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Bush vetoes banning CIA interrogation

By DEB RIECHMANN around the world. The bill would have limited the toflypassenger planes intoaLosAngeles. Based on the margin of passage in
Associatep Press “This president had the chance to CIA to 19 interrogation techniques toweror London’s Heathrow Airportand  each chamber, it may prove difficult for
end the torture debate for good, yet he  that are used by the military and spelled ~ city buildings. the Democratic-controlled Congress to

WASHINGTON (AP) —Demo-  chose instead to leave the door open to ~ out in the Army Field Manual. Bush “Were it not for this program, our turn back Bush’s veto. It takes a two-
cratsand human rights advocates criti-  use torture in the future,” said Democratic  said he vetoed the measure because it is intelligence community believes that thirds majority, and the vote was 222-199
cized President Bush's veto Saturday of Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California,  important for the CIA tohave aseparate  al-Qaida and its allies would have suc- in the House and 51-45 in the Senate.
abill that would have banned the CIA  a member of the Senate Intelligence and classified interrogation program for ceeded in launching another attack Bush said he did not veto the bill
from using simulated drowning and Committee. suspected terrorists who possess critical ~against the American homeland,” the  specifically over waterboarding, a tech-
other coercive interrogation methods She said Bush ignored the advnce information about possible plots agamst president said. nique that simulates drowning. The
to gain information from suspected  of 43 retired generals and admirals and  the United States. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the ~ Army banned the use of waterboarding
terrorists. 18 national security experts, including Bush, who used his weekly radio nation’s ability tolead the worlddepends  or sensory deprivation on uncooperative
Obama SupPOI"terS more Bush said such tactics have formersecretaries of state and national se- ..address to announce the veto, said the ~on its morality, not military might. “We prisoners in 2006. The CIA, which also
hkely to Sk|p other races helped foil terrorist plots. His critics ~ curity-advisers, who supported the bill.  program had helped stop plots against a  will begin to reassert that moral authority  prohibited the practice in 2006, has

likened some methods to torture and “Torture is a black mark agamst the - Marine camp in Djibouti and the U.S. by attempting to override the president’s acknowledged using waterboarding on

DALLAS (AP) — A news- said they sullied America’s reputation = United States,” she said. . consulate in Karachi, Pakistan, and plans ~ veto next week,” said Pelosi, D-Calif. three suspected terrorists in 2003.
isn’t the Democratic presidential
nominee.
ing an analysis published Sunday
by The Dallas Morning News.

~paper analysis found that Barack
Obama supporters were more
likely to skip other races when
voting in the Texas primary,
raising questions of whether
they'll return in November if he
While 80 percent of voters
backing Hillary Rodham Clinton C ty L G g S t t
in her strongest Texas counties l O u OC We Comes e en ar eor e ral
voted in the U.S. Senate race, 71
percent of Obama voters did the
same in his strongholds, accord- By BR |D.GET DE STEFANO
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claimed another prize by captur-
ing former GOP House Speaker
Dennis Hastert’s seat — a develop-
ment that Republicans say is not a : ‘
harbinger of things to come. : : : atb the show

The longtime Republican ' ;

i
. sones from her 2007
district fell to the Democrats Sat- : Lie : ‘ s .
urday when wealthy scientist and - , , : i a Small Town
businessman Bill Foster snatched . _ e v

the seat in a closely watched spe- . W ] |
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Israeli minister to build . - - p and
homesin east Jerusalem | [Ee—- - - o . | W GEORGE.
JERUSALEM (AP)— Isracl’s ' | L L) age 6

housing minister on Sunday an-
nounced plans to build 750 new
homes in a Jewish neighborhood
of disputed east Jerusalem.

The minister, Zeev Boim,
said the construction in Pisgat
Zeev would be in addition to
the planned expansion of Gi-
vat Zeev, a nearby West Bank
settlement, announced earlier
Sunday.

PHOTO BY JESSICA RIVERA/The Daily Toreador
GEORGE STRAIT PERFORMS for a sold-out crowd at the United Spirit Arena Friday night.
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I dy t tiate | Obama defeats Clint
; Iraq since fighting began ¢ o
= | IS uclear arms program | in Wyoming caucuses
WEATHER ; By NASSER KARIMI passed a third round of sanctions on Iran | - Y : _
TOday Associaren Press ordering assets to be frozen of additional By MEAD GRUVER buzz and momentum. The New York senator
Iranian officials and companies with Associatep Press campaigned Friday in Cheyenne and Casper.
CLOUDY TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran is ready links to the country’s nuclear and missile Former President Clinton and their daughter,
HIGH 63 to negotiate with Europe over the Islamic program. CASPER, Wyo. (AP) — Sen. Barack Chelsea, also campaigned this week in the
5 republic’s nuclear program if there were would For the first time, it also banned trade | Obama captured the Wyoming Democratic sprawling and lightly populated state.
LOW 3 be “meaningful and effective” results, Iran’s with Iran in some goods that have both | caucuses Saturday, seizing a bit of momen- Obama campaigned in Casper and Laramie
foreign minister said Sunday. civilian and military use. tum in the close, hard-fought race with rival  on Friday, but spent part of his time dealing with
Manouchehr Mottaki’s comments camé just The U.S., Russia, China, Britain and | Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton for the party’s the fallout from an aide’s harsh words about
days after President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad France, along with Germany, however, | presidential nomination. Clinton and suggestions that Obama wouldn’t
““f-i..( SUNNY appeared to rule out any nuclear negotiations also promised an improved package of . Obama generally has outperformed Clin-  move as quickly to withdraw U.S. forces from
i HIGH 71 with Europe, saying the issue would only be ' incentives for [ran to restart negotiations ton in caucuses, which reward organization Iraq if elected. In Casper, Obama said Clinton
o 4 I'I:) LOW 40 discussed with the U.N. atomic Watchdog with Solana if uranium enrichment is and voter passion more than do primaries. had no standing to challenge his position on
: agency. suspended. The Illinois senator has now won 13 cau- the war because she had voted to authorize it
“We have always supported negotiations Iran insists its enrichment work is cuses to Clinton’s three. in 2002.
INSIDE ; that are purposeful, meaningful and effective,” intended to produce fuel for nuclear reac- Obama has also shown strength in the Clinton, buoyed by big wins in Ohio and
. Mottaki said when he was asked if Iran was tors that would generate electricity and | Mountain West, winning Idahe, Utah, Texas last Tuesday, said she faced an uphill fight
Clissifieds............. el ready to negotiate Javier Solana, the European has vowed to push ahead with uranium | Colorado and now Wyoming. The two split in Wyoming. Her campaign also holds out little
Crosswords Sasy o gl 6 Union’s foreign policy affairs chief. enrichment. Nevada, with Clinton winning the popular hope for Tuesday’s primary in Mississippi, which
LaVida Lot 6 Negotiations could be in any fields includ- ,  Mottaki said that the new round of | vote and Obama more delegates. has a large black population.
OPIRIONS...serenernnerssesi 4 ing the West’s wrongdoings such as “expansion-  sanctions lacked “technical and legal” But Clinton threw some effort into Obama had 61 percent, or 5,378 votes, to
R 10 ism, invasion and occupation,” Mottaki said.  justification and would discredit the | Wyoming, perhaps hoping for an upset that Clinton’s 38 percent, or 3,312 votes, with all
Last week, the U.N. Sedurity Council Security Council. would yield few delegates but considerable 23 Wyoming counties reporting.
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Residence hall visitation t

By JON VANDERLAAN

Starr WriTer

Students considered residence hall
policy after women’s visitation rights
temporarily were suspended in the all-
male Coleman Residence Hall Friday.

Dillon Beckford, residence life
coordinator in the residence hall, said
the ban on visitation initially was
implemented because students were
being destructive in the residence hall
and did not know how to act. He said
the lack of repercussions for students
led to the destructiveness.

The ban was placed on the resi-
dence hall at 9 a.m. Friday and lasted
until 3:45 p.m.

He said the ban was lifted because.
it was not fair to the many students in
the residence hall who were not caus-
ing trouble.

Whitt Behr, a sophomore exercise
sports science major from Graham,
said he does not believe the entire
residence hall should suffer for the
actions of a few individuals. He said
those individuals should be singled out
and given separate punishments so it is
fair to everyone.

Behr also said even if the ban stayed
in effect, he does not believe it would
change anything.

Khalid Baalia, a petroleum engi-
neering graduate student from Khar-
toum, Sudan, said he believes the
visitation of female guests should be
banned permanently.

He said to respect all residents’
beliefs and religions — as female
interaction in a male residence hall is

emporarily suspended

ILLUSTRATION BY KERRY LENTZ/The Daily Toreador

FRESHMEN MACKENZIE PLUMLEE, an English major from Garland, Shaun Bean, from Garland, and
Vibin Thomas, a chemistry major from Coppell hang out in Bean’s room Friday afternoon after the visitation
ban was lifted in Coleman Residence Hall.

unacceptable in the [slamic religion he
practices — the residence halls should
restrict visitation.

According to the University Stu-
dent Housing handbook, visitation
hours for the residence halls are voted
on at the beginning of the year, and at
least two-thirds of residents need to be
accounted for in the voting.

The voting occurs once each year if
two-thirds of residents vote. If less than

two-thirds of residents vote, there is a
second vote. If the required amount of
students still does not vote, a final vote
will take place at the beginning of the
next semester. e

This school year, Coleman Hall
voted to have 24-hour visitation.

The handbook also specifies that
the Director of Housing and Residence
Life has the authority to modify or
withdraw visitation hours if he or she

believes the residents are not main-
taining community standards related
to the visitation policy or if they are
not meeting Code of Student Conduet
expectations. &
This decision may be appealed by
anyone between the govéernment for
the individual complex and the Of-
fice of the Vice President for Student
Affairs.
P» jon.vanderlaan@ttu.edu

.the Student Union Building.

PHOTO BY JESSICA RIVERA/The Daily Toreador

.. POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR ]Jessica Jean from Bedford was the
chip leader at the Elm Grove table playing for tuition, Friday night at

Chinese officials: Foiled terror plots targeted Olym.pics,\plane

BEIJING (AP) — Chinese police
killed alleged terrorists plotting to
attack the Beijing Olympics, while
a flight crew managed to prevent an
apparent attempt to crash a Chinese
jetliner in a separate case just last
week, officials said Sunday.

Wang Lequan, the top Com-
munist Party official in the western
region of Xinjiang, said materials
seized in a Jan. 27 raid in the region-
al capital, Urumgqi, had described a
plot with a purpose “specifically to
sabotage the staging of the Béijing
Olympics.”

J

g N

“Their goal was very clear,”
Wang told reporters in Beijing. Ear-
lier reports on the raid had made no
mention of Olympic targets.

China has ramped up anti-ter-
ror preparations before the August
Games. The nation’s top police
official last year labeled terror-
ism the biggest threat facing the
event.

The raid and the plane crash
attempt were mentioned during a
meeting of Xinjiang delegates to
parliament’s annual session that
focused in part on terrorism.

The plane incident occurred
Friday morning shortly after the
China Southern Airlines flight left
the far western city of Urumugqi
at 10:35 a.m., said Nur Bekri, the
governor of the Xinjiang region.

“From what we presently know,
this was an attempt to crash the
plane,” Bekri said.

- Bekri said the crew responded
and brought the plane to an emer-
gency landing in the western city
of Lanzhou at 12:40 p.m. with no

damage or injuries. He gave few

details.

(AP) The flow of blood may
be ebbing, but the flood of money
into the Iraq war is steadily rising,
new analyses show.

In 2008, its sixth year, the war
will cost approximately $12 billion
a month, triple the “burn” rate of
its earliest years, Nobel Prize-win-
ning economist Joseph E. Stiglitz
and co-author Linda J. Bilmes
report in a new book.

Beyond 2008, working with
“best-case” and “realistic-moder-
ate” scenarios, they project the
Iraq and Afghan wars, including

long-term U.S. military occupations
of those countries, will cost the U.S.
budget between $1.7 trillion and $2.7
trillion — or more — by 2017.
Interest on money borrowed to
pay those costs could alone add $816
billion to that bottom line, they say.

The nonpartjsan Congressional .

Budget Office (CBO) has done its
own projections and comes in lower,
forecasting a cumulative cost by
2017 of $1.2 trillion to $1.7 trillion
for the two wars, with [raq generally
accounting for three-quarters of the
Costs. '

Studies: Iraq war will cost $12 billion a month in 2008

Variations in such estimates stem
from the sliding scales of assumptions,
scenarios and budget items that are
counted. But whatever the estimate,
the cost will be huge, the auditors
of the Government Accountability
Office say.

~ In a Jan. 30 report to Congress,
the GAO observed that the U.S. will
be committing “significant” future
resources to the wars, “requiring
decision makers to consider difficult
trade-offs as the nation faces an
increasing long-range fiscal chal-
lenge.”
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Professional Development Center to add capacity to law school

By ASHLIE WAGGANER
ContriBuing Writer

With towering ceilings, intricate
details and the capacity to hold the
entire student body of the Texas Tech
School of Law, university officials
hope the new Mark and Becky Lanier
Professional Development Center on
campus will give law students what
they have been looking for: more
opportunities and a new high-tech
courtroom.

The development of the Mark and
Becky Lanier Professional Develop-
ment Center, located on the corner
of 19th Street and Indiana Avenue, is
slated to cost $13 million, according
to the law school’s Web site, www.law.
ttu.edu/lanier. Construction on the
project began Oct. 16,-2006, and is
scheduled to be completed April 22.

Mark Lanier, a Tech Law alumnus,
donated $6 million to the project, and
the university matched the contribu-
tion. Becky Lanier also is a Lubbock
native and graduate of Tech.

“Mark Lanier loves Tech and
Texas Tech Law,” said Frank Ramos,
assistant dean of administration and

finance at the law school. “He had a

wonderful experience here with trial
advocacy, and Mark and his family

are very involved in the community

and have been for years. They are very
generous.”

The Texas Supreme Court will be
at the law school April 22 to inaugu-
rate the courtroom, and a grand open-
ing of the new building is scheduled
after the inauguration.

“The last time the Supreme Court
was here was over 10 years ago in
1998,” Ramos said. “We remodeled
that courtroom to accommodate
nine justices, too. So, it'is kind of
interesting that they are coming back
to do that, but with a brand new court
room.”

The project will construct a
34,560-square-foot addition that
includes a state-of-the-art, 150-seat
courtroom to enable students to prac-
tice their advocacy skills, according to
the university Web site, www.fpc.ttu.
edu. The addition also will include
a 300-seat auditorium classroom ca-
pable of accommodating an entire law
school class and continuing education
conferences. The addition also will
have room for the Office of Academic
Success Programs, Career Services and

Alumni Development and student
organizations.

“We have had to historically get
a room on campus somewhere, like
in biology or the College of Business,
to have a place where we can put the
entering class,” Ramos said. “There
are usually around 200 students, and
we didn’t have a room large enough.
So, now we have 301 seats, including
the balcony.”

Ramos said every project on cam-
pus has an art budget, and the law
school had an artist, Gordon Huether,
design the art for the new Mark and
Becky Lanier Professional Develop—
ment Center.

“We were able to find an artist that
was able to come up with a really in-
teresting art concept that includes ar-
chitectural forms from arotind campus,
along with quotes from legal scholars
and judges, such as Martin Luther King
Jr. and Sandra Day O’Connor.”

Ramos said the building allows the
Tech School of Law a better venue for
more programs and lectureship.

“The courtroom, for law students,
is their laboratory,” Ramos said. “They
have mock trials, classes for trial advo-
cacy and competitions. We are very

PHOTO BY RUBEN CASTILLO/T he Daily Toreador

THE MARK AND BECKY Lanier Professmnal Development Center, the new addition to the law school is

scheduled to be completed April 22.

competitive and nationally recognized
for being successful in the different
tournaments and competitions. The
Academic Success Program gives our

law students every opportunity to suc-
ceed. The mindset before was ‘look to
your left, look to your right, you may
or may not see that person next year.’

We will have a library with additional
study aids and tutors. Now, we want
students to succeed.”

P ashlie.wagganer@ttu.edu

Musharraf opponents agree to form new
Pakistani government, restore judges

BHURBAN, Pakistan (AP)
— Pakistan’s election winners
sealed an agreement Sunday to
form a coalition government and
said parliament would restore judges
fired by President Pervez Musharraf
— further clouding the U.S.-allied
leader’s political future.

In the capital, police fired tear
gas at protesters who gathered out-
side the residence of the deposed
Supreme Court chief justice to
demand his reinstatement.’

Asif Ali Zardari, the widower
of slain opposition leader Benazir
Bhutto, and former Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, whose government
was ousted in Musharraf’s 1999
coup, announced their pact after
talks at a resort town in the foothills
of the Himalayas.

"“The coalition partners are ready
to form the government,” Sharif said
at a news conference, reading from
a joint statement.

Zardari, seated alongside, said his
party had signed the agreement in
honor of Bhutto, who was assassi-
nated in a suicide attack on Dec. 27,
and her desire to put back Pakistan
back on “the road to democracy.”

Bhutto's Pakistan People’s Party
won 120 seats in the new 342-seat
National Assembly, followed by
Sharif’s Pakistan Muslim League-
N with 90. The former ruling
party aligned with Musharraf got
just 51.

The two largest parties, both
moderate and secular, have vowed
to form a broad-based govern-
ment, raising Western hopes of
stability and renewed commitment

to fighting al-Qaida and Taliban
militants.

However, they are devoting
most of their energy to cutting back
Musharraf’s sweeping powers — a
course the former military strongman
seems unlikely to accept meekly.

Zardari and Sharif declared a
breakthrough on two key issues: the
makeup of the coalition and the
future of the judiciary.

Sharif said his party would be
part of a federal coalition led by the
People’s Party, which is expected to
name its candidate for prime minister
this week.

In return, Zardari agreed that the
new parliament would pass a resolu-
tion within 30 days of convening to
reinstate dozens of judges fired by
Musharraf after he declared emer-
gency rule on Nov. 3.

The leaders agreed that the ju-
diciary would be restored “as it was
on Nov. 2,” suggesting that ousted
Supreme Court Chief Justice Iftikhar
Mohammed Chaudhry would return
to his post.

But Zardari muddied the issue by
saying that the current justices would
not be “disturbed.”

“I think we’ll have to take a ...
stance on this whereby we have a
collective wisdom and accommodate
everybody,” Zardari said.

Musharraf first suspended
Chaudhry on March 9, 2007, pro-
voking persistent protests by lawyers
that grew into a powerful pro-democ-
racy movement.

The Supreme Court reinstated
Chaudhry in July and was poised
to rule on the disputed legality of
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Musharraf’s re-election as presi-
dent when he fired the judges.

On Sunday, about 600 demon-
strators marched on Chaudhry’s
Islamabad residence — where he
has been under house arrest for
four months — chanting “We
want freedom.”

Police fired tear gas after some
protesters tried to cut through
barbed wire at concrete barricades
that block the entrance to the
house.

Several thousand people, in-
cluding labor union members and
journalists, gathered peacefully
in the southern city of Karachi
also demanding that Musharraf
step down.

“This is the verdict of the
people of Pakistan,” read one
banner, referring to the outcome
of the elections.

Texas teen in Afghanistan becomes 2nd

woman since WWII to earn Silver Star

CAMP SALERNO, Afghanistan
(AP) — A 19-year-old medic from
Texas will become the first woman
in Afghanistan and only the sec-
ond woman since World War I to
receive the Silver Star, the nation’s
third-highest medal for valor.

Army Spc. Monica Lin Brown
saved the lives of fellow soldiers

after a roadside bomb tore through
a convoy of Humvees in the eastern
Paktia province in April 2007, the
military said.

After the explosion, which
wounded five soldiers in her unit,
Brown ran through insurgent gun-
fire and used her body to shield

wounded comrades as mortars fell

less than 100 yards away, the mili-
tary said.

“I did not really think about
anything except for getting the guys
to a safer location and getting them
taken care of and getting them out
of there,” Brown told The Associ-
ated Press on Saturday at a U.S. base
in the eastern province of Khost.

Tech IT warns of instant messenger virus threat

The flu is not the only virus Texas
Tech students need to worry about
this season.

TTUNet security received a report
of a computer virus threat that travels
through instant messenger programs
in the form of a hyperlink, according
to a university news release.

Sam Segran, associate vice presi-
dent of the Tech Information Tech-
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nology Division, said this virus is not
new, but the division is using it to
remind students that there are harmful
viruses on the Internet.

Though the virus has not been
reported on campus, Segran said IT
officials sent out the warning to keep
students notified about Internet and
computer safety.

While the Tech system is capable

of detecting and deterring this virus,
he said, students need to keep their
computers up-to-date to prevent get-
ting their computers infected.
Segran said students should be
careful of what links they click on
whlle surﬁng the Intemet, as, there
“tens of thousands” of v1ruses in
the Intemnet.
PP jon.vanderlaan @ttu.edu
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reos perpetuate ‘America’s fat problem’

reos are the downfall of Ameri-

7 Spring Break. I have be-

come more aware of this fact as

I continue to watch television commer-

cials in the five minutes [ have available
each week for watching TV.

I watch advertisement after adver-
tisement about treats inspired by this
cream-stuffed cookie, and I begin to feel
a new emotion that I have never felt
about a food before.

Lust has reared its ugly head, and I
now am obsessed with Oreos. With all
the new products they are in, it is also
impossible to avoid them.

The 44 varieties of Oreo-type prod-
uct in the grocery store make it hard
enough to forget the delicious snack,
and this isn’t even including the five ice-
cream flavors. Even my own mother has
joined the enemy and made it harder to
give up these delicious treats by making
pudding out of them, as well as the infa-

mous Oreo balls that are, in fact, better
tasting than the name implies.

Now it seems as if every chain res-
taurant from Applebee’s to Sonic has
some form of Oreo-inspired dessert. So
people have no choice but to eat too
many Oreos and get out of shape.

Of course, the lack of exercise also
could be a link to this tubby trend, but
that is an unpleasant factor to focus on,
considering that not exercising ulti-
mately is the fault of the person not going
to the gym. I prefer to blame all of my
problems entirely on someone else.

So, if a person were to tell me all T had

to do was to stop eating as many Oreos
or go to the gym to get back in shape,
I would have a retort for them.

A: Oreos are delicious and ad-
dicting. | can't stop eating or buying
them. .

And B: If [ were meant to go
to the Rec Center, there would
be more open parking spaces.

The Oreo problem goes far
beyond Spring Break bodies.
The facts are that obesity is a
killer: It has been known
to be linked to heart dis-
ease — the No. 1 cause of
death in the United States
— as well as being linked o
cancer. And we need to blame
someone or something for the |
outrageous obesity rates in the
United States, so | have chosen
Oreos.

In American society, things seldom

are as popular as the scapegoat.
Oreos have been a popular
junk food for generations, so
it stands to reason that they
are a large player in Ameri-
ca's fat problem. We cannot
blame the people who choose
to eat the Oreos. The lawsuits against
McDonald’s have shown me it is the
corporation, not the consumer, who
is to blame for abuse of a product.
Won’t corporations ever learn
Americans are like petulant children
who cannot be held responsible for their
own actions! When we get fat, we can-
not blame our own lack of self control
and the overindulgent nature that
led us there. McDonald’s already
has been under fire with movies
like “Super Size Me,” so I have
designated Nabisco as my-large
thighs’ nemesis.
It is Nabisco’s fault for making

cookies so delicious they must be put
into all forms of desserts. They even
made the Oreos seem healthier by
removing the trans-fats in them. Now
the American public is deceived into
thinking Oreos are less fattening and
better for them than before.

In the end, if Oreos are not the
reason I do not have my bikini perfect
body for Spring Break, I will find an-
other reason.

It was all that One Guy’s or beer
at Bash's that gave me a gut, and not
my own willingness to intake all those
calories. Just like it is my professors’ fault
for giving me so much homework that
I have be inside studying all day and
cannot get a tan.

B Medley is a senior cell and
molecular biology and Spanish
major from Spring. E-mail her at
melissa.k.medley@ttu.edu.
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ccording to a recently

released survey conducted

by the Pew Forum on Re-
ligion and Public Life, almost half
of all American adults have left the
religious tradition in which they
were raised and either changed
religions or left religious affiliations
in general.

Based on interviews with more
than 35,000 people, the study may
reflect the changing scope of reli-
gion in America and an elementary
shift in the religious framework of
the country.

In the Woody Allen film “Han-
nah and Her Sisters,” Allen’s char-
acter is going through a spiritual
crisis after a near-death experience,
and as he’s telling his Jewish father
that he's converting to Catholi-
cism, he asks, “But if there’sa God,
then why is there so much evil in
the world? Just on a simplistic level,
why were there Nazis?”

His father says, “How the hell
do I know why there were Nazis?
I don’t know how the can opener
works.”

The struggle to answer ques-
tions with no real, definite answers
has been at the core of religion

Jonathan
Hanson

found “mainline Protestant churches
are in decline, non-denominational
churches are gaining, and the ranks of
the unaffiliated are growing,” confirm-
ing data from earlier studies.

Though the study may seem to
suggest at first glance that Americans
are moving away from religion, more
likely thank not, it’s only suggesting
that a growing number of Americans
are leaving the idea of a religious
affiliation.

The study showed that 25 percent

ation with any religious institution.
Those with no affiliation were said
to make up roughly 12 percent of the
population.

And though it's tempting to at-
tribute the shift as a move toward
atheism and agnosticism (making up
about 4 percent of the population),
the people who were interviewed
said they described their religion as

Dollar should be coin only

By ZACHARY BRADDOCK

Tue Doty Gamecoek (U. Soutn Canouna)

(U-WIRE) COLUMBIA, S.C.—You
may have seen them. They're a bit larger
than a quarter, mostly golden or golden
brown, though the older ones are silver.
They're worth a dollar each because ...
they're dollar coins. :

The United States has long had the
tradition of using dollar coins. The first
one was minted in 1794, and they have
been minted, when needed, throughout
our nation’s history.

Currently, there are several designs
that circulate, although most often you
will receive a Sacagawea dollar or one of
the new presidential dollars.

But will you receive them? Probably
not. [ admit, I spend them more than
I spend dollar bills, but I rarely ever
receive them as change. As a cashier, [
give them out when I get them, but that’s
rare as well.

Why the big deal over dollar coins?

Well, they're better for the environ-
ment than bills. Most bills last an average
of 21 months, whereas a coin lasts 30 years.
Less paper is used to print them, and less

energy is spent producing them. For this
reason, an astounding amount of money
would be saved. It costs fout cents to print
a dollar bill. It costs twenty cents for a
coin. Factor in the life of a bill versus the
life of a coin, and the money adds up.

The dollar bill is paper, which means
it’s fibrous, and therefore can absorb
germs, dirt and other things you really
don’t want to ingest. If you receive a dity
dollar bill, you can exchange it, but the
bill itself is still dirty. However, with a
dollar coin, all you have to do to clean
it is run it under some warm water. Add
soap if desired.

Granted, you probably won’t be see-
ing these in your change anytime soon
unless you get a cashier who gets some
and wants to get rid of them. Until the
dollar bill is gotten rid of, they won’t see
much circulation. That’s what Canada
and the United Kingdom have both
realized. They've gone coin only for their
one-unit currency.

So the next time you get a dollar com
in change, smile. You're saving your coun-
try money, you're saving the environment
and you're reducing the chance of getting
sick. That's a good combination, no?

DO YOU AGREE WITH
FRESIDENT BUSH'S
PECISION TO VETO

THE BAN ON
WATERBOARDINGY

VOTE ONLINE AND LET US KNOW
WWW.DAILYTOREADOR.COM

“nothing in particular,” and about
half of those said faith was “at least
somewhat important to them,” im-
plying a move away from religious
attachments rather than a lapse in
religious belief altogether.

Yet, atheism and agnosticism both
are growing groups, and they may be
having some effect on the way people
view their religious associations. The
new atheism in particular — which is

since its conception, and though
it has changed in principles and
values over time, the reason for
its existence always has remained
pretty constant.

However, in an increasingly
modernized world that places a
higher value on science and tech-
nology than past societies, and
with a growing movement within
the country for change, the study

of adults ages 18 to 29 had no affili-

much more aggressive and hostile to-
wards religion than previous atheism
— may be responsible, at least in part,
for people feeling more comfortable
leaving their parents’ faiths.

Recent books such as “The God
Delusion” by Richard Dawkins and
“God is Not Great” by Christopher
Hitchens both openly have attacked
religion and have been highly success-
ful best-sellers.

In “The God Delusion,” the less
argumentative of the two, Dawkins
writes, “I suspect — well, I am sure
— that there are lots of people out
there who have been brought up in
some réligion or other, are unhappy
in it, don’t believe it or are worried
about the evils that are done in its
name; people who feel vague yearn-
ings to leave their parents’ religion

and ‘wish they 'could, but just don’t

realize that leaving is an option.”
Based on this new study, the people
Dawkins describes are growing in
number, though not necessarily all
moving in the same direction.
Historically speaking, Europe is
the best example we can look to as
a model for where America may be
headed in terms of religion. With our
standards, values and ideals largely
sharing their origins in European
ancestry, the state of religion in Eu-
rope could serve as a predicator for
where our attitudes toward faith are

moving.

According to the Eurobarom-
eter Poll in 2003, “52 percent of the
citizens of European Union member
states state that they believe in a God,
27 percent believe there is some sort
of spirit or Life Force, while 18 per-

hou art lost in religious transition

cent do not believe there is any sort
of spirit, God or Life Force.”

With church attendance in de-
cline in Western Europe, but up
in some parts of Eastern Europe, it
largely can be assumed that, as a
whole, much of Europe is becoming
more secularized over time. This isn’t
to say many European countries will
adopt atheism or agnosticism as their
state religion. .

Soviet Russia’s official religion was
atheism — their unofficial religion
was irony — and since its collapse,
Russia has seen minor growth of vari-
ous religious movements.

Yet before we all start throwing
away our James Avery catalogues,
we would do well to remember that
Europe is a far older culture than our
own, and if we, as a country, eventu-
ally 'do move to a more secularized,
irreligious nation, it will not be for
some time to come.

This may be only a single shift in
a certain direction, like the Evangeli-
cal born-again movement that swept
through Texas during the 1970s and
‘80s.

But if the study is indicative of the
course religion is taking in America,
then one day, our descendants may
find themselves in a dramatically
different America than the one we
are used to.

And hopefully, by then, we'll all
have learned how out can openers
work.

# Hanson is a senior political
science major from Plano. E-mail
him at
jonathan.hanson@ttu.edu.
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