
* * *  The Rural Health Clinic, Clinic B, will be closed on Saturday, December 2,2017. ***

Affordable Care Act (ACA) Open Enrollment
Do you have the required healthcare coverage under the Affordable Care Act?
If no, did you know there is a penalty? See article on page 3 for details on ACA open enrollment.
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TxDOT Recommends Interstate 27 Extension Feasibility Study
Rekindled Interest in Ports-to-Plains Trade Corridor Coincides with Uptick in Nation's Economic Forecast

Efforts to extend Interstate 
27 received a significant boost 
as the Texas Transportation 
Commission approved a plan 
that recommends feasibility 
study for extending 1-27 from 
Lubbock to Laredo at their 
November 16 meeting.

“It is rewarding to see 
TxDOT recognize how impor
tant the Ports-to-Plains Cor
ridor is to the state. This is the 
result of years of hard work 
from several dedicated people. 
We also recognize that there 
is still more to be done and we 
look forward to working with 
TxDOT to make sure they 
have the resources necessary 
to fully implement this plan,” 
Ports-to-Plains Chairman 
John N. Bertsch said.

The Texas Freight Mobil
ity Plan 2017 lists 1-27 from 
Lubbock to Laredo as a 
Strategic Freight Project. 
The plan defined Strategic 
Freight and Initiative recom
mendations as “significant 
investments that will shape 
the state’s future freight 
transportation demands 
as well as address current 
unmet needs. Some strategic 
projects rise to a higher 
level due to the potential 
impact they have on state
wide freight movements and 
economic competitiveness. 
The Texas Freight Advisory 
Committee played a key role 
in identifying priority stra
tegic projects and initiatives 
based on current and future

“I am  pleased the Texas 
T ra n sp o rta tio n  Com
m is s io n  re c o g n iz e d  
th e  im portance of th e  
Ports-to-Plains corridor 
and the extension of 1-27 
in  th e ir F reight Mobil
ity  P lan.”

— state Representative 
Jodey Arrington 

R-Lubbock

freight volumes, trends and 
economic opportunities.” 

The Texas Freight 
Mobility Plan states, “The 
Ports-to-Plains (1-27) corridor 
from Laredo to Denver was

designated as a high-priority 
corridor on the National 
Highway System in 1998, 
and in 2015, a TxDOT initial 
assessment report on the 1-27 
corridor found it to be criti
cal to linking the energy and 
agricultural sectors to state, 
national and international 
trade. The 1-27 extension 
would provide the only major 
north-south corridor in Texas 
west of 1-35, and it would inter
sect three major east-west 
routes: I-IO, 1-20 and 1-40. The 
1-27 extension would upgrade 
approximately 500 miles from 
Lubbock to Laredo at a con
ceptual cost estimate of $5.2 
billion. TxDOT has recom
mended more detailed study 
of the extension to determine

Area Champions

Sonora's quarterback Kaden Cordell breaks through the Spearman defense to score a touchdown for the Broncos during the second quarter of Friday's 
Area playoff game November 24, 2017, in Abernathy. Cordell threw 390 yards for 3 touchdowns and rushed a total of 94 yards scoring two TDs for the 
Broncos during Friday's game. Sonora defeated Spearman 56-8. Kimberley meyer I the  devil's river new s

Broncos Win Area with 56-8 Win Over Spearman, Ready for Chiidress
The Sonora Broncos (12-0) 

will travel to Abilene this 
Friday, December 1,2017, for a 
rematch against the Childress 
Bobcats (11-1) for the Regional 
trophy in the third round of 
the 2017 playoffs.

Head Coach Jeff Cordell 
said although the Broncos will 
need to perform better than 
they have all season to pull off 
the win this Friday, he is con
fident that his team is ready.

“This will be the biggest 
challenge the Broncos have 
faced all season, “Cordell said. 
“In fact, most experts will 
have the Bobcats picked to win 
this game. The Broncos will 
most likely be the underdog 
going into the game. This will 
be the first time all season the 
Broncos will enter the game as 
underdogs.”

Both number 9 ranked 
Sonora and number 5 ranked 
Childress have had a success
ful season so far.

Sonora is averaging a total

506 yards, 87.7 tackles and 
48.4 points compared to Chil
dress’s 400 yards, 69.7 tackles 
and 37.3 points.

Cordell said there is a rea
son why the Bobcats are 11-1 
this season.

“They are loaded with 
size and talent,” Cordell said. 
“They are physical and fast. 
This will be the biggest chal
lenge our offense has faced all 
year.”

The Bobcats’ quarterback 
Luke Latimer, is the key to the 
Bobcat offense.

He is a dual threat quarter
back and will be the best the 
Broncos defense has faced all 
year.

Cordell said the Broncos 
must keep him contained as 
well as put pressure on him 
to help ensure their chance of 
winning the game.

Defensively, the Bobcats 
are extremely sound and they 
have done a good job of keep
ing offenses in check so far.

this season.
Also, Childress will be 

looking to avenge their loss 
to Sonora during last year’s 
Regional match. The Broncos 
defeated Childress 40-36 in a 
shoot out during last year’s 
Regional match, ending the 
Bobcats’ season.

“It’s going to be an exciting 
match up at Bulldog Stadium 
in Abilene Friday night, 
“Cordell said. “The Broncos 
are excited about the oppor
tunity. Nothing better than 
getting the opportunity to play 
football in December.”

Kickoff is set for 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, December 1, at Wylie 
Bulldog Stadium in Abilene.

Everyone is encouraged to 
make the trip, fill the stands 
and show their support for the 
team.

Sonora 56 -  Spearman 8
The Sonora Broncos 

served notice to the Spearman 
Lynx in the second round of

the playoffs this past Friday, 
November 24,2017, with a 56-8 
victory over the Lynx and 
twelfth win overall this sea
son for the Class 3A Division II 
Area Championship.

Aside from being happy to 
still be playing in the Texas 
high school football playoffs. 
Broncos Head Coach Jeff 
Cordell applauded his team for 
staying focused and bringing 
home the Area Championship 
trophy.

It wasn’t the shutout they 
were going for, but Broncos 
put 56 points on the score 
board by the end of the fourth 
quarter and the defense held 
the Lynx to a shutout until the 
final seconds of the game.

With 28 seconds on the 
clock, the Lynx unhitched the 
wagon and sprinted 38 yards 
to find paydirt. An extra two 
pints gave them a total of eight 
for the night.

The final game score was 
56-8. _________ _

SEE AREA ON PAGE 6

whether an incremental 
improvement approach or a 
complete interstate facility 
approach would meet safety 
and mobility needs. ”

“This is a big step forward 
for Ports-to-Plains and the 
extension of 1-27,” Ports-to- 
Plains President Michael 
Reeves said. “Our state legisla
tors brought the issue to the 
forefront filing HB 869 and SB 
1034 in the last legislative ses
sion and the recommendation 
for the feasibility study in the 
Freight Plan pushed it across 
the goal and brings us closer 
to extending Interstate 27.”

“I am pleased the Texas 
Transportation Commission 
recognized the importance of 
the Ports-to-Plains corridor 
and the extension of 1-27 in 
their Freight Mobility Plan.
A major freight corridor in 
West Texas will not only 
improve the efficiency of mov
ing our food, fuel, and fiber 
throughout the country, but 
would also enhance safety and 
alleviate dangerous conges
tion along 1-35 for our freight 
haulers. I applaud the Ports- 
to-Plains Alliance for their 
efforts to make sure these 
critical corridor improve
ments are included in the 
plan,” Rep. Jodey Arrington 
(R-TX), co-chairman of the 
Ports-to-Plains Congressional

SEE INTERSTATE 27 ON PAGE 3

San Angelo Area 
Foundation Awards 
Grants to Sonora

The San Angelo Area 
Foundation awarded over 
$79,000 in grants to two 
Sonora organizations, accord
ing to a press release, Tues
day, November 21,2017.

“We are grateful to those 
who make it possible for 
the Foundation to address 
important community needs 
through our grant making 
process and we are humbled 
to work with generous donors 
across the Concho Valley,” 
Matt Lewis, President and 
CEO of the Foundation said.

Sonora endowments 
included Camp Good Sam in 
the amount of $25,000 to assist 
with summer learning loss 
in Sonora and Sonora ISD in 
the amount of $58,849 to sup
port with new technology and 
implementation of zSpace 300, 
the release stated.

The San Angelo Area 
Foundation manages over 300 
charitable funds benefiting a 
multitude of causes through
out the Concho Valley.

The 2017 spring and fall 
competitive grant program 
of the Foundation was able 
to award of $480,000. Estab
lished in 2002, the San Angelo 
Area Foundation is a com
munity foundation with assets 
over $134 million and has 
granted over $79 million since 
inception.

The San Angelo Area 
Foundation is also the power 
behind San Angelo Gives - a 
24-hour online giving event 
connecting our community to 
local causes.

In three years, San Angelo 
Gives has pumped over $3 mil
lion back into the community 
and the Foundation is gearing 
up for San Angelo Gives on 
May 1,2018.

For more information 
about the Foundation, please 
visit www.saafound.org or call 
325-947-7071.
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Disaster Declaration Extended as Hurricane Recovery Continues

AUSTIN — Gov. Greg Abbott on Nov, 
20 extended the disaster declaration for 
counties affected by Hurricane Harvey.

Some 60 counties are included and 
they will continue to be eligible for 
assistance as they recover and rebuild.

“The most important message I want 
to send to the victims of this storm is 
that they are not alone as they continue 
to recover from this storm. While we 
still have a long way to go to return to a 
new normal, I have no doubt that Texas 
will eventually emerge from this disas
ter stronger than ever before,” Abbott 
said.

Declarations must be renewed every 
30 days for assistance to remain avail
able. Gov, Abbott said he would continue 
to renew them as needed throughout the 
recovery process.

Counties covered in the disaster 
declaration include: Angelina, Aransas, 
Atascosa, Austin, Bastrop, Bee, Bexar, 
Brazoria, Brazos, Burleson, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Cameron, Chambers, Colo
rado, Comal, DeWitt, Fayette, Fort Bend, 
Galveston, Goliad, Gonzales, Grimes, 
Guadalupe, Hardin, Harris, Jackson, 
Jasper, Jefferson, Jim Wells, Karnes, 
Kerr, Kleberg, Lavaca, Lee, Leon,

Liberty, Live Oak, Madison, Matagorda, 
Milam, Montgomery, Newton, Nueces, 
Orange, Polk, Refugio, Sabine, San 
Patricio, San Augustine, San Jacinto, 
Trinity, Tyler, Victoria, Walker, Waller, 
Washington, Wharton, Willacy and 
Wilson.

Aid request is granted
On Nov. 17 Abbott announced that 

the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency granted his request to extend 
the deadline to Jan. 16 for Transitional 
Sheltering Assistance for victims 
of Hurricane Harvey. Nearly 17,000

families are receiving 
this form of assistance, 
which is intended 
to help those who 
have been unable 
to return to their 
homes find short
term shelter in hotels 
or other temporary 
housing locations.
Abbott said he 
remains “committed 
to doing everything
possible to get these families back under

SEE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS ON PAGE 7

STA TE C A P IT A L  
HIGHLIGHTS

By Ed Sterling

Ups and Downs 
of 2017

The Idle American

Let us consider bits and pieces of the 
year to date, sadly remembering that 
at its beginning, much of the country’s 
tapestry was intact. Then, humankind 
got a hold of it. Much is now in shreds.

Struck by implosions and explo- 
siofUround the globe, it’s a wonder

our planet isn’t 
woe-stricken 
by a worrisome 
wobble. Odds 
are no better 
than even on 
whether the 
ball falling in 
New York City’s 
Times Square 
will be dropped 
or shot down....

The word “harassment” has been 
in heavy use, and in ways that would 
make Popeye blush. Tough talk 
abounds.

Squabbles continue concerning ath
letes’ conduct during the playing of the 
National Anthem at NFL games. Team 
owners, meanwhile, may unravel to the 
point that their teams’ inflated value 
sinks way below the air pressure of 
those footballs Tom Brady messed with.

Owners are stewing about remuner
ation for Commissioner Roger Goodell, 
aneli|j[hether his contract should be 
extCTiaed by a half-dozen years to 2024. 
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones 
is screaming about paying Goodell’s 
proposed $50 million annually, $5 
million more than this year. Jones 
and Goodell’s verbal missiles, hurled 
with abandon, dominate US sports 
conversations. Soon, we may know the 
difference between hissy, conniption 
and wall-eyed fits. We’re bound to be 
witnesses to all three kinds....

We used to think ourselves--at cer
tain junctures-to be “between rocks 
and hard places.” Compared to the 
sharp-edged looming controversies we 
all face, abiding between stones and 
hard places may soon seem softer than 
the Pillsbury doughboy who always 
giggles on the TV commercials after a 
good rib-poking.

Folks toasting a new year will 
hoist glasses in a shaky manner at 
New,i;Year’s Eve parties, and sure-fire 
investments seem destined for the paint 
industry, where there’s bound to be a 
shortage of black paint in the flurry of 
fresli paint for both pots and kettles....

On the business front, there hasn’t 
been so much jockeying for position 
since the last photo finish at the Ken
tucky Derby. “Little box” stores and 
malls are pulling out all the stops (and 
a few of the “go’s”) trying to compete 
with the “big boxes, and all are going 
head-to-head with online commerce.

We’ve just experienced our first 
“black Friday” preliminary, this 
year springing to life with “can’t 
miss” sales a full week ahead of the 
long-established fateful Friday after 
Thanksgiving.

If they keep juggling the date signal
ing the beginning of serious Christmas 
shopping, they’ll meet themselves com
ing back. Folks will be saddled with 
trying to determine “best buy” times 
during “50 shades of black Fridays.”...

Can it be? Amazon is offering to 
leave packages inside our locked doors, 
and Fed-Ex is paying drivers $18.50 an 
hour and 53 cents per mile for using 
‘their own vehicles during delivery 
crunch time, and an ingenious card- 
carrier at a major intersection “will 
work for cash.”

To cross eyes even further. Sears 
will no longer sell Whirlpool products, 
but the latter will continue to manu
facture Kenmore products, the brand 
name favored by Sears.

That’s the condition my 105-year-old

m SEE IDLE AMERICAN ON PAGE 10

Unleashing Innovation
Curing a Plague That Has Hindered Our 

Government For Decades
Imagine the following hypothetical 

scenario: you could buy either one of 
the first cell phone models (the one 
that could basically double as a brick) 
for one price or the latest smartphone 
for a cheaper price. Which would 
you buy? In too many 
instances, our federal 
government has been 
systematically choos
ing the equivalent 
of the first option: to 
spend more money on 
outdated, unreliable 
products instead of the 
cheaper, more advanced 
options.

The American peo
ple send a lot of money 
up to Washington each 
year, and it is outra
geous that the federal government 
wastes billions of these hard-earned 
dollars each year maintaining IT sys
tems that aren’t just outdated, but also 
leave our digital information -  from 
employee records to government intel
ligence -  susceptible to cyberattacks.
In fact, our federal government spends 
nearly 80 percent of more than $80 bil
lion on simply maintaining existing 
IT systems. The bulk of this funding is 
spent keeping outdated systems alive 
when some are nearly 60 years old! Not 
only are many of these systems inse
cure, they’re becoming increasingly 
costly. It’s the 21st Century; we should 
be taking advantage of 21st Century 
tools.

We have continued to use horse- 
and-buggy technology throughout 
every federal agency for decades and 
reform is long overdue. Imagine being 
able to renew your passport online. 
How about our military veterans not 
having to take hard-copies of their 
health records with them to the doc
tor? It’s 2017. The American people 
deserve better from their government.

This is why I worked with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
for the last two years to implement 
landmark IT Reform that will make 
our government smarter, more cost- 
effective and more efficient. I am 
pleased to announce that my smart 
government bill, the Modernizing Gov
ernment Technology (MGT) Act, was 
approved in the House and the Senate

Hurd on the HiU
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as part of the National Defense Autho
rization Act (NDAA) and is expected 
to be signed into law by the President 
any day. The bill incentivizes federal 
agencies to transition their IT systems 
to more modern platforms like cloud 

computing by eliminat
ing the traditional use- 
it-or-lose-it approach 
that has plagued 
government spending 
for years. With this bill, 
agencies will be able 
to bank the savings 
obtained as a result of 
a transition to cheaper 
and more modern 
technological solutions. 
They can then use that 
money to modernize 
other systems, creating 

a virtuous cycle of modernization and 
ultimately, savings.

In the past, there has been no incen
tive for agencies to modernize because 
they have been unable to keep the sav
ings as a result of modernization. This 
has kept our federal technology sys
tems decades behind the private sector 
and has hindered our government’s 
ability to provide quality and timely 
services to the American people.

Finally, we’re curing this plague 
that has hindered our government 
for decades. Our technologies have 
evolved since the Stone Age, so should 
our federal agencies. This can happen 
now that MGT is a reality.

This will be my twelfth piece of 
legislation signed into law since taking 
office in 2015, and I’ll continue work
ing to fix problems and find solutions 
that help folks in the 23rd District of 
Texas. I’m here to represent you. As 
always, please continue to reach out to 
me with any questions and concerns, 
and I encourage you to subscribe to my 
e-newsletter at hurd.house.gov/con- 
tact/email and follow me on Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram and Snapehat @ 
HurdOnTheHill.

Heard Around Town
Be careful what you ask. I asked 

my mother once what giblets were. She 
told me and I haven’t liked giblet gravy 
ever since.

IS IT  TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTION?

Display Advertising Network

Reach more than a half million Texas 
consumers with affordable 2x2 advertisements

T h e  D e v e l ' s  R i v e r  N e w s
CALL for details

325.387.2507

11302017 **************
JOHN Q. PUBLIC 
BOX 12345 
SONORA, TEXAS 76950-2345
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The Most Popular 
Guy in Langtry

Keith Bowden seldom argues with 
his wife Anna. Could be because he 
lives in Langtry, Texas and she lives

in Santiago,

Rolling 
V A long

☆

be working 
out fine. 
They’ve 
been mar-
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years. They met in Nova Scotia where 
Anna was a teacher and Keith was a 
student. He was born in Delaware.

Keith taught English at Laredo 
Community College, then retired to 
Langtry, a place where he was stranded 
years ago due to a railroad strike. At 
the time he was having adventures rid
ing boxcars. He felt something for the 
town made famous by Judge Roy Bean 
and decided to settle down there.

Langtry is on the Rio Grande and 
Keith has taken numerous canoe or 
raft trips on the river, sometimes start
ing in El Paso and going all the way to 
the gulf. He says the river gives him a 
sense of peace and he is fascinated by 
the silence he experiences on his trips.

“Between now and April I’ll be on 
the river a lot of the time, probably 
about ten weeks.” He sleeps on the 
ground during his river trips. Not 
much different from when he’s at his 
home in Langtry, where he sleeps on a 
pallet. He has no phone or TV.

When he settled in Langtry three 
years ago, he says the town looked like 
it had fallen into ruin, a far cry from 
the railroad days in the early part of 
the twentieth century when it was a 
thriving community.

“So I decided that I was going to 
clear the entire town and take away 
all the unwanted brush and weeds. I 
wanted to imeover and expose all these 
wonderful old crumbling buddings and 
re-plant everything I cleared with native 
plants that didn’t need maintenance. I 
have to contend with all these invasive 
plants that don’t belong here and want 
to take over. I’m constantly weed eating 
unwanted grasses to keep them from 
seeding. I’m replacing them primarily 
with candelUla because it spreads.”

He says Langtry looks like a small 
town but when you have to weed eat the 
entire town, it gets bigger.

“Every time it rains it’s pretty 
much eight to ten hours a day running 
the weed eater. On the other hand, 
when we’re in a dry spell like we’ve 
had for a couple of months. I’m pacing 
back and forth wishing I could weed 
eat eight minutes. I’m on my second 
machine. The string is eighty dollars a 
roll and I buy it in bulk. I changed the 
string three times yesterday, put in 
another twenty feet. Part of that is the 
way I do it. I’m really blasting the roots. 
I raise a lot of dust.”

He does people’s yards, vacant lots, 
anywhere there’s a weed. He doesn’t 
charge for his services.

“Sometimes I pay to have heavy 
equipment come in and take away all the 
prickly pear on a lot that’s overgrown.
I’d rather pay than do it by hand. I don’t 
take any money for this and wouldn’t, 
even if some wealthy person wanted to 
pay me. And if that ever does happen. I’ll 
just give it to the church.”

As a result of his efforts, Langtry 
is looking a lot better than it did three 
years ago. When I asked someone in 
town how to find Keith, I was told to fol
low the sound of the weed eater.

www.tumbleweedsmith.com

Why does the early b ird  always get the 
worm? Because he reads about it  in
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INnRSTATE 27:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Caucus said.
“Extending Interstate 

27 will have a significant 
impact on economic 
development throughout 
West Texas, and it will 
improve the flow of 
freight throughout North 
America,” Reeves said. 
“About two thirds of US- 
Mexico trade by truck 
goes through Laredo, 
and much of that freight 
moves through some of 
Texas’ largest metropoli
tan areas on the very con
gested Interstate 35.1-69 
provides an alternative 
for some of those trucks 
heading to the northeast, 
and 1-27 can provide a 
less congested alterna
tive for freight heading 
northwest.”

TxDOT has been 
working since August
2016 to develop the Texas 
Freight Mobility Plan 
(TFMP) 2017 that meets 
all Fixing America’s 
Surface Transportation 
(FAST) Act require
ments. The first Texas 
Freight Mobility Plan 
was adopted by the Texas 
Transportation Commis
sion in January 2016. In 
December 2015, MAP-21 
(the former federal fund
ing and authorization 
bill) was replaced by the 
FAST Act. The FAST Act 
provided a new freight 
focused funding program, 
the National Highway 
Freight Program (NHFP), 
and also created new 
requirements for state 
freight plans to have
in place by December
2017 in order to qualify 
for the NHFP funding. 
These new requirements 
include: creation of Criti
cal Rural Freight Corri
dors, creation of Critical 
Urban Freight Corridors, 
and development of a fis
cally constrained freight 
investment plan.

The on again, off again discussion of the l-27/Ports-to-Plains 
Trade Corridor heated up earlier this month when the Texas 
Transportation Commission recommended conducting a 
feasibility studyforextending Interstate Highway 27 southward 
from Lubbock to Laredo. The preliminary course of the corridor 
follows U.S. 277 from San Angelo to Sonora and Del Rio before 
heading south and east to Eagle Pass and Laredo.

M A P  COURTESY OF PO R TS-TO -PLA IN STR A D E CO RRIDO R

Steve Smith 
County Judge
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Steve Smith filed on 
November 21 to be re-elected 
as County Judge of Sutton 
County. The Republican 
primary w ill be March 6, 
2018.

Smith has been County 
Judge since November 2014. 
Previously Smith served 14 
years as the First Assistant 
District Attorney of the 
112th Judicial District which 
includes Sutton County. He 
also held an elected office as 
the 119th Judicial District 
Attorney for 16 years.

Smith attended Baylor University on an R.O.T.C. scholarship 
and graduated with a BA degree in Political Science. He then 
attended Baylor Law School where he attained his law degree in 
1979. Following law school Smith served 5 years active duty in the 
United States Air Force. In 2006 Smith retired as a Lt. Colonel from 
the USAFR after serving as a reservist at Goodfellow Air Force 
Base for 21 years.

Smith married his high school sweetheart, Beverly in 1974. Steve 
and Beverly have 5 children and 6 grandchildren. They have been 
married 43 years. They attend First Baptist Church were Steve is a 
deacon and an adult Sunday School teacher. Beverly, a retired RN, 
serves as church secretary at FBC.

Smith has served on a number of public serve boards to include 
Southwest Council of Texas Boy Scouts, El Camino Council of 
Girl Scouts, Samaritan Counseling Board (President), and the 
Texas District and County Attorneys Association. Steve has also 
been active in the Concho Country Emmaus Community and the 
Concho Valley Council of Governments.

Preston Faris w ill again serve as the campaign treasurer for 
Smith’s re-election campaign to remain the County Judge of Sutton 
County.

In announcing his re-election plans. Smith said, “I’m excited to be 
asking the folks of Sutton County for another opportunity to serve 
them as County Judge. The county employees are dedicated public 
servants and I look forward to working with them again. As it has 
been for the last 3 years, my door w ill remain open to everyone. 
Please give me your consideration to continue to serve as your 
Sutton County Judge.”

Political Advertisement paidfor by Preston Faris for Steve Smith

Now, a word from  LMH

Affordable Care Act (ACA) Open Enrollment Begins November 1 and ends December 15,2017
Do you have the required  healthcare coverage under the Affordable Care Act? If no, did you know there is a 

penalty paid to the In ternal Revenue Service (IRS) on behalf of the Federal Governm ent? “The penalty  for failing 
to m ain tain  coverage is either a fla t dollar am ount or a  specified percentage of household income, w hichever is 
greater. For an  individual w ith  annual incom e of $40,000 and no coverage during  the year, the penalty would be 
$741, according to a calculator on the IRS website. For a  couple w ith annual incom e of $90,000 and no insurance, 
the penalty would be $1,732. (Pear, 2017)”

Avoid the penalty by accessing H ealthcare.gov for finding and purchasing a plan best suited for individuals and 
fam ilies. E nrollm ent m ust be complete by Decem ber 15,2017. Stages of enrollm ent and coverage a re  as follows.

November 1,2017: Open E nrollm ent started  — firs t day to enroU, re-enroll, or change a 2018 insurance plan 
th rough  the H ealth Insurance M arketplace

December 15,2017: Last day to enroll in  or change plans for 2018 coverage. A fter th is  date, you can enroU or 
change plans only if  you qualify for a Special E nrollm ent Period.

Jan u ary  1,2018:2018 coverage sta rts, if prem ium  paid.
O ptional websites available are:
Texas Residents - http://w w w .individualhealthquotes.com
https://w w w .healthcare.gov
http://w w w .obam acare-plans.com .

*** The Rural Health Clinic, Clinic B, will be closed on Saturday, December 2,2017.

SONORA RURAL HEALTH CLINIC
Let our professional s ta ff o f exceptional health care providers take care o f a ll o fyour m edical needs.

Monday through Friday 
from 8:15 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.

S O N O R A
M E D IC A L  

C L IN IC
301 Hudspeth St # B Sonora, TX 76950

325 - 387-7911

Specialty Clinic Services:
Neurosurgery • Orthopedics • Urology 

Interventional Cardiology • Pain Management • Obstetrics & Gynecology 
Gastroenterolog\- • Hearing Assessments

For these services please see your primary care provider.

All Medicare/Medicaid welcome

CAfSt
w0BSMmmtmemsamB

Have Medicare or Medicaid and 
need a Primary Care Provider? Call 
387-7911 and make an appointment 
today. You will not be turned away!

Tiene Medicare o Medicaid y necesita 
un proveedordeatencidn primaria? 
Llame 387-7911 y hacer una cita hoy. 
Usted no va a ser rechazadal

Sonora Medical Clinic B offers 
extended hours of operation to our 

community.
Clinic B is open from 8 AM -12 PM 
(noon) the first Saturday of every 

month.
We also offer extended hours the 3rd 
Thursday of every month until 7 PM.

"We take same day walk-ins"

http://www.individualhealthquotes.com
https://www.healthcare.gov
http://www.obamacare-plans.com
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Monday December 4 
Breakfast

Pancakes and Sausage or Cereal and Crackers, Fruit Juice, 
Fruit, Milk 

Lunch
Nachos Grande, Refried Beans, Salsa, Lettuce and Tomato, 

Cucumber Slices, Fruit, Lime Sherbert, Milk 
After School Program  

Muffin, Milk

Tuesday December 5 
Breakfast

Breakfast Burrito and Hash Browns or Cereal and Toast, 
Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk 

Lunch
Ravioli, Seasoned Com, Baked Beans, Fruit, Milk 

After School Program  
Fruit Yogurt

Wednesday December 6 
Breakfast

Biscuit, Egg, Bacon or Cereal and Toast, Fruit Juice, Fruit, 
Milk 

Lunch
Chicken Sandwich, Oven Fries, Lettuce and Tomato, Fresh 

Veggie Cup, Fruity Gelatin, Milk 
After School Program  

Baked Chips, Juice

Thursday December 7 
Breakfast

Sausage Kolache and Yogurt or Cereal and Crackers, Fruit 
Juice, Fruit, Milk 

Lunch
Oven Roasted Chicken, Roll, Roasted Potatoes, Garden 

Salad, Fruit, Brownie, Milk 
After School Program  

Turkey Stick, Juice

Friday December 8 
Breakfast

Breakfast Club or Cereal and Toast, Fruit Juice, Fruit, Milk 
Lunch

Pizza, Baby Carrots, Crunchy Broccoli, Salad, Fruit, Milk 
After School Program  

Chex Mix. Milk

Sponsored By: Buck N Bass
Outdoor Sporting Goods ^

& Sonora A ir Cooled Engines & Equipment^
Rentals

1 1 5  N .  A v e .  S o n o r a , T x  • 3 2 5 . 3 8 7 . 3 4 0 0

Proud Supporters 
of the 

Broncos 
and

Lady Broncos

325 - 387-3470 
Holmes Wrecker Service

We Can Tow Anything

Stoney & Judy Holmes 
owner/operator

To Subscribe.
Call 557-2507

Sutton County Under Ground Water Conservation District Board of Directors. Pictured Joe David Ross, Max Howarth, Erika 
Campbell, Robert Sol Mayer and James Archer. | courtesy  p h o t o

SCUGWCD Board of Directors Welcomes New Member, Pet. 4
Erika Campbell was 

sworn in to serve as a 
member of the Sutton 
County Underground 
Water Conservation Dis
trict Board of Directors 
this past October 2017.

Erika is looking 
forward to representing 
Precinct 4 on the Sutton 
County UGWCD board 
through out the next four 
years.

Originally from Mas
sachusetts, Erika moved 

-to Texas in 1990 after 
completing a degree 
in Animal Science at 
Cornell University. She 
also attended Texas A&M 
University and earned an 
MS in Rangeland Ecology 
and Management, and a 
PhD in Toxicology.

She’s been in Sutton 
County since 1993 when

she moved to the AgriLife 
Research Station during 
graduate school to work 
as a technician, then con
tinuing on as a scientist.

Erika’s academic 
focus has been on improv
ing grasslands through 
brush control with 
goats and fire, and she 
understands the impact 
grassland management 
has on improving aquifer 
recharge.

In 2009 she and her 
husband Cam moved to 
the family ranch, where 
they currently raise 
cattle, sheep, and goats.

They diversified their 
ranch by planting a vine
yard, and sell grapes to 
Texas wineries.

Erika promotes 
conservation irrigation 
yet understands the

American Legion Baseball 
Coming to West Texas

American Legion 
Post 572 in San Angelo 
is bringing American 
Legion baseball to West 
Texas in 2018.

Any town that has a 
legion post is eligible to 
field a team.

Closest to Sonora, 
American Legion Post 
0257 is located 21 miles 
North in Eldorado.

American Legion Post 
378 in Menard and Post 
0237 in Junction are also 
nearby.

The teams wiU be 
composed of players ages 
13 to 18 years and must 
have at least 9 players and

W eekly C rossw ord Puzzle
ACROSS
1.RR terminals 
5. High mil. 
decorations 
9. Await
14. Broad geological 
basin
15. Willow genus
16. European spiny 
plums
17. Nerve-cell process
18. Raise crops
19. Strengthens
20. Garrulousness
22. Watchful
23. Fourth___:the
press
24. Turkey buzzard 
26. Its cap. is Salem 
29. Alludes
33. Degree of road 
inclination 
37. Pine
39. Its capital is Salt 
Lake City
40. Newfoundland 
cape
41. Contemporary U.S. 
dramatist
42. Lucid
43. More melodic than 
a recitative
44. Abound
45. Icy
46. Interfere without 
propriety
48. Particular body of

knowledge 69. Young ox 10. Lose one's temper
50. Quick burst of energy 70. Air pollutant 11. Inner Hebrides island
52. Accrues: var. 71. Roof coatings 12. Source of venison
57. Open to view 13. To be: L.
60. Healthy DOWN 21. Nebraska-Oklahoma
63. Automaton 1. Proscenium Indian
64. Endured 2. Cabs 25. Press earnestly
65. Persian poet: 1184- 3. Up 27.She:Fr.
1291 4. Old Kriss 28. TV's Lonesome
66. British guy 5. Disagree George
67. Well-known pen 6. Smoker 30. And others: L. abbr.
name 7. Wax, in Roma 31. Gypsy lady
68.___game: variety 8. Brazilian dance 32. Scatter
of fives 9. Gaping 33. Chickpea, e.g.

'B O TTO M  LIN ES"
34. Exquisite
35. Kind of test
36. Without funds 
38. Verne character 
41. Egyptian solar disk 
45. Heredity factor 
47. Pertaining to the 
end
49. Cook leftovers 
51. Mocks
53. Disquiet
54. Spanish-American 
lariat
55. Ancient village with 
a famous witch
56. Hides
57. Circles
58. Electromotive force 
unit
59. Central American 
tree: var.
61. _________ contendere
62. The Stooges, e.g.

See solution on Page 10

This crossword puzzle is sponsored each week by

Love Funeral Home
Family Owned and Operated

Monuments • Pre-Need Burial Insurance 
(325) 387-2266 (325) 853-3043

not more than 18.
In order for the league 

to form local commercial 
sponsors are needed. The 
cost per player is $175 or 
$2,800 per team.

Adult coaches are also 
required for the teams.

The opening tourna
ment will be played from 
May 31st through June 
2nd.

League play begins 
June 3rd and continues 
through July 10th with 
games on Monday, Tues
day and Wednesday.

Each team will play 12 
regular games with local 
and possible state tourna
ments before going into 
the playoff schedule.

The season ends with 
the World Series in North 
Carolina.

Ifa league is orga
nized locally in 2019, the 
state tournament will be 
held in San Angelo.

A representative 
from the state office will 
be available Saturday, 
December 9th, at 10:00 
a.m. in San Angelo at the 
VFW Hall located at 125 
S. Browning Street.

For more information 
contact Jim Cox at 325- 
763-2265 or email sanan- 
gelolegionbb(^yahoo.com.

P rin tin g

Yes, we do 
that, too!

Job Tickets, Envelopes 
Business Cards, Letterhead 

Single Sheet, Multi-Part

Give us a Call!

387-2507

economic importance of a 
healthy crop yield.

Recently, Erika 
attended a leadership 
training class sponsored 
by Texas Alliance of 
Groundwater Districts, 
where she learned about 
current Texas water law

and recent legislative 
interim charges regard
ing private property 
rights.

She is welcomed by 
fellow SCUGWCD board 
members who are looking 
forward to her contribu
tions to the district.

Santa to Visit Library
Santa is coming to the 

Sutton County Library 
Tuesday, December 5th, 
at 7:00 p.m.

He and his elf will 
read Christmas stories 
to all of the boys and 
girls while they enjoy hot 
chocolate and cookies.

The event is free, open 
to the public and every
one is welcome.

Other library news 
and events for the month 
of December include 
rescheduling of doll mak
ing classes moved to Fri
day mornings at 9:30 am.

Book club is reading 
Ruby by New York Times 
best selling author Cyn
thia Bond, and will meet 
Tuesday, December 12th 
at 10:00 a.m.

The library will be 
closed for Christmas 
on Monday, December 
25th and will re-open on 
December 26th.

Don’t forget, a book 
makes a great gift for 
everyone on your shop
ping list.

Wishing everyone a 
Very Merry and Happy 
Holiday!

Commissioners Approve 
Purchase of Stove for Jail

Sutton County Com
missioners took care 
of a variety of business 
details including approv
ing multiple expenditures 
for the Sheriffs Office 
and jail during their 
regular meeting Monday, 
November 27,2017.

Sheriff Oscar 
Chavez and Chief . 
Deputy DuWayne Castro 
addressed the court 
explaining the need to 
replace the existing stove 
in the jail. The stove 
has become ineffective 
for cooking meals for 
inmates due to age and 
disrepair. A functional 
stove is required to meet 
current State Jail Com
mission standards.

The court unani
mously approved the 
purchase of a new stove at 
a cost not to exceed $8,000 
from budgeted monies.

In addition, commis
sioners approved the 
purchase of one toilet for 
the jaU as budgeted.

Further, the court 
approved the purchase of 
two radar units for Sher
iffs vehicles.

In regular business, 
the court reviewed and 
approved the minutes of 
prior meetings, accounts 
payable and the Tax 
Assessor- Collector 
report.

No Auditor’s report 
was available.

In other business, 
commissioners approved 
the 2017 tax roll for Sutton 
County.

Next, commissioners 
also approved a bond for 
the Librarian and a bond 
increase for Steve Smith, 
County Judge. The bond 
will increase from $50,000 
to $100,000 per year as 
necessary to meet cur
rent state requirements.

After reviewing 
information presented 
by County Treasurer 
Janalyn Jones, the court 
agreed to table salary 
schedule adjustments 
pending further review 
by an appointed commit
tee. No action was taken.

Commissioners 
approved a one-year 
agreement for computer 
backup software for the 
District Clerk’s office.

Finally, the court 
heard comments from 
County Attorney David 
Wallace regarding Hill 
Country Telephone 
Cooperative. Wallace said 
an agreement between 
HCTC and the county to 
lease easement property 
to house a utility cabinet 
could not be reached at 
this time.

In closing, Judge 
Smith shared informa
tion regarding upcom
ing events including 
the annual community 
Christmas event, carol
ing by law enforcement 
officers on December 4th 
and 5th to collect toys 
for children in need this 
holiday season and the 
county Christmas party 
set for Monday, December 
4th at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Civic Center.

Without further com
ments the meeting was 
adjourned.

Judge Steve Smith 
presided over the 
meeting.

Commissioners Carl 
Teaff, Mike Villanueva, 
Fred Perez and Bob 
Brockman were present.

The next regular 
meeting of the Sutton 
County Commission
ers is set for Monday, 
December 11,2017, at 9:00 
a.m. at the County Annex 
Building.
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SCHD Board Approves 
Employment i^eem ent 
for Dr. William Griffin

Following executive 
session and consultation 
with the hospital district 
attorney Sutton County 
Hospital Board trustees 
unanimously approved 
two agreements regard
ing incoming physician 
William Griffin during 
their regular meeting 
Monday, November 27, 
2017.

The board approved 
an agreement for physi
cian employment and 
physician supervision for 
Dr. Griffin expected who 
is expected to begin work
ing in late July 2018.

Board members took 
a break from the table for 
a tour of the hospital and 
Rural Health Clinic to 
view recent capital invest
ment upgrades including 
floors. Telemetry and 
Radiology equipment.

In regular business, 
the board approved the 
minutes of October 23, 
2017 meeting and the 
financial report and 
expenditures ending 
October 31,2017.

In other business, 
trustees approved a 
revised Emergency

Operations Plan which 
includes an active shooter 
policy and procedure.

Finally, board mem
bers approved a joint 2018 
SCHD Board of Directors 
Election.

Without further 
discussion or visitor com
ments, the meeting was 
adjourned.

President Sharon 
Holman presided over the 
meeting.

Lenora Pool, Adelita 
Alvarez, Mary Hum
phrey, Don Longoria and 
John Henry Strauch were 
present. Edward Ear- 
wood was absent.

The annual joint 
meeting of the Sutton 
County Hospital Board of 
Directors and the Sutton 
County Health Founda
tion and Christmas 
dinner is set for Monday, 
December 11,2017, at 
6:00 p.m. in the Wellness 
Center.

The next regular 
meeting of the Sutton 
County Hospital District 
Board of Directors is set 
for Monday, January 22, 
2017, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Wellness Center.

The Blotter is a summary of the previous week’s activity by the Sonora Police Department 
and the Sutton County Sheriff's Office. For practical reasons of time and space, The Blot
ter does not include every call made to the police department or Sheriff's Office, nor does 
it include routine security checks, minor traffic stops or routine patrols. Accidents of major 
impact may be reported separately. Subjects reported to have been arrested are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in a court of law. . , ^ j o ’ > »»  ^  ̂ ^

SONORA PD 
NO ARRESTS 
INCIDENTS

NOVEMBER 20-1:36 PM •
Caller reported a possible in
toxicated driver at 300 block 
of U.S. Hwy 277 N. Officer re
sponded.
6:32 PM • Caller requested to 
meet with officer at Sheriff's 
Office. Officer responded. 
NOVEMBER 21 - 6:13 PM • 
Caller requested to meet with 
officer at Sheriff's Office re
garding a Civil Matter. Officer 
responded.
6:37 PM • Caller requested to 
meet with officer at Sheriff's 
Office regarding disturbance. 
Officer responded. 
NOVEMBER 22 - 7:58 AM • 
Caller reported an accident/ 
wreck on Spur Road and N 
Service Rd. Officer respond
ed.
10:27 AM • Caller requested 
to meet with officer regard
ing burglary/theft at 400 
block of Santa Clara. Officer 
responded.
7:39 PM ‘ Caller requested to 
meet with officer at Sheriff's 
Office regarding suspicious 
vehicle. Officer responded. 
NOVEMBER 23 - 9:37 AM
• Caller requested an officer 
at 300 block of W. 5th for civil 
matter. Officer responded. 
11:30 AM • Agency assis
tance requested at Sheriff's 
Office. Officer responded. 
7:03 PM • Caller requested 
Animal Control Officer at 500 
block of Wardlaw. Officer re
sponded.
NOVEMBER 24- 10:16 AM*
Caller reported criminal mis
chief at 400 block of S. Con
cho. Officer responded.
10:39 AM • Caller requested 
animal control Officer at 1500 
block of Tayloe Ave. Officer 
responded.
NOVEMBER 25 - 11:36 AM
• Caller reported accident/ 
wreck at St. Ann's and Main. 
Officer responded. 
NOVEMBER 26 - 2:57 PM • 
Caller reported disturbance 
at 7/11 store. Officer respond
ed.
10:52 PM • Caller reported 
accident/wreck at 300 block 
of Mulberry. Officer respond
ed.
11:20 PM • Caller requested 
to meet with officer at Sher
iff's Office regarding a civil 
matter. Officer responded.

SUTTON COUNTY 
SHERIFF 
ARRESTS

NOVEMBER 20 • Ricardo 
Arreola, age 26 of San Anto
nio, arrested on an El Paso 
warrant.
NOVEMBER 21 • Andrew 
Roden, age 42 of Sonora, ar
rested on warrants out of Bur
net County.
NOVEMBER 22 • Herman Pe
rales, age 32 of San Antonio, 
arrested on a Bexar County 
warrant.
• Christopher Leon, age 23 of 
Lakewood WA, arrested for 
Possession of marijuana and 
drug paraphernalia. 
NOVEMBER 23 • Steven 
Black, age 49 of Lago Vista, ar
rested on a Lago Vista County 
warrant
• David Campos, age 23 of Rio 
Grand, arrested on a Nueces 
County warrant.
NOVEMBER 26 * Oscar Zuni
ga, age 21 of Houston, arrest
ed on a Harris County warrant.

INCIDENTS
NOVEMBER 20 - 6:09 PM •
Caller reported a dead deer 
on U.S. Hwy 864. Deputy re
sponded.
NOVEMBER 22-11:06 AM •
Caller reported an accident/ 
wreck on 1-10 at 388-89 mm. 
Deputy responded.
4:24 PM • Caller reported a 
two vehicle crash on 1-10 at 
383 mm. Deputy and DPS re
sponded.
7:02 PM • Caller reported a 
call of suspicious activity on 
SCR 410. Deputy responded. 
NOVEMBER 23 -12:57 PM
• Caller reported a stranded 
motorist on 1-10 at 387 mm. 
Deputy responded. 
NOVEMBER 24 - 3:42 AM • 
Caller reported an accident 
on 1-10 at 391 mm. Deputy 
responded.
5:46 PM • Caller reported 
smoke coming from an trac
tor trailer on 1-10 at 418-419 
mm. Deputy responded.
6:46 PM • Caller reported a 
reckless driver on 1-10 at 425 
mm. Deputy responded. 
NOVEMBER 25 - 7:39 PM • 
Caller reported a suspicious 
vehicle on 1-10 at 381 mm. 
Deputy responded.

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor express the opinions of their 
author. They do not necessarily reflect the views or 
opinions of the staff, management or ownership of 
the Devils River News.

Local Resident Says “T hankyou ’'

Every time I pass by our courthouse and 
our cemetery, I am thankful that Sonora has 
employees who take great pride in their work.

Both are kept very well manicured at all 
times.

I inquired as to who these men were and 
would like to say, “job well done” to Johny Solis, 
Carlos GaUegos, Luis Lira, Pedro Ramirez and 
Pedro Munoz.

Thank you guys for going above and beyond.

Mike McGuffin

What’s A Feed Tag Tell Us?
Our December 11th 

Range & Pasture Work
shop will provide some 
insight on preparing for 
livestock feeding costs.

However, have you 
ever tried to read the tag 
on a feed sack?

The informa
tion there can 
be puzzling 
sometimes.

What does it 
mean?

A Guaranteed 
Analysis on the 
sack might vary 
somewhat depending to 
the state in which it was 
manufactured.

Minimum require
ments are for statements 
of crude protein, crude 
fiber, and crude fat.

These are expressed 
as percentages.

An ingredient list 
might list every ingredi
ent in the feed, but more 
often is deliberately 
vague.

One reason is that 
some feed formulas are 
designed to be variable, 
so that one ingredient 
(providing similarnutri
tion) can be substituted 
for another as grain mar
ket prices fluctuate.

Secondly, many manu
facturers prefer not to 
disclose the exact formula 
for their grain rations, for 
fear of being copied by the 
competitors.

So, instead of specific 
ingredients like soybean 
meal or cottonseed meal, 
you might see “plant pro
tein products”.

Instead of brewer’s 
yeast, wheat bran, or corn 
gluten feed, you might see 
a listing for “processed 
grain by-products.”

The percentage of 
crude protein expressed 
on a feed label is calcu
lated from the nitrogen 
content of the grain.

The word “crude” on 
the label is an indicator 
that not all of the protein 
included in the percent
age listed will actually be 
digestible.

Crude fat also is 
expressed as a percent
age on a feed tag; it refers 
to the total ratio of fats 
and oils contained in 
the product, including 
both saturated fats and

You Looked! 
So W ill Your 
Customers!

unsaturated oils.
Fat is energy-dense, 

providing almost 21/2 
times as much energy, 
pound per pound, than do 
carbohydrates or protein; 
the higher the crude fat 

value, the higher 
the calories pro
vided per pound 
of feed-so fewer 
pounds of grain 
might be needed 
for the same 
amount of energy 
and weight 

maintenance.
The crude fiber value 

of a feed plays a big 
part in determining the 
energy content of a feed.

Generally, as the fiber 
percentage decreases, 
the calories per pound 
go up; and as fiber levels 
increase, the calories go 
down.

Therefore, high-fiber 
feeds must be fed in 
larger quantities in order 
to maintain the same 
calorie intake per day.

The word “crude” in 
the case of fiber describes 
both the digestible and 
indigestible fiber in the 
feed. :

Digestible fiber such 
as beet pulp, is more 
easUy absorbed, while 
indigestible fiber, such as 
oat hulls, wheat chaff, or 
soybean hulls, generally 
is tougher in texture.

Of course labels con
tain much more.

They can also include 
minimum and maximum 
percentages of calcium, 
and minimum values for 
phosphorus (expressed 
as %).

Other mineral compo
nents expressed in parts 
per mUlion (ppm) include 
copper, zinc, selenium.

For more information 
on this or the Range and 
Pasture Workshop, con
tact the County Extension 
Office at 387-3101.

It pays to 
advertise in

The Devils River N(

Thank you for all of the calls, visits, food, 
thoughts and prayers during my stay in the 
hospital and recovery.

I am feeling better and very blessed thanks 
to your concern and generosity.

Goldie Brown
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Cauthorn and Griffin 
Ranch Insurance

Eldorado • Del Rio • Ozona • Sonora

HealthC
Need Health Insurance?

cN ecesita Seguro de Saiud?  
See if you qualifyl

Ver si usted caiifical
Look for othBf Open Enrollment events

between
November 1,2017 -  December 15,2017

Basque ortos eventos de InsrdpcionAbierta 
entre

1 deNoviembre, 2016'Enero Side, 2017

D a te :12/06/2017 
Time: 10 AM-3 PM 

Sutton County Food 
Pantry 

Address: 704 
Glasscock Ave. 

Sonora, TX 76940

W& off̂ r our aarvk&s to 47 coundofi ir> sround LublSoch, Abikna. snd Sa.o Angalof

iA ib b a c k , y  Sar» Angelo!

Our services are  free! 
Nuestros serv icios son gratutitos! 

C a ll us /Llam enos;
C o n n ie  325-213- 
2027, Tina 325- 

514-2234
844-653-1800 Num ero Gratuito

Business Cards 
and

Self-Inking Stamps
on sale now at

The N ews
224 E. Main Street

387-2507
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AREA:
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Despite breaking the 
shutout by the Broncos, 
Cordell said he is pleased 
with the victory.

“I am very pleased 
with the overall perfor
mance of our kids across 
the board,” Cordell said. 
We did a lot of things 
good against a quality 
ball club. Anytime you 
can put 56 points on the 
board and hold an oppo
nent basically scoreless 
all game long, you can’t 
walk away from the game 
disappointed.”

As usual the Bron
cos aggressive offense 
quickly put the Broncos 
on the scoreboard early 
and generated 35 points 
in the first half.

Sonora’s offense had 
a total 576 yards with 
440 passing compared 
to Spearman’s 275 yards 
and 49 yards passing.
The Broncos offense com
pleted 18-24 compared to 
Spearman’s 7-15.

The Broncos defense 
made a total of 98 tackles 
to keep the Lynx out of 
the box.

Quarterback Kaden 
Cordell threw for 390 
yards and three touch
downs during Friday’s 
Area game.

He was 16-21 passing 
and had nine carries 
for 94 yards and two 
touchdowns to add to his 
season record.

Jarrett Jackson was 
on fire catching six 
passes and sprinting 148 
yards total and two touch
downs for the Broncos.

Wesley Dutton 
had four receptions 
for 91 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Abel Cruz ran 60 
yards on three catches.

Igniting the charge, 
Willie Munoz ran a crowd 
pleasing 47 yards on a 
pass from Cordell to find 
paydirt just minutes into 
the first quarter and 
the momentum never 
stopped.

Wesley Dutton fol
lowed with a second Bron
cos 25 yard touchdown on 
a pass from Cordell.

And Sonora took 
off with a 14-0 lead over 
Spearman at the end of 
the first quarter.

In the second quarter, 
Cordell ran 6 yards and 
made the extra point with 
the kick. Minutes later 
fans saw a repeat from 
Cordell with a 4 yard run 
and extra point notching 
the score 28-0 over the 
Lynx.

Also in on the action, 
Jackson scores on a 3 
yard run at the end of the 
second quarter and then 
find paydirt again on a 12 
yard run at the top of the 
third quarter.

Dutton crossed the 
end zone for the second 
time mid-way through 
the third quarter notch
ing a shutout score of 50 -0 
over Spearman.

Down for the final 
points Evan Shannon 
catches a pass and car
ries it across the goal. 
With the extra point by 
Brandon Martinez, the 
Broncos were cruising at 
56-0.

Slipping through the 
Broncos defense a Lynx 
raced across the end zone 
breaking the shutout as 
the final buzzer sounded.

The final score was 
56-8 with the Broncos 
celebrating their 12th win 
this season.

Spearman’s loss ended 
their season at 6-6.

Sonora’s win sets the 
Broncos in line for the 
3A-II Regional playoff 
game against Childress 
this Friday, December 
1st, at Wylie Bulldog Sta
dium in Abilene.

Sonora and Childress 
were opponents in last 
year’s quarter finals as 
well when they rallied 
for a 42-7 victory over the 
last November 2016. Both 
teams will be looking for 
a win this year in hopes 
of moving on in their 
journey to state.

Childress beat Cisco 
42-20 in the second round 
also this past Friday.

SCORE BY QUARTER
SONORA 1 4 -21-15-06  = 56
SPEARMAN 00 - 00 - 00 - 08 = 08

FIRST QUARTER
S O N O R A  —  10:55 W ILLIE  M U N O Z  
47  yd  run on  pass fro m  Kaden  
C ord ell (C onversion G o o d ) 
S O N O R A  —  5:45 W ESLEY D U T 
T O N  25  yd  run  (Conversion G o o d ) 
SECOND QUARTER 
S O N O R A  — 10:57 KA D EN  
CO RDELL 6  y d  run  (Kick G o o d )  
S O N O R A  —  6 :29  K A D EN  '  
CO RDELL 4  yd  run  (Kick G o o d )  
S O N O R A  —  00:10 JARRETT JACK- 
SO N  3 yd  run  (Kick G o o d )
THIRD QUARTER 
S O N O R A  — 7:21 JARRETT JACK- 
SO N  12 y d  run  (Conversion G o o d ) 
S O N O R A  —  5 :00  W ESLEY D U T 
T O N  5 6  yd  run  o n  a pass fro m  
Kaden CordeIKKick G oo d ) 
FOURTH QUARTER 
S O N O R A  —  5:12 EVAN S H A N 
N O N  12 y d  run  o n  pass f ro m  Brian  
V an W in k le  (Kick G oo d ) 
SPEARMAN —  0 0:28  M IL A N  
SALIN A S 38  yd run  (C onversion  
G o o d )

INDIVIDUAL STATS 
RUSHING
S O N O R A  —  Kaden C ord ell 9 -94 ;  
J arre tt Jackson 4 -2 0  
PASSING
S O N O R A  —  K aden Cordell 
16-21 -390  yds; Brian Van W in k le  
2 -3 -5 0  yds 
RECEIVING
SON O R A  —  J arre tt Jackson  
6 -148; W illie  M u n o z  3 -91; M arcos  
T a lam antes  1-38; A b e l C ruz 3 -6 0 ;  
W esley  D u tto n  4 -91; Evan Shan
n on 1-12

Wide receivers Munter Bunch and Brandon Martinez earned the turnover belt for Friday's game 
between Sonora and Spearman, November 24,2017, in Abernathy. The Broncos held the Lynx 
to no pints until the last seconds of the Area playoff match. Sonora celebrated a 56-8 victory 
over Spearman. d a n n y  m e y e r  I t h e  d e v il 'S r iv e r  n e w s

I I:
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C E D A R  W O R K S
Grayden Cedar Works, a producer of 

the essential oil of cedar wood, is 
looking to fill various labor positions:

Boiler Operators 
Maintenance Staff 
Large Equipment Operators 
Material Handling 
Trucking

Medical Insurance, matching 401K

Paying from $12 to $20/hour

Call 325-446-3366 56113.16-27

Evan Shannon catches a touchdown pass from Brian Van Winkle in the fourth quarter of Friday's 
Area playoff game between Sonora and Spearman. The Broncos clinched the Area title with a 
56-9 win over the Lynx. d a n n y  m e y e r  I t h e  d e v il 's  r iv e r  n e w s

Sonora vs. C hildress
Friday, Dec. 1
7:00 p.m. Kickoff

W ylie Bulldog Stadium , A bilene, TX

Listen to the game at KHOS 92.1 FM

Members of the 2017 YMCA Heavy Weight team wave to fans following their Super Bowl 
Championship victory Sunday, November 12, 2017, in San Angelo. Players: Jorge Leija, Jaime 
Buitro, Dylan Ford, Edgar DeLuna, Justin Lozano, Corbin Crenwelge, Zane White, Caleb Sanchez, 
PJ Ramirez, Joshua Lozano, Dailen Luna, Adan Trevino, Julian Zaragoza, Brian Mendoza, Robert 
Rodriguez, Joey Telles, Owen Jones, Carmelo Alviso, Jason Alvarado, Isreal Garcia, Jacob Martinez 
and coaches James Martinez, Tiger Duran, Steven Rocha, and Jason Ford.

I COURTESY PH O TO

Sonora YMCA Heavy Weight Team Competes in Super Bowl
By Pam Crenwelge 

The Mighty Broncos 
of the YMCA Heavy 
Weight team consisting 
of 5th and 6th graders 
played in San Angelo Sta
dium on Sunday, Novem
ber 12,2017.

It was the most excit
ing game of the Super 
Bowl tournament.

Going into double 
overtime the Broncos 
took the win over the San 
Angelo Cowboys 14-13.

Dailen Luna was 
named Most Valuable 
Player of the game.

The Heavy Weight 
team’s overall record this 
season was an impressive 
6-1.

The young athletes, 
including Jorge Leija, 
Jaime Buitron, Dylan 
Ford, Edgar DeLuna, 
Justin Lozano, Corbin 
Crenwelge, Zane White, 
Caleb Sanchez, PJ 
Ramirez, Joshua Lozano,

Dailen Luna, Adan Tre
vino, Julian Zaragoza, 
Brian Mendoza, Robert 
Rodriguez, Joey Telles, 
Owen Jones, Carmelo 
Alviso, Jason Alvarado, 
Isreal Garcia, and Jacob 
Martinez, learned skills 
and worked together as 
a team throughout their 
season.

Most importantly, 
they showed the depth 
of Sonora pride and 
tradition.

8th Grade Colts Fall in Overtime Season Opener
The Sonora eighth 

grade Colts fell in 
overtime 33-37 this past 
Monday, November 20, 
2017, when they hosted 
the Wall Hawks in an 
exciting season opener at 
Sonora Middle School.

Despite only a few 
days of practice to help 
them prepare, the Colts 
put up a fight for the win.

The Colts had a 3 
point lead before a Wall 
player hit a 3 pointer at 
the buzzer to send it to 
overtime.

Sonora’s Fernando 
Gonzales led his team in 
scoring with 13 points.

Alex Renteria and 
Gavin Boggs put up 6 
points each.

Ivan Fuentes had 5 
points and Sean Mungia 
added 3 points to the final 
score.

Playing great defense 
and getting some big 
rebounds for the Colts 
were Christoval Lira and 
Lane Taylor.

Also opening their 
season, the eighth grade

B team feU to the Hawks 
13-36 this past Monday.

Leading his team, 
Sonora’s Guillermo Gar
cia put up 6 points.

Tyler Walther fol
lowed close behind with 5 
points and Rino Hernan
dez had 2 points.

Players Damian Mar
tinez and Mario Fernan
dez assisted in the game.

Following the Holiday 
break, the Colts returned 
to the court Monday, 
November 27th, against 
TLCA in San Angelo.

Lady Colts Dominate the Court
The Sonora Middle 

School Lady Colts took 
on the TLCA Lady Eagles 
this past Monday, Decem
ber 27,2017, in Sonora.

With 29 girls par
ticipating at the 8th 
grade level the Lady Colts 
started games with a C 
team 5-on-5 red and white 
scrimmage that ended in 
a close battle of 8-10.

Scoring in the scrim
mage was Lady Colts’ 
Sinayyah Solis, Kristina 
Zabecki, and Brijida 
Garza.

With determination 
to take the win, the 7th 
grade Lady Colts basket
ball teams took the court 
against the TLCA Lady 
Eagles.

The 7th grade A team 
defeated TLCA 30-11 with 
the help of high scorers 
Montse with 12 points, 
Molly with 10, and Koda 
with eight.

The 7th grade B team 
beat TLCA 30-9 with the 
help of players Alma with 
16 points and Alicia with 
eight.

Both teams did a great 
job working on transi
tioning into a press after 
scoring and working on 
perfecting their zone 
defense said Coach LaTi- 
sha Sheets.

“We still have plenty 
of season left to work on 
implementing our offense 
and getting more points 
on the board, “Sheets

said.
The 8th grade Lady 

Colts came out to get a 
win under their belts as 
well.

The 8th grade B team 
started out the night play
ing man to man defense 
and trying to press on the 
make from the beginning.

The girls transitioned 
into a 1-3-1 zone for the 
second half to improve on 
their trapping.

Eight out of the 11 
players scored against 
the Eagles with the high
est scores from Ariana 
Arispe and Alexandra 
Cardenas with 10 points 
each. Ellie Edwards, 
Mariah Talamantes,
SEE LADY COLTS ON PAGE 10
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Rural Communities’ Untapped Potential for Growth SONORA WEATHER FORECAST

By Don Macke
The primary focus of 

economic development 
across America in recent 
decades has been the 
attraction and retention 
of businesses. Create an 
office park or industrial 
district, offer tax and 
other incentives, and lure 
companies to the site.
Yet for much of America, 
especially the rural com
munities in which I have 
spent much of my life, 
that approach no longer 
works. Companies are 
simply not returning at a 
sufficient rate.

Fortunately, there 
is a better way. It takes 
more time but produces 
business and job growth 
organically that is 
rooted in the assets and 
resources of the local 
community and therefore 
not likely to leave town.

The Startup World’s 
Debt to the Public Sector 
Deep in the Desert, an 
Experiment in Economic 
Development How Cities 
Can Nurture an Indus
trial Renaissance Cities 
and the Lessons of the 
Great Amazon Hunt A 
Tool for Growth That 
Benefits Everyone 

The solution is to 
create a locally defined 
environment or ecosys
tem of entrepreneurship 
“ a culture and structure 
that facilitates the flow 
of ideas, talent and 
resources to start and 
grow businesses that 
relate to a community’s 
specific environment. 
Perhaps surprisingly, 
the very same commu
nities that may not be 
able to attract existing 
companies provide fertile 
ground for startups. I’ve 
seen it happen repeatedly, 
and there’s proof 

The key is for rural 
communities to recognize 
that they have valuable

assets, one of which is 
the very nature of rural 
life. In an increasingly 
congested and imper
sonal world, there is great 
appeal to a close-knit 
community. The qualities 
associated with rural 
life are particularly 
conducive to the creation 
of entrepreneurial eco
systems and the free flow 
of information, skills and 
resources.

The challenge is, 
first, to move away from 
the old approach, which 
is so comfortable for 
many government offi
cials. But that approach 
takes time, energy and 
resources away from cre
ating an entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

Building such an 
ecosystem requires 
assessing local assets and 
resources, engaging peo
ple associated with them, 
and creating mechanisms 
for bringing those people 
and prospective entrepre
neurs together, ensuring 
that the people involved 
are broadly diverse and 
building a collaborative 
vision with energetic 
buy-in.

While the two 
approaches to growth 
could theoretically coex
ist, and may at some level, 
most communities have 
limited resources and 
must choose one or the 
other. That choice is cru
cial but made easier in a 
digital age, when opportu
nities to create dynamic 
local environments exist 
to a remarkable degree.

Entrepreneurial eco
systems offer opportunity 
that any community can 
embrace and pursue, 
especially ones that have 
watched the old approach 
leave them empty-handed. 
Holt County, Nebraska, is 
a great example, and typi
cal of rural communities

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS: Hurricane Recovery
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

their own roofs.”

HUD funds committed
In other hurricane- 

recovery news, the U.S. 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
on Nov. 17 awarded $5 
billion through a commu
nity development block 
grant program support
ing the repair of damaged 
homes, businesses and 
critical infrastructure.

HUD Secretary Ben 
Carson said the agency 
would work with Abbott 
and his staff “to do 
whatever is needed to 
rebuild damaged homes 
and to restore shuttered 
businesses in some of the 
hardest-hit areas of the 
State.”

U.S. Sens. John 
Cornyn and Ted Cruz 
acknowledged the impor
tance of federal disaster 
aid to Texans who are 
continuing to suffer as 
a result of Hurricane 
Harvey and expressed 
support for the programs.

In September, 
President Trump signed 
legislation securing 
$7.4 billion in funding 
for Harvey and major 
disasters, such as Hur
ricane Irma (Florida), 
Hurricane Maria (Puerto 
Rico) and the California 
wildfires.

Court blocks new law
Austin U.S. District 

Judge Lee Yeakel, in a 
Nov. 22 ruling, granted 
permanent injunctive 
relief to abortion provid
ers who have been trying 
to prevent enforcement of 
a law passed last spring 
by the Texas Legislature.

The law would 
require a provider to 
perform an additional 
procedure to ensure fetal 
demise before continuing 
a dilation and evacuation 
abortion. Yeakel, in find
ing for the plaintiffs, said 
the additional procedure, 
which involves a lethal 
injection to a fetus in the

second trimester, would 
be invasive, risky and 
medically unnecessary.

Texas Attorney 
General Ken Paxton said 
the state would fight the 
injunction in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit.

Job growth continues
The Texas Workforce 

Commission on Nov. 17 
reported that the state’s 
economy added 71,500 
seasonally adjusted 
nonfarm jobs in October 
while annual employ
ment growth was 2.6 
percent for the month, 
marking 90 consecutive 
months of annual growth.

The agency also 
touted Texas’ seasonally 
adjusted unemployment 
rate, which fell to 3.9 per
cent and set a record for 
the lowest unemployment 
rate recorded in four 
decades.

Notably, the agency 
pointed out, the leisure 
and hospitality employ
ment category rebounded 
by adding 34,700 jobs in 
October after experienc
ing its largest monthly 
decline in September due 
to hurricane-affected 
business closures. Also, 
in 2017 to date, leisure 
and hospitality has 
gained 41,000 jobs, while 
trade, transportation 
and utilities employment 
grew by 10,300 jobs, and 
professional and business 
services expanded by 
6,300 jobs.

The Amarillo 
and Midland Metro
politan Statistical Areas 
recorded the month’s low
est unemployment rate 
among Texas MSAs with 
a non-seasonally adjusted 
rate of 2.4 percent, fol
lowed by the College 
Station-Bryan MSA with 
a rate of 2.5 percent. The 
Austin-Round Rock and 
Lubbock MSAs regis
tered a rate of 2.6 percent 
for October, Texas 
Workforce Commission 
reported.

in the Great Plains. The 
underlying economy is 
rooted in agriculture 
and ranching with some 
related manufacturing. 
The county’s population 
peaked in 1920, when it 
had 17,000 people; today 
there are 10,000.

I started working 
there in the 1990s, 
when the economy had 
reached a crisis point.
We created a county wide 
economic-development 
group committed to an 
entrepreneurship-focused 
strategy. It took time 
for that strategy to have 
demonstrable impact, but 
between 2007 and 2015 82 
businesses were created 
in the county, according 
to the Nebraska Com
munity Foundation. They 
range from boutiques to 
a hydroponic vegetable 
grower to a copper mug 
manufacturer. Over the. 
same period, 39 existing 
businesses expanded and 
26 transitioned to new 
owners. The 30-year-old 
age cohort grew by 30 
percent.

A recent analysis 
highlights the develop
ment further. Between 
2000 and 2015, employ
ment in Holt County grew 
by 1,272 full and part-time 
jobs. Personal income 
grew by $166,427,000, and 
per-capita income grew 
by $19,887.

Local entrepreneurial 
ecosystems like Holt 
County’s needn’t exist in 
isolation. NetWork Kan
sas, one of the nation’s

most comprehensive 
statewide entrepreneur
ial ecosystems with 
more than 500 resource 
partners, is generating 
impressive results while 
serving primarily small 
communities. Between 
2008 and 2016, NetWork 
Kansas had an impres
sive level of impact: 590 
businesses supported 
with financing resources; 
$300 million in deal flow 
for new business devel
opment; $15 million in 
NetWork Kansas-related 
financing; $285 million in 
other capital leveraged; 
and nearly 3,000 net jobs 
created or saved.

On an even broader 
scale, this June the 
Kauffman Founda
tion, which champions 
entrepreneurship and 
education, convened the 
first-ever ESHIP Summit, 
drawing more than 400 
ecosystem builders from 
48 states, Puerto Rico and 
the District of Columbia, 
plus nine other countries. 
That geographic breadth 
underscores the point 
that ecosystem building 
is relevant across the 
nation and beyond.

Every community has 
assets that are valuable 
to ecosystem building 
and has the potential 
to build a growing 
entrepreneurship-focused 
economy. It doesn’t come 
quickly, but it’s available 
to everyone. That’s some
thing that cannot be said 
of traditional business 
attraction.

' ' S w e e t  P o t a t o  Y u m  Y u m ' '

Debby Murphy has always loved her grand
mother’s Sweet Potato Yum Yum dish. She and 
her family enjot it every year at this time. Debbie 
is an active member of the Sonora Woman’s Club 
and her recipe is featured in the Woman’s Club 
cookbook. Enjoy and Happy Holidays!

3 cups sweet potatoes, cooked & mashed
1/4 cup sugar
2-4 TBSP butter, room temperature
2 eggs, beaten
1 TBSP vanilla

Preheat oven to 350’ Mix ingredients and place 
in casserole dish.

Topping:

3/4 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup flour
1/2 stick butter
1 cup chopped pecans

In small saucepan, melt butter. Add remaining 
ingredients and mix well. Put on top of potatoes. 
Bake 20-30 minutes.

NOVEMBER 
22nd Jim Brisbin

DECEMBER
1st Ruth Espy, Linda 
Wallace, Patsy 
Johnson, Jock Dutton, 
Irene Friess 
2nd Barry Black, 
Olivia Longoria, 
Cassie Krieg, Glen 
Richardson, Kalle 
Mendez, Bobbie Lou 
Mayer
3rd Sam Perez,
Kelly Holder, Gus 
Ward, Frank Lopez, 
Jacob Adams, Jayla 
Williams
4th Darla Lipham,
Joe Fincher, Tabitha 
Sanchez-Abrego 
5th Becki Harris, 
Gary Leonard, Erika 
Cambell, Jaylee 
Martin
6th Kaoja Valkonen 
7th Micah Liggett

Send us your birthdays to 
editor@devilsriver.news

To sponsor the birthday 
list, please call 387-2507 

or email
editor@devilsriver.news

Sonora

Senior Center

Monday December 4
Chicken Spaghetti, 
Broccoli Florets,
Garlic Toast, Peaches 
& Cherries, Oatmeal 
Cookie, Milk 
Tuesday December 5 
Beef Enchiladas, Pinto 
Beans, Salsa, Fiesta 
Corn, Tossed Salad, 
Brownie, Milk 
Wednesday December 6 
Baked Chicken, Au 
Gratin Potatoes, Gravy, 
Green Peas, Roll, Cake, 
Milk
Thursday December 7
Goulash, Mixed 
Vegetables, Wheat Roll, 
Mandarin Oranges, Milk 
Friday December 8 
Chicken Fried Steak, 
Mashed Potatoes, Cream 
Gravy, Green Beans, 
Dinner RoU, Fruit Salad, 
Milk

For transportation to and from 
the center call 

325-387-5657

Th u
11/30
72/47

o
Fall Dayof Sanshine

Sunrise 7:21 a.m. 
Sunset 5:41 p.m.

Fil
12/01
71/47

C i J
Mostlji Sunny

Sunrise 7:22 a.m. 
Sunset 5:41 p.m.

Sat
12/02
74/53

s
Mostly Sanny/Mild

Sunrise 7:23 a.m. 
Sunset 5:41 p.m.

Sun
12/03
75/50

d a '
Passing Homing Sbowei
Sunrise 7:23 a.m. 
Sunset 5:41 p.m.

M on
12/04
73/48

dS'"
CloMis/San

Sunrise 7:24 a.m. 
Sunset 5:41 p.m.

Sponsored By:

Herndon’s Gifts
Ashlie Herndon (325) 387-2222

4 Devil’s River News 
Weekly Rainfall Report 4 4

November 1-30 0.17 in. November 1-30 0.13 in.
October 0.11 in. October 0.07 in.
September 3.83 in. September 3.05 in.
August 1.82 in. August 3.66 in.
July 4.21 in. July 3.79 in.
June 3.07 in. June 0.41 in.
May 3.68 in. May 2.92 in.
April 1.23 in. April 2.48 in.
March 0.79 in. March 1.00 in.
February 1.36 in. February 1.48 in.
January 2 .40 in. January 1.68 in.
2017 Year-to-Date Total 22.67 in. 2017 Year-to-Date Total 20.67 fri.
2016 25.10 in. 2016 29.22 in.
2015 23.87 in. 2015 25.31 in.
2014 14.32 in. 2014 12.72 in.
2013 25.12 in. 2013 25.00 in.
2012 16.06 in. 2012 17.82 in.
2011 11.50 in. 2011 10.49 in.
2010 20.37 in. 2010 17.94 in.
2009 21.67 in. 2009 28.44 in.

Rainfall data coltected at L Q f^  weatliar 
station located 14 mies southeast of Sonora.

data coBected at LCFfA vwalher siaticn 
located 17 miles east-northeast of Sonora.

Texas Farm Bureau Insurance 
Ruth Wallace (325)387-6504

KHOS Radio

TOStMT'S STARS LSCeNeS

HOUSLEY
GROUPRELIABLE °  

HIGH SPEED INTERNET
In

f i lS o n o ra  mfs c i
& West Texas V V I "  ■ "  I 

Re s id e n t ia l , Co m m e r c ia l  & In d u s t r ia l

By

V B I
T e c h n o l o g y ®

325 - 223-3000
WWW.VCITECHNOLOCY.COM

have to be a 
draiiiiiig experience!

F u ll Service in  Sonora
Drain Cleaning • Fbiture Repair & Replacement 

Emergency Repairs • Water Heaters 
Water, Sewer and Gas Re-piping • Fully Stocked Truck 

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS!

325-853-2500 Your Local Licensed Plumber 
M aster Plum ber M-38127

W«n IIOK NEWS?
SUBSCRIBE

TODAY
Get your hometown paper 
delivered to your doorstep 

and have access to our 
premium content online.

Devils Rivep Ni
www.devilsriver.news

http://WWW.VCITECHNOLOCY.COM
http://www.devilsriver.news
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Daddy’s Home by Tony Rubino and Gary Markstein

Dogs o f C-Kennel by Mick and Mason M astroianni

Strange Brew by John Deering Strange Brew by John Deering
c%53tJG 12̂"

Choriie's Ode to luWon

‘‘Knowledge is power" was drummed info my head, 
Which is why I shell out for my son’s higher ed.
And I ’d cheerfully pay for Hits powerful knowledge. 
If he'd soak it up foster while he was in college.
Bvf the grades he sends home on a  regular basis 
Show his battery's charging as slow os mofosses,

So, you see. I've no problem 
with knowledge as power. 

Just the price that I’m paying 
per kilowatt-hour.

Comics Page Sponsored Each Week By

CONCHO BAIL BONDS 
Louie Perez

112 West College Avenue 
San Angelo, TX 76903

(325) 659-7000
(325) 650-1176

•Payment Plans 
Available

• Financing Available
• Free Jail Information Lie. No. 11-04

Speed Bumps byDaveCoverly Speed BumpS byDaveCoverly
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GIVEN BELOW ARE THE fOINT VALUES fOR EACH WORD. YOUR WORDS MUST CORRSaiY MATCH THESE ROINT VALUES
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Devil’s R iver News Classieied Ads
To Place A  Classified  A d , Call Or Come By Our Office...We'll Be Ha|
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HUDSON PROPERTIES
Offices serving the Sonora, Ozona, Eldorado and San Angelo areas

info@msr-hp.com (325) 387-6115

AHENTION HUNTERS
Are you interested in purchasing 

acreage in our area?
We have great options available 
from 65 acres to 11,000+ acres.

White-tail, Axis, Black Buck Antelope, 
Rio Grande Turkey, Hogs 

and much more!
Call today for more information!

View all listings at www.itisr-ltudsonproperties.coni

lilfC  ll||YOiL,GAS,&
Vlllii o i l  I  MINERAL RIBHTS

Both noft'producing and producing
including Non-Psrticlpating Royalty Interest (NPH!)
Provide u$ yo u r desired price fo r an o ffer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO M INERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Uibbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboM inera!sLLC(g)gm ai!.com

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES
PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLYI!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMB IS  A S S IS T IN G  FWAL RELEASE
O F  E S T A T E & A C C O U N T  S E T T L E M E N T  O N  H O U S E S .

liM n !UM..WiEDI17ji

BEFORE CAlliNG: VIEW atwww.ioghomeckeam.ccHn 
Ciick on House PlaiB

Comes with Cmnplete Building Biueprints & 
Construction Manual
Windoi^, Doors, and Roofing not Included 
N O  TIME LIMIT FO R  O EliV ER Y !

A^Rafing

SERK5US ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept

Earn more With Quality!
★  ★  ★  30 YEARS OF SERVICE ★  vv fV

looking for GDI A or B drivers to deliver 
new trucks all over the US and Canada.

Experience preferred. Must have DOT physical and be 
willing ta keep legs. Na DUIs in last 10 years, clean MVR.

Q L g U L y Appiv Online at 
www.qualitvdriveawav.com 

or call 574-642-2023

E M P L O Y M E N T

MOBILE HOMES, RV'S, CABINS, APTS, ALSO MOBILE 
HOME SPACES AND COVERED RV SPACES, ALL CLEAN AND 
QUIET. CALL 361-701-0397 P44-47

3 APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR RENT, 2BR/2BA, $800.00 
PER MONTH PLUS UTILITIES, REFERENCE AND DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED, CALL 325-387-1210 B44-47

LIVE IN THE COUNTRY. 3BR/2BA MOBILE HOME, LOCAT
ED ON NEARBY RANCH, CENTRAL AIR AND HEAT, NO 
PETS, NO SMOKERS, CALL 327-3222 P47-50

GENERAL LABORERS NEEDED, FULLTIME POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. ESTABLISHED CONSTRUCTION COMPANY. 
CONTACT HENRY HENSON 423-368-5214 OR EMAIL 
RECRUITING@JSHAREN.COM.

S E R V I C E S

AFFORDABLE HOUSE LEVELING. PIER AND BEAM, SLAB, 
CRAWL SPACE REPAIR, BRICK AND CONCRETE REPAIR. FREE 
ESTIMATES 325-201-1049. OWNER BOBBY RICHEY. P45-48

NOON TUESDAY 
C lassified Deadline 

20 words $5

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT-THE DEVIL'S RIVER NEWS IS 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF 
PRODUCTION ASSITANT. SUCCESSFUL APPLICANT WILL 
ASSIST WITH EVERY FACET OF PRODUCING A COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER. MUST BE AN ENERGETIC AND HARD WORKER 
WHO IS WILLING TO LEARN AND TAKE DIRECTION. GOOD 
COMMUNICATION SKILLS AS WELL AS COMPUTER SKILLS 
ARE ESSENTIAL. APPLY IN PERSON AT THE DEVIL'S RIVER 
NEWS OFFICE AT 224 E. MAIN STREET IN SONORA.

PLUMBER APPRENTICE/HELPER WANTED. NO EXPERI
ENCE REQUIRED. MUST BE HARD WORKING, GOAL ORI
ENTED AND DEPENDABLE. MUST HAVE GOOD DRIVING 
RECORD AND PASS DRUG TEST. CALL- 325-853-2500.

y W i n ^

ABOVEAVERAGE PAY
Flexible Schedules 
Benefit Packages 
ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE

Apply Online 
www.richesonda.com

TEX A S STAT
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TexSCANWeekof 
November 26,2017

SAWMILLS
Sawmills from only $4,397.00-Make & Save Money 
with your own bandmill -  Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! Free info/DVD: www. 
norwoodsawmills.com. 1-800-578-1363, Ext.300N.

ESTATE SALE
Log Homes -  3 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. 
$17,000; Model #303 Little Rock, bal. $15,000; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans at 
www.loghomedream.com. American Log Homes, 
70+602-3035.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty

Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desbed price for an 
offer evaluation. Call 1-806-620-1422. Lobo Minerals, 
LLC., PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

RECEIVING PAYMENTS
Receiving payments from real estate you sold? 
Get cash now! Call Steve: 1-888-870-2243. www. 
SteveCashesNotes.com.

TRUCK DRIVERS
Driver - CDL A Training. $250 - $500 Incentive 
Bonus. No Out of Pocket Tuition Cost! Get Your 
CDL in 22 Days. 6 Day Refresher Courses Available. 
Minimum 21 Years. 855-755-5545. EOE. www. 
klbndrivingacademy.com.
Quality Drive-Away Inc., Looking for CDL A or 
B drivers to deliver new trucks all over the US and 
Canada. Experience Preferred. Must have DOT 
physical and be willing to keep logs. No DUIs in the 
last 10 years, clean MVR. Apply Online at www. 
qualitydriveaway.com or call 574-642-2023.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
251 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads 

Start At $250 * Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELR The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

ALL REAL ESTATE ADVERTISED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO THE FEDERAL FAIR HOUSING ACT, WHICH MAKES IT ILLEGAL TO ADVERTISE "ANY PREFERENCE, LIMITATION OR DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE OF 
RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, HANDICAP, FAMILIAL STATUS, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN, OR INTENTION TO MAKE ANY SUCH PREFERENCE, LIMITATION OR DISCRIMINATION." STATE AND LOCAL LAWS 
FORBID DISCRIMINATION BASED ON FACTORS IN ADDITION TO THOSE PROTECTED UNDER FEDERAL LAW. WE WILL NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT ANY ADVERTISING FOR REAL ESTATE WHICH IS IN VIO
LATION OF THE LAW. ALL PERSONS ARE HEREBY INFORMED THAT ALL DWELLINGS ADVERTISED ARE AVAILABLE ON AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY BASIS.

B e  a  K o o w — I t — i /  ^
Subscribe Today!
Just 6 0 <  a week mailed in county.

. - ,

T h e  O e v i l ' s  R i v e r  N e w s
In Print & Online - 325-387- 2507 www.devilsriver.news

mailto:info@msr-hp.com
http://www.itisr-ltudsonproperties.coni
http://www.ioghomeckeam.ccHn
http://www.qualitvdriveawav.com
mailto:RECRUITING@JSHAREN.COM
http://www.richesonda.com
http://www.loghomedream.com
mailto:ads@texaspress.com
http://www.ftc.gov/bizop
http://www.devilsriver.news
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State-funded Sensors Tracking Earthquakes in Texas
BY SHANNON NAJMABADI

THE TEXAS TRIBUNE
Three years ago, a 

series of quakes rattled 
North Texas—and some 
residents’ nerves,

Larry Walden, a 
Parker County commis
sioner, remembers a pub
lic meeting at the time 
in which residents com
plained about cracked 
houses, damaged founda
tions and even a hen that 
had stopped laying eggs.

“They were minor 
earthquakes unless 
you’re in an area affected 
by it,’’ Walden said, “Then 
it’s not minor.”

So when a state- 
funded research team 
approached the county a 
year and a half ago about 
installing a sensor to 
track seismic activity on 
a piece of farmland, “we 
were more than happy,” 
Walden said. Local 
officials were eager for 
“some outside agency to 
... hopefully give us some 
feedback as to what was 
going on.”

That sensor, installed 
last year, is just one node 
in a statewide network 
called TexNet that moni
tors quakes and tremors 
across Texas. Run out of 
the University of Texas 
at Austin’s Bureau of 
Economic Geology, the 
program was created by 
the Legislature and Gov. 
Greg Abbott in 2015 after 
a series of temblors shook 
the Dallas-Fort Worth 
region.

Texas saw an uptick 
in quakes starting in 
2008, and a growing body 
of research has linked fos
sil fuel activities -  specifi
cally the injection of oil
field wastewater into the 
ground -  to the shaking. 
Industry representatives 
and state regulators have 
been wary of acknowledg
ing a connection, arguing 
more detailed informa
tion is needed.

That’s where the 
TexNet Seismic Moni
toring program comes 
in. The goal is for the 
network of sensors, now 
collecting data across 
the state, to suss out the 
source of the tremors.

“You have a very

complex issue, and a lot of 
people have tried to over
simplify it,” said Steve 
Everley, a spokesman 
for the industry-funded 
group Texans for Natural 
Gas. “We need to get good 
data; we need to have 
good research. This is a 
program that obviously 
leads us toward that 
goal.”

Peter Hennings, a 
research scientist with 
UT-Austin’s Bureau of 
Economic Geology, said 
initial TexNet data shows 
“earthquakes happening 
in key areas in Texas that 
have really been known 
about for a few years” -  
mainly hubs of oil and 
gas production. As the 
program amasses more 
data, “we’ll be able to 
start to look at the earth
quake rate and ask the 
question, Ts it increasing 
or decreasing in a given 
area?”’ he said. “We’re 
moving pretty swiftly in 
the direction of being able 
to provide answers,”

SOLUTION TO PUZZLE ON PAGE 4

A “vexed relationship”
Scientists have 

long established that 
injecting fluid deep 
underground -  a tech
nique used to dispose of 
oilfield wastewater -  can 
trigger earthquakes.
And in recent years, 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and 
researchers at Texas uni
versities have pointed to 
the wastewater disposal 
process as a likely cul
prit behind shaking in 
the state.

Cliff Frohlich, a 
senior research scientist 
at the University of Texas 
at Austin who has studied 
seismicity for decades, 
said “some companies in 
[the] industry have been 
very forward-looking 
about getting some of 
their best people working 
on this,” while “others 
have stuck their heads 
in the sand or been very 
secretive.”

The Texas Railroad 
Commission, the state’s 
oU and gas regulator, 
also has seemed to have 
a “vexed relationship” 
with the issue, Frohlich 
said. The commission 
has panned much of the 
research linking quakes 
to oU and gas activities. 
But in 2014, the agency 
approved regulations 
requiring disposal well 
operators to submit more 
geographical informa
tion and hired a staff 
seismologist.

“There’s been. I’d 
say, a difference between

Santa Is On 
His Way!

Meet him at The Bank Trust for 
pictures and Christmas goodies

Thursday, December 7th 
The Bank & Trust 

5 to 7:30 p.m.

their sort of public face on 
that and their activities,” 
Frohlich said.

The regulations 
allow for permits to be 
amended or wells shut 
down due to seismicity. 
Since they took effect, the 
commission has received 
114 disposal well applica
tions in “areas of historic 
seismicity,” said Ramona 
Nye, a spokeswoman 
for the commission, in 
an emailed statement.
Of those, 60 were issued 
with special conditions, 
including some related 
to injection volumes and 
pressure. Another 15 of 
the applications were 
returned or withdrawn,

“The commission 
has long recognized the 
possibility of induced 
seismicity related to fluid 
injection; that’s why the 
[commission] has in place 
some of the most strin
gent rules in the nation 
to address the issue,” she 
said.

Everley, the Texans 
for Natural Gas spokes
man, credited the 
Railroad Commission’s 
regulatory overhaul with 
a subsequent decline in 
earthquakes in the state. 
In a risk assessment for 
2017, the U.S. Geological 
Survey said the odds that 
a manmade earthquake 
would hit Texas this year 
had plummeted. The 
year before, the state was 
pegged as the third-most 
at-risk for them, behind 
only Oklahoma and 
Kansas.

But Luke Metzger, the 
director of the advocacy 
group Environment 
Texas, said that the oil 
and gas industry -  backed 
by government regula
tors -  continues to down
play the link between 
quakes and disposal 
wells. There’s already a 
“body of science,” he said; 
officials should now be 
taking steps to reduce the 
risk, such as recycling 
fracking water instead 
of injecting it into the 
ground.

“Better data, better 
information”

While the Railroad 
Commission oversees 
more than 8,000 deep 
disposal wells in Texas, 
Hennings said “just a 
tiny number of that 8,000” 
have been associated with 
earthquakes. TexNet’s 
role is not “to try to pin 
individual wells as prob
lems,” he said. “We’re 
looking at the process.”

The TexNet program’s 
creation in 2015 came 
with a $4.5 million infu
sion from the state. With 
it, program leaders were 
able to buy dozens of 
seismometers -  devices 
that monitor earthquakes 
-  and bring on a team of

Idle American
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Uncle Mort finds himself 
in as the holiday season 
begins. “I miss the good 
old days when conversa
tions were about out
comes of football games 
rather than lawsuits or 
player fines,” he moaned. 
“And customers leaving 
their latch strings out for 
Fed-Ex are liable to lose 
them in the same swoops 
thieves make to grab 
their outdoor Christmas 
lights.”...

He believes Ameri
cans will continue to 
clamor for organic foods, 
no matter the cost. They 
may stop short, he claims, 
of buying a certain brand 
of turkey, purchase of 
which provides a written 
history of the bird from 
the egg to the processing 
plant.

“We are past satura
tion points, and now face 
daunting tasks of accept
ing less information. 
Currently, on every front 
I can think of, we’ve got 
way too much of it,” Mort 
concluded....

TexNet has placed sensors in seismic-sensitive areas across the state. The nearest sensor to Sonora 
is located just southeast of Junction, There is also a sensor about 32 miles west of Eldorado on 
the edge of Buckhorn Draw Just north of U.S. 190, as well as others northeast of Del Rio, near 
Richland Springs, and northwest of Sterling City on the north side of U.S. 87.

ILLUTRATIO N BY BUREAU O F E C O N O M IC  G EO LO G Y | U T/A U STIN

researchers to wrangle 
the collected data into 
useable insight.

Two years later, the 
program has placed a 
grid of those sensors 
across the state. An inter
active website that went 
live in October streams 
data from those monitor
ing stations to show every 
quake with a magnitude 
of 1.5 or greater.

Alexandros Savvai- 
dis, a research scientist 
at the Bureau of Eco
nomic Geology, spent 
months meeting with 
landowners and scout
ing out possible sites for 
the sensors, which track 
when and how much the 
ground shakes.

“We had 18 stations 
before TexNet,” Sav- 
vaidis said, referencing 
seismometers operated by 
Southern Methodist Uni
versity researchers and 
the U.S. Geological Sur
vey, a federal agency that 
generally tracks earth
quakes with a magnitude

of 2.5 and greater.
“Now, in 2017, we 

have almost another 60” 
monitoring stations in 
the state, Savvaidis said. 
Permanent stations are 
spread evenly across the 
state like a backbone, 
Savvaidis said, while tem
porary stations have been 
deployed to places that 
reported seismic activity 
in recent years, includ
ing the oil-rich Permian 
Basin.

“The new network 
will give us the possibil
ity to work more on the 
seismicity -  to have better 
data, better information, 
that will help us under
stand this phenomenon,” 
he said.

Todd Staples, presi
dent of the Texas Oil & 
Gas Association, an 
industry trade group, 
said the Legislature was 
smart to fund the TexNet 
program. Petroleum 
industry groups have 
also contributed more 
than $1 million to related

research efforts.
“The data being 

produced is a good 
resource for academia 
and industry,” Staples 
said in a statement. “All 
Texans benefit from good, 
science-based research.” 

Frohlich said seismic
ity research in Texas 
can be divided into 
two eras; pre- and post- 
TexNet. If the program 
continues to be funded, 
he said, it’s “going to be a 
huge change in the way 
earthquake activity can 
be met, managed and 
analyzed.”

“I can’t say we’ve 
solved the induced 
earthquake problem,” he 
said, “but we know a lot 
of things that we didn’t 
know before.”

This article originally 
appeared in The Texas 

Tribune at https:// 
www.texastribune. 

org/2017/11/24/website- 
tracks-tremors-across- 

state/.

LADY COLTS:
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Jarixa De Luna, Caro
lina Elizondo, Briana 
Espinosa, and Amaris 
Jimenez contributed 
points in the victory over 
the Eagles with a final 
score of 42-5.

Last to hit the floor 
for the night was the 8th 
grade A team.

The girls held the 
Eagles to a scoreless 
game until the fourth 
quarter.

Leading the scoring 
for the Lady Colts was 
Kodi Davis with 11 points. 
Jina Dooley, Jackie Tor
res, Abby Bennie, Abi 
Fuentes also added to the 
29-4 victory over TLCA.

“The girls will con
tinue to work on their 
knowledge of the game 
and skill set throughout 
the season. We will look 
to fine tune our offense 
and defenses and master 
the press before the end of

the season, Sheets said.
Next, the Lady Colts 

play the Grape Creek 
Lady Eagles Thursday, 
December 7,2017, in 
Grape Creek.

Games are set for 5:30 
p.m. for 7th grade A and 
8th grade B followed by 
the 8th grade A and 7th 
grade B at 6:30 p.m.

Everyone is encour
aged to make the trip, fill 
the stands and cheer for 
the Lady Colts.

Tips to Avoid Holiday Hazards for Pots
By Julia Jones, Active 
Canines

It’s that wonderful 
time of year once again, 
when yummy foods and 
festive decor can mean 
danger for your four
legged fur babies.

Items including tur
key bones, holiday wrap
ping paper, ribbon for 
packages, tinsel for the 
tree and glass decorations 
low enough for a tail or a 
snout to reach are com
mon hazards for pets.

We’re talking about
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turkey entrapment or 
ham bone hazards during 
the holiday season.

Remember the scene 
in A Christmas Story 
when the Bloodhounds 
come running through 
the house with a 
destroyed turkey dinner?

Oh, how your dog’s 
eyes will glisten and beg 
for just one bite or a bone 
when the dinner is done.

But, do not give in to 
those sad and sorrowful 
looking eyes.

Turkey and chicken 
bones are small and 
can splinter into tiny 
shards when your dog is 
crunching and enjoying 
them resulting in an 
emergency trip to the vet. 
Bone shards can cause 
damage to a pets tummy 
and intestine and surgery 
is sometime necessary

Instead, a piece or two 
of bite-sized meat would 
be a perfect treat for your 
furry friend, assuming 
there are no food allergies 
to consider for your pet.

Make your pet work 
for that delicious morsel 
with a “Sit” or “Down” 
command, or any cue/ 
trick, before giving it to 
him.

Your dog will enjoy 
the treat that much more.

Of course, don’t forget 
about that swinging tail!

A dog’s tail can knock 
off a fragile or glass orna
ment from your tree or 
table faster than you can 
catch.

This too can casue 
injury to pets.

Cats are just as vul
nerable as dogs during 
the holiday season.

Thin ribbon, string 
and tinsel maybe fun for 
you to tease and play with 
your kitty, but you should 
use caution with these 
items.

Shiny tinsel can catch 
the eye of your cat and 
cause a serious choking 
hazard.

Thin ribbon, string or 
tinsel, if swallowed by a 
cat or dog, can bunch and 
twist in the stomach and 
intestines also sending 
your pet for an emer
gency trip to the vet.

As with dogs, a cat can 
Eilso knock off a fragile or 
glass ornament thinking 
it’s a fun toy.

With a little pet proof
ing, everyone can have a 
happy and merry holiday 
season.

Remember to consult 
your veterinarian for any 
questions or emergency 
involving your pet.
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