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STATE

UT pushing to modify
top 10 percent rule

AUSTIN (AP) — The Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin has “lost
control” of its admissions policy
and wants to change the law that
guarantees automatic entry to stu-
dents who graduate in the top 10
percent of their high school class,
UT President William Powers said
Wednesday.

Powers said a record 81 percent
of the Texas freshmen entering the
university this fall gained admis-
sion through the so-called “top 10
percent rule.” Unless the Legisla-
ture changes the policy during its
upcoming 2009 session, Powers said
the state’s premier university soon
would have no room to admit any

NATION

Man allegedly threatens
to bomb LA jetliner

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
man who allegedly claimed to
have a bomb aboard a jetliner and
lunged for a door after it landed in
Los Angeles was tackled by other
passengers and held for question-
ing Wednesday, authorities said.

Delta Air Lines Flight 110 from
Atlanta was only minutes from
landing at Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport shortly before 10:30
a.m. when the man “jumped up
and started running ... (and) yelled
‘P’ve got a bomb,” passenger Bruce

Worrilow told Fox 11 News.

WORLD

Iraqi cleric urges attacks

on US troops over Gaza

BAGHDAD (AP) — Anti-
U.S. cleric Mugtada al-Sadr on
Wednesday urged reprisals against
American forces in Iraq to protest
Israel’s Gaza offensive, as Arab
anger grows over civilian deaths
in the Palestinian territory.

The strongly worded state-
ment signaled a threat by al-Sadr’s
militia fighters to renew violence
against American troops after
months of relative calm.

It was unclear, however, just
how much influence the once-
powerful Shiite leader — who is
believed to be in [ran — still has.
His fighters have been hit hard
in U.S.-Iraqi military operations
over the past year.

DEATH TOLL

U.S. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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CBO projects $1.2 trillion deficit for 2009

By ANDREW TAYLOR
Associarep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
federal budget deficit will nearly
triple to an unprecedented $1.2
trillion for the 2009 budget year,
according to grim new Congres-
sional Budget Office figures.

The eye-popping estimates
reflect plummeting tax revenues
because of the recession and about
$400 billion spent to bail out the
financial industry and take over
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Last
year’s deficit was $455 billion.

The CBO estimate released
Wednesday also sees the econ-
omy shrinking by 2.2 percent
this year and recovering only
slightly to grow by 1.5 percent
in 2010. It foresees the unem-
ployment rate eclipsing 9 per-
cent early next year unless the

Obama administration steps in.

“The recession — which began
about ayear ago — will last well into
2009,” the CBO report says. The
agency said that “ongoing turmoil
in the housing and financial markets
has taken a major toll on the federal
budget.”

The dismal figures come a day
after President-elect Barack Obama
warned of “trillion-dollar deficits for
years to come.” :

CBO’s figures don’t account for
the huge economic stimulus bill
Obama is expected to propose soon
to try to jolt the economy.

The shrinking economy has led
to a sharp drop in estimated tax
revenues of $166 billion from 2008
levels, which is largely responsible
for the deficit, along with big outlays
from the Wall St. bailout.

The agency expects the $700
billion bailout to actually cost tax-
payers $189 billion, with the costs

reflected in its estimates for this year
and next. CBO estimates take into
account the net value of the assets
the government holds from financial
institutions. j

Under Treasury Department ac-
counting, the bailout spendmg is re-
flected only as the government makes
the payments; as of mid-December,
those disbursements totaled $238
billion. Exposure to the taxpayer
stemming from the Federal Reserve
Board’s extensive interventions in
the financial markets — such as ac-
quiring 80 percent control of insur-
ance and financial giant American
International Group Inc. — are not
reflected in the estimates.

The CBO report also said the
federal takeover of Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac last year added $240
billion to this year's deficit.

Obama and Congress are prom-
ising quick enactment of the eco-
nomic recovery plan, which will

blend up to $300 billion in tax cuts
with big new spending programs and
could cost up to $775 billion over the
next few years.

Obama said the flood of red ink
probably won’t affect that measure
but could crimp other-items on his
agenda.

“Despite the record deﬁcnts facing
us, our number one task is an eco-
nomic recovery package,” said House
Budget Committee Chairman John
Spratt Jr., D-S.C. “With Americans
concerned about their jobs, their
homes, their retirement and their
children’s future, our economic situ-
ation is so severe that stabilizing the
economy must take precedence over
short-term deficits.”

The $1.19 trillion 2009 figure
shatters the previous record of
$455 billion, set only last year. It
also represents more than 8 percent
of the size of the economy, which
is higher than the deficits of the

1980s. The 2009 budget year began
last Oct. 1.

Just in September, CBO predict-
ed a 2009 deficit of $438 billion, but
revenue projections have dropped by
$362 billion on top of the approxi-
mately $400 billion federal interven-
tion in the financial system.

Senate GOP Leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky called
the budget figures “a stunning and
sobering reminder that Congress
must strengthen its efforts to be
good stewards of the taxpayers’
money.”

CBO predicts the deficit will
come under relative control within
a few years, dropping to the $250
billion range by 2012. But such pre-
dictions depend on the expiration of
President Bush’s tax cuts at the end
of next year; Obama has promised to
renew most of them except for those
aimed at people making more than

$250,000 a year.

By TINA L. ARONS

Features Epitor

Smokers may be in for a surprise the next

time they light up.

Laws requiring stores only sell fire-safe
cigarettes went into effect Jan. 1 in five states,
including Texas — a mandate lawmakers and
advocates hope will reduce .the number of

cigarette-related fire deaths.

Lorraine Carli, a spokesperson for the
National Fire Protection Association, said
cigarettes cause fires that result in as many as

900 deaths per year.

“Our goal is to reduce cigarette fires, the

leading cause of home fire deaths,” she

said.

Fire-safe cigarettes, which are designed
to go out if they are dropped or set aside,
are engineered to decrease the risk of fire,
Carli said. Thicker bands of paper are
placed around the cigarettes to form “speed
bumps” that slow down burning.

Thirty-eight states have passed legisla-
tion for fire-safe cigarettes, she said. Some
states’ laws will not go into effect until

2010.
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Michele Casanova, the district manager
for Nothin’ Butt Smokes in Lubbock, said
fire-safe cigarettes do not cost more than
traditional cigarettes and

the packaging looks
the same.

Consumers can tell
the difference between
fire-safe and traditional
cigarettes by inspecting
the barcode, she said.
The fire-safe cigarettes
will be labeled with the
letters “FSC.”

But the changes
may not be all for the
better.

The new Texas law

to 25 percent.

concerns.

has gone out.

over matter.”

bans retailers from ordering cigarettes
without the fire-safe label .and requires
them to sell their old inventory before the
end of the year, Casanova said, which may
decrease Nothin’ Butt Smokes’ sales by up

Also, critics have expressed several

Although a Harvard School of Public
Health study reported there were no
substantial differences in toxicity when
key indicators were measured for fire-safe
cigarettes and its illegal counterparts, crit-
ics expressed other concerns about changes
in taste and cigarettes extinguishing before
a smoker is done smoking it.

Casanova said she has heard many
complaints about a smoker who pauses to
laugh and finds his or her fire-safe cigarette

Cigarette consumers need to learn to
adapt, she said, and “sometimes it’s mind

“It’s just one of those things,” Casa-
nova said. “You just have to roll with the
punches and go with it.”

Garett Nelson, public information
officer for Lubbock Fire Department, said
any reduction in deaths caused by cigarette
fires will be significant.

A woman was found dead after what-of> -
ficials believe was a cigarette-caused fire in-
her trailer home in Slaton about two weeks
ago, Nelson said.

Making cigarettes burn slower and self-ex-

tinguish makes a difference, he said, because

it takes time for the heat from a cigarette to

get a fire started.

Nelson said Lubbock follows the national
trends with about 10 percent of fires in the
city created by cigarettes.

Lubbock has approximately 350 structure
fires per year, he said.

The National Fire Protection Association

CIGARETTES continued on page 6 2%
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Gaza fighting rages despite cease-fire proposal

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and
STEVEN GUTKIN

AssociaTep PRess

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP)
— Israel resumed its Gaza offen-
sive Wednesday, bombing heavily
around suspected smuggling tun-
nels near the border with Egypt
after a three-hour lull to allow
in humanitarian aid. Hamas re-
sponded with a rocket barrage.

Despite the heavy fighting,
strides were made on the diplo-
matic front with the U.S. throw-
ing its weight behind a deal being
brokered by France and Egypt.

While the Security Council
failed to reach agreement on a
cease-fire resolution, Egypt’s U.N.
Ambassador Maged Abdelaziz said
representatives of Israel, the Pal-
estinians and Hamas have agreed

to meet in Cairo Thursday for talks
brokered by Egypt.

Israeli airstrikes killed 29 Palestin-
ians on Wednesday after leaflets were
dropped warning residents to leave
the area “because Hamas uses your
houses to hide and smuggle military
weapons.”

The casualties brought the total
Palestinian death toll during Israel’s
12-day assault to 688 and drove
home the complexities of finding a
diplomatic endgame for Israel’s Gaza
invasion. Ten Israelis have been
killed, including three civilians, since
the offensive began Dec. 27.

More than 5,000 people have fled
the border area, seeking refuge at two
U.N. schools turned into temporary
shelters.

The fury of the renewed fighting
made it appear each side was scram-

bling to get in as many hits as possible
before a truce could materialize.

“] feel like the ground is shaking
when we hear the shelling. People
are terrified,” said Fida Kishta, a
resident of the Gaza-Egypt border
area where Israeli planes destroyed
16 empty houses.

In Turkey, a Mideast diplomat
who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity because he was not authorized
to speak publicly said that country
would be asked to put together an
international force that could help
keep the peace. And diplomats in
New York worked on a UN. Secu-
rity Council statement backing the
cease-fire initiative but failed to
reach agreement on action to end
the violence. :

“We are very much applauding
the efforts of a number of states,
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particularly the effort that President
(Hosni) Mubarak has undertaken on
behalf of Egypt,” Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said. “We're sup-
porting that initiative.”

The army, which has refused to
allow journalists into Gaza, permitted
two TV teams to accompany soldiers
on patrol for the first time. The foot-
age showed soldiers walking through
a deserted street in an unidentified
location in Gaza.

The Israeli military correspon-
dent who accompanied the soldiers
said they were concerned about
Hamas booby-traps. He said they
were shooting through walls, throw-
ing grenades around corners, going
from house to house looking for
Hamas gunmen and using bomb
sniffer dogs. Buildings showed bullet
and shrapnel marks. “We used a lot

of fire,” said an officer in the group,
Lt. Col. Ofer.

Hamas, meanwhile, fired rockets,
though at a slower pace than previous
days, hitting the towns of Ashkelon
and Beersheba with the sort of lon-
ger range missiles never seen before
this war.

Despite the violence, a surprise
announcement in Paris on Wednes-
day put a spotlight on diplomacy.

French President Nicolas Sarkozy
said that both Israel and the Pal-
estinian Authority had accepted
the cease-fire deal, but he made no
mention of Hamas, without whom
no truce could work. The Palestinian
Authority controls only the West
Bank while Hamas rules Gaza— two
territories on opposite sides of Israel
that are supposed to make up a future
Palestinian state.
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WORLD EVENTS IN BRIEF

US General: Anbar lacks support of Iraq government

BAGHDAD (AP) — The top
American commander in the former
insurgent stronghold of Anbar said
Wednesday the Shiite-led government
should have poured reconstruction
money into the Sunni region after
Sunni fighters joined forces with U.S.
troops to chase al-Qaida out of the
western province.

Marine Maj. Gen. John E Kelly told
The Associated Press that his great-
est “mission failure” was his inability
to bring together the government in
Baghdad and the Sunnis in Anbar to
take advantage of the steep decline in
violence. ‘

“What the Iraqi government in

Baghdad should have done is said,

‘Anbar is getting peaceful, let’s com-
mit,” Kelly told the AP in a telephone
interview from his headquarters south-
west of Baghdad, as he begins to make
preparations to hand over command
of 23,000 Marines next month to Maj.
Gen. Richard T. Tyron.

“It drives me to distraction,” he said.
“I would count it as a mission failure.”
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12 deaths blamed on snow and cold across Europe

MILAN, Italy (AP) — Freezing
temperatures and exceptional snowfall
caused travel delays Wednesday across
Europe and were blamed for at least 12
deaths, including that of a man in Milan
who was crushed when a canopy col-

lapsed under the weight of snow.

In Poland, the Interior Ministry
said at least 10 people have frozen to
death due to temperatures reaching
minus 13 degrees Fahrenheit (minus

25 Celsius ).

Italian police said a Milan business-
man standing on his balcony was killed
when the snow brought down a canopy
and part of a wall. A 47-year-old Serbian
was found frozen to death in his home in
the town of Zagarolo, east of Rome.
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US: Troops kill 32 insurgents in east Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —U.S.-
led forces raided a Taliban bomb-making
cell in eastern Afghanistan, killing 32
insurgents in a battle with scores of
armed militants who shot at them from
rooftops and alleyways, the military said
Wednesday.

The firefight broke out Tuesday in
Laghman province when as many as
75 armed militants converged on the

troops, who were searching a number
of compounds in the area, the military
said in a statement. The 32 insurgents
were killed when coalition troops re-
turned fire.

The troops destroyed two caches of
weapons and roadside bomb-making ma-
terials that were too unstable to move to
another location, the statement said.

The firefight came ahead of an ex-

pected influx of 20,000 American troops
into Afghanistan to combat a Taliban
insurgency that has sent violence sky-
rocketing in the last two years.

More U.S. troops — 151 — died in
Afghanistan in 2008 than in any other
year since the 2001 invasion to oust the
Taliban, and U.S. officials have warned
the violence will probably intensify in
the coming year.
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NKorea sets March date for parliamentary elections

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
North Korea announced Wednes-
day it will hold long overdue elec-
tions in March amid indications
the impoverished regime plans
to fill parliament with finance-
savvy legislators and has named new
Cabinet ministers with economic
know-how.

With foreign aid drying up amid
a global economic crisis and a dip-
lomatic standoff with South Korea,
North Korea is turning inward to
find a way out of economic hard-
ship, analysts say.

Elections for seats in the Su-
preme People’s Assembly — post-
poned last year amid speculation

about leader Kim Jong Il's health
— will be held March 8, state-run
media said.

The poll, held every five years,
last took place in August 2003 and
had been due again in 2008 —
around the time South Korean and
U.S. officials say the 66-year-old

Kim suffered a stroke.

©900000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000030000000000000000000000000060000000000000000

Putin orders halt in gas supplies to Ukraine

MOSCOW (AP) — Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin has ordered Gazprom
to stop all shipments of natural gas to
Europe through Ukraine.

Russian gas already is not get-
ting through the pipelines that cross
Ukraine. Gazprom has blamed Ukraine,
saying Russia has delivered the gas but

Ukraine has shut down the pipelines
and is stealing gas intended for Europe.
Ukraine insists that Russia stopped
supplying the gas Wednesday morn-
ing.
Putin told Gazprom CEO, Alexei
Miller to go ahead and stop deliveries.
He said this should be done “publicly

and in the presence of international
observers.”

Sixteen countries have stopped
receiving Russian gas or have seen a
sharp drop in supplies.

Europe depends on Russia for a
quarter of its gas, 80 percent of which
goes through Ukraine.
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TRAVIS RHOAD, LEFT, a junior finance majbr from The Woodlands and Brant Cummings, a sophomore
exercise and sport sciences major from Stratford, watch Trevor Holly, a sophomore business major from Hazel,
shoot a basketball Wednesday in the Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation Center.

Richardson adviser worked for firm feds probing

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — One
of Gow. Bill Richardson’s close friends
and advisers worked as a consultant for
the California firm at the center of a
federal pay-to-play probe that derailed
the governor’s appointment as com-
Ierce secretary.

Mike Stratton’s consulting firm
worked for CDR Financial Products
to advise on business in New Mexico
at the time the company was hired
to work on bond deals with the New
Mexico Finance Authority.

Federal investigators are now scruti-
nizing whether CDR’s work, for which
itearned nearly $1.5 million in fees, was
influenced by political contributions
that CDR and its chief executive David
Rubin made to Richardson’s political
committees.

Stratton, a longtime Democratic
political consultant, has been friends
with Richardson for more than 25
years. He advised Richardson — and
raised money for him — during the
governor’s failed bid for the 2008
presidential nomination.

Stratton did not immediately return
telephone messages Wednesday.

Richardson said Wednesday there
was no wrongdoing in how the state
awarded the work to CDR.

“In my view, the state and its of-
ficials have done nothing wrong. They
behaved with the best of intentions and
the best conduct,” Richardson said at a
news conference in Albuquerque.

Stratton worked for CDR as a
business development consultant until
at least 2007, CDR spokesman Allan
Ripp said. He was not sure exactly

when Stratton started working for the
company, but said it was in the early 2000s.
Richardson took office in January 2003.

Stratton’s consulting had “not any-
thing to do with political contributions,”
Ripp said.

CDR and Rubin contributed $110,000
to Richardson political committees in
2003-2005.

The largest contribution was made in
2004 and helped pay expenses for some
of Richardson’s staff and supporters at the
Democratic National Convention. Strat-
ton worked with the governor during the
convention, helping Richardson carry out
his role as convention chairman.

The $75,000 contribution was made
June 18, 2004, just days before CDR was
awarded a no-competition state contract
to reinvest bond escrow proceeds.

The Finance Authority’s chief finan-
cial officer recommended CDR for the
work in a memorandum dated June 23,
2004, and the authority’s board approved
the selection June 30.

Bill Sisneros, executive director of
the Finance’Authority, said he received
numerous telephone calls from Stratton’s
firm in June 2004.

Joan Coplan, a senior consultant for
Stratton and Associates, had telephoned
him repeatedly about the opportunity for
reinvestment of the bond proceeds held
in escrow and the authority’s possible
use of CDR. Stratton’s firm was “kind of
pitching their guy” for the escrow reinvest-
ment, he said.

“The-only person that was lobbying
the Finance Authority was Michael Strat-
ton’s office,” Sisneros said.

The escrow restructuring was ap-
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proved by the authority’s board as a “sole
source procurement” of services with
CDR — with no competitive bid process
before the firm’s selection. Sisneros said
the agency needed to act fast before the
reinvestment was precluded by a change
in federal regulations.

Sisneros said it was a “market driven
transaction” — not influenced by Strat-
ton’s firm or the governor’s office. No
one in the governor’s office contacted
him about the possible transaction with
CDR.

“Nobody ever instructed me to use
them,” he said.

Sisneros said federal investigators have
questioned him about his contact with
Richardson’s former chief of staff, David
Contarino, on the CDR deals. Sisneros
said he had discussed the escrow reinvest-
ment plan with Contarino but was not
instructed to hire CDR.

“Even to this day I've never had a
conversation with Gov. Richardson about
CDR,” Sisneros said.

Richardson on Wednesday praised
Contarino as “an outstanding public
servant” and said he had the “utmost in-
tegrity, talent and he’s responsible for some
of the successes of our administration.”

In a statement e-mailed to the AP,
Contarino it was part of his job to be
involved in many of the administration’s
economic and financial initiatives.

“In all of my actions, [ acted ap-
propriately and I am confident that the
investigation will bear out that fact,”
Contarino said.

CDR had previously been selected
through a competitive process to help
assemble a bond financing deal for a $1.6
billion state transportation package.

Rubin also made a $25,000 dona-
tion to a Richardson committee in late
October 2003, when the Legislature was
debating the transportation construction
program.

That contribution went to the Moving
America Forward committee, which the
governor had formed to increase voter reg-
istration among Hispanics and American
Indians. Rubin also gave $10,000 toRich-
ardson’s re-election campaign in 2005.

The $75,000 contribution went to
a little known committee called Si Se
Puede! Boston 2004 Inc. At the time of
the convention, the largest amount of
money raised by the committee came from
CDR and other companies that helped
put together the complex bond financing
package for the transportation program.
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Weighty load: Police say man steals $800 in change

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The

" payload was hefty — and the payback
painful.

Police say a robber broke a win-

dow at a Salt Lake City home and
made off with a paint bucket full of
$800 in change.

Officers soon stopped a 48-year-

old man holding a bucket of coins
and carrying a crowbar in his pants.
He was charged Tuesday with sev-

_eral misdemeanors.
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Gulp! Mexico tells citizens to swallow their gum

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The
country that gave the world chew-
ing gum is getting gummed up:
The average square yard (meter) of
Mexico City sidewalk has 70 blobs
of discarded chew.

Now Mexico is responding with
innovations ranging from expensive
sidewalk steam-cleaners to natural
chewing gum that breaks down
quickly. It’s even telling its citizens

(gulp!) to swallow their gum.

The general in the war on dis-
carded chewing gum is Ricardo
Jaral, Mexico City’s director for
conservation of public spaces. He
bemoans the blackened gobs that
mar the newly restored 700-year-old
downtown area, whose rough, porous
paving stones serve as stubborn gum
traps.

Jaral has purchased 10 German-

designed machines that treat side-
walks with steam and chemicals,
and plans a large-scale cleanup
starting Feb. 1. He is also look-
ing to launch a public-awareness
campaign.

“When you finish chewing a
piece of gum, you either have to
put in a piece of paper and deposit
it in a trash receptacle, or swallow
it,” Jaral said.
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Police: Mexican woman in wheelchair flees on foot

MONTERREY, Mexico (AP) —
Police say a woman who begged from
awheelchair was caught running from
a crime scene on foot in Monterrey,
Mexico.

Police spokeswoman Sidlayin Rob-
les says 30-year-old Ana Victoria Perez

fled on foot after she and her husband
allegedly threw a stone through the
front window of a furniture store.
Perez was a regular fixture along
a main Monterrey road, asking for
change from motorists as she sat in a
wheelchair pushed by her husband.

Robles said Monday that the
couple apparéntly planned to rob
the furniture store but were scared
off by a security guard. They have
been charged with vandalism. |,

Police arrested the couple when
they returned for the wheelchair.

0080000065080 C000E RcE00C000C0 0000060000800 eN0E800000C0000000800E8ResN 60000 0C80058 2808065280

Michigan city considers dyeing Saginaw River green

BAY CITY, Mich. (AP) — A
man’s request to dye the Saginaw
River emerald green for St. Patrick’s
Day has raised a red flag among some
officials who say the brown-colored
tributary may be better left alone.

Brad Meyer asked the Michigan
Department of Environmental Qual-
ity for permission to dye the river
green, following traditions in Chi-

cago and Dublin, Ireland. His request
has been endorsed by Bay County
Executive Thomas L. Hickner.
“Each year Bay City has a festive
St. Patrick’s Day celebration consist-
ing of a parade that heads down-
town towards the Saginaw River,”
Hickner wrote. “Dyeing the river
green would add to the excitement
of the day without any harm to the

watershed.”

Others have yet to give the idea
the green light.

“I have no idea, but dyeing the
river green when it’s already brown
does not appeal to me at all because
I'm afraid the color is not going
to be green,” City Commissioner
MaryJane Gorney told The Bay
City Times.
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Bummer: Man’s bottom bared in Vail ski-lift mishap

VAIL, Colo. (AP) — A guy who
dangled upside down from a ski lift
with his bare bottom exposed prob-
ably doesn’t want to hear any “ski
bum” jokes.

Officials at Vail Resorts in Colo-
rado say the 48-year-old man was
trying to get on the Blue Ski basin

lift on New Year’s Day. They haven’t
said what went wrong.

Workers stopped the lift, backed it
up 10 or 12 feet and rescued the man
after about seven minutes. His name
hasn’t been released.

Bystanders snapped photos and
posted them on the Internet, show-

ing a man who looks to be hanging
by one ski boot, his ski pants and
underwear apparently snagged in
the chair and reaching no farther
than his knees.

Vail spokeswoman Liz Biebl
confirmed the photos on one site
were, in fact, the victim.
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Lou the mule alerts Tenn. woman to house on fire

McMINNVILLE, Tenn. (AP) —Lou
the mule hrayed his way into his owner’s
heart with a New Year’s warning that her
rural Tennessee home was on fire.

Jolene Solomon says the mule saved
her life by alerting her to the attic blaze so
that she could get out of the house before
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it burned down.

The Southemn Standard in McMin-
nville reported Solomon had just finished
supper on New Year’s Day when Lou’s
braying and acting up got her attention. -
The 63-year-old — who lives alone —
stepped outside and saw the fire.

The farm house in south-central
Tennessee built by Solomon’s grand-
father was gutted. Solomon is staying
with family while she plans to rebuild.

Solomon said her father bought
Lou years ago to help her and her late
sister, Blue, around the farm.

NY man demands estranged wife pay him for kidney

GARDEN CITY, N.Y. (AP) —
A New York doctor is demanding
that his estranged wife pay him
$1.5 million to compensate him
for the kidney he gave her while
they were still on good terms.

Dr. Richard Batista spoke
Wednesday to reporters at his
lawyer’s office in Garden City,

Long Island.

He said he gave his kidney to
Dawnell Batista in June 2001.
She filed for divorce in July
2005.

The 49-year-old Batista works
for Nassau University Medical
Center. The couple have three
children, ages 8, 11 and 14.
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A message left for his wife's
attorney, Douglas Rothkopf,
was not immediately returned.

PHOTO BY RUBEN CASTILLO/The Daily Toreador

GEORGIA SPOLEC, A student from Dallas, donates blood Monday at the United Blood Services mobile unit located
outside the Student Union Building. The next blood drive will take place Monday at the Horn/Knapp Residence Hall.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
nation’s tax code is so complex that
taxpayers spend nearly $200 billion a
vear on the work required to comply
with requirements, the government’s
taxpayer advocate said in a report re-
leased Wednesday.

The report also said the Internal
Revenue Service should do more to
help financially strapped taxpayers meet
their obligations, an issue addressed by
the IRS on Tuesday.

Lawmakers have been talking about
simplifying tax laws for years, yet the tax
code has grown to 3.7 million words,
Taxpayer Advocate Nina E. Olson
wrote in her report. In the past eight
years, changes to the tax code have been
made at a rate of more than one a day.

“There is a real economic cost of
complying with the tax code,” Olson
said in an interview.

The tax code is likely to get even
more complex in the coming weeks
as Congress considers an economic

stimulus package that is expected to
include about $300 billion in tax cuts, businesses.

‘Tax compliance costly for individuals, businesses

including breaks for individuals and
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arody song more sophomoric than satirical

n Dec. 26th, it became

public that the Tennes-

see Republican leader
and former Mike Huckabee cam-
paign manager, Chip Saltsman, had
released a CD containing satirical,
anti-democratic songs as a Christmas
gift to other members of the Repub-
lican National Committee.

Songs titled “Love Client #9” and
“Down on the Farm with Al Gore,”
among others, were simply light-
hearted satire in nature and did elicit
much attention. However, located on
the CD), was the now infamous song
“Barack the Magic Negro,” a play-off
of the title of an article that ran in the
Los Angeles Times in March 2007.

The song is sung by Paul Shanklin
imitating the Rev. Al Sharpton and
contains lyrics such as: “He made
guilty whites feel good, they'll vote

for him and not for me ‘cause he’s

not from the hood.”

The song was first exposed to the
public back in 2007 by conservative
talk show host Rush Limbaugh who
played it on his program. However,
the song did not receive much at-
tention or criticism because, quite
frankly, offensive ignorance like this
is standard behavior on “The Rush
Limbaugh Show.”

So Saltsman mailed off copies
of the CD as Christmas presents to

Derek
Johnston

members of the RNC. Perhaps he
expected it to be taken comically and
earn him a few points as he pushes
for the chairmanship of the party.
Instead, he unleashed a torrent of
infighting within members of the
Republican Party.

RNC Chairman Robert Duncan
said he was “shocked and appalled
that anyone would think this was
appropriate as it clearly does not
move us in the right direction.” Salts-
man responded shortly thereafter by
releasing a statement which said,
“Liberal Democrats and their allies in
the media didn’t utter a word about
David Ehrenstein’s irresponsible
column in the Los Angeles Times last
March. But now, of course, they’re
shocked and appalled by its parody on
‘The Rush Limbaugh Show.”

Saltsman was referring to the
March 2007 Op-ed in the Los Angeles
Times which refers to a historical-
sociological term that emerged in the
wake of Brown v. Board of Education as
a black man who “has no pést, {and)

simply appears one day to help the
white protagonist.” He exists to ease
the white man’s guilt over the slavery
and oppression of African-Americans
but does not conform to racist stereo-
types of African-Americans.

This term usually reserved for
cinematic characters “portrayed
by actors such as

man Jim Greer, who was also consid-
ering running for the RNC chairman-
ship, released a message supporting
“any candidates for the chairmanship
who have taken a ‘fitm position’ on
Saltsman’s decision to distribute the
‘racially-insulting song.”

While the lyrics of the song
are undeniably

Sydney Poitier,
Morgan Freeman,
and recently Don
Cheadle,” to name
a few. The article
makes the claim
that then presi-
dential candidate
Barack Obama
takes on this role,
by being black but
“not authentically
s0.”

In spite of
Duncan’s condem-
nation of Salts-
man’s actions,
some Republicans

hile the lyrics of
the song are
undeniably
offensive, they are,
“in my opinion,
simply tacky and the
incident is not worth
the attention it has
been given.

offensive, they
are, in my opin-
ion, simply tacky
and the incident
is not worth the
attention it has
been given. This
election cycle has
proven to be one
of the great elec-
tions of American
history. Obama
hasn't even served
aday in office and
already he is hailed
as a great Ameri-
can president by
much of the coun-

are coming to his
defense. Ken Blackwell, the former
Ohio secretary of state and one of
four African-American members
of the RNC, defended Saltsman by
commenting on “the hypersensitivity
in the press regarding race.”

Florida Republican Party Chair-

try. In fact, if not
yet a great president — which judging
solely on the conduct of his transition
team he very well may be — he is a
great American symbol.

When the country was founded,
there was no such thing as an Afri-
can-American. There were slaves.

At the very most, an African man
counted as three-fifths of a person.
From the signing of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation abolishing slavery
in America, it would be over 100
years before the ancestors of freed-
men would be given any rights at all
under the Constitution.

And now in the year 2009, an
African-American will be sworn in
as the 44th president of the United
States. Forget your politics, forget all
the discussion of policy on both sides
of the aisle, Jan. 20th will'be a great
day for America.

But it is occurrences like the
media attention this song is now
receiving that will detract from the
greatness of this moment: While the
race issue will be in the spotlight
no matter what, for the first time in
this election cycle, it will be spot-
lighted in a positive sense. I will be
spotlighted in the sense that while
it remains an issue, it is no longer a
restraint.

While racism will still be used
to offend, it will no longer be used
to hold people back. So in this way,
race is the primary issue of the inau-
guration, but for the first time in 200
years, it is not an enemy of progress.
It is instead, for one day, a symbol
of progress. But “Barack the Magic
Negro” and offensive satire like it

stand in the way of progress and
return the issue of race in America
to a negative light.

However, we must cut the politi-
cal right-wingers a little slack. After
eight years of power 'm sure their
satire skills are a litele rusty. After
eight years in the background, liber-
als have learned to wield satire like
a painter wields a brush to create a
masterful work of art.

So this song and its distribution
among the RNC come across as
merely petty and sophomoric. And
its publicity as racist and offensive
does little but to distract us from what
is really happening in the United
States.

For the first time ever, Americans
have proven that given enough
determination focused in the right
direction, a person’s station in life is
no longer dictated, as Martin Luther
King Jr. once said, “by the color of
their skin, but by the content of their
character.” [ hope that in the weeks
to come, this unfortunate incident
will be forgotten and as a nation we
can put politics aside and look for-
ward to a future that is brighter than
we have seen in a very long time.

& Johnston is a computer sci-
ence major from Lubbock. E-mail
him at derek.johnston@ttu.edu

Warren unjust choice for inauguration

STAFF EDITORIAL

Tur Oracie (). Soum Fiowoa)

resident-elect Barack Obama

has chosen Rick Warren,

pastor of Saddleback church
and author of the bestselling book The
Purpose Driven Life, to deliver his
inaugural invocation Jan. 20. Warren
thappens to be vehemently opposed
itq gay rights and not believe in
levolution. |

In an interview with Larry King
in 2005, Warren questioned the
consistency of believing in both
evolution and a genetic basis for
homosexuality.

“If Darwin was right, which is sur-
vival of the fittest, then homosexuality
would be a recessive gene because
it doesn’t reproduce and you would
think that over thousands of years that

homosexuality would work itself out
of the gene pool,” he said.

Warren sent out a video message in
an attempt to rally support for banning

s
unforgivable to put
~ political posturing
“above eliminating
divisiveness
between group

gay marriage. He had some predictably
dramatic words on the subject:
“There are about 2 percent of
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Americans (who) are homosexual
or gay, leshian people. We should
not let 2 percent of the population
determine to change the definition
of marriage that has been supported
by every single culture and every
single religion for 5,000 years. This
is not even just a Christian issue,
it is a humanitarian and human
issue.”

Disegarding the fact that War-
ren grossly underestimates the
actual percentage of homosexuals
in America, it is patently un-
American to disregard a group’s
rights based on size.

It is understandable that Obama
would choose a prominent Chris-
tian figure to garner political favor
among the evangelicals who shied
away from him last November.
However, it is unforgivable to put
political posturing above eliminat-
ing divisiveness between groups.
Inviting a polarizing figure flatly
opposed to taking into account
the opinions a minority of the
population does nothing to further
inclusiveness or tolerance.

Imagine if Obama were to invite
Louis Farrakhan to deliver the
invocation. This scenario seems
both absurd and unlikely because
it wouldn’t appeal to the majority.
It would also be likely to anger and
alienate America’s Jewish popula-
tion — which happens to make up
2 percent of the U.S. population,
according to U.S. Census Bureau.
This begs the question: If Louis Far-
rakhan had penned a best-selling
book, were Christian and had
millions of evangelicals supporting
him, would these be reason enough
to overlook his anti-Semitic com-
ments and invite him to give the
inaugural invocation?

Appealing to the majority rather
than applying universal principles
of justice and equality is no more
reasonable in the hypothetical than
it is in Obama’s very real invitation
to Warren.

By MATT FERRARA
Tue Ouacr (. Sovm Fiomna)

ouTube is no longer just

for water-skiing squir-

rels and pre-teen girls
facing off about which of the three
Jonas Brothers is the hottest. In
light of record-low unemployment
rates, the user-created video Web
site is putting Americans back
to work — in front of their Web
cams.

In October of 2006, youtube.
com, then in only its second year,
was bought by search engine gi-
ant Google for $1.65 million.
Before the buy, Google Video
was YouTube’s biggest competi-
tion, allowing all its users to
upload lengthy videos, whereas
on YouTube uploads were limited
to a length of 10 min-
utes unless granted a
director account. This
brought advertisers and
viewers looking for full-
length pictures like the
conspiracy theory film phe-
nomenon Zeitgeist: The
Movie over to Google's side
of the fence.

Google Video used its fan
base and advertising power to
create an Internet super-hub
for self-expression via YouTube.
In early 2008, to promote this
self-expression — and, of course,
to generate revenue — Google
created the YouTube Partner
Program, a sector of Google Ads
used to pay YouTube stars for
their work.

According to the partnership’s
homepage, “YouTube partners
are independent video creators
and media companies who are
looking for online distribution
and who meet (the partnership’s)
qualifications. Becoming a partner
gives you the ability to share in
ad revenue from your YouTube

~ videos.”

N jI'his may come as music to the
ears of relentless vioggers and un-
declared college students searching
for their lot in life, but becoming a
YouTube partner isn’t as simple as
becoming a partner at your local
food co-op. To become a partner,
users must meet three qualifica-
tions: They must create original
videos suitable for representation

all video and audio used and upload
videos regularly that are viewed by
thousands of YouTube users.

Such exclusivity is unusual for
Google Ads, as on blogspot.com
anyone who wishes to add che
application can. This is because
Google Ads on BlogSport are all from
Google’s small business AdSense
program, which doesn't
bring in nearly as much
money per adver-
tiser as YouTube,

according to an Ad-
Sense support represer-
tative. Support of Google Ads on
blogs typically brings in 3 to 5 cents
per hit for bloggers.

The YouTube Partner Program,
on the other hand, deals with the
big corporate bucks. Sponsors in-
clude the likes of Sony, Verizon,
LG, CBS and McDonald’s, to name
a few, and their advertising dollars
will be spent only in a medium in
which they can reach hundreds of
thousands of people.

Michael Buckley of buckholly-
wood.com was one of the first hand-
ful of video creators to make it as a
YouTube partner. His online show
“What the Buck?”, a commentary on
all things celebrity, comes out three
times a week and averages more than
200,000 views an episode. Buckley

YouTube users strike gold with Google Ads

told the New York Times that his
show earned him over $100,000 in
2008, the year in which his videos
were most viewed.

Buckley may be a case of one-
in-a-million YouTube stardom, but
one doesn’t have to be a household
name to gain sponsorship. Newer
YouTube channels with only a few

\  videos at 25,000 views a piece have
by YouTube, own the copyrights for

gained sponsorship, and YouTube
moderators help give potential part-
ners a jump start by featuring some
of their favorite videos of the day on
the homepage.

Heather Jayne, a senior majoring
in social work, is grateful for the
partnership program because even
if not everyone can make it big on
YouTube, everyone can benefit from

it.

“Everything is online now, so
everyone gains from this. The people
who make the videos make money,
the people who make the ads make
money and the people watching
these videos get free entertainment,”
she said.

Commenting on the press cover-
age of the YouTube Partner Program
on his live BlogTV webcast last
month, Buckley shared this senti-
ment with his viewers and all of
YouTube: “It’s nice to see people off
of YouTube getting successful and
creating positive press attention. It’s
(no longer) like a viral and freakish
‘Oh! Do you believe these kids did
that on YouTube!’ kind of thing
anymore. It really isa great day for
YouTube.”
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Say goodbye to PC Magazine’s print edition

By TINA L. ARONS

Frarunes Epmon

An empty space will be left in
magazine racks where PC Magazine
once resided.

Ziff Davis Media, a leading
technology media company, an-
nounced in November that PC
Magazine will go all digital and
the final print version will be the
January 2009 issue.

“Moving our flagship property
to an all-digital format is the final
step in an evolutionary process that
has been playing out over the last
seven years,” Jason Young, CEO of
Ziff Davis Media, said in a state-
ment. “Since 2000, online has been
the focal point where technology
buyers get their information and
technology marketers are directing
their dollars to drive demand and
build their brands.”

Kippra Hopper, a journalism
professor who teaches magazine
writing at Texas Tech, said she be-
lieves the changes some magazine
publications, such as PC Magazine,
are making stem from economic
concerns and a push to become
technologically savvy.

“I think it makes sense for PC
Magazine to go all online because

”

t's about computers,
It s a natural course for that pub-
lication.”
According tothe Zlff Davis Me-
dia statement,

she said. ‘we expect to accelerate further.”

Randy Reddick, chairman of
the journalism department at Tech,
said lifestyle changes that caused
people to want

the PCMag
Digital Net-
work reaches
more than 10
times the cir-
culation of the

ince 2000, online
has been the
focal point where

information
provided online
spurred the in-
creased online
presence by
magazines and

print publica- newspapers.
cion. technology buyers get  And when
“The Inter- people’s life-

net is a power-
ful marketing
platform that
combines per-
fectly with the
highly contex-
tual nature of
our content
and allows
us to deliver
marketers ac-
tive buyers
with powerful
engagement
and strong re-

their information
and technology
marketers are
directing their
dollars to drive
demand and build

their brand,

JASON YOUNG
CEO OF ZIFF DAVIS MEDIA

said, advertising
dollars change.
The economy
may have played
a small part in
PC Magazine's
decision to
switch to an all-
digital format,
Reddick said.
However, eco-
nomic troubles
have and will

turn on their
investment,”
said Young in the statement. “We
have a great legacy of innovation
in delivering on this promise that

the newspaper
industry harder
than it’s glossy counterpart.
“Most of the established maga-
zines have a pretty well-defined

styles change, he-

continue to hit -

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

CATHERINE CHEN, A freshman biomedical science major from El Paso, browses the magazine rack Monday
at the Barnes & Noble bookstore in the Student Union Building.

audience and advertising base,”
he said. “It’s probably not going to
shift. The people who buy Ameri-
can Quarterhorse Magazine are
going to continue to buy it.”

Hopper, who agreed, said she
believes print versions of other
magazines will always have a place
on the racks because people enjoy

the tangible format.

“There’s just nothing like being
able to see photos with the copy
all next to one another in a nice
layout,” she said.
z-fina.arons@ttu.edu

KTXT-FM to rally outside Student Union Building

By TINA L. ARONS

Srarr Wrimen

Radio station KTXT-FM sup-
porters continue to fight for the
revival of the student-run radio
station despite the Texas Tech Stu-
dent Media Department’s resolve
to follow through with the
decision to pull the
plug.

Those who
support. the
movement
to put the
station
back on
air plan to
rally from
10 a.m. to
2 p.m. today
between the
Student Union

Susan Peterson, student me-
dia director, said the decision to
eliminate KTXT-FM was a hard but
necessary decision.

“What we are looking to do
is converge print and broadcast,”
she said. “And we can offer more
without radio.”

Peterson said the de-
partment examines
student media as
a whole every

year and de-
cides if any
changes are
necessary to
improve the
opportuni-
ties available
to students.
Last semester
changes included
switching the

Building focus from
and the a radio sta-
University ‘ tion to a
Library. : ' converged
The ra“y 12.10.08 THE DAY THE MUSIC DIED bYoadenst

will include bands

such as One Wolf, Thrift Store
Cowboys and spoken-word artist
Paul Bullock.

“This is an incredible learning
tool and a piece of Texas Tech
and the community,” said Blake
“Wombat” Porter, the former station
manager. “KTXT has been around
for those 47 years of Lubbock cen-
tennially. It's valuable to this com-
munity and Texas Tech. It's Texas
Tech’s loud speaker.”

The department took the stu-
dent-run station off the air Dec. 2,
citing high maintenance costs and
an evolving media industry as its
primary reasons for closing the radio
station in a December statement.

department that
focuses on Web broadcasting.

Streamed music with disc jockey
segments may be part of the new
direction, she said, but a student-run
radio station will not return.

{You have to make some tough
choices,” said Jan Childress, associ-
ate vice president for student affairs
at Tech. “Media changes are just
everywhere. Look at the Lubbock
Avalanche-Journal, the New York
Times. Things are changing every-
where. I don’t think it’s unusual to
make some changes in media.”

Childress said the Division of
Student Affairs has “no plans to put
KTXT in it's current format back
on the air.”

Brad Pitt says he
was faithful to
Jennifer Aniston

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Brad Pitt is
extracting himself from the tabloid love
triangle: The actor says his relationship
with current flame Angelina Jolie began
sometime after splitting from Jennifer
Aniston.

In October, Jolie revealed that she and
Pitt fell in love while making the 2005
film “Mr. & Mis. Smith.” In November,
Aniston called Jolie's comments “really
uncool,” because she was married to Pitt
while the movie was in production.

Pitt sets the record straight in a
story posted on W magazine’s Web site
Wednesday, defending both women and
insisting that his relationship with Jolie
didn’t begin until after he and ex-wife
Aniston split in 2005.

“Ten is a sweetheart,” Pitt tells the
magazine for its Jan. 20 issue. “I think she
got dragged into that one, and then there’s
a second round to all that Ang1c versus
Jen. It’s so creat

Michael McDermott, a local
alumni supporter of the station,
said he promotes the reinstatement
of the student-run radio station
because of nostalgia.

“Blood, sweat and tears went
into the place,” he said. “Pm still
in touch with most of the staff I
worked with, even though it’s been
20 years.”

He said he believes many of the
problems arose by the execution of
KTXT-FM’s shutdown.

“I don’t think anyone would
be having a problem with shut-
ting down KTXT if they had told
people 6 months ahead of time,”
McDermott said.

Porter said the station’s ex-
ecutive staff of students received no
warning prior to the announcement
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during the department’s weekly
management meeting, which took
place several minutes before the
station stopped broadcasting.

Despite administrative road-
blocks, Porter said he remains hope-
ful. He estimates the movement to
put KTXT-FM back on the air has
about 5,000 supporters.

“Chances are getting high. The
support has been incredible,” Porter
said. “Um eager to see how many
people we recruit after the rally. This
meeting in January seems promising
and we could very well have KTXT
back very soon.”

However, student media’s direc-
tor disagrees.

“It’s been a great ride,” Peterson
said, “but the ride is over.”
=tina.arons@tu.edu
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ACROSS

1 Buddhist monk

5 Deadly Airican
snake

10 Soft mineral

14 Black, in poetry

15 Dismay

16 Pieces of
pelvises

17 Coagulate

18 Bucket whesl!

19 Have the lead
role

20 Start of a quip

23 Seething

24 Surrounding
glows

25 Sacred song

28 Country way

30 Hebrew month

31 Conclusion

34 Lair

37 Part 2 of quip

40 Shea player

41 Another name
for fantan

42 Fanciful notion

43 Agile

44 Scrub, NASA-
style

45 Lift spirits

48 Sew loosely

51 End of quip

57 Eye part

58 In a slow
tempo

58 Japanese
ethnic group

80 Letier opener?

61 Wizardry

62 Awl or auger

63 Before, before

64 Nimoy's half-
Vulcan

65 Coastal bird

DOWN
Walesa of
Poland

Up for the job
Debatable
insect colonies
Kind of ray
Flying high
One of the
Osmonds

Jail on the high
seas

indian
housemaid

o
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11 12 13
34 35 138
51 52 53 54 1§55 {56
57 58
G0 €1
63 B84
By Alan P. Olschwang 1/8/09

Huntington Beach, CA

10 Paper hanky

11 Wedding
Iocation

12 Jungle vine

13 Halimark
product

21 Branch

22 Sharp-tasting

25 Salon offering,
shortly

26 Twist sideways

27 "Charley's _"

28 Describe with
vividness

29 Literary
collections

31 Bedside water
pitcher

32 Fighting force

33 Coloring agent

34 Queen of
Carthage

35 incessantly

36 Straight up

38 Vail rival

39 Free

43 Dollar bill
portrait artist

44 Had a little
famb
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45 Musical study 52 Beggar's
piece request
486 Devotee 53 Type of tide
47 Vicinities 54 Christian of
48 Small, hand fashion
drum 55 In a little while,
49 Storage space old-style
50 Kind of 56 Christmas
absorber season

SUNDAY

January 11, 2009
Lubbock Civic Center

795-9331

Tickets: $3 in advance (at Tuxedo Junction, South Plains Mall) $5 at the door - opens at 12 noon
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Meet the DT’s new bloggers,

check them out online.

The Press Box
By Alex Ybarra, managing editor
Consider it a delicious buffet of sports clicks for
your little index finger, but don’t worry, weight gain
is not a side effect (for all you with New Year’s resolu-

tions).

Experience Points: Tutorial Level : .

By Britton Peele, opinions editor
If you thought you saw more than enough of -
that nerdy guy who writes about video games
and geeky television shows like “Heroes”
in print pages of The Daily Toreador, think

aoam

Livin’ la Vida
By Tina L. Arons, features editor
If you've ever wondered about what happens on
the windowless top floor of the psychology build-
ing, how the campus clock tower is cleaned
or whether it’s possible to give up coffee

— fear not.

dailytoreador.
com

Visit each blog at blogs.

Holiday-eating stomach problems can
be remedied with good diet,

By HANNAH BOEN
Svarr Waimer

A holiday of feasting, toasting
and traveling may mean spending
the beginning of the new year feeling
green around the gills.

Texas Tech’s Student Health
Services medical director, Dr. Kelly
Bennett, said both traveling and
overeating can cause stomach prob-
lems and digestive disruptions.

Traveling oftentimes takes people
away from normal eating habits, Ben-
nett said, which causes indigestion,
fluid retention and fatigue.

“Most people cannot find healthy
foods while traveling,” she said, “so
people tend to get a very high carbo-
hydrate and high fat diet.”

Besides diet changes while trav-
eling, Bennett said people tend to
drink more alcohol and eat richer
foods during the holiday months,
which comes with consequences.

“If you eat more than normal, the
stomach must expand,” she said, “and

* that causes pain. Also, if you drink

too much alcohol, your pancreas

puts out too many chemicals, causing
more pain.”

Common stomach problems range
from overindulging to heartburn and
indigestion to gastritis, a condition
Bennett said can be caused by exces-
sive consumption of alcohol.

Although few people suffer from
gastritis during the holidays, the Web
MD Web site considers alcohol to be
one of the top ten consumed items
that.causes heartburn. ‘

Caffeine, peppermint, chocolate,
onion and garlic also made the list of
heartburn sources, all of which are
popular holiday foods.

The average American gains
about seven pounds during the
holiday season, Bennett said, which
boils down to consuming an extra
21,000 calories in the five weeks
from Thanksgiving to Christmas.
However, she said there is hope for
people who have gained weight as a

exercise

result of holiday eating habits.

“New Year’s resolutions following
the six weeks of holiday eating is
convenient,” she said. “Make New
Year’s resolutions to cut back on fat
and carbs and go to the gym.”

Debra Reed, a nutrition professor
at Tech, offered a suggestion other
than heading to the gym to offset
digestion disruptions from holiday
eating.

Reed said after a season of ne-

- glecting nutrition, fruits and veg-

etables are a good place to start.

“Don’t deprive yourself of nutri-
tion,” she said.

Reed said 77 percent of people do
not consume enough fruits and veg-
etables, which are low in calories and
full of fiber and will help counteract
the holiday gorging.

It is important to eat a well-
balanced diet and stay active simul-
taneously, she said.

“Have oatmeal, brown rice, whole
wheat bread and lots of water,” Reed
said, “and physical activity makes all
the difference in the world.”
=»hannah.boen@tiu.edu

Grand Theft Auto

No matter your favorite genre or
console of choice, most players can
agree 2008 was a great year for video
games.

The year as a whole may not com-
pete with 1998 — a year that included
the release of some of the greatest
games of all time, such as “The Legend
of Zelda: Ocarina of Time,” “StarCraft,”
and “Half-Life” — but 2008 received
some amazing titles of its own.

I present my personal favorite
games of the year to those behind with
last year’s releases who may be looking
for somewhere to spend some post-
holiday cash. These titles were some
of the best games of 2008.

10. “Professor Layton and the Curi-
ous Village”

Nintendo DS had yet another great
year, but it was “Professor Layton” that
captured my heart the most. Packed
with charm and puzle-solving game-
play, this is a game [ highly recommend.

$3000

I hope Nintendo will bring the sequels
from Japan to the United States as soon
as possible.

9. “LittleBigPlanet”

Where this amazingly charm-
ing platformer really excels is in its
potential for user-generated content.
Unfortunately, Sony has been fairly
draconian in their moderation policies,
taking some of the best stuff down and
preventing “LBP” from being higher
on this list.

8. “Gears of War 2”

If all a player wants is outstanding
action, he or she could certainly do
worse than “Gears of War 2.” With
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zzles by PageFitler

In Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.

[V leads

outstanding visuals, great gameplay
and easily one of the best multiplayer
experiences of the year, “Gears 2” is
an improvement over the original in
every way.

7. “Burnout Paradise”

Reinventing the series by taking
the gameplay to an open-world format,
developer Criterion has made what is
easily the best “Burnout” game vyet,
which makes it one of the best racing
games of all time in my opinion.

6. “Braid”

This puzzle game is intriguing for
a variety of reasons. It's downloadable
(currently available on the Xbox Live
Marketplace), 2D and was mainly
created by one guy. If its highly addict-
ing, time-manipulation puzzles aren’t
enough, “Braid” does something few
puzzle games ever attempt. It weavesan
interesting story that, when faced with
the final moments and realizations,
make the player say, “Holy crap!”

top 10 vi

5. “Banjo-Kazooie Nuts and
Bolts”
A title you may not find on a lot
of “Top 10” lists from other gamers,
“Nuts and Bolts” completely rebuilds
the “Banjo-Kazooie” series with sur-
prisingly good results. Moving away
from item collecting and towards ve-
hicle building, “Nuts and Bolts” is an
extremely fun experience I think has
been severely overlooked, especially
considering its $40 MSRP.

4, “Fallout 3”

Staying mostly true to the premise
of being able to be anyone and do any-
thing, “Fallout 3” lets you explore an
expansive post-apocalyptic Washing-
ton, D.C., in search of the character’s
father. Players can choose to follow an
interesting story or simply spend your
time stealing bottle caps from innocent
civilians while making choices that
include saving a town or setting off a

. nuke to blow it up.

3. “Dead Space”

A game truly greater than the sum
of its parts, “Dead Space” is a master-
piece that takes the best aspects from
games such as “Resident Evil 4” and

“Bioshock” to create what will hope-

fully be one of the best new series’ to
come along in some time. -

2. “Metal Gear Solid 47

Some may argue that “MGS4” isn’tas
much of a game as it is a Blu-ray movie,
because players spend as much time
watching cutscenes as he or she does
sneaking around buildings and gunning
down soldiers. But the story in “MGS4” is
well worth the time spent watching, and
it is a very fitting end to a character who
has one of gaming’s most iconic figures for
the past decade, Solid Snake.

1. “Grand Theft Auto [V”

If someone had told me a year ago
my favorite game of 2008 would be a
“Grand Theft Auto” game, I would

have called them insane. I've never

ideo games of 2008

before been a fan of the series, which
is known to the public more for its
controversial content involving sex,
crime and violence.

“GTA IV however, took the series
into an extremely serious direction,
weaving a plot that rivals crime movie
classics such as “Goodfellas” while
creating strong emotional ties from the
player to the game’s characters, which
makes certain story-altering choices
along the way more difficult.

Combine that with stellar open-
world gameplay, outstanding voice
acting and fantastic writing, and I think
you have the best game of 2008, if not
one of the greatest games of all time.

So, those are my opinions on the
top titles of last year. Disagree? Feel free
to express your own thoughts on www.
DailyToreador.com.

Peele is a sophomore English
major from Union Valley. E-mail
him at britton.peele@tiu.edu.

Cigarettes «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

estimated smoking caused
82,400 fires in the United States
in 2005, and older adults are at
the highest risk of death or injury
from smoking-material fires, even
though they are less likely to smoke
than younger adults.

The most common material first
ignited in home, smoking-material
fire deaths were mattresses, bed-
ding and upholstered furniture,
according to the association’s

Web site.

Mbb'y STdiciat Myetic T ustions.

Kyle Walker, a senior res-
taurant, hotel and institution-
al management major from
Abilene, said he does not plan to
smoke fire-safe cigarettes.

He was planning to quit any-
way, he said, and the new legisla-
tion increases his motivation.

Walker said he heard sev-
eral concerns about an increased
toxicity, changes in taste and
inconvenience.

“ think it’s going to help a
lot of people quit,” he said. “And
it's safer.”
=»-fina.arons@tiu.edu
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Harvard study: Big behinds may benefit health

By LINGBO LI

Harvarp Crimson (Harvarp)

Being bootylicious has helped many
a hip-hop career, but now Harvard
Medical School research has found that
it can also help your health.

A study led by HMS professor C.
Ronald Kahn found that the kind of fat
that has made Jennifer Lopez famous—
fat found in the buttocks and thighs—
may actually help prevent diabetes.

Those with generous derrieres, or

C O M

DON’T JUST TAN.. . GET A SUPERTAN!

pear-shaped” bodies, store subcuta-

neous fat in their hips and buttocks.
Those with “apple-shaped” bodies
tend to store weight around their ab-
domens.

Researchers already knew abdomi-
nal obesity came with a higher risk of
diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

What Kahn wanted to know was
what would happen if the fat from the
two areas was switched. So he injected
lower-body fat from mice into their
abdomens. ;

“What we found was that moving
the fat under the skin and hips...actu-
ally improved metabolism,” Kahn said
in an interview.

Mice with the transplanted fat lost
weight, had lower insulin levels, and
had better insulin sensitivity.

Kahn had found that not all fat is
created equal: subcutaneous fat from
the lower body, it tums out, is very
different from abdominal fat.

What the difference is, exactly,
has yet to be discovered. That kind of
finding would have “enormous implica-
tions” for the understanding of obesity
and diabetes and for the pharmaceu-
tical industry, said Philip Gorden,
the former director of the National
Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases.
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Tech struggling with focus as Big 12 schedule looms

By ALEX YBARRA

MARAGING EDITOR

Before TCU handed Texas Tech its
first home loss of the season Wednesday,
forward Mike Singletary admitted the
Red Raiders have lost focus too often.

“We just need to take every game
and not look ahead,” he said. “I think
that we’ve been doing that lately. I
think that once the Big 12 comes into
play, I think we’ll be ready. I think we’re
all kind of ready for Big 12 to start, but
we do know that we do have to get the
(TCU) game.”

There is some good news and some
bad news based on Singletary’s com-
ments.

The good news is Tech will not have
to look ahead to the Big 12 Conference
schedule anymore with Tech opening
league play against Baylor at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday in Waco.

The bad news was Tech still strug-
gled to slow down TCU, losing 85-80. It
was the fourth loss in seven games after
starting the season 7-1.

So expect the learning curve to get
sharper here in the next few weeks.

“Our goal is we wanna be a better
(conference) team than last year,”
said Singletary, who scored 22 points
against TCU. “We felt like there were
a lot of games in there last year that we
should’ve won. We just didn’t have the
leadership or anything to win those
games. We feel like we have that this
year.
“We really think we should be in the
upper half of the Big 12 this year. We
know that if we don’t figure out these
problems it’s gonna be a tough run.”

Tech coach Pat Knight, who after a
111-66 loss to Stanford owns the three-
worst losses in school history, said the
defense looks better in practice than
in games.

“This is not North Carolina,” he
said. “We’re gonna have ups and downs
because the kids we're getting in here,
but it’s getting better.”

Hopefully for Knight, the injuries -
to Trevor Cook, Michael Prince and
Nick Okorie won’t linger the rest of
the way. 3ag

Okorie returned from an ankle
sprain during the Stanford game but has
not looked 100 percent since. Against
TCU though, he showed glimpses of the
athleticism that proved difficult to con-
tain earlier this season with 13 points
despite going 4-of-12 from the field.

After missing six games with a foot
injury, Prince looked fresh during his 14
minutes against TCU, and Knight said
it was refreshing to see the senior’s high
energy level.

Knight said he is unsure when Cook,
who has not played since the Stanford
game, and Damir Suljagic will return.
Both are suffering from back injuries.

“They're never gonna be 100 per-
cent until after the season,” Knight said
of his injured players. “To be 100 percent
you gotta take off a couple months and
they just can’t afford to do that. We're a
little banged up and so is everybody else.
If you look around the country everyone
has got injuries, but it’s basketball.”

On a positive note, Tech does get
T-foot center Esmir Rizvic back in time
for Big 12 games.

The senior was granted an extra

semester by the NCAA and chose to

ALAN VOSKUIL AND the Red Raiders aim for a good start in Big 12
Conference play against Baylor at 12:30 p.m. Saturday in Waco. "

return for the more important games
of the year, which will come in handy
considering the list of injuries.

Either way, Tech will face an uphill
battle to reach the top half in the Big
12, but as a vocal leader of the team,

Singletary remains confident.

“I think we’re all ready to make that
step forward,” he said, “and get back to
playing the way that we were at the

beginning of the year.”
=#daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla.
(AP) — Bob Stoops posed next to
the crystal football and played along
with a wave of photographers.

They asked him to look to the
left, he did. They asked him to
smile, he did. Any shot they wanted
Wednesday inside a hotel ballroom,
he gave them.

Then ashutterbug shouted to the
Oklahoma coach, telling him to hold
up his finger, showing who's No. 1.
Stoops tilted his head, stared at the
guy and kept his hands still.

“Too soon,” he said.

First, there’s a game to play. The
hurry-up Sooners and speedy Florida
meet Thursday night for the BCS
championship, a matchup that in-
cludes a pair of Heisman Trophy win-
ners, an SEC vs. Big 12 debate and
more than its share of trash talk.

Besides, enough teams already
are claiming the top spot. Southern
California, Utah and Texas hope
their bowl wins impressed enough
voters in The Associated Press poll,
which will be released in the wee
hours Friday.

Heck, how about New Hamp-
shire? The Wildcats beat Army,
which beat Louisiana Tech, which
beat Mississippi State, which beat
Vanderbilt, which beat Mississippi,
which handed the No. 1 Gators
their only loss.

No wonder college fans from
President-elect Barack Obama on
down want to see a playoff system.
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Hold that pose: Florida,
Oklahoma play for No. 1

“I think at some point in time it
might happen,” Florida coach Urban
Meyer said Wednesday. “I didn’t believe
that a few years ago, but I feel now
the discussion is out of control. I can’t
imagine any guy that enjoys football
not discussing that wherever he’s at.
So I imagine at some point that might
happen now.”

As towhether it should be a tourna-
ment for four, eight or 16 teams, that’s
someone else’s department.

“It’s not my job to figure that out,”
Meyer said. “I think it would be hard. I
don’t know how you do it.”

Echoed Stoops: “That’s not for me
to do. They’re all good football teams;
everyone realizes that. So again, that’s
for you guys to choose.”

There’s plenty of time to think
about it. The BCS’ latest TV deal with
ESPN ensures there won't be a playoff
until at least 2014.

Meanwhile, there’s a pretty attrac-
tive game brewing at Dolphin Stadium
between 12-1 teams.

Tim Tebow was a freshman two
years ago, backing up Chris Leak when
the Gators stomped Ohio State for the
national championship. Tebow won
the Heisman last season and now will
try to add a second title.

The Rambo-style quarterback will
soon explore his NFL options, deciding
whether to enter the draft or return for
his senior season. Tebow is not exactly
elegant with his lefc-handed tosses, and
some scouts project he'll wind up as a
tight end in the pros.

Placing Your Ad

Please check your ad care-
fully on the first day of
publication and notify

The Daily Toreador of
any errors. We are only
responsible for the first
day’s incorrect insertion.

Deadlines

Classified Line Ads:

Placed and paid for by 11 a.m. one
day in advance.

Classified Display Ads:

4 p.m. three days in advance.
Please call for rates for display
advertising.

DISCR2VER

gt

>ayments

All classifieds ads must be prepaid
prior to publication by credit card,
cash or personal check.

Checks should be made payable to
The Daily Toreador.

www.dailytoreador.com

For the fastest and easiest service, place and pay for
your ad online! Click on the “Classifieds” link on our
Web site to get started!
E-mail: dawn.zuerker @ttu.edu
Remember to include a contact number!
Phone: 806.742.3384
Call us to place your ad by credit card.
Fax: 806.742.2434

Call and confirm pricing and payment.

TUTORS

HELP WANTED

UNFURNISHED _UNFURNISHED CLOTHING/JEWELRY

A+ TUTORING and testsprep packets: Blaw, pols,
finance, math, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
etc. testsprep.com. 806-239-9683. Vi

HELP WANTED

ALLIED HEALTH major needed for male patient in
private home setting. Excellent opportunity for ex-
perience in field of health care. 795-7495.

PART-TIME Nanny wanted. Doc student needs
help taking care of 3 month old. Light houseclean-
ing @ $9/hour. Flexible' Hours. E-mail resume to
bethann2009@yahoo.com.

POOR AND PALE?

Fix that today! Supertan is hiring. Apply online
www.getasupertan.com or 3 locations 82nd and
Slide, 4th and Slide, 82nd and University.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for two children ages 5
and 8. Will be needed from 2:30 until evenings on
weekdays. Must be responsible. Please call (325)-
812-3395 or email at searsj_99@yahoo.com.

BAR PM now hiring position for kitchen staff and
door staff. Apply at 1211 University.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Earn up to $150 per day
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791.

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS now hiring for cus-
tomer service/production/delivery. Apply at 8215
University Ave.

RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL needed to help with a
busy family. Cleaning/laundry/errands and odd
jobs. No babysitting. 20 hours/week but flexible.
$8.50/hour. Please send resume to:
vampirenurse@aol.com.  Please include refer-
ences.

SERVERS: LUNCHES 11am-2pm M-F. Apply in
person only El Chico 4301 Marsha Sharp Free-
way. Next door to Otto’s.

STUDENT NEEDED as a part time assistant in a
physical therapy position for male patient in private
home. Training will be provided. Excellent oppor-
tunity for experience in field of health care. 795-
7495.

ONE PERSON only. Al bills paid. $485. Very nice
efficiency. Polished  oak floors. Manicured lawn
kept. Nopets.2301.18th. 765-7182.

1 BEDROOM, 1 bath. Stove, refrigerator, W/D con-
nections. $550/month. 2403 Akron. In Tech Ter-
race. Call Castle Property Management 806-783-
3040.

1 BEDROOM
New capet, C HA, WD.
747-3083, JPete66201@aol.com.

1906 23RD. 4/2/2 house. W/D included. fireplace,
security system. $1500/mo. $800/dep. 806-441-
4690.

2 BEDROOM 1 bath duplex. 2223 16th. Fireplace.
W/D. $650/mo. $500/dep. 806-441-4690.

2 BEDROOM
New carpet, W/, C HA,
747-3083. JPete66201@aol.com.

789-6001,

789-6001.

EMPLOYMENT: PART time Gymnastic teacher.
Call 795-0481 for interview.

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

FEDEX GROUND hiring part time package han-
dlers. Starting pay $9.50/hr. $1500/year tuition as-
sistance available. 3:30-8a.m. Tuesday - Saturday.
Apply -at 8214 Ash Ave (SE comer of Central
Freight).

GARDSKI'S NOW hiring servers and hostesses.
Apply 2-5 at 2009 Broadway.

HIRING NOW, Texas Creek Grill, 6012 82nd. Ap-
ply in person for greeter, wait staff or kitchen staff.

HOMETRUST MORTGAGE
Immediate  opening  available  for
gage Lending Assistant.  Works
with  Senior Loan Officer to take
process  loan  applications and  work
with  customers to get their loans
closed in a timely manner. Position is
part-time  25-30 hours a week M-F
Will work around class schedules. Pre-
fer a Sophomore or Junior business
major. Excellent resume  builder or
posion could lead to permanent em-
ployment upon graduation. Please
email resume to sscott@hometrust.
com if interested. = Good  opportunity
to leam about mortgage  banking/fi-
nance.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB

working with kids? YWCA now hiring to start Jan-
uary 5th for after school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6
PM. Apply now at 35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at
806-792-2723.

MAMARITAS HIRING counter staff and bar-
tenders. Flexible hours. Weekly pay. Apply at
6602 Slide Road.

MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS NEEDED
Eam extra money delivering the new Names and
Numbers Lubbock area telephone directories.
Working as an independent contractor during your
available daylight hours. Must be at least 18 years
old with valid drivers license and proof of
insurance. A great way to eam extra money for
yourself, family or locally sponsored organization.

If interested call 1-877-878-9445
or email: tntenterprises07@yahoo.com.

NANNY NEEDED to pick up my two kids from
school at 2:45 and keep until around 5, M-Th.
Must love kids and be reliable. Call (806)786-3277.

NOW HIRING: servers, greeters, deli help, line
cooks and bussers. Apply in person. M-F, 2-4pm.
Stella’s 50th and Utica.

OTTO’S GRANARY

Specialty store. Coffee, gifts, Godiva. Open 9am -
9pm daily, 12 - 6 Sunday. Flexible shifts. Morning,
afternoon, & evening shifts available. Apply in per-
son only @ Otto's Granary, 4119 Marsha Sharp
Freeway (between El Chico Restaurant and La
Quinta Hotel).

Mort-
closely
and

TAS MONTESSORI School is seeking a FT/PT
teacher’s assistant. Applicants with child develop-
ment background will be preferred.Please . email
your resume at tasmontessori@yahoo.com or call
806-783-0054 to set up an appointment.

THE LOCAL AB distributor is looking for fun, outgo-
ing, young adults for part time work in promotions
dept. Job involves late hours during week/ some
weekends. Must be 21/older and have clean driv-
ing record. Come by 901 E. 66th 9am-4pm for ap-
plications. 806-745-5263.

Just spent your last stash of cash on your moms

2/1 WITH central h/a, fireplace, all appliances in-
cluded. Awesome fenced backyard with extended
car garage. 3010 29th St. $750/mo, $450 deposit.
543-6764.

2211 46TH. 3/2 House. $750/mo. $600/dep. 806-
441-4690.

2215 14TH Rear. Remodeled 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath.
Hardwood floors. Close to Tech $325. 543-4223.

3-1 Convenient to Tech, W/D connections. Central
H/A. New carpet. $750 Month. 806-241-2227.

3/2° 29TH and Ave V. 1917 sq ft. W/D connection,
dishwasher, central - H/A.  $950.00 mo. 806-241-
2227.

3/2 PERFECT for roommates! Only 2 years old.
$995/month. 4807 37th. Call Castle Property Man-
agement 806-783-3040.

3/2 TWO story house. Near campus. Dining. W/D
connections. 2432 21st. $875/mo., $400 deposit.
787-2323. 544-3600.

3/2 TWO-story house. Hardwood, CH/A, yard, W/D
connections, appliances. 2310 28th. $795/mo.,
$400/dep. 787-2323. 544-3600.

3/2 UPDATED! Close to campus! $1050/month.
3411 25th. Call Castle Property Management
783-3040.

3/2.5 with 3 living areas. Close to Tech. 3017 37th.-
Appliances included. Call for details! 806-241-8760.

4/2. OFF street parking. 2 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. Fireplace. $1250. 790-5001.

5834 7TH. 3/2/2. Central H/A. W/D connection. Se-
curity gate. $850 per month. 806-783-3040.

AFFORDABLE

We have some wonderful 1, 2 & 3 bedroom homes
in quite residential areas close to the campus. Nice
appliances & lovely yards. Move in today! For
photo, info & appointment to view see Ann or B. J.
at 4211 34th afternoons 1-5 or call 795-2011.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

holiday gift? Already dreaming about

warmer weather but your swim suit is fooking a little shabby and your flip flops are out
of tread? Well, Spring Break is coming up quicker than you think and you're gonna
need a few extra dollars if you really want to be a player! What better opportunity
could you have to earn money in a fun, flexible environment and fatten up that wallet?
Come join Hospitality Services’ award winning teaml

Call 806742 ] 360 or visit

www. hospitality. ttu.edu for more information.

TEXAS TECH UNIVEUSITY

Hospitality Services

Division of Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re-
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month.
Bills paid. 792-3118.

GARAGE APARTMENT. Near Tech on 16th.
Quiet; clean, gas heat, upstairs, large closet,
fenced, off-street parking. $350/month. Available
Now. 806-773-9423; 806-789-1369.

3 BEDROOM
Wood floors, W/, Close to Tech. C
H/A. 789-6001. 747-3083.

JPete66201@aol.com.

AFFORDABLE

Large 1 bedroom brick house. 2 baths. 2 living ar-
eas. Move in today. Near 26th & Boston. Hard-
wood floors. Appliances. Yard. $425. Call Ann or
B. J. at 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE

Wow! Close to campus. Nice 3 bedroom brick
home. 2 Bath. Lovely decor. Appliances. Large
fenced yard. $555/mo. Call Ann or B. J. at 795-
2011.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS.

2420 39th Street. 2bd, 2ba, 2LR, and dining. Con-
tact Will 432/553-9527.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS
3/1.5, 2-story house. Great parking. W/D connec-
tions, appliances. 2505 Ave. S. $550/mo.
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

GREAT MOVE IN SPECIALS
4/1.5/2 huge house, 2 living areas, CH/CA. W/D
connections. Appliances. 1725 25th. $870/mo.
$400/dep. 806-787-2323. 806-544-3600.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid.
792-3118.

LARGE KITCHEN wbar. 3/1.5/1. Dining, appli-
ances, WID, nice backyard. 2406-38th. 470-9217.
Update in progress. Come see. Available 1-11-09.
$1050.

LOOKING TO 2 students who will be here 2 - 3

years. 2/1 brick house 3 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. $850/mo. 762-6302.

TEXAS TECH

Officially licensed rings. Men's from $495.. Wom-
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name' cloth-|
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister,
Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys §
qgirls. 806-777-8622.

MISCELLANEOUS

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus expense. Non/smoker, ages
SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0. Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

AFFORDABLE MOVING

Quick, easy professional moving. Reasonable
prices. Local or long distance. Free estimate on the
phone. Call 799-4033.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc.
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653,
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

19-29

NEWER! 3/3/2 duplex with yard. Only one left.
308B North Chicago. $795/month. Call Castle Prop-
erty Management 806-783-3040.

' NEWLY REMOLDED efficiencies, 3 & 4 bedroom

houses convenient to Tech. Call 771-1890.

STUDENT SPECIAL.

Affordable housing. Close to campus. 1 bedroom
duplex, bills paid. 2 bedroom mobilehomes. $200
security deposit. 806-795-0040, 806-786-8711.

FOR SALE

00-ZERO ACHES-new visco memory foam mat-
tress set. In plastic $375. 806-438-0081.

ALL LEATHER couch & loveseat, with coffee table.
Brand new. $625. Can deliver::806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW queen pillow top mattress set. In
plastic. Warranty. $129. 806-549-3110.

CERAMIC TILE dinette set and chairs, Brand new.
Medium brown. $260. 806-549-3110.

COMPLETE BEDROOM suite. Merlot finish bed,
dresser, mirror, nightstand, List $2190. Sell $799.
806-549-3110.

DINETTE TABLE & 4 chairs. Never used or un-
boxed. Can deliver. $170. 806-549-3110.

KING PILLOW TOP mattress and box spring, New
from mfg. Can deliver. $250. 806-549-3110.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE

5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

NEW DOUBLE pillow top mattress set. $115. Twin
mattress set. $99. New. Warranty. 806-438-0081.

NEW!!! MICRO suede sofa, loveseat, 3 piece table
set. Lifetime warranty. Can deliver. $525. 806-549-
3110.

OLD WEST wood & iron bedstead. Heavy! Boxed.
$250. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

PECAN FINISH Bedroom suite. 5 piece, complete.
Still boxed. $450, 806-438-0081.

SPACIOUS 3/3/1. 2,400 s.f. Near Tech. Safe, se-
cluded neighborhood. Hardwoods. New CH/A.
Fresh renovations throughout. Huge sunroom wi/-
fireplace and hot tub. $139K. 806-559-9912.

USED PSYCHOLOGY 1300 text from inquiry to un-
derstanding. $55 OBO. Steve 796-1413, 742-3145
ext. 278.

ROOMMATES

1 BEDROOM in furnished house. No pets. No
smoking. $300 month + 1/3 utilities. 970-640-3993.

2 ROOMMATES needed ASAP $300/mo., all bills
included. 4/2/1 Cantibury Pointe. Approximately 3
miles from campus. Justin (281) 455-6654.

2705 37TH. Roommate needed in 3/2 house!
$400/month, bills paid. Call Castle Property Man-
agement 806-783-3040.

ROOMMATE NEEDED (male or female) for a nice
2-story house <1 mile from campus! $475 bills in-
cluded. E-mail for pictures or check out Facebook
Marketplace! (281)450-7872. blake.rupard@ttu.
edu.

ROOMMATE NEEDED ASAP for 3/2 with sunroom

and large backyard. Rent $350 plus half of bills.
One Trained Dog Welcome! Call 832-541-4292.

TWO ROOMMATES needed 3/2 fully furnished
(bedroom furniture optional). Nice home w/ yard.
Cable wireless int. $425 all bills paid (830-249-

3023).

ANDROPOLIS HAIR SALON/COLOR SPA. New
client speciall Womens haircut/style $20. Mens

‘haircut/style $15. Color services 25% off. Eye-

brow/lip wax $10. Limited time offer w/NATALIE
DEBELLIS. 806-747-8811.

AVENUE U Storage. 5x10 $19. No fees, no de-
posits. Free trailer use. 222 North Avenue U. 763-
5630 www.aveuselfstorage.com.

CLEAN BY DESIGN!

Moving in or out BPS will clean so you don't have
to. Get your deposit back or call to get on a regular
cleaning schedule. We do the Cottages and other
great cleaning projects. Great cleaners to improve
your health and surroundings. We Clean Green!
www.MakeReadySpecials.com 866-550-2763.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

TRAVEL

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

NEED CASH

Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Round trip Cruise, 4 Nights
Beach front Hotel, Meals & #1 Parties! Text Mes-
sage: SPRINGBREAK to 313131 to redeem sale!
Limited Space, Book Now! 1-877-997-8747
www.XtremeTrips.com.
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- Cotton Bowl, BCS title game showcase
conference battle between SEC, Big 12

By ADAM COLEMAN
Sproars Epior

Maybe this year’s Cotton Bowl Clas-
sic was more than just a Top-10 team
against another that erased four-straight
losing seasons.

Any indication of that came from
the Ole Miss fans chanting, “S-E-C”
throughout the game or Ole Miss of-
fensive lineman Michael Oher having
his conference letters written on the turf
tape on his face.

Maybe the Bowl Championship
Series National Championship game
between No. 1 Oklahoma and No. 2
Florida is more than two high-scoring
offenses colliding.

QU comerback Dominique Franks
showed that aftersaying the best offensive
players are in the Big 12 Conference.

“The (Southeastern Conference),
we're the best conference,” Oher said.
“We’re tough, hard-nose every night.
We showed that playing against Texas
Tech. They weren’t physical at all. We
ran the ball down their throat. They were
crying the whole time. We just showed
them what SEC football is all about:
hard-nosed.”

The game between Ole Miss and
Tech not enly was a battle between this
year's Cotton Bowl participants, but it
also was between representatives from
two of college football’s most scrutinized
conferences.

The same could be said for the BCS
National Championship game between
No. 1 Oklahoma and No. 2 Florida at 8
p-m. in Miami Gardens, Fla.

This season, Tech is one of seven Big
12 teams to make a bowl — four from the
Big 12’s South Division and three from
the Big 12 North.

The SEC has eight teams in a bowl
with five from the SEC East and three
from the SEC West.

The two conferences seem to have the
attention of the college football world at

one point of the season every year.

Ole Miss and Tech’s game was no
different as this year’s Cotton Bowl was
the most attended in the bowl’s 73 years
in existence with 88,175 people in the
stands.

With three of the last national cham-
pions coming from either conference,
some debates surface which is the better
conference.

While Ole Miss fans and Oher may
believe the Cotton Bowl was a chance to
showcase the SEC once again, Tech play-
ers tried not to focus on a battle between
conferences.

Tech linebacker Brian Duncan said
focusing on a game between conferences
rather than a game between Ole Miss and
Tech was a distraction the Red Raiders
tried not to pay attention to.

“We tried to eliminate that out of
our minds,” he said. “Of course we were
representing the Big 12 in this game. [ still
believe out team is the better team, but
(Friday), they came out on top and they
were the better team.”

The Cotton Bowl was one of two
bowls to feature an SEC team against
a Big 12 team. The other is this year’s
national championship game.

The BCS title game showcases Heis-
man Trophy winner and Oklahoma
quarterback Sam Bradford against one of
the finalists that finished behind him in
Florida’s Tim Tebow. The other finalist
was Texas' Colt McCoy.

With Texas winning in 2005, Florida
in 2006 and LSU last season, the game’s
winner will mark the fourth-straight year
the national champion has come from
either conference. ‘

The conference debate recently
received extra attention with Franks’
comments on Monday concerning the
Sooner defense.

According to Bigl2Sports.com,
Franks said the Big 12 has “the three
best quarterbacks, the three best wide
receivers” and “the three best tight ends

“PHOTO BY RUBEN CASTILLO/The Daily Toreador
AN OLE’ MISS fan shows off his school pride at the Cotton Bowl Sat-

urday in Dallas.

in the country” When asked if that makes
Tebow the fourth-best quarterback in
the nation, Franks replied yes, according
to the story.

Florida linebacker Brandon Spikes
also commented on the differences be-
tween the two conferences, saying the
OU offense was “a step slower” and “it
will be different for them when they see
the speed of our defense.”

Outside the drama surrounding the
national championship, so far this bowl
season the Big 12 has a 4-2 record while
the SEC sits at 5-2.

So an Oklahoma win could go a long
way in furthering the argument.

Tech receiver Eric Morris said he does
not take any chant from a crowd personal
and he was quick to point out Ole Miss’
good execution in the 47-34 loss to the
Rebels. But he also said Ole Miss’ defense
was nothing like the defenses he faced
this season. :

“They executed their gameplan,
but they’re not faster than Oklahoma,
Oklahoma State or Texas — the top tier

defenses in the Big 12, he said. “I'm not.
taking anything away from them, but it
wasn’t personal for us”

Ole Miss quarterback Jevan Snead has
seemed to make a name for himself after
transferring from Texas to Ole Miss and
leading the Rebels to a 10-win season.

Snead did not see much action while
he was in the Big 12 as he went 26-0f-49
for 371 yards and swo touchdowns in 2006
as McCoy’s backup.

Although the most extensive action
he’sseen has been as an SEC quarterback,
the sophomore said both conferences
deserve the attention they receive,

“We have a lot of pride in our confer-
ence, and we do think it’s the best,” the
Stephenville native said. “Not trying
to say anything bad about (the Big 12)
because I played in it. [ know it is a very
tough conference as well. They're both
great conferences and can’t say anything
bad about Tech or the Big 12 Confer-
ence because it’s full of athletes just like

the SEC is.”
#daniel.ybarra@tiu.edu

New assistant track
coach has Tech ties

By ADAM WADSWORTH
Svarr Waimen

With goals of putting the Texas
Tech track team on the map, a
former Olympic Trials runner has
joined the Red Raiders as a new
assistant coach.

Tech coach Wes Kittley added
a new member to his staff this
Tuesday with the hiring of former
TCU All-American Roy Wil-
liams. :

Williams, formerly an associate
head coach at Texas-Arlingron,
was hired to coach sprints and
relays for Tech in the upcoming
2009 season.

Williams ran the 400-meter
relay at TCU in which he qualified
for two Olympic Trials. He also
was a four-time All-American and
a part of a national championship
4x4-meter relay team in 2000.

After college, Williams worked
for All'Saints Episcopal High
School in Fort Worth, where he
coached several state champion
teams and several future scholar-
ship athletes.

After moving to UTA, Wil-
liams was named the head coach
for sprints, relays, jumps, and
hurdles. During his three-year
tenure there, he coached Olympic
qualifier Jared Connaughton in the
200-meter dash and the 400-meter
relay.

Kittley said he knew Wil-
liams previously, as he originally
recruited Williams to run for him
when he was still coaching at
Abilene Christian.

“I'd just kind of known him for
a long time, I've known his fam-
ily,” said Kittley, who enters the
2009 season with the sixth-ranked
recruiting class. “I saw him at
meets carrying himself well. I felt

like he was very experienced.”

Williams’ involvement with re-
cruiting in the Dallas and Fort Worth
areas is something Kittley values, as
he said “it’s a real recruiting base” for
Tech. Although Williams only has
been at Tech for two days, Kittley
said he already could tell he will fit
in with the team.

Williams grew up in West Texas
and said he’s glad to be back in a
familiar area.

“I'm close to my mom and she
loves that,” he said. “It’s a little colder
than I'm used to, but I'm happy to be
back. Almost like being home.”

Williams also said he is happy to
be working for Kittley, a longtime
friend who mentored his dad on how
to coach him throughout his career.

While associate head coach is
technically a higher position than .
the one he has at Tech, Williams said
he left UTA because of his desire to
be a head coach one day.

“] think this will put me in a bet-
ter position to move up one day,” he
said. “It is all in the big picture.”

Both coaches have high expecta-
tions for the upcoming season that
features standouts such as eight-time
national champion Sally Kipyego,
Patience Knight, D'Andra Carter
and Rodney Mims, one of the senior
sprinters.

Williams said he believes he can
help tumn Tech into a national power.
His goal is to challenge for national
titles every year.

Kittley said Williams has a good
concept of what he wants to get done
and that the entire staff is excited
about the opportunities it has this
season.

The Red Raiders open their sea-
son with the Texas Tech Invitational
Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. in the Athletic
Training Complex.
z-adam.wadsworth@ttu.edu

- BACK-TO-SCHOOL

SAVINGS
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