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Santa returns to Muleshoe
Santa Claus paid another early visit to Muleshoe Thursday, Dec. 20, visiting youngsters at 

local day cares and various businesses around the Bailey County seat. Pictured above, one 
of the young ladies at Little Feet, Big Dreams visits briefly with Santa while her classmates 
anxiously await their turn.                 Photograph by Larry Thornton

MAHD approves 
dialysis contract

Hospital board to look at rural health center funding

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

Exodus 20:15, which says, 
“you shall not steal,” should 
have a special meaning to 
the operators of a Christian 
bookstore.

However,  accord ing 
to information received 
from the Muleshoe Police 
Department, the proprietors 
of such a store that opened 
recent ly  in  Muleshoe 
apparently haven’t read 
that portion of “the Good 
Book.”

Jeremy L. Samstad, 25,  
and Jennifer L. Merrit t, 
23, also reportedly known 
as Jenni fer  Samstad, 
were recently arrested on 
outstanding warrants  from 
Lubbock County alleging 
property crimes.

Reportedly, the charges 
faced by the couple stem 
from the purchase of a travel 
trailer and a motor vehicle 
with “bogus” or insufficient 
checks.

However, other charges 
are still pending in regards 
to a local fraud investigation 
and similar type activities in 
New Mexico.

A l s o ,  ac c o r d i n g  t o 
Muleshoe Police Chief Brian 
Frieda, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation has been 
contacted about the couple 
as well, due to similar crimes 
that may have occurred 
in other states, including 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Wisconsin and 
Tennessee.

Reportedly, in August 
2007,  the couple was 
allegedly charged with 
t he  p os s es s i on  o f  a 
stolen tractor-trailer rig in 
Oneida, Tenn., following 
the investigation into an 
insuf f ic ient check that 
Samstad had issued to pay 
for repairs to the vehicle.
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By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

The Muleshoe Area 
Hospital District took the 
final steps needed to bring 
a first to Bailey County, 
West Texas, and the entire 
Lone Star State Thursday 
as it approved a contract 
to establish a dialysis unit 
at Park View Nursing Care 
Center.

“This will be one of the 
best things we’ve done for 
Park View,” MAHD board 
president Ronnie Dent 
said.

Dent also commended 
Sandy Sandlin, Park View’s 
administrator, for the job he’d 
done “pulling everything 
together” on the project.

While the board and 
MAHD staff commended 
b o a r d  m e m b e r  Z o n a 
Gatewood for her part, 
crediting her with the initial 
idea to bring a dialysis unit 
to Muleshoe.

M A H D  C E O ,  a n d 
Muleshoe Area Medical 
Center  admin is t ra to r, 
Ray Mason expla ined 
that Gatewood has been 
encouraging the hospital 

district to look at providing 
such ser v ices for  the 
residents of the district.

When it became clear that 
the hospital lacked the room 
for a dialysis unit, Mason 
said, Sandlin’s reaction was: 
“Why not at the nursing 
home?”

From there, Sandlin made 
contact with representatives 
of companies — such as 
AccessCare Dialysis, LLC, 
with whom Thursday’s 
contract was approved — 
that might be interested 
in placing such a unit at 
Muleshoe, with the added 
benefit of providing the 
service to residents at the 
local nursing home.

When John Hedr ick 
of AccessCare made a 
presentation to the hospital 
board in late November, he 
said, “There is a business 
opportunity, and there is 
a service that needs to be 
provided… We want to offer 
access to care for people in 
their home town.

Hedrick, at that time, 
pointed out that 70 percent

By Larry Thornton
Managing Editor

The Muleshoe Area 
Hospital District’s board 
of trustees approved a 
contract with Consolidated 

Financial Resources, Inc., 
appointing the company 
as the district’s financial 
advisors, subject to the 
approval of MAHD’s legal 
advisors, during its regular 
meeting on Thursday, Dev. 
20.

The action came after a 
presentation by Denise Null 
of Consolidated Financial 
Resources of Greenville, 
and Tom Shirey of CFR.

CFR is a public finance 
company and financial 
advisor, said Null. “We 
bring financing to you,” she 
added.

Ray Mason, MAHD’s 

CEO and administrator of 
Muleshoe Area Medical 
Center, explained that 
for some time now the 
hospital district has looked 
at expanding the medical 
center which currently 
houses Dr. Bruce Purdy, 
that would allow the hospital 
district to place all of its 
doctor’s under one rural 
health clinic, allowing a 
“larger capture” of federal 
medical payments.

It was noted by MAHD 
representatives that placing 
the doctors under the same 
roof would bring in an 
estimated $200,000 per 

year in Medicare funds.
According to Mason, the 

various options the hospital 
district has considered in 
the past haven’t panned 
out, and that going with 
a company such as CFR 
could be the solution. “I’m 
pleased that there are more 
opportunities than we had 
before,” he said.

An estimated $1.5 million 
would be needed to expand 
the clinic, another $200,000 
would be needed for new 
equipment

D u r i n g  T h u r s d a y ’ s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i t  wa s 
pointed out that one of the 

possibilities open to the 
hospital district through 
CFR involved restructuring 
the district’s capital debt, 
with the intent of lowering 
the high interest rates on 
the bonds issued to fund the 
construction of Park View 
Nursing Care Center.

While the board appeared 
interested in the possibilities 
that  res t ruc tur ing the 
nursing home’s bond issue 
would bring, Park View 
administrator Sandy Sandlin 
expressed concerns about 
stretching out the debt 
service on the nursing

By Larry Thornton
Part 6 – Conclusion
Robbie stood there in the 

hallway with an incredulous 
look on his face. “Yeah, 
right,” he said finally.

The news that  th is 
person standing in front of 
him was an elf just didn’t 
seem believable. Sure, 
the guy was short, but 
the elementary was fill of 
“short people.”

Sure the guy was dressed 
in the type of clothing the 
stories described elves 
as wearing, but so was 
Robbie.

And sure, the guy had 
pointed ears, but… well, 
that was something Robbie 
was going to have to give 
some more thought.

A  hur t  exp ress ion 
covered Sandy’s face.

“You don’ t believe in 
elves?” he asked Robbie.

“Well, no, not really.”
“And you probable don’t 

believe in Santa Claus 
either,” he added.

Robbie shook his head.
“Robbie, shouldn’t you 

be in the auditorium with 
the other kids?” asked Mr. 
Angleton as he walked 
down the hall.

“We were just talking for a 
moment,” Robbie said.

“ W e ? ”  a s k e d  t h e 
principal.

“Yeah, Sandy and me.”
“Sandy who?”
Robbie gestured toward 

Sandy, or rather where 
Sandy was just a moment 
earlier.

“Sandy… Sandy… there is 
no Sandy,” Robbie mumbled 
in a bewildered tone.

“Apparently,” Mr. Angleton 
said, an expression of 
concern on his face. “Are 
you feeling okay?”

Robbie nodded slowly 
as he looked around for the 
elf. “I guess I’d better get 
changed and get into the 
auditorium,” he said softly.

“Yes, that ’s probably 

best,” said the principal as 
he continued down the hall 
toward his office.

As Robbie turned and 
walked the rest of the way to 
the restroom, he glanced into 
the classrooms he passed 
but didn’t see anyone, or 
anything indicating Sandy 
had fled inside.

W h e n  h e  r e a c h e d 
the restroom, he slowly 
peeked around the corner, 
expecting… no, hoping to 
see the “elf,” and have the 
assurance that this new 
acquaintance had somehow 
been able to dart inside 
unseen by the principal.

Nothing. The restroom, 
an d  t he  s t a l l s ,  we re 
empty except for Robbie’s 
backpack. What was even 
worse, his clothes and 
shoes were missing also.

*   *   *   *   *
At the airport, the police 

escorted Janus from the 
patrol car through a side 
door, but lef t the wolf 
secured in the back of the 
other vehicle.

 “Stand right there, 
and empty your pockets,” 
the officer behind Janus 
said.

Not knowing what else 
to do, Janus complied with 
the instructions, dragging 
the normal assortment of 
“elf gadgets and gizmos” 
from his pockets: A multi-
function pocket tool that 
would make the owner of a 
Swiss Army knife envious; 
a Swiss Army knife that 
would make the owner of 
the multi-function pocket
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Adult Learning Center closed
Muleshoe’s Adult Learning Center, in the WorkSource 

office, 203 S. Main, will be closed from Dec. 20 through 
Jan.  8.

FBC blood drive
The First Baptist Church of Muleshoe, 220 W. Ave. 

E,  will be hosting a blood drive on Wednesday,  Jan. 
9,  from 3-6:15 p.m. 

Call Donna at 272-5125 to make an appointment to 
donate. You must be 17 years of old, in good health, and 
have a picture ID to donate.

Nursing home volunteer training 
South Plains Association of Governments’ Area Agency 

on Aging will hold an orientation on Friday, Jan. 11, for 
nursing home volunteer advocates. The special session 
will be trom 1:30-4:30 p.m. at 1323 58th St., Lubbock. 

Individuals must be willing to attend several classes of 
comprehensive training in a three month period. Training 
emphasis is on advocacy for long-term care residents; 
advocates will learn the importance for quality of care and 
life through a program called the Ombudsman.

Volunteers must commit to weekly visits and submit 
monthly reports. All volunteers will receive liability 
insurance coverage; also, mileage reimbursement is 
available for anyone traveling from out of town for trainings. 
Volunteers are especially needed at several nursing 
facilities in 12 surrounding counties of the region as well 
as in Lubbock.

Special training sessions will be scheduled in 
communities throughout the next year. Call the Area 
Agency on Aging at 687-0940 or 1-888-418-6564 to pre-
register or to receive more information.

Alzheimer’s disease support group
The Bailey County Alzheimer’s Disease Support Group 

will be meeting on Thursday, Jan. 10, at noon, at Park 
View Nursing Home. Steve Friskup, pastor of Muleshoe 
Cowboy Fellowship, will present the program.  Lunch will 
be served.

For more information contact Debbie Crabtree, Bailey 
County Aging Services, 272-3647, or Mandi Seaton, 
Bailey County extension agent — Family and Consumer 
Sciences, 272-4583.

1011 Hall · Littlefield
1633 American · Muleshoe

*Single Patty Burger, Add-ons Extra.  Limited Time Only!

FAMILY NIGHT!
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for

CAROLYN’S HUGE

still going on!!!

Carolyn’s
106 E. American Blvd.

Muleshoe, Texas
272-5911

No layaways on sale items

EVERY ITEM
IN THE STORE
DISCOUNTED

ALL CHRISTMAS

50 TO 70% OFF
STOREWIDE SALE

Joey Kindle, incumbent 
Precinct 3 Commissioner, 
announced Friday, Dec. 21, 
that he has refiled for his 
seat as a Democrat.

The county elect ion 
slate for 2008 includes 
the positions of Precinct 1 
Commissioner, Precinct 3 
Commissioner, County Tax 
Assessor, Sheriff, County 
Attorney, District Attorney 
and Constable.

Previously,  the only 
individuals to file were 
incumbent Floyd “Butch” 
Vandiver, who refiled for 
Precinct 1 Commissioner; 
incumbent Melba Clark 
who refiled for County Tax 
Assessor; and who has 
filed for Jeanine Backus for 
County Attorney.

Individuals have until 
Jan. 3 to file for the county 
positions.

Kindle refiles 
for Precinct 3

Officers honored
Muleshoe Police Chief Brian Frieda presented commendations for meritorious service 

to Sgt. Shane Kirk, pictured above on the left, and Lt. Benny Parker, on the right, for efforts 
performed at the house fire on Aug. 15. The commendations were presented at the police 
department Christmas party.

Citizens honored
Police Chief Brian Frieda, pictured above on the left, presented Mike and Terri Hahn of 

Muleshoe with a community service award for their efforts in assisting the Muleshoe Police 
Department and the FBI in the investigation of a non-custodial kidnapping in Muleshoe. The 
award was presented at the Christmas party of the police department.

Bai ley County Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) 
County Executive Director 
Kim Hanlin recently said that 
FSA has been authorized to 
immediately begin making 
disaster payments.

“These payments are for 
approved Crop Disaster, 
Livestock Compensation, 
and Livestock Indemnity 
Program applications,” 
s a i d  H a n l i n ,  B a i l e y 
County executive director. 
“Payments made in Texas 
represent a portion of nearly 
$1 billion dollars in disaster 
assistance to be issued 
through FSA nationwide, 
to date,” 

T h e  L i v e s t o c k 
Compensation Program 
2005-2007 (LCP) provides 
b ene f i t s  to  l i ves to c k 
producers in designated 
disaster count ies who 
suffered feed losses or 
incurred additional feed 

Bailey County USDA begins making 
diasaster payments to farmers

costs directly resulting 
from natural  disasters 
occurring between Jan. 1, 
2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, 
including losses resulting 
from blizzards that started 
in 2006 and continued into 
January 2007.

The Livestock Indemnity 
Program 2005-2007 (LIP) 
provides benefits to livestock 
producers in designated 
d isas te r  count ies  fo r 
livestock deaths caused 
by natural disasters that 
occurred between Jan. 1, 
2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, 
including losses because 
of blizzards that started in 
2006 and continued into 
January 2007. 

T h e  C r o p  D i s a s te r 
Program (COP) provides 
benefits to farmers who 
suf fered losses to the 
20052007 c rops f rom 
natura l  d isasters  and 
related conditions so long 
as the actual crop lost was 
planted or prevented from 
being planted before Feb. 
28, 2007. Producers who 
incurred qualifying losses 
in 2005, 2006 or 2007 must 
choose only one year for 
which to receive benefits 
and may receive benefits 
for multiple crop losses if 
all were in the same crop 
year. 

Sign-up for LIP and LCP 
began on Sept. 10,2007 
and s ign -up for  COP 
began on Oct. 15,2007; 
no sign-up deadlines for 
these disaster assistance 
programs have been set. 
For more information about 
disaster payments, contact 
the Name County FSA at 
Phone or visit the national 
FSA website at www.fsa.
usda.gov.



www.muleshoejournal.com - Muleshoe Journal, December 27, 2007, Page 3

Santa’s Christmas Gift… continued from page 1

Christians Can Celebrate
With Deep and Genuine Joy
I hope you’re having a great
Christmas. If our hearts are
really prepared for it, it can be
such a wonderful time. 

I know. A lot about the way
our society “celebrates” Christ-
mas is nothing to celebrate. In
fact, as Andrew Greeley
writes, some aspects of the
sometimes-not-so-holy “holy-
day” might make us tempted to
run from the whole thing:

“It might be easy to run
away to a monastery, away

from the commercialization,
the hectic hustle, the demand-
ing family responsibilities of
Christmastime. Then we would
have a holy Christmas.”

He warns, though: “But we
would forget the lesson of the
Incarnation, of the enfleshing
of God—the lesson that we
who are followers of Christ do
not run from the secular;
rather we try to transform it. It
is our mission to make holy the
secular aspects of Christmas
just as the early Christians
baptized the Christmas tree.
And we do this by being holy
people—kind, patient, gener-
ous, loving, laughing peo-
ple—no matter how madden-
ing is the Christmas rush.”

By George, I think he’s got it!
C. S. Lewis wrote similarly,

observing that a small child can-
not really separate “the religious
from the merely festal character
of Christmas or Easter.” Lewis
appreciated both the poetry and
the piety of the little boy report-
ed to have gone about on Easter
morning muttering a poem he’d
made up about “chocolate eggs
and Jesus risen.” 

“Of course,” Lewis writes,
“the time will come when such
a child can no longer effort-
lessly and spontaneously enjoy
that unity.” One day, Lewis
says, the child will realize that
the spiritual aspects of Easter
are different from the festive
aspects, and he will have to put
one or the other aspect first
and choose what is most
important. We all get to that
point. Do we major on egg-
hunting or on the Resurrection?
Or, for us at Christmastide, do
we major on Santa Claus or on
God in the flesh at Bethlehem?

In making the choice, people
tend to make two mistakes. 

One serious mistake is to
choose rightly to major on the
real reason for the season but
to  decide that necessitates also
adopting a dour pseudo-piety
that says, “Out with lights and
Christmas trees and all the
other festive trappings of the
holiday. Humbug!”

But the other mistake is even
worse—to refuse to celebrate
such days as religious holidays
at all and focus only on egg
hunts and Rudolph.  

As Lewis writes, “If the child
puts the spiritual first he can still
taste something of Easter in the
chocolate eggs; if he puts the
eggs first they will soon be no
more than any other sweetmeat.
They will have taken on an inde-
pendent, and therefore a soon
withering, life.”

Christians who know the
real meaning of the holy days
should celebrate everything
that is good about them with
more joy than other people and
not less. If we truly love Christ
more than Christmas, then
we’re free to love Christmas
with a freedom and genuine
joy we could never have other-
wise. God is so good! 

It’s nonsense to thank Santa
for God. It may be very good
sense indeed to thank God for
Santa!

Curtis Shelburne is minister of the
16th & D Church of Christ in Muleshoe.

Focus
On

Faith
Curtis

Shelburne
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tool envious; a ball of heavy 
twine for tying; a neck scarf 
for cold days up north; a roll 
of red and green Christmas 
ribbon, and a large bow 
made from the same ribbon; 
a foot tall doll in a pink dress 
that neeeded the eyebrow 
over its left eye repainted; 
a train car that needed 
a wheel replaced before 
it could be approved for 
packaging; a small puppy 
collar… the pile of items on 
the desk kept growing and 
growing, and the eyes of the 
officer kept getting bigger 
and bigger.

“I thought you searched 
him before you put him in the 
patrol car,” the sergeant said 
as he watched Janus lay a 
little-league baseball bat on 
top of the other items that 
had already been placed on 
the desk.

“I thought I did also,” 
said the officer. “I patted 
him down ad didn’t feel a 
thing.”

As Janus pulled the last 
object out of his left pocket 
— a small golden Christmas 
ornament, he gave a sigh of 
relief. “Finally,” he said.

“How did you get all 
this stuff in your pockets?” 
the sergeant asked the 
prisoner.

“Like this,” Janus said, 
closing his fist tighter around 
the Christmas ornament he 
suddenly disappeared.

“Where’d he go!” the 
officer and his sergeant 
shouted, almost in unison.

Distracted as they looked 
around, and under the desk, 
the police officers didn’t 
see the door open and then 
close.

Out in the hall, Janus 
kept the magical ornament 
clutched tightly in his fist as 
he hurried toward the exit 
door.

Just before he reached 
the door, it opened, allowing 
two other police officers 
deep in discussion to enter 
and pass the elf without 
seeing him.

Janus darted through the 
door before it could swing 
shut.

Once more in the cold 
sunshine of the afternoon, 
Janus looked around and 
was about to flee, when 
he suddenly stopped and 
turned around. There, 
parked just behind the car 
which brought the elf to the 
security office was the patrol 
car with the wolf locked in 
the back seat.

For a moment, Janus 
considered turning again 
and running, but for what 
may have been the first 
time ever, he thought about 
someone else other than 
himself.

“He’s just a wolf,” he 
said to himself, “He can 
get away.” But down deep 
inside, Janus knew this 
wasn’t so. He knew one of 
the humans’ dog pounds 
would be the best the wolf 
could hope for, and Janus 
couldn’t even imagine what 
would happen to the wolf 
if the humans learned he 
could talk.

Slowly, at first and then 
with increased speed 
because he wasn’t certain 
how much longer the magic 
from the charmed Christmas 
ornament would keep him 
invisible, Jan ran toward 
the patrol care imprisoning 
the wolf.

When he opened the 
door, the wolf turned his 
head toward the opening 
and sniffed. Even though he 
couldn’t see the elf, he could 
smell his presence.

“Thanks,” the wolf said as 
he leaped from the car.

*   *   *   *   *
Normally a very patient 

goose, Elwood became 
increasingly impatient as he 
awaited the return of Sandy 
from whatever chore he’d 
gone off on. He paddled 
over toward the shore, where 
several Canadian geese 
had congregated, but they 
apparently were nervous at 
his large size and took to the 
air complaining loudly.

“Thilly birdth,” he muttered 
to himself before turning 
and paddling back out to the 
center of the lake. “Thethe 
thity birdthth are thcared of 
their own thadowth.”

A little while later, Elwood 
took to the air, circling first 
over the lake and the park, 
and then sailing high over 
the city itself.

Far below, the normal 
daytime activities of the 
city were taking place as 
the humans did whatever 
it was that humans living 
far from the North Pole did. 
Although Elwood didn’t have 
the eyesight of an eagle, he 
was certain that life in the 
city, wasn’t for him.

He sailed along, dipping 
down occasionally to get 
a better look at something 
he’d seen from overhead 
before climbing back into 
the sky with great sweeps 
of his wings.

After flying for about 
an hour, Elwood saw a 
familiar figure walking along 
a street.

“There you are, Marvin,” 
the snow goose said as 
he pulled his wings in and 
landed in front of Sandy, 
only… it wasn’t Sandy. It 
was a kid… a rather wide-
eyed kid at that, dressed in 
clothes similar to the elf’s 
and carrying a backpack.

And if the look of fear that 
was on the kid’s face could 
have gotten any worse than 
at nearly being landed on by 
an absolutely humongous 
snow-white goose, it did 
when the goose said, 
“You’re not Marvin.”

If he had been just a little 
less frightened, Robbie 
might have dropped his 
backpack and ran away, 
but it was as if his feet were 
frozen into place, his knees 
locked in place. “Who’s 
Marvin?” was all Robbie 
could do or say.

“Marvin, the elf,” the 
enormous goose replied. 
“He’th thort like you, and ith 
wearing clotheth like you.”

“You mean… Sandy?”
“Thatth him, Marvin the 

elf.” said Elwood.
Robbie, for the first time 

in his life looking up at the 
head of a goose who was 
not only towering above him 
but also speaking, shook 
his head. “I don’t know. He 
disappeared, and took my 
clothes.”

“Why did he do that? 
Weren’t you wearing them?” 
asked the goose.

“Uh, no. I was wearing 
these.”

“You took Marv in’ th 
clothes?”

“No, these just look like 
his clothes.”

The goose looked at 
Robbie for a long pause 
before slowly nodding his 
head in understanding. 
“Then where’th Marvin?”

Before Robbie could try to 
answer the question, Sandy 
the elf, panting heavily as 
if he’d been running for 
several blocks distance, 
suddenly appeared next to 
Elwood and Robbie. “Here 
I am,” he said.

Both Robbie and the 
goose turned to look at 
Sandy. If the goose was 
surprised by the elf’s sudden 
appearance, he didn’t show 
it. As for Robbie, as strange 
as the day afternoon was 
going, it somehow made 
sense that an “elf” who could 
disappear in thin air should 
be able to materialize in the 
same fashion.

“I thought I told you to wait 
for me at the lake?” the elf 
said to the goose, a touch of 
irritation in his voice.

“I got bored waiting,” said 
the goose.

“Well, next time…” Sandy 
started to say.

“Where’s my clothes?” 
asked Robbie.

Sandy looked over at 
the boy with a puzzled 
expression on his face. “I 
don’t have you clothes,” he 
said.

“Well, who could have 
t aken  t hem? ”  B e fo re 
Robbie had even finished 
the question, however, he 
already had the answer. 
Mike Brown. It was just the 
type of trick the school bully 
would play, and if it wasn’t for 
his meeting Sandy, followed 
by Sandy’s disappearance 
a few minutes later, Robbie 
would have immediately 
realized what happened to 
the clothes.

“Personally, I think you 
look pretty good,” the elf 
offered.

“You would,” Robbie shot 
back at him, forgetting for a 
second that he was arguing 
with a “mythical” creature 
who was standing next to an 
“impossible” creature.

Robbie suddenly paused 
for a moment before saying 
anything else. “I saw you 
two in Holloway Park the 
other night!”

Sandy shrugged. “Could 
be.”

“And you disappeared 
than also.”

“Uhh?” asked Sandy.
“In the park. You were 

gone when my fami ly 
returned to the park,” said 
Robbie.

“Oh, that. We just went 
over into the trees. I thought 
you meant I disappeared 
like at the school when the 
adult came down the hall.”

“Right… how’d you do 
that?”

Sandy held up a small 
gold Christmas ornament. 
“We carry these in case we 
need to hide quickly,” the elf 
said. “Speaking of which, 
we need to get out of here 
before too many others see 
us.”

Turning to the goose, 
Sandy said, “Elwood, meet 
us back at the saddle.”

With a single nod of his 
head, the large goose turned 
and dashed down the street, 
flapping his wings until he 
finally got airborne.

Then, as the goose 
climbed steadily into the 
sky, the elf turned back to 
Robbie, and said, “Where 
can we go to talk?”

*   *   *   *   *
A few minutes later, the 

elf-attired pair arrived at the 
Jeffers home.

“Mom, I’m home,” Robbie 
called as usual upon entering 
the house.

“Hello, dear,” she called 
back from another room.

“Mom, this is Sandy, we’ll 
be up in my room… going 
over our lines for the play.”

“That’s fine, Robbie,” Mrs. 
Jeffers said as she came to 
door from the living room. 
“Hello, Sandy, have we met 
before?”

“Uh, no, maam,” said the 
elf. “I’ve only been here a 
short time.”

Robbie’s mother smiled 
before returning to whatever 
she was doing elsewhere in 
the house. “Those are cute 
costumes, boys,” she said. 
“Very believable. Robbie, 
there are snacks in the 
refrigerator.”

“Thanks, Mom,” Robbie 
said. “Maybe in a lit tle 
while.”

Once they were in his 
room, Robbie turned toward 
Sandy with an expectant 
look on his face.

Understanding that this 
was his time to speak, 
Sandy blurted out, “I need 
you to go back to the North 
Pole with me.”

In what appeared to be a 
new habit of late, Robbie’s 
mouth dropped open.

“It won’t take long,” said 
Sandy. “Just a day or two, 
then I’ll have you back 
here.”

“Why?” asked Robbie.
Sandy explained the 

problem with the gift for 
Santa and the Winter 
Festival.

“I’m still not sure I believe 
you’re an elf, I know I don’t 
believe in Santa Claus and 
his flying reindeer,” said 
Robbie, 

S a n d y  n o d d e d  i n 
understanding. “You’re 
right. You’ve obviously been 
dealing a lot with adults my 
size, with pointed ears, who 
can disappear at will, and fly 
around on giant geese.”

“I see you’re point,” said 
Robbie. “But even if you are 
an elf, that doesn’t mean 
Santa exists also.”

“If seeing is believing, 
than why not go with me to 
the North Pole?”

“…And you still haven’t 
explained how my going to 
the North Pole will help you 
give a gift to Santa Claus, 
if he does exist,” Robbie 
continued.

Sandy gave a deep sigh, 
collecting his thoughts, and 
said, “The biggest concern 
of Santa’s is that people, 
children actually, will stop 
believing. I figure if I can 
bring him a kid who no 
longer believes in him, but 

who can believe again it’ll 
be the greatest present 
ever.”

It had finally come out, the 
reason for Sandy’s trip to 
the south, everything. And 
now for the first time, with 
the explanation bouncing 

around between Robbie’s 
ears, Sandy realized the 
problems with his plan, and 
maybe why Santa hadn’t 
taken such steps himself.

“If it’s as simple as that,” 
Robbie said even as

Continued on page 5
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Farmers Coop Ass’n of Sudan
P.O. Box 120 • Sudan, Texas

227-2461
Mobile: (806) 638-7692 FAX (806) 227-2102
Dennis Flowers, Gen. Manager Email: dflowers@fivearea.com

WESTERN
DRUG

& Something Special Gifts
1411 W. American Blvd.   272-3106   Muleshoe

Open at 5:00 a.m. every day!

McDONALD’S
OF MULESHOE

1315 W. American Blvd. • 272-3333

MULESHOE ANIMAL CLINIC
GENERAL PRACTICE

M   V     SMULESHOE VET

SUPPLY

1430 US Hwy. 84 • Muleshoe    Office: 272-3061

BAILEY COUNTY DEVOTIONAL PAGE

This devotional & directory is made possible by these
businesses who encourage all of us to attend worship services.

401 W. American Blvd. • Muleshoe • 272-4585

                 West Plains Telecommunications, Inc.
Five Area Systems, Inc., Plateau Wireless

Five Area Long Distance - Five Area Internet
302 Uvalde    Muleshoe, USA    (806) 272-5533

"THE FIVE AREA TELEPHONE
COOPERATIVE, INC."

(806) 272-4266 2601 W. American Blvd.
Mobile (806) 946-8763 P.O. Box 631
mviinc@fivearea.com Muleshoe, Texas

Serve Wholeheartedly, as if you
were serving the Lord, not men.

Ephesians 6:7

400 East Ash • 272-3156
Muleshoe, Texas

A COMPLETE LINE OF FIELD SEEDS
Tim McCormick

MCCORMICK SEEDS, INC.

MEMBER
FDIC

202 South First      272-4515

Lazbuddie
Feeders, Ltd.

965-2435
“We make your dairy bull calves worth more!

Lazbuddie, Texas

CENTRAL COMPRESS
& WAREHOUSE

SUDAN, TEXAS

BAILEY COUNTY DEVOTIONAL PAGE

minsa
C O R P O R AT I O N

US Hwy. 84 East
Muleshoe • 272-5545

IRRIGATION
PUMPS & POWER

W. Hwy. 84
272-5597CENTER-PIVOTS

111 W. Avenue B 888-658-4581
P.O. Box 563 (806) 272-4581
Muleshoe, TX 79347 Fax (806) 272-5892

HENRY
INSURANCE
AGENCY

Rama Smalling
Agent

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD

521 South First Street
272-3017

S.S. 9:45 am,
W.S. 10:30 am & 6:00 pm,

Wed. 7:00 pm
EL BUEN PASTOR

415 E. Ave. F - 272-5455
Pastor Domingo Luna - 272-4542
S.S. 9:45 am, W.S. 11 am & 6 pm;

Wed. 7 pm

BAPTIST
CALVARY BAPTIST

1733 W. Ave. C.
Rev. Jeff Coffman

CIRCLE BACK BAPTIST
Intersection FM 3397 & FM 298

FIRST BAPTIST
220 West Ave. E
Dr. Stacy Conner
FIRST BAPTIST

Lazbuddie • 965-2126
PRIMERA IGLESIA BAUTISTA

223 E. Ave. E
Interim Rev. Troy Smith
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST

621 South First
Elder Bernard Gowens, Min.

PROGRESS BAPTIST
Progress, TX

PROGRESS SECOND
BAPTIST

Arthur Hays, Min. - 1st & 3rd
Sundays

RICHLAND HILLS BAPTIST
Bro. Larry Thornton
17th & West Ave. D

S.S. 10 am; W.S. 11 am & 6 pm;
Weds. 7 pm

TRINITY BAPTIST
314 E. Ave. B - Bennie Wright, Min.

CATHOLIC
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

CATHOLIC CHURCH
805 E. Hickory

Leonardo Pahamtang, Min.

EPISCOPAL - CHARISMATIC
ST. CLEMENTS CHURCH
COMMUNION OF CHRIST

THE REDEEMER
Hwy. 214 South • 272-5954

Father Sergio Leal
Sun. W.S. 10:30 am

CHRISTIAN
TRINITY CHRISTIAN CENTER

1723 W. American Blvd. • 272-3877
Reydon Stanford, Pastor

Sun. W.S. 10:30 am
CENTRO CRISTIANO

117 E. Birch St.
Hermanos Barron

S.S. 10 a.m.; W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Wed. 7 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
LARIAT CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wesley Roach, Min.
S.S. 10 a.m.;

W.S. 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.,
Wed. 7:30 p.m.

LAZBUDDIE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Nathan Crawford, Min.

S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:20 am
& 5 pm; Wed. 7 pm

MULESHOE CHURCH OF CHRIST
22nd & W. American Blvd.

S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:20 am
& 6 pm; Wed. 7:30 pm

16th & AVE. D
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Curtis Shelburne, Min.

272-4619
S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:30 am;

Growth Gr. 1:30 pm;
Wed. 7:00 pm

LUTHERAN
ST. JOHN LUTHERAN

Lariat, TX • David Symm, Min.
S.S. 10:30 am;
W.S. 9:30 am

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

507 W. 2nd St.
Spanish Service 8:30;
S.S. 9:45; W.S. 11:00
Praise & Prayer 6 PM

Pastor Monty Leavell, 272-5517
LAZBUDDIE METHODIST

S.S. 9:30 am; W.S. 10:30 am
Pastor Ken Peterson

965-2121
EL DIVINO SALVADOR U.M.C.

619 E. 5th Street & Ave. G,
Muleshoe

Javier Careaga, Pastor
272-6888

PENTECOSTAL
UNITED PENTECOSTAL

LIGHTHOUSE
207 East Ave. G
1-800-454-6051

S.S. 10 am; Thursday,
Bible Study 7 pm

INTER DENOMINATIONAL
NEW COVENANT

Plainview Hwy.
Steve Claybrook, Pastor
W.S. 10 am; Wed. 7 pm
MULESHOE COWBOY

FELLOWSHIP
710 E. American Blvd., Muleshoe

Steve Friskup, Minister
272-5199

Service: 7:30 p.m. Thursday

If your church has a change of
information, please call 272-4536.

Muleshoe — 272-4504 Morton — 266-8600

BAILEY COUNTY
ELECTRIC

COOPERATIVE
ASSOCIATION

MULESHOE PEA & BEAN, INC.
1680 CR 1044, Muleshoe • 272-5589

Ed, Nicky & Chad Nickels

Deaf Smith
County Grain, Inc.

Cliff A. Skiles, Jr.
Jeb S. Skiles

MAPLE COOP GIN
927-5501

Maple, Texas

1412 W. American Blvd.
Muleshoe • 272-4213

Open: Sun.-Mon. 11 AM-11 PM
Lunch Buffet: Sun.-Fri. 11:30 AM-1:30 PM

Monday Night Buffet: 6-8 PM
“Gather round the Good Stuff”

“WE CARE ABOUT YOU”

114 East Ave. C, Muleshoe
272-3570

MULESHOE
TIRE

107 Main St., Muleshoe • 272-4594
After Hour Service: 946-7668

BOEHNING
DAIRY
690 CR 45, Earth

“MILK - A PART OF EVERYTHING
THAT IS GOOD!”

TEXAS FARM BUREAU
INSURANCE CO.

1612 W. American Blvd., Muleshoe • 272-4567

LAW OFFICE OF
TINA DAVIS

Criminal - Probate - Real Estate - Family Law
101 S. Main, Muleshoe • 272-7776

www.InterimHealthcare.com
Annette Orozco • LeAnn Altman • Kristen Meeks, RN-BSN • Myranda Wilhite, RN-BSN • Kay Gray

Olivia Barrera • Arlene Brozek • Brandi Hamilton • Deena Hamilton • Twila Rutter

110 E. Ave. C
Muleshoe
272-5549

WAYNE COPLEYWAYNE COPLEYWAYNE COPLEYWAYNE COPLEYWAYNE COPLEY
TRUCKINGTRUCKINGTRUCKINGTRUCKINGTRUCKING

CALICHE, SAND & ROCK PRODUCTS
P.O. Box 63 (806) 272-3697
Muleshoe, Texas 79347 Mobile: (806) 946-8072

TORTILLA
FACTORY

105 E. Ash St., Muleshoe • 272-5772
Phillipians 4: “I can do all things through

Christ who strengthens me.”

1260 CR 1038, Muleshoe
272-7706

J&S Dairy

PACO FEED YARD, LTD.
Commercial Cattle Feeders
P.O. Box 956, Friona

265-3281
Feller Hughs-Mgr.

God Bless!

Gabriel 
by Max Lucado 

(The following is excerpt 1 of 4 from An Angel’s Story.)
In this classic Christmas story, Max Lucado pulls back the curtain and 

imagines the cosmic drama that accompanied that very first Christmas…from 
the perspective of an angel.

“Gabriel.”
Just the sound of my King’s voice stirred my heart. I left my post at the 

entryway and stepped into the throne room. To my left was the desk on which 
sat the Book of Life. Ahead of me was the throne of Almighty God. I entered 
the circle of unceasing Light, folded my wings before me to cover my face, and 
knelt before Him. “Yes, my Lord?”

“You have served the kingdom well. You are a noble messenger. Never have 
you flinched in duty. Never have you flagged in zeal.”

I bowed my head, basking in the words. “Whatever You ask, I’ll do a thousand 
times over, my King,” I promised.

“Of that, I have no doubt, dear messenger.” His voice assumed a solemnity 
I’d never heard Him use. “But your greatest work lies ahead of you. Your next 
assignment is to carry a gift to Earth. Behold.”

I lifted my eyes to see a necklace—a clear vial on a golden chain—dangling 
from His extended hand.

My Father spoke earnestly, “Though empty, this vial will soon contain My 
greatest gift.” …Handing me the necklace, He explained, “This vial will contain 
the essence of Myself; a Seed to be placed in the womb of a young girl. Her 
name is Mary. She lives among My chosen people. The fruit of the Seed is the 
Son of God. Take it to her.”

“But how will I know her?” I asked.
“Don’t worry. You will.”
I could not comprehend God’s plan, but my understanding was not essential. 

My obedience was. I lowered my head, and He draped the chain around my 
neck. Amazingly, the vial was no longer empty. It glowed with Light.

“Jesus. Tell her to call My Son Jesus.”
From An Angel's Story 

(originally published as Cosmic Christmas) 
Copyright (Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2002, 2004) Max Lucado

Lazbuddie Elementary
Student Spotlight

The following students, pictured on the right, were recently 
honored by Lazbuddie Elementary School:

Avery Timms, the daughter of Chris and Jill Timms and 
is 5 years old; Ginsyn McGehee, the daughter of Kevin and 
Malessia McGehee; Priscilla Salazar, the daughter of Jaime 
and Elizabeth Salazar; Ashley Scott, the daughter of Lee 
and Carolyn Scott; Micah Vera, the daughter of Oracio and 
Teresa Vera; and Lacey Jesko, the daughter of Terry and 
Janene Jesko.

Alzheimer’s support group to meet
The Bailey County Alzheimer’s Disease Support Group 

will be meeting on Thursday, Jan. 10, at noon, at Park View 
Nursing Home. Steve Friskup, pastor of Muleshoe Cowboy 
Fellowship, will present the program. For more information 
contact Debbie Crabtree, Bailey County Aging Services, 
272-3647, or Mandi Seaton, Bailey County extension agent 
— Family and Consumer Sciences, 272-4583.

Don’t forget
your

photographs!
Do you  have  any 

blank spots in your photo 
albums? Could they be at 
the newspaper?

Ph o to g ra p h s  t ha t 
have been submit ted 
for publication in the 
Muleshoe Journal  may be 
picked up during regular 
business hours.

At this time, a large 
number of photographs 
have been accumulated, 
and may include your 
missing photographs.
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Obituaries printed in 
the Muleshoe Journal 
are printed free of charge 
and contain the following 
types of information: 

Date and details of 
funeral and place of burial; 
date and place of birth and 
parents names; date of 
marriage;

Limited biographical 
information, including the 
highest level of schooling 
achieved,  serv ice in 
t h e  A r m e d  Fo r c e s , 
profession (and retirement 
information if applicable); 
names of relatives who 
have preceded the person 
in death;

Names of survivors 
( i n c l u d i n g  h u s b a n d 
and wife, parents, in-
laws, brothers, sisters, 
grandparents (only the 
number of grandchildren, 
g rea t - g ra n d c h i l d ren 
a n d  g r e a t - g r e a t -
grandchildren) will be 
inc luded; and where 
m e m o r i a l s  m a y  b e 
directed.

We will be pleased to 
run a one column black 
and white photo at no 
charge.  A larger photo or 
a color photo will cause 
the obit to be paid. 

Please keep in mind 
that everything must be 
submitted by your funeral 
home. 

Publication
of Obituaries

WE’VE
GOT THE

KEY!

AFFORDABLE
BAIL BONDS

TAMMY BURTON, AGENT

Muleshoe - 272.6820
Farwell - 481.3280

Toll Free - 866.665.2147

3rd Annual
Xtreme Challenge

Enrolling Now!
Deadline to enter is Dec. 31st

Entry Fee: $50
Contest begins Jan. 2nd and ends March 31st

What is the Xtreme Challenge?
Contestants compete to achieve the biggest total 

body transformation during this contest.
Get in shape & have fun doing it!

First, Second & Third Place 
Prizes Awarded!

CASH PRIZE POT BEGINS AT $500
AND GROWS BY $25 WITH EACH ENTRY!

Last year’s winner enjoyed a $1,700 Grand Prize and 
many other beautiful prizes. Enter now!

No membership required to participate. Special “No Contract” rate for contestants.

Farwell Country Club
is seeking new members.

Join before January 
31, 2008 and we’ll 
waive the regular 

$320 Initiation Fee!

We are a 9-hole, 
scenic golf course with 
Pro Shop, cart rental, TV, 

banquet room and 
swimming pool.

GOLF LESSONS 
AVAILABLE.

We pride
ourselves in 
maintaining 

beautiful
grounds!

FOR MORE INFO, 
CALL CHARLIE 

806-481-9210
51 COUNTRY CLUB RD.

FARWELL, TEXAS

• Tune Ups 
• Brake Service 
• Computer Diagnostic 

Repair 
• We Build Engines and 

Have Rebuilt Engines 
For Sale 

• We Do On-The-Site 
Irrigation Motor Repairs 

All Work Guaranteed 
We Pick Up and Deliver! 

803 W. American Blvd. • 272-5330 
After hours: 946-8274 or 946-7996 

Burton Service Center 

Complete Auto Repair 

If your college student is 
graduating or has made the 
Dean’s or President’s list, 
in order for that information 
to appear in the Muleshoe 
Journal, we must receive 
notice from the respective 
educational institution. 

Your son or daughter 
must sign a release so the 
information can be sent 
to us.

Have them visit their  
bursar’s office to sign a 
form indicating they wish to 
share their good news! 

Once permission to 
share information has been 
granted, the college or 
university should send the 
info via email to: editor@
fivearea.com. 

Requirements
for college

news releases

Sandy himself realized it, 
“why does Santa deliver his 
presents at night?”

All Sandy could do was 
stand there and slowly 
shake his head.

Downcast, Sandy turned 
and walking over to a chair 
in the corner of Robbie’s 
room, sat down heavily.

Robbie moved over to 
the bed and plopped down 
on it.

“Why didn’t I think of 
that before I left the North 
Pole?” the elf muttered as 
he stared up at the ceiling. 
Once again, his plans had 
been ruined, destroyed. He 
was worse off than when the 
idea came to him under that 
tree… now he had to get 
back home, and explain why 
he’d left in the first place.

After a few minutes of 
silence, Robbie sat up 
and looked over at the elf. 
“What will you do now?” he 
asked.

Sandy shrugged. “Go 
home, I guess.”

“By yourself?”
“Well, me and Elwood.”
“The goose?”
Sandy nodded.
After a few more minutes 

of silence, Sandy leaned far 
enough forward in the chair 
that his feet touched the 
floor. “I guess I’d better go 
meet Elwood,” he said.

“Want me to walk you 
back,” Robbie of fered. 
A l t h o u g h  t h i s  n e w 
acquaintance had yet to be 
termed a friend, Robbie was 
troubled by the heartache 
that was evident on Sandy’s 
face.

Sandy shrugged. “I can 
make it,” he said.

Robbie stood up. “I’ll 
tell Mom I’m walking over 
to your house for a few 
minutes. …But I’m not doing 
it in these clothes.”

A few minutes later, 
attired in clothing that didn’t 
scream “weird guy inside,” 
Robbie and Sandy had left 
the Jeffers’ house and was 
headed over to Holloway 
Park with Sandy.

*   *   *   *   *
Several hundred miles 

away, Janus and the wolf 
stopped briefly to catch 

their breath. Although the 
airport and its buildings 
were completely out of sight, 
neither wanted to waste any 
time in the area.

Neither wanted to be 
locked up by the police 
again, but they also didn’t 
want to return home without 
Sandy either.

“Any idea which way 
we should go from here?” 
Janus asked.

“If he were in the area, 
I’d be able to sniff him out,” 
said the wolf, “And if we 
come across some other 
animals, I can ask them if 
they’ve seen anything, But 
without one way or the other, 
I’m as lost as you are.”

There was a time such an 
announcement would have 
brought sharp, sarcastic 
words from Janus, but now 
he remained silent.

For days now, his only 
companion had been the 
wolf, and although they 
hadn’ t  s p oken  ab ou t 
much of importance, the 
troublesome elf felt closer to 
this furred creature than he’d 
ever felt toward another.

“Maybe we should head 
back north?” Janus said 
after a moment.

Unbeknownst to either the 
wolf or the elf, several miles 
away, in the control tower 
at the airport, several flight 
controllers were gathered 
around a radar screen.

“Any idea what it is?” the 
supervisor asked as he 
peered over the shoulder 
of the man seated in front 
of the screen.

“No idea,” said the seated 
flight controller. The others, 
who had briefly left their 
own screens to peak at that 
of their co-worker, merely 
shook their heads.

“ I ” ve  contac ted  the 
military bases,” one of the 
controllers said, “and they’re 
about to scramble their 
jets.”

“ I t ’s almost l ike ‘ the 
phantom’,” said one of 
them. The others only 
grunted their agreement. 
Being adults, and “sensible-
minded” adults at that, none 
of them wanted to talk about 
the “radar phantom” that 
appeared periodically… on 
Christmas Eve to be exact, 
streaking across radar 
screens across the nation, 
and around the world.

Although this peculiar 
phenomenon had been 
covered in their  f l ight 

controller schools, it wasn’t 
someth ing  they  were 
comfortable discussing, 
and when a memo reached 
them years earlier that 
suggested an investigation 
into the matter indicated it 
was merely a minor glitch in 
their computer software, the 
individual controllers just 
glanced over at each other 
and rolled their eyes.

They new not to say too 
much, and also new of the 
FAA’s official policy that 
any suggestion that related 
the “computer glitch” to a 
rotund, red-coated visitor 
from up north would result in 
an immediate reprimand.

But, now, here it was 
happening in advance of 
Christmas Eve.

“Just keep an eye on it,” 
the supervisor said, “and 
remember that military 
intercept jets may be moving 
into the area.”

Back on the ground, Janus 
and the wolf had covered 
only a short distance headed 
north when the familiar 
tinkling of sleigh bells caught 
their attention. Looking over 
their shoulders, they only 
had a couple of seconds 
before Santa’s sleigh came 
to rest where they’d been 
standing.

Santa Claus gave a deep 
laugh. “Imagine picking 
up hitchhikers so far from 
home, boys,” he said to his 
reindeer.

*   *   *   *   *
Although the sunshine 

of earlier had begun to 
leave the sky, with dusk 
fast approaching, Robbie 
and Sandy arrived back 
at the park suspecting 
nothing out of the ordinary. 
In fact, it wasn’t until they’d 
entered the trees when the 
elf expected to find Elwood 
and his saddle and found 
nothing that Sandy began 
to worry.

The giant snow goose was 
nowhere to be seen, and 
neither was the saddle.

“Elwood!” Sandy called 
out. “Elwood!”

Still nothing.
Walking through the trees 

toward the lake on the other 

side, Sandy continued to call 
for his traveling companion. 
Occasionally, Robbie would 
join in. “Elwood,” he shouted 
a little sheepishly at first.

Still nothing.
In fact, it wasn’t until they 

were standing on the other 
side of the trees that they 
encountered the reason for 
Elwood’s absence. There, 
between the lake and the 
tree line was a great red 
sleigh pulled by a team of 
reindeer.

“Santa’s here,” Sandy 
said. “How…”

If you can imagine the 
expression on Sandy’s 
face at discovering the fast 
moving transportation his 
boss normally reserved for 
Christmas Eve, you might 
guess that it wasn’t anything 
compared to the incredulity 
that covered Robbie’s.

“Santa’s here…” the 
elementary student muttered 
in disbelief as he sat down 
on a small drift of snow.

“Hello, Sandy,” said the 
North Pole’s top citizen as 
he walked into view from the 
other side of the sleigh.

“Santa, what are you 
doing here?” the elf asked. 
A second latter Janus and 
a wolf walked into view from 
the other side of the sleigh 
as well.

“What are all of you doing 
here?” Sandy added.

“We came after you,” 
Santa said. “Who’s your 
friend?”

Sandy glanced over to 
the side, where Robbie sat 
dumbfounded in the snow.

“Uh, this is Robbie,” Sandy 
said. “He’s a ‘nonbeliever’.”

“Was a nonbeliever, I 
suspect,” said Santa as 
he strolled forward, took 
Robbie’s hand and pulled 
him to his feet.

“Hello, Robbie,” Santa 
C l a u s  s a i d ,  “ M e r r y 
Christmas.”

“Merry Christmas to you… 
Santa,” Robbie replied. “Are 
you the real…”

“The real Santa? Yes, I 
am. And you, are you really 
a nonbeliever?”

Robbie’s head seemed

Santa’s Christmas Gift… continued from page 3 FBC blood drive set for Jan. 9
The First Baptist Church of Muleshoe, 220 W. Ave. 

E,  will be hosting a blood drive on Wednesday,  Jan. 
9,  from 3-6:15 p.m. 

Call Donna at 272-5125 to make an appointment 
to donate.

You must be 17 years of old, in good health, and 
have a picture ID to donate.

Continued on page 6
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HOOP IT UP!

MERCURY

MULESHOE
FORD-MERCURY

Plus TT&L, W.A.C.

We Salute These Great Athletes,
Fine Students & Wonderful Young Adults!

Look for new featured players weekly!

‘08 Ford
F-250 Super

Cab
$25,640

Stock #8054

Featured Players of the Week

Natasia DanielColt Ellis

Photos By
Dee Grumbles
& Jody Wood

Due to the early news deadline
for this week, there aren’t
any local sports stories.

Watch for Muleshoe sports action
in next week’s paper.

Safe walking tips offered
After a snow or ice storm, pedestrian traffic increases 

significantly.
Every one is a pedestrian, but tbere are things you can 

do to be a smart pedestrian — especially during tbe winter 
months.

Before you take one step onto that slippery sidewalk, 
consider tbe following safety tips:

• If the sidewalks and walkways are impassable and you 
have to walk in the street, walk against traffic and as close 
to tbe curb as you can.

• Proper gear is a must. Wear a brightly-colored scarf or 
hat, or reflective gear, and don’t forget gloves, and shoes 
or boots with nonslip soles.

• Snow that has accumulated into drifts can muffle the 
sounds of approaching motor vehicles. Wearing hats 
and scarves that cover your ears can also distort or even 
eliminate these sounds. Keep warm, but make sure you 
can hear what’s going on around you.

• If you can, shop before the storm hits! If you have to 
shop, don’t buy more than you can easily carry. Remember, 
the streets may be slippery and carrying heavy packages 
can impair your balance.

• When traveling with babies or smaIl children, make 
sure they are dressed in brightly-colored or reflective 
clothing. If you have to push a stroller or walk in the street, 
the child should be in front of you and as close to tbe curb 
as possible.

• Because of road conditions, motorists may not be 
able to stop at traffic signals or slow down for pedestrians. 
Before you step off of the curb into the street, make sure 
that any approaching vehicles have come to a complete 
stop.

• Bending your knees a little, and taking slower steps 
can greatly reduce your chances of falling. The snow and 
ice can turn familiar territory into an alien landscape for 
pedestrians and motorists.

Continued from page 5
as if it didn’t know if it didn’t 
know whether to nod or 
shake as he stood looking 
up at the large man who had 
just pulled him to his feet. 
“I’m not sure,” he admitted 
truthfully.

“Well, when you figure it 
out, drop me a letter,” said 
Santa.

Robbie slowly, hesitantly 
nodded in agreement.

“Well, Sandy,” said Santa, 
“I hate to meet your friend 
and run off, but we’ve got a 
lot of work left up north.” With 
another smile at Robbie, the 
big man turned and headed 
back toward the sleigh, 
leaving Sandy to say his 
farewells.

“Are you going to ask 
him?” Robbie asked.

“Ask him what?”
“Ask him why he delivers 

his presents at night when 
no one can see him.”

Sandy thought for a 
moment before shaking his 
head.

Santa’s Christmas Gift…
“Then I’ll ask him,” Robbie 

said.
Before Sandy could 

say anything, Robbie had 
already dar ted around 
him and ran after Santa, 
catching up to him as he 
climbed into the sleigh and 
sat down.

“Santa… Santa,”  he 
called up to the man in red 
from the ground at the side 
of the sleigh.

“Yes, can I help you?”
“…Sandy and me were 

wondering why you don’t 
deliver your presents in the 
daylight so people can see 
you and believe in you?”

Santa looked down at 
Robbie, smiled, and said, 
“Because it’s not important 
that they see me. It’s not 
even important that they 
believe in me,” Santa said.

“What is important is that 
they believe in the One who 
gave the greatest gift to 
mankind,” he added.

Puzzled, Robbie asked, 
“What’s that?”

“Why, Jesus the Christ 
child,” Santa said. “Even 
if you can’t believe in me, 
don’t make the mistake of 
not believing in the Son 
of God. Merry Christmas, 
Robbie.”

Then, gathering up his 
reins in one hand, Santa 
shook them, and the reindeer 
leaped into motion.

The last thing Robbie 
saw of the sleigh and its 
occupants was Sandy 
extending his hand outward 
in a quick wave. Robbie 
waved back.

Then, turning back toward 
the trees, Robbie said to 
himself, “Wait until Marge 
hears about this!”

*   *   *   *   *
Some time later, far to 

the north, Santa’s sleigh 
touched down at the North 
Pole. “Well, you’ve had 
your adventures,” Santa 
said, “We’d best get back 
to work.”

The wolf, Elwood, Janus 
and Sandy followed Santa 

off the sleigh while other 
elves began unharnessing 
the reindeer.

On the ground, Janus 
reached out and laid his 
hand against Sandy’s arm.

Sandy looked down at the 
hand and then up at Janus’ 
face.

“I’m sorry. …Do you think 
we can try to be friends?” 
Janus said with a hesitant 
smile.

Surprised, Sandy nodded 
and smiled back.

Then, before either elf 
could pitch in to help with the 
reindeer, the wolf nudged at 
Janus’ side.

When the elf looked 
at him, all the wolf said 
before bounding off into 
the evening snow was, “My 
name’s Snow Shadow.”

The End

The Muleshoe Journal 
hopes you have enjoyed 
ths year’s Christmas serial 
story, and wishes you the 
best in the New Year.

The Lazbuddie robotics 
team won 21st Place BEST 
Team in Lubbock at the 
state competition on Nov. 
30 and Dec. 1.

The team competed 
against 50 other teams, 
placing 44th in the robot 
race.

The BEST competition 
consists of four categories:

• A project summary 
notebook submit ted in 
advance of Texas Best.

• An oral presentation 
in front of judges which 
included a power point 
presentation, an explanation 
of the engineering process, 
commun i t y  ou t reach, 
school involvement, school 
promotion, and school spirit 
involvement.

• A table exhibit and 
interviews.

•  A  s p i r i t  a n d 
sportsmanship review.

L a z b u d d i e ’ s  t e a m 
members include:  Jacob 
Schacher, Chase Timms, 
Brittney Schacher, Chelsee 
Nichols, Rochelle Smith, 
Megan McGuire, Jason 
Davis, Esteban Pacheco, 
Joaquin Campos, Trevor 
Coker, Devlin Thompson, 
Riley Smith, Kayle Jesko, 
K inzi  Schacher,  Kat ie 
Chavez, Lydia Campos, 
James Baca, Dylan Haney, 
Logan Mason, Matthew 
Samarron, Colton Weaver, 
Shelby Martin, Amy Howard, 

Lazbuddie robotics driver team

Lazbuddie robotics presentation team

Lazbuddie robotics 
place at BEST meet

Jessica Howard, Keeley 
Burr is,  Ar thur Gomez, 
Jordan Hernandez, Tasha 
Barnes, and Todd Nichols.

The oral presentation 
team was Brittney Schacher, 
Rochelle Smith, Chelsee 
Nichols, Jason Davis, Chase 
Timms, Jacob Schacher, 
Kayle Jesko, and Colton 
Weaver.  The research 
paper for the engineering 
notebook was written by 
Chelsee Nichols.

Drivers of the robot at 
state were Colton Weaver, 
Matthew Samarron, Todd 
Nichols, Joaquin Campos, 
and Arthur Gomez.

The team is coached 
by Debbie Weir, science 
teacher at Lazbuddie.
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Pioneering free market 
economist Adam Smith 
once said, “The answer to 
the question of free trade is 
easy once it is seen that the 
only reason that has ever 
been offered for protective 
tariffs or a closed market is, 
indeed, protection.”

In just over a decade, 
major developments in U.S. 
trade policy have allowed 
Texas to wield trade, not only 
as an instrument of freedom, 
but one of productivity and 
prosperity for the benefit of 
our citizens.

In the 14 years since the 
passage of NAFTA, we have 
continued to tap international 
trade opportunities between 
the U.S.,  Mexico, and 
Canada that have bolstered 
our state’s and nation’s 
economies.

Markets have opened 
and are leading to economic 
success in many of Texas’ 
major industries.

F r o m  p r o s p e r o u s 
agriculture and technology 
industries, all the way down 
to consumer savings — free 
trade has been good for all 
of Texas. 

Adam Smith also said, 
“Free trade means that 
consumers are able to 
buy goods at the costs 
arranged by the best efforts 
of producers, wherever the 
producers happen to be 
producing.”  We are seeing 
this in Texas.

Because our state has so 
much to offer in exports, we 
have much to gain from free 
trade agreements.

In 2006, Texas exported 
ove r  $15 0  b i l l i o n  i n 
merchandise, including 
chief exports: petroleum 
and coal; computers and 
electronics; and chemical 
a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
machinery. 

Today the products of 
our thriving farms and 
ranches are feeding people 
worldwide.

Texas agriculture exports 
to the world in 2006 brought 
in an estimated $3.8 billion 

Free trade benefits Texas, makes the world safer

in revenue. 
Our state’s exports have 

continued to expand to take 
advantage of other recent 
U.S. Free Trade Agreements 
(FTAs), such as bilateral 
agreements with Chile and 
Singapore.

The U.S. Department of 
Commerce reports that, 
between 2002 and 2006, 
Texas expor ts rose by 
$55.5 billion, or 58 percent, 
representing the largest 
dollar gain of any state.

Te x a s  a l s o  h a s  a 
geographical advantage 
over other states, with our 
seaports well-positioned 
to directly benefit from 
continued expansion of 
global trade.

The economic benefits 
of free trade to Texans 
are not limited to cattle 
ranchers, dairy operators, 
or manufacturers.

The positive impacts of 
free trade on our state’s 
agr i cu l ture  indus t r ies 
translates into financial gains 
for the over 45,000 Texans 
involved in the cultivation, 
processing, storage, and 
transportation of Texas farm 
and ranching products. 

In 2003, jobs associated 
with manufactured goods 
accounted for over five 
percent of all private sector 
jobs in the state.

M o r e  t h a n  2 1, 0 0 0 
c o m p a n i e s  ex p o r t e d 
goods from locations in 
Texas in 2005. And for all 
Texans, a healthy free trade 
system means access to 
a wider range of higher 
quality products at better 
prices, and the security of 
a stimulated economy.

To build on the proven 
benefi ts of free trade, 
Congress is weighing further 
opportunities to expand 
commerce through trade 
agreements, with countries 
like Peru, Colombia, and 
Panama.

An agreement with Peru 
that passed the Senate in 
early December will increase 
the trade of some of our 
most vital exports to the 
country, benefiting Texas 
ranchers, cotton farmers, 
poultry and egg producers, 
and dairy farmers, along with 
manufacturers of petroleum 
and  coa l ,  chemica ls , 
computers and electronics, 
and machinery.

The U.S. should continue 
to seek opportunities to 
open up markets through 
trade agreements with 
countries across the world  
— not only for commerce, 
but for security.

Whi le the economic 
stability of our state and 
national economies is a 
primary objective of FTAs, 
they also serve the broader 
purpose of building and 
improving international 
relationships.

In  a  t ime when the 
dangerous political and 
economic maneuvering of 
dictators like Venezuela’s 
H u g o  C h a v e z  c o u l d 
influence the security of 
U.S. interests, we must 
seek par tnerships with 
nearby countries, like Peru, 
Colombia, and Panama.

Free trade helps these 
countr ies thr ive under 
dynamic economies, which, 
in turn, will contribute to their 
stability.

A vital global economy 
is critical to countering 
the destructive policies 
of menacing regimes and 
protecting the U.S. from the 
security threats they pose.

As Americans, we are 
blessed to live in a society 
where free trade is pursued 
and embraced.

When a Texas cattleman 
brands a calf, or a farmer 
in west Texas gins cotton, 
these workers and their 
products are part of the 
global  commerce that 
strengthens our state and 
nation and keeps the world 
safer for everyone.

Have your advertising
message read by

over 50,000 readers.
The West Texas Country Trader goes into subscriber

copies of these ten Panhandle newspapers each week:

Muleshoe Journal
Canyon News
Olton Enterprise
Idalou Beacon

Morton Tribune
Plainview Daily Herald
Tribune (Lubbock)
Free pickup in Tulia & Hale Center

Every United Supermarket in Amarillo

Your advertisement would be inserted in all ten
newspapers for just $6-$10 per column inch!

Reach New Customers!
Increase Your Visibility!

Grow Your Business!
Get More For Your Money!

Call or Email the Muleshoe Journal today to find out more about
this great advertising opportunity! We can help!

272-4536 or advertising@muleshoejournal.com

By Gov. Rick Perry
State of Texas

As families across Texas 
gather to celebrate Christmas 
and other religious holidays, 
Anita and I send our best 
wishes. 

At this special time of 
year, when those of us 
who celebrate Christmas 
remember God’s gift of his 
son to the world, we can all 
pause to take stock of the 
many blessings we enjoy 
not just as human beings, 
but as Americans and as 
Texans.

I believe our cup overflows 
with blessings here in Texas. 
We are, first and foremost, 
fortunate to live in a free 
society. As Americans, we 
can speak our minds, even 
when we don’t agree. We 
can select our leadership 
with our own vote, and we 
can worship where and 
how we please. Sadly, even 
in this modern age, many 
countries still deny their 
people these freedoms.

Th is  Chr is tmas,  we 
recognize the sacrifice of 
the men and women serving 
overseas in our Armed 
Forces, separated from 
their families as they protect 
these rights and promote 
freedom around the world. 
Many of our troops call 
Texas home and I pray that 
God keeps them safe. To 
those in a remote foreign 
post, know that my family, 
your fellow Texans and 

From the desk of the governor…
the American people are 
praying for you.  

To those public servants 
who serve along and inside 
our Texas borders, thank you 
for keeping us secure year 
round. Protecting us against 
terrorism and violence, 
these men and women are 
also the first to arrive when 
disaster strikes. 

We are all very grateful 
for the abundant rains this 
year that eased the drought 
for our farms and ranches.  
For the first time in memory, 
every major river basin in 
the state is full.

And when floods swelled 
in some of areas of our 
state, our first responders 
and rescue teams’ efforts 
kept many people safe 
and began the rebuilding 
process.

And although this fall the 
Texas coast bore the brunt 
of one hurricane, we dodged 
a much larger one. In both 
cases, our first responders, 
private sector partners and 
volunteers across the state 
were ready to serve. 

There is no doubt that 
Texans work hard and our 
thriving economy not only 
puts food on the family table, 
but gives them the chance 
to chase their dreams. 

Though the U.S. economy 
has cooled a bit, Texas 
still created jobs nearly 
twice as fast as the national 
economy. In fact, we created 
nearly a million net new 

jobs in the past four years. 
With our favorable taxes, 
fair laws and business-
friendly environment, Texas 
is widely regarded as the 
best place to relocate a 
company or start a new one. 
This year almost one third 
of Fortune’s 100 fastest-
growing companies call 
Texas home. And if you ask 
me, there is no better place 
to be or come from.

For here bravery is almost 
a genetic trait in Texans. 
Not only do Texans show 
grit on distant battlefields 
or in the aftermath of a 
storm, but also on a more 
personal level when dealing 
with cancer.

I look forward to the day 
when we will find a cure to 
this dread disease, and I 
believe it will come sooner 
as a result of the cancer 
research approved by 
voters this past November. 

So I am thankful for what 
God has provided for our 
nation and for Texas over 
the last year, and I pray that 
goodness and mercy will 
follow into the next. Anita 
and I hope this holiday 
season will be a time of 
peace and joy for you and 
your family.

May the blessings of the 
season be with you today 
and throughout the new 
year. From our family to 
yours, Merry Christmas, 
Happy New Year, and God 
bless you.

Allie Kerby
Rhett and Kylee Kerby of 

Brownfield announce the 
birth of their daughter, Allie 
“Claire” Kerby.

Allie was born at 1:24 
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 28, 
2007, in Covenant Lakeside 
in Lubbock. She weighed 
seven pounds, 12 ounces, 
and was 21 inches in 
length.

 She has one brother, 
Truett Kerby, 2. 

Allie’s grandparents are 
Leslie and Susan Kerby of 
Muleshoe, and Bobby and 
Alycia Ward of Levelland.

Allie “ClAire” Kerby

Jo Beth Gilleland, the daughter of Amy and Gary 
Gilleland, was honored at a bridal shower on Sunday, Dec. 
16, at the home of Debbi Hutto.

The prospective bride is engaged to Colin Drake, the 
son of the Rev. Leslie Drake and Dr. Nollaig Whyte.

Hostesses for the event included Carol Cox, Diana 
Harrison, Hollye Hooten, Liz Tipps, Debbi Hutto, Jo jinks, 
Jan King, Kay Lepard, Cindy Purdy Lindy Schuster and 
Lenda Trussell.

Among the gifts she received was a creamer, pottery 
and sugar pieces, and shipping expenses of the gifts to 
England.

Among the guests in attendance were: Amy Gilleland 
of Elgin, Okla.; Julie Hatfield and Landry Hatfield, both 
of Keller; Jaclyn Gilleland of College Station; and Bettye 
Wallace, Jana Goss, and Miranda and Tatum Goss, all 
of Canyon.

Jo beth GillelAnd

Gilleland, Drake shower held

Nursing home volunteer training offered 
South Plains Association of Governments’ Area Agency 

on Aging will hold an orientation on Friday, Jan. 11, for 
nursing home volunteer advocates. The special session 
will be trom 1:30-4:30 p.m. at 1323 58th St., Lubbock.

Special training sessions will be scheduled in 
communities throughout the next year. Call the Area 
Agency on Aging at 687-0940 or 1-888-418-6564 to pre-
register or to receive more information.



Page 8, Muleshoe Journal, December 27, 2007 - www.muleshoejournal.com

“Your One Stop Shop” for Oil Changes, Car Washes & Detail, U-Haul
Rental, Boxes, Drinks & Snacks!

NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!NOW DOING CERTIFIED STATE INSPECTIONS!

ADVANCED LUBE
& CAR WASH

502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe502 N. 1st, Muleshoe
OPEN AT 8:30 AM

Need an affordable oil change or detail car wash?
We pick up and deliver free of charge within the

city limits! Call 272-5842 for service!

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

Advertise in 
this space 
for $9-$1.25 
per week!

Call Leah 
or Tanya for 

details!
272-4536

1105

The Fair Store
120 Main      272-3500
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Deadline is Monday
at 5 PM to place a

Classified ad.
Call 272-4536.CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

SALES PEOPLE
NEEDED! Guaran-
teed salary plus com-
mission, paid vaca-
tion, no experience
necessary. Bilingual
a plus. Apply in per-
son at Big Valley Auto
of Muleshoe, 1112 W.
American Blvd. or
call 272-7777.tfn8-16

Experienced cook
needed at La-Tea-Da
Tues.-Sat., 8:30-2:30.
Must know how to
cook tea-room type
food. Looking for a
permanent employee.
Applications will be
thoroughly verified.
Please come by after
2:00 Tues.-Sat. for ap-
plication, 104 E.
American Blvd. No
phone calls
please.tfnch11-15

228 Main Street, Muleshoe, Texas
www.byrdrealestate.net

Ronald Byrd
Licensed Broker

Crista Bass
Sales Associate

AK Ranch - 1425 acres, 35 miles SW of Muleshoe, 35 miles
SE of Farwell. Located on Highway 1731. Has beautiful 3
bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage home and 40x60 metal barn. 6
pastures, 4 domestic wells and a 20 acre pond. Excellent wild-
life hunting deer, quail, ducks, geese and dove. Very scenic
property. Call for more details!!!!!
Country Home on Highway - Nice 3 bedroom, 1-3/4 bath
home, central air & heat, built-ins, enclosed sunroom, utility,
2 car garage, 40x80 Quonset barn, all on 5 acres, priced to
sell!!
New Listing - Approx. 2100 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 1 bath home,
large family room with fireplace, livingroom, utility, new car-
pet, carport, storage buildings, fenced back yard, priced to
sell!!
Price Reduced - Cute remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath home,
Cent. A&H, fireplace, 1 bedroom upstairs, deck, pond, sprin-
kler system, storage building, apartment or office building in
back. This home will not last long, call today!
NEW LOWER PRICE - Nice 3 bedroom, 1-3/4 bath brick
home, large utility, fireplace, sunroom, built-ins, Cent. A&H,
sprinkler system, 2 car garage, fenced back yard, all on cor-
ner lot.
Spacious - 4 bedroom, 3 bath brick home, built-ins, refrig.
air/central heat, 2 living areas, utility room, sunroom, built-in
grill, fireplace, dining room, sprinkler system, fenced back yard,
2 car garage. Plus more!

WE NEED HOUSE LISTINGS!!
New Listing - 160 acres on highway includes very nice 3
bedroom, 2 bath brick home. Refrigerated air and central heat,
built-ins, fireplace, large utility and 2 car garage. Has circular
sprinkler, 2 wells, 70’x100’ hay barn, 24’x25’ storage building
and more.
Just Listed - 318 acres NE of Lazbuddie, 2 electric circular
sprinklers, 4 submersible wells. Very productive farm.
Just Listed - 320 acres NE of Lazbuddie. 2 electric circular
sprinklers, 4 submersible wells, domestic well, 2 large metal
barns.
708 Acres South of Muleshoe - 5 - 8” irrigation wells, 4 cir-
cular sprinklers. Excellent for peanuts, potato crops, dairy
permitted. Highway frontage. Call for details.

WE NEED FARM LISTINGS!!
Office:                    Toll Free:

(806) 272-5380       1-888-999-3846

SOLD
SOLD

FARRAR & ASSOCIATES
806-894-7099

• Irrigated farms — Spade, Earth, Levelland, Plainview.
• Levelland — 3 nice brick homes for horses w/arena.
• Lubbock — 5A tracts (one well), also 107A tract.

• 3BR-1BA-1GA, 309 Worth Street, Sudan. Home with
app. 1284 sq. ft. living area sits on double lot w/separate
detached 2 car garage/workshop. Nice house with lots
of potential. $34,500.

Monty Edwards, Agent
(806) 786-5426

SOLD

316 Main Street • Muleshoe, Texas
Office: 806-272-3100       Home: 806-965-2468

Website: www.vicoland.com

• Lamb County - 708 acres north of Littlefield. 4 Center
pivot sprinklers, 8 wells. Very good water. County road
all the way around section. Good Allotments & direct
payment.
• Lamb County - NW of Earth. 933 acres, 6 sprinklers,
12 wells. Exceptionally clean, well manicured farm all
in one tract. Good direct payment.
• Parmer County - NE of Bovina. 596 acres with brick
home. One center pivot with 450 g.p.m. well. 100
additional acres of cultivation and improved grass. Three
bedroom, 3 bath brick home with fireplace. 40’x100’ barn
with 20’ shed & pens.
• Bailey County - 160 acres non-irrigated in southwest
part of Bailey County near state line. 150 acres in
cultivation. Good direct payment. Good wildlife area.
• Parmer County - 480 acres northeast of Farwell on
FM 3333. 3 sprinklers, 3 wells, good direct payment.
• Great Hunting - Mule Deer, Quail, Dove, Pheasant.
1256 acres in Lamb County. 580 acres irrigated with
center pivot sprinklers. 13 wells. 530 acres of CRP. A
lot of depreciable assets and good cash flow.
• Lamb County - Northwest of Littlefield. 5 labors, 5
pivots, good allotment. Growing alfalfa and wheat for
hay. A lot of depreciable assets.
• Lamb/Castro County Line - 316 acres north of Earth,
2 central pivots, 4 wells. Very productive.
• Castro and Lamb Counties - 637 acres in 3 tracts in
Dodd area. Some pavement. 4 sprinklers, 5 wells. Very
good direct payment. A clean, well groomed farm.

•••••• RURAL RESIDENTIAL ••••••
• Lamb County - Pleasant Valley Area - Recently
refurbished 3 bedroom, 2 bath brick home on 6 acres.
Large barn. On pavement.
• Lazbuddie Area - 3 bedroom, 2 bath on 4.75 acres.
Pavement. Various outbuildings & pens.
• Lamb County - Earth - Beautiful, red brick home. 4
bedrooms, 3 baths, 4 park garage, lots of storage,
fenced back yard, sprinkler system, $130,000. Too nice
to pass up.

SOLD

SOLDBailey County, South of Muleshoe — Beautiful 3 bed-
room, 2 bath brick home with fireplace, sunroom, barn and
outbuildings on 10 acres. Excellent condition. $135,000.

Visit our website for all listings at
www.streetsrealestate.com
Sellers and Buyers • Farm • Ranch • CRP

Hunting • Rural Properties
STREET REAL ESTATE • PLAINVIEW, TX

JOHNNY STREET • 806-847-7400

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE

HOME DAILY

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

RUAN

DRIVER

Food Grade Tank
*Medical, Dental, Vision

* Excellent 401k plan
* Paid Holidays and Vacation
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4747 S. Loop 289, Suite 110
Lubbock, TX 79424
Cell: (806) 239-5139

Office: (806) 771-7710

Beautiful Homes:
4 bed / 4.5 bath / 2 garage — $299,000
Enjoy country living in this beautifully updated 4400
sq/ft home sitting on 6 acres. The home features an
isolated master bedroom with a jetted bath tub, great
open family room with vaulted ceilings, hard wood
floors/carpeted bedrooms, an office, and beautiful
entertaining pool. The gourmet kitchen features a
custom cast stone vent, 2 kitchen sinks, custom
cabinetry, and stainless steel appliances.
3 bed / 3 bath / 2 garage — $130,000
This is a very well maintained country home with
many updates and additions. One completely
remodeled bathroom, a large master bath, three hot
water heaters, a beautiful 40 X 12 redwood deck
with hot tub and an above ground swimming pool.
Close to school and about 15 miles from Muleshoe.

Irrigated Farms:
1149.15 Acres with a Dairy Permit — $2,415,000
Beautiful productive farmland operated by the same
farmer for many years. The farm has great
water. Dairy permit for 3308 head.
1120 Acres with a Dairy Permit — $2,800,000
10 Wells!  2 beautiful homes! This farm is well cared
for and a playa lake takes some of the east half
section but it lies well for a dairy.  A 4000 head dairy
permit is in place and according to the permitting
office, could easily be increased for additional cows.
186 Acres in Parmer County — $390,600
8 tower sprinkler packaged for 900 gallons per
minute. 1 well with turbine pump and 75 horse power
electric motor. 1: 4 inch 30 horse power submersible.
473 Acres and 3/2/2 Home — $1,005,000
Three separate quarter sections all with newer
Reinke seven tower sprinklers and equipped with
LEPA nozzle. One sprinkler has a 450 gallons per
minute package, one is packaged for 550 gpm, and
one is packaged for 650 gpm. We have bases and
yield information. House on property is a beautiful
well maintained 3/2/2 with lots space and storage.

Great Commercial Property:
311 W. American Blvd. — $150,000
An established business that carries everything for
your farm animals needs. Currently, this business
carries hay, Hi-Pro feed for large and small animals
and a wide variety of animal care essentials. It is
located in an area surrounded by feed yards, dairies
and farmsteads.
623 W. American Blvd. — $250,000
A thriving business in a progressive rural city. The
business currently includes tree and plant sales,
landscaping projects of all sizes, yard sprinkler
planning and installation, and yard and tree spraying.
Also included are approximately 700 growing trees
on five acres south of Muleshoe that will be
maintained by the current owners for five years. The
land does not convey. Great opportunity.
1202 W. American Blvd. — $90,000
Prime location off main thru way. The surrounding
retail businesses include McDonalds, Ford
Dealership, various restaurants and retailers. A
definite high traffic, visible area.

Support Medical of
Muleshoe is looking
for a FT customer ser-
vice rep. Some medi-
cal experience/back-
ground preferred but
not required. Must
have basic computer
skills. 40 hrs./week,
health insurance pro-
vided. Apply at 103 S.
Main, Muleshoe.tfnch12-20

SPRINGLAKE, TEXAS - 3 bdrm., 3 bath, basement, brick with metal
room, 3,581 sq. ft. +-, family room with fireplace, large game room
with fireplace, formal living room, dining room, kitchen, utility, lots of
storage, double garage, central heat/air.
EARTH, TX - 2 bdrm., 1-3/4 bath, brick, 1,800 sq. ft. +-, family room,
dining room, kitchen, utility, single garage, central heat/air, updated
nicely.
iN THE COUNTRY - Lazbuddie School District - 3 bdrm., 2 bath
brick home on 6+ acres, family room with fireplace, dining room,
kitchen, utility, lots of storage, central heat/air, nice metal barn, horse
barn and corral with pipe-rail fence.
LAMB COUNTY GRAIN FACILITY - Elevator with 2 boot pits, office,
scale, warehouse with load dock, over 1.5 million lbs. of upright stor-
age, cleaner and dryer, pavement.
COCHRAN/YOAKUM CO, TX - 2400 acres including 625 acres
expiring CRP. Good area to develop irrigation.
PARMER CO. - 960 acres, good dairy location or irrigated farm.
PARMER CO. - Exceptional two-story country home south of Far-
well situated on 11.411 surveyed acres. 4 bdrms, 3 1/2 baths, two car
garage, lots of storage/closet space, central heat, 81/2 ft. ceilings.
You will not believe the hardwood floors in this home!!
CASTRO/HALE CO. — Choice section, strong water, 1/2 mile sprin-
kler & irr. wells, pavement.
LAMB CO. — 480 acres full dev., pvmt. and quarter divided by Hwy.
70.
CHECK OUR WEBSITE for data and pictures of many farms, ranches,
feedyards, dairies and choice dairy locations with permits and acreages
with homes

www.scottlandcompany.com
Ben G. Scott — Broker 800/933-9698 day/eve

Lamb Healthcare
Center is seeking a full
time night RN Charge
Nurse. Call 806-385-
6411, ext. 214 for more
information or pick up
an application at 1500
S. Sunset,
Littlefield.3ch12-20

CHECK OUR LISTING INFO., PHOTOS, ETC. ON- LINE AT WWW.NIEMANREALTY.COM
HAVE BUYERS! NEED HOME AND LAND LISTINGS!!

• FORMER RICHLAND HILLS TEXACO - 1414’ Bldg. + 1080’
canopy + 16,530’ asphalt paving!!

FARMS
• CLAY’S CORNER - 320 acres, 2 wells, 2 circle sprinklers,
3 bedroom 2 bath, 2 carport home!!
• 70 acre tract close to town, has irrig. well (not used in several
years)!! $450 Per acre!!
• 158.5 acres at edge of town S/Hwy. 214, 2-4” wells,
Lockwood circle!! PRICED TO SELL!!

RURAL
• EARTH - VERY NICE 3-3 w/2 car detached garage/
workshop on 1.158 acres on Hwy. 70. Cent. A&H, built-ins,
FP, island cooktop, gameroom. Approx. 3206’ lv. area,
pergola, nicely landscaped, stor. bldg., pecan trees!! MORE!!
$129,900!!
• PROGRESS/LARIAT AREA - 3 bdrm. & den or 4 bdrm., 2
bath, Cent. A&H, built-ins, approx. 2270’ lv. area on 7 acres,
corrals, MORE!!
• Nice 3-2 Home at edge of town on .8 acres tract, Cent.
A&H, built-ins, FP, efficiency apt. or guest cotttage, horse
barn & corral!! $119,900!!
•   3 bdrm., 2 bath home on 30 acres, 24’ x 36’ workshop, 13’
x 36’ storage, domestic well, irrig. well!!! MORE!! $75K!!
• NICE 4.8 acre homesites, close to town, deed restricted!!
$17,500!!
• NICE 3-2-5 carport Home on 2 acres, Cent. heat, Cent.
evap. air, built-ins, fireplace, fans, utility, cellar, large shop,
stor. bldg., MORE!! $129,500!!
• SUDAN - VERY NICE 2-1-1 carport Brick Home, elec.
baseboard heat, window evap. air, fans, large utility, approx.
1220’ lv. area, cov. patio, 3 car detached carport with storage,
corner lot!! $32,500!!
• CLAY’S CORNER — VERY NICE 3-2.75-2 HOME on 5
acre tract, Cent. A&H (Elec. Heat Pump), built-ins, FP, 1100
sq. ft. new in 2005 plus additional updating w/carpet, tile,
paint, fenced yd., cov. patio, 600’ workshop/storage Bldg.!!
Numerous other amenities!! $189,500!!
• PROGRESS - NICE 3-2 Mobile Home on 1.24 acres,
approx. 1876 sq. ft., Cent. A&H, built-ins, FP, 5 fans, 2 carport,
1250’ Metal shop, 160’, 480’, & 96’ stor. bldgs., domestic
well, fenced yd.!! MORE!! PRICE REDUCED $69K!!!
•3-2 BRICK HOME on 7 acres, W. Hwy. 84, built-ins, office,
geothermal heat pump, whirlpool tub, basement, paved circle
drive & conc. parking!! MORE!! PRICE REDUCED $125!!

RICHLAND HILLS - PARKRIDGE - HIGHLAND
• 3-2-1  Home, corner lot, Cent. A&H, built-ins, storm windows
& doors, fenced yd., workshop/storage. $47,500!!
• 2 NICELY REMODELED DUPLEX UNITS & 1 NEW Duplex
unit!! PRICED TO SELL!!
• NEW 3-2-2 Brick Home, Cent. A&H, built-ins, FP, spklr. sys.,
fenced yd.!!
• BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM BUILT 3-2-2 Brick Home, built-ins,
FP, isolated master, safe rm., patio, nicely landscaped, spklr.
sys., fenced yd.!!
• NICELY REMODELED 3-2-2 Brick, new Cent. A&H, built-
ins, FP, 3125’ lv. area, spklr. sys., fenced yd., MORE!!
• VERY NICE 3-2-2 Brick, Cent. A&H, built-ins, fireplace, utility,
new paint, carpet, tile, atrium doors, blinds, 7 fans, cov. patio,
stor. bldg., fenced yd.!! MORE!! $145,000!!
• VERY NICE 3-2.5-2 Brick Home, Dual Fuel Heat Pump,
built-ins, FP, basement, cent. vac. & humidifier systems, auto.
spklr., workshop/storage, fenced yd., corner lot!! $169,500!!

HIGH SCHOOL AREA
• Very NICE 2-1-2 brick, Cent. A&H, built-ins, new paint,
carpet, wood laminate, kitchen & bath countertops, fenced
yd.!!! MUCH MORE!! $85K!!
• NICE 3-2 1/2-1 Home, Cent. Elec. Heat Pump, built-ins,
fenced yd.!! $65K!!

COMMERCIAL
• ANA’S BEAUTY SHOP — Approx. 1120” bldg., with or
without furniture & fixtures!! PRICE REDUCED!!
• 3 office units on 40.6’ x 140’ lot across from courthouse!!
$33,000!!
• VERY NICE CHURCH BLDG. WITH PARSONAGE - MAY
BE SOLD SEPARATE!! Price Reduced!!
• GOOD INCOME PROPERTY-LONG TERM LEASE-
Approx. 8,075’ office bldg. w/ approx. 20,000’ paved parking
area!! PRICE REDUCED $350K.
• NICELY REMODELED - 800 sq. ft. Bldg. , Cent A&H,
updated electrical & plumbing. PRICE REDUCED $39.5K
• 4.2 acre tract at edge of town, 40' x 60' metal insulated
bldg., 2 other sheetiron bldgs., chainlink fenced area,
numerous uses!! $59K!!
• Approx. 1274’  Building, 75 ‘ x 140’ lot, U.S. Hwy. 84!!
$39.5K!!
• 100’ x 140’ tract, corner lot on Hwy. 84, 1760’ Bldg., 1076’
Bldg., 308’ storage, & 2-56’ x 22’ metal canopies w/paved
area!! $49.5K!!

116 E. Ave. C • George Nieman, Broker • 272-5285 or 272-5286

Nieman Realty

IN CONTRACT

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS & WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

HOSPITAL COOK
Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital is
seeking candidates
for a full time Cook.
Prefer 2+ years expe-
rience in reading in-
dividual menus relat-
ing to meal prepara-
tion. Experience in
healthcare or similar
environment pre-
ferred. Competitive
wage and benefit
package. To sched-
ule an interview,
please stop by for an
application or send
resume to: PCCH-
Human Resources,
1307 N. Cleveland,
Friona, TX
79035.2ch12-27

RN & LVN
POSITIONS OPEN

Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital is
seeking candidates
for the positions of
LVN and/or Regis-
tered Nurse/Charge
Nurse. Positions are
full time and requires
excellent verbal
skills, basic computer
knowledge and skills,
phone skills and abil-
ity to professionally
interact with the
medical staff and
public. Prior Charge
Nurse experience
preferred for RN po-
sition. Must be able
to work all shifts. Mail
resume to, or stop by
for application:
Parmer County Com-
munity Hospital, Hu-
man Resources,
1307 Cleveland,
Friona, TX
79035.2ch12-27

SECURITY
OFFICERS

$7.50/HR
Full/Part Time

Friona, Texas Area
Vacation/401K
Stock Options/

Uniform
No criminal record/
Pre-drug screening.

Apply at Security Of-
ficer/Cargill Meat Solu-
tions, 1530 West High-
way 60, Friona. 806-
295-8357. EOE/M/F/D/
V.2ch12-27

Help wanted - All ar-
eas of work at local
feedyard. Good pay
and benefits. Will
train if necessary. Call
806-946-8668 days
or 806-946-3334
nights.2ch12-27

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Part time certified oc-
cupational therapy
assistant needed.
$28/hr. and up de-
pending on experi-
ence. Runningwater
Draw Care Center,
Olton, Texas. 806-
285-2677.2chcall12-27

Full/part time physical
therapy assistant
needed. $30/hr. and
up depending on ex-
perience. Benefits
a v a i l a b l e .
Runningwater Draw
Care Center, Olton,
Texas. 806-285-
2677.2chcall12-27

Rex Lowery
Painting

Painting in the Muleshoe
area over 40 years!

FREE ESTIMATES

Cell:
789-9142

MISCELLANEOUS

FOR RENT

3 bedroom, 1-3/4
bath brick home.
Single car garage,
fenced back yard. For
more info, call 806-
481-3846.tfnch11-22

516 W. Ave. E. 2BDRM/
1BA, no appliances.
Newly painted inside.
$420/mo., $375 depo.
plus first mo. rent. 210-
867-8911.tfnch10-25

HOUSE FOR SALE
BY OWNER

FOR SALE

3/2/2 Brick home,
built-ins, lg. enclosed
patio, sprinkler sys.,
fenced yd., lg. metal
building, close to
Dillman school. 806-
655-2563.tfnch12-13

1,200 sq. ft. brick
home, central refrig-
erated air, single car
garage, 2BDRM/
1BA. Call 806-272-
4388.4ch12-13

7 yr. old grade Quar-
ter horse gelding.
Neck reins, works
pens and gates.
Ropes wheat pasture
cattle. $1,200.

Call 272-5852
after 5:00 P.M.

Extra nice 2006
Fleetwood Mobile
Home - 16’ x 80’ - 3
BR/2 Bath, master
bath - walk in shower
and tub, nice porch,
Energy Saving Heat
Pump. Must be
moved from current
location. Call 806-
825-2782.4ch12-20

DINING room table &
chairs. Traditional
victorian style, $225.
Used once. 806-549-
3110.1ch12-27

SACRIFICE COM-
PLETE dark finish 5-
pc. bedroom set and
comforter. $495. 806-
549-3110.2ch12-6,12-27

ULTRASUEDE pillow
plush sofa & loveseat,
slightly used, can take
$545. 806-549-
3110.2ch12-6,12-27

Dinette set & 4 chairs,
solid light wood.
Boxed, bring truck,
$149. 806-549-
3110.2ch12-6,12-27

NEW WAY TO BUY
MATTRESS & FUR-
NITURE, CHEAPER,
FASTER, BETTER.
806-438-0081.2ch12-13,12-

27

CHERRY 4-POSTER
Victorian bedrm. set,
bed, dresser/mirror,
nitestand, still boxed.
Worth $2795, sell
$990. 806-549-
3110.1ch12-27

CUDDLER RE-
CLINER & 1/2, huge,
brand new,
microfiber, warranty-
compare to Lane
$799. Sell $499. 806-
549-3110.1ch2-27

BRAND NEW queen
pillowtop mattress set
with warranty, can
del., $150. 806-549-
3110.1ch2-27

BRAND NAME new
full or twin mattress
set, $100. All new.
Can del. 806-549-
3110.1ch2-27

ZERO ACHES, NEW
Visco memory foam,
no motion. Can del.,
$499. 806-549-
3110.1ch2-27

AIR NUMBER bed,
dual control, pick your
number, NEW $899.
806-549-3110.1ch2-27

WROUGHT IRON
canopy bed & rails.
Still boxed. Sell $179.
Can del. 806-549-
3110.1ch2-27

Cal. King-KING
pillowtop mattress set,
slightly used. Sacrifice
$275. Can del. 806-
549-3110.1ch2-27

HELP WANTED

OFFICE SPACE
FOR RENT - 302 W.
2nd Street, Mule-
shoe. Perfect for one
or two-man opera-
tion. $200/mo., utili-
ties paid. Share
space w/Muleshoe
Journal. References
required. Call 272-
4536 for details or
come by to see, M-F
8 AM to 5 PM.tfnnoch10-18

ADVERTISE!
272-4536

Our classified
section appears
in its entirety on
the Muleshoe

Journal website at
www.muleshoe

journal.com.

Coming Soon!

Make your handyman lists now!

HANDY ANDY
“All Phases of Home Repair”

• Fences   • Decks   • Gates   • Steps
• Brick Work   • Plumbing   • Painting

• Window Installation   • Window Cleaning
  • Gutters   • Flooring   • Rotting Wood

• Sub-Floors   • Cabinets
• Refurbish Hardwood Floors   • Concrete

• Electrical   • Ceiling Fan Installation
NO JOB TOO LARGE OR SMALL!

“If you want it done right, then call me. I do nothing

but quality work & I’ll get it done today!”

Free Estimates — Satisfaction Guaranteed

Cell: 946-7422
After 5 PM: 925-6614
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Mule on the move

New York City has its “Lady Liberty,” Egypt has its 
“Sphinx,” and the ancient city of Rhodes had its “Colossus,” 
all great statues that have stood watching over them, silent 
and impressive, and here in Muleshoe stands the greatest 
of them all, Ol’ Pete, the mule.”

However, recent visitors to the Muleshoe Chamber of 
Commerce & Agriculture may have noticed that the most 
widely traveled mule statue in the Lone Star State has 
been absent from his perch. Where is he?

Well, the truth is that just as have the statues that hold 
second, third and fourth place, “Ol Pete” was in need of 
some repairs, so with the help of a few stalwart citizens, 
the Mule that made the trip to Washington, D.C., a few 
years ago was transported to Shipman’s Body Shop for 
some long overdue repairs.

Back in January 2001, “Ol’ Pete” made a long road trip 
to attend Pres. George W. Bush’s inauguration. He not only 
attended the Black Tie & Boots Ball, but he represented 
a part of Texas along with  “Bevo from the University of 
Texas” in the Celebration Parade. 

However, this past April, “Ol’ Pete”  was doing his best 
in representing the Muleshoe community when he was 
vandalized with eggs. Unfortunately, this wasn’t noticed 
soon enough and after the hot summer months, his coat 
had deteriorated terribly.

On Friday, Nov. 14, members of the chamber board, 
along with volunteers from Bailey County Electric Coop., 
loaded “Ol’ Pete” up and took him to Shipman’s for repairs. 
He’s expected to be back in place watching over Muleshoe 
in the near future.

Larry Puckett of Leo’s Blacksmith helps take Pete down.

Chamber board president Tadd Young watches as 
volunteers Larry Puckett, and Bailey Co. Electric employes 
John Kelly, Cody Morris, John Villalobos and Joel Sinclair 

take Pete off the platform.Where’s Pete?
of dialysis patients are 
also diabetics, and said it 
was a disease that affects 
more than just the patient 
because family members 
or caregivers are usually 
needed to transport the 
w e a k e n e d  p a t i e n t s 
home from the place of 
treatment.

When the unit is up and 
running toward the end of the 
first quarter of 2008, it was 
noted area patients will have 
to travel significantly shorter 
distances for treatment. In 
fact, Sandlin pointed out that 
the transport of residents at 
Park View will drop from 72 
miles to about 200 feet.

“When we have the only 
nursing home in the state 
with a dialysis unit it would be 
a big marketing opportunity 
for us,” Sandlin said at the 
Nov. 27 meeting.

As part of the agreement 
with the hospital district, 
AccessCare will pay the 

Dialysis unit… Continued from page 1
insta l lat ion expenses, 
opera t ing  c os ts ,  and 
medical insurance for the 
dialysis unit. But the nursing 
home retains the right to use 
the rooms adjacent to the 
unit for establishment of a 
special wound care unit at 
a later date.

The period of time covered 
by the contract is seven 
years, with a one year non-
compete on the part of the 
hospital district should the 
contract be terminated.

The contract also called 
for the unit to be called the 
Park View Dialysis Center, 
and will include a memorial 
to individuals who have 
previously succumbed to 
renal disease.

Continued from page 1
Prior to moving their 

business to 109 E. Ave. B, 
in Muleshoe, the business, 
J&J Christian Bookstore, 
was apparently located in 
the Clovis, N.M. area.

J&J Christian…

Continued from page 1
home for another seven 
years.

The hospital district’s 
current debt service is about 
$555,000, SSS1 said, who 
also said CFR thinks it can 
accomplish everything the 
district needs done, without 
raising taxes, and still save 
about $145,000 per year.

Specifically, MAHD board 
member Wayne Pierson 
pointed out that it would free 
up about $145,000 in the 
district’s cash flow. 

“What you bring to the 
board is an education as 
to what our options are,” 
Pierson said prior to his 
motion, seconded by board 
member Bob Donaldson, to 
approve the contract with 
CFR.

MAHD board discussesfinances…
“We know we can make it 

happen for you,” SSS1 said, 
adding that CFR wouldn’t 
receive any payment until 
the funding is done.

In other business, the 
MAHD board:

• Approved a contract with 
Que Financial Management 
to handle the hospital’s billing 
for “self pay” customers, 
which “takes a lot of staff 
time to follow up on the 
accounts.

Mason explained that 
the action would “free up” 
the hospital’s staff, allowing 
it to focus on Medicare, 
medicaid and insurance 
company payments.

“We all feel this would 
be a great benefit to our 
hospital,” Mason said.

“It’s like adding another 

Newspaper policies
EDITORIALS are the opinion of the newspaper. They are 
written by staff members of the Muleshoe Journal. They are 
not signed because they express the position of the publisher, 
owners and the newspaper staff.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are written by readers of the news-
paper. They are brief expressions of opinion, most concerning 
issues of local interest. Letters must be legible. They may be 
edited for content, length and space, or number of endorse-
ments. All letters must be signed by the writer and must include 
a daytime telephone number for verification. Third party and 
unsigned letters will not be published.

COLUMNS are the personal opinion of the writer whose byline 
appears. Columns from readers should address an issue of 
local concern and general interest. Columns may be edited 
for content, length and space.

Letters to the Editor and Columns can be sent to:
Editor - Muleshoe Journal

P.O. Box 449, Muleshoe, Texas 79347
FAX 806.272.3567 or e-mail editor@muleshoejournal.com

staff,” Sharon Novak, the 
hospital district ’s chief 
financial officer, said.

•  Approved sending 
$47,258 in past due accounts 
to Retail Merchants of 
Lubbock for collection. 
Novak also commended 
MAMC employee Missy 
Royal and Retail Merchants 
for the work they’ve done 
to recover funds on the 
h o s p i t a l ’ s  p a s t  d u e 
accounts.

“Listen, my son, to your 
father’s instruction and do 
not forsake your mother’s 
teaching.They will be a 
garland to grace your 
head and a chain to adorn 
your neck.…”

Proverbs 1:8-9, NIV

Buzzed driving is drunk driving
Submitted by Mandi Seaton, Bailey CEA-FCS

The holiday season can be one of the deadliest and most 
dangerous times of the year due to an increase in impaired 
driving.  In December of 2006, 1,076 people were killed in traffic 
crashes that involved at least one driver or motorcyclists with 
a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher.  

That’s why Texas Cooperative Extension, Bailey County is 
joining with National, State and local highway safety officials 
to remind everyone who will be celebrating during the Holidays 
that Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving and to never forget to plan 
a safe way home before the festivities begin.

The consumption of alcohol, drugs and driving don’t mix. 
If you’ve had way too many or just one too many, it’s not 
worth the risk of killing yourself or someone else.  Don’t ever 
get behind the wheel of a vehicle when you are impaired, 
states Bev Kellner, Texas Cooperative Extension Specialist, 
Passenger Safety.

   Following these easy steps, a driver can enjoy a safe and 
festive holiday without jeopardizing their life and the lives of 
the others who may be on the road: 

• Plan a safe way home before the festivities begin;
• Before drinking,  please designate a sober driver and give 

that person your keys;
• If you’re impaired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family 

member, or use public transportation so you are sure to get 
home safely

• Use your community’s Sober Rides program;
• If you happen to see a drunk driver on the road, don’t 

hesitate to contact your local law enforcement;
• And remember, if you know someone who is about to drive 

or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other 
arrangements to get to where they are going safely.

Saving lives on our roads is a top priority and we need 
everyone’s help to do it. This holiday season; don’t let your year 
end in an arrest — or even worse, death. Make smart decisions. 
Plan ahead, so you can assure a safe way home.

Whether you’ve had way too many or just one too many, it’s 
not worth the risk.

For more information, please visit www.StopImpairedDriving.
org. or Mandi Seaton, Texas Cooperative Extension Agent – 
Family and Consumer Sciences, 806-272-4583.
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