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By Butch Taylor
This day started out like 

most days in Sutton County. 
As the sun rose over the hori
zon the landscape was illumi
nated with a diffused light that 
added a softness to the land
scape. Birds were signing, 
the sun was shining, and the 
folks in town went about their

day. For the moment nothing 
seemed different but actually 
there was a big difference.

Two days before and dur
ing the night there had been 
a dry-lighting storm move 
across Sutton County far west 
of Sonora. During this storm 
a lightning strike hit the top of

a large live oak tree. As the 
lightening traveled down to 
the base of the tree it ignited a 
dead limb that smoldered for 
a couple of days. The fire in 
the tree started out small, just 
barely smoldering, but later 
the humidity dropped and 
the wind picked up and the

Friendship, Exercise 
Recipe Swapping

By Sarah Teaff, Direc
tor o f Wellness-lAWidin M. 
Hudspeth Memorial Hospital

Summers are a special time 
for The Health and Wellness 
Center. We get to celebrate 
another year of helping our 
community live a more active 
lifestyle. For one particular 
group, it marks another year 
of friendship, exercise, and 
recipe swapping. Not many 
women get excited about 
donning a swimsuit and hop
ping in the water in full view 
of the entire Wellness Center, 
but this group does; because 
it turns out that once they start 
visiting, nothing else mat
ters. . .sometimes not even the 
instructor! For nine years this 
amazing group of women has 
committed to living a more 
active lifestyle and all can tes
tify to its benefits. Many of 
the class resides right here in 
Sonora, but many come from 
as far as Eldorado and Ozona 
to participate. They have sup
ported each other through 
broken bones, illnesses, and 
surgeries; they have cheered 
when grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren are bom 
and are there for each other as 
those same children say their 
first words, go to college or 
begin lives of their own. And

for me, they have become my 
mothers, therapists, and best 
friends.

Before you read on, I do 
not want to suggest that these 
ladies don’t work hard, be
cause they do. They are un
doubtedly the hardest work
ing group that comes through 
the Wellness Center. For at 
least 45 minutes we exercise 
to strengthen our hearts and 
work our muscles. It just so 
happens we tell a lot of sto
ries at the same time. And roll 
call is essential...we cannot 
get started unless everyone is 
accounted for; whether they 
are in the pool, have taken a 
trip, or have not been feeling 
well. It is not a complete class 
unless Gaile is chattering 
with someone in a comer or 
Fae is asking what movement 
we are on (because she is 
talking to Gaile) or Beverly is 
giving advice about comput
ers or cameras (she is one of 
the sharpest women I know), 
while Carol is excited to 
share a new recipe she tried. 
We each have our distinct ex
pertise! And we are excited 
about sharing our lives each 
time we reunite every Mon
day, Wednesday, and Friday. 
If you were to ask them about 
class, I am sure they will tell

fire grew. Eventually parts 
of the burning limb fell to the 
ground and with sufficient 
wind and dry fuel, the fire 
started. In a lot of ways this 
fire actually started years be
fore when everyone stopped 
controlling cedar. For years 
(from the late 1880s until 
early in the decade of 1990) 
Sutton County ranchers had 
managed their land with live
stock and used bmsh clearing 
techniques such as mechani
cal, chemical, goats, and fire. 
But recently more and more 
land had been sold to non- 
traditional landowners who 
did not manage livestock or 
only kept a few animals in or

der to maintain their livestock 
tax exemption. Many others 
did not even mn livestock 
anymore but chose to manage 
for just wildlife and were able 
to obtain a wildlife exemption 
for tax evaluation purposes. 
These new landowners and 
even some of the older gener
ation seemed not to care that 
as time had passed, there was 
a big change in the vegetation. 
More and more cedar began to 
dominate the landscape and it 
had gotten so thick in some 
areas, that the land no longer 
could even be ranched. This

Continued on Page 2

you about how much fun they 
have. Sometimes the laughter 
and chatter is so loud that it 
drowns out my voice com
pletely and that is okay with 
me. Because, it is not their 
job to remember that with 
each class, they are getting 
stronger and fitter. It is my 
job to remind of them of that, 
it is their job to commit and to 
have fun. What I don’t harp 
on a lot in class is that for the 
last nine years these women 
have inspired me; they have 
helped me to understand that 
adversity is only temporary 
and that it is your outlook 
that is important...and with
out their guidance and sup
port I would not be as sane 
as I am today. So, if you run 
into them and they tell you 
about class, cheer them on... 
because they would do the 
same for you.

If you would like to join us 
for a class, we start at 8:30am 
every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. Please call our 
friendly staff at 387-2521 if 
you have any questions about 
the Wellness Center or any 
other services provided by 
Lillian M. Hudspeth Memo
rial Hospital.

ALERRT Training

Sonora Police Department recently hosted Active Shooter 
training. Many agencies attended the two day training hosted 
by Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training, 
ALERRT, and Texas State University. Agencies included 
Sonora PD, Sutton County Sheriff’s Office, TXDPS, Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Game Warden, Sterling County Sheriff’s 
Office, Schleicher County Sheriff’s Office, Winkler County 
Sheriff’s Office, Crockett County Sheriff’s Office, Reagan 
County Sheriff’s Office, and Fort Stockton PD.
The two day training funded by the Department of Justice 
brought a level of training that is the national standard for the 
United States. This training is not limited to a school shooting 
but covers an active shooter event in various situations. We 
were fortunate in that Sonora ISD allowed us to use the High 
School setting for our training. With recent tragedies begin
ning with Columbine High School and more recently Virginia 
Tech and Sandy Hook Elementary, this training was devel
oped to better our frontline for patrol officers in the event that 
an active shooter situation occurs. The skills that officers re
ceived can be applied everyday while protecting the public in 
our small community. The mentality of “we are a small town 
and it will never happen here” will lead us down a dangerous 
road if we do not train for an event like this. We pray that we 
never have to use this skill set but we as a community should 
feel better knowing that the first Officers on scene could make 
the difference during a life changing event.
Sonora Police Department would also like to thank the fol
lowing sponsors of our two-day Active Shooter Training. 
Our sponsors included Stripes 266, Stripes Subway, Frito Lay 
Ronnie Bowers, Mathews Processing & World Class Taxider
my, Nabors, Sonora Gold Course, and Sonora ISD.

804879369547



Page 2 The PeviFs River News • Thursday, August 22, 2013

Senior Center Activities
Thurs.
Fri.
Mon.
Thes.
Wed.

Senior Center Menu
Thurs.
Fri.
Mon.
T\ies.
Wed.

**ALL MEALS SERVED WITH MILK**

Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older. 
Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m. 

Donations are accepted 
(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;

$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).

^ o n o r a

( ^ n u r c n
L ^ ir e c t o m

Primera Iglesia Bautista
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

Church of Christ
304 N. Water 

387-3190

First Baptist Church
11 E. Oak 
387-2951

St. John’s Episcopal Church
404 E. Poplar 

387-2955Lighthouse Community Church
1705 N. Crockett 

387-9100
First United Methodist Church

201 N. WaterSt. Ann’s Catholic Church
229 W. Plum 

387-2278

Jehovah’s Witness
310 St. Ann’s St 

387-5658/387-5518

Faith Apostolic Church
120 N. Concho Ave. 

206-0277

387-2466

Casa Del Altarero 
Asamblea De Dios

306 W. 4th St 
325-226-1789

Brought to you by: 
Kerbow Funeral Home

387-2266

------------ \
SUTTON COUNTY 

HEALTH FOUNDATION

Help preserve quality healthcare 
locally for generations to come through 

Bequests, Donations, Memorials,
Gifts o f Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities, 

RO, Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950 
All contributions are 100% deductible

www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org
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lUm^Xy. Elkhalili, Omar 
Basem arrested for Travis 
County Warrant FAIL TO 
IDENTIFY GIVING FALSE 
FICTITIOUS INFORMA
TION

8/13/2013: Mojica, Joel ar
rested for Val Verde County 
Warrant ASSAULT CAUSES 
BODILY INJURY

8/14/2013: Reyes, Maxi- 
miano G arrested for Bexar 
County Warrant THEFT

8/14/2013: Samaniego, 
Andrea Maria arrested for 
POSSESSION OF DRUG 
PARAPHERNALIA

8/16/2013: Reynosa, Brenda 
arrested for ASSAULT 
CAUSES BODILY INJURY 
FAMILY VIOLENCE & 
OBSTRUCTION HIGHWAY 
PASSAGEWAY

Death Notice
Sonora- Minnie Alice Skin- will be Tuesday, Aug.20, Robert Lee and daughter San- 
ner,97, of San Angelo died 2013 at 1:00p.m. in Sonora dra Gulden of San Angelo. 
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2013 in El- Cemetery. Survivors include 
dorado. Graveside services son James Harley Skiimer of

Main Street Traffic
William Chris Vineyards 

is pleased bring a true taste 
of the Texas Hill Country to 
beautiful Sonora, and will 
pour wines from their award
winning portfolio on Septem
ber 21 at Sonora’s Premier 
Wine Tasting.

What began as an acquain
tance as wine makers in the 
Hill Country became a col
laboration between Bill 
Blackmon and Chris Brun- 
drett, focusing on a shared 
wine making philosophy. As 
the word ‘winegrowers’ im
plies, Bill and Chris agree 
that great wines are not made 
but grown. They also believe 
that wine should be inspired 
by the pleasure that is shared 
with an extended community 
of friends and family. The 
creation of each new vintage 
depends greatly upon these 
two priorities. Bill and Chris

bottled their first vintage un
der the William Chris label 
in 2008, utilizing Old-World 
wine making techniques to 
create d genuine expression 
of the Texas Hill Country’s 
distinctive terroir. The Old- 
World method integrates 
farming, tradition, and local 
culture, and Bill and Chris 
kept this' in mind as they 
sought out a property to build 
their winery. Deciding on a 
pioneer farm settlement in the 
historic town of Hye, Texas, 
turned the 1905 farmhouse 
into a tasting room. With the 
winery and expanded facili
ties completed in 2011, they 
planted the Hye Estate Vine
yard next to the winery 2012. 
Bill and Chris farm and part
ner with quality vineyards 
across Texas, from The High 
Plains to the Hill Country, 
including the new Brundrett

Continued from Front Page: The Day Hell Let Loose In Sonora
woody plant increase had also 
led to tremendous declines in 
the local wildlife populations. 
Some of the old timers used 
to tell about how many deer 
were around, tragically those 
stories have become a part of 
local legend.
As the cedar forest had grown 
thicker there was less mois
ture from rain that was able to 
reach the soil. Scientists have 
done studies that have shown 
that about 50% of the rainfall 
that falls on a cedar tree does 
not reach the ground (it is in
tercepted by the foliage in the 
canopy or litter under the can
opy and evaporated into the 
atmosphere). At the time this 
may not have meant much to 
the people living in town, but 
that was about to change.
The fire was small at first 
but quickly grew as the wind 
picked up from the west. A 
strong front was approach
ing the area, moving in from 
the north, and a west wind is 
normal prior to the arrival of 
a front. The fire quickly in
creased in speed and intensity 
with the dry west wind and

spread over a large area be
fore the wind shifted out of 
the north. This wind-shift had 
created a large fire-front and 
Sonora was in the direct path 
of the storm.
For the past 12-months Sutton 
County had been in a drought. 
Rainfall had been less than 
half of the long-term aver
age which meant that actu
ally only 25% of the average 
water had reached the ground. 
Because of this dryness, most 
plants were dormant and had 
low moisture in their tissues. 
Cedar in particular was dry. 
Even in drought conditions 
cedar continues to pump wa
ter from the soil and release 
moisture from its tissues. 
When cedar moisture drops 
below 60% it becomes very 
volatile. In fact a dry cedar 
tree can react like a can of 
kerosene when exposed to 
heat and if it reaches ignition 
it can release the same amount 
of energy. The fire was large 
enough now to create its own 
wind, sucking in oxygen to 
feed its ravenous appetite for 
more fuel. Flame lengths

were reaching 50-feet into 
the trees from the head fire. 
Firebrands (burning pieces of 
grass, wood, etc.) were travel
ing hundreds of feet into the 
air and starting new spot fires 
ahead and to the sides of the 
fire front. Soon the horizon 
was covered with smoke and 
particulate matter, both her 
ing lifted high into the atmo
sphere. It looked like a tidal 
wave of flame and smoke was 
about to crash Oiito the shores 
of our city. The Sutton Coun
ty Volunteer fire department 
quickly and bravely showed 
up at the fire, but this fire was 
different from anything they 
had ever seen before. While 
it was a gallant and brave ef- 
fort-it ultimately was futile.

Family Estate vineyard in San 
Angelo. William Chris Vine
yards is open 7 days per week 
in Hye, Texas, about 20 miles 
east of Fredericksburg on US 
Highway 290. With live mu
sic every Saturday, a shaded 
deck, a beautiful heritage oak 
grove and an acclaimed wine 
card, William Chris Vineyards 
is a true Hill Country Wine 
experience like no other. "We 
are pleased to share a piece of 
our world"

Tickets for this event will 
available for purchase at the 
Main Street office. Mercantile 
on Main, Hodgepodgees, Sew 
Addicted, Gypsy Chix, and 
Serendipity Beauty Boutique.

The Friends of Historic 
Sonora Main Street Program 
105 N. Concho Ave. * 325- 
387-2248 * fhsmainstreet@ 
verizon.net

The U.S Forest service has 
had experience with fires like 
this and they determined that 
any time the flame length is 
greater 10-feet any kind of di
rect fire fighting is unlikely to 
be successful. Even though 
fire fighters from numerous 
communities around Sutton 
County, including the Texas 
Forest Service had arrived on 
the scene, their efforts proved 
to be fruitless. In fact, they 
were working extremely hard 
just to keep their equipment 
and themselves from being 
added to the fuel of the fire. 
Because of high winds, the 
helicopters and large tankers 
were not able to fly and drop
Continued on Page 3
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Hot Weather Problems 
For The Gardener
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By Pascual Hernandez^ 
Sutton County Agricultural 
Extension Agent

Continued From Front Page: 
Loose in Sonora 
fire retardant on the fire 
front. The momentum of 
the fire carried it across dry 
streams and over the tops of 
hills and through ravines. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
acres were burning and the 
fire front by now stretched 
over 50-miles. As night ap
proached, the fire started 
to slow down and it almost 
stopped as if it were rest
ing. But the next day the 
fire woke from its sleep and 
as the humidity dropped 
and the wind picked up, 
the fire continued to spread 
across the landscape seek
ing more fuel for its raven
ous appetite. And there 
was plenty of fuel (dry ce
dar fuel) because after years 
of bum bans, low numbers 
of goats, and the perception 
that prescribed fire was bad, 
the cedar had reached epic 
proportions. Besides the
large plume of smoke on 
the horizon, the first evi
dence of the fire in Sonora 
was light whiffs of smoke. 
Then larger amounts of 
choking smoke boiled into 
town. The evacuations be
gan with people that have 
respiratory problems. Soon 
the sun was eclipsed with 
dense clouds of smoke and 
it became difficult to see 
across the street. Visibil
ity had gotten so bad that 
wrecks were occurring on 
Interstate 10 and even some 
vehicle accidents had been 
reported on state hwy 277. 
It had gotten so bad that 
all traffic was stopped into 
and out of Sonora. There 
weren’t enough ambulances

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING TO DISCUSS 
BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX RATE

The Sonora IND School Distric! will hold a public meeting at 5:30 PM 08;28/'20l3 in B©ARD ROOM, VOCATIONAL 
BUH.,DING, 805 PROSPECT SONORA, TEXAS. The purpose of this mcetlo® is to dtscoss the school district's budget that 
will determiae the tax rate that will be adopted. Public participatioa in the discussioa is invited.

The tax rate that is ultimately adopted at this meeting or at a separate meeting at a later date may not exceed the proposed rate 
shown below unless the district publishes a revised notice containing the same information and comparisons set out below and 
holds another public meeting to discuss the revised notice.

As if drought weren’t enough, high temperatures also bring 
other problems for gardens and landscapes. This time of year 
keeps gardeners busy. Here are a few common problems you 
may be encountering.

Tomato blossom drop is very common with high summer 
temperatures. Tomatoes will drop blossoms when daytime 
temperatures in the summer are above 90 degrees F, so it 
should come as no surprise as we’ve been in the 100 degree 
range. There is really nothing you can do except to wait for 
cooler temperatures.

We get calls from gardeners who have cracked tomatoes or 
just-ripening tomatoes with a large black spot on the blossom 
end. The problem is blossom-end rot and it is not a disease. 
The major cause of this condition is fluctuating levels of soil 
moisture during dry spells. The cracking is also caused by 
uneven growing due to inconsistent watering. So watering 
your plants consistently with one inch of water per week will 
help. Using mulches will also help.

You should also keep a lookout for other problems. One is 
pests. Check pecan trees for shuck worm, stink bug and black 
aphids and spray ONLY if needed. You should also continue 
to irrigate trees for kernel filling and stress reduction.

Yellowing of lawns is also common. Most of the time it will 
be on account of iron deficiency. Iron and sulfur products 
will correct yellowed chlorotic foliage. Be careful using iron 
products Ground sidewalks as they main stain.

Now before you get completely discouraged, relief is around 
the comer. We’re practically in September, and if things go 
well, our September rains will come. Before you know it, 
tomatoes in the garden will again retain their blooms and pro
duce fmit into November or first frost. So hang in there.

For additional information or help, contact the Sutton County 
Extension Office at 387-3101.

MiiotensBceTax
ScliDoi Debt Service Tax Approved by Locii Voten $0.050000 /UOO (hepMed rate to bonded indebtedness)

Cemparisoit of Proi^scd Budget with Lsst YatP* BttdMIi
The î pHcabie percentage inoease or 
amount 
categodes:

Maintenance and operatitMts 
Debt service 
Tote! expenditures

the

% (increase) or 
5ftrtixsrawW

■4,390000% (decrease) 
-̂ 0330000% (decrease) 
‘9.240000% (decrease)

Total Appraised Yalite tod Total Taxabki V«luc 
(as eaiculated imder soctioii Tax Code)

Preceding Tax Year
Total appraised value* of allproperty 1775313402
Total appraised value* of new propwiy* * $2(222»795
Total taxable value* • * of all property $74di028,977
Total taxable value*** of new pn̂ terty** $1̂ 992*302

’Appraised is thesnuoum tiwwn on the ĵprsisei roil snd deffnsd ty Sseeon Cod*.
'New propetQ'* is defined by Sectioo 26;0)2(i'n Tix Code,
"TlouWevidoe* is defined by Section LCM(10),'&x Code. ...................  ................

Current Tax Year 
$673,940356 

$4,991,050 
$623,034381 

$4,612360

Total amount of outstanding and unpaid bonded iodebtê Mos; $1,425,000

Comparison o f Proposed Rates w itliL a it Y iar!t RatM  
M itatsM a»..4  la iig ia t,#

OperatioBO SIbMbb l^Bd* Tptal Per Student Per Studlent
Last Tern's Rate $1.040000 $0.050000* $1.090000 $8,174 $3,927
Rate to Maintain Same 
Level o f Maintenance & ,
Operatiems Revenue &
Pay Debt Service $1.045890 $0,051270* $1.097160 $7,559 $4,695
Proposed Rate $1.040000 $0.050000* $1.090000 $7J^2l $4,689

* Tte Interest a  Sinking Fund tax TBvensK is used: to pay ite  bonded inddbcednm on «iai»tnirak«v aquipmeat, or b>(^
The twnite, and dte tsat m e «iece»ary to pty those bonds, wete approved by ttic of distn<4,

-S!............................................................................................................ ................... .................. ........ ..... .................... ......................
Compariaim a f g  ropasod Lfyy w itli Laat Rofidgacfi

I i l f  TtlTT This Year
Average Market Value o f Residences $t6«236 $86,061

Average Taxable Value o f Residences $54,070 $54,026

Last Yearns Rate Vera us Proposed Rate pec $1QQ Value $1.090000 $1.090000
Ttetes Due on Avteage Residence |^89JI6 $588.88
Iftccease (Decrease) in Taxes $0.00 $-048

Uniler state law, ttte dollar amount of achool texes impeaed ok tiw riiMleaee honacetend of a {tenon 6S years of age or 
older or of tbe surviving spouse of sneb a parson. If die surviving afurauw was 5S years of age or older when the person 
died, may not be faicrest^ above tbe amount fmld in teie ym r after the person tnmed 65, regardteM of changes in tax
rate or prcqperty value.

Mottee of Rollback Rate: The higheat tax rate tea dMteiet ctui adopt halMni: reqpiriag vocer approval at nu eieetton is 
1.09169S, Tbli elocttoa will be automatleaBy held tf tea dlMrict adopta a rate la exeeae of tee roltfaack rate of 1.091695.

FyftdBilittiMi
The following estimated balances vdl! remain a t ifaei end o f tee current fiscal year andtne not encumbered wite^o by a 
eorresptmdiitg debt obiigstion, less estimated funde neeesaaay for rqperateigteediatriot before receipt of tee first stme aid 
pigment:

Maintenanoc and OpteilkHis Fund DxlwnceCi) $12,145,035
IntensstdtStnidhgFUudjBaianeeCs) $847,915

The Day That Hell Broke

to carry all of the critically 
injured to the Hudspeth 
Hospital and eventually the 
hospital had to be evacu
ated anyway. As the fire 
front came over the tops of 
the hills and just at the city 
limits the intense heating 
near the ground was ris
ing in an upward-spiraling 
motion (like a chimney). 
This created a firewhirl. 
(In forests, firewhirls have 
been know to twist off trees 
more than 3-feet in diame
ter. They can pick up burn
ing embers and spew them 
far across the fire line and 
they can create winds that 
exceed 70 mph.) As the 
firewhirl traveled through 
Sonora both large and small 
burning pieces of wood 
were scattered throughout 
the community. Some of 
the large, burning limbs 
were thrown through win
dows and some of the limbs 
passed through the outside 
walls and roofs of homes. 
As more buildings caught 
on fire in town the inten
sity of the fire stonn grew 
with winds reaching over 
90-miles per hour. The fire 
front passed through Sonora 
rather quickly but the struc
tures in town continued to 
bum during the night. As 
the temperature cooled, 
cold air moved down into 
Sonora and pushed the 
warm air in an upward di
rection causing an inver
sion. This held the smoke 
in and on top of Sonora 
all night. Very few people 
were able to withstand the 
dense cloud of smoke and 
most had to leave. As 
one old-time resident of 
Sonora looked around him
self white flakes of burned 
juniper drifted down from 
the sky and settled on his 
smoke saturated hat. He 
lamented “how could this 
happen?”

Epilog
What you just read was 
a glimpse into a possible 
future. This future has a 
low probability of actually 
coming into reality for two 
reasons. First is that the ge
ography of Sutton County 
makes a catastrophic fire 
a long shot, and second 
is that the rangeland has 
been managed to reduce 
the amount of cedar. Just 
because it’s a long shot 
doesn’t mean that the peo
ple living in town don’t 
have to worry about this 
possible scenario. That’s 
what the folks in Rising 
Star and Bastrop thought 
before a fire destroyed their 
towns. Remember-what 
happens out in the country 
directly effects what hap
pens in town!

Despite decades of ac
cumulating scientific evi
dence that fire is critical for 
maintaining the health and 
function of grassland eco
systems in Texas, fire has 
not been restored as a fun
damental tool for most of 
the landscape. The result 
has been a widespread ce
dar growth and the destme- 
tion and productivity of 
ranch land and the increase 
in wildfire danger. Smokey 
Bear has done too good 
of a job of selling the idea 
that fire is bad. Isn’t it time 
to take the shovel out of 
Smokey’s hand and replace 
it with a drip torch?

Sutton County Friends of NRA Safe Full of Guns rattle is under
way!' licked WSIO wifii one winner taking home four 
iireatins, to include tn AR-15, and a 10 gun fire resistant safe. 
Tickets may be purchased at Buck N Bass/Sonora Air Cooled 
Engines* by counting Tonya @ 325-206-0454 or by contacting 
any committee member. The winning Ikket will be drawn during 
OUT 6th Annual Amiticm/Sanquet, Saturday, September 21, 2013® 
Your support is appreciated

Art Classes the 1st or 2nd Monday of each month from B:O0AM 
to $36.00 per lunch included. FMl call Ken Row
land 432-238-3121* Lori Stricldan 325-226-2526 or Anita Spiller 
325-387-5266, '

Rent the Depot or Aniphtheatre for your special party or event. 
Cal! 325-387-5084 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.

76th LIONS CLUB AUCTION - October 22nd at Sutton County 
Civic Center, We need monetary donations and items for the auc
tion. Lions Club suf^rts community activities and offers student 
scholarships each y e ^  Your help is greatly appreciated. For 
more information, call Janalyp Jones at 226-0067 or Jim Garrett 
a t206-1060. ' ; "" \  :

M ^k your cakm irs for our Back to School Bash Thursday* 
August 22nd 4:30 p.m; to 7:30 p.m. at The Bank Sc Trust

Elementary ‘*Meet the Teacher’’ Friday, August 23rd, the 
Elenientary will host ‘̂Meet the Teacher” from 9:30 AM to 
11:30 AM, Additionally, an ^Informational Parent Meeting” 
for new PK and Kinder parents will be held from 8:30 AM to 
9:30 AM in the Elementary Cafeteria.

m

MMkrFDIC
Horn Tom Bank,ing-Horn Town Trust!

Member FDtC 
RO.Bex79B

i25-387’-3m

Member FDIC 
229 Hwy 277 N  

Softara, Texas 76950' 
325-387-2593

Sonora Service 
Directory

A llison Judy Edwards
W ell Service Licensed Massage Therapist

The Cutting Edge
325446-2382 1001 St. Anns St.

A ll y o u r  p u m p  

a n d  w in dm ill needs.

325-234-5554

Brewer
H A I R . Refrigeration

S > A L O N Lic.#TACLB0121l4C

MON- FT̂ I Ice Machines

S'.SOt^yn. - SiOO'Pt'A Sales-Service-Rentals

sa t\A .Y da\^^A h A  - 2PM We sell & s&rice 

Deer Coolers & Ffvezers
Tavwi FLtz0erflld 325-835-2141

MobUe 450-2793
vvhltlw f-teriA-(̂ iA.dez

K nox

C arl J. C ahill, Inc. F loor C overin g
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

OILFIELD
CONTRACTOR 392-2180
(325) 387-2524 

Sonora, TX
2 0 1 A v e I  O zona, T X

Charles Howard 
Construction, Inc. R after  W  Feed

201 Cedar 
387-3042

m L Your local Acco, Purina
and Sure Fed
Feed Dealer

O ilfield  Contractor 
Asphalt & Concrete

Construction

email: chowardconst@sonoratx.net
phone: (325) 387-3093 

fax: (325) 387-5543 
mobile: (325) 206-0497

N o r r e l l  P lu m b in g
Circle Y 325-387-2191
Firearms cell 972-215-9836

Ray Yourgalite M-40069
325-206-2171

C o re y  N orrell
J

mailto:chowardconst@sonoratx.net
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School Lunch Information 
Sonora I.S.D.

Applications for Free and Reduced Lunch will be distributed 
the first week of school and will also be available at the Child 
Nutrition’s Office. Students, who finished the year (May 
2013) on Free or Reduced meals, may eat in the cafeteria 
until October 7, 2013 , on last year’s eligibility, after that 
date, they will not be eligible for Free or Reduced meals until 
a new application has been filled out and approved.

Only 1 application per household is required

Applicaciones para el Programa Nacional De Almuerzos y 
Desayunos Escolares, tambien estan Disponibles en Espanol

New Meal Prices for 2013-2014 Year

Breakfast (All Grades)
Lunch
Free breakfast (Elem.& Intermediate)
$ 2.25 Elementary & Intermediate 
$ 1.75 (Middle & High School)
$ 2.75 Middle & High School 
$ .30 Reduced (Middle & High School)
$ .40 Reduced (All Grades)
$ 2.00 Faculty 
$ 4.00 Adult Employees 
$ 4.50 Adult Visitor 
$2.50 Child Visitor

Parents, you may prepay into your child’s account at any 
time between meals at any of our 3 campuses. Please make 
payments directly to the Cafeteria. It is not the responsibil
ity of the Teachers or Office personnel to bring money to the 
Cafeteria. f*-ayments will not be accepted during the Meal 
periods!!!
You may write (1) check for multiple children instead of (1) 
check for each. Prepayments on line are also available in the 
school website.

Charges: Please be prepared to pay at least (1) week of 
meals in advanced. All Balances will carry forward from 
May 2013. All lunch charges need to be paid in full before 
the school year ends. Please call the Campus Cafeteria and 
speak with the Manager if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Josie Torres
Food Service Supervisor

This explains what to do if you believe you have been 
treated unfairly. The U.S. Department of Agriculture pro
hibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and 
applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, na
tional origin, age , disability, ,sex, gender identity, religion, 
reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital 
status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or 
part of an individual’s income is derived from any public as
sistance program or protected genetic information in employ
ment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by 
the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all 
programs and/or employment activities.) If you wish to file a 
Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete 
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found 
online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.. 
html, or at any USDA office, or call (866)632-9992 to re
quest the form. You may also write a letter containing all of 
the information requested in the form. Send your completed 
complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S.Department of 
Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Indepen
dence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, by fax 
(202)690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. Indi
viduals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabili
ties may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service 
at (800)877-8339; or (800)845-6136(Spanish). USDA is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

All men dream, but not equally. 
Those who dream by night 

in the dusty recesses o f their 
minds, wake in the day to 
find that it was vanity: but 
the dreamers o f the day are 

dangerous men, for they may 
act on their dreams with open 
eyes, to make them possible.

T. E. Lawrence

N EW  2013
T0Y01A TUNDRA 

DOUBLE CA B  
TEXAS EDITION

O n ly  $ 29,999
Lease it for just $314/mo

36 months, $1999 plus 
Tf&L due at signing

nationwideClearanceevent

* WITH PURCHASE OR LEASE OF ANY NEW TOYOTA 
Covers norma! factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, whichever 
comes first. The wnv vehicle cannoi te p a it  of a rental or commercial fieet, or a 
livetyAaii vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only In the 
cotttinemai U.S. and Alaska. Roadside Assistance dees not include j»rts and fluids.

M itchell Toyota-Kia
IfiOO Knickerbocker Road • San Angelo, TX

1-800-639-5427
visit mitcheIltoyota.com for more great deals!

■Stodctf T13*»9I, Vil, Aiitomallc ies4 j2!45 N f e r  rilsffiuii!, t  Toy«a l^Ase cash ferenttve it  Tx fdilR/n f Ash= pnct.  Acwiifit dw  slgnii^lndiidei $16?.̂ . 1st
wrtilj pint alw Uv t tk  atmI Ireiisc aud tw s « a ih ' deptsil Nei Cajiltfitfcd owl i>l U«se «5d j.Much.w qHlon Is $ ih .^  pi'js t a i  litl% aiid Ikuise Vdildw anr lor 3iu5tr^jn pu rp«« . 
VdrtclttS'jt)|«.lu>pfk>fSAie ARwM'<̂lf;'swfth3ppmvhlcfsdiL OilersCQslt;n)fifl<jespf)iisibleloriTirt55Kfev4lifAf«xjl5cfflUperir:de
o’« r  24.01Q Biilis. Desiof panifipaiiHt iwy allwl tiiai ii^ofiated prict aid appHi able tsKs. Special [BianclJit av-iliWe lor a tirailed line to qcaliN  buyers tiifou^i Toyofe Rittflciiil 5<tvlce5.

m m m
' E l  i E l l  I I  E / l f  E l

■  a /a new
Samsung
r.AI A Y V

4fatal 
ipply, is S8S slsrs im ill

II
You can trade In your old car for a new one., .why not do the 

same with your cell phone? At West Central Wireless  ̂your 
trade-in could even pay for a new Samsung Galaxy S4l That's 

fight jyst bring In your cell phone from West Central or any other 
cellular company and trade op for a brand-new Apple iFhone or 

Samsung smart pliofie.

The nationally advertised Samsung Galaxy S4 Is the #1 seling Android 
ph one In America! Videos pause when you look a way, a nd you ca n 

answer calls with a wave of your hand. You'll be amazed at what this 
smart phone can do for you.

And, youTl love what West Central can do for you, too. We Ye offering the Apple iPhone 5 
and the Samsung Galaxy S4 smart phones, as well as, the strongest and fastest data cover
age In West Central Texas. Plus, we have local phone repair and loaner phones. All that and 
West Cenfral even costs less than the “big guys"!

Come by any of our many locations and trade-in your current cell phone for a brand-new 
Apple IPhone 5 or Samsung Galaxy S4 today I

ime9iSmaf»1hssiĵ ltSide£S
lteK»dtMis/Arim̂ OtemmtMur

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille
gal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handi
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make 
any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. ”  Familial status 
includes children under the age 
o f 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody o f chil
dren under 18. This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any advertis
ing for real estate which is in vio
lation o f the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain o f discrimina
tion call HUD toll-free 1-800-669- 
9777. The toll-free telephone num
ber for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

For Sale

FOR SALE- House/ Guest 
House & Workshop 

1209 Mesquite 
Large comer lot, open floor 
plan, sewing room, 2bd/lba 
@ 1,600 sq. ft. a Jacuzzi tub 
and nice appliances. There 
is a separate guest house 
Ibr/lba. This makes a great 
rental property. A large 
workshop, greenhouse and 
covered patio with tile floor. 
There is abundant covered 
parking for several vehicles 
including a RV/boat carport 
and a beautiful manicured 
lawn. Call 325-387-5349 or 
325-226-2145

e Devil's River New
%

(325) 387-2507
Em ploym ent

PERSONAL CARE 
ATTENDANTS

Seeking caring and depend
able people to work in the homes 
of elderly and disabled clients. 
Will assist with preparing meals, 
shopping, personal care, errands, 
light housekeeping, and other 
assigned duties. We offer flex
ible day, evening, and weekend 
shifts. Must be at least 18 yrs of 
age with a clean criminal back
ground. MUST have reliable 
transportation. No certifications 
or prior experience required.

Fax Resume referencing Ad # 
12364 to (325)646-2278 
For an application, call 
1(800)665-4471

Apply online at www. girling, 
com. Or apply in-person at 1423 
Coggin, BROWNWOOD, TX, 
76804. E.O.E, M/F/D/V.

Em ploym ent

Help Wanted: Dependable 
fulltime service technician 
needed in the Sonora Area. 
Will Train. Must be 18 years 
of age, have a current Texas 
driver's license and a clean 
driving record. FMI call 325- 
387-3154 or come by 311 W. 
College St. for an application.

Em ploym ent

HELPWANTED-
Sutton Co. Steakhouse. 
Apply in person

HIRING FOR ALL SHIFTS AND POSITIONS
Sonora Dairy Queen is offering a

uptoSlOiilperhour 
Apply online: richesondq.com

Morales
ariMwipiy:

For Sale

FOR SALE- 17” flat bottom 
boat w/ canopy. 25hp John
son (low hours) FMI call Bill 
325-206-0347

Used stmctural pipe for sale- 
2 3/8in & 2 7/8in FMI call 
Mike Allison 325-446-2382 
or 325-446-6887

Public Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEET
ING
TO DISCUSS SONORA ISD’S

School FIRST Rating 
(Financial Integrity Rating Sys
tem of Texas)

Sonora ISD will hold a public 
meeting
at 5:30 pm, September 16, 2013 
in the Vocational Building, 805 
Prospect, Sonora, TX.

The purpose of this meeting is 
to discuss Sonora ISD’s rating 
on the state’s financial account
ability system

Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department is currently accept
ing Guide Service proposals 
beginning August 15,2013 
through September 3, 2013 at 
5:00 P.M. for Devils River State 
Natural Area. The Park con
sists of three units: Del Norte 
(North Unit), Big Satan (South 
Unit) and Baker’s Crossing 
(Satellite Unit). Proposals for 
guided kayaking, canoeing, 
rafting and shuttle service are 
being accepted for services at 
all three Park locations. Per
sons interested in submitting a 
proposal may request a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) Packet by 
calling (512)389-8637or writ
ing: Austin Vieh, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, 4200 
Smith School Road, Austin, 
Texas 78744, or by emailing 
austin.vieh@tpwd.texas.gov.

Ccfnpt4«r & T’SkiVUkm Cdbki Um$Ŝit6ain

Steve Whitson 
P. O. Box 121 

Menard, Tx 76859

325-396-2609 Ph: 325-396-2325 Fax 
l.c<xn N £  T W D M K

tu
Anita Hudson, Broker 

Sam  David Hernandez ~ Realtor 
Will M. Black ~ Realtor

215 E. Main * Sonora, TX 76950 
325-387-6115 1

www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com
□

708 Mesquite
Sonora

$27,500.00 Contract Pending
502 Martin Street 
109 Draw Street 
1107 S Concho 
222 Sawyer Drive

$29,500.00
$95,000.00
$119,500.00
$129,500.00 Recently Remodeled!

504 E. 2nd St. $155,000.00 Contract Pending
213 Hudspeth $149,900.00 Sold!
111 Sonora Dr. $155,000.00 Price Reduced
117 Edgemont Rd. 
121 Edgemont Rd. 
124 Castlehill RD

$199,000.00
$298,000.00
$350,000.00 New Listing!

1312 PR 2239 - Home w /10 acres $350,000.00
125 Edgemont Rd. 
300 Scenic Drive

$475,000.00
$484,900.00 New Listing!

Camthers Realty“ The B est o f  the B est”
Need Listings!
Bob Caruthers - Broker 
325-226-3003 Anytime

email: bobc@sonoratx.net m

Mittel Dozing
Owned and Operated by 

Robert Mittel 
325-277-6883

Foreman •  Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work • Fire Guards 
Ranch Work

General Conservation Work

A Rancher, Working for Ranchers 
16 years experience

Ozona
308 N Ave F, Ozona 
210 Mockingbird 
1108 Ave. A, Ozona

$107,000.00
$140,000.00
$150,000.00

Commercial Properties
404 Sutton Ave. - Lot - 1/2 Acre + $55,000.00
606 Crockett Ave.- Vacant Gas Station $64,500.00
411 S Concho - Office/Shop $75,000.00
226 E. Main St. - Office $87,500.00
511 Cornell St. - Head Start Bldg. $ 150,000.00
201 N Ave E - Ozona $200,000.00
208 Hwy 277 S - Commercial/Income Producing $225,000.00 
847 Meridian Dr. - Large Office Bldg./Extra Land $240,000.00 
232 E Main St. - Mercantile Building $298,500.00

Acerage
100 acres -Crockett County-Deer Canyon Ranch S/D $65,000.00 
100 acres - Crockett County - Rim Rock Ranch S/D $70,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County - Rim Rock Ranch S/D $80,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County - Rim Rock Ranch S/D $85,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County - Rim Rock Ranch S/D $95,000.00
100 acres - Crockett Co. - RRR S/D W/ Improvments $95,000.00 
120 acres - Crockett County - TX West Ranch S/D $ 108,000.00 
112.7 acres - Sutton County - Juno Rd. $ 140,875.00
110.47 acres - Crockett Co.-High Lonesome Ranch $200,000.00 
300 acres-Crockett Co.-Deer Canyon Ranch w/improvements $255,000.00 
655 acres W/ House - Sutton County -Baker RD $1,111,000.00
600 acres - Sutton County - Near City Limits $ 1,500,000.00
1550 acres - North Sutton County - $1,782,500.00
Approx. 1645 acres Val Verde County $ 1,028,125.00
8357.9 acres - Terrell County $2,799,897.00

New Listing! 
New Listing! 
Sold!

Contract Pending

New Listing! 
Under Contract!

New Listing!

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC BUDGET 
HEARING
The Commissioners' Court of 
Sutton County, Texas, will hold 
a public hearing to consider the 
proposed budget for FY13 on 
Monday, August 26, 2013, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Meeting Room of the 
Sutton County Courthouse An
nex. Any citizen wishing to view 
the proposed budget may do so 
at the office of the Sutton County. 
Judge at the Sutton County 

Courthouse Annex between 
the hours of 8:30 and 4:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

Consignments,
Farm Sales, Estate, etc.

TDLR10376 «

Advertise in the Devil’s River News
Today!!

Call Angie at 325-387-2507

mailto:austin.vieh@tpwd.texas.gov
http://www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
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Recent Rains Are No Reason To Forget About
Smart Irrigation

COLLEGE STATION -  Just 
because you received rain in 
July there’s no excuse for be
ing dumb about watering your 
lawn, according to a Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension 
Service expert.

July in Texas is usually one 
of the crudest months when 
it comes to rain, but this July 
was unseasonably wet, said 
Charles Swanson, AgriLife 
Extension irrigation special
ist, College Station.

Despite the rain greening 
up lawns and landscapes, and 
replenishing lakes and res
ervoirs, most of Texas still 
remains under drought condi
tions, and staying smart about 
home irrigation remains a 
good idea, both financially 
and environmentally, Swan
son said.

And Swanson and his col
league, Dr. Guy Fipps, AgriL
ife Extension irrigation engi
neer, College Station, have 
just the prescription for smart 
irrigation: electronically
“smart” irrigation controllers.

Smart controllers — also 
referred to as evapotranspira- 
tion or ET controllers — use 
weather data to calculate and 
automatically apply the right 
amount of water needed by 
landscape plants, Swanson 
said.

Studies have shown, Swan
son said, that homeowners 
typically over water their 
lawns by 20 to 50 percent. Not 
only is this wasteful of a lim
ited natural resource, it’s often 
not good for the lawn. By tak
ing into account such factors 
as humidity, rainfall, heat and 
solar radiation, smart control
lers turn on irrigation systems 
for the correct amount of time 
to apply only what the home 
landscape needs. Some con
trollers can also take into ac
count the particular kind of 
turf or other landscape plants.

Conventional irrigation con
trollers are simply timed, and

rely on the user to determine 
how much and how often to 
irrigate, often resulting in ap
plying excessive amounts, 
Swanson said.
“We have learned a lot about 
ET controllers over the last 
five years,” he said. “We be
gan our first year of evalua
tion with five products that 
were readily available in 
Texas. In 2012 we tested nine 
controllers, with an additional 
10th controller being added 
to our 2013 evaluation. Word 
spread with each year’s report 
across the country, and addi
tional manufacturers started 
contacting us, wanting to be 
included.”

Current manufacturers par
ticipating in the study are 
Hunter, Rainbird, Weatherset, 
Toro, Irritrol, Weathermatic, 
ET Water and Irrisoft, Swan
son said.

Swanson also noted that the 
performance of smart con
trollers has improved a great 
deal since he and Fipps started 
testing them in 2006 as part of 
a user survey in San Antonio.

Early models often applied 
too much water or, during 
a drought, not enough. But 
manufacturers listened, and 
have been making regular up
grades to controller program
ming and sensors.

“This past year’s results are 
really exciting because we 
had our first controller pass 
during the summer period,” 
Swanson said. “The testing 
period was divided into sum
mer and fall evaluation pe
riods. For controllers to pass 
the AgriLife test, they must 
be within 20 percent of the ir
rigation recommendations of 
the TexasET Network for all 
evaluation periods.”

The TexasET Network dis
plays weather information 
such as current and average 
evapotranspiration data, and 
provides irrigation watering 
recommendations for numer

ous locations around the state. 
The network’s website is at 
http://texaset.tamu.edu/.

“This year we had no con
troller inadequacies as the ma
jority of controllers were able 
to supply adequate amounts,” 
Swanson said. “However we 
continue to see some control
lers have tendencies to over 
irrigate or apply excessive 
amounts.”

There are two main reasons 
for controllers failing: im
proper data acquisition or in
sufficient accounting for rain
fall, according to Swanson.

“Some controllers actu
ally have their own weather 
sensors to calculate evapo- 
transpirati^>n onsite,” he said. 
“Others use a pager to collect 
weather data from a local pub
lic weather station, such as at 
an airport or research facility.” 

Generally, in the AgriLife 
Extension tests, the sensor- 
equipped smart control
lers were more reliable than 
the pager-based controllers, 
Swanson said. But there was 
a wide range of performance 
among the sensor-based con
trollers too.

Swanson and Fipps said they 
are not ready to make specific 
product recommendations at 
this time. However, the U.S. 
EPA has listed eight manu
facturers and 125 models of 
controllers that have passed 
their tests and been given the 
agency’s “WaterSense” label. 
That list may be found online 
at http://Lusa.gov/17TWeuQ 

Swanson said to take the 
WaterSense list — which is 
basically “pass/fail” — with a 
grain of salt.

“The worst performing con
troller in our tests has a Wa
terSense label, while our best 
performing controller to date 
is not even listed,” he said.

All five years of the AgriL
ife Extension test data may be 
found at http://itc.tamu.edu/ 
smart.php .

Wt wU fys't gaito,
, snow corns,

Sonora Bank was a real lifcsavcr! When I 
reached out to them to get financing for my 
new business, they were exircmdy helphii.
Jhey understood my needs, worked with me on 
financingoptions, and provided solid baslne-ss 
advice. 1 fck like J was talking to one of my 
best frknds.

ft. "J '

I also love the hometown feeling vou get at 
Sonora Bank, And, when I visit their locations 
in San Angelo, they still treat me like they know 
me and arc happy to see me.

— Mary Ann Paieseka 
Rosey Bud Florist/Hodgepodgccs
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