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STATE

State officials scrap
Trans-Texas Corridor

AUSTIN (AP) — State of-

ficials said Tuesday they are scrap-

.ping the proposed network of tolls
roads known as the Trans-Texas
Corridor, a massive transporta-
tion project that critics called an
expensive boondoggle.

“The days of the Trans-Texas
Corridor are over, it’s finished up,”
said Gov. Rick Perry, who had
proposed the idea as a way to re-
lieve highway congestion in Texas.
Speaking on a conference call from
Iraq, Perry said, “The name ‘Trans-
Texas Corridor’ is over with.”

NATION

House speaker
re-elected

WASHINGTON (AP)—House
colleagues today chose Nancy
Pelosi to continue as speaker.
Her fellow Democrats, with an
expanded majority, elected her
over Republican John Boehner
(BAY’-nur) on the first day of
the 111th Congress.

Pelosi received 255 votes,
to Boehner’s 174. The an-
nouncement was met with a
standing ovation from fellow
lawmakers.

Pelosi, who represents one
of the nation’s most liberal
congressional districts, will lead
a Democratic majority that has
grown by more than 20 mem-
bers since the end of the last
Congress.

WORLD

Arabs push UN resolution
demanding Gazacease-fire

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Arab nations floated a proposed
U.N. Security Council resolution
Tuesday calling for an immediate
end to combat in the Gaza Strip and
deployment of an international force
to monitor a cease-fire and protect
Palestinian civilians..

The draft, seen by The Associ-
ated Press, made no mention of akey
demand of Israel and its main ally, the
United States, for border monitors to
destroy tunnels that Hamas has used
to smuggle rockets and other weap-
ons into Gaza since seizing control of
the territory in June 2007.

DEATH TOLL

2

USS. military deaths in
Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense
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SACS rescinds accreditation probation

_ By JON VANDERLAAN

NEWS EDITOR

The Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools Commission
on Colleges lifted the accreditation
probation Dec. 7 that it imposed on
Texas Tech.

Belle Wheelan, the president
of the association, said probation
is the most serious consequence a
university can receive before losing
membership, but Tech provided
enough documentation to satisfy
the commission.

A school only can be on proba-
tion for two years before it loses

membership, Wheelan said, and she
thinks Tech understood the serious-
ness of the punishment.

Because of that, she said, Tech
was able to get back to a normal ac-
creditation status without the “black
spot” of probation on the university’s
record.

The probation, which was levied
on the university in December 2007
for an inability to provide documen-
tation requested by SACS, did not
affect Tech’s accreditation, making
any degrees earned in that time
valid degrees from an accredited
university.

The association also could have

rescinded the university’s accredita-

tion or continued Tech on probation .

with the vote.

Tech President Guy Bailey said
he was appreciative of the Tech
faculty for understanding there was a
problem and working hard to remedy
the problem.

“It’s good to get that shadow from
over us,” he said.

Tech also will be implementing an
assessment process each year that will
replace the once-in-10 years assess-
ment previously established, Bailey
said, which he hopes will prevent
a similar situation from happening
again. >

Although the university never
lost its accreditation, he said students
now may put aside any worries about

. the quality and validity of their

education. 3

The probation came two years
after SACS last accredited the uni-
versity in 2005. The association
asked Tech to provide four reports in
fall 2007, of which only three were
provided, according to a previous
issue of The Daily Toreador.

The university was continued in
accreditation for good cause because
it demonstrated recent accomplish-
ments in addressing non-compliance
provided evidence which makes it

reasonable for the Commission to
assume it will remedy all deficiencies
within the twelve-month period, and
provided assurance to the Commis-
sion that it is not aware of any other
reasons why the institution cannot be
continued for good cause, according
to the association’s Web site.
Wayland Baptist University and
Lubbock Christian University also
received a scheduled confirmation of
their accreditation at the meeting.
The association has an accredita-
tion schedule in which they reaffirm
universities every 10 years. Tech is
scheduled to be reaffirmed in 2015.
»»jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu
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CAITLIN HAWORTH, A sophomore finance major from Katy, works out at the Robert H. Ewalt Student
Recreation Center Monday as a part of her new year resolution to work out everyday and achieve a 4.0

By IBRAHIM BARZAK and STEVE
WEIZMAN

Associareo Press

GAZA CITY, Gaza (AP)
— Israeli mortar shells struck
outside a U.N. school where
hundreds of Palestinians had
sought refuge Tuesday, killing at
least 30 people — many of them
children whose parents wailed in
grief at a hospital filled with dead
and wounded.

The Israeli army said its

“goldiers ‘came under fire from
militants hiding in the school
and responded. It accused
Gaza's Hamas rulers of “cyni-
cally” using civilians as human
shields. Residents confirmed
the account, saying militants
were seen staging attacks from
the area.

Despite international criti-
cism over civilian deaths and
a diplomatic push to broker a
cease-fire, Israeli said it would
push on with the offensive
against Hamas.

Israeli ground forces edged
closer to two major Gaza towns,
and a total of 70 Palestinians
were killed Tuesday — with
just two confirmed as militants,
health officials in Gaza said. A
top U.N. official called for an
investigation into the civilian
death toll.

Past [sraeli ground offensives
have been cut short when an er-
rant shell or missile hit a civilian
center, leading to international
outcries that forced Israel to
stand down.

The shelling Tuesday in
the northern town of Jebal-
iya marked the second time
in hours a U.N. school came
under attack; three people
were killed in an attack on

Thirty killed by Israeli

mortar shells near school

another U.N. school in Gaza

-City on Monday night.

Tuesday’s assault was the deadliest
since Israel sent ground forces into
Gaza last weekend as part of a larger
offensive against Hamas that has
killed more than 600 Palestinians,
according to local hospital officials.
Nearly half of the dead are civilians,
according to U.N. and Palestinian
officials.

“There’s nowhere safe in Gaza.
Everyone here is terrorized and trau-
matized,” John Ging, the top U.N.
official in Gaza, said after the Monday
night attack on the compound of a
U.N. school. The school has served
as a shelter for refugees fleeing the
11-day offensive.

A Palestinian rocket — one of
two dozen fired from Gaza on Tuesday
— wounded an Israeli infant.

Dr. Bassam Abu Warda, director
of Kamal Adwan Hospital, said 36
people were killed in the Israeli strike
on the U.N. school in Jebaliya. The
United Nations confirmed 30 were
killed and 55 injured by tank shells.

In a statement, the Israeli army
said an initial investigation found
that “mortar shells were fired from
within the school at IDF soldiers. The
force responded with mortars at the
source of fire. The Hamas cynically
uses civilians as human shields.”

The army said two Hamas mili-
tants — Imad Abu Askar and Hasan
Abu Askar — were among the
dead.

Two neighborhood residents con-
firmed the Israeli account, saying a
group of militants fired mortars from
a street near the school, then fled into
acrowd of people in the streets. Israel
then opened fire.

The residents, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because they
feared for their safety, said the Abu
Askar brotherswere known low-level
Hamas militants.

Lubbock County alcohol sales come to vote in May

By MIKE GRAHAM
Starr Writer

A majority is all that is needed to expand the
alcohol sales laws of Lubbock County.

The Lubbock County Commissioner’s
Court placed two expansion of alcohol sales
laws petitions on the May ballot because they
gathered enough signatures Dec. 22 to call for
an election to change Lubbock County’s alcohol

sales laws.

Bill McCay, Precinct 1 County Commission-
er, said the County Commissioner’s Office is the
administrative office of the county courthouse
and develops budgets for county departments.

Enough signatures were collected to place

DVERTISING: (806) 742-3384

the alcohol sales petitions on the May ballot
to make an election regarding the county’s
alcohol sales laws, McCay said.

“Under the state constitution, when there
are enough valid signatures, the County
Commissioner’s office shall call an election,”
he said. “Elections are expensive. They can
cost up to $300,000 or $400,000. This is why
petitions have criteria and numbers they
must meet to be on the ballot. There were
an adequate number of signatures on the

alcohol petitions.”

McCay said it only will take a majority
one way or the other to determine whether
Lubbock County’s alcohol sales laws will

+ change. Other issues that could be on the

or church.

The petitions were written by a political
action committee called Let Lubbock Vote,
whose goal was to put issues relating to ex-
pansion of alcohol sales in Lubbock on the
May ballot. More than 18,745 registered

FAX: (806) 742-2434

May ballot include city council and school
board elections as well as elections to change
the state'constitution.

A majority vote in favor of the petitions’
proposals would allow mixed drinks to be
served in private clubs and for packaged beer
and wine to be sold in stores county-wide
unless the private club or store violates state
liquor law. The law mandates alcohol cannot
be sold within 300 feet of a school, hospital

voters of Lubbock County needed to sign each
respective petition for the petitions to be placed
on the ballot, according to a Let Lubbock Vote
news release. The petitions both received over
33,000 signatures over the course of nine days
of a scheduled 60-day petition. The Lubbock
County Office of Elections verified more than
25,000 official signatures from voters registered
in Lubbock County.

Immediately following the County Commis-

sioner’s office placing the petitions on the ballot,

Let Lubbock Vote ceased operation citing in the
news release that it had accomplished its goal.
“Let Lubbock Vote functions have ended

ALCOHOL continued on page 5 22>



mailto:jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu
mailto:dailytoreador@ttu.edu

JAN. 7, 2009

NEWS

WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM

onstruction closes sections of Tech’s campus

By MATT COBB

Svarr Writer

Construction projects around Texas
Tech’s campus are making several areas of
the university inaccessible to the public
during the spring semester.

The university shut down the east half
of Memorial Circle during the holiday
break so construction crews could reno-
vate a utility tunnel that carries steam and
chilled water throughout parts of campus,
said Mike Ellicott, Tech vice chancellor for
facilities planning and construction. The
closed area of the circle has been fenced
off and stretches from Holden Hall to the
Administration building.

The west half of the circle will remain
open to cars and pedestrians, he said, and
the roads that run through the Engineer-
ing Key and the parking lot in the Science
Quadrangle also will remain accessible to
cars during the semester.

“Also, the bus stop at Holden Hall
has been relocated to the east side of the
building,” Ellicott said.

University buses already have been
rerouted to avoid the construction, he
said. The east side of Memorial Circle is

scheduled to reopen Aug. 15.

A portion of the parking lot on the
east side of Jones AT&T Stadium also
has been closed to make room for work
on the stadium expansion project, Ellicott
said. About two-thirds of the lot will be

* inaccessible to the public, but should not

cause many parking issues.

“Typically the lot has not been more
than one-third full during the week,”
he said.

The portion of the parking lot will
remain closed until the 2009 football
season, Ellicott said. About half the lot
will reopen this fall.

In addition to the construction on
Tech’s campus, several areas of the Marsha
Sharp Freeway will change over the next
several months.

Bryan Wilson, Lubbock area engineer
for the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion, said the improvement of the bridge
at the intersection of University Avenue
and Fourth Street and the new pedestrian
walkway are among the changes the free-
way will be undergoing outside campus.

“The construction that runs through
(Tech’s) campus is Phase 2 of the freeway
expansion project,” he said. “It should

be completely finished sometime this
summer.” w

The pedestrian bridge that connects
the football stadium parking lot to the
north side of the freeway is temporarily
closed, Wilson said, because construction
crews are installing a new safety fence
that will serve as a protective guard for
pedestrians who use the bridge. The
bridge-is scheduled to reopen in the next
two weeks. - A

Although a portion of the football sta-
dium parking lot and the pedestrian bridge
have been closed, University Parking
Services is not anticipating any additional
parking problems, said Heather Medley,
marketing and training coordinator for
the department. The campus buses already
have been rerouted, and visitors will be
directed to appropriate parking lots.

“It really shouldn’t cause any parking
issues,” she said. “All the foot traffic should
just be aware of safe ways to get around
campus.”

The Ninth Street bridge that connects
the Tech Health Sciences Center to the
Tech campus is scheduled to open later
this month, Wilson said.
#2-matthew.cobb@ttu.edu
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ALONG WITH MEMORIAL Circle on Texas Tech’s campus, the parking lot on the east side of Jones AT&T
Stadium is closed because of construction. The parking lot, which will lose two-thirds of its size,.is closed
because of needed space for the stadium’s expansion project until the 2009 football season.

Tech adopts new rebate system

By SARAH TUOHY

Srarr Writer

Texas Tech converted the tuition re-
fund process this semester to a new system
using the Easy Refund Card by Higher
One Inc. to allow for faster, more efficient
processing of student funds.

Becky Hyde, managing director of
Student Business Services, said the refund
cards also give international students or
students with poor credit the ability to
have a checking account.

The goal of the new refund system is
to provide the best services to students,
Hyde said.

The card can be used for free as long as
students choose the credit card option on
credit card payment machines according
to the Higher One Web site.

Students have the option to use the
debit card or to have the funds sent by
direct deposit into an existing account.

Students also can order checks for the

account through the Web site.

Students may get cash back from the
refund card. ATMs for the cards are lo-
cated on the Tech campus in West Hallon
the first and third floors and an additional
ATM soon will be installed in the athletic
ticket office.

However, Hyde said, the refund card is
not a credit card because students cannot
borrow money on the account.

Regardless of which option a student
prefers, she said, it still is necessary to
confirm the choice online. For students
who choose to activate the debit card,
funds will be delivered in a matter of hours,
but direct deposit into a different account
could take a couple of days.

Ifastudent changes his or her mind on
which way he or she would like to have
money refunded, the selection can be
changed online, Hyde said, and students
can use the account as long as they want,
even after they graduate.

The student’s Social Security number

is required to activate the debit card and
direct deposit will require the desired
bank’s name and routing number as well
as the student’s account number. Setting
up direct deposit also will require the stu-
dent to print a form that must be mailed
to the company.

Hyde said Higher One is a secure site
and has met many banking requirements,
including PCI compliance.

In order for Tech to provide these
services without the use of Higher One,
she said, it would be costly.

New students do not have to worry
about contacting Student Business Ser-
vices to get a refund card, Hyde said. The
university sends the student’s information
to Higher One and a card is sent to the
student in about a week.

Once students have activated their
cards, they are able .to access account
information through the Higher One
Website.

wéarah.tuohy@ttu.edu
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Tech hockey team defaults on payment

By JON VANDERLAAN

News Epror

Despite agreeing on a deal with
the Lubbock City Council in Octo-
ber, the Texas Tech hockey team was
unable to pay the first installment of
its rent to the city Dec. 1.

Sean McDougle, president of the
Tech hockey team, said three large
corporations, whom he declined to
name, committed to donate a‘large
sum of money to the team but did not
fulfill those commitments.

One of the corporations that
committed to donate a six-figure
sum, he said, has not backed out of
donating the money but is taking
longer to donate the money than
expected.

“It’s on the way,” McDougle said.
“It’s a large amount but it’s taking
longer because of the holidays.”

The city has been “uncoopera-
tive” with the tedim on extending the
deadline, he said, although the city
pushed back payment dates in Octo-
ber and November making the first

payment in December.

“It is unbelievable how backwards
and old-school the city is politically,”
McDougle said.

Because the team will not be play-
ing in the City Bank Coliseum for
the rest of the season, they negotiated
a contract with the Odessa Central
Hockey League team, the Odessa
Jackalopes.

McDougle said the Jackelopes of-
fered the Tech hockey team a greatly
discounted rate, $100 per hour in
a facility that normally would cost
around $1,000 per hour, to play in
their facility for the remainder of their
home games, including the Red Raider
Shootout and the Big 12 Conference
Tournament.

Brien Rea, director of communica-
tions and broadcasting with the Odessa
team, said they are happy they have an
opportunity to promote hockey and
support Tech. fualli

Odessa is home to'many Tech fans

and altimni, Rea said; and that wilthelp

the Tech team feel at home as well as
give the residents of Odessa a chance to

see a Tech sport close to home.

Lubbock City Councilman Todd
Klein said the two sides agreed on a
rate, and the city even pro-rated the
payments for the team, but he still feel
sympathy for Tech hockey.

“My personal feeling is mostly disap-
pointment for them,” he said.

Noill will or hard feelings are present
in the city council, Klein said, and “any-
thing is in the cards” for possible future
negotiations between the two sides.

The city also has been receptive to
the team, Klein said, and cooperative
with them in negotiations.

“Anything that might have oc-
curred previously, | am very sympa-
thetic to,” he said.

Lubbock City Council refused to ac-
cept a contract with Tech hockey Sept.
25, citing the need for more money
from the club and a lack of flexibility
in scheduling other events for the coli-
séurhh. A'contract finally was negotiated
Oct. 14; requiring the hockey team to

pay$20;000 more thar required in the

previous contract.
=»jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

US auto sales plunge whopping 36 percent in Dec.

DETROIT (AP) — Huge
rebates and zero-percent loans
couldn’t overcome economic un-
certainty as U.S. auto sales plunged
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both industry officials and analysts,
mean that record high rebates and
low-interest financing deals will
stick around until at least February.
But those deals will likely disappear
as the remaining 2008 models are
sold and inventories are lowered to
match demand.

~ One automaker, Hyundai Motor
America, is trying to woo skittish
buyers by promising to let them
return cars for up to a year if they
lose their jobs and can’t make the
payments.

Similar bold moves might be
necessary throughout the year.

Every major manufacturer re-
ported drops of more than 30 percent
in December. Leading the largest
year-over-year drop since the Arab
oil embargo days of 1973-74 was
struggling Chrysler LLC, which sold
53 percent fewer vehicles than last
December and 30 percent fewer in
2008 than in 2007.

General Motors Corp. sold 2.9
million vehicles last year, the lowest
number in 49 years.

U.S. auto sales tumbled to 13.2
million in 2008, down 18 percent
from 16.1 million in 2007. Consult-
ing firm [HS Global Insight predicts
that U.S. sales will drop to 10.3
million this year as the economy
continues to sputter. :

Automakers were reluctant to
predict when a recovery might occur,
but most were pessimistic about the
first quarter. After that, some were
hopeful that President-elect Barack
Obamas stimulus package would kick
in, coupled with a loosening of credit
that could bring people back to the
showrooms.

Even Toyota Motor Corp. and
Honda Motor Co., which earlier in
the year had seen increases, saw de-
clines in December that were larger
than their U.S.-based competitors’.
Toyota was down 37 percent and
Honda 35 percent, compared with
Ford Motor (Co.’s 32 percent drop and
GM'’s 31 percent slide. Nissan Motor
Co. sales also dropped 31 percent.

Ford’s sales for 2008 fell 21 per-
cent from a year earlier, keeping the
Dearborn automaker in third place in
the U.S. auto sales race behind GM
and Toyota for the second straight
year.
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Lubbock police lacking full staff, Tech police operating at capacity

By SARAH REIMAN
Srarr Wairer

Despite a shortage of police in Lub-
bock, the Texas Tech Police Department
officers said they believe the campus has
a “good-sized” staff of officers.

According to the Jeanne Cleary Act
crime statistics for Tech, violent crimes
and cases of burglary on campus from 2005
to 2007 remained at a steady rate.

Chief Ron Seacrist of the Tech Police
Department said the ideal ratio is one of-
ficer to every 1,000 students.

Seacrist said Tech employs 54 police of-
ficers, a ratio of one to every 527 students.

The department has increased officer
visibility during the day to create a de-
crease in crimes on campus, he said.

“The academic arena is different,”

Seacrist said.

Different factors must be considered

when staffing a rural campus as opposed

to an urban one, he said.

Sergeant Allan Baron of the Texas
A&M University Police Department said
62 officers are employed at the College
Station campus.

“Uniform presence plays a big role in
deterring crime,” Baron said.

Captain Don Verett of the University
of Texas at Austin Police Department said
the campus police department has posted
more active and preventative patrols to
attempt to deter crime.

The campus expands every year, he
said, but the number of officers serving on
campus has not increased.

There is no data to prove there is a
correlation to crime rates and the number
of officers employed on campus, but Verett
said he thought common sense supported
the concept.

Because there is no accepted formula,
he said, it is difficult to evaluate if the force
is operating at its best size.

Joe Valdez, crime analyst for the Lub-
bock Police Department, said the city

s

employs 350 officers, but the optimal
amount of police officers serving the city
would be 450.

Crime rates for violent crimes in the
city’sjurisdiction have decreased in the last
few years in almost all categories, he said.
Incidents of rape and murder specifically
have decreased.

Valdez said all officers have been
trained to cover other positions and
trained in rotating shifts if the need for an
officer to cover for another arises.

Fewer individuals are interested in
becoming police officers than in previous
years, he said. Enrollment in new of-
ficer training classes is about 15 students,
whereas in previous classes, enrollment
was approximately 30 students: -« -

In addition to the lack of interest in
police work, Valdez said, one common
obstacle is qualifying criteria. Potential
candidates can be denied because of failed
background and credit checks.
»#sarah.reiman@ttu.edu
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BY PLACING MORE of its 54 employed officers in plain sight across campus, the Texas Tech Police Depart-
ment said it hopes to keep the occurence of daytime crimes low, even though the ratio of police to students is

one to every 527.

Tech officials: Technology good for students

By SARAH TUOHY

Srarr Writer

With advancing technology be-
coming more important in the lives
of students, several Tech officials said
students should know how to use tech-
nology to their advantage, especially
in the professional realm.

Rob Stewart, interim senior vice
provost at Texas Tech, said new
technology is a “prime avenue to
interact.”

Broader communication chan-
nels are a benefit to students, Stewart
said. ;

James Baumgartner, internal vice
president of the Student Govern-
ment Association, said he could not
imagine doing his job without the use
of technology.

Without the Internet, he said, it
would take longer to get his job done
because it is much easier and much
faster to send a bulk e-mail than make
multiple phone calls. The SGA Web
site also allows the organization to
keep information readily available.

He said the use of technology also
is a vital part. of his education. Not
onlyare class notes and lectures posted

on Tech Web sites, he said, but grades
are updated there as well.

Internet databases also provide
abundant opportunities for network-
ing and jobs, he said, such as the Raid-
erJobs Web site. Students can upload
a resume to the RaiderJobs Web site
and send it to multiple employers with
the click of a button.

However, students must learn

‘to balance new technology with

traditional forms of communication,
Baumgartner said. Many students who
use communication methods such as
e-mail or text messaging often form
habits inappropriate in an educational:
or business setting.

 “Lines are getting blurred,” he
said.

Stewart said face-to-face contact
always reaps a greater benefit. It is
easy for students to use Internet com-
munication as a crutch, hindering
them from excelling at face-to-face
conversation. Etiquette and profes-
sionalism are key when interacting
with employers.

Students also should be careful of
what they post on Facebook, he said.

Jay Killough, associate director of
University Career Services, said when

writing to a professional, students
should avoid mistakes such as using
shorthand, incorrect capitalization
and incorrect spelling.

Students sometimes go into
“lazy mode,” Killough said.

Killough stressed students
should invest the appropriate time
when contacting professionals by
considering who they are talking
to and be sure to check spelling and
grammar. Also, students should be
sure to include details relating to
the subject matter when e-mailing
professors or professionals.

Regarding Facebook, Killough
said, students should use good
judgement about what they post,
and although some employers claim
to have ethical problems with using
Facebook in the hiring process,
some employers still use it in the
process.

Today’s students are dependent
on technology, Killough said, and
it does have advantages.

As long as students are aware
of who they are talking to and act
professional, Killough said, technol-
ogy can only help them.
»»-sarah.tuohy@ttu.edu

Burris turned away as he tries to claim Obama seat

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ro-
land Burris tried to take President-
elect Barack Obama’s Illinois Senate
seat Tuesday but failed in a scripted
piece of political theater staged just
before the opening of the 111th
Congress.

“Mr. Burris is not in possession
of the necessary credentials from
the state of Illinois,” declared Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid of
Nevada.

Burris, 71, earlier confirmed that
Secretary of the Senate Nancy
Erickson had informed him in a
private meeting that his credentials
lacked a required signature and his
state’s seal.

He said he had been advised
that “I would not be accepted, and
I will not be seated, and I will not
be permitted on the floor.” He spoke
to a crowd of reporters who had fol-
lowed him across the street for a news
conference in a cold and steady rain
outside the Capitol.

The former Illinois attorney gen-
eral said he was “not seeking to have
any type of confrontation” over tak-
ing the seat that he was appointed to
by embattled Gov. Rod Blagojevich.

But Burris also said he was consider-

ing a federal lawsuit to force Senate
Democrats to seat him.

It was a distraction for majority
Democrats eager to project an image
of progress with Obama on an eco-
nomic stimulus package estimated to
cost as much as $800 billion.

Democrats and Obama have said
that the corruption charges against
Blagojevich would strip credibility from
anyone he appointed to the seat.

Blagojevich denies federal accu-
sations that he tried to sell Obama’s
seat.

In a written statement following
Tuesday’s action, the governor said
allegations against him shouldn’t be
held against Burris, whom he called
a “good and decent man.”

“The people of Illinois are en-
titled to be represented by two sena-
tors in the United States Senate,”
Blagojevich said.

That Erickson turned away Burris
was no surprise; Senate Democrats
had warned that if Burris showed up
to be sworn in on Tuesday without
the signature of the [llinois secretary
of state, he would be turned away.
That’s just what happened.

A mob of reporters awaited him
outside the Senate’s North Door,

where Sergeant at Arms Terrance
Gainer and a throng of officers es-
corted him through security and up to
Erickson’s office on the third floor.

There, more reporters waited.
Burris went through another metal
detector and into Erickson’s office,
nestled between the elevators and
the press gallery.

Twenty-one minutes later, he left.
A spokesman for Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid confirmed that
Burris had been rejected.

Burris left the building, escorted
by Gainer and his officers.

An attorney for Burris, Timothy
W. Wright I1], said that “our creden-
tials were rejected by the secretary

-of the Senate. We were not allowed

to be placed in the record book. We
were not allowed to proceed to the
floor for purposes of taking oath. All
of which we think was improperly
done and is against the law of this
land. We will consider our options
and we will certainly let you know
what our decisions will be soon
thereafter.”

Asked what his options were,
Wright said there could be a court
challenge and Burris also- would con-
tinue to talk to Senate leaders.
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ast year, my birthday fell on

Thanksgiving. I spent the

day in Fort Collins, Colo.,
visiting a good friend at his parents’
house.

My friend and I spent the moming
climbing to the top of nearby Horse-
tooth Rock. While standing on the
windy summit, we took in the view of
Fort Collins and Horsetooth Reservoir
below, where great swathes of pine trees
traced the hills. We sipped water and
watched in silence for a few minutes.

“What I like to do,” my friend said,
“is to pick out a tree, any tree far in the
distance, and then [ think about how
Il never experience what it’s like tosee
the world from that tree. It reminds you
how narrow our paths are.”

Indeed, indeed. It also reminded
me of something a bearded river guide
and friend once told me: “Perception
is reality.”

Since we each perceive so little of
life — “We all have a limited view of
what it can be,” Jon Brion once sang
— it is a bit silly to make ultimatums
and claims about the world. I mean,
who can really say what life is like for
anyone else?

The great short-story writer Anton
Chekhov once wrote in a letter, “It is
time for writers to admit that nothing
in this world makes sense. Only fools
and charlatans think they know and
understand everything. The stupider
they are, the wider they conceive their
horizons to be. And if an artist decides
to declare that he understands noth-
ing of what he sees — this in itself
constitutes a considerable clarity in
the realm of thought, and a great step
forward.” ‘

It takes a certain amount of ego, I
guess, to write something down and
submit it to be published, no matter
how large or small the audience. But
I'm here to tell you that 've taken
Chekhov’s ‘great step forward.” I've
come to the conclusion that [ don't
know what 'm talking about. (Imemet
commentators, feel free to laugh.)

Let me explain. We all seek con-
nection. We want people to “get” us.
The ultimate frustration in life, after
all, is to be misunderstood.

I often find it silly (and discon-
certing too, of course) when I write a
columnn that angers people. You folks
have got full lives out there, with lots
of important things to do and people
you love. Life is tragically short and
the clock is ticking. What cosmic force
could possibly cause you to take the
time to type out a rejoinder to one of
my opinions?

Because, after all, | amjust another
human being. Then again, when I write
columns, I usually know exactly how
certain people will react. Generally,
besides the occasional e-mail, people
who agree with me will do nothing.
People who loathe my opinion, how-
ever, will go out of their way tell me
I'm an idiot.

I think there’s something in that.
A columnist shares with his audience
his views on the world, perhaps aided
by statistics or quotes. When you agree
with the columnist, your demeanor re-
mains flat, but when you disagree with
the columnist, you more than disagree
— youare indignant and frustrated that
some idiot is possibly influencing the
opinions of others. You want to scream,
“Don’t believe this guy!”

I totally get that. So when [ read
a furious comment or e-mail, I try to
understand where the person is coming
from. First of all, the person sending
the e-mail doesn’t know me. Besides
* the fact that anonymity allows one to
write a really mean letter free of guilt,

WHAT

write

my column is all they know of me.

What a dreadful thing to imagine!
Me, the skeptic, finding himself lost
and confused every day, reduced o a
single viewpoint. The nature of writing
opinion pieces ensures that I will be
holding positions that not everyone
can, or will, agree on. I don’t propose
to be always correct, and more impor-
tantly, I try not to hold any sanctity
toward my opinions.

No human — besides maybe Anne
Coulter — is as two-dimensional as
his or her political opinions. Like you,
I have other things to distract me —
school, work, relationships, family. In
other words, real life.

It’s easy to get overheated when
we're talking about “issues” and forget
that we are all just animals drifting
around, picking up influences arbitrari-
ly from our environment. For instance,
I'm writing this in English not because I
think it’s the best language, but because
it is the language I was born into.

Sowhen it comes time to formulate
an opinion, all I can do is rely on my
limited experience and the resources
available to me and try to write out
my thought process. This doesn’t mean
that I won’t change my mind later
or even that I will come to any solid
conclusion at all.

There’s a boy down the street that
I wrote about in a past column. Carlos
(not his real name) drops by nearly ev-
ery day, wanting to play Scrabble —he
pronounces it “Scramble.” Generally
he just hangs out and tells me nonsensi-
cal stories about school or movies he’s
seen while I'm busy working, saying,
“Uh-huh.”

Late last year he showed up in tears.
He was moving and showed my room-
mate and me his papers for transferring
schools. I didn’t know what todo.  told
him it would be all right.

He came back later that day. “So
you're moving today?” I said.

“Yeah,” he said. I left the door open
and went back to typing on my laptop.
He followed me inside and started dig-
ging through a stack of records on our
bookshelf.

“Is this the Beatles?” he asked, and
I looked up. He was holding a roughed-
up copy of Abbey Road. It had been my
father’s when he was a kid.

“Yeah, that’s the Beatles,” I told
him. We listened to it. | considered
that the moment meant much more to
me than it did to him. After awhile, he
said he had to go, and left.

Carlos is 8 years old. When he
becomes an adult, will he remember
listening to the Beatles in my living
room? Will he remember the red leaves
on the oak tree in our yard? Will he
remember me at all? _

[ write columns not to anger people,
or even to convince them I'm right.
Mostly, to be honest, I write them for
me. By putting my thoughts down in a
logical progression, I can better under-
stand what I'm thinking about.

Will the world remember what 1.
had to say? Probably not, but that's
okay. It’s pure luck that I, on my own
narrow path, get to speak at all. Thanks
for listening. :

Braden is a senior natural
history and humanities major
from Katy. E-mail him at
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US out of touch with founding principles

By ROBERT GAYLORD
Tue Gracie (U, Souty Froripa)

merica has been a great

natiornsince its start

and it developed rela-
tively quickly. Other nations have
been around for centuries yet had
little influence on globalization
and the world, leading one to ask
how America achieved its success.
The answer to that question is
America became a world leader so
rapidly because of the moral fabric
it was based upon.

America was built with the
middle class as its backbone. As
a society, citizens have worked
together toward insurmountable-
seeming achievements. They have
done so through respect, doing
what is right and working for the
greater good.

Many other countries have
not achieved what America has
because they have too much clas-
sism and greed. When the majority
of society is working efficiently
and cooperatively, the greatest
results are seen. This can be seen
in cultures such as that of ancient
Rome.

America’s moral fabric could
also be said to be the foundation
of the country because it was the
shared morality of its founders
that inspired them to declare in-
dependence.

It seems, however, that this
moral foundation has been crum-
bling over the past few decades.
The respect that was once given is

not there anymore. Many people feel
they must get respect to give respect,
but this thought is, essentially; the
basis of the problem and needs to
be changed.

In this time of economic crises
it seems particularly important to
reiterate that respect must be given
before it is expected in return. This
is a time unlike any most have seen
before. This generation can’t relate to
the Great Depression or World Wars
and doesn’t seem to understand what
hard times really are.

Society overcame those crises
because people banded together and
helped each other. The standards of de-
cency were higher because of astronger
sense of ethical responsibility.

As asociety, people have forgotten
what the true source of our problems is.
Itis easy to look at individual situations
and feel helpless, but we are only truly
helpless if we give up.

Members of the younger generation
don’t give their elders the respect they
deserve. They neglect to remember
that they owe many of the opportuni-
ties they have today to the efforts of
their parents, grandparents and ances-
tors before them. a

These days, everyone is feeling the
recession and lack of health care and
other public services — and it shows.
People are upset about the situations
they are in and take it out on everyone
else. One person disrespects another,
who shows dissatisfaction by disrespect-
ing others in a vicious cycle.

People live in a “take what you
feel you deserve” world instead of an
“ask and receive” one. People need

to remember that much of the
country is struggling under the same
pressures.

The irony is, when people feel
wronged and deal with it as they
have been doing, the injustice
expands because the source has
not been identified or corrected.
If people are more supportive of
each other and deal with problems
as a group, they accomplish much
more.

It is unfortunate that America's
moral fabric is deteriorating, but
that situation can be reversed in
an ethically sound way. It is perti-
nent that this country strengthen
the foundations upon which it was
founded. That is the only way we
will overcome the current economic
struggle and persevere as a nation.
Let’s bring America back into the
great ranks that it once held and can
hold again.
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American government’s usage of ‘God’ not a sin

By RENO ONG
Dany Brum QICLA)

lawsuit filed on Dec.
30 demands that the

phrase “so help me !

God” not be added to the end of
the president’s oath of office.

Michael Newdow, who filed
similar suits over the 2001 and
2005 inauguration ceremonies,
is joined by groups advocating
atheism and religious freedom.
The new lawsuit argues that
“there can be no purpose for
placing ‘so help me God’ in an
oath or sponsoring prayers to
God, other than promoting the
particular point of view that
God exists.”

Newdow claims that religious
references send a message to
nonbelievers that “we who be-
lieve in God are the righteous,
the real Americans.”

He goes on to say that it is
unconstitutional to imply that
atheists and others who hold a
different religious point of view
are not as good.

This argument strikes me as
overblown. It interprets a for-
mality in speech as an attack on
personal rights. While Newdow
believes that there can be no
other purpose to the utterance
of “God” but the affirmation of
God’s existence, I am inclined
to believe that there is a sym-
bolic significance in such an
invocation.

Reconciling references to
God with the Constitution has
never been an easy task.

While the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment
prohibits institutional prefer-
ence for a single religious idea,

vestiges of America’s religious past,
such as those found in currency
— “In God We Trust” — and in
national symbols like the Pledge of
Allegiance — “one Nation tinder
God”~-have persisted, often caus-
ing controversy in their assertion
of a divine figure.

In these cases, the same, un-
dying question

Well, not exactly.

In the modern setting, the use
of the word “God” seems to lend
itself more to formality ‘than to
religion. In this sense, “God” just
becomes another term devoid ‘of
significant religious association.

In 1962, then-dean of the
Yale Law School Eugene Rostow

coined the term

raises itself over
and over again:
Is there room for
God in the Con-
stitution!?

Absolutely.

Since reli-
gious references
are only uncon-
stitutional if they
favor a particular
religious point of
view or if they
prohibit other
groups from ex-
ercising their re-
ligious opinions,
mentions of God
may then be con-
sidered within
constitutional
bounds if they do
not assert a par-
ticular religious
outlook.

This situation

he removal of
God from
official references
will not make the
nation any more
or any less a
religious state. It
will not change
the way
government is
run, nor will it
affect how policy
is determined.

“ceremonial de-
ism” to refer to
nominally reli-
gious statements
that have lost
their religious
significance and
have merely be-
come ritual.

In the fol-
lowing vear, the
Supreme Court
adopted this term
to provide cer-
tain exceptions
to the Establish-
ment Clause.

The case of
Lynch v. Don-
nelly, wherein
Christmas dis-
plays, particularly
nativity scenes,
were challenged
as a violation of

the Establish-

seems paradoxi-

cal. Sure, the reference to a general
god figure offers a semantic com-
promise among theistic religions,
as it simplifies the notion of divin-
ity to a universal god, but what
about those who do not believe in
the divine?

Certainly, the outright mention
of “God” in any national context
would. represent an affront to
nonbelievers.

ment Clause,
provides a classic example.

The court ruled that “the city
has a secular purpose for includ-
ing the creche in its Christmas
display and has not impermissibly
advanced religion or created an
excessive entanglement between
religion and government.”

Moreover, the court cited that
the purpose of the displays was to
represent the origin of a national

tradition, and though it is derived
from a religious source, it never-
theless carries a secular objective
at présent.

" In'the same vein, references
t0''God in the national context
currently carry secular aims rather
than religious aims.

Though the infusion and prece-
dence of religion by the Founding
Fathers into the groundwork of
U.S. government was in rever-
ence to a singular, Christian god,
the meaning of divinity in official
references has gained a new defi-
nition.

No longer does the God in
popular reference necessarily sug-
gest a single concept of God, nor
does it pointedly affirm the exis-
tence of God.

More than anything, much
like Lady Liberty and Uncle Sam,
God becomes a symbol, not nec-
essarily religious, that aims to
unify America under a collective
national identity.

God ceases to become a divine
figure and becomes a patriotic
concept, similar to how “God bless
America” aims at nationalism more
than religious chauvinism. God is
not “your God” or “my God” but
an American God that represents
one nation.

The removal of God from.of-
ficial references will not make the
nation any more or any less a reli-
gious state. It will not change the
way government is run, nor will it
affect how policy is determined.

In fact, since its origins are de-
rived from the rich history of the
nation, ceremonial deism should
be embraced as a part of the Ameri-
can identity and not sought to be
eliminated like a shameful vestige
of the past.
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JECH POLICE BLOTIER:

Tech logo cut from soccer net, fire extinguished at Qutdoor Pursuit Center

Dec. 9 :

An officer investigated theft at 2:06
p.m. at the Student Development
building in which U.S. currency was
reported stolen.

An officer investigated burglary of
a habitation at 2:57 p.m. at Stangel
Residence Hall in which an iPod was
reported stolen.

An officer investigated burglary
of a vehicle at 9:45 p.m. in the Z-1B
parking lot in which the driver-side
window was shattered and property
was reported stolen.

An officer documented damaged
property at 3:10 a.m. at Chitwood
Residence Hall in which a pane of
glass was broken by an unknown
object.

Dec. 10

An officer investigated theft at
10:40 a.m. in the Music building
in which a trumpet was reported
stolen.

An officer investigated theft at
2:41 p.m. at the Texas Tech library in
which a MacBook laptop was reported
stolen.

A non-student was detained at
6:13 p.m. in the Tech Plaza parking
lot for soliciting people for money in
the parking lot. The non-student was
issued a criminal trespass warning.

. Dec. 11
. Anofficer issued a criminal trespass

warning to a non-student at 11:50
a.m. who was living in the Carpenter/
Wells Complex with his girlfriend.

A non-student was detained at 2:59
p.m. at Weymouth Residence Hall
and was issued a criminal trespass
warning. The non-student was living
with a friend in the hall.

A student was arrested at 5:30 p.m.
in the 1800 block of Boston Avenue
for public intoxication and was trans-
ported to the Lubbock County Jail.

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 7 p.m. in Weymouth
Residence Hall in which a door was
damaged.

Dec. 12

An officer investigated theft at 1:27
p.m. at the Merket Alumni Center in
which an Envoy bicycle was reported
stolen. :

Anofficer investigated an accident
at 1:35 p.m. at the intersection of
Main Street and Flint Avenue.

Anofficer investigated theft at 3:45
p-m. in the Health Sciences Center
in which a set of keys was reported
stolen.

An officer investigated burglary of
avehicle at 5:41 p.m. in the C-2 park-
ing lot in which two iPods and a jacket
were reported stolen. The driver-side
window was shattered.

An officer investigated burglary of
vehicle at 5:41 p.m. in the C-2 park-
ing lot in which a DVD and speakers

were reported stolen.

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 5:42 p.m. in the C-2 park-
ing lot in which the driver-side door
lock was damaged.

An officer investigated unauthor-
ized use of a motor vehicle at 5:42
p-m. in the C-2 parking lot in which
a vehicle-was reported stolen.

An officer investigated butglary
of a habitation at 7 p.m. in Coleman
Resdence Hall in which a door was
kicked open and a television was
reported stolen. '

Anofficer investigated a fire at 7:21
p.m. at the Outdoor Pursuits Center.
The Lubbock Fire Department re-
sponded and extinguished the fire.

Dec. 14 :

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 10 a.m. in Chitwood
Residence Hall in which a window
was broken.

Dec. 18

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 4:35 a.m. in Weymouth
Residence Hall in which a metal door
in the basement was damaged.

An officer investigated criminal
mischief to the Texas Tech soccer
field at 12:42 p.m. in which netting
from a goal was cut and a Tech logo
was removed from the net.

An officer investigated theft at
3:27 p.m. in the Tech Health Sci-

ences Center in which a Canon digital
camera was reported stolen.

A non-student was arrested at 6:26
p-m. in Murray Residence Hall for
an outstanding warrant from Potter
County and was issued a criminal
trespass warning from Tech property.
The non-student was transported to
the Lubbock County Jail.

A non-student was arrested at 9:50
p-m. on the third floor of the Flint
Avenue parking garage for unlawfully
carrying a weapon. The non-student
was issued a criminal trespass warning
and was transported to the Lubbock
County Jail.

Dec. 19 :

Two non-students were arrested
at 4:09 p.m. in the Z-1B parking lot
for possession of marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. The
non-students were transported to the
Lubbock County Jail. 2

A student was arrested at 6:39 p.m.
in the 2800 block of 18th Street for
three outstanding Lubbock County
Sheriff Department warrants and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

The student was transported to the
Lubbock County Jail.

Dec. 20

A non-student was arrested at 2:57
a.m. at the intersection of Seventh
Street and Avenue T for driving
while intoxicated. The non-student

was transported to the Lubbock
County Jail.

An officer investigated an accident
at 2:57 a.m. at the intersection of
Glenna Goodacre Boulevard and
Avenue U.

A non-student was atrested at 4:16
p.m. in the 3200 block of 18th Street
for possession of marijuana and drug
paraphernalia. The non-student was
issued a criminal trespass warning and
transported to the Lubbock County
Jail. The officer also issued another
non-student a criminal trespass warn-
ing.

Dec. 21

Anon-student was arrested for 4:53
p.m. in the Z-1B parking lot for three
outstanding Lubbock County Sheriff
Department warrants and two instan-

_ tered Lubbock County citations. The

non-student was transported to the
Lubbock County Jail.

Dec. 24

A non-student was arrested at 8:30
p.m. in the S-1 parking lot for pos-
session of a controlled substance and
drug paraphernalia. The non-student
was transported to the Lubbock
County Jail.

Dec. 25
A non-student was arrested at 4:55
p-m. in the 1000 block of Texas Tech

Parkway for possession of marijuana

and driving with an invalid license.
The non-student was transported to
the Lubbock County Jail.

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 11:55 p.m. in the Carpen-
ter/Wells commons building in which
a thermostat cover was damaged.

Dec. 29

A non-student was arrested at 5:25
p.m. for criminal trespass and was
transported to the Lubbock County
Jail.

Dec. 31

An officer documented a lost key at
9 a.m. in the Experimental Sciences
building.

Jan. 1

An officer investigated criminal
mischief at 10:53 p.m. in Weymouth
Residence Hall in which a wall-
mounted telephone was damaged.

Jan. 3

An officer investigated theft at
5:09 p.m. of a Sony Ericsson cell
phone from the Electrical Engineering
auditorium.

Jan. 4

An officer investigated theft at
12:11 p.m. at Murdough Residence
Hall in which a bicycle wheel was
reported stolen.
»#-jon.vanderiaan@ttu.edu

Economic crisis, Obama response face new Congress

WASHINGTON (AP) -— The
new Congress opened for business at
the stroke of noon on Tuesday, eager
to join President-elect Barack Obama
in tackling the worst economic crisis
in generations. Democrats celebrated
last fall’s election gains in the House
and Senate.

Vice President Dick Cheney
called the Senate to order at midday,
then began the ceremonial duties
of swearing in 32 senators who tri-
umphed in November elections.

Democrat Roland Burris of Illinois
was not among them — informed he
would not be seated because his pa-
perwork was not in order. He pledged
a lawsuit, the latest twist in & politi-
cal drama that began when he was
appointed by Gov. Rod Blagojevich,
charged with having attempted to
sell the seat.

Across the Capitol, Lorraine C.
Miller, clerk of the House, rapped
the opening gavel, prelude to a day
of ceremony highlighted by Nancy
Pelosi’s re-election as speaker. “We
need action and we need action now,”
she said minutes after taking the
gavel, symbol of her authority.

Democrats looked ahead to two
years of increased strength after
picking up seats in both houses — at
least seven in the Senate and 21 in
the House. With their gains — as well
as with Obama in the White House
after Jan. 20 — they looked forward
to an agenda of fixing the economy,

ending the war in Iraq, expanding
health care and more.

Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid celebrated the approaching end
of the Bush administration in remarks
on the Senate floor that also called
for bipartisan cooperation.

“We are ready to answer the call
of the American people by putting
the past eight years behind us and de-
livering the change that our country
desperately needs,” he said.

And yet, he told Republicans, “we
are in this together,” when it comes
to.the wars in Irag and Afghanistan,
the economic crisis and more. ||,

The day was heavy on ceremo-
ny.Lioual AV 0% ;
The Senate galleries were crowd-
ed as Cheney administered the oath
to senators in groups of four. Sen.
Joseph Biden of Delaware was among
them, taking the oath of office for a
seat that he has held for more than
three decades, and will relinquish in
a matter of days to become Obama’s
vice president.

The atmosphere in the House was
family-friendly as children, grand-
children and other relatives joined
lawmakers in the large chamber, lit
for television.

Sean and Tommy Rooney, ages
5 and 7, wore T-shirts with their
last name on the back. Their father,
Rep. Thomas Rooney, is a freshman
Republican from Florida.

Apart from Biden, at least two

lawmakers won'’t be there for long.
Rep. Hilda Solis, D-Calif., was
nominated as secretary of labor in
the Obama administration, and
Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton is
departing Congress to become
Secretary of State.

For the lawmakers just settling
in, and the veterans returning, the
work was already well under way.
Aides to Obama and senior congres-
sional officials have been at work for
weeks crafting an economic stimu-
lus plan that could reach $1 trillion
or more. Tax cuts, federal spending,
aid to the states, all designed to
inject cash into an economy where
consumer spending has plummeted,
manufacturing withered and job
losses grown.

Obama spent much of the day
Monday in Congress, meeting with
leaders in both parties and pledg-
ing to consider ideas advanced by
Republicans.

They, in turn, said they believed
his pledge of bipartisanship.

Amid the ceremony, Burris was
at the center of a remarkable piece
of political theater.

Informed in advance he would
not be seated, he traveled to the
Capitol, met inside with Senate
Secretary Nancy Erickson, then
emerged in a downpour to tell re-
porters, “My credentials were not
in order, I will not be accepted, I
will not be seated.”

Dem aide: Obama supports $300B tax cut plan

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident-elect Barack Obama, com-
mencing face to face consultations
with congressional leaders Monday,
is embracing an unexpectedly large
tax cut of up to $300 billion. Obama
said the country faces an “extraordi-
nary economic challenge.”

Besides $500 tax cuts for most
workers and $1,000 for couples,
the Obama proposal includes more
than $100 billion for businesses, an
Obama transition official said. The
total value of the tax cuts would be
significantly higher than had been
signaled earlier. ,

“The reason'we are here today is

. because the people’s business can-
pot wait,” Obama said as he arrived
on Capitol Hill in late morning for
talks with House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif. “The speaker and
her staff have been extraordinarily
helpful in working with our team so
we can shape an economic recovery
plan and start putting people back
to work.”

Obama will be swom in as the
nation’s 44th president in just over
two weeks.

The tax cuts for individuals and
couples would be similar to the re-
bate checks sent out last year by the
Bush administration and Congress
in a bid at that time to boost the
slowing economy. A key difference

is that the tax cuts this time around -

may be awarded through withhold-

ALCOHOL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

except for final fundraising,” Ed-
die McBride, a Let Lubbock Vote staff
supporter and president of the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce, said via e-mail.

McBride also said there will be efforts
to form a PAC that will advocate voting
in favor of the petition’s propositions on
the May ballot but Let Lubbock Vote will
not be involved.

A PAC, Truth Against Alcohol Sales,
has been formed to discourage Lubbock
County citizens from voting for the
alcohol petitions.
»»michael.graham@ttu.edu

WASHINGTON (AP) — Five
former Blackwater Worldwide secu-
rity guards pleaded not guilty Tues-
day to federal manslaughter and
gun charges resulting from a 2007
shooting in a crowded Baghdad
square that killed 17 Iraqi civilians
and injured dozens of others.

The five — all decorated mili-
tary veterans — stood silently in a
line behind their lawyers as their
not guilty plea on all charges was

“entered in front of U.S. District
Judge Ricardo M. Urhina in federal
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i s, it's a place where great things

~alth pr 18 d
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~ M.S. Clinical Practice Management

From here, it’s possible.
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center School of Allied Health Sciences
806.743.3220 | www.ttuhsc.edu/SAH

Former Blackwater guards p

court.

They are charged with 14 counts
of manslaughter, 20 counts of at-
tempted manslaughter and one count
of using a machine gun to commit a
crime of violence. The machine gun
charge, typically used in drug cases,
carries a 30-year minimum prison
sentence.

Saying the case was complex,
Urbina set jury selection to begin Jan.
29,2010 with opening arguments Feb.
1 for former Marines Donald Ball of
West Valley City, Utah; Dustin Heard

room and out

Rehabilitation Sciences

ead not guilty

of Knoxville, Tenn.; Evan Liberty of
Rochester, N.H.; and Army veterans
Nick Slatten of Sparta, Tenn., and
Paul Slough of Keller, Texas.

The Iraqi government has labeled
the guards “criminals” and is closely
watching the Blackwater case. The
shooting strained diplomacy between
Washington and Baghdad and fu-
eled the anti-American insurgency
in [rag, where many Iraqis saw the
bloodshed in Nisoor Square as a
demonstration of American brutality
and arrogance.

~ Master of Occupational Therapy

~ Master of Athletic Training

~ Doctor of Physical Therapy

~ Doctor of Science in Physical Therapy
Clinic Administration & Rehabilitation Counseling Laboratory Sciences & Primary Care

~ B.8. Clinical Laboratory Science
~ Master of Physician Assistant Studies
~ M.S. Molecular Pathology :

ing less from worker paychecks. That
provision would cost about $140-150
billion over two years.

For businesses, the plan would al-
low firms incurring losses last year up
to take a credit against profits dating
back five years instead of the two years
currently allowed.

Another provision brought to the
negotiations by the Obama team would
award a one-year tax credit costing
$40-50 billion to companies that hire
new workers, and would provide other
incentives for business investment in
new equipment.

“We've got an extraordinary eco-
nomic challenge ahead of us,” Obama
said. “We're expecting a sobering job
report at the end of the week.”

Of Pelosi, Obama said: “I can’t
think of a better partner in doing what
is necessary in putting this economy
back on track.”

Said Pelosi: “It is a great honor and
personal privilege to welcome you to
this office. Tomorrow we will swear
in-a new Congress and we will hit
the ground running on the initiatives
... to ease the pain being felt by the
American people.”

Obama had meetings scheduled
later Monday with a broad array of
House and Senate Democratic lead-
ers and with a bipartisan group of key
lawmakers. He had hoped to have
Congress enact the recovery plan in
time for him to sign when he takes of-
fice Jan. 20. But even his spokesman,

Robert Gibbs, conceded Sunday night
that was “very, very unlikely.”

“We don’t anticipate that Congress
will have passed, both houses, an
economic recovery agreement by the
time the inauguration takes place,”
Gibbs said.

House Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer of Maryland said Sunday he
wants the House to approve the plan
by the end of the month, sending it to
the Senate in time for action before
Congress leaves on its mid-February
break.

Obama has insisted that bold and
quick action is necessary if the nation is
to rebound from the greatest economic
crisis since the Great Depression. He
has said repeatedly he wants a plan that
will create 3 million new jobs.

“Economists from across the politi-
cal spectrum agree that if we don’t act
swiftly and boldly, we could see a much
deeper economic downturn that could
lead to double-digit unemployment
and the American dream slipping
further and further out of reach,” he
said in his Sarurday radio and YouTube
addtess.

Obama arrived Sunday night in
Washington — a place he largely has
shunned since winning election —
just hours after New Mexico Gov. Bill
Richardson withdrew from consider-
ation as commerce secretary amid a
grand jury investigation into how some
of his political donors won a lucrative
state contract.
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Google Flu Trends may provide
flu data faster than government

By CAYLOR BALLINGER
Srarr Writer

Monitoring online searches may cre-
ate away to predict outbreaks of influenza
before the sickness poses a threat.

Google Flu Trends, a Web site not
endorsed by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, estimates the
number of people with influenza or simi-
lar sicknesses by analyzing flu or flu-like
symptom searches.

According to the Web site, the
Google Flu Trends search engine data has
a close correlation to numbers reported
by the CDC’s network of about 1,500
doctors who see about 16 million patients
per year, and Google claims to have the
ability to predict close estimates of CDC
results about two weeks faster.

Google Flu Trends reported that
Texas was among the 15 highest states
suffering from flu or flu-like symptoms.

Dr. Kelly Bennett, Student Health
Services medical director at Texas Tech,
said she was not surprised.

“Texas has higher flu rates because it
has the second largest population, highest
state rate of no insurance, and Texas is a
border state,” Bennett said.

She said people who donot buy insur-
ance are less likely to get a flu shot.

“As a border state, flu trends will
be automatically higher,” Bennett said.
“Texas is the entryway to the country and
people may come in and bring sickness
with them.”

Bennett said crowded public places
in areas with large populations, such as
Houston airports, increase the chances for
influenza and other illnesses to spread.

According to Google and CDC, four
of the highest populated states affected by
flu or flu-like symptoms, which includes
Texas, have moderate levels of flu activity.
However, the majority of the country is
currently at a low flu activity level.

Bennett said flu-like symptoms,
which are reported along with flu reports,
could be one of hundreds of different
illnesses.

There is a broad spectrum of flu
symptoms including fever, headache,
body aches and congestion.

Bennett said the best prevention of
flu is to get the vaccine. Other ways to
prevent sickness include: having good
hygiene, washing hands often, using hand
sanitizer, getting plenty of sleep, and eat-
ing healthy food.

According to its Web site, the CDC
also places an importance on gettinga flu
vaccine every vear. The CDC reported
new viruses and strains of the flu may arise

PHOTO BY COLEMAN MOREFIELD/The Daily Toreador

LUBBOCK RESIDENT THEODORA Garza, left, recieves a free flu
vaccine by Public Health Nurse Rhonda Cartwright Tuesday morning
at the clinic inside the City of Lubbock Health Department building.

each year that the previous year’s vaccine
may not necessarily prevent. A current flu
vaccine will reduce the risk of catching
the flu by about 80 percent.

Although Google Flu Trends’ De-
cember report indicated a moderate level
of flu or flu-like activity in Texas, it also
suggested illness reports have dropped by
about one percent from December 2007
to December 2008.

Beckie Brawley, public health
coordinator for the Lubbock Health
Department, said reports received
from the two major Lubbock hospitals
indicate similar trends.

“From previous years flu reports are
low this year,” Brawley said. “l have no
idea why the numbers are lower, but it
is a very good thing.”

- caylor.ballinger@ttu.edu

A[pple Inc. to lower

unes song prices

SANFRANCISCO(AP)—Apple
Inc. is cutting the price of some songs
in its market-leading iTunes online
store to as little as 69 cents and plans
to make every track available without
copy protection.

In Apple’s final appearance at the
Macworld trade show, Apple’s top
marketing executive, Philip Schiller,
said Tuesday that iTunes song prices
will come in three tiers: 69 cents, 99
centsand $1.29. Record companies will
choose the prices, which marks a sig-
nificant change, since Apple previously
‘made all songs sell for 99 cents.

Apple gave the record labels that
flexibility on pricing as it got them to
agree to sell all songs free of “digital
rights management,” or DRM, tech-
nology that limits people’s ability to
copy songs or move them to multiple
computers. Apple had been offering
a limited selection of songs without
DRM, but by the end of this quarter, the
company said, all 10 million songs in its
library will be available that way.

While iTunes is the most popular
digital music store, others have been
faster to offer more songs without copy
protection. Amazon.com Inc. started
selling DRM-free music downloads in
2007 and swayed all the major labels
to sign on in less than a year.

Schiller also announced that iPhone

3G users will be able to buy songs from
the iTunes store using the cellular data
network. Previously, iPhone users could
shop for tunes when connected to a
Wi-Fi hot spot.

The iTunes changes marked the
highlights of Schiller’s run as a stand-in
for CEO Steve Jobs, who used to make
Macworld the site for some of Apple’s
biggest product unveilings, such as the
iPhone. Apple said last month that Jobs
would not address the throngs this time
because the company plans to pull out
of Macworld next year.

Apple shares slipped $1.56, or 1.7
percent, to close at $93.02.

Schiller got a warm welcome from
the attendees — who packed the con-
vention hall despite the pall cast over
the industry by the economic downturn
— especially at the start of his talk,
when he thanked them for showing
up despite Jobs’ notable absence. He
ran seamlessly through his 90-minute
presentation, getting applause and
oohs from the audience, varying little
from the format of slides and demos
established by Jobs. And like Jobs, he
gushed about Apple’s products being
the best in the world.

“Phil did an exceptionally good
job in representing Apple,” said Tim
Bajarin, president of technology analyst
group Creative Strategies Inc.

Organizations fear drop in

By CHRYSTAL GRANT

Srarr Writer

For some, the 2008 holiday season was
a time for fear, not cheer.

Several charity organizations, both
pationally and locally, expressed con-
cemns about donation shortages caused by
fmancial stress.

The Salvation Army set a nationwide
goal to raise $1.3 million dollars and fell
short of about $470,000, according to its
Web site.

Major Emest Branscam, a Lubbock
Salvation Army corps officer, said the Lub-
bock branch made a goal to raise $250,000
when it fell short of its goal for the fiscal
year by $100,000.

“I hate that overall we did not reach
our goal, but the good thing is the money
here, stays here. And [ do not have toshare
it with any other location,” Branscam said.
“T can use all of our money to help the
people here.” :

He said the money raised between
October and December exceeded the
second goal by one percent.

“I am shocked at the results we re-
ceived,” Branscam said. “It was not much
over but, with the economy going down,
I really did not think we were going to
make it.”

Although the Lubbock Salvation
Army met itssecond goal by the end of the
holiday season, he said, there are remain-
ing concerns for the future.

Branscam said the Lubbock Salvation
Army might have to cut back certain
areas to continue providing services for
those in need.

“I hope that we won't have to take a
cut, but, if so, I plan to cut back on the
amount of hours the employees receive
rather than cutting services or staff,” he
said. “These people need all they can get so
I don’t want to cut services, but L also don't
want to cut staff. It will put them in the
same position and, besides, I need them.”

The Salvation Army has not been the
only one struggling for donations.

Lyn Garcia, director of development

at the South Plains Food Bank, said the

food bank received 350,000 pounds of

food during its holiday food drives, which

contributions during mont

did not meet its goal to collect 600,000
pounds of food.

Although the food bank did not
meet its food donation goal, she said it
collecred more monetary donations than
previous years.

“We stressed a lot to the commu-
nity that $1 could get about seven cans of
food,” Garcia said. “I think more people
felt like it would be more beneficial to
donate money than food this year. I am
just happy to know we will still have
plenty of food to give to those in need
through April.”

However, she said, what happens after
April creates new concerms.

The holidays are over and people give
fewer donations, Garcia said, especially
with the economic downfall.

“Most people in the past normally
donate to four or five different organiza-
tions, but I see more people decreasing to
two or three,” Garcia said. “I hope we will
continue to stay in mind, especially since
we donate more of the essential needs

such as fo
= chrystal.grant@tiu.edu

s following holiday season

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON The Daily Toreador
JOHN PORRAS INSPECTS food boxes Monday at the South Plains Food Bank. The food bank, a human-

tiarian resource responsible for securing, growing, processing and distributing food to chartiable organiza-
tions and persons in need, is committed to alleviating hunger and giving hope to the hungry. It distributess
an average of 500 food boxes per week, the equivalent of 18,000 meals, to 25 counties in West Texas.

Amish sue over NY town’s building codes

WATERTOWN, N.Y. (AP) —
Eleven Old Order Amish families
sued a northern New York community
Tuesday, claiming that its refusal to
grant permits for their traditionally
built homes is religious discrimina-
tion.

The Amish families claim in the
federal lawsuit that the town of Mor-
ristown is targeting them for building
code enforcement.

“The Amish, who were chased out
of Europe hundreds of years ago by
government harassment and persecu-
tion, are being singled out by petty
officials apparently bent on chasing
the Amish out of New York,” said Eric
Rassbach, national litigation direc-
tor at the Becket Fund for Religious
Liberty, a Washington, D.C.-based
legal organization that joined in the
lawsuit.

“The U.S. Constitution, and legal
precedent all the way to the Supreme
Court, are clear. The Amish, who
are known throughout the world as
master craftsmen and master builders,
have the right to practice their beliefs.

That includes building and living in
homes that conform to those beliefs,”
Rassbach said.

Also joining in the lawsuit is
Proskauer Rose LLP, a New York City
law firm that provides legal assistance
to Amish families.

Town Clerk David Murray said
town officials had not yet been served
with the lawsuit. Town Attorney An-
drew Silver was not immediately avail-
able for comment, his office said.

In the past, town officials have
said they were asking the Amish to
comply with the same building codes
that apply to other residents.

The plaintiffs are members of
the Old Order Swartzentruber sect,
among the most traditional of the
Amish groups. They don’t deny build-
ing houses without permits and have
said they were willing to purchase
building permits, but contend that
the requirements of the codes — such
as having smoke detectors, submit-
ting engineering plans and allowing
inspections — violate their religious

beliefs.

Texas Tech Unive’zsity Sehool 0][ Music

proudly presents
a recital by:

William Westney, viano

Browning Artist-in-Residence

Works by
Bach, Beethoven, Milhaud, MacDowell, Rahbee

Saturday, January 10, at 8 p.m.
Hemmle Recital Hall
18th St. & Boston Ave.
ADMISSION FREE

“a formidable pianist” -

N.Y. Times, 2006
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Local non-profit organizations recruit student volunteers

By HANNAH BOEN
Srarr Waimen

Over 20 non-profit organization
leaders from the Lubbock commu-
nity gathered Tuesday afternoon in the
Texas Tech Library to recruit student
volunteers.

The fair was organized by The
Center for Campus Life coordinator,
Zach Manning, who said the event was
a good way for both new and return-
ing students to learn about volunteer
opportunities.

“It allows students to find a way to
give back,” he said, “and we want them
to have an opportunity to connect with
the community.”

Organizations that provide aid to
the community with goals ranging from
increasing literacy to helping people
with Down syndrome were represented
at the volunteer fair.

Brandi Schreiber, the Volunteer
Center of Lubbock’s community impact
volunteer coordinator, attended the fair
to inform students of the volunteer op-
portunities available in the area.

The center is available to identify a
volunteer’s interests, she said, skillsand
schedule and then connect them with

a service opportunity.

member of Miller Gitls, a service-based

“T hope we can peak some people’s  sorority, she gives her time to a variety

interest,” Schreiber said. “We are a free
resource that can hook students up

with a variety
of volunteer op-
tions.”

The center
represents more
than 70 organi-
zations in the
Lubbock area
that need vol-
unteer support,

here are so many
rewards. Besides a
meaningful life, its
something to add
to your resume and

of charities on and off campus.
“Our group is awesome,” said the

Tatum, N.M.,
native. “It’s a
win-win to sup-
port the com-
munity while
being in a so-
rority.”

Parks said
she hopes to
see the organi-

Schreiber said, zation grow this
all of which are / semester with
A)
beneficial to the 42 Mﬂke )/0% 4 wel[ students who
volunteer. ;vounded Ccitiz not only want
“There to have fun but
are so many BRANDI SCHREIBER are willing to
rewards,” give their time
Schreiber said. COMMUNITY IMPAGT and effort to
AN VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR hotb il
meaningful life, FOR THE VOLUNTEER Students
CENTER OF LUBBOCK

it’s something

who are unsure

to add to your

resume and it :

makes you a well-rounded citizen.”
Amanda Parks, a junior speech

pathology major, found volunteering

to be beneficial to her own life. As a

of how to get
involved meet-
ing the needs of the community can
visit the Volunteer Center of Lubbock’s
Web site.
»#-hannah.boen@ttu.edu

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador

DONNIE JOHNSON, A freshman biology major from Dallas, gets information about volunteering from Brandi
Schreiber, a representative from the Volunteer Center of Lubbock, Tuesday in the library at the Welcome Week

Volunteer Fair.

RIAA backs away from past legal tactics

By JEANINE BUDD

Tue Nortueastern News (NormhEaSTERN
U

Since 1999, when former North-
eastern student Shawn Fanning
ignited popular peer-to-peer file
sharing by developing Napster in his
residence hall, the phenomenon has
spread from the NU campus outward
like an unstoppable epidemic.

Consequently, the Recording
Industry Association of America
(RIAA) assumed policing duties in
2003 to combat so-called “pirates,”
but has changed its strategy in the
latest chapter of its prolonged effort
to prevent the practice.

After suing more than 35,000
people during its nearly five-year
long crusade, the RIAA recently
announced that it will adopt a more

mild policy in lieu of wielding mass

lawsuits agamsg illegal file shaters e

Prov1ders (ISPs) as Qfﬁcml conduxts’
When illegal file sharing or down-
loading is detected, the ISP, not the
RIAA, will contact the culprit via
e-mail, requesting they stop after the
first of two warnings. If the user does
not stop after the second warning,
the ISP will slow down service or cut
it off all together, according to recent
media reports.

According to the reports, the
RIAA itself came under scrutiny
during its onslaught of lawsuits, man-
aging to sue several single mothers,
a 13-year-old girl and person who
had died.

“Only time will tell if this will
actually be effective,” said Marcus
Breen, a communications studies
professor at Northeastern. “It could
be a total waste of time. It’s really an
attempt to keep the music industry

alive, when they might be better

off to put the [industry] out of its
misery.”

The RIAA maintains its fight
against illegal music downloading is
for the good of the music industry.

“We have all seen the effects
illegal downloading has had on
Music Row - too many record stores
have been shuttered and too many
songwriters are out of the business
of writing songs," said RIAA CEO

o o Iove mysic, so [ was do

R

and Chairman, Mitch Bainwol, in a
recent RIAA press release.

Breen said the music industry is
suffering after having experienced
success in the ‘70s and ‘80s and has
recently taken to following policy
that may alienate music fans.

“The music industry tends to
resort to threat,” Breen said. “Their
first reaction is to threaten legal
action.”

Northeastern students are no
strangers to aggressive RIAA tac-
tics.

Last winter, while Erin Cheek was
living in the international residence
hall at 153 Hemenway St., she said
she received an aggressively worded
e-mail, forwarded along through the
university and signed by representa-
tives at the RIAA.

“I was avery active downloader,

hmnaﬁrMces m'ayof
oadmg

like to check ouit bands to see if [ like
them, and maybe I will actually buy
their music.”

Although Cheek said she was
regularly downloading everything
from classic rock to contemporary
indie via Limewire, the song that
got her in trouble - named by the
RIAA in their letter - wasn’t on her
hard drive.

“After that, I don’t use [peer-to-
peer file sharing programs| anymore,”

she said. “They were like, ‘This is the

sophamore internation-,
o inform"'zition alyputif«students,” Leary i

probably over 100 songs a day. I just

first warning.” If it happened again,
they would have been able to sue
me, basically.”

In the past, the RIAA has charged
some students thousands of dollars
and taken those who didn’t pay to
court. In late 2005, the RIAA ac-
cused MIT graduate Cassi Hunt of
sharing 272 songs. The non-nego-
tiable settlement price they provided
was $3,750.

Some schools willingly provide
the RIAA and Motion Picture As-
sociation of America (MPAA) with
the names of students whose IP ad-
dresses have been linked to illegal
activity, said Tom Leary, a help-desk
supervisor at Infocommons. But he
said Northeastern has never entered
into such an agreement with either
organization.

“We don’t really get involved if
the RIAA or MPAA petition. for

sald

““Instead, Northeastem would only

forfeit the information if a subpoena
was filed. Bearing in mind the recent
change in RIAA policy, Leary said he
doesn’t foresee any change in North-
eastern’s approach — even though
Northeastern is the official ISP of all
its on-campus students.

Bob Weir, vice president of In-
formation Services at Northeastern,
said that while he had no comment
on the RIA A’s actions, students need
to be aware they are responsible for
how they choose to use ResNet.
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‘Arrested Development’ movie to be made with most of original cast

By MATT COLLETTE
Tue Nortueastean News (Normasasy
ern U.)

George Bluth had a saying:
“There’s always money in the banana
stand.” And Mitch Hurwitz, creator
of “Arrested Development” - the Fox
sitcom that was canceled before its
time but was resurrected on DVD —
realizes there’s probably some money
in the multiplex, too.

According to industry reports and
entertainment blogs and web sites,
Hurwitz and fellow executive producer
Ron Howard, who narrated the show,
are preparing to produce an “Arrested
Development” movie. Most of the cast
and crew are signed on, too, except
Michael Cera. Since the show was
canceled, the 20-year-old has starred
in hit films like “Superbad” and “Nick
and Norah's Infinite Playlist,” but first
establishing his soft-spoken strength

for 'subtly-awkward encounters-and !

shoe-gazing as George-Michael Bluth,
George Bluth’s grandson, who lusted for
his cousin, Maeby.

“I'm a little disappointed in him,”
said Samantha Solomon, a junior com-
munications studies major and president
of the NU and Improv’d comedy troupe.
“It’s where-he got his start, and why he
gets to play George-Michael in every
movie he’s been in since. I think he owes
it to the fans and to the cast to come back
and be in this movie.”

The show saw its popularity grow
exponentially after its cancellation in
February 2006 as, in droves, viewers
discovered the program on DVD. Now
Hurwitz, who also wrote the series, and
Howard say they're close to finalizing
deals with Imagine and Fox Searchlight

for a feature-length film, according to a

November story in the magazine Hol-
lywood Reporter.

“Ever since it went off the air, people
have been talking about it coming back,

about theré being a movie,” said Candice’

START OUT ON

START COMMANDIN

START RAISIN

Springer, a senior journalism and East
Asian studies major, who blogs about pop
culture and entertainment. “And at this
point, me and so many others have been
anticipating it for so long, that we’re like,
let’s just see anything.”

At Northeastern and colleges across
the country the show is among the most
popular TV programs on or off the air.
According to Facebook’s Lexicon feature,
which charts interests listed on users’
profile pages, “Arrested Development”
ranks high as a common favorite.

“It becomes a conversation piece.
You can say, ‘Did you see the ‘Arrested
Development’ episode where this hap-
pened” and it becomes a way to con-
nect,” Springer said. “You can watch it
over and over again, and you never get
sick of it.”

While Hollywood wrangles with the
details for a potential “Arrested Devel-
opment” movie, fans might as well heat
up some Pop Secret and get ready for a
long wait. el 2 )

ROTC at Texas Tech is the strongest way'
start. It provides hands-on leadership
development. Plus you can earn a full-tuitio
merit-based scholarship up to $40,000. A
graduation, you'll begin your career as an
Officer. With a start like that, there's no limi

_ to what you can achieve.
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Death of Travolta’s son raises medical questions

Millions of children and adults
have seizures in the United States,
but dying from one is rare. That
only adds to the confusion and

mystery surrounding the life and

death of Jett Travolta, the 16-year-
old son of actors John Travolta
and Kelly Preston.

The death certificate lists a
seizure as the cause of death, ac-
cording to an undertaker in the
Bahamas, where the boy died
Friday. Family representatives and
lawyers declined requests Tuesday
for more information, fueling
speculation that has swirled for
years about the boy’s health.

A Travolta attorney said the
teenhad a history of seizures, and
John Travolta has said his son was
successfully treated when he was 2
for a rare disease called Kawasaki
syndrome, which can lead to heart
disease and related problems.

Medical specialists who did
not treat the boy told The As-
sociated Press on Tuesday that
while Kawasaki syndrome is poorly
understood, it’s extremely unlikely
the disease had anything to do
with the teen's death.

Gossip magazines and blogs
long have suggested the boy
also had autism — a claim John

Travolta denied. Autism is fre-
quently accompanied by seizures
that experts believe may stem
from the same brain abnormali-
ties that cause the developmental
disorder.

Dr. Michael Kohrman, a Uni-
versity of Chicago pediatric neu-
rologist, said up to one-third of
children with autism have some
sort of seizure disorder.

Still, there are dozens of other
causes of seizures. Recurrent
seizures are sometimes called epi-
lepsy and are caused by abnormal
electrical activity in the brain.
These affect more than 3 million
Americans.

Mild seizures can be barely
noticeable; severe ones can cause
convulsing and loss of conscious-
ness.

“Sudden death in epilepsy is
not an unheard-of phenomenon,”
said Dr. Bruce Cohen, a staff neu-
rologist at the Cleveland Clinic.

It can happen with seizures
lasting more than 15 or 20 min-
utes, typically when medicine
stops working or if patients quit
taking medicine, Cohen said. One
way death occurs in these cases
is respiratory muscles weaken
from prolonged convulsions and

the patient stops breathing, he
explained.

More rarely, he said, about
one in 1,000 epileptics die each
year from a condition doctors
call “sudep,” or a sudden un-
explained death that typically
occurs with no sign of a seizure.
Whether this happened to Jett
Travolta or whether autopsy
officials in the Bahamas know
that term is uncertain.

“We're dealing with a mas-
sive lack of information,” Co-
hen said.

Michael Ossi, an attorney
for the Travoltas, and Saman-
tha Mast, a Travolta publicist,
told the AP by e-mail that they
would not discuss details of tHe
boy’s illness.

Jett Travolta’s body was cre-
mated, and the autopsy report
has not been released.

The Travoltas have said
little about their son’s condi-
tion and his medical trearment
over the years. The couple are
Scientologists, followers of the
controversial religion created
by science-fiction writer L. Ron
Hubbard.

The church is not comment-
ing specifically on the Travolta
case. But church policy is for
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RESOLUTION «

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

than a January fad.

David Rudd, Tech's psychol-
ogy department chairperson, said
making a New Year’s resolution is
a normal trend among Americans
and fitness is no exception.

“Most people are future and
goal oriented,” Rudd said. “New
Year’s resolutions are about many
things. They’re about being opti-
mistic and hopeful. For most of it,
it’s about our need for achieve-
ment.”

those who have not integrated
fitness into their lifestyle the best
way to do so is making healthy
living a daily routine.

“The rule to change a habit
and to have it become ingrained
is that. you must maintain the
change for six weeks,” he said.
“That dramatically improves the
likelihood of success.”

To help students maintain
the change, the Robert H. Ewalt
Student Recreation Center offers
advice and encouragement.

Leslie Eyerly, the center’s
fitness and wellness coordina-

tor, said she

He said
resolutions
have be-
come a cul-
tural “main-
stream’
phenom-
enon based
on current
social ex-

“The majority of
people don’t keep
resolutions. People
oriented towards
making resolutions

expects a lot
of people to
start the new
year strong
because of
their reso-
lutions but
fears many
students
will neglect
to follow

pectations
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mal, Rudd lutions but a

said breaking a resolution also is
normal, especially when it comes
to resolutions about healthy
living.

“The majority of people don’t
keep resolutions. People oriented
toward making resolutions about
health haven’t lived a very disci-
plined lifestyle,” he said. “Eating
well and exercising are lifestyle
choices. The older you are, the
tougher it is to make a change

lot of them
may not be realistic, but it’s
important to take the steps to
achieve your goals.”

Eyerly said a good way to
achieve those goals is to attend
a group class. The center offers
daily classes; some are free and
some require a fee.

“Classes are a great way to
stick with it because they offer
encouragement,” she said. “Go

people in January and February
and I hope to keep those numbers
up throughout the semester.

“My advice would be to make
sure your goals are realistic. You
should have a goal that is some-
thing to work at, but be sure to
give yourself enough time. Fit-
ness is a lifetime process.”

Fitness trainer Gilbert Nave-
jar blames the failure to meet
goals on a lack of education
rather than unrealistic goals.

“I think people want to start
the new year right,” Navejar said.
“I think a lack of education on
what they need to be doing keeps
them from meeting goals.”

Navejar, head trainer at Body-
works Family Sports Center at
50th Street and Slide Road., said
half his clientele are students,
and he expects to see them start
the spring semester with weight
loss goals.

“We usually see an influx of
people who want to lose weight,”
Navejar said, “and they normally
come in from about January first
to about February second.”

Navejar said he believes Janu-
ary is an appealing time to start
a healthier lifestyle because of
the ‘encouragement found in
the hiimber of people beginting
to-‘exércise and diet as part of a
New Year’s resolution, but many
people are unable to follow
through with their goals.

Navejar said the most effec-
tive way to meet a weight loss
goal is to find a plan that fits the
person’s body and lifestyle.

“A lot of people pick up a
magazine and try to mimic it,”
he said, “but when people pick
up a fitness program, they need
to get something customized to
their level.”

People’s good intentions are
oftentimes overshadowed by
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Harrell closes Tech legacy
with loss in Cotton Bow

By ALEX YBARRA
Manacine Eomon

DALLAS — Texas Tech quarter-
back Graham Harrell undoubtedly
will go down as the best signal caller
the Red Raiders ever have produced,
but his superb career ended with disap-
pointment.

Playing 35 minutes from his home-
town of Ennis, Harrell could not lead
his team to a comeback victory like he
did in the 2007 Insight Bowl and 2008
Gator Bowl, as No. 7 Tech lost to No.

25 Ole Miss 47-34 Friday at the Cottons |

Bowl Classic in Dallas.

The loss kept Tech from reaching 12
wins for the first time in school history
and kept the Red Raiders winless in the
Cotton Bowl.

“All losses hurt, this one is no dif-
ferent,” Harrell said. “It’s unfortunate
it’s my last game, but it’s been a fun
run here.”

Although a special season ended
with a thud, Harrell can hold his head
high with pride. He was at the forefront
of the greatest season in Tech history.
The only problem was there was no
hardware to hoist at midfield come
bowl season.

But Harrell did notch a couple pass-
ing records against Ole Miss that are
capable of standing for a long time. No
one has thrown more touchdown passes
than him in college football history, and
no one has thrown for 5,000 yards in
multiple seasons.

“Graham had a great career,” Tech
defensive coordinator Ruffin McNeill
said. “Graham is a great leader. Graham
is a guy who will be missed around here,
by me personally, not just on the field. I
know he’s worked as hard as any quar-
terback we've had here.”

Harrell surpassed former Hawaii
quarterback Colt Brennan with his
132nd career touchdown pass, which
was caught by two-time Biletnikoff
winner Michael Crabtree in the second
quarter.

A little while later, Harrell eclipsed
5,000 yards passing for the second-con-
secutive season on a 26-yard shuffle pass
to running back Shannon Woods. 1

After the game, he acknowledged
the records by attributing the success
to the weapons he was able to utilize
throughout his three years as starter.

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIERThe Daily Toreador

TEXAS TECH QUARTERBACK Graham Harrell passes the ball during
the 73rd annual AT&T Cotton Bowl Classic. Harrell finished the game
with 364 passing yards for four touchdowns.

“That’s a huge honor,” said Harrell,
who finished his career with 15,793
passing yards and 134 touchdowns. “
think it’s a compliment to all the players
I've played around. I've had some great
(offensive lines) and some of the greatest
receivers in the country throughout my
three years here.”

Although he was unavailable for
comment after the game, the greatest
of those receivers is Crabtree, who also
may have played his last game in a Tech
uniform.

In 26 career games, Crabtree had
231 receptions for 3,127 yards and 41
touchdowns.

“He'll be good wherever he goes,”

Harrell said of the redshirt sophomore,

who had four receptions, 30 yards and
one touchdown in a sub-par perfor-
mance against Ole Miss.

As for Harrell, he said he hopes to

keep playing football for as long as pos-
sible. Once that phase runs its course
he’ll move on to coaching, which is
fitting considering he’s a coach’s son.

“We'll see,” Harrell said of his im-
mediate playing future. “Hopefully I'll
get a shot at the next level. I want to
stay around football forever. [ want to
play as long as I can.”

Harrell seemed to get emotional
when he was asked about his fellow
senior teammates that he has become so
close with during his tenure at Tech.

“It’s been a special group,” Harrell
said. “I came in with these guys and
from our first year, we knew we had a
chance to be pretty special. It’s a lot of

_guys that just love to compete. We love

to win. I'm gonna miss those guys, some
of those guys are my best friends.”

»2-daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

TCU hands Tech basketball first home loss

By ALEX YBARRA

Manacme Eomor

If it makes any sense, Texas
Tech’s inconsistencies are con-
sistent.

When it looked like Tech was
going to roll over and let its usu-
ally uninspired defense take over
the game against TCU, the Red
Raiders shook it off.

This happened on several occa-
sions, but the most important one
came too late.

Trailing TCU 60-44 with 11:36
remaining in the game, Tech went
on a massive 16-4 run to cut the
Horned Frogs’ lead to four with
under three minutes remaining.

However, a coffin-cornered
3-pointer from TCU’s Edvinas
Ruzgas kept the tired Red Raid-
ers at bay as they were unable to
complete the comeback.

Ruzgas led five Horned Frogs
in double figures with a career-
high 24 points, going 5-for-9 from
3-point range in an 85-80 victory
over Tech Tuesday in the United
Spirit Arena, handing the Red
Raiders their first home loss of the
season before 10,202 fans.

“It was up and down,” said Tech
coach Pat Knight, whose team
begins Big 12 Conference play at
Baylor on Saturday. “We let them
jump on us, and they got that big
lead and we finally started playing
there for five or six minutes.”

“They’re too good of a team,
too well coached to think you can
just turn it on and off like that.”

Forward Mike Singletary and
guard Alan Voskuil led the Red
Raiders with 22 points each, al-
though Voskuil hit four 3-pointers
in between TCU's free throw trips
late in the game.

Tech (10-5) had a fairly solid
game statistically, shooting 42
percent from the field and beyond
the arc, but untimely turnovers
and poor shots cost the Red Raid-
ers the comeback.

Knight said he was not happy
with a defensive performance that
resulted in an opposing team scor-
ing more than 80 points for the
sixth time this season.

“Especially with what we’ve
been doing in practice, that’s what
people don’t see in practice,” he
said. “I just get tired of hearing
abaut it from so-called people
that think they know what they’re
talking about.

“Come to practice, see what
we do. See how we break down.
These kids gotta get it sometime.
It’s not like we just roll the ball
out there.”

TCU (10-5) opened the second
half with a 21-6 run that the Red
Raiders eventually whittled down
to 64-60, but the comeback used
too much energy.

Tech ran out of gas and the
Horned Frogs shot free throws the

rest of the way.

Tech’s John Roberson drew
first blood in the second half with
a quick pull-up jumper at the free
throw line, cutting the lead to
three.

Seconds later, D’Walyn Roberts
followed a missed layup by Voskuil
with an emphatic jam that drew
roars from the crowd. :

TCU poured it on from there,
thanks to Tech’s carelessness with
the ball, bad shot selection, and
porous defense. TCU opened the
wound to 60-44 as Tech went
without a field goal for nearly six
minutes.

“You just gotta stay after it,”
Knight said. “We’ll bitch and
complain to each other and be
pissed off but then tomorrow we
gotta practice and get ready for
Baylor, start getting ready for the
Big 12.”

»-daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

ONE MEMBERSHIP

THEEE LM ATIHONS
47H & SLIDE: 28115558
BIND v
B2ND & UNIVERSITY: 748-99%8

weww, gelasuperion.com
nfo@gelasupedoun.com

HOURS: :
M-F 0.8 SAT 10-8 SUN 1-5

& ELIDE: 698-009%

Ole Miss’ Wild Rebel offense
showcased in Cotton Bowl win

By ADAM COLEMAN

Spronts Eniror

DALLAS — The Ole Miss
Rebels are not the Miami Dol-
phins.

But just as the Wildcat forma-
tion helped bring the Dolphins a
division title this season in the
NFL, the Wild Rebel formation
helped No. 25 Ole Miss to a 10-3
finish with a 47-34 win over No.
7 Texas Tech in the Cotton Bowl
Classic.

Placing a speedy running back
in shotgun formation behind the

center while the quarterback .

usually lines up as a receiver, the
Miami Dolphins’ Wildcat forma-
tion seems to be raising eyebrows
around the NFL football world.
Ole Miss has its own version of
the formation named the Wild
Rebel, which the Rebels can run
any number of plays from. :

Tech saw the Rebels’ Dexter
McCluster line up in shotgun for-
mation while quarterback Jevan
Snead was at receiver. From this,
the Rebels ran a number of plays
that helped them get out of tough
situations or get first down impera-
tive to winning the game.

Ole Miss coach Houston Nutt,
who is heading into his second
year, said throughout the 2008
season he has tried to use Wild
Rebel eight or nine times a game
depending its flow.

He also said if he uses it mul-
tiple times, he tries to spread the
attempts throughout the game to
prevent the defense from catch-
ing on.

As a focal point in the for-
mation, McCluster had 180 all-
purpose yards and one touchdown
against Tech. His ability to thrive
in the offense earned him All-
Southeastern Conference honors
for the 2008 season and his abil-
ity to do the same against Tech
earned him the Sanford Trophy as
the Cotton Bowl's best offensive
player.

“It’s not just his ability to make
people miss and how good heiis in
space,” Nutt said of McCluster.
“You have to have ball skills and
ball-handling skills. You have to
have a little moxie about you. You
can’t be flustered being put in that
situation out in space like that.
You have to have the intangibles
to be able to be in that personnel
group and in that formation and
he’s got it.”

It’s not so much a tough 3rd
and long when he uses it, but Nutt
said Wild Rebel is used more to

‘catch a defense off guard.

Whether it was a reverse, deep
pass or simply putting the ball
in one of their top playmakers’
hands, the Rebels found ways to
make the formation useful against
Tech similar to how they have all
season.

Ole Miss ran the Wild Rebel
formation a total of seven times
against Tech in the Cotton Bowl
for 49 yards and a touchdown.

Although the formation ac-
counted for a small percentage
of the 515 yards Ole Miss gained,
some of the plays ran from it
came when the Rebels needed it
the most.

Ole Miss needed a score to stay
within reach after an early 14-0
deficit in the first quarter. On Ist

ZQ‘ON_’TﬂJ-Uﬁ"T TAN...GET A SUPERTAN:!
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MISSISSIPPI WIDE RECEIVER Dexter McCluster had 180 all-purpose
yards against Tech in Ole Miss’ 47-34 win in the Cotton Bowl Classic.

and 10 at Tech’s 45-yard line, Nutt
called for the Wild Rebel and a re-
verse pass that started in McCluster’s
hands and ended in Snead’s.

Snead threw-a 29-yard bomb to
receiver Markeith Summers, putting
the Rebels at Tech's 11-yard line.

The play led to an 8-yard touch-
down pass from Snead to Gerald
Harris to cut into Tech’s led.

Also in the Wild Rebel forma-
tion, McCluster received a direct
snap in the fourth quarter to run
for a four-yard score, increasing the
Rebels’ lead to 47-28. The score ef-
fectively put the game out of reach
while ending Tech's chances of mak-
ing any comeback.

Tech defensive coordinator Ruf-
fin McNeill said in the end, the Wild
Rebel did not do much damage, but
McCluster’s ability to make plays
was a factor in the loss.

“Tust go out there and keep teams
off balance like that and all the speed
we have,” the 5-foot-8, 165-pound
McCluster said, “and coach Nutt
knows what plays to call and coach
(Kent) Austin and the line is so
physical. By me being a little guy,
I need a little hole and 'm out of
there.”

The formation may be receiving a

Today’s

Su

little attention now, but Nutt said it
has been around since Pop Warner.

Nutt said he, along with his
brother Danny Nutt, used the forma-
tion previously at Arkansas when
Darren McFadden and Felix Jones
headlined the backfield. He said
McFadden was the one taking the
direct snap because of his speed and
ability to make plays.

Now heading into his second year
as Ole Miss* coach, Nutt said he has
running back Brandon Bolden and
McCluster as weapons in the forma-
tion for 2009.

He said where the Miami Dol-
phins’ use of the formation comes
from is their quarterbacks coach
David Lee, who worked under Nutt
at Arkansas in 2007 when the Ra-
zorback went 8-4.

Players seem to have a lot of fun
with the formation and look forward
to its use next season, as Snead said
he hopes to see a little more action at
receiver when Wild Rebel is called.

“I actually caught a pass in it. [
wish they’d throw it to me because
I'm always open,” he said jokingly.
“When we need something to get
us going, it’s always been there for
us.”

»p-adam.coleman@tiu.edu

do |ku

Puzzles by PapeFiller

in Sudoku, all the
numbers 1 to 9 must
be in every row,
column and 3 x 3 box. Use
logic to define the answers.
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Solution to Dec. 5th puzzle

Office of the Ombudsman

A safe place for students & staff
fo bring concerns.
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Welcome Back! The Rec Center has everything you need to
keep that New Year’s resolution going! Let us help you
i 0 ’,ls with a personal trainer or a massage when you get sore!

Phone: 742-3351 Website: www.rescsports.ttu.edu Box 2151

Intramurals

Are you looking for a job?
Become an Intramural Basketball Official!

We will be hiring a number of officials for the Intramural basketball season
starting in a few short weeks! We are flexible with your schedule, and you will
be making $9 a game! Basketball knowledge is preferred but no prior officiat-
ing experience is necessary.

The Offiicials’ Meeting will be on Monday, January 12 at 5:00pm in Rm. 201 or
Tuesday January 13 at 5:00pm in Rm. 201 of the Rec.

Intramural Basketball Sign-up start next Tuesday!
Sign-up dates for basketball are January 13 - 15. Leagues include Mens, Womens, and &
Co-Rec. The earlier you sign-up, the better game time your team will get! Don’t
forget about the $50 forfeit fee for all team intramural sports this year!

Fit/Well

We aren’t done yet! We’ve got

specials just for you!
Sign-ups for Raider X2 Classes start next Sunday,

Jan. 1'1 with a great special for signing up.for your _ : L } | JANU 0, 2009

favorite class! You get $10 off the total price of

the class when you sign up before Jan. 18! You _pjret 2000 people through the door get free T-Shirts

can’t beat that! We also have the return of the courtesy of the Texas Tech Credit Union!

lgflmdc?n;i Bi?ti); Pzis, :V};;;?eglif::: t};:;g:ohgol:(:he -All your favorite tournaments including 3on3 Basket-
BT et & ball, Dodgeball, Raquestball and Squash, Table Tennis,

week! We also have new classes such as belly- - .
dancing, triathlon, and advanced swing. These 4on4Volleyball, the 3 Point Shot Contest, Texas

great prices only last until Jan. 17 . For more Holdem, and 8 Ball PQ?“ _
information, please stop by the Fit/Well or call -Tom Deluca, the world’s greatest hypnotist, at 9pm!
742-3828. -A Laser Tag Tournament!

RAIDER X INSTRUCTOR TRAINING —The Bic Razor Slam Dunk Contest!
Want to learn how to teach RaiderX classes so you -Scoggin/Dickey Hummer Shootout!
can be a certified instructor? Get started in our -Video Game Room with Wii,s, Gears of War 2, FIFA

fitness instructor training program today! Contact 09, Guitar Her 0, and more! ;

Leslie Eyerly via email at lelslie.eyerly@ttu.edu or -Free Food: every half hour!
phone at 742-3828 for more information. -Prizes and more from the Bic/Footlocker Tour!

Aquatics Center Outdoor Pursuits Center

. i . The OPC has all of the gear that you need to hit the slopes! With new skis
Sprlng 09 WEt S_et' EnghSh Channel - and snowboards bought every year, we have the best equipment available at
Set your own swimming goal for the semester and swim across the

prices you won’t find in Colorado or New Mexico!

English Channel, this semesters destination for Wet Set! Set your ki Package $27/Weekend $62/Week
own distance goal for the semester as you have a great time and get  Spowboard Package $32/Weekend 77/ Week
into shape! Packages can be reserved up to two weeks in advance!

Stroke Mechanics/Flip Turn Clinic
Sunday, February 1 1:00 - 3:00pm

Is there something wrong with your swimming
stroke? Cannot quite get that flip turn but do not
know why? Looking to develop better, more
effective stroke techniques? Come to our stroke
mechanics clinic and let our instructors help you

Colorado Ski and Snowboard Trip
Deadline: Jan. 29 $275
Trip Dates: Feb. 6-8

You love to ski, right? But haven’t-put
together a trip this year yet, right?
Well, we did all of the hard work, and
you just have to go and ski! Thisisa
great trip at a fantastic price! Sign-up
early! Spots are limited and will fill
fast! '

Have you ever wanted to be a Lifeguard?

This semester the Aquatics Center will have 5 different opportunities for you to become
a Red Cross Certified Lifeguard. And if you are already one, but need to get recertified
for the summer, we have 10 challenge nights for you to come in and get recertified
without taking the class over again! Check the website for all of the dates and times of
these great classes!

coming together in the union

Winter Raider Welco

/ %
Student Unjon Courty?%@ (

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY .
Student Union & Activities

Division of Student Affairs & Enrollment Management

Visit our website at www.sub.ttu.edu
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Red Raiders:

Jan. 1, Lubbock
Tech 69
Stephen E Austin 55

In order to help his team hit layups,
Texas Tech coach Pat Knight pulled a
young teen from the crowd into the
huddle to tell his players even he could
hit the close ups. The move worked,
helping Tech shoot better the rest
of the way. Tech had some offensive
struggles in the first half, shooting 32
percent from the field. Fortunately for
Tech, the Lumberjacks shooting was
worse as they only hit 26 percent of
their attempts all game. Tech finished
with a solid seven blocks and four
players in double-digit scoring as Alan
Voskuil and Darko Cohadarevic led
the way with 12 points each. Most
importantly, Tech got back to playing
the kind of hard-nosed defense Tech
coach Pat Knight has wanted.

Dec. 29, Stanford, Calif.

Stanford 111
Tech 66

While last year’s game against

Stanford was 62-61 nail biter, this |

year's contest was much less exciting.
Stanford kept its unbeaten record in-
tact by handing Tech its second-worst
defeat in school history and its third
road loss of the season. The loss gave
Pat Knight the three-worst losses in
program history with the other two
coming last season against Kansas
and Texas A&M. Stanford’s An-
thony Goods scored a game-high 21
points to lead four players in double
figures. Not even five minutes into
the game, Stanford built a 20-6 lead
and Tech never stood a chance. Mike
Singletary led Tech with 13 points
and D’walyn Roberts added 11 while
leading scorer John Roberson was
held to six points after averaging 16.3
per game. Tech guard Nick Okorie
returned to action after missing three
weeks with a sprained ankle. In 19
minutes, Okorie had four fouls and
two points on 1-of-6 shooting.

Dec. 24, Lubbock
Tech 67
Centenary 53

Tech wasted no time avenging last
year’s shocking 70-66 loss at Centena-
ry by jumping out to an 18-2 lead en
route to a 35-14 halftime advantage.

" Freshman Robert Lewandowski led

Tech with 13 points and five blocks
while Roberson chipped in 12 points.
Although Tech forced 17 turnovers, it
committed 16 with an equal amount
of assists, letting the Gents make the
score more respectable. Tech was able
to overcome its poor shooting from
3-point range (27 percent), with nine
blocks and controlling the boards. Af-
ter the game, Knight was in a festive
mood, attending the press conference
dressed as Santa Clause.

Dec. 20, Lubbock
Tech 86
New Mexico 78

Following back-to-back losses,
Tech had five players score in double
figures and Alan Voskuil tied a season
high 28-points by knocking down
6-0f-9 from 3-point range. In his two
previous games, Voskuil had missed
18 of his 25 shots from beyond the
arc, so it was comforting for Knight to
see him find his shooting touch. Tech
led 76-72 with 2:14 remaining in the
game but a layup from Roberson, a
pair of free throws from Voskuil and a
bucket from Lewandowski put the win
out of reach for the Lobos.

Dec. 17, El Paso
UTEP 96
Tech 78

A career-high 33 points from John
Roberson was made moot by UTEP,
who went on a 26-10 run in the sec-
ond half to close out the game. The
Miners had 21 points off Tech’s 18
turnovers and UTEP’s Stefon Jackson,
Randy Culpepper and Arnett Moul-
trie combined for 70 of their team’s

While you were out

i L i
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96 points. The loss of Okorie and Mi-
chael Prince obviously created a void
in Tech’s rotation, causing fatigue to
settle in earlier than it had all season.
Prince injured his foot in a 72-69 win
against Wichita State and Okorie
sprained his ankle the day after the
same game. Tech’s inconsistency on
defense and tendency to turn the ball
over during crucial moments kept the
Red Raiders from whittling a 9-point
lead early in the second half.

Dec. 13, Beaumont
Lamar 85
Tech 79

In their first game in 10 days, the
Red Raiders did not play like a team
that had won seven of its first eight
games. Trailing 34-32 at halftime,
Tech came out flat in the second half,
shooting 39 percent while Lamar hit
68 percent of it’s shots. However, the
Red Raiders nearly overcame their
struggles with a last minute come-
back. Voskuil nailed a 3-pointer with
36 seconds left to pull the score to
78-71, but the Cardinals made their
first free throw attempt after an inten-
tional foul and grabbed the offensive
rebound after they missed the second
one. Lamar tacked on two more free
throws to end Tech’s comeback bid.

Jan. 3, Lubbock
Arkansas 60
Texas Tech 75

Another im-
pressive non-
conference
win, the
Lady Raid-
ers dropped
Arkansas to
an 11-4 record
after this game.
Jordan Murphree
had a career-high
22 points against the
Razorbacks. Kierra
Mallard had a career-
high 18 points and
Dominic Seals followed
that up with 16 points.
Tech had control of this
game until a bucket by
Arkansas’ Shanita Arnold
tied the game at 44 with
13 minutes to play. Then
the Razorbacks’ Brittney
Richardson gave Arkansas its
first lead of the game with a
3-pointer and 12:04 left in the
game. But Tech rallied back to
outscore Arkansas 27-12 in the
final nine minutes of the game.
This was the final non-conference
game of the year before starting Big
12 Conference play against No.
8 Texas at 2 p.m. Jan. 10 in the
United Spirit Arena.

Dec. 29, Lubbock
UCLA 62
Texas Tech 72

Probably one of the more im-
pressive non-conference victories
for Tech, the Lady Raiders defeat-
edaUCLA team atop the Pac-10
Conference at the time and off to
its best start in 28 years. In a
game that went back and
forth, Tech overcame a =
14-point deficit to grab
the win. To go along

with nine assists, Maria Moore tied
her career-high of 18 points, which

she reached in Tech’s win against
UNLV earlier in the season.
Mallard scored 11 points,
all in the second half, to
push the Lady Raiders
to the win. This game
was in front of the
largest home crowd of

the season at 10,137.

Dec. 20, Lubbock
Sacramento State 46
Texas Tech 83

A season-best 57.9 percent from
the field brought the Lady Raid-
ers the win against Sacramento

. State, who did not score its first
% basket until the 15:38 mark in
the first half. All 11 of Tech’s
players scored in this game, led
*_ by Seals’ 12 points and 10
" rebounds. It was
% the first time
.. this season

Lady Raider recaps from the break

scored against an opponent in a
game. Behind Seals performance,

Mallard also had 12 points with 10

rebounds.

Dec. 18, Lubbock
Prairie View A&M 55
Texas Tech 72

Thanks to Dominic Seals earn-
ing her fourth double-double of the
season, Tech rebounded for a win.
She scored 22 points and grabbed 14
rebounds with 11 boards coming in
the second half. The Lady Panthers
led for most of the first half as Tech
went into halftime with a 32-29
lead. Tech turned a small lead into
a big one when a Seals basket gave
the Lady Raiders a 72-51 lead with
1:41 left in the game. This would be
the first of four-straight home games
to end non-conference play for the

Lady Raiders.

Dec. 13, Albuquerque, N.M.
Texas Tech 75
New Mexico 63

The Lady Raiders only
shot 28 percent from the field
on 16-0f-57 shooting in the
loss to New Mexico. Moore led
the team with 11 points
on the night. The
Lobos also had 48
rebounds on the
night compared
to Tech’s 38.
New Mexico’s
Amy Beg-
gin had a
game-high
i 27 points.
% The win
was New
Mexico’s
ninth on
the year
and Tech fell
to 5-4.
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TUTORS

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

A+ TUTORING and testsprep packets: Blaw, pols,
finance, math, Physics, Chemistry, Engineering,
etc. testsprep.com. 806-239-9683.

HELP WANTED

NANNY NEEDED to pick up my two kids from
school at 2:45 and keep until around 5, M-Th.
Must love kids and be reliable. Call (806)786-3277.

NOW HIRING: servers, greeters, deli help, line
cooks and bussers. Apply in person. M-F, 2-4pm.
Stella’s 50th and Utica.

ALLIED HEALTH major needed for male patient in
private home setting. Excellent opportunity for ex-
perience in field of health care. 795-7495.

BABYSITTER NEEDED for two children ages 5
and 8. Will be needed from 2:30 until evenings on
weekdays. Must be responsible. Please call (325)-
812-3395 or email at searsj_99@yahoo.com.

BAR PM now hiring position for kitchen staff and
door staff. Apply at 1211 University.

BEST COLLEGE JOB

Apply in store or online at

www.getasupertan.com.

SuperTan 3 locations in Lubbock. 82nd & Univer-
sity, 82nd & Slide or 4th & Slide Road.

EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP. Eam up to $150 per day
being a mystery shopper. No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791.

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS now hiring for cus-
tomer service/production/delivery. Apply at 8215
University Ave.

EMPLOYMENT: PART time Gymnastic teacher.
Call 795-0481 for interview.

FEDEX GROUND hiring part time package han-
dlers. Starting pay $9.50/hr. $1500/year tuition as-
sistance available. 3:30-8a.m. Tuesday - Saturday.
Apply at 8214 Ash Ave (SE corner of Central
Freight).

HIRING NOW, Texas Creek Grill, 6012 82nd. Ap-
ply in person for greeter, wait staff or kitchen staff.

HOMETRUST MORTGAGE

Immediate opening available for Mortgage Lending
Assistant. Works closely with Senior Loan Officer to
take and process loan applications and work

with customers to get their loans closed in a timely
manner. Positionjs part-time 25-30 hours a week
M-F. Will work around class schedules. Pre-

fer a Sophomore or Junior business major.
Excellent resume builder or position could lead to
permanent employment upon graduation. Please
email resume to sscott@hometrust.com if inter-
ested. Good opportunity to learn about mortgage
banking/finance.

LOOKING FOR A FUN JOB
working with kids? YWCA now hiring to start Jan-
uary 5th for after school positions. M-F. 2:45 to 6
PM. Apply now at 35th & Flint, or call Carolyn at
806-792-2723.

MOTIVATED INDIVIDUALS NEEDED
Earn extra money delivering the new Names and
Numbers Lubbock area telephone directories.
Working as an independent contractor during your
available daylight hours. Must be at least 18 years
old with valid drivers license and proof of
insurance. A great way to eamn extra money for
yourself, family or locally sponsored organization.

If interested call 1-877-878-9445
or email: tntenterprises07@yahoo.com.

PART-TIME Nanny wanted. Doc student needs
help taking care of 3 month old. Light houseclean-
ing @ $9/hour. Flexible Hours. E-mail resume to
bethann2009@yahoo.com.

GARAGE APARTMENT. Near Tech on 16th.
Quiet, clean, gas heat, upstairs, large closet,
fenced, off-street parking. $350/month. Available
Now. 806-773-9423; 806-789-1369.

ONE PERSON only. All bills paid. $485. Very nice
efficiency. Polished oak floors. Manicured lawn
kept. No pets. 2301 18th. 765-7182.

3 BEDROOM house. 1 block Tech. Central heat re-
frigerated air. No pets. Washer/dryer. $950/month.
Bills paid. 792-3118.

3 BEDROOM

Wood floors, W/D, Close to Tech. C H/A. 789-6001.
747-3083. JPete66201@aol.com.

RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUAL needed to help with a
busy family. ~ Cleaning/laundry/errands and odd
jobs. No babysitting. 20 hours/week but flexible.
$8.50/hour. Please send resume to:
vampirenurse@aol.com.  Please include refer-
ences.

STUDENT NEEDED as a part time assistant in a
physical therapy position for male patient in private
home. Training will be provided. Excellent oppor-
tunity for experience in field of health care. 795-
7495."

STUDENT OPINIONS NEEDED! We pay up to
$75 per online survey. CashToSpend.com.

TAS MONTESSORI School is seeking a FT/PT
teacher’s assistant. Applicants with child develop-
ment background will be preferred.Please email
your resume at tasmontessori@yahoo.com or call
806-783-0054 to set up an appointment.

1 BEDROOM, 1 bath. Stove, refrigerator, W/D con-
nections. $550/month. 2403 Akron. In Tech Ter-
race. Call Castle Property Management 806-783-
3040.

1 BEDROOM
New capet, C HA WD. 7896001,
747-3083, JPete66201@zol.com.

2 BEDROOM
New capet, WD, C HA,  789-6001:

747-3083. JPete66201@aol.com.

2215 14TH Rear. Remodeled 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath.
Hardwood floors. Close to Tech $325. 543-4223.

3-1 Convenient to Tech, W/D connections. Central
H/A. New carpet. $750 Month. 806-241-2227.

3/2 29TH and Ave V. 1917 sq ft. W/D connection,
dishwasher, central H/A. $950.00 mo. 806-241-
2221.

3/2 PERFECT for roommates! Only 2 years old.
$995/month. 4807 37th. Call Castle Property Man-
agement 806-783-3040.

3/2 UPDATED! Close to campus! $1050/month.
3411 25th. Call Castle Property Management
783-3040.

4]2. OFF street parking. 2 blocks from Tech. Hard-
wood floors. Fireplace. $1250. 790-5001.

5834 7TH. 3/2/2. Central H/A. WID connection. Se-
curity gate. $850 per month. 806-783-3040.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Just spent your last stash of cash on your moms5 holiday gift? Already dreaming about
warmer weather but your swim suit is looking a little shabby and your flip flops are out
of tread? Well, Spring Break is coming up quicker than you think and you're gonna
need a few extra dollars if you really want to be a player! What better opportunity
could you have to earn money in a fun, flexible environment and fatten up that wallet?

s TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY :
;;i.‘i Hospitality Services

Division of Stadent Affairs & Boroflment Management

Come join Hospitality Services’ award winning team!

Call 806742 ]360 or visit

www. hospitality.ttu.edu for more information.

AFFORDABLE

We have some wonderful 1, 2 & 3 bedroom homes
in quite residential areas close to the campus. Nice
appliances & lovely yards. Move in today! For
photo, info & appointment to view see Ann or B. J.
at 4211 34th afternoons 1-5 or call 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE
1 bedroom garage apartment. Appliances. Private
parking. 4 blocks off campus. $310. Call Ann or B.
J. 795-2011.

USED PSYCHOLOGY 1300 text from inquiry to un-
derstanding. $55 OBO. Steve 796-1413, 742-3145
ext. 278.

CLOTHING/JEWELRY

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth-
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister,

Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys &
girls. 806-777-8622.

AFFORDABLE
Large 1 bedroom brick house. 2 baths. 2 living ar-
eas. Move in today. Near 26th & Boston. Hard-
wood floors. Appliances. Yard. $425. Call Ann or
B. J. at 795-2011.

AFFORDABLE

Wow! Close to campus. Nice 3 bedroom brick
home. 2 Bath. Lovely decor. Appliances. Large
fenced yard. $555/mo. Call Ann or B. J. at 795-
2011.

CLOSE TO CAMPUS.

2420 39th Street. 2bd, 2ba, 2LR, and dining. Con-
tact Will 432/553-9527.

HALF BLOCK Tech. Small, remodeled garage
type efficiency apartment. No pets. Parking. Seri-
ous Students only. A/C. $335/month, utilities paid.
792-3118.

LARGE KITCHEN w/bar. 3/1.5/1. Dining, appli-
ances, WID, nice backyard. 2406-38th. 470-9217.
Update in progress. Come see. Available 1-11-09.
$1050.

LOOKING TO 2 students who will be here 2 - 3
years. 2/1 brick house 3 blocks from Tech.  Hard-
wood floors. $850/mo. 762-6302.

NEWER! 3/3/2 duplex with yard. Only one left.
308B North Chicago. $795/month. Call Castle Prop-
erty Management 806-783-3040.

FOR SALE

00-ZERO ACHES-new visco memory foam mat-
tress set. In plastic $375. 806-438-0081.

ALL LEATHER couch & loveseat, with coffee table.
Brand new. $625. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW queen pillow top mattress set. In
plastic. Warranty. $129. 806-549-3110.

CERAMIC TILE dinette set and chairs, Brand new.
Medium brown. $260. 806-549-3110.

COMPLETE BEDROOM suite. Merlot ﬁnish-bed,
dresser, mirror, nightstand, List $2190. Sell $799.
806-549-3110.

DINETTE TABLE & 4 chairs. Never used or un-
boxed. Can deliver, $170. 806-549-3110.

KING PILLOW TOP mattress and box spring, New
from mfg. Can deliver. $250. 806-549-3110.

. NEW DOUBLE pillow top mattress set. $115. Twin

mattress set. $99. New. Warranty. 806-438-0081.

MISCELLANEOUS

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus expense. Non/smoker, ages
SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0. Contact:
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jewerly, coins, watches, etc.
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653,
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women.
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

ROOMMATES

2 ROOMMATES needed ASAP $300/mo., all bills
included. 4/2/1 Cantibury Pointe. Approximately 3
miles from campus. Justin (281) 455-6654.

2705 37TH. Roommate needed in 3/2 house!
$400/month, bills paid. Call Castle Property Man-
agement 806-783-3040.

TWO ROOMMATES needed 3/2 fully furnished
(bedroom furniture optional). Nice home w/ yard.
Cable wireless int. $425 all bills paid (830-249-

—SERVICES

$5 OFF at Texas Creek Grill. 6012 82nd. Just
mention this ad.

AVENUE U Storage.. 5x10 $19. No fees, no de-
posits. Free trailer use. 222 North Avenue U. 763-
5630 www.aveuselfstorage.com.

CLEAN BY DESIGN!

Moving in or out BPS will clean so you don't have
to. Get your deposit back or call to get on a regular
cleaning schedule. We do the Cottages and other
great cleaning projects. Great cleaners to improve
your health and surroundings. We Clean Green!
www.MakeReadySpecials.com/866-550-2763.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95.
Cell 781-2931. More Information
www.LubbockClass.com.

19-29

NEW!!-MICRO suede sofa, loveseat, 3 piece table
set. Lifetime warranty. Can deliver. $525. 806-549-
3110.

OLD WEST wood & iron bedstead. Heavy! Boxed.
$250. Can deliver. 806-549-3110.

PECAN FINISH Bedroom suite. 5 piece, complete.
Still boxed. $450, 806-438-0081.

TRAVEL

BAHAMA SPRING BREAK SALE!
$200 Sale! Includes Round trip Cruise, 4 Nights
Beach front Hotel, Meals & #1 Parties! Text Mes-
sage: SPRINGBREAK to 313131 to redeem sale!

- Limited Space, Book Now! 1-877-997-8747

www.XtremeTrips.com.


http://WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM
http://www.dailytoreador.com
mailto:dawn.zuerker@ttu.edu
mailto:searsj_99@yahoo.com
http://www.getasupertan.com
mailto:sscott@hometrust.com
mailto:tntenterprises07@yahoo.com
mailto:bethann2009@yahoo.com
mailto:vampirenurse@aol.com
mailto:tasmontessori@yahoo.com
mailto:JPete66201@aol.com
mailto:JPete66201@aol.com
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End of season dampens historic Tech foothall season

By ALEX YBARRA

Manacing EpiTor

After a string of convincing wins and
sitting atop the college football world for a
short while, the Red Raiders lost their swag-
ger somewhere in between a bye week and
the 65-21 loss to Oklahoma, better known
as the nightmare in Norman, Okla. Look-
ing back, Tech defensive coordinator Ruffin
McNeill said he was unsure if the bye week,
although Oklahoma had one too, was more
beneficial than harmful.

“The week off I thought helped, but
I don’t know if it helped or not,” he said.
“After the Oklahoma State game, at the
time you think it was a good idea, but
maybe it wasn't. We had momentum. We
were playing at a high level and then we
did have the week off, and I thought it was
in the perfect spot.”

After that, Tech’s season was never the
same. First came the surprising comeback
35.28 victory against Baylor in Lubbock,
then Tech missed out on the Bowl Champi-

onship Series party while quarterback Gra-
ham Harrell felt the same exclusion from

that would be the case.
“The thing is if we were that way,

* then we need to doa better job coaching,

because that would mean we didn’t reach

them as coaches,” he said. “Because if you

the Heisman Tro- = can’t get excited
phy presentation 7 about playing
“’Nfa‘;’t;":t‘e 5 v..f you can’t get 8let£‘4‘ss . thle
; - otton Bowl,
appointing 47-34 excited aboutpldymg you shouldn’t
loss to Ole Miss in S¥a playfootball. You
B s Ole Miss in the Airdr v e
Bowl Classic in Cotton Bowl, you thing else.
Dallas served as “I would as-

a question mark
rather than an ex-
clamation point

shouldn’t play football.
You should do

sume drop off a
plane, just have
a parachute, ex-

to Tech’s best Something elsewg ; treme skiing may
;egson i\}n(/}S,ChEOl MIKE LEACH be one. How the

e e g TEXAS TECH HEAD COACH hell can you not
the players wished get excited about
they were some- playing these jok-

where else other than the Cotton Bowl will
remain unknown, but after the game Tech
coach Mike Leach could not figure out how

ers, you know?”
However, Leach gave the question
some consideration, saying he hoped his

team did not “respond to some level of
self-fulfilling prophecy

“I hope not,” he said. “But in thls day
and age with way too much information
instead of too little, maybe not. But as I go
through my postmortem on how to improve
and preparing for a bowl; that’s going to be
certainly an issue I'll consider.”

With the loss, the irony is difficult to
ignore. In 2004, the No. 4 Cal Golden
Bears, at 10-1, were not exactly ecstatic
about being invited to the Holiday Bowl to
playa 7-4 Red Raider squad. They expected
to play in the Rose Bowl, but quarterback
Vince Young and the Texas Longhorns
trumped the traditional Pac-10 Conference
and Big-10 conference pairing by sneaking
in at the last second. Cal’s quarterback
at the time, Aaron Rodgers, showed his
frustration by calling Texas coach Mack
Brown “a little classless” when he pleaded
for poll votes. In a similar showing of frus-
tration, Tech receiver Michael Crabtree
said he “was not feeling” the Cotton Bowl
at one point.

PHOTO BY RUBEN CATlLLO/The Daily Tore
"TEXAS TECH ERIC Morris gets tackled by Ole’ Miss’s safety Johnny

Brown Friday in the Cotton Bowl Classic held at the Cotton Bowl Sta-

dium in Dallas.

So both Tech and Cal were teams who
could have been in better bowl games
because of near perfect regular seasons, but
eventually, neither team could prove it on
a national stage. -

“I really don’t think we overlooked

anything, and that we were disappointed
in not going to the BCS or anything like
that,” Tech receiver Eric Morris said. “We
were ready to play. They came out. Myhat’s
off to Ole Miss.” ,
»»daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Kissiar-Knight replaces Todd as Tech’s new volleyball coach, excited for new challenge

By ADAM COLEMAN

Sports Epitor

In West Plains, Mo., Trish Kissiar-
Knight has a street named in her honor,
something most volleyball coaches prob-
ably don't have.

To get that kind of recognition as
Texas Tech’s new volleyball coach, Kis-
siar-Knight will have to take the program
from a losing to winning culture.

Easier said than done.

Kissiar-Knight was named the sixth
Tech volleyball coach Dec. 23. She
inherits a Red Raider volleyball team
coming off its worst season in school
history at 5-26 overall and 0-20 in Big
12 Conference play.

Kissiar-Knight said she is well aware
of the challenge ahead of her, considering
that rebuilding volleyball programs are a

specialty of hers.

“I’s one of those things where every
jobI've ever taken has beena challenge,”
she said. “Obviously, I'm
gonna have to build one
there too: I'm one of those
people who never hide from
competition. I kinda just
get into the fact that, ‘Yeah,
we're the underdog, a little
bit of building to do.” It's
such a great challenge and
I look forward to that.”

Kissiar-Knight's history
of turning around programs goes back to
her coaching days at'West Plains High
School, where she won four consecutive
Class 4A state championships in 13
years. The season before she started, the
team was 1-12. In her first season, the
team went 12-2.

KISSIAR-KNIGHT

She went on to start the volleyball
program at Missouri State-West Plains
in 1993 and turned it into one of the top
junior college programs in
the nation. In her 15-year
tenure there, she compiled
a645-156-3 record, leading
the Grizzlies to 11 NJCAA
Tournament appearances.
She had her team in the
championship game in the
2002 and 2003 seasons.
After winning a regional
championship in 1999, her
team successfully defended that title
for nine years. She also has coached 23
NJCAA All-Americans.

She has 12 Region 16 Coach of the
Year awards, an NJCAA Volleyball
Coaches Hall of Fame and a Missouri
Sports Hall of Fame induction on her

tesume.

Kissiar-Knight has served as the
program director for the Junior Olympics
volleyball team, taught physical educa-
tion at Missouri State-West Plains, and
was named Citizen of the Year in 2001 by
the Greater West Plains Area Chamber
of Commerce.

Even with all the success, Kissiar-
Knight has never coached a Division-1
team or at the Division-I level.

She has coached against Division-I
programs and her 28 years of experience
is something Tech Athletic Director
Gerald Myers said was too much to
pass up.

“She’s been a junior college coach,
but I think her record speaks for itself,”
said Myers, who declined to reveal the
other coaching candidates. “She’s just
been one of the top women'’s volleyball

coaches for a long time. We did have
a national search. We had four really
quality coaches — four good coaches. 1
thought any one would've been a good
coach, but we felt Trish was the best fit
for Texas Tech.”

Tech’s former coach, Nancy Todd,
stepped down Dec. 1. Her assistant
coaches, Mike Moffitt and Beth Karasek

are no longer on staff.

Terry Gamble, who referred Kissiar-
Knight to Myers, will join Teeh’s staff as
an assistant coach. Gamble is the former
head coach of Jowa Western, also an
NJCAA team. He will bring his assistant
coach Becky Verespej, whose volleyball
career includes playing at Aquinas Col-
lege in Grand Rapids, MI. There she
was team captain and named to the All-
Conference team for two seasons.

Kissiar-Knight said her and Gamble

already are on campus and hope to meet
the team members soon. She said she has
talked to some players over the holiday
break, such as All-Big 12 Conference
Freshman selection Amanda Dowdy.

Players were not available for com-
ment at press time.

Kissiar-Knight will attempt to rebuild
a program that has had seven-straight
losing seasons. A difficult task in the
Big 12, which boasts perennial pow-
erhouses such as Nebraska, Texas and
Kansas State.

“It takes a lot of work,” she said. “I'm
used to working hard. My dad taught me
how to work hard. 've always had a great
work ethic, and I think you just have to
outwork the other people. It takesalittle
luck along the way maybe too, but you
definitely got to outwork them.”
»»adam.coleman@ttu.edu
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