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Fire kills nine
in Ohio motel

CAMBRIDGE, Ohio (AP) — Fire
swept through a crowded two-story
Holiday Inn in this eastern Ohio city
today, killing at least nine persons,
authorities said. Others escaped by
smashing windows and leaping to the
ground below.

Authorities at first thought 10 per-
sons had died in the blaze. But Gayle
Ogden, a spokeswoman at Guernsey
Memorial Hospital, said a woman
who suffered a heart attack and was
believed dead was brought back to
consciousness,

The bodies of four children and five
adults were taken to three funeral
homes in the area. Officials did not
release identities on the victims and
said some of the bodies were severely
charred.

Guernsey Memorial Hospital offi-
cials said 61 persons were treated for
injuries and 11 were hospitalized with
cuts and broken bones.

A baby was found safe in the arms
of her unconscious mother, lying in a
pool of blood.

Trapped guests were seen banging
on widows and screaming after the
fire broke out about 3 a.m. at the
motel, which is a quarter-mile north
of the junction of Interstates 70 and 77
— the world’s largest intersection in
terms of area.

One youth picked up an iron bar and
began smashing windows. Passersby
found an old scaffold and rescued
others.

Only four of the motel’s 104 rooms
were unoccupied, but the exact num-
ber of guests in the motel was not
immediately known.

Most of the dead were found in
hallways of the 10-year-old brick and
wood structure. Fire officials said the
blaze apparently started somewhere
in the rear of the building.

The building was badly damaged
but not destroyed.

The assistant manager of the motel,
Mike Dawson, said firefighters were
searching for additional bodies but
thought all persons were out after the
fire was brought under control at 6
a.m

Wednesday.
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Another gas price hike
in store for Midlanders

Midland motorists may face a sharp increase in area gasoline prices

In a spot check of service stations today, average price of regular gaso
line in Midland was found to be 86.7 cents a gallon.

Average unleaded gasoline price was 89.2 cents and premium gaso
line was hovering in the area of 91.8 cents a gallon

Those prices reflect a steady increase since late last week., when the
U.S. Department of Energy announced a new pricé formula.

Asked if the cost-to-consumer would go up even more, in line with
DOE's new pricing regulations, several gas station employees today ans
wered to the effect that their prices would be increased Wednesday by

The new pricing formula sets a 15.4 cent-a-gallon profit margin for

As a result, dollar-a-gallon prices for premium and unleaded gas could
become a reality here and throughout the rest of the nation Wednesday,
the first official day of the new regulation’s effect

The new regulations will not be aplicable to jobber-owned and refin
ery-owned stations, DOE officials have said

Actual price of gasoline paid by customers, DOE officials have added.
will depend on the tank wagon price at the time the regulations go into
effect and the retailer’s desire to be competative

Maximum figures for unieaded gas could go as high as $1.02 cents a
gallon and the price for premium could be just under $1.01, at least one

Area gasoline prices today for regular ranged from 79.7 cents to 92.9
for unleaded gasoline, from 82.7 to 93.9 cents; and for premium gasoline,

Investigation continuing

into carnival

The Midland County Sheriff’s De
partment today was continuing its
investigation of a Sunday night shoot
ing incident at a church-sponsored
‘carnival

No formal charges have been filed
in the melee, which took place
about 10: 30 p.m. Sunday:

Six men were injured Sunday night
during the 19th Annual Family Fair at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, 1301
Cherry Lane, when shooting erupted
in the concession area of the carni
val 0

Law enforcement officials have
theorized that “‘a longstanding feud”
erupted in gunfire 1

In a similar and — police said —
possibly related incident Sunday
morning, another man was shot in the
back with a small caliber weapon

Five men remained hospitalized in
Midland Memorial Hospital today fol
lowing the shootings. .

A sixth man, John Cedallos, 20, was
released from Odessa Medical Center

shootings

Hospital Monday
Those hospitalized in Midland in
clude
— Jos¢ G. Galindo, 24, 1303 S
Jefferson St., gunshot wounds to right
side and groin, critical condition
-~ Henry Sanchez, 23 no address
available, gunshot wounds to abdo
men and back, serious condition
— Ricky Baeza, 705 N. Lincoln St.,
gunshot wound to right side, fair con
dition
— Ricky Rayos, 17, no address
available, gunshot wounds to thigh

* and back, fair condition

-~ Sammy Sanchez, 1604 Cotton
wood St., gunshot wound to the back,
fair condition

Lt. John Kleinhans, an investigator
with the Midland County Sheriff's De
partment, said today he was going
to conduct additional interviews con
cerning the incidents.

Several spectators speculated that
the shootings Sunday were the result
of a vendatta.

-
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The long-reaching appendage of a cherry
picker takes two Texas Electric Service Co.
employees, Ray Barron, 31, 2209 Boyd St., left,
and Walter Johnson, 42, 3313 Stewart Ave., to

the top of a light pole in front of the Gibraltar

PUC raps TESCO's capacity

Attorney says company's

AUSTIN (AP) Texas Electric
Service Co. is trying to charge its
customers for an unusually large ex
cess generaling capacity, a state
Public Utility Commission lawyer
suggested Monday

Allen King questioned why the Fort
Worth-based company needs the ca
pacity to generate 50 percent more
electricity than its customers require
at peak hours of a summer day

At the first day of commission
hearings on TESCO's $88 million re
quested rate hike, King cited other
companies’ backup power supply

TESCO's customers in 48 counties
eventually pay for a utility’s reserve
capacity, the lawyer faid

Houston Lighting and Power has an
18.7 percent power backup, Gulf
States 13 percent and El Paso Elec-
tric Co. 23.3 percent, King said

“Isn’t this an unusually high re
serve capacity?” he asked Wes Tay-
lor, TESCO vice president for engi
neering

“These are very unusual times for
electric utilities,” Taylor said

TESCO and other utilities in the
Texas Utilities system are converting
from natural gas and oil power plants
to lignite and nuclear fuels, Taylor
said

The conversion program accounts
for some of the additional reserve
capacity, the executive added

Andrews traffic accident
kills Hobbs woman, hurts one

ANDREWS A Hobbs, N.M..
woman was killed and a Florida man
was injured about 6:15 p.m. Monday
when the automobile they were riding

Rankin
See Page SA
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I am concerned with the weeds and
trash which have accumulated on va-
cant lots throughout the city, particu-
larly one located at West Wall and B
streets.—Mrs. G.S.

ANSWER: You are not alone in
your query, because a city of Midland
Inspection Department spokesman
says the department is working as
hard and rapidly as possible in taking
care of some 100 similar reports.

Complaints should be made to the
Inspections Department, 683-4281. A
city inspector then takes a look at the
lot, and if he discovers the lot to be in
violation of city ordinances, the lot
owner is given notice to clean his
property. The city of Midland is re-,
ponsible for care of lots owned by the
city.

If the property owner does not com-
ply, the city can move in and assess,
mowing costs to the owner.

The trouble in some situations, the
department says, is that many
owners do not live in Midland and are
difficult to contact.

"SRl

In order to speed up the lot-cleaning
process, the department hopes to
have additional manpower in the near
future.

Sometime this summer there was a
recipe for Chocolate Chip Cookies in
the Mini-Page of The Reporter-Tele-
gram, The cookies were delicious and
I want 40 make them again, but have
lost the recipe. Can you find it for
me?—Mrs. Lioyd Peek

ANSWER: The jpe you refer to
appeared in the Mlnl-g:ge of June 10.
The recipe is as follows:

ln(r«{i:nts: 1 package y&liq:;ake
mix(two-layer size), 2 eggs, cup
vegetable oil, 2 tablespoons water, 1

ckage(6 ounce) semisweet chocos
ate chips.

Procedure: Mix cake mix, eggs, oil
and water until all are moist. Stir in
chocolate chips. Drop by the tea-
spoonful onto a greased cookie
sheet(about 2 inchés apart). Bake at
350 degrees for 10 to 12 minutes; cool.
Don’t expect these to brown,

“
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What are the requirements for ob-
taining a hardship driver license?—
CS. ‘

ANSWER: The procedure for ob-
taining such a license, which is issued
to drivers under 18 years of age who
have not had a Driver's Education
Course, are outlined by the Driver
License Division of the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safeiy.

A -driver can apply for such a li-

rcense when he is at least 15 years of
age. He must obtain an application
# form from the department and fill it
out with his parents. The next step is
for the a‘g:llcnnt and his parents to re-
turn to the department, meet with an
officer, &over the application and
discuss the need, such as driving to
and from work or sehool. '
: officer also will discuss the
resfMgtions involved in such g li-
cense, -,

Next, the applicant must take a
written test driving test,

A hardship can be used until
the driver reaches ,

in overturned 14 miles northeast of
here on FM 1788, a spokesman for the
Andrews County Sheriff's Depart
ment sa¥d today

The spokesman identified the dead
woman as Candice D. Hoofnagle, 29,
of Hobbs, N.M. She was pronounced
dead at the scene by Andrews County
Peace Justice G.P. Ragsdale, the
spokesman said

William O. McClish, 52, of Miami
Springs, Fla., was listed in critical
condition in the intensive care unit at
Odessa Medical Center Hospital
today with head and chest injuries
following the accident.

According to Department of Public

Safety reports, the vehicle was north-,

bound on FM 1788 when the left rear
tire blew out, causing the driver to
lose control.

The car overturned 1% times,
throwing Mrs. Hoofnagle from the
vehicle’and pinning her beneath the
wreckage, the DPS spokesman said.

Driver of the car, Frank Hoof-
nagle, was not injured in the acci-
dent.

Accident kills
Andrews man

CRANE — A 27-year-old Andrews
man was killed about 11: 30 a.m. Mon-

_ day in an industrial accident at an oil

production plant near here.
Jose Montoya of Andrews was
working in an Atlantic-Richfield pro-

duction t about 10 north-
of pipe carried by a when the
pipe apparently came in conts

a high voltage

Savings Building in the 200 block of West
Texas Avenue. Lights along a portion of the
street were disconnected during the building's
construction, the men said, and were ready
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Monday to be reconnected. Meanwhile, Public
Utility Commission hearings on TESCO's $88
million requested rate hike got under way in
Austin. (Staff Photo by Mike Kardos)

reserve unusually large

King did not suggest how much
extra capacity the company should
maintain but indicated customers
might be paying too much for the 50
percent reserve

The commission staff has recom
mended a $27.5 million hike. Residen
tial customer bills would increase by
an average of $5 monthly if the com-
pany figure is approved. The hearing
is expected to last seven to eight
days

Opponents of TESCO's rate request
include Fort Worth, Burkburnett and
Hurst, the county commissioners of
Midland and Tarrant counties; the
Texas Municipal League and the As-
sociation of Community Organiza-
tions for Reform Now (ACORN)

King also guestioned Taylor about
the company's request to maintain a 2
million-barrel fuel oil inventory for
backup

The utility commission approved
only 1 million barrels in fuel oil re-
serves during TESCO's rate case last
October. The company was granted a
$40.4 million hike, but had asked for
$110 million

King said the commission staff
thinks TESCO should be allowed to
charge customers the cost of main-
taining only a 1 million-barrel re-
serve. He said this would amount to a
$1.3 million savings to customers.

TESCO President Bill Marguardt
said the company needs a larger fuel
oil inventory for several reasons. He
said the federal government could
divert natural gas supplies to the
Northeast this winter.

The company would need the fuel
oil, especially if freezing weather pre-
vents mining of lignite in East Texas
as happened this year, Marquardt
told reporters

More thunderstorms may hit
Permian Basin area tonight

By BILL MODISETT
Staff Writer

Late afternoon thunderstorms pelt
ed the Permian Basin area Monday
and the weatherman said more of the
same could occur tonight and
Wednesday.

Although an official .32 inch of rain
was recorded at the National Weather
Service office at Midland Regional
Airport late Monday, rain throughout
the city and the area was spotty

High wind damaged two Texas
Electric Service Co. poleés on Mid-
land’s northside late Monday, leav-
ing 1,157 residents without electric
service for about 40 minutes.

According to Shug Bowlin, staff as-
sistant and media coordinator for
TESCO, the two poles were blown

over by high winds about 5:25 p.m.
Monday, causing a brief power out-
age at Ranchland Hills, Midland
Country Club, Hogan Golf Course and
Parkview Hospital.

There was no major damage, Bow-
lin said, and service was restored
within about 40 to 45 minutes.

About the same time, a major rain
shower was reported 10 miles east of
Midland. According to the weather
service, that rainstorm dropped 1.3
inches about 6:24 p.m.

Several points in Midland reported
receiving showers late Monday after-
noon, but amounts of rainfa
light.

North Midland received a show-

(See THUNDERSTORM, Page 2A)
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Showers are expected today through Wednesday morning for
Texas and from the upper Mississippi Valley to the Northeast,
according to the National Weather Service. The West will be
mainly clear and warm weather is expected in most areas of the

nation. (AP Laserphoto Map)

Midland statistics

WEATHER FORECAST
Partly cloudy with a chance of thunderstorms tonight
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Extended forecasts

Thursday Through Saturday

West Texas: Scattered aflerncon u:u (time thun

::"'-' north Thursday o Other

b nruy-fwy days and .-dy fair udpu’ A ltthe

warmer ..‘Iﬂ’l“, and Friday Highs mostly Ss
near

Bend. Lows mid 80s north to mid "
except near 80 mountaing

North Texas: Partly clowdy and warm Highest tem
perstures 90 10 M Lowest temperatures in the 708

South Texas: (hance of showers southeast texas Sat
3] Otherwise partly clowdy and continued warm
daytime highs In the 80s and nighttime lows in the

Lions to hear
doctor speak

Tulsi Dyal Singh, a. medical doctor
who came to Midland from Jamaica
in April, will be the speaker Wednes-
day noon at the meeting of the Down-
town Lions Club in the Midland Hil-
ton.

A native of Guyana, Dr. Singh was

mted from the University of

and atte: the University

of West Indies Medical School from
1967-72.

He did his residency in the Universi-
ty Hospital. He then was in family
practice in Jamaica before moving to
Midland. He is a former Lion and

Jnycge‘

The weather elsewhere

Twesday
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Texas area forecasts

West Texas: Partly clowdy through Wednesday with
scatiered thunderstorms andshowers Some L.II)
heavy east and Panhandle. . Mainly sfierncons and sl
pight Not as warm north lods Aghs today mid s
Panhandle (o near 103 Big Lows tonl, near 80
Panhandle and mountains to mid 708 extreme south
Highs Wednesday mid %0s Panhandle to 103 Big Bend

Seuth Texas: Widely scattered showers or thunder
showers west and near the coast today. Scattered thun
derstorms mainly west tonight » west and north
Wednesday No important temperature ch-vzn Highs
today and Wednesday in the 808 except near 100 along the
Rio Grande Lows tonight mostly in the 70s

North Texas P'mf cloudy warm and scattered thun
derstorms today tonight andWednesday Highs today
and Wednesday In 90s. Lows tonight in T

Border states forecasts

Ohlaboma: Variable cloudiness with scattered thun
derstorms through Wednesday Mild today, » little
warmer northwest Wednesday Highs today mid s
Panhandle (0 mid 908 southwest Low tonight mid 60s to
low T Highs Wednesday W o

New Mexics: Mostly clowdy and cooler northeast
rily cloudy southeast and southwest but fair northwest
hrough W«inndly Numerous thunderstorms east be

coming widely scattered central and southwest through
Wednesday A few locally heavy thunderstorms esast
today and tonight Highs

and mountains
T south #0s and M mountaing

today and Wednesday near %
south. Lows 3 north to

“Tuisi Dyal Singh

Thunderstorm causes outage
but little other area damage

(Continued from Page 1A)

er and Midland College reported re-
ceiving a trace of rainfall,

Around the Midland area, Midkiff,
37 miles southeast of Midland, re-
ceived a trace of rain. Greenwood, 10
miles east of Midland, reported re-
ceiving .3 inch.

Elsewhere in the Permian Basin
area, Andrews, Big Spring, Garden
City and Odessa all reported light
rainfall Monday afterncon, while La-
mesa, Stantog, Rankin and Crane re-
ported no rain at all.

In most of the skies were
cloudy again this . And the
weatherman :

exists for tonight. A 20 percent chance
for more thunderstorms till exist on
ednesday.

Otherwise, it should continue to be
warm with Wednesday's high expect-
ed to be in the low 90s. The low
ture tonight should drop into

P !

tempera
1

the upper 60s. »
Winds tonight should be out of the
southeast at five to 10 mph. '

Monday's high temperature
reached 99 degrees, far short of the
record 106-degree scorcher on that
date’in 1937. The overnight low was 71
degrees — cool, but still short of the
record low 60 degrees set in 1971,

Heavy hunderstorms pounded West
Texas during the night and early
morning hours. There was no damage
reported but just before midnight
Dalhart clocked winds of 59 miles per
hour. : .

Satellite and radar spotted very
heavy rains from the storms, espe-
cially in the Plains east of Lubbock
and in the Big Bend area. There alsp
were repdrts of brief, local flash
flooding.

Some of the storms continued past
dawn from the Panhandle eastward
to Wichita Falls and Abilene.

The rest of the state was generally
fair, except for low clouds throughout
East Texas.

Judge rules
state has no
jurisdiction

CARLSBAD, N.M. — District Judge
John B. Walker ruled Monday morn-
ing in favor of the four men — three of
them Odessans — who allegedly held
a federal employee hostage in Carls-
bad Caverns July 10.

Judge Walker released the men
from state felony charges.

A writ of habeas corpus filed last
week in the Fifth Judicial District
Court in Eddy County, NM, had
questioned the state’s jurisdiction in
matters occurring on federally-owned
property.

Walker ruled that the state of New
Mexico had no jurisdiction in the July
10 incident.

The judge’s action put an end to
three weeks of indecision over juris-
diction in the case, which had been
tossed between state and federal offi-
cials.

The four men, originally charged
with federal misdemeanors, are
Dennis James Mark, 39, of Riesel, and
Eugene Hiram Meroney, 31, William
Charles Lovejoy, 28, and David W.
Kuczynski, 28, all of Odessa.

Eddy County Sheriff’s Department
currently is holding the four men in
custody for the U.S. Marshal in Albu-
querque, N.M., where they are to be
arraigned later this week.

They are charged with damage to
government property — a federal
misdemeanor punishable by one year
imprisonment and/or by $1,000 in
fines upon conviction, said U.S. Attor-
ney R.E. Thompson in Albuguerque,
N.M.

The charge is in reference to shots
fired into the Caverns’ elevators, an
Eddy County Sheriff's department
spokesman said.

At the men’s initial arraignment,
District Judge Harvey W. Fort of
Carlsbad refused to accept misde-
meanor charges. Subsequently, the
Eddy County District Attorney’s Of-
fice filed state felony charges of kid-
napping and aggravated assault
against the foursome.

The foursome was to have faced a
preliminary hearing on the state felo-
ny charges today in Carlsbad, but
that hearing was canceled after state
charges were dropped as a result of
the Monday hearing

Fires destroy
vehicle, shed

A storage shed used by Midland
Boy Scouts and an automobile were
destroyed in two separate fires Mon-
day

Three units of the Midland Fire
Department responded at 12:05 a.m
to a blaze at 3500 Cunningham Drive,
according to fire reports

Firemen arrived to find a shed con-
nected to the west end of the house in
flames

The shed and its contents were des
troyed by the fire, according to re
ports, and the house, owned by the
Rotary Club, received heavy damage
on the west end

Cause of the blaze had not been
determined today, reports indicated

The shed contained materials used
by Boy Scout Troops 96 and 280

A 1969 Plymouth with New Mexico
license plates was destroyed by
flames after lightning struck utili-
ty lines on West U.S. Highway 80,
causing the lines to fall on the car

The incident, which occurred near
the Coors Building, happened about 6
p.m. as a thunderstorm moved
through the Midland area

Lightning struck a phase-down, or
the three top wires on the line, a
spokesman for Texas Electric Service
Co. said today

Owner of the car had not been
determined today

Second Odessa

official resigns

ODESSA — The city of Odessa has
lost its second top official in less than
a week

Bryan Henderson, director of pub-
lic works and city engineer, Monday
submitted his resignation effective
today to City Manager Kerry
Sweatt

Last Thursday, Assistant Police
Chief Tommy Callendar was asked to

. resign over an unrelated matter

City officials would not comment on
whether Henderson's resignation was
requesfed, but acknowledged the 14-
year city employee has had “‘differ-
ences of opinion” with members of
the City Council in the past.

Henderson's letter of resignation
said he was resigning “‘in the inter-
ests of a better community."

Henderson's duties included over-
seeing a number of capital improve-
ment projects including construction
of a new fire station and a overhead
storage tank, traffic signalization
project amd street overlay work.

Henderson joined the city staff in
August 1965. He was named city engi-
neer in October 1968 and director of
public works in January 1971.

Death ruling returned

MONAHANS — A Monahans peace
justice has ruled that the death of a
man found hanging in his jail cell
July 23 was self-inflicted.

Peace Justice Ed Hammond ren-
dered the ruling in the death of Wes-
ley Chamberlaln. The official autopsy
report showed that Chamberlain died
from suffocation and strangulation.

He was being held in Ward County
Jail on bonds totalling $115,000 on five
:lom charges at the time of his

ath.

Rachel Thompson flashes a big smile as she,
her husband Russell and their daughter Caroline
face reporters early today on their return to Day-

tona Beach. The Thompsons flew to Myrtle Bea.ch,
S.C., Monday night to be reunited with their child,
who was abducted Saturday. (AP Laserphoto)

Caroline Thompson, 5, reunited
with parents after kidnapping

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) —
As tears streamed from her parents’
eyes, tittle Caroline Thompson
hugged a playmate and smiled at
reporters after her rescue from the
teen-ager who allegedly abducted her
from a hotel parking lot.

The blue-eyed, blonde 5-year-old
clung to her father as she left the
Myrtle Beach, S.C., police station
where she had munched contentedly
on a hot dog and asked for a chocolate
milkshake following the ordeal that
ended in that resort city Monday.

“She’s fine,” said Rachel Thomp-
son, her voice cracking and her eyes
red from crying, who along with her
husband Russell was flown by char-
tered jet to Myrtle Beach where they
were reunited with their daughter and
met some neighbors who had been
vacationing there. ‘‘She wanted to
have her picture in the newspaper a
while back but we didn't know it
would be like this."

James Keith Tucker, an 18-year-old
High Point, N.C., man whom officials
said was on parole for an earlier auto
theft conviction, was arrested Mon
day evening. He was held in Florence,
S.C., this mcrning on a $200,000 bond
for kidnapping and a $50,000 bond for
auto theft, set by U.S. Magistrate
E.A. Swearingen.

Tucker, who did not enter a plea at
the hearing, waived his right to a
removal hearing — the federal equiv
alent of a state extradition hearing

FBI Special Agent David Brumble
of Jacksonville, Fla., said before the
rescue that authorities believed the
man only meant to steal the car, and
did not plan to abduct the girl

The Thompsons returned to Day
tona Beach several hours after Caro-
line was found and were whisked by
police to the Holiday Inn where the
incident began Saturday — hoping
finally to begin their vacation

The parents had remained at the
hotel in Daytona Beach until word
came that their daughter was safe

At a motel press conference on their
return, Mrs. Thompson said she was
thankful that the abductor took care
of her child

““He didn’t hurt her in any way and
tried to comfort her by telling her that
he was taking her to her mother and
daddy at home," she said

Asked how Caroline reacted when
she saw her parents again, she said
“She was just as normal as ever and
is just beginning to understand that
many people have been looking for
her."”

Caroline, cradled in her father's
arms, appeared sleepy and said noth
ing

The Dunwoody, Ga., family's two
day ordeal ended when Donald and
Edith Howell of Goldsboro, N.C., told
FBI agents they noticed a man and

Caroline as they checked into a Myr-
tle Beach motel Sunday.

But it wasn’t until the couple saw
pictures of a suspect and Caroline on
television Monday that they realized
she was the missing girl.

The Howells quickly notified police,
who spotted a man driving the
Thompsons’ late model Oldsmobile
station wagon near the motel.

The car zoomed away, officials
said. One patrolman took two shots at
the tires, police said, but failed to stop
the car. The high-speed chase through
Myrtle Beach ended seven miles
later, when Patrolman David Smith
used his cruiser to block the speeding
station wagon.

The little girl and the family’s two
dogs were safe in the back of the
car

As they left Myrtle Beach late Mon-
day for a flight back to Daytona
Beach, Mrs. Thompson thanked re-
porters for issuing their pleas to the
kidnapper

“*No words 1 can ever utter can
express our appreciation for every
thing you did to let it be known how we
were looking for her and how much
we needed her back,” she said

James Keith Tucker

Thompson said he did not know how
long they might remain in Florida.

“Right now, this little girl is tired
and she wants to go to the beach
tomorrow and to the pool tomorrow
and she’s got to get to bed,” he said.

Senate panel approves
bill to aid Mennonites

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Senate
Judiciary Committee today unani
mously approved legislation by Texas
Sen. Lloyd Bentsen allowing a com
munity of Mennonite immigrants who
settled near Seminole to remain in
this country

Bentsen hailed the committee ac
tion and urged quick approval of his
bill by the full Senate

“Almost all the members of the
Mennonite Church who came to Se
minole fled from Mexico and the
threat that their land in that country
would be confiscated,”” Bentsen said

“They entered this country on tem
porary visitor visas in the spring of
1977 after they were misled into be-
lieving they would be allowed to live
here if they purchased land.”

“Unfortunately, the group had been
misinformed, and they found them
selves subject to the possibility of de
portation, despite their numerous
good-faith efforts to comply with
American law."”

Efforts by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service to deport the
Mennonites have been suspended be
cause of the legislation introduced by
Bentsen which, if approved by Con
gress, will allow them to remain in
this country and eventually become

citizens

The Bentsen bill approved by the
Judiciary Committee Tuesday grants
permanent resident status to 653
members of the community living in
the area around Seminole.

Last April 3— about two years after
the fundamentalist religious order
arrived in the U.S. from Mexico and
Canada — they lost their 10 sections of
farm land in an auction resulting
from their inability to honor notes in
paying for the land

The land, south of Seminole in
Gaines and Andrews counties, revert
ed to the original landowner, Lamesa
farmer-rancher Dennis Nix.

The land, which the Old Colony
Mennonite Church had agreed to buy
for $1.7 million, was auctioned off for
$1,151,000

The original 256 Mennonite families
here agreed to pay Nix the $1.7 million
over a period of 10 years.

But leadership within the church
waned, a drought plagued the farm
land, water rights were denied them
and the Mennonites were unable to
honor their pledge in paying off the
indebtedness

In two years, the Mennonites had
paid $575,000 toward their debt total,
but defaulted on later payments

Most Odessa police officers join
obtain union charter

in effort to

ODESSA — The majority of Odes-
sa's 134-member working police force
is seeking membership in the Inter-
national Police Officers Association
primarily to insure job security, a
union advocate said today.

Sixty-three of the officers already
have paid dues in the association,
claimed Detective David King, one of
the association backers.

*King said he belie¥es the Odessa
officers should get their association
‘chart® “within the next 48 hours.”

Their action reportedly stemmed
from the forced resignation last
Thursday of Assistant Police Chief
Tommy Callendar, who was asked to
resign by Police Chief Jack Tomlin
after Callendar reportedly told two
poljce officers not to appear at proba-
tion revocation hearings in El Paso
unless they were subpoenaed.

The El Paso henf;lng was not held
when the officers failed to appear to
testify. 3

Tomlin declined today to make any
comment on the unionization efforts.
+ Approximately 100 police officers
gathered Monday in two meetings to
discuss membership in the associa-
tion or union.

“I'm not much on the word
‘union,””’ said King. “When the word

. :

union is mentioned, the first thing
people think of is ‘strike,” and the
Odessa Police Department is not
planning on ever going on strike.

“They do not plan even on a work
slowdown. The policemen will not
turn their badges in.

“We will not advocate this,” King
said. “‘We will not tolerate this in any
way. And any of our men who do will
be subjected to dismissal,” he said

King said purpose of seeking asso-
ciation membership is job security.

“We would hope to have job securi-
ty, and would hope to have input on
how the department is run,” King
said. “'We do not plan to run it, by any
means.”’

The association’s goals, in addition
to job sécurity of the officers, would
be to ‘*have a better (police) depart-
ment by any means and to do a be<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>