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EM S *<Stronger Together’*
Thank you,

Lynn County EMSI
Lynn County EMS Is comprised 
of John Baker, Jerry Tew, Janis 

Thomas, Whitlee Anderson, 
Bobby Jolly, Amanda Bower, 

Debbie Salinas, Samantha 
Henderson, Todd Henry, 

Johnna Alvarado, Traci 
Joily, Aiiegra Ramirez, and 
not present for the photo: 

Brent Myers, Nyssa Powers, 
Ramiro Cerda, Victor Herrera, 

Ginger Henry, and Brant 
Taylor. National Emergency 

Medical Services Week (May 
20-26) celebrates and pays 

tribute to the dedication of 
those who provide the day- 
to-day lifesaving services of 
medicine's "front line." The 

2018 theme EMS STRONG is 
"Stronger Together".
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Parents & Grandparents:

TO D A Y (Thu rsday)
is your last chance to turn 
in congrats ads for your 
graduating seniorsi

... NO LATER THAN 5 PM  
at The Lynn County News

Call us at 561-4888
or mmail your ad to 

LynnCoNews@poko.com

Next week is the 

Lynn County News 
Graduation Edition
featuring high school 

graduates from  
Lynn County schools

'Outside
NWS official raacUngs for Tahoka

Data High Low Pradp.

M a y! 94 60
May* 94 64
May 10 96 64
May 11 91 64
May 12 101 66
May IS 99 6S
May 14 9S 66
(Preclpltotlon/tempsmeaturedasof Sa.m.on 
date reported, for the previous 24-hr period)

Total Praclp for Jan; 
Total Praclp for Fab; 
Total Praclp for Mar; 
Total Praclp for Apr; 
Total Praclp for May;Total Pradp. for 2018: 1.74'

Tahoka ISD Board approves 
armed security policy, names 
new elementary principal
by JUANELL JONES

A new policy allowing armed se
curity personnel on the school cam
pus will be implemented for Tahoka 
Independent School District for the 
next school year, approved by the 
Board of Trustees last Ibesday night. 
The Board also approved the hiring of 
Donnie Scott as the new Elementary 
Principal, as well as a slate of other 
new teaching staff.

Beginning August 23, 2018,
Tahoka ISD will allow certain Board- 
approved employees who meet cer
tain criteria and possess a license to 
carry a firearm to carry a firearm on 
school grounds. According to school 
officials, the goal of this new policy is 
to provide, as quickly as possible, an 
armed response to an active shooter 
at a school so that needless bloodshed 
may be prevented.

After a presentation by David 
Backus outlining the parameters of a 
policy for school districts consider
ing the security issues involved and 
the steps involved in vetting person
nel who could perform those duties, 
the Board conducted a public forum 
to give an opportunity for citizens and 
staff to present their opinions on the 
security issue.

Ag teacher Shelbie Hannum ad
dressed the board, saying, “I am ad
dressing this a CDL holder, and as a 
staff member who teaches in a stand

alone building, and also who has mul
tiple students in major out-of-schooI 
activities. I am S’3”, and I am a female, 
but 1 am not afraid to use my con
cealed gun in an instance where 1 can 
protect my students if needed. I want 
you to take into consideration that we 
only have one liaison officer for three 
campuses, and the response time for 
this officer or other law enforcement 
may matter. I feel strongly about this. 
I do agree that whoever is picked 
should go through a vetting process, 
and I also believe that all staff needs 
to be trained in how to handle active- 
shooter situations. I encourage you to 
approve this policy.”

Ross Aten also addressed the 
board. “I am here tonight to strongly 
encourage you to do the right thing 
and to pass this policy. We vote you 
people into office to look over our 
children who we send to public school, 
and the responsibility now falls on you 
to make sure that our children are'not 
soft targets. It sounds like you have 
done your homework. I have the great
est faith in you that you will do the 
right thing. We saw what happened 
in Florida, there can be delays in re
sponse time. If you have people that 
have been properly vetted and trained, 
if one life is saved it’s worth it. If one 
instance is prevented, it’s definitely 
worth it. I also believe there should be 

(See TISD BOAKD MCmNa, page 4)

New Principal... Tahoka ISD Superintendent Alan Umholtz (left) and Board 
President Clay Taylor (right) welcome Donnie Scott as the new Tahoka Elementary 
Principal. His contract for the upcoming 2018-19 school year was unanimously 
approved by the Board of Trustees last week. (LCN PHOTO by JuanellJones)

I B a c c a l a u i r e a t e
services set for some seniors

Baccalaureate services for area high school seniors will be held 
on Sunday, May 20. Tahoka and New Home school districts will have 
Baccalaureate services, but O’Donnell ISD no longer has the service for 
their high school seniors. Wilson ISD Baccalaureate services were held 
Sunday, May 13 at First Baptist Church in Wilson.

Baccalaureate services for Tahoka graduates will be held at 6 p.m. Sun
day at First Baptist Church of Tahoka. New Home grads will have a Bac
calaureate service at the First Baptist Church in New Home, at 6 p.m.

Commencement exercises for area high school seniors will be held next 
Friday, May 25 for Tahoka, O ’Donnell and New Home schools, and on 
Saturday, May 26 for Wilson ISD.

KEEPING OUR CHILDREN TISD Board approves new measures to allow 
armed security on campus, at school events
Board of Trustees adds additional layer of protection in case of an active shooter

by Alan Umholtz, Superintendent

H Tahoka Independent School District
eartbreaking tragedies involving active shooters at schools 
have made the names of Columbine High School and Sandy 
Hook Elementary School infamous. What those tragedies 

have taught many school administrators responsible for the safety of 
children is that responding to an active shooter within the first few 
minutes is critical to preventing needless bloodshed.

The Tahoka ISD Board of Trust
ees has decided to join many other 
school districts from across Texas in 
adding an additional layer of security 
for student safety should the unlikely 
but tragic scenario of an active shooter 
present itself at one of its schools. As

of August 23, 2018, Tahoka ISD is al
lowing certain Board-approved em
ployees who meet certain criteria and 
possess a license to carry a firearm to 
carry their firearm on school grounds. 
The goal of this policy is to provide, as 
quickly as possible, an armed response

to an active shooter at a sahool so that 
needless bloodshed may be prevented.

Not all District employees who 
possess a license to carry a handgun 
will be allowed to do so on school 
grounds. Instead, employees possess
ing the necessary skill set to meet the 
District’s overall security needs and 
who are assigned at critical District 
locations will be identified and vet
ted by the administration. Then, those 
employees will be presented to the 
Tahoka School Board for approval. If 
the individual employee is approved 
by the School Board, the employee is 
required to meet the following addi

tional measures before he or she may 
possess a firearm on school grounds:

1. The employee must be properly 
licensed under state law to carry a 
handgun:

2. The employee must take a 
psychological examination to affir
matively determine that he or she is 
psychologically fit to engage an active 
shooter in an emergency situation; and

3. The employee must receive 
training in the following areas:

• Protection of Students;
• Interaction with first responders;
• Tactics for denying an intruder 

(See APMID SeCURtTYAT TISD, page 3)
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1617 Main Street
P.O. Box 1170
Tahoka, Tx 79373

OFFKE HOURS;
Monday-Thursday, 9 am to 5:30 pm 
(loitd Ffidays. Drop bo> ivabbl* by fiont dwr.

*Llke* usonFacebook.. 
www.fKebook.com/LynnCountyNews

MEMBER:

T«xm Prt«sAMOcMon 2016

Tahoka 
SCHOOL NENII

May 21-24 
(Elementary

Monday: Cinnamon Bun 
'Hiesday: Cheerios 
Wednesday: Sausage roll 
Thursday: Blueberry muffin 

launch * Pre-K 
Monday: ‘Turkey Hot Dog/ 
Pasta Alfredo/BBQ Chicken 
Salad
Tkiesday: ‘ Spaghetti w/ meat 
sauce/Ham & Cheese Wrap/ 
Grilled cheese 
Wednesday: ‘ Two Cheese 
Pizza/Beef Ravioli 
Thursday: ‘ Sack lunch. Deli 
Stacker Sandwich, carrots, 
apple

byJUANELUONES
A Brownfield 

fatally wounded in a one- 
vehicle traffic accident in Lynn 
County Sunday afterncx)n, and 
an O’Donnell volunteer fireman 
responding to assist with a semi 
rollover last Wednesday night 
had his personal vehicle rear- 
endecl while it was parked on 
the side of US 87.

Agustin Lopez-Chavez, 54, 
of Brownfield was pronounced 
dead at the scene of a traffic 
accident that cxcurred at 4:12 
p.m. Sunday, May 13 about 20 
miles west of Tahoka, on FM 
213. According to a report from 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS), three people were 
in a 1995 white Ford pickup that 
was traveling north on FM 179. 
The driver decided to turn west 
on FM 213, but the vehicle was 
reportedly traveling at a speed 
that was too fast for this specific 
turn. The vehicle drove into the 
ditch on the northwest side of 
the intersection and struck two 
utility poles, which were located 
in the ditch at that location. 
The pickup came to rest after 
striking a third utility pole with 
its front center. According to 
the DPS report, the third utility 
pole was located about 15 to 20 
feet west of the first two utility 
poles that were struck. The 
back seat passenger, Agustin 
Lopez-Chavez, suffered a head 
injury and was pronounced 
dead on scene. The two front 
passengers, Jose Luis Avalos, 
52, and Moises Perez, 57, both 
of Brownfield, suffered minor 
injury, one was transported to 
Lynn County ER, and the other 
front occupant was treated and 
released on scene. None of the 
vehicle occupants were wearing 
seatbelts, according to the 
report. DPS is still investigating

239-9517 - Julia Allen 2429AV0.1
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♦  Hudman's Greenhouse in Tahoka!
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Havinof
Party?

If you need an invitation 

for a Baby Shower, Weddng, Aimiverfary, 

Birthday Party or anything else, come by the 

Lynn County News office and let us help you! 

We have all kinds of designs to choose from 

and can help you customize your invitations... 

all at a low price.
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the crash to determine who the 
driver was.

A semi trailer overturned 
on US 87 near O’Donnell ‘ 
last Wednesday night at 
approximately 9 p.m. Lynn 
County Sheriffs Office, 
Lynn County EMS, DPS, and 
O’Donnell Volunteer Fire Dept, 
responded to the scene, with 
the O’Donnell firemen assisting 
with traffic control. One of 
the firemen (unidentified) had 
parked his personal vehicle, a 
red four-door pickup, on the side 
of the road while assisting at the 
scene. A white four-door sedan 
struck the rear end of the pickup 
at the crash scene, causing 
significant damage to both 
vehicles. IVo people from the 
car, and the semi-trailer truck 
driver, were all transported 
by Lynn County EMS for 
treatment of unknown injuries. 
The fireman was reportedly not 
in his pickup when it was struck.

Wilson and New Home fire 
departments responded to a hay 
grazer pasture fire at 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 8, about 2 miles 
west of US 87 on County Road 
3. During the pasture fire, a 
welding trailer also caught fire.

Tahoka VFD responded to 
a car reported on fire just after 
noon on Friday, May 11, about 
a half mile east of FM 179 on 
County Road 1. No injuries 
were reported.

New Home VFD responded 
to a call reporting a front yard 
on fire across the street from 
New Home school on Main 
Street in New Home at 3:30 
p.m. Friday, dousing the flames 
before it spread. No injuries 
were reported.

Wilson VFD responded 
to what was called in at 12:28 
a.m. Sunday, May 13 as a house 
on fire at 12th and Lumsden in 
Wilson, but the fire was actually 
contained in a barrel, with no 
damage caused.

At approximately 12:20 
Friday afternoon, Jimmy Brown 
reported an attempted break-in 
of a bam located a half mile 
east of FM 179 on (bounty 
Road 1, evidenced by someone 
removing screws from the metal 
siding, but entry was not gained.

In Tahoka Police reports, 
one was arrested for possession
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Roll-over ... This is the aftermath of a semi-truck rollover that occurred last Wednesday night on 
US 87 near O'Donnell. The driver, unidentified, was transported by Lynn County EMS for treatntent of 
unknown Injuries.

TWO Injured...
Two people in the 4-door 
sedan (left) were transported 
by Lynn County EMS for 
treatment of unknown Injuries, 
after their vehicle crashed into 
a pickup (below) parked on the 
side of US 87 near O'Donnell 
last Wednesday. The pickup 
belonged to an O'Donnell 
volunteer firemen, who had 
responded to assist at the 
scene of a semi-truck rollover 
(above) that had Just occurred.
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Comanche Indians... Holle Humphrey came to the City-County Library Tea A Tales this past 
Tuesday, with facts about the Comanche Indians and their trails In West Texas.

of narcotics, and two traffic 
accidents were reported. A 
28-year-oId Tahoka male 
was arrested on charges of 
possession of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia, after a 
police officer investigated a 
vehicle parked in the 1100 block 
of Ave. F at 2:36 a.m. May 14.

IVo traffic accidents 
reportedly occurred as the 
result of altercations between 
the parties involved. At 12:30 
a.m. on Sunday, May 13, a 2005 
(Thrysler 300 driven by Brooklyn 
Ann Scott, 22, of O’Donnell 
struck a 2007 Chrysler Aspen 
driven by Helen Benavidez, 50, 
of Tahoka at the intersection 
of N. 4th and Main in Tahoka. 
According to the police report, 
Scott told police that while she 
was attempting to pick up her 
children, her estranged husband 
left the residence with the 
children, and Benavidez left in 
a separate vehicle. When Scott 
tried to follow the vehicle that 
her children were in, Benavidez 
reportedly stopped her vehicle 
in the middle of the intersection 
to block Scott’s access, and 
Scott’s vehicle struck the 
Benavidez vehicle. Benavidez 
was cited for Failure to Yield 
Right of Way.

On Wednesday, May 2, 
at 7:54 p.m., Tahoka Police 
responded to a fight in progress 
in the 1300 block of N. 6th. 
Upon arrival, Donovan Tillman, 
28, of Tahoka, told officers that 
he had been driving southbound 
on the East Access Road and 
after stopping at the stop sign 
intersection Lockwood, that 
the driver of a 2002 Cadillac 
Escalade, Maximo Castaneda, 
39, of Tahoka had hit the back 
of his 2006 CMC Sierra pickup 
truck and then left the scene. 
Castaneda was issued citations 
for No Driver’s License and 
Following Too Closely.

3D printer 
objects...
Pictured are 3D 
objects printed on 
the aty-County 
Library's very own 
3D printer.

LN E W S  fro m  t h e -------

/ibrary
................ . 7;■; " ..... ........

CITY-COUNTY LIBRARY
1717 Main St • Tahoka TX 

(intidt the Ufa Enrichment Center)

Special Guest
Tea & Tales welcomed spe

cial guest Holle Humphrey who 
came and intrigued everyone with 
the history of the Comanche Indi
ans and their trails in West Texas. 
Learning an amazing fact, Lynn 
County had the most document
ed Indian camp sites along these 
trails. We would like to say thank 
you to Holle for coming and filling 
minds with amazing facts about 
the place we call home.

It’s Not Cheating
Available at the City-County 

Library, audio books which are 
great in the car, truck, SUV, RV, 
tractor, anything on wheels. No, 
it is not cheating. Just as captivat
ing as words written on paper to 
form the book, audio books are 
convenient for the ones who are 
on the go. So, stop by the library 
and check out some audio books 
that contain the words of favorite 
books for listening ears.

AFTER
STOPPING

HERE... ... CONE BY
HERE!

We accept A LL insurance plans and  
M edicare D  plans. Com e in  and see us 
for your prescription needs!

We're open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
and Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon.

TAHOKA DRUG • 561-4041
1(10 Alalii, Tahoka • www.tabokadnigxoM
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Hospital W eek... The staff of Lynn County Hospital District celebrated National Hospital Week last week, taking time for a group photo in front of the hospital. The theme of the 2018 National Hospital Week 
was "Caring Is our Calling," honoring the members of the board of directors, physicians, and every member of the hospital staff, as well as the staff of LCHD's umbrella facilities, including Lynn County Hospital, 
Lynn County EMS, Lynnwood Independent A  Assisted Living Center, the Family Wellness Clinic and Fitness Center in Tahoka, LCHD Clinic in O'Donnell, and Tahoka Drug.

College signing day... Wllson ISD held Ks first annual college 
Signing Day ceremony. AJI of the Wilson 2018 graduates have been 
accepted to, and will be attending, an Institute of higher learning.

M other & daughter tea... Wllson ISD recently had their 
annual Mother and daughter tea. Some mothers aitd daughters 
attending wrere Mrs. Braddock and her daughter Cree, Lora Smith 
and daughters KaRlynn, Bally and Emily.

Armed security at TISD
(Continued from page 1)

entry into a classroom or school 
facility; and

• Methods for increasing an 
authorized employee’s accuracy 
with a handgun while under du
ress; and

4. The employee must cer
tify to the District that he or 
she has practiced loading, un
loading, and shooting the em
ployee’s primary carry handgun 
with a minimum of SO rounds of 
ammunition annually.

Once the Board-approved 
employee has presented the 
appropriate documentation to 
the superintendent of schools 
that he or she has completed 
the psychological, tactical, and 
practical training, the employee 
will be certified by the superin
tendent to carry a handgun on 
school grounds.

“The responsibility that the 
administration and the school 
board of Tahoka ISD has for the 
safety and,wellbeing of TISD 
students is the primary driver 
behind the adoption of this pro
gram’’, stated Alan Umholtz, 
Superintendent of schools for 
Tahoka ISD. “Tahoka ISD is 
fortunate to have local, county, 
and state law enforcement per
sonnel who are counted among

Council approves property purchase; 
new members sworn into office
by JUANELL JONES

TVo of the four newly-elect
ed Tahoka City Council mem
bers were sworn into office at 
Monday night’s City Council 
meeting, and the council also ap
proved a motion to purchase new 
property.

Mayor John Baker gave the 
Oath of Office to Ronny Jolly, 
who was unopposed for another

Wilson
COMMUNin
Niws

ly loaalt S. SdiwtrlMr 
k.sdnr*rtMrAyilM«.(Mi

the best in the state; however, 
past experiences across the 
country have demonstrated that 
an incredible amount of dam
age can be inflicted at a school 
campus by an active shooter in 
the few minutes that it takes for 
even the best law enforcement 
agencies to respond to a 911 
call. It’s critical that we position 
ourselves to defend our students 
during those first few minutes 
while first responders are mak
ing their way to the campus. 
The implementation of this pro
gram puts us in that position,’’ 
he added.

As Tahdta ISD begins its 
program, it is taking advan
tage of several new laws that 
the Texas legislature has re
cently passed to get its Board- 
approved employees tested and 
trained. Specifically, in 2013, 
the legislature passed SB 1857, 
which created an additional cer
tification for certified handgun 
instructors to teach individu
als in the exact tactics required 
by the Tahoka ISD plan. Also 
in 2013, the legislature passed 
HB 1009, which is commonly 
referred to as the “School Mar
shall Bill”. In that new law, the 
legislature tasked the Texas

At this month’s WISD 
School Board meeting, we said 
goodbye to long time member, 
Bobby Miller. The ceremony in
cluded swearing in of returning 
trustee, Michael Villarreal, and 
new member, Craig Wilke. Of
ficers for the year are President, 
Doug Bolyard; Vice Presi^nt, 
Tracy Kendrick; and Secretary, 
Desirea Earwood.

WISD held its first annual 
College Signing Day ceremony. 
Every one of our graduates has 
been accepted to, and will be 
attending an institute of higher 
learning. Congratulations!!

Baccalaureate Service for 
Wilson ISD class of 2018 was 
held on May 13. Special thanks 
to First Baptist Church of Wil
son, for hosting this evening to 
remember.

Academic awards assemblies 
will be the morning of Monday, 
May 21. Elementary honors will 
begin at 9:00, followed by those 
for secondary students. Please 
join us in the auditorium.

Reminder. High school grad
uation will be May 26 at 10:00 
a.m. in the high school gym.

Commission on Law Enforce
ment (“TCOLE”) with devel
oping a psychological test that 
would “determine whether [a 
person] is psychologically fit to 
carry out the duties of a school 
marshal in an emergency shoot
ing or situation involving an ac
tive shooter.”

Umholtz stated, “Due to the 
legislature’s forward thinking in 
SB 1857 and HB 1009 and oth
er law enforcement initiatives, 
Tahoka ISD will be able to find 
high-quality training in tacti
cal school safety through sev
eral resources, including state 
licensed and certified instruc
tors. Moreover, the District can

term, and newly-elected mem
ber Shil(^ Braddock. Incumbent 
Ray Don Box, and new member 
Ryan Curry, both of whom were 
unopposed for their council seats 
and declared elected, were un
able to attend Monday night’s 
session and will be sworn in at a 
later date.

The council voted unani
mously to purchase the old his
torical Rose Theatre building on 
Main Street, at a cost of SIOJKX) 
from Lyntegar Electric Coopera
tive. Lyntegar had used the build
ing for storage purposes. Mayor 
Baker told the council that the 
purchase gives the city ownership 

that entire Mock (the theatre 
is adjacent to the city’s Life En
richment Center), and he hopes to 
renovate the historical building 
into usable facilities, possibly for 
assemWy-type purposes.

“We’re not going to tear it 
down,” Baker told the council. 
“Our plan is to restore or reno
vate this historical building for 
usable assembly-type purposes, 
whether it be for showing movies 
or plays, town hall meetings, or

use the psychological testing 
to ensure that we are putting a 
tactically proficient and psycho
logically suitable person in the 
position of protecting our chil
dren.”

The names of the persons 
who have been certified by the 
District to carry their handguns 
and the number and locations 
of those persons is considered 
confidential by law under Texas 
Government Code Chapter 552 
and won’t be released by the 
District in order to protect the 
safety of those employees and 
to give them the best opportu
nity to protect the children of 
Tahoka ISD.

“Every student is precious 
to us at Tahoka ISD. Conse
quently, Tahdta ISD is prepared 
to take this legally permissible 
path to give students and their 
parents the peace of mind that 
students will be in as safe an 
environment as we are reason
ably able to provide. All of us 
in the District pray that no em
ployee authorized under this 
new program will ever have to 
use deadly force to protect stu
dents and staff against an armed 
intruder on a campus; however, 
if such a circumstance presents 
itself, the Tahoka ISD Board has 
implemented this program with 
the goal of putting the right em
ployees with the right training 
between an active shooter and 
our children,” Umholtz said.

Oath o f Office ... two of the four newly-elected members of 
the Tahoka City Council were sworn in Monday night by Mayor 
John Baker at the City Council meeting. Ronny Jolly (left) was re
elected for another term, and Shiloh Braddock Is a new member of 
the council. (ICN PHOTO by Juanell Jones)

other type gatherings. But some 
of the area between the theatre 
and the Life Enrichment Center 
could be used fix' additional off- 
street parking,” he added.

The council approved two 
requests from the A.C.T. Board, 
the first of which was to change 
the name of the group from 
Advancing the Community of 
Tahoka (A.C.T.) to the Tahoka 
Economic Development Corpo
ration, which more accurately 
describes the purpose of the 
group. Amendments clarify
ing guidelines for the Business 
Facade Program were also ap
proved, which designates the 
purpose of those funds for busi
nesses that have foot traffic cus

tomers, not for buildings that are 
mainly to be used for storage 
purposes. Any Tahoka business 
interested in applying for funds 
for improvements to their prop
erty may contact City Adminis
trator Jerry Webster at Tahoka 
City Hall for an application and 
guideline criteria.

Police Chief Miguel Reyna 
presented a nK>nthly report on 
the police department, and other 
departmental reports were given. 
Monthly bills were approved, 
and the meeting adjourned in 
under an hour. Mayor Baker led 
the meeting, with council meiTH 
bers Ronny Jolly, Johnny Roisa$| 
and Shiloh Braddock present, 
Webster, and others. i ; ILynnwood

Independent &  Assisted Living Center

Providing a soft, homelike atmosphere in a dignified environment.

R O O M S AVAILABLE N OW  -  Call fo r prices. 
Come and see our new updates!

"Our goal is to provide our residents uHth a safe, 
homelike environment, yet have the privaa/, 
independence and dignity to live a long and 
healthylije. Each resident will he afforded the 

highest levelof genuine care."

Jenny Garrett, Lynnwood Administrator 
1801 Country Club Road •  Tahoka, Texas (806) 998-1226

F*c. ID 1100713 Owned and Operated by Lynn County Hospital District

IE BY 
lERE!

4041
HgXOM

Doaaone itj shop at home when you can.
O u r local econom y is fragile...

Shopping locally is a 
vital part of our growth 
and prosperity.

W hy send locally-owned^ hard-earned dollars out o f town to support someone else?
Money spent in Lubbock or other surrounding towns does not support our community, our school, or our 
hospital. All our area businesses are staunch supporters of this community. Every time a business goes under, 
local taxes will go up in order to have the same tax base. That means homeowners and remaining businesses will 
inevitably pay more in taxes. So please, think before you shop out o f town -  what will happen when you can no 
longer buy what you need in our town and there are no businesses left?

And we especially appreciate H when our taxing entities --  o u r school, county, hospital and 
d t y » spend the taxes they collect from  us in our own tow n and county. ~

mailto:LynnCoNcws@poka.com
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These local firms are 
sponsoring this

f  ARM NEWS:
AgTexas 
Farm Credit 
Services

. Travis Ferguson and Mike Metzig

County Commissioners asked to 
consider impact of wind turbines 
on sandhill crane roosting area

LynnCoN

Capital 
Farm Credit

ison Gandy 
lhaun WiedSh

Farmers Co-op 
Association
No.1

Lynn County 
Farm Bureau

TISD Board
M eeting...
(Continued from page 1)

signage |X)sted -  p>eople need 
to know when they walk in the 
building that there are employ
ees that are trained for this, and 
if someone is sick and deranged, 
that they are not going to have a 
field day at our school.”

Trustee Scott Dimak made a 
motion to adopt a series of policy 
changes resulting in a program 
in which the Board permits cer
tain authorized school employees, 
who possess a license to carry 
a firearm under Texas Govern
ment Code Chapter 411, to do so 
while on school premises and at 
school-sponsored and school-re
lated activities, as well as at Board 
meetings. The motion passed with 
unanimous appmval by the four 
of seven trustees present at Tiies- 
day night’s meeting, include Di
mak, Dt>ug Green, Drew Stone,' 
and Board President Clay Taylor. 
Trustees Jon Luna and Blanda 
Miller were absent, and trustee 
Lisa Hawthorne had submitted her 
resignation from the Board, which 
the B(»rd accepted at the meeting.

Not all District employees 
wbb posse.ss a license to carry a 
handgun will be allowed to do 
so Ion school grounds. Instead, 
eipployees possessing the nec- 
ewary skill set to meet the Dis
trict’s overall security needs and 
w)k} are assigned at critical Dis
trict locations will be identified 
and-vetted by the administration. 
T^i^, those employees will be 
prbiented to the Tahoka School 
Board for apprtwal. If the indi
vidual employee is appnwed by 
tht iSchool Board, the employee 
will be required to meet addi
tional measures before he or she 
miiy possess a firearm on schtx>l 
gtbunds. More information about 
this new policy is printed else
where in this edition of The News, 
pimided by TISD Superintendent

by JUANELUONES
Lynn County Commissioners 

on Monday heard a request from 
a Lynn County landowner to con
sider the environmental impact of 
wind energy farms near Tahoka 
Lake area, which has long been 
a roosting area for thousands of 
mid-continental sandhill cranes.

“I’m not against clean energy, 
and I want the wind energy proj
ect to go forth,” Jeffrey Taylor told 
commissioners at Monday morn
ing’s meeting. “I’m just asking 
you to delay any decision about 
approving a tax abatement for the 
wind energy project until Lincoln 
Clean Energy has done their due 
diligence,” he explained.

Taylor was referring to Lin
coln Clean Energy’s Sage Draw 
Wind project, which is currently 
under consideration by county 
commissioners. Sage Draw Wind 
is the second phase of the Staked 
Plains project, for a 300-mega
watt wind energy project situated 
east of Wilson and north of Taho
ka. Seventy percent of the proj
ect will be in Lynn County, and 
the remainder will be in Garza 
County, and the project also falls 
under the jurisdiction of Wilson 
ISD and Southland ISD taxing 
entities.

“For many years, from Sep
tember through April, thousands 
of sandhill crane have r(x>sted in 
the Tahoka Lake area. Sandhill 
cranes avoid man-made objects. 
They need an undisturbed area 
for feeding, roosting and water. 
It is essential to have a radius of 
protection so that they are undis
turbed. This wind farm can ma- 
jorly impact up to 200,000 sand-

Alan Umholtz.
Donnie Scott, a former 

teacher/coach, and currently as
sistant principal at Ralls ISD, was 
hired by unanimous decision of 
the Board as the new Tahoka El
ementary Principal. He will suc
ceed interilti principal Dick Van 
Hotise in the administrative posi
tion for the 2018-19 school year.

The Board approved a slate of 
new teaching staff for the upcom
ing school year as well, including 
Brooke Brown, Kierstynn Haw
thorne, Harley Swaim, Darian 
Smith, and Christina Hernandez 
(teacher/coach).

Neil Easter, with Lee Lewis 
Construction, presented an up
date on the construction project, 
telling the Board that the proj
ect was going very well and on- 
schedule, and that a firm out of 
Dallas with expertise in demoli
tion of multiple-story buildings 
had been hired to tear down the 
three-story middle school build-

hill crane. I want to ask you to 
allow them to have a future here. 
That’s within your power. I am 
asking that you be pre-emptive 
to protect the Tahoka Lake area,” 
Taylor said to commissioners.

Commissioners asked Taylor 
if there was a specific radius rec
ommended by environmental ex
perts, and he told them it should 
be a 20-mile radius. County 
Judge Braddock thanked Taylor 
for the information, and said they 
would be considering the issue 
further before making any deci
sions.

In other business, Steve 
Payne presented information to 
commissioners about the possi
bility of having a Lynn County 
designated inspector for septic 
permits/inspections, instead of 
having to go through a Lubbock 
office, which he said caused time 
delays. His information included 
the possibility of going through 
the South Plains Health Dept., 
which works with other counties 
on this issue, and he told commis
sioners that he could have a rep
resentative from that department 
visit with commissioners at their 
next meeting, asking to be put on 
the agenda at that time for consid
eration.

Commissioners approved an 
order regulating and prohibit
ing the use of certain fireworks 
for the Memorial Day holiday, 
and moved to accept Unclaimed 
Property Capital Credits that are 
available for Lynn County to ac
cept and allowed to donate to cer
tain groups that meet the criteria 
as designated by the state legisla
ture.

“We don’t know exactly how 
much money this will be, but it is 
usually anywhere from $3XK)0 to 
$5,000. In the past we have giv
en to the city/county library, the 
historical commission, and other 
entities We don’t have to decide 
today where we want the money 
to go, we just need to approve ac
cepting the funds,” Judge Brad- 
dock explained.

Sheriff’s Deputy Pete Vallejo 
presented a report on the Sher
iff’s Office, and commissioners 
approved a contract for housing 
Crosby County inmates at Lynn 
County Jail, at a cost of $40 per 
day, per inmate.

Monthly bills were approved 
as presented, and the meeting 
adjourned at 10:30 a.m. Judge 
Braddock led the meeting, with 
all four commissioners present 
including Matt Woodley, John 
Hawthorne, Don Blair, and Larry 
Durham, as well as other county 
officials.

Aurora
Cooperative
Aerial, Crop Protection & Seeds 

T-Bar Airport - Tahoka 

Office: 806-998-4060

"Putting Owner's Equity to Work"

ing this summer.
“We are trying to get the mid

dle school ready for the teachers 
and kids to move their classrooms 
over to the new building as soon 
as possible. It’s a big push right 
now, we’ve had some delays with 
permanent power, but hopefully 
by tomorrow we will have power 
to the middle school. If that hap
pens we can start turning on air 
conditioners and climatize the 
building. We should also have 
the glass for the front windows 
this week,” he said. “The audito-

•NUMIIID Dim • SPUDS IP TD 250MIPS • NEW, lOWEI PIICIND

S A I - k J P S f f i C '  ^ ^ ^ ^ P O K A L A M B / t O806* 924*7234__________________________ www.poka.com

N e w  a u d it o r iu m  ... construction work continues on the Tahoka ISD campus, where a new middle 
school building and separate auditorium are being built. Pictured here is the auditorium, situated on 
the high school grounds in front of the THS gym. Workers have begun bricking the new building. The 
new auditorium Is expected to be completed for the 2018-19 school year. (ICN PHOTO by Juanell Jones)

Laying concrete ... concrete 
sidewalks are being laid around 
the new middle school building on 
the Tahoka ISD campus, and also 
pictured Is the front side view of 
the new building, which Is located 
directly across the street east from 
the THS gym, and will be completed 
soon. This year's Tahoka Middle 
School students are the last classes 
that will be held In the old three- 
story building, which is going to be 
demolished this summer.
(LCN PHOTOS by Juanell Jones)

Fire management is responsibility 
of not just firemen, but all citizens
by William Schoemann, Lynn County Emergency Management Coordinator

Lynn County is in a bum 
ban, as are most of the neighbor
ing communities. Fighting fires 
is not just the responsibility of 
our firemen but also requires our 
home and land owners to do their 
part to reduce the risk of fire. 
As weather conditions continue 
to worsen in our area with the 
forecasting of deepening drought 
conditions, warmer temperatures 
and stronger wind, the likelihood 
for the spread of grass and CRP 
fires is greatly enhanced.

The fire triangle consists of 
heat, fuel, and oxygen.

The triangle illustrates the 
three elements a fire needs to ig
nite: heat, fuel, and an oxidizing 
agent (usually oxygen). Fire is 
the result of a chemical reaction 
called combustion. At a certain 
point in the combustion reaction.

called the ignition point, flames 
are produced. Flames consist pri
marily of carbon dioxide, water 
vapor, oxygen and nitrogen. The 
fuel is the grass, garbage, weeds 
and other debris that act as the 
food source for the fire to con
tinue to bum and spread.

All fire departments in the 
county are asking you to do your 
part to reduce the likelihood 
of a fire at your residence and 
land. Clean the weeds and debris 
around hour home or structure as 
well as making sure you alley is 
clear of trash, weeds, high grass 
or other debris. Land owners are 
asked to also help reduce the fuel 
sources by performing land man
agement practices that reduce the

likelihood of the spread of grass; 
fires and establishing fire breaks. 
in their grass or pasture lands. •

Smokers are asked to refrain; 
from throwing their cigarette. 
butts out the car/truck windows 
while driving.

Any efforts by all of us in the 
community will reduce the risks 
for the spread of fires in the com
munities and our county.

Additional information is 
available at the Lynn County 
Emergency Management Office, 
1627 Ave. K, Tahoka, TX 806- 
561-5244.

X E X A S  D i s p l a y  N e t w o r k :
s t a t e w i d e  A d v e r t i s i n g

rium, if everything goes well, is 
going to be ready by the middle 
of August. Our summer projects 
are coming up -  the biggest one 
is probably the most challeng
ing, which is the tear-down of the 
three-story building. That will 
start as soon as we get a clear re
port on the abatement, which will 
allow us to move a little faster. 
We’ve hired a company out of 
Dallas that specializes in tear
ing down three-story buildings or 
higher. On this project, this is the 
most challenging thing that we 
have. It’s going to be loud, with 
the big machinery tearing things 
down, but the one thing that is 
concerning for us is there is an 
unknown factor of how every
thing underground the buildings 
ties together. But we have a plan 
that by the time principals and 
teachers come back in August, 
that it will all be torn down and 
cleaned up and we will only be 
working on parking lot paving,” 
Easter explained.

In other business, trustees ap
proved a service agreement with 
Covenant Medical Group for ath
letic training services provided 
for TISD during the 2018-19 
school year, and approved dual 
credit classes that will be offered 
in 2018-19.

The meeting lasted approxi
mately 3-1/2 hours, including a 
two-hour executive session, ad
journing at 10:06 p.m.

WE BUY OIL, BAS, a
MINEMlRIfiMR

Both non-producing and producing
bichidlng Non-Partidpsting Royalty Intarast (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LO B Q  M IN E R A L S , LLC
PO 8ox UOO • Lubbock, TX 7MM-U00
LoboMineralsLLC®gmajl.com

W A N T E D :  
Indian Arrowheads

Point types: Clovis, Firstyiew, 
Eden, Midland, Yuma, all nice 

Albiate Points.

Must be authentic, unbroken.

Top $$ paid X2.

Call 979-218-3351 
or text photos
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Call 561-4888
by NOON Tuesday
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6AR A6E SALES
Down sizing sale for V ictor and Onita Steinhauser

ONE DAY ONLY!
Saturday May 19th 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

1211  G re e n , in  W ils o n , T e xa s. 
Just a short 9 miles south of Slaton on 

FM400. Google instructions are correct. 
FINAL SALE ! 75% OFF ALL CONTENTS.

Fabric, batting, notions, books, patterns, and 
accessories. Glass ware, househoid and cooking stuff, 
art work, craft supplies, books, antiques, sofas, tables, 
and chairs. There is a complete closet full of Texas Tech 
memorabilia and clothing. Toys and dolls. Knickknacks 
and Christmas galore. Fitz and Floyd Christmas items.! 

Exercise bike and gardening tools. Vintage bicycles, 
(including a Raleigh, a Volkscycle, a JC Penney and a 

Road Warrior) and a Kirby vacuum. 20-itp

The Lynn County
Tax Assessor-Collector 

Donna W illis 
561A1U

D is tric t Clerk  
S a n d ra  Law s  

5614274
offices an locatal OH the 
westskkofthesaaan 

across ftm  tile Coarthoase 
at 1521 Ave. J in Tahoka.

RECYCLE BINS
for plastic, paper, and 

aluminum cans are 

located at the C ity  of 

Tahoka warehouse 

facility at 

1200 Lo c k w o o d .

REAL ESTATE
^ FOR SALE

Dryland Farm. 229.96 
acres out of the West 

Part of Section 5, Block 
D-20, W T RR Co. Survey, 

Abstract 438 in Northeast 
Lynn County. $268,000 or 

best offer. Call 
W. Calloway Huffaker 

(806) 998-4863
V  J

LAUNDROMAT 
FOR SALE

Do you need extra income?
Good solid operating 

business, requires little time 
or labor. Building, land and 

equipment. For more 
information contact

Kent Powers 
806-241-4015

FARM FOR SALE
The Southeast One-fburth (SE/4) of Section One (1), Block L, D &
W RR Co. Survey, Lynn County, Texas, including all oil, gas and 
other minerals now owned by Seller and all wind rights. Dryland farm 
but does have a 90 gallon well and another small well. Good land. 
$1,050.00 per acre or best offer. Information is available upon request 

Ryan M ahand, A ttorney a t Law  
H uffaker Law  Office • P. O. Box 968 • Tahoka, T X  79373 

For questions concerning this land, call (806)998-4863 
and ask for Ryan M ahand.

T E X A S  D i s p l a y  It fe tw o r k :
s t a t e w i d e  A d v e r t i s i n g

Earn more with Quality!
4r« 30 YEARS OF SERVICE * * *

lU apply Onlipe at 
www.qiialiiyilriveawav.copi
or ca ll 574-642-2023

may occur 30 to 00 yaara aAar axpo- 
tura to aabaatoa. woritara wara 
axpoaad from tha 1S40a through the 
1070a. InduatrW and conafrucilon wodc- 
ari, atong wNh lhafr fam iaa (aacond 
hand axpoauta) ara among thoae at 
riak for maaothaMoma, kmg cancer 
or gaatro canoar (throat etomach, 
colon). Evan If you or your loved one 
aadlad an asbaatoala caaa In tha paat 
Ihli may be a new claim, ao cal ttow.

D E A D L I N E  F O R  N E W S  A N D  A D S  I S  N O O N  T U E S D A Y S

NOTICE

Need trees 
trimmed?
Call Joshua:

( 8 0 6 ) 2 0 1 - 1 6 6 3

/ ODonnell > 
First Baptist Church

6 o d I4 ? d d 1 ^
m a k e  g r e a t  g i f t t i

Available at the Lynn County 
News, 1617 Main, Tahoka.

(Make checks payable to 
First Baptist Church ofO*Donnell)

Se7a/Uiijng,youft
Air Conditioning 
Plumbing &
Electrical

needA ..
John L  Wilson
006-470-14S1 Larry Mur|»hy 

S06-474-7104

|y|*37779 - Rje^KtovlWe M—ter Plumber 
2M 59  • Electloei Contrecior 

TACLBeDTtĵ  - AC 4 OiNIgeiuliDo Corexwm
WendOConetrucSonOgmeH com

REFURBISHED electric pcacil
sharpeners $11.95! Plus lots more 
office supplies at The Lynn County 
News, 1617 Main, Tahoka. Open 
9-5:30 Mon-Thurs.

NEED TO SEND OR 
RECEIVE A FAX?

Conu to the Lynn County News! 
Faiet: $1 per gage

1617 Main Street in Tahoka. 
561-4888 • Fax 561-6308

The LyRR Covity News
is Mveilable et;

• Lynn County News
• Thriftway • Tahoka Drug
• Stripes Convenience Store

Subscribe to
w Lynn County News

To a mailing address in LYNN COUNTY.... $25 per year 

All other addresses in the United States... $30 per year

Call or e-mail us wMi your 
information to subscribe!

Phone: 806-561-4888  
Monday- Thursday 9dHhS:30
email: LynnCoNews@poka.com 
We accept debit & major credit cards

Your hometown newspaper since 1903!

NEED A BUSINESS CARD? Or 
ihower invitatioai? Call the Lynn 
County News, 561-4888, M-Th, 9-5:30

RECYCLE BINS
lor plastic, paper, and aluminum 
cans are located at the City of 
Tahoka warehouse facility at 

1200 Lockwood.

'Volunteer... a n d m h  others!

Gets facts and info about Lynn County govemment/offices 
at the local website www.co.lynn.tx.us

PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

ja m -.
Jadt/TH

MITCH RAINDL

rative Concrete
Driwways’Curbs-Ben Fhon 

AddStains-Oytrlejfs 
•Countertops*

806-3684)946 
806-773-7008 .

M isM PtvorutiUBM noiico.
520 us HWY.87 

WILSON, TEXAS 79381 
PHONE (806)924-72S7

CODY DONALD, manager
a n  806-831-5860

u N K n  nPMm c CENTfi n m

SAM ASHCRAFT 
CROP INSURANCE

H AIL - MULTI P E R IL
561-1112 

Mobile • 759-1111
' '.. J 'A-.... T 

1400 N 5th Street
Taihokd, TX 79373

87Acces-i@pol<a.com

Sh .ft-
Busli:".,-
Pm for Quit ’ H ♦ !■ ■ M }  ’K. ■
B«':ii.-

Paul H enderson
806-559-2134 806-561-6666

LICENSED
b t f l w  A i l d m  / ? o m e

m y  P m w F M m  ccN m
at Fast United Metkodist Clmck

1801 AVENUE J • TAHOKA • 806-561'4529
FOH AGIS 6 wens TO 10 rCARS- FULL t  PART TIME 

CI3 PROVIDER

Raul Tijerina
A p p lia n c e  S a le s  &  R e p a ir

A p p lian ce4u

MOORE CROP INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

IMn Office; 127 W. Broedw y. New Edome, Tx 79363 
Brwtch Office; 1201 S. Renlro. Meedow, Tx 79347

OmX Ymn Cmp bmanct Experience
• MuRi-PorH C ro p  Im u ra n co  ■ C io p H a H
• Y W d  P ro la cU o n  ■ R evonue  P ro te ctio n

J

806-438-5447
60 DAY GUARANTEE

1714 S. 3rd Street • lU ioka.TX  79373 *rauH4erlne66#gnuil.cDm

r
Bobby Martin

kw
KHiBNVLLlAM S.
• C « l  T V

& 806.771.7710 
C; 800.780.1130

b|m«1lnei(w.oo(n

10210 Quteor Av«. 
Lubt)OCk.TX 70424

i 8 « i

Q » R .  MOORE JA N E T S . DEAN D E B E 'J .  PIATAK
New Home - (806)924-7411 

Tot Ftoe 1-800-375-2593-Fax (806) 924-7413 >

AURORA
CO O PERATIVE

AerM 
Appkaton

TAHOKA AIRPORT OFFKE:
806-998-4060

HALFMANN
Heat & Air

8 0 6 -3 3 2 -4 5 1 3
Lice TACLA72868B

loeai— ire
Owncr/Operator 

E-a^: h ilfunnhm indT iIrfim it l r -  
\ Y o » r lo c i l i« iT t e f c r i8 h t t l1 t i» J A / C » t c « l i f i i f l lw lm l» f e i^

Shwiair
Ht-ism ^

• HEATING •C O O L IN G * PLUMBING, INC.

Call 8N '749'COOl (2665)
for joir katiag, c()oliii; aad phmbing needs.

^ PrpucHy — rvm^ of s ine*  \9 1 S ^

<---------------------------------
Pre-Owned Care & Pickup* ^

Buy • Sell • Trade 
Wholesale - Retail 

- Conaignmeni
ndan

BHIy a Rhonda Parmer
361 FM2192 
WHaon, TX 79361

E-Mail: parco2130aol.com 
Mobile: (806)577-2918 

BuaineM: (806)996-5377

O F  O 'O O N N K L L

ANTLER \
S t ! ^

1913 US Highway 87 (West Access Road) 
Tahoka, TX

lAveBeMelCeatfMSAS

Volunteer... a n dle lf) oilers!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR WORLD.

Customer Satisfaction and (Juality Ginning 
is Our Top Priorityf

LANCE BRADFORD. General Manafer 
428-iaiS • Fax4U-31l7 • Call SOO-7818

^ ^ ^ O K A L A M B R O

T A H O K A  O F R C E
1647 Avenue J • (806)561-5600

City-County Library^
561-4050 • 1717 Main • Tahoka, TX

(In the Uft Enrichment Center) 
Monday-Thuraday 9:00 am-Noon, 1:00-6:00 pa  

Friday! 9:00 am-Noon, 1:00-5:00 pm 
INTERNET ACCESS AVAIUBLE

T a h o k a  P lo n a a r M u sau m
Lends Wood, Mgr. 8061441-9851 

1600 Lockwood e Open FrI. ft Sat. 10:00-2:00
■#.V -̂a*' • ♦ *

http://searchlubbocktxhomes.com

mailto:LynnCoNews@poka.com
http://www.qiialiiyilriveawav.copi
mailto:LynnCoNews@poka.com
http://www.co.lynn.tx.us
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% ""•TAHOKA MCH SCHOOL
8 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

H

THS Valedictorian & Salutatorian 
Patrick Herrera & Serena Ayala

Pridmore, Adams, & Knox Family Memorial Scholarship 
Kaylyn Green Grace Darnell

John & Suzanne Baker Properties 
Scholarship • Ruben Quinonez

Class of 1990 Scholarship 
Brandon Farrell Serena Ayala

MadeHne Hegi Endowment Scholarship 
Grace Dameli Patrick Herrera

Serena Ayala Grace Darnell
First United Methodist Church Scholarship 

Kaylyn Green Patrick Herrera Ruben Quinonez Natalie Stice
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Tahoka FFA Booster Club Scholarship 

Grace Dameli & Kaylyn Green
Hufhker Farms Scholarship 

Ruben Quinonez
Walker I  Solomon Insurance Agency & 

Lynn Ca Abstract It Title ■ Patrick Herrera
Hufbker Law Scholarship 

Natalie Stice
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Phebe K. Warner Scholarship 
Serena Ayala Grace Dameli

Thhoka Rotary Chib Scholarship 
Serena Ayala

I f e  i  f

Patrick Herrera
SPASB Scholarship 

Kaylyn Green

\  n

Thhoka Masonic Lodge Scholarship 
Grace Darnell Kaylyii Green

THS Student Coimcil Scholarship 
• Patrick Herrera

Terry Gvrin Memorial Scholarship 
Serena Ayala Kevin White

Patrick Herrera
THS Athletic Booster Club Scholarship 

Kevin White Natalie Stice Elizabeth CalzoncH
W.I.N. Scholarship

Kevin White

TAHOKA ISO WANTS TO THANK ALL THE LOCAL

SCHOLARSHIP 
SPONSORS

Academic All Stars; GabrleNe Uttrell, Grace Darnell, Madison Moya, Aly 
Dotson, Serena Ayala, Nadalte Carrasco, Raygin Taylor, Dalton C h a p ^ , 
Nathaniel Sullivan, Brandon Farrell, CaNie Ne^H, Patrick Herrera, Cameron 
Teke*, Kende Parks, Molly Broun, Tristen Stice, Natalie Stice

FOR ENCOURAGING THE
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE o f  o u r  y o u t h i

Top 10%: Madison Moya, Callie NevW, Layney Vega, Tamara 
Ramirez, Serena Ayala, Nadalie Carrasco, Molly Broun, Kaylyn 
Green, Peyton LowdermHk, Nathaniel Sullivan, Patrick Herrera, 
Cameron TekeH, Tristen Stice, Kenzie Parks, Alex Tew

THS

May 24,2
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