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Law officers still mystified by 29-year-old death

By BO BASKIN
Special to the R-T

It was July 7, 1949. Homer Stillwell
was dead.

Gunned down in front of his north-
side Midland home, the 28-year-old
Stillwell lay bloody and motionless on
his bermuda-grass lawn.

Law enforcement officers combed
the area, searc for a clue to the
bizarre , but the following
morning, Stillwell's death remained a
mystery.

enty-nine years later, his death
is still a mystery. Both his death and
the wounding of his 31-year-old

boa house hallmate 15 months
earlier have mystified not only the
Midland police rtment and Sher-

iff's office, but also the Texas Rang-
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SHAKING HANDS with residents of Harper’s
Ferry, W. Va., Thursday, is President Jimmy
Carter. Carter, on a tour of Civil War and other

. ST N N,

ers, State Highway patrolmen and
several private investigators.

After more than a quarter century,
no records of the incidents can be
found in either police or sheriff’s files.

Indeed, today the events seem to
live only in 29-year-old newspaper
stories and a few human memories.

The whusual story began in the
spring of 1948. Midland had a popula-
tion of only 18,000 and a police
force of only six officers. Its western
limit was Garfield street, its northern
limit Cuthbert.

At the time, many young single
people lived in Midland, where they
aspired to learn the oil and gas busi-
ness. Three such men — Wade White-
ley, Dick Erickson, and Homer Still-
well — rented rooms from a devout
Methodist woman named Mrs,

!

g

L Bl _-,4“, " ”3

; 1‘.i\w;" W)
g - k.“q '

- b & o . it

Crosby Flanagan, who lived in a com-
fortable brick home in the 1200 block
of West Texas Street.

Whiteley, who is now a Midland
insurance t, recalls that Erick-
son was a tall, red-headed World War
Il veteran. A member of an extreme-
ly wealthy Cleveland family and a
graduate of Stanford University,
Erickson had moved to Midland In
August 1947 to work as a scout for
Stanolind Oil Company. A

Stillwell, whose room was adjacent
to Erickson’s, also was a World War
11 veteran and a Stanolind scout. Like
Erickson, he had moved to Midland
about a year earlier. Also like Erick-
son, he belonged to a wealthy north-
ern (Chicago) family and had re-
ceived an excellent education.
Whiteley remembers that while the
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historic sites, has not announced his travel plans in
an effort to create little ‘hoopla’ and reduce needed
security measures. (AP Laserphoto)

‘Modern-day pioneers' too busy

...........................

neer ladies ran, however. They, like
-wh-a‘d‘nnl . right along
in the town’s called “75
Ymdhﬁdwhm

g
I
i
?

were in the box uﬁ
tickets for the run first
who finished what turned out to be a
:b“ﬂﬂ simi-
to the one he was
And 14 minutes after it a
threesome came in first:

]

tance runner, and his wife, Brenda,
30, came in without too much strain.

Pretty Jan Chiles, 36, who runs a
charm school here, inon, of all
things, three-inch wedge heeled
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two men's back‘mumds were similar,
their personali were not.

“Homer was withdrawn. He never
opened up too much,” says Whiteley,
“‘he was sort of an odd duck, a
loner."

“But Dick was the complete om»
site of Homer. Oh, they got along
fine, but Dick was a very personable,
congenial young man. He was outgo-

ing, , and dedicated to learn-
': oll business."
ormer Midland County Sheriff

“Big Ed” Darnell corroborates Whi-
teley's recollections of the two men.
He remembers that while ‘‘everybody
liked Dick,” Homer was somewhat
stiff and formal.

““Homer was a good-looking boy —
well-dressed and well- all the
time. He looked like he had fallen out

of a band box.
“But he just wouldn't let himself
" 9

On Saturday, linh 27, 148, Mrs.
Flanagan, Whiteley, and Stillwell had
left Erickson alone at Mrs, Flana-
gan's,

Around 10:30 p.m. Erickson was
wri letters in his room when a

G for su bloody

h ts on the hall walls and floor,
Whiteley recalls.

Erickson eventually reached the

and called a doctor. Weakened

y his loss of blood, however, he fatled

w officers later said
that Erickson's life bly was
saved by the timely arrival of another
roomer at the house — Homer Still-

nose, reversed ftself and ended
(Continued on Page 2A)

Israel adds to forces

‘along entire border’ ™

By FAROUK NASSAR

BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — lsrael
reinforced its troops along its borders
with Lebanon and Syria today as Leb-

Ml:ncl u:.ould b:::ht: “do more than
t note” Syrian
guns have given MMn
quarter.

The Israell spokesman said the re-
inforcement also was designed to
deter Palestinian guerrillas from tak-
ing advantage of the Syrian action by
stepping up activity against Chris-
tians in south Lebanon.

Sarkis’ demand for full authority

tual disarming of all Christian and
Moslem militias and the Palestinian
guerrillas.

The Lebanese state radio said both
Christian and Moslem leaders were

milita, from quitting.

Syria's gunners were sllent today,
observing an uproclaimed cease-fire
that began at dawn Thursday aller
the heaviest barrage of the six

President Carter called for an end
to the saying it “adds to the
hatred and suffering accumulated
over 'nnnl years of tragedy in Leba-

Christians

happen to Israel If it withdraws from
the territories it occupled in the 1973
war.

District judge impounds

profits from

By DONALD SANDERS
ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP) ~ A fed-

eral district today ordered that
eyery cent W. Snepp 111 makes
from publication of a book about CIA
actions the fall of Saigon shall
be | in a court-supervised
" Thia
mean that Snepp will
have :‘nalhh'n&h-h
book, “Decent Interval.” Attorneys
have said the case will be appealed to
S, District Judge Oren R. Lewis
also ruled that will be enjoined
from any further of a secre-
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CIA book

with Random House, Inc., calls for
zy',mu and other potential prof-
In his ruling

g
=
ES

rm“-;-numum

N aretite e court will emareiss
By foxt orr aed Pegite B
i, prolhe, repaliis sod s 08

j

i
E
i

i
i
;
it

g
3

-

o

i




.

Re
< Worm
————————

AN
ibo-ou Srotienory Occludad

warm. (AP Laserphoto Map)

Midwest. (AP Laserphoto)
Midland statistics

Midnight
Iam L}
am n
Im "
i n
rm n

fam [

an T

am "

am "

am "

«lam -

Noon -

SOUTHWEST TEMPERATURRES -
Abliene m N
n e

Amariie "
‘.ﬂ " N
mn

.n

- N

".e

"N

- n

n )
Texas Thermometer
By The Asseriolod Pross

Residenfs

i ey e et .

i
;

:

ancmomz.—aw

:
:
f

t
I
i

i
i

%
£
1
!

Ly

-

4

afsi
i

e e e v

urged

away from Nazi march

Dote from
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
NOAA US Dept of Commerce

SHOWERS ARE FORECAST today for Florida, Georgla, and
Alabama, from New Mexico through the Plains and Midwest to
the Great Lakes and from the northern Rockies to the northern
Plains, Cooler weather is forecast from the northern Rockies to
the upper Great Lakes but most of the country is expected to be

N

TODAY'S satellite cloud picture shows an area of considerable
cloudiness and thunderstorm activity covering much of the upper
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Crumpled pleces of sheetmetal are'all that remains

todayof about 30 stables at Midland Downs, located

On anniversary, death still

(Continued from Page 1A)

moving downward and lodging in his
neck.”

Indeed, Rube Hemingway, a Mid-
land mowrcyclmllcemlu at the
time and now a and County em-
ployee, recalls that after the shooting,
the still-conscious Erickson felt some-
thing strange In the back of his
neck.

“A doctor at the clinic made an
incision in the area of the feeling, and
the bullet popped out. It had traveled
several inches through his head with-
out killing him."

While doctors were caring for
Erickson, local law enforcement offi-
cers were searching for clues.

“Odell Ponder and | arrived at the
scene first and started searching the
neighborhood,”’ recalls Hemingway.
‘““Big Jack' (Ellington), ‘Big Ed’
(Darnell) and ‘Little E4’ (Edwards)
arrived a little bit later.”

But the evidence was sketchy. One

* woman in the neighborhood said she

had heard a shot and seen a tall,
slender, bare-headed man In a dark
sult running down the alley.

Stillwell sald he had heard a car
drive away as he entered the house.
Officers found a footprint in the dirt
beneath the window of Erickson’s
room, and they surmised that the
gunman had s to the window,
placed the pistol against the screen
and fired.

But by sunrise on the 28th, officers
had no in the shooting.

Neither did Erickson. After the
shooting, he told officers that he did
not have an enemy in the world. The

who fired the bullet, he said,
shot “the wrong man."

If so, who was the right man?
Homer Stillwell? Perhaps. Perhaps
the gunman mistook Erickson for
Stillwell. After all, the two men lived

although their , the
dim light in Erickson’s room might
have veiled the distinction

bullet “was meant for me."
Darnell recalls, however, that
“Homer wouldn't tell anyone any-

m‘&.k‘d talk, but he said he didn't

know why anyone would want to kill

him. He was sort of tight-lipped.”
“Homer was not one to talk too

much about himself,”” Whiteley veri-
fies. ““He never opened up about any-
mm,.l

But after the Erickson shooting,
Homer did ask Whiteley a question,
which in retrospect seems ominous,

“We were talking one night,” Whi-
teley remembers, ‘“When Homer
sald, ‘Wade, If you thought someone
was after you, what w you do?"’

“I told him I'd write a letter for

to read in the event of my

death, telling them who I thought was
after me.”

“But nothing else was ever said.’,

Three days after Erickson was
shot, a Stanolind Oil and Gas Compa-
ny airplane ferred him to Cali-
fornia, where he received treatment
and later a glass eye. Both Stanolind
and Erickson's family hired private
investigators to research the shoot-
ing, and Erickson posted a $1,000
reward for the arrest of hisSassailant.
But no arrests were ever made.

In the 15 months following the
., the Cleveland Indians de-
feated Boston Red Sox in the 1948
World Series; Harry Truman man-
aged a wrlu victory over Tom
- Cold War tensions con-

to mount.

Erickson recovered from his wound
and was transferred to Canada by
Stanolind. Stillwell moved out of Mrs.
Flanagan's, got married and moved
to a house in the 500 block of West
Cuthbert Street.

On a summer evening in early July
with her and Homer’s first child,
walited inside. After several minutes,
she heard some voices and some ex-

nolses, which three days after
uly 4, she presumed were firecrack-

ers.
But this time Homer did not return.
Concerned, she turned on the front
light and outside. His

limp and bloody in the yard.
&ocrl{tﬂh

Shot twice the chest at close
range, Stillwell was dead. His shirt
was and he had jag-
m.mt on his right temple, t

rm and left knee, prompting offi-
cers to theorize that a scuffle had
preceded the killing.

Once again evidence was scarce.
Two neighbors believed they had
heard four shots; another believed he
bad heard as many as six. One man
heard someone running nearby,

splashing through the

Servatius to replace

Rutland in key

Jim Servatius, a news executive of
the Plainview Daily Herald for the

past 18 years, Thursday was named

news role

David, 25; Steve, 23; Mike, 19, and
Larry, 15,

They are members of the Roman
Ca&onc church

“We will miss the very capable
talents of Tom Rutland, but under-
stand his desire to enter private busi-
ness,” said Allison. “We are very
fortunate, however, to be able to pro-
mote Jim Servatius within our organi-
zation to the positon of executive
managing editor.

“Jim Servatius has served as editor

er-Telegram
::l:“d Jim to our management

on North Fairgrounds Road. (Staff Photo)

sited by a recent summer rain. At
least one other neighbor told police
of hearing a person run through near-
by yards.

Footprints were found in the moist
ground beneath several windows of
the house, prompting Whiteley to
guess that the gunman had “‘cased”
the house prior to the shooting. Offi-
cers followed the footprints to a point
more than a block from the Stillwell
residence, but then found no more.

The J:rinu. officers said, were ap-
parently the same size as those found
beneath Erickson's window the t
he was shot. Apparently, .38-caliber
weapons were used in both shoot-
ings.
Justice of the Peace Joseph A. Sey-
mour ruled Stillwell’s death as ‘“‘mur-
der by person or persons unknown."
Funeral services were here, and
the body was then transferred to Lake
Geneva, Wis,, for internment.

Local law enforcement officers,
Texas Rangers and State Highway
Patrolmen worked together in the

investigation. They pu lcnll‘hy vowed
theory -

that every K:slble clue a

would be si in an effort to appre-
hend the slayer. Private investiga-
tors hired by both Stanolind and
the Stillwell family soon joined the
investigation.

Within a week, investigators had
questioned *‘scores” of persons re-

arding Stillwell's death, but they
ound no probable motive for the
slaying.

Darnell recalls, however, that soon
after the killing, an old friend of the
Stillwell family offered his assistance
in the investigation. The owner of a
polygraph (lie detector) factory in
Chicago came to Midland with a
polygraph machine which he offered
to operate in the course of the investi-

gation.
Local officers a the man's
offer and placed the machine in the

old Scharbaver Hotel, where they
proceeded to question dozens of peo-
the murder.

Months after the the vic-
tim's father, W.H. Stillwell, who had
been estranged from Stillwell's moth-
er for some time, was scheduled to
come to Midland on a Monday to

undergo a polygraph test. But, ac-
cording to Darnell, the man was
found in a bath tub on the pre-
ceding , & .38 bullet lodged in
the back of throat.

Darnell that although it re-
mained ved, the Stillwell case

was closed soon thereafter. The case
was closed, however, only after offi-
cers and investigators had ‘‘checked
every angle In the world.”

About two years after Stillwell's
death, Erickson was killed in a one-
car :lmthe v:dn Candaa;'e.n later
one in cers in the
case died of a ..u‘ﬂ»cu
wound. Another was killed three
years ago in a hit-and-run accident.
There is no evidence, however, that
these deaths are in any way related to
Stillwell’s.

But the guestion remains: Who
killed Homer Stillwell? The only an-

Horse dies
in stall fire
early today

One horse died and about 30 horse
stalls were termed a total loss after
a fire which was reported about 12: 41
a.m. t;d:ry at Midland Downs on
North Fairgrounds Road, according
to a spokesman with the Midland Fire

Department.

Fire Marshal Herbert Bloomer
today said the fire department and
sheriff’s department are investigat-
ing cause of the blaze. The fire
may have started around a
conulnlng hay, Bloomer said. At
least 30 horse stalls were totally
destroyed, he said. The stalls were
constructed of sheet metal and had
sawdust in the bottom, and they
burned readily, according to
Bloomer.

mystery

of the same women at that time.

Revenge is another possibility.
Rumors spread that Stillwell had tes-
tified in a murder trial, which result-
ed in the imprisonment of a man, who
vowed to kill Stillwell when he was
released.

Others say that the murder of the
Chicago native was an underworld
gangland slaying cmmitted by a pro-
fessional hit man and metivated by
Stillwell's large gambling debts. In-
deed, Whiteley recalls that Stillwell
was “‘a compulsive gambler” and
that even while in West Texas, he
frequently visited a certain Odessa
“honky-tonk” with a gecret gambling
operation. .

t no solution has emerged.

“You can think back and rack your
brain,” says Whiteley, “but you're
not gollllg to ﬂﬁure it out.”

Rarely are Midlanders ex toa
bizarre murder. Most mnlr:::ven-
tually produce considerable evi-
dence; present some discernable mo-
tive; and are solved soon after they
are committed.

In the death of Homer Stillwell,
however, few clues were found; no
motives were discerned; no arrests
were made.

Almost all that is known concerning
the murder is that 29 years ago, a
mystery was born. That mystery still
lives. It probably always will.

June car sales
make history

DETROIT (AP) — U.S. auto-
makers sold more cars last month
than in any June in auto history as
they continued the robust sales pace
that began in early spring.

The Big Four auto companies deli-
vered 949849 cars in June, up 33
percent from the previous record set
a year ago.

Import figures, released monthly,
were incomplete Thursday, but ana-
lysts estimated that they would be
about 190,000 — down slightly from a
year ago. Such a performance by the
imports, however, would make last
month the best June ever for the
overall industry, topping the record
set a year ago.

The strong performance, sparked
by an all-time monthly record at Ford
Motor Co. and a June record at Gener-
al Motors Corp., followed May's all-
time sales mark for domestic and

foreign cars.

Ford sald Thursday it delivered
272,026 cars in June, 12.4 percent
from a year ago. GM 543,469 cars,
up 2.5 percent.

Chrysler Corp. sales of 114,126 were
off 10 percent from the year-ago peri-
od. American Motors Corp. was up 1
reent to 20,228,

‘“Inventories are getting
stretched,” one analyst said. “You're

to see new 1979 models sold

introduction dates. Companies
are going to have to, particularly
Ford and GM."
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“Carter's criticism stings him®

DEATHS
Ernest Wilson

Services for Ernest Richard Wilson,
57, were (o be at 2: 30 p.m. today in the
Thomas Funeral Home. Burial was to
be in Resthaven Cemetery.

Wilson died Wednesday from in-
juries received in an industrial acei-
dent in Sweetwater.

He was born Sept. 23, 1920, in Las
Vegas, NNM. He was a 15-year em-
ployee of Aztec Drilling Co.

There’are no survivors.

O. Jacobsen Jr.

Oliver O. “Sonny"' Jacobsen Jr., 39,
of 3203 Mariana Ave. died today in a
Midland hospital.

Services are pending with Newnie
W. Ellis Funeral Home.

Survivors include his wife, Sue, and
his father, Oliver O. Jacobsen Sr. of
Midland.

rlora Rose

Graveside services for Flora H.
Rose, 77, of 210 E. Summit Ave. will
be at 4 p.m. Saturday in Fairview
Cemetery with the Rev. Jimmy Sto-
vall, pastor of South Memorial Bap-
tist Church, officiating. Services will
be directed by Newnie W. Ellis Funer-
al Home.

Mrs. Rose died Wednesday in a
Midland hospital.

She was born Aug. 2, 1900, in Louis-
ville, Miss. She was reared in Mem-
phis, Tenn. She married Joseph Rose
Feb. 22, 1930, in Memphis. They
moved to Denison in 1932 and to Mid-
land in 1951. She was active in church
work and was a member of the Bap-
tist Church.

Survivors include her husband, the
Rev. Joseph Rose, and two nieces,
Sue Smith of Rogers, Ark., and
Frances Lane of Louisville, Miss.

Juan Heredia

BIG SPRING — Mass for Juan
Heredia, 67, of Big Spring, was to be
at 10 a.m. today in Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church. Burial was to be in
Mount Olive Memorial Park directed
by Nalley-Pickle Funeral Home.

Heredia died Wednesday in a Big
Spring hospital after a sudden ill-
ness.

He was born Feb. 18, 1911, in Mexico
and married Alta Rodriquez Nov. 19,
1932, in Big Spring. He had lived in
Midland prior to moving here. He had
lived at Knott and Lenora for the last
24 years. He was a member of the
Lenora Catholic Church.

Survivors include his wife; a son,
Albert Heredia of Midland; two
daughters, Mrs. Joe Renteria of Knott
and Mrs. Isma Rodriquez of Midland,;
# stepbrother, Melesio Brito of Knott;
five stepsisters, Maria Gutierrez of
Lubbock, Juanita Rodriquez of Stan-
ton, Soleda Rodriquez of Sand
Springs, Mrs. Pasquela Garcia of
Lenora and Cresencia Rios of Big
Spring and eight grandchildren.

William Donovan

Memorial services for William H.
Donovan, 57, of 4415 Princeton St. will
be at 11 a.m. Saturday in the Church
of Religious Sciences in Midland.

He died Tuesday in a Big Spring
hospital after an extended illness.

Donovan, who had been a resident
of Midland for three years, was the
former owner of Donovan's Stewpot
here.
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Mary Vickers

ODESSA — Graveside services for
Mary Ruth Vickers, 55, of Odessa
were Wednesday in Rosehill Ceme-
tery directed by Hubbard-Kelly Fu-
neral Home here.

Mrs. Vickers died Sunday night at
her home.

She was born March 21, 1923, in
Avery. She moved to Odessa in 1951
from Corpus Christi, She married
A.O. Vickers Dec. 22, 1938, in Arkan-
sas..

Survivors include her husband; two
daughters, Carol Ann McClurg, of
Hobbs, N.M., and Deloris Gail Moore
of Corpus Christi; a brother, W.L.
Seen of Texas City, and a grandson.

Joseph Prince

BROWNWOOD — Services for Jo-
seph Cyril Prince, 77, of Bangs, father
of Joseph C. Prince Jr. of Midland,
were to be at 3 p.m. today in the First
Baptist Church of Bangs. Burial was
to follow in Bangs Cemetery.

Prince died Wednesday in a Brown-
wood hospital after a lengthy illness.

He was born Sept. 13, 1900, in Ovel-
la. He was a retired rancher, living
most of his life in Bangs. He married
Virgie Fields March 26, 1923, in
Bangs.

Other survivors include his wife,
two other sons, a daughter, two sis-
ters, 10 grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Robert Cloe

TAHOKA — Services: for Robert
Nathan Cloe, 37, of Tahoka, brother of
Edward Wayna Cloe of Midland and
Merrill Lynn Cloe of Odessa, were to
be at 3 p.m. today in First Baptist
Church here with the Rev. Jim Turn-
er, pastor, officiating.

Burial will be in Tahoka Cemetery
directed by White Funeral Home.

He died Thursday in his home.

Cloe, a native of Tahoka, had lived
here most of his life and had graduat-
ed from Tahoka High School. He mar-
ried Nila Raye Blair on June 27, 1961.
He was an employee of Cloe Texaco
Inc. and a member of the Church of
Christ.

Othe survivors include his wife, his
parents, a grandmother, a sister and
two brothers.

Mattie Copeland

DENTON — Services for Mattie L.
Copeland, 83, of Denton, mother of
Arthur L. Copeland and J.C. Cope-
land, both of Midland, will be at 2: 30
p.m. Saturday in Goen Funeral Home
here with the Rev. Terry Johnson
officiating. Burial will be in Oak
Grove Cemetery in Denton County

Mrs. Copeland died Thursday in a
Denton nursing home.

She was born in Graham on May 21,
1895.

She was a lifelong resident of Den-
ton

Other survivors include three sons,
four daughters, a brother, a sister, 36
grandchildren, 35 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandchild.
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If you are going to buy an
Appliance, TV, or Furniture in
the next 30 days you owe it
to yourself to shop Seale’s

July Clearance.
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By JAMES GERSTENZANG

WASHINGTON (AP) — Watch out, Mr. President.
You might not like what you're about to read.

~—'“The best and perhaps the only way for Presi- pla

an end to the babbling incoherence
tration's foreign policy is to fire

dent Carter to
of his a
Zbigniew Brzezinski.”

22
EN

57,

tions at Camp David, Md.

They represent a dose of sharp criticism typical of
that seen by Carter on almost a daily basis as he
watches network television news pro
newspapers, magazines, a

reads daily
pared summaries

spectrum

He Is iurdly sheltered from unpleasant news

stories, columnists’ views or editorials

SALLEY

Brzezinski but Jimmy Carter: he is

first, from The Nation, and the second, from
New are just two samples of commen-
availa h!ﬁopnsldenuodayubeopensup
the weekly White House summary of current maga-
zines, prepared for his reading while he vaca-

—-“‘;;z:bhﬂ\ with the Carter administration is
afra genuine debate about public policy.”

newspapers and magazine arti-
cles from across the country and the political

to read them. On occasion, he is quick to react.

One recent headline in The Washington Post so

displeased him that Jody Powell, his

int.
reporters into the Oval

tary, got an early-morning call at home !
pml& of the United States expressing his com-

Within a few hours — by 9: 45 a.m. — Powell called
" “'m.w.'v w'-‘

secre-
the

ing a rare public criticism of the fourth estate, called

the Post’s story about
uol keeping up with the news.
from sharply critical copy.

ty pre;s secretary Rex Granum.

ams and
staff-pre-

it he chooses \Announces The Association of

D.D.S.-MS.D.

Dentistry For Children

100 North “N”

problems in the Strategic
Arms Limitation Treaty talks “totally inaccurate."

E.mldunh recent years has developed his
own

rd Nixon was presented summaries of
stories In major newspapers, but he was cushloned

not the case with Carter, according to

. Johmson, far from insulating himself
from the negative news, was an avid reader, keeping

JACK W. YOUNG D.D.S.
DANNY D. WATTS
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Coat Sale

20% oft

Styles for Juniors, Misses,

Half Sizes

i Sale ends July 15

Pre-season Lay-Away

Regular and slim sizes

Toughskins
in assorted plaids at o
great low price.

Quantities Limited
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e §
Sp(’(‘iﬂ' Men's
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Toughskin Regular 83,35
Jeans pkg. of 3 1
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Feshirts and hriefs
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very soflt and absor.
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Save 21%

Dacron 88 mattress pad

Soft polvester il resists
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Cotton

Regular 86,99
Twin N

549

Sale ends Juh 22 J

Save #1.50
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Billow Pillow

Regular 88,99

749

Our  bhest
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ing and shifting. Cot-
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ticking
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lome gets
istorical

Midland in 1951,
allace, who apparently had

planned to return to his birth-

he retired from the Mid-

AUSTIN — The Texas Supreme
Ou reversed two lower courts
ednesday, holding the Armstrong
ubber Company was not liable for
he death of a test driver who was kill-
_ at the Automobile Proving
‘Brounds, Inc., near Pecos, when a

blew out.
The Supreme Court, In Its
naminous opinion, said a trial court
ry &t Odessa, and subsequently the
' a0 Court of Civil A ls, erred
I upholding the doe of striet

) in the aceident.

accident occurred on April 13,
, While Clemente Vrquider was
ployed as a test driver at the prov-
grounds, and was testing the Arm-
~ tires on a truck<ractor rig.
fle dri 8t & speed of 60 miles
m. m M t‘" *'. e.“‘
ns V‘:«Hutohueumldmo

Armstrong admitted that 50 pércent
the tred was worn down on the tire,
sald It was a “non-interest spare.”

‘ 2 “non-

ad awarded Vr«l‘n widow
000, and his son $12000 in

amages.

y ALFRED SHEINWOLD

m not sure who played today's
ind. It happened in a national tour-
ment some years and my
fsn't what is to be.

Harold and Ella Ruth Wallace flank the Texas Historical
Commission marker designating the restored Willilam Becknell
house, near Clarksville, as a Texas historical site. The Wallaces .

restored the house, which is now their home.

Stronger system won't guarantee no blackouts

By MARTIN MERZER

NEW YORK (AP) — Power com-
nies around the country, learning
- New ::rt'l cit blackout
year, have ltrnﬁh:nod their
systems for delivering electricity this
summer, But officials still aren't of-
fering guarantees that a major black-
out won't ha again.

“We know damn well that once you
say there probably won't be a black-
out, there usually Is one,” says Fran-
cis Rivett, a spokesman for New
York's Public Service Commission.
“We don't tempt fate.”

So far In 1978, about 775,000 Ameri-
cans have endured power fallures
lasting from a few minutes to 17
hours.

Hundreds of thousands of others
were affected by voltage reductions
caused mainly by the coal strike ear-
ller this year.

It was just about a year ago that
Charles Luce, chairman of i-
dated Edison of New York, was say-
ing his utility was in its best shape
15 years. Three days later, after light-
ning bolts hit transmission equipment
on a hot and humid July 13, § million
metropolitan New York area resl
dents dependent on Con Ed were
plunged into a total power loss.

It took nearly 18 hours to restore all
service. Hundreds were hurt in loot-

and accidents. Damage claims for
$10 billion were flled.

A 208-page staff report by the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission
Thursday said the New York Ci

y “resulted from a com
nation of natural elements, nulp
ment malfunctions, questionable sys-
tem design features, and operating

The however, praised Con
Ed for taking corrective since

then which it said now make the city's
electrical system less vulnerable to a
similar blackout.

Following the New York blackout,
the Federal Power Commission or-
bnd each utility to examine its sys-

Mvumnmh‘mdm

nm&mywunum
“It's unfortunate, but this is the
way other systems learn to make

Deceptive discard
orks for declarer

torney: the Los Angeles Larry Weiss,
an insurance broker. Both are well
known bridge experts.
South wilfully and maliciously
discared a spade from dummy whith
the ace of clubs. Since Sowth's
weakness was diamonds his play was
ana to tell the cpponents a fib.
led a trump at the se-
cond trick West won and shot back the
nine of spades, trying to attack
South's weak point.
La 'ohuhol'l'h‘:u
ry sadly at
this naive defense. “Tsk, tsk.” he
said, but

wyer do a thing like that?
o:-.-u»m...-m Will the
true Larry Weiss please stand up and

il

tain service to the rest, Slow, skimpy
load shedding contributed to New
York’s problem last year, investiga-

tors have said.

“It used to take us about 30 minutes
to shed (about one-fifth of the) load,

Insurance
decision
scheduled

AUSTI

N, Texas (AP)

— State Insurance Board
members scheduled a

decision
surance

Monday on in-
rate increases

that mean “many, many

of dollars’ to

Texas home owners.
The Monday session

was set after board

chairman Hugh Yantis

recommen

ed late

Thursday that Texans be
given another year with-
out an increase in their

homeow

premiums.

Insura

nce nuthormes

estimate the
surance blll d by
Texas propoﬂy o\vnon

at $807.8
Yantis

million.
also asked his

fellow board members to

prohibit

any Insurance ,

company from reducing
agents' commissions as

a result

of any rate in-

crease the company fails

to gets

Yantis said he had no
objection to a 9.4 percent
increase in separate fire

licles

recommended

the board staff.

The &

taff had recom-

mended a 13.1 percent
hike in homeowners' pre-

The insurance

industry asked for a 14.1

. percent

“My study of the re-
ports shows that about 80
percent of the ho-
meowner policies sold
are sold at deviated or

“] cannot see that a
rate increase is justi-
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lace. This Red River County house has-been tabbed
a Texas State Historical Site by the Texas Histori-
cal Commission.

' The 19th century gabled house, built by Texas

revolutionist Willlam Becknell, has been restored
by former Midlanders, Harold and Ella Ruth Wal-

central Florida, installed a ‘“‘system
simulator’ to teach controllers how to
respond to developing power emer-
gencies, much as a flight simulator
teaches pilots to handle emergencies.
FP&L also is inStalling a more so-

phisticated control center to monitor
power flow.

~—The Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power, serving about 7
million people, now tests load-shed-
ding devices everv three months.

now we're down to three minutes by
using more sophisticated equip-
ment,” said Ken Falk, a Detroit Edis-
on official.

—Florida Power & Light Co., serv-
ing about 2 million people in south and
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A WORD TO THE WISE

Be on the lookout («‘;v
GRUBWORMS in your lawn

We have had numerous reports

*UN- W/WTED

ners insurance 6

s
of extensivé damage

PUNWANTED -

(e

FTuN-WANTED

FERTILOME PLANT ‘
FOOD PLLS
DIAZINON feeds your
lawn a complete meal and
gets rid of troublesome in-
sect problems at the same
time! you can control sur-
face insects such as ants,
chinch bugs. and bermuda
mites and subterranean in-
sects subterranean insects
such as grubworms at the

ANT

\ga!

same time' ~

FERTILOME LOOK FOR THE
registers every pesticide it PURPLE BAG! And get
u?r-‘::‘l‘.b"“:*':"’f .0 FERTILOME'S 100% !
vire guarantee: i not satisfied.
A ) and your con- . you will receive equal

fi v is well-founded in a
company that is vitally
concerned with protecting
the enyvironment.

replacemeni of your choice
of lawn and garden products
or @ cash refund with o
smile, when used accord:
to directions.

(»-,q N
LA
-

You can trust
FERTILOME. ..
IT WORKS!

____ SENDS BUGS PACKING
< AND FEEDS YOUR GRASS.

If you prefer 10 spray for
-t

I you've already fertilized your lann, you can
apph FERTILOME'S SPECIAL
INSECT KTLLER GRANLLES
containing Diazinon,
Safe to wee in flower beds, under trees and
shrubs, and on all 1y pes of turl grasses.

Loak for the
green and white bag’
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Here's how to handle wayward cleaning lady

By VIVIAN BROWN
AP Newsfeatures

A father of four was recently indoc-
trinated into the fine art of choosing a
cleaning lady. His wife was ill,

It was no small financial transac-
tion, $6 an hour, and he needed the
helper once a week for eight hours. He
learned a lot from three experiences,
and he passes on some suggestions
that t be helpful to others:

‘‘Better not choose the hired hand
for a Monday — she may be sleeping
off a Sunday bender while you wait to
give instructions before leaping on
the train for work.

*‘She may telephone and chose to do
her own bargaining tomorrow.

“When she afrives, she will delay
you with one of the many tales that
cleaning persons seem to have on tap.
There are the car problems — motor
trouble, bad battery, brakes and the

like. You name it. Her car can muster
it up. Or if it isn’t the car perhaps it
was her husband or children taken
suddenly ill or she had to drive a child
to a day camp because the bus broke
down.

“Be sure the wine or liguor bottles
are kept out of reach. If she is to be
there alone, she’ll find them if she is
inclined to nip while your wife naps. 1
leave out a few empty bottles and
store current bottles with neighbors.

“She may have no respect for your
towels. She may wad up wash cloths
and guest towels and use them with
abrasive cleaners. The cleaner-upper
may have popped them into the wash-
ing machine afterward, and without
your knowledge of what has happened
they may turn up full of holes caused
by the caustic cleaners.

“Who knows, she may use bath

PRELIMINARY MISS TEXAS WINNERS are Miss Hurst-Eu-
less-Bedford Margie Hooper, 23, swimsuit, and Miss Red Bird
Area Sandi Miller, 20, talent. The new Miss Texas will be named

Saturday night. (AP Laserphoto)

DEAR ABBY

Jealous wife should ‘pull in her claws’

“Better not choose the hired hand for a

Monday—she may be sleepi

off a Sunday

bender while you wait to give instructions
before leaping on the train for work.”’

DEAR ABBY: My hus-
band owns his own
business. It's small, but
fairly successful. He has
10 men working for him
and one girl (I'll call her
“JilI'') who handles the
office and does a great
job. Jill is only 20 and not
mrr—attnctlve. but not
ugly either.

My husband and four of
the men who work for
him recently formed a
bowling team. They're all
married men with
families. Well, Jill decid-
ed that these men need
her support, so she
started showing up at the
bowling alley with a
girlfriend when the men
bowl.

One of the wives com-
plained to me about it, so
I told my husband and he

about the selfishness of

people who buy two-door
automobiles when they
could just as easily buy a
car with four doors. Of
course, those two-door
car owners don't have to
worry. They always ride
up in front, and never
have the inconvenience of
having to crawl in and out
of a car and be confined
back there with no leg
room whatsoever.

Please don't tell me
that two-door cars are

20% «

cheaper. When one
spends $6,000 for an
automobile, a few hun-
dred dollars more doesn't
matter. | have also heard
the excuse that two-door
models are sportier and
better looking! That is
also ridiculous.

Personally, I would
rather stay home than
ride in the back seat of a
two-door car. And I hope
you will see fit to print
this in your column
because I know others

50%

Reduetions on Efegant
Buidal Gouns by
PRISCILLA o BOSTON,
HOUSE o BIANCHI,
GALINA-BOUQUET

towels or anything else available in
the bathroom that will soak up water
and cleanser to clean the tub and the
basin and maybe even the floor (you
may get lucky and have a cleaning

person that doesn't do floors! )."

He's had the experience with their
favorite towel which now looks like a
nesting place for swallows — at least
there are plenty of holes in it

Exercise tip: take
your time getting fit

By DARLA WELLES
Copley News Service

Say you're 35, and you spend your
working days at a desk. And you go
home at night, sit down and put your
feet up, and maybe have a drink or
two.

And maybe you smoke. And maybe
you're a little overweight. And you
know you should be doing something
about your health. Something to get
you fit so you won't have a heart at-
tack before you're 50. Something like
getting some exercise.

So how do you get started?

Slowly, literally walking before you
run.

That's the advice of Dr. Keaneth
Cooper, the man who's credited with
starting America jogging with the
publication of his first book,
““Aerobics,” in 1968.

Cooper, who remains one of the
nation's leading experts on and
proponents of physical fitness, ad-
vocates exercise wholeheartedly, but
cautions against overdoing it at first.

He suggests easing into an exercise
program over a period of weeks

Cooper says that it could take a
sedentary person between the ages of
30 and 39 as much as 10 to 16 weeks to
fully work into an exercise regimen
that would be effective in combatting
cardiovascular disease

For someone who chose to take up
running, for instance, the early phase
of the program would be taken up
with brisk walking. The second phase
would combine the walking with
jogging. Then, finally, would come
the full-scale running routine

Once established, the exercise
program needs to be continued with
two or more sessions a week to
maintain its effectiveness, he says

Exercising just once a week, he
says, is more harmful than not
exercising at all. At least two
vigorous sessions are required to
maintain a level of fitness. And three
or more, even if short, are best, once
the body has been conditioned for it

Cooper himself runs about 15 miles
a week in four or five relatively short
workouts. At 47, he's been keeping
records of his running since 1960. He
says he's logged 16,514 miles as of last
Dec.31

But it isn't just mileage, and it isn't

just running that Cooper is talking
about. He's talking about a system of
exercise — aerobics — which does
more than firm up the muscles and
make the body look good. A system
that is proving to have a direct effect
on toning up the cardiovascular
system and making the body work
well.

It's a system that can be measured,
quantitatively and gualitatively, on a
point scale so that it is possible to
specifically tailor an exercise
program to fit the needs, capability
and lifestyle of the individual

The number of points required per
week for the man in his 30s is 30. Less
than that number, Cooper says, Is
little better than doing no exercise at
all. And even just a few more points —
say just four or five more — can bring
about significant changes in the
factors that are analyzed to deter-
mine the state of cardiovascular
health. Those include cholesterol and
triglyceride levels in the blood,
weight loss, the ratio of body fat and
blood pressure readings

If 30 sounds a lot, remember that
Cooper's 15 miles a week of running
tallies up to about 80 points for him
and that athletes in training for the
Olympics routinely rack up 600 to 700
points.

And the points can be accumulated
in 8 number of ways. Walking at the
rate of one mile in 18 minutes will
earn one point. Running at the rate of
one mile in seven and one-half
minutes earns five points. Playing »
vigorous game of racquetball for one
hour earns nine points

In fact, the point scale covers 28
different exercises including swim-
ming, bicycle riding and a variety of

other activities which cause the body -

to utilize oxygen

They're all endurance activities, as
opposed to short-burst activities. That
is, running a mile instead of sprinting
a half-block. Things that get the
system functioning at a higher level
and keep it that way for long enough
to do some good

And almost anybody can do
something on the point list, Cooper
says, except for those who have ex-
tremely severe heart problems
requiring surgical correction before
any form of exercise can be un-

JULY CLEARANCE SALI
AND MORI

share my opinion.—NO Are your problems too

NAME, PLEASE
DEAR NO NAME:
Two-door cars are prefer-

red by some parents with Let Abby help you. For a
unpublished
prefer them for other Teply, write: ABBY in
The option is care of this newspaper.
Ride or stay Enclose a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

small children. Others Personal
reasons
yours:

home.

3207-8 WADLEY

heavy to handle alone? b

P

“Expensive, perfumed soap may be
used to wash the dog (cleaning per-
sons who don't do floors surprisingly
enough may do dogs) ... expensive
perfume may be squirted about
where she has been smoking and
don't be surprised that lipstick-
stained cigarette butts are left in the
ash trays (which you paid her to
clean) after she has left.”

On the one occasion when he spent a
day at home with the cleaning person,
the employer made several other ob-
servations:

She likes to drink milk out of the
carton, since this saves washing a
glass after use. Ditto ginger ale or
any other liquid stored in the refriger-
ator. Then, too, if her shoes need a
little touching up a handy kitchen
dishtowel can be used.

As the parent points out, not all
housekeepers would put a family
through such unpleasantries, but re-

lzing the signs might help pin.
nt some types not suited for your
employment.
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twining up the wooden
pole. 1

A gardener's face
began to iteh after he
burned some raked-up
shrubs, and a jogger's
knees blistered after she
trotted down a woodsy

path.
Itehy rash broke out
from head to toe when a

e o
a4 com eut six
months earlier.
Thousands of
Americans, from pile-
picking families to
lover's lane twosomes,
fall vietim each year to
North America's most

pernicious plant — poison
rhus and its relatives.

Other countries have
similar snares, lke
J:uuo la r trees
and mango rinds in India,
but only in America Is
poison rhus lurking in the
weeds

And no matter where it
strikes the unsuspecting
anatomy, the rhus family
-~ poison lvy, oak and
sumac — leaves an iehy
rash as its calling card.

For some, the rash is a
mild pink and disappears

.quickly. For others, the

rash Is burn-red,
with huge, weeping
blisters and destined to
last » number of weeks.
For a lucky few, ton-
tact with the rhus family
has no more effect than
brushing a butterfly’s
wings. Allergy to the
plant's ‘“‘polson,"” for
reasons as mysterious as
the action of the rash
itself, never develops.

Skin doctors warn,

“Me and Old Billy, Soving Soi 13"
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however, that even the
lucky few may not not be
as immune as they think.
“1 recently treated a 90-
year-old man who con-
tacted poison ivy for the
first time,” sald der-
matologist Dr. Adarsh
Kumar.

“He was an ardent
outdoorsman who ob-
viously had come into

By JOTUBB
Copley News Service

LOS ANGELES
“Frankly, I don't know
‘ }hll it makes any dif-

erence if a mother stays
home with her children or
Lnot,'”’ Beverly Fridley
says rather boldly. LY

“l don't think it hurt
mine any when | was
awey from home

An irresponsible
mother?

Some might assume so.
But lrldlo'y. a
psychology professor
| with four ¢ o, Is
determined to erase such
“assumptions.

She's also out to change
stereotypes held about
women and men, and the
respective roles they
“should”’ play in soclety.

“I think there's been
too much pressure on
women to be super
feminine and men to be
masculine,” she says.
“They're expected to fill
eertain very tight roles

Accident losses

ot record high
NEW YORK (AP) —
losses result-
from

i

uto accidents
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contaet with the plant
many times during his
life. For some unknown
reason, his system waited
this long to acquire
contact dermatitis.”
Kumar said three out of
every four Americans
will break out in contact
dermatitis, the well-
known skin rash of poison
plants, if they are ex-

‘“‘Gradually the
situation Is changing."
she notes, “‘but it's a slow
and sometime$ painful
process.”’

To hasten that process,
Fridley for the last three
years has taught an
outreach course for Los
Angeles Harbor College,
“Changing Roles of
Women and Men."'

Her students explore
the psychological and
soclological aspects of
woma , the effects
of blological differences
upon personality traits
and ways in which
behavioral roles and
expectations differ
between the sexes

Though not a militant
feminist, Fridley would
like to see _fewer dif-
ferences In those
behavorial roles and
expectations.

“One of the most
frustrating things for
women today," she says,
“is that they are expected
to assumie nurturing roles
and 4o behave in
traditionally feminine
ways. Men pretty much
are allowed to do
whatever they want.

“The result is that
women who aren't par-
ticularly nurturing and
who would rather do what
they want feel guilty."

Fridley speaks from
personal experience.

She says she felt
obliged to "stay home
and be a good wife and
mother'' after her first
son was born 15 years
ago.

She even stayed home a
year or 50 after the birth
of her second son,
al she was very
much interested in going
h!r“uunhol.

“My husband thought 1

stay home with the
children, and I felt gulity
for wanting te do
something more."”

When she finally did
return to college after the
older child was in kin-
dergarten, she

itch or two or three or

posed.

Prolonged exposure
will probably
almost all the rest of the
population, according to
Dr. Alexander Fisher of
the American Medical
Association.

Some dermatologists
express doubt, in fact,
that anyone is completely
immune to the danger of
poison plants. Actually,
Kunar said, it's not
poison lurking in the sap
of the three-leaved
culprits. It's a substance
cal oleoresin, and it
causes an allergy similar
to hay fever or asthma.

In the winter, oleoresin
hides in a plant’s roots. In
spring and fall, however,

e plant is in season and
oleoresin migrates to the
farthest leaves and
branches.

“Oleoresin is a com-
mon factor in all the rhus
plants,” Kumar said. "It
is what we call a

sometimes wondered
guiltily if she'd done the
right thing. ‘
*Then came the
women's movement and
an intense female con-
sciousness.

Suddenly, Fridley and
her husband, Don, a
clinical psychologist,
began examing their own
lifestyle in light of new
studies about sex roles

Based on that
examination and positive
changes Don was seeing
in his female patients
because of the
movement, the Fridleys
agreed it was time for a
personal change — both
in attitude and in action.

“Don began to feel it
was OK for a mother to
have a career, that she
didn't need to be home
with the children all the
time,"’ Fridley says.

“By this time we had
adopted two girls, but he
still agreed | should be
working if that's what |
wanted."

Fridley is convinced
her working in no way
has damaged her
children, who all appear
well-adjusted and happy

In fact, she says,
women who want to work
but stay home with their
children instead can
cause problems.

“If a woman is with her
kids begrudgingly
wishing she were
someplace else — it
really can be
psychologically
damaging, both to the
mother and toe her
children,” she explains.

‘“In many cases, it's
better for the mother to

t of the home f
be ou ocor‘h?

much of the day."

What about when the
working mother is home’

“Then I don't think she
should be expected to
care for the house and the
childrena by hersell,”
Fridley said.

1 believe the husband
should share those
responsibilities "

Mortage prepayment not advised

if other borrowing results

Many homeowners prefer to make '‘prepayments’’
on their mortgages (by paying larger amounts than
necessary) in order to retire the debt faster. While
prepayment makes more sense in some cir-
cumstances than in others, keep this thought in
mind: mortgages, especially first mortgages, have
relatively low interest rates compared with other

types of consumer loans

Rorrow to Aaance othe |

. It would not be wise to

2 homeowner then has to

things, such as a vacation,

new appliances or home improvements, according to
the Texas Society of Public Accountants.

catechol,

allergy or delayed

hypersensitivity reac- superstition, water is an

effective sHort-term
during treatment. Warm water
which antibodies rush to will relieve itching and
the point of attack in a breaking the blisters does
furious defense by the not necessarily spread
body against invading the rash.

tion,"”
The delay,

oleoresin, takes from 10

days after an initial blister fluid spreads the
exposure to a couple of rash, Kumar said. “A
hours for highly allergic simple trip to the doctor
can bring relief almost
“Quick action with immediately.”

victims.

soap and water can wash

off the catechol before it cortisone, orally or by
has a chance topenetrate s hot s,
the skin,” Kumar said. tihistamines. ‘‘Cortisone

“Once in, however, and
the ailergic response
must run its own course.”
Most home remedies
have little effect once
dermatitis develops.
Some products, in fact,
can be harmful.
‘“Creams and oint-
ments just help spread
the condition,”” Kumar
said. ‘““‘Simple com-
presses, warm water and

Female psychology professor wants
to change men, women stereotypes

In the Fridley home,
Beverly takes care of
about 70 percent of the

“homework’’ and Don the
remaining 30 percent.

She admits it isn't yet
an ideal situation, “but
it's a lot better than the
100 percent share many
women have." '

She's also encouraged
that newlyweds today
seem to be sharing
household respon-
sibilities from the
beginning more than
those in the past.

“When we get rid of
rigid feminine and
masculine stereotypes,
we allow men and women
to be just people, and |
think that works out
better for everybody."

and contact calomine lotion
with the skin results in an gooduuymu.".n =

o Sorry we cannot accept

Contrary to popular

“They work within

can't buy them without a

there are possible ¢
complications.”

four

attacks the inflammation gnd we have reserve
and antihistamines stop times in the office for
the itching,” Kumar said. emergency calls.

“Nonetheless, when it

hours and clear up the poison rhus, the
rash in a day or two. You g:':&. for anyone in

1 is the
prescription because :’l’d‘ outdoors stil

adage, ‘“‘Leaves of
ree, letit be."”

Drowsiness and
secondary allergies are
among the complications
of the medications,
Kumar said, sometimes

Neither redness nor

producing reactions more

Relief comes from mg‘f“l than the original
and an “éorthone will cure the

rash that gets out of hand,
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1 It is one mile west of proeduction and LITTLE ROCK (AP) — Rep. : :
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R o T S east lines of section 28-17s-26e and | Thursday that the prob- | Dbe drilled deep into geopressured  the geothermal goopressured reser- 88 coast may contain &3 much &
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[ meynumﬁmmn?'man failure of to produce a them as sources will s the large quantity of natural gas  coverable reserves of methane gas.
DOFF : unidentified Wolfcamp discovery and CHAVES TESTER comprehensive energy pro- be dedicated with a host of thought to be dissolved in the hot The nation currently consumes ap-
/ o rgpir ths McClellan Oil Corp. of Roswell No. gram. dignitaries on for the event. waters. proximately 20 trillion cublc feet of
/ miles north- | & o rathon-State will be dug one Wright, the House majority UT Austin researchers believe the  natural gas per year.
west of the Roxie (Rustler) field
and three-quarters miles north of the leader, was in Little Rock to Keynote sruker for the 2 p.m.
DOFF IRION WILDCAT Double L (Queen) field of Chaves speak at a Democratic Party public dedication wiil be fohn
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