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Crack house killer dies
by lethal injection

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — A habitual
drug user was executed Tuesday evening
for the slayings of two people at a Houston
crack house 12 years ago.

“I would like to apologize to the

victims' family and all the grief I have |

caused them,” Robert Dale Rowell said in
a brief final statement as the mother, sister
and brother of one of his victims watched
through a window.

“I would like tosay I love the girls next
to them,” he said, referring to six women
he selected to watch him die. Several of
them sobbed. Then he said, “Praise the
Lord. Let’s go warden. That’s it.”

Rowell, 50, snorted twice as the drugs
began taking effect. He was pronounced
dead nine minutes later at 6:24 p.m.

His execution was the first of two
scheduled in Texas on consecutive nights
this week. He was the 18th prisoner this
year to receive lethal injection in the
nation’s most active capital punishment
state. Condemned inmate Shannon
Thomas was to follow him to the death
chamber gurney Wednesday night for a
triple slaying in Baytown.

NATION

Hey beer man! Pour
me something healthy

CORVALLIS, Ore. (AP)—Now, you
may have an excuse for reaching for a brew
— as a health food.

Scientists at Oregon State University
say the hops used to brew beer contain a
compound called flavonids that neutralize
“free radicals,” which are rogue oxygen
molecules that can damage cells.

The researchers say porter, stout and
ale have much higher levels of flavonids
compared to lager and pilsner beers.

But don'’t reach for a six-pack hop-
ing for much more than a beer gut. The
researchers say the beneficial effect of
beer may be minimal and that more study
is needed.

“We can’t say that drinking beer will
help prevent cancer,” said Fred Stevens,
OSU assistant professor of pharmacy and
scientist in the Linus Pauling Institute.

Xanthohumol is a yellow substance
that was first discovered in hops in 1913.

In cell cultures and animal studies,
xanthohumol targeted various types of can-
cer, including breast, colon and ovarian.

WORLD

Bush on friendly turf in
Japan, despite beef ban

KYOTO, Japan (AP) — The mood
will be celebratory when President Bush
takes center stage in this ancient capital
with Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi, his closest ally in Asia.

The two leaders meet Wednesday
amid apparent progress toward ending
the two-year-old Japanese ban on U.S.
beef imports that has been an irritant on
the American side. And the two countries
just announced an agreement to realign
and reduce U.S. military forces in Japan,
resolving an issue that had caused concem
in Tokyo.

Bush and Koizumi were expected to
keep under wraps a host of trickier mat-
ters, such as a growing trade deficit with
Japan, Tokyo’s reluctance to reduce the
kind of farm subsidies that are holding
up progress on a U.S.-backed global free-
trade pact, and a recent Koizumi visit
to a controversial shrine that has roiled
relations between Japan and neighbors

South Korea and Chm.
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Coalition in Washington, D.C.,
today to make official proposal

By JAY LANGLEY
Spwson Svarr Writer

The West Texas Coalition for
the George W. Bush Presidential
Library is in Washington, D.C.,
today to present its case for bringing
the library to Lubbock.

Texas Tech is one of four final-
ists for the site of the Bush Library.
The other possible sights are Baylor
University, Southern Methodist
University and ‘the University of
Dallas.

“I think this could be the best
thing to happen to Lubbock since
Texas Tech University came to the
city in 1923,” said David Miller,

a send-off celebration to wish the
coalition good luck.

Linda Baker from the Lubbock
Chamber of Commerce said she is

LIBRARY continued on Page 7
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COURTESY PHOTO
CHANCELLOR DR. DAVID Smith, left, met in Washington, D.C., this afternoon with U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey
Hutchison to discuss funding for Texas Tech and the TTU Health Sciences Center projects, including the Bush
library. Smith is a member of the coalition led by chairman David Miller.

chairman of the coalition.
Lubbock city officials, Tech

faculty and students gathered at the

Frazier Alumni Pavilion Monday for

DAVID MILLER, CHAIRMAN of
the West Texas Coalition, makes a
speech about the Bush Library at the
Frazier Alumni Pavilion Monday.

Roundtable helps explain
copyrights — and wrongs

By CARLOS BERGFELD

Svarr Writsn

Students may not realize it, but
if they have ever written or typed
an original work for class or even
on a blog, they have produced a
copyrighted work.

The Texas Tech Office of the
Chief Information Officer hosted an
information technology roundtable
Tuesday to give the community
the basic facts and misconceptions
regarding existing copyright and

_ intellectual property issues.

“As long as the work exists
attached to a tangible medium of
expression, copyright exists the
moment of creation,” said Wesley
Cochran, a professor of law who
spoke at the roundtable.

Cochran said this rule falls
under the Copyright Act of 1976
and can be applied to digital works
as well.

Because of peer-to-peer file
sharing, copyright with regard to
unauthorized digital music duplica-
tion and distribution has become
increasingly controversial issues in
recent years.

The settlement of the Grokster

case in favor of the music industry
and the company’s recent move
to cease distribution of their file-
sharing software was the third
generation of copyright litigation
against major file-swapping sharing
organizations, Cochran said.

“What has happened in the
digital age is that reproduction
and distribution have become so
easy and so automatic, people just
don’t think twice before doing it,”
he said.

Under current copyright law,
the length of a copyright is the life
of the author of the work plus 70
years, before it enters the public
domain.

Just because the technology ex-
ists to allow users to freely reproduce
protected works does not mean it is
legal, Cochran said.

Though Tech has taken mea-
sures to prevent digital copyright
infringement, students who try to
download copyrighted works may
not know the consequences of their
actions.

“They absolutely don’t know
the university can be held liable.

ROUNDTABLE continued on Page 7

By LIZ SIDOTI

Associaven Press Wares

WASHINGTON (AP) — The GOP-controlled
Senate rejected a Democratic call Tuesday for a time-
table for withdrawing U.S. troops from Iraq but urged
President Bush to outline his plan for “the successful
completion of the mission” in a bill reflecting a grow-
ing bipattisan unease with his Iraq policies.

The overall measure, adopted 98-0, shows a will-
ingness to defy the president in several ways despite a
threatened veto. It would restrict the techniques used
to interrogate terror detainees, ban their inhuman
treatment and call for the administration to provide
lawmakers with quarterly reports on the status of
operations in Iraq.

The bill was not without victories for the president,
including support for the military tribunals Bush wants
to use to try detainees-at the prison in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. Yet even that was tempered, with language
letting the inmates appeal to a federal court their des-
ignation as enemy combatants and their sentences.

The Senate’s votes on Iraq showed a willingness
even by Republicans to question the White House

. ona war that’s growing increasingly unpopular with
Americans.

Polls show Bush’s popularity has tumbled in part
because of public frustration over Iraq, a war that
has claimed the lives of more than 2,000 American
troops.

Senate Democratic leader Harry Reid, D-Nev.,

Senate Republicans reject call for
Iraq timetable, want outlined plan

said the outcome was “a vote of no confidence on the
president’s policies in Iraq.” Republicans “acknowl-
edged that there need to be changes made,” he said.

But Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-Tenn.,
trumpeted the chamber’s rejection of the Democratic
call for a withdrawal timetable.

“It is an absolute repudiation of the cut-and-run
strategy put forward by the Democrats,” Frist said.

The fate of the legislation is uncertain. The House
version of the bill, which sets Pentagon policy and
authorizes spending, doesn’t include the Iraq language
or any of the provisions on the detention, interroga-
tion or prosecution of terrorism suspects.

The measure faces a veto threat from the adminis-
tration over a provision that imposes a blanket prohi-
bition on the use of “cruel, inhuman and degrading”
treatment of terrorism suspects in U.S. custody.

Even so, the Senate’s political statement was clear
— and made even more stinging when the vote was
held with Bush abroad, in Asia, an embarrassing
step Congress often tries to avoid. With Democrats
pressing their amendment calling for a calendar for
withdrawal, Republicans worked to fend off a frontal
attack by Democrats by calling on the White House
to do more.

On a 58-40 vote, Senate Republicans killed the
measure Democratic leaders had offered to force GOP
lawmakers to take a stand on the war.

The Senate then voted 79-19 in favor of a Repub-
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By ANDREW WOOD
Svavy Wares

After three months of rehabilitation after being hit by an automo-
bile, Miss Piggy, a 1- year-old bald eagle, was released back into the wild

Friday. ;

Debbie Tennyson, manager of South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation

i

COURTESY PHOTO

MISS PIGGY, A 1-year-old bald eagle is released into the wild Friday.
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Eagle nursed to health after escaping from the talons of death

Center Inc., said the eagle earned her name because
they thought she looked like the popular Muppet’s
character, and she made unusual eating sounds.

After she was hit, she was taken to a veterinar-
ian in Southlake where she was diagnosed with se-
vere head trauma and blindness, Tennyson said.

After being stabilized, Tennyson said Miss Piggy
was transferred to the rehabilitation center in Lub-
bock, where she made a full recovery.

After she was nursed back
to health, she was placed in a
flight cage where she exercised
her wings and built strength.
Tennyson said she also was taught to
recognize natural foods.

The final part of the recovery process,
she said, was arranging a place and date for
her release. They decided to go to White
River Lake Friday to release her. Tennyson
said it was a good date because it was Veterans

Day.
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Focus on getting students into
college shifts to getting them out

NEW YORK (AP) — For de-
cades, getting more students into
college has been the top priority of
America’s higher education lead-
ers. What’s the point, a growing
number of experts are wondering,
when so few who go to school fin-
ish a degree?

Just 54 percent of students en-

in recent years, and he attracted
widespread attention last year
with a speech at the University
of Virginia that called for class-
based affirmative action in college
admissions.

Bowen’s latest project will ex-
amine in detail who graduates
and who doesn’t at a group of
: about 20 varied

tering four-year
colleges in 1997
had a degree six
years later, ac-
cording to some
of the latest gov-
ernment figures.
After borrowing
for school but
failing to gradu-
ate, many of
those students
may be worse off
than if they had
never attended
college at all.
Now the ques-
tion of what todo
about the coun-
try’s unimpres-
sive and stagnate
graduation rates
is on the agen-

You walk into a
high school and 50
percent of the kids
aren’t graduating,
people say ‘What'’s
wrong with this
place?’ Get me the
principal. Get me
the school boartl

— PATRICK CALLAHAN
President
National Center for Public
Police and Higher Education.

universities. In
an interview,
he described
the message
he will deliver
to a Goldman
Sachs Founda-
tion gathering
on issues facing
college trustees
as his opening
salvo on the
topic.

“The United
States has always
said it believes
in opportunity
and social mo-
bility and fair-
ness,” Bowen
said. “If you find
that the odds of
getting through

da, from college
presidents’ offices
to state houses. The latest sign of
the trend comes Wednesday, when
former Princeton President Wil-
liam Bowen lays out an ambitious
research agenda on the question
during a speech in New York.

Normally, a scholar’s decision
to take on an academic topic is
hardly news. Bowen, president of
the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion, is the kind of researcher whose
work is so influential that his very
curiosity about a subject can raise
its profile.

His data-driven studies on col-
lege athletes, affirmative action
and college access for the poor
have all sparked nationwide debate

are very differ-
ent for different groups of people,
that’s something you ought to be
concerned about.”

It’s known that elite schools
have generally higher gradua-
tion rates than non-elite schools.
What's less clear is why the gradu-
ation rates at seemingly similar
colleges vary so much. The main
campuses of Penn State and the
University of Minnesota have
comparable price tags, student SAT
scores, and percentage of students
from poor backgrounds. Penn State
graduates more than 80 percent of
its students, and Minnesota barely
half.

The federal figures report 57

Thg \

DAILY

1 OREADOR

Copyright © 2005 Texas Tech University Stu-
dent Media/The Datly Toreador. All DT articles,
photographs and artwork are the property of The
DT and Student Media and may not be repro-
duced or published without permission.
Breaking News
Phone: (806)742-3393, Fax: (806) 742-2434
E-mail: dailytoreador@ttu. edu
Tech Notes
Tech Notes is a service provided to Texas
Tech students by the Student Government
Association and The Daily Toreador. To have
your student organization event listed, please
call 742-3631 or e-mail dailytoreador@ttu.edu.
Corrections
Call: (806) 742-3393

Policy: The Daily Toreador strives for accuracy
and fairness in the reporting of news. If a
report is wrong or misleading, a request for a
correction or a clarification may be made.

Periodical Postage paid by The Daily Toreador,
Student Media building, Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas, 79409. Publication number:
766480. The DT is a student newspaper
published Monday through Friday, September
through May; Tuesdays and Fridays June
through August, except during university
examination and vacation periods. The DT is
funded primarily through advertising revenues
generated by the student sales staff with free
campus distribution resulting from student
service fees.

Subscriptions

Call: (806)742-3388
Subscription Rates: $120 annually; single issues:
25 cents. ;
Postmaster: send address changes to The Daily
Toreador, Box 43081 Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, Texas 79409.

KINGSGATE SHOPPING CENTER + #2ND & QUAKER AVE 2 (806) 7847773
www.andersonbrosjewelers.com ’

commission on higher educa-
tion. There is growing research
on how colleges can get students
more involved in campus life,
which makes them more likely
to stay enrolled. And Callan
says some state legislatures,
even in the face of pressure to
increase capacity, are exploring
budget incentives for schools to
improve graduation rates, not
just increase enrollment:

“But you have to do- it care-
fully, because if you put all the
incentives on completion then
you just encourage colleges to
cherry pick the population” of
students most likely to graduate,
Callan said. “There’s already too
much of that.”

Sarah Turner, a University of
Virginia education economist,
has assembled data showing grad-
uation rates have stagnated over
recent decades even as enroll-
ment has climbed. Explanations

percent of white students finish
their degree, compared with 44 per-
cent of Hispanics and 39 percent
of blacks. A 2004 Education Trust
report found a quarter of schools
have gaps between whites and
blacks of 20 points or mote.

Traditionally, experts say, blame
has fallen on high schools, or on
the students themselves.

“You walk into a high school
and 50 percent of the kids aren’t
graduating, people say ‘What’s the
matter with this place? Get me
the principal. Get me the school
board. Let’s put this place in re-
ceivership,” said Patrick Callan,
president of the National Center
for Public Policy and Higher Edu-
cation. “But people walk into (a
college) and say ‘What's the matter
with these students? We gave them
a chance to go to college.”

While student responsibility is a
factor, “an awful lot of institutions

: ; : Spirit Arena.
just assumed that getting them in

STEVE LEWIS/The Daily Toreador

PAMELA GRUNDY, AUTHOR of “Shattering the Glass: The Remark-
able History of Women’s Basketball,” speaks Monday night at the United

range from rising college costs to
insufficient academic support to
students simply not realizing how
valuable a college degree is.

Which factors matter most,
and how they overlap, is not well
understood, largely because the
topic is hard to measure.

the door was the most important
thing,” said Kati Haycock, director
of The Education Trust.

Now, both Haycock and Callan
say there are signs that is chang-
ing. Graduation rates are on the
agenda of Education Secretary
Margaret Spellings’ new national

Nov. 6

Lubbock police investigated an
apparent aggravated assault. A man
reported that another man kicked
him in the mouth and put a gun to his
head. The man received a busted lip,
but refused an EMS transfer.

Now. 7

Lubbock police investigated a
report in which a man said someone
came into his garage and stole a set
of golf clubs and a pair of Texas Tech
socks. No suspects have been located
and the investigation is ongoing.

Lubbock police investigated an
apparent burglary. A man alleged
someone broke into his home and
stole a DVD player, video game
systems, video game cartridges, a
PlayStation 2, a DVD, a DVD/VCR
combo and two bottles of liquor. No
suspects have been located, and the
investigation is ongoing.
+Lubbock police, investigated
reports that golf balls were thrown at
“an RV trailer, breaking the rear tail-
light. No suspects were located, and
the investigation is ongoing.

Texas Tech police investigated a
theft at 2500 Main St. A Tech Game-
Day sign was reported missing.

Tech police investigated a theft
at Memorial Circle. A Tech flag was
reported missing.

Tech police investigated criminal
mischief in the R-19 parking lot. A
Tech vehicle was damaged after eggs
were thrown at the vehicle.

Nov. 8

Lubbock police investigated a
stolen vehicle. A woman reported
that her car was stolen out of her
driveway.

- Lubbock police conducted a
death investigation. A woman re-
ported she found her roommate
deceased in her bed. The deceased
woman had Crohne’s disease and
heart problems.

Lubbock police investigated a
theft at a United Supermarket. A
witness allegedly observed a man take
a variety of six types of steak, with a

Tech and Lubbock police blotters

total value of more than $60 and not
pay for them.

Lubbock police investigated a
theft at a United Supermarket. A
cherry fried pie allegedly was stolen.
Police escorted the suspect to the
police station. The pie was valued
at 89 cents.

~ Lubbock police investigated an
unauthorized use of a vehicle report.
A car was pulled over, and a police
search uncovered a knife and a bag
containing a green leafy substance.
The driver had a warrant out for
his arrest. He was transported and
booked into the city jail.

Lubbock police investigated a
burglary report. A man reported
someone entered his apartment with-
out consent and stole a total of $26.

Tech police investigated a theft,
which occurred at a bench outside
the Business Administration build-
ing. A purse and its contents were
taken, -

" Tech police investigated a theft

_in the‘men’s restroom on the second

floor of the Library. An unattended
laptop was stolen.

Tech police responded to a pet-
sonal welfare check of a student
who had taken an undetermined
number of pills, which occurred on
the seventh floor of Chitwood Hall.
After meeting with the student,
police determined the student’s be-
havior was harmful without further
attention. She was transported to
University Medical Center for further
treatment.

Nov. 10

Lubbock police investigated an
assault. Two people went to another’s
residence and an argument allegedly
ensued. The house’s resident alleg-
edly began punching, kicking and
shoving the people, and reportedly
shot a gun upward in the air. The
two people got back in their vehicle
and fled the scene. The resident was
later placed under arrest.

Compiled by Brittany Barrientos/
News Editor

According to a news release, the
Texas Tech University Master of
Art Education program has begun
accepting applications.

Classes for the program are of-
fered online and during the summer
at the Tech campus at Junction, as
well as during regular semesters.

The release states this is one of
the few opportunities in Texas to
earn the degree in three years with-
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Tech M.A.E. program accepting applications

out having to give up professional
commitments.

According to the release, the
program entails 36 credit hours of
graduate work.

For a complete list of courses
offered at the Tech campus in Junc-
tion, visit the Web site, www.art.
ttu.edu/Junction/mae.ttu.edu. For
other general information, call (806)
742-3825.
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JESSICA LAMAS, A sophombre architecture major from Houston, left, and Leslie
Moya, a sophomore architecture major from Garland, work together to fix a model in
their studio one class Tuesday morning in the Architecture building.

Tech programs ready

TABC transitions to DWI prevention

By KELLEN McMANUS

Cowrmsuring Warer

Many students at Texas Tech are under
the misconception that the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Commission’s main target
is underage drinking. However, a Lubbock
TABC official said the primary focus of
the agency is to identify public intoxica-
tions in an effort to reduce the DWI rate
in Texas.

“We've recently had a 50 percent in-
crease in manpower, targeting mostly public
intoxication,” TABC Lt. Harry Schreffler
said. “What we've done is gotten away from
the traditional law enforcement model of
simply chasing down DWIs on millions of
miles of highway.

“Instead we are looking through the bars
that are out there and targeting people that
are intoxicated before they drive instead
of letting them get on the road in the first
place,” he said.

Based on statistical analysis of the last
five years in Lubbock, the two major loca-
tions with a high concentration of DWIs
are the Depot Entertainment District, a
popular area laden with bars, and the Strip,
the stretch of liquor stores off of Highway
87, Schreffler said.

TABC officers target these areas to
look for individuals exhibiting signs of
intoxication, such as loud or inappropriate
behavior.

“It’s a little different each time, but you
just look for somebody that stands out,
whether that be urinating on himself or
tripping down the stairs,” he said. “I think
most any reasonable, common person can
tell if someone is intoxicated or not.”

Public intoxication is a Class-C mis-
demeanor, and the punishment is a fine
up to $500, with the possibility of arrest,
Schreffler said. Minors, individuals under
the age of 21, lose their driver’s license for
a period of time and are required to take an
alcohol awareness class and do community
service. This is in addition to the fine and
potential arrest.

“If a person is intoxicated in a public
place to a point that they may be a danger
to themselves or to others, then it’s the
officer or agent’s duty to evaluate the situ-
ation and decide whether that person needs
to go to jail or not,” Schreffler said. “Most
every officer is going to evaluate the situa-
tion based on liability. They must be able
to ensure the person is safe.”

Heath Whitaker, a senior management
major from Lufkin, said the TABC is too
harsh when it comes to punishing public
intoxication.

“I think it’s great that they stop drunk
drivers, but too often they decide to arrest
people that don’t need to be arrested,”
Whitaker said. “Taking a 22-year-old to jail
for having a few beers is ridiculous.”

Whitaker said officers only should arrest

intoxicated people causing problems, and
simply arrange for the others to take a cab
home or call 742-RIDE.

Abbey McCann, a junior business major
from Houston, said she was surprised TABC
officials primarily seek out publicly intoxi-
cated individuals, as opposed to underage
drinkers.

“I had no idea that’s what they mainly
look for,” McCann said. “As a minor, when
[ am aware of their presence, I don’t chance
using a fake ID or anything like that, but I
thought the TABC wasn’t much of a threat
after you turned 21.”

One month shy of becoming a legal
drinker, McCann is not too pleased with
the fact that she will have to remain vigi-
lant after her 21st birthday.

“Then what's the point of having a bar?”
McCann asked. “You are probably always
going to be publicly intoxicated when you
leave one. I think once you’re 21, you
should be able to be in a bar, drinking and
having fun, not worrying about getting in
trouble.”

Schreffler said the agency still cracks
down on underage drinking, but the focus
has been shifted toward public safety. He
said it is important that everyone is aware
of the TABC policy.

“People need to know that even if you
have a designated driver, it doesn’t mean
you can be intoxicated in public,” Schreffler
said. “It’s still a violation.”

Alito distances himself

to get in the Spirit

By DANIELLE NOVY

Srasr Wainer

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, Texas Tech’s Center for
Campus Life is launching the 15th
annual Spirit of Sharing program
to get Tech faculty and students
involved in giving back to the
Hub City.

The Spirit of Sharing program
encompasses multiple oppor-
tunities for Red Raiders to get
involved until Dec. 14, including
both the Adopt-an-Angel and
Adopt-a-Family programs.

Jobi Martinez, assistant direc-
tor for the Center for Campus
Life, said part1c1pat10n m
the program involves 4
Tech faculty, staff or
students selecting
a family or child
to buy gifts and

. clothing for dur-
ing the holiday
season.

Martinez
said those in-
terested could
browse profiles of dif-
ferent families and children,
and then select one or more to
sponsor. Participants take the
information with them as they
purchase the desired gifts from the
child’s wish list.

“For the Adopt-an-Angel pro-
gram, you take the child’s informa-
tion with you and go shopping for
their Christmas wish and clothing
needs,” she said. “Adopt-a-Family
works the same way, but it works
best for large student organiza-
tions.”

Martinez said participants
could select which child they
would like to buy gifts for, based on
information such as age and gen-
der that is provided on a list. She
said the list is located in Student
Union Building Room 201, which
is the same room people drop off
their gifts after purchasing them.

The wish list features about
20 families and 200 children, she
said. The children range from age
three-months-old to 13-years-
old.

“This is an opportunity to
give back to the Lubbock com-
munity,” Martinez said. “All of
our programs serve the Lubbock
community.”

Martinez said the wish lists
include items ranging from Barbie

“the organization’s Web site; www.

dolls and sports gear to PlaySta-
tions gaming systems and bicycles,
the most common item cropping
up on lists.

There is a wide price-range
among the wish lists, Martinez
said. People can choose which
child they would like to sponsor
according to what kind of gift the
child wants.

“We try to make this conve-
nient for Tech students,” she said.
“That’s why the program is done
right here on campus.”

For further convenience, Mar-
tinez said students could access

‘campusllfe ttu. edu/sos, and Adopt
an Angel onlire.

The program;, which ‘is prb—
duced in collaboration with
the Lubbock Salvation
Army, has seen a
steady turnout
in recent years,
she said.

“We always
expect good par-
ticipation,” Mar-
tinez said. “It’s just
a good opportunity to

give back.”

Sarah Macrander, a sophomore
nursing major from Katy who is
involved in the program’s organi-
zation, said she feels every student
should try and give back to their
community, even if it is just a small
amount.

“In my opinion, it’s just the
right thing to do,” she said. “These
kids have nothing. Imagine on
Christmas morning if there wasn’t
anything under the tree.”

Megan Howard, a junior adver-
tising major from Bedford, said she
and her family have always picked
a family to sponsor during the holi-
day season, as does her sorority.

“Around Christmastime, peo-
ple always get caught up in buying
the perfect present for someone
they love, but these kids appreci-
ate any little thing,” she said.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Su-
preme Court nominee Samuel Alito
distanced himself Tuesday from his
1985 comments that there was no
constitutional right to abortion, tell-
ing a senator in private that he had
been “an advocate seeking a job.”

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
an abortion rights supporter and the
only woman on the Senate Judiciary
Committee, said she asked the con-
servative judge about a document
released Monday showing Alito in
1985 telling the Reagan administra-
tion he was particularly proud to help
argue that “the Constitution does not
protect a right to an abortion.”

“He said first of all it was differ-

an advocate seekmg a ]oB it was a
political job'and that was1985. I'm
now a judge, I've been on the circuit
court for 15 years and it’s very differ-
ent. 'm not an advocate, [ don’t give
heed to my personal views, what I do
is interpret the law.”

When asked whether she found
his answer satisfactory, Feinstein said:
“The question is, Did I believe he was
being absolutely truthful, and I did.”

Alito did not respond to report-
ers’ questions about the document
before meeting Feinstein. “I'm just
here to speak with Sen. Feinstein,”
Alito said.

After the meeting, Feinstein said
Alito “was very sincere, he was very
direct in answering my questions, he
clearly is well-steeped in the law, has
a good mind, is an able thinker.”

Alito’s abortion statement is
expected to be the topic of conversa-
tion with senators during his Tuesday

KTAT Film Fest Dec. 3rd

1-11ipm Escondido Theatre

Last day forentry Nov. 21 $20 Entry Fee
Applications available in the Student Media Building
Chosen entries will he shown at the festival.
Selected filmmakers must attend the event.

Need more info? 88.7
Call 742-KTXT

ent then,” she said. “He sald 1 was:

[ R

from abortion statement

visits.

“This man is a conservative,”
said Sen. Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga.,
after meeting with Alito. “He’s
been a conservative all his life, and
in 1985 when he was applying for
a job, he reiterated that fact in his
application.”

Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M., said

he and Alito also talked about the
1985 statement during their early
meeting. “He said it was 20 years
ago,” said Bingaman, who added
that Alito also said he has respect for
the precendent set by the landmark
1973 Roe vs. Wade decision, which
established abortion rights.
_The 1985 document, released
‘the Bonald Reagan Presidential
Ilfbrary'on Monday, shows a young
VAlitd" applying 'to become deputy
assistant attorney general and say-
ing his previous government work
had included helping “to advance
legal positions in which I personally
believe very strongly.”

“l am particularly proud of my
contributions in recent cases in
which the government argued that
racial and ethnic quotas should not
be allowed and that the Constitution
does not protect a right to an abor-
tion,” wrote Alito, who was then
working for the solicitor general’s
office.

Alito’s supporters say there’s noth-
ing surprising in that statement.

He “joins a long list of jurists who
have written that Roe was wrongly
decided,” said Sen. John Cornyn,

R-Texas, a Judiciary Committee
member.
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Decision 2008: Texas Ranger vs. Deerhunter

Pros and cons of a Chuck Norris or Christopher Walken presidency analyzed at last

routine to my Mondays. I could write

my column while watching my favor-
ite TV show, “Arrested Development.”
Unfortunately, that show now has been
canceled, leaving me with the semi-pre-
dicament of nothing to watch.

I flipped around and stopped on the
Hallmark channel, my eyes affixed to
the second greatest comedy of all time
—“Walker, Texas Ranger.” In this episode,
he is working to bring down a racist crime
lord with the help of the other Texas
Rangers. All I could think about while
watching was how long it would take
Walker to hunt down Bin Laden and
what a great president he would make.

Meanwhile, another celebrity is
being recruited to run for president
— Christopher Walken.

According to www.walken2008.com,
Walken would make a great leader for our
country because “We need to think about
improving our failing educational system,
making better use of our resources, and
helping to promote a stable, safe, and
tolerant global society. It's time to be
smart about our politics. It's time to get
America back on track.”

So now, the obvious question, which
would make a better celebrity president?
I've come up with seven criteria for presi-
dent of the United States to determine
who would win. Why seven?

For two reasons — that’s all I could
come up with and so there won't be any
ties. 'm just like the new NHL, only
there won’t be any shootouts.

1. Heartwarming background story
— Christopher Walken was bomn to im-
migrant parents in New York City. He
worked from a young age in his father’s

Ithought I had developed a certain

bakery and was auditioning for stage
roles from the age of 10. He broke into
the film world at age 25 and has been
working since.

Chuck Norris was a poor veteran
of the Korean War when he began
moonlighting as a karate instructor to
help pay his bills. From there he began
to open up aseries of Martial Arts schools
and compete in the world champion-
ships, and then started acting. So whose
story is more heartwarming? Advantage:
Walken, only because his parents are

2. Age — Normally age wouldn’t be
an important issue, except for one thing.
Despite all appearances to the contrary,
Chuck Norris actually is older that Chris
Walken (65 versus 62).

Honestly though, I put Norris firmly
in the Ronald Reagan camp: “I want
you to know that also I will not make
age an issue of this campaign. ] am not
going to exploit, for political purposes,
my opponent’s youth and inexperience.”
Advantage: Walker.

3. Likely running mate — Chuck
Norris’s most likely running mate would
be Clarence Gilyard, the guy who played
Trivette. Trivette was a former Dallas
Cowboy who retired after some injuries
and became a law enforcer.

For Walken, I would assume he would
nominate Jay Mohr. Mohr built an entire
career based on a dead-on impersonation
of Walken and could step in easily should
the unfortunate happen. Advantage:
Walker, because I can’t vote against a
former Cowboy.

4. The economy — Walken has
worked steadily since the age of 10, but
never has branched out into other facets

AllT could think about
is how long it would
take Walker to hunt

down Bin Laden.

of the movie business. While his work
ethic would lead to a decent economy,
he seems to take no risks.

Norris has worn many hats in his life:
small business owner, actor, producer
and writer. His ability to take risks, and
the fact that he was successful makes me
believe that he’d handle the country’s
money a little better. What did you
expect, that they'd have some reactions
on the Smoot-Hawley tariff? Advantage:
Walker.

5. Moral issues — Again, according
to www.Walken2008.com, Walken was
a personal friend of Christopher Reeve
and is a vocal proponent of stem cell
research.

Norris is a staunch supporter of the
Republican Party and is against both
stem cell research and abortion. Advan-
tage: Push, ’m not going to receive hate
mail from a Walker vs. Walken column
— I’m wussing out.

6. Military service — Norris served
in the Air Force during the Korean

War after enlisting straight out of high
school.

Walken never served in the military
but has appeared in several movies
about war, and appears to have fired
what might be a real gun. Either way, he
seemed to be filled with “Rambonian”
machismo when firing it. Advantage:
Walken because authentic military
service doesn’t matter as much as it
used to.

7. National security/terrorism — This
one is obvious, while Walken has played
an overlord-style kingpin, he always has
been the one who loses at the end (for
example, “The Rundown,” starring the
greatest living actor, the Rock). While
I don’t discount the pure creepiness of
his appearance or his superior speaking
ability (despite his mispronunciation of
words), I just don’t believe that he’s bet-
ter at handling terrorism than Walker,
Texas Ranger.

All of his roles, from “Delta Force,”
“Braddock,” “Lone Wolf McQuade,” etc.
have all prepared him to go to Afghani-
stan personally and take out al-Qaida
solitarily. On his way back, he would stop
by Iraq and single handedly take down
the insurgency. Advantage: Walker, by
a landslide.

So that’s it, Walker wins in a decisive
4.2 victory. Chuck Norris will be the next
president of the United States, and [ just
made it through an entire column about
Walken without resorting to one cowbell
joke — everyone is a winner.

N Glidewell is a senior music edu-
cation from Mineral Wells. E-mail
him at Jeremy.R.Glidewell@ttu.
edu.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Monday’s OSU game headline out of line

[raq war death counter worries families

] am writing this e-mail in reference
to the running tally at the top of the
front page about the military death toll
in [raq.

My brother is currently serving in the
Army and is stationed in Taji, Iraq, 21
miles north of Bagdad. Everyday my fam-
ily and [ await news about his well-being
and if he is safe, and by seeing this tollon
adaily basis, it brings down my hopes for
my brother returning home safely.

Why does The Daily Toreador feel the
need to focus on the bad part about being
over in Iraq and not on the good that

is being done over there or on families
here in the states that are proud of their
soldier defending the country for them?
I don’t know if this e-mail will make
any difference, but I just felt the need
to tell you that maybe you should be
focusing on the fact that those soldiers
are over there defending your backsides
because you are too weak and pathetic
to do anything besides complain about
how many soldiers we are losing.
Samantha Cole
A senior exercise and sports sciences
major from Albuquerque, N.M.
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On Monday, I picked up a copy of
The Daily Toreador and was appalled at
what [ saw. For a moment, I thought I was
at Oklahoma State University in Still-
water, Okla. The headline ‘ClIOSUre’
featuring the Oklahoma State University
symbol was completely uncalled for.

I understand that we lost to a team
that was 0-5 in conference play and
defeated our hopes for a BCS bowl, but
what school do we go to? The headline
sure fooled me.

As an athletics fan, I took Saturday’s
loss and placed it in my “games [ want
to forget” file and did not want to see a
large OSU symbol on the front page of
my newspaper.

[ feel as though your headline was in
bad taste and believe that next time, you
should focus on the games ahead as your
front headline, or maybe the news.

Ashley Black

A senior public relations major
from Kingwood
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Modern women choosing to be moms

STAFF EDITORIAL

Dany Nesnasuan {1, Nesrasxa)

(U-WIRE) LINCOLN, Neb.
— Education presents a multitude
of possibilities. For women, a college
degree serves not just as a means with
which to build a career but provides
choices with which one can build
a family.

There is a “mom major” for some
students and as they develop their
mind through scholarship, they’re ac-
quiring skills some sociologists claim
will make them better parents than
those without a college degree.

The nonscientific survey of Yale
University students, according to The
New York Times, yielded a result that
raised a few eyebrows: 60 percent of
the women who responded said they
planned to cut back on their hours
or exit the work force to raise their
children.

In an era promoting the working
woman ideal, the “you can have it
all” mantra, this interest in hearth
and home was surprising to some,
includingus.

Though it could be argued that
the “return to 1950s and ‘60s ide-
als” is a backward step for women,
it seems today’s women are allowed
more choices.

" It’s encouraging to see women
defining their futures in terms of
what’s most important to them. For
some, this means following a career
path; for others this means creating
and sustaining a family.

Either way, the emphasis is on
choice, and it’s important to note
that this has not always been the
case.

It also is refreshing to see, as we
did in our Nov. 7 story “The mom
major,” Rebecca Robak and Chris
Kavan sharing their story of unex-

pected parenthood and their prepara-
tions to balance the responsibilities
of raising their young son.

Their story allows others in this
community to think about their
futures, how they want to spend
the rest of their lives, chasing a
promotion or chasing their giggling
children.

In many ways, this is a question
that illustrates the philosophical dif-
ferences found in our culture today:
What’s more important — money
or people? And it’s encouraging to
us to see students who are investing
thousands of dollars in their devel-
opment answer without hesitation:
“People.”

College education affords us the
ability to make these choices, to
weigh the options and define our
futures. Women are doing that on
our campus every day. This, too, is
encouraging.

Though the climate women
face — the glass ceiling in corpo-
rate America, the devaluation of
stay-at-home-motherhood and the
inequalities in pay — continues to
deny women true equality in our
culture, we are still encouraged by
the choices women have.

We hope women on our campus
continue to define their futures, con-
tinue to choose the direction most
want their lives to take. We hope,
too, that the men who love them
continue to support those choices.

Education presents a multitude of
choices and therein lies the reason
the process of education matters so
much more than the economic prom-
ise found in the academy. What do
you value more: profit or people?

Thanks to the work of women’s
advocates, that’s a question each of
us can answer, without apology, for
ourselves as we build our futures:

Supreme court about more than abortion

BY JEREMY OEHLERT
fowa Stare Dany tfowa Smare UJ)

(U-WIRE) AMES, Iowa — Our
nation’s founders, in their foresight,
knew the best way to ensure the suc-
cess of our republic was to balance the
needs of rapid change with the wisdom
of tenured representatives.

Although the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches of our federal govern-
ment are elected for staggered terms,
the most important job of government,
interpreting the Constitution, was
believed too important to be subject
to the whims of political favor. Thus
our Supreme Court justices are ap-
pointed for life.

One of the most important choices
our elected representatives can make
is their choice of a justice for the Su-
preme Court. Unfortunately, in mod-
em times, the debate over Supreme
Court candidates has been boiled
down to who supports abortion rights
and who does not, as if nothing else
was important.

Left out of the fray are many
other factors that are of equally great
consequence to the maintenance of a
free society.

Take property rights, for instance.
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