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T he DEVIL’S River News

Doc’s Marines:
Vietnam Veteran Has a Reunion 

With His Brothers In Arms

Left to Right: John *^Paladin” Shockley, Ernie Soliz, Juan “Doc**Sanchez, 
Jim Boilers, Greg “Chief* Fragua, Luis Martinez and Ed Nunez pose for a 
picture.

By Ben D, Taylor
Sonora native Juan 

Sanchez’s birthday this 
year was at least 30 years 
in the making. As with 
most birthday parties he 
was surrounded by his 
family and friends, but 
this one was a bit differ­
ent. Juan was joined by 
a group of men that he 
referred to as his brothers 
and while none of them 
share a common lineage 
all of them share a bond. 
It was a bond formed 
in Vietnam where Juan 
“Doc” Sanchez served as 
a Navy Corpsman and his 
brothers were Marines. 
According to Doc, they 
were and still are “his 
Marines”.

Juan served in the Com­
bined Action Program (or 
CAPS) during his two 
tours of duty for the U.S. 
Navy. It was important 
to Juan that people know 
about all veterans, but 
even more so about the

veterans that served in the 
CAPS. On hand at the 
gathering he had a hand­
out that explained the pro­
gram that he served in.

“The CAPS was con- 
cieved and operated by 
the United States Marine 
Corps from 1965 to 1971. 
It was designed as a paci­
fication program. In its 
six year history the pro­
gram was rarely known 
outside of its own mem­
bers and a few Marines 
fortunate enough to have 
had some contact with it. 
Following the end of hte 
War, the program was all 
but forgotten, except, of 
course by it’s survivors.

Of the approximately 
5,000 Marines who went 
into this program, less 
than half survived. Of 
the survivors, it has been 
estimated that 70% were 
wounded once, 40% were 
wounded twice, and ap- 
proximatly 65% recieved

decorations for heroism.” 
That heroism was some­

thing that Juan was quick 
to attribute to his fellow 
veterans.

“My Marine^ came 
down here to Sonora so 
we could see each oth­
er again. They are my 
brotfers, and they are 
some of the best men you 
will ever meet”.

His friends came to 
Sonora from as far as 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Mis­
souri and New Mexico. 
They came not because it 
was a friends birthday, or 
an old war buddy reunion. 
They came because their 
Doc needed them to. The 
man that had been there 
for them overseas needed 
to see his brothers again 
and he couldn’t make the 
trip himself
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Val Verde Winery is one of 
the four vintners attending 
the Sonora’s Premier Wine 
Tasting that will be held at 
the Mercantile on Main on 
September 21st. Tickets for 
this event will available for 
purchase at our office, Hodge 
Podgees, Gypsy Chix Bou­
tique and the Mercantile on 
Main. Please contact us for 
more information and ticket 
sales.
The Friends of Historic 
Sonora Main Street Program 
105 N. Concho Ave.* 325- 
387-2248 * fhsmainstreet@ 
verizon.net

We would like to introduce 
to you Val Verde Winery.

Val Verde Winery was es­
tablished by Italian immi­
grant Frank Qualia in 1883. 
He began making wine for 
family and friends from the

Lenoir grape and eventually 
made the wines available for 
purchase. After his death, his 
son, Louis Qualia took over 
the vineyards and began ex­
panding production.

Today, the winery is the full 
time business of third genera­
tion vintner Thomas Qualia. 
He respects the efforts and 
expertise that preceded him 
and continues the Qualia fam­
ily legacy of offering various 
wines of excellent quality.

2013 marked Val Verde Win­
ery’s 130th year of continuous 
winemaking. It is the oldest 
bonded winery in the state of 
Texas and received the Texas 
Farm Century Award from the 
Department of Agriculture for 
single-family ownership of the 
vineyards for over 100 years. 
Because of the rich history and 
family tradition, the Val Verde

Winery is a Texas landmark 
and an innovative presence 
in the growing Texas wine in­
dustry. Its survival and pros­
perity are a testament to its 
past and an inspiration to its 
future.

Val Verde Winery is locat­
ed in historic Del Rio at 100 
Qualia Drive. Visitors can 
enjoy a tour and wine tast­
ings. Business hours are from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. Our wines 
are primarily sold at the Win­
ery, but please ask if they are 
available in your area.

Val Verde Winery 
100 Qualia Drive 

Del Rio, Texas 78840 
(830) 775-9714 

Now on Facebook!

Sonora ISD Meets State 
Accountability Rating:

Multiple “Distinction 
Designations” for 
Excellence Given

AUSTIN - The Texas Education Agency released the
2013 state accountability system ratings for more than 
1,200 school districts and charter schools on Thursday, 
and Sonora ISD fared extremely well. All Sonora ISD 
campuses and the district were rated as “Met Standard,” 
the desired rating in the new accountability system. In 
addition to meeting all required standards, Sonora High 
School and Sonora Middle School also earned multiple 
“Distinction Designations” for excellence in specific per­
formance areas. Sonora High School earned two Distinc­
tion Designations for Academic Achievement in Reading/ 
English Language Arts and Mathematics. Sonora Middle 
School also garnered two Distinction Designations for 
Academic Achievement in Reading/English Language 
Arts and Mathematics; as well as a third Distinction Des­
ignation for Student Progress. James Hartman, SISD 
Superintendent, shared his perspective on the ratings re­
lease; “We are very pleased with the progress being made 
at all campuses and look forward to even greater empha­
sis on academic achievement district-wide in the 2013-
2014 school year. We appreciate the tremendous support 
that our community provides and will do our very best to 
honor the trust placed in us,” he concluded.

All school districts, campuses and charter schools re­
ceive one of three ratings under the new accountability 
system: Met Standard; Met Alternative Standard; or 
Improvement Required. "A transition to a new account­
ability system comes with a great deal of uncertainty," 
said Commissioner of Education Michael Williams. "The 
2013 ratings confirm that the vast majority of districts and 
campuses are meeting the state’s standards and providing 
a quality education for our students."

The 2013 ratings are based on a revised system that uses 
various indicators to provide greater detail on the perfor­
mance of a district or charter and each individual campus 
throughout the state. The performance index framework 
includes four areas:

• Student Achievement - Represents a snapshot of per­
formance across all subjects, on both general and alterna­
tive assessments, at an established performance standard. 
(All Students)

• Student Progress - Provides an opportunity for di­
verse campuses to show improvements made indepen­
dent of overall achievement levels. Growth is evaluated 
by subject and student group.
(All Students; Student Groups by Race/Ethnicity; Eng­
lish Language Learners; Special Education)

• Closing Performance Gaps - Emphasizes improv­
ing academic achievement of the economically disadvan­
taged student group and the lowest performing race/eth- 
nicity student groups at each campus or district.
(All Economically Disadvantaged Students; Student 
Groups by Race/Ethnicity)

• Postsecondary Readiness - Includes measures of high 
school completion, and beginning in 2014, State of Texas 
Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) perfor­
mance at the postsecondary readiness standard.
(All Students; Student Groups by Race/Ethnicity; Eng­
lish Language Learners; Special Education)
Districts and campuses with students in Grade 9 or above 
must meet targets on all four indexes. Districts and cam­
puses with students in Grade 8 or lower must meet tar­
gets on the first three indexes (excluding Postsecondary 
Readiness).

For eligible campuses that achieve the rating of Met 
Standard, distinction designations in the following areas 
have also been assigned: Top 25 Percent Student Prog­
ress; Academic Achievement in Reading/English lan­
guage arts; and Academic Achievement in Mathematics. 
These distinction designations are based on campus per­
formance in relation to a comparison group of campuses.

Complete results for Sonora ISD, as well as all other 
schools in Texas, can be found at on the Texas Education 
Agency web site at http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/ 
account/2013/index.html.

804879369547

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/


Page 2 The Devil’s River News » Thursday, August 15, 2013

Senior Center Activities
Thursi. July 18- Shopping w'/Elsa 325-387-5657 
Fri. July 19- Exercise w/video 
Mon. July 22- BINGO
Tues. July 23- C.E.A.P. will be here llam-3pm
Wed. July 24- Birthday cake for July’s birthday’s at noon

Senior Center Menu
Thurs. July 18- Steak w/mushroom gravy, capri veggies, pea sal­
ad, wheat bread &  apple crisp
Fri. July 19- Smothered chicken w/ rice blend, broccoli/ cauliflow­
er blend, wheat bread & pears
Mon. July 22- Chicken strips w/ gravy, mashed potatoes, mixed 
squash & fruit cup
Tues. July 23- BBQ on a bun, potato salad, beans & apricots w/ 
topping
Wed. July 24- Lemon baked fish, herbed rice, sweet peas, cucum­
ber salad & jell-0 w/ oranges

**ALL MEALS SERVED WITH MILK**
Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older. 

Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m.
Donations are accepted

(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;
$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).

^ o n o r a

( ^ n u r c h

L ^ i r e c t o m

Primcra Iglcsia Bautista
504 Santa Clara 

387-2035

The Church of the Good 
Shepherd Presbyterian

319 E. Mulberry 
387-2616

Church of Christ
304 N. Water 

387-3190

First Baptist Church
11 E. Oak 
387-2951

St. John’s Episcopal Church
404 E. Poplar 

387-2955Lighthouse Community Church
1705 N. Crockett 

387-9100
First United Methodist Church

201 N. Water 
387-2466St. Ann’s Catholic Church

229 W. Plum 
387-2278

Jehovah’s Witness
310 St. Ann’s St 

387-5658/387-5518

Faith Apostolic Church
120 N. Concho Ave. 

206-0277

Casa Del Altarcrd' 
Asamblea De Dios

306 W. 4th St 
325-226-1789

Brought to you by: 
Kerbow Funeral Home

387-2266

SUTTON COUNTY 
HEALTH FOUNDATION

Help preserve quality healthcare 
locally for generations to come through 

Bequests  ̂Donations, Memorials,
Gifts of Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities. 

P.O. Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950 
All contributions are 100% deductible

www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.orgV.
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Dove Season Looks 
Promising

AUSTIN -Texas dove 
hunters should see plenty 
of opportunity this fall as 
conditions are shaping up 
for an above average sea­
son, according to the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Depart­
ment (TPWD). Dove sea­
son kicks off Sunday, Sept. 
1 across most of the state.

Texas dove hunters num­
ber upwards of 250,000 and 
collectively bag between 
5-6 million doves during 
the 70-day season. Thanks 
to new rules approved by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) this year, 
hunters can possess up to 
45 birds — three times the 
daily bag limit. Previously, 
the possession limit was 
twice the daily bag. Daily 
bag limits still apply.

The USFWS also ap­
proved for this year an ex­
panded Special White-wing 
Dove Area (SWWDA) in 
South Texas. The SWWDA 
will now extend eastward 
along its current boundary 
and continue south along 
Interstate 37 from San An­
tonio to Corpus Christi, ef­
fectively doubling its cur­
rent size.

“For the last two decades, 
white-winged dove popula­
tions have steadily expand­
ed both their numbers and 
their geographical extent,”

said Dave Morrison, Small 
Game Program Director 
with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. “We 
believe, and the Service 
agrees, an expansion is ap­
propriate to take advantage 
of additional hunting op­
portunities.”

To take advantage of the 
earliest possible opening 
dates for the special area, 
the season will run Sun­
day, Sept. 1 through Labor 
Day, Monday, Sept. 2, and 
then reopen Saturday, Sept. 
7 and Sunday, Sept. 8. The 
daily bag limit during the 
combined four-day season 
is 15 doves in the aggregate 
to include no more than 
two mourning doves and 
two white-tipped doves and 
hunting during the early 
season in the SWWDA is 
pennitted only from noon 
to sunset.

Dove season in the North 
and Central zones will 
run concurrent from Sept. 
1-Oct. 23 and Dec. 20-Jan. 
5. The South Zone dove 
season is set for Sept. 20- 
Oct. 27 and Dec. 20-Jan. 
20, with the regular season 
in the SWWDA Sept. 20- 
Oct. 23 and Dec. 20-Jan. 
20.

According to Shaun Old- 
enburger, TPWD’s Dove 
Program Leader, hunters

Sonora ISD will be hosting a 
Mandatory Substitute Teacher 
Training on Friday, August 23, 
2013, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. @ the Sonora High School 
Auditorium!

Substitute Training modules will 
include:

Importance of 
Reinforcement 

Classroom Management 
Instructional Strategies 

Legal Issues 
Special Education 
Substitute Teacher 
Guidelines

This training is presented by 
Region 15 and hosted by the 

school district and all participants

will receive a Substitute Teacher 
Tool Kit and a Certificate of 

Completion for the training. For 
more information please contact 
Kim Gonzales at 325/387-6940 

ext. 3003 or email 
kimberly.gonzales(@sonoraisd.net.

can expect to see an in- many regions of the state,” 
crease from last year in he said. “Increased pre­
dove numbers. cipitation helped improve

“It appears that breed- dove production and gener­
ing dove numbers have in- ample food supplies. It 
creased from last year in should be a good season.”

Texas Governor Comments on 
Obamacare

Gov. Rick Perry today sent a letter to President Obama 
urging him to rescind the administration's decision to ex­
empt Congress from parts of Obamacare.

Dear President Obama,

It is simply unconscionable that your administration is al­
lowing members of Congress to escape the harshest eco­
nomic consequences of Obamacare, while ignoring the 
plight of middle class Americans.

I have maintained from the start that forcing anyone to 
purchase a product they do not want creates a burden and 
a hardship. Allowing this exemption effectively amounts 
to an admission by you that this mandate will, indeed, 
have that impact on people.

However, it's hard to understand why the hardships of 
Congress are somehow more important than the hardships 
of hard-working Americans and businesses throughout 
the country.

Who is looking out for those not in Congress? Why is it 
okay for working Americans to face skyrocketing premi­
ums and more out-of-pocket costs and not okay for Wash­
ington politicians?

Since the ACA was passed, you have assured us that the 
more we get to know the ACA, the more we would like it. 
It's telling that the people who know the ACA best - mem­
bers of our Congress - want nothing to do with it.

This is yet another example of how little to nothing 
about the ACA has gone as you said it would, as it be­
comes increasingly convoluted by steps taken by your ad­
ministration to gain support for this misguided law.

1 urge you to reverse this decision. Members of Congress 
must be treated just like everyone else in the country.

Sincerely,

Rick Perry

Farmer’s Daughter
Landscape

&

General Store
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Outdoor Living & Design
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Applying for
Social Security Disability?

Receive the benefits you deserve.
We can help you overcome the tangled 

web of the SSD program.
We handle:

Social Security Disability Claims 
Supplemental Security Income 

Disabled Widows Benefits 
No out-of-pocket fees or expenses. 

Toll-Free 877-485-6525 
www.McDonalciSSD.com

MCDONALD
LAW FI RM

3100 West 7th Street 
Suite 230

Fort Worth, Texas 76107

9400 N. Central Expv. 
Suite 400

Dallas, Texas 75231

5433 Westheimer 
Suite 404

Houston. Te.xas 77056

http://www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org
mailto:editor@sonoratx.net
mailto:sales@sonoratx.net
http://www.McDonalciSSD.com
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Now’s Time To Check Out 4-H!

Â riLIFE EXTENSION
Tsjcas A&M Syiterr

By Pascual Hernandeẑ  
Sutton County Agricultural 
Extension Agent

With school starting back in a couple of weeks, families are 
busy preparing for it. There are supplies and clothes to buy, 
schedules to plan, and last-minute vacations. It’s also a good 
time to check out 4-H program as the new school year starts. 
Check us out during “Meet The Teacher” Day!

4-H is for youth in 3rd -12th grade, and there are lots of 
projects to choose from. The main objective is to help youth 
acquire leadership skills and sense of duty; induce qualities 
such as commitment, determination, and patience; practice 
sportsmanship; and basically develop youth into responsible 
adults. However, record-keeping, time management and 
communication skills can also be acquired through participa­
tion.

So, if you’d like involvement in an activity that’s ftin, chal­
lenging, and provides learning experiences....here’s your 
chance! Sutton County 4-H will be on-campus at the Middle 
School on August 22nd and the Intermediate School on Au­
gust 23rd during “Meet The Teacher Day”. Stop by to visit 
(we’ll have “goodies” to give away).

In the meantime, let’s look at a couple of examples of what 
4-H can offer.

Livestock projects are some of the most popular. Some 
strong advantages include: it can be a short term project (3 
to 5 months), it is usually very safe for young children and 
little equipment is needed. Participants can gain skill in the 
management of time, money, and other resources. In addition 
to exhibition, 4-'H’ers can participate in record book compe­
titions, public speaking, educational demonstrations, wool 
judging, and can develop breeding projects. The 4-H live­
stock project, because of this flexibility, has much to offer. 
Moreover, these activities promote family involvement. It is 
currently time for initiating sheep and goat projects.

The Food & Nutrition project helps participants learn to 
make healthy food choices, reduce disease and illness risks, 
and gain knowledge of nutrition. Major learning experiences 
are centered around nutrition, menu planning, food buying 
and preparation, food safety, careers, and cultural influences. 
The group meets once a week and provides a new learning 
experience.

Of course, 4-H has much more to offer. Possibilities include 
shooting sports, poetry, range science, comedy, drama, dance, 
outdoor education, clothing & textiles, horticulture, entomol­
ogy, and MUCH more!

Want more details? Come see us at “Meet The Teacher Day” 
or contact Sutton County Extension Agent Pascual Hernan­
dez at 387-3101.

M -44 Predator Workshop to 
be Held in Austin

AUSTIN — A predator management training program will 
be presented from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Sept. 17 at the Travis 
County East Service Center, 6011 Blue Bluff Road, Austin.

Registration and breakfast will begin at 8:30 a.m., with the 
program to begin at 9 a.m.

“Predators such as coyotes, foxes and feral dogs cause prop­
erty and crop damage, and can injure or kill livestock, result­
ing in economic loss for Texas farmers and ranchers,” said Ju­
lie Ansley, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service agent for 
agriculture and natural resources, Travis County. “Predators 
also can serve as vectors for many diseases.”

To help address predator concerns, the Texas Department of 
Agriculture works with AgriLife Extension to help Texans in 
the livestock industry find the most appropriate control meth­
od, said program coordinators. The training helps ensure the 
methods used to manage livestock predation are not hazardous 
to humans, non-target animals or the environment.

“This program covers training on available management 
and monitoring techniques and certifies applications for use 
of M-44 sodium cyanide — for which the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency requires special training for certification,” 
Ansley said. “Before using these pesticides, applicators must 
have the appropriate TDA license and attend a predator man­
agement training.”

The cost for the workshop is $35 and includes breakfast. Par­
ticipants must RSVP by Sept. 13. No cash will be accepted, so 
participants are asked to pay by check or money order made out 
to: Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service #280100-60020.

To RSVP and for more information, contact Sue Carrasco at 
512-854-9610 or SACarrasco@ag.tamu.edu.

According to the Texas Department of Agriculture, to ob­
tain M-44 certification, participants must attend a TDA preda­
tor management training session, pass the M-44 Exam with a 
score of 70 or above and possess one of the following TDA 
applicator licenses:

-Private applicator certificate or license.
-  Non-commercial applicator license with the predatory ani­

mal control subcategory or the regulatory pest control or dem­
onstration and research categories.

-Commercial applicator license with the predatory animal 
control subcategory.
. According to state agriculture department, M-44 certificates 
with numbers below 5000 are no longer valid.

Drought Continues: 
Implications for Cattle Producers

COLLEGE STATION -  Texas beef cattle producers 
should plan for future periods of dry conditions as drought 
patterns exhibited in the 1950s continue to prevail in cur­
rent models, according to an expert.

“We are still reliving the 1950s drought-producing 
pattern with periodic breaks,” Brian Bledsoe, a weather 
forecaster who is featured monthly in Southern Livestock 
Standard, recently told 1,400 attendees at the Texas A&M 
Beef Cattle Short Course in College Station.

Bledsoe said when he speaks to young farmers and ranch­
ers who are thinking about taking over operations from 
their fathers, he says, “have a drought plan...because we 
are going to have more dry years than wet years.”
Bledsoe said computer models forecasted for the next 90 
days are going to be “pretty status quo.”

“At least through August, with the exception of tropical 
storm activity, the prospects of seeing significant rain in 
Texas aren’t looking great.”

Looking ahead, Bledsoe said come spring of next year, 
March through May, could “potentially be wet months.” 
He said for now, it will be a drier and warmer-than-nor- 
mal fall going into early winter, with potential for a pos­
sible El Nino trend in early 2014. However, Bledsoe said, 
“remember, we are still reliving the 1950s drought-pro­
ducing pattern with periodic breaks.”

The opening general session titled “Ranching Into the 
Future” featured presentations on weather, cattle market 
outlook and other industry issues.

Don Close, vice president for food and agriculture re­
search with Rabobank, discussed the outlook for beef de­
mand and trends in protein consumption across the U.S. 
He said thinking beyond the traditional mindset of beef 
consumption, eating habits are changing, especially as 
cultural diversification among the U.S. population con­
tinues. He cited Houston as the most diversified city in 
the U.S. per ethnic groups and how protein consumption 
differs compared to decades ago.

He said the beef industry has a great story.
“Go tell it,” he said. “Beef production does not end at the 

ranch gate. Consumer interest in food and where it comes 
from is only going to increase. Nobody in the world can 
tell your story better than you can. Tell the story, please.” 

The short course, which continues through Wednesday, 
features more than 60 speakers from Texas and the U.S. 
It is coordinated by experts with Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service and the Texas A&M University depart­
ment of animal science.

“We all know there have been some challenges and one 
of those challenges is from a rainfall perspective for the 
past 5 years,” said Dr. Jason Cleere, AgriLife Extension 
beef cattle specialist and short course coordinator, during 
the opening of the general session. ^

Dr. Doug Steele, AgriLife Extension director, told the 
attendees, “Beef cattle are so important to our state. We 
have a vested interest in your success. That’s why we 
continue to have the short course each year and give you 
the opportunity to come. I encourage you over the next 
couple of days to think about the future: where you are 
going with your practice, where the industry is going. We 
take our role in extending the great research in labs and 
in the field into the classroom and put that in (in a form 
of) education and outreach that is understandable to you.” 

This year’s short course was dedicated to Dr. Randall 
Grooms, who retired in 1996 as professor and AgriLife 
Extension livestock specialist emeritus at the Texas A&M 
Research and Extension Center in Overton. Grooms was 
recognized at the short course prime rib dinner.

The beef short course event showcases the latest research 
and educational programs offered by AgriLife Extension, 
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and the department of 
animal science at Texas A&M. The annual event is one of 
the largest beef-education workshops in the country, and 
has become one of the largest and most comprehensive 
beef cattle educational programs in the U.S., according to 
organizers.

The cattleman’s college portion provides participants 
with an opportunity to choose workshops based on their 
level of production experience and the needs of their 
ranch, Cleere said. This week’s sessions feature infonna- 
tion on introductory cattle production, retiring to ranch­
ing, management practices in the areas of forage, nutri­
tion and reproduction, record keeping, genetics, purebred 
cattle, landowner issues and much more, he said.

In addition to classroom instruction, participants will 
be attending live demonstrations featuring fence build­
ing, chute-side calf working, cattle behavior, penning and 
Brush Busters.

“The goal of the short course each year is to provide 
the most cutting-edge information that is needed by beef 
cattle producers,” Cleere said. “We think we have infor­
mation for everyone to take home and apply to their op­
erations.”

;

Suttoiti County MRA Safe Full of Guns raffle is
undenvay! Tickets are $10 eack with one winner taking home 
four firearms, to tnelnde an AR-15, and a 10 gun fire resistant 
safe* Tickets may he purchased at Buck N Bass/Sonora Air 
Cooled Engines, hy contacting Tonya @ 325-206-0454 or by 
contacting any committee member. The winning ticket will 
be drawn during our 6th Annual Auctfon/Banquet, Saturday, 
September 21,2013; Your support is appreciated

Art Classes the 1st or 2nd Monday of each month from 8:00AM 
to 5:00PM. $36.00 per class, lunch included. FMI call Ken Row­
land 432-238-3121, Lori Stricklan 325-226-2526 or Anita Spiller 
325-387-5266. ' ^

Rent the Depot or Amphthcatre for your special party or event. 
Call 325-387-5084 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.

76th LIONS CLUB AUCTION - October 22nd at Sutton County 
Civic Center, We need monetary donations and items for the auc­
tion. Lions Club supports community activities and offers student 
scholarships each year. Your help is greatly appreciated. For 
more information, call Janalyn Jones at 226-0067 or Jim Garrett 
at 206-1060.

Mark your calendars for our Back to School Bash Thursday, 
August 22nd 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at The Bank & Trust

S O N ^ ^ ^ K

IHEjSk______________
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V3“ )erMC

Horn Tom Bimking - Horn Tom Trust!
■ V*" B ::■:;:sB;:v;' A lilliliW

Member FDIC 
EO. Box 7n  

Souarot Texas 769S0 
32S-3$7-SS6i

Member FDIC 
229 Hwy277N 

Sonora, Texas 76950 
S25-S87-2593

Sonora Service 
Directory

Allison 
Well Service

325-446-2382
All your pump 

and windmill needs.

B > 1̂ 0 N  C O  
H A I R  

3 A L O N
M O N -  F R I  

S:30av\A. - 5 :00P M
^ A M  - 2 P M

Fltz0er«Ld 
(325)200-09^2 

WhltLy HeriA.aiA.dez. 
( 3 2 5 1 2 2 0 - ^ 4  g o

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.
OILFIELD

CONTRACTOR
(325) 387-2524 

Sonora, TX

Charles Howard 
Construction, Inc.

Oilfield Contractor 
Asphalt & Concrete 

Construction

email:chowardconst@sonoratx.net 
phone: (325) 387-3093 

fax: (325) 387-5543 
mobile: (325) 206-0497

Circle Y  
Firearms 

Ray Yourgalite 
325-206-2171

Judy Edwards
Licensed Massage Therapist 

The Cutting Edge 
1001 St. Anns St.

325-234-5554

Brewer
Refrigeration
Lic.#TACLB012ll4C 

Ice Machines
Sales-Service-Rentals 

We.sell & sen'ice 
Deer Coolers & Fteezers

325̂ 35-2141 
Mobile 450-2793

Knox
Floor Covering

Carpet- Vinyl- Tile
392-2180

201AveI Ozona, TX

Rafter W  Feed
201 Cedar 
387-3042

Your local Acco, Purina 
and Sure Fed 
Feed Dealer

Norrell Plumbing
325-387-2191  

cell 9 7 2 -2 1 5 -9 8 3 6  

M -40069

Corey Norrell

mailto:SACarrasco@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:chowardconst@sonoratx.net
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Texas A&MDevelops a Computer Model to Predict Wildfire Risks
COLLEGE STATION -  A 
bum-risk-detection modeling 
system in development by a 
consortium of Texas A&M 
University System research­
ers will help predict potential 
wildfire threats throughout the 
Lone Star State, according to 
its developers.
The modeling system will be 
used by the Texas A&M For­
est Service. Researchers with 
the Center for Natural Re­
source Information Technolo­
gy, part of Texas A&M AgriL- 
ife Research, are developing 
the modeling program. One of 
those researchers. Dr. Rich­
ard Conner, also an AgriL- 
ife Research economist and 
professor in the department 
of agricultural economics at 
Texas A&M, said the system 
is a modification of several 
modeling projects developed 
a decade ago.
“This current modeling sys­
tem measures the amount of 
forage fuel load in a county 
and is used to predict potential 
fire danger,” he said.
The modeling system will 
provide real-time information 
on fuel loads' using vegetation 
and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
weather information for re­
gions susceptible to wildfire.

“In the wildfire predictive ser­
vices arena, one of the hard­
est things to get a handle on 
is herbaceous fiiel load across 
the state,” said Tom Spen­
cer, head of fire predictive 
services, Texas A&M Forest 
Service. “It’s challenging to 
determine the condition and 
amount of it. There’s no good 
way to do that through remote 
sensing. It’s always been the 
case where someone has to 
physically go out and look, 
then make a judgment call. 
“This project will help deter­
mine if it is possible or not. 
We think it is, but we still 
need to determine if the sci­
ence supports it. Overall, we 
are looking forward to seeing 
how this helps us understand 
potential fire season severity, 
which will help us assist lo­
cal governments to better plan 
ahead. It’s a huge deal if this 
works out.”
The project has received 
$125,000 in funding by a fed­
eral fire plan grant. So far, the 
project has been implemented 
in three counties -  Stephens, 
Palo Pinto and Jack. In these 
counties, researchers have 
identified major plant com­
munities and developed field 
monitoring sites to be includ­
ed as part of an overall web

dishAUTHORIZED
RETAIUER 800- 315-3973

MORE WAYS TO  WATCH. 
MORE WAYS TO  SAVE.

ORDER
NOW

* 1 9 i
For 12 months 

with the SMART PACK

HYUNDAI HL740-9 WHEEL LOADER
AH YU N D AI
CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AMERICAS, INC.

Think Quality. Think Hyundai.

*127,500'
0% for 36 Mo. 

1.5% for 48 Mo. 
2.03% for 60 Mo.

'Price based

Operating Weight 
26/460lbs.

' Cummins Engine

Straight Tipping 
Load 21,160 lbs.

Breakout Force 
24,800 lbs.

> Ride Control

> Bucket Size 
3 cu. yd.

• Cab with A/C 
and Heater

< • Rearview 
Camera

I i • Hi-mate6PS
-! Management 

Systems

Odetta • San Angalo • Lubbock • Afiokfo, 9HM

Celebrating our 36th year in business

Call Cisco Equipment today
and discuss how Cisco Equipment
and Hyundai can save you money!

325 - 653-2121
620 N. Bell

San Angelo, TX 76903

Sjpplies
*  Financing Available!
*  A Great Way to Spend Time Together!
t  Excellent Service. Fast Shipping! 

Family Owned & Operated Since 1990!

milyPoolFun.com

Tire failures and tread separations
are more common in summer. Many 
manufacturers scrimp on materials 
and market defective tires, which 
may result in catastrophic roll-overs 
or crashes. If you or a loved one 
have been injured by a defective tire 
or in a roll-over, call us for profes- I 
sional insight.

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with more than 100 
years combined exjiertise.

R)'an A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.
D«x;tor-Lawycr in f  iill-iimc Law Prac.tkc

Ridiaid A Dodd, LC. 
Timothy R Cappdino, PC.

Boani O riifiei) PeriiOfiai Injury Trial Law and C ir il Trial 
Law bv rhe Texas Board ot’Lctal Spcciaiitr-.ticm

NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT 
CAMERON. TEXAS

1- 800- 460-0606
w w w .Y ourC arW reck.com

interface monitoring system. 
The team members work­
ing on the project include 
Wayne Hamilton, AgriLife 
Research range scientist. Jay 
Angerer, assistant professor at 
the Blacklands Research and 
Extension Center in Temple, 
Ed Rhodes, a research associ­
ate at Blacklands, and Jason 
Jones, an assistant research 
scientist with the department 
of ecosystem science and 
management at Texas A&M. 
“We will delineate land areas 
into ecological sites for an in­
ventory to be used in the mod­
eling system,” Hamilton said. 
“Ecological sites are areas of 
the landscape that produce 
similar kinds and proportions 
of plant species and total an­
nual yield. This will allow us 
to expand our field sampling 
information across similar ar­
eas (ecological sites) and save 
time and costs in the inven­
tory process.”
Ecological sites also provide 
“state and transition models” 
that help identify plant com­
munities and changes likely 
to occur from management 
inputs, he said.
“What we are hoping to do is 
to provide vegetation infor­
mation that the Forest Service

can use to monitor potential 
wildlife threats across regions 
of the state.”
Angerer and the center’s team 
have developed the simula­
tion model framework to run 
the monitoring system. It in­
cludes data such as types of 
vegetative plants growing in a 
county or region, soil data and 
historical weather data.
“We are also using NOAA 
data with the other informa­
tion on soils and plant com­
munities we have collected to 
help predict how much vege­
tation is growing in a particu­
lar area,” he said.
Angerer said vegetation sam­
ples are clipped to help cali­
brate the model. A similar sys­
tem was developed during a 
research project at Fort Hood. 
The collected data, along with 
remote-sensing information, 
will be used to identify simi­
lar sites in the county so that 
the entire county can be moni­
tored.
“Once we get the model 
working, the model will pro­
vide a base view of vegetative 
characteristics of a particular 
site, and can use this to see 
how many similar sites we 
have in an area,” he said. “We 
then can model these points

and build landscape maps of 
potential fire threats.”
The plant community data­
base is built by taking mea­
surements of plant cover and 
clippings of vegetation in the 
field.
“We take the basal area of 
grasses and measure the can­
opy cover of shrubs,” Angerer 
said.
The project uses the PHY- 
GROW modeling system, 
which computes grass, herb 
and shrub growth, forage con­
sumption by livestock, and 
hydrologic processes. The 
project also uses the Burn­
ing Risk Assessment Support 
System, or BRASS, which is 
a decision support tool that 
provides a continuous means 
for land managers to assess 
vegetation and weather to 
support decisions related to 
prescribed burning and/or the 
risk of wildfire by utilizing 
near real-time weather condi­
tions and fuel loads.

The PHYGROW model was 
first coded in 1990 and has 
undergone many enhance­
ments since that time. The 
model’s original computation 
algorithms are a mixture of 
formulas adapted from other 
plant growth models, as well

as biological relationships 
from grass-tiller-level re­
search and livestock dietary 
selection conducted at Texas 
A&M University.
“The PHYGROW model is 
capable of simulating growth 
of multiple species of plants 
subject to selective grazing 
by multiple animals on a soil 
with multiple layers for indef­
inite periods of time,” Conner 
said. “The model is designed 
to be integrated with a wide 
variety of weather databas­
es, vegetation databases and 
stocking rule databases, and 
provides output for a wide va­
riety of data sources and for­
mats including all relational 
databases.”
BRASS, they explained, is a 
web-based interface that al­
lows users to examine fire 
risk for points using an inter­
active map interface. Simula­
tion modeling of rangeland 
forage and grazing dates back 
to the late Dr. Jerry Stuth, an 
AgriLife Research scientist, 
who, working with Conner 
and Hamilton, started the ini­
tial Ranching Systems Group 
seeking research funds for 
information technology re­
search.

Zumba is Back in Session!
Tuesday & Thursday 
5:30a.m.-6:l5 a.m. 

Thursday
5:30p.m.-6:l5 p.m.
Contact Lizzie at

387-4796

http://www.YourCarWreck.com
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All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille­
gal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, handi­
cap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make 
any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. ” Familial status 
includes children under the age 
o f 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody o f chil­
dren under 18. This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept any advertis­
ing for real estate which is in vio­
lation o f the law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain o f discrimina­
tion call HUD toll-free 1-800-669- 
9777. The toll-free telephone num­
ber for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

For Sale

FOR SALE- House/ Guest 
House & Workshop 

1209 Mesquite 
Large corner lot, open floor 
plan, sewing room, 2bd/lba 
@ 1,600 sq. ft. a Jacuzzi tub 
and nice appliances. There 
is a separate guest house 
Ibr/lba. This makes a great 
rental property. A large 
workshop, greenhouse and 
covered patio with tile floor. 
There is abundant covered 
parking for several vehicles 
including a RV/boat carport 
and a beautiful manicured 
lawn. Call 325-387-5349 or 
325-226-2145

e Devil's River New.
%

(325) 387-2507
Employment

PERSONAL CARE 
ATTENDANTS

Seeking caring and depend­
able people to work in the homes 
o f elderly and disabled clients. 
Will assist with preparing meals, 
shopping, personal care, errands, 
light housekeeping, and other 
assigned duties. We offer flex­
ible day, evening, and weekend 
shifts. M ust be at least 18 yrs o f 
age with a clean criminal back­
ground. M UST have reliable 
transportation. No certifications 
or prior experience required.

Fax Resume referencing Ad # 
12364 to (325)646-2278 
For an application, call 
1(800)665-4471 

Apply online at www.girling. 
com. Or apply in-person at 1423 
Coggin, BROW NW OOD, TX, 
76804. E.O.E, M/F/D/V.

Employment

Help Wanted: Dependable 
fulltime service technician 
needed in the Sonora Area. 
Will Train. Must be 18 years 
of age, have a current Texas 
driver's license and a clean 
driving record. FMI call 325- 
387-3154 or come by 311 W. 
College St. for an application.

HIRING FOR ALL SHIFTS 
AND POSITIONS

Sonora dm  Queen is offering a 
flexible scliedule and beginning pay 

up lo S lO iO  p e r  h o u r 
Apply online: richesondq.coni

Public Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC BUDGET 
HEARING
The Commissioners' Court of 
Sutton County, Texas, will hold 
a public hearing to consider the 
proposed budget for FY13 on 
Monday, August 26, 2013, at 9:00 
a.m. in the Meeting Room of the 
Sutton County Courthouse An­
nex. Any citizen wishing to view 
the proposed budget may do so 
at the office of the Sutton County 
Judge at the Sutton County 
Courthouse Annex between the 
hours o f 8:30 and 4:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday.

i I ^

LCfommericaj - Residential 
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WHITSON COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
EkffitnMa &

V̂Rriog * ‘ Sefs^ - yoves

Ooftputm 4

Steve Whitson 
P. O. Box 121 

Menard, Tx 7^S9
325-396-2609 Ph; 325-396-2325 fax 

icom NETWORK

Consignments,
Farm Sales, Estate, etc.

TDLR10376 «

Caruthers Realty
“ The B est o f  the B es t”

Need Listings!
Bob Caruthers - Broker 
325-226-3003 Anytime

email: bobc@sonoratx.net m

It’s time for
CHANGE

WeTl give you more than small change 
for you old or used jewelry.

WE’LL PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR:

Mittel Dozing
Owned and Operated by 

Robert Mittel 
325-277-6883
)

Foreman • Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work • Fire Guards 
Ranch Work

General Conservation Work

A Rancher, Working for Ranchers 
16 years experience

Unwanted Rings 
Unmatched Earrings 
Out-of-Style Pendants 
Coin Collections 
Dental Gold
Unwanted Used Jewelry 
Knotted or Kinked Chains

Sterling Flatware & Settings 
Silver Jewelry
Gold & Silver Bars & Bullion 
(Any Size or Qty)
British Pounds, Euros & 
Canadian Dollars 
(Paper Currency Only)

325-655-4653 * 1017 Caddo St. • San Angelo 
Open Everyday Except Sunday Until 7 p.m.

Public Notice

Sonora ISD will be hosting a 
Mandatory Substitute Teacher 
Training on Friday, August 23, 
2013, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. @ the Sonora High School 
Auditorium!

Substitute Training modules 
will include:

Importance of Reinforcement 
Classroom Management 

-Instructional Strategics

-Legal Issues 
-Special Education 
-Substitute Teacher Guidelines

This training is presented by 
Region 15 and hosted by the 
school district and all partici­
pants will receive a Substitute 
Teacher Tool Kit and a Cer­
tificate of Completion for the 
training. For more informa­
tion please contact Kim Gon­
zales at 325/387-6940 ext, 3003 
or email kimbcrIy.gonzaIcs@ 
sonoraisd.net.

For Rent

2/2 mobile home in Sonora 
425.00 per month References 
required call 361-701-0397

it it it i  k it it
it it it it it it i

it it it kit
k k k k k k k
it kit k k k k
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Anita Hudson, Broker 
Sam David Hernandez ~ Realtor 

Will M. Black ~ Realtor
215 E. Main * Sonora, TX 76950  

325-387-6115
www.SonoraTcxasRcalEstate.com

New Residential Listings
24 E Castichill Road 300 Scenic Drive

..

$350,000

• 3BR/3 Vi Bath - Brick home
• Recently remodeled w/wood floors
• Bcautifully Landscaped w/sprinkler 
system
• RV Covered, Greenhouse, Garden 
w/water well

$484,900

GREAT VIEWS!
3BR/3 '/2  Bath 
3.338 Acres in City Limits 
Saltillo Tile 
Landscaped

□

New Commercial Listings
511 Cornell 226 E Main St.

$150,000
Former Head-Start Building

• Large metal building, paved parking 
and covered drive through loading/ 
unloading area on .97 acre lot within 
city limits.
• Fenced with 6 foot chain link to 
enclose play yard with commercial 
play equipment. This facility has full 
kitchen, 6 large rooms and abundant 
storage. ADA Compliant!

$87,500
Downtown Office Space

• Remodeled in-line commercial 
building with prime location in the 
heart on historic downtown Sonora.
• Laminate wood floors with tall 
ceilings and crown molding make 
the
front room ideal for an office or re­
tail space. There is also an overhead 
door in the back for deliveries and 
separate storage.

View all other listings at yvww.sonoratexasrealestate.com

A N D E R S  O N 
E N E R G Y  
CORPORATION

Oil S. Gas Producer

Acquisitions of Royalties 
Term Royalties, 

Leases & Production

Doing Business in 
Sutton County Since 1980.

1- 877- 892-0123

Advertise in the 
DeviVs River 
News Today!! 
Call Angie at 
325- 387-2507

http://www.girling
mailto:bobc@sonoratx.net
http://www.SonoraTcxasRcalEstate.com
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Juan “Doc” Sanchez made a presentation to each o f his brothers 
in arms during a reunion held at Carver park in Sonora. Pictured 
above he embraces fellow veteran Jim Boilers and below John 
“Paladin” Shockley.

While only 
one day of 
the year is 
dedicated 
solely to 
honoring 

our veterans, 
Americans 
must never 
forget the 
sacrifices 

that many of 
our fellow 

countrymen 
have made to 

defend our 
country and 
protect our 
freedoms.

Randy

Neugebauer
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1:30 pm.b 1̂ 0 pin.

feniturgtjs, snow conts, ptes &

Sonora Bank 
welcomes IsraelPena 
to our Board o f 
Directors.

vSonora Bank is pleased ro a n n o u n c e  the add i t ion  
oi Israel Pena to o u r  Board. xMr. Pena is the O w n e r  
ai \d  r^es iden t  ol" A uthen t ic  (.Justotn Homes* LLC 
an d  Israel l^ena ck Associates in Eh.)erne, Texas. 
A u th en t ic  C u s to m  H om es ,  LLC has been designing 
an d  b u i ld in g  one-“o L a “k ind  hom es for individual 
clients since 1984. Israel Pena an d  Associates* Inc. is 
inv()lved in land p lann ing ,  des ign ing  and  b u i ld in g  in 
a n d  a r o u n d  the Boerne area.

Mr. Pena is also verv involved an d  active w i th  
m a n y  o rgan iza t ions  tmd civic etideavors including: 
l>oard memlser o F th e  Sciireinet Universicv" Board o f  
Trustees, Life D irec to r  o f  the N a t io n a l  Association o f  
H o m e b u i ld e r s  in W ash in g to n ,  t ) .C . ,  C o m m iss io n e r  
o n  the C ity  o l  B oerne  P lann ing  a n d  Z o n in g  C o m ­
mission, ( d i a i rm a n  o f  the Facilities P lan n in g  Task 
Force for S p r in g  C reek  U n i ted  M e th o d is t  C h u r c h  
a n d  m e m b e r  o f  the Ma.ster Plan Task Force ior tlie 
( dry o f  Boerne. M r. Pena is a g raduate  o f  the School 
o f  A rch i tec tu re  at the  Univer.slty o fTexas  in Austin .

Mr. Pena a n d  his wife Patricia have been m arr ied  
to r  4 2  years. Tliey have three daughters  a n d  four  
g ran d ch i ld ren ,  Mr, Pena enjoys raising L o n g h o rn  
cattle, w o o d w o rk in g  an d  m o d e l  trains.
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