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2007: The year in review

Dillman construction tops stories for 2007

Rough work
for a cold day.

Pictured above, workers 
pour and work the concrete 
for the bus unloading zone 
at  Di l lman Elementar y 
Thursday, Dec. 27, while 
a portion of the expansion 
project is displayed on the 
right.

Photographs by Larry Thornton

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

The year  2006 was 
all about building in the 
Muleshoe Independent 
School District, building… 
buildings, as construction 
under the district’s multi-
phase  b on d  p ro jec t s 
began, and building a new 
administration staff, with two 
of the district’s four principals 
making a change.

In January, the MISD board 
of trustees approved the 
floor scheme for the Dillman 
Elementary expansion prior 
to reaching an agreement 
on the project’s guaranteed 
maximum price from the 
d is t r ic t ’s  const ruc t ion 
management f irm, Lee 
Lewis Construction. The 
GMP for Dillman was set at 
$4,680,000 at the board’s 
June meeting.

“This is going to be a busy 
spring,” Superintendent 
Gene Sheets told the school 
board, “but it’s going to be 
an exciting time.”

The groundbreak ing 
for Dillman was in mid-
May, construction was set 
to begin in the following 
month, and the targeted 
completion date is set for 
May 30, 2008.

T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d 
showed its confidence 
in  i t s  super in tendent 
at its February meeting 
be authorizing Sheets to 
approve certain aspects 
of the Dillman expansion 
project without bringing the 
issue before the board.

“This is pretty much a 
‘no brainer’ here,” board 
president David Tipps said 
prior to the related motion 
received a vote, “We have 
someone here who can 
do it.”

And in June, the school 
district began preparing 
for the second phase of 
its facility expansion… the 
expansion of Muleshoe High 
School. At a board meeting 
dur ing the month that 
followed, MWM Architects — 

which designed the project 
at Dillman Elementary and 
Watson Junior High, both 
part of phase I — to design 
the high school expansion.

“They’ve worked very hard 
for us,” the superintendent 
said, “and I’m sure they 
will continue working hard 
for us.”

On  Sept .  20,  l oca l 
educators,  community 
leaders,  and students 
gathered at Watson Junior 
High for the groundbreaking 

ceremonies.
At the meeting in February, 

the school board found itself 
faced with voting to accept 
the resignation of Muleshoe 
High School Principal David 
Jenkins, who was retiring 
after 13 years.

“What happens if we don’t 
make a motion,” one of the 
board members quipped.

After board members 
Cindy Purdy’s reluctant 
mot ion to  accept  the 
resignation, she recalled 

w h a t  f o r m e r  M I S D 
Superintendent Bill Moore 
said when he made the 
recommendation to hire 
Jenkins.

“I have a good one,” Purdy 
said, quoting Moore. “He 
should have said… I have 
a great one.”

In May, the graduating 
Class of 2007 honored 
the retiring principal, and 
his wife Sherry Jenkins 
who was also retiring as 
an instructor with MISD, 

by asking them to be the 
keynote speakers.

To take on the challenge 
of leading the education 
of Muleshoe’s secondary 
students in the 2007-2008 
school year, the board hired 
Elizabeth Ward, formerly of 
Granbury and Weatherford 
ISDs.

“Muleshoe is a place that 
cares about its kids,” Ward 
said during an interview 
shortly after she was hired. 
“…That’s what we’re here 
for… its the kids.”

At Watson Junior High, 
the resignation of Principal 
David Dominguez, who left 
to pursue his career at a 
larger metropolitan school 
district, was followed by the 
hiring of Alex Salazar, who 
came to Muleshoe from Ft. 
Worth ISD.

In his initial interview 
with the Journal, Salazar 
said teachers primarily 
impact the students in their 
classroom, but as principal 
he has the opportunity to 
make a difference in the 
lives many more students 
through the teachers under 
his supervision.

Salazar said junior high 
was “where the rubber 
meets the road.”

In other MISD-related 
issues, March saw a bit 
of relief for the school 
distr ic t  as the “black-
eye” it had received over 
TAKS “irregularities” was 
cleared up in a letter from 
Texas Education Agency 
Commissioner Dr. Shirley 
Neeley.

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

The year 2007 came in 
with a roar, and went out 
with… well, not a whimper, 
but at least with a lot less 
of a roar than the previous 
year, due in large part to 
good news rather than bad 
coming from the Muleshoe 
Area Hospital District.

At the end of 2006, 
the news that the MAHD 
board was looking at 
selling Park View Nursing 
Care Center ignited a bit 
of heat at the monthly 
board meetings, with 
some people appearing 

in support of the idea and 
others speaking out against 
it.

The board authorized 
its president Ronnie Dent 
to enter into negotiations 
with Laurel Healthcare 
Providers, LLC, of New 
Mexico over the purchase 
of the facility. However, the 
hospital district’s attorney 
informed the board that it 
would have to advertise 
for bids to sell the nursing 
home.

A l though the  board 
followed the at torney’s 
recommendation no bids 
were received. Even Laurel 

Healthcare didn’t submit 
a bid after it was learned 
that differences in Texas 
and New Mexico Medicaid 
licensing would prevent the 
company from designating 
as many as it wanted for 
Medicaid patients.

Still, the district’s dealing 
with Laurel weren’t at an 
end. When the sale of the 
nursing home fell through, 
the hospital district’s board 
contracted with Laurel 
to provide management 
services for Park view. 
As part of this service, 
Laurel brought its current 
administrator, Dr. Sandy 

Sandlin, ThD, to head up 
the nursing home in May.

“ I  look  for ward  to 
having this relationship 
with Laurel,” Dent said. 
However, this relationship 
was relatively short-lived 
when the board voted to 
rescind the contact in July 
upon learning that Laurel 
was being sold to another 
company.

The hospital district 
board kept Sandlin as 
administrator, but voted 
again to put the facility 
back on the auct ion

MAHD ends year with ‘good news’ at Park View

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

Quit a few people hit 
the pages of the Muleshoe 
Journal during 2007, and 
while there were numerous 
memorable achievements 
during the year, there were a 
few individuals who received 
additional attention.

Among the individuals 
featured on the front page of 
the Journal in 2007 were:

•  R a y  a n d  D o n n a 
West of Midland — who 
returned to Muleshoe with 
their checkbook open to 
award the community from 
which Ray graduated a 
considerable amount of 
money.

In February, the Wests 
donated $100,000 to the 
SPC-Muleshoe Nursing 
School.

“Education is the solution 
to the world’s problems,” 
said Ray West, who said he 
was pleased to be able to 
help the community.

In August, the Wests 
hit the front page of the

People who 
‘made the 
news’ in 
2007 listed

Muleshoe and county law enforcement officers joined with 
firefighters to combat the deadly fire on Aug. 15. 

2007 also held tragic moments

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

Panda Ethanol reared 
its head a number of times 
at the monthly meetings 
of  the  Ba i ley  Count y 
Commiss ioners  Cour t 
during 2008.

At  the beginning of 
the year, Bailey County 
Judge Sherr i  Harr ison 
and Muleshoe Economic 
Development Director Janet 
Claborn met with officials 
from the Texas Department 

of Transportation to discuss 
the resurfacing of the county 
road on which the ethanol 
plant would be located, 
due to the large number 
of tractor-trailer rigs that 
would be hauling in the 
corn and products to be 
converted into ethanol at 
what some speculate may 
end up being the largest 
ethanol production plant in 
West Texas.

Panda, EMS tops 2007 
commissioners meetings
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Adult Learning Center closed
Muleshoe’s Adult Learning Center, in the WorkSource 

office, 203 S. Main, will be closed from Dec. 20 through 
Jan.  8.

FBC blood drive
The First Baptist Church of Muleshoe, 220 W. Ave. 

E,  will be hosting a blood drive on Wednesday,   Jan. 
9,  from 3-6:15 p.m. 

Call Donna at 272-5125 to make an appointment to 
donate. You must be 17 years of old, in good health, and 
have a picture ID to donate.

Nursing home volunteer training 
South Plains Association of Governments’ Area Agency 

on Aging will hold an orientation on Friday, Jan. 11, for 
nursing home volunteer advocates. The special session 
will be trom 1:30-4:30 p.m. at 1323 58th St., Lubbock. 

Individuals must be willing to attend several classes of 
comprehensive training in a three month period. Training 
emphasis is on advocacy for long-term care residents; 
advocates will learn the importance for quality of care and 
life through a program called the Ombudsman.

Volunteers must commit to weekly visits and submit 
monthly reports. All volunteers will receive liability 
insurance coverage; also, mileage reimbursement is 
available for anyone traveling from out of town for trainings. 
Volunteers are especially needed at several nursing 
facilities in 12 surrounding counties of the region as well 
as in Lubbock.

Special training sessions will be scheduled in 
communities throughout the next year. Call the Area 
Agency on Aging at 687-0940 or 1-888-418-6564 to pre-
register or to receive more information.

Alzheimer’s disease support group
The Bailey County Alzheimer’s Disease Support Group 

will be meeting on Thursday, Jan. 10, at noon, at Park 
View Nursing Home. Steve Friskup, pastor of Muleshoe 
Cowboy Fellowship, will present the program.  Lunch will 
be served.

For more information contact Debbie Crabtree, Bailey 
County Aging Services, 272-3647, or Mandi Seaton, 
Bailey County extension agent — Family and Consumer 
Sciences, 272-4583.

Farwell Country Club
is seeking new members.

Join before January 
31, 2008 and we’ll 
waive the regular 

$320 Initiation Fee!

We are a 9-hole, 
scenic golf course with 
Pro Shop, cart rental, TV, 

banquet room and 
swimming pool.

GOLF LESSONS 
AVAILABLE.

We pride
ourselves in 
maintaining 

beautiful
grounds!

FOR MORE INFO, 
CALL CHARLIE 

806-481-9210
51 COUNTRY CLUB RD.

FARWELL, TEXAS

Subscribe today! 

“ I t  w a s  p r e t t y 
phenomenal,” the judge 
said, referring to the meeting 
with TxDot officials at which 
the Muleshoe delegation 
had announced its approval 
of the road resurfacing 
project.

Although Panda officially 
announced its intentions to 
build the plant in October 
2006, prior to that TxDOT 
representatives had already 
met with the commissioners 
court to discuss what would 
be needed for the state to 
take over maintenance of 
the road.

In November, Panda 
formerly announced that 
the State of Texas had 
granted an air permit for 
the refinery.

On another front,  in 
January, the commissioners 
had to deal with the selection 
of an interim director for 
Bailey County Emergency 
Medical Services af ter 
the resignation of former 
director Chris Thompson.

Pa r a m e d i c  W i l l i a m 
Winters was given the 
temporary directorship, and 
in April made the selection 
of Jackey Wayne Burris  as 
the EMS director, at a salary 
of $25,000 plus benefits. 
The commissioners’ court 
also addressed the issue 
of wages for other EMS 
personnel.

At one point during 2007, 
the court also discussed 
what  to  do about  the 
continued management of 
the ambulance service, at 
which time the county judge 
expressed a desire for the 
Muleshoe Area Hospital 
District to take over the 
service.

“They’re into emergency 
medical service, not us,” 
Harrison said.

The commissioners also 
had to decide what to do 
about the county attorney’s 

posi t ion af ter  Car issa 
Cleavinger, who had been 
the county attorney resigned 
and closed her office in 
Muleshoe.

The court interviewed 
Scott Say, an assistant 
district attorney in Lamb 
County,and eventual ly 
contrac ted wi th Lamb 
County for Say to serve 
here.

One of the first things Say 
said he needed to address 
was the backlog of almost 
300 cases that had been 
allowed to build up.

“It’s a disservice to your 
residents,” Say said, noting 
that in many cases the 
witnesses would move from 
Muleshoe before an issue 
could be brought before a 
judge for trial.

In April, Say showed his 
proactive side by holding 
a bogus check seminar 
w i t h  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s 
representatives to explain 
what the county attorney’s 
office could do to help them 
with the ongoing problem,

“Ult imately, the only 
hammer I have is to threaten 
to throw them in jail,” the 
county attorney said.

A m o n g  t h e  o t h e r 
issues handled by the 
commissioners court in 2007 
was the problem of tractor-
trailer rigs parking at the 
Bailey County Coliseum’s 
parking lot. 

According to the county 
officials, who passed an 
ordinance prohibiting the 
large trucks from parking 

there, on several occasions, 
the trucks parked there 
broke through the thin layer 
of asphalt paving.

The  commiss ioners 
also listened to a request 
from Muleshoe Fire Chief 
Richard Ronek concerning 
the unnecessary fire runs 
his department was having 
to make, responding to 
fires that turned out to be 
controlled burns.

“We’re wasting a lot of 
taxpayers’ money,” Ronek 
said.

Additional county tax 
dollars were being wasted, 
according to Precinct 1 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  B u t c h 
Vandiver in October,  trying 
to get a handle trash problem 
along county roads.

Commissioners… Continued from page 1

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

Among the top stories 
from the City of Muleshoe 
during 2007 was the rash 
of business burglaries that 
plagued the community, 
but the most heat received 
by the city council was over 
the construction of a softball 
field and not the elimination 
of crime.

At the end of March, a 
rash of business burglaries 
became a plague to local 
law enforcement as the 
sought the individuals who 
forced their was into several 
of the food establishments 
on West American Blvd.

At the April Muleshoe City 
Council meeting, Muleshoe 
Police Chief Brian Frieda 
said the number of burglaries 
had doubled according to 
police department records.

And when the burglaries 
continued through April 
and into May, striking some 
businesses more than once, 
Chief Frieda met with area 
business representatives to 
discuss the problem.

“Burglaries and thefts are 
through the roof…,” said 
Frieda “That’s why we’re 
coming to you.”

The police chief gave an 
overview of law enforcement 
and cit izen interact ion 
programs, and discussed 
how Muleshoe could benefit 
from such participation from 
its residents.

He encouraged those in 
attendance, and through 
them the entire community, 
to be observant and to pass 
along anything seen to law 
enforcement agencies.

By August, however, the  
police depar tment was 
able to get the situation 
under control, and with DNA 
results from the stat crime 
labs, arrests were being 
made.

As for the issue of a new 
softball field at the New 
City Park, in May, Juan 
Chavez approached the 
council with a suggestion 
that control of the city’s 
existing softball fields be 
given to the Muleshoe 
Softball League Association, 
which would charge groups 
and organizations wishing 
to use the field to pay for 
maintenance of the field 
and to raise funds for the 
new facility.

This issue carried over 
until the council’s June 
meeting, when a motion for 
the city to retain control of 
its property carried with a 
4-1 vote after City Manager 
David Brunson noted that 
the city doesn’t charge for 
the use of the fields.

You’ve got control… 
you’ve got the vote… you 
can use it or abuse it,” 
Chavez said sharply before 
the vote was taken, a remark 
that drew a swift response 
from Councilperson Sharon 
Grant who compared the 
request with someone 
seeking to control a park’s 
playground equipment.

Prior to the June defeat 
before the city council, 
C h a v e z  r e p r e s e n t e d 
the softball league in a 
request for funding for 
the construction of a new 
park at the Bailey County 
Commissioners Court — on 

which Chavez sits as the 
Precinct 4 commissioner.

At that meeting, the 
commissioners addressed 
such a request for the 
second time, turning it 
down and ignoring Chavez’ 
suggestion that county 
funding be removed from 
Blackwater Valley Soil, 
Bailey County child Welfare 
and Women’s Protective 
Services, three nonprofit 
entities which are non-profit 
organizations the county 
does support.

All was not lost however, 
as city and WSLA officials 
met and a piece of property in 
the new park was designated 
for the construction of a new 
field when funding became 
available.

Things were looking even 
better toward the end of 
2007, after the city passed 
ordinances calling for the 
issuance of $4 million in 
“certificates of obligation,” 
that would be used for various 
infrastructure projects in 
Muleshoe during 2008 — 
including an extension of 
the city’s water and sewer 
system, the construction 
of a new swimming pool, 
a new police department 
building, and other capital 
improvement purchases.

While the construction of 
a new softball field wasn’t 
inc luded in  the i tems 
designated for funding 
through the certificates of 
obligation, the city manager 
noted that its construction 
has been included in the 
city’s capital improvement 
plan to be paid for out of the 
city’s general fund.

Burglaries among city issues in 2007

If your college student is 
graduating or has made the 
Dean’s or President’s list, 
in order for that information 
to appear in the Muleshoe 
Journal, we must receive 
notice from the respective 
educational institution. 

Your son or daughter 
must sign a release so the 
information can be sent 
to us.

Have them visit their  
bursar’s office to sign a 
form indicating they wish to 
share their good news! 

Once permission to 
share information has been 
granted, the college or 
university should send the 
info via email to: editor@
fivearea.com. 

Requirements
for college

news releases
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Christmas Gives Meaning to Our
First and Our Final Breaths
A few months ago, my wife
and I and two of our sons stood
beneath a giant tree in a
Ugandan rain forest. The guide
explained to us that what we
had thought was the bark of the
tree was actually a parasitic vine
that had for multiplied scores of
years been slowly encapsulating
the actual tree. Then he pointed
to a few “gaps” in the vine
where we could see the tree

itself. The tree and the vine
were inseparable.

In this mortal life, life itself
and death are like that.

A couple of Tuesdays ago,
one week before Christmas
Day, we got word that my sister
had died. She had been in terri-
ble health for years, so it was
hardly unexpected, and it was in
many ways a deep blessing.
Still, when such a time comes
and your universe changes, it is
always a bit jarring to realize it
has actually happened.

So on the Friday before
Christmas, we found ourselves
coveyed up with our extended
family at a warm little church
in Robert Lee, Texas, and then
at the picturesque little ceme-
tery eight miles out of town at
the Edith Community (not
much community left!) a
stone’s throw from the now-
fallen-down cabin where my
mother was born. We stood
near my parents’ graves and did
the work of brothers laying a
sister’s body to rest.

Just a few days earlier—
before he had any idea we’d be
heading to a family  funeral—
my younger brother Jim, also a

pastor, had written about yet
again standing with a family in a
hospital room, and realizing
how deep is the connection
between two holy moments:
“our first and our final breaths.”

“As the vigil unfolds, finally,
the last critical breath of musty
earth-air is exhaled and some-
where unseen, the same now
unfettered soul breathes its first
exhilarating breath of heaven.”

It’s poignantly ironic, Jim
wrote, that “at the other end of
the same hospital, people partic-
ipate in a struggle of a different
kind, a labor whose fruition is a
new life, taking a first critical
breath that officially encumbers
and indentures it into a season of
humanity. . . . One soul is freed
from time; the other soul is
bound by it, for a time.”

Just a breath or two after we
left the cemetery, my family
gathered for Christmas, gath-
ered literally from across conti-
nents, and began to share
smiles and laughter, good time
together, fun and not a little
food, and, not least, an eleven-
month-old smiling granddaugh-
ter still at that wonderfully
guileless age where the boxes
the presents come in are as
much fun for her as the gifts.

Yesterday, my firstborn
called to say that he and his wife
had heard the heartbeat of their
unborn child. (It’s fast! Another
beautiful granddaughter!?)

Jim’s right. “Because a baby
born in a barn grew up, tasted
fully of life, and was later laid in
a tomb; and because he walked
out of that tomb alive again, we
also can walk away from funer-
als and cemeteries without leav-
ing our hope in a casket.”

The new year has begun.
Fine. I’m for any reason to take
a day off and spend it with fam-
ily. But the real hope of new
life has nothing to do with cal-
endars and everything to do
with Bethlehem.
Curtis Shelburne is minister of the
16th & D Church of Christ in Muleshoe.

Focus
On

Faith
Curtis

Shelburne
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WE’VE
GOT THE

KEY!

AFFORDABLE
BAIL BONDS

TAMMY BURTON, AGENT

Muleshoe - 272.6820
Farwell - 481.3280

Toll Free - 866.665.2147

OPEN 6AM

1011 Hall · Littlefield
1633 American · Muleshoe

Continued from page 1
b lock ,  re i te rat ing  the 
financial drain the nursing 
home was having on the 
entire district through a 
presentation by Deborah 
Whitley of Parrish Moody & 
Fikes, the district’s auditors, 
that explained the financial 
situation in greater detail. 

“What we’re doing is 
putting the hospital at risk,” 
she said, referring to the 
views of area residents who 
spoke against the sale.

“If another dime didn’t 
come in the door, the district 
could only stay open for two 
days,” she said.

This time, however, the 
board was confronted with 
the fact that it’s current 
administrator also disagreed 
with the sale, and said 
at least a portion of the 
problems were the result of 
poor billing practices at the 
nursing home.

But while improvements 
in billing were needed, and 
nursing home expenses 
were cut as far as possible, 
it was also pointed out that 
the nursing home needed a 
financial “shot in the arm,” 
which suddenly appeared 
in the last quarter of 2007 
when it was announced 
that a private company was 
interested in establishing a 
dialysis unit at Park View.

“This will be one of the 
best things we’ve done for 
Park View,” Dent said at the 
Dec. 20 MAHD meeting at 
which the board approved 
a contract with Accesscare 
Dialysis, LLC, that will allow 
the company to place the first 
such unit in a nursing home 
in the State of Texas, with 
the hope of filling additional 
beds at the facility.

MAHD…

Continued from page 1
Journa l  aga in  w i th  a 
$100,000 donat ion to 
the Muleshoe Heritage 
Foundation, resulting in Aug. 
14, 2007 being proclaimed 
as “Ray and Donna West 
Day” in Muleshoe and 
Bailey County.

• Bobby Balderas — a 
1972 Lazbuddie graduate, 
who was featured in the 
Feb. 8 issue of the Journal 
as the newspaper’s most 
distant subscriber. At the 
time, Balderas was serving 
at the U.S. Embassy in 
Moscow, Russia, as its 
information management 
officer.

• David Jenkins — who 
announced his retirement 
as principal of Muleshoe 
High School after 13 years 
of service to the Muleshoe 
Independent School District 
and its students.

“ The  k ids  know he 
loves them,” MISD board 
member Cindy Purdy said 
on the evening the school 
board reluctantly accepted 
Jenkins’ resignation. “He’s 
l ike a father f igure to 
them… He is truly a friend 
to everyone.”

• Gilberto “Tito” Reyes, 
formerly of Muleshoe — 
who was convicted for 
the March 1998 murder 
of Yvette Barraz, a former 
girlfriend. In March 2007, a 
June 21 execution date was 
set for Reyes.

The sentence was carried 
out at Huntsville Prison.  In 
his final words, Reyes was 
reported to have said, “I 
love you all amd I’m going 
to miss you all.”

• Kathy Boren Copeland 
— a 1971 graduate of 
Muleshoe High School who 
returned in April to showcase 
her books “Water on a Flat 
Rock,” and “Butterflies Still 

Sing.”
• Reagan Maxfield and 

Lynnsay Crittenden — the 
granddaughters of former 
Bailey County Judge Marilyn 
Cox. 

In April, Lynnsay learned 
that a photograph she’d 
taken of her cousin Reagan 
was to featured on a soft 
drink label by the Jones 
Soda Company.

•  Elizabeth Ward — the 
new principal of Muleshoe 
High School. “I can’t think 
of  a bet ter person to 
recommend to you all,” 
Super in tendent  Gene 
Sheets said at the meeting 
in which the school board 
voted to hire Ward.

“I am thrilled to be here,” 
Ward said. “This is where 
we were meant to be.”

• Andrew Precure — 2007 
Muleshoe High School 
graduate, who received 
the Principal’s Award from 
retiring Principal David 
Jenkins, along with a bottle 
of Andrew’s favorite soft 
drink.

• Irene Mason — who 
was sworn into office as a 
councilperson for the City of 
Muleshoe, a “history making 
event.” With Mason joining 
Counci lperson Sharon 
Grant as a member of the 
municipality’s governing 
body it was the first time 
in the city’s history that 
more than one woman was 
seated on the council at the 
same time.

• Alex Salazar — the new 
principal of Watson Junior 
High School, who expressed 

a great desire to work with 
middle school students 
during an interview that 
appeared in the Muleshoe 
Journal.

“At this point in my life, 
I feel like I can make the 
most impact in junior high,” 
Salazar said. “You have to 
want to be in junior high to 
be effective,” he added.

• Larry Kitchens, formerly 
of Bailey County, whose 
October 2005 conviction 
wqas upheld by the Texas 
Court of Criminal Appeals 
for the Seventh District.  
In October, Kitchens’ final 
appeal was denied.

• Dr. Grant Nitzel, M.D. 
— who along with his 
family, joined the Muleshoe 
community and the staff at 
the Muleshoe Area Medical 
Center.

“We thought a small town 
would be fun for raising 
kids,” Nitzel said.

Prior to the move to 
Muleshoe, Dr. Nitzel served 
on the medical mission field 
in Mongolia, and as part 
of the teaching staff at Via 
Christi St. Francis Hospital 
of Wichita, Kan.

•  Jack Stone — former 
pastor of the First Assembly 
of God in Muleshoe, whose 
recording of “Jesus is 
Enough” climbed to 19th 
on the Christian country 
music charts.

•  Sixialfredo Barrera 
Rodriguez — a four-year-old 
resident of Muleshoe, whose 
young life was brought to a 
tragic end in a structure fire 
on Wednesday, Aug. 15.

• Tyson Turnbou, a 14-
year-old Muleshoe student 
who brought home his fourth 
North Texas Junior PGA 
“Tour of Champions” trophy. 
Along with his many golf 
trophies, young Tyson also 
holds claim to two “holes 
in one.” He is the son of 
Shelly and James Turnbou 
of Muleshoe.

• Terah Kay, the daughter 
of Dr. and Kyle and Bernita 
Sheets, who traveled to 
Iraq and wrote a series of 
columns about the country, 
its people and the U.S. 
service personnel who are 
trying to bring peace to the 
region.

“We’re extremely pleased 
that Terah has given us this 
opportunity to hear about 
the efforts of our service 
men and women first hand,” 
a Journal representative 
said.

•  Natasia Daniel, who 
was crowned as the 2007 
Homecoming Queen.

• Johnny Mar tens — 
a five-year-old child and 
the son of Peter Martens 
of Muleshoe, who was 
allegedly kidnapped by 
his non-custodial parent 
Margaretha Friesen, and 
is believed to have been 
carried over the border into 
Mexico.

“His name is staying on 
the roster until he comes 
home,” a representative 
of the Muleshoe Football 
League said, voicing the 
support of Johnny’s team 
and others involved with 
Muleshoe’s little league 
football for the return of their 
teammate.

A  w e e k  l a t e r,  t h e 
investigation into Johnny’s 
abduction “ took a new 
twist” when his father began 
receiving telephone calls 
threatening him unless he 
stopped trying to recover 
his son.

Muleshoe, Bailey County’s ‘people in the news’

The county elect ion 
slate for 2008 includes 
the positions of Precinct 1 
Commissioner, Precinct 3 
Commissioner, County Tax 
Assessor, Sheriff, County 
Attorney, District Attorney 
and Constable.

As of Monday, Dec. 31, 
the candidates who have 
filed for office in the Bailey 
County elections include:

•  J e a n i n e  B a c k u s , 
Republican, who has filed 
for the position of County 
Attorney.

• Floyd “Butch” Vandiver, 
Republican, incumbent 
Precinct 1 Commissioner, 
who has refiled for his 
position.

• Joey Kindle, Democrat, 
incumbent  Prec inc t  3 
Commissioner, who has 
refiled for his position.

•  R i c h a r d  Wa r r e n , 
Republican, who has filed 
for the position of Precinct 
3 Commissioner.

•  G e r r y  P i e r c e , 
Republican, who has filed 
for the position of County 
Constable.

•  Dan ie l  Pat te rson, 
Democrat, who has filed 
for the position of County 
Sheriff.

•  R i c h a r d  W i l l s , 
Republican, incumbent 
Sheriff, who has refiled for 
his position.

• Melba Clark, Republican,  
incumbent County Tax 
Assessor, who has refiled 
for her position.

Candidates had until 
Jan.  3  to  f i le  for  the 
county positions with their 
respective party’s county 
chair.

County election 
candidates listed

“Listen, my son, to your 
father’s instruction and 
do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching.They 
will be a garland to 
grace your head and 
a chain to adorn your 
neck.…”

Proverbs 1:8-9, NIV
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By Laverne Winn
Happy New Year to all. As 

we begin a new year our new 
year resolution is to have all 
senior citizens coming to the 
center for a more enriched 
and enjoyable life.

Thanks to all who have 

donated to the center by 
purchasing meal tickets or 
just a donation to honor 
some loved one. We are 
thankful for the good people 
of this area.

On Tuesday, Jan. 8, the 
ladies will be playing Bunco. 

Remember to call a friend 
and come join in the fun. 
There will be prizes given 
to the winner.

Our senior dances will 
begin on Tuesday night, Jan. 
8. Call a friend to be your 
guest, bring your favorite 

dish and come join in the 
exercise and fellowship 
Even the younger ones can 
come as guests. Sandy will 
be furnishing the music.

Wednesday, Jan. 9, the 
regular monthly Board 
meeting will be held at the 
center, beginning at 1 p.m. 
The meetings are open to 
the public.

Remember we have Bingo 
every Thursday, beginning 
at 1:30 p.m. We have a lot 
of fun. Refreshments are 
served and fellowship is 
enjoyed by all.

Our crowds are growing. 

We invite and urge you to 
come by the senior center 
any time.

The center is open every 
day, Monday through Friday, 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
Lunch is served from 11:30 
a.m. until 1 p.m.

We do ask for a $3 
donation for the lunch if 
you are 60 and over. A $5 
donation is required if you 
are under 60.

We do have good meals 
and invite you to visit us.

Menu for Jan. 7-11:
Monday, Jan. 7 — Chili, 

beans, salad, cornbread 

and cobbler.
Tuesday, Jan. 8 — Meat 

loaf, au gratin potatoes, 
carrots, peas, salad , wheat 
rolls, fruit and cookies.

Wednesday,  Jan.  9 
— Grilled steak, gravy, 
mashed potatoes, green 
beans, salad, wheat rolls 
and baked apples.

Thursday, Jan. 10 — 
Salmon croquette, black 
eye peas, salad, cornbread 
and cake.

Friday, Jan. 11 — Fish or 
chicken strips, gravy, beans, 
coleslaw, cornbread and 
fruit salad.

WAYNE COPLEY
TRUCKING

CALICHE, SAND & ROCK PRODUCTS
P.O. Box 63 (806) 272-3697
Muleshoe, Texas 79347 Mobile: (806) 946-8072

BAILEY COUNTY DEVOTIONAL PAGE

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

521 South First Street
272-3017

S.S. 9:45 am,
W.S. 10:30 am & 6:00 pm, 

Wed. 7:00 pm
EL BUEN PASTOR

415 E. Ave. F - 272-5455
Pastor Domingo Luna - 

272-4542
S.S. 9:45 am, W.S. 11 am & 6 

pm; Wed. 7 pm

BAPTIST
CALVARY BAPTIST

1733 W. Ave. C.
Rev. Jeff Coffman

CIRCLE BACK BAPTIST
Intersection FM 3397 & FM 

298
FIRST BAPTIST
220 West Ave. E
Dr. Stacy Conner
FIRST BAPTIST

Lazbuddie • 965-2126
PRIMERA IGLESIA 

BAUTISTA
223 E. Ave. E

Interim Rev. Troy Smith
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST

621 South First
Elder Bernard Gowens, Min.

PROGRESS BAPTIST 
Progress, TX

PROGRESS SECOND
BAPTIST

Arthur Hays, Min. - 1st & 3rd 
Sundays

RICHLAND HILLS BAPTIST
Bro. Larry Thornton
17th & West Ave. D

S.S. 10 am; W.S. 11 am & 
6 pm; Weds. 7 pm
TRINITY BAPTIST

314 E. Ave. B - Bennie 
Wright, Min.

CATHOLIC
IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

CATHOLIC CHURCH
805 E. Hickory

Leonardo Pahamtang, Min.

EPISCOPAL - 
CHARISMATIC

ST. CLEMENTS CHURCH
COMMUNION OF CHRIST

THE REDEEMER
Hwy. 214 South • 272-5954

Father Sergio Leal
Sun. W.S. 10:30 am

CHRISTIAN
TRINITY CHRISTIAN 

CENTER
1723 W. American Blvd. 

272-3877
Reydon Stanford, Pastor

Sun. W.S. 10:30 am
CENTRO CRISTIANO

117 E. Birch St.
Hermanos Barron

S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m.; Wed. 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
LARIAT CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
Wesley Roach, Min.

S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 
6 p.m.; Wed. 7:30 p.m.

LAZBUDDIE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST

Nathan Crawford, Min.
S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:20 am

& 5 pm; Wed. 7 pm
MULESHOE CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
22nd & W. American Blvd.

S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:20 am 
& 6 pm; Wed. 7:30 pm

16th & AVE. D
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Curtis Shelburne, Min.

272-4619
S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:30 am; 

Growth Gr. 1:30 pm;
Wed. 7:00 pm

LUTHERAN
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Lariat, TX • David Symm, Min.
S.S. 10:30 am; W.S. 9:30 am

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

507 W. 2nd St.
Spanish Service 8:30;
S.S. 9:45; W.S. 11:00
Praise & Prayer 6 PM
Pastor Monty Leavell,

272-5517
LAZBUDDIE METHODIST 

S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:30 am
Pastor Ken Peterson

965-2121
EL DIVINO SALVADOR 

U.M.C.
619 E. 5th Street & Ave. G,

Javier Careaga, Pastor
272-6888

PENTECOSTAL
UNITED PENTECOSTAL

LIGHTHOUSE
207 East Ave. G
1-800-454-6051

S.S. 10 am; Thursday,
Bible Study 7 pm

INTER DENOMINATIONAL
NEW COVENANT

Plainview Hwy.
Steve Claybrook, Pastor
W.S. 10 am; Wed. 7 pm
MULESHOE COWBOY

FELLOWSHIP
710 E. American Blvd.
Steve Friskup, Minister

272-5199
Service: 7:30 p.m. Thursday

This devotional & directory is made possible by these
businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

MCCORMICK SEEDS, INC.
400 East Ash • 272-3156

Muleshoe, Texas

A COMPLETE LINE OF FIELD SEEDS
Tim McCormick

IRRIGATION
PUMPS & POWER

CENTER PIVOTS
W. Hwy. 84
272-5597

Deaf Smith
County Grain, Inc.

Cliff A. Skiles, Jr.
Jeb S. Skiles

MEMBER
FDIC

202 South First 272-4515

MULESHOE
TIRE

107 Main St., Muleshoe • 272-4594
After Hours Service: 946-7668

BOEHNING
DAIRY

690 CR 45, Earth
“MILK - A PART OF EVERYTHING

THAT IS GOOD!”

HENRY
INSURANCE
AGENCY

111 W. Avenue B 888-658-4581
P.O. Box 563 (806) 272-4581
Muleshoe, TX 793477 Fax (806) 272-5892

Rama Smalling
Agent

MULESHOE ANIMAL CLINIC
GENERAL PRACTICE

1430 US Hwy. 84, Muleshoe          Office: 272-3061

“THE FIVE AREA TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC.”

West Plains Telecommunications, Inc.
Five Area Systems, Inc. • Plateau Wireless

Five Area Long Distance • Five Area Internet
302 Uvalde     Muleshoe, USA     (806) 272-5533

PACO FEED YARD, INC.
Commercial Cattle Feeders

P.O. Box 956, Friona
265-3281

Feller Hughs-Mgr.

TEXAS FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE CO.

1612 W. American Blvd., Muleshoe • 272-4567

McDONALD’S
OF MULESHOE
1315 W. American Blvd. • 272-3333

Open at 5 AM every day!

CENTRAL COMPRESS
& WAREHOUSE

SUDAN, TEXAS

110 E. Ave. C
Muleshoe
272-5549

www.InterimHealthcare.com
Annette Orozco • LeAnn Altman • Kristen Meeks, RN-BSN • Myranda Wilhite, RN-BSN • Kay Gray

Olivia Barrera • Arlene Brozek • Brandi Hamilton • Deena Hamilton • Twilla Rutter

MAPLE COOP GIN
927-5501

Maple, Texas

minsa
C O R P O R AT I O N

US Hwy. 84 East
Muleshoe • 272-5545

Lazbuddie
Feeders, Ltd.

We make your diary bull calves worth more!
Lazbuddie, Texas

965-2435

MULESHOE PEA & BEAN, INC.
1680 CR 1044, Muleshoe • 272-5589

Ed, Nicky & Chad Nickels

BAILEY COUNTY
ELECTRIC

COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

Muleshoe — 272-4504      Morton — 266-8600

(806) 272-4266 2601 W. American Blvd.
Mobile (806) 946-8763 P.O. Box 631
mviinc@fivearea.com Muleshoe, Texas

Serve Wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not men.

Ephesians 6:7

1412 W. American Blvd.
Muleshoe • 272-4213

Open: Sun.-Mon. 11AM-11PM
Lunch Buffet: Sun.-Fri. 11:30 AM-1:30PM

Monday Night Buffet: 6-8PM
COMING SOON

PIZZA HUT WING STREET!
“Gather round the Good Stuff”

TORTILLA
FACTORY

105 E. Ash St., Muleshoe • 272-5772
Phillipians 4; “I can do all things through

Christ who strengthens me.” 

401 W. American Blvd. • Muleshoe • 272-4585

2800 West
American Blvd.

Muleshoe
272-4296

WESTERN
DRUG

& Something Special Gifts
1411 W. American Blvd.   272-3106   Muleshoe

Farmers Coop Ass’n of Sudan
P.O. Box 120 • Sudan, Texas

227-2461
Mobile: (806) 638-7692 FAX (806) 227-2102
Dennis Flowers, Gen. Manager Email: dflowers@fivearea.com

J&S Dairy
1260 CR 1038, Muleshoe

272-7706

BAILEY COUNTY DEVOTIONAL PAGE

LAW OFFICE OF
TINA DAVIS

Criminal - Probate - Real Estate - Family Law
101 S. Main, Muleshoe • 272-7776

Mary
by Max Lucado 

(The following is excerpt 2 of 4 from An Angel’s Story. Read the first story, Gabriel, at 
MaxLucado.com. In this classic Christmas story, Max Lucado pulls back the curtain and 
imagines the cosmic drama that accompanied that very first Christmas…from the perspective 
of an angel.)

The Father whispered to me. I heard Him as if at my side. “Go, Gabriel: go and tell 
Mary.”

On a wave of worship I flew, this time alone. I circled through the clouds and over 
the ground. Below me was the city where Mary was born. The Father was right; I knew 
her in an instant. Her heart had no shadow. Her soul was as pure as any I’ve seen.

I made the final descent. “Mary.” I kept my voice low so as not to startle her.
She turned but saw nothing. Then I realized I was invisible to her. I waved my wings 

before my body and incarnated. She covered her face at the Light and shrank into the 
protection of the doorway.

“Don’t be afraid,” I urged.
The minute I spoke, she looked up toward the sky. Again I was amazed.
I praised my Father for His wisdom. Her heart is so flawless, so willing. “Greetings. 

God be with you.”
Her eyes widened, and she turned as if to run. “Mary, you have nothing to fear. You 

have found favor with God. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son and call 
His name Jesus. He will be great. He will be called the Son of the Highest. The Lord 
God will give Him the throne of His father David; He will rule Jacob’s house forever—no 
end, ever, to His kingdom.”

Though she was listening, she was puzzled.
“But how? I’ve never slept with a man.”
Before I spoke I looked up into the heavens. The Father was standing, giving me 

His blessing.
I continued, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, the power of the Highest hover over 

you; therefore, the child you bring to birth will be called Holy, Son of God. Nothing, you 
see, is impossible with God.”

Mary looked at me, then up into the sky. For a long time she gazed into the blueness, 
so long that I, too, looked up. Did she see the angels? Did the heavens open? I do not 
know. But I do know when I looked back at her, she was smiling.

“Yes, I see it all now: I’m the Lord’s maid, ready to serve. Let it be with me just as 
you say.”

As she spoke, a Light appeared in her womb.
From An Angel's Story (originally published as Cosmic Christmas) 
Copyright (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2002, 2004) Max Lucado

Grain elevator workshop scheduled for Jan. 22
The 20th annual Texas 

High Plains Grain Elevator 
Workshop is moving to the 
Ashmore Inn and Suites, 
located at 2301 E. I-40 in 
Amarillo, from its longtime 
location at the Amarillo Civic 
Center.

The workshop will be from 

8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and has 
been submitted to the Texas 
Department of Agriculture 
for continuing education 
credits.

P r e - r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s 
requested by Jan. 15. The 
fee is $35 and checks should 
be made to: Tri-State Chapter 

of GEAPS.  Mail registration 
forms and fees to the attention 
of Ronda Fisher at: Texas 
Cooperative Extension, 6500 
W. Amarillo Blvd., Amarillo, 
Texas 79106.

For more information, 
contact Cronholm at 806-
291-5274.



www.muleshoejournal.com - Muleshoe Journal, January 3, 2008, Page 5

Funeral services for 
Doyle Shearer, 81 of 
Portales were held on 
Friday, Dec. 28, at the 
Third and Kilgore Church 
of Christ with Galen Isaacs 
officiating.

Burial followed in the 
Portales Cemetery, under 
the direction of Wheeler 
Mor tuar y,  w i th  Joe l 
Shearer, Jamey Shearer, 
Jonathan Shearer, Kevin 
Shearer, Jared Shearer 
and Steven Butler serving 
as pallbearers.

Those wishing to make 
memorial contributions 
may send them to the 
New Mexico Christian 
Children’s Home, 1356 
NM 236, Portales, N.M. 
88130.

Shearer was born on 
Feb. 28, 1926, in Dalhart, 
to Ella Dora and James R. 
Shearer, and died on Dec. 
25, 2007, in Lubbock.

He grew up in the area 
of Needmore, and served 
in the Philippines during 
World War II.

On March 14, 1946, in 
Plains, he was married to 
Ioma Mae Turner.   She 
preceded him in death on 
Nov. 15, 1991.

Doyle Shearer

On June 24, 1995, in 
Portales, he was married to 
Judy Scheller.

During his lifetime he was 
a farmer, a dairyman, and 
for many years owned the 
school buses for Portales.

He touched the lives of 
many children who rode his 
buses.  Doyle belonged to 
the School Bus Contractors 
Association, and had served 
on the board. 

He was a wonder ful 
husband, daddy, Pappa, 
brother and friend.  He 
especially enjoyed fishing 
at Red River, and watching 
the Atlanta Braves baseball 
team.

Shearer is survived by 
his wife — Judy Shearer 
of the home; a daughter 
— Billie Shearer of Hobbs, 

Doyle Shearer

N.M.; five sons and their 
wives — Jimmie and Janet 
Lynn Shearer, Dickie and 
Pat Shearer, Jerry and 
Barbara Shearer and Larry 
and Janet Kay Shearer, all 
of Portales, and Dennis 
and Ketha Shearer of 
Hobbs; three sisters — 
Ethel Hitt of Lubbock, 
Norma Ruth Holloman of 
Belen, N.M., and Linda 
Gregory of Garland.

He a lso had e ight 
wonderful grandchildren 
— Angela, Joel, Jamey, 
Jonathan, Kevin, Jared 
and Kimberly Shearer 
and Krista Butler; and 
was blessed to have nine 
great-grandchildren — 
Jayden, Wyatt, Emma, 
Riley, Ellie, Caleb and 
J a s m i n e  S h e a r e r , 
Christopher Butler and 
Kwayde Stevens.  

Besides his first wife, 
Ioma Mae,   Shearer 
was preceded in death 
by his parents; a brother 
— Ken Shearer; a sister 
— Juanita Rowland; a 
daughter —  Betty Sue 
Shearer, who died May 9, 
1959; and a grandson — 
Dustin Shearer who died 
on Aug. 30, 2003.

Rocky Horton, 44, of 
Texico, N.M., died on 
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2007, in 
Farwell. He was born on 
April 25, 1963, in Clovis, 
N.M., to Corky and Peggy 
Tinker Horton.  

Horton was raised in 
Clovis and graduated 
from Clovis High School in 
1982. He attended Clovis 
Community College where 
he received his Associates 
degree.

He married Suzahn 
Inman on June 6, 1992, 
in Clovis, N.M.

Hor ton owned and 
operated a car wash, 
Sparklin’ Wash & Mighty 
Vac Pumping Service.

He was a member of 
the Muleshoe Cowboy 
Fellowship.

Horton loved to hunt, 
fish and ride four wheelers 
with his kids.

He is survived by his 
wife — Suzahn Horton 
of the home in Texico; 
a daughter — Rockell 
Horton of the home; a 
son — Ruger Horton of the 
home; a brother — Jackie 
Hor ton of Clovis; his 
mother — Peggy Horton 
of Clovis.

He is also survived by 
two nieces — Sydnee 
Horton and Holly Inman; a 
nephew — Tanner Horton; 
his father- in- law and 
mother-in-law — Marlon 
and Karolene Inman; an 
uncle — Jim Towns; and 
his brother-in-law and 

Rocky Horton

sister-in-law Brent and 
Lisa Inman.

He was preceded in 
death by his father.

A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 27, at 
Central Baptist Church in 
Clovis with Steve Friskup 
and Dusty Leatherwood 
officiating. Interment will 
be held at Lawn Haven 
Memorial Gardens under 
the direction of Steed-
Todd Funeral Home.

Casket bearers will 
be Marlon Inman, Brent 
Inman, Jackie Horton, 
Layne Norr is ,  Cra ig 
Johnson, Mark Boatman, 
Leroy Lucero and Buddy 
Mullinax.

H o n o r a r y  c a s k e t 
bearers will be Harold 
Johnson, Kay Harmon, 
J im Hobbs and the 
Monday and Tuesday 
Mornings Men Bible Study 
groups.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
Baptist Children’s Home, 
P.O. Box 629, Portales, 
N.M. 88130.

Rocky Horton

Funeral services for 
Simone Orlando Chavez, 
Sr., 63, of Earth, formerly 
of Muleshoe, were held 
on Saturday, Dec. 29, at 
St. Magdalen Catholic 
Church in Earth with Father 
Patrick Maher officiating. 
Burial followed in Earth 
Cemetery.

Chavez was born on July 
15, 1944, in Greelee, Colo., 
to Leo and Annita Chavez.

H e  m a r r i e d  N i c k y 
Palacio on Jan. 21, 1974, in 
Plainview.

Chavez was the owner 
and operator of Chavez 
S p r i n k l e r  Se r v i c e  i n 
Muleshoe, and during the 
Vietnam War served in the 
U.S. Army.

Survivors include his wife 
— Nicky Chavez of Earth; 
eight sons — Eusebio 
Ramos of Amarillo, Rogellio 
Ramos of Sikeston, Mo., 
Chris Chavez of Plainview, 
Simone Chavez, Jr., Sammy 
Chavez, Sonny Chavez 
and Rolondo Sauceda, all 
of Muleshoe, and Richard 
Chavez of Denver, Colo.; 

Simone Chavez, Sr.

Simone Orlando Chavez, Sr.,
three daughters — Janie 
Garcia of Ear th, Hilda 
Contreras of Lubbock, 
and Nora Gonzales of 
Lubbock; 23 grandchildren; 
f i ve  b ro the r s  — Leo 
Chavez, Juan Chavez, 
Bennie Chavez and Robert 
Chavez, all of Muleshoe, 
and Rosendo Chavez of 
Texico, N.M.; five sisters 
— Beatrice Campos, Josie 
Ovalle, Roseanne Gloria 
and Racheal Lopez, all of 
Muleshoe, and Barbara 
Fuentes of Texico, N.M.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, a brother 
and a granddaughter.

Obituaries printed in 
the Muleshoe Journal 
are printed free of charge 
and contain the following 
types of information: 

Date and details of 
funeral and place of 
burial; date and place of 
birth and parents names; 
date of marriage;

Limited biographical 
information, including 
t he h ighest  level  of 
sc hool i ng ac h ieved, 
service in the Armed 
Forces, profession (and 
retirement information 
if applicable); names 
of relatives who have 
preceded the person in 
death;

Names of survivors 
(i nc lud i ng  husba nd 
a nd  w i f e ,  p a r e nt s , 
i n - l a w s ,  b r o t h e r s , 
sisters, grandparents 
(only the number of 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren) 
will be included; and 
where memorials may be 
directed.

We will be pleased to 
run a one column black 
and white photo at no 
charge.  A larger photo or 
a color photo will cause 
the obit to be paid. 

Please keep in mind 
that everything must 
be submitted by your 
funeral home. 

Publication
of Obituaries
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Christmas Gives Meaning to Our
First and Our Final Breaths
A few months ago, my wife
and I and two of our sons stood
beneath a giant tree in a
Ugandan rain forest. The guide
explained to us that what we
had thought was the bark of the
tree was actually a parasitic vine
that had for multiplied scores of
years been slowly encapsulating
the actual tree. Then he pointed
to a few “gaps” in the vine
where we could see the tree

itself. The tree and the vine
were inseparable.

In this mortal life, life itself
and death are like that.

A couple of Tuesdays ago,
one week before Christmas
Day, we got word that my sister
had died. She had been in terri-
ble health for years, so it was
hardly unexpected, and it was in
many ways a deep blessing.
Still, when such a time comes
and your universe changes, it is
always a bit jarring to realize it
has actually happened.

So on the Friday before
Christmas, we found ourselves
coveyed up with our extended
family at a warm little church
in Robert Lee, Texas, and then
at the picturesque little ceme-
tery eight miles out of town at
the Edith Community (not
much community left!) a
stone’s throw from the now-
fallen-down cabin where my
mother was born. We stood
near my parents’ graves and did
the work of brothers laying a
sister’s body to rest.

Just a few days earlier—
before he had any idea we’d be
heading to a family  funeral—
my younger brother Jim, also a

pastor, had written about yet
again standing with a family in a
hospital room, and realizing
how deep is the connection
between two holy moments:
“our first and our final breaths.”

“As the vigil unfolds, finally,
the last critical breath of musty
earth-air is exhaled and some-
where unseen, the same now
unfettered soul breathes its first
exhilarating breath of heaven.”

It’s poignantly ironic, Jim
wrote, that “at the other end of
the same hospital, people partic-
ipate in a struggle of a different
kind, a labor whose fruition is a
new life, taking a first critical
breath that officially encumbers
and indentures it into a season of
humanity. . . . One soul is freed
from time; the other soul is
bound by it, for a time.”

Just a breath or two after we
left the cemetery, my family
gathered for Christmas, gath-
ered literally from across conti-
nents, and began to share
smiles and laughter, good time
together, fun and not a little
food, and, not least, an eleven-
month-old smiling granddaugh-
ter still at that wonderfully
guileless age where the boxes
the presents come in are as
much fun for her as the gifts.

Yesterday, my firstborn
called to say that he and his wife
had heard the heartbeat of their
unborn child. (It’s fast! Another
beautiful granddaughter!?)

Jim’s right. “Because a baby
born in a barn grew up, tasted
fully of life, and was later laid in
a tomb; and because he walked
out of that tomb alive again, we
also can walk away from funer-
als and cemeteries without leav-
ing our hope in a casket.”

The new year has begun.
Fine. I’m for any reason to take
a day off and spend it with fam-
ily. But the real hope of new
life has nothing to do with cal-
endars and everything to do
with Bethlehem.
Curtis Shelburne is minister of the
16th & D Church of Christ in Muleshoe.

Focus
On

Faith
Curtis

Shelburne

January 3, 2008

Lordy,
Lordy

Look Who’s

Forty!
Happy Birthday!

Love,
Your Family 

& Friends

What a great incentive for Blue Cross members
to get or stay in shape!**

Look for the Fitness Program icon on your BCBS 
insurance card         and you can work out for free at 
Xtreme Fitness! You must be 18 years old and work 

out from 8-12 times a month depending on your 
plan. Talk with the Xtreme staff for details.

*Must pay one time basic gym enrollment fee of $24.95.
**Must be active member of fully insured BCBS group plan or individual purchaser. Two qualifying 

adults per household are eligible participate. 

308 S. Main, Muleshoe • 272-4363

Work Out For Free
Blue Cross Blue Shield Policy Holders

with the

BluePrint for Health® 
Fitness Program Discount
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Funeral services for 
Jose “Barney” Alfaro, 52, 
of Harlingen, formerly of 
Muleshoe, were held on 
Saturday Dec. 29, at the 
Rudy Garza Chapel of 
Peace in Harlingen.

Burial followed at Ashland 
Memorial Park Cemetery.

Alfaro died on Dec. 26, 
2007. He was born on June 
11, 1956. in Crystal City.

He served in the U.S. 
Army.

Alfaro was preceded in 
death by his parents — 
Timoteo and Hortencia 
Alfaro of Amarillo; and a 
brother — Jose Timoteo 
Alfaro, Jr. of Alamoso, 
Colo.

Survivors include his 
wife — Lucinda Alfaro of 
Harlingen, two daughters 
— Rosa lee  A l fa ro  o f 

Jose Alfaro

Joe “Barney” Alfaro

Amarillo and Kristie Alfaro 
of Harlingen; a son — 
Michael Alfaro of Amarillo; 
five grandchildren; two 
brothers — Johnny Alfaro 
of Amarillo and Robert 
Alfaro of Lajara, Colo.;  four 
sisters — Virginia Fabela of 
San Antonio, Rosa Alfaro 
of Catalina, Janie Fabela 
of Muleshoe and Martha 
Alfaro of Amarillo.

Volunteer training offered 
South Plains Association of Governments’ Area Agency 

on Aging will hold an orientation on Friday, Jan. 11, for 
nursing home volunteer advocates. The special session 
will be from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at 1323 58th St., Lubbock. 

Individuals must be willing to attend several classes of 
comprehensive training in a three month period. Training 
emphasis is on advocacy for long-term care residents; 
advocates will learn the importance for quality of care and 
life through a program called the Ombudsman.

Volunteers must commit to weekly visits and submit 
monthly reports. All volunteers will receive liability insurance 
coverage; also, mileage reimbursement is available for 
anyone traveling from out of town for trainings.

Special training sessions will be scheduled in communities 
throughout the next year. Call the Area Agency on Aging at 
687-0940 or 1-888-418-6564 to pre-register or to receive 
more information.
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By Delton Wilhite
Sportswriter

Snow may have been in 
the weather forecast but 
it was raining 3-pointers 
when the Mules hosted 
the Dimmitt Bobcats in 
the Muleshoe Athletic and 
Convocation Center.

The Mules  h i t  n ine 
3-pointers and Dimmitt 
knocked down five in the 
contest.

The Mules defeated 
Dimmitt 60-51 for their 
second distr ic t  win of 
the week.  The Mules 
had opened their district 
season in Tulia the previous 
Tuesday and defeated the 
Hornets 55-46.

Tulia ran out to a 7-0 lead 
in the first two minutes. The 
Mules used 3-pointers from 
Patrick Precure and Garrett 
Riley to end the first period 
with a 15-12 advantage. 

Brian Poynor drove in the 
lane and tossed back out to 
Precure for his trey. Riley 
dropped his in from the top 
of the key.

Tu l i a  made  up  t he 

Photograph by Stacy Conner

The Mules battle Tulia in a recent game.
difference in the second 
period and tied the game at 
23-23 by the intermission. 
Except for the opening run 
by the Hornets the two teams 
exchanged scoring punches 
like a pair of boxers.

The Mules fell behind in 

the third period but Wes 
Wood made a last second 
shot to cut the Tulia lead to 
34-33 going into the final 
period. Only two Hornets 
scored in the final frame 
while five Mules found the 
basket.

The Mules out scored 
the Hornets 22-12 to take 
the game. The Mules made 
six of eight from the charity 
line in the final period to 
nail the coffin shut on the 
Hornets. Poynor was four-
for-four from the line in the 

last quarter.
Nine Mules scored against 

the Hornets with Poynor 
leading the way with 12 
points. Colby Carpenter was 
close behind with 11, Riley 
added nine and Precure 
dropped in seven.

W. Wood made six points, 
Lane Wood and Victor 
Vasquez had four each and 
Colt Ellis and Dillon Gallman 
chipped in one apiece.

Ga l lman  made  t wo 
3-pointers in the opening 
period against Dimmitt after 
Poynor opened the game 
with a shot from the elbow. 
Dimmitt made three treys 
to take a 19-14 lead into the 
second period.

The Mules cranked up 
their defense and held the 
Bobcats to only four points 
in the second period.

Poynor opened the period 
with a bucket before Precure 
found the range from behind 
the arc for two treys.

Ri ley sandwiched a 
3-pointer between a pair of 
baskets as the Mule ran out 
to a 29-23 lead at the half.

Precure added two more 
3-pointers in the third period 
along with a free throw. 
Riley knocked down his 

second trey of the game and 
Austin Wright drove the lane 
for a bucket.

L. Wood found the range 
from behind the arc from 
the top of the key. The 
Mules had opened at 47-37 
advantage going into the 
final period.

Kaden Griffit scored all 
14 points for Dimmitt in the 
final quarter. The Bobcats 
flailed away at the Mules 
in the final period and the 
Mules converted nine of 16 
free throws.

Prec ure  made  fou r 
3-pointers and three of four 
from the line for 15 points. 
Riley had a pair of treys and 
dropped in five of six from 
the charity line for 15 points 
also. Gallman and Poynor 
dropped in eight each and L. 
Wood and Vasquez added 
four apiece. Carpenter, W. 
Wood and Wright chipped 
in two each.

The Mules will play off 
the holiday turkey in the 
Littlefield Wildcat Classic 
December 27-29.  The 
Mules will open the New 
Year in Lockney Jan. 4 
before resuming District 
2-2A action in Bushland on 
Jan. 8.

Mules defeat Tulia, Dimmitt in district play

By Delton Wilhite
Sporswriter

Kelsey Tipps made both 
ends of a one-and-one foul 
in the final three minutes to 
cut the Tulia Lady Hornets 
lead to 46-53. The Lady 
Mules scored 35 in the final 
two periods but it was not 
enough to catch the Lady 
Hornets. The Lady Mules 
fell to Tulia 62-53.

The Lady Mules bounced 
back against the Dimmitt 
Bobbies to even their 
district record at 2-2. The 
Lady Mules used a strong 
second quarter to make 
up a five point deficit to tie 
the game at 26-26 by the 
intermission. They took over 
in the second half to defeat 
Dimmitt 54-47.

The second half belonged 
to the Lady Mules as they 
poured in 28 points to down 
the Bobbies 54-47.

The Tulia Hornet Gym 
proved to be a tough place 
for the Lady Mules to play 
and it took an entire half 
for them to adjust to the 
environment. Eight points 
was all the Lady Mules 
could post in the first period. 
Tulia raced out to a 17-8 lead 
after one quarter.

Tulia hit two 3-pointers 
and knocked down five of 
seven free throws is the 
second period to pour in 19 

in the second period. Chi 
Hernandez kept the Lady 
Mules in the game with 
seven points as the Lady 
Mules trailed 36-20 at the 
intermission.

The Lady Mules scored 
17 in the third period but 
only cut two off the Tulia 
lead. The Lady Hornets 
sank seven of 11 from the 
charity line to hold off the 
Lady Mule final period 
charge.

Sarah Johnson and 
Ashley Grumbles each 
made in a pair of buckets 
in the final frame and Tipps 
made three of four from the 
charity line. Morgan Smith 
added a bucket and a free 
throw for three points and 
Hernandez made her final 
bucket. The Lady Mules 
out scored Tulia 16-11 in 
the final period but it was 
not enough.

Hernandez led the Lady 
Mules in scor ing wi th 
15 points and Grumbles 
dropped in  13.  Smi th 
made the Lady Mules only 
3-pointer in the second 
period for 10 points and 
Johnson scored eight of her 
10 points in the second half. 
Tipps chipped in three from 
the charity line.

Grumbles opened the 
game against Dimmitt from 
behind the arc. The Bobbies 

Lady Mules’ district record stands at 2-2

pounded the ball inside to 
their big post player to take 
a 17-12 lead into the second 
period.

The Lady Mules did a 
better job of doubling down 
on the post players in the 
second period and held 
Dimmitt to nine points in the 
second period. Tipps hit a 

Photograph by Stacy Conner
short jumper to tie the game 
with four minutes left in the 
second period.

The Lady Mules could not 
put any distance between 
them and the Bobbies. 
Hernandez retied the game 
at 24-24 with 1:11 left in the 
half. Johnson hit the final 

Continued on page 7
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bucket of the half to knot the game at 26-26.
The Lady Mules squeezed down the defense even more 

in the third period and held Dimmitt to eight points in the 
third period. Hernandez made moves in the lane to get 
her left handed shots up for a pair of baskets.

Smith drove the lane and added a charity toss as the 
Lady Mules began to take over the game. Grumbles added 
a pair from the line and Ashley Cisneros cleaned up an 
offensive rebound and stuck it back in to give the Lady 
Mules a 37-34 lead.

Johnson scored on a fast break to start the final quarter. 
She made both ends of a one and one before the period 
ended. Hernandez dominated the lane with a pair of 
baskets and two charity tosses.

Smith found a seam in the Dimmitt defense and drove 
for a lay up. She also added three points from the charity 
line. Tipps capped the Lady Mule run with a bucket as the 
Lady Mules out scored Dimmitt 17-13.

Hernandez set the Lady Mules scoring pace with 17 
points. Smith dropped in 15 and Johnson added 10. 
Grumbles added six points, Tipps four and Cisneros 
chipped in two.

The Lady Mules played in the Littlefield Wildcat Classic 
before the year ended to play off the Christmas goodies. 
The Lady Mules will travel to Brownfield to face the Lady 
Cubs Jan. 4 before resuming District 2-2A action in 
Bushland Jan. 8.       

Lady Mules… Continued from page 6

Photograph by Stacy Conner

By Delton Wilhite
Sportswriter

The JV Mules dominated 
the Tulia Hornets in their 
road district opener. The led 
16-9 at the intermission and 
came out in the second half 
and held the Hornets to a 
single point. The Mules won 
the contest 43-8.

The Mules home district 
opener was a tougher 
battle against the Dimmitt 
Bobcats. 

Tyson Turnbow’s first five 
shots hit from behind the arc 
for the Mules first 15 points. 
Nathaniel Chavez heated up 
in the second period with 
nine points. The Mules led 
27-19 at the break.

The Mules only scored 
seven in the third period but 
held Dimmitt to six.

The Mules matched 
Dimmitt bucket for bucket 
in the final period to hold 
off the Bobcats. The Mules 
went to 2-0 in district with a 
54-45 win.

Brett Poynor hit the Mule’s 
only 3-pointer in the opening 
frame. Cooper Washington 
scored twice in the lane in 
the second quarter as the 
Mules took a 16-9 lead at 
the half.

The Mules stayed in 
control and out scored the 
Hornets in each of the final 
two quarters.

Chavez and Washington 

teamed up to lead the 
Mules with 10 points each 
and Turnbow added eight. 
Poynor dropped in five and 
Kyler Steinbock made four.

Sean Thornton, Josue 
Macias and DJ Atwood 
made two each and Stevie 
Cisneros chipped in one.

Tu r n b ow  b r o ke  h i s 
personal drought from 
behind the arc with five 
straight treys to open the 
game against Dimmitt. 

Poynor joined in the long 
distance fest with a 3-pointer 
to kickoff the third quarter. 
He added a second in the 
final period to help seal the 
deal against the Bobcats.

The Mules made nine 
of 11 from the charity line 
in the last quarter as the 
Mules matched the Dimmitt 
20 point performance in the 
final period.

Turnbow’s f ive treys 
helped him lead the Mules 
with 21 points. Poynor 
and Chavez dropped in 11 
each. 

Washington scored all 
five of his points in the final 
period and Caleb Conner, 
Jared Skipworth and Atwood 
chipped in two each.

The Mules will travel 
to Lockney to face the 
Longhorns Jan. 4 before 
putting their 2-0 district 
record on the line in Bushland 
against the Falcons Jan. 8. The JV Mules’ game against Tulia.

By Delton Wilhite
Sportswriter

The Lady Mules entered 
the L i t t lef ie ld Wi ldcat 
Classic to try to regain 
their basketball focus after 
the mandatory five day 
Chr is tmas break.  The 
Lady Mules opened the 
tournament against the 
Idalou Lady Wildcats.

Ashley Grumbles scored 
13 of  the Lady Mules 
first period points to give 
the Lady Mules a 22-19 
lead over Idalou. Idalou 
bounced back to only trail 
the Lady Mules by one at 
the intermission.

Idalou began to take 
over the game in the third 
period and then shut down 
Lady Mule scoring in the 
final period. Idalou took the 
game 57-44.

They bounced back on 
Friday to take two games. 
The Lady Mules caged 
the Lady Wolverines 41-26 
in the opening game on 
Friday and came back in 
the afternoon to face the 
Morton Maidens.

The afternoon game was 
far from pretty but the Lady 
Mules came out on top 36-
29. It took a monster final 
quarter to pull out the win. 
The Lady Mules went against 
the Nazareth Swiftettes for 
the consolation trophy.

The Lady Mules trailed 
at intermission 17-13 in the 
defensive struggle. They 
fought back in the third 
period and briefly took the 
lead when Chi Hernandez 
drove across the lane for a 
reverse lay up. The basket 
gave the Lady Mules a 19-

JV Mules dominate Tulia

17 lead.
Tw o  3 - p o i n t e r s  b y 

Nazareth gave them the 
lead for good and they took 
home the consolation trophy 
with a 42-36 win over the 
Lady Mules.

Grumbles had the hot 
hand in the opening period 
against Idalou with two free 
throws, four baskets and a 
3-pointer to push the Lady 
Mules to a 22-19 lead.

Sarah Johnson dropped 
in a 3-pointer and scored on 
a break as the Lady Mules 
raced up and down the floor. 
Gizell added a pair from 
the charity line and Morgan 
Smith drove the left side of 
the lane for a short jumper.

Johnson added two treys 
in the second quarter as 
Idalou trimmed the Lady 
Mule lead to a single point, 
30-29, at the half. The 
third period was a classic 
battle as the two teams 
exchanged baskets but the 
Lady Wildcats took a three-
point lead.

Chi Hernandez made the 
only basket for the Lady 
Mules in the final period 
while Idalou pumped in 13.

Grumbles led the Lady 
Mules  w i th  15  po in ts 
and Johnson added 11. 
Hernandez dropped in 
seven, all in the second half 
and Smith made five.

When the Lady Mules 
and Springlake-Earth had 
met earlier in the season it 
had taken the Lady Mules 
two over times to get past 
them. The Lady Mules were 
taking no chances on Friday 
as they opened with an

Ladies take part
in Littlefield tourney

Continued on page 10

By Delton Wilhite
Sportswriter 
The Mules opened the 

Littlefield Wildcat Classic 
against the Denver City 
Mustangs. The first period 
was almost as if the Mules 
had not missed a day for 
the holidays as they scored 
20 points.

The Mules downed the 
Mustangs 52-38 and moved 
into the second round of 
the championship bracket 
against the host team. The 
Wildcats of Littlefield used 
a 15-5 first period run to 
defeat the Mules 46-38.

The Mules trailed the 
Dalhart Golden Wolves 23-
21 at the intermission and 
seemed to get something 
in their shooting eye in the 
second half. The Mules had 
few of their shots to fall in 
the second half and lost to 
the Wolves 50-31.

Six Mules scored in the 
opening period against 
Denver City and Patrick 
Precure and Brian Poynor 
each made a 3-pointer as 
the Mules pumped in 20 
points. The Mustangs could 
only find the basket for 
seven points.

Precure found the mark 
from behind the arc for the 
Mules as both teams scored 
seven in the second period. 
Precure dropped in two 
more treys as the Mules out 
scored Denver City 19-14 in 
the third period. The Mules 
led 46-28 going into the final 
period.

They only made six of 
10 free throws in the final 
quarter to cruise to the 
win.

Precure paced the Mules 
with 16 points. Poynor and 
Victor Vasquez dropped in 
12 points each and Colby 
Carpenter added seven. 
Dillon Gallman and Lane 
Wood chipped in two each 
in the win.

Lit t lef ield seemed to 
handcuff the Mules in the 
first period as they could 
only score five points. The 
Wildcats poured in 15 in 
their home gym. Neither 
team burned up the net 
in the second period as 
the Mules out scored the 
Wildcats 6-3 to trail 18-11 
at the half.

Carpenter,  Ga l lman 
and Vasquez each made 
3-pointers in the third period 

to out score Littlefield 16-13 
and cut their lead to 31-27. 
Littlefield heated up the 
final period and out ran the 
Mules 15-11.

Gallman led the Mules 
with 12 points. Carpenter, 
Garrett Riley and Vasquez 
dropped in seven each. L. 

Wood added three points 
and W. Wood chipped in 
two.

Poynor opened the Mule’s 
final game with a 3-pointer 
from the top of the key. L. 
Wood made a steal and 
drove coast to coast for a

Continued on page 10

Mules take Mustangs in Littlefield tourney opener

ONE DAY ONLY
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*

*Excludes Mexican Horned set & Doctor’s Buggy
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9 AM to 7 PM
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Carolyn’s
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106 E. American Blvd.
Muleshoe, Texas
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Rental, Boxes, Drinks & Snacks!

NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!

ADVANCED LUBE
& CAR WASH

502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe
OPEN AT 8:30 AM

Need an affordable oil change or detail car wash?
We pick up and deliver free of charge within the

city limits! Call 272-5842 for service!

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

1105

The Fair Store
120 Main      272-3500



 
                       NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED 
              TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS 
 
 Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT until 
 the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read. 
 
            CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT(S) 
            --------------------------------------------------------- 
 Dist/Div: Lubbock 
 Contract 6169-89-001 for MATERIAL DELIVERY in PARMER County, etc will be 
 opened on February 08, 2008 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of 
 $348,150.00. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding 
 proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at 
 the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below.  If applicable, 
 bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at least 10 days 
 prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project.  Prequalification 
 materials may be requested from the State Office listed below.  Plans for the 
 above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at www.dot.state.tx.us 
 and from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor. 
 NPO: 25815 
 
                                  State Office 
                             ----------------------- 
                             Constr./Maint. Division 
                             200 E. Riverside Dr. 
                             Austin, Texas  78704 
                             Phone: 512-416-2540 
 
                                Dist/Div Office(s) 
                             ----------------------- 
                             Lubbock District 
                             District Engineer 
                             135 Slaton 
                             Lubbock, Texas 79408-0771 
                             Phone: 806-745-4411 
 
 
 Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be 
 part of the contract.  TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated 
 against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin. 

2ch1-3

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
All real estate advertising in this newspa-

per is subject to the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to make
any such preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation. “Familial status includes children un-
der the age of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and people se-
curing custody of children under 18.”

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate which is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal oppor-
tunity basis. To complain of discrimination,
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone
number for the hearing impaired
is 1-800-927-9275.
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Deadline is Monday
at 5 PM to place a

Classified ad.
Call 272-4536.CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

SALES PEOPLE
NEEDED! Guaran-
teed salary plus com-
mission, paid vaca-
tion, no experience
necessary. Bilingual
a plus. Apply in per-
son at Big Valley Auto
of Muleshoe, 1112 W.
American Blvd. or
call 272-7777.tfn8-16

Experienced cook
needed at La-Tea-Da
Tues.-Sat., 8:30-2:30.
Must know how to
cook tea-room type
food. Looking for a
permanent employee.
Applications will be
thoroughly verified.
Please come by after
2:00 Tues.-Sat. for ap-
plication, 104 E.
American Blvd. No
phone calls
please.tfnch11-15

FARRAR & ASSOCIATES
806-894-7099

• Irrigated farms — Spade, Earth, Levelland, Plainview.
• Levelland — 3 nice brick homes for horses w/arena.
• Lubbock — 5A tracts (one well), also 107A tract.

• 3BR-1BA-1GA, 309 Worth Street, Sudan. Home with
app. 1284 sq. ft. living area sits on double lot w/separate
detached 2 car garage/workshop. Nice house with lots
of potential. $34,500.

Monty Edwards, Agent
(806) 786-5426

SOLD
316 Main Street • Muleshoe, Texas

Office: 806-272-3100       Home: 806-965-2468
Website: www.vicoland.com

• Lamb County - 708 acres north of Littlefield. 4 Center
pivot sprinklers, 8 wells. Very good water. County road
all the way around section. Good Allotments & direct
payment.
• Lamb County - NW of Earth. 933 acres, 6 sprinklers,
12 wells. Exceptionally clean, well manicured farm all
in one tract. Good direct payment.
• Parmer County - NE of Bovina. 596 acres with brick
home. One center pivot with 450 g.p.m. well. 100
additional acres of cultivation and improved grass. Three
bedroom, 3 bath brick home with fireplace. 40’x100’ barn
with 20’ shed & pens.
• Bailey County - 160 acres non-irrigated in southwest
part of Bailey County near state line. 150 acres in
cultivation. Good direct payment. Good wildlife area.
• Parmer County - 480 acres northeast of Farwell on
FM 3333. 3 sprinklers, 3 wells, good direct payment.
• Great Hunting - Mule Deer, Quail, Dove, Pheasant.
1256 acres in Lamb County. 580 acres irrigated with
center pivot sprinklers. 13 wells. 530 acres of CRP. A
lot of depreciable assets and good cash flow.
• Lamb County - Northwest of Littlefield. 5 labors, 5
pivots, good allotment. Growing alfalfa and wheat for
hay. A lot of depreciable assets.
• Lamb/Castro County Line - 316 acres north of Earth,
2 central pivots, 4 wells. Very productive.
• Castro and Lamb Counties - 637 acres in 3 tracts in
Dodd area. Some pavement. 4 sprinklers, 5 wells. Very
good direct payment. A clean, well groomed farm.

•••••• RURAL RESIDENTIAL ••••••
• Lamb County - Pleasant Valley Area - Recently
refurbished 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick home on 6 acres.
Large barn. On pavement.
• Lazbuddie Area - 3 bedroom, 2 bath on 4.75 acres.
Pavement. Various outbuildings & pens.
• Lamb County - Earth - Beautiful, red brick home. 4
bedrooms, 3 baths, 4 park garage, lots of storage,
fenced back yard, sprinkler system, $130,000. Too nice
to pass up.

SOLD

SOLD

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

HOME DAILY

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

RUAN

DRIVER

Food Grade Tank
*Medical, Dental, Vision

* Excellent 401k plan
* Paid Holidays and Vacation

CDL-A w/tank end. & 1 yr. exp.

800-879-7826
www.ruan.com

Dedicated to Diversity. EOE
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 2pd12-27

MIKE CLEAVINGER, ABR
KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY

REALTOR

4747 S. Loop 289, Suite 110
Lubbock, TX 79424
Cell: (806) 239-5139

Office: (806) 771-7710

Beautiful Homes:
4 bed / 4.5 bath / 2 garage — $299,000
Enjoy country living in this beautifully updated 4400
sq/ft home sitting on 6 acres. The home features an
isolated master bedroom with a jetted bath tub, great
open family room with vaulted ceilings, hard wood
floors/carpeted bedrooms, an office, and beautiful
entertaining pool. The gourmet kitchen features a
custom cast stone vent, 2 kitchen sinks, custom
cabinetry, and stainless steel appliances.
3 bed / 3 bath / 2 garage — $130,000
This is a very well maintained country home with
many updates and additions. One completely
remodeled bathroom, a large master bath, three hot
water heaters, a beautiful 40 X 12 redwood deck
with hot tub and an above ground swimming pool.
Close to school and about 15 miles from Muleshoe.

Irrigated Farms:
1149.15 Acres with a Dairy Permit — $2,415,000
Beautiful productive farmland operated by the same
farmer for many years. The farm has great
water. Dairy permit for 3308 head.
1120 Acres with a Dairy Permit — $2,800,000
10 Wells!  2 beautiful homes! This farm is well cared
for and a playa lake takes some of the east half
section but it lies well for a dairy.  A 4000 head dairy
permit is in place and according to the permitting
office, could easily be increased for additional cows.
186 Acres in Parmer County — $390,600
8 tower sprinkler packaged for 900 gallons per
minute. 1 well with turbine pump and 75 horse power
electric motor. 1: 4 inch 30 horse power submersible.
473 Acres and 3/2/2 Home — $1,005,000
Three separate quarter sections all with newer
Reinke seven tower sprinklers and equipped with
LEPA nozzle. One sprinkler has a 450 gallons per
minute package, one is packaged for 550 gpm, and
one is packaged for 650 gpm. We have bases and
yield information. House on property is a beautiful
well maintained 3/2/2 with lots space and storage.

Great Commercial Property:
311 W. American Blvd. — $150,000
An established business that carries everything for
your farm animals needs. Currently, this business
carries hay, Hi-Pro feed for large and small animals
and a wide variety of animal care essentials. It is
located in an area surrounded by feed yards, dairies
and farmsteads.
623 W. American Blvd. — $250,000
A thriving business in a progressive rural city. The
business currently includes tree and plant sales,
landscaping projects of all sizes, yard sprinkler
planning and installation, and yard and tree spraying.
Also included are approximately 700 growing trees
on five acres south of Muleshoe that will be
maintained by the current owners for five years. The
land does not convey. Great opportunity.
1202 W. American Blvd. — $90,000
Prime location off main thru way. The surrounding
retail businesses include McDonalds, Ford
Dealership, various restaurants and retailers. A
definite high traffic, visible area.

Support Medical of
Muleshoe is looking
for a FT customer ser-
vice rep. Some medi-
cal experience/back-
ground preferred but
not required. Must
have basic computer
skills. 40 hrs./week,
health insurance pro-
vided. Apply at 103 S.
Main, Muleshoe.tfnch12-20

Lamb Healthcare
Center is seeking a full
time night RN Charge
Nurse. Call 806-385-
6411, ext. 214 for more
information or pick up
an application at 1500
S. Sunset,
Littlefield.3ch12-20

HOSPITAL COOK
Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital is
seeking candidates
for a full time Cook.
Prefer 2+ years expe-
rience in reading in-
dividual menus relat-
ing to meal prepara-
tion. Experience in
healthcare or similar
environment pre-
ferred. Competitive
wage and benefit
package. To sched-
ule an interview,
please stop by for an
application or send
resume to: PCCH-
Human Resources,
1307 N. Cleveland,
Friona, TX
79035.2ch12-27

RN & LVN
POSITIONS OPEN

Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital is
seeking candidates
for the positions of
LVN and/or Regis-
tered Nurse/Charge
Nurse. Positions are
full time and requires
excellent verbal
skills, basic computer
knowledge and skills,
phone skills and abil-
ity to professionally
interact with the
medical staff and
public. Prior Charge
Nurse experience
preferred for RN po-
sition. Must be able
to work all shifts. Mail
resume to, or stop by
for application:
Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital, Hu-
man Resources,
1307 Cleveland,
Friona, TX
79035.2ch12-27

SECURITY
OFFICERS

$7.50/HR
Full/Part Time

Friona, Texas Area
Vacation/401K
Stock Options/

Uniform
No criminal record/
Pre-drug screening.

Apply at Security Of-
ficer/Cargill Meat Solu-
tions, 1530 West High-
way 60, Friona. 806-
295-8357. EOE/M/F/D/
V.2ch12-27

Help wanted - All ar-
eas of work at local
feedyard. Good pay
and benefits. Will
train if necessary. Call
806-946-8668 days
or 806-946-3334
nights.2ch12-27

Part time certified oc-
cupational therapy
assistant needed.
$28/hr. and up de-
pending on experi-
ence. Runningwater
Draw Care Center,
Olton, Texas. 806-
285-2677.2chcall12-27

Full/part time physical
therapy assistant
needed. $30/hr. and
up depending on ex-
perience. Benefits
a v a i l a b l e .
Runningwater Draw
Care Center, Olton,
Texas. 806-285-
2677.2chcall12-27

CHECK OUR LISTING INFO., PHOTOS, ETC. ON- LINE AT WWW.NIEMANREALTY.COM
HAVE BUYERS! NEED HOME AND LAND LISTINGS!!

• FORMER RICHLAND HILLS TEXACO - 1414’ Bldg. + 1080’
canopy + 16,530’ asphalt paving!!

FARMS
• 70 acre tract close to town, has irrig. well (not used in several
years)!! $450 Per acre!!

RURAL
• EARTH - VERY NICE 3-3 w/2 car detached garage/
workshop on 1.158 acres on Hwy. 70. Cent. A&H, built-ins,
FP, island cooktop, gameroom. Approx. 3206’ lv. area,
pergola, nicely landscaped, stor. bldg., pecan trees!! MORE!!
$129,900!!
• PROGRESS/LARIAT AREA - 3 bdrm. & den or 4 bdrm., 2
bath, Cent. A&H, built-ins, approx. 2270’ lv. area on 7 acres,
corrals, MORE!!
• Nice 3-2 Home at edge of town on .8 acres tract, Cent.
A&H, built-ins, FP, efficiency apt. or guest cotttage, horse
barn & corral!! $119,900!!
•   3 bdrm., 2 bath home on 30 acres, 24’ x 36’ workshop, 13’
x 36’ storage, domestic well, irrig. well!!! MORE!! $75K!!
• NICE 4.8 acre homesites, close to town, deed restricted!!
$17,500!!
• NICE 3-2-5 carport Home on 2 acres, Cent. heat, Cent.
evap. air, built-ins, fireplace, fans, utility, cellar, large shop,
stor. bldg., MORE!! $129,500!!
• SUDAN - VERY NICE 2-1-1 carport Brick Home, elec.
baseboard heat, window evap. air, fans, large utility, approx.
1220’ lv. area, cov. patio, 3 car detached carport with storage,
corner lot!! $32,500!!
• CLAY’S CORNER — VERY NICE 3-2.75-2 HOME on 5
acre tract, Cent. A&H (Elec. Heat Pump), built-ins, FP, 1100
sq. ft. new in 2005 plus additional updating w/carpet, tile,
paint, fenced yd., cov. patio, 600’ workshop/storage Bldg.!!
Numerous other amenities!! $189,500!!
• PROGRESS - NICE 3-2 Mobile Home on 1.24 acres,
approx. 1876 sq. ft., Cent. A&H, built-ins, FP, 5 fans, 2 carport,
1250’ Metal shop, 160’, 480’, & 96’ stor. bldgs., domestic
well, fenced yd.!! MORE!! PRICE REDUCED $69K!!!
•3-2 BRICK HOME on 7 acres, W. Hwy. 84, built-ins, office,
geothermal heat pump, whirlpool tub, basement, paved circle
drive & conc. parking!! MORE!! PRICE REDUCED $125!!

RICHLAND HILLS - PARKRIDGE - HIGHLAND
• 3-2-1  Home, corner lot, Cent. A&H, built-ins, storm windows
& doors, fenced yd., workshop/storage. $47,500!!
• 2 NICELY REMODELED DUPLEX UNITS & 1 NEW Duplex
unit!! PRICED TO SELL!!
• NEW 3-2-2 Brick Home, Cent. A&H, built-ins, FP, spklr. sys.,
fenced yd.!!
• BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM BUILT 3-2-2 Brick Home, built-ins,
FP, isolated master, safe rm., patio, nicely landscaped, spklr.
sys., fenced yd.!!
• NICELY REMODELED 3-2-2 Brick, new Cent. A&H, built-
ins, FP, 3125’ lv. area, spklr. sys., fenced yd., MORE!!
• VERY NICE 3-2-2 Brick, Cent. A&H, built-ins, fireplace, utility,
new paint, carpet, tile, atrium doors, blinds, 7 fans, cov. patio,
stor. bldg., fenced yd.!! MORE!! $145,000!!
• VERY NICE 3-2.5-2 Brick Home, Dual Fuel Heat Pump,
built-ins, FP, basement, cent. vac. & humidifier systems, auto.
spklr., workshop/storage, fenced yd., corner lot!! $169,500!!

HIGH SCHOOL AREA
• Very NICE 2-1-2 brick, Cent. A&H, built-ins, new paint,
carpet, wood laminate, kitchen & bath countertops, fenced
yd.!!! MUCH MORE!! $85K!!

COMMERCIAL
• ANA’S BEAUTY SHOP — Approx. 1120” bldg., with or
without furniture & fixtures!! PRICE REDUCED!!
• 3 office units on 40.6’ x 140’ lot across from courthouse!!
$33,000!!
• VERY NICE CHURCH BLDG. WITH PARSONAGE - MAY
BE SOLD SEPARATE!! Price Reduced!!
• GOOD INCOME PROPERTY-LONG TERM LEASE-
Approx. 8,075’ office bldg. w/ approx. 20,000’ paved parking
area!! PRICE REDUCED $350K.
• NICELY REMODELED - 800 sq. ft. Bldg. , Cent A&H,
updated electrical & plumbing. PRICE REDUCED $39.5K
• 4.2 acre tract at edge of town, 40' x 60' metal insulated
bldg., 2 other sheetiron bldgs., chainlink fenced area,
numerous uses!! $59K!!
• Approx. 1274’  Building, 75 ‘ x 140’ lot, U.S. Hwy. 84!!
$39.5K!!
• 100’ x 140’ tract, corner lot on Hwy. 84, 1760’ Bldg., 1076’
Bldg., 308’ storage, & 2-56’ x 22’ metal canopies w/paved
area!! $49.5K!!

116 E. Ave. C • George Nieman, Broker • 272-5285 or 272-5286

Nieman Realty

IN CONTRACT

228 Main Street, Muleshoe, Texas
www.byrdrealestate.net

Ronald Byrd
Licensed Broker

Crista Bass
Sales Associate

AK Ranch - 1425 acres, 35 miles SW of Muleshoe, 35 miles
SE of Farwell. Located on Highway 1731. Has beautiful 3
bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage home and 40x60 metal barn. 6
pastures, 4 domestic wells and a 20 acre pond. Excellent wild-
life hunting deer, quail, ducks, geese and dove. Very scenic
property. Call for more details!!!!!
Country Home on Highway - Nice 3 bedroom, 1-3/4 bath
home, central air & heat, built-ins, enclosed sunroom, utility,
2 car garage, 40x80 Quonset barn, all on 5 acres, priced to
sell!!
Approx. 2100 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 1 bath home, large family
room with fireplace, livingroom, utility, new carpet, carport,
storage buildings, fenced back yard, priced to sell!!
Price Reduced - Cute remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath home,
Cent. A&H, fireplace, 1 bedroom upstairs, deck, pond, sprin-
kler system, storage building, apartment or office building in
back. This home will not last long, call today!
NEW LOWER PRICE - Nice 3 bedroom, 1-3/4 bath brick
home, large utility, fireplace, sunroom, built-ins, Cent. A&H,
sprinkler system, 2 car garage, fenced back yard, all on cor-
ner lot.
Spacious - 4 bedroom, 3 bath brick home, built-ins, refrig.
air/central heat, 2 living areas, utility room, sunroom, built-in
grill, fireplace, dining room, sprinkler system, fenced back yard,
2 car garage. Plus more!

WE NEED HOUSE LISTINGS!!
160 acres on highway includes very nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath
brick home. Refrigerated air and central heat, built-ins, fire-
place, large utility and 2 car garage. Has circular sprinkler, 2
wells, 70’x100’ hay barn, 24’x25’ storage building and more.
708 Acres South of Muleshoe - 5 - 8” irrigation wells, 4 cir-
cular sprinklers. Excellent for peanuts, potato crops, dairy
permitted. Highway frontage. Call for details.

WE NEED FARM LISTINGS!!
Office:                    Toll Free:

(806) 272-5380       1-888-999-3846

IN CONTRACT

IN CONTRACT

Full time Physical
Therapist needed.
Benefits. Competitive
pay. Runningwater
Draw Care Center,
800 W. 13th St.,
Olton, Texas. Call for
appt. 806-285-2677
or 806-786-
7455.2chcall1-3

Attention Nurses! Do
you have Home Care
Skills? Medical Staff-
ing Network has im-
mediate needs for
RN’s and LVN’s, Pe-
diatric Home Care
Nurses. Go back to
one-on-one patient
care and make a dif-
ference. Apply on-line
a t
www.MSNHealth.com,
or call 1-866-676-
2120 or 1-806-780-
4180. Competitive
pay and benefits.2ch1-3

PHLEBOTOMIST
POSITION OPEN

Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital is
seeking candidates for
a Phlebotomist.  Posi-
tion is full time and re-
quires excellent verbal
skills, basic computer
knowledge and skills,
phone skills and abil-
ity to professionally in-
teract with the medical
staff and public.  One
to two years experi-
ence preferred.  Com-
petitive wage and ben-
efit package.  Mail re-
sume to, or stop by for
application: Parmer
County Community
Hospital, Human Re-
sources, 1307 Cleve-
land, Friona, TX
79035.2ch1-3

WANNA MAKE
MONEY? The Mule-
shoe Journal is seek-
ing a dynamic, posi-
tive, self-motivated,
outgoing individual to
lead our sales de-
partment. The suc-
cessful candidate will
work on a salary plus
commission basis
with opportunities for
monthly and other
bonuses. Area travel
is a must so reliable
transportation is re-
quired. A background
in sales is helpful, but
not necessary. We
will train the right per-
son. You must be or-
ganized and work
well under a dead-
line. Benefits in-
clude medical in-
surance, paid vaca-
tions, flexible
schedule and paid
mileage. Apply in
person at 201 W.
Ave. C, Muleshoe,
M-F, 8AM-5PM.tfn1-3

PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFED AD
DEADLINE IS

MONDAY AT 5 PM

REAL ESTATE
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11-2 run in the first period.
They followed with a 16-7 

second quarter to take a 
27-9 lead at the half. The 
Lady Mules cruised in for 
the win.

Smith led the charge 
for the Lady Mules with 
13 points. Kelsey Tipps 
scored six and Johnson and 
Hernandez each added five. 
Ashley Cisneros chipped in 
four points in the win.

“Our game against Morton 
may have been the ugliest 
game I ever watched,” said 
Lady Mule coach Val Acree. 
“But a win is a win and we 
will take it.”

Neither team burned up 
the net in the first half and 
the Lady Mules trailed 12-10 
at the intermission. Smith 
and Grumbles combined for 
10 points in the third period 
but Morton expanded their 
advantage to 24-20.

The Lady Mules shut 
down the Maiden’s offense 
in the final period and 

pumped in 16 points.
Smith led the Lady Mules 

with nine points, Johnson 
made two 3-pointers for 
eight points and Grumbles 
followed with seven. Tipps 
and Hernandez added five 
each and Vasquez chipped 
in two.

The Lady Mules only 
briefly had the lead against 
Nazareth in the consolation 
game. They battled valiantly 
but just could not bring 
home the trophy. Nazareth 
is famous for 3-pointers and 
hit five in the contest.

Hernandez had four of the 
Lady Mules first nine points 
in the opening frame. The 
Swiftettes led 12-9 going 
into the second period. 
Hernandez and Smith made 
two charity tosses apiece 
for the Lady Mules only four 
points in the second quarter. 
The Lady Mule defense held 
Nazareth to five and trailed 
17-13 at the half.

The Lady Mules made a 

run at Nazareth in the third 
period and took the lead 
twice during the quarter. 
At the six minute mark 
Hernandez gave the Lady 
Mules a 19-17 advantage 
and a minute later Tipps hit 
a bucket that put the Lady 
Mules up 22-21.

Johnson got hot in the 
final frame and scored 12 
of the Lady Mules final 14 
points. She scored on an in 
bound play and then sank 
a NBA 3-pointer. Nazareth 
was four-for-four from the 
line to hold off the Lady 
Mules in the final period.

Johnson led the Lady 
Mules with 14 points and 
Hernandez dropped in 11. 
Smith added seven points 
and Grumbles and Tipps 
chipped in two each.

The Lady Mules will travel 
to Brownfield to tangle with 
the Lady Cubs Jan. 4 and 
get back in the District 2-2A 
race in Bushland against the 
Lady Falcons.

Lady Mules at Littlefield… Continued from page 7

lay up. Dalhart answered 
with more fire power to out 
score the Mules 16-11.

The Mules cut the lead by 
three in the second period. 
W. Wood, Austin Wright, 
Vasquez, Riley and Poynor 
each scored a bucket. The 
Mules trailed the Wolves 23-
21 at the intermission.

The Mules only scored 
two in the third period and 
added eight in the final 
quarter for 10 in the half. 
Dalhart pumped in 27 for 
the win.

No Mule reached double 
f igures in the contest.  
Austin Wright led the Mules 
with seven points and Riley 
dropped in six. Poynor 
added five points; W. Wood 
and Vasquez made four 
each. Carpenter and L. 
Wood had two each and 
Colt Ellis chipped in one 
point.

The Mules t ravel  to 
Lockney Jan. 4 to tangle 
with the Longhorns before 
star t ing distr ic t  act ion 
in Bushland against the 
Falcons Jan. 8.

Continued from page 7

Mules compete
at Littlefield…

New officer 
sworn in

Muleshoe Mayor Cli f f 
Black, pictured above on the 
right, administered the oath of 
office to new officer, Steven 
Bartley during ceremonies 
conducted at the city hall on 
Monday, Dec. 31.

By U.S. Sen.
Kay Bailey Hutchison

Capitol 
Comment

On Dec. 11, 2007, Director of 
National Intelligence, Admiral 
Mike McConnell made an 
arresting plea in the editorial 
pages of the New York Times: 
“Help Me Spy on Al-Qaeda.”

In an urgent op-ed, he 
implored Congress to provide 
the resources America’s 
intelligence officials need to 
safeguard our country against 
terrorism.

The terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001 signaled 
changes in the kinds of threats 
posed against the U.S., and, 
specifically, the tactics these 
terrorists use to carry out their 
violent plots.

I n  t o d a y ’ s  w o r l d , 
te r ro r i s t s  emp loy  fas t -
advancing technologies and 
communications networks 
to orchestrate and execute 
attacks. The 9/11 attack on 
the U.S. depended extensively 
on wire communications with 
known terrorist suspects 
abroad.

During the summer of 
2007, Congress passed the 
Protect America Act, a six-
month measure that has 
temporarily given our national 
intelligence agencies the tools 
to quickly detect terrorist 
activity and other threats to 
our national security, and to 
take appropriate measures to 
thwart these designs.

T h e  A c t ,  i n  e f f e c t , 
modernized the decades-
old Foreign Intel l igence 
Survei l lance Act (FISA). 

Time is of the essence 

Rex Lowery
Painting

Painting in the Muleshoe
area over 40 years!

FREE ESTIMATES

Cell:
789-9142

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR RENT

516 W. Ave. E. 2BDRM/
1BA, no appliances.
Newly painted inside.
$420/mo., $375 depo.
plus first mo. rent. 210-
867-8911.tfnch10-25

FOR SALE

3/2/2 Brick home,
built-ins, lg. enclosed
patio, sprinkler sys.,
fenced yd., lg. metal
building, close to
Dillman school. 806-
655-2563.tfnch12-13

1,200 sq. ft. brick
home, central refrig-
erated air, single car
garage, 2BDRM/
1BA. Call 806-272-
4388.4ch12-13

Extra nice 2006
Fleetwood Mobile
Home - 16’ x 80’ - 3
BR/2 Bath, master
bath - walk in shower
and tub, nice porch,
Energy Saving Heat
Pump. Must be
moved from current
location. Call 806-
825-2782.4ch12-20

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT - 302 W.
2nd Street, Mule-
shoe. Perfect for one
or two-man opera-
tion. $200/mo., utili-
ties paid. Share
space w/Muleshoe
Journal. References
required. Call 272-
4536 for details or
come by to see, M-F
8 AM to 5 PM.tfnnoch10-18

Coming Soon!
Make your handyman lists now!

HANDY ANDY
“All Phases of Home Repair”

• All Misc. Odd Jobs • Fences • Decks
• Gates • Steps • Brick Work • Plumbing
• Painting • Window Install. & Cleaning

• Gutters • Flooring/Sub-Floors • Rotting Wood
• Cabinets • Furniture Refinishing & Repair
• Refurbish Hardwood Floors • Concrete

• Electrical • Ceiling Fan Installation
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL!

“If you want it done right, then call me. I do
nothing but quality work & I’ll get it done today!”

FREE ESTIMATES — SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Day: 272-4536
After 5 PM: 925-6614

HANDYMAN SERVICES

REAL ESTATE
Bailey County, South of Muleshoe — Beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2 bath brick home with fireplace, sunroom, barn and
outbuildings on 10 acres. Excellent condition. $135,000.

Visit our website for all listings at

www.streetsrealestate.com
Sellers and Buyers • Farm • Ranch • CRP

Hunting • Rural Properties
STREET REAL ESTATE • PLAINVIEW, TX

JOHNNY STREET • 806-847-7400

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

Happy New
Year To You!

FISA prescribes physical 
and electronic surveillance 
of foreign intelligence, but 
has not been updated to 
reflect the immeasurable 
technological progress, such 
as the proliferation of easily 
accessible and disposable 
cell phones, that has been 
made in the 30 years since the 
law’s 1978 enactment.

Precious time is passing 
and we’ve yet to complete 
comprehensive, permanent 
legis lat ion to equip our 
intelligence community with 
modern and relevant tools to 
protect America from a smart 
and agile enemy who harbors 
no respect for human life.

The Protect America Act 
allows intelligence officials to 
more effectively collect foreign 
intelligence without first having 
to obtain a court order.

The Act stipulates that the 
court order would not be 
required for targets involving 
known terrorist suspects 
reasonably believed to be 
located outside the U.S. It 
allows surveillance of specific 
people — not their telephone 
lines. 

The measure is careful 
to preserve civil liberties, 
a n d  l a w f u l ,  e v e r y d a y 
communicat ion between 
Americans would not be 
affected.

The out-dated and obsolete 
rules of FISA have mired 
intelligence officers in writing 
lengthy legal justifications, 
calling them away from the 
critical, time-sensitive task of 
detecting and tracking terrorist 
threats.

Furthermore, a cell phone 
being monitored could be 
thrown away and replaced 
with a new one before an 
agent could get court approval; 
or a phone card bought at the 
grocery store could be used 
and disposed of in a matter 
of minutes.

It is simply impractical 
t o  i n te r c e p t  t h e  n ea r-
instantaneous information 
t r a n s m i t t e d  o v e r  c e l l 
phones or  the  In ternet 
when time-consuming court 
proceedings are required. 
Such a mandate precariously 
d e l ays  i n te r c e p t i o n  o f 
intelligence, and, in a worst-
case scenario, hinders our 
ability to foil a terrorist plot.

To  b e  e f fe c t i ve ,  ou r 
counterterrorism efforts must 
be on the leading edge of 

technology. 
The Act extends liability 

protection to private sector 
partners, such those in the 
telecommunications industry, 
who have assisted intelligence 
officials in their efforts to 
detect terrorists.

The Protect America Act 
enables the intel l igence 
community to detect just the 
kind of terrorist communication 
that led to the tragedies of 
9/11.

But this temporary law will 
expire on Feb. 1, 2008. The 
threat of foreign terrorists, 
however, will not expire with 
it, which is why permanent 
legislation must be enacted.

In the Senate, responsible 
and comprehensive legislation 
has been drafted to bring FISA 
into the 21st century.

The legislation has broad, 
bipartisan support and has 
been poised for Senate 
passage and approval by 
President Bush for more than 
a month. 

Unfortunately, some in 
Congress have prevented this 
from happening. Once again, 
at the end of December, a 
small minority of Senators 
blocked this legislation from 
moving forward.

As a result, this vitally 
important measure will not be 
taken up again until Congress 
returns in mid-January, 
leaving us only seven working 
days to complete this major 
legislation before the Protect 
America Act expires. 

Further delay could lead 
to a gap in critical national 
security policy and tie the 
hands of our intelligence 
officials working to protect 
Americans.

We wouldn’ t dream of 
sending our troops into 
battle without the equipment 
and supplies to carry out 
their mission safely and 
successfully.

Similarly, we cannot assign 
the intelligence community 
with the task of gathering 
information on our enemies 
and using it to help keep our 
nation safe, while placing 
unreasonable obstructions in 
their path.

For  the safet y  of  a l l 
Americans, we cannot put this 
off any longer. I join our national 
intelligence community in 
urging swift and certain action 
in Congress as soon as we 
return in January.

“Listen, my son,
to your father’s instruction 
and do not forsake your 
mother’s teaching.They 
will be a garland to grace 
your head and a chain to 
adorn your neck.…”

Proverbs 1:8-9, NIV
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