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Grenade scare forces
school evacuation

SOUTHLAKE (AP) — A sub-
urban Fort Worth elementary school
was evacuated for more than an hour
Tuesday after a fourth-grader showed
up with a hand grenade, authorities
said.

The grenade brought to Old Union
Elementary School in Southlake still
had the pin in it but appeared to be
hollow, said Carroll school district

bomb squad was called in and removed
the device from a classtoom.

“The boy wasn’t mad at anyone,”
Cpl. Mike Bedrich of the Southlake
Department of Public Safety told the

NATION

Cheney speaks
out on lragq

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice
President Dick Cheney accused
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
on Tuesday of pursuing a defeatest
strategy in Iraq to win votes in the

next election — a charge Reid said |

did not warrant a response. The
two sparred hours after President
Bush said he will veto the latest war
spending bill taking shape in Con-
gress, which includes a timetablesfor
withdrawing from Iraq.

WORLD
Al-Qaida-linked group

claims U.S. deaths

BAGHDAD (AP) — An al-
Qaida-linked group claimed respon-
sibility Tuesday for double suicide
truck bombings that killed nine U.S.
paratroopers in the worst attack on
American ground forces in Iraq in
more than a year, saying it sent “two
knights” for the attack. The Islamic
State. of Iraq, an umbrella group of
Sunni militants that includes al-
Qaida in Iraq; said it was behind
Monday’s double attack on a U.S.
patrol base in Diyala province north-
east of Baghdad — an area that has
seen violence spike since American
troops surged into the capital to halt
violence there.

DEATH TOLL

Iraq since fighting began

SOURCE: Associated Press, confirmed by the Department of Defense

WEATHER
Today

SUNNY
HIGH 66
LOW 41

SUNNY
HIGH 76
LOW 52

INSIDE

EDITORIAL: (806) 742-3393

Serving the Texas Tech University community since 1925

SPORTS | 8

Tech baseball looks to
take on TCU

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2007

VOLUME 81 M ISSUE 138

Ranger ordered to silence in Tillman death

By ERICA WERNER

Associatep Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — An
Army Ranger who was with Pat
Tillman when the former football
star was cut down by friendly fire
in Afghanistan said Tuesday a com-

- manding officer had ordered him to

keep quiet about what happened.
The military at first portrayed

Tillman’s death as the result of he-

roic combat with the enemy. Army

Spc. Bryan O’'Neal told a congres-
sional hearing that when he got the
chance to talk to Tillman's brother,
who had been in a nearby convoy on
the fateful day, “I was ordered not to
tell him what happened.”

“You were ordered not to tell
him?” repeated Rep. Henry Wax-
man, D-Calif., chairman of the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

“Roger that, sit,” replied O’Neal,
dressed in his Army uniform.

The revelation came as commit-
tee members questioned whether, and
when, top Defense officials and the
White House knew that Tillman’s

death in eastern Afghanistan three .

years ago was actually a result of
gunfire from fellow U.S. soldiers.
The committee also heard from
Jessica Lynch, the former Army
private who was badly injured when
her convoy was ambushed in Iraq
in 2003. She was later rescued by
American troops from an Iraqi

hospital, but the tale of her ambush
was changed into a story of heroism
on her part.

Still hampered by her injuries,
Lynch walked slowly to the witness
table, took a seat alongside Tillman’s
family members and said the hero-
ism belonged to others who fought
in Iraq, such as her roommate Lori
Piestewa, who died in the same am-
bush in which Lynch was captured.

“The bottom line is the American
people are capable of determining

their own ideals of heroes and they
don’t need to be told elaborate lies,”
Lynch said.

Tillman’s death received world-
wide attention because he had
walked away from a huge contract
with the NFLs Arizona Cardinals to
enlist in the Army after the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks.

His family was initially misled
by the Pentagon and did not learn

TILLMAN continued on page 5
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Tech police
increase campus
safety patrols

By PAUL ROBERTS

Srarr Wriven

Immediately following the shootings at
Virginia Tech April 16, Texas Tech police
met with different school administrators and
student organizations to ensure the Texas
Tech campus was safe. During the meetings,
Texas Tech police developed a solution to ease
students’ anxiety.

- “We decided to add more coverage,”
Texas Tech Police Col. Gordon Hoffman said.
“With more patrollers out there, it helps instill
a sense of security, especially in wake of the
Virginia Tech shooting. It makes people feel
more at ease.”

Over the past week, Texas Tech police
have added as many as six police officers per
shift to meet the demand for the additional
coverage requested, Hoffman said.

The additional coverage includes asking
the Lubbock Police Department to assist in -
maintaining security at Texas Tech.

“We asked the LPD to assist us in drive-
throughs on campus,” Hoffman said. ~ ~

Since the shootings at Virginia Tech,
Texas Tech police investigated one threat
by a student, Hoffman said. However, police
who talked with the student determined the
student had no intention of carrying out the
threat.

Though Texas Tech police received the
same weapons training as Lubbock police,
Hoffman said it would help to have more pa-
trollers around to add to the sense of security
on campus.

“We had a student who alluded to the
situation at Virginia Tech that upset quite a
few people,” Hoffman said. “Our investiga-
tors talked to the student and it was quickly
resolved.”

He said heavy patrolled areas include the
Student Union Building, the Texas Tech
Library and the Robert H. Ewalt Student
Recreation Center.

Hoffman said whether a police officer is
patrolling the computer lab of the library or
the weight room of the recreation center, he
or she is trained to look for the same thing.

“We look for people’s reactions and
anything out of the ordinary,” he said. “How
they react around us or any erratic behavior.

_ If anyone see’s anything out of the ordinary,

be sure to contact a staff member.”

When patrolling the streets, officers search
for the same type of behavior. :

“If someone is pre-occupied with a certain
area, maybe circling the area, then we defi-
nitely check into that,” Hoffman said. “Or if
someone is hiding themselves, maybe lying
down in the seat.” : '

Hoffman said a number of concerned
parents and students attended the student-
group meeting. He said they gathered helpful
information from a wide audience, including
residents of Texas Tech residence halls.

“We wanted to know and reevaluated all
types of lines of communications between us
and students,” Hoffman said.

One solution offered at the meeting is a
text-messaging system between the university
and students that would send out mass text
messages to students in case of an emergency,
Hoffman said. One Texas Tech student said
he noticed the addition of more police on
campus.

Keith Koenig, a senior public relations

PATROLS continued on page 5

X

E-MAIL: dailytoreador@ttu.edu


mailto:dailytoreador@ttu.edu

APRIL 25, 2007

-

NEWS

THE DAILY TOREADOR

Greek students travel to D.C. in support of housing bills

By MAGGIE KIELY

Starr Waner

Greek delegates from universi-
ties all over the country met in
Washington, D.C., last week to
support two Congressional bills
that could make non-profit stu-
dent housing more available and
affordable.

Chris Huff, a senior interna-
tional business' affairs major from
San Antonio, said he and a fellow
student went to D.C. to represent
Texas Tech and their respective
fraternities.

Huff went as the chosen dele-
gate for Kappa Alpha Order, and he
was joined by about 150 delegates
from other fraternities and sorori-
ties from around the country.

“The purpose was to get stu-
dents together to try and push two
different bills,” Huff said. “The
bills’ main goals are really to make
housing for students more afford-
able.”

Huff said the first bill the fra-
ternal organizations pushed for
was the Collegiate Housing and
Infrastructure Act of 2007.

The idea behind the bill is to
make donations to off-campus,
non-profit organizations — like
Greek organizations — tax-de-

ductible.
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“Although fraternities and so-
rorities have people who can do-
nate money to keep the houses up
and going, it is very difficult for
them to do because those contri-
butions are not tax-deductible,”
Huff said. “A lot of the donors
hesitate to give those donations
because they are looking for tax-
deductions when they are giving
to any organization.”

According to the Web site
thomas.loc.gov, the bill would al-
low tax-deductions to be made to
housing to “provide, improve, op-
erate or.maintain collegiate hous-
ing that may involve more than
incidental social, recreational or
private purposes, so long as such
grants are for purposes that would
be permissible for a dormitory of
the college or university.”

Rep. Paul Ryan, D-Wisc., said
he co-sponsored the bill to make
it easier for fraternity and soror-
ity foundations to support basic
infrastructure improvements in
off-campus, non-profit student
housing.

“The goal of this legislation,”
Ryan said, “is to bring (Internal
Revenue Service) treatment
of fraternities and sororities
and their associated charitable
foundations in line with tax
policy that applies to tax-exempt
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colleges and universities when Huff said even though Greek
it comes to upgrading off-cam- housing is the largest non-profit
pus, non-profit — housing for

housing.” college stu-
He said ; dents, the
currently, if NOWheTe m the bill is not
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a charitable
group wants to
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Besides keeping rent affordable
for students, Huff said another

and dining areas are often ne-
glected, he said.

purpose of the bill is to provide
more housing to offset a shortage
across the nation. Many students
have to pay high rent prices be-
cause the non-profit housing is at
maximum capacity.

Huff said the other bill the
delegates pushed for was the Col-
lege Fire Prevention Act, which
is aimed at preventing fires in
college housing.

According to the Center for
Campus Fire Safety Web site,
campusfire.org, a non-profit
organization that compiles infor-
mation on campus-related fires,
99 people have been killed in
student housing nationwide since
January 2000.

“There is roughly one fire in
a Greek house every two-and-a-
half days,” Huff said. “The bill
would help provide these houses
with a little bit of money to
put in those safety features into
homes.”

Safety features include in-
home sprinkler systems and Huff
said only about 8 percent of
Greek homes have this equip-

ment installed.

“The reason we paired this
with Collegiate Housing and
Infrastructure Act,” Huff said,
“is because whatever this bill,
Fire Prevention Act, didn’t cover
in the money that was provided,
people could give charitable
donations for tax-deductions to
finish the safety improvements
on the houses.”

If passed, the bill would re-
quire that Congress provide
funding to off-campus, non-profit
student housing that needed new
or upgraded fire safety equip-
ment.

“We weren’t up there just for
our school; we were up there rep-
resenting the Greek system as a
whole nationally,” Huff said. “We
are always looking for ways to
make college more affordable.”

Huff said he encourages stu-
dents who want to support the
bills to contact their respective
representatives and senators and
can do so by visiting the Web site,
http://fraternalcaucus.com.

W mag8240@hotmail.com

By PAUL ROBERTS

Srarr Wairen

Center. According to reports, $170
was reported stolen, and.there were
no signs of forced entry.

A Tech student was arrested for
public intoxication in the Wiggins
Dining Hall. Police said the stu-
dent was released to a responsible
party pending the filing of charges
of public intoxication.

A Tech student was arrested for
an outstanding Lubbock County
Sheriff’s Office warrant in the
Wiggins Dining Hall. Police said
the student was transported to the

April 20

Texas Tech police investi-
gated a theft at the Robert
H. Ewalt Student Recreation
Center when a victim reported
$700 was stolen from a secured
locker in the men’s locker room.
According to reports, the victim
claimed the money was taken
April 18.

Tech police arrested a student

for possession of marijuana and Lubbock County Jail.
drug paraphernalia after the
student was observed conduct- April 21

Tech police investigated graffiti
in the third-floor hallway of Wall
Residence Hall. According to
reports, Spanish words were writ-
ten with an indelible marker on a

_closet door of the building..
... Tech police arrested
dent for public intoxication and

s i

ing suspicious activity in the
R-31 parking lot. Police said
the student was transported to
the Lubbock County Jail, and
his vehicle was towed.

. Tech police investigated theft
from a secured locker in the Rob-
ert H. Ewalt Student Recreation

.2 RON-Stu- -

R R PN

furnishing alcohol to a minor.
Two students were arrested for
possession of alcohol by a minor
in a residence room of Hulen Resi-
dence Hall. According to reports,
the non-student was transported
to the Lubbock County Jail. The
students were issued a Lubbock
County citation and released.

Two Tech students were de-
tained for public intoxication in
the Z-1C parking lot. According
to reports, one of the students was
transported to the Lubbock Coun-
ty Jail and the other was released
to a responsible party pending the
filing of charges.

A Tech student was arrested in
the Sneed Residence Hall lobby
for public intoxication. According
to reports, police transported the
student to the Lubbock County
Jail, . ; e
Tech police responded to a medi-

cal emergency in a room of Gates

o Wi oSy X

Presidential

Lecture

Tech police blotter: Close to $900 stolen from Student Recreation Center

Residence Hall where police said a
female student was possibly suffer-
ing from an overdose. The student
was transported to the Covenant
Hospital Emergency Room for
treatment.

April 22

Tech police detained two stu-
dents for possession of a danger-
ous drug and possession of drug
paraphernalia in a residence room
of Coleman Residence Hall. Ac-
cording to reports, the students
were released pending the filing of
charges with the Lubbock County
District Attorney’s Office.

Tech police investigated a bur-
glary of contents inside a residence
room of Murdough Residence Hall.
According to reports, a Bose iPod
dock was stolen from the secured
room, along with 15 insulated
beverage holders.

M paul j.roberts@ttu.edu

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY

on “Happyness”
Auril 26,2007

Chris Gardner, businessman, author, and
the basis for Will Smith’s character in the
movie The Pursuit of Happyness, will speak
at 2 pm in the Rawls Auditorium of the
- Rawls Business Building on the campus of
Texas Tech Unversity. Reception and book
signing to follow immediately in the

adjoining foyer.

Free and open to the public.
Presented with the Office of Institutional
Diversity, Mentor Tech, and the

Rawls College of Business.

www.presidentialseries.ttu.edu
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OPINIONS

The cartoon that ran on Friday is an example of poor judgement by
The Daily Toreador staff. It was correct for the paper to post the artist
explanation. However, this explanation was quite weak. The DT needs
to stop crying about how it should be free from censorship. There is a
difference between censorship and not making the daily cut because it
is poorly made.

Charles Morton is a 2006 graduate of Texas Tech University who
majored in electrical engineering and computer science

The Daily Toreador acts like the First Amendment, which includes
the freedom of speech, is its best friend. Those at the newspaper should
be thankful for the amendment, but at the same time they should not
think those freedoms granted come without responsibility. Just because
the newspaper’s staff has the liberty to write/draw their opinions does not
always make it a good thing to do. On April 20, 2007, Eric Braden and
the editors of The DT published a controversial “cartoon” that I believe
was very tasteless and disrespectful to the Virginia Tech community. I
believe this makes the whole Texas Tech community look horrible. At the
Texas Tech baseball game, there was a 4-by-10-foot card signed to be sent
over to Virginia Tech so we can try to aid in the grief of the Virginia Tech
community. This cartoon by Braden potentially takes away all the good
will that we have given to the Virginia Tech community. Besides that, the
cartoon has no basis in reality. President Bush has been extremely sensitive .
and respectful to the Virginia Tech community, and this cartoon portrays
our president in the exact opposite light. There have been many criticisms
of this cartoon, but we are not, at least we should not, be arguing whether
The DT can print the cartoon. We are arguing that this cartoon cheapens
all the respect and good will that the Texas Tech community has been at-
tempting to communicate to the Virginia Tech community. We are arguing
that free speech has responsibility, and because of this, The DT should not
have published this horrendous cartoon about President Bush recklessly
shooting the Virginia Tech mascot. :

Tim Garbett is a senior exercise and sport sciences major from Plano

Who thought it was a good idea to run a cartoon that lampoons the
tragedy at Virginia Tech? Not only was it inappropriate as Texas Tech
students, faculty and administration have been working hard to show sup-
port for a wounded campus, but our university’s primary news publication
uses the opportunity to fire a shot across the bow of the president and
mock a tragic event. While your cartoon may fall within the borders of
freedom of the press, it is completely distasteful and disgusting. I would
congratulate you on making Texas Tech the one place that chose to use the
event as platform for political satire as your thoughtless piece completely
overshadows the good that so many on our campus have tried to do for our
friends at Virginia Tech. Today, I am truly saddened to be associated with

a university that would do this.

Christopher Snead is the associate vice president of the alumni as-
sociation and a 1995 Texas Tech University graduate

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

[ would just like for you to know how disappointed I am in having this
political cartoon actually published in The Daily Toreador, the same paper I
so much enjoyed as a young man on campus. Things have certainly changed
since my day wherein tragedies weren't played with like political balloons
nor were public officials, especially the president of the United States, so
acidulously ridiculed just because one is free do so. All I can say to Eric is
that he’ll be lovingly accepted in today’s media world.

Dr. Robert C. Cody is a 1970 graduate of Texas Tech University

[ was appalled by the cartoon that was included in The Daily Toreador’s April
20, 2007, edition. After a tragedy such as the one that befell Virginia Tech April
16, compassion and sensitivity are the most important principles that need to be
observed by not only this nation, but by media outlets in general. The cartoon
that was published showed a lack of compassion and forethought on the part of
the illustrator, the cartoon section editor and the managing editor of The DT.
While your position on gun control is protected by the First Amendment, as
may be this cartoon, it doesn’t excuse the lack of judgment of the staff of The DT.
“Texas Tech could have just as easily fallen victim to this vicious and un-provoked
attack. How would the students, faculty, staff and the community of Lubbock feel
if our situation was used in a political cartoon? There are certain obligations that
come with being a journalist, and this cartoon shows a blatant disregard for those
standards of journalistic integrity. Without journalistic principles, what is to separate
apaper such as The DT from the likes of weekly tabloids sold at supermarkets. The
DT carries the name of Texas Tech on it and represents not just the staff of The
Toreador, but everyone associated with this great university. While I will not goso
far as to ask The DT to write an apology, perhaps that would be the best course of
action after this lapse in judgment.

Mitchell Fish is a freshman broadcast journalism major from Flower Mound

In the best of times, freedom of speech is easily supported. In the worst of times,
when people disagree heartily or find offense, free speech is the first target of attack.
Such is the case with The Toreador’s editorial cartoon on April 20.

Generally, people expect editorial cartoons to be humorous with some mild
political or topical point of view. Occasionally, both cartoons and written opinion
pieces carry much stronger messages. I applaud the recent Toreador editors who
opened a line of local expression through editorial cartoons for creative students
on this campus.

No one has to agree with the cartoon, but everyone has a right to respond
— which is the very essence of your free speech. Creating avenues for discourse
on a broad range of topics is a major duty of responsible journalism.

Whether you like the cartoon’s contents or despise them, this is one of the
prices we should gladly pay to defend democracy. And, for those who are ready
to attack the editors who published the cartoon, I simply say: What lesson in
democracy do you offer people in other lands when you are ready to scrap the
process because you personally disagree with its outcome?

Attack an idea if you wish, but don’t destroy the system that allows you to

doso.

Robert Wernsman is a journalism instructor in the College of Mass Com-

munications

<

off college pressures

llege is one of the most important
times in a young adult’s life. For

many of us, it is the first time we
have lived outside our parents’ watchful
eyes. The experiences that open up before
us in such a free state of living can be truly
amazing and gratifying. It is a time when
we learn skills for our careers, develop
social responsibility and create our own
self-identity.

There is a great amount of pressure
pushing young adults away from doing
many things considered “childish” in our
society. For example, we are encouraged
to complete tasks in a timely manner and
have them ready when they are due. Addi-
tional concepts include fiscal responsibility
and work ethic.

Certainly, many of these lessons are
good for those who learn them and for soci-
ety asawhole. I believe such lessons should
be learned and learned well. However, in
this rush to become upstanding responsible
adults, it is important to remember life
shouldn’t be only about responsibility and
hard work. After all, what is the point of
living if you can’t have fun sometimes?
Maintaining the ability to just have fun
and not worry is just as important to a
fulfilling life as proper responsibility. In
addition, it is also important to remember
we aren’t out in the real world yet. We still
have some leeway before having to adopt
every responsible habit.

Iendorse the motto of “work hard, play
hard.” The most important thing to do in
college is to make sure you don’t flunk out.
Better yet, you should try to make good
grades. However, if you spend all your time
working and studying, you miss out on the
whole college experience. This is just as
bad as flunking.

One of the things my group of friends
likes to do to have fun is to play light-
hearted pranks on one another. Some of
the pranks are pretty standard and most
people will have heard of them before.

For example, drawing pictures of
genitalia on the faces of sleeping friends or
on your next-door neighbors’ wallboard is
always fun and often copied.

One time, a friend of mine found
a thong in the lost-and-found in his
residence hall, so he decided to go and
putsaid thong on his community adviser's
door. This thong literally traveled around
from door-to-door for several weeks. The
same friend also likes to dip condoms in hot
sauce and chocolate and throw them into
the hallway. He cracks me up.

Another one of my friends, who is in
English 1302 this semester, wrote a short
essay about ethanol as a good substitute
for gasoline to run automobiles. At the
end, someone added a passage about a
“Keystone burning SUV.” According to
the essay, “the dirty 30 can now get you
both physically and mentally to your des-
tination.” There were several more parts
included that simply are not appropriate

for the school paper. What is worse is my

friend, unknowing of the edits, actually
sent in the altered essay to be graded. The
teacher was less than happy, but after my
friend explained what happened, he ended
up with a good grade. Anyone interested
in reading the full paragraph, feel free to
e-mail me. You'll love it.

Though most pranks really have no
purpose other than a good laugh, I have
a friend who actually puts them to a
constructive purpose. He will sometimes

go into chat rooms and pretend to be a -

14-year-old girl to see if he can find pedo-
philes. After convincing the sleazes “she”
wants to have a good time, he tells them
he is an FBI agent. He explains attempting
to have sexual intercourse with a minor is
a felony, and agents are on their way to
arrest the predators. Needless to say, Mr.
Predator doesn’t stay on too long. We get
agood laugh, and hopefully, we are scaring
twisted individuals into not engaging in
their perverse activities.

The moral of the story is it is important
to have a good time as well as getting a
degree. Maintaining a youthful outlook
on having fun can make life much more
rewarding as an adult. Though harmless
pranks certainly are an entertaining way
to get a good laugh, there are many ways
people can have a good time. Be creative.
Whether you play a prank, go to a party,
playasport or anything else just make sure
you have time devoted to leisure. And of
course make sure it doesn’t hurt you, your
grade or anyone else.

E Harman is a sophomore bio-
chemistry major from Tolland,
Conn. E-mail him at will.harman@
ttu.edu.

The American Dream is the
personal paradise we all aspire to
achieve. It promises prosperity and
self-fulfillment as rewards for hard
work and self-reliance. It offers faith
as the possibility of a better life.

Generations of Americans legally
were denied this pursuit of happiness
prior to racial integration of Ameri-
can schools. As such, I believe you
cannot appreciate what has occurred
in this generation without under-
standing the society we came from.

Texas Tech School of Law Profes-
sor Cal Lewis grew up in a very seg-
regated society in Southern Virginia.
His mom was a domestic, his father,
a farmer.

He lived in a world of segregated
enclaves. The only time there wasan
interplay of the races was in the work
environment. For his dad, this meant
getting together with the white farm-
ers when they went to check on the
crop yield.

The year 1954 brought Brown v.
Board of Education, declaring public
schools change “with all deliberate
speed.” In Lewis’ world, you went to
the black school; you would pass by
white schools on the way.

You could not go to the white
school unless you were white — that
was “the law.” In Lewis’ words,
“before Brown v. Board of Education
... I would have been thrown in jail
(for attempting to attend a white

he society we came
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school).”

Attitudes that blacks were inferior
lingered for generations.

“If they say we were thought of as
equals,” Lewis said, “you were not from
my part of the world.”

The black community had its own
businesses. There was always a black
doctor and black dentist.

“If I had to go to a hospital, it was
integrated,” Lewis said, “but still there
was a black and white ward.”

When forced to integrate, Prince
Edward County shut down its entire
school system. From 1959 to 1964, no
child in Prince Edward County could
go to a public school.

Under court order to integrate,
Lewis’ -county created “freedom of
choice” — students could go to any
school they wanted. How much better
can you get than that?

Now, how many white kids do you
think went to the black schools? Zip.
Same black schools, same students, same
inferiority of teachers and infrastructure.
It took a judge in Richmond, Va., to
order the desegregation of schools.

“Integration was forced on us in
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1970,” Lewis said. “The verdict came
down we’ll be going to a different
school. And for the first time ever in my
life, the bus stopped at my house with
white people on it.”

To say it was a smooth transition
would be a gross understatement. Lewis
said the teachers were fabulous, but
“the principal was nervous; he would
talk to the class officers. He would say
there would not have been issues in
segregation if not for those groups of
segregationists. They were dead-set on
making it not work.”

Eventually these issues started build-
ing up and came to a head in October
1970. A terrible melee broke out in a
hall at the school. The parents came
with their pick-up trucks and rifles.

Lewis said they had the potential
for a disaster, “but once that happens,
it scares people, and-they don’t want it
to happen again.”

Slowly but surely, the students came
back. By the middle of the school year,
people were beginning to talk to one
another. People with similar personali-
ties began to laugh.

Lewis began to see the society
change.

“We began looking differently at
that point,” he said. “It was Bill or Sue
or Sally, not ‘that black kid.” If you take
nothing away from this, it's a society
that was very different. It was definitely
divided and unequal. It was like living
in a separate country in the U.S.”
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The one thing that stood the ravages
of those times was the Constitution.

“That’s the one document no one
could deny,” Lewis said. “It was the
Constitution. In the end, the Constitu-
tion won.”

Everybody makes a change when he
or she decides to do right. You come to
appreciate what you can do and what
your abilities are. You’re not always
successful, but you try to be honest. We
all have our frailties. “These weren’t
bad people,” Lewis said, “but they were
victims of their culture and society.”

A class in political philosophy intro-
duced me to a uniquely applicable term.
“Praxis” was a word used by the ancient
Greeks to describe the responsibility of
each citizen toserve justice and contrib-
ute to society.

Lewis now sits on the School of
Law’s admissions board. “We use aholis-
tic approach. We try to get people from
every socioeconomic strata and region.
We're a state institution and we serve
the people from of the state who pay us.
That’s our criteria, a system that’s fair,
merit based and takes into account all
things states and governments want.”

Although it is fraught with many ills,
be thankful for the society we live in; it

could be a lot worse.

H Wisnewski is a junior general
business major from Plano. E-
mail him at matt.wisnewski@
ttu.edu.
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WORLD EVENTS IN BRIEF

Riot breaks out at medium-security prison in Indiana; 2 staff members injured

NEW CASTLE, Ind. (AP) — In-
mates staged a two-hour riot at a
medium-security men’s prison Tuesday,
injuring two staff members and setting
fires in a courtyard.

Indiana Department of Correction
spokeswoman Java Ahmed said more
than one cell house was involved in
the disturbance at the New Castle
Correctional Facility, about 43 miles

east of Indianapolis.

Corrections officials sent emergen-
cy squads and county and state police
to the prison. New Castle Mayor Tom
Nipp said the entire city police force

was also activated.

Helicopter pictures showed officers
in riot gear standing outside the prison
fence and at least two fires burning in
the courtyard.

Authorities later secured the
prison perimeter and confirmed that
no inmates escaped, although some
were still out of their cells, Indiana
State Police Sgt. Rod Russell said.

U.S. and other world powers consider letting Iran keep partial atomic program

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The
United States and other world powers
may be ready to allow Iran to keep some

of its uranium enrichment program -

intact instead of demanding its com-
plete dismantling, foreign government

officials said Tuesday. ;

Officials said some willingness
to compromise might advance talks
Wednesday in the Turkish capital
between top Iranian envoy Ali Lari-
jani and Javier Solana, the European

Union’s foreign policy chief.
Recognizing that Iran would never
accept a complete freeze, the powers
are considering “a new definition of
enrichment,” one diplomat said. Under
the proposal, Iran would could keep

some of its program intact without
actually producing enriched uranium.

State Department spokesman Sean
McCormack denied that the United
States was “considering any proposals
that would allow the Iranians to retain

Virginia govemof may close loophole that allowed gunman to buy

RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — Vir-
ginia’s governor said Tuesday he may
be able to single-handedly close the
loophole that allowed a mentally ill
Seung-Hui Cho to buy the guns he used
to kill 32 people at Virginia Tech.

Federal law bars the sale of guns to
people who have been judged mentally
defective. But it is up to states to report
their legal proceedings to the federal
government for inclusion in the data-

* base used to do background checks on

prospective gun buyers.

In Cho’s case, a special justice or-
dered outpatient psychiatric counseling
for him in 2005 after determining he
was a danger to himself. But because
Cho was never committed to a mental

. hospital, that order was never entered

in the database.

Democratic Gov. Timothy M.
Kaine said in a radio interview that he
may be able to tighten that reporting
requirement by issuing an executive

any enrichment-related activities.”
But another U.S. official who
spoke on condition of anonymity
suggested there was potentially more
flexibility in Washington’s position
than previously. :

his weapons

order.

“This is the magnet we’re all
really focusing on. This grabbed
our attention,” Kaine said later in
the day in an interview with The
Associated Press.

Classic-car broker who bilked Nicolas Cage and other clients gets 5-year prison sentence

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A
classic-car broker who swindled actor
Nicolas Cage and other clients before
he was caught in Spain was sentenced
Tuesday to five years in prison and $1.8
million in restitution.

Peter Brotman, 47, of Oaks, sold
collectables such asa 1964 Rolls-Royce,
a 1988 Aston Martin and a 1954 Jaguar
on consignment, then kept the money
or used it to pay off earlier debts.

Cage, identified in the 14-count

indictment as “N.C.,” lost $300,000 in
April 2004 when Brotman didn’t send
him the full proceeds from the sale of
three Ferraris and a Cobra.

“The guy was extremely knowl-
edgeable in the classic-car industry,”

Assistant U.S. Attorney Floyd J.
Miller said after the sentencing hear-
ing. “It’s a very insular community of
mostly wealthy people. They have
these auctions at Pebble Beach,
Monte Carlo, other places where the

rich and famous meet.”

Brotman also defrauded Wil-
low Grove Bank out of $950,000
they lent him to run his suburban
Philadelphia business, Pennsylvania
Motor Sports, prosecutors said.

Amazon.com furst-quarter profit more than doubles, sends shares higher in trading

SEATTLE (AP) — Web retailer
Amazon.com Inc. said Tuesday its
first-quarter profit more than doubled,
sending shares sharply higher in
after-hours trading. The company

also raised its revenue outlook for
the year.

Quarterly earnings rose to $111
million, or 26 cents per share, from
$51 million, or 12 cents per share,

during the same period last year.
Analysts polled by Thomson
Financial had forecast a profit of 15
cents per share.
A $12 million reduction in Am-

azon’s tax bite helped nudge results
higher, as did a weak dollar against
foreign currencies, which added about
$5 million to the bottom line, the
company’s chief financial officer told

reporters in a conference call.
Revenue rose 32 percent to
$3.02 billion, surpassing Wall
Street’s expectation of $2.92 bil-
- lion in sales.

Former congressional aide is 11th convicted in Abramoff influence peddling probe

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
former congressional aide pleaded
guilty Tuesday to accepting tens of
thousands of dollars in gifts from
lobbyist Jack Abramoff in an in-
fluence-peddling scandal that has
touched the White House, Interior

Department and congressional Re-
publicans.

Mark Zachares was the 11th
person to be convicted in the Justice
Department probe.

Zachares admitted engaging
in official acts on Abramoff’s be-

half while working for Rep. Don
Young, R-Alaska, who chaired the
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee.

Abramoff assisted Zachares in ob-
taining his committee post. Zachares
left Young'’s staff in 2005. Young’s of-

Tillman
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the truth for more than a month.
Tillman was awarded a Silver Star
based on fabricated accounts — who
fabricated them still isn’t clear after
several investigations.

“We don’t know what the sec-
retary of defense knew, we don’t
know what the White House knew,”
Waxman said. “What we do know is
these were not a series of accidents,
these stories. They were calculatedly
put out for a public relations purpose.
... Even now there seems to be a
cover-up.”

Kevin Tillman was in a convoy
behind his older brother, a former
NEL star, on. April 22, 2004, when
Pat Tillman was mistakenly shot by
other Army Rangers who had just
emerged from a canyon where they’d
been fired upon. Kevin Tillman
didn’t see what happened. O’Neal
said he was ordered not to tell him
by then-Lt. Col. Jeff Bailey, the
battalion commander who oversaw
Tillman’s platoon.

“He basically just said, sir, that
uh, ‘Do not let Kevin know, he’s
probably in a bad place knowing
that his brother’s dead,” O’Neal
testified. “He made it known that [
would get in trouble, sir, if I spoke
with Kevin.”

O’Neal said he was “quite ap-
palled” by the order.

Bailey’s superior officer, then-Col.
James C. Nixon, has testified to the
Defense Department’s inspector gen-
eral that he ordered that information
on the facts of Tillman’s death be
shared with as few people as possible
so that the Tillman family would not
learn those facts through news media
leaks. That, in turn, shaped Bailey’s
guidance to his troops.

The Army said initially that
Tillman was killed by enemy gunfire
while trying to help another group
of ambushed soldiers. The family
was not told what really happened
until May 29, 2004, a delay the Army
blamed on procedural mistakes.

Kevin Tillman and Tillman’s
mother, Mary Tillman, also testified
Tuesday but were not in the room
when O’Neal spoke.

After the hearing, Mary Tillman
approached O’Neal, introduced her-
self, embraced him and sobbed.

Kevin Tillman, in his testimony,
accused the military of “intentional

falsehoods” and “deliberate and
careful misrepresentations” in the
portrayal of his brother’s death.

“Revealing that Pat’s death was
a fratricide would have been yet
another political disaster in a month
of political disasters ... so the truth
needed to be suppressed,” the brother
said.

“Our family will never be satis-
fied. We’'ll never have Pat back,”
Mary Tillman testified. “Something
really awful happened. It’s your job
to find out what happened to him.
That’s really important.”

Last month the military con-
cluded in a pair of reports that
nine high-ranking Army officers,
including four generals, made criti-
cal errors in reporting Tillman’s
death but that there was no criminal
wrongdoing in his shooting — a
conclusion the family has disputed.
The Army is reviewing the actions
of the officers.

In questioning what the White
House knew about Tillman, Rep.
Elijah Cummings, D-Md., cited
a memo written by a top general
seven days after Tillman’s death
warning it was “highly possible” the
Army Ranger was killed by friendly
fire and making clear his warning
should be conveyed to the president.
President Bush made no reference
to the way Tillman died in a speech
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delivered two days after the memo
was written.

A White House spokesman has
said there’s no indication Bush
received the warning in the memo
written April 29, 2004, by then-
Maj. Gen. Stanley McChrystal to
Gen. John Abizaid, head of Central
Command.

Questioned by Waxman, Defense
Department Acting Inspector Gen-
eral Thomas E Gimble said he did
not believe the memo ever went to
the White House.

imble said that Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld sent him
a letter around the time Rumsfeld
left office last December saying he
hadn’t known Tillman’s death was
from friendly fire until around May
20, 2004. Abizaid told Gimble he
was traveling in the war theater
and didn’t see the memo saying
Tillman’s death was possibly friendly
fire until after Tillman’s memorial
service.

Mary Tillman dismissed the
suggestion Abizaid hadn’t seen the
memo as “ridiculous,” and said she
believed Rumsfeld must have known.
“The fact that he would have died by
friendly fire and no one told Rums-
feld is ludicrous,” she said.
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fice declined to comment Tuesday.
“Guilty, your honor,” Zachares
told U.S. District Judge Ellen Segal
Huvelle who asked what plea he
would enter to a single count of
conspiracy. He faces a maximum of
five years in prison, but under federal

sentencing guidelines will prob-
ably face two years or less.
After the court appearance, de-

fense attorney Edward MacMahon -

declined to say whether Young was
aware of what Zachares was doing

on behalf of Abramoff.

Patrols
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major from Houston, said a police
officer standing behind him at the
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