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Youth Livestock Show Saturday
Kendrick Testifies In 
Kansas City Hearing

Stratford, Claude Win 
Cage Tournament

Claude won the girls division 
o f the Stratford invitation bas­
ketball tournament Saturday 
night by defeating Sunray 43 to 
35. Claude had defeated the 
Stratford girls in a previous 
game by 2 points in the second 
extra period of play. Stratford 
Elks won the boys tournament 
title by defeating Adrian in a 
game of fast breaks, in which 
both teams displayed exception­
al feats of team work in both 
defensive and offensive plays. 
The final score favored the Elks 
47 to 45.

Claude girls maintained a 4 
and 5 point lead over Sunray 
during the first three quarters 
o f  the game and increased their 
lead in the last quarter. The 
Elks held a 1 point lead over 
Adrian most of the first half of 
the game. In the third quarter 
they built up an 11 point lead. 
Adrian rallied in the last quar­
ter  ̂ and the game closed in a 
close margin in the score.

Dalhart girls and Boys Ranch 
boys won the consolation tro­
phies. Texline girls and Sunray 
boys won the third place tro­
phies. Sunray girls and Adrian 
boys received the second place 
trophies. Claude girls and 
Stratford boys were presented 
the first place trophies. F. G. 
Crawford, Claude girls coach, 
and Haskell Bilbrey, Stratford 
boys coach, were presented plac- 
ques given to coaches of the 
winning teams. Sportsmanship 
awards were presented to the 
Channing girls and Claude boys 
teams.

Chosen on the boys all tourna­
ment team and receiving indi­
vidual trophies were S. Blanken­
ship of Morse, Jimmy Woods of 
Claude, Fred Schmidt of Boys 
Ranch, Lloyd Homfeld of Adrian, 
Kenneth Riddle of Sunray, Don 
Carr of Channing, Mike Neal of 
Stratford, Edward Pinnell of 
Adrian, Carroll Wisdom of 
Stratford and Jim Pool of Tex­
line.

Girls selected for all tourna­
ment team who were present­
ed individual trophies were Nor­
ma Bachman of Stratford, Bar­
bara McAdams of Sunray, Ruth- 
le Donovan of Sunray, Joan 
Byrd of Claude, Nelda Hundley 
of Claude, Zo NeU Moore of 
Claude, Linda Riffe of Stratford, 
Barbara Moreman and Ruthrie 
Hutton of Dalhart, Nada Lock of 
Texline, Louibelle McMurtry of 
Texline, and Lela Skelton of
Channing.

Tournament trophies were 
donated by The First State 
Bank, Stratford Grain Co., Con­
sumers Co., Stratford Insurance 
Agency, Southwestern PubUc 
Service Co., Garrison Motor Co., 
Stratford Motor Co., King Im­
plement Co., Yates Drug, Strat­
ford Butane Co., Lola’s Cafe, 
Roscoe Dyess, Word Hardware, 
Stratford Department Store, and 
C & B Paint & Body Shop.

CARD OF THANKS
I wish to thank my friends for 

the cards, visits arid many kind 
deeds while I was in the hos­
pital.

Wayne Lavake

REFUGEE 
PROGRAM 
HITS SNAG

Taking part in the Hungarian 
Resettlement program is becom­
ing complicated for thinly set­
tled agricultural sections, ac­
cording to information received 
Monday by C. C. Plunk, who will 
present the problem to members 
of the Methodist Mens Club and 
other interested parties at their 
next meeting.

The resettlement program is 
being developed as one of sym­
pathy, and sponsors who file ap­
plications for refugees must ac­
cept them without specifications 
as to age, sex, vocation or reh- 
gion. Refugees will be assigned 
to sponsors, as they arrive, in ac­
cordance with the applications. 
It will be the responsibility of 
the sponsors to place them in 
suitable vocations, otherwise the 
refugee will become the ward of 
the sponsoring organization.

At present there are more ap­
plications of sponsors than there 
are refugees. Other Hungarians 
are expected to arrive in this 
country at intervals.

Death Claims 
Mrs. Foreman's 
Father

HEREFORD — Curtis B. 
Thomas, 72, a farmer here since 
1933, died at 11:20 a. m Thurs­
day in Deaf {Smith County 
Hospital.

Funeral services were con­
ducted at 2:00 p. m. Saturday in 
the Avenue Baptist Church. The 
Rev. Grady Allison officiated 
and burial was made in West 
Park Cemetery.

Mr. Thomas was bom June 7, 
1884, in Tennessee and came to 
Texas in 1912. He moved to 
Deaf Smith County from Plain- 
view in 1933.

He is survived by his wife, 
Ellen; three daughters, Mrs. 
Ross Roye of Borger, Mrs. V. W. 
Foreman of Stratford and Mrs. 
M. G Upton of Sunray; one son, 
Lt. Col. E. B. Thomas of Loring 
AFB, Limestone, Me.; one 
brother, Roy Thomas of Corinth, 
Miss.; a sister, Mrs. Mollie Brad­
ley of Clovis; 14 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. .

March Of Dimes 
Ham Shoot 
January 19

A March of Dimes Ham Shoot 
will be held at the Stratford 
Gun Club grounds in the western 
edge of Stratford at 1:00 p. m. 
Saturday, January 19, weather 
conditions permitting.

Mr. And Mrs. J. L. Turner To Celebrate 
Golden Wedding Anniversary Sunday

The children of Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Turner 
request the honor of your presence 

at open house celebrating their parents’
Golden Wedding Anniversary 

at the Ralph Keener home 
Sunday, January 13, 1957 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p .m .

Roughage 
Program For 
Texas Extended

The Roughage Program for 
Texas has been extended in all 
238 counties previously desig­
nated, Walter T. McKay announ­
ced today. County Committees 
in all designated counties are 
being advised that they may now 
accept applications for a supply 
of roughage feed to carry basic 
livestock through March 15, 1957.

McKay was also advised that 
it is the policy of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture to continue 
the emergency feed grain and 
roughage program in the drouth 
area aŝ , long as there is a need 
for these programs.

4-H and FFA livestock will 
be presented in the 12th annual 
Sherman County 4-H and FFA 
livestock show (Saturday. Weigh­
ing of livestock will be complet­
ed between 8:00 and 9:00 a. m. 
at the county machinery barn 
located in the south side of 
Stratford. Calves will be pre­
pared for inspection from 9:30 
to 10:00 a. m. Sheep will be 
judged from 10:00 to 10:45 a. m. 
Swine will be judged from 11:00 
a. m. until 12:00 noon. Judg­
ing of breeding classes will.start 
at 1:00 p. m. Judging of heavy 
weight calves will start at 1:20 
p. m. Judging of middle weight 
calves will start at 1:40 p. m. 
Judging of light weight calves 
will start at 2:00 p. m.

An auction sale will follow 
immediately after the junior 
class is judged.

Calves may be removed from 
the barn at 4:00 p. m.

In addition to the regular rib­
bons and cash prizes for prem­
ium winners, the Sherman 
County Farm Bureau will pres­
ent 10 cash prizes in the record, 
contest. Records will be judg­
ed for their completeness, accur­
acy, arrangement, neatness and 
most economical gain.

A beef cattle showmanship a- 
ward will be presented by Pron-

ger Bros. A swine showman­
ship award will be presented by 
Arthur Judd.

Exhibitors who plan to enter 
calves in the show include 
Houston Cates, Steven Cleavin- 
ger, Gerald Preston, Paul Adud- 
dell, Robert Ritchey, Sonny 
Judd, Edward Summerour, Scot­
ty Wharton, Cleo Aduddell, Lar­
ry Goule, Ann Pronger, Gay 
Judd, Delores Roach, Gary 
Dettle, and Douglas McBryde.

Elxhibitors planning to enter 
sheep include Jim Cameron, Karl 
Kirkwood, Edward O'Quin, J. D. 
Plunk, Jimmy {Smith, Kenny 
Brady, Robert Ragsdale, James 
Spurlock, Lance Harrington, 
Raymond Kirkwood, Teddy Oak­
ley, Chuck Oakley, Larry Goule, 
Bernard Spruell, Raymond Al­
bert and Bobby Burkham.

Exhibitors planning to enter
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Duval Methods Closely Parallel 
Repression in Hitler's Germany

By-FRANZ ROSENWALD
SAN DIEGO, TEX.-The Parr 

family, ruling dynasty in the mal­
odorous Duchy of Duval, was in 
the boss business long before 
Adolph Hitler was ever heard of 
in my native Germany.

Hitler was painting bad picture 
postcards and living in a Vienna 
flophouse while Tsar Parr was 
running things high, wide and 
handsome in this sun-seared sec­
tion of Texas. ,

As a German, and reputedly a 
bit of an expert on dictatorships 
(I’ve seen the Red kind and the 
Brown, or Hitler, kind), I’ve been 
asked to look at Duval from that 
point of view. I came, I saw and 
I shuddered. Duval was too much 
like home.

Lest anyone consider a Hitler 
Germany-Parr Duval comparison 
as an invidious one, remember 
that I’m making no such compar­
ison. I don’t have to. History beat 
me to it.

Let’s look at a curious, and dis­
quieting, situation in Germany at 
this moment. Then we’ll look at 
an interesting incident just a few 
months ago in the Grand Jury 
room in the Duval County Court­
house here in San Diego.

In West Germany ‘̂ex” -Nazis 
are being brought to trial on all 
sorts of charges harking back to 
the days of Hitler, war crimes, 
theft of public funds, graft, polit­
ical murder.

A few years ago these same 
men were mousy, quiet, biding 
their time. Today they’re arro­
gant, truculent, threatening.

In court they thunder at the 
judge and Uiunder at the jury, 
daring them to convict. The day 
is coming, and soon, they shout, 
when the “ right”  will triumph, 
when the hated foreigner will be 
thrust from the sacred soil o f the 
Fatherland. On that day true 
Germans will know what to do. 
They’ll punish the enemies with­
in and the enemies without.

, This courtroom strategy is 
-working like a charm. The fright­
ened jurors are acquitting the 
Nazi bully ̂  boys one after the 
other.

Now let’s get back to the Grand 
Jury room in the Duval County 
Courthouse here in San Diego.

Red-headed George Berham 
Parr, of Duval, has been hailed 
before the jurors and questioning 
him is Sidney Chandler, assistant 
to Attorney General John Ben 
Shepperd. Chandler doesn’t get 
very far with the Duke. Parr 
stands on his constitutional rights, 
invoking the “ Fifth Amendment” 
—that a man may remain silent 
if his testimony might incrim­
inate him or even tend to in­
criminate him. Then the jury ad­
journs and Chandler mops his 
brow in frustration.

“ Sidney,”  Parr said, “ I’ve got 
something to say to the jury.”

Chandler, curious, told him “ Go 
right ahead.”

Parr turned quietly to the jury 
and eyed each man in turn. He 
knew each man by his first name.

and he reminded them o f that. 
One grand juror was a Parr ten­
ant, another an employee, several 
owed him money.

Then Parr’s voice rose in fury 
to a crescendo. He shook his fist 
in the face of each man, shouting 
that soon there would be a new 
State government in Austin, a 
new government in Washington— 
and George Parr would again be 
firmly in the saddle. Then there 
would be a reckoning, a settling 
of scores.

One grand juror described the 
scene to me this way: “ He yelled 
and screamed so loud you could 
hear him in Alice ten miles 
away.”  County employees came 
out of their offices and stood on 
the stairs outside the Grand Jury 
Room, listening in awe. Parr’s 
harange went on for twenty 
minutes.

“ I respect you as Grand Jur­
ors,”  he raged, “ but only so long 
as you sit in this room. Outside 
of this room I don’t have to 
r e je c t  you a G . . .  D . . .  bit, not 
a damn bit. Outside of this room 
I do as I please. Remember that! 
Remember that, all o f you!”

That Grand Jury, white-lipped 
and frightened, listened —  but 
right there the parallel ends. Un­
like the cringing juries in Ger­
many that jury in Duval braved 
the threat o f wrath to come and' 
voted t h i r t y-o n e indictmeid^s 
against m em b ^  o f tite Parr ma­
chine.

We’ll take just one more ex­
amine o f intimi^tion, an 
weapon in the hands o f any 
efficient poGtical boss or any dic­
tator. Here in San Diego those 
terms are interchangeable

On Monday, July 16, my wri­
ting partner and myself sat in the 
court room in San Diego, District 
Judge C. Woodrow Laughlin pre­
siding. The suit, brought by Man­
uel Trevino and Manuel Olivares, 
was to contest the results of last 
April’s civic elections in San 
Diego when Parr forces captured 
four out of five seats on the city 
council.

The action was of particular 
importance because if it succeed­
ed in unseating one of two Parr 
men, Alberto Garcia or Leopoldo 
Sepulveda, the Duke of Duval 
would have been stripped of his 
private army, the San Diego po­
lice force.

Here’s the way it works: Never 
in its long and stormy history 
has San Diego had a police de­
partment. None was needed be­
cause the sheriffs of Duval County 
and Jim Wells County, together 
with their deputies, were well able 
to handle things to the taste of 
George Berham Parr. At one time 
Duval County alone had as many 
as 200 deputies, gun-slinging pis- 
toleros. Some people put the fig­
ure as high as three hundred.

But Parr no longer controls the 
sheriffs. So the San Diego coun­
cil dutifully gave him a police 
force with Manuel Amaya, former 
deputy sheriff, as chief.

Amaya and his constables are 
officially paid $50 each per month. 
Under Texas law a peace officer

must be paid at least $40 per 
month from the public purse be­
fore he has the right to pack a 
pistol.

I have talked to these men, sat 
with them in the Windmill Cafe, 
favorite haunt of Parr supporters. 
They eat well, dress well, have 
their own cars and show no signs 
of poverty. Yet their official pay 
is less than $12.50 per week. Parr 
reputedly makes up the difference 
out o f his own pocket.

I watched these men in action 
in Judge Laughlin’s court room 
that hot and sleepy afternoon.

It was a job o f. straight, out 
and out intimidation o f witnesses.

One lone Texas Ranger, Wiley 
Williamson, sat near the judge’s 
bench, keeping a wary eye on the 
scene.

Parr’s policemen, their .45 s* 
loosely bolstered, circulated about 
the big room, here whispering in­
to the ear o f a witness, there i 
patting another on the back, dig- ! 
ging playful knuckles into the i 
ribs of yet another.

The policemen were smiling, 
jovial, friendly. But the witnesses 
weren’t smiling. They had fright 
written ail over them.

'Through a Spanish interpreter 
the witnesses, dozens of them, 
were sworn in as a group. Then 
the questioning began, with the 
interpreter relaying the questions 
and Miswers. It was amazing how 
much the witnesses couldn’t re­
member. Their voices were hardly 
audible.

They couldn’t remember, for 
example, whether they’d ever 
been convicted o f a crime and so 
lost their right to vote. Or wheHi- 
er-they’d received pardons from 
the governor and so regained 
their CHE& rights. One after the 
o ^ r  shuffled to the stand, 
and one after the other they 
“ couid not remember.”

My partner, and I were in the! 
com troom  fbr but part o f  one af­
ternoon o f the four day hearing.! 
That was enough to see Parrism 
in action.

At the conclusion o f the hear­
ing Judge Laughlin ruled that one i 
Parr man, Leopoldo Sepulveda,' 
had lost his seat to Manuel Tre- 
vino. '̂The election o f Alberto Gar-.l 
cia was confirmed, but the anti-| 
Parr forces now had a three to; 
two majority on the city council. 
The case was immediately ap­
pealed, the Parr man keeping his 
seat for the time being.

Thus George Berham Parr 
keeps his police force.

(Note: since this article was 
written another election was or­
dered by a higher court and Parr 
lost control o f the city govern­
ment. Thus his last means of 
keeping his pistoleros armed was 
taken away. Earlier he lost con­
trol of the Commissioners Court 
after a months-long series of 
court battles with Attorney Gen­
eral Shepperd, and saw his old 
enemy Donato Serna installed as 
Duval County auditor after more 
than a year of resistance which 
took the case up to the Texas 
Supreme Court. Putting an im­
partial man in the county audi­
tor’s position, Shepperd explains, 
was the key to blocking Parr 
from the misuse o f county funds. 
The San Diego city government 
was Parr’s last ditch, from which 
he is now evicted.)

swine include Robert Ragsdale, 
Wayne Cummings, Hal Bennett, 
Bill Kirkwood, Mike Johnson, 
James Spurlock, Ernest Dyess, 
Sonny Judd, Dan Newman, 
Chuck Oakley, Joedale Reesing, 
Bill Dyess, Gay Judd, Dean Rop­
er and Teddy Oakley.

Beall-Luette 
Nuptial Vows 
Read Saturday

Miss Ida Irene BeaU, of Du­
mas, and Herman J. Luette, Jr., 
of Amarillo, were married in an 
informal ceremony at 3:00 p. m. 
Saturday in the First Baptist 
Church.

The bride is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Beall, and 
the bridegroom is the son of 
Herman J. Luette, Sr., and the 
late Mrs. Luette, of the Sham- 
rock-McKee Plant, near Dumas.

Rev. O. B. Herring, formerly of 
Dumas, now pastor of the Meth­
odist Church of Tulia, Texas, of­
ficiated at the double-ring cere­
mony, which was performed be­
fore an altar flanked by green­
ery

Mrs. H. M. Flores, organist, 
played “Indian Love Call’ as a 
nuptial prelude, and accompan­
ied Walter McKee, Jr., of Dal­
hart, as he sang, “O Promise 
Me,” and “I’ll Walk Beside You.” 
During the ceremony, Mrs. 
Flores played “Clair de Lune” 
for background music, and the 
traditional wedding marches 
were used.

The maid-of-honor was Miss 
Margie Campbell of Dumas, who 
was attired in a blue wool suit. 
She wore a corsage of red elf 
roses.

Herman J. Luette, Sr., served 
his son as best man.

'The bride, escorted to the al­
tar by her father and given in 
marriage by her parents, wore a 
gray wool suit accented by white 
accessories. She carried a 
white Bible topped with a bou­
quet of red elf roses tied with 
white satin streamers. The Bi­
ble was a high school gradua­
tion gift to the bride from a 
friend, Mrs. A. W. Klawetter, of 
Calvert, Texas.

For her daughter’s wedding, 
Mrs. Beall chose a black and 
white pin-checked frock with 
black accessories. Her corsage 
was of red elf roses.

Following the ceremony, a re­
ception was given at the church 
in Fellowship Hall. An ecru 
cutwork cloth over pastel blue, 
belonging to Mrs. W. C. Mar­
tin, covered the serving table 
which was centered with silver 
candelabra bearing five white 
tapers. A beautiful round four 
tier wedding cake, baked and 
decorated by Gorden BeaU. of 
Dalhart, uncle of the bride, 
graced one end of the table, and 
the lovely punch service the oth­
er end. The cake was decorated 
with white icing, with a single 
pink rose with green leaves cov­
ered with a white curved lat­
tice work “awning” at intervals 
around the first tier, five petal 
shaped loops formed a fan, held 
together with a pink rose alter­
nating with bluebirds, decorated 
the second tier. Eight pink 
wedding bells and eight orna­
ments, made of three loops of 

(Continued on Page 6)

Kenneth Kendrick testified at.
U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
hearings held in Continental 
Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri 
Wednesday as a representative 
of the National Association of 
Wheat Growers. Kendrick waa: 
accompanied to Kansas City by 
Jim Taylor, Cone Donelson and 
Earl Riffe.

Hearings were conducted in. 
Chicago Tuesday and in Kansas 
City Wednesday on the advisa-  ̂
bility of changing the gradingr 
standards of wheat.

During the past year Boitr 
Whitlock h£(§ |»ttre4 the IT. 9. 
making investigations and talk­
ing with grain men and all farm , 
organizations s»ice September a  
year ago, and has made recom­
mendations for tightening grain 
standards. He has also che<^- 
ed ports and made certain re­
commendations for considera­
tion.

Recommendations include the 
lowering of the tolerance allow­
ance of 3% of foreign material 
and cutting down moisture con­
tent from 14% to 5%.

Mrs. Crabtree 
On Lions Club 
Program

Mrs. J. E. Crabtree entertain­
ed members of the Stratford 
Lions Club at their meeting at 
the Palace Cafe Monday n ^ it  
with pictures taken when she 
and her husband recently visit­
ed Hawaii.

United'County 
Community 
Survey January 20

A reUgious survey will be made 
of Stratford and Sherman Coun­
ty on Sunday, January 20. Teams, 
from the First Baptist, First 
Christian and First Methodist 
Churches will call at the homea

This survey is being carried 
out for the purpose of locating 
as many people within the com­
munity and county as possible. 
TTie purpose of this survey is to 
get the family name, the num­
ber of people within the family, 
and names as well as local 
church preference.

Every person conducting this 
friendly survey is carrying out 
the work for the purpose of get­
ting better acquainted. An ex­
pression of thanks is given in ad­
vance for the information that 
will be given on every card that 
will be turned in to the church 
that is given as the family pref­
erence.

Sunday, January 13, team cap­
tains from the local churches 
will meet at the Methodist 
Church at 3:00 in the afternoon 
to make plans for the survey 
that will follow on Sunday, 
January 20.

Moisture Friday
Rain followed by snow fell 

Friday morning. Moisture con­
tent has been estimated at one- 
half inch. {Soil moisture pene­
tration has been about four 
inches.
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Town Talk
-  -Mrs. C. E- Willmon and A. C. 
“WlUmon spent New Year’s Day 
 ̂in  Gruver ’Hsiting in the home 
o f Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Taylor. 

-Mrs. Taylor brought her brother 
. :}iome the next day. Other 

:̂-Ruests in the Willmon home that 
-day were Joan, Margaret and

* X3arol Smith. Thursday A. C. 
Willmon left for Castle Air Force

* Base near Merced, California.

Mr. and Mrs. Baskin Brown 
- <and sons were guests in the 

^ l»m e  of Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 
Cummings in Borger Sunday.

J  ■ ----------' ’ '
' Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Mullins 

and children of Oklahoma City, 
Mr. and Mrs. Orval Parrish, Port 
Worth, Texas, visited Mr. and 

i Mrs. G. B. Parrish and Mrs. Bill 
Carr during the holidays.

John Marvin Wilson returned 
to Abilene, Texas Thursday of 
last week to reenter college after 
spending the holidays with his 
mother, Mrs. Marguerite Wilson.

Mis. Glenn Webb-and Mrs. E. 
E. Riggs were visitors in Tex- 
homa Tuesday morning.

1 ■ ■
Mrs. Ruth Green and Fred 

spent last week end visiting 
friends in Denver, Colorado.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Heath, 
Texhoma, were visitOTs Sunday 
in the home of their son-in-law 
and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Sutton and Lynda,

Miss Lavearn Mayhall and

Mrs. Willie Belle Griffith of Am­
arillo visited in Stratford last 
week end. Miss Mayhall was a 
guest in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Meritt Green, and Mrs. 
Griffith visited with her son, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Brannan and 
children. ,,, . i.

Mrs. Charlie (Janet) Bieaston 
and little son. Chuckle, of Can­
yon, who have been visiting in 
the home of her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Garoutte the past 
three weeks, plan to return 
home Saturday.

Mrs. H. B. Naugle and Basil 
had as a guest Sunday night and 
Monday, Mrs. Naugle’s nephew, 
Glenn Fleenor of Amby, Indiana. 
Other guests in the Naugle home 
Monday were Mrs. Naugle’s son- 
in-law and daughter, Mr and 
Mrs. Ed Lavake of Goodwell. 
Mrs. Naugle and Basil and their 
visitors were supper guests in 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Wil­
lis Naugle Monday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Gibbons 
and his sister, Amarllys Gib­
bons, all of Amarillo visited 
their father and other relatives 
in the Dick Diehl home Sunday.

Mrs. Ralph Salesman 
and children left Tuesday for 
their home in Flat Rock, Illinois 
after spending the holidays with 
her mother, Mrs. Ruby Palmer, 
in Stratford, and in the home of 
her sister, Mrs. Charles Hooley

Stratford Abstract Co.
Minnie Laura Jackson, President

Incorporated 1907 — 48 years of Satisfactory Service 
to Sherman. County Land Owners

Let Us Make Your Abstracts
WE SHOW THE RECORDS

OFFICE IN AMERICAN LEGION BCIUIING

IF

Dr. Guy D. Clacton
Optometrist

CLOSED WEDNESDAYS
HOURS 9:00 to 12:00 
HOURS 2:00 to 7:00

4

PHONE 60 DALHART

ABSTRACTS
WE, HAVE A COMPLETE 

ABSTRACT PLANT
Covering All Real Estate In 

Sherman County
We Furnish Quick Efficient Service 

On Short Notice

Sherman County Abstract Co.
Royal Pendleton, Manager Stratford, Texas

Gas-Toons
By

Ed Smith

“Ed, Wasn’t Kiddin’ When 
He Put Up That 
SUPER SERVICE 

SIGN”
We didn’t need a sign to get 

our reputation!

FOR FAST 

STARTING
AND

Dependable

Service
GET AN

A T L A S
BATTERY

We can supply them in 
your choice of 18, 36 and 48 
month guaranteed Atlas Bat­
teries.

Smith Chevron Station
ED SMITH

Phone --------  3381
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and Mr. Hooley in Amarillo.

Bruce Biddy returned to West 
Texas State College at Canyon 
Sunday after spending the holi­
days ydth his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Biddy.

Lynn Hudson returned to Tex­
as Tech at Lubbock Wednesday 
after ;?pending the holidays with 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Eu­
gene Hudson. , '

Stanley Folsom has returned 
to Texas Tech at Lubbock after 
spending the holidays in the 
home of his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Herbert Folsom.

Mrs. Hattie Morgan, Amarillo, 
returned home Saturday after a 
visit in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. E. J. Massie.

LAFF OF THE WEEK

A. L. Cooper, Big Spring, Tex­
as, was here Simday for a visit 
with Mrs. H. J. Cooper, Miss Eve­
lyn Cooper and Mr. and Mrs. F. 
L. Yates.

Dick Diehl attended the live­
stock sale in Texhoma Monday 
and in Amarillo Tuesday.

Sam Lasley, Texhoma, who re­
cently returned home from 
Temple, Texas, was a visitor 
here Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Plunk 
were dental patients in Dalhart 
Saturday.

Eugene Wilson was a business 
visitor in Boise City Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. John Shaw, San 
Diego, California, were holiday 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Baskin 
Brown and Mr. and Mrs. Homer 
Smith.

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Webb and 
daughter, Kay, spent the holi­
days in Floydada, Texas.

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Willmon 
and son, A. C., visited friends in 
Borger, the W. J. Willmon 
family in Borger, and friends in 
Amarillo Sunday, December 30.

Mrs. Don McCamond and baby, 
of Spearman were week end 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Crawford.

Mr. and Mrs. R. A. Wilson, 
Dumas, were guests in the T. D. 
Chisum home Sunday.

Donald Stone left Saturday 
for Fort Hood, Texas after 
spending the holidays with his 
mother, Mrs. Bess Stone.

Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Judd and 
CJheryl and Mrs. Veda Bagwell 
have returned home from spend­
ing the holidays with relatives in 
California.

Mr. -and Mrs. Olin Wharton, 
Tuciuncari, New Mexico visited 
in the Dick Diehl home Thurs­
day of last week.

Mr. and Mrs. John Shaw and 
Mrs. Baskin Brown and sons 
were recent visitors in Enid, Ok­
lahoma.

Kerrick News
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Boren had 

as guests during the Christmas 
holidays, their sons, Charles, 
who left Saturday for Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma, and Homer, who also 
left Saturday. He went to the 
Naval Air Base in Memphis, 
Tennessee.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Elms were 
business visitors in Amarillo 
Monday.

Mr.‘ and Mrs. Stanley Murdock 
and family are back from Ok­
mulgee, Oklahoma, where they 
spent the Christmas holidays 
with Mrs. Murdock’s parents and 
other relatives.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Boren, 
Amarillo, attended the finals of 
the basketball tournament in 
Stratford Saturday night, and 
spent Saturday night and Sun­
day in the home of his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Boren.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Eden and 
Children of Denver, Colorado, 
spent Christmas in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Eden.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Taylor and 
Doug will leave Thursday for 
Tucson and Phoenix, Arizona, to 
attend the horse races in both 
places.

**Looks like year father go t up on the wrong
side of the bed agatai this morning!**

On the sick list are Linda 
Rhea Taylor and Mike McDaniel.

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Harbour 
were Dalhart visitors Tuesday.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred McDaniel 
and children, Mike and Patti, 
spent Christmas with Mrs. Mc­
Daniel’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Myron Leedy, of Jimction City, 
Kansas. Mr. McDaniel return­
ed home, leaving Mrs. McDaniel 
and the children for a longer 
visit. Mr. and Mrs. Leedy 
brought them home Friday, and 
remained for a visit in the Mc­
Daniel home until Monday.

The Kerrick Home Demonstra­
tion Club will meet with Mrs. 
Clyde Harbour Friday, January 
11.

Group Two 
Meets With 
Mrs. John Knifî ht .

Group Two of the Cliristian 
Womens Fellowship of the First 
Christian Church met in the 
home of Mrs. John Knight Jan­
uary 2 with seven members 
present.

Mrs. W. J. Lowe presented the 
lesson which was on Paul and 
his letters.

The devotional was given by 
Mrs. Herbert Folsom.

The February meeting will be 
with Mrs. Arthur Judd with Mrs. 
J. W. Hodges as leader.

The meeting was dismissed 
with the missionary benediction.

Delicious refreshments were 
served by the hostess, " Mrs. 
Knight, to Mrs. W. J. Lowe, Mrs. 
Arthur Judd, Mrs. Herbert Fol­
som, Mrs. R. C. Buckles, Mrs. J. 
R. Pendleton and Mrs. Ruby 
Palmer.

Mrs. Stublefield 
Hostess To 
Group Three

Group Three of the Christian 
Womens Fellowship met in the 
home of Mrs. J. B. Stublefield 
January 2. The meeting was 
opened with Mrs. T. L. Wakefield 
leading in prayer. Mrs. Arthur 
Folsom gave the devotional, us­
ing the scripture, I Timothy 1 to 
5 and 10, “Stir up the gift of 
God which is in you.”

The study of Paul, his life and 
teaching, was given by Mrs. 
Clyde Hill. Five members were 
present, reporting $4.55 in col­
lections, 4 daily devotionals and 
8 books read.

The next meeting will be with 
Mrs. T. L. Wakefield who will 
also be the leader. Mrs. J. B. 
Stublefield will conduct the de­
votional.

The meeting was dismissed by 
the missionary benediction.

Star H. D. Club 
Meets With 
Mrs. Pronger

The Star Home Demonstration 
Club met Monday in the home 
of Mrs. Alfred Pronger with Mrs. 
Tommie L. Wakefield, president.

in charge.
Plans were made to sell super­

dogs, cup cakes and coffee at 
the Fat Stock Show to be held 
in Stratford on January 12.

Mrs. Wakefield appointed the 
following committee chairmen: 
Mrs. Earl Kirkwood, Finance; 
Mrs. Archie Arnold, Yearbook; 
Mrs. Arlyn Haile, E.E.E.; Mrs. 
Hardy Gaylord, Recreation; Mrs. 
Raymond Keener, Citizenship; 
Mrs. Shuler Donelson, 4-H; and 
Mrs. Pruett Adkins, Civil De­
fense.

Eight club goals were adopted: 
1. Have a guest day in club. 2. 
Honor 4-H club boys and girls 
with a tea or banquet. 3. Each 
club member subscribe to the 
Amarillo Daily paper through 
the home demonstration club. 4. 
Club contribute one article to 
Messenger. 5. Have three com­
munity recreation events during 
year. 6. Encourage members 
to participate in chest x-ray. 7. 
Entertain another club. 8. A- 
dopted Junior Cooks 4-H Club 
for 1957.

Miss Leona Miller, Home Dem- 
onstratTon agent, gave an inter­
esting program on “Spring 
Wardrobe Planning.”

Those present were Mesdames 
Raymond Keener, Kenneth 
Borth, Archie Arnold, Tommie L. 
Wakefield, W. R. Scarth, Roscoe 
Dyess, P. J. Pronger, Jr., A1 
Hacker, Alfred Pronger and Miss 
Miller.

'The next meeting will be Jan­
uary 15, at noon in the home of 
Mrs. Kenneth Borth.

Stratford P-TA 
Executive Board 
Meets January 17

The Stratford P-TA Executive 
Board will meet in the school 
administrative office at 9:00 a.
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ALL MAKES OF

Automatic
Washers

PLUMBING
By the Hour or By Contract

Palmer Appliance 

and Service

Ernest Palmer
Day Phone---------------  3386

Night Phone------------  4046

m. Thursday, January 17.

The seven seas are the North

Atlantic, South Atlantic, North 
Pacific, South Pacific, Arctic, 
Antarctic and Indian Oceans.

2 and 3 Inch CHISELS 
4, 5 and 6 inch Beaver Tail Shovels

Guaranteed! IF YOU BREAK THEM! ,
We Replace Them

Van B. Boston
YOU ARE INVITED TO

John’s §torî
(FORMERLY KNIGHT’S STORE)

IN CONLEN

All Kinds of Short Orders
SERVED IN LUNCH BAR

CURIOS —  FIREWORKS 
PHILLIPS 66 GASOLINE 

And OILS
COME OUT AND DINE WITH US

J O H N ’ S S T O R E
JOHN HANEY, MANAGER

On N orge
J i£

W5 D5

NORGE
WASHER
$269-95

No Money Down

NORGE
DRYER

36 Months To Pay
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The Elk
FUTURE HOMEMAKERS 

NEWS
(By Wilma Jean Sneed)

The Future Homemakers of 
.ratford High School met at 
leir usual meeting time, De- 
^mber 20, in the Homemaking 
epartment.
Wilma Jean Sneed, Club Presi- 

.ent, opened the meeting. The 
’reed and purposes of the Club 
/ere given by officers. The 
Jhristmas theme was carried 
-ut in the decorations and pro­
ram. Christmas arrangements 
'ere made by the Freshmen 
fls. Gay Plunk, daughter of 
r. and Mrs. Lester Plunk, 
eated a very attractive ar- 
mgement, Jessie Riggs, daugh- 
r of Mr. and Mrs. EVerett 
ggs, made an arrangement 
itable for a table centerpiece, 
d Gay Judd, daughter of Mr. 

id Mrs. Arthur Judd, made a 
)autiful centerpiece, using 
’eenery, cotton burrs, yucca, 
id corn, sprayed with gold 
aint.
Ann Caraway introduced our 

special guest, Mrs. Dick Wool- 
sey, who demonstrated CThrist- 
mas gift wrapping. She offer­
ed the girls many helpful sug- 
guestions. Mrs. Woolsey show­
ed the girls how to make many 
beautiful bows and flowers.

Mrs. Roy Strother, Club Spon­
sor, reports the girls enjoyed the 
ideas and help that. Mrs. Wool- 
sejr presented.

Our next meeting will be the 
third Thursday in January.

NEW STUDENTS
(By Wilma Jean Sneed)

Stratford High School is very 
hrtunate to have four new stu- 
ents. Larry Maddux came to 
5 from Keyes, Oklahoma. He is 
very good student, and the 
•phomores welcome him to 
\eir class. We have two new 
eshmen students, Barbara Ma- 

erry and (Turtis Teel, Curtis 
ame to us from Odessa, and 
■arbara came from Colorado.

The Junior class had a new 
student, Deloris Moore, for ele­
ven days, but she moved on to 
Dumas. We regret to loose her, 
but hope that she enjoys her 
stay in Dumas.

BOOKKEEPING NEWS
(By Carolyn Folsom)

The Business Quotum Club 
held its Christmas meeting at 
Mrs. Musick’s apartment. Geral­
dine Clements presided at the 
short business sessisn. Jessie 
Davis gave a report on the meet­
ing of December 10, with the 
Dumas B.BXi.A. We discussed 
whether to start a B.B.L.A. 
Chapter. It was decided that 
the decision be deferred until the 
first meeting of the second se­
mester, so that we could look 
into the requirements of the 
club a little more. George 
Harding, program chairman, in­
troduced our speakers, Ernes­
tine Palmer and Mr. O. L. Mc- 
Minn. Ernestine told us about 
the school that she had been at­
tending in Omaha. She show­
ed us some teletype tape, and 
also a picture of her class. 
She urged us to take advantage 
of our typing courses. Mr. Mc- 
Minn spoke to us on “Seizing 
your every opportunity while in 
High School.” In his usual 
manner he urged us to make 
the most of our high school 
days so that in the future we 
would be equipped with the 
tools for taking care of our­
selves not only economically, 
but otherwise. The summation 
of his thoughts were, “Give to 
the world the best you have, 
and the best will come back to 
you.” The club members really 
appreciated the two speakers 
contribution to our meeting. The 
refreshment table was colorful 
with a large green bowl of 
fruit and purple grapes. White 
candles in cut-glass holders 
stood at each side of the fruit. 
A small snowy Christmas tree 
adorned a side table. Green

popcorn balls, candy, nuts, red 
and green “pop” was served, by 
the committee, Virginia Plunk, 
Gradene Parvin, and Larry Her­
ald. Elliott Crabtree was “San­
ta Claus.” Special guests besides 
our Civic Sponsor, Mrs. Biddy, 
were Mrs. H. T. Galloway and 
Mrs. Wendell Flores. (This news 
was misplaced. My apologies to 
all for it being late.)

SEMESTER EXAMS
(By Carolyn Folsom)

The 14th and 15th of Jan­
uary semester exams will be 
taken by our Stratford students. 
However the exemptions have 
not been forgotten. The stu­
dents have not yet been noti­
fied whether or not they are 
exempt and from which classes, 
but if a student is exempt from 
all subjects, he or she will not 
have to attend school on semes­
ter exam days. For the classes 
you are not exempt from, you 
must take the tests, but only 
have to be in school during that 
respective class. All students 
are very appreciative of this ef­
fort, of the faculty and for the 
most part have been trying
very-hard to be exempt. If a 
person is to be exempt from 
semester exams, he or she must 
have at least a 90 average in the 
class thus far in the school
year, not more than 3 excused 
absences, and not any unexcus­
ed absences.

THE NEW YEAR
(By Carolyn Folsom)

Again another year has pass­
ed, and I am sure we have heard 
someone say “My how time 
flys.” Indeed, time does fly 
and it is a very precious thing 
to most all of us. As we now 
enter into the new year of 1957, 
we will never again see the year 
1956 in real life, or have a 
chance to relive that year. I 
am sure each of us has done 
things that we would like to

change, but we will never have 
the chance to change them in 
the year 1956 again. That time 
is gone forever. However, we 
do have, now, before each of 
us, an opportunity we have 
never had before and will never 
have again. A chance to start 
living like we would really like 
to live. Start building oiu: 
lives so as to be prepared to 
meet anything that might come 
our way. Not one of us has the 
promise of one minute from 
now, one day from now, or the 
promise that we wiil be able to 
go to that party we promised a 
friend we would attend with 
him. We make statements ev­
eryday, such as: “I will be see­
ing you tomorrow,” but when we 
stop to think, we may not see 
that friend tomorrow, he may 
be among the people of another 
world, or we might be the same 
We must not worry about this 
however, because it is inevitable 
that each one must leave his 
present form, so it would only 
be to shorten our life, or make 
it more uncomfortable to wor­
ry about things you can do 
nothing about. However, ev­
ery day we are preparing our­
selves for something, but let 
each stop to examine just exact­
ly what we are preparing, for, we 
might like to change our path 
somewhat. This is a new year, 
let’s make it the most wonder­
ful!

MYSTERY GIRL
(By Alma Casey)

The Mystery Girl last week 
was Sue Flores. This week our 
mystery girl is a member of the 
junior class. His favorites are: 
favorite food, fried chicken; 
favorite drink, coke; favorite ac­
tor, James Deanr favorite ac­
tress, Debbie Reynolds; favorite 
subject, history; favorite teach­
er, Mr. Bateman. She has hazel 
eyes and blond hair. She is five 
feet three and one-half inches 
tall, and weighs one hundred 
and eighteen pounds. Her fa­
vorite sport is football. Her pet 
peeve is “Stuck up people,” and 
her ambition is to be a nurse. 
Her hobby is reading books.

MYSTERY BOY
(By Alma Casey)

Last week our mystery ooy
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was Butch Cates. This week 
our mystery boy is a junior. His 
favorites are: favorite sport, 
football; favorite food, chicken; 
favorite drink, coke; favorite ac­
tor, Burt Lancaster; favorite 
actress, Kim Novak; favorite 
teacher, Bilbrey; favorite sub­
ject, shop. His hobby is loafing. 
He is five feet five and one-half 
inches tall and weighs one hun­
dred and thirteen pounds. He 
has no ambition, his pet peeve 
is “Stuck up people.” His eyes 
are hazel and his hair is black.

THIRD GRADE NEWS
(By Darla Galloway)

Mrs. Lasley brought the tree 
for our room on Monday after­
noon and put it up for us. Each 
one brought a decoration and 
put it on the tree. Vickie El­
lison made the silver star for 
the top of the tree.

Several mothers helped with 
the party on Friday. Mrs. 
Hester read stories and played 
Christmas music on the record 
player. Mrs. Hester brought the 
ice cream, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. 
Wells, Mrs. Plunk and  ̂ Mrs. 
Stephenson made cookies for 
the party. For favors each one 
received a Santa Claus candle. 
The room mothers at the party 
were Mrs. Lasley, Mrs. McRae, 
and Mrs. Haile. Mrs. Hester, 
Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. 
Stephenson, Mrs. Upchurch, 
were the other mothers at the 
party. Some little brothers and 
sisters were also present. All 
were present except Dick Diehl. 
He was sick and had to miss the 
party. All had a good time and 
wish to thank the mothers who 
made the party such a success. 
This news comes from Miss Bal­
linger’s third grade room.

fourth quarter Texhoma began 
to score again, but we managed 
to stay ahead. The final score 
was 54-47. Carolyn Folsom was 
high point with 24 points, and 
Linda Riffe followed with 17 
points. For Texhoma, Martha 
Hook scored 24 points and 
Knight followed with 17 points.

As you know, we had a tourna­
ment this past week end. Al­
though we didn’t win the first 
place trophy we feel that we 
have gained from this tourna­
ment. I will give you tjhe 
scores of the games during the

tournament and the high p(â |̂t̂ ‘̂  
ones. Our first game on Jao« 
uary 3 was with Morse. We out̂ *- 
scored them by a score of 5(>-38i.- 
Mary Janice Boren was high, 
point with fourteen points. Fol­
som and Riffe tied with I t  
points.

January 4, we played Claudflt 
This game was tied at the eiwi 
with 50-50. We had to plajt. 
two overtimes, and Claude fiix-» 
ally won by a score of 54-53; 
Mary Janice Boren was 
point with 27 points. ^

(Continued on Page 4) '
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GIRLS SPORTS
(By Darla Galloway)

January 2 the Texhoma team 
visited us. It was a pretty good 
game although we have played 
better ball. The first quarter 
was close and we ended up on 
the top by a score of 13-12. 
During the second and third 
quarters we gradually began 
pulling ahead. At the end of 
the third quarter the score stood 
at 43-36. However, in the

BETTER SERVICE
THIS IS THE PLACE TO COME

Midway Service Station
J. L. ADAMS

“ Marry Me and Fll Take You to The

P A U C E  CAFE
Eyery Week’^

Southern Fried Chicken
Even newlyweds can afford the wonderful Fried 

Chicken at the Palace. You will get the best chicken ever 
cooked with French Fries, Coffee and wonderful home 
cooked pies, at moderate prices.

PALACE CAFE
(Member Texas and National Restaurant Association)

BANK’S OFFICIAL STA'TEIVIENT OF FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE

The First State 
Bank of Stratford
at Stratford, Texas at the close of business on the 31 day of December, 1956, pur­
suant to call made by the Banking Commissioner of Texas in accordance with 
the Banking Laws of this State.

Resources
Loans and discounts, including overdrafts .............................................  1,692,960.74

(After deduction of $52,859.58 valuation allowance or bad debt reserve)
Other bonds, notes, and debentures ............................................................ 920,000.00
Cash, balance due from other banks, including reserve balances, 

and cash items in process of collection (including
exchanges for clearing house) .................................... .̂..................  1,867,929.20

Banking house, or leasehold improvements ...............................................  10,125.00
Furniture, fixtures and equipment ...............................................................  13,866.70
Other assets ........................................................ .................. ...........................  12,589.57

TOTAL RESOURCES ............................................................................ 4,517,471.21

Liabilities And Capital Accounts
Common Capital Stock .................................................................................  200,000.00
Surplus: Certified $50,000.00, Not Certified $..........................................    50,000.00
Undivided profits .......................................... 174,909.33
Demand deposits of individuals, partnerships, and corporations ........  3,534,602.56
Time deposits of individuals, partnerships, and

corporations ...............................................................................................  40,304.80
Public funds (Incl. U. S. Govt., states and political

subdivisions) ...........................................   517,654.52
Total ^1 deposits $4,092,561.88

Total Liabilities and Capital Accounts ....................................................  4,517,471.21

STATE OF 'TEXAS ,
COUN'TY OF SHERMAN

I. O. H. Oquin, being Cashier of the above named bank, do solemnly swear 
that the foregoing statement of condition is true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief.

O. H. OQUIN
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7 day of January 1957..

(Seal) ZOLA BRANNAN
Notary Public, Sherman County, Texas 

Correct—Attest — EARL RIFFE, H. M. FLORES, W. N. PRICE, Directors.
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STORY NO. 6

Duval Plunderbund Plucked $7,187 
From Benavides Schools in One Day

By-FREDERICK HODGSON
SAN DIEGO, T E X .-6nc of the' 

Federal . Govemmenfis expertis 
working on the sticky, ̂ finaneial 
morass that is Duval ^ u n t y  fig­
ures the cost o f operating a 'p6u&- 
ical machine such as this at about 
Ol,000;000 a year. .

This* doesn’t include what goes 
into t h e  pockets b f lebaeib- 
through big "deals”  which bther-t 
wise wouldn’t have been possible. 
John Ben Shepperd has estimated 
A e  total o f "money diverted from 
intended, lawful purposes’* in 
Duval County has been four <Jr 
five million dollars a year for the 
past ten years.

That’s a lot o f money even for 
Texas where millionaires are sup­
posed to hide behind every hui-’ 
sache bush.

Political machines fall apart 
when something interferes with; 
the free flow of cash. Attorney 
General John Ben Shepperd and 
District Attorney. Sam Burris 
have turned off the faucet in Du­
val.

Donato Serna, a determined lit­
tle Latin-American who can spot 
a crooked ledger a mile away, 
now sits in the Courthouse at San 
Diego as County Auditor. Serna 
doesn’t like George B. Parr one 
little bit. And for good reason. 
Parr once gave him a thorough 
going over with a five-cell flash­
light, a beating so severe that 
one of Parr’s then deputy sheriffs, 
Manuel Amaya, was forced to in­
tervene and disarm the Boss.

"Our County is not in a very 
good financial condition,”  says 
Serna.

Only one county in Texas has 
a higher tax rate than Duval. 
'The County, with a population in 
the neighborhood of 12,000, has a 
bonded indebtedness o f ^3,113,0di) 
and a $2.55 tax rate.

'The adjoining county, Webb, an­
other political hot spot, has a 
$2.65 rate.

In contrast, Val Verde County 
has a 58 cent rate. Perhaps the 
avenging shade o f Judge Roy 
Bean, “ the law West o f the 
Pecos,”  who held court in a Val 
Verde saloon, keeps sticky fingers 
out of the public till. There’s 
nothing like a little fancy em­
bezzlement to shoot a tax rate 
sky high.

Beside my typewriter are two 
documents, Donato Serna's cur­
rent annual report on Duval 
County finances and an affidavit 
signed by Diego Heras, former 
acting secretary to the board o f 
trustees of the Benavides Inde- 
perJdent School District.

The two documents complement 
each other perfectly, the latter 
providing a good picture of the 
financial shenanigans responsible 
for the “ not very good financial 
condition” of the County of Du­
val.

7n just one day, October 19, 
1950, nimble fingers lifted $7,-

187.80 from the school district 
treasury.

The chubby Mr, Heras lists 101 
checks 'made out to fictitious 
names, the whole batch amounting 
,to $67,414.17. His affidavit makes 
'interesting reading.

" I  know George B. Parr o f 
Sail Diego, Duyad County,”  Mr. 
Heras swoi;e. "Although he has 
‘dominated the Board o f Trustees 
for many years, and has taken it 
upon 'himself to countersi^ all 
vouchers issued by the District, 
Mr. Parr has never within my 
knowledge been an employee of 
Benavides Independent School 
District W, M. Benson o f San 
Diego, who keeps Mr. Parr’s 
books, and who offices in Mr. 
Parr’s office across from the 
Courthouse in San Diego, has 
served as ‘auditor’ for said Bena­
vides School District for many 
years.

“ B. W. Milligan is Superintend­
ent o f Schools in the Benavides 
Independent School District, and 
W. F. Reed is Principal of the 
Freer Schools in said Benavides 
District. During the years I 
worked for the Benavides Dis­
trict the method o f handling 
Teacher Retirement moneys was 
to make up the teacher contribu­
tion lists from the payrolls, and 
then to issue vouchers against 
the School District to Mr. Milli­
gan or Mr. Reed for the amount 
o f the Teachers’ contributions. 
These men in turn were to pur­
chase cashier’s checks to be re­
mitted to Teachers Retirement 
System.

"I have carefully examined an­
nual report o f School Funds to 
Texas Education Agency submit­
ted by Benavides Independent 
School District for the year end* 
ing August 31, 1950, and have 
also examined a like report sub­
mitted for the year ending A u ^ st 
81, 1951. These reports were pre­
pared and submitted by the Texas 
State Bank of Alice, the deposi­
tory for Benavides Independent 
School District. In these reports 
I have found many irregularities. 
On Exhibit A to this affidavit, I 
have listed a number of vouchers 
issued by Benavides Independent 
School District to fictitious per­
sons. The persons so listed as fic­
titious are actually fictitious, nev­
er existed, and of course never 
performed the services for which 
the vouchers purportedly were 
drawn. Many o f these vouchers 
were issued at the express direc­
tion of W. M. Benson. At times I 
would deliver the vouchers to Mr. 
Parr or Mr. Benson. At other 
times, I would present them at the 
depository bank, where I would 
be handed an envelope containing 
money. This envelope would then 
be delivered to Mr. Parr or Mr. 
Benson.

“ On Exhibit B to this affidavit,
I have listed another group of 
vouchers which were issued in 
the same manner and under the

same direction, to actual persons. 
However, none o f these listed 
persons who are payees in the 
listed vouchers ever performed 
the services for which the vouch­
ers were purportedly issued, and 
these persons did not receive such 
vouchers.^ Such vouchers were 
handled in th e . same manner as 
those issued to fictitious persons.

"On Exhibit C to this affidavit, 
I have listed ano^er group of 
vouchers which were issued, in the 
same manner and under the same 
direction, to actual peteons. How­
ever, none of these listed persons 
who are payees in the list^ 
vouchers ever worked for said 
Benavides District...”

There you have it. And this 
sort of thing has been going on 
in Duval County for half a ceh- 
tury.

'The Diego Heras affidavit tells 
but a small part o f the story o f 
how the plunderbund operated in 
one school district during one 
short period o f time. More o f the 
Benavides story can be found in 
the transcript o f the trial o f D. 
C. Chapa, tax assessor and collec­
tor for the district. Chapa is now 
free on bail pending a hearing on 
his appeal from a five year prison 
sentence.

Equally enlightening facts can 
be seen in the official transcript 
o f the trial o f B. F. Donald, for­
mer cashier o f one o f Parr’s 
banks put out o f business by 
Shepperd in 1955. Donald, too, 
recently was given a five year 
pribon sentence for conspiracy to 
steal Benavides school funds.

It is no wonder that evidence- 
destrosdng bonfires blazed like a 
Fourth o f July celebration all 
over Duval County when Attorney 
General Shepperd arrived on the 
scene with a small army o f as­
sistants, including State Auditor 
C. H. Cavness. County records 
vanished in ail directions.

A political boss on plunder bent 
must have a machine so well 
armored that no dent can be made 
in it. But machines grow old and 
rusty and the engineers some­
times get careless. This happened 
in Duval. Some of the thick rust 
crust flaked off, revealing the 
bright metal of loot beneath. It 
is no wonder that the Parr ma­
chine fought with every legal, 
and semi-legal, weapon at its com­
mand to keep an honest auditor 
out of the Courthouse in San 
Diego. It took the full power of 
the State of Texas thirteen 
months to put Donato Serna into 
office in Duval.

The result, according to Attor­
ney General John Ben Shepperd, 
is the first honest audit of Duval 
books in more than half a cen­
tury. And, to quote Shepperd, 
“ Nobody can steal anything else 
in the county without getting 
caught.”

George B. Pair’s two banks, one 
in San Diego and the other, the 
Texas State Bank in Alice, Jim 
Wells County—the bank men­
tioned by Diego Heras as the 
depository for funds of the Bena­
vides School District—are both 
out of business, “ In Liquidation” 
signs posted on the windows.

TOP AIR AWARD . . . Vice Pres. Nixon presents air force chief- 
of-staff Gen. Nathan 'Twining and Pres. Wm. M. Allen of Boeing 
Aircraft Co. with twin Collier trophies for B-52 stratofortress.

SOME MAW! . . . Pete, Bronx 
zoo hippo, shows displeasure as 
photographer invades his quar­
ters to snap his picture.

4-H  Members Back the Attack on Highway Deaths

TOP WINNERS IN THE 4-H FARM AND HOME SAFETY PROGRAM use a baUeiing ram to 
dramatize the decision of the two million 4-H members to smash the barricade of 42,000 fata! 
accidents which annually blocks safe motoring on America’s highways. Urging them to "Back the 
Attack”  is A. G. De Lorenzo (right). Public Relations Director of General Motors, awards donor 
for the nation-wide safety program. Each of these national winners received $300 college scholar­
ships from GM, In addition, they and the other 42 state winners received all-expense trips to the 
35th National 4-H Club Congress in Chicago from General Motors. Left to right are: LoRetta 
Hales, Spanish Fork, Utah; Richard Parsons, Parsonsburg, Md., Anita Mae Wenger, Powhattan 
Kansas; Marjorie Rauwerdink, Sheboygan Falls, Wis.; Ella Lou Hembree, Braman. Okla.; Rich­
ard JMitchell, Denver, Colo., and Clyde Templeton, Olin, N. C.

THE ELK
(Continued from Page 3) 

January 5, we met Texline. 
The score at the end of the 
game was 44-52. Linda Riffe 
was high point with 24 points.

WHAT IS IT?
The word this week is YAK. 

A poll of the high school stu­
dents was taken and here are 
some of their answers. Glenda,

a man from Mars; Dorene,
something to eat; Jessie D, an 
animal; Ann B, a foreign bird; 
Sharon H, what is learned in 
English; Joyce, someone who 
talks; Patty Emerson, boys; 
Betty N, a bug; Carol B, color of 
Elaine Crabtree’s eyes; Grade, 
a cool cat; Nancy, Mary Gay 
Judd; Mr. Mercer, a slang ex­
pression of someone talking;
Jessie R, a goat; Patsy, What 
Mr. Wade did whbn he got mad; 
Joyce Horn, a ring; Lance, a 
new species of girls.

CROSSWORD
r r i a
14

27

36

40

45

50

58

66

28

59

29

60

24

54

2)

46

IS

18

42

51

67

74

25

47

22

31

26

68

PUZZLE
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62

23

48

19

44

57

69

72

75

12

33

63

34

64

48

35

65

PUZZLE No. 428
ACROSS 

I Young horse 
S Ocean shore­

line
10 Angers
14 Tune
15 Command
16 Kind of tide
17 To lease18 Din

>19 Container 
for flowers

20 Folds
22 Pottered 

fruitlessly
24 Regretted
26 Summer drinks

> 27 Fabulous bird
30 Kind of 

cheese
32 Bird dog
36 BniUre
37 Levels
39 Depart
40 Blood vessel
42 Public store­

house
44 Colorless
45 Overhanging 

roof edges
417 Mine escava- tlon
49 Kind of fish50 Moves fur­

tively
52 Period o f ' 

time (tfl.)53 Seine

54 Indian tent (var.)
56 Melody
58 Avoiding
62 Dormice66 Wan
67 Lift
69 Unruly 

outbreak70 God of war
71 Bar of past 

metaJ72 Italian, commune
73 Headland
74 Tries out
75 Profouhd

DOWN
1 Fish
2 Russian city
3 Cord .4 Mongol
5 Husband
6 Gold in South 

Americein 
countries

7 Mine entrance
8 Genus of 

clearwing moths
9 Inclination*

10 Laid out 
money to se­
cure an income

11 R aise
12 Alleviate
13 Went fast
21 Tunnel for

undergroimtfrailroad

23 Part of ship
25 Follows eat­

ing regimen
27 Rants
28 City in New 

York
29 British gen­eral and 

statesman31 .Growing out33 Kuropean 
siskin34 Fliide

35 Wager again
38 Frolic41 Tidiness
43 Shoulder 

ornaments

46 Epidermis
48 Anglo-Saxon 

slave
51 Ardor
55 Fatuous57 Made mistake
58. R e ^ h  across59 Rabbit .
60 Trees yield­

ing caucho31 Ships boat 
(pi.)63 River of 
France64 To carry65 Walk

w  Dunkard
Answer to Pnssle No. 427

L A c s T 0 A 7 '8 A 7 A 7
0 L A c 0 A R 8 E 7 J r r
9 A R c A T A 1 s, A R E 7

T 0 t 8 li E. ? 1 R 7
t f t ■5 A 6

i c R N f
f V A 8 U Pf fl aI I r T
7 u R A L 0 R 1 8 0 A L A
s e 1 T f f N T M
E 8 S E 0 e 8 1 A T G A

L i; 8 8 8 T A 1 H £ £
£ 1 1 8 T E R E N T E
H A R E A R E S C E L T 8
1 T R T 1 8 8 U E E A N
N C S S E N T E R 8 K A Y

The answer is: it is a wild ox 
of Asia.

HOMEMAKING NEWS
(By Betty Bradley)

The FHJl. girls were very 
busy besides having fun at the 
Stratford tournament. All of 
them except the girls on the 
team worked at least 4 hours in 
the school cafeteria. Many 
worked longer. The Homemak­
ing n  girls baked most of the 
cakes sold.

We would like to thank the 
mothers for donating food and 
helping to make it a success. We 
certainly appreciate the help of 
Mr. Peach Smith, Mrs. Charles 
Cameron, Mrs. Ernestine Hay­
worth, Mrs. Lee R. Mustek, Mrs. 
Goldie Corley, Mrs. Pauline 
Teague, and Mrs. Ottinger at the 
cash register. Most of All, we 
want to thank the people for 
making this tournament a suc­
cess.

At the present time, we do 
not know the exact amount of

profit we made. This money 
will be used to buy a new sew­
ing machine.

CAFETERIA MENU
(By Betty Bradley)

Monday — Tuna fish casser­
ole, English peas, whole kemal 
corn, tossed salad, rolls, butter, 
cherry cobbler, milk.

Tuesday — lim a beans, toma­
toes, ham casserole, mixed 
greens, strawberry jello, fn iit  
cocktail, rolls, butter, chocolate 
pudding, milk.

Wednesday — Pinto beans, 
pork, spinach, beets, cabbage, 
apple, marshmallow salad, cdrti 
bread, butter, 'chocolate csike, 
milk.

Thursday — 'Turkey, dressihg, 
giblet gravy, green beans, cran­
berry salad, rolls, butter, pear- 
nut cookies, milk.

Friday — Meat balls, spaghet­
ti, mashed potatoes, beans, car­
rot raisin salad, rolls, butter, ap­
ple cobbler, milk.

(Continued on Page 6)

Engine
Tune-Ups
Engines start faster after weVe 

cleaned and spaced, or replaced your 
Spark Plugs. Adjusting the breaker 
points and setting the ignition timing ' 
requires only a small additional charge 
—  and gives you a dependable motor 
for cold weather driving.

T.O.C. Motor Co.

A G o e n i ;  o n  !

GOLDEN ROCKET 38 HOLIDAY COUPE

BE OUR GUEST . , . TAKE A ROCKET TEST! Step inside and get the excit­
ing feel of this new Oldsmohile. Settle hack in the luxurious Tech- 
Style Interior and take a look around. You’ll see Oldsmohile’s smart 
Accent Stripe highlighting the inside motif too . . .  dramatic new design 
everyivhere! Come in! Guest-drive a new Golden Rocket 88, soon!

See for Yourself!

S E E  T H E  G O L D E N  R O C K E T  8 8  
. . .L o w es t -P r ic e d  Rocket Engine Car!
It costs much less than you’d ever guess to step up to the 
value of an Olds! You get big-car benefits at surprisingly 
small cost in Oldsmobile’s beautiful new Golden Rocket 88! 
And you get a stunning new low-level look that gives you 
big-car prestige and smart Modern Accent Stybng. What’s 
more, you’ll have the dynamic performance of the great new 
Rocket T-400 Engine* . . . the luxuriously smooth riding 
qualities of Oldsmobile’s new Wide-Stance Chassis . . .  all 
of 1957’s most advanced engineering features! So come in, 
look around, and drive a Golden Rocket 88—now!

*277-h.p. Rocket T-400 Engine standard on all m odels; special Rocket 
Engine, with up to 312 h.p., availab le  at extra cost.

YOU’RE ALWAYS WELCOME AT YOUR OLDSMOBILE QUALITY DEALER’S!

Sloan Implement Co.
AN OLDS TV DOUBLE FEATURE!

JERRY LEWIS, IN HIS HOUR-LONG "SOLO” RETU’?N TO TV! P L U S ...  
ERNIE KOVAGS, WITH A HALF-HOUR OF COMEDY • SAT., JAN. 19 • NBC-TVI
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/ Council 
eting Held 

iday
he Home Demonstration 
jacil met Friday in the Hcnne 

' nonstration Club room.'^ The 
eting was called to order by 
• chairman, -Mrs. C. W. Wells.

Home Demonstration Agent 
/e some information as to the 

dj^)ose o f council, the Home 
•Omonstration Agent and the 
v.ties of the officers and stand- 
Cg committees, also the duties 
o vhe club presidents to coun- 
:g and the duties of .a delegate 
w the club. The chairman an> 
gr nced the appointment of the 
M’ Tman of the standing com­
er tees. They are as follows: 
rSiance, Mrs.-Kenneth Pickens; 
te:', Mrs. Everett Riggs, Citizen- 
Ri?», Mrs. Gladys Kirkwood; E, 
su:i., Mrs. Harold Bennett;
anrbook, Mrs. Martha Ellison, 
ar 1 .Defense, -Recreation, .and, 
b« ilth and Safety have not been, 
grsd as yet. The Gonstitution 
a ij also readQpted. 
p= leven members and one 

3st were,present. They were: 
.fjTS. C. W. Wells, Chairman, Mrs. 
iiggs, Secretary, Mrs. .Martha 
mison,Mrs. Gordie Ferrell, Mrs. 
floy Schafer, Mrs. R. W. Scarth, 
Mrs. Kenneth Pickens, Mrs. Ar­
chie Arnold and the Home 
demonstration Agent, Miss 
ieona Miller.

FAX-MAN 
SAM SEZ:

The tax folks spend a lot of 
me sending back income tax 
.‘turns that :Papa signs .and 
>rgets to have Mama sign. .'If 

1 .e return is u joint return, :Pa- 
d ?and -Mama are both respon- 
Ui'le and both have to sign, 
a 3pare your tax return and 
seth sign it, if it is a joint re- 
thn, now. It may be to your 
fr rantage to file early, 
b ------- --------------------- ------------------

TEXAS
AGRICULTURE 
IN REVIEW

A backward glance at the 1956 
crop .year Ueveals .no startling 
new facts to Texas fariners but 
should give high-level farm pol­
icy  planners some cause for so­
ber reflection.- Something went 
haywire somewhere.

Drouth, lack of irrigation wa­
ter, decline in farm prices, 
higher production costs, these 
and other factors contributed 
to the decline in farm income. 
Yet, we :had bumper crops in 
several commodities that coun­
terbalanced severe crop failures 
in others.

Total value of principal crops 
in Texas was placed at 1.1 billion 
dollars in 1956. This is 9 per­
cent below both -last year and 
the 10-year average. Cotton 
was the most important crop 
and 'contributed more cash 
value than all other crops com­
bined.

Tile :cbm crop was the shortest 
since 11873 vdth 27;465,000 bush­
els. -Responsible factors were 
the smallest -harvested acreage 
in 81 years and a low yield of 15 
bushels per acre compared with 
the ilO^year average of 17.6 
bushels.

Wheat production totaled 26.4 
million bushels, .nearly double 
the 1955 short crop but only a- 
bout half the 10-year average. 
Although most of the acres were 
lost -to-drouth, the average yield 
on land that escaped its full 
effects was 12.5 bushels or near­
ly 2.bushels above average.

The fourth largest sorghum 
grain record was established at 
124.2 million bushels. Yield 
per acre at 26 bushels exceeded 
the. previous record by two bush­
els. Irrigation made the dif­
ference here.

About 3,610,000 bales of cotton 
were estimated for the state but 
the final figure is not yet com­
pleted. .A yield of 278 pounds

Want Ads
iAxinouncement

I STRATFORD LODGE 874
Y. W. Foreman, W.M.

 ̂ -O. H. Ingham, Secy.
STATED COMMUNICATION 

Third Thursday Every Month 
7:00 P. M.

WantM
WANTED: Lady to work in 

-•aundiy. Contact John Haney, 
?hQne 4271. 1-tfc

For Rent
FOR RENT: Two bedroom un- 

umished house. — Mrs. Pruett 
idkins, Phone 4391. 48-tfc

FOB RENT: Three bedroom 
borne, 403 North Pearl, contact 
John Haney, Phone 4271. 1-tfc

FOR RENT: Furnished mod­
em apartment, Phone 2941 or 
>ee Mrs. K  Hill, 7th and Maple.

44-tfc
FOR RENT: 3-room modem 
ouse, enclosed back porch, bills 
id. See Marguerite Wilson, 
lone 2491. 44-tfo

For Sale
FOR SALE: HOUSE, 3,000 

square feet; two bedrooms and 
bath on second floor, living and 
dining area, kitchen, utility 
room, den and half bath on 
ground floor. Full size base­
ment, garage attached. See R. 
G. Gillis, or phone 4536. 10-tfc

NEW MODEL MAYTAG Auto­
matic Washer $219.00 and your 
old washer. —  Woolsey Appli­
ances. 2-tfc

ENSILAGE for sale, :See Arthur 
nr Frank Judd. 1-tfc

FOR SALE: Modern Furnish­
ed Ho-use and Modern unfur­
nished House. Call Marguerite 
Whscai, Phone 2491. 44-tfc

FOR SALE: 1948 Massey-Har- 
lis model 44 Row Crop Tractor, 
LP gas equipped, 4 row lister 
and planter; 1949 John Deere 
Model G Tr^tor, LP gas equip­
ped, 4 row lister and planter, 
good; 1948 John Deere Model G 
Tractor with 4 row lister and 
planter, completely overhauled; 
John Deere 114A Roughage 
Mill, practically new. — Sher­
man Implement Co. 47-tfc

FOR SALE: Used Westing- 
house Washer and Living Room 
Suite. See the new Speed King 
Automatic Washer. — McMahen 
Furniture Co. 47-tfc

per acre was extremely good 
but the record high yields per 
acre in irrigated districts were 
contrasted with very low yields 
on most dryland acreage. A- 
long the coast, crops were har­
vested ahead of the drouth, al­
though excellent early season 
prospects were not realized in 
that area.' >

Farmer production costs rose 
3 percent in 1956 and are head­
ing still higher in 1957, accord­
ing to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Everything > the 
farmer buys and pays in the way 
of farm e3q)ences is up above 
the 1947-49 average, except those 
things he buys from other farm­
ers, seed, feed and feeder live­
stock. Interest and taxes are 
up more than any other farm 
production costs.

The bright hope for Texas 
farmers is that 1957 will bring 
an end to the 7-year drouth. 
This one factor, more than any 
other, would help put Texas 
agriculture closer in balance 
with the national economy.

New ArHvais
Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Chisum, 

Amarillo, are parents of a seven 
pound son, Michael Richard, 
who was born at 2 :00 a, m, Mon­
day in Northwest Texas Hospital 
in Amarillo. Mr. and Mrs. 
Chisum also have a daughter, 
Anita Louise, who is 16 months 
old. The paternal grandpar­
ents, Mr. and Mrs. T. D. Chisum 
went to Amarillo Monday to he 
with the family a few days. The 
maternal grant^arents are Mr. 
and Mrs. G. A. Dietz of Happy, 
Texas. Mrs. T. J. Chisum, San 
Jon, New Mexico, is the paternal 
great grandmother.

Mr. and Mrs. Carroll Reed of 
Lubbock, became parents of a 
son, Lawrence Glenn, Thursday 
of last week. L ^rence Glenn, 
who was born in a Lubbock Hos­
pital, weighed four pounds three 
ounces. His grand parents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Graydon Gamble 
and Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Reed. 
Mrs. Gamble has been in Lub­
bock with her daughter and 
family this week.

Connie Sue Malone arrived in 
Dumas Memorial Hospital Fri­
day at 4:55 a. m. to make her 
home with Mr. and I^s. Bill Ma­
lone. The little lady weighed 
six pounds 12 ounces. Grand­
parents are Mr. and Mrs. D. E. 
Malone and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Moore. Paternal great grand­
parents are Mr. and Mrs. C. M. 
Peden of Dalhart. Mr. Malone 
brought his wife and baby home 
Monday afternoon.

Bill McMinn Is 
Stationed In 
Germany

]B1I1 McMinn, son of Mr, and 
Mrs. O. L. McMinn, has reached 
his station in Germany. Friends 
may contact him by mail by 
writing Pvt. William T. McMinn, 
US 54181416, “ C” Btry. 85th F.A. 
BN., APO 36 New York, New 
York.

"S.O.S.” has no literal mean­
ing, but was chosen as a dis­
tress signal because of its ease 
in transmitting.

FOR RENT: Three room fur- 
shed apartment. — Paul 
luddell, Phone 2846. 25-tfc

Special Service
NEED HAY? See J. I. Mooney.

31-tfc
WILL DO IRONING in my 
ime. — Mrs. C. E. Willmon.

2-tfe
DISC ROLIJNG; all kinds of 
7w sharpening and welding. — 
imilton Machine Shop. 2-tfc
T will continue writing State 
,rm Insurance although I am 
irking at the Sherman County 
•stract Co. — Mrs. Marguerite 
ilson. 30-tfc
FINISH High School or grade 
hool at home. Spare time. 
x>ks furnished. Diploma a- 
arded. Start where you left 
hool. Write Columbia School, 
jx 1514, Amarillo. 35-26c

FOR SALE: Used baby bed, 
bassinet and mattress, baby car 
chair, Teeterbaby jumper chair, 
baby play pen. See Mrs. Norvell 
Blake. 51-4tp

USED Automatic Washing 
Machines, most models. — Van 
B. Boston. 50-tfc

Ronald Amundsen 
the South Pole.

discovered

Orchids grow from the smal­
lest seed in the world.

I Assembly Of God 
Church

(Bob Goodwin, Pastor, Phone 
4351)

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 10:00 a. m. 
Morning Worship 11:00 a. m. 
Young People 6:00 p. m. 
Children’s Church 6:00 p. m. 
Evangelistic Service 7:00 p. 

m. '
Wednesday night 7:30 p. m. 
The public is invited to all ser­

vices.

«.adio and TV Repair
CaU 4671

Hoffman and Emerson TV 
suid R ^ ip ^  .

Texas County Hereford Breeders 
13th Annual Spring

SHOW & SALE
February 8 — Guymon, Okla. 

Free Barbecue 11:30 A. M. 
AUCTION 12:30 P. M.

For catalogue write R. G. Sheets, 
Secretary. Box 320, Guymon 
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INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE DEVELOPS

The Stratford Star
Published Weekly By 

Brown Ross
Entered as second class matter 

at the Post Office in Stratford 
Texas, under the act of March 
3, 1879.

Classfied and Legals
3 cents per word first inser­

tion, 50c minimum, 2 cents per 
word subsequent insertions. 
Display rates on application.

; '  llnbscri^on 1U|
$2.50if»r yeartn Sh 

adjoining counties. $3.00 
year outside first zone.

While the tax collection activ­
ities of the Federal Government, 
joined under the title of “inter­
nal revenue” operations> date 
back officially and formally 
nearly a century, it is only in 
the last four or five decades that 
they have followed a reasonably 
smooth and coherent pattern.

The collection of numerous 
and varied taxes on a major 
national scale really began with 
the CJivil War, but it was not 
until shortly before World War I 
that extensive legislation 
brought about the creation of 
what is known today as the In­
ternal Revenue Service, back in 
1913. For most (?f its more 
modern life, the department was 
called the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue.

Actually each of the major 
wars in which the United States 
has been engaged has brought 
about a system of taxation made 
necessary by the heavy demands 
of national defense and the suc­
cessful prosecution of military, 
naval, and— in this 20th cen­
tury — aeronautical activities.

Few taxes were collected in 
Colonial days, but it was found 
necessary to impose income levies 
as far back as March, 1791. Tax­
es in the initial pattern continu­
ed for a decade. They were im­
posed primarily on distilled 
spirits, on refined sugar, on 
snuff, on carriages; and even­
tually on property sold at auc­
tion, bonds, and various legal 
instruments. Real property was 
a late addition to the first tax 
lists.

The heavy costs of the War of 
1812 brought a new list of items 
subject to levy and coinciden­
tally what is believed to have 
been America’s first sales taxes. 
Gold and silverware, jewelry 
and watches were among new 
additions to the tax roster.

The nation recovered rapidly 
from the difficulties of the War 
of 1812 and, despite recommen­
dations by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in 1815 that a perman­
ent internal revenue system be 
set up. Congress in 1817 abolish 
ed all internal revenue taxes. It 
was prompted to this action by 
the high customs receipts realiz­
ed from imported goods.

The Mexican War did not re­
quired tax financing, nor did the 
Indian campaigns carried on 
sporadically during the first half 
of the nineteenth century. With 
the Civil War however, tremen 
dous demands were made on 
the national treasury.

In 1861 a series of sweeping 
revenue laws was adopted by 
Congress. Included was the 
nation’s first income tax.  ̂Fur­
ther systemization came with 
the creation of the office of the 
Commissioner of Internal Re­
venue, July 1, 1862. The com­
missioner was given the power to 
assess, levy and collect taxes. 
He was given the right to en­
force the law through seizure 
and prosecution.

In December, 1872, his duties 
and responsibilities were out­
lined in greater detail and have 
since existed largely as set forth 
at that time.

When Congress first decided 
during the early days of the 
Civil War to establish a tax 
structure, it had in mind a spe­
cific working figure which was 
believed to be required. This 
sum, $20,000,000 was apportion­
ed among the then states of the 
union. An income tax, and in­
creased custom duties on certain 
imports supplemented to basic 
states’ allocation.

Collection of the various taxes, 
particularly those from the 
states, was carried on until 
1888. Three years later Con­
gress decided the m on^ was no 
longer required and returned 
the funds on haiid to the states,

Throughout the country’s, 
history, spiritous beverages and 
tobacco have been a major 
source of tax revenue and from 
1868 to 1913 nearly 90 percent of 
all Internal Revenue collections 
came from taxes on these pro­
ducts.

During Civil War days and a 
few years thereafter there were, 
however license taxes on trades, 
vocations and occupations; and 
cotton, cattle, hogs and sheep, 
and other commodities were sub- 
ject to various types of taxes. 
Numerous transactions had their 
special levies — bank surpluses, 
milroad bond interest, advertise­
ments, medicines, . perfumes, 

(Continued on l^ge 6)

Mrs. Loraine Foster 
Opens Tax Office

Mrs. Loraine Foster, income 
tax accountant, will maintain 
offices in the east front of the 
American Legion building dur­
ing the months of January and 
February. Office hours will be 
from 9:00 a. m. until 4:00 p. m. 
with the exception of Wednesday 
and Saturday afternoons when 
she will close at 2:00 p. m. Mrs. 
Foster will appreciate customers 
contacting her at the office as 
she will not maintain an office 
at home.

Mrs. Foster says that she has 
had 15 years of experience in 
federal income tax work, 8 years 
in Stratford. She will also be 
available for bookkeeping and 
typing services.

1
Happy Hpur Club 
Mpets With 
Mrs. Lowe

met
the

The Happy Hour Club 
Thursday, January 3, in 
home of Mrs. Bill Lowe.

Miss Leona Miller gave a very 
interesting lesson on spring 
wardrobe planning. She also 
helped us select our best basic 
color.

Delicious refreshments were 
served to: Mrs. Kenneth Pickens, 
Mrs. W. O. Bryant, Mrs. Oma El­
lison, Mrs. Everett Riggs, Mrs. 
Jerry Underwood, Mrs. C. W. 
Wells, Mrs. Edward Brannan 
and Nita, Mrs. Harold Baker, 
Mrs. Hugh Stewart and Miss 
Leona Miller.

The next meeting will be Jan­
uary 17, at 1:30.

Go To. Positions 
In Washington, D.C.

Misses Juanita Beall and Er­
nestine Palmer and Mrs. Charles 
Riggs left Wednesday for Wash­
ington, where they have posi- 
.tions with the U. S, Navy De- 
part;men1̂ ^̂ ,̂

Methodist Church
(Charles R. Gates, Pastor)

Sunday School 9:45 — 10:45 a. 
m. • •

Preaching Service 10:55 —
12:00 a. m. ; ,

Sunday night preaching ser­
vice 6:00 p. m.
, Junior Additional Session 6:30 
p. m.

Intermediate Fellowship 6:30 
p. m.

M. Y. F. Fellowship 6:30 p. m.
Guild: First Monday night, 

each month.
Methodist Men, 4th Wednes­

day night ,each month.
Circles: Mary Ethel, Florence 

Mullins, Flora Foreman, each 
Wednesday.

Official Board Meeting, 4th 
Tuesday night of each month.

Choir practice:
Junior choir 3:45 p. m. Wed­

nesday.
Adult choir 7:00 p. m. Wednes­

day.
Cherub choir 2:30 p. m. Thurs­

day.

Women who retain their mai­
den names after marriage are 
called Lucy Stoners.

Men, more than women, are 
afflicted with color blindness.

Strike Gas Showing 
In No. 1 Lisa

San Juan Drilling Co. Na 1 Lisa 
in section 143 of Block 1-T, took 
a drill stem test from 3,290 to 
3,390 feet to find 98,000 feet of 
gas, and recovered 750 feet of 
muddy gas cut salt water. The 
well is being drilled at below 
3,616 feet.

Among the Sick
Mrs. Harold Oquin, who has 

been ill for several weeks, is now 
able to be up part of the time.

Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Davis and 
Jeff returned Tuesday night 
from Rochester, Minnesota, 
where L. J. received a medical 
check-up from his doctors.

Mike Engle, 16 month old son 
of Mrs. Delton Engle has been 
quite ill, but is improving now.

Mrs. Mike Fawbush, of Salem, 
Indiana, sister of Mrs. H. B. 
Naugle, is seriously ill. Mrs. 
Fawbush and her husband have 
visited in Stratford a number of 
times and will be remembered by 
many residents.

Richard Albert was on the sick 
list the first of the week.

Loraine Foster
Income Tax Service
East Front of the American Legion 

Building

Hours from 9:00 a. m. to 4:00 p. m.
Except Wednesday and Saturday Afternoons, Close at 2 PM

Bookkeeping ----- Typing
15 Years Experience in Federal Income Tax, Legal 

Secretary Experience and Notary Public

IS THE LAST

WITHOUT PENALTY OR INTEREST

4̂,

IS
31

THE LAST DAY TO

Taxes
To Voters For Participating Iii

Elections To Be Held During 
1957

John Kidwell
Tax Assessor —  Sherman County
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Proclaims March Of Dimes Month

Governor Allan Shivers be­
came the first Texas purchaser 
o f a March of Dimes Blue
Crutch in Austin this week.
Making the sale was Major Gen­
eral K. L. Berry, Adjutant Gen­
eral of the State of Texas and 
1956-57 March of Dimes Cam­
paign Chairman, above left fas- 
ening the Blue Crutch to Gover­
nor Shiver’s tie clasp. Blue
Crutches went on sale all over 
Texas on Saturday, January 5. 
January has been officially pro­
claimed March of Dimes Month 
in Texas by Governor Shivers.

The signing ceremony was held 
in the Capitol in Austin with
Governor Shivers and Adjutant 
General K. L. Berry, 1956-57 
March of Dimes Campaign 
Chairman, participating.

Governor Shiver’s proclama­
tion was “The National Founda­
tion for Infantile Paralysis has 
made tremendous strides in the 
past few years in development 
of equipment, medicines and 
technicians which can care for 
those who unfortunately have 
been stricken with this dread dis­
ease. Yet, our people still need 
more services. We must edu­
cate everyone to assure that all 
those susceptible to this disease 
takes advantage of the Salk Vac­
cine. We must assure the con­
tinued treatmnet for those al­
ready stricken.

“Let’s finish the job,” is the 
slogan for the 1957 March of 
Dimes Campaign and no other 
slogan could be more appropriate 
for Texans.

“Now, Therefore, I as Gover­
nor of Texas, do hereby desig­
nate the month of January, 1957, 
as March of Dimes Month in 
Texas, and urge every Texan to 
contribute generously to the 
March of Dimes.”

Toboggan sleds were invented 
by American Indians.

Beall-Luette —
(Continued from Page 1) 

white icing, standing perpendic- 
ulEir to the cake, were alternated 
around the third tier. On top 
of the third tier sat four white 
swans from 'which rose four 
colhims bearing the fourth tier, 
which had icing fringe around 
the lower edge, and four pairs of 
white wedding bells near the 
top. On the pedestal resting on 
the top tier, stood a miniature 
bride and groom under a white 
wedding bell, centering an arch 
decorated with pink roses and 
lilies-of-the valley.

Miss Sammie Lee Beall, sister 
of the bride, presided at the 
bride’s book. About seventy 
guests attended the reception.

Miss Juanita Faye Beall and 
Mrs. Charles Riggs, sisters of 
the bride, served the cake, and 
another sister of the bride, Mrs. 
Donald F. Vincent of Dalhart, 
served punch.

Mrs. Luette is a graduate of 
the Stratford High School, has 
a B. S. Degree from the Baylor 
University School of Nursing, of 
Waco and Dallas, and has been 
a staff nurse in Dumas Memor­
ial Hospital in Dumas, the past 
two years.

Mr. Luette is a graduate of 
the Dumas High School, and 
served two years in the U. S. 
Army. He is now employed with 
Wilson Battery and Electric 
Company in Amarillo.

The young couple will be at 
home at 316-B Kentucky, Ama­
rillo, Texas, after returning from 
a honeymoon trip to Carlsbad, 
New Mexico.

Oh^ O h  - Here’s ole' icy fingers.

We have the “touch” for de­
pendable service. We’re friend­
ly folks who want to keep your 
good will and do everything we 
can to make it possible.

G U L F
Super Service
Phone -— 5071

Internal Revenue-
(Continued from Page 5 )

cosmetics, and playing cards all 
were taxed — and during that 
period the inheritance tax made 
its debut.

The $600 basic exemption fig­
ure now so familiar to the 
American taxpayer apparently 
got its start during this same 
civil war tax period when it was 
the income above which tax had 
to be paid by individuals subject 
to it.

In the last year of the Civil 
War, fiscal 1866, internal reve­
nue collections reached their 
peak with a total of more than 
300 million dollars. In July 
1866 and March 1867 Congress 
progressively reduced or elimin­
ated many taxes.

Taxation concentration on 
distilled beverages and tobacco 
began again in mid-1868 and 
from that time date the stamp 
taxes on liquor — and tobacco 
so familiar today. Once again 
the bulk of internal revenue 
came from these two sources.

The income tax had a short­
lived revival from 1894 to 1895. 
In the latter year the . United 
States Supreme Court first de­
clared the law imposing taxes on 
incomes derived from real es­
tate and from state and muni­
cipal bonds invalid ,and on a 
rehearing decided that the whole 
income tax law was unconstitu­
tional on the ground that it was 
a direct tax and not apportioned 
among the states in conformity

with the Constitution.
After an 18-year lapse the 

16th amendment to the Consti­
tution became effective on Feb­
ruary 25, 1913. It gave to Con­
gress the power to levy and col­
lect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without 
apportionment among the sever­
al states, and without regard to 
any census or enumeration. On 
October 3, 1913, Congress enact­
ed the income tax law which im- 
p o s e d  a t a x  on 
net income of both indi-

Four years after the modem 
income tax was established, in 
1917, the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue was reorganized to 
meet the new demands of a sys­
tematic program, and both audit 
and accounting procedures were 
overhauled.

The income tax rate reached 
its highest level in history dur­
ing the closing years of World 
War n , 1944 and 1945, with a 
normal tax rate of three percent 
on income over $500 plus a sur­
tax rate of from 20 to 90 percent 
on income over the exemption of 
$500 each for taxpayer, wife, 
and dependents.

With the reorganization de 
creed by Congress in 1952 and 
actively undertaken in 1953 full 
modernization of the depart­
ment, in keeping with the busi­
ness standards, was sought. 
With this reorganization came 
the change of title to the “In­
ternal Revenue Service” and 
shortly after came the drafting 
of the comprehensive revisions 
of tax laws incorporated in the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 
In passing, it may be noted that 
this basic volume contains 1,000 
pages and upon it will be based 
thousands of rulings and inter­
pretations.

In recent years, whether com­
puted on fiscal or calendar ba­
sis, the total revenue collection 
has been approximately 70 bil­
lion dollars per year. The an­
nual total of all returns is about 
65 million.

The tax dollar becomes the 
budget dollar and as such is ap­
portioned to planned expendi­
tures of government as deter­
mined by Congressional study. 
The largest portion of govern­
ment income represented in the 
budget dollar derives from indi­
vidual income taxes, with 43 
cents realized in this manner. 
Corporation income taxes ac­
count for 31 cents, excise taxes 
for 16 cents. Six cents of that 
dollar comes from customs and 
other incidental taxes, and four 
cents from loans.

About two-thirds of the out­
going budget dollar — 68 cents 
at latest figures — goes to the 
national defense program with 
its manifold vital requirements. 
Certain charges fixed by law ac­
count for about 22 cents of the 
budget dollar. These include 
the interest the government 
must pay on its bonds and other 
obligations; the expenses inci­
dent to its many programs in be­
half of veterans; its grants to 
states, and numerous smaller 
but very necessary expenditures.

Less than half a cent goes to 
collection of the tax dollar and 
less than 10 cents to the cost of 
government operations and ad­
ministration in general.

The standing of the United 
States among nations inevitably 
springs from- the sound and 
careful use to which the tax or 
budget dollar is put. Citizens 
of the United States should 
know what happens to the tax 
dollars they pay, that their 
money is spent for wise and 
worthwhile projects. With this 
knowledge they will bear their 
tax burden more easily and 
more confidently.

A letter recently received by 
one of the Internal Revenue 
Service’s district offices consti- 
tates a statement of truly Amer­
ican thinking. A small city, 
small-businessman writes:

“I am happy to pay this tax. 
I’ll tell you why. I am happy 
that I am an American, that I 
was born in this country, that I 
spent the remainder of my mon­
ey as I saw fit, without govern­
ment intervention or supervis­
ion. I am happy that I have a 
son serving in the U. S. Navy, 
where he is acquiring an educa­
tion in electronics — an educa­
tion that would cost me at least 
$10,000.

“I am happy in the knowledge 
that when Sunday comes I can 
go to the church of my choice 
and worship the way I believe to 
be right.

“I am happy, further, that I 
can agree or disagree with gov­
ernment policies, openly, with­
out fear of being sent to a slave-

ARE YOU A 'WACKY WALKER'
The ?otrr \»wo cro sses a  b u sy
ST-REET BEWEEW »MTERS^CTiOk5  
CSPEClAUX WrtEM YOUR. ARMS 
ARE FOUL OF -BoNPLES, Aw o IT  
IS-A B^^MY,SUPI>ERYPAY - 7 - '

labor camp.
“I am happy that I can go to 

the ipolls and have a voice in 
electing my public officials.

“I could go on and on, as 
could any red-blooded American, 
extelling the virtues of this 
country in which I live, my own 
United States.”

SINCERE THANKS
Thank you sincerely for shar­

ing our recent sorrow. Your 
kindness is more deeply appre­
ciated than we find words to ex­
press.

Shirley Foreman and Family

Ocean waves have been known 
to go as high as 80 feet.

For a short period from 1835 
to 1837 the United States govern­
ment was out of debt.

Benjamin Franklin invented 
bifocal glasses.

STILL TIME FOR .
SAFETY RESOLUTIONS

The Texas Farm and Ranch 
Safety Council says it is not too 
late to get a few resolutions 
made covering safety during the 
coming year.’ “Don’t,” they say, 
“let a crippling or fatal accident 
spoil 1957 on your farm.” Most 
accidents can be prevented and

the best preventitive is the use 
of common sense in all farm op­
erations.

EAT WELL FOR LESS IN ’57
Income of some farm families 

may be less in ’57 than last year, 
according to outlook informa­
tion supplied by USDA. Exten­
sion foods and nutrition special­
ists say that careful meal plan­
ning, food shopping and pre­
paration will help families eat 
well for less.

Suggestions on how to do this 
are given in the extension bul­
letin entitled. Eat Well for Less. 
Included are menus for thrifty 
meals, recipes for penny-saving

main dishes, and tips on busdng 
and storing food.

Copies of the bulletin are 
available from your local county 
home demonstration agent, or 
from the Agricultural Informa­
tion Office.

THE ELK
(Continued from Page 4)

MEDITATION OF A PRINCIPAL
(By H. T. Galloway)

Time is almost here when our 
new plan of mid-term test ex­
emption will start working. As 
a reminder here is how the 
plan works. 1. A student may 
be exempt from a mid-term test 
if the student has a semester 
average of 90 in one or more 
subjects.

2. If the student does not have 
more than 3 excused absences.

3. If the student does not have 
an un-excused absence or unex­
cused tardy slip.

4. If the students conduct is 
better than average.

5. If the students record is 
clear for the semester of any 
monies.

Apparently students like the 
idea and as a result there has 
been fewer absentees, grades in 
general are higher which means 
a good percentage of students 
will be exempted from one or 
more test and a good number 
will not take any of the tests. It 
is my hope that all students 
will give this pian a lot of con­
sideration simply because of its 
value to the individual and 
school. Personally I would be 
happy if every student was ex­
empted. It can be done if a 
student wants to bad enough. 
We should be thankful that 
none of our number was killed 
or injured during the long holi­
days. It makes one feel bad to 
show a poor transcript record 
to an inquiring prospective em­
ployer. How thrilling it is on 
the other hand to pull from the 
file a good record for the pros­
pective employer.

I get letters frequently about 
this or that on ones record. Re­
member student, you are making 
it and I am the one that will 
have to recommend.

Buy The Best For Less
BEEF ROAST FED

POUND 2 9 c  SPUDS

STEAK GRAIN FED
CLUB
POUND 3 9 c

BEEF ROAST GRAIN FED
ARM
POUND 5 9 c

SAUSAGE HOME-MADE
POUND 5 9 c

EGG
FRESH COENTRY
DOZEN s  1̂5
SALMON HONEY BOY

Tall Tin 5 9 c

TUNA Hi-Note 1 7 c

APPLE JELLY 3 glasses
PURE — KIMBELL’S 20 OZ. GLASS 29c ®

GRAPE JELLY 3
PURE — KIMBELL’S 20 OZ. GLASS 35c

glasses 1
jASS ^

CARROTS cello, pkg.

ORANGES California Sunkist
Navels
Pound 1 2 * c

GRAPEFRUIT Marsh
Seedless 4 for 2 5 c

Tissue 9K
CHARMIN — 200 COUNT
2 Boxes for

Peaches or Apricots 4 cans ̂  1
BAKE RITE NO. 2 T IN ------26c

CHERRIES Golden
Valley
No. 303 Tin 1 9 c

GREEN BEANS Scans
Red Dart Blue Lake Cut, No. 303 Tin —- 13c $1
GREENS Turnip or Mustard 

White Swan 
No. 303 Tin 2 fo r  2 5 c

DOG FOOD 12 cans
KIM TALL TIN 9c

$1 I BEETS KimbeU’s
Whole
No. 303 Tin 1 9 c

ALBERT’S GROCERY
& MARKET - - Phone 4821


