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AUSTIN - On Tuesday, Governor 
Greg Abbott held a press conference 
and announced that he will be issu-
ing an Executive Order to expand 
openings of certain businesses and 
activities. “Texas is in a position to 
continue opening parts of our econ-
omy because of the efforts and deter-
mination of the people of Texas,” said 
Governor Abbott. 

The Governor was joined for the 
press conference by Texas Depart-

Governor Expands Business Openings In Texas
ment of State Health Services (DSHS) 
Commissioner John Hellerstedt, MD, 
Texas Division of Emergency Man-
agement (TDEM) Chief Nim Kidd, 
Texas Health and Human Services 
(HHSC) Acting Executive Commis-
sioner Phil Wilson, TEA Commission-
er Mike Morath, and Adjutant Gen-
eral of Texas Maj. Gen. Tracey Norris.

 Per the Governor’s announce-
ment, wedding venues and services 
required to conduct weddings may 

immediately open. Weddings held 
indoors other than at a church, con-
gregation, or house of worship must 
limit occupancy to 25%. Wedding 
reception services may also resume, 
but facilities must limit their occu-
pancy to 25% of the total listed occu-
pancy. These occupancy limits do not 
apply to the outdoor areas of a wed-
ding reception or to outdoor wedding 
receptions. 

Continued on Page 4.

When Dogs Fly

Parmer Paws A 501(c)3 non-profit organization dedicated to the prevention of cruelty to animals, 
the relief of suffering among animals, and the extension of humane education.

For many of the dogs rescued 
by Parmer Paws, the change from 
competing for food and avoiding 
predators or abusive humans to liv-
ing with a foster family is a first step 
toward a permanent home. They 
move from danger to safety. The 
next step to a permanent home may 
occur quickly—one of the shelters 
that has adoption facilities could 
have a space; a new family may soon 
welcome the dog to their home. For 
some, however, that next step may 
be long in coming. The network 
of people seeking homes for these 
dogs must often search beyond 
county and state boundaries to find 
those homes. In that process of find-
ing their homes, some dogs actually 
fly. 

One of the people in that human 
network is Brenda Walsh. She part-
ners with groups such as Parmer 
Paws and provides a unique service. 
Some think of her as the travel agent 
for flying dogs. She explained, “I had 
been volunteering at the Amarillo 
shelter when I learned of the Pilots 
and Paws group. They are a national 
non-profit that links rescue groups 
with private pilots who volunteer to 
fly dogs to shelters or foster place-
ments in order to find permanent 

homes. They combine the flying to 
accumulate the hours they need to 
maintain their licenses with helping 
rescue groups save animals.”

According to Walsh, the typical 
flight for one pilot is 250 miles. But 
some of the dogs’ destinations are 
farther away, so her work involves 
making connections and coordi-
nating many “moving parts” in the 
trip. Destinations have included St. 
Louis, Kansas, Nebraska, Wisconsin, 
and Oregon. A recent flight detailed 
on a Facebook page Walsh main-
tains for her work, Friends of Texas 
Panhandle Shelter Pets, https://
www.facebook.com/FTxPSP/ , in-

volved five dogs, six pilots, and des-
tinations in New Mexico and Wis-
consin. 

Walsh said that groups like Par-
mer Paws not only make use of the 
service she provides, but they also 
complete the steps vital to preparing 
the dogs from Parmer Paws to fly. 

For example, Parmer Paws vol-
unteers must submit photos and 
videos of the candidate flyer dogs; 
they have to vaccinate for parvo 
and distemper, deworm, and have 
a vet vaccinate for rabies, provide 
prescription flea and tick medicine, 
and a heartworm test. A vet is also 
necessary to provide the health cer-
tificate that allows the animals to fly 
across state lines. For some, there 

may be other tests required, and 
grooming is essential for each dog. 
All those necessary steps take time 
and effort on the part of volunteers. 
And after all that preparation, the 
volunteers also transport the dogs 
to the airport, usually in Hereford or 
Amarillo. 

Why does Walsh spend hours at 
her part of this volunteer work? She 
said, “Every small job is important. 
Without volunteers, these animals 
would suffer.” When asked if there 

was something more she would 
like to share, she replied, “Spaying 
or neutering is a big part of respon-
sible pet ownership, and that alone 
would solve a lot of the problem of 
abandoned or abused animals.”

You can also help by joining Par-
mer Paws and volunteering. You 
could be a part of the process of 
helping a dog fly to a better life in 
a new home. See the forms page 
on the Friona Star Website  https://
www.frionaonline.com/forms

photos of Maisie, a flying dog, ready for her trip.

Public Works Director Salvador Garcia inspects work being done in Phase 1 of the new housing 
project at 6th and Ashland. The new triplex and quadplex residential properties are scheduled to 
be completed near the end of October.

Phase 1 underway
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “__  __ ain’t
      true, there ain’t a
      cow in Texas”
  5  “up __  __ good”
      (doing bad things)
  6  Dallas’ “Energy
      Plaza” was once
      “____ Tower”
  7  TXism: “the fat __
      __ the fire” (trouble)
  8  TX Cody Jinks sang
      “I’m ___ the Devil”
  9  Conway Twitty sang
      “We ___ But Now
      You Don’t (1982) 
12  Jason Garrett is now
      a NY _____ coach
17  Quitaque newspaper:
      “Valley _______”
19  TXism: “that gets
      my dander up”
21  where naughty Stars
      go: _______ box
22  old or sick person
      confined indoors
23  TXism:“__  ____ es
      su casa” (friendly) 
28  TX Storm who was
      “My Little Margie”
29  TXism: “want __  
      __ bad I could spit”
30  middle ear bones  
31  shingled areas on
      houses
35  a toast: “__  ___
      friends, near and far”
36  TXism: “useless __
      _______  __ a pig”
42  TX Willie sang a
      version of “After ___
      _____  __ Gone”
44  in Morris County
      on U.S. 67

  1  TXism: “if the saddle
      squeaks, __  ____
      ____  ___”
  2  TXism: “a sight ___
      ____ eyes”  
  3  Austin was arrested
      in Mexico in 1834
      for “________ insur-
      rection” in Texas
  4  saloon item: spit____
  9  TXism: “____ as 
      week-old soda pop”
10  home buyers look for
      small ones (2 wds.)
11  this Susan starred
      in TX-based 1992
      film “Bed of Lies”

46  TXism: “hungry as a goat
      on _  ________ pasture”  
48  steal cattle
49  _  _ Fehrenbach was a
      noted TX historian
50  makes a mistake
51  golf ball holder (2 wds.)
52  college admissions test
53  TXism: “____ double
      ringed” (married woman)
54  TX-based 1985 film:
      The ____ to Bountiful”

56  TXism:
      “table graze” 
57  Reagan’s “Star
      Wars” (abbr.)
58  TXism: “bat __
      eyelash” (blink) 

12  Texas produces
      the most natural
      ___ in the U.S.
13  Gov. Ann about W:
      “he was born with
      a silver foot __
      ___  _____
14  TXism: “split _
      ___” (laugh hard)  
15  TX DeAndre
      Jordan NBA team
16  TX ZZ Top, e.g.  
18  sheep sound
20  Mavs’ former point
      guard, Nash (init.)
      (1998-2004)
23  TX “Wildfire” singer,
      Murphy (init.)
24  “___ More Beef”

25  blood danger
26  Hawaiian “howdy”
27  TV remote button
32  TXism: “don’t give
      a hoot __ a holler”
33  TX Willie sang “All
      __ Me” (1978)
34  “Kung __ Panda”
36  type of welding
37  dry, arid

38  Galveston wharves
39  TXism: “never let 
      ‘__  ___ you sweat”
40  Warren of 1969 film
      “The Wild Bunch”
      with TX L.Q. Jones
41  Dallas Stars leag.  
43  TX Don Henley sang
      “Hole __ the World”
45  first two vowels
47  this Erik was in 1976 
      “Midway” with TX
      Dabney Coleman
48  coarse metal file
55  TXism: “you can
      write __  __ ink”
      (positive)
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Texas Panhandle:
1995 cases, 31 deaths
Armstrong County: 2
Briscoe County: 1
Carson: 1
Castro County: 15
Childress: 1
Collingsworth: 1
Cottle: 2
Dallam County: 11
Deaf Smith County: 38
Donley County: 25
Gray County: 68
Hansford County: 11
Hartley County: 6
Hemphill County: 1
Hutchinson County: 19
Lipscomb: 2
Moore County: 434
Ochiltree County: 25
Oldham County: 3
Parmer County: 16
Potter County: 907
Randall County: 310
Roberts County: 2
Sherman County: 19
Swisher County: 10
Wheeler County: 12

Eastern New Mexico: 
37 cases, 1 death
Curry County: 20
Quay County: 4
Roosevelt County: 10
Union: 3

Oklahoma Panhandle:
261 cases, 3 death
Beaver County: 8
Cimarron: 1
Texas County: 252

Texas:
34,422, cases
948 deaths

United States:
1,234,951 cases 
72,023 deaths

Worldwide:
3,655,959 cases 
256,934 deaths

Coronavirus cases confirmed

COVID-19 News

‘Disease triangle’ indicates COVID-19 peak isn’t the end
Lessons from the plant world offer insight into COVID-19 pandemic

Written by Kay Ledbetter, 806-677-5608, skledbetter@ag.tamu.edu

Plants are no strangers to 
diseases and devastating out-
breaks. Humans can learn a 
valuable lesson from them 
when it comes to the current 
COVID-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to a Texas A&M pro-
fessor.

While the urge is to return 
to our workplace and busi-
ness once diagnosed CO-
VID-19 cases peak, a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research vi-
rologist and plant patholo-
gist says one must only turn 
to the plant world to see how 
that would be a mistake.

“When we reach the peak, 
we are at best only halfway 
towards coming down from 
this mountain of disease,” 
said Karen-Beth Scholthof, 
Ph.D., a professor in the De-
partment of Plant Pathology 
and Microbiology at Texas 
A&M University.

Scholthof concurs with 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, director 
of the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Dis-
eases, that social distancing 
should continue until there 
are essentially no new cases, 
no deaths.

Her reasoning is based on 
a long-standing concept from 
plant pathology, which she 
says describes the spread of 
any disease, explains why en-
vironmental measures mat-
ter, and sheds light on the 
similarities between plant 
and human diseases.

“All biology is connected.  
Now is the time to learn from 
other areas of science and 
the environment,” said Pat-
rick J. Stover, vice chancellor 
of Texas A&M AgriLife, dean 
of the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences and direc-
tor of  AgriLife Research. “We 
may need to take extra time 
now, which we know will be 
difficult in the short-term, 
but life-saving for many in 
the long-term.

“The novel coronavirus is 
certainly revealing our vul-
nerabilities, from the food 
supply system to our social 
environments to the quality 
of life. We must learn from 
this experience, including 
prioritizing the development 
of cutting-edge technologies 
to protect from and prevent 
against COVID-19 and its far-
reaching effects on our lives 
before we restart the vicious 
cycle once again, especially 
the most vulnerable.”

The disease triangle
Disease outbreaks depend 

on the “disease triangle,” 
Scholthof said. This concept 
arose more than 60 years 

ago when George McNew, a 
plant pathologist at the Boyce 
Thompson Institute for Plant 
Research, diagrammed the 
fact that an epidemic arises 
from the interaction of three 
factors – a susceptible host, a 
virulent pathogen and a hos-
pitable environment.

Scholthof said a simple 
form of McNew’s disease tri-
angle is helpful to explain 
the key role of environment 
in the success of pathogens 
such as SARS-CoV-2, the vi-
rus that causes COVID-19.

Genetically identical plants 
are a “monoculture” and 
are especially vulnerable to 
emerging pathogens and 
disease. Today, plant pa-
thologists break these cycles 
of disease by modifying or 
controlling either the host, 
the pathogen or the environ-
ment.

“We may breed crops that 
are resistant to the disease, 
plant them in a different way 
or at different times or use 
chemical treatments to pro-
tect the plants from harmful 
fungi, viruses, bacteria and 
insects,” Scholthof explained. 
“By changing the host with 
resistance genes, stopping 
the pathogen with chemicals, 
or altering the environment 
by planting earlier or later, 
for example, we can control 
an outbreak of a new disease 
or seasonal recurrence of a 
known pathogen.”

In the case of COVID-19, 
people are the susceptible 

hosts and SARS-COV-2, the 
virulent pathogen. The con-
stant and close contact be-
tween people is the hospi-
table environment needed 
to keep this pandemic going 
strong. The novel coronavi-
rus, having jumped from an 
animal host, has become ex-
traordinarily successful at in-
fecting humans.

“We do not have popula-
tion-wide immunity to this 
virus,” Scholthof said. “Again, 
from Dr. Fauci, we ‘don’t 
make the timeline, the virus 
makes the timeline.’ Until 
drugs or vaccines are shown 
to control the virus and the 
disease, we can only do our 
part to disrupt an environ-
ment that is favorable to the 
novel coronavirus.”

Taking a page out of plant 
pathology history

She used the Great Irish 
Potato Famine, a humanitar-
ian crisis, to shed light on the 
close link between patho-
gens, the environment and 
society — including how an 
epidemic drives policy while 
unmasking social and eco-
nomic injustice.

“These are issues that strike 
close to home since COV-
ID-19 has become our daily 
reality,” Scholthof said.

The Irish potato famine was 
precipitated by late blight dis-
ease of potato, which still oc-
curs today. First-hand reports 
from Ireland described how 
the blight sprung up over-
night with fields of lush green 

plants suddenly destroyed, 
resulting the near total col-
lapse of the potato crop.

Although disease out-
breaks were also occurring in 
Europe and North America, 
the dependence of the Irish 
poor on the potato for most of 
their food calories was devas-
tating. This plant disease out-
break led to the emigration of 
a million people from Ireland 
and another million deaths 
— a loss of 25% of the coun-
try’s population.

“It was a single pathogen 
that provided a horrifying 
lesson for the need to scien-
tifically manage, reduce and 
control disease,” Scholthof 
said. “COVID-19 will recur 
if we do not continue to per-
turb the virus’s favored envi-
ronment until either a vac-
cine to strengthen the host 
or medications to destroy the 
virus are created.”

Controlling the outbreak
There may be a single peak 

of infection, waves of infec-
tion, or seasonal recurrence 
of COVID-19 in our com-
munities, Scholthof said. 
Similarly, potato late blight 
disease that caused such de-
struction is ongoing today, 
but in a controlled environ-
ment.

“Ongoing COVID-19 infec-
tions would suggest that we 
have not been sufficiently 
vigilant with perturbing the 
virus’s favored environ-
ment,” she said. “Today, and 
for at least the near future, 
disrupting a favorable envi-
ronment for the virus is the 
main element of controlling 
the spread of the disease, and 
the disruption must continue 
until either proven vaccines 
or medications are created.”

Social distancing and good 
hygienic practices remain 
the best community options 
available to break the disease 
triangle, Scholthof said. Sim-
ple efforts such as handwash-
ing disrupt the virus’s mem-
brane envelope, preventing 
it from initiating an infection.

“With time, we, the host, 
may acquire ‘herd immunity’ 
as a form of protection from 
the virus,” she said. “Or the 
amazing ongoing scientific 
work may identify safe and 
effective treatments or a vac-
cine.

“But we must remain vigi-
lant in continuing with the 
recommended practices that 
create an unfavorable envi-
ronment for the virus until 
that time occurs,” Scholthof 
said. “We must not become 
complacent.”

Wash your hands
Stay 6 foot away
Wear your mask
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1. Mother’s Day is a time to honor a mother, ______ or even a special aunt.
2. Soon after the death of her mother (in May 1905), a woman named Anna Jarvis
    urged people to support the idea of a national ______ for moms.
3. Anna wanted people to show respect for ______ and 
    to give thanks for all the work that mothers do for us.
4. She gave out her mother’s favorite ______, the white 
    carnation, a custom that spread to many states.
5. Her home ______ of West Virginia was the first
    (in 1912) to have an official Mother’s Day celebration.
6. On May 9, 1914, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson declared the first 
    ______ Mother’s Day to honor mothers whose sons had died in war.
7. Mother’s Day is celebrated on the second _____ in May (U.S., Canada).
8. A beautiful, historic building in West Virginia was named 
    The International Mother’s Day Shrine and Museum.  
    They hold teas and programs to promote the ______ 
    of mothers (and other women) to our country. 
9. Businesses promote the ______ of cards, flowers, jewelry and other gifts for Mother’s Day.
10. Although it is nice when children give a gift, it is even more special when they 
      take the ______ to write a letter or to do something special with their moms. 
11. Often families attend religious services, have picnics or do ______ get-togethers or calls.
12. Can you ______ a breakfast, write and decorate a card or plan an activity for your mom’s special day?
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Happy Mother’s Day!
     I love Mother’s Day! I was wondering how this lovely holiday 
for moms began, so I went to the library to do research to find out. 
I searched web sites on the computer. I found beautiful books full of 
stories and pictures. To find out what I learned about Mother’s Day
read my clues below, then fill in the crossword puzzle.

 

  I made 

 a funny card

for my Mom!

Sundaygrandmother

motherhood

flower
state

national

time

buying

family

make

contributions

holiday

Mommy?

Do You Know...?
              Sometimes we wear
a white carnation to honor a mother 
who has died and a red or pink carnation 
      for a mother who is still living.

Things Moms Do For Us!
     Oh my gosh! If I listed all the 
things our moms do for us I’d have 
to list a billion bajillion things. 
     When we are tiny newborns 
our Moms feed us, comfort us,
diaper us, rock us to sleep, burp 
us, walk us, sing to us and keep 
an eye on us all day long. Gee,
how tiring must that be?
     Now we are older and go to
school, but moms still do so
much for us. Here is a list my
friends and I put together.  
     

A. bake
B. buy
C. drive
D. take
E. remind
F. make
G. listen
H. shop
I. coach
J. mend
K. watch
L. mop
M. save
N. cheer
O. check
P. fold
Q. plant
R. pay
S. teach
T. wash

1.   Match each chore with 
    the word that makes sense.  
 

2.   Then find and 
    circle the word 
    in the puzzle.  

N C H E C K X G T P S C H M B V E W O
I H A I M T W X E E A S M U G A Y U B
M J G E P X P Z A G A Z N Q C F E O Q
D E K J U Z S F C W R O I R O O D H F
F R N S Q V P R H C I S F E B L B L W
D H E D H G F E N P A A Y M A D A A B
R V C A F O Y E P T U V U I K J K G V
P P L Q B O P H Y A U E A N Y H E M B
W A T C H O N C N W Y G D D V I M A B
V G Y N B J F E M C D T N A L P V K H
Y O L U J T K W H O N F L C I F D E K
N T D U T A W H A V P K T O P A R M Z
D H W T T V M N B E U R C U P U I Z X
N Z Y T N V M L T H P C O A C H V J U
P L I S T E N E R J C I M B J C E A V

1. ______ the beds
2. ______ for groceries
3. ______ us to the dentist
4. ______ to our fears
5. ______ us to practices and lessons
6. ______ our sports team
7. ______ for the school sale
8. ______ holes in our favorite clothes 
9. ______ us to feed the dog
10. ______ supplies for school
11. ______ money for a rainy day
12. ______ our homework
13. ______ for us at our games
14. ______ us how to cook
15. ______ our favorite T.V. show 
16. ______ vegetables or flowers
17. ______ the floors
18. ______ the windows
19. ______ the bills
20. ______ the laundry

Fir� Dance Le�onsEighteen Do�a�Dance Stu�o $18.00 DOG 
FOOD

A Precious Gift!

Mothers spend their _______ on us.

     Moms give us many gifts: love, care, energy,
money. They also give us a gift of something they 
can never get back for themselves. It is one of the most precious 
gifts they can ever give us: we watch it every day,

we use it,
it flies by,
once we spend it, we can
never get it back...

Color  Key:
P = Pink
Y = Yellow
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Newspaper Fun!
 

www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!
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We’re taking the time to plant... ...flower boxes or pots for our Moms.

Phone: 806-250-2211 • Fax: 806-250-5127 
Email: frionastar@wtrt.net

Friona Flashbacks

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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       I F I T
       T O N O
       A R C O
       I S I N
       N O T  D I D  G I A N T
       T R I B U N E  A N G E R S
       P E N A L T Y  S H U T I N
  M E C A S A  G A L E    I T S O
  M A L L E I     R O O F S
   T O O L D  A S P E R F U M E O N
    T H E F I R E I S    O M A H A
     A C O N C R E T E  R U S T L E
      T R   E R R S  A T E E
           S A T  S H E S
            T R I P
            E A T
            S D I
             A N    

WELCOME HOME 
MAIN….City Man-
ager Paula Wilson 
holds the scissors as 
city officials, Cham-
ber of Commerce 
members and am-
bassadors gather 
this week for the 
official Main Street 
re-opening ribbon 
cutting. Ron Carr 
photo. (Friona Star, 
April 17, 1998)

The warning sirens around town went off “without warn-
ing” Wednesday morning just before 8 a.m. There were no 
warning signs that the warning sirens would start warning 
people without warning. Too bad the system does not have 
a snooze button.

«««
 Prairie Acres Administrator Casey Tiffany would like to 

thank everyone for their cooperation with the visitor restric-
tions, donating masks, bringing treats, and giving out sweet 
words of encouragement. She would like to remind family 
and friends that they can also use facetime and webcams to 
stay connected with their loved ones. You are invited to send 
flowers on Mother’s Day if you wish to do so. The Resident 
of the Month is Jack Dennis. The Employee of the Month is 
Adriana Alvarez. She works in the Dietary department and 
has been with Prairie Acres since October 2019. 

«««
The Friona Cemetery Association announced that the an-

nual clean-up day which was scheduled for Thursday, May 
14th has been cancelled due to Covid-19 concerns. Any 
cleanup by individuals or small groups in the near future 
would be appreciated. 

«««
Last Chance!!! The City of Friona is on the lookout for the 

best-looking face mask. If you think your face mask is a win-
ner, email a picture of yourself sporting it to cityinfo@frion-
atx.us. The winner of the contest will be announced on Fri-
day,  May 8th and receive $100 worth of Friona bucks to be 
used at local restaurants.

«««
 National Days

May 7 — Day of Prayer
May 8 — Provider Appreciation Day

May 9 — Train Day
May 10 — Mother’s Day

May 11 — Foam Rolling Day 
May 12 — Fibromyalgia Awareness Day

May 13 — Apple Pie Day
«««

This week the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue 
sent letters to Governors across the nation and leadership of 
major meat processing companies to establish the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s (USDA) clear expectations for the 
implementation of President Donald J. Trump’s Executive 
Order signed last week. The President’s Executive order di-
rects plants to follow the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) guidance specific to the meat processing industry to 
keep these critical facilities open while maintaining worker 
safety. 

“USDA expects state and local officials to work with these 
critical meat processing facilities to maintain operational 
status while protecting the health of their employees,” Sec-
retary Perdue said. “Meat processing facilities are critical 
infrastructure and are essential to the national security of 
our nation. Keeping these facilities operational is critical to 
the food supply chain and we expect our partners across the 
country to work with us on this issue.”
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Reported by the Parmer County Sheriff’s Office:
Randy Geries, Sheriff

Warranty Deeds recorded at the Parmer County 
Clerk’s Office from April 23, 2020 to April 30, 2020

Susie Spring, County Clerk

WE HavE
THrEE LocaTions To 

sErvE You
301 W. 3rd • Hereford

(806) 363-2265
Open Monday Through Friday 

8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Drive thru Friday until 6 p.m.

403 N. 25 Mile Ave. • Hereford
(806) 360-2100

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Drive thru open until 6 p.m.

710 W. 11th • Friona 
(806) 250-2900

Open Monday Through Friday 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

Drive thru Friday until 6 p.m.

The bank designed with YOU in mind.

We’re Here For You!

During this difficult time we remain committed to providing you with 
excellent customer service. Please let us know how we can help you.

www.fnbhereford.com • Online Banking  
TeleBank (806) 364-8300NMLS#631662

• Free Checking
• Premier + Senior Accounts

• Reward Checking
• Savings/ Real Saver

• Certificate of Deposits
• Money Market Accounts

• 18 Month “Raise Your Rate” CDs
• IRAs • Direct Deposit

• Safe Deposit Box Rentals
• FDIC Insured

• Convenient ATMs
• ATM/ CheckCards/ Business Debit Cards

• Free Internet Banking 
with Free Bill Pay • Mobile App

• Telebank-24 Hr Telephone Banking
• Bank Cashiers Checks

• VISA Money Cards
• Commercial Loans

• Mortgage Loans
• Home Equity Loans 

• Consumer Loans

(4/28/2020) Joe N. Bullock, Linda Bullock — Joe N. Bullock, 
Linda Bullock, Bullock Family Trust — All of L 7 and 8 Num 1 
Gammon Subdivision of 2 acres out of the SW Quarter of Sec 
Num 71 B. H. Kelly Subdivision recoroded in Vol 110 Page 191 
in Parmer County L 1, 5, and 6 Daniel and Gammon Division B 
No. 1 located out of SW Quarter Sec 71 B.H. Kelly Subdivision in 
Parmer County

Happy Birthday 
Friona Folks!

May 7
Jordon Peace

Misti Davis
Stephanie Cabrera
Clara Trowbridge

Karen Baker
Julia Alexander
Ruby Moroney

May 8
Randy Boeckman

Susie Davis
Jennifer (Lamb) Gonzales

Emma Talley
Jared Brown

Maegan Davis
Elizabeth Romero

May 9
Greg O’Brian

Linda Rushing
Claira Garcia
Mike Prather
Tommy Alger

Jeff Rainey

May 10
Carolin Reeve

Sandra Randall
John David Haile

Justin Jeter
Stan Ellis

Patti Zachary
Nancy Castaneda

Brandi Braillif
J’Lond Jarecki

Hillary Bermea
Trevor Steiner

Clayton Halford
Joan King

May 11
Camry Kendrick
Jesus Mendoza

Robert Jones
Reese Fleming
Butch Preston

Renee Downey
Rayce Gatlin

May 12
Richard Turner

Joel Cramer
Becky Reeve
Susie Spring

Lynn Gowens
Martin Godinez
Kimberly Jones

May 13
Trey Hurst

Mike Madrigal
David Hough
Sharla Trimm
Becky Burrell
Lillie Baxter

Vanessa Chavez

To have your 
birthdays listed 

in the newspaper, 
email them to

frionastar@wtrt.net
or call @806.250.2211

Falling gas prices streak snapped
By GasBuddy | May 4, 2020

await a boost in gasoline pro-
duction.”

Crude oil prices have rallied 
significantly in the last week 
as OPEC’s production cut took 
effect May 1 and as U.S. de-
mand shows the first signs of 
a long road to recovery. A bar-
rel of West Texas Intermediate 
crude oil stands at $19.19 this 
morning, down 56 cents from 
Friday, but up some 43% from 
last Monday morning’s $13.43 
price tag. Brent crude oil was 
also down slightly, some 47 
cents per barrel to $26.01, still 
a strong showing up 27% from 
last Monday morning’s $20.43 
per barrel. U.S. oil production 
has also started to crack under 
the weight of low prices, fur-
ther providing a floor to WTI 
prices in the coming days.

Data from the Energy In-
formation Administration last 
week printed a gain of 9 mil-
lion barrels in U.S. oil inven-
tories, which now stand 10% 
above the five-year average 
for this time of year. Gasoline 
inventories, however, posted 
a surprising drop of nearly 4 
million barrels, signaling that 
refinery run cuts have fulfilled 
their purpose of curbing a glut 
of gasoline. Gasoline invento-
ries remain 10% higher than 
the five-year average, but the 
decline also gives gasoline 
prices strength moving for-
ward, especially in light of Pay 

with GasBuddy demand data 
that shows a continued lift 
in gasoline demand off lows 
from a couple of weeks ago. 
Distillate inventories posted a 
gain of some 5 million barrels 
and now stand 13% higher 
than a year ago. While all pe-
troleum product inventories 
have seen lifts, with the ex-
ception of global crude oil, we 
aren’t close to a glut of refined 
products, which supports 
prices from falling as low as 
oil.

Across the country, the 
ultra-low gas prices have re-
bounded strongly following 
wholesale gasoline prices 
that have rallied strongly 
as demand picks up steam. 
The most common gas price 
across the country stands at 
$1.59 per gallon, up 10 cents 
from a week ago. The average 
cost at the priciest 10% of sta-
tions stands at $2.64 per gal-
lon, down 5 cents from a week 
ago, while the lowest 10% av-
erage $1.27 per gallon, up 11 
cents from a week ago. The 
median U.S. price is $1.64 per 
gallon, down 1 cent in the last 
week and about 11 cents low-
er than the national average. 

For a complete listing of all 
50 state averages, please visit 
https://www.gasbuddy.com/
usa. For cities and state data, 
visit http://fuelinsights.gas-
buddy.com.

For the first time in the last 
ten weeks, the national av-
erage price of gasoline has 
moved higher, rising 1.5 cents 
over the last week to $1.75 
per gallon today according 
to GasBuddy data compiled 
from more than 11 million 
individual price reports cov-
ering over 150,000 gas sta-
tions across the country. The 
average price of diesel, mean-
while, fell 2.5 cents to $2.43 
per gallon.

“It’s becoming a bit clearer 

that those 99 cent per gallon 
gas prices from the COVID-19 
pandemic are solidly behind 
us as gasoline demand re-
bounds across the country 
as cities and states slowly re-
open. The lowest priced sta-
tions in the country will see 
some upward movement, but 
most areas will still see de-
clines,” said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of petroleum analysis 
at GasBuddy. “While oil may 
continue to struggle, a discon-
nect between low oil prices 

and rising gasoline prices has 
emerged at the hands of re-
fineries that have slowed pro-
duction over the past month 
to avoid flooding the market 
with unwanted gasoline. As 
demand stages a rebound, it 
remains to be seen how quick-
ly refiners will raise produc-
tion to meet the locations that 
have or will begin to re-open 
in the days and weeks ahead. 
For now, expect prices to see 
upward potential- but only in 
the lower priced states- as we 

Governor Expands Business Openings In Texas
Continued from Page 1

FISD and Aramark will now be offering 
breakfast and lunch for any student 18 years 
and younger seven days a week.  Meals will 
be distributed on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 9:00 am to 12:45 pm in 
front of the Junior High Cafeteria.

New Friona ISD Meal Schedule

Beginning May 8, cosmetology sa-
lons, hair salons, barber shops, nail 
salons and shops, and other establish-
ments where licensed cosmetologists 
or barbers practice their trade, may 
open, but all such salons, shops, and 
establishments must ensure at least 
six feet of social distancing between 
operating work stations. Tanning sa-
lons may also reopen under the same 
limitation. Also starting May 8, swim-
ming pools may open subject to cer-
tain limitations, including on their oc-
cupancy or operating levels.

 Beginning May 18, office buildings 
may open with the greater of five or 
less individuals or 25% of the total of-
fice workforce. These individuals must 
maintain appropriate social distanc-
ing. Gyms, exercise facilities, and exer-
cise classes may also open on May 18, 
but must operate at 25% occupancy. 
Locker rooms and shower facilities 
will remain closed, but restrooms may 
open. Non-essential manufacturing 
services may also open on May 18 but 
facilities must limit their occupancy to 
25%. 
Surge Response Teams 

During the press conference, Chief 
Kidd and Commissioner Wilson pro-
vided details on the newly formed 
Surge Response Teams. Surge Re-
sponse Teams will serve nursing 
homes, prisons, packing pants, and 
other facilities that experience flare 
ups of COVID-19 by providing person-

al protective equipment, testing sup-
plies, onsite staffing, and assessment 
assistance. These teams will also work 
with local officials to establish health 
and social distancing standards to 
contain these flare ups. 

Guidelines for Class of 2020 Gradua-
tion Ceremonies 

TEA Commissioner Morath also 
provided new guidance on class of 
2020 graduation ceremonies for Texas 
school districts. The TEA is providing 
four different pathways for schools to 
celebrate their graduating seniors, and 
each district is at liberty to determine 
if any of these options best serve the 
needs and desires of their community:

• Completely virtual ceremonies 
that take place entirely online, with 
the use of videoconference or other 
technologies.

• Hybrid ceremonies, which consist 
of a compilation of videos of students 
being recognized in person as they 
celebrate graduation in small groups.

• Vehicle ceremonies, in which stu-
dents and their families wait in their 
cars while other graduates are recog-
nized one at time with their families 
alongside them.

• Outdoor in-person ceremonies, 
which are currently permitted for 
counties as follows: 

 ○ Between May 15 and May 31, 
an outdoor ceremony may take 
place in a rural county that has 
an attestation as described in the 
Governor’s Report to Open Texas 
that remains in effect 7 days prior 
to the ceremony. 

 ○ An outdoor ceremony may 
take place in any Texas county on 
or after June 1.

(5/3/2020) — Emilio Espinoza, 22, of Friona was ar-
resting by the Friona Police Department on a charge of 
Terroristic Threat, pending County Court. 

(5/3/20) — Cecil Cooper, 40, of Friona was arrested 
by the Parmer County Sheriff ’s Office on a charge of 
Possession CS Pg 2 > 1 gram < 4 grams, pending Grand 
Jury.
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101 North Third 251-1442

250-3913
1205 Hwy. 60 West
Friona Texas

Phone 250-5000
“Where People 

Come First”

1105 N. Cleveland
www.interbank.com

P.O. Box 956
Friona, Texas 79035

(806) 265-3433
(806) 265-3281

First Bank Bovina
Member, FDIC

Equal Housing Lender

E. Hwy. 60 • Friona TX • 806-250-2791

1010 Columbia at Hwy 60, Friona
Hours: 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Monday-Friday
250-5555

251-1324
800 Hwy. 86    Bovina, Texas

Phone 806-364-3331
Hereford, Texas 79045

THIS DIRECTORY IS MADE POSSIBLE  BY THESE  BUSINESSES WHO ENCOURAGE  ALL OF US TO ATTEND WORSHIP SERVICES.

Area Church Directory BovinaFriona

Prairie Acres
Heritage Estates

Quality Care
Assisted Living
806-250-3922

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
15th & Cleveland • 806-250-3000

CHILDREN’S CHURCH • 3 yrs-6th grade
www.calvaryfriona.org

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
6th & Summitt • 806-250-3933

Pastor Brett Hoyle
Email-firstbc@wtrt.net

Website-www.fbcfriona.com

FRIONA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8th & Pierce • 806-250-3045

Rev. Skip Hodges
Email-frionoaum@wtrt.net

Website-www.frionaumc.com

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH
North end of  Congregational Church

1601 Euclid

IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
NUEVA JERUSALEN

701 E. 11th • P.O. Box 655 • 806-346-9725
Pastor Benito Mejia

benitomejia@live.com

QUALITY OF LIFE BIBLE 
STUDY CHURCH

301 Grand Ave. • 806-240-0826
Pastors Mark & Mary Goff

SIXTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
502 W. 6th • 806-250-2769

Jeff Procter, Minister

ST. TERESA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
401 West 17th St. • 806-250-2871

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

TEMPLO BAUTISTA DAMASCO
403 Woodland • 806-250-3472

Pastor William Tapias

TEMPLO DE ADORACION
620 Washington • 806-250-5929

Pastor Roy Dominguez

TENTH ST. CHURCH OF CHRIST
10th & Euclid • 806-250-5236

Gerall Wyly

UNION CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
1601 Euclid • 806-250-3635

VICTORY FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER
9th & Washington • 806-250-2207

Pastor Robert Kerby
Website-www.thevictory.tv

FRIONA PARA CRISTO  
LLAMADOS A CONOCERLE

1007 w. 11th • 806-247-2217
Pastor Aurelio & Cynthia Silva

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
308 3rd Street
806-251-1632

Pastor Brian Mullins

CHURCH OF CHRIST
500 Ave. E

806-251-1334
Mike Prather, Minister

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

205 4th Street
806-251-1124

Pastor Larry Mitchell

ST. ANN’S 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

401 3rd Street
806-251-1511

Pastor Gregory Bunyan

LA IGLESIA DE DIOS 
DEL PRIMOGENITO

The Church of God 
of the Firstborn

102 2nd Street

IGLESIA BAUTISTA 
HISPANA
103 1st Street

806-251-5232
Pastor Rafael Marin

“We Live by Faith, Not by Sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7

frionastar@wtrt.net

Send your church news to the

1380 Hwy. 214 • 265-3425

By Jeff Procter, Minister, 6th Street Church of Christ

Panhandle Parables

Motives of Chickens and Men

By Teena HughsStand Amazed

By Brett Hoyle, Pastor, First Baptist Church

Regathering the Church

Census News

National Response Rate ................................................. 56.8%
Texas Self-Response Rate ............................................... 51.5%
Parmer County Self-Response Rate .............................. 31.6%
          Friona Self-Response Rate ..................................... 47.1%
          Bovina Self-Response Rate ...................................... 5.0%
          Farwell Self-Response Rate ................................... 15.7%

2020 Census Self-Response Rate Information – May 6, 2020

Brothers and Sisters, May 
is already here and Lord will-
ing, we will be able to begin 
regathering with our local 
churches for worship this 
month.  Although the specific 
plans for every church will 
vary in countless ways, here 
are two important consider-
ations as we approach this 
time.     

First, the goal of the church 
is not a return to normal.  If 
normal is our goal then it 
has become our idol and 
we miss what God is seek-
ing to do in us and through 
us.  Remember the Israelites’ 
regular reminiscing about 
the good ole days back in 
Egyptian slavery as God led 
them to the promised land 
(Exodus 16:3; 17:3; Numbers 
11:4-5; 14:2; 16:13; 20:3-5)?  
Their fears and idolatry led 
them into a 40 year detour, 
as an entire generation wast-
ed away in the wilderness.  
God regards our bellyach-
ing with no less admiration, 
therefore beware of idolizing 
those good ole ‘normal’ days.   
When churches begin to re-

gather for corporate worship 
there will be differences and 
adjustments from a couple 
months ago, but God remains 
the same, therefore, we rely 
on Him, not a sense of com-
fort derived from a cushion of 
normalcy.  

Second, as church leaders 
think through regathering, we 
must be prayerful, purpose-
ful and prudent.  We must be 
prayerful, seeking the Lord’s 
guidance to be clear, for His 
glory to be displayed and for 
people to be drawn to Christ.  
Pray diligently, passionately 
and regularly for God to move 
as we regather.  We must be 
purposeful.  What is the bib-
lical purpose for worship 
and gathering as a church?  
The scripture gives us clear 
purpose that supersedes cir-
cumstances calling us to be 
a redeemed people gather-
ing to worship God inten-
tionally, discipling and being 
discipled in the truth, and 
taking the gospel to the lost.  
Coronavirus has impacted 
the economy, school sched-
ules, vacations and much 

more, but it has not changed 
the purpose that Christ has 
given his church!  Stay fo-
cused on His purpose and 
make the most of the time 
at hand.  Finally, we must be 
prudent as we make plans 
to regather.  Prudence is the 
ability to make wise, reason-
able, practical and skillful 
decisions in light of pres-
ent risks.  Prudence derived 
from scriptural wisdom, the 
Holy Spirit, and wise coun-
selors are essential as church 
leaders seek the Lord’s clear 
guidance for their congrega-
tion’s regathering.  Prudent 
decisions will vary among 
congregations, but they must 
be birthed in prayer and flow 
from the purpose Christ has 
given His Church.  

As churches seek to re-
gather, please be in prayer 
for your church leaders to 
be prayerful, purposeful and 
prudent in their planning, 
and that believers not miss 
what God is doing in and 
through the church as a result 
of this crisis.

Psalm 8: 3,4:  “When I look 
at the night sky and see the 
work of your fingers--the 
moon and the stars you have 
set in place--what are mortals 
that you should think of us?”

This was the Scripture for 
a devotional I read Saturday.  
On Sunday, I heard a sermon 
about God’s amazing creation 
in the heavens, and about 
the One who created them.  I 
am combining information 
I learned from both for this 
week’s column, because both 
put in perspective just how 
much God really does love 
you, and how much He de-
sires a relationship with you.

Some fun facts about God’s 
creation in the heavens:  “As-
tronomers tell us that our gal-
axy alone contains hundreds 
of billions of stars--and the 
Milky Way is just one of hun-
dreds of millions of galaxies.”  

“Betelgeuse (the star form-
ing the right shoulder of the 
constellation Orion) is so big 
that if you were to put it where 
our sun is, it would engulf 
the planets Mercury, Venus, 
Earth, and Mars.”

And, if you look at Earth in 
its galaxy, Earth is the size of a 
pin’s head, with 7-plus billion 
people.

Yet, with all the incompre-
hensible vastness and beauty 
of God’s heavenly creation, 
isn’t it simply amazing that He 
values each of us more highly 
than He does His “incredible 
handiwork”?  That so amazes 
me every time I think about 
it!!!  That God, the Creator of 
everything, things we can see 
and things we can’t see or 
imagine; that is the God who 
values human beings, you and 
me, more than ANYTHING 
He has ever created!!!!!

How does that make you 
feel, and how do you respond?  
Do we just think it is nice? Do 
we think this is ‘above my 
pay grade,” and I can’t com-
prehend it, so I don’t know 
what to do? Are you in awe of 
who God is and how He does 
things?  

Let me suggest that we first 
be still, worship God, and 
thank Him for being our Cre-
ator.  We may not understand 
all that God does, but isn’t 
that why we keep reading our 
Bible; isn’t that why we keep 
seeking after Him in relation-
ship; isn’t that why we keep 
looking for where He is--so we 
can get to know Him better? 

I hope you “stand amazed 
in the presence of Jesus” as 
you spend time with God, 
considering who He is, and 
trying to comprehend exactly 
how much He loves you!!! 

It would be hard to quantify 
or qualify the significance of 
mothers. Mothers are extraor-
dinary gifts from God and 
have been a critical part to the 
survival of our species. It was 
mothers who alerted us to hot 
stoves, dangers of running 
with scissors or running with 
suckers in our mouths. It was 
mothers who not only warned 
us but was the first with com-
passion when we fell off our 
bikes, or swings or trees (we 
fall a lot). It was mothers who 
introduced us to learning and 
discovering the world around 
us starting with our colors 
and letters. It was mothers 
who treasured the little things 
we forgot and were reminded 
when we were older.

Mothers have impacted 
Presidents and peasants with-
out favoritism. Mothers have 
loved us when we likely did 
not deserve it. Mothers have 
been examples for good and 
godliness and we have ben-
efited from their time with 
God. Godly mothers have 
helped us cling to what is 
good and abhor what is evil. 
Godly mothers can hold firm 
to truth and offer grace at the 
same time.

In this crazy time of quar-
antine and the impacts it may 
or may not have on our Mom’s 
special day let us be reminded 
of the blessing they are to our 
lives, let us show gratitude 
and honor them with lives 
lived well. Let us simply say 

THANK YOU, MOM! For be-
ing a guiding presence in our 
lives. So, whether you are six 
feet away or miles, be sure to 
reach out and let them know 
they are loved.

In an ideal world the above 
would speak to all mothers. 
Yet reality tells us otherwise, 
so for those of you who have 
been mothered by another 
let them know they are loved. 
Not every woman has had 
a child, but every child has 
been mothered by someone 
who loved them regardless 
of biology. Happy Mother’s 
Day. May the Lord continue 
to bless and guide you as you 
take care of us in this little 
journey through life. God 
bless.
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Check Your Mirrors
By Sue Jane Sullivan

Obituaries

John C. “Dusty” and Melodee Hansard 
815 Main Friona, Texas  79035 

806-247-2729
www.hansardfamily.com 

Email:  hansardfamily@wtrt.net 
Like Us On Facebook! 

The City of Friona, Texas (“City”) and the Friona Economic Development Corporation 
(“FEDC”) will receive Proposals for the designation of a Depository Institution for the pe-
riod beginning July 10, 2020, and ending July 9, 2023.  Such proposals, addressed to the 
office of the City Manager, City Hall, 623 Main Street, Friona, TX  79035, shall be received 
until 4:00 PM, Friday, May 29, 2020, at which time the same shall be publicly opened and 
examined. Such proposals may be presented to the Mayor and City Council at the sched-
uled meeting at 6:30 PM, Monday, June 8, 2020, for consideration and awarded to the suc-
cessful bidder.

The City reserves the right to reject any and/or all proposals, waive formalities and accept 
the bid deemed most advantageous to the City.

Proposals shall be made in accordance with the attached Special Conditions and Propos-
als and any deviations there from shall be clearly identified.

Copies of specification for proposals can be picked up at City Hall, 623 Main, Friona, 
Texas.

   Leander Davila, City Manager

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Texas Comptroller Glenn 
Hegar announced state sales 
tax revenue totaled $2.58 bil-
lion in April, 9.3 percent less 
than in April 2019, the steep-
est decline since January 
2010.

The majority of April sales 
tax revenue is based on sales 
made in March and remit-
ted to the agency in April. 
Widespread social distanc-
ing requirements were not in 
place across much of the state 
until late March, meaning the 
impact of those measures af-
fected only a portion of sales 
tax remittances in April. Next 
month’s remittances likely 
will show steeper declines 
compared to a year ago, as 
the effects of both the shut-
tering of businesses related 
to COVID-19 and plummet-
ing oil prices were manifest 
throughout April.

 “State sales tax collec-
tions declined as a result of 
efforts to stem the spread of 
COVID-19 through business 
closures, crowd limits and 
stay-at-home orders adopted 
in the state, as well as a pre-
cipitous drop in worldwide 
demand for oil,” Hegar said. 
“The steepest declines in tax 
remittances were from busi-
nesses most quickly and dra-
matically affected by social 

distancing: restaurants, per-
forming arts venues, movie 
theaters, theme parks and 
fitness centers, as well as de-
partment stores and boutique 
retail shops. However, those 
losses were, to a degree, off-
set by increases from big-box 
retailers, grocery stores and 
online vendors. Remittances 
from oil- and gas-related sec-
tors also fell significantly as oil 
and gas exploration and pro-
duction companies slashed 
capital spending in response 
to the crash in oil price.” 

Sales tax is the largest 
source of state funding for 
the state budget, accounting 
for 57 percent of all tax col-
lections. It can also be a lag-
ging indicator of economic 
slowdowns. The recession 
associated with the financial 
crisis more than a decade 
ago began in December 2007 
and lasted 18 months, but 
Texas did not see significant 
sales tax declines until early 
2009. While the effect on sales 
taxes from the current eco-
nomic contraction has been 
more immediate, the impact 
of rising unemployment and 
contracting economic activ-
ity in many parts of the state’s 
economy, including oil and 
natural gas exploration and 
production, likely will act as a 

drag on sales tax revenue for 
many months. 

The effects of the March 
economic slowdown and 
falling oil prices were more 
evident in other sources of 
revenue in April 2020. Texas 
collected the following rev-
enue from other major taxes: 
(1) motor vehicle sales and 
rental taxes — $164 million, 
down 45 percent from April 
2019, the largest monthly 
drop on record in data going 
back to 1983; (2) motor fuel 
taxes — $284 million, down 
12 percent from April 2019, 
the steepest drop since 1991; 
(3) natural gas production tax 
— $67 million, down 48 per-
cent from April 2019; (4) oil 
production tax — $191 mil-
lion, down 45 percent from 
April 2019; (5) hotel occupan-
cy tax — $24 million, down 63 
percent from April 2019, the 
deepest drop in data going 
back to 1990; and (6) alcoholic 
beverage taxes — $57 million, 
down 55 percent from April 
2019. Declines were driven by 
mixed beverage gross receipts 
and sales taxes, both of which 
were down more than 58 
percent. Excise taxes on beer 
were up 16 percent from April 
2019, while wine excise taxes 
were up 9 percent from April 
2019.

State Sales Tax Revenue 
Totaled $2.6 Billion in April

An open letter to my daugh-
ter, who celebrated a birthday 
this week. I am just saving 
postage and a public outing 
by publishing it.

Dear Emily,
Do not worry.  I am not 

writing to you for any of the 
following reasons:                                                                  

1. to tell you that you were 
switched at birth                                                                                                        

2. to embarrass you with 
stories about your toddler 
cussing phase                                                                    

3. to give you advice about 
cleaning a cast iron skillet 
(which, by the way, is do not 
clean it)

No, my Boo, I am writing to 
apologize for your birthday 
timing.  

The first error in judgment 
came in your planning. We 
decided to have you, our 
second-born, on what your 
father and I called the “five-
year plan.” This is most defi-
nitely not to be confused with 
the Soviet Union’s Five-Year 
Plan instituted in 1928.  I love 
my history and you are a RED 
head, but that is purely coin-
cidental. 

Your sister surprised us in 
1982.  While she was a wel-
come delight, we were a bit 
thrown off by the realization 
that parenting was upon us 
by accident.  Yes, we were 
married, but the times were 
rocky—I was still leaving 
dishes in the sink, and your 
father would not stop with 
the bird dog re-population.  
Giving birth to Julie forced 
my hand at being more du-
tiful around the house; your 
dad’s hunting dog habit re-

mained, but the photo ops 
with Julie were adorable.

Back to you.  
Your due date was April 

28, 1987.  This was also your 
grandmother’s birthday. We 
just knew you would be on 
time and would share many 
cake and ice cream memo-
ries with Nana.  When you 
would not budge on that 
date, I turned my hopes to 
May 5.  Again with the his-
tory, I know.  Your grand-
mother taught Spanish, I 
taught Spanish, and I had vi-
sions of a baby that would be 
raised bi-lingually, celebrat-
ing birthdays with sombreros 
and margaritas.  

On May 4, Julie and I drove 
to Snyder from Gail and 
spent the afternoon at your 
Mayes grandparents.  I wad-
dled with Julie around their 
big backyard, anticipating 
that you were indeed going to 
have a Lotería first birthday 
party with an Elhew pointer 
piñata.  ¡Estaba muy emocio-
nada!  

At 8:30 that night, your dad 
and I called the doctor.  We 
met at his office. He noted 
you were in place and ready 
to greet us with your first cry 
sometime the next morn-
ing. You cannot imagine how 
thrilled I was to be having a 
Cinco de Mayo baby.

We left the doctor’s office 
at 9 p.m. Something not-so-
funny happened between 
his office and the hospital 
entrance. This was not the 
methodical by-the-book de-
livery that we had with your 
sister. You rebelled.  It was if 

you were saying to me, “No 
más! I refuse to share my day 
with General Zaragoza and 
Benito Juárez. Margaritas, 
fine.  But no Las Mañanitas!”

You won, Emily.  At 10:12 
p.m., just 108 minutes shy of 
the anniversary of Mexico’s 
independence from those ar-
rogant French, your first grito 
was heard. 

**************
Since that wonderfully 

whacky Monday night, thir-
ty-three celebrations in your 
honor have taken place.  I 
want to remind you that YOU 
chose the Cinco de Mayo 
theme for your 30th birthday, 
complete with piñatas—and 
you and Nana did consume 
margaritas together, just as 
we planned years ago. It is 
YOU who now wear your 
grandmother’s colorful Mexi-
can dress on May 5 when you 
teach the significance of the 
day to your classes.  

One more thing, Emily, 
about your birthday timing:  
I missed several May 4 cel-
ebrations due to UIL spring 
events.  I just knew retirement 
in June 2019 was going to give 
us a chance to celebrate to-
gether finally, but then a not-
in-the-least-bit funny thing 
happened in 2020. 

I hope that this crazy pan-
demic era gives birth to 
something as beautiful as 
you were that night in 1987. 
In fact, across the world, we 
may see lots and lots and lots 
of cute babies nine months 
from now.

Con mucho amor, mija,
Your mother

Dale Earl Houlette, 87, 
longtime Friona business-
man passed away May 4, 2020 
in Lubbock. Due to Covid-19 
concerns, a private graveside 
service will be held at Friona 
Cemetery. The family regrets 
the need of this because of 
the great number of people 
whose lives he has touched 
and expresses their gratitude 
for the outpouring of love 
and support they have re-
ceived. All arrangements by 
HANSARD FAMILY Funeral 
Home of Friona. 

Dale was born in Friona, 
Texas on August 19th, 1932 to 
Ernest Earl Houlette and Bes-
sie Sadie McLean Houlette. 

Dale was a life-long resi-
dent of Friona, after his high 
school graduation he de-
ferred his military service to 
attend West Texas State Uni-
versity where he received a 
B.S. in Ag Business. Upon 
graduation he served in the 
U.S. Army from 1955 to 1957 
where he was stationed at a 
Nike-guided missile base in 
California. 

After his discharge from 
the Army he returned to Fri-
ona where he saw a young 
lady he thought had the 
most beautiful smile in the 
world and he married Shir-
ley “Jane” Phipps Houlette 

on April 19th 1958. Their son 
Chris Dale was born Janu-
ary 10th, 1959 and they wel-
comed their baby girl Robin 
Gail May 14th, 1968. 

In their early marriage Dale 
and Jane owned and operated 
a spudnut shop in Levelland, 
Texas and then Dale worked 
for a fertilizer company in 
Morton until they returned 
to Friona and bought a Mobil 
Oil wholesale company. They 
have operated Houlette Pe-
troleum, Inc. since 1961. One 
of Dale’s greatest joys was to 
be able to serve “his” farmers 
and his community through 
his business. 

Dale was a humble and 
generous man and his great-
est loves were his family, 
community, his beloved Fri-
ona Chieftains and Squaws, 
fishing, his fellow Lion’s and 
sharing coffee in his office 
with generations of Friona 
farmers and merchants. 

Dale was very proud of be-
ing a member of the Friona 
Noon Lions Club for 52 years. 
He joined on October 1, 1968. 
He was a Melvin Jones Fel-
lowship recipient which is 

an honor bestowed upon a 
member when the club do-
nates $1000.00 in his/her 
name to the Lions Club Inter-
national organization. 

Dale was preceded in 
death by both of his parents, 
his brothers Kenneth, Ted, 
Wayne, and Jerry Houlette 
and his sisters Pearl Houlette 
Hutchins and Betty Houlette 
Woodson. 

He is survived by his wife 
and partner of 62 years Jane, 
his precious son Chris of Fri-
ona, his daughter Robin and 
husband Creech Richardson 
of Wichita Falls, Texas, and 
his nephew and a son of his 
heart Coy Jameson and wife 
Renee of Friona, Texas. There 
are not enough words to de-
scribe the love he had for his 
many nieces and nephews, 
both Phipps and Houlettes, 
nor the love he felt for his 
customers and community.

 In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily requests donations be 
made in his name to the Frio-
na Noon Lions Club at Friona 
InterBank. All proceeds will 
help fund the Dale Houlette 
Fighting Chieftains/Squaws 
Scholarship Fund and the 
Texas Lions Camp in Ker-
rville, Texas. 

There will be no viewing, 
but you may send condolenc-
es to the family and sign the 
online greeting book at www.
hansardfamily.com

Dale Earl Houlette

In Honor of
Dale Houlette

He served...
his country, customers, and community.

Friona Noon Lions Club
52 years of service

Dale receives recognition for Houlette 
Petroleum from Mayor Ricky White



Let us sell your property!

FRIONA
4/5/3 Brick w/cent. h&a, basement, fp, close to high school, 
$25,000 cash allowance at closing .........................$291,775

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fireplace, all electric, new storage 
building, new patio cover, sprinkler f&b ...............$145,000

3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fireplace, 2 living rooms, attic 
storage, fenced backyard, corner lot, close to H.S. Cont Pend

4/2/1 Siding w/central heat & air, new carpet, new granite 
counter tops, fenced backyard, corner lot ...........Cont Pend

BOVINA
REDUCED: Commercial Building in Bovina: Brick w/
cent. h&a, (7) offices, extra lot .............................. $62,000

SOLD
3/2/2 Brick w/cent. h&a, fireplace, basement, patio, large 
fenced backyard, close to high school .................... SOLD

3/2/2 Brick w/central heat, 2 living areas, basement, sprinkler 
f&b, two fireplaces, large fenced backyard ..................SOLD

102 E. 11th Friona
806-250-2745

frionarealestate.com

Property
Associates

Realtors

Sales  Associates:
Kevin Cooper 806-240-5468
Karla Rector 806-382-7465
George Rushing 806-265-7037

Help Wanted

Broker/Owner:
Holly Campbell 

Kevin Cooper
806-240-5468

Karla Rector
806-382-7465

Sales
Agents

Advertise
in the Star 
Classifieds

Call 806-250-2211
or email frionastar@wtrt.net

STAR CLASSIFIEDS 250-2211
Deadline: Tuesday @ 5 p.m.

Risinger 
Plumbing

Serving Friona
272-6772

Cell: 523-2222
Master License #16066

frionaonline.com

is on the web!
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Drivers
 License

Office
Schedule

Tuesday-Wednesday
9:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

Located at 
Friona Police 
Department

Building

Business

The Nutrition Spot
Phone: (575) 219-9436

Smoothie & Juice Bar • 613 Main, Friona TX

Don’t throw away 
your empty alumi-
num cans. Please 
place any cans you 
have in the trailer lo-
cated on the north 
side of the Friona Fire 
Department building 
on Main Street. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of 
the cans will go to the 
FHS Senior Class and 
help fund the gradua-
tion party.

You CAN do it!

806-250-2745

NOW HIRING
Friona ISD is looking for a substitute custodian that 
could possibly turn into full time.   Hours are based 
on need each day.  Interested applications may call 
Friona ISD 806-250-2747 or Martha Moreno 806-
346-2091.  

Friona ISD está buscando una persona de limpieza 
sustituto que posiblemente pueda convertirse en 
timpo completo. Las horas se basan en la necesidad 
de cada día.  Las personas interesadas pueden lla-
mar a Friona ISD 806-250-2747 o Martha Moreno 
806-346-2091.

Friona Interbank is seeking individuals 
to fill a teller position. To apply online, 

please go to interbank.com. Thank You.

www.frionainn.com
frionainn@gmail.com

A 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, the relief of 
suffering among animals, and the 
extension of humane education.

Volunteer opportunity. You have 
skills? Parmer Paws needs you. 
Bring your talents, whatever they 
may be, and join us. 806-240-2211 
or ParmerPaws @yahoo.com     

HELP WANTED
Tractor Driver — Farm Worker

Hub & Friona Area
$12 per hour

Call 806-922-4853

HELP WANTED
Looking for dependable and 

experienced farm help. Must have 
reliable transportation and proven 

work history. Please call  
806-418-5603 or 806-418-5116.

Created by Annimills © 2020

Happy Mother’s Day!

Things Moms Do For Us!

A Precious Gift!

1. ______ the beds
2. ______ for groceries
3. ______ us to the dentist
4. ______ to our fears
5. ______ us to practices and lessons
6. ______ our sports team
7. ______ for the school sale
8. ______ holes in our favorite clothes 
9. ______ us to feed the dog
10. ______ supplies for school
11. ______ money for a rainy day
12. ______ our homework
13. ______ for us at our games
14. ______ us how to cook
15. ______ our favorite T.V. show 
16. ______ vegetables or flowers
17. ______ the floors
18. ______ the windows
19. ______ the bills
20. ______ the laundry

A. bake
B. buy
C. drive
D. take
E. remind
F. make
G. listen
H. shop
I. coach
J. mend
K. watch
L. mop
M. save
N. cheer
O. check
P. fold
Q. plant
R. pay
S. teach
T. wash
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N C H E C K X G T P S C H M B V E W O
I H A I M T W X E E A S M U G A Y U B
M J G E P X P Z A G A Z N Q C F E O Q
D E K J U Z S F C W R O I R O O D H F
F R N S Q V P R H C I S F E B L B L W
D H E D H G F E N P A A Y M A D A A B
R V C A F O Y E P T U V U I K J K G V
P P L Q B O P H Y A U E A N Y H E M B
W A T C H O N C N W Y G D D V I M A B
V G Y N B J F E M C D T N A L P V K H
Y O L U J T K W H O N F L C I F D E K
N T D U T A W H A V P K T O P A R M Z
D H W T T V M N B E U R C U P U I Z X
N Z Y T N V M L T H P C O A C H V J U
P L I S T E N E R J C I M B J C E A V

Malouf’s Fabrics
503 W. 11th, Friona TX

Seeking full-time employee. Must be computer 
literate. Pick up application at:

Parmer County Sheriff’s Office is taking 
applications for an Emergency 911 Dispatcher.

You may call (806) 481-3303 or 
send email to sheriff@parmercounty.net 

for more information or to obtain an application.
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.806.987.3009  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner557

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle 61086SLJ

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

On, On Buffaloes!
By Walter V. Wendler, WTAMU President

Dear West Texas A&M Univer-
sity Community,

When we began the fall se-
mester, none of us imagined 
that the academic year would 
end with us working and 
learning remotely to ensure 
the health and safety of the WT 
community because of a glob-
al pandemic. 

COVID-19 has altered much 
of our daily lives, but it has not 
diminished our commitment 
to academic excellence or the 
stamina, strength, and cour-
age of our Buffalo spirit. We 
have continued to serve our 
students, the community, and 
our neighbors through our ef-
forts to continue our educa-
tional mission, make available 
the resources of the University 
to the wider community, and 
share the collective wisdom 
and experience of The Texas 
A&M University System to 
combat the spread and effect 
of the virus. 

You may have seen the an-
nouncement that WT is the 
safest campus in Texas and 
among the top 10 safest cam-
puses in America. We were 
among the first to make deci-
sions to facilitate social dis-
tancing to keep our campus 
community safe. Rest assured 
that we will continue to keep 
your safety and that of our 
community at the forefront of 
all our decisions. 

As of today, I want to share 
with you that we intend to 

safely resume in-person teach-
ing, learning, residential life, 
and athletic competition for 
the fall 2020 semester using a 
phased return approach, all 
under the leadership of the 
Board of Regents and Chancel-
lor John Sharp. This decision is 
predicated on health officials 
advising us that it is possible to 
implement a return-to-cam-
pus process in a manner that 
protects the health and safety 
of our students, faculty, and 
staff.

 It is time for the Buffaloes to 
come home to the Panhandle 
to rejoin the herd. Please real-
ize while we will be back on 
campus it will not be like this 
past fall. Social distancing and 
safety protocols will be in place 
as we return to our classrooms, 
labs, and residence halls. Our 
plans will also include recom-
mendations regarding the use 
of protective masks, testing 
and contact-tracing, and other 
tools. We are developing ways 
to reduce the density of groups 
in our student facilities, large 
lecture-based classrooms, and 
our popular campus areas. 
These same plans extend to 
special events, including ath-
letics. 

We will need to be flexible 
in considering the special cir-
cumstances of various units on 
campus, recognizing that strat-
egies for fall instruction will 
involve a blend of online and 
face-to-face classes for some 

students. We will take every 
precaution to ensure the safety 
of all those associated with WT. 
There will be inconveniences, 
but they will be necessary for 
us to get back to our campus, 
colleagues, and friends in a 
safe and responsible way. 

The Texas A&M System is 
providing guidelines to help 
us develop plans for a phased 
return to campus in the com-
ing weeks for some staff and 
faculty. As previously an-
nounced all campus sum-
mer camps and events have 
been canceled. Summer Ses-
sion I will be fully online, but 
if conditions permit, we may 
provide some face-to-face in-
struction in Summer II. The 
phased return to campus dur-
ing the summer months will 
allow us the opportunity to 
test the protocols and policies 
that will guide the re-opening 
of campus in the fall. As we 
continue to work through this 
planning, we will provide ad-
ditional communications with 
more details in a timely man-
ner. Please continue to visit our 
COVID-19 webpage. 

As I have said many times, 
West Texas A&M University is 
truly the heart and soul of the 
Texas Panhandle. Together, we 
will continue to work diligently 
to ensure our safe return to 
campus. Thank you, for your 
perseverance, prayers, and 
practice in developing new 
ways to teach, learn, and live.

Court of appeals affirms judgment ordering new election
May 1, 2020, Amarillo, 

Texas: Seventh Court of Ap-
peals Justice Larry Doss to-
day announced that after 
close of business on April 
30, an appellate court unani-
mously upheld the findings 
and order of a district judge 
who ordered a new election 
in the Republican primary 
for Justice, Seventh Court of 

Appeals. The Seventh Court 
of Appeals is an intermedi-
ate appellate court that hears 
cases for a 46-county region 
of the Panhandle and South 
Plains of Texas.

Following the Super Tues-
day elections on March 3, 
2020, it was discovered that 
more than 1,200 citizens in 
two counties were unable 

to vote in the Seventh Court 
of Appeals election because 
the race had been omitted 
from their ballots. After a 
district judge ordered a new 
election to take place, con-
sistent with the Texas Elec-
tion Code, Doss’s opponent, 
Steven Denny, brought an 
appeal to urge the Court of 
Appeals to disregard the dis-

enfranchised voters. The ap-
pellate court’s 3-0 decision 
(attached to this release) 
affirms the judgment on all 
grounds and upholds the 
citizens’ right to vote, consis-
tent with the U.S. Constitu-
tion and the laws of the State 
of Texas.

The new election is sched-
uled to take place on July 
14, 2020.

In reacting to the news of 
the court’s decision, Justice 
Doss said, “It has been an ex-
pensive and time-consuming 
legal fight, but every voter is 
important. I am pleased that 
every voter will now have an 
opportunity for their voice to 
be heard, and I look forward 
to the election in July.”

Doss was appointed by 
Governor Greg Abbott in No-
vember 2019 to serve as Jus-
tice on the Seventh Court of 
Appeals of Texas to replace 
Justice James Campbell, who 
retired last fall. Doss has 20 
years of appellate experience 
and is board-certified by the 
Texas Board of Legal Special-
ization.

State Capital Highlights
By Ed Sterling

motely from home if possible 
but may return to campuses 
to conduct remote video in-
struction and perform admin-
istrative duties under strict 
terms required by the Texas 
Education Agency.  Also, pri-
vate schools and institutions 
of higher education are urged 
to establish similar terms to 
allow faculty and staff to re-
turn to campuses to conduct 
remote video instruction and 
perform administrative duties 
when it is not possible to do so 
from home.  

Notably, the order does not 
prohibit people from access-
ing essential or reopened ser-
vices or engaging in essential 
daily activities, such as going 
to the grocery store or gas sta-
tion, providing or obtaining 
other essential or reopened 
services, visiting parks, hunt-
ing or fishing or engaging in 
physical activity like jogging, 
bicycling or other outdoor 
sports, “so long as the neces-
sary precautions are main-
tained to reduce the trans-
mission of COVID-19 and to 
minimize in-person contact 
with people who are not in the 
same household.”

The complete executive or-
der is available at gov.texas.
gov.

Cumulative figures posted 
by the Texas Department of 
State Health Services at noon 
on May 3 showed that some 
31,548 people in Texas had 
been diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 and 867 deaths had 
been confirmed as resulting 
from the influenza-like virus.

PBS, TEA launch initiative
The Texas Education Agen-

cy and PBS television stations 
on April 21 announced a joint 
initiative to air educational 
programming each week in 
each of Texas’ 10 PBS viewing 
areas during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The programming com-
menced statewide on April 20 
through the “At-Home Learn-
ing Initiative” that preempts 
regularly scheduled weekday 
programming with grade-lev-
el-appropriate programming 
divided into three age groups: 
Pre-K through 3rd grade, 5th 
through 8th grade, and high 
school. 

“This joint initiative be-
tween TEA and PBS stands 
to benefit all students as they 
work each day to navigate un-
charted waters and continue 
to do their best to learn and 
grow as students and indi-
viduals,” said Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath. 

Revenue total decreases
Texas Comptroller Glenn 

Hegar on May 1 announced 
state sales tax revenue to-
taled $2.58 billion in April, 
an amount 9.3% less than 
the amount reported in April 
2019, marking the steepest de-
cline since January 2010.

The majority of April sales 
tax revenue is based on sales 
made in March and remit-
ted to the state comptroller 
in April. Next month’s remit-
tances likely will show steeper 
declines compared to a year 
ago because of the shutter-
ing of businesses related to 
COVID-19 and plummeting 
oil prices throughout April, 
Hegar added.

Benefits may continue
The Texas Workforce Com-

mission on April 30 issued 
new guidance to unemploy-
ment claimants concerning 
their eligibility for unemploy-
ment benefits should they 
choose not to return to work 
due to COVID-19. 

The TWC said Texans can 
continue to receive unem-
ployment benefits throughout 
the COVID-19 response if they 
choose not to return to work 
for certain reasons, including:

—At High Risk: People 65 
years or older are at a higher 
risk for getting very sick from 
COVID-19;

—Household member at 
high risk: People 65 years or 
older are at a higher risk of get-
ting very sick from COVID-19;

—Diagnosed with COVID: 
Individual has tested positive 
for COVID-19 by a source au-
thorized by the State of Texas 
and is not recovered;

—Family member with CO-
VID: Anybody in the house-
hold has tested positive for 
COVID-19 by a source autho-
rized by the State of Texas and 
is not recovered and 14 days 
have not yet passed;

—Quarantined: Individual 
is currently in 14-day quaran-
tine due to close contact expo-
sure to COVID-19; and

— Child care: Child’s school 
or daycare closed and no al-
ternatives are available.

Any other situation will be 
subject to a case by case re-
view by TWC based on indi-
vidual circumstances.

SNAP online is approved
The Texas Health and Hu-

man Services Commission 
on April 23 received federal 
approval to conduct a pilot 
program that would allow 
Texans to purchase groceries 
online using Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Officials said the 
statewide pilot program is ex-
pected to start by May 18.

Governor’s order reopens 
many businesses on limited 
basis

AUSTIN — An executive 
order issued by Gov. Greg Ab-
bott to reopen in-store retail 
shopping, dine-in restaurants, 
movie theaters, museums, 
libraries and more took ef-
fect May 1 and will continue 
through May 15.

As Texas, the rest of the 
United States and the world’s 
nations seek to balance cries 
for increased commercial ac-
tivity — and the jobs that re-
sult — while also containing 
the spread of the deadly in-
fluenza-like virus, COVID-19, 
Abbott’s order allows most 
venues to operate at up to 25% 
of their total listed occupancy 
with certain other conditions 
applying. 

For example, shopping 
malls may operate at up to 
25% of their total listed occu-
pancy. However, their food-
court dining areas, play areas 
and interactive displays and 
settings must remain closed.

Abbott’s order, in accor-
dance with guidelines issued 
by White House and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, reminds 
Texans that schools remain 
closed to in-person class-
room attendance by students 
through the end of the 2019-
2020 school year. Meanwhile, 
teachers and staff are encour-
aged to continue to work re-

Xcel Energy to resume residential meter reading in Texas 
on May 4 with New Mexico following two weeks later

AMARILLO, Texas (April 
30, 2020) – In-person me-
ter reading, which had been 
temporarily on hold for resi-
dential customers since April 
14 to address coronavirus 
concerns, will resume May 4 
for Xcel Energy’s Texas cus-
tomers and May 18 for New 
Mexico customers.

To allow meter readers 
and field crews to do their 
critical work, and for every-
one’s safety, Xcel Energy is 
requesting that members 
of the public not approach 
them in the field. This helps 
maintain social distance to 
keep everyone healthy. Xcel 
Energy will notify customers 
that they will be reading resi-
dential meters in the area via 
outbound calls.

The company wants to as-
sure everyone that the safety 
of its employees, customers 
and the public is always its 
top priority. All Xcel Energy 
employees are following the 
guidance from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the World Health 
Organization to help prevent 
the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19. Xcel En-
ergy meter readers also will 
be wearing protective masks 
while working in the field.

The company is taking ex-
tra safety measures including 
enhanced cleaning protocols, 
requiring any employee who 
feels sick or has symptoms to 
stay home with pay, limiting 
the number of people riding 
in company vehicles to job 

sites and maintaining social 
distance.

As communities and 
families face the challenges 
caused by the spread of CO-
VID-19, Xcel Energy has an-
nounced it will not discon-
nect residential customers’ 
electric service until further 
notice. The company is also 
working with customers to 
arrange payment plans if 
they are having difficulty pay-
ing their bills through this 
challenging time.

Customers can contact 
Xcel Energy by calling 1-800-
895-4999 and using the au-
tomated phone system or 
speaking with a representa-
tive. Support is also available 
at www.xcelenergy.com by 
logging onto My Account.

Texas Dairy Queen Serving Cotton 
Candy Blizzard As Flavor Of The Month

As sure as the wildflowers are blos-
soming across our great state, Texas 
Dairy Queen (TDQ) is celebrating the 
arrival of warmer weather and the fea-
tured Blizzard® Flavor of the Month: Cot-
ton Candy. 

“Our Cotton Candy Blizzard is one of 
our most popular flavors,” said Lou Rom-
anus, CEO of the Texas Dairy Queen Op-
erators’ Council. “This Blizzard brings a 
smile to our fans’ faces when they taste 
this sweet treat. We’re happy to bring 
this flavor back, as well as offering our 
full menu of treats and eats.”  

The Cotton Candy Blizzard is a frozen 
melody of DQ soft serve and cotton can-
dy sprinkles for a refreshing treat for the 
taste buds and will be available through 
August. The Cotton Candy Blizzard joins 
a lineup of limited time flavors such as 
the Oreo Cheesecake Blizzard; Frost-
ed Animal Cookie Blizzard; Raspberry 
Fudge Bliss Blizzard; S’mores Blizzard; 
and the Rocky Road Trip Blizzard. 

 Texas Dairy Queen’s continue to offer 
its menu via drive-thru windows, pick-
up and take-out, as well as delivery and 
online ordering, where available. 
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Small Town Cookin’ By Jeri Lynn White

Tacos

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started mak-
ing payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity 
Program – Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural producers who suffered 
eligible losses because of drought or excess moisture in 2018 
and 2019. Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and 
producers who suffered losses from drought (in counties desig-
nated D3 or above), excess moisture, hurricanes, floods, torna-
does, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms or wildfires can 
still apply for assistance through WHIP+. 

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses 
of certain crops, trees, bushes or vines in counties with a Presi-
dential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disas-
ter Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural 
disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019. 
Also, losses located in a county not designated by the Secre-
tary as a primary county may be eligible if a producer provides 
documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying 
natural disaster event. 

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of 
the county in which the loss occurred was rated D3, or extreme 
drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar 
years 2018 or 2019. Producers who suffered losses should con-
tact their FSA county office. 

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought 
and excess moisture, FSA will implement a WHIP+ provision for 
crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties 
when marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To 
ensure an effective program for all impacted farmers, the Agen-
cy is currently gathering information on the extent of quality 
loss from producers and stakeholder organizations. 

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open 
for business by phone only, and field work will continue with 
appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will 
continue to come into the office, they will be working with pro-
ducers by phone and using online tools whenever possible. All 
Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the 
FSA, Natural Resources Conservation Service or any other Ser-
vice Center agency are required to call their Service Center to 
schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service 
Centers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more in-
formation on WHIP+ can be found at farmers.gov/whip-plus.

FSA News
Ongoing Disaster Assistance Program Signup

The Friona Independent School District Board of Trustees and the
Administration staff salute our dedicated teachers and para-professionals.

Thanks for your dedicated service to our students, our school, and our community!!!

“Teach the children so it will not be necessary to teach the adults.” -Abraham Lincoln 

National Teacher Appreciation Week May 4-8, 2020

It only seems appropriate to feature 
tacos the week of Cinco de Mayo.  Even 
though this holiday was on Tuesday, it 
is always a good day for tacos.

The history of the taco really begins 
with the tortilla.  Mesoamerican cul-
tures such as the Mayans and Aztecs 
developed what we know today as corn.  
They then processed the corn into meal 
and soon created a flat bread.  The na-
tive name for this bread was tlaxcalli 
which the Spanish called it a tortilla.  

Tacos as we know them are really 
less than one hundred years old.  Ac-
cording to Jeffrey M. Pilcher, a profes-
sor of history at the University of Min-
nesota and a Mexican food enthusiast, 
the taco evolved in the Mexican silver 
mines in the 18th century.  These tacos, 
taco de minero or miner’s taco, were an 
easy way for the miners to carry and eat 
while working in the mines.  But why 
the word taco?  The word taco most 
likely referred to a piece of paper the 
miners used to wrap around the gun-

powder that was placed in holes to de-
stroy the rock face and mine the silver.  
Women began to sell this working-class 
fair off of carts in Mexico City.    Soon 
taquerias, taco shops, began to pop up 
to selling this new popular food.   

Tacos made their way into the Unit-
ed States by way of migrant workers 
in California in the early 1900’s.  The 
first mention of a taco in a U.S. news-
paper was in 1905.  The first known 
English language taco recipe was found 
in a 1914 Californian cookbook.  Once 
again women, known as Chili Queens, 
began selling tacos off carts.  These 
carts introduced the taco to those out-
side of the migrant population.   

By 1920, Mexican food was beginning 
to become Americanized, especially 
the taco.  Somewhere along this time, 
organs were replaced by ground meat 
or chicken, as well as the added top-
pings such as cheese, lettuce, and to-
matoes.  The crunchy shell was not the 
traditional Mexican style for tacos.  But 

in 1940 the deep-fried u-shaped shell 
was created and patented by Mexican 
restaurants.  Glen Bell, founder of Taco 
Bell, popularized the crunchy taco 
shell, but he didn’t invent it.  He used 
it to streamline taco production in his 
fast food chain by using this premade 
corn shell that could be kept fresh for 
longer periods of time than fresh corn 
tortillas.  

Americans love for Mexican food, es-
pecially tacos, only continues to grow.  
In recent years more authentic Mexi-
can tacos such as tacos al pastor, tacos 
de barbacoa, and carnitas have begun 
to gain popularity.  

For more information you can go on-
line at casablancamexican.com, smith-
sonianmag.com, whatscookingameri-
ca.net, or twistedtaco.com.  

I haven’t used premade taco packets 
since I found this recipe for Homemade 
Taco seasoning.  I make up several 
batches in individual Ziplock bags, so 
they are ready to go when I make tacos.

Homemade Taco 
Seasoning Mix

2 tsp. chili powder
1 ½ tsp. paprika
1 tsp. onion powder
½ tsp. salt
¾ tsp. garlic salt
1 dash red pepper

Mix all together.  Makes the 
equivalent of one package 
of store-bought mix.  Add to 
1 lb. of browned hamburger 
meat with 2/3 c. water.  If I 
double the recipe for 2 lb. of 
meat, I add 1 c. water.

*While searching for taco 
recipes, I found that many 
recipes for taco meat calls 
for 1 cup of tomato sauce.  I 
haven’t done this with this 
recipe, but if you want, I think 
you could add the tomato 
sauce for a richer meat for 
your tacos.

Grilled Salmon Tacos with Avocado Salsa
www.cookingclassy.com

Salmon
1 1/2 lbs. boneless salmon, skinned and sliced 
into 3 equal portions
1 Tbsp olive oil, plus more for grill
1 Tbsp fresh lime juice
1 tsp ancho chili powder
3/4 tsp ground cumin
3/4 tsp onion powder
1/2 tsp paprika
1/2 tsp ground coriander
1/2 tsp salt, then more to taste
1/2 tsp freshly ground black pepper

Avocado Salsa
2 medium avocados (ripe but semi-firm), 
peeled, cored and diced
1/3 cup small diced red onion, run under cool 
water to remove harsh bite and drain
3 Tbsp chopped cilantro
1 jalapeno, seeded and minced
1 clove garlic, minced
2 Tbsp fresh lime juice
1 Tbsp olive oil
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
For serving
8 6- inch corn tortillas, warmed
2 cups thinly sliced red or green cabbage
1/2 cup crumbled Cotija cheese

Instructions
For the salmon:
Preheat a gas grill over medium-high heat. 
In a mixing bowl whisk together olive oil, 
lime juice, ancho chili powder, cumin, 
onion powder, paprika, coriander, salt 
and freshly ground black pepper. Evenly 
rub mixture over both sides of salmon 
(I placed the first one on the plate then 
began to stack the rest over it, so the rub 
didn’t all just end up left behind on the 
plate). Brush grill lightly with oil, place 
salmon on grill and cook, rotating once 
halfway through cooking, until cooked 
through, about 3 minutes per side.  Mean-
while, prepare avocado salsa.

For the avocado salsa:
In a mixing bowl gently toss together 
diced avocado, red onion, cilantro, jala-
peno, garlic, lime juice, and olive oil while 
seasoning with salt and pepper to taste.

To assemble tacos:
Break salmon into small portions and 
layer over center of tacos, add cabbage, 
avocado salsa and Cotija cheese.  Serve 
warm.
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Summer in the United 
States is going to look differ-
ent in many ways this year 
given how the coronavirus 
pandemic has upended life. 
For many Americans, it’s 
still unclear if sports will be 
played and whether large 
gatherings will be held. Va-
cation plans remain up in 
the air for millions. What’s 
not up in the air is that no 
matter what Americans end 
up spending time doing this 
summer, there will be weath-
er to contend with.   

AccuWeather’s long-range 
forecast team, led by veteran 
meteorologist Paul Pastelok, 
has provided an early look at 
what weather trends can be 
expected all around the na-
tion this summer. With the 
official start to summer a little 
less than two months away, 
Pastelok and his team exam-
ine where severe weather will 
remain a threat as summer 
kicks off, look at places where 
scorching summer tempera-

tures could build, bringing 
the possibility for a heat wave, 
and assess which areas are at 
risk of drought and wildfire 
threats as the season pro-
gresses. Plus, the forecasters 
analyze where and when the 
first tropical weather threat 
might emerge. 

Central and southern Plains
Parts of the central and 

southern Plains states may 
experience lower humid-
ity and cooler-than-normal 
weather at times this sum-
mer. “Frequent fronts may get 
down into the southern U.S., 
which is kind of unusual as 
you get into July and August,” 
Pastelok said. With cooler air 
prevailing to the north and a 
more humid air mass fueled 
by the warm waters of the 
Gulf Coast, parts of south-
eastern Texas up to Dallas 
could get more frequent se-
vere weather, he said. 

Meanwhile, southwestern 
Texas, including cities such 

as El Paso, is poised for pro-
longed hot weather. One city 
that might feel some heat re-
lief this summer compared to 
last as tropical moisture and 
cold fronts trim back temper-
atures is Laredo. Last sum-
mer, the city made headlines 
as temperatures soared past 
the triple-digit mark during a 
38-day streak of sizzling heat. 
Laredo Mayor Pete Saenz de-
clared, “Thank goodness, we 
have air conditioning!” at the 
height of the heat. Drought 
conditions may persist and 
even intensify, particularly in 
areas away from the South-
east coast for most of the 
summer season. 

AccuWeather serves more 
than 1.5 billion people daily 
to help them plan their lives 
and get more out of their day 
through digital media prop-
erties, such as AccuWeather.
com and mobile, as well as 
radio, television, newspapers, 
and the national 24/7 Accu-
Weather Network channel.

Texas will have mixed bag of weather this summer
AccuWeather Global Weather Center, April 29, 2020

Construction work continues all around town. In the top photo, the origi-
nal windows of the Friona Junior High have been removed and the openings 
boarded up until the new windows are ready to install. The middle photo 
shows work at the new Primary School site. The pad has been finished and 
the next step is concrete footings and grade beams. In the bottom photo, the 
plumbing has been installed and dirt is being moved to prepare for the instal-
lation of the slab.


