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Maples foundinnocent of
conspiring to falsify logs

MCcALLEN (AP) — The owner
of the bus that exploded and killed
23 people during the Hurricane Rita
evacuation was acquitted Tuesday of
one safety violation charge but was
convicted on two lesser counts.

James Maples, 65, was found not
guilty of conspiring to falsify logs but
convicted of poorly maintaining his
fleet and not requiring drivers to fill
out vehicle inspection reports. His
company, Global Limo Inc., which
was also on trial, was found guilty on
all charges.

“We thought that was a victory,
a victory to the Good Lord,” said
Maples, a former professional football
player who appeared relieved by the
outcome.

NATION

Miami Herald
publisher resigns

MIAMI (AP) — The Miami Her-
ald’s publisher resigned Tuesday, saying
“ambiguously communicated” person-
nel policies resulted in the firings of
three journalists at its Spanish-lan-
guage paper who were paid to appear
on U.S.-government broadcasts aimed
at promoting democracy in Cuba.

Jesus Diaz Jt., the papers’ publisher
since July 2005, had dismissed two El
Nuevo Herald reporters and a freelance
contributor who had been paid by
Radio Marti and TV Marti.

WORLD

Two U.S. troops
killed in Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) —
Gunbattles in Afghanistan left two
U.S. troops and at least one NATO
soldier dead, officials said Tuesday,
as the Western alliance prepared to
assume military command over the
country from the U.S.-led coalition.

One NATO soldier was killed
and another was presumed dead
when insurgents attacked a patrol
in Kandahar province in southern
Afghanistan on Tuesday, a statement
by the alliance said.
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Turks hijack airliner to protest pope’s visit

By MAX FRIGIONE

Associaren Parss

BRINDIS], Italy (AP) — Two
Turks protesting Pope Benedict
XVI’s planned trip to Turkey next
month hijacked a Turkish Airlines
jet carrying 113 people from Alba-
nia to Istanbul on Tuesday, and it
landed safely in this southern Ital-
ian coastal city, officials said.

The hijackers, who were un-
armed, began releasing passengers

from the Boeing 737-400, which was
parked on the tarmac in the darkness.
A fire truck carrying Brindisi airport’s
chief of security had pulled up near
the jet.

The hijackers had told authon—
ties they were prepared to surrender,
said Candan Karlitekin, chairman of
Turkish Airlines’ board of directors.
He said no one aboard was injured.

Albanian lawmaker Sadri Abati,
who was aboard the plane, told
News24 in Tirana in a brief cell

phone call during the hijacking that
his fellow passengers were shaken
but safe.

“Of course there is panic around,
people are afraid, no information
at all, but no one has been injured.
They (the hijackers) are both at the
pilots’ cabin and only one of them

. came out briefly,” Abazi told the TV

station.

Asked about the hijacking, a
Vatican official said he expected no
changes in Benedict’s plans for the

visit. The official, who asked that
his name not be used because of the
sensitivity of the issue, said an official
Vatican announcement that the trip
would take place Nov. 28-Dec. 1
would be made soon.

Benedict angered the Muslim
world in a speech in Germany on
Sept. 12, when he quoted a 14th
century Byzantine emperor as saying:
“Show me just what Mohammed
brought that was new, and there
you will find things only evil and

inhuman, such as his command to
spread by the sword the faith he
preached.”

Benedict has expressed regret for
offending Muslims by his remarks and
said they did not reflect his personal
views, but he has not offered a com-
plete apology as some had sought.

Turkish Airlines officials had
spoken to Capt. Mursel Gokalp and
co-pilot Yavuz Yilmaz, who told them

HUACKING continued on Page 7

KINKY AS A

Gubernatorial candidate
visits Tech, discusses

upcoming election
By NAOMI KASKELA

Svarr Writer

Introduced as “the man who is breathing life
into the Texas governmental system,” guber-
natorial candidate Kinky Friedman walked on
stage to greet a crowd of more than 400 Tech
students in the Allen Theatre on Tuesday.

The event, planned by the campus organi-
zation Techsans for Independence, showcased -+
Friedman and allowed for questions from the
crowd as well as autographs and photo oppor-

tunities afterward.

After congratulating the crowd for the Tech
win over Texas A&M, Friedman said he fell
asleep in the last three minutes of the game.
He said when he woke up, he saw coach Mike

Leach talking.

“I saw the coach saying, ‘Every once in a

. : i ;
while a pirate can beat a soldier,” and that is
going to happen on Nov. 7,” he said.

Some issues Friedman discussed on stage
included illegal immigration, corruption in
Austin, education and the importance of in-
dependent candidates, with jokes and stories.

peppered throughout.

Friedman said he believed this campaign
marks the first time in 150 years an independent
candidate has the chance to become governor.
The last independent governor of Texas was

KINKY continued on Page 7
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GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE KINKY Friedman poses with two Texas Tech students after a speech Tuesday afternoon at the Allen Theatre.

Regents closer to naming chancellor

By JOSH HULL

Srarr Warrer

The Texas Tech Board of Re-
gents conducted an executive
session meeting Tuesday afternoon

. todiscuss the future of the chancel-

lor position, which has not been
permanently filled since former
Tech Chancellor Dr. David Smith
resigned in January.

Regent Mark Giriffin and Stu-
dent Regent Chad Greenfield were
the only members of the board pres-

ent while the regents joined the-

meeting via conference call.

“What’s happened today is the
board, really for the first time since
the search began, went over the
qualifications,” Griffin said. “It was
more clarification and getting down
to the strengths and weaknesses.”

He said while the discussion
covered the topic of a new chancel-
lor, it was not in any way a process
of elimination for the candidates.

“It really was just a wide-ranging
discussion,” he said.

Griffin said he was unable to
disclose the names of any of the
candidates or the number of can-
didates being considered, but he
believes a decision will be made
soon.

“Coming out of this process is
likely another gathering, probably
in October, to make a decision,”

ADVERTISING: (806) 742-3384

BUSINESS: (806) 742-3388

very impressed with the process and
how much has gone into the little
details to make sure the best person is
chosen, and in the long run, the best
decision is made for the university.”

The next meeting scheduled for
the board is Oct. 26-27, which Griffin

FAX: (806) 742-2434

VANESSA VELA/The Daily Toreador
TEXAS TECH BOARD of Regents member Mark Griffin and Student Regent Chad Greenfield conclude

an open session:conference call discussion during a Board of Regents meeting Tuesday afternoon in Room
201 of the Administration Building.

he said.

Greenfield said he has really en-
joyed getting to be a part of the whole
selection process, and it has been a
wonderful learning experience.

“It’s been like a leadership sym-
posium,” Greenfield said. “I've been

said is a likely time for a decision
to be reached.

“I would sense that we would
probably have a vote Friday morn-
ing,” Griffin said. “But that is the
chairman’s prerogative.”

Ppjosh.hull@ttu.edu
CIRCULATION: (806) 742-3388

Bush supports
Hastert call for
investigation

STOCKTON, Calif. (AP) —
President Bush said Tuesday he was
“shocked and dismayed” at disgraced
lawmaker Mark Foley’s behavior and
supports House Speaker Dennis Hast-
ert’s call for a full investigation.

“This investigation should be
thorough and any violation of the
law should be prosecuted,” Bush said -
while campaigning for Republican
lawmakers in California.

Some, including a Washington
newspaper, have called for Hastert to
resign, but Bush expressed confidence
in the speaker’s ability to resolve the
matter, calling him a “father, teacher,
coach.”

“I know Denny Hastert. I meet
with him a lot. He is a father, teacher,
coach who cares about the children of
this country,” Bush said. “I know that
he wants all the facts to come out.”

Bush took no questions. And as
he stepped toward his motorcade,
the president ignored a shouted ques-
tion directly asking whether Hastert
should resign.

The president spoke after Hastert
brushed aside any suggestion of resig-
nation Tuesday as House Republican

BUSH continued on Page 5

E-MAIL: dailytoreador@ttu.edu

e A gy Ny Mg S R Ve g g


mailto:dailytoreador@ttu.edu

7 OCT.4,2006

NEWS

THE DAILY TOREADOR

KARL ANDERSON/The Daily Toreador

RAYMOND GRANADO, RUBEN Nunez, and Martin Cimental prepare the base structure for the homecoming bonfire
Monday. The bonfire will be held at 9 p.m. Friday at the rugby field near the Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation Center.

Lubbock police blotter

By PAUL ROBERTS

Starr Writer

Sept. 24

Lubbock police filed a report of
burglary at a home on the 6600
block of Elmwood Avenue. Ac-
cording to reports, two victims
claim two suspects gained entry
into the victims’ residence and
stole several items. The suspects
stole the victim’s pit-bull, along
with a white sapphire bracelet, a
pink and black purse, several CDs,
$150 cash and one of the victim’s
keys. The victims claim the two
suspects then gained- entry and
stole one of the victim’s vehicles.
The two victims were able to give
a description of the suspects to
the police.

Sept. 25
Lubbock police filed a report
of harassment at the 5500 block
of 103rd Street. Police reports
stated a victim claimed he had

been receiving unwanted phone
calls from a suspect for the last 14
years. The victim said the phone
calls have been annoying wanted
the calls to stop.

Lubbock police filed a report of a
vehicle burglary at the 5900 block
of 34th Street. According to reports,
the victim said an unknown suspect
gained entry into the vehicle by
pushing down the driver-side win-
dow. The suspect stole several items
including an MP3 player, a pair of
shoes, a laptop computer, a pair of
socks and a checkbook.

Sept. 27

Lubbock police filed a report of
unauthorized use of a vehicle on the
2100 block of 22nd Street. Police
said a suspect took the victim’s keys
to his vehicle when the victim was
passed out at a party. The suspect
took the car without the victim’s
consent, abandoned the vehicle and
left it running on the 2300 block of
31st Street. A friend of the victim

found the vehicle and drove it back
to the victim’s residence. The sus-
pect was not located.

Lubbock police arrested a suspect
for possession of marijuana at the
5900 block of Avenue P. Accord-
ing to reports, police witnessed the
suspect in his wheelchair traveling
northbound in the southbound
lane of Avenue P. When police ap-
proached the suspect, police found
a marijuana cigarette behind the
suspect’s ear. The suspect was trans-
ported and booked into the Lubbock
Police Department holding facility.

Lubbock police arrested a suspect
for public intoxication after the sus-
pect attempted to fight his girlfriend
at the 5400 block of 34th Street.
According to reports, the suspect
was threatening three people for
breaking up the fight between the
suspect and his girlfriend. Police
discovered the suspect to be severely
intoxicated and placed him under
arrest.

M paul.j.roberts@ttu.edu

Former nurse pleads no
contest to killing 10 patients

FORT WORTH (AP) — A
former hospital nurse pleaded
no contest Tuesday to killing 10
patients nearly six years ago. by
injecting them with a drug used to
temporarily halt breathing.

Vickie Dawn Jackson, 40, will
be sentenced to life in prison, the
maximum sentence she faced if she
had been convicted by a jury.

Authorities have not offered a
motive for the slayings.

Defense attorney Bruce Martin
said Jackson decided to enter the
plea because her adult daughter
was on the state’s witness list.

“She has never admitted guilt
and she was never convicted by
a jury,” Martin said. “And her
‘daughrer-never-had to testify
‘against her: Those things meant

something to her.”
Jackson was accused of killing
the patients, including her third

Frankly, I've
never been so

surprised in a

case in my life

— JACK MCGAUGHEY
District Attorney

husband’s grandfather, by inject-
ing them with a drug used to stop

breathing to allow insertion of a
breathing tube.

Prosecutor said the deaths
occurred during her night shifts
at Nocona General Hospital in
2000 and 2001. More than 20
vials of the drug were missing and
a syringe with traces of the drug
was found in the nurse’s garbage,
they said.

Prosecutors were surprised by
the plea, which came less than
a week before Jackson’s trial was
scheduled to begin.

“Frankly, I’ve never been so
surprised in a case in my life,” said
Jack McGaughey, district attorney
for Montague, Clay and Archer
counties, who had planned to call

58 witnesses. “The end result is as

good as we could have gotten.”

Rumsfeld avoids discussing the politics

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP)
— Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld criticized Venezuela’s hos-
tile politics and longtime adversary
Cuba during a three-day stay in
Central American but avoided any
talk about another old antagonist.

Asked repeatedly about the San-
dinista leader Daniel Ortega, who is
leading in the presidential polls here,
Rumsfeld stayed mum.

“] don’t get involved in politics
in the United States,” Rumsfeld said
more than once when questioned by
reporters Tuesday during a gathering
of defense ministers from the Western
Hemisphere. “So you can be certain
I don’t get involved in politics in
Nicaragua.”

U.S. officials, however, are watch-
ing Nicaragua’s upcoming elections
very closely, mindful that a win by
Ortegacould be another destabilizing
force in a region where democracy has

slowly taken hold.

Ortega, whose socialist government
was a major adversary of the United
States in the 1980s, led the overthrow of
dictator Anastasio Somoza in 1979 and
fought the U.S.-backed Contra rebels as
Nicaragua’s president from 1985-1990.

Rumsfeld made a passing reference
to Cuba in his formal remarks to the
ministers, and on Tuesday he said the
island nation would be welcome in the
conference when it becomes a “free and
democratic country.”

And he was blunt about the con-
cems being raised by Latin American
leaders about Venezuela President
Hugo Chavez' billion-dollar weapons
buildup.

“I don’t know of anyone threatening
Venezuela, anyone in this hemisphere,”
Rumsfeld said when asked if he be-
lieved the Venezuelans’ contention
that the arms purchases were strictly
for defense. L 2aathisriri

of Sandinista leader Daniel Ortega

Chavez grabbed headlines recently
when he called Bush “the devil” and
slammed U.S. leaders for trying to block
his country from taking a seat on the
UN. Security Council.

U.S. officials have long considered
Chavez a destabilizing force. And they
have suggested that Venezuela would
make the Security Council unworkable
if the nation were to win its bid against
U.S.-backed Guatemala for a rotating
council seat.

Rumsfeld met with Central Ameri-
can defense ministers on Tuesday, and
later with Nicaraguan President Enrique
Bolanos.

He said it is important for the Cen-
tral American countries to continue
to work together on counterterrorism,
counter-narcotics, natural disasters and
other threats. But he agreed that as one
country cracks down on drug trafficking,
the problem may migrate. to another
country:
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Army Natlonal Guard
misses recruiting target

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Army National Guard fell slightly short
of its recruiting goal this year, rebound-

"~ ing from a severe deficit in 2005 and
exceeding its goal for re-enlistments, .

defense officials said Tuesday.
Lt. Gen. H. Steven' Blum, chief of
the National Guard Bureau, said the

results for the 2006 budget year that

ended Sept. 30 were the best since he

“took the post more than three years
ago; and he said the outcome was far
brighter than was forecast a year ago
when the Guard fell 20 percent short
of its recruiting goal.

“While we're being stretched and
while we're being stressed” by the de-
mands of simultaneous wars in Iraq and
' Afghanistan, “we still are demonstrating
an ability to grow at an amazing rate and
to re-enlist at an amazing rate, which
is all counterintuitive,” Blum said in
an Associated Press interview at his
Pentagon office. -

Blum said he was not authorlzed
to discuss,specific numbers, but other
officials said the Guard achieved 99
percent. of its goal of 70,000 recruits.

* Recruiting figures for all the military

services are due to be announced by
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld’

office next week. The active-duty Army
has already announced that it exceeded

its goal of 80,000 recruits after falling
nearly 7,000 short the year before.

" The Army National Guard, which
began the 2006 budget year with about
332,000 citizen soldiers, has boosted its
ranks to about 346,000, the officials said.
Blum predicted that the Guard would

reach its authorized strength of 350,000

by the end of December, defying predic-
tions from many inside the Defense
Depattment only a year ago that the
Guard could not recruit well enough to
increase its total numbers.

Blum attributed the improved »
_ recruiting result in part to the fact that -

fewer Guardsmen were deployed in Iraq

this past year and thus had more direct |

influence in their own communities
on encouraging others to join. In 2005

the Guard had several ground combat

brigades in Iraq, compared to only one
now. The Guard also has used financial

- incentives and a larger cadre of recruiters

to sign up more young people.

' The Guard’s ability to grow over
the past year may raise questions about
an earlier Pentagon decision to reduce
the number of Guard combat brigades
from 34 to 28. If the Guard can reach
and maintain its authorized strength of
350,000 this coming year there may be
calls in Congress to reverse the decision
on cutting brigade numbers.

Student Senate to discuss shredding

machines, Columbia memorial, death toll

By ANDREW GLOVER

Starr Writer

_ The Texas Tech Student Sen-
ate will discuss the purchase of
shredding machines for residence
halls along with other resolutions

including The Daily Toreador death

toll, at its 7 p.m. meeting in the
'Senate Room Thursday.

. Matt Fowler, president of the
senate, said information and se-
curity is an important issue with
students. '

“It has done a good ]ob with se-

- curity,” Fowler said. “We will work
with the residence halls and make, |;

it more feasible for students: to
destroy confidential information.”

Fowler said the senate will
discuss creating a memorial for
the late Rick Husband and the
Columbia crew.

According to the senate resolu-
tion, Husband was a graduate from
Tech with a degree in mechanical
engineering and was awarded the
Outstanding Engineering Student
Award in 1980.

Husband was selected as Distin-
guished Engineer for the College of
Engineering at Tech in 1997. He
died Feb. 1, 2003, on board the
Columbia space shuttle when it

exploded over Texas.

Fowler said'if the resolutlon is
passed several organizations w111
be involved.

“He (Husband) was involved
with ROTC,” Fowler said. “NASA
would play a big part in any memo-,
-rial. We would go to the admin-
istration, anyone that knew him,

. professors that might have had

him and anyone who wants to
; honor the sacrifice of the Columbia

crew.”
Fowler said the senate w1ll re-

tion.

“We want to have lasting re-
cords of what and how we discussed -

legislation,” Fowler said. “Senators
in the future can see why we passed

or failed a resolution. I think by’

having written reports in the sen-
ate journal we can accomplish
that.”

Sen. Tyler Russell said having
committees write down actions
will help future committees see
how past ones researched and acted
on issues.

“This. will help the. current

committees know what each-com-
mittee is working on and making
sure they are doing research,”

Russell said.

The senate also will re-intro-

duce the resolution concerning
The Daily Toreador’s display of the
death toll.

Fowler said the Student Life
Committee made amendments,
which will be approved in the
meeting.

Senator. Scott Gorenc said

. he hopes it will open discussion

about the graphic of the death
toll and whether it is dlsplayed
responsibly. -

“All of the press coverage from

The Daily Toreador was a nice
thing,” Gorenc said. “It has al-

. lowed discussion on the issue to

happen.”’

Gorenc said he will argue that
it is a responsibility of The DT to
let the Tech community know how
many people died in Iraq, But he
thinks the display of the graphic is
irresponsible.

Fowler said it is up to the edito- '

rial board of The DT as to how the
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Verdlct delayed in Saddam trial amid

- BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) —
Judges postponed their verdict in

-Saddam Hussein’s trial Tuesday, &

long-awaited decision that ‘once
held out the hope of healing Iraq’s
wounds but now threatens to spark
even more sectarian violence.
The verdict had been expected
on Oct. 16 but was delayed until at

least the end of the month while

judges take extra time to review the
evidence and make sure their case
is airtight.

. But no matter how well crafted,

the verdict could worsen violence
that is already claiming dozens of
lives daily. A death sentence for
the former leader could enrage his
Sunni Muslim supporters, while
anything less is sure to infuriate
Shiites who were oppressed under
Saddam’s regime.

" That dilemma is a far cry from
the hopes of many U.S. and Iragi
officials when the war crimes trial
began nearly a year ago. They touted
the tribunal as a way to help heal
Iraq’s divisions by exposing atrocities
during Saddam’s regime, establishing

justice and opening the door for .

reconciliation.
“I think it would be a posmve,
not a negauve, Defense Secretary.

Donald H. Rumsfeld said Monday

when asked about the prospect of a,

verdict, which had been expected on
Oct: 16. “It would just bring closure
to a chapter that was an unhappy and
unpleasant and particularly vicious
regime.”

- In the past year, however, Shiite-
Sunni divisions have grown, with
thousands killed by Sunni insurgents
and death squads from both Islamic

‘sects.

After nine months of often stormy
court sessions, many Sunnis — who are
a minority in Iraq but were dominant
under Saddam — still see the tribunal
as a show trial by the new Shiite lead-

ership to take revenge on the ousted

president.

“There is sympathy with Saddam,
especially because what we see now
makes many nostalgic for him,” said
Khalaf al-Alayan, a Sunni parliament
member, referring to the violence in

Iraq since Saddam’s ouster by U.S.-

led forces in April 2003. “So there
could be a reaction if there is a death
sentence.”

Meanwhile, Shiites have made
clear they will only accept execution

for the leader whose regime persecuted

their majority community and the
Kurds.

~ “Anything less than a death sen-
tence will be a neglect of justice,”
Hassan al-Suneid, a Shiite lawmaker.
“I think it could be a disaster.”
Saddam and seven co-defendanits
face possible execution by hanging
if found guilty on. charges of crimes
against humanity over a crackdown on

 Shiites in the town of Dujail launched
in 1982. A five-judge panel will decide -

the ruling by a majority vote. i
_ The judges adjourned July 27 to
consider their ruling, and had been
expected to announce it Oct. 16.
Court spokesman Raid Juhi told
the Associated Press a session will be

-held Oct. 16, but it “will not be for the -

verdict. It’s for the judges’ review of the
evidence.” He did not say when the
verdict would be issued.

A court official, speaking on condl—
tion of anonymity because he was not
allowed to release the information, said
the verdict could be put off until late
October or early November.

Juhidid not link the delay to worries
over tensions in Iraq. He said the judges
have been reviewing the evidence and

testimony from the trial to determine:

“whether it is coinple;e or is lacking.”
He said the judges will decide whether
they need more information.

The intense review of the evidence

worry any decision would spark violence

aimed to ensure that the verdict
— which will be accompanied by a
report explaining the court’s reasoning
— is airtight and can be fully justified
in the face of criticism from either side,
‘the court official said.

A guilty verdict for Saddam is

widely expected — but the official
suggested there were differences over
what sentence to impose and that the
judges were aware that violence was
possible either way.

- “The verdict mustn’t be weakly 7

supported, it has to be accepted and not
raise doubts,” al-Suneid said.

The Dujail trial, which began Oct.
19, is the first for Saddam. A second

trial of the former Iraqi leader and six

_other co-defendants began Aug. 21
on genocide charges for their alleged
roles in a 1987-1988 crackdown against
Kurdish rebels.

The genocide trial was adjourned

 last week until Monday after a stormy
session.during which the chief judge
expelled all the defendants amid a
boycott of the trial by the defense
lawyers.

Saddam and his co-defendants can

appeal any verdict, but if a sentence is
upheld Iraqgi law says it must be car-
ried out within 30 days after appeals
are ﬁmshed

By ANDREW GLOVER
Starr Waiter

The Texas Tech Student
Senate will discuss a resolu-
tion of impeachment against

. Sen. Tyler Bridge during its

meeting Thursday because of
Bridge’s absences during senate

. functions.

Matt Fowler internal vice
president, said Bridge missed

the senate retreat and left.

early during one of the senate
meetings. Impeachment in the
SGA, unlike in the national
government, means the’ of-
ficial is immediatély removed
from office.

- Bridge-said he missed the

- retreat because he had a choir

retreat the same weekend. He
said he left the meeting early
because of the death of some-
one close to him.

“I am cautiously optimistic

that they won’t impeach me,”
Bridge said.

Sen. Suzette Matthews said
the senate has absence forms in
the SGA office, and Bridge didn’t
fill one out.

Matthews said the senate
has an absentee policy, and if a
senator is absent two consecutive
times, the Rules and Adminis-

tration Committee must write -

impeachment papers.

“The authors of the resolution
do not necessarily support the
impeachment,” Matthews said.
“The Rules and Administration
Committee have to write it be-
cause it'is our job.”

Sen. Tyler Russell said he
can’t speak for all the authors
on whether they support Bridge’s
impeachment but the Rules and
Administration Committee is

strictly doing it on the basis of

not breaking the rules.

Fowler said he thinks Bridgé -

college student
purchase program

has been a productlve senator
and represents’ the students
well.

‘Matthews said she would not
vote for Bridge’s impeachment
and wants him to stay in the
senate.

Russell said Bridge has done
a good ]ob and represents the
student body.

“I haven’t made up my mind
yet,” Russell said. “But, I am
leaning towards not impeaching

. Bridge.”

Bridge said the SGA has an
important year and he still wants
to be a part of it. ,

“I think T have been very vo-

cal and expressed my opinion
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Possible 1mpeachment awaits SGA senator

‘introduce a resolution on keeping -

: on certain issues,” Bridge said.
- records ‘of Student Senate legisla- , Dbriag

“I. hope I can continue. to do
that. We’ve got a great group,
and [ am hoping they understand
why I mlssed and I apologlze for
missing.”

Russell said if Brldge is im-

peached, the SGA will call the

“person who had the next-most
votes to Bridge in the last elec-
tion and that person will take
Bridge’s place.

W andrew.glover@ttu.edu
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- ‘Survivor’

outcome |

too easy to predlct

ike most college students, I
Lclalm that I never watch tele-
gvision. I, of course, am far too
(choose one of the following: busy
studying, busy partying or smart).for
the programs on the flashing idiot
box. And like most college students,
[ am openly lying. In reality, college
_ students have cable for a reason. We
enjoy television, possibly as the back-
ground noise to-the rest of our lives.
Or more probable — they, like me,
worship reruns of “The Fresh Prince”
as if they’re the apex of culture. Don’t
believe me? Watch the student sec-
tion during football games when the
Goin’ Band plays the song from the
* episode where Will and Carlton lose
all their money (Carlton foolishly
cashed in their plahe tickets) in Las
Vegas and have to enter a dance
contest in order to get home. -
Imagine my surprise when, as
“channel surfing” last Thursday, [ hap-
pened upon “Survivor.” I have never
watched “Survivor” in my entire life,
- but I understand the general concept
— people are quasi-stranded in an
" abandoned portion of the:world (no,
not Canada), divided into tribes, and
made to compete with each other in
what amounts to a popularity contest
(which means it’s pretty much high
- school). Earlier this year, “Survivor”
decided to divide the contestants

 based on race. This invited viewers to .

use stereotypes to decide which group
would win-in much the same manner
I used to decide which character to
use while playing Super Mario Bros. 2
(Mario, unless you specifically needed
the jumping ability. of Luigi or the
_ pulling ability of Toad. The Princess
was terrible. Never use the Princess).
This week, they suddenly aban-
doned the concept (many groups took
credit, despite the fact that the show is
t‘aped months in advance), and I know
. why. The white group was going to win.
Not because of physical prowess, men-

tal superiority or some type of cunning.
No, white people will win because that -
is just what they have always done.

Throughout history, Europeans have
used a combination of trickery, luck
and-sheer brute force in order to con-
quer the majority of the known world.
Here are some examples:

1) In 1519, Spanish Conquistador
Hernan(do) Cortes (various sources
also list his name as Fernan(do)

. Cortez and El. Guapo) conquered

the Aztecs. How did he do it? He

used Emperor Montezuma’s. belief
that he was a returning pale-faced
" god from the east; who had come
to lead the Aztecs to higher glory.
Montezuma graciously offered his
throne to El Guapo, who-then pro-
ceeded to take the Aztec riches and
one of the emperor’s daughrers as
his bride. After killing Montezuma,
Cortes literally held his successor
Cuauhtemoc’s (which translates into

English as “Jeff’) feet to the fire in
order to ascertain the location of
the rest of their fortune. He then
claimed Mexico in the name of
Spain and ruled with an iron fist
until stopped by the trio of Ned
Nederlander, Lucky Day and Dusty
Bottoms with the help of a village
of townspeople who could sew.
2) During the French and In-
+ dian War (which ‘'was not in fact a
war between France and India, but
rather, a war between the British
and the English), it was widely

known that Indians had not built

an immunity to certain infectious
diseases. With this knowledge in
hand, British forces used blankets
infused with several diseases,
including smallpox and SARS,
to cripple the Indians who were
helping the English. Using this
dirty trick, the British were able
to defeat the English at the battle
of Yorktown. * ;

3) After deciding that they
wanted to use their land to build

local university, the United States

decided to take the land (because,

it was located in several states,
let’s call this land “Lubbock”)
of the Cherokee. In order to be
completely fair, they decided they

would trade for Lubbock, offering °

the current state of Oklahoma in
‘exchange. The Cherokees balked
at the idea, saying, “Who would
want to live in Oklahoma?” The
government, who incidentallyalso
owned the company that wished
to build the luxury apartments,

“said that if they-did not agree,
they would condemn their current
homes and use eminent domain to
‘acquire the land. Realizing they.
had no choice, the Cherokee
reluctantly decided to take the
government'’s offer.

With this historical evidence
in mind, it’s easy to see why “Sur-
vivor” abandoned the concept of
rracial tribes. People may like their
television shows predictable (how
else could one explain the contin-
ued success of “According to Jim”),
but we like our contests to have at
least two plausible outcomes. No
one likes to watch a contest where

they already know' the outcome

— except maybe Aggies.

l~GIIdeWeII is a senior music
education major from Mineral

Wells. E-mail him at jeremy. -

r.glidewell@ttu.edu.
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T e are at the crossroads of
' what [ believe is the most
\ important election of my

generation: Who we decide to vote
into or out of office will have an
immeasurable effect on our nation’s
domestic and international policy:
On my ballot Nov. 7,1 w111 be voting
for change. -

President Ronald Reagan asked

. _the American electorate in 1980,
" “Are you better off now than you

were four years ago?” Today, [ ask you
that same question. Sadly, I donot see
how one can answer yes.

_America’s mediocrity is the by-
product of a political party that
has been on its high horse for too
long and an' opposition party that
has failed miiserably in uniting its
factions. Once our most valued com-
modity, America’s political system
reeks of crusty, out of touch, profes-

sional politicians. Vile and two-faced, -

apolitician’s lust for victory knows no
bounds. I hope we “rock the political
boat” next month.

" + Inonepresident’s term, a good -in-

tentioned policy developed into the
catastrophes that dominate the front

" page. Our borders are not secure, the

federal debt continues to skyrocket
and Bush has lost all credibility in

 the Middle East.

The opposition party is as much to
blame for America’s sorry state.
Statistics tell the pitiful story

_of Social Security. Sixteen workers
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A loss this
November for
the Democrats

aill force a long
overdue change in
their approach as
 the opposition
party.

supported one beneficiary in 1950.

Today, that number is 3.3 workers

per recipient. Let me remind you that
this is before our parents, the baby-
boomer generation, retire. Social
Security needs to be modified, and we
are ignoring the problem. When [ say
“we,” I mean the Democratic Party.
They, along with the AARP, sin-

gle-handedly suppressed the national

discourse on what is our generation’s

- biggest domestic crisis. Their dim-

witted leader in the Senate, Sen.
Harry Reid, D-Nev., had the gall
to say, “What we’re saying is, there
is no crisis. This is a manufactured
crisis. Social Security, if we don’t do
anything, it’s safe for approximately

~ the next 50 years.” If | can interrupt,

ote for change Nov.

sir, you are dead wrong.
Mr. Bush, you dre dead wrong
in Iraq.

You hoodwinked America: There
is no grand Marshall Plan. “Staying

the course” means complacency and

digging' the ‘hole' deeper’and deeper.

It’s depréssing that a'lot of Republi- |

cans don’t get it: They do not want
to think that someone who promotes
himself as a Christian can lie. I am

“frightened that it could get worse.
It has become obvious that go-

ing into-Iraq took the eyes off real
terrorism, and might have even cre-
ated mote. I hold them (Bush, Dick
Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, and Paul
Wolfowitz) personally responsible for
what is going on. This is our future,
our children’s future. When a‘coach
keeps losing a ball game, does he
continue to say, “We need to stay the
coursé!” Of course not. He should say
that we are (as Republican National
Committee Chairman Ken Mehlman
recently said) “adapting to win.” We
made a huge mess and we need to
hold them accountable.

If | were an owner of a fictional
fantasy politics team, here’s how: I

¢ would change the parties:

First, the Republicans need to
embody what they were once about
—less government. Bush has allowed
federal spending to increase at rates
not seen since Nixon and LBJ. In some
circles, our President is being called

" “Bush the Budget Buster.” You are no - .
. M Wisnewski is a junior business

fiscal conservative, Mr. President.
Second, Republicans need to re-

consider whose brand of Christianity

they promote. The Christian beliefs

being advanced are based on a distor- -
tion of biblical values.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>