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STATE

Latino group sues over
Texas licensing rule

DALLAS (AP) — Latino ad-
vocates sued the Texas Department
of Public Safety on Wednesday over
new rules affecting which non-U.S.
citizens can obtain driver’s licenses and
identification cards.

The Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund filed
the lawsuit in state district court in
Austin. It’s on behalf of three men
with permission to work in the country
and a Lewisville landscaping business
that employs seasonal foreign workers
through a federal program.

The men are landscaping workers
in North Texas who need to drive as
part of their job but could not obtain
a Texas driver's license under the new

DPS policies.

NATION

House defeats bill to
delay TV transition

WASHINGTON (AP) — Buck-
ing the Obama administration, House
Republicans on Wednesday defeated a
bill to postpone the upcoming transi-
tion from analog to digital television
broadcasting to June 12 — leaving an
estimated 6.5 million U.S. households
unprepared for the currently scheduled
Feb. 17 switchover.

But the battle over a delay may
not be over, with some predicting the
House will take up the measure again
next week.

WORLD

US envoy urges stronger
truce amid airstrikes
JERUSALEM (AP) — As Is-

raeli-Hamas violence flared, Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s new Mideast
envoy promised on Wednesday
a vigorous push for peace, saying
Gaza militants must end their
weapons smuggling and the block-
aded borders must be pried open if
a cease-fire is to take hold.

George Mitchell held his.first
round of talks with regional leaders to
determine the next steps the Obama
administration would take toward
reviving peace negotiations following
Israel’s blistering military offensive
against Gaza’s Islamic Hamas rulers.

But continued violence in Gaza
underscored the more immediate
priority — shoring up the 10-day-old
cease-fire.

DEATH TOLL

S. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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By DAVID ESPO
Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —Ina
swift victory for President Barack
Obama, the Democratic-controlled
House approved a historically huge
$819 billion stimulus bill Wednes-
day night with spending increases
and tax cuts at the heart of the
young administration’s plan to
revive a badly ailing economy.

The vote was 244-188, with
Republicans unanimous in op-
position despite Obama'’s pleas for
bipartisan support.

“We don’t have a moment

to spare,” Obama declared at the
White House as congressional allies
hastened to do his bidding in the face
of the worst economic crisis since the
Great Depression.

The vote sent the bill to the Sen-
ate, where debate could begin as early
as Monday on a companion measure
already taking shape. Democratic
leaders have pledged to have legisla-
tion ready for Obama’s signature by
mid-February.

A mere eight days after Inaugura-
tion Day, Speaker Nancy Pelosi said
Tuesday’s events heralded a new era.
“The ship of state is difficult to turn,”
said the California Democrat. “But

that is what we must do. That is what
President Obama called us to do in
his inaugural address.”

With unemploynient at its high-
est level in a quarter-century, the
banking industry wobbling despite
the infusion of staggering sums of
bailout money and states strug-
gling with budget crises, Democrats
said the legislation was desperately
needed.

“Another week that we delay
is another 100,000 or more people
unemployed. I don’t think we want
that on our consciences,” said Rep.
David Obey, D-Wis., chairman of the
House Appropriations Committee

and one of the leading architects of
the legislation.

Republicans said the bill was
short on tax cuts and contained too
much spending, much of it waste-
ful and unlikely to help laid-off
Anmericans.

The party’s leader, Rep. John
Boehner of Ohio, said the measure
“won’t create many jobs, but it will
create plenty of programs and proj-
ects through slow-moving govern-
ment spending.” A GOP alternative,
comprised almost entirely of tax cuts,
was defeated, 266-170, moments
before the final vote.

On the final vote, the legislation
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House passes economic stimulus

drew overwhelming support among
Democrats while all but a few Re-
publicans opposed it.

The White House-backed legis-
lation includes an estimated $544
billion in federal spending and $275
billion in tax cuts for individuals and
businesses.

Included is money for traditional
job-creating programs such as high-
way construction and mass transit
projects. But the measure tickets far
more for unemployment benefits,
health care and food stamp increases
designed to aid victims of the worst
economic downturn since the Great
Depression of the 1930s.

By HANNAH BOEN
Svarr WRITER

When Jenny Sarabia needs a helping hand
with classes or college life, she turns to a Texas

Tech librarian.

Sarabia, a transfer student from El Paso,
participates in the Mentor Tech program that
Tech piloted in 2002 to enhance the quality of
the educational experiences of students.

The mentor program pairs students in
underrepresented populations with faculty,
staff members or graduate students based on
academic, professional, cultural and social

interests.

Almost 1,000 students have participated
in the program, including Sarabia, who knew
nothing about Tech or Lubbock when she

enrolled last fall.

“I didn’t even know what Red Raiders

were,” she said.

Sarabia’s mentor, Arlene Paschel, also
was new to Tech at the time she entered the
program and wondered how helpful she would

be to a new student.

“I wondered about being new because I had
only been at Tech nine months,” said Paschel,
who works as a librarian at Tech. “But I'm in
the information business, so I knew I could

handle it.”

Sarabia, a civil engineering and archi-

tecture major, was hesitant to join the
program because of her busy schedule, she
said. However, since being matched with
her mentor in August, she has had a help-
ing hand in all her Tech endeavors.

Paschel said she has had the opportu-
nity to give her time and energy to a stu-

-dent who knew nothing about Tech upon
moving to Lubbock and has made a friend
who has enriched her own life.

“Being her mentor has helped me
realize what life is like from a student’s
perspective,” she said, “and being new to
this campus, Jenny made me get out and
learn everything about the school.”

Mentor Tech hosts several activities
each semester to connect students with
each other and make them aware of re-
sources available to them at Tech. The
mentor program has provided a network
of friends, Sarabia said, and her librarian
mentor led her to a part-time job at the

library.

Besides being socially beneficial, Men-
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ARLENE PASCHEL, RIGHT, a mentor with Mentor Tech and her mentee Jenny Sarabia, a

junior architecture and civil engineering major from El Paso, are shown at the Starbucks inside

tor Tech has been financially beneficial to

Sarabia, who won a textbook scholarship
through the program, she said. Through
her experience with Mentor Tech, she has
realized that a mentor can be helpful with
school and every other area of her life.
“She helps me with everything,” Sara—

home.”

bia said. “She is like my mother aWay from

The pair said they share their everyday
problems with each other, from roommate
issues to hospitalized family members.

“Just whatever I can do to be a resource

the Student Union Building where the pair sometimes meets for their weekly sessions.

to her,” Paschel said. “I even watched herbike

for her when she went home for Christmas.”

Both Paschel and Sarabia agreed that their
lives have been enriched by their relationship,

MEHTOR continued on page 3 23>

Tech ofﬁc1als ]U.Stlfy afternoon class cancellation

PHOTO BY BETH MCELHANNON/THE DAILY TOREADOR
TEXAS TECH ADMINISTRATORS canceled class at 3 p.m. Tuesday,
and later announced the campus would be closed for classes until 10

a.m. Wednesday.

By JON VANDERLAAN
News Epitor

Despite several on-campus ac-
cidents and more than 40 accidents
in Lubbock, Texas Tech officials
said they believe the decision to
hold the cancellation of classes
until 3 p.m. was justified.

Chief Ron Seacrist of the Tech
Policé Department said the depart-
ment makes a recommendation to
the president’s office of the university
about when to cancel classes.

“Our ultimate goal is for people
to get here and get home safely,”
be said.

The department monitors and

talks with the National Weather
Service about the weather for the
next day to find out what kind of
conditions will be present, Seacrist
said. Based on this, the department
makes its recommendation.

Christopher Nufiez, a sophomore
civil engineering major from El Paso,
said the roads were “terrible” when
he had to come to school at 9:30
a.m. Tuesday.

Nufiez said he rode to campus
with a friend, and although they did
not see any accidents, the vehicle his
friend drove was sliding.

Meagan Kabobel, a sophomore
advertising major from Temple, said
the roads still were in poor condi-
tion when she went to class at noon
Tuesday.

“It wasn’t very fun driving, and it
wasn’t very safe,” she said.

Because not much ice comes

. through Lubbock, Kabobel said, the

administration should take the lack
of students’ winter-driving experi-
ence into consideration when debat-
ing the cancellation of classes.

Nufiez said he thought class
should have been canceled Tuesday
morning, and he was not sure how
students living far from campus —
such as those in The Grove apart-
ment complexes, which are about
three miles away — would make it
to campus.

Seacrist said the department
received information Tuesday that
reported ice would not be a problem
on campus, but it received further
information at about 1 p.m. that
reported temperatures were dropping
and precipitation was rising.

While on-campus issues are a
major reason for any decisions, he
said, the department also takes into
consideration the routes to and from
campus students take.

Grace Hernandez, President Guy

Bailey’s chief of staff, said the process
for canceling school requires that the
president’s office to take the recom-
mendation from the police depart-
ment and make their decision based
on the recommendation.

With 28,000 students the campus

plus faculty and staff, she said, it is
unwise to make a decision not based
on recommendations from credible
sources.

~ “The students’ and employees’
safety is first on our minds,” Her-
nandez said.

The office was in communication
with the police department Tuesday
morning, she said, but it was not
until later the department officials
felt classes should be canceled based
on new information from the Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

Hernandez said she would be
willing to talk with the police depart-
ment to discuss if the current system
of determining whether classes
should be canceled is up-to-date and
effective.

Charles Leatherwood, the senior
superintendent for the grounds
maintenance department, said the
department already was salting and
sanding the roads Tuesday at 12:30
a.m. in preparation for the upcom-
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City approves $20k contract
for Buddy Holly naming rights

By MIKE GRAHAM

Srarr Wairer

The Lubbock City Council ap-
proved a contract Monday with
Maria Elena Holly, rock ‘n’ roll legend
Buddy Holly's widow, for continued
use of the Buddy Holly name in
Lubbock.

Todd Klein, District 6 council-
man, said the city agreed to pay Maria
Holly, the inheritor of Buddy Holly’s
estate, $20,000 for the next 20 years
to maintain the name of the Buddy
Holly Center. In addition, a plot of
land near the center will be named
the Buddy aid Maria Holly Plaza.

“] think we have a very workable
deal,” Klein said. “This a wonderful
deal for Lubbock.”

A spokeswoman for the Lubbock
City Council said the city will pay
Maria Holly $83.33 per month. If
Maria Holly dies in the next 20 years,
the contract will be transferred to the
heir of the Buddy Holly estate.

Klein said the current contract
was nearing expiration. If the city had
not negotiated with Maria Holly, the

Buddy Holly Center would have to
be renamed.

“We want to be able to continue to
have the name ‘Buddy Holly Center,”
Klein said. “He’s Lubbock’s favorite
son to the community at large. I think
he inspired the community. The more
we can do to promote Buddy Holly,
the better.” v

As part of the deal, a plot of land
at the intersection of 19th Street and
Crickets Avenue — near the Buddy
Holly Center — now will be known
as the Buddy and Maria Holly Plaza,
he said. It will be the new home for
the West Texas Walk of Fame and a
statue of Buddy Holly.

The Walk of Fame pays tribute
to performing artists from the area,
according to the Lubbock Memorial
Civic Center’s Web site.

Both monuments currently are
located near the Lubbock Civic
Center.

Klein said moving the monuments
will improve their accessibility and
visibility from an area that is difficult
for pedestrians to get to.

“This will accentuate the Buddy

Holly Center,” he said.™

Klein said the City of Lubbock’s
relationship with Maria Holly
historically has been “bumpy” so
the council appointed Councilman
Paul Beane, District 4 representa-
tive, to be the primary liaison
between the council and Maria
Holly. £ i

Beane was unavailable for com-
ment because he was out of town.

“Paul Beane is the only 6ne who
could have achieved this,” Klein
said. “Paul is someone Maria Holly
knew and trusted. He knew Holly
in a way no one else on the city
council does.” .

Buddy Holly was born in Lub-
bock in 1936, according to BBC's
biography Web site on him. He is
considered one of the most influ-
ential founders of rock ‘n’ roll. The

Beatles and Rolling Stones claimed -

they were influenced by Buddy
Holly’s style. His performing career
lasted only 18 months because in
1959, he was killed in a plane crash
in lowa while on tour.
#e-michael.graham@itu.edu

Official: 250-300 civilians dead in Sri Lanka war

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) —
A government health official said
Wednesday that witnesses reported
250 to 300 civilians were killed in
fighting over the past week in north-
ern Sri Lanka and said hospital records
showed that more than 1,100 were
wounded.

The report came as the govern-
ment pledged to refrain from launch-
ing attacks inside a civilian refuge
area set up in the war zone. Military
spokesman Brig. Udaya Nanayakkara
said no civilians had been killed in the
fighting, though some forced to build
fortifications by the rebels — known
formally as the Liberation Tigers of
‘Tamil Eelam — might have been
wounded in the crossfire.

“There were no civilians killed,”
he said. “We are targeting the L'TTE.
We are not targeting any civilians so
there can’t be any civilians killed.”

Concerns have grown over the
safety of civilians trapped inside
rebel-held territory amid a govern-
ment offensive aimed at crushing the
Tamil Tigers. The Red Cross estimates
250,000 civilians have fled to the
jungle where fighting is taking place.

Dr. Thurairajah Varatharajah, the
top government health official in Mul-

laittivu district, told The Associated
Press by telephone at least 1,140 civil-
ians — 248 younger than 15 — were
wounded in the fighting and brought
to three hospitals in the district.

The number killed was difficult
to count because many civilians had
stopped bringing dead relatives to
the hospital amid the heavy fighting,
he said.

“In my opinion, there are a lot of
deaths. More than 250 to 300,” he
said, adding his estimate was based on
reports from residents who came to the
hospitals from the war zone.

Earlier, a letter in Varatharajah’s
name with similar estimates was sent
to The Associated Press by another
government health official, who pro-
vided accurate information in the
past. Varatharajah said he had not
written the earlier letter.

The United Nations said dozens
of its workers and their relatives
came under artillery fire they believed
was from government troops as they
sought refuge inside the government
declared “safe zone” for ethnic Tamil
civilians over the weekend.

The military denied firing into
the area during its offensive to root
the rebels from the northeast. “If they
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came under fire, then definitely
it has been done by the LTTE,”
Nanayakkara said.

Amid reports of rising casual-
ties, Indian External Affairs Min-
ister Pranab Mukherjee rushed
to Sri Lanka on Tuesday night to
meet with top officials, including
President Mahinda Rajapaksa.
The conflict is of special concern
to India, home to some 56 million
Tamils.

During the late-night meet-
ing, Rajapaksa gave assurances Sri
Lankan forces would respect the
safe zone to “minimize the effects of
conflict on Tamil civilians,” accord-
ing to nearly identical statements
released by India and Sri Lanka on
Wednesday.

“We are concerned with the
civilians. | requested to the presi-
dent to take care of these civil-
ians,” Mukherjee told reporters
Wednesday.

The United Nations’ local
office sent a private e-mail to its
New York headquarters, describ-
ing how its staff in the “safe zone”
came under fire several times over
the weekend. The memo, which
was obtained by The Associated
Press on Wednesday, said the staff
believed the fire was from Sri
Lankan troops.

ODDBALL DAILY

~ Mistrial after defendant smears feces on lawyer

SAN DIEGO (AP) — A San Di-
ego judge has declared a mistrial in a
kidnapping and assault case after the
defendant smeared excrement on his
lawyer’s face and threw it at jurors.

The judge boosted defen-
dant Weusi McGowan's bail from
$250,000 to $1 million after the

Monday incident.

Prosecutor Christopher Lawson
says McGowan was upset because
the judge refused to remove public
defender Jeffrey Martin from the
case.

McGowan had smuggled a bag
of feces into court and spread it on

Martin’s hair and face before flinging
the excrement at jurors. No jurors
were hit.

McGowan has pleaded not guilty
to kidnapping for robbery, assault
with a deadly weapon and other
counts in connection with a 2007
home invasion.
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Wis. school’s epic snowball fight flakes out

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — When
a whistle blew Saturday afterncon,
two teams of University of Wis-
consin-Madison students pelted
each other with snowballs, but the
45-minute battle won’t be going
down in history.

Freshman organizer Mike Basak
had hoped the epic snowball fight
would break a 2006 record set by

3,700 students at Michigan Techno-
logical University, but acknowledged
Saturday that the turnout at his
school was disappointing.

Basak guessed that 2,000 or
more students showed up, but other
observers put the total at hundreds
of students, not thousands.

“It was definitely huge and it was
a great event,” he said.

In advance of the fight, more
than 4,000 people had joined the
event’s Facebook group, and word
continued to spread as rival dormito-
ries got ready to rumble in the center
of campus.

School officials also prepared, re-
cruiting a student group of volunteer
emergency medical technicians to be
on the scene.
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Japan to tourists: Please don'’t lick the tuna

TOKYO (AP) — Tourists are
known for acting silly, but licking
the tuna?

Overwhelmed by a growing
number of misbehaving tourists, To-
kyo fishmongers banned all visitors
from one of the city’s most popular
tourist déstinations — the pre-dawn

tuna auctions at the world’s largest
seafood market.

The ban, imposed during the
peak New Year buying season, was
front-page news before it was lifted
last week. Now, the tourists are back,
but the debate goes on: Can tourists
be trusted around the tuna?

“We understand that the sight of
hundreds of frozen tuna looks unique
and interesting for foreign tourists,”
said Yoshiaki Takagi, deputy direc-
tor of the market. “But they have
to understand the Tsukiji market is
a professional place, not an amuse-
ment park.”

5206522000000 0000080000008 NE00sE0REsR 0000800000000 000 Rc00000080000C0000E0000000022800000s00%00000RCE

Woman's best friend: Plumber finds ring in toilet

PHOENIX (AP) — Just a case
of plumb luck.

It took a plumber to retrieve
a woman’s 7-carat diamond ring
after city workers failed in efforts to
flush the gem out of the pipes of a
restaurant toilet.

The $70,000 wedding ring fell
from Allison Berry’s hand when she
flushed the toilet in the restroom of
the Black Bear Diner on Jan. 14,

the plumber said. The ring plopped
in and the water whisked it away,
said Elena Castelar, the restaurant’s
shift manager.

City workers opened a pipe out-
side the restaurant and continuously
flushed the toilet, hoping to push
the ring out to the opening. When
that didn’t work, the city called the
office in suburban Tempe, Ariz., of
Mz. Rooter, a plumbing services

franchise based in Waco.

“This is going to be like dredging
for a treasure chest in the ocean,”
Mike Roberts, general manager of
Mr. Rooter, said at the time.

Roberts guided a tiny video
camera into the pipe with an infra-
red light attached. He eventually
spotted the ring just 3 feet down

and 5 feet over from where it was
flushed.
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Sheriff: Mich. man stages break-in, then calls 911

CAPAC, Mich. (AP) — Au-
thorities in Michigan say a 24-year-
old man broke into a gas station and
called 911 on himself, claiming he
wanted to go to jail to be with his
incarcerated brother.

St. Clair County Sheriff Tim
Donnellon tells the Times Herald
of Port Huron that deputies obliged,
arresting the man early Tuesday.

Authorities say the man called
the emergency number about 4:30

a.m. from inside the gas station in
Capac, a village northeast of Detroit.
He said he had broken in about 20
minutes earlier.

"'The man's name wasn’t released
pending an arraignment. - :
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Postmaster General

WASHINGTON (AP) — Mas-

sive deficits could force the post office
to cut out one day of mail delivery, the
postmaster general told Congress on
Wednesday, in asking lawmakers to
lift the requirement that the agency
deliver mail six days a week.

If the change happens, that doesn’t
necessarily mean an end to Saturday
mail delivery. Previous post office
studies have looked at the possibility
of skipping some other day when mail
flow is light, such as Tuesday.

Faced with dwindling mail volume
and rising costs, the post office was
$2.8 billion in the red last year. “If cur-
rent trends continue, we could experi-
ence a net loss of $6 billion or more
this fiscal year,” Postmaster General
John E. Potter said in testimony for a
Senate Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs subcommittee.

Total mail volume was 202 bil-
lion items last year, over 9 billion less
than the year before, the largest single
volume drop in history.

And, despite annual rate increases,
Potter said 2009 could be the first year
since 1946 that the actual amount of
money collected by the post office

: Mail days may need to be cut

declines.

“It is possible that the cost of six-
day delivery may simply prove to be
unaffordable,” Potter said. “I reluc-
tantly request that Congress remove
the annual appropriation bill rider,
first added in 1983, that requires the
Postal Service to deliver mail six days
each week.”

“The ability to suspend delivery on
the lightest delivery days, for example,
could save dollars in both our delivery
and our processing and distribution
networks. I do not make this request
lightly, but I am forced to consider
every option given the severity of our
challenge,” Potter said.

That doesn’t mean it would hap-
pen right away, he noted, adding that
the agency is working to cut costs
and any final decision on changing
delivery would have to be made by
the postal governing board.
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freezing precipitation,” he said,
“we have all our sand trucks and
snow plows ready in the shop.”

While not all areas of campus
are treated, Leatherwood said,
the department treats the inter-
sections first and then treats the
other “hot spots” on campus.

The extra sleet showers Tues-
day afternoon hampered the
department’s road treatment, he
said, but the late start for school
Wednesday made it easier to
treat.

“It gave us a longer window to
make sure we were ready by 10
a.m.,” Leatherwood said.
»#-jon.vanderiaan@ttu.edu
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Iran calls tor US to
end support of Israel

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran’s
president called Wednesday for “pro-
found changes” in U.S. foreign policy
including an end to support for Israel
and an apology to the Islamic republic
for past misdeeds.

Hardline President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad also urged Washing-
ton. to withdraw its troops stationed
around the world. He said Iran would
be closely watching what President
Barack Obama’s new administration
does and would welcome a real shift
in its approach.

“Change means giving up support
for the rootless, uncivilized, fabricated,
murdering ... Zionists and letting the
Palestinian nation decide its own
destiny,” Ahmadinejad said. “Change
means putting an end to U.S. military
presence in (different parts of) the
world.”

His comments come as Obama
was reaching out to Muslims. He has
stressed the importance of engaging
Iran, a country the Bush administra-
tion often singled out as the most
dangerous in the Middle East. In his
inaugural address, Obama addressed
leaders of hostile nations by saying “we
will extend a hand if you are willing
to unclench your fist.”

Without mentioning Obama
by name, Ahmadinejad repeatedly
referred to those who want “change,”
a buzzword of Obama’s election
campaign.

“When they say ‘we want to bring
changes’, change may happen in two
ways: First is profound, fundamental
and effective change ... the second ...
is a change of tactics,” he told thou-
sands of people in the western city of
Kermanshah in a speech broadcast
live on state television.

“We will wait patiently, listen
to their words carefully, scrutinize
their actions under a magnifier and if
change happens truly and fundamen-
tally, we will welcome that,” he added.
“The change will be to apologize to
the [ranian nation and try to com-
pensate for their dark records and the
crimes they have committed against
the Iranian nation.”

Ahmadinejad cited the U.S.-
backed coup that toppled the elected
government of Prime Minister Mo-
hamed Mossadegh in 1953, its support
of the unpopular shah, its backing of
Saddam Hussein during Irag’s war
with Iran in the 1980s and the down-
ing of an Iranian aitliner in 1988 by a

U.S. naval ship.

In an interview with Al-Arabi-
yanews channel that aired Tuesday,
Obama condemned Iran’s threats to
destroy Israel and its alleged pursuit
of nuclear weapons, but added: “It
is important for'us to be willing to
talk to Iran, to express very clearly
where our differences are, but
where there are potential avenues
for progress.”

Later Tuesday, Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton told reporters the
U.S. administration is undertaking
a wide-ranging and comprehensive
assessment of American foreign
policy options toward Iran.

Clinton also said Iran had a
“clear opportunity” to demonstrate
some willingness to engage mean-
ingfully with the international
community. :

Washington is at odds with Iran
over its nuclear ambitions and its
threats to destroy Israel as well as
Tehran’s support of the militant
groups Hezbollah in Lebanon
and Hamas in the Palestinian ter-
ritories.

The U.S. broke off diplomatic
relations with Iran after hardline
students stormed the U.S. Embassy
in Tehran in 1979.

Mentor <

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and are thankful to be matched
by Mentor Tech. Paschel said
her desire to be a mentor started
when she was in college, seek-
ing advice from people around
her.

Since her time being a men-
tor, Paschel said she would defi-

nitely consider mentoring a
student again.

And Sarabia said her experi-
ence with her mentor has encour-
aged her to be a mentor in the
future, too.

“It’s really a fantastic pro-
gram,” Paschel said, “and I would
encourage any staff or faculty or
graduate students to get involved
because there are a lot of students
who need mentors.”

Mentor Tech connects a
mentor with a student for one
year, but both Paschel and
Sarabia agreed they would con-
tinue to be friends long after
they complete their Mentor
Tech arrangement.

“I have other daughters,”
Paschel said, “and now I con-
sider her to be one of them
also.”

#»hannah.boen@ttu.edu

Rights group asks Obama to release Bush-era memos

WASHINGTON (AP) — Civil
libertarians urged the Obama adminis-
tration torelease dozens of memos under
its control that could shed light on secret
Bush-era interrogation, detention and
surveillance activities.

The American Civil Liberties
Union’s list of at least 41 such undis-
closed documents is the most exhaustive
produced so far. These memos are awish
list for civil rights, privacy and human
rights groups, as well as members of
Congress, seeking more information
about the legal reasoning that under-
pinned the Bush administration’s secret
programs.

In one of his first acts in office,
President Barack Obama said he would
increase the amount of information
the government makes available to
the public.

“The government should not keep
information confidential merely because
public officials might be embarrassed by
disclosure, because errors and failures
might be revealed, or because of specula-
tive or abstract fears,” Obama said in a
Jan. 21 memo to his agency heads.

The ACLU's list of memos was
culled from documents filed in two
lawsuits by the group against the depart-
ments of Defense and Justice. There are
potentially dozens more memos, but
ACLU cannot get enough identifying
details to include them on the list.

“The truth is these are a small subset
of the memos that we know something

about, where we had the author’s name
or the substances of the memo,” said
Jameel Jaffer, director of the ACLU’s
national security project.

The known memos include one

from October 2001 that said the
Fourth Amendment’s protections
against unreasonable searches and
seizures did not apply to domestic
military operations.
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A TEXAS TECH employee rakes away the snow Wednesday morning for the summer camp job fair.

CORRECTION

Canada Liberals rethink toppling government

OTTAWA (AP) — Canada’s
main opposition party backed
away from plans to topple the
Conservative government, saying
Wednesday the prime minister
would remain “on probation” if he
agrees to give periodic economic
status reports in Parliament.

The opposition Liberals had
vowed to use a parliamentary con-
fidence vote to take down Prime
Minister Stephen Harper’s minority
government if Harper's proposed
stimulus plan fell short.

But Liberal Leader Michael
Ignatieff said he would support
Harper’s $32 billion plan if it also
requires reports to Parliament.

“We are putting this govern-
ment on probation,” Ignatieff said.
“Should Mr. Harper fail to satisfy
the expectations of Canadians we
will be ready to defeat him.”

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the prime minister’s
office. But Conservative House of
Commons leader Jay Hill said the
government has no problem with
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making reports to Parliament.

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty said
earlier Wednesday the government is
open to making some changes.

“If there are useful suggestions
from opposition parties, of course we
will look at them. That’s normal in a
time of serious economic recession,”
Flaherty, a Conservative, told CBC
television. “I would certainly not
look at changing the focus of the
document.” 4

Ignatieff’s amendment would give
the Liberals a chance to revisit their
decision to pass the budget three
times over the coming year.

The Liberals want fiscal updates
by Mar. 26, June 23 and Dec. 10,

Sond and blzde ;?94~:2908
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Don’t Propose...
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along with detailed reports show-
ing how the budget is being imple-
mented.

The credit crisis and the global
sell-off of commodities have started
to hit Canada hard. The country lost
more than 100,000 jobs in the last
two months of 2008, and the central
bank is predicting economic output
will contract 4.8 percent in the first
quarter.

The government is predicting a
deficit in Canada for the first time in
more than a decade.

Flaherty called the crisis “the
challenge of our time” and said he

is prepared to provide more stimulus

if necessary.

o, i"@b(—fz ila nee.com

uldo | ku

Puzeles by PageFiller

In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

' Ombuds Office

A safe place for students & staff
to bring concemns.

A woolo~NG—=NO;
» = Mojooio MiNiwi©
© g ~Nf= N o s
I N e i
W o@D oo =N
~N© oo b =N
- Wi ~Ns o

Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

The Ombuds Office
has moved!
We are now located
in the SUB room 238.
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igher One choice good, though flawed

).

t's nothing more than a

piece of plastic. It comes

in the mail. It looks like
something else, something that
would traditionally line your
trash can, and you treat it as such.
Except for this time, you’ve made
a grave mistake.

Texas Tech has hired Higher
One to assist in financial aid dis-
bursement and is paying them to
get your money to you faster.

I, like most other students, was
greatly confused by the onslaught
of this new bureaucracy. New
forms required my information
and signature, and a system that
never appeared broken to me be-
fore was now so disconnected that
I was unsure how to do anything
with my new piece of plastic.

Last week, though, [ had the
pleasure of meeting with Beverly
Cotton, vice president of finan-
cial affairs for Tech, and I began
to understand more about the
nature of Higher One. Despite

my constant tirades against the
imposing nature of corporations
on our public campus (Barnes and
Noble, AT&T stadium and Black-
board), I found myself becoming
more and more of a convert of the
Higher One system. s

I had a lot of concerns going
into my meeting with Ms. Cotton
because of the invasive nature
of Higher One, but my concerns
were met with understanding.

Here are the most important
facts concerning Higher One:
If you use it as a debit card, you
get charged. If you transfer your
money, you get charged. If you
use a non-Higher One ATM, you
get charged. All of these charges

don’t mean that the card can’t be
used for free.
Yeu can set up

the fact most comforting to me.
You can still get your money the
old fashion way.

a direct deposit
to your bank ac-
count through
Higher One,
and while the
six Higher One
ATMs that we
were promised
in our contract
are not yet set
up, 1 was assured
they were com-
ing soon. Cur-
rently, they’re all
in West Hall.

If nothing
else, you still
have the option
of doing nothing.
The old system is
still in place, and
if you’re comfort-

Despite my
constant tirades
against the imposing
nature of
corporations on our
public campus, 1
found myself
- becoming more and
more of a convert
- of the Higher One

system.

You just have to
wait for it.
While 1 do
think that the
switch to Higher
One was done in
the best interest
of the students,
I don’t believe
this initiative to
be flawless. Two
major problems
arise with High-
er One. First, a
lack of commu-
nication to the
student body,
and the second
problem stems
from a lack of
consultation.
A small ar-

able waiting then
you can do exactly that. This is

ticle appeared
near the end of last semester in

The Daily Toreador that explained
a change was being made, but the
options students had concern-
ing the system were not clearly
explained.

In addition, Higher One cus-
tomer service representatives
have continually failed in deliv-
ering the full range of options
when asked. As a result of this
lack of communication, many
people threw away their cards,
and others activated their cards
without fully knowing what they
were getting themselves into.

The lack of consultation about
the change also worried me. Ms.
Cotton wasn’t in her current
position when the change was be-
ing made and couldn’t comment,
but all the student government
officials that I talked to were all
curiously without knowledge of
any consultations that took place
between the administration and
the student government. Such a
large change should have been

discussed by the student body as
a whole because students are now
paying fees for money that they
used to get for free.

Higher One is a change, and
it’s a substantive one. To improve
as a university, we much change
as university, and the improved
refund time comes with a cost:
responsibility.

As students, we need to read
the fine print, examine the con-
tract ds a whole, and think about
the consequences of our financial
actions. Those of us who are cur-
rently here must act as guides for
the generations to come because
Higher One is here to stay. We
have a contract with them, and
only educating future genera-
tions of Red Raiders will ensure
that unnecessary fees remain
unnecessary.

# Thorpe is an English graduate
student from Dallas. E-mail him
at ryan.thorpe@ttu.edu.

Scientific breakthroughs at home

By EMILY BARTON
Micwess Dasy U, Bicmesn)

icture your basement or

garage. Picture your high

school science lab. Now
merge the two scenarios, but without
the image of your teacher leaning
over and explaining how to use a
Bunsen burner.

According to an article published
last month by the Associated Press,
people around the country are con-
ducting their own amateur genetic
research in an effort to better un-
derstand the field and come up with
ways to bring the science community
closer to finding cures. In Massachu-

setts, a group of amateur researchers _

ollaborating in a community lab,

c%rnfp: fiplete with 4 freezer bought from

Craigslist, that will keep bacteria
alive. Other individuals are purchas-
ing lab equipment to set up in their
kitchens or garages.

Tinkering in the science and en-
gineering fields is not unknown — as
the article pointed out, Apple and
Google both began in a garage. Even

though many of these amateurs have
undergraduate biology degrees, most
don’t have the qualifications required
to work in actual research labs.

The thought that anyone with
enough curiosity could potentially
cure Parkinson’s or find a vaccination
for juvenile diabetes is an encouraging
one. Such widespread research will
allow more people to find science
accessible and allow people without
monetary constraints to do research
for the sake of research.

But critics are afraid that the
implications of an experiment gone
wrong could result in the spread of
disease or other biohazards. Before
the stem cell ballot initiative allow-
ing Michigan scientists to derive
their own embryonic stem cell lines
passed in November, critics of the
proposal claimed the ballot language
was too ambiguous and did not pro-
vide enough regulations.

They were right to raise the issue:
part of the initiative says no state laws
can restrict stem cell research and the
resulting therapies.

Even though critics have a valid

concern, it’s not legitimate enough
to shut down these amateur geneticist
labs. Genetic engineering requires a
lot of background knowledge just to
know where to begin, and I think it’s
safe to assume that anyone interested
in setting up a garage laboratory would
be interested enough to take the time
to understand what they are doing.
There's also the matter of purchasing
equipment and understanding how
to use it. While theoretically anyone
could give it a try, the thicker the
amateur’s wallet, the easier it is.

Will amateur experimentation
result in a cure for cancer? Who
knows? But the more people there
are thinking about the problem
and looking at what is required to
come up with a solution, the better.
And maybe it will get more people
interested in science and technol-
ogy — people who might otherwise
assume they wouldn'’t have the time.
Maybe someone will see something
that piques the interest of someone
else, who can then consult someone
else and voila: a new community
fostering scientific discovery.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

n her Jan. 27 column,
“Obama ends Bush era,
keeps promises,” Mack-
enzie Maxwell wrote a mirth-
ful piece on how Presid
Obama has kept.

and if cl
the detaing

A brie
Gitmo is
not on Ame:
emy comba
caused harm*
cause harm in
ism. Now, the’,
not given the
ers of war” wh
because they are d
terrorists. Ther , they
do not fall under the Geneva

Conventions as prisoners of war.
A U.S. Supreme Court ruling,
Hamdan v. Rumsfeld on Jun

2006, stated

ommitted crimes
‘ umanity, crimes against
merica and crimes against the
very fabric of American society try-
ing to derail the progress Americans

made since 9/11. Our President
and his lib nterparts want
' ces, the terror-

in the last
iting so we

s and actions
mbody conservatism is
the foundation of the true United
States of America.

B Bradiey Madison is a Junior
political science and human
development and family
studies major from Lubbock.
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MY NEW YEAR'S

AGAIN, To NOT EAT CHILDREN,
- THIS IS THE LONGEST
I'VE EVER KEPT IT!

WAS, ONCE

By BEN LARRISON
Bany NorrawesTern
(Norrwestean U
dvertisement lovers,
this weekend is your
Super Bowl: the Su-
per Bowl.

In the United States, there is
only one time a year when televi-
sion viewers tend to stay tuned
during the ads, and that’s the
night of the NFL title game. So
with Sunday’s match up featuring
two small-market teams, many
of the game’s 90 million viewers
will be primarily focused on the
commercials.

This year, a 30-second spot
during NBC’s telecast will cost
you about $3 million. To give
you an idea of how much money
this is, imagine someone who's a
millionaire. Now imagine three
of those people. That’s how
much a 30-second Super Bowl
ad costs. I, on the other hand,

would be happy to mention your
product in my next column for a
mere 50 bucks. Your move, corpo-
rate America.

_ Here’s the thing, though: Even
after taking a very informative
IMC class last quarter, I still don’t
understand the logic behind a lot
of commercials. Some of them work
wonders, but others actually compel
me to boycott companies. I mean
at this point, I’m pretty sure I can
save big money at Menard’s, but [
will refuse to use Geico as long as
they keep employing that freaking
gecko. Come on, people, those ads
were tired about four years ago.
Time to move on.

Come to think of it, absurdity
in advertising is pretty prominent
nowadays, especially when it comes
to diet soda and insurance. Take
Diet Dr Pepper, which is an excel-
lent beverage, by the way. In their
ads, why do they choose to associ-
ate their product with candy and
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pastries? When I’'m in the mood
for some calorie-free refreshment,
the last thing I'm thinking is
“liquid cake.” Also, are there still
23 flavors in Diet Dr Pepper, or is
that distinction reserved for the
original? Shouldn’t the company’s
ads be addressing pertinent issues
like these?

Or how about that new com-
mercial where LeBron James plays
football for the Cleveland Browns?
Did you know that’s for State Farm?
How the hell is LeBron James go-
ing to get me interested in buying
insurance’ | mean, I could under-
stand if they used someone who
had been a huge bust during their
athletic career — say, Ryan Leaf.
Just imagine Leaf standing out there
next to an Allstate agent, warning
us to never be too careful. That’s
commercial gold!

See, here’s how [ think about
it: If you're a TV viewer, you're
just looking to be entertained, and

Lame advertising apex: Super Bowl Sunday

that’s the best thing a Super Bowl
ad can do. But for companies,
these commercials establish an
image, be it good or bad. Remem-
ber Diet Pepsi’s “Brown and Bub-
bly” campaign back in 2006?

If not, it’s probably because
they stopped running the ads
soon after the big game. Well,
either that or you blocked it out
because “brown and bubbly” is
more likely to remind you of
the aftermath of a Taco Bell run
than America’s second-favorite
cola. What really amazes me,
though, is that marketing ex-
perts, PepsiCo executives and
focus groups all must have ap-
proved that slogan before it hit
the airwaves. Man, our society
can be messed up.

So what do this year’s ads
have in store? I guess we won’t
know until Sunday. But [ hope
they include some talking babies.
Those things are awesome.

HOW OFTEN
DURING THE
WEEK DO YOU

EAT FAST FOODY

VOTE ONLINE AND LET US KNOW
- WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
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Workshops improves no

By CHRYSTAL J. GRANT

Sarr Wanee

Don’t go to class clueless.

Texas Tech’s Student Disabilities
Services held a note-taking workshop
Wednesday to reinforce skills such as
active listening, which contribute to
effective note-taking.

“The workshop is open to stu-
dents and staff interested,” said
Tamara Mancini, assistant director
of Student Disabilities Services. “The
workshops can benefit the students
taking notes as well as professors
providing notes.”

The workshop provides students
with information about how to study
outside of class after taking compre-
hensive notes during class, she said,
because some students may struggle
when studying with unorganized,
jumbled or incomplete notes.

Student Disabilities Services hosts
other workshops in addition to note-
taking, said Mancini. Workshops in-
clude topics such as effective reading,
test anxiety, developing writing skills
and finding careers after college.

“The workshops are a part of
Texas Tech’s retention plan,” said
Mancini. “The plan is to keep stu-
dents focused without ending up on
probation.”

te-taking skills

'NOTE-TAKING TIPS

Start a new sheet of paper each day and write on one side of the

paper only.

Sometimes it is okay to just listen in class and not write anything

Include visuals: Draw a picture or diagram to help remember an
idea or concept, . .

Source: www.familyeducation.com

Most workshops are offered three
different days to accommodate stu-
dents’ schedules, Mancini said.

“The purpose of these workshops
are to help students at Tech stay at
Tech,” Mancini said. “I strongly
encourage students to take advan-

tage of at least one because it
will definitely help an area of
weakness.”

Another note-taking workshop
will be held today from 3 p.m. to 4
p.m. in Room 246 in West Hall.
=p-jenelle.grant@ttu.edu

Researchers say stress can cause cold sores

By ERIN BANCO

Tue Dany Canomar {U. Wisconsi}

Kids are more likely to get cold
sores if they’re in a stressful environ-
ment, researchers at the University
of Wisconsin say.

They published a paper outlining
the effects of family stress on the
reactivation of herpes virus strains
in adolescents. Collaborators on
the study included Elizabeth Shirt-
cliff, a former postdoctoral fellow at
UW-Madison, psychology professor

Christopher Coe and Seth Pol-
lak, director of the Child Emotion
Laboratory.

Coe said though viruses like the
flu could occur only once in an indi-
vidual’s body, the herpes virus never
goes away, but it may be dormant.
“So if you are having a lot of stress,
these cold sores can reactivate,” he
said.

The study focused on measuring
Wisconsin adolescents’ family envi-
ronment and its effect on their im-
mune health, Coe said. “We wanted

to know whether specifically [the
adolescents] had the herpes Virus
... and whether the virus was more
likely to be activated based on their
familial environment,” he said.
The study compared adoles-
cents between the ages of 9 and
14 who came from typical family
atmospheres, adopted teenagers
and teenagers who experienced
neglect or abuse in their families.
According to the paper, “most
individuals have been exposed to
several different herpes viruses.”
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MEG EHRENREICH, A junior environmental conservation of natural resources major from Colleyville, walks
the slack line Monday at the Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation Center.
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RYAN BORG A senior studio art major with an emphasis in sculpture from Fort Worth, works during his
Intro to Printmaking class Monday in the Art building.

U. South Florida studies childhood fitness through gaming

By AMARIS CASTILLO

Tue Oracte {U. Soutn Fioripa)

University of South Florida is
conducting a study to examine ele-
mentary school students’ experiences
in a gaming environment requiring
physical activity.
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USF installed a room for such a
gaming enviornment, called XRKade,
at Belle Witter Elementary School in
Tampa about two weeks ago. It was
funded by a grant given to the College
of Public Health and the College of
Education by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, a federal
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agency that conducts and supports
public health activities.

The College of Education’s School
of Physical Education and Exercise
Science will conduct the research.

XRKade is manufactured by iTech
Fitness, a company that develops
active-gaming technology.
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THE PRESS BOX
By Alex Ybarra, managing editor

something, all signs (and analysts; fans and people who call them-
selves fans) point to former Texas Tech receiver Michael Crabtree
being taken in the Top 10 of the upcoming 2009 NFL Draft. I'm not

be in the NFL? Will he be as dominant as he was in college?
Will he be a possession receiver? Will he be mediocre?

LIVIN’ LA VIDA
By Tina L. Arons, features editor
Fear not! I've been busy and forgotten to blog for a while, but
all is well. The New Year’s resolution to be coffee free for amonth
is going strong, despite my boss’s attempt to-lure me into hot,
steamy Columbian sin. 've got 10 days to go, and I'm almost

_ of the World Wide Web.
http://blogs.dailytoreador.com

Check out the DT’s bloggers online

If no one is going to do it, then I will. Like it’s a big surprise or

going to dispute that, after all, if [ were a general manager I would
pick him if [ had any questions at wide receiver. But let’s just play
along with some questions: What kind of receiver will Crabtree

certain I can make it. Moving on to more important things, I found something

neat online I've been meaning to share. The language of the Internet is no
longer limited to English characters thanks to (who would've guessed?)
new innovations in technology. Transliteration tools allow users to
translate Roman letters to other languages, increasing accessibility

i
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as well as more of a debate than
just discussing religious fact ts, ,
she said. ‘
Religion will not be a major |
point of discussion, Kociolek said.
And both debaters will focus on
challenging each other’s argument
rather than using personal attacks.
Students will be allowed to
ask “appropriate” questions after
Stanton and Corvino present their
arguments and rebuttals, she said.
Tickets, which are required
for attendance, are available at
the ticket booth located in the |
basement of the Student Union
Building. Tech students may re-
ceive up to two free tickets witha
valid student ID. Admittance for
the general public, staff and faculty'
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Tech men’s tennis looking for more
than just NCAA appearance in ‘09

By ZANE TURNER

Sarr Warrer

Making the NCAA Tournament
seems to be no problem for the Texas
Tech men’s tennis team.

The Red Raiders’ goal this season:
a deep run in the tournament.

Tech coach Tim Siegel leads the
way for the Red Raiders in his 15th
season at the helm.

Tech reached the second round of
the NCAA Tournament last year in
Lubbock, beating No. 48 Harvard in
the first round, 4-2, then losing to No.
16 Michigan,2-4.

Despite the loss of perennial All-
Big 12 Conference selection Bojan
Szumanski, Tech returns seniors
Christian Rojmar, Michael Breler, and
Sinisa Markovic, team captain James
Wilson, and Milos Kustudija along
with freshman stud Raony Carvalho.

“Pve never had five seniors in
one year,” he said. “Especially since
all five will contribute. James is our
captain, he is like a third coach out
there. Sinisa has been a tremendous
player for me for three years. He is
just a guy that knows how to win.
Christian and Mike played No. 5
and 6 last year, they're gonna have
to have good singles years for us to be
successful.”

During the 2007-08 season, Roj-
mar had a 24-15 singles record, Breler
a 27-5 record and Markovic a 24-9
record.

Tech will look for the senior
leadership, talent and experience
to permeate throughout the team
and younger players as the season

goes on.

“We have five seniors, we've had
three great years,” Breler said. “We
wanna end it really well, and we can
probably have the best season we've
had since we've been here.”

Tech’s singles lineup to start the
season consists of Carvalho at No.
1, Markovic at No. 2, freshman
Gonzalo Escobar at No. 3, Rojmar at
No. 4, Breler at No. 5, and Kustudija
at No. 6.

The three doubles teams are led by
Carvatho and Rojmar with Markovic
and Breler at No. 2 and Escobar and
David Gonzalez at No. 3.

The Red Raiders schedule contin-
ues to be a difficult one.

Last spring, Tech ended up playing
21 ranked opponents opposed to six
unranked teams.

This season, Tech has 14 teams
on its schedule ranked in the ITA
preseason poll.

Siegel said he regularly schedules
tough non-conference opponents
to prepare his team for Big 12 and,
ultimately, NCAA play.

“We've had tough schedules,”
Siegel said. “But this year without
question is the hardest schedule we’ve
ever played.”

Tech starts the season off against
No. 19 LSU at 9 a.m. Saturday in
Tulsa, Okla. Depending on if they
win or lose, the Red Raiders play No.
13 Tulsa or No. 30 Notre Dame on
Sunday.

The team’s first five matches will
be on the road and against ITA ranked
teams.

Tech also will have to maneuver

FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH'S MICHAEL Breler will start the 2009 season at the

No. 5 singles spot.

through a tough Big 12 with five of
the seven teams in the [TA Top 25
preseason rankings. :
“Every year obviously our goal is
to make the NCAA Tournament,”
he said. “We wanna be a Top-20 team,
there is no question about it. But the

numbers aren’t as important to me
as much as the guys working hard
and improving. If they do that, 1
think we have a chance with the
talent level we have to be a Sweet
16-type of team.”
#o-zane.turner@ttu.edu

Spaniards Nadal, Verdasco win through to advance to semis

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) —
The way Rafael Nadal sees it, one.good
thing will come from the first all-Spanish
semifinal in a hotly contested Australian
Open. ; »
A Spaniard will reach the final.

After improving one round on each
of his previous four trips to Melbourne
Park, odds are it will be top-ranked Nadal,
who finished off a 6-2, 7-5, 7-5 win over

No. 6 Gilles Simon on Wednesday as the
temperature dipped to 93 from a daytime
high of 109 degrees.

Nadal will meet another Spanish
left-hander for aspot in the final after Fer-
nando Verdasco ousted 2008 runner-up
Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 7-6 (2), 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.

‘T think it’s incredible for us,” Nadal
said. “One will be in the finals, so we have
to be happy with that.”
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No Spanish man has won the Aus-
tralian title. Nadal reached the semifinals
last year without dropping a set, but was
upset by Tsonga.

He rebounded from that to win the
French Open for the fourth straight time,
then ended Roger Federer's five-year reign
at Wimbledon and his 237-week stretch
at No. [.

Verdasco had his time in the sun in

exit at a major.

November, when he guided Spain
to victory in the Davis Cup final at
Argentina while Nadal was absent,
recovering from knee tendinitis.

If he thought the atmosphere was
intense in Argentina, he agreed it was
stifling in Melbourne. But that hasn’t
stopped Verdasco from going past his
best previous run of a fourth-round

Armstrong rides into
Texas political fight

AUSTIN (AP) — Lance Arm-
strong is taking a brief detour from his
cycling comeback and getting back
into the rough-and-tumble world of
Texas politics.

On Thursday, the seven-time Tour
de France champion returns to the Texas
Capitol to put his celebrity and expertise
behind an anti-smoking bill in the Leg-
islature. He is scheduled to appear at a
news conference to release public polling
data showing widespread support for a
ban on smoking in public places.

It won't be the first time Armstrong,
one of the world’s most famous athletes,
has ventured into the political arena. In

2007, he was instrumental in helping

pass a multibillion dollar bond initia-
tive to pay for cancer research and he
has hosted televised cancer forums with
candidates for president.

Supporters of the smoking ban,
which failed two years ago, are counting
on him to put the same kind of pizaz
into their cause.

“The comeback is as much about
bringing awareness to this fight against
cancer as it isabout winning the Tour de

France,” Armstrong told The Associated -

Press on Wednesday, three days after fin-

ishing 29th at the Tour of Australia. “It

all ties in and these are all key parts.”
According to the Smoke-Free Texas

coalition, which includes the American
Cancer Society and Armstrong’s founda-
tion, second-hand smoke kills 53,000
nonsmoking Americans every year and
is a known cause of lung cancer, heart
disease, low birth weight and chronic
lung ailments.

The bill would ban smoking in all
public and indoor workplaces, including
restaurants and bars.

Two dozen states have already enact-
ed some smoke-free laws with 14 others
considering them, the group says.

“This is an issue of people’s rights,”
to avoid second-hand smoke, Armstrong
said. “Nobody’s saying you can’t smoke
a cigarette, but you don’t have to do it
around me and my kids.”

Armstrong could be a critical figure
in the bill's chances of passing. Although
his foundation supported the measure
two years ago, he didn’t make the per-
sonal pleas that he did with the cancer
research bill.

He carries more than an athlete’s
celebrity into meetings with state
lawmakers. His personal story of over-
coming testicular cancer and in-depth
knowledge of treatments and research
make him a formidable advocate, said
Sen. Jane Nelson, a Republican who
sponsored the research bond bill two
years ago.
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instrument 15
8 Token amount

15 Holiday singer

16 Ground-
hugging stems
17 Start of Joe 22 |23 |24 |25
Paterno quote
18 Part 2 of quote
19 On _(no

20 21

33 {34 35 36

contract)

33 a0

21 Bobbsey twin
22 Scarcity

42 43

26 Bullring shout
29 Camp beds
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32
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32 Confront 43

33 On the front
burner

36 Oolong, for one = o8

37 Twisted forcibly

39 Part 3of quote  “f&1 (62
41 Tip ending?

59 60

42 Part 4 of quote 70
43 Bit

71

44 Part 5 of quote
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46 Buy off
48 Extinct bird
49 Songs of praise

51 Related
52 lrritating tingle 12 Implied idea
54 Baseball 13 One: pref.
legend Mel 14 Handwritten
55 Online doc.
newsgroup 20 Reverse
. system direction of an

By Alan P. Olschwa
Huntington Beach, CA

57 Gear tooth

59 Writer Ferber

61 Part & of quote

65 End of quote

70 Failed to keep
a promise

71 Direct route

72 Erik of "CHiPs"

73 DandC, in
D.C.

DOWN

Do something

Well, __-di-dah!

Anger

Part of DJIA

Social category

Oracle site

Perry's penner

Colo. hours

Of the ear: pref.

10 Pillow stuffing

11 Of a pelvic
bone
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electric current

22 Texas airport
letters

23 Hearing range

24 Mark above a
vowel

25 Make fresh

27 Tea brand

28 Rock producer
Brian

30 Weil-founded

31 Took seats

34 Canned corn
morsel

35 Small amount
of liquid

38 Handhold

40 Rich cake

44 Leaky PA
reactor

45 Tony Randall
movie, "7
Faces of
Doctor _"
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Tough Christmas marked
turning point for Cardinals

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Even the
weather in Arizona was gloomy in the
aftermath of the Cardinals’ 40-point
loss to New England.

One game remained before
the playoffs began, and coach Ken
Whisenhunt was mad.

“That was the first time [ ... saw
him really upset,” nose tackle Bryan
Robinson said.

The grueling Christmas week of
practice that followed somehow trans-
formed these NFL chumps into NFC
champs who face Pittsburgh Sunday
in the Super Bowl.

“] think it’s easy to look back on
it now and say that it was the turning
point,” Whisenhunt said on Wednes-
day. “Obviously, [ was very upset with
the way we were playing. I also was
concerned about a playoff game be-
ing two weeks away and the style of
football that we were playing.”

Concerned is way too mild a
word. He was as embarrassed as he
was angry, and he apologized to the
community.

“We've worked hard to create
something here, to gain the trust of
a lot of our fans,” he said at the time,

“and we feel like we've let them
down.”

Whisenhunt then issued a public
warning to his players.

“We’ve got a few guys that need
to pick up their game,” he said then.
“If they don’t, they'll be some other
guys playing.”

Whisenhunt put the team in full
pads for heavy workouts in a chilly
rain on Christmas Eve day. Christ-
mas morning was the same, and the
weather was even more miserable for
a team accustomed to sunny workouts
with temperatures in the 70s.

Usually low-keyed, Whisenhunt
let his team have it. He hollered, he
criticized.

“He said, ‘You know what? Bring
the big-boy pads,” Robinson said on
Wednesday. “That’s the only way
I know to basically show I'm not
lettin’ up, that 'm keeping my foot
on the gas pedal and we'll see what
happens.”

Whisenhunt told the players that
anyone who didn't give it his all would
not play in the playoffs.

“Tt made us wake up and realize the
playoffs were coming and if we were

going to keep playing like we did,
we would have a short playoff run,”
defensive end Bertrand Berry said.

The Cardinals had surrendered
without a fight in New England;
they trailed 28-0 at the half and
44-Q after three quarters.

The Patriots rolled for 514
yards, 183 on the ground and
331 through the air. Kurt Warner
completed 6 of 18 passes for 30
yards. The players seemed moré
interested in huddling around the
sideline space heaters than in play-
ing football.

Then there was the trip home.

Bad weather kept the team
charter on a Providence, R.1L.,
runway for 2% hours. Once air-
borne, the plane ran into severe
headwinds, forcing a refueling stop
in Minneapolis.

All through the 14-hour jour-
ney, Whisenhunt simmered.

His team, which had started the
season 7-3 and ran away with the
weak NFC West, had lost four of
five. A defeat in the season finale
against Seattle would send the Car-
dinals into the playoffs at 8-8.

NASCAR faulted in 2007

WASHINGTON (AP) — In-
vestigators on Wednesday blamed
NASCAR for a “tragic, unneces-
sary” plane crash in 2007, saying
the racing organization let one of its
aircraft take off without checking
an electrical problem reported the
day before.

NASCAR violated federal avia-
tion rules when it allowed the small
corporate plane back in the air on
July 10, 2007, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board said.

The Cessna 310 was en route
from Daytona Beach to Lakeland
in Florida when it crashed outside
Orlando. The plane hit two homes,
killing a 24-year-old law student
and her 6-month-old son as well as
a 4-year-old neighbor. Also killed
were the NASCAR pilot and the
husband of a NASCAR executive, a
pilot himself.

The safety board also said the
crash resulted partly from sloppy
maintenance record-keeping at NA-
SCAR’s aviation unit. The organiza-
tion has a fleet of planes comparable
to a small charter operation or a tiny
airline.

“] think we’re going to find that
this accident started before the
airplane even left the ground,” said
one board member, Robert Sumwalt
said. He said NASCAR “enabled this
tragic, unnecessary crash.”

NASCAR spokesman Ramsey
Poston said NASCAR has worked
with aviation industry experts “to im-
prove our safety management systems
s0 as to prevent an accident like this
from occurring in the future.”

Investigators said the pilot who
flew that Cessna the day before the
crash turned off the radar system and
pulled its circuit breaker in midflight

ONE MEMBERSHIF .
THREEE L ATHONE,
ATH & SLIDE: 281-15588

D & SLIDE: £98-0099

820
BIMD & UMIVERSITY: 7482998

www. gelasuperian.com
info@getasuperiancom

HOURS:
MF 5.2 SAT 10-8 SUN 1.8

plane crash

he began smelling a burning odor.
After flying safely for another
hour or so, the pilot submitted
an incident report to NASCAR's
maintenance division.

But NASCAR did not inspect
the problem before the plane
was allowed back in the air on
July 10.

The pilot in charge that day was
told of the incident before he took
off and should have investigated
further, investigators said. But he
may have believed the radar system
was simply broken and could have
reset the circuit breaker.

About one-third of the way
into the 100-mile trip, an electri-
cal problem recurred. The pilot

. reported smoke in the cockpit min-

utes before going down. Investiga-
tors later found extensive evidence
of an electrical fire on board.
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Radio Shack cancels Mexico soccer-voodoo campaign

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ra-
dio Shack has withdrawn from
a Mexican newspaper’s promo-
tional campaign inviting fans
to prick voodoo dolls to boost
the nation’s soccer team in an
upcoming match against the
United States.

The Fort Worth, Texas-based
company said in a statement that
it wishes “the very best of luck” to
Mexico, the U.S. and all teams in
the final round of regional quali-
fying for the 2010 World Cup.

Mexican sports daily Record
confirms that it was notified

Wednesday of Radio Shack’s
withdrawal.

Record marketing manager
Daniel Paz says the decision was
a “surprise.” The paper plans to
continue the promotion and is
looking at possible other part-
ners.
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Rangers’ Benoit has surgery on torn rotator cuff

ARLINGTON (AP) — Rang-
ers reliever Joaquin Benoit is
expected to miss-at least half the
2009 season following surgery to
repair a torn right rotator cuff.

The operation on Benoit’s
pitching shoulder was performed
Tuesday in Cincinnati by Dr.
Timothy Kremchek, the Reds’
medical director.

Benoit has been a key mem-
ber of Texas’ bullpen the past
few years, but shoulder problems
plagued him most of last season.
In 44 appearances, he was 3-2

with a 5.00 ERA — his highest
mark since 2004 when he made
15 starts.

The 32-year-old Benoit was
shut down for part of last season
with shoulder fatigue and even-
tually went on the disabled list
with shoulder inflammation. He is
30-26 with a 4.79 ERA and eight
saves in 273 career appearances,
including 55 starts.

“Joaquin was affected most of
last season, and it didn’t allow him
to perform to his abilities,” Rang-
ers general manager Jon Daniels

said in a statement Wednesday.
“He attempted to rehab the injury
this offseason. He worked hard,
but the results weren't there.”

Texas went through a similar
sequence with right-handed starter
Eric Hurley. A first-round pick by
the Rangers in 2004, Hurley made
his major league debut and four
other starts last year before shoul-
der soreness sidelined him. He had
an injection in August and tried
rehabilitation through December
before finally having surgery on
the rotator cuff last week.
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UIL's executive director Farney to retire

AUSTIN (AP) — University
Interscholastic League Executive
Director Bill Farney is retiring at
the end of the month, the UIL
announced Wednesday.

Farney has held the top spot
at the UIL, the governing body™
for Texas public high school
sports, since 1995.

During Farney's tenure, the
league implemented team ten-
nis, boy’s and girl’s soccer, girl’s
softball and girl’s wrestling.

In 2008, the league also

started the nation’s largest high
school steroids testing program.
Ordered by the Texas Legisla-
ture, the program will test up to
50,000 students by the end of the
current school year.

Farney, 67, has been with the
UIL since 1977. He was direc-
tor of athletics when the state
implemented the No Pass, No
Play law that requires athletes
to maintain passing grades to
participate in sports.

Farney is the sixth execu-

tive director in the 100-year
history of the UIL, which has
about 1,300 schools and more
than 700,000 athletes. His suc-
cessor was not immediately an-
nounced.

“My favorite thing here at
the league is seeing kids com-
pete,” Farney said. “UIL gives
students a chance to compete
and be unique. It's not a mat-
ter of beating someone, but the
thrill of competing and doing
your best.”
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New York Times retains Goldman for Red Sox sale

NEW YORK (AP) — The
New York Times Co. says it has
retained investment firm Gold-
man Sachs to help explore a sale
of its stake in the company that
owns the Boston Red Sox.

Investors have been pressur-
ing the company to sell assets as

E 200000000000 00800000030800000080RR00R0sEREERRERR0TRRBIRRTRRROERRIRROS

advertising revenue plummets.
The company holds a 17.8 per-
cent stake in New England Sports
Ventures, which owns the Boston
baseball team as well as Fenway
Park, a portion of a cable sports
network and other properties.
The Times reported in Decem-

ber that its parent company was
exploring a sale.

The announcement came
Wednesday as the Times Co.
reported its earnings plunged
48 percent in the fourth quarter
because of lower advertising rev-
enue in a weak economy.
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Texans TE Owen Daniels headed to 1st Pro Bowl

HOUSTON (AP) — Tex-

ans tight end Owen Daniels is

first time.
The third-year pro was named

headed to the Pro Bowl for the Wednesday as a replacement for
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San Diego’s Antonio Gates. He
joins teammates Andre Johnson
and Mario Williams, two other
2006 draft picks who were both
chosen as starters for the AFC.

The 6-foot-3, 246-pound
Daniels was second among AFC
tight ends with 862 receiving
yards. He and Johnson were the
most prolific tight end-receiver
combination in the NFL with
185 catches for 2,437 yards.

The three Pro Bowl selections
are the most in the seven-year
history of the Texans. The game
is Feb. 8 in Hawaii.
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Warner's super comeback rooted in faith, hard work

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Four years
ago Kurt Warner was having a hard
time finding a job.

No matter that he had been to two
Super Bowls and won one of them,
or that he'd been an NFL and Super
Bowl MVP.

The perception was that he was
washed up, finished, that his storybook
career was approaching an ignomini-
ous end.

Then the 37-year-old quarterback
wrote the most amazing chapter of
all with a season that might cement
him a spot on football’s Hall of Fame,
especially if he can lead the Arizona
Cardinals, of all teams, to a Super Bowl
victory Sunday over the Pittsburgh
Steelers.

_ “Hopefully, it would recognize him
for exactly what he is— one of the best
players to ever play his position,” his

coach, Ken Whisenhunt, said.

Warner’s story is rooted in a deep
faith and a persistent drive to be the
very best he can be as a person and a
football player.

“My approach is hoping that every
player that I've played with, every place
that I've been, that in some way, shape
or form, I leave my stamp on those
people and those places,” he said at
the Super Bowl media day on Tuesday.
“That’s what [ want my legacy to be.
The football stuff, that’s all gravy.”

The football stuff impresses his

Pittsburgh counterpart, Ben Roeth--

lisberger.

“He’s gone through so much and
done so much,” Roethlisberger said.
“To me, I love watching him play. He
throws an unbelievable pass and — you
know what? — [ have a lot of respect for
him and the way he plays the game.”

Warner’s return to the top is a

dominant theme leading up to this
Super Bowl, just as it was in his 1999
season.
_ “Most times when you do some-
thing great, it’s not overnight,” he said.
“It’s not something that comes easy. It
comes with a lot of hard work, a lot of
time, a lot of commitment.”

The comment pretty much sums
up his life.

Warner played for Northern lowa,
but didn’t start until he was a senior.
Then he tried out for the Green Bay
Packers, but was quickly released. So
it was back to Cedar Rapids, where
he got a job stocking shelves for a
supermarket.

His route from there to the NFL
included three seasons with the Iowa
Barnstormers of the Arena Football
League and two years with the Amster-

dam Admirals in NFL Europe.

Before the 1999 season, Warner was
a backup with the Rams when starter
Trent Green was injured. Coach Dick
Vermeil turned to Warner, and the re-
sult was one of the most prolific offenses
in NFL history.

In the next three years, despite
missing five games because of injury,
Warner threw for 12,612 yards and
98 touchdowns. There was the Su-
per Bowl championship season and
the near-miss against New England
in 2001.

But injuries to his finger and hand
in 2002 signaled the beginning of the
end of his days in St. Louis.

He lost the starting job to Marc
Bulger and was released by the Rams
after the 2003 season.

“I never felt like the physical part
of my game ever disappeared,” Warner

said. “] felt like that was always there.
The one question I had when I left St.
Louis was would I ever get the oppor-
tunity to display that again.”

He signed a one-year deal with the
New York Giants, but was replaced by
rookie Eli Manning 10 games into the
season after an awful game against the
Cardinals.

At 33, Warner found no serious
offers, except from the lowly Cards,
perennial doormats in the NFL.

Even in Arizona, success never
came easily.

“I worked my butt off this year to try
to prove they made the right decision,
not only this year but when they signed
me four years ago,” Warner said, “to try
to pay back as much as I can for what
they've given me.”

Warner was limited by injuries to
10 starts in 2005. In 2006, then-coach

Dennis Green'made Warner the starter
after training camp, but again he was
replaced by a rookie — when Matt
Leinart took over ﬁve games into the
season.

Whisenhunt replaced the fired
Green in 2007, and Warner had to
prove himself all over again.

“This league is so much built on
what someone’s perception of you is,”
Warner said. “I know that even when
this coaching staff came here ... that
they really felt that this guy is on the
tail end of his career, he’s just kind of
hanging on.”

Whisenhunt kept Leinart as the
starter, but sent Warner into three
games to operate a productive, no-
huddle offense. Then Leinart went
down with a broken collarbone five
games into the season, and Warner had

the job full time.

In Pittsburgh, the big hits

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ryan Clark
levels Willis McGahee and Wes
Welker.

Hines Ward breaks Keith Rivers’
jaw.

James Farrior stacks up Derrick
Ward.

The Pittsburgh Steelers don’t de-
liberately try to injure opposing play-
ers. It’s just that it happens sometimes
when a team is taught to hit only two
ways: hard and harder.

The Steelers are as physical as it gets
in the NFL, and the Arizona Cardinals
understand they must be prepared to
match that hit-or-be-hit mentality if
they want to win the Super Bowl. The
Ravens-Steelers AFC championship
game might have been the NFLs most
punishing all season, and the Cardinals
know what’s ahead.

Let’s get physical, indeed.

“They’re definitely different,”
Cardinals linebacker Karlos Dansby

said Wednesday. “They fly around to
the ball and they play with a passion,
and that’s a beautiful thing when you
see a team play with a lot of passion.
.. You admire stuff like that, seeing
people coming down, making big hits
and changing the game.”

Playing with toughness and an
edge didn’t begin in Pittsburgh with
the Bill Cowher or Chuck Noll eras,
either. The Steelers teams of coach
Buddy Parker were rugged, hard-
hitting and nasty in the late 1950s and
early 1960s, too, although they didn’t
win like their predecessors did.

The Steelers transformed physical
play into an art form during the Steel
Curtain days, an image personified
by Jack Lambert’s body-slam hits, Joe
Greene’s meanness, Mike Webster's
blocking and Mel Blount’s punish-
ment of wide receivers at the line of
scrimmage.

“The way they ran the ball in the

keep coming

1970s, the way they played defense, you

had to be physical,” cornerback Deshea.

Townsend said. “Pittsburgh, it’s a rough
city. It’s a tough city. A lot of hard-nosed
people live in that city, so you have to be
that type of team to fit in there.”

Cardinals wide receiver-returner
Steve Breaston grew up in Pittsburgh
and was educated at length about
those Steelers teams. He plays a skill
position, yet he has always tried to
make his family proud by playing with
toughness, too.

“The football there is smashmouth
and a real physical style. The Steel-
ers, that defines them right there,”
Breaston said. “Look at their lineback-
ers, secondary, all the way through.
They’re all making plays, getting to
the quarterback. You see (Troy) Po-
lamalu flying around the field, that’s
Pittsburgh. They make plays. You have
tomatch it or it’s going to wear on you,
wear you down.”

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — There
were mountains of jumbo shrimp,
and caviar everywhere. Muham-
mad Ali would show up, maybe
amid a fleet of shiny Cadillacs.
Five-star hotels were packed, and
getting a dinner reservation for
Saturday night was impossible.
Finding a ticket for Sunday was
even harder.

was so much more than a game.
It was an outright orgy of football,
glitzand gluttony, a celebration of
excess where too much was never
enough.

The No. 1 sporting event in
America is still a big deal. Nearly
100 million of us will tune in
Sunday night when the Pitts-
burgh Steelers play the Arizona
Cardinals.

But in these tough economic
times, it’s easy to see: The Super
Bowl is taking a hit, too.

In years past, the Super Bowl

General Motors and FedEx
pulled their TV ads, even though
NBC lowered the.price. Playboy
canceled its annual party. Almost
200 fewer media credentials were
issued.

“When I think of the NFL, I
think of recession-proof,” Cardinals
lineman Elliot Vallejo said this week.
“But that’s not true anymore.”

Used to be everywhere you
looked around a Super Bowl town,
all you could see was advertising.
There were commercial booths at
every turn. The headquarters hotel
and media center looked like giant
trade shows.

Now you can look pretty much
everywhere and actually see things.
Such as empty tables at local res-
taurants and vacant hotel rooms
downtown. .

StubHub does have a sign on the
mezzanine level at Raymond James
Stadium. The nationwide ticket bro-

Super Bowl takes a hit: Recession zaps hig game

ker also had more than 3,000 seats for
sale, as of midweek. They were getting
less expensive by the minute.

“In terms of pricing, this game
has become the Limbo Bowl —
how low can it go?” StubHub
spokesman Sean Pate said. “When
it comes to plunking down $7,000
for a weekend, people are becoming
more pragmatic. They have other
needs.”

Dave Gornick hears that from his
pals. Now a dentist in Gibsonia, Pa.,
the lifelong Steelers fan grew up in
steel-mill country.

“Some of the guys I tailgate
with, they’re blue-collar guys mak-
ing $30,000 or $35,000 a year, and
they didn’t have the $1,600 you
had to put up in advance to get into
the lottery for Super Bowl tickets,”
he said. “In the past, [ think they
would’ve done anything to get to
the Super Bowl. Not now, not with
this economy.”
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TUTORS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

SERVICES

A+ TUTORING and testsprep packets: Blaw, pols,
finance, math, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
etc. testsprep.com. 806-239-9683.

AFFORDABLE TUTORING with CLUB Z! In Home
Tutoring. All grade levels, all subjects including
TAKS Test Prep, SAT/ACT Prep and much more!
806-368-5629. www.clubz.com. First session free!

CLUB Z! In Home Tutoring: College Level Tutoring
for Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, En-
glish, Foreign Languages and more! Flexible
Schedules. Call today! 806-368-5629. $50 off with
this ad! www.clubz.com.

VIOLIN, VIOLA, PIANO lessons. Five blocks from
Tech. 317-0042.

HELP WANTED

APARTMENT SHOPPERS needed. Shop local
apartment communities and get paid! Please con-
tact Jessica at (806) 797-3162 or
jessica.williams@mcdougal.com for more details.

ASSISTANT POSITION available. Part time, flexi-
ble hours. Grocery shopping, housecleaning, cook-
ing, errands, etc. 687-8030, 773-5556.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for two children ages 5
and 8. Will be needed from 2:30 until evenings on
weekdays. Must be responsible. Please call (325)-
812-3395 or email at searsj_99@yahoo.com.

BEST COLLEGE JOB

Apply in store or online at

www.getasupertan.com.

SuperTan 3 locations in Lubbock. 82nd & Univer-
sity, 82nd & Slide or 4th & Slide Road.

COUNTER HELP needed. Flexible hours. Comet
Cleaners. Apply at 5402 4th St.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Eamn up to $150 per day
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791.

HELP WANTED senior citizen needs volunteers to
install walk-in shower. Very much needed. Call
Marta (806)744-8356, (806)441-2463.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YWCA now hiring to start Jan-
uary 5th for after school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6
PM. Apply now at 35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at
806-792-2723.

MASSAGE ENVY is looking for an enthusiastic and
motivated sales associate MWF 7:45am to 1pm.
$7 per hour + commission. 4414 82nd, Suite 109.
687-3689.

MEADOWBROOK GOLF Course now hiring all po-
sitions; pro shop, food/beverage, cart staff and
maintenance. 806-765-6679. :

MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS NEEDED
Earn extra money delivering the new Names and
Numbers Lubbock area telephone directories.
Working as an independent contractor during your
available daylight hours. Must be at least 18 years
old with valid drivers license and proof of
insurance. A great way to eamn extra money for
yourself, family or locally sponsored organization.

If interested call 1-877-878-9445
or email: tntenterprises07 @yahoo.com.

MR. AQUARIUM now accepting applications. All
positions. 2523 34th.

OFFICE HELP needed! Clerical duties, running er-
rands, and any help needed around the office. Call
806-748-1305.

OPERATIONS MANAGER with inventory experi-
ence, detail oriented and good people skills for lo-
cal computer store. Email resume to
Iwatkins@hied.com.

OTTO’S GRANARY
Specialty store. Coffee, gifts, Godiva. Open 9am -
9pm daily, 12 - 6 Sunday. Flexible shifts. Morning,
afternoon, & evening shifts available. Apply in per-
son only @ Otto’s Granary, 4119 Marsha Sharp
Freeway (between El Chico Restaurant and La
Quinta Hotel).

- PART TIME evening housekeepers needed. Apply

at 5127 34th St. Ask for Mike.

PART TIME help. Teachers aid. 7am-12:30pm, 12:-
30pm-6pm, or 3pm-6pm. Apply at Hope Lutheran
School at 5700 98th.

PART-TIME student for medical weight loss clinic.
Prefer local student who wants to work in summer
as well as during school. Flexible hours. $7/hr. Ap-
ply in person @ 3303 University Ave.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT/AU-pair/Nanny..ability to
speak/teach foreign language is a plus. Must have
dependable transportation & good organization
skills. Must ‘have references for previous child care.
Schedulé flexible call 806-748-1305.

RECENT GRAD?

Consider becoming an Independent Insurance Ad-
juster. VivaMPR is looking for Bilingual Individuals
who are driven and ready to work. We are offering
a fraining class for licensing and xactimate. Please
call Louis Constancio at (806) 928-5535, or email:
louis@vivampr.com.

SCIENCE SPECTRUM'S Education Department is
accepting applications for part time informal educa-
tors/presenters. Position requires the handling of
wildlife and chemicals, some travel, public speak-
ing, and a flexible schedule. Apply at 2579 South
Loop 289.

SERVERS: LUNCHES 11am-2pm M-F. Apply in
person only El Chico 4301 Marsha Sharp Free-
way. Next door to Otto’s.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

STUDENTPAYOUTS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free
to join. Click on Surveys.

SUMMER RANCH JOBS
The C Lazy U Ranch in the Colorado Rocky Moun-
tains has positions available for students who are
available until mid August or later. All positions can
be found on our application which is available on
our website www.clazyu.com or call Phil at (970)-
877-3344.

THE GAS LIGHT

Experienced wait staff needed. Apply in person at
5212 57th Street or call 785-1720 after 4 pm for
more information.

1ST MONTH FREE
@ GATEWAY; only $489 a month. Great room-
mate! Animals acceptable. Free tanning, pools,
work out, parking, internet. 512 289 2983.

GARAGE APARTMENT. Near Tech on 16th.
Quiet, clean, gas heat, upstairs, large closet,
fenced, off-street parking. $300/month. Available
Now. 806-773-9423; 806-789-1369.

4/2. OFF street parking. 2 blocks from Tech. 2522
21st. $1250. 790-5001.

500 POLICE Impounds! Hondas, Toyotas, efc.
From 500! For listings 800-544-1092 ext L356.

4807 37TH. Only 2 years old! 3/2. Perfect for room-
mates! $995. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

BLACK BEDROOM set 5 piece. Contemporary
style. Brand new! $475. 806-549-3110.

4809 12TH. 3/2/2 in great neighborhood! $895.
Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

BLACK COUNTER height pedestal pub table, has
storage, swivel stools, New! $550. 806-549-3110.

5220 17TH. 3/2/2. convenient to Tech! Fireplace.
Large yard. $995. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-
3040.

BOMBER JACKET (leather look) ultra suede sofa
& big chair. New! Lifetime warranty. Deliver??
$890. 806-438-0081.

NEED SUB LEASER for fall 09' - fall 10" Gateway
Apartments. 1 bedroom, $729 a month. All bills
paid. Fully furnished. Washer/dryer included. Pa-
tio/balcony. Free ethermet and cable. Pets ok!
Safe, gated, community! Please call: 214 929-5002.

ONE MONTH FREE
All Bills Paid! Sublease University Courtyard. Pri-
vate Bath, Personal Carport, 2 pools, Free Gym/-
Tanning/Shuttle, 3 Minutes from Tech. 512-294-
1851.

ONE PERSON only. All bills paid. $485. Very nice
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

119 B North Troy. 2/1 duplex close to Tech! $550.
Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

1619 UNIVERSITY, Farm House Studio Apart-
ment, 1/1 $650/mo.; 3502 25th, 2/1/1 $700/mo.;
3509 23rd Street , 2/1 $700/mo.; 3410 97th, 2/2/2
with 400 sq ft finished basement $950/mo. 3105A
110th, 3/2/2 duplex $825/mo. Call Lamberts Prop-
erties LLC 806-687-7228 or 806-687-0376. All
properties come with appliances & lawn care. Ask
about leasing special.

1708 AVE V. Walk to Tech! 1 bedroom garage
apartment. $295. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

1715 B 23rd. Cute 1 bedroom. W/D connection,
Fenced yard! $450. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-
3040.

1911 AVE R. Cozy 2/1 + loft! $500. Castle Property
Mgmt. 783-3040.

1912 A 16th. Remodeled 2/1. Cute & clean! $495.
Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

2 BEDROOM 1 bath duplex. 2223 16th. Fireplace.
WD included. $650/mo. $500/dep. 806-441-4690. .

2/1 WITH central h/a, fireplace, all appliances in-
cluded. Awesome fenced backyard with extended
car garage. 3010 29th St. $750/mo, $300 deposit.
543-6764.

2310 32ND. 2/1. Central H/A. New paint & tile.
$675. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

2436 22ND. 2/1. Walk to Tech! New dishwash-
erffridge! $900. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re-
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month.
Bills paid. 792-3118.

UMPIRES NEEDED for Lubbock Litle League

- baseball. For meeting/clinic schedule and to sign

up call Jay Temple at 543-8999.

1 BEDROOM University Fountains $665,the rent is
$725 for new residents, so you save an extra $60 a
month with this renewal rate!! Rent term is from Au-
gust 2009-August 2010. 1 block from campus,
Tech bus service, free 52" HDTV, all bills paid with
$20 cap on electricity, W/D included. More info on
CraigsList. Justin Radzwill (713)614-3072.
justin.radzwill@ttu.edu

3/2 TWO story house. Near campus. Dining. W/D
connections. 2432 21st. $875/mo., $400 deposit.
787-2323. 544-3600.

3/2 TWO-story house. Hardwood, CH/A, yard, W/D
connections, appliances. 2310 28th. $795/mo.,
$400/dep. 787-2323. 544-3600. -

308 B North Chicago. Newer 3/3/2 w/yard! $795.
Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

3411 25TH. Completely updated! 3/2 close to cam-
pus! $1050 Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

4/2. $199/MONTH 1-4 bedrooms available!
5%dn, 30yrs at 8%. Start saving money! 800-544-
6258 ext T596.

5418 45TH. 4/2. Two living areas, new carpet!
$875. Castle Property Mgmt. 783-3040.

BRAND NAME queen size chiropractic matiress
set! New! $125. 806-438-0081.

5834 B 7th. Newer 3/2/2. W/D connection. Security
gate. $850 per month. 806-783-3040.

CALIFORNIA KING (long) complete mattress set.
Brand new! $250. Can deliver. 806-438-0081.

AFFORDABLE

Nice 1 bed efficiency house. Quite. 2 block off cam-
pus on 22nd. Kitchenette, refrigerator, stove. Pri-
vate parking. Move in today. $265/mo. Call Ann or
B. J. 795-2011.

EFFICIENCY. UPDATED. Lots of space. W/D
hookups. Yard space. $365/mo + electric, $300/de-
posit. Joe 806-441-0611.
http://www.merlinspetshop.com/index.php?main_-
page=index&cPath=101.

DINING TABLE & chairs, rich cherry finish. Brand
new! Can deliver. $270. 806-549-3110.

DOUBLE/FULL PILLOWTOP mattress set. New!
Can deliver. $115. 806-549-3110.

ELECTRIC ADJUSTABLE bed and memory foam
mattress split king, list $5500, sell $1990. Can de-
liver. 806-549-3110.

FOR SALE: 4/2 house, 1922 sq. ft., close to Tech,
excellent condition. $99,500. 5510 12th St. Call
Jan Alexander, ERA Real Estate. (806)789-9325.

FOR LEASE. Available February 1st. 2-story 3/3.
Nice. 5 blocks from Tech. $1100/mo. Call Bill 470-
7037. Efficiency apartment available now. Nice.
Close to Tech. $450/mo., bills paid. Call Bill 470-
7037.

FOR RENT. 2/1 country house. 30 minutes from
campus. 806-759-1208.

FOR RENT: 3/2/1. Central H/A, washer/dryer, dish-
washer and stove included. $990/month with $500
deposit @ 3811 26th. Call 806-798-3716.

FREE RENT
Great houses and duplexes for lease. 2302 17th:
Lindsey Apartments 2/1, $595/month; 2116 14th:
3/2, $900/month; 3602 32nd: 2/1, $595/month;
3215 33rd: 211, $695/month; 4814 35th: 2/1,
$575/month; 4817 35th: 3/1, $650/month; 2605

37th:  2/1, $595/month; 1911  13th:  1/1,
$395/month. Please call 773-5249.
GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS

4/1.5/2 huge house, 2 living areas, CH/CA. W/D
connections. Appliances. 1725 25th. $870/mo.
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment.- No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid.
792-3118.

LOOKING TO 2 students who will be here 2 - 3
years. 2/1 brick house 3 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. $850/mo. 762-6302.

NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom
houses convenient to Tech. Call 771-1890.

ROOMMATES WANTED! Looking for 1 or 2 room-
mates to move into a house with me in February.
Male or female. Call for info 713-724-9535.

STUDENT SPECIAL.

Affordable housing. Close to campus. 1 bedroom
duplex, bills paid. 2 bedroom mobilehomes. $200
security deposit. 806-795-0040, 806-786-8711.

STUDENTS CALL on these great properties: 5417
29th, 2606 21st, 2604C 21st, 2608B 21st, 3810A &
B 33rd, 5217 42nd. 797-2212.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE

5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

MERLOT FINISH bedroom suite. Hardwood.
Boxed, new! List $2450, sell $790. Can deliver.
806-549-3110.

OLD WEST wood & iron bedstead. Heavy! Boxed.
$250. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men's from $495. Wom-
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

MISCELLANEOUS

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus  expense. . Non/smoker, ages 19-
29 SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0.
Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.
AFFORDABLE MOVING
Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable

prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the
phone. Call 799-4033.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc.
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653,
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE‘ WORLD

Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES

FOR SALE

100% LEATHER 5 piece. Sofa, loveseat, table set.
Lifetime warranty. Brand new! $625. 806-549-3110.

UNIVERSITY FOUNTAINS. February - August.
$500/mo. david.brock@ttu.edu
www.universityfountains.com.

ANDROPOLIS HAIR SALON/COLOR SPA. New
client speciall Womens haircut/style $20. Mens
haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye-
brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

AVENUE U Storage. 5x10 $19. No fees, no de-
posits. Free trailer use. 222 North Avenue U. 763-
5630 www.aveuselfstorage.com.

CLEAN BY DESIGN!

Moving in or out BPS will clean so you don't have
to. Get your deposit back or call to get on a regular
cleaning schedule. We do the Cottages and other
great cleaning projects. Great cleaners to improve
your health and surroundings. We Clean Green!
www.MakeReadySpecials.com 866-550-2763.

CURVACIONPHOTO PHOTOGRAPHING the sexy
side of West Texas for 12 years. Creative, sexy,
and unique image creations. Visit www.curvacion.
com for details/rates or call 806-786-5276, e-mail
curvacionphoto@yahoo.com.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

LAKERIDGE COUNTRY Club student member-
ship. Call Stacey O'Brien for info. 794-4444 ex.205.

NURSE-AID classes enrolling NOW.
Day/Evening/Saturday. Class size limited. Three
Star Nurse-Aid Training 806-747-4102, 806-928-
9847.

WAXING

Brazillian, $45. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15.
Camille, 797-9777x245, @ Lindsey’s 3307 83rd.

- TRAVEL

SKIPAJARITO.COM

BREAK

BRECKEARIDGE

Ski 20 Mountains & 5 Resorts

Slopeside Luxury Condos, Lifts,
Rentals, Lessons and Parties!

1-800-SKI-WILD

1-800-7654-9453

WWWJII!S'(I.GBIII
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Forget the BCS mess, the NFL has problems with its own system

The Bowl Championship Series
system has left many college football
fans begging for a playoff, but after
watching the NFL playoffs, I see a
system that is just as flawed.

While the NFL is praised for its
parity-driven playoff system, the
college system has been frowned
upon because the participants in
the championship game often are
decided by things other than on-field
competition. g

What some people fail to realize
is that the NFL has a playoff system
in place, but the participants of the
playoffs are not always decided on
the field. :

Many sports fans point to Texas,
USC and Utah as teams left out by
a flawed system, but the NFL playoff
formula has been far from flawless.
How else do you explain an 11-5
New England Patriot team being
left out of the playoffs while the 8-8
San Diego Chargers host a first round
playoff game? : .

Making the situation even more
ridiculous is the fact that the Patriots
played in a far superior division than

Landry
Locker

the Chargers.
The other three teams in the

‘Patriots’ division, the AFC East, _

combined for a record of 27-21, while
the teams in the Chargers’ division,
the AFC West, combined for a record
of 15-33.

There is no reasonable formula
in the world that would put the
Chargers in the playoffs ahead of the
Patriots. Not even the BCS.

Since the NFL adapted a salary
cap following the 1995-96 season,
the league has been embraced for
its parity because the small-market
teams have a chance to compete with
the large-market teams.

While the league is not lacking
parity, the unbalanced divisions in
the league have led to postseason
mediocrity.

An inferior teams often makes the
playoffs because it plays in a weak
division. This can be an advantage at
the beginning of the playoffs for these
teams because those from the weaker
divisions are not as worn down as
teams from the more competitive
ones. This is one of the main reasons
why there are so many first round
upsets in the NFL playoffs.

Upsets often seem exciting at
the beginning of the playoffs, but
recent Super Bowl history has
shown the teams from weaker divi-
sions eventually get exposed and
often bring a weak product in the
Super Bowl.

Last season the New England
Patriots stormed into the Super Bowl
undefeated and were pretty much
already crowned champions before
the game was even played. What a
lot of the “experts” failed to realize
was the other teams in the Patriots’
division combined for a pathetic 12-
36 record, which had a lot to do with
the Patriots’ perfect record.

In one of the biggest upsets in
Super Bowl history, the Patriots

were defeated by the battle-tested
New York Giants from the NFC
East where the three other teams in
that division combined for a 30-18
record.

This may seem like a mere co-
incidence, but teams coming from
divisions with better records than the
opponents have won the last eight
Super Bowls.

[ do not expect this streak to end,
and that is why I am picking the
Steelers, with a 19-28-1 combined
record of the other three teams in
their division, over the Cardinals,
with a 13-35 combined division
record, in yet another below-average
Super Bowl.

Since the start of the decade
representation in the Super Bowl has
been weak at times. The Giants in
2000, Oakland in 2002 and Seattle
in 2005 (the last NFC West team
to appear in the Super Bowl against
the Steelers) are just a few examples
of mediocre teams-appearing in the
“Big Game.”

There appears to be no realistic
short-term solution to the BCS, but

the NFL problem could be solved
easily.

The two conferences in the
NFL, the AFC and NFC, are each
composed of sixteen teams with
each conference composed of four
four-team divisions. During the NFL
schedule format, each team faces the
other teams in its division twice.
This can be an unfair advantage to
teams in weaker divisions and can
lead to weak representation in the
playoffs.

Instead of having a team play each
team in the division twice, why not
have each team play the other 15
teams in their conference?

It would be awesome to have ev-
ery team play the other 15 teams in
the conference and then just use the
final week of the season to match up
teams to solve possible tiebreakers.
This would make Week 17 exciting
in the NFL instead of the joke it has
become with third-string quarter-
backs getting playing time.

This would not only make the
Super Bowl more competitive, but it
would also become more intriguing

because it would be the only matchup
between the AFC and NFC during
the season.

Each conference would have bet-
ter representation in the playoffs be-
cause each team would have virtually
the same schedule. Fans would have
more of a rooting interest because
conference pride would increase.

This formula would not only
make the playoffs more competitive,
but it would also eliminate the weak
regular season and give the NFL an
intense regular season similar to the
one we see every week in college
football.

We might not see a college playoff
for a while, but there is the solution
to ending Super Bowl mediocrity and
perfecting the NFL playoffs. The col-
lege football fans want a playoff simi-
lar to the NFL system, but the NFL
should strive for the regular season
intensity the college game has.

B Locker is a senior broadcast
journalism major from Southlake.
E-mail him at
landry.locker@ttu.edu.

Basehall still rules in White House

WASHINGTON (AP) — This
much apparently isn’t changing at
the White House: You better know
the language of sports:

When press secretary Robert
Gibbs set out Wednesday to explain
the status of a massive economic
bill, he repeatedly spoke in baseball
terms. .

Reporters pressed him on details
such as why some programs were
worthy of getting money and whether
President Barack Obama was disap-
pointed about opposition from House
Republicans as a vote neared.

Gibbs then took the field.

“ hesitate to call the game after
the third inning. I hate to declare
the winner,” Gibbs said. “I know we
all have analysis to write, but let’s
not — let’s not stop after the third
inning and tell us who won in the

-ninth. [t’s a long process.”

It was reminiscent of the George
W. Bush White House, where officials
often explained even the most serious

matters in sports analogies.

#

FEXAS

FELCH

needed after that one.

A reporter asked Gibbs if some
spending programs might be scrapped
when a final bill emerged.

“I think this largely proves my
somewhat maybe possibly weak base-
ball analogy,” Gibbs said. Again, he
said, it is only the third inning.

But they keep score in baseball
in every inning, a reporter pointed
out. By this point, Gibbs was just
warming up.

“They do,” Gibbs said. “But they
don’t declare winners. You get up
and stretch at one point during the
game. And there’s a man that says
you can’t buy beer after a certain
time, but the umpire doesn’t declare
the game over except for one point
in the game, so I guess I would stress
that, even as you get up to stretch
and buy beer, they only call one
winnet, so let’s hope that that one
winner is the American people,
because both teams have worked
together.”

A seventh-inning stretch was

e i
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Costner signed on to host a glitzy
Super Bowl party this year, but
the truth is he doesn’t really like

glad-handing, picture-taking and
standing around.

The 54-year-old Hollywood
star would much rather be up on
stage with his band, Modern West,
grinding out original tunes in a dark
club somewhere, showing people
how serious he really is about the
music. So if you really want to
get Costner to appear somewhere,
invite the band, too. Playing live in
the middle of the biggest weekend
in sports is why he’s coming to
Tampa.

“It’s clearly not the need for
attention. I've had enough of that
for a lifetime,” Costner chuckles
during a telephone interview. “It’s
no fun being a celebrity. I'd rather
be a performer. I'd rather sing for
my supper.” :

e

parties all that much. Too much .

But attention is clearly the

Parties competing at Super Bowl

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Kevin .

point for many of the celebrities
who stage one of the glitzy, see-
and-be-seen happenings that have
become as much a part of Super
Bowl week as the game itself. The
Hollywood types are here, along
with the hip-hop guys, dozens
of current and former NFL stars,
plenty of scantily clad models,
prize fighters and assorted Kar-
dashian sisters.

Ashton Kutcher and Lindsay
Lohan are scheduled to be here.
So is Snoop Dogg. Mike Ditka says
he’s bringing 100 former NFL stars
with him.

The lousy economy this year
led some regular party sponsors to
cut back or pull out of the Super
Bowl scene — Playboy and Sports
[llustrated both bagged their annual
affairs — but there’s still enough
going on in Tampa to keep the
paparazzi busy all weekend.

Costner and ex-New York Gi-
ant Michael Strahan are co-hosting
the Saturday Night Spectacular.

% YOUR TIME IS VALU

FOR 2009-2010

SIGN UP

University Student Housing;
Hospitality Services

ONLINE

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ben
Roethlisberger was along for the
ride, and he knows it.

Some teams win a Super Bowl
because of their quarterback, the
Pittsburgh Steelers managed not to
lose one in Detroit three years ago
despite Big Ben's self-described bad
game. Tom Brady, he wasn’t.

Asnervous as a teenager taking
his driver’s test, Roethlisberger was
9-of-21 with two interceptions and
a22.6 passer rating. He was so inef-
fective, the Steelers needed a wide
receiver, Antwaan Randle El, to
throw the pivotal touchdown pass
as they beat Seattle 21-10.

Roethlisberger became the
youngest quarterback to win a
Super Bowl at age 23, but he
was as much. relieved as he was
happy. Not long after, the mood
of a player better known for his

. competitiveness than his perfectly
placed spirals began to change.

“I obviously got a little bit upset

I didn’t play so well, I let the guys

%4 .ﬁa

Grown-up Big Ben leads Steelers

down and I didn’t help the team
win the game,” Roethlisberger said
Tuesday, a three-deep crowd huddled
around his Super Bowl media day po-
dium. “It fuels the fire that you want
to come out and play a better game
the next time. You have to get over
the initial hoopla, the flash, the lights
and just make it a game.”

Just a game. There’s no such thing
to Roethlisberger, who is such a com-
petitor that he rarely holds the door
open for someone because he doesn’t
want anyone — sometimes, even a
date — beating him outside.

A friendly game of cards, a swat
of the ping-ping paddle, a determined
dribble of the basketball — almost
anything sets off Big Ben, the man
who refuses to lose. So imagine what
a football game does.

Imagine what this second Super
Bowl in four years is doing, the one he
will play Sunday against the Arizona
Cardinals and coach Ken Whisen-
hunt, his offensive coordinator in
that Detroit Super Bowl.

www.housing.ttu.edu

www.hospitality.ttu.edu
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