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STATE

Hutchinson moves
nearly $8 million

AUSTIN (AP) — U.S. Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison, a Republican pri-
mary rival of Gov. Rick Perry next year,
revealed Thursday she has transferred
$7.9 million from her federal campaign
account into her state fund, giving her
an early money lead over Perry.

Perry, meanwhile, reported raising
$4.7 million in the last half of 2008 and
having $6.6 million in campaign cash
on hand at the end of December.

Both politicians had to report their
fundraising activity Thursday to the
Texas Ethics Commission. Their hefty
totals show that an election showdown
between the two in 2010 would be a
big-spending, hard-hitting affair.

NATION

Moored boat sinks from
Alaskarig; 14 evacuated

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— A moored boat sank after
bumping into an oil rig platform
Thursday, spilling some of the ves-
sel’s diesel fuel into the Cook Inlet
and forcing 14 people to evacuate
from the rig.

The Coast Guard said it re-

ceived a mayday call early Thurs-

day from the captain of the Mon-
arch, an oil supply vessel. The
captain reported that the 166-foot
vessel was taking on water at the
Granite Point platform, which is
owned by Chevron Corp.

WORLD

Iran president: ‘Not
feasible’ for Israel to live

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A top
Israeli envoy delivered his country’s
stance on a cease-fire agreement in
Gaza to Egyptian mediators trying
to seal a truce on Thursday. The
[ranian president said the fighting
'showed Israel’s continued existence
in the region is “not feasible.”

The development came as the
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon pressed [srael on a cease-fire,
and Gulf leaders gathered in Saudi
Arabia to discuss the conflict.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops
pushed deeper into densely popu-
lated Gaza City on the 20th day
of the offensive to rout out Hamas
militants. Israeli tanks shelled the
crowded downtown, sending terri-
fied residents fleeing for cover.

DEATH TOLL

* US. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense

Democrats propose $825 billion stimulus bl

By ANDREW TAYLOR
Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Democrats unveiled an
$825 billion economic recovery
bill Thursday, unprecedented in
its scale and reach, that would
provide an enormous infusion of
public spending in hopes of kick-
starting the sagging economy.

The legislation — two-thirds
spending and one-third tax cuts
— would provide help for the
poor and unemployed and hand
out huge grants for local schools
and state governments, among its
many provisions.

President-elect Barack Obama

said it would fulfill his promise of

creating or preserving more than
3 million jobs. But Republicans

calculated that would equal as much
as $275,000 per job.

Virtually everyone living in the
United States would be affected by
the plan. A $500 tax cut would reach
95 percent of workers and $1,000 for
working couples. First-time home
buyers purchasing homes between
Jan. 1 and June 30 would get a $7,500
tax credit, and local school districts
would be spared severe cuts as state
and local governments budgets col-
lapse — to the tune of $120 billion
over the next two years. States would
get $87 billion worth of help with
their Medicaid budgets over the next
two years.

But there’s also money for fresh
sod for the National Mall and mil-
lions of $40 coupons to help people
adapt their old televisions for digital
signals, raising questions about how

efficient the legislation would be in
creating jobs. Even bill drafters such
as Appropriations Committee Chair-.
man David Obey, D-Wis., admits that
much of the money won’t flow into
the economy immediately.

And Obey says more may be
required.

“This product may in fact un-
dershoot the mark,” Obey told
reporters.

Whatever doubts there may be
about how effective the plan would
be, it’s on a fast track through Con-
gress in hopes of reaching Obama’s
desk within a month.

“It is about job creation,” House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., said.
“It is about clean, efficient energy in
America to transform our economy
through investments in science and
technology. ... It is about modernizing

our roads, bridges; education for the
21st century; tax cuts that make work
pay and create jobs.”

At the same time, the measure
helps the poor, unemployed and
people who have lost their health
insurance. Food stamp allotments
would increase 13 percent, or about
$20 a month, while the unemployed
would see their benefits extended and
increased by $25 a week.

People who lost their jobs after
Sept. 1, 2008, could have the govern-
ment pay almost two-thirds of their
health insurance premiums under
the COBRA law. Poorer people who
have been fired recently could get
health coverage through the Medic-
aid program.

The measure also contains about
$90 billion for traditional infrastruc-
ture projects such as road and bridge

repair and construction, modernizing

federal buildings, clean water and
flood control projects, and rail and
mass transit construction.

That failed to impress Terence
O’Sullivan, general president of the
Laborers International Union of
North America, who said it “falls
far short.”

And AARP complained that the
measure doesn’t do much for senior
citizens.

Pelosi seems proudest of the
measure’s investments in renewable
energy and science, including $32 bil-
lion to upgrade the nation’s electrical
distribution system, more than $20
billion in tax cuts to promote the de-
velopment of alternatives to oil, and
billions more to make public housing,
federal buildings and modest-income
homes more energy efficient.
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PEOPLE WHO DEFLECT blame by creating excuses lose credibility, according to study published in Journal of Applied Psychology.

Plane crashes into
river; 155 survive

By DAVID B. CARUSO and
MARCUS FRANKLIN
Associatep Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A cool-headed
pilot maneuvered his crippled jetliner over
New York City and ditched it in the frigid
'Hudson River on Thursday, and all 155 on
board were pulled to safety as the plane
slowly sank. It was, the governor said, “a
miracle on the Hudson.”

One victim suffered two broken legs,
a paramedic said, but there were no other
reports of serious injuries.

The US Airways Airbus A320 bound
for Charlotte, N.C., struck a flock of
birds just after takeoff minutes earlier at
LaGuardia Airport, apparently disabling
the engines: :

The pilot, identified as Chesley B.
“Sully” Sullenberger III of Danville, Calif.,

- “was phenomenal,” passenger Joe Hart said.
“He landed it — I tell you what — the
impact wasn’t a whole: lot more than a
rear-end (collision). It threw you into the
seat ahead of you.

“Both engines cut out and he actually
floated it into the river,” he added.

In a city still wounded from the aerial
attack on the World Trade Center, authori-
ties were quick to assure the public that
terrorism wasn’t involved.

Tech administrators prepare for Texas legislature decisions

By JON VANDERLAAN
News Epiror

As the Texas Legislative season
comes into full swing, Texas Tech
administrators are looking to Aus-
tin to see what kind of funding the
university will receive.

The 81st Texas Legislative Ses-
sion, which began Tuesday, faces a
tough budget year because of the
economic downturn.

Tech system Chancellor Kent
Hance said the biggest issue for the
coming year is the budget.

Re-regulating tuition has been
discussed as a possible piece of
legislation during the session to
cap the continually rising tuition
prices. :

Hance said the state would
need to provide Tech with more
money if tuition was re-regulated
or the university would face mass
layoffs:

“If they give us enough money,
then that’s fine,” he said.

Senator Robert Duncan, Lub-
bock senator and recently elected
president pro-tem of the Texas

Senate, said tuition was deregulated
in the first place because Texas uni-
versities were not able to achieve
international research status without
additional revenue.

Because re-regulation of tuition
could inhibit '
growth of the
universities,
he said, the
state would
need to pro-
vide money to
the universi-
ties to offset
the lost rev-
enue.

However, Texas Comptroller
Susan Combs predicted Monday the
state will bring in $77.1 billion dur-
ing 2010-2011, about $9 billion less
than 2008-2009. Duncan said one of
his priorities would remain focused
on higher education, but universi-
ties may not receive as much as they
previously hoped.

“When we have budget restric-
tions due to an economic downturn,
we have to be cautious,” he said.

Delwin Jones, a representative

HANCE

for Lubbock County in the Texas
House of Representatives, said the
decrease in revenue would affect
funding everywhere, not just higher
education. But the representative
said higher education is one of his
top priorities, too.

Duncan declined to say whether
he supported deregulation of tu-
ition.

“It’s not a black and white ques-

_tion because there are a lot of differ-

ent variables that go into the debate,”
he said.

While a straight regulation of tu-
ition may not be the answer, Duncan
said, incentive plans for universities
that do not raise tuition or other
plans to offset problems deregulation
has caused may work.

' Hance said the students and
faculty would suffer if tuition was
regulated and no additional money
given to universities.

The idea most likely will not pass,
he said, because the state is not com-
mitted to making up the difference.

Duncan said Tech was the only
Texas university that did not raise tu-
ition for the 2008-2009 school year.

House Bill 3015, which deregu-
lated tuition in Texas, passed Sept.
1, 2003.

Another issue in discussion for
Texas universities during this legis-
lation is the elimination or revision
of House Bill
588, which
establishes
that the top
10 percent
of students
i et v esier'
graduating
high school
classes will
be automati-
cally admitted into any Texas state
school. :

Duncan said the bill was enacted
to override the initial decision of
Hopwood v. Texas which stated the
University of Texas Law School could
legally impose racial preferences dur-
ing admissions, according to a copy
of the case at Center for Individual
Rights Web site. The case later was
overturned.

“The top 10 percent rule has out-
lived its usefulness,” he said.

The University of Texas opposed
the bill when it passed, Duncan said,
and still is pushing to revise or abol-
ish the law.”

A repeal'of the law does not have
enough momentum to pass, he said,
but revision of the law conceivably
could happen.

" Hance said it'is hard to determine
whether repealing or tevising the bill
would help or hurt Tech, but he does
not foresee a major impact.

Tech has complied with the law
since the bill was passed, he said, and
about 25 percent of students at Tech
were in the top 10 percent of their
graduating classes.

The University of Texas claims
about 65 percent to 70 percent of
their students were in the Top 10
percent of their class, Hance said.

Flagship status also is an issue that
has been debated between Tech and
the University of Texas at El Paso,
San Antonio, Dallas, Arlington as
well as the University of North Texas
and the University of Houston.

Duncan said the term “tier-one”

Legislature continued on page 225>
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Woman arrested, accused
of lying to receive charity

By SARAH REIMAN

Srarr Waiter

Tips from a crime line led Lubbock
police to arrest a woman Wednesday for
allegedly making a false report to a peace
officer.

Rachel Sue Benites, 48, also allegedly
was lying to receive charity in the form of
money and small appliances.

Benites reported Jan. 5 that her home
was burglarized while she was receiving
cancer treatments at a local hospital. She
reported several items were stolen, such as
an end table, television, DVD player, pots,
pans and a stove.

She appeared on a broadcast of a
local television station, asking for help
from the community. There was a large
response from the community, resulting
in many donations ranging from appli-
ances to cash.

City Bank and citizens of Lubbock
rallied together to collect donations of
both items and money to assist Benites.
The money that was donated was put into
a City Bank account for her.

Capt. Greg Stevens of the Lubbock

Police Depart-
ment said tips
from a crime line
first indicated
that Benites was
running a scam.
Officers inves-
tigated the tips,
and Stevens said
they quickly discov-
ered what had happened.

The anonymous tips and investigation
revealed that Benites sold the items from
her home, and then filed a fake police
report claiming that $1,935 of property
was stolen.

Once the account was set up in her
name, he said, there was no way to legally
freeze the account.

She was arrested and charged with
a Class B misdemeanor for giving a false
report to a peace officer.

Stevenssaid detectives will file areport
against her as quickly as possible to make
the bank account inaccessible to her.

She was able to make enough sizeable
withdrawals from the account before
her arrest to make her actions eligible to

BENITES

become a felony, he said.

“The bank had no legal standing to
stop her,” Stevens said.

The police department is working
on filing felony charges on the basis
of “theft by deception,” Stevens said,
which he hopes end in the hands of
the District Attorney’s office.

Attorneys from County Court 1,
who would handle the case, were out
of town and were not immediately
available for comment.

Lubbock police advised citizens ina
press conference Wednesday afternoon
to make nofurther contributions to the
account opened for Benites. Because
the bank is still unable to freeze thisac-
count, Stevens said he wanted citizens
to be warned.

The pending theft case still is yet
to be filed, and a court date has not
been set.

The police department is attempt-
ing to return as much of the donated
property as possible, and residents can
claim any donated property from the
department.
»p-sarah.reiman@ttu.edu -

Economic crisis pressures Russia’s ruling tandem

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev has twice
rebuked the government led by his
predecessor Vladimir Putin in the past
couple of weeks, raising questions of
whetherarift is developing between the
powerful former Kremlin leader and the
man he chose to replace him.

On both occasions, Medvedev
criticized the government for not doing
enough to help industry and business
cope with the global financial crisis,
which has hit Russia hard.

“The planned measures are being
fulfilled slower than we counted on
and, most important, slower than the
current situation demands,” Medvedev
said during a visit Sunday to an engine
plant outside Moscow with government
ministers.

Two weeks earlier,-Medvedev

characterized the government’s anti-
‘a return to fhe presldency when he
- stepped down after serving the two

crisis program as “well-balanced but
notideal.” 4ax & e

But political analysts played down
the idea of a rift, saying the remarks are
more a sign of the growing economic
pressures. Putin remains the far more
powerful figure and Medvedev is too

weak to challenge him even if he
wanted to, analysts said.

“A revolt by Medvedev is impos-
sible,” said Olga Kryshtanovskaya, a
sociologist who studies the Russian
political elite. Medvedev’s televised
criticism of Putin’s government was
meant only to reassure the population
that more would be done to relieve their
economic pain, she said.

“This is not an act of rebellion

against Putin,” Kryshtanovskaya said.
“It’s populism, directed at ordinary
people.”

Since Medvedev became president
in May, he and Putin as prime minister
have formed what has come to be
called a ruling tandem. Medvedev, 43,
usually defers to Putin, although he is
showing more assertiveness as he grows
into. the job... ..

consecutive terms allowed under Rus-
sia’s constitution. In his choice of
Medvedev as successor, the 56-year-old
Putin selected someone whose loyalty
was unquestioned and who could be

counted on to do his bidding.

In the months since Medvedev
took over, the global financial crisis
and a steep drop in oil prices have
taken a toll on Russia’s resource-
based economy, slowing growth
and sending unemployment higher.
That has put Russia’s leaders under
tremendous pressure as they try to
prevent an explosion of social protest
that could threaten their rule.

If economic pressure increases

further, there is a potential for ten-
sion between Medvedev and Putin,
especially if they tried to pass the
blame onto each other. But it is more
likely the two leaders will close ranks
rather than grow apart and one of
Putin’s deputies could take the fall
if needed.
“a ln the past, the prime minister
‘be forced to take the blame
for fai ed pohcm, but Putin’s' depu-
‘tiesaremow moresuited for this role.
The finance minister, who also has
the rank of deputy prime minister,
is already serving as a lightning rod
for criticism coming from the com-
Munists.

School of Medicine students
accomplish perfect pass rate

By LAURA LENZ
Starr Writer

Texas Tech’s School of Medicine
students achieved a 100 percent pass

tate on the first part of a three-part

exam that evaluates what medical
students have learned in their second,
third and intern years of medical
school.

The entire class that entered the
school in 2006 passed part one of
the United States Medical Licensing
Examination, which tests students
on how well they can apply basic but
important concepts of science to the
practice of medicine.

Rich Whitworth, a student in the
distinguished class, said receiving
the 100 percent pass rate is a “great
achievement.”

“It hasn’t been done very often,”.

he said. “We’re extremely proud to:
have accomplished it and set the bar
high for classes below us.”

Step one of the USMLE is taken
between the second and third year of
medical school and tests students on
basic science like anatomy, physiol-
ogy, biochemistry and the science
behind the medicine, Whitworth
said. Step two is taken after the third
year but before graduation, and step
three is taken during the intern year.
Both steps two and three include
more testing material over clinical
science — scenarios that the students
potentially could encounter in their
careers, he said.

Dr. Steven Berk, dean of the
School of Medicine, said he believes
Tech’s medical school is one of the
best in the nation. In addition to the
270 faculty members who all have
a role in teaching students through
lectures, small groups and early
clinical training, over 100 community
physicians volunteer their time at the
Health Sciences Center, Berk said.

Because of the success of this class,
the learning environment and the
average 3.7 GPA of medical students,
both Berk and Whitworth said they
hope more students apply to and en-
roll in Tech’s medical school.

Berk said he would like to see stu-
dents who are accepted into multiple
medical schools come to Tech.

All medical students will take
the USMLE, he said, and if the 100

percent pass rate was a one-time

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

ERIC MARTIN, A 'third year medical student from Abilene, participates in a lec-
ture for a Master Clinical Educator class Tuesday at the Health Sciences Center.

occurrence, it would not mean as
much. The goal now is to maintain
the standard.

Whitworth, who hopes to enter
into emergency medicine, said he
studied for about six weeks prior to the
exam for about ten hours per day.

The Comprehensive Basic Sci-
ence Exam, anational practice exam,
is given to the students three times
during their second year, Berk said.
In addition, Tech’s medical faculty
— who are familiar with'the USMLE

— are formatting their tests to look

like the USMLE.

Berk said the school also is using
an “integrated curriculum” to ensure
all information is presented in the
best and most logical way. He also
noted that in addition to basic sci-
ence, students must learn all the new
medical information as it becomes
available and be able to'figure out
scenarios that could come up in a
professional career.

Whitworth said he believes Tech’s
medical school is “trending up,” and
he would like to see every class after

him continue the 100 percent pass
rate.

“] want to see Texas Tech at the
top forever,” Whitworth said.

Berk said the USMLE is the “gold
standard” of evaluating what medical
students have learned. Most people
think it is the best way to evaluate
students, he said, and others think it
is the only way.

Both the Federation of State
Medical Boards of the United States
and the National Board of Medical
Examiners sponsor the multi-part
exam, according to the USMLE
Web site. Students have about six to
eight hours to complete the exam,
according to Berk, and Whitworth
referred to the exam as an “all day
adventure.”

The medical students’ pass rate
is a'continuing trend of increasing
success, Berk said. The pass rate for
step one was 82 percent in 2005, 85
percent in 2006 and 90 percent in
2007, and the national pass rate for

the USMLE was about 92 percent.
»#-laura.lenz@ttu.edu

EPA finds toxins throughout Columbia Basin

GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP)
— The Environmental Protection
-Agency said in a report Thursday that
toxins remain at levels harmful to
people, fish and wildlife throughout
the Northwest, despite decades-long
cleanups.

The agency said Thursday that
pollutants such as fire retardants,
mercury and compounds related to
DDT remain at unacceptable levels
in the air, water and soil of the Co-
Jumbia Basin, which includes most of
Oregon, Washington and Idaho, plus
small parts of Montana, Wyoming,
Utah, Nevada and Canada.

Although bald eagles and ospreys

have rebounded from the effects of
DDT over the past 20 years, mercury
and flame retardants are increasing in
fish and wildlife, said Elin Miller, the
EPA’s administrator for the North-
west region.

“We need to up the ante to in-
crease toxic reduction efforts once
we understand these sources better,”
she said in a teleconference from
Seattle.

The agency’s report is the first
of its kind in the nation, and was
compiled from existing data over two
years in conjunction with state and
federal agencies, Indian tribes and
environmental groups.

“The Columbia River Basin,
one of the world’s great river ba-
sins, is contaminated with many
toxic contaminants, some of which
are moving through the food web,”
the report said. “These toxics in
the air, water and soil threaten the
health of people, fish, and wildlife
inhabiting the Basin.”

Hot spots include the Spokane
River in Washington state, the
Willamette River in Oregon and
the Lower Columbia between the
two states.

One fire retardant in particu-
lar is showing up in increasing
amounts in fish, the report said.

Legislature «
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was overused, and the discussion
is more about the coveted flagship

status.

The University of Texas and Texas
A&M University are flagship schools
mainly because of the Permanent
University Fund and their age, he
said, but there is a consensus among
the legislature that the state is in need

of more national research schools.

A possible solution could be a
goal-oriented program that could
allow universities to get extra state
funding when they reach a certain
endowment amount or a number-of
other benchmarks, Duncan said.

Tech is uniquely situated in this
discussion, he said, because the
university system includes a medical
school, law school and agricultural
school:

The Texas legislature meets
twice per year, but Duncan said
that is a positive thing for uni-
versities.

Tech, as well as other universi-
ties, is forced to plan ahead and will
run less of a risk of overspending,
he said.

The Texas legislature, which
meets once every two years, will
adjourn its 140-day session June 1.
»#jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

7 states sue over Bush health-worker rule

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) —
Seven states sued the federal govern-
ment Thursday over a new rule that
expands protections for doctors and
other health care workers who refuse
to participate in abortions and other
medical procedures because of reli-
gious or moral objections.

Connecticut Attorney General
Richard Blumenthal filed the lawsuit
in federal court in Hartford on behalf
of the states.

They claim the federal rule, issued
by the Bush administration last month
and set to take effect Tuesday, would
trump state laws protecting women’s
access to birth control, reproductive
health services and emergency con-
traception.

Blumenthal said the regulations
“are flawed and defective” and would
“unconstitutionally and unconscio-
nably interfere with women’s health
care rights.”

The rule “shrouds the term abor-
tion in new and unnecessary ambigu-
ity,” he said, and encourages medical
providers to define it themselves and
deny patients contraception, includ-
ing emergency contraception for rape
victims.

At stake are billions of dollars in
federal public health money received
annually by the states. The U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services could order a return of all
HHS funds from state and local gov-
ernments that violate the regulation.

Rebecca Ayer, director of media
affairs for the department, said the
agency has not yet reviewed the
lawsuits and will respond to them
in court.

“The department followed appro-
priate procedures to put the regulation
in place and the regulation is fully
supported by law,” Ayer said.

Under long-standing federal law,

institutions may not discriminate against
individuals who refuse to perform abor-
tions or provide a referral for one. The
administration has said the new rule is
intended to ensure that federal funds
don’t flow to providers who violate
those laws.

“Doctors and other health care pro-
viders should not be-forced to choose
between good professional standing
and violating their conscience,” HHS
Secretary Mike Leavitt said last month
when the rule was issued.

President-elect Barack Obama’s
transition team has said he will deal with
“all eleventh-hour regulations” once he
is president.

While campaigning in August,
Obama criticized the proposal: “This
proposed regulation complicates, rather
than clarifies the law. It raises troubling
issues about access to basic health care
for women, particularly access to contra-
ceptives,” he said.

Top Afghan army general killed in chopper crash

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
A top Afghan army general was
killed Thursday in a helicopter
crash in western Afghanistan, and
two British troops died in a blast in
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" the country’s south, officials said.

Gen. Fazaludin Sayar was one
of the Afghan army’s four regional
commanders, in charge of the en-
tire west of the country.

His Mi-17 helicopter hit bad
weather in the morning and went
down in the Adraskan district of
Herat province, the ministry said in
a statement. All 12 others aboard
were also killed, the statement said.
The helicopter had been headed to
neighboring Farah province.

All of the bodies were brought
to Herat, the provincial capital,
said Rauf Ahmadi, a police spokes-
man.

A Taliban spokesman, Qari
Yousuf Ahmadi, claimed militants
shot down the helicopter in a
phone call to an AP reporter in
southern Afghanistan.

But Defense Ministry spokes-
man Gen. Mohammad Zahir Azimi
denied the claim, saying the area
of the crash has no insurgent
activity.

The helicopter was flying low
because of bad weather when it hit
a mountain, Ahmadi said.

Following years of neglect, the
Afghan army’s aging helicopters are
in bad shape.
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WORLD EVENTS IN BRIEF

Report: NKorea's Kim taps 3rd son as successor

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
North Korean leader Kim Jong Il has
visited factories as part of his push
to develop the economy, the North’s
official news agency said Friday amid
media speculation that he has named
his youngest son to succeed him as
head of the Stalinist nation.

But another report said his eldest
son was poised to step in as a figure-
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Analysis: Divisions complicate Gaza truce efforts

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Sealing
a lasting peace between Israel and
Hamas over Gaza will mean overcom-
ing a dizzying array of splits — the Pal-
estinians are deeply divided politically,
Arab countries are feuding and Iran is
firing off heated rhetoric at Israel.

Adding to the complexity, mul-
tiple mediators are trying to untangle
the strands, while the United States

oo-oo-oo-o-on.oo--o..ooaao--..-oo-.-o-oo-ooooo.----o-oo--ooo----o-ouoon--oa-o.oo.-.

Venezuela seeks investments from Big Oil

CABIMAS, Venezuela (AP) —
Squeezed by slumping crude prices,
Venezuela is reaching out to the
multinational oil companies it once
demonized as imperialist profiteers.

Venezuela is soliciting bids from
the world’s major oil companies to ex-
tract heavy crude from vast deposits
in its Orinoco River region. Despite

S dbirbisie s beatsuseisunbshacessetensaubsssssubsueaindiibessisesevelSibavsvnssonastvriateiovontes

head, reflecting uncertainty over
who will succeed Kim, who turns 67
next month.

Rumors have swirled for years that

Kim would nominate one of his three
sons as a successor, following the
tradition begun when he inherited
the leadership from his father, North
Korea’s founder Kim Il Sung.
Reports that Kim Jong Il suffered

has largely stood on the sidelines,
with the administration of President
George W. Bush in its final days and
President-elect Barack Obama not
yet sworn in.

The difficulty is that so many
different parties will have to agree
to make any deal work and that is
complicating the task of clearing
the obstacles from the path to a

President Hugo Chavez’s criticism of
U.S.-style capitalism, it has become
clear that state-owned Petroleos de
Venezuela SA needs both the cash
and expertise of Big Oil.

These international oil companies
have made windfall profits in recent
years, but analysts doubt many will
want to invest again given Chavez’s

astroke in mid-August heightened
speculation about a successor.

. Kim will hand leadership over
to Swiss-educated Kim Jong Un,
who is in his mid-20s, South
Korea’s Yonhap news agency said,
citing an unidentified intelligence
source. The powerful Workers’
Party was informed about a week
ago, the report said.
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cease-fire.

At the same time, Israel is hik-
ing up the pressure on Hamas to
sign onto a cease-fire deal, pushing
deeper into Gaza City and target-
ing the movement’s leadership.
A strike Thursday evening killed
Hamas’ Interior Minister Said
Siam, who oversaw thousands of

security agents.

history of seizing foreign stakes in

Venezuela’s oil.

“When it comes to Venezuela,
there’s still going to be a lot of skep-.
ticism,” said Greg Priddy, a global
oil analyst at the Eurasia Group
in Washington D.C. “Chavez is
still there and you haven’t had a
change in government.”

Opposition leader detained in Sudan

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) —
Authorities detained an opposition
leader who urged Sudan’s president
to surrender to the International
Criminal Court to face charges of
genocide in Darfur, his son said
“Thursday.

Security agents came to the
family home just before midnight

~ Wednesday and asked Hassan Turabi

Last Ethiopian troops leave Somalia’s capital

MOGADISHU, Somalia (AP)
— The last Ethiopian troops left
Somalia’s capital on Thursday after
a two-year deployment and Islamist
militiamen took control of the bases,
fueling fears they could try to expand
their power in this lawless Horn of
Africa nation.

Ethiopia’s prime minister said he

to come with them, said his son,
Siddique Turabi. An aide to Turabi,
Bashir Adam Rahma, was also taken
in for questioning, the son said.
“The security officer, very po-
litely, asked him to come with them,”
Siddique Turabi told The Associated
Press. “I think this is related to my
father’s comments about the Inter-
national Criminal Court.” :

could not predict what would happen
when his troops leave Somalia com-
pletely, but he expected the extremist
Islamic group, al-Shabab, and others
to try to seize control.

Al-Shabab, which the U.S. con-
siders a terrorist organization with
links to al-Qaida, says it wants to es-
tablish an Islamic state in Somalia.

Turabi, Sudan’s leading funda-
mentalist Islamic ideologue, had
said President Omar al-Bashir
should give himself up to The
Hague, Netherlands-based court to
save Sudan from internal strife.

The international court pros-
ecutor has asked for an arrest
warrant for al-Bashir. A decision

is expected soon.

“Jt would be strange if the Sha-
bab and others did not try to capi-
talize on the fact that a significant
proportion of the peacekeeping
operation in Somalia was leaving
and to try to fill in whatever vac-
uum they feel there is,” Ethiopian
Prime Minister Meles Zenawi told
journalists in Addis Ababa.
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DHS commits $50 million for impact of border fence

MCcALLEN, Texas (AP) — The
Department of Homeland Security
will allocate as much as $50 million
for projects to mitigate the environ-
" ¢ mental impact of the border fence.

g The agency signed an agreement
with the Department of the Interior
on Wednesday to set aside those
funds for projects that Interior deter-
mines will blunt or begin to make up
for the environmental damage caused

by the fence.

“Today’s signing of this memoran-
dum of agreement demonstrates that
our commitment is not only words,
but actual resources which have been
set aside to allow DOI to mitigate the
impact of our border security efforts
in environmentally sensitive areas,”
Customs and Border Protection

* Commissioner W. Ralph Basham
¢ said in a statement released Thursday.
> The Department of Homeland Se-

curity includes Customs and Border

Protection, which is overseeing the

fence project. ;

The environmental consequences
of building 670 miles of pedestrian
fence and vehicle barriers along the
U.S.-Mexico border sparked some
of the hottest opposition to the
project.

“I’s about time,” said Julie Hill-
richs, spokeswoman for the Texas

Border Coalition, a group of politi-
cians and business leaders opposed
to the fence. “DHS officials finally
got around to doing what the Texas
Border Coalition has been asking
them to do for at least six months.
We support it completely.”

On April 1, Homeland Security
Secretary Michael Chertoff used au-
thority granted by Congress to waive
a host of environmental protection
laws sparking howls of opposition
and lawsuits. At that time, Chertoff
promised the agency would be a
good environmental steward even
while the change allowed speedier
construction of the fence.

In place of the established envi-
ronmental impact statements that
require a long list of extensive studies
into potential project impacts, the
agency developed its own Environ-
mental Stewardship Plans.

The plan released for the Rio
Grande Valley, for example, noted
that government contractors would
clear about 508 acres of land in
the lower Valley. The plan also
acknowledged that the fence “will
likely ‘impact wildlife movement,
access to traditional water sources,
and potential for gene flow” because
some of the species cross the border
into Mexico to mate.
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You’re nervous enough about asking
her dad, the last thing you need to

worry about is the quality of the ring.
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Seventeen of the 21 fence
sections in the Valley will affect
wildlife management areas or na-
tional wildlife refuges, 14 of them

directly.

Concerns addressed about
plans to expand West Loop

By MIKE GRAHAM

Svarr Writer

Lubbock citizens met Thursday eve-
ning at the Elk’s Lodge on Milwaukee
Avenue to address their concerns about
a Texas Department of Transportation

_plan to give West Loop 289 several

upgrades.

Steve Warren, the director of trans-
portation planning and development
for TxDOT’s Lubbock office, hosted the
Meeting of Affected Property Ownersand
explained TxDOT's proposed plans for the
West Loop, a state highway.

Other TxDOT engineers were avail-
able to address concerns with citizens
before and after Warren spoke.

“Our plan is to stay ahead of the curve
of congestion,” Warren said. “Loop 289,
the Marsha Sharp Freeway and [-27 are
important parts of it. The West Loop was
Jast updated back in the 1960s. It's time
to improve accessibility and mobility in
the area.”

Warren walked the 20-person crowd
through TxDOT's plans and said the
potential construction probably would be
done piece-by-piece.

Overall, the entire project would cost
$20 million and would included expand-
ing the West Loop from four lanes to six
lanes — three lanes in both directions
— in addition to removing, reconstruct-
ing and reversing the on- and off-ramps
southbound on the West loop from Fourth
Street to 34th Street.

Also included in the plans is expand-
ing 19th Street from four lanes tosix lanes
underneath the West Loop and improving
the drainage in the area. '

The cloverleaf at 19th Street and the
West Loop will remain as it is, he said.

“We looked at several options regard-
ing the cloverleaf and determined that it’s
best we keep it,” Warren said.

If all goes according to plan, he said,
initial construction will begin this sum-
me.

Warren said the first phase of the pro-
posed project would be to reconstruct the

SHOES
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STEVE WARREN, DIRECTOR of transportation planning and develop-
ment for TxDOT’s Lubbock District (left), speaks with Lubbock resident
Bobby Yates about proposed changes to Loop 289 at a public meeting
Thursday at the Elk’s Lodge off Milwaukee Ave.

on- and off-ramps on southbound Loop
289 after TxDOT can finalize their plans
and receives approval from environmen-
talists and the State of Texas.

Assuming the plans and approvals are
completed on time, TxDOT would ask
for bids in May and begin construction in
the summer and be completed before the
2009-2010 school year begins.

“We will ask for initial funding this
summer,” he said. “We just don’t have
the funding at this time to do the whole
project.”

The residents’ primary concerns were
how construction would affect traffic
in the area and how long construction
would last.

Warren said no time table has been set
except for the first phase of the project cit-
ingfundingas the reasonall of the construc-

tion could not occur simultaneously.

Warren said TxDOT has no plans to
relocate any local residents or businesses
in the area.

Residents generally agreed the meet-
ing put to rest questions they wanted toask
since learning the West Loop may undergo
new construction.

“]. came to see if (TxDOT) would
keep the cloverleaf,” said Lilly Romero,
a Lubbock citizen. “The meeting was
informative but I'm really disappointed
they're planning all this construction and
keeping the cloverleaf. ”

Loop 289 runs from a point on Inter-
state 27 and completes a loop inside the
City of Lubbock, according to TxDOT's
Web site. It spans about 26 miles and was
constructed in 1955.
»»michael.graham@ttu.edu
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ACROSS
1 Touched
clumsily
6 Woodstock
performer Joan
10 Impersonator
14 Pulitzer or
Pritzker
15 Arm bone
16 Dimensions
17 Teach a boxer
where to go?
19 Red's
* Kadiddlehopper
20 Ms. Bombeck
21 TV role for P.
Silvers
23 Latin 101 verb
25 Elec. measure
27 Make imperfect
28 Lend a hand
29 Parallel
universe?
32 1,000 bucks
33 2002 A.L. Cy
Young Award
winner
34 "Norma _"
35 Reside
37 Bluepoint
hangout?
41 Act subdivision
44 |ntl. radio
45 Kodak rival
49 2,000 pounds
50 Abridge a
drama?
54 Gallery display
55 Convent figure
56 Pinup's leg
57 Logger's tool
58 Fabled racer
61 5-dollar bills
63 Nastase of
tennis
64 Teetotalers'
bash?
68 Corrida cries
69 Corporate VIPs
70 Capacious
71 Boss Tweed's
lampooner
72 Hankerings
73 Fuzzy fruits

DOWN

1 Very softly, in
music

2 Coach
Parseghian

| 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 32
33 34 35 36
37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 f2 53
54 55 56 57
58 59 60 61 62
63 64 65 66 67
68 69 70
71 72 73
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23 Finishing tool

24 Yves, to Yves

26 H.S. jr.'s exam

30 Windfall

31 Annoy

36 Shawl or cloak

38 Like 20
Questions
questions

39 "Performance"
director Nicolas

40 Street market

Al rights reserved.

41 Word after 17A, 52 Dangerous

29A, 50A and 53 Set out

64A 59 Take a sample
42 Toyota model 60 Harrow rival
43 Ways in 62 "The Time

46 Scottish city

47 Elec. duplicate
48 Assent asea

51 John __ Adams
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A safe place for students & staff
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Machine" race
65 Amer. letters
66 French friend
67 Part of CBS

Today’s

Su

Open Mon-Sat 10-7:30 n
Sun 1-5 (806) 68-STYLE

2601 19th
(19th & University)
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In Sudoku, all the
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Solution to yesterday’s puzzle

Office of the Ombudsman

A safe place for students & staff
fo bring concerns.
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- Dreams shouldn't die
- with gloomy economy

By ALYSON MURPHY

Tur Dany Arssnacum (West Virowua U

tudents striving to find

that perfect job in 2009

are facing the discon-
certing realization that they will
be graduating into a weakened
economy with increasing unem-
ployment and no fast fix to resolve
the recession.

Financial troubles have people
with decades of experience being
laid off, which means the unem-
ployed will begin vying for the
same job opportunities as students
come May.

According to an article on CN-
NMoney.com, an additional 2 mil-
lion jobs could be shed in addition
to the 2.6 million last year.

What then can a student do,
with only a diploma to speak of, in
order to ensure that he or she has
the skills necessary to set him or her
apart from other individuals that
may have the real world experience
in excess that the student lacks?

Students entering the work-
force this year, amid oaths to lose
weight or quit smoking, should say
“screw you, recession” and refuse
to allow their dreams to be buried
underneath the burden of financial
woes.

Instead of applying for every
and any possible job, take the time
to research ways to better yourself,
and in turn, your resume.

Instead of looking at the job
search as an impossible feat, look

at the fledgling options as the
opportunity to creatively explore
other paths that you would never
dare consider.

There is no denying that jobs
are scarce, and more than likely, the
competition is overly experienced.

Can’t find the job as a writer
promised by your journalism de-
gree? Try joining a nonprofit and
then blogging online about the
experience.

Instead of applying
for every and any
possible job, take

the time to research

ways to better.
yourself, and in

EUTTL, YOUr resum

Is your accounting degree get-
ting lost behind resumes touting
20 years of experience? Take a year
to try your hand in sales or market-

" ing. Speak to a local firm about the
possibility of creating your own
internship.

Burned out on the idea that your
English degree is worthless without
an MFA program to back you up?
Try your hand at writing for a Web
site or work in a local library. Finally

give yourself the time to write that
best seller you-always dreamed of.

The ruthless truth is that our
economy is crumbling, and job
opportunities are slim, so take a
year to volunteer or work in global
service.

Try out a career that always in-
terested you but never fit in with a
prospective major. No matter how
thankless the unpaid internship
may be or how far-fetched a certain
career path may seem, a unique ex-
perience gained will set one resume
apart from the mass of ordinary, run
of the mill summer jobs.

Confidence, creativity and a
willingness to take risks are valu-
able skills in almost any field, and
the job crisis may be the perfect
opportunity to prove that a person
has the dexterity and determination
to accomplish anything no matter
how difficult or obscure the task.

Students should go into the job
market of 2009 flexible and up for
anything. Take each day one at a
time, jump hurdle after hurdle, try
something new.

Live this year not as if the finan-
cial world is falling apart but instead
avow to build the life you always
envisioned from the bottom up.

The pencil-pushing jobs will be
there in droves when our economy
finally rights itself. Explore your
options, test your limitations.

The job you choose come May
need not be your greatest aspiration
but will prove to be a mere stepping
stone into all your dreams.

By PATRICK ZABAWA
Micmean Dany U, Miomcan)

ile people on all sides

of the political spec-

trum will debate the

positives and negatives of Obama’s

election, one especially negative con-

sequence of the election has already
happened: a reduction in activism.

Obama supporters, including
those here at the University, can
no longer be heard calling for mass
social change. Instead, they’re all
busy scampering around and trying
to find a ride to inauguration while
turning a blind eye to what they can
do in the present to change the world
around them. Sure Obama has been
elected, but with a failing economy,
the nation’s problems worsening and
resources stretched thin, the right
kind of activism is needed now more
than ever.

Sadly, it seems that, on a na-
tional scale, those who didn’t support
Obama have realized this more than
those who did. New York Times
Columnist Nicholas Kristof recently
discovered that conservatives are do-
ing more good than liberals. He cites
Arthur Brooks, author of “Who Re-
ally Cares,” a book about who donates
to charities, as stating that conserva-
tives give more money to charity than
liberals, give blood and volunteer
more frequently. While liberals are
relying on Obama to fix what’s wrong
with the country, conservatives are
turning to someone other than the
government — themselves.

Activism will be even more
important during Obama’s presi-
dency because whether or not the

government will be able to get things
done is a huge question for the Obama
administration. As the nation’s deficit
approached $1.2 trillion even before
Obama’s planned stimulus spending,
many legislators — including those in
his own party — are growing concerned
about money, something the govern-
ment doesn’t seem to have much of
right now.

Last Thursday, Senate Budget Com-
mittee. Chairman Kent Conrad, D-
N.D., warned that, “The combination
of the retiring baby boom generation,
rising health care costs and inadequate
revenues will explode deficits to clearly
unsustainable levels.” The government’s
excessive borrowing to fill in the na-
tion’s deficit has also caught the ire
of Lou Crandall, the chief economist
at Wrightson ICAP, which analyzes
Treasury financing trends. About the
nation’s rising debt, she stated, “There’s
a time bomb in there somewhere, but
we don’t know exactly where on the
calendar it’s planted.”

Concerns about the deficit may
especially weaken Obama’s chances of
getting programs such as health care
reform passed. Obama has recently
raised the possibility of waiting for the
Bush tax cuts for the rich to expire
instead of repealing them immediately.
The funds were supposed to be used to
pay for universal health coverage. This
concerned Sen. Ben Nelson, D.-Neb.,
whose words about Obama's health care
plan perfectly convey the attitude of
many of those in Congress, “It’s going
to be very problematic to me unless

‘they can tell me how it’s going to be

paid for.”
With less of a chance that taxpayer
money will be able to support those in

Finding hope in ourselves,
not in President-elect Obama

needs, activism is needed to solve the
problems the government can’t. Even'
here in-Ann Arbor, there are causes in
need of aid - take for example the Whit-
more Lake Health Clinic, just thirteen
miles north of Ann Arbor. The clinic
was started by University of Michigan
Medical School residents over thirty-five
years ago and serves especially those who
are uninsured or underinsured.

But today the clinic is struggling to
stay afloat, as it owes hundreds of thou-
sands in unpaid bills, inchiding $125,000
in taxes to the Internal Revenue Service.
Because it serves the poor, it desperately
needs donations to survive. And while
donations to the Obama campaign may
or may not bring about universal health
coverage sometime down the road, a
donation to the Whitmore Lake Health
Clinic will definitely make a difference
in the lives of the 1,600 patients who
visit the clinic each year.

With ever-increasing national prob-
lems and the decreasing likelihood that
Obama will be able to have a significant
effect on them, seldom has there ever
been a greater need for activism on
campus. Americans, including those
at the University, can't afford to hedge
their bets on the Obama administration
in the same way they hedged their bets
on the stock market this past decade. It is
Americans themselves who can provide
the hope that they wish for the world.

Students at the University have
even greater opportunities than most
to make changes with so many charities
and service organizations right here on
campus. Now is not the time to break
from activism because of Obama’s vic-
tory — now is the time to bring hope to
the world and be “the change you can
believe in” yourself.

By ALEXANDER PHERSON
Dany Brow (UCLA)

he left wing of America
has little sympathy for
President George W.

Bush and the extraordinary nature
of the challenges he faced.

When Bush came into office,
he was expecting his presidency
to hinge on perennial issues like
tax reform and education reform.
Indeed, he had good reason to
think so. After the fall of the Soviet
Union, political scientists were
predicting a cooling-off period in
international relations that could
last for 'several decades. No one
could have remotely predicted a war
on terror coming as early as it did.

After Sept. 11, Bush made the
bold move to break with the status

quo and confront the problems in
the Middle East head-on. For over

.50 years, American foreign policy

had consisted of “appeasing” local
sovereigns — a policy that ignored
the budding problems in the region.
Bush reversed that trend.

Over time, Bush’s campaign in
the Middle East came to be associ-
ated almost exclusively with the
war in Iraq. In particular, it became
associated with its failures — and
especially the long duration of
the war. At long last, success is on
the horizon. Thanks to the surge,
which is a credit to Bush’s humility
and grit, Iraq is on the mend. And
despite vocal retorts to the contrary
(America “standing alone” and all
that), our image around the world

Despite poor ratings,

remains in good shape.

Critics declared the Bush Doc-
trine defunct long before it had a
chance to succeed. For those op-
posed to war of any kind, no expla-
nation justified our intervention.
The thought of denying “human
rights” to — gasp

George W.

Bush stood up to our enemies
at a time when cracking down
On anyone - even terrorists — was
thought to be “intolerant.” He had
the wisdom to intuit that the war
on terror was a war of good against
evil. Certainly, the fact that the

media kept men-

— terrorists was
simply unimagi-
nable.

Of course, our
pursuit of stabil-
ity in the region
has been far from
orderly or perfect.
But there is noth-
ing if not nobility

Of course, our
pursuit of stability in
the region has been
far from orderly or
perfect. But there is

tioning the death
count in Iraq did
nothing to help
public perception
about the war.
(The most recent
reports indicate
that fewer people
died in combat
under Clinton

in overthrowing a : : than Bush.) But
fascist dictator to nothlng lf not had Obama been
spread democracy. s president on
And that’s what nOblllty mn Sept. 11, I doubt
we did. h . that things would

As for our overt rowing a be for the better.

methods — wire-
tapping, Guan-
tanamo — Bush
did just what the
Founding Fathers
would have want-

ed. Regardless of

fascist dictator to

spread democracy.
And that’s what we
did.

Saddam Hussein
would probably
still be piling
women and chil-
dren into mass
graves.

Bush’s great-

what the Supreme
Court may think,
the president has expanded pow-
ers during wartime. Beyond initial
support, he should not have to
genuflect to Congress to get every
measure passed. On the contrary,
the Constitution was built on an
expectation of antagonism between
the branches, which is reflected in
the separation of powers structure.

est achievement
will always be his
dedication to the war. And indeed,
I think history will look on him
kindly for this. As for the rest of
his agenda, his record is a mixed
bag. Bush ran as a moderate —
“compassionate” — conservative.
In his inaugural address in 2001,
he griped about the partisan divide
in government: “Year after year

Bush was an effective president

in Washington, budget debates
seem to come down to an old,
tired argument — on one side,

‘those who want more govern-

ment, regardless of the cost; on
the other, those who want less
government, regardless of the
need.”

Bush’s agenda would remain
remarkably bipartisan. Many of
his policies, from his drug entitle-
ment program, to his abandon-
ment of education reform, to
the President’s Emergency Plan
for AIDS Relief earned him dis-
repute in the Republican Party.
So did his unwavering commit-
ment to Iraq and of course, the
bailout.

Yet despite these facts, Bush
remains an incorrigible right-
winger in the popular imagina-
tion. I suppose he was doomed
to such a fate. “W” was never
someone who liberals were likely
to accept into their circle. He’s
not an intellectual in the clas-
sical sense, and he doesn’t use
the lofty rhetoric that’s become
expected in politics. He’s deeply
religious. He lacks the airs of
most Ivy Leaguers. He’s funny
in a “gotcha” kind of way — as
opposed to a brainy way.

And what’s wrong with that?

Personally, I'd rather be gov-
erned by a man who's in touch
with himself than one who’s
wrapped up in egghead ideas
that don’t work. On this point,
I have to agree with William E
Buckley Jr., who said that he’'d
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all columns, the authors of those selected for publication
will be notified. Guest columns should be no longer than
650 words in length and on a topic of reflevance to the
university community. Guest columns are also edited and
follow the same guidelines for letters as far as identification
and submittal.

Unsigned Editorials appearing on this page
represent the opinion of The Daily Toreador. All other
columns, letbers and artwork represent the opinions of
their authors and are not necessarily representative of the
editorial board, Texas Tech University, its employees, its
student body or the Board of Regents. The Dally Toreador
s independent of the College of Mass Communications.
Responsibility for the editorial content of the newspaper
fies with the student editors.

rather entrust the government of
the United States to the first 400
people listed in the Boston tele-
phone book than to the faculty of
Harvard University.

Many make the gross mistake of
assuming that so-called “intellectu-
als” are infallible. Whether that

perception will change in the next
four years is anyone’s guess. But [
am inclined to believe that history
will vindicate George W. Bush,
and people will come to see that
he was before his time — standing
against convention. Anyway, that
is my hope.

popculturecomics.com  © Doug Bratton 2009

THERE ARE NO
PRUGS OR SURGERIES THAT
CAN HELP You, FORTUNATELY,

[ po HAVE THIS
WHOOPIE CUSHION!

Patch Adams just doesn’t understand that
laughter isn’t always the best medicine.

WHERE WILL MEN'S
RED RAIDER
BASKETBALL FINISH
IN THE

CONFERENCE?

VOTE ONLINE AND LET US KNOW
WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.GOM
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Upcoming video games for 2009 show promise

Last week, I spent some time
focusing on the greatness of video
games released in 2008. With
titles like “Grand Theft Auto IV,”
“Metal Gear Solid 4” and “Dead

posedly) puts the player in the
role of a biker from a gdng that
made only a brief appearance in
the original game.

It will add new missions, ve-

“Bionic Commando”

Reviving an old classic, “Bi-
onic Commando” looks to com-
bine stellar action with death-
defying acrobatics and fun-filled

The original “EE.A.R.” could
best be described as “The Ring”
meets “The Matrix”

with intense slow-
motion action

This title makes the list not
for the game itself as much for
the hardware it’s poised to ship
with. “Wii Sports Resort” will
surely please the millions of “Wii

Space,” it was a fantastic year. hicles and music to the already multiplayer. and a very Sports” addicts everywhere with
But 2009 doesn’t look like it’s stellar “GTA IV” experience. “Street _creepy plot. new games like “Fencing” and “Jet

going to slouch either. “Heavy Rain” Fighter Weaker Ski”races, but all gamers can get
Disregarding games that prob- “Age of Empires” series. This PlayStation 3 exclusive is  IV” __players excited about the “Wii Motion

ably won’t be out this year (sorry “Halo: ODST” set to take storytelling in games An- may not Plus” peripheral that will drasti-

“Duke Nukem Forever” and “Alan Again with the “Halo.” While to bold new places with jaw- other want cally enhance the Wii Remote’s

Wake.” And boy I wish you'd this could be called an expansion dropping visuals and innovative classic to play capabilities.

hurry onto my PC, “Diablo I11”), pack for “Halo 3,” it should still gameplay. If “Heavy Rain” is really revival, this one “Killzone 2”

these are some of the most highly be packed with content, including all it promises to be, it should be “Street in the dark. Known as the PS3’s “tour de

anticipated games of 2009. a full-fledged campaign. The only quite an experience. Fighter *“Brutal Legend” force,” “Killzone 2” has a lot to live
“Halo Wars” catch is you won’t be playing as “Resident Evil 5” IV” takes The newest project from leg- up to. But with outstanding graphics,
Admit it. I had most of you at Master Chief this time. You can just say, “It’s more of everything endary game designer Tim Scha- explosive first-person gameplay, and

“Halo.” While “Halo Wars” takes
things in an entirely different
direction for the series, the real-

“Grand Theft Auto I'V: Lost
and Damned”

Making a strong case for the

what that ‘Resident Evil 4’ game
did,” and people will be sold.
Throw in improved controls and

that makes
“Street Fighter
2" a fan-favorite and makes it

fer, “Brutal Legend” tells the
highly fantasized story of a roadie
turned rock god while battling

solid multiplayer, Sony may have
finally found a game that can come
close to being called a “Halo” killer.

time strategy gameplay is coming importance of downloadable co-op gameplay, and this could better. So far, the results look like demons and features the voice of H Peele is a sophomore English
from Ensemble Studios — the content, this Xbox 360 exclusive be the best “Resident Evil” title a fighting fan’s wet dream. Jack Black. major from Union Valiey. E-mail
same people behind the acclaimed expansion (the first of two, sup- yet. “FE.A.R. 2: Project Origin” “Wii Sports Resort” him at britton.peele@ttu.edu.

Northeastern U. study shows black murders up

BY ROB TOKANEL
Tue Normszastern Nows
{Normueasvean U}

Northeastern University professors
recently completed a study revealing a
sharp increase in the number of homicides
among young black males in the period
between 2000 and 2007.

Overall homicide levels in the United
States have been subject to only minimal
fluctuation, but homicides of young vic-
tims and perpetrators, especially those
involving young black males, have risen
dramatically, according to the study.

Since 2000, the number of murders
involving juvenile, African American
males as victims rose by 31 percent and
the number of them as perpetrators rose
by 43 percent. The number of those homi-
cidesfor the same demographic involving

a gun rose about 50 percent.

James Alan Fox, a Northeastern
criminology professor and one of the
authors of the study, said the reason for
the jump is largely due to decreased federal
funding since the late 1990s, when crime
levels were much lower.

“What's happened is we've seen sig-
nificant cuts in budgets for prevention in
crime control,” Fox said. “Police resources,
after school programs, sports programs;
at the federal level, a variety of programs
have been cut in half in recent years.”

In Boston, the percentage of white
homicide offenders between the ages of
14 and 24 dropped 40 percent since 2000.
Conversely, the number of black offenders
of the same age rose from 36 in the two-
year period of 2001 to 2002 to 64 in 2006
to 2007, a 78 percent increase.

“In Boston, we have a fairly large

increase partially because we've been so
successful in the past, which makes these
numbers look poor,” Fox said. “We’re
victims of our own success to some ex-
tent, but that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t
act fast.”

Sophomore undecided major Paola
Santana said she thinks the dispropor-
tionate amount of young black males
committing murder stems from poor
educational systems and a lack of guidance
in poverty-stricken areas.

“There are a lot of low income families
that are black, and is not that they don't
know any better, it’s that their circum-
stances don’t teach them any better,” she
said. “They find themselves in situations
that pressure them into gangs and drugs,
and all of that stuff leads to violence.”

In the study, which was supported by
the Law and Justice Statistics Program of

the American Statistical Association
and the Bureau of Justice Statistics,
Fox cites possible explanations for the
decline in federal funding as a result of
the decrease in crime in the late 1990s
and the shifting of security priorities
in the years following the attacks on
September 11.

“Funding that previously had
gone to local law enforcement efforts
in traditionally high crime neighbor-
hoods was shifted over to bomeland
security, so police were asked to do
more with less,” he said. “Although
it’s reasonable to invest in anti-terror
efforts, it shouldn’t be at the expense of
traditional anti-crime measures.”

For instance, the study reports that
the number of police officers per 1,000
citizens has dropped 8.5 percent since
2000 in cities that have populations

Whiners «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The negative feeling did not
occur if the character’s handicap
was presented by another person,
McElroy said.

“I think any manager prob-
ably does not care for people they
perceive as whiners,” said David
Kraus, director of Texas Tech’s
University Career Services. “It
gets old.”

Kraus, who has had experience
working with students and hiring
staff, said most managers would
prefer a better attitude.

Employees who are perceived

¥ “excuse makers” are going to be

given less responsibility, he said,
because their bosses will not have
faith in their abilities.

For students entering the job
market, he said no employer ex-
pects perfection. However, they
do expect an attitude of “1 don’t
know if I can do it, but I'd like
to try.”

“Attitude and spirit speaks
volumes,” Kraus said.

Jim Brown, director of human
resource services at Tech, said he
has noticed three negative impres-
sions self-handicapping behavior
causes during his experience work-
ing with personnel.

“1 think a manager or supervi-

inability*té take ‘ownérshipfor
their actions,” he said. “It could be
viewed as somewhat manipulative.
The employee would be viewed as
lacking in self-confidence.”

Brown said an employer may
not be aware that employees ex-
hibit self-handicapping behavior.

“There is a certain amount of
recognition that has td go on,”
he said. “There would have to
be a pattern between heavy-duty
assignments and absenteeism be-
fore deadline. An employer may
not know or even recognize what
the employee is doing unless
they are an aware supervisor and
they are aware of the patterns of
behaviors.”

“and address ‘self—handicapping

tendencies and work with pro-
fessionals to change their com-
munication patterns, Brown
said, because self-deprecating
behavior may be “detrimental
to a person’s long-term ca-
reer.”
" Much more could be learned
by additional studies of differ-
ent self-handicapping aspects,
McElroy said. His study did not
examine how self-handicapping
works with existing relation-
ships or how frequently people
self-handicap.
“Handicapping is a risky
strategy,” McElroy said. “You
don’t want to do it too often.”

Biologists launch DNA

initiative to save lizards

BY CHILTON TIPPIN
Dany Swrr (Texas Cumstian 1)

The fate of the Texas homed lizard
might rest in its DNA.

Texas Christian University Biol-
ogy department faculty members
Amanda Hale and Dean Williams
said they plan to use hormed lizard
DNA samples from across the state to
generate DNA fingerprints and form
patterns mapping their population
structures.

The Texas horned lizard used to
roam freely on campus, but since
the 1980s, there has been a decrease
in sightings, Hale said. It has been
on the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department threatened list since
1967, according to the organization’s
Web site. ¢ N AL

Senior biology major Cory Leach
said the biologists launched the DNA
research initiative last summer in
hopes of curbing the lizard’s decline.

Leach helped with gathering
horned lizard field samples and in
the lab.

Williams said the horned lizard
has practically disappeared east of
Interstate 35.

Factors of the horned lizard popu-
lation decline pointed out by Hale,
Williams and the members of the
Texas Horned Lizard Watch program
include collection for pet trade,
habitat loss, climate change, spread
of the imported red fire ant and en-
vironmental contaminants.

genetically similar to horned lizards in
El. Paso, or how are they different?”
Hale said. “How do the horned lizards
from down near Austin compare to
those in the panhandle?”
Answering questions like these-
will give biologists a better idea of
how to draft a plan to reintroduce
horned lizards to places where they
have disappeared, Hale said.
Williams said the genetic work
creates a map of how the horned
lizards move across the landscape.
Understanding horned lizard
movements and their DNA can
determine whether or not lizards
located in different parts of the state
may be used to repopulate areas
where they have disappeared or

‘become endarigered, Williams said.

It enables-conservationists<to make
informed decisions on which popu-
lations would be more conducive for
restocking the varied areas of the
state, Williams said.

“We can detect whether popula-
tions have crashed recently, and if
they have very low genetic diver-
sity, you wouldn’t want to use those
populations as restocking sources,”
Williams said.

Williams said in order to amass
sufficient samples for their DNA
work, they have paired with Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department train-
ing volunteers to gather the needed
cell samples. A kit sent to volunteers
includes such tools as a guitar pick
to pry open the mouth and swabs for

as “constant complainers” and sors could view.it as an employee’s Employees should to recognize »#tina.arons@ttu.edu “Soare horned lizardsfrom Abilene  cell samples.
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Tech men to take on No. 11 Texas

By ALEX YBARRA -

MARAGING EDITOR

Last season the Texas Long-
horns rolled into Lubbock. as
one of the hottest teams in the
nation.

On an eight game winning
streak, they were ranked fifth in
the nation and had won 11 of their
last 12, including a 26-point blow-
out of Texas Tech in Austin.

But then, Tech snuck in the
picture and pulled off one of its
annual home upsets, defeating
Texas 83-80 to climb back to a
.500 conference record.

It was a “welcome to college

“basketball” moment for true fresh-
man point guard John Roberson.

“It was all new to me,” he said.
“That was the best game I've ever
been in, so hopefully we can knock
them off again.”

A few days before though, Tech
lost by an embarrassing 44 points
to Texas A&M in College Station.
The Aggies’ margin of victory and
playing at home provided all the
venom the Red Raiders needed to
poison UT’s hot streak.

Now the Longhorns are under
similar duress, except they are not
at home.

After losing two of its last three
games, No. 11 Texas will try to
regain its footing against Tech 3
p.m. Saturday in the United Spirit
Arena, where the Red Raiders are
9-1 this season.

Coach Rick Barnes’ Longhorns
(12-4, 1-1 in Big 12 Conference

play) got blown out 78-63 by their
nemesis; No. 6 Oklahoma in Nor-
man, Okla. on Monday, laying to

rest any speculation as to who is—

the best team in the Big 12.
Roberson said he understands
the loss to Oklahoma could make
Texas hungrier, but Tech (10-6,
0-1) has its own source of motiva-
tion following a tightly-contested
loss to Baylor in Waco Jan. 10.
“We're coming off a loss too,
so | mean we’re gonna be hunting
them just as much as they’re hunt-

ing us,” said Roberson, who aver- -

ages 14.4 points and 6.1 assists per
game. “So we just gotta come out
and just stick to our game plan and
execute, so we should be good.”

If Tech wants to pull off anoth-
er upset it will need to finish the
game off, which is something the
Red Raiders could not accomplish
against Baylor. In the last five
minutes, Tech’s defense gave way,
allowing the Bears to grab crucial
offensive rebounds that helped
them pull away.

Against Texas, limiting the
effectiveness of guard A} Abrams
(17.8 points per game) and the
athletic, versatile Damion James
(14.7 points, 8.3 rebounds per
game) is imperative for the Red
Raiders. With forward Gary John-
son averaging 10 points off the
bench and center Connor Atch-
ley’s ability to play inside and out,

this could be Tech’s most difficult’

team to match up with so far this
season.
Freshman center Robert Le-

FILE PHOTO/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH’S JOHN Roberson hopes to lead the Red Raiders to an
upset over No. 11 Texas at 3 p.m. Saturday in the United Spirit Arena.

wandowski said finding a way to
win the rebounding battle may be
a little easier for Tech with the
return of forwards Trevor Cook
and Damir Suljagic.

“Obviously, we’re continuing
to work on defense,” he said.
“The Baylor game was a big step

up on defense. We did it really
well for most of the game, there
was a few let downs in rebound-
ing and stuff like that. I had a
few slip ups. That’s something we
work on every day, defense and
rebounding.”
»¥daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Tech has shot to end road losing streak against Kansas

By ADAM COLEMAN
Sponts Ensor

The Lady Raiders want to erase the
11-game losing streak against Big 12
Conference teams on the road.

But the Big 12 is not making it any
easier.

After a 67-56 loss to No. 8 Texas
AS&M Tuesday in College Station, Texas
Tech (10-5, 1-1 in Big 12 play) will stay
on the road to face Kansas (12-3, 1-1) in
Lawrence, Kan.

Thete are eight Big 12 teams unde-
feated at home this season.

The Jayhawks are one of them.

“I think you see that across the confer-
ence,” Tech assistant coach Kelly Curry
said. “They're very tough at home. You
look at some of their scorers — basically
the close games they've had are the losses
. that have been on the road. It’s a tough
place to play.”

One game that was not close was
Kansas' Big 12 opener at No. 14 Kansas
State.

The Jayhawks took a 72-39 loss to
K-State in a game that had Kansas down
18 at the break before being outscored 15
in the second half.

However, Kansas bounced back for a
75-58 win against Missouri to mark the
Jayhawks’ 10th-straight win at home
dating back to last season. .

With only four
teams with at least
one loss at home this
season, no team is
undefeated on the
road and at neutral
sites simultaneously.

The only team
without a win on the
road or at a neutral
site is Tech.

“Every Big 12
team is trying to
defend their home
court,” Tech forward
Jordan Murphree
said. “It’s going to
be hard going any-
where.”

But the Lady
Raiders were on the
cusp of their second-
straight win over a
Top-10 team Tues-
day.

Tech was down
53-51 in the second
half, but A&M’s Danielle Gant scored
eight-straight points to seal the win,
extending Tech’s losing streak.

Murphree said the loss was encourag-
ing, considering A&M is the defending
Big 12 Tournament champion and once
again, a Top-10 team.

OfThe Daily Toreador
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JORDAN MURPHREE AND Texas Tech have an
11-game road losing streak in Big 12 play.

But Curry said Kansas is no push-
over.

The Jayhawks feature junior guard
Danielle McCray, who has scored in
double figures in 13 of the 15 games
this season. Scoring 17.7 points a game,
McCray is third in the conference in

scoring behind two of its biggest names
— Oklahoma State’s Andrea Riley and
Colorado’s Brittany Spears.

The good news for Tech is, his-
torically, the Lady Raiders do well against
Kansas.

Tech leads the all-time series 11-3 and
the Lady Raiders have a nine-game win-
ning streak at the Allen Fieldhouse.

The last time they visited Kansas was
on Jan. 31, 2007, coming away with a
close 66-65 win. Tech beat the Jayhawks
in Lubbock last year 65-61.

Realizing McCray's talent, Tech cen-
ter Dominic Seals said it is important to
prevent her from getting on a roll.

“We have to stop their guards from
penetrating in the paint,” she said. “They
have good-sized post players that are
physical and strong. We have to match
their toughness, go head and block out,
rebound, do the best things to make us
win.”
Seals, who said she sprained her
ankles against A&M, hopes the losing
streak on the road ends in Kansas.

However, she was quick to point out
that it is a long Big 12 season.

“Itll be a big win, but we still have
to go to Baylor, we have to go to OU,”
Seals said. “We still have to go to other
places. It Tl be a big win just to break that
losing streak.”
»»adam.coleman@ttu.edu

By ADAM WADSWORTH

Svarr Wrinen

It is the first meet of the
season, and the Texas Tech
track team already has its first
test.

With opponents such as a
No. 14 Baylor men's team and
a No. 21 TCU women’s team
attending, the Texas Tech In-
vitational at 6 p.m. in the Ath-
letic Training Center promises

Track collides with ranked

teams at Tech Invitational

title.

Kittley said that the women'’s
biggest strengths are proba-
bly distance with Kipyego and
throws with Patience Knight and
D’Andra Carter.

As far as the men’s team is
concerned, Kittley said they are
very well rounded and much more
mature than the very young team
that Tech fielded last year. In
addition to the former freshmen
and sophomores stepping in to

fill the lead-

some excit-
ing events.

or 700 ath-
letes from
across the
state to par-
ticipate.
Some of
the high-
lights in-

lot of people just
don’t see /)e;»f.
WES KITTLEY

TEXAS TECH TRACK COACH
on Sally Kipyego's exposure

ership roles, a

Tech  Unfortunately our Toprecnic
coach Wes 3 ing class helps
Kittley said SIDO?’Z‘ 18 ﬂotﬁotéél[l the Red Raid-
they are ers out.
expecting or bﬂSketbélll 50 a Junior
about 600 Omoghan

Osaghae is
one of the
athletes Kit-
tley ‘said has
stepped up to
lead the team
this season.
Osaghae

clude Bay-

lor’s two-time defending na-
tional champion 4x400 meter
relay and eight-time national
ehampion distance runner
Sally Kipyego from Tech.

Baylor coach Todd Harbour
said he is excited for the meet
and for the chance to see where
his team stands before tougher
competition rolls around.

“We've got some pretty good
quarter-milers that we're bring-
ing up and some pretty good
sprinters,” he said. “We've got
some pretty good athletes.”

The Bears return a total of
12 All-Americans between
the men’s and women’s teams
and are eager to improve their
preseason rankings. Harbour
said the Baylor women are
especially eager, considering
they begin the season un-
ranked after finishing No. 15
last year.

The Red Raiders enter their
first meet of the season with

-their highest preseason rank-
ings in school history.

While they are excited
about the national attention,
Kittley said he is not too wor-
ried about the rankings at this
point because the team has not
even competed in a meet yet.

He also said he thought the
women’s team might be a little
underrated. ,

“Probably our women with
Sally having her last indoor,
we’'re probably better than
ninth,” Kittley said. “I think
that’s not giving us quite as
much respect as we should
have.”

Kipyego, who is on her last
year of eligibility, could fea-
sibly attain a ninth national

said the team’s
first big step will be winning the
Big 12 Conference Champion-
ship.

“Everybody in here has
enough talent to be where they
are, either here or better,” said
Osaghae, who competes in the
hurdles. “We’ve just got to keep
staying on them and pushing
them.”

Even though it could techni-
cally affect the rankings, both
Tech and Baylor will use the.
event to test strategy and rest
up players.

“We just got them back a week
ago,” Harbour said. “So we're
just still trying to get them back
in shape — run off some of the
Christmas turkey.”

Kittley said if an athlete is
even remotely injured then that
team member will sit out this
meet to rest and ensure he or she
is healthy and ready to go when
the bigger meets come around.

The Texas Tech Invitational
will be one of the last times fans
will be able to see Kipyego run for
Tech, as this is the only event at
home this season.

Kittley said one of the things
he wanted to do this season was
appreciate Sally’s running more.

“Unfortunately our sport is
not football or basketball,” he
said, “so a lot of people just don’t
see her.”

Kipyego is running in the
distance medley at 7 p.m., and
Knight is throwing shot put
at 10 a.m. Saturday. Running
events, including the defending
champion Baylor 4x400 relay
team, will take place on a rolling
schedule starting at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday.
#»adam.wadsworth@ttu.edu

Huge Gameroom
6 pool tables
3 Fooseball Tables
Pinball
FREE Darts
Golden Tee
Schuffleboard
Galaga
PacMan

RIPROC

2419 Main Street
(Lubbock's Oldest College Grill & Bar)

OWER HOUR

TODAY 3-4 PM

(...and you wonder why no ones in class on Fridays)

$1.50 Longnecks, $1.50 Wells, $4.50 - 60 oz. Pitchers,

'FREE Live Music

K

SPECIALS Music (So Far)
Mon: $.02 Pints Jan 17 Loxsly
9-11pm Jan 19 Anthony Garcia
Tues: $2.75 U-Call-It & Violet Lee
(Liquor) Jan 21 Reverend Deadeye
Wed: $2 Wells Jan 23 Strange Weather
Thirs: $1 50 Jan 24 Charlie Shafter
Longnecks Jan 26 Anthony Garcia
Fri: $4.50 Domestic & Violet Lee
Pitchers Jan 30 Macon Greyson

Sat: $2 Pints
Sun: 270 Imports

on special

3rd Party Vendor: We also have party rooms available for any event. 762-2274

www.bashriprocks.com

Young accepts Rangers’ plan to move him to 3B

Michael Young will accept the
Texas Rangers’ decision to move
him to third base, even though the
five-time All-Star shortstop initially
asked to be traded and still doesn’t
agree with the plan.

“In an effort not to let this thing
drag out and move forward with the

task at hand, which is playing win-
ning baseball, I have decided to put
an end to this and start bearing down
on playing third base,” Young said
Thursday. “My focus isn’t playing for
any (other) team.”

Young said during a conference
call that he knew a trade was unlikely

and that another position switch
seemed inevitable.

“] didn’t see much of a point in
letting this drag on,” he said. “The
last thing I want to do, especially
in mid-January, is have my focus on
anything other than being ready for
spring training.”

5 - One Hour Swedish Massage Sessions for only $250.00
10 - One Hour Swedish Massage Sessions for only $400.00
5 - One Hour Serenity/Deep Tissue Sessions for only $275.00

10 - One Hour Serenity/Deep Tissue Sessions for only $500.00

These packages will be sold as a package...there s a one year expiration
date and can even be shared with friends and family!
Appointment preferred but walkins and last minute call in will be accomodated.

N SRR GWSm | Wowes Wmams  Sewwn e

$10.00 off coupon for one hour swedish/serenity/deep tissue session
3225 50th Street, A-4

SERENLET Y

MAS

A a5 3

Serenity Semester Specials
10 - 30 minute Swedish Sessions for only $ 250.00

{savings of $100.00}

10 - 30 minute Serenity/Deep Tissue Sessions for only $300.00

{savings of $100.00)
(savings of $25.00)

(savings of $150.00}

(savingsAof $50.00)

(savings of $150.00)

S AGE

(806) 791-4500



mailto:danlei.ybarra@ttu.edu
mailto:adam.coIeman@ttu.edu
mailto:adam.wadswGrtii@ttu.edu
http://www.bashhprocks.com
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Florida’s Harvin jumps to NFL, Spikes returns

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) —
Florida star Percy Harvin is taking
his speed, elusiveness and durability
concerns to the NFL.

The junior playmaker said Thurs-
day he is leaving school early to turn
pro, but Gators linebacker Brandon
Spikes will return for his senior sea-
son.

Both players announced their
intentions hours before the deadline
for underclassmen to declare for the
NFL draft.

Even without Harvin, the Gators
likely will be the preseason favorite
to win a third national championship

in four years. But there’s little doubt
Florida will miss its do-it-all receiver.

A 5-foot-11, 195-pound dynamo
from Virginia Beach, Va., Harvin.led
the team in receiving and was second
in rushing. He caught 40 passes for 644
yards and seven touchdowns, and ran
for 660 yards and 10 scores.

He missed five games in three years
because of injury and was limited in
several more, an issue that could
keep him from being a top 10 pick
in April. o

When healthy, though, Harvin
looked like the fastest — maybe even
the most talented — player on the field.

He scored at least once in 15 con-
secutive games, the longest streak
in the nation, and burned defenses
while lining up at receiver, running
back and even quarterback.

“Percy is the most dynamic
player I've ever coached and can
change the game on any given
play,” Gators coach Urban Meyer
said. “He has the best first step I've
ever seen and his ability to plant his
foot and go is unmatched. Percy isa
relentless competitor who wants to
win. We wish him the best of luck
and we look forward to having him
around our program.”

USC QB Sanchez to enter NFL draft

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Mark
Sanchez made his own call.

Coming off a record-setting
Rose Bowl, the Southern Cali-
fornia quarterback will skip his
senior season to enter the NFL
draft — going against the advice
of coach Pete Carroll.

Sanchez, a fourth- -year junior,
announced his plans at a campus
news conference Thursday, the
deadline for underclassmen to
declare for the draft.

The past three stars who played
quarterback at USC under Carroll

stayed for their senior seasons, and
the former NFL coach thought
Sanchez should do the same.

Carroll tried to convince San-
chez that another year of college
experience would help him in
the pro game, but Sanchez said
he had carefully weighed all the
considerations before deciding
to leave.

“It has been my dream since
I was just a little kid to play in
the NFL and thanks to this great
academic institution and football
program, | have the opportunity

to realize that dream,” said San-
chez, dapperly dressed in a busi-
ness suit.

“It was with a heavy heart that
I say goodbye to this university.
But I can’t tell you how excited I
am for this dream to come true.”

Heisman Trophy winners Car-
son Palmer and Matt Leinart,
along with John David Booty, all
returned for their final year of eli-
gibility with the Trojans. Palmer
was the first overall pick in the
2002 NFL draft and Leinart was
selected 10th in 2005.

CLASSIFIEDS

Terms & Conditions

L.ine Ad Rates

Classifications

Placing Your Ad
A Rt oo st B OB

Deadlines

www.dailytoreador.com

For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our
Web site to get started!

E-mail: dawn.zuerker @ttu.edu

15 words or less Help Wanted Typing There is a 15-word mini-  Please check your ad care- Classified Line Ads: :
$5.00 per day Furnished Rentals ~ Tutors mum on all classified ads.  fully on the first day of Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one Ao Remember to include a contact number!
% . ’[rji:ﬁ::su?::g ;cntals gor Sale The .ﬁrst 2 words (max. publicati.on and notify day in advance. All classifieds ads must be prepaid Phone: 806.742.3384
Bold Headline e e Rt:rvlces one line) are bold an.d cap-  The Daily Toreador of - Classified Display Aﬂs prior to publication by credit card, Call us to place your ad by credit card.
50¢ extra . isce ;neous oomlmates italized. Alhl ads w;ll ap-  any err9rs. We are only 4 p.m. three days in advance. cash or personal check. Fax: 806 742 2434
(max. one line) ost & Found Travel pear on dailytoreadornet  responsible for the first Please call for rates for display Checks should be made payable to 7 ol
: Clothing/Jewelry  LegalNotice 4t 0 additional charge. day’s incorrect insertion.  advertising. The Daily Toreador. Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TUTORS

HELP WANTED

UNFURNISHED _UNFURNISHED _UNFURNISHED _MISCELLANEOUS

AFFORDABLE TUTORING with CLUB Z! In Home
Tutoring. All grade levels, all subjects including
TAKS Test Prep, SAT/ACT Prep and much more!
806-368-5629. www.clubz.com. First session free!

SALES MANAGER. Coffee Company seeks indi-
vidual with sales experience in B2B sales, new
client sales and client management. Pays base +
commission. Call 806-744-7700.

CLUB Z! In Home Tutoring: College Level Tutoring
for Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, En-
glish, Foreign Languages and more! Flexible
Schedules. Call today! 806-368-5629. $50 off with
this ad! www.clubz.com.

VIOLIN, VIOLA, PIANO lessons. Five blocks from
Tech. 317-0042.

HELP WANTED

ALLIED HEALTH major needed for male patient in
private home setting. Excellent opportunity for ex-
perience in field of health care. 795-7495.

APARTMENT SHOPPERS needed. Shop local
apartment communities and get paid! Please con-
tact Jessica at (806) 797-3162 or
jessica.williams@mcdougal.com for more details.

AQUARIST/ ANIMAL

Keeper part-time position available. Seeking
Friendly, Flexible, Fast-learning individual to assist
with care and maintenance of fish, reptiles, amphib-
ians, and mammals. Must have experience with an-
imal husbandry as well as a working knowledge of
Marine and freshwater systems including mainte-
nance, feeding, filtration, and water chemistry. Also
part-time positions open for informal science educa-

tors and presenters.Apply in person at: Science

Spectrum, 2579 S. Loop 289, Lubbock, Tx. 79423.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for two children -ages 5
and 8. Will be needed from 2:30 until evenings on
weekdays. Must be responsible. Please call (325)-
812-3395 or email at searsj_99@yahoo.com.

COUNTER HELP needed. Flexible hours. Comet
Cleaners. Apply at 5402 4th St.

DAY CARE needs part time help. 2:45-6pm M-F.
Apply at 5220 75th St. Or at
enewc@suddenlink.net.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Earn up to $150 per day
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791.

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS now hiring for cus-
tomer service/production/delivery. Apply at 8215
University Ave.

FULL/PART TIME positions for child care special-
ists. Must have experience working with adole-
cents/children 5-18. No previous criminal history.
To apply: www.southplainschildrensshelter.com.

HIRING NOW, Texas Creek Grill, 6012 82nd. Ap-
ply in person for greeter, wait staff or kitchen staff.

HOMETRUST MORTGAGE
Immediate  opening  available  for
gage Lending Assistant.  Works
with Senior Loan Officer to take
process  loan  applications and ~ work
with  customers to get their loans
closed in a timely manner. Positon is
part-tme  25-30 hours a week M-F
Will work around class schedules. Pre-
fer a Sophomore or Junior business
major. Excellent resume  builder or
position could lead to permanent em-
ployment upon graduation. Please
email resume to sscott@hometrust.-
com if interested. = Good  opportunity
to lean  about morigage  banking/fi-
nance.

LOCAL STARTUP searching for telephone sale
associates. Base pay + comm + bonus. Flexible
hours. Call 806-744-7700 ask for Kasen.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YWCA now hiring to start Jan-
uary 5th for after school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6
PM. Apply now at 35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at
806-792-2723.

LOOKING FOR someone who could design a web
page. Major in IT or computer science is preferred
although not required. Portfolio of previous web
page design is desirable. Please contact Judy at
jhhorvat@umich.edu or call 734-358-2471.

MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS NEEDED
Eamn extra money delivering the new Names and
Numbers Lubbock area telephone directories.
Working as an independent contractor during your
available daylight hours. Must be at least 18 years
old with valid drivers license and proof of
insurance. A great way to eam extra money for
yourself, family or locally sponsored organization.

If interested call 1-877-878-9445
or email: tntenterprises07 @yahoo.com.

MR. AQUARIUM now accepting applications. All
positions. 2523 34th.

NOW HIRING: servers, greeters, deli help, line
cooks and bussers. Apply in person. M-F, 2-4pm.
Stella’s 50th and Utica.

OFFICE HELP needed! Clerical duties, running er-
rands, and any help needed around the office. Call
806-748-1305.

PART & Full time sales associates needed. Apply
at Play it Again Sports, 4815 50th. M-F, 10-5.
Smoke-free. EOE.

PART TIME evening housekeepers needed. Apply
at 5127 34th St. Ask for Mike.

PART TIME help. Teachers aid. 7am-12:30pm, 12:-
30pm-6pm, or 3pm-6pm. Apply at Hope Lutheran
School at 5700 98th.

POOR AND PALE?

Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online
www.getasupertan.com or 3 locations -82nd and
Slide, 4th and Slide, 82nd and University.

Mort-
closely
and

SECRETARIAL OFFICE help needed. Tuesdays &

* Thursdays 7:30-3:30/5 varies daily. Children at of-

fice, so must be good with kids. 7342 W. 19th
Street. Apply Mon-Fri 8:30-3.

STUDENT NEEDED as a part time assistant in a
physical therapy position for male patient in private
home.  Training will be provided. Excellent oppor-

tunity for experience in field of health care. 795-°

7495.

STUDENT OFFICE assistant for associate director
retail sales w/hospitality services. 806-742-1360.
Or stop by room 170 in Doak hall. Apply online
www.hospitality.ttu.edu.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

THE LOCAL Anhuser-Busch distributor is looking
for fun, outgoing, young adults for part time work in
promotions dept. Job involves late hours during
week/ some weekends. Must be 21/older and have
clean driving record. Come by 901 E. 66th 9am-
4pm for applications. 806-745-5263.

1906 23RD. 4/2/2 house. W/D included. fireplace,
security system. $1500/mo. $800/dep. 806-441-
4690.

2 BEDROOM 1 bath duplex. 2223 16th. Fireplace.
W/D. $650/mo. $500/dep. 806-441-4690.

2/1 WITH central h/a, fireplace, all appliances in-
cluded. Awesome fenced backyard with extended
car garage. 3010 29th St. $750/mo, $450 deposit.”
543-6764.

2211 46TH. 3/2 House. $750/mo. $600/dep. 806-
441-4690.

2303 15TH. Close to campus. 3/2, hardwood
floors, W/D included, fenced yard, C/H/A. $895/mo.
806-789-9573.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re-
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month.
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3/2 PERFECT for roommates! Only 2 years old.
$995/month. 4807 37th. Call Castle Property Man-
agement 806-783-3040.

3/2 TWO story house. Near campus. Dmmg W/D
connections. 2432 21st. $875/mo., $400 deposit.
787-2323. 544-3600. :

4/212. 2 living areas. 4734 17th St. Stove WD
hook ups. 584-0364.

5834 7TH. 3/2/2. Central H/A. W/D connection. Se-
curity gate. $850 per month. 806-783-3040.

AFFORDABLE

We have some wonderful 1, 2 & 3 bedroom homes
in quite residential areas close to the campus. Nice
appliances & lovely yards. Move in today! For
photo, info & appointment to view see Ann or B. J.
at 4211 34th afternoons 1-5 or call 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE

Large 2 bedroom brick home. 2 bath. 2 living ar-
eas. Lovely earth tone decor. Nice appliances.
With washer/dryer. Large fenced yard. Near 27th &
University. Call Ann or B.J. 795-2011. ~

AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 1st. 2-story 3/3. Nice. 5
blocks from Tech. $1100/mo. Call Bill 470-7037. Ef-
ficiency apartment available now. Nice. Close to
Tech. $450/mo., bills paid. Call Bill 470-7037.

‘CLOSE TO CAMPUS.
2420 39th Street. 2bd, 2ba, 2LR, and dining. Con-
tact Will 432/553-9527.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS
4/1.5/2 huge house, 2 living areas, CH/CA. W/D
connections. Appliances. 1725 25th. $870/mo.
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid.
792-3118.

LOOKING TO 2 students who will be here 2 - 3
years. 2/1 brick house 3 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. $850/mo. 762-6302.

NEWER! 3/3/2 duplex with yard. Only one left.
308B North Chicago. $795/month. Call Castle Prop-
erty Management 806-783-3040.

NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom
houses convenient to Tech. Call 771-1890.

STUDENT SPECIAL.

Affordable housing. Close to campus. 1 bedroom
duplex, bills paid. 2-bedroom mobilehomes. $200
security deposit. 806-795-0040, 806-786-8711.

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus  expense.  Non/smoker, ages 19-
29 SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0.
Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.
AFFORDABLE MOVING
Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable

prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the
phone. Call 799-4033.

CHANGE LIVES AND HAVE FUN!
Foundation Retreat Staff Interviews! Help us wel-
come incoming freshmen to a Christ centered com-
munity here at Tech and make lifelong friends in
the process! Interviews are Jan 16-17 and 23-24.
Check it out at www.foundationretreat.com.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc.
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653,
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

UMPIRES NEEDED for Lubbock Little League
baseball. For meeting/clinic schedule and to sign
up call Jay Temple at 543-8999.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

ROOMMATES
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NEW LOCATION
NOW OPEN
In Southwest Lubbock!

NOW HIRING AT BOTH LOCATIONS

4th and Slide and 6023 82nd St. in the River Crossing Center
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Just spent your last stash of cash on your momS$ holiday gift? Already dreaming about
warmer weather but your swim suit is looking a little shabby and your flip flops are out
of tread? Well, Spring Break is coming up quicker than you think and you're gonna
need a few extra dollars if you really want to be a playerl What better opportunity
could you have to earn money in a fun, flexible environment and fatten up that wailet?
Come join Hospitality Services” award winning teaml

Call 806742 ]360 Or Visit

TEXAS TRCH UNIVERSITY

Hospitality Services

Division of Student Affairs & Enroflment Management

www.hospitality.ttu.edu for more information.

3/2 TWO-story house. Hardwood, CH/A, yard, W/D
connections, appliances. 2310 28th. $795/mo.,
$400/dep. 787-2323. 544-3600.

JANUARY FREE!!
University Courtyard Sublease. Al bills paid. Car-
port. First floor. 3 minutes from Tech. Call 512-294-
1851,

ONE PERSON only. Al bills paid. $485. Very nice
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

ONE PERSON only. Al bills paid. $485. Very nice
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

3/2 UPDATED! Close to campus! $1050/month.
3411 25th. Call Castle Property Management
783-3040.

3/2.5 with 3 living areas. Close to Tech. 3017 37th.-
Appliances included. Call for details! 806-241-8760.

3407 27TH. 3 /1.5. 2 living areas, fireplace, office.
WID, refrigerator, gas grills. Large rooms. Wood
fenced back yard. Rent includes alarm system with
monthly monitoring. $850 mo., $300 deposit. No
pets. 794-2502.

4/2. OFF street parking. 2 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. Fireplace. $1250. 790-5001.

4/211. WID connection. CH/A. Some appliances.
New carpet. 2311 25th. Near Tech. $750/mo.
$500 deposit. 788-1005.

FOR RENT. 2/1 country house. 30 minutes from
campus. 806-759-1208.

FOR RENT: 3/2/1. Central H/A, washer/dryer, dish-
washer and stove included. $990/month with $500
deposit @ 3811 26th. Call 806-798-3716.

FREE RENT

Great houses and duplexes for lease. 2403 30th:
3/2/1, $1050/month; 2302 17th: Lindsey Apart-
ments  1/1, $450/month; 2116 14th: 372,
$900/month; 3602 32nd: 2/1, $595/month; 3215
33rd:  2/1, $695/month; 4814 35th: 2/1,
$575/month; 4817 35th: 3/1, $650/month; 2605
37th:  2/1, $595/month; 1911 13th: 1/,
$395/month. Please call 773-5249.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS

3/1.5, 2-story house. Great parking. W/D connec-
tions appliances. 2505 Ave. S. $550/mo.
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

FOR SALE

100% LEATHER 5 piece. Sofa, loveseat, table set.
Lifetime warranty. Brand new! $625. 806-549-3110.

2 NICE 30x60" desks; 1 mahogany finish; 1 HON
beige steel with side secretary table. $50. each.
Black executive chair $25. Call 798-7113

ADJUSTABLE BED & queen mattress. Brand new.
Warranty. $990. 806-549-3110.

ANTIQUE LOOK queen canopy bed, rails, canopy,
New! Can deliver. $350. 806-549-3110.

BLACK BEDROOM set 5 piece. Contemporary
style. Brand new! $475. 806-549-3110.

CALIFORNIA KING 3 piece pillow top mattress &
foundation. Never used. Forfeit $250. :806-438-
0081. :

CHERRY 6 piece dining table & chairs. New! For
holiday meals. $390. 806-549-3110.

1 BEDROOM in furnished house. No pets. No
smoking. $300 month + 1/3 utilities. 970-640-3993.

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES

1 roommate needed $420 and 1/4 utilities. Private
bathroom, spacious living area, free cable and in-
ternet (281)-813-3229.

ROOMMATE NEEDED ASAP for 3/2 with sunroom
and large backyard. Rent $350 plus halfof bills.
One Trained Dog Welcome! Call 832-541-4292.

SERVICES

$5 OFF at Texas Creek Grill. 6012 82nd. Just
mention this ad.

ANDROPOLIS HAIR SALON/COLOR SPA. New
client speciall Womens haircut/style $20. Mens
haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye-
brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

AVENUE U Storage. 5x10 $19. No fees, no de-
posits. Free trailer use. 222 North Avenue U. 763-
5630 www.aveuselfstorage.com.

CLEAN BY DESIGN!

Moving in or out BPS will clean so you don't have
to. Get your deposit back or call to get on a regular
cleaning schedule. We do the Cottages and other
great cleaning projects. Great cleaners to improve
your health and surroundings. We Clean Green!
www.MakeReadySpecials.com 866-550-2763.

CURVACIONPHOTO PHOTOGRAPHING the sexy
side of West Texas for 12 years. Creative, sexy,
and. unique image creations. Visit www.curvacion.
com for details/rates or call 806-786-5276, e-mail
curvacionphoto@yahoo.com.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

HOME REPAIRS. Windows, doors, sheetrock, gen-
eral repair work. CC Accepted. Brandon Jones 806-
548-0959.

NURSE-AID classes enrolling now.
Day/Evening/Saturday. Class size limited. Three
Star Nurse-Aid Training 806-747-4102, 806-928-
9847.

WAXING

Brazillian, $45. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15.
Canmille, 797-9777x245, @ Lindsey’s 3307 83rd.

FIRM ORTHOPEDIC queen mattress & foundation.
Never used. $125. 806-438-0081.

FULL PILLOW top mattress set. $115. Twin mat-
tress set. $99. Both new! 806-438-0081.

HUGE 4 POSTER oak bedroom set. New from
mfg.. $875. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE

5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

TRAVEL

BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Round trip Cruise, 4 Nights
Beach front Hotel, Meals & #1 Parties! Text Mes-
sage: SPRINGBREAK to 313131 to redeem sale!
Limited Space, Book Now! 1-877-997-8747
WWW. XtremeTrips com.

NEW PEDESTAL dining table, chairs, lighted china
cabinet, $990. 806-549-3110.

NEW! CHENILLE sofa, loveseat, & 2 end tables.
Got last week, $525. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

SPACIOUS 3/3/1. 2,400 s.f. Near Tech. Safe, se-
cluded neighborhood. Hardwoods. New CH/A.
Fresh renovations throughout. Huge sunroom w/-
fireplace and hot tub. $139K. 806-559-9912.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men's from $495. Wom-
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth-
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister,

Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys &
girls. 806-777-8622.

BRECNENRIDGE

'0 Mountains & 5 Resorts

Slopeside Luxury Condos, erts
Rentals, Lessons and Parties!

1-800-SKI-WILD

1-800-754-9453
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McBath, Vasquez prepare

for East-West Shrine

By ADAM COLEMAN
Srorts Enitor

Safety Darcel McBath and of-

fensive lineman Louis Vasquez can
get a head start by impressing scouts
before Pro Day this weekend.

McBath and Vasquez will play
in the East-West Shrine Game at
3 p.m. Saturday at Robertson Sta-
dium in Houston. The game will be
televised on ESPN2.

The two have been in Houston
this week getting acquainted with
scouts, players from other schools
and the community.

McBath and Vasquez will play
on the West team along with other
college standouts such as Boise
State’s Ian Johnson, Oklahoma’s
Manuel Johnson and Rice’s Jarrett
Dillard.

They will be playing against
players such as Missouri’s Chase
Daniel, Nebraska’s Marlon Lucky
and Wisconsin’s Matt Shaughnessy
on the East team.

Gene Stallings, former Texas
A&M and Dallas Cowboys coach,
will lead the West team. Bobby
Ross, former San Diego Chargers
and Detroit Lions coach, leads the
East team.

McBath said one of the things
players on both teams have been
doing is visiting patients in the
Shriners Hospital for Children,
which is what this weekend'’s game
is for. He said the game helps raise
money to go toward helping the
children in the hospital.

McBath said he also has been
meeting players from other confer-
ences and some players he saw on
the field this season, as OU safety
Lendy Holmes is his roommate.

“Kids from all over the country,”
McBath said. “Talk to a lot of guys
from the Big 10 (Conference), Pac-
10, USC guys and some Cal guys
and, of course Big 12. We've all
been kinda hanging out and having
fun this week.”

McBath said the East-West
Shrine Game presents an opportu-
nity to showcase his talents in front

dine
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TEXAS TECH’S DARCEL McBath will play on the West team in the
East West Shrine Game at 3 p.m. Saturday in Houston.

of scouts before Tech’s Pro Day.

He said he has not had too many
detailed talks with scouts, but he is
looking forward to the opportunity
to play in the NFL considering it
has been a long-time dream of his.

The safety who played alongside
McBath all season, Daniel Char-
bonnet, also is making an attempt
at the NFL. In preparation, he is
training with Competitive Edge
Sports in Atlanta.

Both will not be forgotten by
Texas Tech defensive coordinator
Ruffin McNeill, who said it would
be unwise for scouts to overlook
McBath or Charbonnet.

“I think they’ll both be really
good players wherever they go,” he
said. “The scouts have to make their
own decision, and I think they’re
not very smart if they don’t take
those two guys on their football

team.”

McBath left Tech with seven
interceptions in his senior season —
good for third in the nation.

Vasquez, who was not available
for comment, was a part of an of-
fensive line that allowed 13 sacks
on the year, which was fourth in
the nation.

As far as his other teammates
declaring for the 2009 NFL Draft,
McBath said Michael Crabtree
made the right decision considering
he’s already accomplished a lot at
the collegiate level.

He also said he was not surprised
by Brandon Williams declaring for the
NEFL Draft, saying he is a great defen-
sive lineman with a lot of potential.

“That kind of a decision is a per-
sonal one,” McBath said, “and he
made the right decision for him.”
#=»-adam.coleman@ttu.edu

Yankees’ spending has shown
World Series can’t be bought

The stock market is not the only
place feeling the effects of the bad
economy.

Most Major League Baseball own-
ers have been reluctant to spend
money on high-price free agents this
off-season. As usual the only excep-
tion to this reluctance is the New
York Yankees.

~ The Yankees have spent over $400
million this offseason with hopes of
bringing a World Series to the Bronx
for the first time since 2000.
The one thing the Yankees have

shown during the past eight MLB off

seasons is they are willing to spend
money, but that money has not pro-
duced the desired results. -

Last season the Tampa Bay Rays

made the World Series with a payroll

nearly $200 million less than the Bronx
Bombers with a team composed of
young homegrown talent.

While the Yankees have been try-
ing to buy championships, they have
forgotten what made them so successful
in the late 1990s.

The core of the Yankee dynasty in
the late 1990s consisted of players de-
veloped in the Yankee farm system and
middle line free agents, not big name
free agents like Jason Giambi, Gary
Sheffield and Johnny Damon.

In fact, since the Yankees broke
the bank by signing Jason Giambi in
2001, they have endured nothing but
disappointment every October.

Andy Pettite, Mariano Rivera,
Bernie Williams, Jorge Posada and
Derek Jeter were the core of the Yan-
kee dynasty, and were all developed
by the team.

Landry
Locker

The other Yankee heroes in the ‘90s
included middle line free agents such as
Chuck Knoblauch, Paul O'Neil and Scott
Brosius to name a few.

As soon as George Steinbrenner be-
gan signing big name free agents such as
Giambi (2001), Carl Pavano (2004) and
Johnny Damon (2005), the Yankees have
not won a championship; while spending
nearly $100 million more than any other
team in baseball.

Many teams have shown resentment
toward the Yankees for signing prized
free agent Mark Texeira to an eight-year
contract worth $180 million just weeks
after spending nearly $300 million on
free agent pitchers CC Sabathia and A]
Burnett. -

It appears that a lot of people around
the league are already crowning the Yan-
kees as World Series champions, but the
Yankees have already proven that money
can’t buy success.

The American League East is the
toughest division in baseball by far. The
defending American league champions
Tampa Bay Rays have an entire payroll
that is less than Texeira’s salary.

Although New York has spent the
most money over the years, a large por-
tion of the Yankees' free agents have been
major disappointments.

Carl Pavano, Johnny Damon and
Gary Sheffield are just three examples of

the many free agent flops that have wom
pin stripes.

You have to wonder if CC Sabathia
could be another name added to that list
eventually. While Sabathia has endured
great success during the regular season, his
ERA in the post season is over eight, and
he has a career postseason record of 2-3.

AJ Burnett, once a promising young
talent has endured the most success in
contract years. Is he going to be able to
handle the pressure in New York?

Texeira is a great all-around player.
However, does Texeira in the line-up
make the Yankees any better than last
season’ '

I say no, especially when you factor in
Jason Giambi and Bobby Abreau will not
be playing in New York this season.

The Red Sox have dominated the
division in recent years. The Rays are a
young team coming off a World Series
appearance, and they are only going to
get better. The Yankees can spend all the
money in the world, but success is not
guaranteed, and they have proven that
over the years. :

Before baseball fans crown the Yan-
kees champions, they might need to
change their focus from a parade in the
Bronx in October to actually making the
playoffs first.

Just like the Dallas Cowboys proved
this season and the Yankees have proven
time and time again during the new
millennium, championships aren’t won
on paper.

B Locker is a senior broadcast
journalism major from Southlake.
E-mail him at

Tennessee Titans’ Jim Schwarty to coach Detroit Lions

DETROIT (AP)— Jim Schwartz
insisted he loves challenges.

Well, he’s got one.

The Detroit Lions, the NFLs
first 0-16 team, agreed Thursday on
a four-year deal with Schwartz to
make him their next coach.

The former Tennessee Titans
defensive coordinator will be intro-
duced at a Friday news conference

at Ford Field, where Detroit lost its
home games last year by an average of
21.4 points to break another dubious
league record.

The 42-year-old Schwartz just fin-
ished his eighth season as the Titans’
defensive coordinator and his 10th on
their staff. He interviewed for a second
time with the Lions on Monday.

“After an extensive search that in-

cluded several highly qualified coaches,
we are thrilled that Jim Schwartz will
become our team’s head coach,” team
president Tom Lewand said in a state-
ment. “(General manager) Martin
(Mayhew) and I believe that Jim’s
qualifications and vision will lead
this organization on the field toward
our goal of becoming a championship
football team.”
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