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CALE HMENDERSON, protry, 20,
viorks in oa atlk mill She and
her brother, PHIL, 10, support
their insalld ftather

sTi.v MiEyiEns whe s
viorhs in the mill asks Gale to
0 rry him She promises to give
hime nm answver in o few days,

Ihat mnight Gale goew shating
on the riser The tee hreaks and

v oin rescned by BERIAN WENT.
wonn whe tanther, now deand,
built the min Mrine ks Gale to
wiait while he gets hi v bhut

when he returns she is go
VIERY A tenen daughier
of HOBERD)Y THAT IR |

gene

vianager ol the mitl, makes plans
U captivate Hriun
HLBY GRIVEITH bhrenks 0 dote
vith Phil Hendorson o krep one
with D Voo nod Phil and B4
“ reel, Later Phil goes 1o 0
Wy sterions mevting with  wother
" " h ™
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EUp
onservative man, Brian
people would call me
6o, But I've been trained in a hard
of new ven-
tures—well, frankly I must confess
Pm ekeptical about them. Not op-
posed, you understand, but skepti-
cal'  Until someone can show me
@ better way I prefer to go along
as we have been here, meeting
problems as they come along, work-
ing them out. 1 think,” with a sigh
of pride, “that results under my
management have been fairly sat-
isfactory.”

“Oh, yes, Mr. Thatcher. That's

il very
tere F.xtremely y 1

J I'm a
AL least pome

sehiool Some

these

Drian sat at the new
what I've been teiling you. Mother
iys you've done wonderfully.”
. - -
e A H!” Thatcher smiled. *“Prof-
£ ite.” he went on in the clear.
hard tone, “have heen gratifying.
And we have no labor troubles,
Our workers are like a peaceful,
ontented family'
The young man said eagerly,
t s | ' ving
! .
i th Wage Mr
"' o
el " the gencral manazer
moved restl “Of course it
varies, The ire our highly skilled
workers aod those who have heen
with us for vear then there are
those who are beginners. The gos
ernment has set a minimum sgeale

for the textile industry, as you per-
haps know I can

emploves are req

«ay that all our
CIVIng an amount
the minimum.”
cut working hours,
you're keeping up salaries?”

“Why—~why, yes.”

Brian smiled. “Mother told me
that, but 1 was afraid to believe it

well above

“You've yel

I thought she might have gotten
things mixed up. Mother haen't
much head for business. That's

why she is so grateful to yon for

{all you've done. And I'm grateful,
jtoo, Mr. Thatcher.”

| “Only too glad to be of service, |

my boy. Only too glad!”

“l1 should have been here my-
self—"

{

lengthen.  “Your father's death,”
he said pompously, “was umnex-
pected. It was, of course, very sad
that you should be so far away
8 i a
happy

-
0

I'm sure be'd be very

’Wutmoto name, about your father.

Thatcher’s narrow face seemed to You want their respect, don't you?

.t

desk, s arms folded.

touid see you today and know that
vou're going on with the business
lie established I'm sure he'd be

proud of you, Brian.”

“Thank you. 1'd like to think
that.”
. e o
" HHE general manager sat back
and rubbed his hands together,

“And now about getting a place for

yYou to work"” he said. “I've had
‘ * next door put into shape.
* quite pleasant, I think, but {f
there's anyihing at all you'd like
changed, just say so. Shall we
have a look at "

He was on his feet. Brian arose

also. “I wasn't expecting an office,”
he said, hesitantly, “Nat now.
Tell you what I'd thought, Mr

Thatcher. 1'd like to begin in the |
mill, doing whatever you put new
workers to doing. 1'd like to work
in all the different departments and |
find out how the different jobs are |
done.” |

Thatcher's voice cut in sharply, !
“But this is the place to learn the |
business, Brian. I'll ecall in some |
of our experts this afternoon and |
they'll explain the processes to you. |
In a short time. No, I think it
would be a great mistake for you
to go Into the mill. [—1'd 1= very |
much opposed to it.” |

“But why?”

“The workers wouldn't « ler
stand,” Thatcher told him “You
don’t know how they feel about the

Tle'm? T;QII ’ﬂ:‘l’l
ou try to
;:- Lol :... know.” |

1 I've | v in muy
1] my boy 1 oug to know
ething a! t t He put &
and on Brian's » r well
work together he sa von amd
I You're going i “p
to e
. e e
'l‘l“ minutes | o’
'hateher sat at his e
door leading Into the ofe
van closed,. there was r ne el
n the room he gener nager
reached for the telepl he

f -:md

fore he rajsed it his lips
three words

“Prying young pup'” he said

Then he picked up the telephons,
gave some instructions and walted
Presently there was a knock at (be
door

“Come In.,” Thatcher

A heavily-built red facs mat
entered.  “You wanted to sce me

Mr. Thatcher?™

“Yes, Parsons.”

The man craossed the root o
before the general manager's desk

“The young man here,”
Thatcher sald, with a nod toward
the door on the right “We've been
having a talk. 1 want you to re
member, Parsons, what | told yot

If he wants to see re
anything=he's not to
the

last week

ports, tigures,

ce them He'll have only

tatements 1 turn over to him. Un
derstand? It he comes to you wild
questions, put him off, and then let
me know. ['ll tell you what to do.

You won't forget?”

“No, Mr. Thatcher.”

“Don’t under any circumstance
answer questions ahout the payroil
or about the number who ar® work:
ing in the mill. Oh, cud anothe?
thing—1 want to know who he
talks to when he's away from this
office. If he seems to he gefting
friendly with any of the men Id
like to hear about it.” ;

The red-faced man nodded “Yes
Mr. Thatcher,” he said unctiouslys.

“That’'s all.”

Thatcher picked up a letter and
read it through. He did not look
up as the door closed on the red-

faced man.
p L]
The telephone rang several “"’e‘i
during the next half hour abv

Thateher answered. Once he pressed
a bell and his secretary—a 8lim

ame woman with sallow cheeks
—enlered, carrying some papers
which she placed before him, then
withdrew.

At last Thatcher rose, crossed
the room and opened the door 08
the right. “If you'd like to have a
look around the mill,” he said t0
Brian, “we might get started
now-—-"

Brian sat at the new desk. bis
arms folded. “Good,” he said. get
ting to his feet. “I'm anxious t0
see the place!™

They ::epped into the corridof:
and the rumble of machines, mu
fled bebind closed doors, came 10
them. 2

“We'll go down this way firets
Thatcher sald, moving ahead.

Brian followed. They D"“.'
down the hallway and turm‘m
corner. ‘Thatcher, glancing 0"‘
his shoulder, said something
Brian did not hear the vord&“
was looking at a girl who was Sine
ing toward him—a girl in 8 o
apron-dress, a pretty girl witb
eyes beneath wide, dark brows-

talked to

bunc
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