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OBAMA WINS
Barack Obama projected to be 44th  U .S . president

(INBRIEF)
STATE
McCain's Texas win 
shows state still GOP

A U STIN  (A P) —  Even in an 
election where “change” was the 
operative word, Texans showed 
the Lone Star State is still very 
much a Republican stronghold 
both in presidential politics and 
further down the ballot.

A lthough Dem ocrat Barack 
Obama became the nation’s first 
black president in a resounding 
victory. Republican Sen. John M c
Cain easily won Texas’ 34 electoral 
votes Tuesday, continuing a string 
of G O P victories going back three 
decades.

NATION
Investors anticipate 
yearend rally in market

NEW  YORK (AP) —  Investors 
believing that Wall Street is on the 
verge of a yearend rally piled into 
the market Tuesday, brushing off 
more weak economic data while 
they scarfed up stocks and propelled 
the Dow Jones industrials up 300 
points to its highest close in four 
weeks. Stocks appeared set to hold 
on to their gains following word that 
Barack Obama had been elected 
president.

It was the biggest Election Day 
rally ever for the Dow, which rose 
3.28 percent and topped the 1.2 
percent gain seen in 1984 when 
Ronald Reagan defeated W alter 
Mondale. Prior to 1980, the market 
was closed on Election Day.

WORLD
I s r a e l  l a u n c h e s  
a irs tr ik e  on Gaza

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
—  Israel launched an airstrike on 
Gaza early Wednesday after its 
troops clashed with Hamas militants 
who fired mortars into Israel, leav
ing six Palestinians dead. It was the 
first battle since a June truce mostly 
quieted violence in the volatile 
territory.

The Israeli army said the clashes 
erupted late Tuesday after its forces 
uncovered a tunnel in central Gaza 
that militants planned to use to ab
duct Israeli soldiers. It said a special 
army unit headed to the area to 
destroy the tunnel. One Palestin- 
îan was killed in fierce gunbattles 
that ensued.

DEATH TOLL

4 190
U.S. m ilitary deaths in 

Iraq since fighting began
SOURCE: Associated Press, coniirmed by the Department of Defense
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By DAVID ESPO
T he A ssociated P ress

W A SH IN GTO N  (A P) —  Ba
rack Obama swept to victory as 
the nation’s first black president 
Tuesday n igh t in an e lec to ra l 
college landslide that overcame 
racial barriers as old as America 
itself. “C hange has com e,” he 
told to a huge throng of jubilant 
supporters.

The son of a black father from 
Kenya and a white mother from 
Kansas, the Democratic senator 
from Illinois sealed his historic 
triumph by defeating Republican 
Sen. John M cCain in a string of 
wins in hard-fought battleground 
states —  Ohio, Florida, Virginia, 
Iowa and more.

O n  a n igh t for D em ocrats 
to savor, they not only elected

Obama the nation’s 44th  president 
but padded their majorities in the 
House and Senate, and come January 
will control both the W hite House 
and Congress for the first time sinci 
1994.

Obama’s election capped a mete
oric rise —  from mere state senator to 
president-elect in four years.

In his first speech as victor, to 
thousands at Grant Park in his home 
town of Chicago, Obama catalogued 
the challenges ahead. “The greatest 
of a lifetime,” he said, “two wars, a 
planet in peril, the worst financial 
crisis in a century.”

He added, “There are many who 
won’t agree with every decision or 
policy I make as president, and we 
know that government can’t solve 
every problem. But I will always

OBAMA continued on page 6
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I Too close 
to call

Lubbock County Democrats 
celebrate President-elect Obama

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador 

LUBBOCK RESIDENTS AT the Democratic election watch party celebrate after CNN  
announced Barack Obama as the nation’s next president, Tuesday at the Baker 
Building.

ByJONVANDERLAAN
Staff W riter

Lubbock Democrats were running and 
yelling at about 10 p.m. outside the Baker 
Building on 13 th Street, proclaiming Barack 
Obama as the projected next president of the 
United States.

A lthough Obam a received about 30 
percent of the Lubbock County vote, the 
president-elect received about 52 percent of 
the national popular vote by press time Tues
day, according to The Associated Press.

Pam Brink, the Lubbock County Demo
crat Party chairwoman, said Obama’s style, 
temperament and intellect were some things 
the country would be able to look forward to 
during his presidency.

“I also expect him  to (fix problems), 
whether it’s a little expedient or not,” she 
said. “He’s very good at articulating what 
people need to be patient with and what 
people need to do.”

O ne D em ocratic candidate for local, 
state and national e lection s —  G ilbert 
Flores for County Commissioner Precinct 
3 was winning in Lubbock County at press 
time. Brink said despite the overwhelmingly 
Republican vote in Lubbock, she believes 
Texas is becoming a more “pinkish” state 
and would become a blue state in the next 
two election cycles.

In the first part of the president-elect’s 
term, he will attempt to shift the emphasis 
overseas to Afghanistan instead of Iraq, she 
said, which will work because Obama has 
more foreign experience than any other can
didate for president since former President 
George H.W. Bush.

People must be p atien t for changes 
to com e. Brink said, because no simple 
answers are available to the problems the 
nation faces, including financial and military

DEMOCRATS continued on page 6

Lubbock County Republicans 
celebrate local election victories

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador 

REPUBLICAN PARTY SUPPORTERS celebrate local victories Tuesday evening in the 
Tao Development building, while lamenting McCain’s projected loss.

By MIKE GRAHAM
Staff W riter

Lubbock area Republicans were upbeat 
as Republicans carried local elections but 
expressed concerns as Barack Obama was 
projected to win the presidency Tuesday eve
ning at a Republican watch party in the Tao 
Development building.

Republican incumbent Sen. John Com yn 
led D em ocratic challenger R ick  Noriega 
(D-Houston) about 55 percent to 43 percent 
as of midnight with 90 percent of Texas pre
cincts reporting, according to The Associated 
Press.

Chris Winn, the Lubbock County Republi
can Party chairman, said all local Republican

candidates were projected to win their respec
tive elections except for county commissioner 
hopeful Frank Gutierrez who was projected to 
lose to Democrat Gilbert Flores.

“Realistically, with all the other elections, 
we’ve passed with flying colors,” W inn said. 
“T his is a true testam ent to W est Texan 
Republican values. W e’re faith-based, family- 
oriented, fiscally responsible, for limited gov
ernment and for individual rights. Those ideals 
passed through with flying colors.”

W inn said two-thjrds of voters in Lubbock 
voted for Republican candidates.

“W e’re here to celebrate the hard work of 
our volunteers and our candidates put in over

REPUBUCANS continued on page 6
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Broken bleachers at football 
games common, not expensive

By MIKE GRAHAM
Staff W riter

Texas Tech football fans may have 
noticed several bleachers hoisted by 
fans in the student sections after Tech 
receiver Michael Crabtree scored the 
game-winning touchdown Saturday 
night with one second remaining in 
the game against then-ranked No. 
1 Texas.

Chris Cook, the associate ath
letic director for media relations, said 
broken bleachers are a regular occur
rence at Tech football games.

“Students stand on and jump 
up and down on the bleachers,” he 
said. “The sheer weight of students 
jumping up and down on the bleach
ers causes brackets th at con n ect 
the bleacher to the concrete floor 
to break. (T he bleachers are) very 
secure but it’s going to give with the 
weight put on them when students 
jump on them.”

Cook said he did not know how 
many b leach ers  broke Saturday 
but broken bleachers are not a big 
problem.

“Students just pass them back irito 
the concourse sections and facilities 
management repair them after the 
game well in advance of next game’s 
kickoff,” he said.

Cook said it is not expensive to 
repair the bleachers and does not 
take very long to have the bleachers

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The Daily Toreador 

LLOYD WEIMER AND Chuck Long from the physical plant work on 
fixing benches in the student section to prepare for this weekend’s game 
against OSU at AT&T Jones Stadium Monday.

reinstalled in the stadium.
“It happens, we fix them and play 

the next game,” he said. “The only 
thing we have to pay for is the costs 
of brackets, bolts and nuts. Our staff 
is on salary. The bleacher itself does 
not break, it’s just the bracket.” 

Stadium officials cannot do much 
to deter students from standing on 
the bleachers. Cook said.

“You really can’t control it,” he 
said. “It’s like at a concert where if 
one person in front of you stands 
up, you have to stand up to see. It 
becom es a domino effect. Thou- 

, sands upon thousands stand on the

bleachers so there’s really no way to 
police it.”

Cook said the reason it seems only 
student section bleachers break is 
because other fans sitting in bleacher 
seats in different sections stand on 
the concrete floor instead of on the 
bleachers.

“Students stand up and jump up 
and down on the bleachers, providing 
excellent support for our team,” he 
said. “But other people around the 
stadium stand on the concrete and 
don’t put the same amount of stress 
on their bleachers.” 
> ^ michael.graham@ttu.edu

Around the world, US vote sparks buzz for change
BERLIN (AP) — Throngs packed 

plazas and pubs around the world to 
await U .S. elections results Tuesday, 
many inspired by Barack Obam a’s 
promise of change amid a sense of re
lief that— no matter who wins —  the 
W hite House is changing hands.

As millions of American voters 
decided betw een Obam a or John  
M cCain, the world was abuzz, ready 
to bear witness to a moment of history 
that would reverberate well beyond 
American borders.

“America is electing a new presi
dent, but for the Germans, for Euro
peans, it is electing the next world 
leader,” said Alexander Rahr, director 
of the German Council on Foreign 
Relations.

L ate  n ig h t p ro je c tio n s  gave 
Obama a lead in electoral votes over 
McCain, and many around the world 
grabbed the news —  despite the mil
lions of votes still to be counted —  as 
a sign that the United States was on 
the verge of a historic tumingpoint, 
politically and socially.

“My image of America used to be 
a country run by the white people, 
but now it’s changing,” said 65-year- 
old taxidriver Kenji Doi, an Obama

supporter, as he listened to a radio 
broadcast on the vote early Wednes
day in Tokyo.

In  K enya, O bam a’s ancestral 
homeland, the atmosphere was elec
tric with pride and excitem ent as 
people flocked to all-night parties to 
watch election results roll in.

“I’m not tired even, though I have 
been watching the results through the 
night,” Josiah Otupa, 30, said early 
Wednesday in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi. “Our man is in the lead but 
we are still praying hard.”

T h e Irish village of Moneygall 
was also trying to claim Obama as 
a favorite son —  based on research 
that concluded the candidate’s great- 
great-great grandfather, Joseph Kear
ney, lived there before emigrating to 
the United States.

A t M oneygall’s Hayes Bar, an 
American flag fluttered outside win
dow Tuesday and local band Hardy 
Drew and the Nancy Boys played 
their rousing folk song “There’s No 
One as Irish as Barack Obam a.” 

“W e ’re n o t going to  go mad 
with the drink,” said O llie Hayes, 
who runs the pub. “W e just want 
to show Barack that we appreciate
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he’s from here.”
Longtime M cCain supporter Kay 

Angelis described it as “a bit lonely 
and a bit odd” being a Republican in 
France. But being in the clear minor
ity at an election night party in Paris 
swarming with Obama supporters 
didn’t dent her enthusiasm.

“I appreciate experience ... And 
I think A m erican voters do too ,” 
the 85-year-old said. She lamented 
Obama’s “whirlwindy” campaign and 
lack of foreign policy heft and warned 
that whoever wins will “inherit many 
global conflicts —  and enemies.”

Scores of U .S . voters living in 
the M exican state of Baja California 
crossed the border to cast their vote, 
including Roberto Chavez, 32, an 
engineer who has dual citizenship.

“Usually I only vote in Mexican 
elections because I live here, but I’m 
going to vote in this election because 
I want Obama to win,” he said.

In Germany, where more than 
200,000 people flocked to see Obama 
this summer as he burnished his 
foreign policy credentials during a 
trip to the Middle East and Europe, 
the election dominated television 
ticker crawls, newspaper headlines 
and Web sites.

A t an underground aquarium near 
the Eiffel Tower in Paris, boisterous 
Democrats and scattered Republicans 
shared tortilla chips and Cointreau 
cocktails, waiting for the results.

Raiderville known 
as safe community

By M A H  COBB
Staff W riter

Raiderville has the reputation 
of being a relatively safe com 
munity.

As Texas Tech students camp 
outside Jones A T & T  Stadium in 
anticipation for this weekend’s 
football game against Oklahoma 
S ta te  U niversity , th e  issue of 
safety may not be on the forefront 
of many campers’ minds.

Despite several items being 
reported stolen from the camping 
site during T ech ’s game against 
the U niversity of Texas, many 
students at Raiderville said they 
are not worried about their be
longing’s safety.

Casey Stanford, a sophomore 
landscape architecture major, said 
he has camped out for four foot
ball games, and he nor his fellow 
campers have had any of their 
personal belongings stolen.

Som etim es people will bor
row chairs or

PHOTO BY COLEMAN MOREFIELD/The Daily Toreador 

A  TELEVISION SITS among the tents of Raiderville Tuesday outside 
of Clifford and Audrey Jones At& t Stadium.

o th e r  sm all 
items without 
asking permis
sion, but they 
a lw a y s  g e t  
returned , he 
said.

T h e  com 
munity system 
is a big part
of Raiderville, ________________
Stanford said.
Everybody makes friends w ith 
their neighbors, so there always 
is som eone to w atch over the 
belongings.

Raiderville must be torn down 
on game day, so there are no items 
left unattended during game time, 
he said. Everyone either takes

their personal belongings home, or 
they store them in cars and trucks 
during the game.

“W e have, to pack everything 
up by 6 a.m. the day of the game,” 
Stanford said. “By 3 o’clock there 

wasn’t anything 
out here. There 
w a s n ’ t la w n  
chairs —  noth
ing at all.” 

People who 
reside at Raider
ville abide to an 
h o n o r system , 
said K atie Kel- 
lagher, a junior 

_________________  at Tech. Every
one just respects 

each other’s belongings.
“If you don’t mess with anyone 

else’s stuff, you should be fine,” she 
said.

Kellagher said blankets and pil
lows were the only items she has ever 
heard were stolen from the campsite. 
People need to remember to keep

ou dont mess with 
anyone elses stuff, 

you should be fine^

KATIE KELLAGHER
TEXAS TECH JUNIOR

their expensive items out of site.
C ol. Gordon Hoffman, deputy 

chief of the Tech Police Department, 
said it is up to the students to protect 
their personal belongings.

“You should leave somebody be
hind or store your stuff in safe place 
that can’t easily be seen,” he said.

Electronics should be stored in 
tents when they are not in use, Hoff
man said, and it is important make 
sure that personal items are never 
left unattended. Students should 
find somebody to watch over their 
belongings whenever they have to 
attend class, or. when they go get a 
bite to eat.

Tech police patrol cars also are 
making frequent trips to the camp
site, he said. They are monitoring 
Raiderville to make sure everybody 
remains safe.

S tu d en ts should c o n ta c t the 
Tech police department if there are 
any problems at Raiderville, Hoff
man said.
>#^matthew.cobb^u.edu

Tech Police: Rushing the field not acceptable
ByJONVANDERLAAN

Staff W riter

The Texas Tech Police Depart
ment wanted to make one thing 
clear to Tech football fans; Don’t 
rush the field.

Chief Ron Seacrist of the Tech 
Police Department said, despite 
comments made Monday by Capt. 
G reg S teven s o f the Lubbock 
Police Department, fans are dis
couraged from rushing the field 
after football games and may face 
consequences from the university 
or the police department.

In  an in terv iew  w ith  The 
Daily Toreador Monday, Stevens 
said the Lubbock Police Depart
m ent did not have a problem  
with students rushing the field, 
as th at is a safer place to c e l

ebrate than in the city.
Besides the safety of fans, players 

and coaches are at risk when fans rush 
the field, Seacrist said, rushing the 
field also could result in an unsports
manlike conduct penalty according 
to Big 12 Conference rules.

If fans rush the field, he said, the 
priority of officers is to keep teams and 
coaches safe from the fans. Students 
also could be arrested or referred to 
the university for judicial action if 
they become destructive or threaten 
the safety of others around them.

The department will hire the same 
amount of extra law enforcem ent 
officers for the Tech vs. Oklahoma 
State game as they did for the Tech- 
University of Texas game, Seacrist 
said, and could make arrests depend
ing on the situation.

Although he said the department 
realistically will not be able to stop 
students from rushing the field, stu

dents do riot have permission to do 
so and the department does not want 
students on the field.

Seacrist said while the Lubbock 
Police Department plays a role in 
helping with game preparations, the 
department does not have authority 
over operations on the field.

No arrests were made on the field 
after the Tech-U T game Saturday.

Chris Cook, associate director 
of Tech  a th le tic  media relations, 
said while he hopes fans do not feel 
the urge to rush the field after a big 
football game, he wants them to be 
careful if they do.

In the event a field rush does oc
cur, Cook said, the top priority around 
the stadium is to ensure the safety of 
players, coaches and those working 
on the field.

Capt. Stevens was not immedi
ately available for comment. 
>$^jon.vanderiaan@ttu.edu

15 dead in Baghdad blasts, violence rising
B A G H D A D  (A P ) —  Bom bs 

exploded at a bus station  and a 
small market in Baghdad, killing 
15 people Tuesday in an increase in 
bloodshed in the Iraqi capital after 
a week of relative calm, police and 
hospital officials said.
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U .S. officials say attacks in Bagh
dad average about four a day —  
down nearly 90  percent from levels 
o f late 2 0 06 , when S h iite -S u n n i 
fighting was at its high point and 
just before the U .S . troop surge 
that helped bring down violence in 
the capital.

Tuesday’s blasts came a day after 
a series of bombings killed 10 people 
and wounded 40  more, underscoring 
the threat still posed by extremists.

O ther attacks also took place in 
Mosul, where violence has spiked in 
recent months.

In  Baghdad, a bom b h id den 
under a car blew up at a bus depot 
in the predominantly Shiite neigh
borhood of Mashtal on the east side, 
k illing  11 people, including two 
women. Twenty-one were wounded 
in the attack, authorities said.

In the northern Shiite-dom inat
ed district o f Q ahira, four people 
were killed and eight injured when 
a roadside bomb exploded near a 
market, police said.

A lso Tuesday, one person died 
when a roadside bomb in central 
Baghdad targeted the convoy of a 
Shiite  government official and for
mer member of the Iraqi Governing 
Council.

A hm ed Shiyaa al-Barak, who 
currently serves as the head of a 
government real estate commission, 
escaped without injury. Five of his 
guards and four bystanders were 
injured, police said.
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Rutgers students launch 
school-centered business

By ADRIAN ZAREBA
D aily Tarqum (R utgess)

W ith the stock market tumbling 
and the American financial structure in 
disarray, a group of Rutgers University 
students from Phi Beta Lambda, a busi- 
ness organization with approximately 
50 members, have managed to launch 
their own business, called RutgersYOU. 
com.

RutgersYOU.com President Eric 
Weinberg, a Rutgers College senior, and 
others launched RutgersYOU.com’s 
service this summer, offering customiz
able promotional products to student 
groups and organizations on campus.

“We were looking for a way to pro
mote leadership and professionalism to 
give us more hands-on business experi
ence,” said Matt Tuite, the director of 
Sales and Marketing for RutgersYOU. 
com.

Tuite, a School of Arts and S ci
ences sophomore, said he and others 
who launched RutgersYOU.com felt 
that the best way to do this w'ould be 
to actually run a business.

“We also felt that we w'ould be 
providing a valuable service to other 
student groups on campus because we 
can supply them with the products they 
need more conveniently and afford
ably,” he said.

But like all new businesses, Rut
gersYOU.com faced challenges from 
the start.

“There are just a lot of logistical

matters to attend to,” Tuite said. 
“For example, we had to come up 
with a catchy name. After that, we 
had to figure out a better way to get 
the word out about RutgersYOU. 
com. Among other things, we had to 
market aggressively at the Involve
ment Fair.”

Other students found out about 
the W eb site through word of 
mouth.

“I learned about it through my 
roommate who is an active member 
in [Phi Beta Lambda],” said Sean 
Lo, a School of Arts and Sciences 
sophomore.

Weinberg said the organization 
managed to delegate responsibilities 
to a group of five people who were 
interested in ensuring the project’s 
success.

“[Also] membership in [Phi Beta 
Lambda] compared to this time last 
year has grow'n tremendously, and 
more people are showing up at our 
meetings so I am confident that any 
future ‘problems’ are merely chal
lenges that we are certainly capable 
of overcoming,’’ he said.

In the half semester the organiza
tion has been operational, Rutger- 
sYOU.com has managed to become 
registered with the Trademark and 
Licensing Office, allowing the print
ing of the Rutgers name and logo. 
The organization has sold pens, cups, 
T-shirts and various other customiz
able promotional items.

Study: Ants like it salty, too
By JAMES PARKER

D aily Californian (U C -B erkeley)

It is common sense that flies are more 
attracted to honey than vinegar, but when 
it comes to ants, salt may be better bait 
than sugar.

In a new study published last week in 
the journal Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, researchers from 
UC Berkeley, the University of CHdahoma 
and the Univeisity of Arkansas at Litde 
Rock have discov̂ ered a correlation be
tween the inland distance of an ant adony 
and how attracted they were to salt.

“It’s a neat idea that something as 
simple as the amount of sodium that falls 
from the sky is going to have a noticeable 
impact on the most dominant insect on 
the planet,” said the study’s lead author 
Michael Kaspari, an associate professor 
and director of the graduate program in 
ecology and evolutionary biology at the 
University of Oklahoma.

To measure the ants’ response to salt 
and sucrose, vials and cotton balls with 
varying concentrations of the two com
pounds were placed together in locations 
at different distances from the coast. The 
researcliers measured the number of ants

that were led back to the sample from 
the colony.

The study, w'hich was completed 
throughout the past two years at 17 
locations in the United States, Costa 
Rica, Pern and Panama, demonstrates 
that the ants were most active be
tween 10 and 100 kilometers away 
from the coast, as indicated by their 
sucrose use.

Past 100 kilometers inland, where 
rainfall contains far less salt, the ants 
became more attracted to salt solutions 
than sucrose solutions, even when the 
salt levels were at lower concentra
tions.

“Right next to the ocean, the 
ants tended to ignore salt. Once you 
get 10 kilometers inland, they started 
to use salt,” Kaspari said. “By 1,000 
kilometers inland, they were recmit- 
ing to salt solutions of 0.01 percent. 
That’s almost pure distilled water widr 
a crumb of salt.”

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador 

EMMIE THOMAS, A freshman political science major from Hico throws a pie at Johnny Phan, a junior nutritional sciences major from Fort Worth, 
wearing a John McCain mask Tuesday near the free speech pavilion. The Filipino student association charged $1 to he pied while wearing presedential 
candidate masks.

Federal Communications Committee to probe pricing policies o f  cable, Verizon
PHILADELPHIA (A P) —  The 

Federal Communications Commis
sion has opened an investigation into 
the pricing policies of major cable 
operators and Verizon Communica
tions Inc.

The agency wants to ensure that 
customers are being treated fairly, FCC 
Chairman Kevin Martin said in an 
interview with The Associated Press.

“I’m certainly concerned with the 
increasing cable prices that consum
ers are facing,” Martin said. “They 
are getting less and being charged the 
same or more.”

The FC C wrote to Verizon and 
11 cable companies last month about 
their p ractice  o f m oving analog 
chamiels into digital tiers to free up 
bandwidth for other uses, such as 
high-defrnition channels.

To w atch channels that have 
been moved, subscribers to analog 
service must either subscribe to a more 
expensive digital tier, rent a digital 
set-top box or use an adapter, which

service providers are starting to offer 
for free.

The FC C ’s O ct. .30 letter went 
to Com cast Corp., Tim e W arner 
Cable Inc., Cox Communications 
Inc., Charter Commuriications Inc., 
Cablevision Systems Corp., Bright 
House Networks, Suddenlink Com
munications, Bend Cable Commu
nications, G C I Company, Harron

Entertainm ent, a unit of Harron 
Communications, RCN Corp. and 
Verizon. Verizon was included be
cause it offers pay-TV through its 
FiOS ser\dce.

Cable providers are in a race with 
satellite T V  and phone companies 
to offer the most high-definition 
channels. About half of the nation’s 
65 m illion cable households buy

only the analog basic or “enhanced 
basic” tiers.

The agency also will investigate 
whether providers are misleading 
customers into thinking that when 
analog television channels move to 
the digital tier of seiwice the shift is 
related to the federal government’s 
mandate that all broadcasts be digital 
by February, Martin said.
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To: Our nation's new President
D

ear Mr. President:
C on gratu lations on 

your historic win. It was a 
long, hard fought campaign, but you 
prevailed and won over the American 
people.

Now' you have a few months to 
formulate a game plan, and get the 
right people on board to tackle one 
'of the most challenging times in the 
history of the United States.

The economy is faltering, and we 
continue to be bogged down in a w'ar 
that should never have been declared. 
We have seen questionable legislation 
passed that infringes on the liberties of 
American citizens and allows harsh 
treatment of detainees.

In this hour, America truly needs 
new leadership. But w'e do not need 
leadership drat claims to be the solu
tion to all problems. No, we need 
leadership that reminds us that one 
man cannot and does not have the 
power to address all these issues, just 
as one man should not have the power 
to cause these problems.

We need leadership that reminds us 
of what made this country truly great 
and unique in its birth: the right of 
the people to govern themselves and

Shane
Nassiri

to elect representatives to speak the 
interests of their sovereign states.

We do not need a one-size-iits-all 
solution to the challenges we face, 
because more than likely, you will get 
it w'rong. It is this one-size approach 
that leads to the challenges we face 
today.

We need to be reminded that the 
government is not the savior of the 
economy, but interfering helps create 
these problems.

We need to be reminded that the 
Constitution was written not to limit 
the people, but to limit the power and 
excess of government in order to pro
tect people from government.

We need new regulation, it is true. 
We need regulations that prevent gov
ernment from passing legislation that 
interferes with the market by helping 
corporate special interests and putting 
the burden of risk on the taxpayer.

We need to be reminded that our 
freedoms do not come from the gov
ernment, but that the government can 
take our freedoms away if we are not 
careful to safeguard against it.

O ne of the w a ^  we are most 
threatened is through the loss of priva
tization and economic opportunity. 
As I once heard said, “True freedom is 
economic freedom.”

We need leadership that reasserts 
our position in the world as a friendly, 
peaceful nation, which provides op
portunity for its citizens. Nations were 
changed and democracy flourished 
when they saw the light of America 
shining bright. But it is not a light we 
can force on people. The best way to 
spread our ideals is to stand strong in 
them, and live them ever\' day within 
our borders.

We need a government that does 
provide for a strong national defense. 
Right now, we are vulnerable, because 
we have spread our forces around 
the world, leaving our own backyard 
unprotected. T he money spent to 
maintain this ineffective empire could 
be used for economic growth here at 
home.

We need to welcome a diverse

labor force that seeks opportunity. 
We do not need fences to shut out our 
neighbors, but we need opportunity 
created for all who seek betterment. 
We should reject trade agreements 
that keep the impoverished on the 
margins while stuffing the pockets of 
the already elite.

Mr. President, the best legacy you 
could create for yourself is not the 
one that will remember your name, 
but the one in which the generations 
to come can enjoy a prosperous and 
free society.

Will you be known as a powerful 
executive, advocating the power of the 
state or will you advocate the power of 
the people?

In short, will you lead a govern
ment of the people, by the people and 
for the people? Or will your govern
ment protect itself and corporate 
power?

As a citizen, and a student looking 
to the friture, please Mr. President, take 
the road less traveled.

■ Nassiri is a junior eiectronic 
media and communicatimi me- 
|or from Victoria. E-mail him at 
shane.nassiri@ttu.edu.

T h e etern al election  com es to  an end
By SEAN KiHRiDGE

Bkmm Herald (U. Wiscorsin)

Wh e n  I w ent to  my 
local polling station 
to vote, I brought a 

football w'ith me.
W hen  1 emerged from behind 

that curtain, my sense of dem oc
racy fulfilled, I spiked that football. 
Hard. 1 did not spike it because 1 
was excited  at the prospect o f a 
new president, but because 1 wanted 
that little  piece of sew n-together 
synthetic pigskin to feel the pain 
I ’ve dealt with for the last year. For 
too long I’ve been tortured with 
attack ads, debates, staged public 
appearances and su b stan ce-free  
stump speeches.

This was not a race, but a poorly 
scripted, prime time T V  show. And 
judging by how the public made out 
after this endurance test of negativ
ism and rhetoric, I ’d call that show 
“Lost.”

Rem em ber Rudy G iuliani? O r 
how  about Jo h n  Edwards? T h e  
m arathon for the presidency has 
run so long it’s hard to remember 
the starting players. T here was a 
time when nobody thought Barack

Obama could beat Hillan- C linton, 
and evert fewer people thought John 
M cC ain w'as actually alive.

I t ’s easy to see why presidents 
appear to  age p h y sica lly  a t an 
incredible rate; 1 swear, this cam 
paign lasted decades. Arguing that 
Obama lacks experience is foolish 
w'hen he’s pretended to be president 
for the last three months. H e’s not 
a politician. H e’s an actor. O r as 
a puckish M cC ain  ad I’ve seen a 
mere 100 times would say, h e ’s a 
“celebrity.”

But it was unfair of M cC ain to 
label Obam a like that. Ultimately, 
they’ve b oth  becom e celebrities. 
T hey’ve both toured the talk show' 
circuit, basking in constant media 
sp otlight. O bam a bought a h a lf 
hour of airtime to remind America 
how horrible the middle class has 
it, and M cC a in  sent his V P  to 
the R o ckefe ller C en ter to smile 
at jokes. Do M cC ain and Obama 
think the A m erican public spends 
all its time watching TV ? Appar
ently, as evidenced tw'o nights ago, 
they think we do.

Monday night, wdth their final 
m om ents o f a irtim e b efore  the 
levers started falling Tuesday, both

candidates were on T V  in an exclu
sive interview with, you guessed it, 
ESPN ’s Chris Berman.

John “Still Raising” M cC ain and 
Barack “T h e Boat, Baby” Obam a 
sat down w ith a man whose po
litical credibility is only matched 
by his ability to narrate a Home 
Run Derby. This is demeaning to 
the jo b  o f com m ander in ch ief, 
and Congress should get together 
to pass a law' banning any person 
with presidential aspirations from 
appearing on a show' with a Hank 
W illiams Jr. theme song. I ’m rela
tively confident his intro to Monday 
N ight Football is pumped into cells 
at Guantanam o Bay.

A s you read th is, you should 
know the results already. A t this 
point, it isn’t even important w'ho 
won. 1 just hope it was landslide. 1 
want a good, clean election with a 
projected wanner by 9 p.m., and I ’m 
looking at you. Fox News. 1 don’t 
want stories of disenfranchised vot
ers; I don’t want talk about law'suits 
or recounts. If this election  takes 
any more tim e, it will qualify for 
Medicare benefits, assuming they’d 
ex ist under th e new p resid ent’s 
health  plan.

If this job requires decisive ac
tion and “3 a.m. phone calls,” there’s 
no need to wait this long to vote. 
Cardinals manage to elect a new 
pope within wrecks, and their choice 
needs to be unanimous. A ll-S ta r 
balloting takes a m onth or two, but 
it determines home field advantage 
in the World Series, and something 
that’s a little more important than 
the head o f the executive branch.

T h e  A m erica n  p u blic m ight 
w'atch too much “D ancing W ith  
T he Stars,” but it’s not totally de
void o f brain cells, and I’m pretty 
sure w'e’ve been ready to check the 
right box for a w'hile now.

It just feels like that third “Lord 
of The Rings” movie: As soon as the 
screen fades and you think you’ve 
finally h it the end, there’s another 
scene full of small people w'ith hairy 
feet. I want to see the credits roll on 
this election. In fact, I ’d like to see 
them  fast-forwarded, like they do 
W'ith movies on TV.

No Jackie Chan-style outtakes, 
no extra scene with Ben Stiller in a 
fat suit, just a bunch o f thank yous 
followed by blackness. T his e lec
tion needs a black ending, so make 
it happen.

Election coverage generates pop culture gems
By DEVON MCREYNOLDS

Daily B ruin (UCLA)

M
y friends, the time has 
finally come.

I hope most of you 
know yesterday was Election Day. For 
the four of you who read my column last 
week, you know that my favorite holiday 
is Halloween, but coming in a close 
sea>nd Is this high holiday of American 
democracy.

It appeals to my type-A sense of duty, 
my appreciation of American histoty, 
soaring bald eagles and hope for the Future 
of Our Children. But mostly. I’ll just be 
glad that I’ll never have to hear the words 
“Bill Ayers,” “maverick” or “The Situation 
Room with Wolf Blitzer” ever again.

You probably needed no motiva
tion to go vote if you’re registered and 
in possession of a brain, but this classic 
American experience can be heightened 
with some inspirational pieces of pop 
culture. Tltis event only comes once every 
four years, but unlike leap year, there’s an 
actual piupase to it. V’ffien I celebrate a 
holiday, especially one soaked in gravitas 
like Election Day, I like to revel in every 
aspect that makes it w'hat it is, so here are 
some ways that can inspire you to feel like 
you actually did something of importance 
when you voted yesterday.

Four years ago, R Diddy tried to 
mobilize the M TV demographic with 
his trendy Vote or Die campaign. 
The reasons why this initiative failed 
in numbers far greater than those of 
Texans who still think Barack Hus
sein Obama is a Muslim. But this time 
arouitd, rappers widt far more clout than 
Diddy —  Lil Wayne and Jay-Z —  have 
been publicly encouraging their fans to 
get out and vote, because drey are. if 
Weezy’s pulling the lever and making it

rain votes, you’ve got to do it too.
But as much as I appreciate both of 

these politically aware Mr. Carters, they 
really can’t compare to the deep inspira
tion I receive from w'atching the televi
sion show' dtat got me through my angsty 
teen years and the Bush administration: 
“The West Wing.” If this show doesn’t 
make you w'ant to shout “USA” from the 
rooftops, you have a heart of stone and are 
probably a terrorist. Or French.

I don’t like a lot of the things that 
America does, but I believe that the 
firndamentals of the U.S. of A. are strong.
I love this show because it’s exactly like 
how' I would want the White House to 
be mn, but it’s not a totally naive fantasy- 
land. Sure, the people who work at the 
Wliite House are insanely smart and 
fiiraiy and dLstinguished-ly attractive, but 
they fight for good ... using the wittiest 
banter imaginable.

I was luclty' enough to wake up in 
a day-after-Halloween lethargic daze 
this past Saturday to a “West Wing” 
marathon on Bravo. And while I im- 
ashameclly own every season of the show 
on DVD, I was pleased to see that die 
same channel that broadcasts “The Real 
Housewives of Atlanta” recognizes the 
cultural significance of the show and 
the appropriateness of trying to pump 
up viewers for America.

Because w'hen President Bartlet 
makes a speech to his staff about the 
true spirit of freedom and democracy and 
goodness, or when Josh L '̂man schools 
conser\'ative fundamentalists with his 
cocky Yankee w'it, it’s enough to make 
you think that there might be hope in 
politics. After all, the characters were 
based on real people, right?

I won’t expound on the genius nu
ances of “Tlie West Wing” (believe me, I 
could and probably will write some sort of

book about it one day), but I can say that 
while 1 know the show (unfortunately) 
isn’t real, its power to inspire certainly is. 
But if “Tlie West Wing” doesn’t make 
your heart soar like an eagle o’er the 
amber waves of grain, you can turn to 
more current YouTube gems to spark your 
political interests.

“It’s Raining McCain,” having re
ceived nearly 2 million views, is a cheesy 
music video by a tri o of women called the 
McCain Girls, a Mervyn’s-blouse-clad 
version of Destiny’s Child, who sing a 
song praising John McCain to the tune 
of “It’s Raining Men.” It’s probably one of 
the most hilarious things I’ve ever seen, 
especially when little images of John Mc
Cain actually start Ming like rain droplets 
and one of the McCain girls splashes them 
on her face. Aah, refreshing!

Another example of a pop song paro

dy came from a class of seventh-graders at 
the Ron Clark Academy in Atlanta, who 
changed the words from T.I.’s ‘Whatever 
You Like” to “You Can Vote However You 
Like,” with one half of the class rapping in 
support c/McCain, the other in support of 
Barack Obama, with some really awesome 
southern rap dance moves.

This is uispiring on a “West Wing”- 
type of level, because seeing adorable little 
kids engaged in the political process they 
have no say in is like seeing Bill O’Reilly 
refrain from screaming at one of his guests 
—  it just wanns the heart.

it’s easy to be cynical about voting, but 
now it’s romantic in an old-school “Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington” kirid of way. 
Plus, voting automatically grants you the 
riglit to complain when the new president 
starts messing things up, and isn’t drat 
what democracy is all about?

Banks happy to give 
students credit cards
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By NATALIE WHILPAHERSON
Mmmm (Lehman CoiiEeEl

The tough eco n o m ic  
crisis has played a ma
jor role in altering the 

landscape of student lending and 
financin g  for edu cation . T h is  
com es at a tim e w'hen lenders 
are e n a c tin g  b e lt-t ig h te n in g  
measures to minimize losses in an 
unstable economic climate.

Subsequently, many students 
will encou nter d ifficu lties ac 
cessing loans because of stricter 
requirements, especially for pri
vate loans. T h e  impending re
cession has contributed to the 
dissolution o f some traditional 
student lending institutions and 
the withdraw'al or scaling back 
on lending by many banks. Thus, 
many students and their fanrilies 
are anxious tp find quick alter
natives to pay tuition and other 
educational expenses.

One increasingly popular solu
tion is credit cards, and banks are 
happy to comply.

This hegs the question, why 
are lenders eagerly handing out 
cre d it cards but n o t stu d en t 
loans?

Essentially, 
t h e  s t u d e n t  
lo a n  industry 
has become un
a ttractiv e  and 
unprofitable. As 
a precautionary 
measure 
are refusing to 
grant loans to 
som e in s ti tu 
tions or imple
menting tough
er requirements 
fo r a cce ss in g : 
loans. T h e  re
m oval o f fed 
era l subsidies 
and guarantees 
on some loans 
and  re d u c e d
in v e s t m e n t s  --------------------------
in  th e  lo a n
industry coupled with the cur
rent credit crunch has aided in 
decreasing available capital to 
purchase loans.

W hile the proverbial lending 
tree has dried up, banks realize 
that credit cards are a lucrative 
alternative. According to N ellie 
M ae, a subsidiary o f the lend
ing giant Sallie Mae, 75%  o f all 
undergraduate students had sotne 
kind of credit card debt at the be
ginning of the 2004 school year.

In a separate study, the Ameri
can Council on Education part
nered with the U .S . Public Inter
est Research Group and found 
that one in four students who 
have credit cards use it to pay for 
school related expenses.

Banks are aware that students 
use credit cards as safety nets 
to account for the shortages in 
scholarship funds, financial aid, 
and loans. Including paying for 
tuition, credit cards are used to 
pay for a variety o f additional 
school expenses, such as room 
and board, textbooks, food, cloth
ing, and other related supplies.

Many credit cards have em
ployed aggressive marketing and 
“predatory lending” strategies 
rem iniscent of the practices that 
lead to  th e  cu rren t m ortgage 
crisis. According to CreditCards.

' including paying 

for tuition, credit 

, banks cams are used to pay 
for a variety of 

additional school 
expenses, such as 

room and board, 
textbooks, food, 

clothing, and other 

related supplies

com, student credit cards tend to 
have higher interest rates on bal
ances in comparison to people with 
bad credit, balance transfers, and 
airline rewards cards. Tims it is more 
profitable, and in the bank’s interest, 
and not the students’, to issue credit 
cards instead of student loans.

There has been a public outcty' 
against banks targ eting  vu lner
able college students w ith th eir 
aggressive m arketing strategies. 
CreditCards.com has reported that 
some states have proposed or ratified 
legislation banning or restricting 
banks’ access to college campuses. 
Some of these states include: New 
York, California, Arizona, Missouri, 
Ohio, and Tennessee. Although this 
is only a handful o f states, it is a step 
in the right direction.

In  addition some states have 
also banned schools and student 
organizations from selling students’ 
personal information to third party 
institutions, and demand that lend
ers conduct workshops on financial 
education prior to offering credit 
cards to students.

Some banks have also demon
strated that they can be responsible 
by placing limits on credit cards that 
they issue to college students. This 

helps not only 
to minimize loss, 
but students may 
benefit as w'ell 
by learning over 
time to become 
responsible bor
rowers, W'hile lim
iting the amount 
of debt they can 
accrue.

A  new' trend 
is also d evelop 
ing: lenders are 
refusing student 
loans to an e n 
tire  category  o f 
college students. 
A cco rd in g  to  a 
recent article  in 
th e  N ew  Y ork  
Times, lenders are 
overlooking com 

munity colleges and low'er tiered 
public universities in favor of their 
private and public elite four-year 
contemporaries. This outright prac
tice o f social stratification raises the 
strong possibility of creating a new 
underclass by marginalizing students 
who desperately need loans.

T h e  institutions have justified 
their stance by claiming that four- 
year elite schools are more profit
able because of the comparatively 
higher costs of tuition and a longer 
borrowing period. They also claim 
that these graduates are more likely 
to obtain jobs after graduation and 
earn more, and as such are less likely 
to default on loans.

O n the other hand, the cost of 
tuition at community colleges and 
public four-year schools are less 
expensive and community colleges 
have shorter borrow ing periods. 
This considerably limits the amount 
of interest that the lender can earn 
on the loan due to the fact that they 
are only taken out for two years and 
carry lower balances.

Lenders claims of valid justifica
tion (hr circumventing coinmunity 
colleges and some public institu
tions have been called into question 
as the loans granted to these insti
tutions, as W'ith their elite counter
parts, are guaranteed and subsidized 
by the federal government.
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Secret Service ‘inconvenient’, but 
Obama’s neighbors do not mind

By TYLER WARNER
Chicago M aroon (li. Chicago)

As Election Day draws closer, se- 
curity has stepped up around D em o-, 
cratic presidential nominee Barack 
O bam a’s hom e near South Hyde 
Park Boulevard, where there are as 
many as six or seven Secret Service 
cars visible from the intersection at 
any given moment. Concrete barriers 
and fences have been erected along 
both sides of the street, just north of 
the Hyde Park-Kenwood border, to 
control traffic through the area.

Though South Hyde Park Bou
levard —  which becomes East 51st 
Street w'est of South Drexel Avenue 
—  is further north from the epicenter 
of campus than most students care 
to venture, the size and scope of the 
security presence have made inter
actions between students and the 
Secret Service largely unavoidable.

For most students living in the 
area, “inconvenience" is the word 
most frequently used when discussing 
the security presence.

Jarrod Wolf, a third-year in the 
College, cited parking as the primary 
source of his irritation.

“Since the Democratic Conven
tion, I have been unable to park my 
car, or even stop it near my apart
ment,” he said in an e-mail interview. 
“If I want to unload anything I must 
park my car a block aw ay.... 1 do 
recognize that he is a presidential 
contender and that he needs protec
tion. It is just a bit inconvenient.”

But parking has not been the 
only casualty to the traffic control 
along South Hyde Park Boulevard. 
Foot traffic along the north side of 
the street has been redirected to 
the south side, and travel along the 
street where Obama lives has been 
restricted to residents and registered 
guests. Though Obama was report
edly placed under the protection of 
the Secret Service as early as May 3, 
the greatest security hikes came di-

rectly on the heels of the Democratic 
National Convention.

The Secret Service is authorized 
to protect presidential candidates 
120 days before the election, though 
protection may be granted to candi
dates by executive order at any time, 
according to Secret Service media 
representatives.

Joe King, a bus driver for the 
north route, has had ample opportu
nity to observe changes surrounding 
Obama’s house. King said he experi
enced firsthand the heightened level 
of security during a brief entangle
ment with the Secret Service. In 
late September, King’s bus w'as pulled 
over after he dropped off a rider 
across the street from Obama’s house. 
He was instructed that vehicles were 
no longer allowed to pick up or drop 
off within the security zòne.

“W h at’s so funny about them 
pulling me over is 1 dropped the 
person off, and they pulled me over 
like a criminal,” King said. “Tliey cut 
me off and evetything.”

K ing, an ardent Obam a sup
porter, added that safety- was his only 
concern with the new traffic regula
tions. Though the security presence 
on South Hyde Park Boulevard is 
highly visible. King questioned their 
responsiveness to crime outside of 
the immediate security zone, citing 
a recent sexual assault and armed 
robbery occurring several blocks to 
the east of the Obamas’ house.

lah Pillsbury, a third-year in the 
College who lives on South Hyde 
Park Boulevard immediately east of 
the Obamas, also discussed safety is
sues surrounding the Secret Service 
presence.

Pillsbury, who has .spoken to the 
security personnel on a number of 
occasions, stated that security per
sonnel are not technically allow'ed 
to leave their posts. She added, 
ffiwever, that the security has served 
as a visible deterrent to crime in 
the area.

“I don’t really like police,” she 
said. “But at two in the morning, it’s 
nice to see the security standing on 
the comer outside of their cars.”

Pillsbury’s roommate, A li Harris, 
also relates the security to safety in 
the area.

_Hn terms of security, it’s actually 
made me feel much better,” she said. 
“Before we moved in our apartment 
was broken into, but nothing like 
that has really happened since.”

The Secret Setwice was cryptic 
when describing its role in prevent
ing neighborhood crime.

“Secret Service agents are first 
and foremost federal agents. How
ever, we are concerned not only with 
our protectee’s safety but also the 
public at large,” Edwin Donovan, 
spokesman for the Secret Service, 
said in an e-mail interview.

Though the heightened security 
measures have had an impact on 
daily routines for some of Obama’s 
neighbors, many students in the area 
have been largely unaffected.

“T h e  only real effect i t ’s had 
on my life is that the north route 
doesn’t stop at my com er anymore,” 
Harris said.

Sean Redmond, a fourth-year 
in the College who lives a block 
away from Obam a, doesn’t mind 
the security.

“I don’t live my Ufe any differ
ently, and since I never have any 
reason to go up to 51st Street, it’s 
pretty much a nonentity in my life, 
except when 1 look down the alley 
and see police cars,” he said.

Directly across the street from the 
Obama residence, the congregation 
of KAM  Isaiah Israel synagogue has 
been living in peace wath the security 
for several months. To enter the se
curity zone, congregation members’ 
names must appear on a registry 
so their IDs can be checked upon 
entrance. Guests to the synagogue 
are instructed to call 24 hours in 
advance of their visit.

Best of the worst on T V  this season
By MICHAEL PASSMAN
M ichigan Daily (U. M ichigan)

Sometim es it’s not easy to come 
up with ideas for this column (e.g. 
last m onth’s M odern T V  Them e 
H all o f Fame) but I ’ve got a lot I 
w ant to h it on and decided not 
to  d iscrim in ate  th is w eek. T h e  
fall season is w'ell underway, late- 
summer shows have recently come 
to an end and a lot of events need 
to be addressed. In totally bitching 
list form. I ’m knocking out six of 
television’s top storylines from the 
last few weeks in one column. Cop 
out? Maybe, but I promise not to 
m ention O hio  or m alfunctioning 
voting machines, which should be 
a nice diversion today.

“Mad Men” goes away; people 
forced to watch HBO again:

Season two of “Mad M en” ended 
last week, w hich means T h e  New 
York Times Magazine will have to 
find a new show' to tell yuppie d- 
bags to w'atch. As the self-appointed 
m outhpiece o f yuppie d-bags ev- 
eryw'here, I ’d like to request that 
they get on this quickly, because 
“L o st” d oesn’t start for an o th er 
couple m onths and we’re going 
to need something other than “30 
R ock” and edited reruns o f “T h e  
W ire” on B E T  to hold us over. But 
back to “Mad M en .” T h e  finale 
w'as good (not great), but really, all 
this season did was set the show up 
for next year when the realities of 
the ‘60s h it “Sterling Cooper,” or 
whatever it’s going to be called after 
the merger. W hy does A M C  have to 
pretend it’s H BO  and keep us w'ait- 
ing nine months for new episodes? 
I already miss Joan.

“South Park” ‘s fixation on bad 
movies continues:

How should I put this? W H A T 
TH E FU CK  IS G O IN G  O N , TREY  
S T O N E  A N D  M A T T  PARKER? 
G E T  IT  T O G E T H E R , B O Y S . 
“South Park” has always been hit 
or miss, but the occasional hit is es
sential to this dynamic, and unfor
tunately we haven’t seen anything 
resembling one this fall. A  two-part 
“Cloverfield” spoof about Peruvian 
flute bands and over-sized guinea 
pigs wearing Halloween costumes? 
Really? I ’m not dumb enough to 
bury this show or its creators, but 
som ething needs to change. A ll 
I ’m looking for is one episode that’s 
half as good as last season’s “M ajor

Boobage” episode. I don’t th in k  
th at’s unreasonable.

T he slow death of “E ntou 
rage:”

Speaking of burying show's, the 
one show 1 did bury in the 22+  
months I ’ve been w'riting this co l
umn is “Entourage.” It started out 
with a few promising episodes. T he 
shows were consistently fun, which 
is the only thing “Entourage” has 
ever done well, and V ince’s career 
situation was vaguely intriguing. 
A t least until two weeks ago, when 
Dom and Bob Ryan —  the murder
ers responsible for slau ghtering 
season three —  returned for an 
episode that ended with a dude dy
ing from a heart attack (not fun). I 
stand by my original proclamation; 
This show is dead.

The quick death of “King of 
the Hill:”

In other dead show new's, “King 
o f the H ill” was finally canceled  
last week. You’re probably th in k
ing, “W asn ’t th a t show- axed in 
1998?” Actually, it managed to last 
13 seasons, w'hich is really damn 
impressive. I can ’t say I was ever 
a big fan —  the show’s a little off- 
putting, and I could never tell if it 
was supposed to be for the type of 
people the show' was about or for 
blue-staters to point and laugh —  
but, unlike “Am erican Dad,” which 
was extended for another season, it’s 
not bad or killing America.

Tina Fey’s non-Palin return to 
television:

Just as the novelty of T ina Fey’s 
almost-weekly Sarah Palin impres
sion on “Saturday N ight Live” has 
started to w'ear off, and w'ith her

character’s presence on the show 
lik e ly  com ing to  an end, N B C  
brought back Fey’s “30  R ock” for 
its third season. And somehow, this 
netw'ork is in fourth place. U nbe
lievable. This w'as about as smart 
as opening “Zack and M iri Make 
a Porno,” a comedy aimed at teens 
and 20-somethings, on Hallow'een 
night. (To be fair, “30  Rock” posted 
good numbers this week, but it still 
made little  sense to wait over a 
m onth to start capitalizing on this.) 
Poor scheduling aside, the opener 
W'as in stride with the superb second 
season, and the show has pretty 
clearly supplanted “T h e Office” as 
network television’s best comedy. 
Plus, Jo h n  Hamm is rumored to 
be joining the show temporarily as 
Liz Lem on’s love interest, which is 
almost too much.
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BRIAN SAWGER, A sophomore architecture major from Houston, takes a photograph of a project he just 
set up for his studio 2 class Friday in the courtyard between the Art and Architecture buildings.

Joker looks for laughs at U . Nevada-Reno
ByTARAVERDEROSA
S agebrush (U. Nevada-Reno)

He walks across the University 
of Nevada-Reno campus with an 
iced coffee in one hand and an imi
tation shotgun in the other. Some 
students stare unabashed, but most 
avoid attracting attention from the 
gun-wielding clown.

Josh Kipling, who made his 
entire costume from scratch, began 
dressing up in July just before the 
premier of “The Dark Knight.” For 
three weeks he gathered materials, 
sew'ed and dyed his outfit to mimic 
the exact coat, vest, tie, pants and 
gloves that the Joker w'ears.

Since then, he has worn his 
costume sporadically throughout 
the semester.

Although Kipling works at a 
costume store, he said his job has 
little to do with his excitem ent 
about dressing up as the Joker. He 
said he dresses up like the clown 
because it’s his favorite character.

“I like to see people’s reac
tions,” the 18-year-old crim inal 
justice major said. “I usually get 
one of three. Some people aré just 
delighted. They hug me, shake my 
hand, pound it, surprise butt sex,

all that. Then there is the group w'ho 
is horrified and just doesn’t get it. But 
mostly people try to ignore it, and it 
makes me laugh. W atching people 
stare in the opposite direction and 
try not to acknowledge me is funny. 
It’s like they’re scared.”

And Kipling has had his fair share 
of frightening others.

V/Ten a girl in a “Dark Knight” 
T-shirt excitedly approached him 
and asked where he got his scars, he 
W'as quick to oblige w'ith an accurate 
imitation of the Joker’s answ'er.

Along with his rifie and pocket 
knife, he also carries two sw itch
blades, joker cards, a pencil and his 
cell phone.

“Because I just want my phone 
call,” he said with a laugh.

K ipling’s friends are generally 
supportive of his decision to dress 
up.

“T he w'hole thing is really awe
some,” Barry Chilton, Kipling’s best 
friend, said. “A t first people were

skeptical, but since time went by, its 
successful. People often stop him and 
ask for pictures or autographs.”

In terested  in  H eath  Ledger’s 
inspiration, Kipling read the com 
ics and books that Ledger read in 
order to bring the character to life. 
W ith his newfound personality and 
wardrobe, he made a point to have 
fun with others.

Once while sitting at a bus star 
tion, Kipling held his shotgun in 
plain sight and did his best to look 
sinister.

W hen people did little  to ac
knowledge his presence he removed 
the orange cap on his gun, which is il
legal in public, and waited again. This 
time the police, approached him.

They left empty handed, however, 
when all they uncovered w'ere fake 
weapons and cards in his pockets. 
Kipling said he did little to explain 
his situation to the cops.

The costume takes skill, effort and 
a lot of time, he said.
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lAÔ SS

J. Foxx INcDeal
INoDesJ

iEllen De- 
: Generas

1 ^:30
FETCH! Dr. Riil iJudv iMaury btandsng Racha»! Ray
Cyber ijudv 1 SteSng

i rPM  
i ^:30

Maya News iNews iPan. Feud Que«is •News iLoiioz
Bus,Pf« News iNews |Fam. Feud Oueens iNews ¡^.mpsons

! ¿PM
O I Ö

NewsHour News iNews iU w  Older 70s INews if-amiiy
(HD) vv'heeí iMÉonra, l iH D i 70s lET iTwo S

i jP H  
! ';3 0

Secrets of 
Oeas

Knight Ride 
íHDi

iOsBteie
iûary

iFunniest
imem

Too Model 
(HD)

iDsr¡esigwiei
iSiarB

iBones ÍHD5

ft PM 
® 30

Medal of Honoijuite ÍHD; 
(HD)

iCnminaJ Mi.ndsiRock
IRod<

Stv'lista •Private Prac- 
iim

iTii Dea»; 
rTii Dea»:

’
! ^:30

LawoCitlef vS! NY J n  HD bexCity iOirty 3«icy ¡News
Air Group !HDi :"£nougn' |Lopea Sex City "iM aiey

[*'';30
Bus.Rpi News iNews iKiog V»(H D ) iNews •Two & 1/2
Chanie Rose TbeTcni^t iiS3S}l.?p iTMZ W^tHDi ¡Niíy^ma ìSeinTexi
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In Sudoku, all the 
numbers 1 to 9 must 

be in every row, 
column and 3 x 3  box. Use 
logic to define the answers.
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Solution to  yesterd ay’s puzzle
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Witnesses say Police respond 
to politically charged, verbal 
altercation near Student Union

By MAHHEW MCGOWAN
Features Editor

A  man reportedly grabbed a sign 
from a student promoting Demo
cra tic  Party candidates at about 
1 p.m. Tuesday near the Student 
Union Building.

Stuart Williams, a freshman his
tory major from Lubbock, said he was 
sitting at the Texas Tech Democrats’ 
table holding a Barack Obama cam
paign sign when a man snuck up from 
behind, aggressively grabbed the sign, 
threw it on the ground, stomped on 
it and shouted derogatory comments 
about Obama as he walked away, 
calling the Democratic presidential 
candidate a “socialist who doesn’t 
even salute the flag.”

Williams said he filed a report 
with Tech police but did not press 
charges.

Col. Gordon Hoffman with the 
Tech police could not confirm or 
deny the incident because the pa
perwork had not been filed as of 4 
p.m. Tuesday.

Patrick McDonald, a senior res
taurant hotel and institutional man
agement major from Austin who was 
a the table at the time, said the man’s 
actions seemed “pre-m editated ,” 
because he grabbed the sign without 
warning or provocation.

McDonald said he lost his temper 
and shouted at the man as he walked 
to another table to converse with the 
men sitting behind it.

“It just pains m e,” M cD onald 
said. “This is a red campus, a very 
red campus.”

And this was not an isolated in
cident, he said. He has experienced 
political confrontations to various 
degrees in the past.

Hoffman, however, said he could 
not recall any other incidents stem
ming from political differences on 
campus.

“1 don’t think that’s usually an 
issue,” he said. “There’s such a heavy 
turnout for this election that there 
are a lot of feelings about the race.”

Seth Brush, a junior construction 
engineering major from Worland, 
Wyo., who witnessed the event and 
spoke briefly with the reported ag
gressor after he left the Tech Demo
crats table, said the man identified 
himself as an ex-Marine and com
plained about Obama, a candidate 
whom he deemed unpatriotic.

Brush explicitly said he did not 
know the man, nor did he condone 
his actions.

“It was just hot air from a buffalo,” 
Brush said. “It was just a temper 
match with short fuses.” 
>#^matthew.mcgowan@ttu.edu
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PEOPLE LINE U P outside the Student Union Building Ballroom to vote Tuesday. As of 9 :3 0  a.m., 159 people voted in the ballroom.

The Associated Press

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN, R-Ariz., left, is joined by wife Cindy as he finishes his concession speech to a rally of supporters on election night in 
Phoenix, Tuesday, Nov. 4 , 2008.

Obama
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be honest with you about the chal
lenges we face.”

M cCain called his former rival 
to concede defeat —  and the end of 
his own 10-year quest for the W hite 
House. “The American people have 
spoken, and spoken clearly,” M c
Cain told disappointed supporters 
in Arizona.

President Bush added his congrat
ulations from the White House, where 
his tenure runs out on Jan. 20. “May 
God bless whoever wins tonight,” he 
had told dinner guests earlier.

Obama, in his speech, invoked 
the words of Lincolil ahd echoed 
John E Kennedy.

“So let us summon a new spirit 
of patriotism, of service and respon
sibility where each of us resolves to 
pitch in and work harder,” he said.

He and his running mate, Sen. 
Joseph Biden of Delaware, will take 
their oaths of office as president and 
vice president on Jan. 20, 2009.

Obama will move into the Oval 
Office as leader of a country that is 
almost certainly in recession, and 
fighting two long wars, one in Iraq, 
the other in Afghanistan.

The popular vote was close —  
51.3 percent to 47.5 percent with 
73 percent of all U .S . precincts 
counted —  but not the count in 
the E lectoral C ollege, where it 
mattered most.

There, Obama’s audacious deci
sion to contest M cCain in states

that hadn’t gone Dem ocratic in 
years paid rich dividends.

Obama has said his first order 
of presidential business will be to 
tackle the economy. He has also 
pledged to withdraw most U .S . 
combat troops from Iraq within 16 
months.

A  survey of voters leaving poll
ing places on Tuesday showed the 
economy was by far the top Election 
Day issue. S ix in 10 voters said so, 
and none of the other top issues —  
energy, Iraq, terrorism and health 
care —  was picked by more than 
one in 10.

In Washington, the Democratic 
leaders of Congress celebrated.

“It is not a mandate for a party or 
ideology but a mandate for change,” 
said Senate Majority leader Harry 
Reid of Nevada.

Said Speaker Nancy Pelosi of 
California: “Tonight the American 
people have called for a new direc
tion. They have called for change 
in America.”

Shortly after midnight in the 
East, The Associated Press count 
showed Obama with 338 electoral 
votes, well over the 270 needed 
for victory. M cCain had 141 after 
winning states that comprised the 
normal Republican base.

Interviews with voters suggested 
that almost six in 10 women were 
backing Obama nationwide, while 
men leaned his way by a narrow 
margin. Just over half o f whites 
supported M cCain, giving him a 
slim advantage in a group that Bush 
carried overwhelmingly in 2004.

Democrats ^
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

problem s.
A n th o n y  Plunder, a L ubbock 

C o u n ty  resid ent, said th e results 
o f  th e  e lec tio n  w ill show th a t the 
cou ntry  has made a 1 80  degree 
turn  in  term s o f values and the 
equality the n a tio n  has displayed 
in  e lectin g  an A frican -A m erican  
as p resid en t-e lect.

“T h is  is a d ram atic sh ift in  the 
paradigm  for A m erica n  p o litics  
and dem ocracy ,” he said.

N o m atter w ho w on th e  e le c 
t io n , P lu nd er said  he b e lie v e s  
th e  A m erican  p op u lation  would 
support th a t cand id ate.

P a t r i c k  M u rra y , a ju n io r  
P rench  m ajor from  L ubbock, said 
th e  results o f th e  e le c t io n  w ill 
have a big im pact on  econom y, 
taxes, foreign  policy  and the war 
in  Iraq.

C o n tra ry  to  p rev io u s e l e c 
tion s, M urray said, th is e le c tio n  
featured  two leaders c learly  d if
fe ren t in  p ersonality  and policy, 
w hereas previous cand id ates did 
n o t  show  su ch  s ig n if ic a n t d if
ferences.

B eca u se  o f  th e  e x c ite m e n t  
surrounding th e  two candidates, 
h e  sa id , re co rd  v o te r  tu rn o u t 
was an o th er d ifference from  past 
e lection s, and the two candidates 
“energized” th e  votin g  public.

G w en  B agley , a m em b er o f  
th e  L u b b o ck  D e m o c ra t Party , 
said she was overw helm ed  and

PHOTO BY SAM GRENADIER/The Daily Toreador 

LUBBOCK RESIDENT, SARAH Glynn, celebrates Obama’s victory 
with a friend, Tuesday at the Green Building.

sp eech less w hen she heard  the 
results o f th e  e le c tio n  although 
she exp ected  O bam a to  win.

W h e n  th e  p r e s id e n t - e le c t  
begins his term  in January, she 
said she believ es he w ill begin  
w orking on  eco n o m ic  issues, e n 
ergy and a p lan  to bring soldiers 
o v e rse a s  b a c k  to  th e  U n ite d  
S ta tes .

Bagley said she understands

th e  cou n ty  is con serv ativ e , but 
hoped for a b e tte r  outcom e for 
th e  lo c a l  D e m o c r a t ic  c a n d i 
dates.

Tuesday n igh t, how ever, was a 
n igh t o f ce leb ra tio n , she said.

“I ’m g o in g  ( in s id e )  to  g e t 
ready to celeb ra te ,” she said, “and 
I th ink  we just m ight dance in the 
streets to n ig h t.” 
^ jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

Republicans
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the last 18 to 24 months,” W inn 
said. “W e’re very proud o f our 
Republican team and our slate of 
candidates. W e’re excited  with 
the amount of early votes, 70,000 
people voted early and another 
23,000 today.”

Texas Tech’s College Republi
cans President Phil Lezar, a junior 
personal financial planning major 
from Dallas, was in attendance to 
greet supporters and to give col
lege Republicans a presence at the 
Republican social.

“Today’s been pretty exciting,” 
he said. “I woke up a little nervous, 
but I went to campus and saw 
tables all over campus. It’s pretty 
exciting because our student body 
is pretty conservative, and seeing 
how many of them went to the 
polls today was very exciting.”

Lezar said a reason Sen. M c
Cain (R-Ariz) may have trailed 
Obama could be, in part, attributed 
to the Republican Party’s slow start 
to reach out to young voters on 
social networking Web sites such 
as Pacebook and MySpace.

Several students, such as Katie 
Weissman, a sophomore majoring 
in political science and interna
tional business from Prosper, also 
were in attendance keeping a close 
w atch on the Texas senatorial 
race between Cornyn and state 
representative and senate hopeful 
Rick Noriega (D-Houston) which

PHOTO BY KEN MUIR/The DaÜy Toreador 

JOHN STEINMETZ, THE former Lubbock Covmty Republican chairman, 
speaks to Arvella Meurer, a volunteer with the Lubbock Area Republican 
Women, and Bill Felton, who worked with Senator John McCain, Tuesday 
at the Republican Watch Party.

Comyn had appeared to have won 
as of press time and the presidential 
race by watching a PoxNews broad
cast projected on a large screen.

“I’m a big supporter of the Re
publican Party,” she said. “I actually 
voted straight ticket. Right now it’s 
not looking too good, but it’s pretty 
great to be here and with people that 
think the way I do.”

Weissman said she agrees with 
M cC ain ’s foreign policy and eco
nomic plans and would have been 
excited  if M cC ain  had won the 
presidency.

She said she probably will dis

agree with Obama on many issues but 
will give the Democrat a chance.

“I’ll just have to push harder the 
next election,” she said.

W inn said an Obama win means 
it is the Democrats’ country to con
trol for the next two years.

“He’s going to have a majority in 
the Senate and a significant majority 
in the House,” he said. “It’s their ship 
to guide as they want and Republi
cans will sit back and regroup and ask 
themselves what do they do to get 
back to the values of the American 
people.”
> ^ michael.graham@ttu.edu
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Presidential election impacts international students
By M A H  MCGOWAN

Features Editor

Presidential elections: possibly 
more American than baseball and 
apple pie.

But unlike baseball and apple 
pie, the American electoral process 
affects international students’ lives, 
both at Texas Tech and at their 
homes abroad.

Albert Yu moved to the United 
States from Taiwan three months ago 
but was careful to watch last night’s 
election unfold.

He said the U .S . economy im
pacts the entire world —  from West 
Texas to Taiwan —  and he had a 
vested interest in whom the Ameri
can public chose as a leader.

“I think everyone wants to elect 
somebody who can help the economy 
and the war,” he said. “(International 
students) care if the economy is bad 
because that would impact things 
like scholarships.”

W atching the A m erican elec
toral process this year taught him 
som ething about how A m erican 
leaders are chosen: Taiwan’s process

hardly is different.
Arindam Mazumdar, the Student 

G overn m ent A sso cia tio n ’s vice 
■president for graduate and profes
sional affairs, moved to the United 
States from India five years ago. 
The American election process is 
much like it is in India, although 
the offices for which candidates run 
are different.

Most international students have 
a good understanding of their host 
country’s political process, issues 
and candidates’ stances on those- 
issues, he said.

“It depends on if they read the 
news,” Mazumdar said, “but I think 
most are pretty informed. They try 
to stay informed.”

Tibor Nagy, Tech Vice Provost 
for International Affairs, drew from 
his experience as a U .S . ambassador
overseas and said the A m erican)
electoral process is in the minds of 
people across the globe.

“It starts here,” he said, “so some
one driving a taxi in Bangladesh 
absolutely cares about who the next 
president is going to be because it’s 
going to affect things like their cur

rency and their daily lives.”
The United States and its poli

cies affect so many people that many 
non-American citizens believe they 
should be allowed to participate 
in the n atio n ’s political process, 
he said.

“I t ’s really interesting ,” Nagy 
said, “because, for example, there 
are a lot of people out there who 
really feel like America is such an 
important county that they should 
participate in who the U .S. president 
should be.”

But an election’s impact is not 
the only facet of the political process 
that attracts the attention of inter
nationals, he said, because many also 
find the process itself interesting, 
especially those who come from na
tions that do not have a democrati
cally elected leadership.

Nagy offered Chinese students 
as an example. Chinese students 
are not ‘shocked’ by the American 
political machine but are more along 
the lines of fascinated.

“So they o f course would be 
fascinated with the process,” he 
said, “because in China there are no

competitive elections.”
Nagy said he often finds inter

national students who know more 
about the candidates and issues than 
those who were bom and raised in 
the United States, a phenomenon 
he called “unfortunate.”

“They are keenly, keenly inter
ested,” he said. “Unfortunately, 1 
have found in just discussing issues 
that many times the internationals 
who are not able to vote are the ones 
who are most informed.”

M ichael Murphy and Sharon 
H ale, both  counselors at T e ch ’s 
International Cultural Center, said 
most of the international students 
w ith whom they recen tly  have, 
talked seemed more apathetic than 
enthusiastic.

T his apathy. Hale continued, 
does not necessarily mean inter
nationals do not care. It could be 
indicative of their unwillingness to 
discuss it openly.

Most interriational students, she 
said, probably do have a candidate 
they like more, but the more impor
tant aspect is how that candidate’s 
decisions will affect their personal

lives and their struggles as interna
tional students.

“T hey were d efin ite  in their 
opinions about who they would like 
to have elected,” Hale said, “because 
it could impact immigration issues. 
They’re only concern would be how 
its going to impact their future, go
ing home to apply to visas and how 
this country is going to be impacting 
their homes.”

Delphine Mourier, a graduate stu
dent from France, said elections back 
home are not completely different 
than in the United States. Ameri
cans, however, tend to be much more 
openly supportive of a candidate 
than voters are in France.

“We say to our friends and fam
ily who we are going to vote for,” 
she said, “but we do not say it so 
openly.”

W hen she sought information 
about the American election, Mou
rier said, she listened to French 
radio, which she found more infor
mative than media in the United 
States.

“I th in k  1 get less inform ation 
th a n  lis ten in g  to  th e  in form a

tio n  in France on the radio or 
on T V ,” she said, “because you 
have so m any ch a n n e ls . I feel 
like no one really con cen trates  
on it, even though everyone talks 
about it .”

M ourier said she thinks most 
people back home in France will be 
glad to see Pres. George Bush leave 
office, but couldn’t be sure.

Murphy said international stu
dents from Europe probably are 
more op in ionated  because how 
clo se ly  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  and 
Europe are tied, economically and 
diplomatically.

A lthough evidence of this at 
Tech, he said, is sparse.

“W h en  you’re froni a d iffer
ent country you can look at the 
U nited  States in a different way 
and appreciate it ,” Murphy said. 
“But Europeans seem to be a lot 
more affected by this —  maybe 
from some parts of A frica. There 
probably is interest in other parts 
of the world, but i t ’s not reflected 
by our in te rn a t io n a l stu d en ts 
here.”
^  matthew.mcgowan@ttu.edu

Electronic systems risky, may 
compromise integrity of votes

There is a question that sits almost 
like a paranoid elephant in the room 
to those who can recall past debacles 
involving electronic voting, and that 
question is how does your vote really 
count?

W ell, if you voted on an e lec
tronic voting device, especially one 
made by the D iebold subsidiary. 
Premier Election Solutions, there’s a 
chance your vote did not count. The 
problem goes way back to the 2000 
Presidential E lection with Florida 
and has not gotten any better. Even 
as recently as last year it has been 
shown in the California Secretary 
of S ta te ’s 2007 Top Down Review 
of voting systems that the systems 
are simply unreliable and easily 
compromised.

T h e  four systems tested were 
th e  D ie b o ld  
E le c tio n  Sys- 
t e r n s .  H a r t  
I n t e r C i v i c ,
S eq u o ia  V o t
ing S y ste m s, 
and E lection s 
S y s te m s  and 
S o f t w a r e ,
In c ., three  of 
w h ich  fa ile d  
standards that 
were set back 
in 2005.

I n  t h e  

E valuation  &
V a lid a tio n  o f ________________
Election-Relat
ed Equipment,
Standards, &. Testing (E V E R EST ) 
report about O hio e-voting from 
December 2007, the systems were 
shown to be disturbingly unsecure. 
The report stated that the findings of 
EV EREST “do not lend themselves 
to sustained or increased confidence 
in O hio’s voting systems,” which is 
a nice way of saying O hio’s electoral 
apparatus is a giant goose egg.

O hio’s Secretary of State Jennifer 
Brunner even released a statement 
that said “the tools needed to com
promise an accurate vote count could 
be as simple as tampering with the pa
per audit connector or using a magnet 
and a personal digital assistant.”

If you’re feeling confident that 
maybe Ohio got around to changing 
out these voting rigs, J ’ve got some

Timothy
Poon

bad news for you. Despite Brunner 
suing Premier E lection  Solutions 
earlier this August, O hio has not 
made the sw itch to paper ballots 
and was stuck with Premier systems 
for this year’s election . These are 
the same systems that E V E R E ST  
found to fail at follow ing “stan
dard and well-known practices for 
the use o f cryptography, key and 
password management and security 
hardware.”

I t  s e e m s , 
how ever, that 
states are finally 
catching on.

States such 
as Alaska, Cali
fornia, Florida, 
Io w a , M a ry 
land, T en n es
see and N ew  
M e x i c o  a re  
in  a ru sh  to  
dump as many 
of their touch
screen  votin g  
m a c h in e s  in  
favor o f paper 
ballots. Florida, 
in  an attem pt

The problem goes 
way back to the 

2 0 0 0  Presidential 
Election with 

Florida and has 
not gotten any 

better.

to redeem  itself, is spending an 
estimated $35 m illion to transition 
back to paper ballots as soon as they 
can. U nfortunately, at best, only 
19 percent of all e-voting systems 
were replaced in time for this year’s 
presidential election.

These problems could essentially 
be traced back to the Help America 
Vote A ct of 2002, a Congressional 
act th at ostensibly would spend 
$3.86 billion of taxpayer money on 
federally certified e-voting systems. 
HAVA also stipulated this money 
would have to be spent by Jan. 1,
2004.

Because the act was passed in 
O ctober 2002, this left barely a year 
to develop an incredibly complex 
voting system that only companies

like Microsoft and IBM  could pos
sibly manage in that tim e frame. 
However, they chose not to do so, 
which left the duty of abusing bil
lions of dollars to those companies 
that had already proven their inef
ficien cy  w ith e-voting : D iebold, 
E lections Systems and Softw are, 
Inc., and Sequoia.

This was shaping up to be quite 
th e  recipe for d isaster from  the 
get-go.

A ccord ing to VerifiedV oting. 
org, only 18 states institute a voter- 
verified paper record and manda
tory audits, the minimum required 
for a state to successfully prove its 
election  integrity and verification. 
O nly 13 o f the rem aining states 
require a V V P R , but do nothing 
w ith it. In fact, the only reason 
for a V V P R  to be produced is to 
facilitate  an audit process, w hich 
pretty much is the same as putting 
a dead-bolt lock on your door but 
never turning it.

Texas is one of those states that 
im plem ents e-v o tin g  m achines, . 
b u t does n o t u tiliz e  a V V P R . 
O ut o f avoiding the high profile 
controversy o f D iebold  devices, 
Texas chose Elections Systems and 
Softw are, In c., m achines, w hich 
may actually have it worse. A l
ready, eight counties in Texas have 
rep orted  th e ir  ES& .S m achines 
flipping th eir votes —  the most 
recent o f w hich being an E S & S  
iVotronic touchscreen m achine in 
San  A ntonio  flipping a voter’s bal
lot twice from Obam a to M cC ain 
and then from M cC ain to Libertar
ian candidate Bob Barr.

Documented instances of vote 
flipping are prevalent in numerous 
states, including Colorado and Ten
nessee.

So , how did your vote count? 
The answer will depend on how you 
voted.

P a p e r  b a l lo t s ?  T h e n  y o u r 
v o te  m ay h a v e  b e e n  c a s t  as 
in tend ed.

E-voting? W ell, at least you got 
some free Krispy Kreme.

Right?

n Poon is The DTstech 
critic. E-niaii him at 
timothy.poon@ttu.edu.
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The Associated Press

PRESIDENT-ELECT BARACK Obama waves after giving his acceptance speech at Grant Park in Chicago 
Tuesday night, Nov. 4 , 2008.

First-time voters put democracy into practice in presidential election
By TINA L. ARONS

Staff W riter

The W hite House may need to 
brace itself for complaints.

Many first-time voters —  ̂ who 
were armed with the attitude, ‘If you 
don’t vote, don’t complain’ —  cast 
their ballots Tuesday and asserted 
their right to voice their opinions.

“1 think it’s important that all 
Americans vote,” said Shawn Cox, 
a freshman wildlife management 
major from Fort Worth. “If you don’t 
like something, voting is the way you 
can change it.”

C ox said he had a lot o f en 
couragement from his mother who 
shares his attitude about voting, and 
he spent time online reading about

each candidate’s views before head
ing to the Robert H. Ewalt Student 
Recreation Center to vote.

“1 have a bunch of mixed feel
ings,” he said. “I’ll be disappointed if 
my candidate doesn’t get elected, but 
then again, that would be his fault 
for not persuading enough people 
to vote.”

Katy Land, a sophomore educa
tion major from Midlothian, said the 
ability to vote is part of becoming an 
adult and taking responsibility.

“If you don’t vote,” she said, “it’s 
kind of like you don’t care about our 
country.”

Land said her biggest concern is 
the war in Iraq, in which her brother 
is fighting.

“1 have some friends who didn’t 
vote and it’s upsetting, because it’s 
a big deal,” she said. “It decides our 
next president.”

Gregg Murray, an assistant politi
cal science professor, said young vot
ers generally do not have the same 
turnout rate as older voters.

“Young voters have turned out 
more increasingly in recent elec
tions,” he said, “but they’re still at 
the bottom  o f the totem  pole of 
voters.”

He said the recent increase in 
young voter interest may be the re
sult of both major parties encourag
ing young men and women to vote.

“But being registered to vote is 
one thing,” Murray said, “and turn

ing out,to vote is another thing.” 
W hen Jonathan Powell exited 

the voting booth at the center, he 
raised his fist in triumph.

“I feel so American,” he said. 
The senior chemical engineering 

major from College Station said he 
forgot to vote in the previous presi
dential election and regrets it.

“1 wanted to exercise my right as 
a citizen this time,” Powell said. “It’s 
a great opportunity to voice my say 
in the government.”

However, he said he was not pre
pared to choose between candidates 
for other offices in the U .S. House, 
U .S. Senate and other state and lo
cal positions.

“There was not enough coverage

of the other candidates,” he said, 
“so it didn’t cross my mind to look 
it up.”

Em m ie T hom as, a freshm an 
political science major from Hico, 
said college voters may not be as 
informed as they should.

“There’s been lots of excitement 
about the election, so I ’m hoping 
that maybe motivated people to do 
some research,” she said. “1 think an 
informed vote is important.”

Thomas said her family has en
couraged political awareness since 
she was 6 years old. W hich is why, 
she said, she is a member of the Tech 
Democrats and a campaign intern for 
Dwight Fullingim, the Democratic 
candidate for the 19th Congressional

District.
She said she followed the presi

dential campaign since the prima
ries.

“1 was interested in the education 
policies of both candidates,” she said, 
“because there are lots of teachers in 
my family, and I’m thinking about 
becoming a teacher myself.”

No matter who students voted 
for, she said, she encouraged them 
to make an educated vote.

“Voting'made me feel like 1 had 
a say in what was going to happen 
in the country,” she said. “1 don’t 
think any vote is wasted. There are 
so many people who would love to 
have that right.” 

> ^ tina.arons@ttu.edu
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TURNING POINT
McNeill, defense boks hack to ‘0 7  O S 17 matchup as lesson learned for Tech’s defense

By ALEX YBARRA
Staff W hiter

S in ce  replacing form er Texas 
Tech Defensive Coordinator Lyle 
Setencich after a wild game against 
O klahom a S tate  in 2007 , Ruffin 
McNeill does not see the defensive 
improvements as his doing, despite 
what others on die team may say.

“It’s not me, it’s our players,” M c
Neill said. “We tell them every week 
it’s not our call, they’re the call. The 
players have taken accountability 
and responsibility for what they want 
to accomplish. A ll the credit and all 
the compliments go to the players on 
our team.”

McNeill was promoted to defen
sive coordinator after the Cowboys 
racked up 610 total yards —  366 
rushing —  on its way to a 49-45 win 
in a game with eight lead changes 
and 1,328 yards of total offense.

A  week after Tech receiver M i
chael Crabtree makes the game
winning catch  against Texas, the 
All-Am erican receiver gets a shot 
at redemption against Oklahom a 
State.

Crabtree’s dropped touchdown 
pass in the end zone with 19 seconds 
remaining sealed the win for the 
Cowboys, who scored with 1:37 left 
to take the lead.

“I was sick to my stomach,” Tech 
safaty Darcel M cBath said. “I played 
the worst game I’ve ever been a part

of. I mean hats off to those guys. 
They played their tails off last year. 
They were ready to play and we 
weren’t.”

From a T ech  standpoint, the 
porous defense became the biggest 
problem facing the team, and M c
Neill stepped in as the savior.

“From the beginning, I th ink 
he inspired the group,” Tech coach 
Mike Leach said of M cNeill’s influ
ence on the defense. “Our effort was 
way more inspired once Ruffin took 
over, and I think that continues. “We 
were a real young team defensively, 
still relatively young now. I think 
they’ve gotten better. They haven’t 
just gotten better in their individual 
abilities, but as far as just playing 
together I think they play together 
as a unit,”

The defense was the best in the 
conference for the rest of the season 
and has continued to improve.

This season, Tech ranks first in 
total defense in the Big 12 Confer
ence allowing 349.6 yards per game, 
second in turnovers with 22 and 
third in sacks with 24.

W hen No. 2 Tech continues its 
run against ranked opponents with 
No. 8 Oklahom a S tate at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at Jones A T & T  Stadium, 
Cowboys quarterback Zac Robinson 
said he sees a much better defense 
than last season.

“I think there’s no question that 
they’ve improved a lot since we

played them last year, defensively,” 
sa:îd R obinson , who was one o f 
three O SU  players to rush for 100 
yards against Tech in 2007. “You 
saw that on Saturday against Texas 
that they’re a very good defense. The 
Texas offense spread it out a little 
more than they have all year. T hat’s 
a credit to Tech’s defense and how 
they’ve been playing and statisti
cally, I think they’re one of the better 
teams in the Big 12.”

Tech safety Daniel Charbonnet 
called the 2007 O SU  game a “turn
ing point.” The defense turned its 
act around by feeding off M cNeill’s 
energy and evolving into a cohesive 
unit, he said, but the game also 
served as a “gut check.”

“Every now and then we’ll see 
some clips of that game, and we’ll 
never wanna play like that again,” 
said Charbonnet, who is tied with 
M cBath for first in the Big 12 with 
five interceptions. “We just didn’t 
play good as players, we didn’t step 
up individually.”

M cNeill is one of those father- 
figure type of coaches, w hich ex
plains why his players try so hard to 
impress him. M cBath said McNeill 
told him to get two interceptions 
against Kansas, and the senior fol
lowed through with three picks in a 
span of four plays.

Before the second half against 
Texas, M cN eill ordered M cB ath  
and Charbonnet to pull down an

PHOTO BY KERRY LENTZ/The Daily Toreador 

TEXAS TECH DEFENSIVE Coordinator Ruffin McNeill was promoted after the Red Raiders’ 49-45 loss to 
Oklahoma State last season. Now the defense ranks first in the Big 12 Conference in total defense this season, 
allowing 349 .6  yards per game..
interception and run it back for a 
touchdown. About five minutes later,
Charbonnet ran a Colt McCoy inter
ception 18 yards for a score.

“No one deserves (respect) more 
than they do,” Tech tackle Rylan 
Reed said. “T h ey ’ve been kicked 
on. They’ve been doubted. No one’s

i

been doubted more than Texas Tech’s 
defense. But they know they gotta 
keep doing it.” 
>^ daniel.ybarra@ttu.edu

Tech soccer plans for upset against Oklahoma State 
in first round of Big 12 Conference Tournament

By STEVEN RYAN
Staff Writer

T h e Texas Tech women’s soccer 
team has accom plished many new 
feats in  its second season under 
coach  Tom Stone.

By making the Big 12 C onfer
en ce  Tournam ent this year, the 
2008  Red Raiders becam e the first 
team in school history to make the 
conference’s postseason in consec
utive seasons. By scoring 34  goals, 
it becam e the highest scoring team 
in school history since the 1996 
squad that scored 53 goals in the 
first year o f the Big 12.

O klahom a S ta te  now awaits in

the first round o f the Big 12 Tour
nam ent, and T ech  has a chance 
to win its first conference tourna
m ent m atch in school history.

W ith  O klahom a losing Friday 
to O S U , N o. 8-seeded Tech  kicks 
off the Big 12 Tournam ent against 
No. 1-seeded O klahom a S ta te  at 
5 :30  p.m. today at Blossom Soccer 
Stadium  in San  A ntonio .

“In  th e past two years there  
have been a lot o f firsts wdth this 
group,” S to n e  said, “it  would be 
huge (to  win our first Big 12 Tour
nam ent gam e).”

W in n in g  w ill  n o t  b e  easy  
though.

O klahom a S ta te  is th e  class

THE Daily Crossword E d ite d  by W a y n e  R o b e rt  W illia m s

ACROSS
1 B rew sk i
5  S h o o t fro m  

c o v er
1 0  P rin c ip a l 

S k in n e r's  
n e m e s is

1 4  G r iz z ly  w e a p o n
1 5  S to p  b y
1 6  Ta ll ta le  te lle r
1 7  D a n c e r  P av lo va
1 8  S u rro u n d e d  by
1 9  P re te n tio u s ly  

c re a tive
2 0  1 9 7 7  P G A  

C h a m p io n s h ip  
w in n e r

2 3  O p p o s ite  o f th e  
s ev e n  s e a s ?

2 4  W ith in  re a ch
2 8  O p e n in g s
2 9  "P u rsu it o f th e  

G ra f
31  "E xo d u s" h e ro
3 2  B a s e s  o n  ba ils
3 4  G ird e r m a te ria l
3 5  F D R 's  B lu e  

E a g le
3 6  S o o th in g  

ad d itiv e
3 7  S lin g  m u d
3 8  N a b o k o v  novel
3 9  R P M  p a rt
4 0  G u s h e s  forth
41  L o v e rs ' m e e tin g
4 2  B a rd 's  b e fo re
4 3  B u llrin g  s h o u ts
4 4  O p p . o f suffix
4 5  F irs  fro m  a  low - 

fly ing  a irc ra ft
4 7  S h a rp  fac ia l 

co n to rtio n
5 0  S lu g g e r w ith  

s e c o n d -m o s t  
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6 2  S u p p e d
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DOWN
1 B u rn  w ith  hot 

w a te r
2  O f  a n  a rm  

b o n e

By Edgar Fontaine 
Dighton, MA
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Tuesday's Puzzle Solved
3  "L e th a l 

W e a p o n "  s ta r
4  T c h a ik o v s k y  

b a lle t
5  G iv e s  rise  to
6  W a n d e re r
7  A p p le  p ro d u ct
8  W a y  to  b e  

tick led
9  A p p lie d  

scien tis t
1 0  W ild  t im e
11 B ro a d c a s t
1 2  D o u b le -c ro s s e r
1 3  A ttem p t
21 K issers
2 2  H o lid a y  so n g
2 5  C a n d y  b ran d
2 6  G a llic o  novel,

" M r s .__ G o e s
to  Paris"

2 7  L au g h in g
2 9  M e d le y  m e a ls
3 0  P o tp ie  v e g g ie s
3 2  M e rc h a n d is e
3 3  W a tc h fu l
3 4  H o o k 's  m a te
3 7  M a g n ific e n t
3 8  F irs t pub lic  

p e rfo rm a n c e
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4 0  S e a t  fo r sev e ra l
41 C u t b a c k  
4 4  O ffe re d  a

d e v o u t petition
4 6  L o ve  in 

L im o u s in
4 7  F ire p la c e  

e le m e n t
4 8  S ilk -c o tto n  tre e

4 9  P o u n d  a n d  
S to n e

51 S u sh i w ra p p in g
5 2  D y n a s ty  b e fo re  

M in g
5 3  Y o d e le r's  p e rc h
5 4  _____________ d e  J a n e iro
5 5  K e a n u  in "T h e  

M atrix"

Office o f  the Ombudsman
A safe p la ce  for students & staff 
fa bring co n cerns.

What is an Ombudsman?
(pronounced OM3U0Z-MEN):

One who hears concerns and helps to 
achieve equitable settlements.

Confidential • Independent • Informal

2Z7Sfodent Union Bldg 806*742*479J

o f th e  Big 12 after w inning its 
first co n fe re n ce  t i t le  in  sch o o l 
history.

T h e  Cowgirls went undefeated 
during the non-conference stretch 
o f their season and 7 -1 -2  in Big 
12 play to finish the year 16-1-2 . 
W ith  69 goals the Cowgirls are tied 
w ith N otre Dame as the highest 
scoring offense in the nation.

W hen the Big 12 announced its 
season awards and all-conference 
teams earlier this week, Oklahom a 
S ta te  ended up w ith the O ffensive 
Player o f the Year in senior Yo
landa Odenyo, the C oach  o f the 
Year in C olin  Carm ichael and four 
other all-conference honorees.

“W e know we have a lot o f work 
ahead o f us and we know its going 
to take a lo t to beat them  because 
they  are obviously a very good 
team ,” junior Zhaleh Rezaie said. 
“But I feel like we have grown over 
the season and I know we have got
ten better w ith each  game so I feel 
like we got a good ch an ce .”

T h e Red Raiders suffered their 
w orst loss o f th e  season at the 
hands o f C k lah om a S ta te  when 
they were beat 5-1 in  Stillw ater, 
C k la .

T he Cow'girls put three goals on 
the board in the first 30  minutes 
and outshot the Red Raiders 27-7 
for the evening.

R ezaie said she believ ed  the

team  ca m e o u t a l i t t l e  s h e l l 
sh o ck ed  in  th a t  gam e b ecau se 
they beat th e  Cowgirls last year 
and were n ot prepared w'hen C S U  
jumped on them  w ith an array of 
early goals.

T h is tim e around, Rezaie said 
her team  should com e out more 
prepared because they have a b et
ter idea o f what to expect.

“T hey kind o f killed us in co n 
feren ce  play, but we know th at 
was n ot our best gam e,” ju n io r 
Sarabeth  C lop ton  said. “W e did 
not perform well at all there. It 
was probably our worst game we 
played in the con feren ce.”

S to n e  said  he b e lie v e d  his 
team  m ak in g  c o n s e c u tiv e  B ig  
12 Tournam ent appearances is a 
step in the right d irection for the 
program, especially because o f the 
injuries the Red Raiders suffered 
this season. Five o f T ech ’s opening 
day starters missed significant time 
this season w ith injuries.

“T his team really surprised us in 
their ability to be flex ib le ,” S tone 
said. “If you told me before the year 
that we would lose five starters, I 
would say the chances o f us making 
the tournam ent would have been 
fairly slim .”

A  live feed o f the T ech -C kla- 
hom a S ta te  m atch can be seen at 
B igl2sports.com . 
) ^ steven.ryan@ttu.edu

Oa^OREADOR
Do you get up with 

the chickens?
Imagine being done with your work day before 

your classes even begin.
We have an opening to be apart of our 

circulation department to deliver 
The Daily Toreador to our campus locations.

15-20 hour per week.
Must have good driving record and insurance.

Pick up and return applications in 
103 Student Media Bldg.

Lytle named to A ll-B ig 1 2  
second team, all-newcomer team

Making the All-Big 12 G m - 
ference Second Team and Big 12 
All-Newcomer Team 

;is an accomplishment 
for anybody.

But in Tech coach 
Tom  S to n e ’s eyes, 
re d sh itr  fresh m an  
Taylor Lytle makir^ 
both teams truly an

Lytle was forced 
to redshirt her first 
seasun in Lubbock 
last year becaitse of a torn ACL. 
M inor complications with the 
rehab kept her out o f spring and 
summer practices, leaving the 
coaches unsure about her status 
until weeks before the season 
opener.

But Lytle made if hack m 
time for season kickoff and she 
went on to play a mtijor role in 
leading Tech to consecutive I îg 
12 Tournaments tor the first time 
In school history.

“W e are not surprised at all 
bec^v)^ she has had an outstand
ing season,” Stone said, “i t ’s a lor 
to  take on for her stature at 5 T ’ 
iind 120 pounds. I'm really glad 
the other coaches in the Rig 12 
recognized what she has done

and voted l)cr on rhe team.’’
Lytle finished the season with 

five goals and eight as- 
sii,tö. T he eight assists 
ha\ e her second in the 
Big 12 in that aitegoty 
and one behind  the 
Tech single season assist 
record of nine. Five of 
those assists came in Big 
12 games which gives 
her the conference lead 

LYTLE in that category.
She also led the team 

in points with IS  and started every 
single game this season despite tear
ing .s( imc cartilage m her other knee 
against Iowa State on O ct. 17.

L>tie is the first Red Raider ro 
make two posrseason teams in the 
same year.

T h e  team also placed eight 
pliyers on the Academic All-Big 12 
First Team. Tma Rincon and Shan- 
m >n Sims were the seniors honored. 
They both earned the honor forthe 
third time in their careers, juniors 
Brittney Harrison, Sarabeth Clop
ton, jermifer Kammercr and Mae- 
gan W ilber earned the honor for 
the second time. Sophomore Katie 
Hinds and junior Emmie Bennett 
ate first-time recipients. 

steven.ryan@ttai.edu

Armstrong still unsure about return
SAN DIEGO (A P) —  Lance 

Armstrong has yet to decide whether 
he will try for ati eighth Tour de France 
title in 2009.

“I want to say I’m not trying to 
be coy; I’m not playing games with 
them (the Tour) or with fans or 
with media. I simply don’t know,” 
Armstrong said Tuesday during wind 
tunnel testing at the San Diego Air 
&  Space Technology' Center. “I’m

Aaron Women’s Clinic
L icense#7305

Abortion Services 
Free Pregnancy Testing

(806) 792-6331

not in a hurry. It’s Nov. 4. ...
“I know there is tension. There is 

temion with French cycling fans, with 
French media and certainly tension 
with the organizers. And right now I 
don’t want to deal with tension. And 
1 don’t know if I want to deal with 
tension in July.”

Jean-Etienne Amaury, the new 
president of the Tour’s organizer, said 
last month that Armstrong had “em
barrassed” the event.

Armstrong suggested his safety 
might be at risk if he enters the Tour 
again. The /\ustin, Texas, resident re
called watching his hometown college 
football team, the Texas Longhorns, 
lose at Texas Tech last weekend.
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Texas Tech women’s golf team 
ends fall season on high note

By KEVIN CULLEN
S taff W riter

TTie Texas Tech women’s golf team 
finished its fall season completely dif
ferent from the way it started.

The Lady Raiders finished in a tie 
for second in the Challenge at Wolf- 
dancer on Monday in Austin, the final 
fall tournament. Tech tied with Texas 
State, while No. 31 Colorado took the 
tournament.

Senior Megan Dowdy tied for first 
in the tournament, becoming the first 
to do so for Tech since Kim Kolb won
in 2004.

“Megan Dowdy played phenom
enal,” Tech coach Stacey Totman 
said. “She’s been really striking the 
ball well over the last semester. This 
week I think was just a matter of 
her getting some putts to drop and 
I think that happened for this week. 
She played great and it was a long 
time coming for her and I’m really 
proud of her.”

Fellow senior Ulrika Van Niekerk 
also was impressive, Totman said, as 
she tied for 11th place.

“Ulrika has just been a solid rock 
for us this whole fall,” she said. “She 
seems to have been one of the players 
we know we’re gonna count on for 
a solid round. Sh e’s just managing 
her game so well. She’s really been 
focused in on not necessarily tech
nical golf swing stuff but just golf 
course management stuff and making 
good decisions. She is a phenomenal 
player.”

The performance of the team’s 
younger players throughout the fall is 
something Totman said is exciting for 
the future of the program.

Totm an said sophomores A lex 
Gibson and Jackie Smith, and junior 
Rosalyn Kim have been in the Top 5 
of the lineup for the majority of the 
season and have played very well.

“It’s really exciting to know that 
next year we’ll have some more kids 
that will be able to step up and maybe 
help take over where Megan and Uli

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

MEGAN DOWDY TIED for first at the challenge at Wolfdance in 
Austin

have left off,” Totman said.
The play and leadership the team 

has received from the two seniors has 
elevated the play of the underclass
men, Totman said.

“It’s just really positive all the 
w^y around for them,” she said. “To 
see, ‘this is what I need to be doing 
a couple years from now to help the 
team compete for tournament wins 
and conference championships and 
things.’ I think that (Van Niekerk and 
Dowdy) are just really great examples 
for. those younger kids.”

T h e  Lady Raiders began the 
season with a 17 th place finish in the 
Ptarmigan Ram Fall Classic in Fort 
Collins, Colo.

Totman said the slow start might 
have served as a driving force for the 
team to improve and perform better 
as the season progressed.

“I think we didn’t get off to the 
start we were looking for,” she said. 
“I think that in itself was a motiva
tor because we had really high goals 
coming in. We were kind of I think a 
little shocked at how we started, but 
they were very determined and hard 
working and dedicated and they went 
out and worked really hard on their 
games. I think we can look back and 
feel like we’ve accomplished a lot.”

Tech golfers were unavailable to 
comment for this story.
9^ kevin.m.cullen@ttu.edu

Tech volleyball uses previous loss as 
motivation for match against Iowa St.

By KEVIN CULLEN
Staff W riter

For some teams, an earlier loss 
to an opponent may intimidate 
them , but the Texas Tech volley
ball team uses it as m otivation.

T ech  (5 -1 9 , 0 -13  in Big 12 
Conference play) is back at home 
as it faces Iowa State (15-9 , 7-6 
in Big 12 play) at 7 p.m. today in 
the U nited Spirit Arena.

T he Red Raiders are coming 
off a 3-1 loss to Missouri, while 
the Cyclones lost their last match 
3 -1  to  n a tio n a l pow er N o. 2 
Nebraska.

Tech  lost in straight sets to 
Iowa State on O ct. 15 in Ames, 
Iow a, w h ich  m iddle b lo ck e r  
Amanda Dowdy said motivates 
her to play them  again.

“I ’m very excited  about the 
m atch, because when we went 
there we had not so good o f a 
game,” she said. “This team is a 
really strong team and it’s gonna 
be really com petitive. I think as 
long as we show up to play like 
we did against Colorado and we 
finish out the game, we’ll be OK. 
W e gotta com e in and exp ect 
to win.”

T h e  C y c lo n e s  d o m in ated  
w ith  th e ir  attack s in th e  last 
meeting as they had a .441 attack 
percentage compared to the Red 
Raiders’ .118.

IS U ’s V ictoria H enson tallied 
16 kills in the last m atch and cur
rently is third in the Big 12 with 
4 .09  kills per set.

T h e  Red Raiders are a differ
ent team  now. Dowdy said, as 
they have seen adversity and are 
more together now than the last 
time they faced the Cyclones.

“W ith  the traveling and ev
erybody —  w e’re a ll a team  
again ,” she said. “Everybody’s 
playing. It was just transitioning 
back to where we were and we 
just did not show up to play that 
game and it wasn’t fun because 
we weren’t competing with them

PHOTO BY KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

TEXAS T EC H ’S HAYLEY Ball spikes the ball past Texas’ Michelle 
Kocher. The Red Raiders take on Iowa State at 7 p.m. today in the United 
Spirit Areana.

and I expect us to come out here 
and com pete and it ’ll be a good 
game.”

T ech  still is search ingT or its 
first Big 12 victory as it has lost 
32-stra ig ht conference m atches, 
dating back to last year.

Dowdy said the team ’s record 
gives it the ability  to play w ith 
no fear.

“W e have nothing to lose right 
now —  absolutely noth ing ,” she 
said. “W e need to be the team mak
ing the big plays —  hitting the ball 
every single time, because the worst 
that can happen is you get blocked 
and we’ll be there to cover you.”

C o n s is te n c y  is a p o in t  th e  
R ed  R aid ers  h a v e  stressed  a ll 
season long, and se tte r  K arlyn  
M eyers b e liev es  it w ill be key 
against th e  C y clones.

“Iowa State, they have some re
ally good outside hitters and stuff,” 
she said. “They are a solid team all 
the way around and we just need to 
stay consistent the whole time like 
we did mostly against Colorado and 
then just hopefully finish it off at 
the end when we need to .”

Dow dy said  b ecau se  o f  h er 
personality, not having a Big 12 
win at this point in the season is 
hard for her.

“I can’t even tell you how bad I 
want a Big 12 win,” she said. “Every 
time we lose it is devastating for me 
and I am not O K  with losing and 
I’m not content with where we are 
at all. I want a Big 12 win as much 
as any o f my teammates do, even 
more because I’m very competitive, 
so I expect us to win.” 
^ kevin.m.cullen@ttu.edu
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WILL TYPE all types of papers and e-mail back to 
you. Lots of experience. Call Keri 806-549-8685. 
averysnana@zanadoo.com.

COLLEGE TUTORING: algebra, calculus, pre-cal
culus, trigonometry, chemistry, biology, anatomy, 
English, history. W e now have more math tutors 
availablel 806-368-5629.

NEED A TUTOR?
Club Z! In home tutoring. All subjects. Pre K-col- 
lege. Reading, writing, math, science, SAT/ACT 
prep, study skills course, LD/ADD, autism, speech 
therapy. 1-on-1, in your home, affordable rates, 
flexible schedules. 806-368-5629. 
www.dub2.com.

VIOLIN, VIOLA, fiddle, piano lessons. Teacher is 
an accomplished studio musician with many years 
of experience private teaching. (806) 317-0042.

$12.00/HR. (up to). Perfect student job. Conduct 
phone surveys. Opinion Resources, 3602 Slide 
B-26.

50TH STREET CABOOSE
Lubbock’s busiest restaurant & sports bar hiring: 
servers, bartenders, doormen, hosts. Apply in per
son 5027 50th. 796-2240.

AIRCRAFT REFUELERS full-time with benefits or 
part time. Flexible schedule. Must pass back
ground check and drug test. $9.50/hour $9. Apply 
in person. Lubbock Aero.

BEST COLLEGE JOB
Apply in store or online at www.getasupertan.com. 
SuperTan 3 iocations in Lubbock. 82nd & Univer
sity, 82nd & Slide or 4th & Slide Road.

CDL TRUCK drivers wanted for 2008 grain har
vest, also need cotton harvest help. Located near 
Idalou. Call 806-781-3566.

COPPER CABOOSE
Hiring bartenders, cocktails for Texas Hold'Em 

Tournaments. Tue/Thur/Sun 7pm. 56th & Ave Q. 
744-0183.

EARN EXTRA money. Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day being a mystery shopper. 
No experience required. Call 1-800-722-4791.

EL CHICO now hiring wait staff for lunch shifts. 
Apply in person 4301 Marsha Sharp (Brownfield 
Highway). Next to Otto’s and La Quinta.

FEDEX GROUND hiring part time package han- 
dlers. Starting pay $9.50/hr. $1500/year tuition as
sistance available. 3:30-8a.m. Tuesday - Saturday. 
Apply at 8214 Ash Ave (SE comer of Central 
Freight).

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES AVAILABLE
Typist needed. Training classes start November 
10. Paid training for 3 weeks, 6pm-midnight. After 
training $7.50/hr, $8 on weekends. Differential pay 
on weekends. Must be able to type 50 wpm. Flexi
ble schedule. 20 hrs/week required. Apply In per
son 4601 50th St. suite 100 (inside Pueblo build
ing). Call 794-2757.

HAROLD’S
Retail sales associates for fun women’s apparel 
store. Full days Mon., Wed., or Fri. orTues., Thurs. 
and week ends. Apply at Harold’s 8201 Quaker Av
enue in Kingsgate Center.

HILLCREST GOLF and country dub is now hiring 
experienced wait staff and bartenders. Apply In per
son at 4011 N. Boston.

IMMEDIATE OPENING for Professional Assistant 
position at Insurance Agency. Professional people 
skills and dress. Enthusiastic, great attitude and ex
cellent communication skills a must. Schedule 
needed: 8.30 to 1.00 and 1.00 to 5.30. Monday 
through Friday. Wage: $6.55 hour + Bonus (usu
ally equal around $8.00 to $8.25 an hour). Please 
call 785-4456 to schedule an interview. Ask for Pe
ter.

IMMEDIATE OPENING! Part-time person needed 
in busy insurance office. Heavy telephone market
ing for auto insurance leads. Hours: 4:30-7:30 pm. 
Monday through Thursday. $7.00/hour + Generous 
Bonus. Please call 785-4456 to schedule an inter
view. Ask for Peter.

MAKE UP to $75 each taking Online Surveys. 
www.CashToSpend.com

MAMARITA’S HIRING counter staff and bar- 
tenders. Flexible hours. Weekly pay. Apply at 
6602 Slide Road.

MUSIC MASTERS is the largest mobile Karaoke 
DJ Service in West Texas. W e perform at hun
dreds of events annually. We are looking for part- 
time disc/karaoke jockeys to work in Lubbock 
Texas. You must be available to work weekends. 
Please send inquiries to
musicmasters@nts-online.net or call 806-549-1991.

OFFICE ASSISTANCE Oil and Gas Partnership.
Part time flexible hours $10. Knowledge of Excel/- 
Word. Data entry, phone, filing, general ledger, 
financial background beneficial. Resume to VA 
Johnston 2727 81st Street.

OTTO’S GRANARY
Specialty store. Coffee, gifts, Godiva. Open 9am - 
9pm daily, 1 2 - 6  Sunday. Flexible shifts. Morning 
& afternoon shifts available. Apply in person only 
@  Otto’s Granary, 4119 Marsha Sharp Freeway 
(between El Chico Restaurant and La Quinta Ho
tel).

PART TIME baby sitter needed. 3pm-6pm. Child 
experience preferable. 698-0818.

PART TIME SALES
Business Hygiene is seeking P/T Sales Associates 
in Lubbock. Momings/aftemoons available. Great 
earnings potential. Call David at 791-3388 to 
schedule interview.

PART-TIME Courier deliver documents to court
house, answer phones, filing. Start immediately. 
Must have reliable transportation, good driving 
record. Prefer Mon-Fri 9-1 (if hours are problem, 
email hours available for each day). Apply at 
J. LIvermoore at cdmlaw.com.

PART-TIME COURIERS NEEDED!
Mon-Fri only, $8.00/hr, flexible hours. Avero Diag
nostics. 687-7284.

PART-TIME wait staff needed. Ask for Roy. Apply 
in person 1406 Research Blvd.

PERFECT STUDENT work! Process rebates on
line! $15 perform. $200+day possible. 
www.TexasDataJobs.info.

POSITION AVAILABLE. Optométrie assistant/re- 
ceptionlst. Current resume requested. Independent 
Doctor of Optometry located In South Plains Mall. 
806-771-3626.

REDRAIDERSNEEDJOBS.COM
Paid survey takers needed in Lubbock. 100% free 
to join. Click on Surveys.

RUDY’S BBQ now hiring full and part time cooks 
and cashiers. Starting at $8.00 per hour depending 
on experience.

THE W OODHOUSE Day Spa is in search of a Spa 
Concierge who is responsible for welcoming 
guests, preparing them for services, ensuring their 
comfort and relaxation through guest amenities, 
proper guest flow through the spa on daily basis, 
and to ensure that our guests’ expectations are ex
ceeded every day. We are looking for an individual 
who is passionate about caring for people and who 
has outstanding communication skills. If you would 
like to apply for this incredible opportunity, please 
e-mail your resume to 
erica@lubbock.woodhousespas.com.

WE BUY BOOKS EVERYDAY!
Red & Black. 6th and University. Behind Chili’s. 
4140 19th St.

$450/MONTH! ONE bedroom, one bath furnished 
units located at 5016 Kenosha. Move in specials 
available. Call FirstMark for information at (806) 
793-8759. www.FirstMarkRealtors.com

3/2 DUPLEX. Southwest Lubbock. Great neighbor
hood. New carpet/paint. $950/month, $695/deposit. 
773-5556,687-8030.

3414 A 26th Street. 2/1/1 Close to Tech. Wood/ce- 
ramic. W /D connections. $640/mo. $400 deposit. 
806-252-8668.

3704 25TH Street. 3/2. Close to Tech. Wood/cer- 
maic. Quite Neighborhood. W /D connections. 
$900/mo. $500 deposit. Available mid December. 
806-252-8668.

4 BEDROOM/4 Bath. 3 car garage 1890 s.f. Free 
November/December rent. $1800/month through 
May 2010.928-9936.

BED AND rails with new mattress. Guest room for 
holidays? $295.806-549-3110.

4116 33RD. House for rent. 3/1/1. Fenced yard. C 
H/A, all appliances, W /D, two living areas. $800. 
Available Nov. 20.773-8004 .

ALL BILLS paid. 10 blocks from Tech. Large home 
for 2. All appliances, W/D. $800/month. 2808 27th. 
281-1236,891-5768.

AVAILABLE NOW
Houses, duplexes, townhouses. Visit 
www.lubbock4rent.com. WestMark Property 
Management.

DOWNTOWN STUDIO APARTMENT
Not your typical cookie-cutter apartment experi
ence. 2 bedroom / 2 bath unit - 1450 sq. ft. New 
construction /  remodel of old warehouse.15' ex
posed wood/metal ceilings. Stained concrete 
floors. Wireless internet available. Very quiet, laid- 
back community. Perfect for Tech faculty, staff, 
graduate, law, & medical students. NOTE: all 
units require nonsmoking. $950/mo. Available 
now. Ask about our move in specials. 601 Main St. 
763-6097.

FOR RENT: 3/2/1 with central H/A, washer/dryer, 
dishwasher and stove included. $990/month with 
$500/deposit. 3811 26th. Call 806-798-3716.

HOUSES, DUPLEXES, TOWNHOUSES
www.lubbockrentpro.com. Westmark Property Man
agement.

LAMBERTS PROPERTIES, LLC 9609B Elmwood. 
212. New carpet, new paint. $600/$400; 6320A 7th. 
2/2/1 $750/$500; 3502 25th St. 2/2/1 $750/$500; 
3506 22nd Place. 3/1 $850/$500 New carpet, new 
paint; 3103A 110th St. 3/2/2 $850/$500; 3509 25th 
St. 3/1/1 $750/$500; 3721 31st St. 4/2 $800/$500. 
Landscaping included on all properties. Call 806- 
687-7228 or 806-687-0376. 
wviiw.lambertsproperties.com.

LYNNWOOD TOWNHOMES
2 & 3 bedroom duplexes. Each bedroom has bath. 
Garages. On Tech bus route. Immediate move in 
available. Call Lynnwood Town Homes 785-7772. 
NEAR CAMPUS. Faculty/serious student. Central, 
appliances, covered parking. 1 & 2 bedroom 
houses. 747-6555.

NICE 2 & 3 bedroom houses near campus. All ap- 
pliances furnished. Great neighborhood. No pets. 
toadstoolproperties.com. 796-0774.

RENT HOUSE 2/2/1. Appliances. Tile. W/D  
hookups. $825/month, $400.00/deposit (NorthStar 
vicinity) 4625 Erskine, 806 787-6865 or 773-2070.

STUDENT SPECIAL close to campus. 2 & 1 bed- 
rooms. $325 and up. Move in ready! 806-831-3098.

STUDENTS CALL on the following locations for 
houses & apartments: 2606 21st, 5217 42nd, 
8206 Lynnhaven, 2604C 21st, 4916 7th. 797-2212.

W HISPERW OOD QUAD 2/1. All appliances includ
ing W/D. Fireplace, ceiling fans. Back unit. Small 
yard. $550+$350.797-9893.

BEDROOM SET, all wood. Never used. Guest 
room? $499. 806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW double PT mattress set $105. Twin 
mattress set $99. New, warranty. 806-438-0081.

BRAND NEW  microfiber sofa, loveseat, 3 piece 
table set, boxed. $550.806-549-3110.

BRAND NEW  queen pillow top mattress 2 piece 
set, in plastic, warranty. $115.806-549-3110.

FOR SALE! 2/2/2
Garden home on golf course. Large isolated mas
ter suite. 5922 2nd. $133,999.806-786-8499.

FURNITURE PKG! New! Living room, bedroom, 
dining room, $1475! 806-549-3110.

KING PILLOW top mattress and box spring. 
Sealed In plastic $250.806-549-3110.

KITCHEN TABLE & 4 chairs. Never used. Boxed. 
For family meals. $175.806-549-3110.

LEATHER COUCH, love, 3 piece table set, new 
from mfg. List $2099, sell $650.806-549-3110.

LOVELY CHERRY 6-pc dining table & chairs. New. 
For holiday meals. $399.806-549-3110.

MATTRESS, FURNITURE
5127 34th Street (34th & Slide). 785-7253.

MEMORY FOAM (no coils) mattress and founda
tion. Brand new! $350.806-438-0081.

OWNER CARRIES two great rental homes in Tech 
area; 5515 Auburn (3/2/2) & 5713 7th (2/2). Gar
den home. Flexible terms & payments. 797-6358.

T  CUP Yorkie puppie for adoption. I want to give 
out my lovely baby to someone that will take good 
care of her. If you are interested, please contact 
me via email bill.jordan77@yahoo.com.

NEED CASH
Buying any gold/silver jewelry. Any Condition.
Avery and others. Varsity Jewelers 1311 University.

TEXAS TECH
officially licensed rings. Men’s from $495. Wom
en’s from $275. Varsity Jewelers. 1311 University.

WE PAY on the spot for gently brand name cloth
ing & accessories. Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister, 
Lucky, Seven, Juicy & designer handbags. Guys & 

iris. 806-777-8622.

LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHURCH HOME?
vmw.c3power.org.

THE GOLD STOP
Cash for gold, silver, jeweriy, coins, watches, etc. 
2423 34th. Open M-F 9am-6pm. 806-747-4653, 
790-7074.

YOUR GIFT MEANS THE WORLD
Consider donating your eggs to help other women. 
Your time is worth $2500-$3500. The Centre for 
Reproductive Medicine. 788-1212.

1 FEMALE FOR 2/2
needed at University Trails. $555/mo. Covers utili
ties, cable, Internet. Fully furnished. Close to cam
pus. No pets. December ‘08 and August ‘09 rent 
PAID. Can move in mid-December (after I gradu
ate!). Please call 210-789-6492.

FEMALE ROOMMATE
Needed! Cute 2bd/1ba house in Tech Terrace Wrth 
big back yard. Call 979-77-9144.

$5000 PAID EGG DONORS
plus expense. Non/smoker, ages 19-29 
SAT>1100/ACT>24, GPA>3.0. Contact; 
info@eggdonorcenter.com if qualified.

EZ DEFENSIVE DRIVING.
Free Chicken Fried Steak Included! Only $26.95. 
Cell 781-2931. More Information 
www.LubbockClass.com.

GUITAR LESSONS
all styles/levels by internationally acclaimed gui
tarist. Study with the best! 806-747-6108. 
www.susangrisanti.com.

IMMIGRATION AHORNEYS
Whittenburg Law Fiitii 820 Buddy Holly Ave. Pan 
Am Legal Building, Suite #11, Lubbock, 79401. 
806-712-2800.

IMPROVE YOUR English FREE! Call Linda at 788- 
3214 to register for FREE Conversational English 
Lessons. Register by Tuesday, November 11th.

INCH LOSS/DETOX
with an Infra-red body wrap. Lose 900-1200 calo
ries each session. $30 special for Tech students! 
Ask about our unlimited use. Lindsey’s Medical 
Day Spa 687-5757

TIMEOUT SPORTS MASSAGE - Take a break, re- 
lax, enjoy a massage. Call Mike at 806-928-1705.

WAXING
Brazillian, $35. Bikini, $20. Lip & brow, $15. 
Camille, 797-9777x245, @  Lindsey’s 3307 83rd.

PSOO-SKimfllD
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The Rec Center and 
the Aquatic Center 

will be closing at 
4:00pm on Saturday 

for the Oklahoma 
State game. 
Phone: 742-3351

The Outdoor Pursuits Center has cruzer bikes you can 
rent for free and Mountain and Road bikes for a fee.

We also have a bike shop for your flat tires, general 
maintainence and specialty work. We can everything for 
your bike! Stop by today to see how we can help you!

Website: www.rescsports.ttu.edu Box 2151

1 3 -  Houston Downtown 3 
lor
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and snowboard shop! You can 
serve ski and snowboard equip

ment up to 2 wcck.s in advance of 
your trip. So if you are heading

break, you can reserv e your 
equipment in the next few weeks!

Be on the lookout for next 
semester’s trip schedule!!

planned! Including a ski

m »

Fit/Well

Flu Shots
We will be hosting OccMed Associates of Lubbock 
for flu shots on Thursday, November 6 from 4-7 pm 
in Room 201.  Cost is $22 (exact cash or check made 
out to OccMed). Payment is due at time of the shot. 
Open to anyone affiliated with Tech. Minimum age 
limit is 4 years old. Immediate families can be 
included. Must call 742.3828 to register by noon on 
November 5. Shots will be first come first served but 
all those who have registered will get a shot. Ques
tions? Call 742.3828 or stop by the FitAVell. Please 
go to www.recsports.ttu.edu to look at the detailed 
flyer on the shots and to download the form that can 
be filled out in advance for the shots.

Aquatic Center

Looking for a Job?
The Aquatics Center w il i^  accepting applications for 
lifeguard positions for the Spring Semester. Interviews will be 
conducted the week November 17. Get your application in to 
the Aquatics Center as soon as you can!

For more information about what working in the Aquatics 
Center entails, please call Melissa at 742-3896 or stop by the 
pool during normal operating hours. We would be happy to 
answer any questions you may have!

Lifeguard Challenge
Are you currently 
certified and about to 
expire? Are you cer
tified by another 
agency other than 
American Red Cross?
We have a challenge 
system especially for
you! Update your Think you can eat what Michael Phelps 
certification by taking eats for breakfast and then swim this 
this Red Cross chal- long course? We don't recommend you 
lenge course. The cost trying to eat 10,000 calories in a day, but 
is $75 ($40 for CPR definitely want you out for this great

only).
November 16 
1:00 - 4:00pm

Intramural Sports

swim! This event is designed to test your 
personal limits. The swim is free and 
T-shirts are available for purchase. (Yes! 
We count the laps for you!)

Wellness Blood Screenings November 20
Parties, delicious food. .  the holiday season approaches quickly. Get some solid proof of your health 
profile and resolve to maintain those numbers during the holidays.
Covenant Corporate Services will draw blood. Results of Blood tests include Lipid Profile ($10), 
Glucose ($5), Wellness Chemistry profile ($25), CBC ($20), Thyroid ($15), PSA ($20), H.pylori ($15), 
C-Reactive Protein ($30and Homocysteine ($35).

Colon Cancer Screening Kit ($10) will also be offered but does not require a blood draw. For descrip
tions, please go to www.recsports.ttu.edu. Rec Center membership is NOT required. Please register by 
Wednesday, November 19 at noon by calling 742.3828. Payment (cash or check) is due the morning of 
the tests. FirstCare participants need to bring a copy of their insurance card.. Please come fasting (no 
food or beverages 10 hours prior). Make a commitment to better health. Begin by learning your current 
blood levels and continue with exercise, better nutrition and stress management.

Swim Meet Sign-ups Have Started!
I I * 'Now - November 12

-Sign U p  before in Rm . 203  or at the event! 
-Events include 2 0 0  yard m edley relay, 2 0 0  yard  
freestyle relay, 5 0  yard freestyle, 100 yard indi
vidual medley, 5 0  yard butterfly, 100 yard free
style, 50  yard backstroke, and 50  yard breast
stroke.

Í  ♦ m

Outdoor Pursuits
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Under the Influence
Film Presentation 

November 19 8:00pm At the SUB 
November 20 3:00pm At the SUB

The Outdoor Pursuits Center, Student Life, and 
Teton Gravity Research combine to give you a 
thrilling, adrenaline pumping experience like no 
other during the sports action movie “Under the 
Influence”, a film presented in 16mm and HD.

8th Auuual Wiuter Slam!
Nov. 15 Sign up today!
The Rec Sports Special Event Depart
ment is hosting the 8th Annual 5-on-5 
Winter Slam! The Winter Slam is a 
self-officiated tournament with the first 
team reaching 15 baskets winning. There 
will be a 25-minute running clock (if 15 
baskets are not reached); the team ahead 
at the end of 25-minutes is declared the 
winner. There is a $15 entry fee per 
team. Or donate 5 canned goods and 
enter for only $10! Each team will 
recieve 6 T-Shirts, or until supplies last. 
Limited space is available; so sign-up 
early! Registration will be taken until all 
team spots are filled!

coming together in the union

We would like to congratolate the 9-0 
Texas Tech Red Raiders 

on their upset o fth ellT  Longhorns, 
and their current number 2 BCS Ranking!

Wreck ‘em Teck!
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Student Union & Activities
Division of Student Affairs

Visit our website ot www.sub.ttu.edu
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