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The Beef Mobile has a
new face.

STATE
Perry wrapping up 12-
city campaign tour

AUSTIN (AP) — Republican Gov.
Rick Perry was heading for the finish line
Thursday in his 12-city sprint across Texas to
kick off his campaign for re-election.

Perry, his wife Anita and their en-
tourage started their three-day “Proud of
Texas” tour Tuesday in Lubbock, then flew
to all regions of the state. On Thursday,
they visited El Paso, Midland and Abilene
before heading to a final stop in Round
Rock.

A veteran campaigner who has never
lost a race, Perry is emphasizing his record
on job creation, budget cutting and lawsuit
limitation. He also tells audiences that he
has taken action on his own using executive
authority to improve schools, even though
the Legislature has failed to overhaul the
school funding system.

Perry faces Larry Kilgore, Rhett R. Smith
and Star Locke in the March 7 Republican
primary, but Perry is the favorite by far.

Republican Comptroller Carole Keeton
Strayhorn opted out of the GOP primary and
is running as an independent. Perry made
it clear during campaign stops that he still

views Strayhorn as his biggest threat in the' ;

November general election.

NATION

Michigan man jailed
after shaking hands

LANSING, Mich. (AP) — A man
has been jailed on assault charges after a
prosecutor, police officer and courtroom
bailiff became seriously ill after shaking
hands with him.

During a Dec. 21 court appearance
on a traffic charge, John Ridgeway pulled
out a vial of an unknown liquid, rubbed
his hands with the contents and insisted
on shaking hands with the three people,
authorities said.

All of them got sick within an hour,
suffering from nausea, headaches, numb-
ness and tingling that lasted about a day.
Two sought treatment at a hospital.

The FBI was running tests on the
substance to identify it.

Ridgeway, 41, told the Associated
Press in a telephone interview from jail
Thursday that the substance was olive oil.
He questioned whether the three officials
were sick at all, and charged that the al-
legations were fabricated.

WORLD

Europe says Iran nuke

talks have been stalled

BERLIN (AP) — The British, French
and German foreign ministers said Thursday
that negotiations with Iran over its nuclear
program had reached a “dead end” and the
Islamic republic should be referred to the
U.N. Security Council.

The ministers did not specify what action
should be taken by the Security Council,
which could impose sanctions. French dip-
lomats refused to discuss potential options
and bristled at the talk of sanctions, saying
they were not that stage.

The ministers called for a special session
of the International Atomic Energy Agency
to decide the referral.

The action came two days after Iran
broke U.N. seals at a uranium enrichment
plant and said it was resuming nuclear
research after a two-year freeze.

Enriched uranium can be used as a fuel
for both nuclear energy and nuclear weapons.
Iran says its nuclear program is only for fuel.

In Washington, Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice called on the United Nations
to confront Iran’s “defiance.”
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Stampede breaks out at Muslim ritua

At least 345 dead at crowded religious event

By SALAH NASRAWI

Assocuren Press Warren

MINA, Saudi Arabia (AP)

pilgrims tripped over luggage while hurrying

25 m'illion pilgrims.

The deaths on the final day of stoning
came a week after another hajj disaster
— Muslim  ¢he Jan. 5 collapse of a building being used
as a pilgrims’ hotel that killed 76 people in

to ritually stone the devil Thursday, causing  Mecca.

a crush that trampled at least 345 people to
death in the latest stampede to mar Islam’s

annual hajj.

Saudi authorities have sought for years to
ease the flow of increasingly mammoth crowds,
but the tragedy underlined the difficulty in

themselves of sin.

managing one of the biggest religious events

in the world, which this time drew more than

In the stoning ritual, all the pilgrims
must pass a series of three “pillars” called
al-Jamarat, which represent the devil and
which the faithful pelt with stones to purge

Thessite in the desert of Mina outside the

STAMPEDE continued on Page 2

Hajj pilgrimage has deep roots for Islamic faith

By DANIELLE NOVY

Sernson Starr Wames

to purge themselves of sin.
Stampedes are nothing new for the hajj
pilgrimage, which is one of the five pillars
The annual hajj pilgrimage claimed of the Islamic faith. According to The As-
more than 345 lives Thursday as the stream  sociated Press, 251 pilgrims were trampled to
of thousands of Muslim pilgrims armed death two years ago during the pilgrimage.
with bulking suitcases turned into a stam-  This figure pales in comparison to the worst
pede, according to The Associated Press. recorded stampede, which took the lives of
The victims were trampled while en 1,426 pilgrims in 1990.
route to a symbolic stoning ritual at al-Ja- The interior ministry said Thursday’s
marat, a series of three pillars representing

the devil that the pilgrims throw stones at HAJJ continued on Page 5
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Scouts look to Tech women for leadership
By ABBY STONE

Frarunes Waimen

e Girl Scouts of America think college women are the way to go
when it comes to recruiting new troop leaders.
Maye Deanda, director of membership for the Girl Scouts of :
| Caprock Council, said the most important goal of a Girl Scout leader
| .could be found in the mission statement: “We dedicate ourselvesﬁto the
purpose of i inspiring glrls with the highest ideals of character.”

Deanda said she loves getting college students involved because the
girls are fascinated with them and it adds to their Girl Scout experi-
ence.

When these young girls hear about and learn about the different things
their college leaders are doing, she said, it is empowering.

College students act as role models to young girls, she said. They can
instill things in children that will stay with them for the rest of their

GIRL SCOUTS continued on Page 3

LEFT, A
MANNE-
QUIN dis-
plays a Girl
Scouts sash.
| RIGHT,

| CINDY

| HERTEL, a &
| sophomore
| inte-

| rior design
major from
| Fort Worth
| and a Girl
Scouts
volunteer,
participates
in activities
with local
Girl Scouts.
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Investigation into multiple
shootings suspect progresses

By PAUL ROBERTS
Svarr Writen

The Lubbock Sheriff’s Depart-
ment and the Lubbock Police De-
partment have teamed up to inves-
tigate a multiple shootings incident
that took place Jan. 8.

Alvin Morriel, 62, was taken into
custody for the alleged shootings of
multiple victims.

An investigation is still in pro-
cess, said Capt. Kevin Overstreet of
the Lubbock Sheriff Department.

Sgt. John Gomez of the Lubbock
Police Department said the incident
started at a pool hall where Mor-
riel apparently was angered about
his wife playing pool w1th other
people.

Morriel shot two victims at the
pool hall, Overstreet said.

One of the two victims of the
pool hall incident, Kevin Nash, is in
critical condition, Overstreet said.

He said Morriel left by himself

ADVERTISING: (806) 742-3384

for his residence where another
shooting took place.

According to police reports, po-
lice were called for a civil disturbance
when Morriel allegedly shot his wife
in the leg then fled the scene.

Gomez said Morriel arrived at the
home of his ex-wife, Willie Rosen-
thal where she lived with her current
husband, Gerald Rosenthal.

Gomez said the shooting spree
continued with Morriel shooting
numerous times at Andrea Bluitt and
Michael Parrish. He continued firing
several'rounds at Rosenthal’s house,
then again fled the scene.

Bluitt was shot in the chest and
was rushed to the University Medi-
cal Center. She remains in critical
condition.

Gomez said Morriel was arrested
when he returned to his ex-wife’s
home. He said Morriel currently
is facing second-degree charges on
several counts, but his fate is up to
the District Attorney’s Office.’
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MarTIN LuttEr KNG JR. DAy — MonDay, JaN. 16
Monday’s holiday is more than just a

vacation day for some Tech students

remembered for the way he gave people the realization

that everyone deserves to be treated fairly.
“I definitely think it is a day of reflection and not -
To some Tech students, Monday will be a chance to just a day off,” she said.

relax and enjoy their day without school. But for others, While honoring King, Kay Elsesser, a senior business

it will be a day of service in honor of Martin Luther King major from Tiffin, Ohio, said Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Jr isa chance for people to celebrate the decrease of racism
Students, faculty and staff on the Tech campus, will - in America. For the holiday’s 21* anniversary, she said

join others around the country on Monday to honor the - more people are recognizing the day’s importance.

political activist and one of the most recognized figures “As we go further in time, I think people are accept-

in the American civil rights movement during the 1960s.  ing it more and more,” she said.

Others will celebrate their day off school. Although universities and federal agencies across
“I've never really thought about it before. I guess it’s just  the country will be closed Monday, this does not mean

a day off,” said Katy Watson, a sophomore French major  others will use the day for rest and relaxation. To some,

from Hurst. “If you take the time to think about it, it’s a it is a day of service.

real holiday, but most people don’t.” The Web site, www.mlkday.org, says the day will be
Watson said she plans to spend her day off looking “a day on, not a day off.”

for a job. The site listed several projects that different orga-
Some students said they are glad to have the day nizations across the nation are doing, one of which is

off, but others said the day still needs to be celebrated Martin Luther King Jr. Reading Day in Lubbock.

respectively. The Volunteer Center of Lubbock’s United Way
Laura Pavlovich, a junior architecture major from ;

Double Oak, said Monday is a free day, but King is to be

By ANDREW WOOD
Svarr Writen

MLK DAY continued on Page 6
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State of City address provides
insight to Lubbock past, tuture

By MICHELLE CASADY

Syary Weairer

Mayor Marc McDougal gave the
city of Lubbock the annual State of
the City address Wednesday, cover-
ing topics ranging from city finances
to hurricane relief.

“Our economy is on its way up
and I don’t see it going anywhere
but up for a long time,” said Kenny
McKay from the office of
the Lubbock Economic
Development Alli-
ance.

McDougal
gave reports of |
progress in all
areas of city af-
fairs.

“Agriculture. I would say agricul-
ture is our biggest achievement this
year. Thanks to the moisture we’ve
had the last two years our farmers
have been able to bring in record
breaking crops,” McDougal said.

According to McDougal’s ad-
dress, the economic growth that will
ensue as a result of the cotton crops
will total $4.9 billion.

McDougal also commended the
city’s performance in the wake of
Hurricane Katrina.

“] want to brag on the Lubbock
Apartment Association. It was the

Why South Padre Island?

Spring Break capital of Texas!
Featured on MTV, 48 Hours, Hannity
& Colmes, and Travel Channel

Kegs allowed on the beach
Thousands of college students

Seven miles of beach

Only 1/2 hour to Mexico

work of this organization that en-
abled the city to move the evacuees
out of the temporary shelter at Re-
ese and into permanent housing so
quickly,” McDougal said.

The water supply problem facing
Lubbock, which was resolved, also
is something McDougal said he is
proud of.

“I think being able to secure
100 years worth of water for our
community is an outstand-
ing achievement,” he

said.

' McDougal
¢ also discussed
the city’s plan
to irrigate
with ground-
water instead
of drinking water, which he claims
will save the city more than $90,000
each year.

The Marsha Sharp Freeway proj-
ect, which previously was slated to
be completed after the year 2024,
has been moved up in completion
by 12 years.

“Lubbock is experiencing great
economic growth. We are in a posi-
tion to continue growing well into
the future,” McDougal said.

The Lubbock Economic Develop-
ment Alliance also helped the city
grow this year.

“We (gave incentives to cre-
ate) about 300 jobs but we really
helped create closer to 1,000,”
McKay said. '

He went on tosay 1,000 new
jobs in a year is about average
for the city of Lubbock and also
commended the work ethic of the
citizens of Lubbock.

“Our work ethic here is just
amazing. It’s not just outside com-
panies but our local businesses that
are to thank for that. They really
keep us going,” McKay said.

One more area of pride for
McDougal was the turn-around of
Lubbock Power and Lighting.

“Four years ago there was some
serious financial trouble with
LP&L. Three years ago they were
headed for a $35 million deficit.
We brought in some new people
though, like Carroll McDonald,
and Gary Zheng and they really
deserve the credit for the current
$15 million surplus.”

The numbers agree with Mc-
Dougal and McKay. Sales tax
receipts went up 6 percent this
year from last year, while property
taxes were reduced and appraisal
values went up.

PP michelle.casady@ttu.edu
PP brittany.a.barrientos@ttu.edu

Stampede

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the holy city of Mecca is a notorious
bottleneck in the weeklong pilgrimage
and has seen deadly incidents in seven
of the past 17 years, including a stam-
pede in 1990 that killed 1,426 people
and one in 2004 that killed 244.

“I heard screaming and ... saw peo-
ple jumping over each other,” said Suad
Abu Hamada, an Egyptian pilgrim.
“Police starting pulling out bodies. The
bodies were piled up. I couldn’t count
them, they were too many.”

Bodies covered in white sheets
lined the pavement near the ramp
where the stampede occurred, and
emergency workers rushed the injured
away on stretchers. Police cleared part
of the site, but thousands of pilgrims
continued the stoning ritual.

The Interior Ministry put the
death toll at 345, and the Health
Ministry said 289 people were injured.
State-run Al-Ekhbariyah television
said most of the victims were from
South Asia.

Thousands of pilgrims were rush-
ing to complete the last of the three
days of the stoning ritual before
sunset when some of them began to
trip over dropped baggage, causing a
large pileup, said Maj. Gen. Mansour
al-Turki, spokesman for the Interior
Ministry.

“This was fate destined by God,”
al-Turki said. “Some of the pilgrims
were undisciplined and hasty to finish
the ritual as soon as possible.”

PP brittany.a.barrientos@ttu.edu
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NICHOLAS GAY, A senior marketing major from Rockwall, watches
fellow Texas Tech Club Volleyball Team member Tyler Garner, a
sophomore exercise and sport sciences major from Lampasas, spike the
ball he set during practice at the Robert H. Ewalt Student Recreation
Center Thursday afternoon.
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SGA campaign raises $700K in fall semester

Eventual $5 million effort aims to even out plateaued scholarship funds with rising tuition costs

By MICHAEL CARDELL

S1arr Writer

The Student Government Asso-
ciation and Department of Institu-
tional Advancement have teamed
up on a scholarship campaign to
boost recruiting, strengthen reputa-
tion and keep tuition low.

According to the SGA Web

site, the scholarship campaign
is a student-led effort to raise $5
million for merit an opporttnity
scholarships.

SGA External Vice President
Ryan Worley said Texas Tech is try-
ing to build a reputation to compete
with Texas A&M and the Univer-
sity of Texas while recruiting.

“The way we do that is by offer-

COURTESY PHOTO ILLUSTRATIN

* THE PROJECTED NEW walkway around Memorial Circle when brick

initiative is complete. The campaign aims to raise $5 million.
1

When 1/01{ realize 1

ing students at the top of their class
four-year presidential scholarships
to come to Tech,” he said. “It is
very difficult to recruit against UT
and A&M when they have limitless
funds to provide full scholarships
for students.”

Mary Saathoff, senior director
of Corporations, Foundations and
Scholarships, said scholarships are
a funding priority at Tech.

“With rising cost of tuition, we
need more money for scholarships,”
she said.

Saathoff said the purpose of
the campaign is to raise money so
there may be more scholarships and
in turn, Tech can bring in more
students.

“There are a variety of scholar-
ship opportunities,” Saathoff said.
“There is the Merit Scholarship for
incoming freshmen based on their
GPA, SAT scores and academic
record.”

On the other hand, there is an
opportunity scholarship for stu-
dents already enrolled, she said.

“The Opportunity Scholarship
is based on a wide set of criteria,”

Saathoff said. “It focuses on finan-
cial need, talents or gifts in certain
fields, and other sets of criteria, such
as the accomplishments and grades
while attending university.”

SGA Internal Vice President
Casey Harmon said the campaign
has brought in approximately
$700,000 in gifts and pledges since
the campaign started in Fall 2005.

Harmon said Tech will raise
funds by selling bricks with the
donors name on it, which will be
used to build a walkway from the
Administration building to the
Memorial Circle.

“We didn’t want to increase
tuition just to keep up with scholar-
ship funds,” she said.

Since tuition has been increas-
ing, the value of scholarships have
gone down, Harmon said, meaning
the amount of money given to the
student does not cover everything
like it did in the past.

She said the campaign has
paved the way for the future stabil-
ity of scholarships.

“When donators give $10,000
or more, they can designate that

money to go into an endowment,
which means the interest gained
from the donation goes toward
scholarships,” Harmon said. “How-
ever, to gain enough interest to sup-

.port a scholarship fund, you need a

lot of money.”

Worley said the university had
to dip into tuition and endowment
funds to keep up, because the schol-
arship funds haven’t been able to
grow with the inflation of tuition
over the past five years.

“This program is designed so
we don’t have to do that any-
more,” Worley said. “This will help
all-around with

laid the foundation for future of-
ficers to follow through on.

“We’ll have more of a game
plan next year,” Worley said. “And
hopefully we will have the oppor-
tunity to continue towards our goal
of $5 million.”

The application deadline for
most opportunity scholarships for
Fall 2006 and Spring 2007 is Feb.
1. To apply for a scholarship, visit
www/financialaid.ttu.edu/soi2.asp
or visit the scholarship office in
West Hall Room 305.

P michael w.cardell@ttu.edu
P brittany.a.barrientos@ttu.edu

tuition, because
we will no lon-
ger have to use
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tuition and fees
to cover scholar-

ships.”
He said, al-
though the

goal of $5 mil-
lion may not be
reached by the
end of the year,
the campaign has
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Girl Scouts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lives.

“Nowadays, role models are so
key because parents work so much,”
Deanda said.

Shea Peluso, a freshman from
Montgomery, recently got involved
with the Girl Scouts in Lubbock.

She said she is a troop leader
for the youngest age group of girls,
the Daisies.

“I just love working with the
little ones,” Peluso said.

Peluso, who was both a Daisy
and a Brownie Gitl Scout growing
up, said she believes this program is
a positive one for these girls to be
involved in.

“There are a lot of bad things in
this world, and I want this to be a
good thing,” she said.

When playing games like “Duck
Duck Goose” and “Red Rover” with
five-year-old girls, Peluso said she
loves being able to be a kid again.

“We just got to be silly for a little
bit,” Peluso said.

Great leaders are not necessarily
outgoing people, Deanda said. To
be a great leader, one needs to have

ou want tos klld Hlt rest o :
1

your lj'e with sc HebOdl/ you want the rest of
your life to start as soon as Jpossible.

- When Harry Met Sally (Movie)
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a fun personality and a passion for
what they are doing.

According to an advertisement
for troop leaders, new leaders
are required to complete New
Troop Leader Orientation, pick
an age-level, First-Aid, and CPR
trainings.

She said troop leaders do not
have to wear the uniform when
they are working with the children;
however, they have made the outfits
more up to speed with the fashion
world. Either way though, she said
everyone should be a positive rep-
resentative of the troop.

“You are technically in uniform
as long as you are wearing the Girl
Scout pin,” Deanda said.

There are other volunteer op-
portunities in Girl Scouts besides
being a troop leader, Deanda said,
but troop leaders are essential to
this program.

“If we don’t have a leader, then
that little girl doesn’t have an

opportunity to be a Girl Scout,”
she said.

PP abby.stone@ttu.edu
PP clara.cobb@ttu.edu
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By KATIE KINNEY
Srarr Writer

On Dec. 16, the Texas Tech
board of regents approved
spending to plan to build a new
parking garage, stadium luxury
boxes and a fagade at Jones SBC
stadium.

The plan has not been ap-
proved formally and is still in
the planning stages. The build-
ing will take place mostly on the
east side of the stadium, since
that is one part of the stadium
that has not been improved
upon in some years.

The parking garage will pro-
vide much-needed additional
parking for fans.

There also is talk that the

Tech board of regents approve parking
garage, luxury boxes, facade for stadium

garage will serve as a bus stop to
be used by many students and
faculty who park or live near the
stadium.

“We will have a bus route
which would be closer for some
faculty and students,” Regent
Robert Black said. “I would like
to keep Texas Tech a pedestrian
campus, so that students can meet
and greet people on their way to
class. That is a great about this
campus.”

The plan also calls for luxury
boxes to be added to the stadium
since there seems to be an undeni-
able demand for them.

“There is already a waiting list
for the boxes,” Black said. “That
is just one example of the enthu-

siasm that Tech generates with its

“Ppranmn.kinney@ttu.edu

alumni associates and fans.”

If the facade is put in on the
east side, it will bring the seating
numbers up to more than 60,000
seats.

“We are reaching seating
capacity already so expansion is
needed,” Black said.

Overall, Black said he is con-
fident about the decision to
expand the stadium.

“It has been a good process
so far,” he said. “We now have
a good way to generate revenue
to Tech.”

Black said the formal decision

to approve this plan is scheduled
for Feb. 3.

W brittany.a. barrientos@ttu.edu
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Bush’s strike-out

President’s poor decisions
endanger American way of Life

ur country is not in good shape.
ether you are aware of this,
I don’t know. What you should

know is that as it stands, the tide of U.S.
legitimacy has waned, and our young
country is finding itself like Mudville’s
brash super-slugger Casey; our air-shat-
tering blow against the “enemies of
freedom” was nothing more than a whiff
of thin air.

Evidence of the failure of U.S. foreign
policy can be seen in the Administration’s
new stance on the war in Irag.

After Congressman John Murtha
(D — PA), a decorated veteran of the
United States Marine Corps and long-time
member of the House of Representatives
announced publicly that the prosecution
of military operations in Iraq is in need
of a course change, the White House en-
gaged in its all too familiar fear-and-smear
campaign. Everyone from Vice President
Cheney to Bill OReilly denounced his
position “aiding the enemy” and Murtha
himself as “cowardly” and “unpatriotic”.

This, of course, was before Rove and
Co. could get their feelers out into the
American public. Once Bush’s approval
rating started dropping that same gang was
out in full force trying to spin their talking
points to make it seem as if withdrawing
troops sooner than later was their idea
all along.

One might ponder the rationale be-
hind the Bush administration denouncing
troop draw-downs one day and announc-
ing troop draw-downs the next day, but
as with most of 43s presidency, trying to
make sense of anything will likely lead toa
heart attack and a couple of light strokes.

Like Casey, our nation finds itself
standing at the plate, wondering where it
all went wrong. R

In 2002, we were supposed to be
greeted as liberators. Iraqs oil industry was
supposed to fund the entire war within two
years of production, since at the time it
was only supposed to run about $100-200
billion, according to then-White House
Budget Director Mitch Daniels.

But now the U.S. finds itself stuck in
the homet’s nest that is the Middle East.
Instead of flowers in our rifles we have
sectarian militia infiltrating the Iragi
Army and police. Instead of petrol flowing
out of the sand back into the pockets of
American tax payers, Iraqs oil production
is down from pre-war levels of 2.3 million
barrels per day to 1.9 million, according to
the Energy Information Agency.

The most recent revelation is that
the Iraq War could cost upwards of $2
trillion, an estimate that includes the very
real price of taking care of our veterans
who return with physical and emotional
injuries.

This brings us back to our biggest
problem; accountability —or lack thereof
— by the administration for its handling
of Iraq. The White House started this
war under admittedly false pretenses. I
even will give the benefit of the doubt to
the government in that they were truly
ignorant of the truth.

Where I draw the line on mercy stops

at how they decided to use this informa-
tion, albeit false.

Yes, our country was attacked on Sept.
11. Men with a radical agenda thought
that killing could solve their problems. No
room for discussion, no time for dissent.

Anyone who tries to discuss the
shortcomings of war on terror, such as
inadequate body armor, unwarranted do-
mestic spying or even torture, is suddenly
a friend of the terrorists who doesn’t have
the security of the homeland in their best
interest.

But those who throw these accusations
at critics of the Bush White House are
forgetting that the real encouragement
to the terrorists comes in the form of an
under-equipped fighting force, and illegal

and immoral practices such as we've seen -

in Abu Ghraib (and will one day see from
Cuba and “dark sites” used by the U.S. to
torture) by the very forces which are meant
to be spreading liberty and democracy.
The administration wants you to forget
that this is a war of choice. They want
you to forget that they rushed into Iraq
without proper justification. They want
you to forget that they ignored the U.N.
weapons inspectors when they concluded
Baghdad was not trying to reconstitute its
nonconventional weapons programs.
Like Mighty Casey, the project of
America was the great hope of liberal
democracies. We may have our little do-

mestic inconsistencies and occasional -

foreign policy blunder, but on the grand
arc of things the rights, and responsibilities

championed by our nation and our consti-

tution was something to be proud of and
depend on.

But now, with more than 2,200 USS.
service personnel killed and upwards of
10 to 50 times as many Iraqi civilians (de-
pending on Pentagon or Doctors Without
Borders estimates) dead, we no longer can
allow such a free pass as was given to Bush
after 9-11.

The only conclusion is that sadly, the
terrorists are winning. Those who struck
our country 3% years ago wanted to
change America and make the world turn
against us. Since then we have allowed
extraordinary perversions of our values
to take place.

The great thing about baseball is
people don’t die when you strike out.
The great thing about politics is the game
never is over. But as long as Bush and Co:
continue to disregard everything that has
made this country great, we'll be like the
over-confident Casey, standing at the plate
with an empty stadium.

H Ring is a graduate student from
Hobbs, N.M. studying interna-
tional affairs. E-mail him at david.
j.ring@ttu.edu.

Rising energy costs benefit students

nless you live in the
residence halls, you've
probably noticed that

despite record high tempera-
tures (80 degrees in January!)
heating bills are a little scary
this winter. The high natural
gas prices and the effect of the
high bills imposed on families
have created a stir across the
nation.

Energy companies such as
Exxon have been criticized for
their high prices and many have
been accused of increasing their
profits. The Bush administra-
tion has taken some heat for
not being able to alleviate the
burden that high gas and oil
prices create.

Closer to home, City Coun-
cilman Gary Boren wants to go
up against the “800 b gorilla”
Atmos Energy by litigating a full
rate case, saying that the com-
pany is a monopoly that needs
to be held accountable for their
spike in rates. The litigation
could cost millions.

What people like Council-
man Boren and others may not
realize is that by increasing rates
on natural gas prices, companies
like Atmos Energy may actually
be doing the public and the en-
vironment an incredible favor.

While it’s doubtful that these
companies have the public’s best
interest at heart, by making
filling up a car or heating up a
home cost-prohibitive compa-
nies actually increase incentive
to develop more sustainable,

renewable and of course cheaper
forms of energy.

As a college student with a part-
time job, I know about juggling in-
come with bills and food. I’ve been
known to occasionally (read: semi-
frequently) drop one of those balls
in favor of keeping the other two
in the air. In other words, I'm the
first to acknowledge that a lower
energy bill would be nice.

That is, lower energy bills would
be nice right now. But sometimes
what seems like it would be nice
in the short term is actually not
what is beneficial in the long term.
Sometimes that second or even
first slice of cheesecake would be
better off left untouched.

It’s about time that we started
getting serious about alterna-
tive energy. The technology has
existed for a long time, so why
aren’t we seeing houses being built
standard with solar panels on the
roofs? With the improvements
being made in nanotechnology to
extend battery life, solar power is
becoming more cost-effective and
reliable than ever.

Not to worry, though; with
energy bills as they are, [ wouldn’t
be surprised if we see an increase
in the number of homes built with

solar energy in the near future in
response to consumer demand.

It’s already happening in the
automobile industry. In many
of the larger cities it is becom-
ing more common to see etha-
nol pumps next to the gasoline
pumps. Recently, I was in Santa
Fe, N.M., and at one gas sta-
tion there were an equal number
of ethanol pumps and gasoline
pumps. The cost of the ethanol
fuel was slightly cheaper than
regular gasoline.

Most automobile companies are
increasing production of hybrid,
crossover and “Flex-Fuel” cars
due to consumer concern over
high gas prices. Flex-Fuel cars can
run on regular gasoline as well as
E85, which is 85 percent ethanol
and 15 percent gas. Some of the
2006 models of cars are capable of
running on this fuel include the
Ford F150, Chevy Tahoe, Mercury
Grand Marquis and Chevrolet
Impala, just to name a few.

While ethanol pump stations
are currently few and far between,
you can expect to see many more
in the near future; complaints by
consumers about high gas prices
seems to have finally pushed car
companies into seeking and pro-
ducing alternatives to gas.

In Brazil, 67 percent of cars can
now run on sugarcane-based etha-
nol fuel. I'm no expert, but this
seems like a good idea. We always
can grow more sugarcane.

Fuel cells, homes that run on
solar energy and gas made from
sugarcane may seem too futuris-

tic. But remember, 150 years ago
chopping wood to heat your home
seemed like a pretty good deal.
One hundred or even 50 years ago,
it would have been impossible to
imagine the technology that is
commonplace today.

Who could have dreamt of
electric stoves or cars that run
on hydrogen before they were
invented? Only the visionaries
who helped create them. We
won’t be mining coal and drilling
oil forever, and it could turn out
that the sudden spike in prices is
what we needed to turn tangible
concepts into reality.

Times change and sometimes
economics can help speed things
along. It’s good that people are
getting fed up with high prices of
gas and it’s good that people are
demanding something better. It is
because of this that we are seeing
a response from the automobile

“industry. Sooner or later, we will

expect to see a response from
builders as well.

None of this really helps the
high bills the public will be paying
for the next couple of months, but
at least we_can find consolation
in the better alternatives in the
future that the high prices are
causing now. Being less dependent
on foreign oil is good for everyone
and using less of it is good for the
planet we live on.

H Brinker is a senior music and
environmental studies major from
Levelland. E-mail her at sara.
hughes@ttu.edu.

By LEE HEERTEN
- Dany Negpaskan
{1}, Negrasual

(U-WIRE) LINCOLN,
Neb. — I can’t understand the
opposition to gay marriage. I
simply cannot wrap my mind
around the religious-right’s
arguments concerning the
“sanctity of marriage.”

However, regardless of
whether gay marriage ever
becomes legal in the U.S.,
homosexual couples will still
be forced to overcome chal-
lenges.

Anyone who knows a ho-
mosexual couple knows ho-
mosexual relationships are
fundamentally the same as
heterosexual relationships.

However, the burden so-
ciety places on homosexuals
makes having a successful
relationship more difficult.
Homosexual relationships
are faced with challenges that
are nonexistent for straight
couples.

For example, very few
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Homosexual marriage won’t make being gay easier

straight individuals must “come
out” as straight to their family,
friends or coworkers.

. Being open with one family
or group of friends and silent
with another adds a type of stress
that most heterosexual couples
never have to experience.

Even if both partners are
completely out, they may never
receive support. For example,
while in a yearlong relationship,
my parents never once asked me
about my boyfriend. Though my
parents met and interacted with
him, they didn’t feel comfortable
discussing my relationship in
the same way that they did my
sisters’ relationships.

Their silence not only ex-
pressed their disapproval with
my homosexuality, but it was
also a sign they felt unprepared
to support a relationship they
viewed as,fundamentally differ-
ent from their own.

Gay couples often lack the
support and mentoring hetero-
sexual couples receive - sup-
port all relationships need to
survive.
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Homosexual relationships
also lack the defined social pat-
terns, which exist for straight
couples. Successful heterosexual
relationships, with few excep-
tions, follow a well-mapped pat-
tern defined by family, the media
and society: dating, engagement
and marriage.

No such pattern exists for ho-
mosexual relationships. Without
any pattern to follow, or even
intentionally break, gay couples
are left to fend for themselves
In the heterosexual world, re-
lationships are celebrated in
engagement parties, weddings
and anniversaries. With the
exception of passe “commit-
ment ceremonies” homosexual
couples are excluded from these
celebrations.

Though these traditions in no
way insure a successful relation-
ship, they do have a solidifying
effect on couples. Public, formal
announcements of together-
ness give couples a sense of
legitimacy and commitment that
often help to strengthen their
relationship.

. Homosexual couples, ex-
cluded from these traditions, are
on their own to create defining
moments and expressions of
their commitment and love for
each other. Perhaps this could
be viewed as an advantage or
simply a unique characteristic
of homosexual relationships, but
I think that it ultimately leaves
a sense of incompleteness and
abridgment. :

Homosexual relationships
are fundamentally the same as
heterosexual relationships. In
the end, it comes down to two
people trying to find their way in
the world together. The fact re-
mains that homosexual couples,
in trying to find their way, are
sent on a more treacherous,
uncharted path.

Inevitably, homosexuals have
faced enough challenges in
their lives, based solely on their
sexuality, to <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>