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EXhlbltor The human species is a di-  The question of gun control that have occurred in our re-
WO verse and wide spread crea- is no different. In the face of cent past, the men commit-
1ns ture. With the exception of recent tragedies, it’s easy to ting those killings were any-
our basic physical form, there blame " s are the thing but ordinary.
Reserve B pe. B0 : 4

» 4 is little else that is common problem then we can fix it by Throughdecadesofhardened
Cham 10N among all of us, with the ex- simply removing all the guns. communist rule the Russian

. ception of our shared need to This is the easy answer that government has in fact all but
1n t. have an answer to everything. many people choose to be- removed guns from the hands i =
. . Lkt . " A amon Evans
Worth If some’thmg comes up that !1eve. They believe it because f’f ordinary citizens. Acco‘r‘q < Widarsis i Shate Homarible
we can’t explain or simply ?t makes them feel safe !)y hav- ing to the Harvard study, “in Mention; Academic All-
don’t know the answer to, we ing a plan, but what if guns the 1960’s and early 1970’s, District; All District First
n l make something up. Ancient aren’t the problem? the gun-less Soviet Union’s _Team Defensive Tackle; All
* f 3 * Greeks explained hurricanes  In theory it makes perfect murder rates paralleled or District Second Team Offense

; Running Back); All West Texas
as the wrath of the Gods while sense-“more guns equal more generally exceeded those (Defensi%e Lingman, Co-MVP;

the Mayans saw famine as death”, but according to a of gun-ridden America...by  All West-Texas Super Team

Owen Friess
something similar. Even to- study published in the Harvard the early 1990’s the Russian _Defensive Lineman, 2A All- AcadeoygiiBisrict

day when people look up at the Journal of Law and Public Pol- rate was three times higher St%;; I%z%gg)v;el;%ﬂﬁs_ télf:: ed

night sky and see something icy, “the more guns equal more than United States. Between Festival Selection
they don’t understand, it be- death mantra seems plausible 1998-2004 Russian murder
comes a UFO. The problem IF murders mostly involve or- rates were nearly four times
with those kinds of answers is dinary people who kill because higher than American rates...
that they aren’t always true; they have access to a firearm homicide results suggest that
they are only the answers we when they get angry”. When
want to be true. evaluating the mass murders

Continued on Page 3
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Academic All-District; All
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Senior Center Activities
Thurs. November 29 - Happy Birthday Richard Palmer

Fri. November 30 - Run errands
Mon. December 3 -

Tues. December 4 -
Wed. December 5 -

Senior Center Menu

Thurs. November 29 - Smothered steak, Mashed potato,
Mix greens, Roll, Peach shortcake, milk

Fri.  November 30 - Chicken Fajitas, Spanish rice, Pinto
beans, Flour tortilla, Fruit cocktail, milk

Mon. December 3 -

Tues. December 4 -

Wed. December S -

Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older.
Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m. .
Donations are accepted
(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;
$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).

Di rectory

Primera Iglesia Bautista Cl;‘:;:‘;f;,c'm“
504 Santa Clara AT ioan
387-2035 5
The Church of the Good ~ First Baptist Church
Shepherd Presbyterian 387-.2951
319 E. Mulberry
387-2616

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Lighthouse Community Church 40;81‘;:. 21;"51’51‘“
1705 N. Crockett &

g First United Methodist Church

. 201 N. Water
St. Ann’s Catholic Church
229 W. Plum 387-2466
387-2278
& xin Templo Jerusalem
Jehovah’s W}tness Abaniblea De Hios
310 St. Ann’s St 306 W. 4th St
387-5658/387-5518 T 387-5713
Faith Apostolic Church Hope Lutheran Church
120 N. Concho Ave. 417 E. 2nd St.
206-0277 387-5366
Brought to you by:
Kerbow Funeral Home
387-2266
- )
Beaea
*\
SUTTON COUNTY
HEALTH FOUNDATION

Help preserve quality healthcare
locally for generations to come through
Bequests, Donations, Memorials,
Gifts of Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities.
P.O. Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950

All contributions are 100% deductible

www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org
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The Family of Lalo Gonzales would like to extend a heartfelt
“thank you” to this community during this difficult time. The

outpouring of support as demonstrated through prayers, hugs,
food, pastries and recalled memories has been a great com-

fort to our family.

Your thoughtfulness will not be forgotten and is greatly
appreciated. Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts and

prayers.

Nations

"Cattle

Numbers are Dra}y;)ing

COLLEGE STATION -
U.S. cattle numbers con-
tinue to shrink and Texas
is no exception as the Lone
Star State has experienced a
22 percent decline over the
past three years, according
to a Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension Service livestock
specialist.

“Continued drought in
2012 took another year’s
toll on the nation’s cow-
herd, according to the latest
U.S. Department of Agri-
culture inventory report,”
said Dr. David Anderson.
“USDA reported that the
U.S. had the smallest cattle
herd since 1952. The 89.3
million cattle in the U.S. on
Jan. 1 was 1.4 million fewer
than last year.”

Drought caused the Texas
herd to shrink again, An-
derson said, as the state has
the fewest cattle since the
1950s.

“Just over 4 million beef
cows were reported in
Texas on Jan. 1,” he said.
“Texas has lost over 1 mil-
lion beef cows in,the last
three years, representing a
22 percent decline in cow
numbers. Ranchers across
the U.S. and Texas reported
that they held more young
females, or heifers, to be-
gin to replace the cows lost.
Nationwide, 2 percent more
heifers were kept compared
to the year before.”

In Texas, heifer retention

was up approximately 9
percent, he said. Calf prices
have been at levels to en-
courage keeping more heif-
ers, yet those expansion ef-
forts have been difficult due
to dry or drought conditions
both nationally and in Tex-
as, Anderson said.
“But, even though more
heifers were kept, they were
not enough to offset the
number of cows lost,” An-
derson said. “Most of Texas
continues to be in drought
and the current drought
stretches from South Tex-
as to North Dakota. When
we start thinking about re-
building we have to have
our pastures and range in
recovery.”

Overall, it’s the smallest
cattle herd in the U.S. in 60
years, Anderson said.
“Where are we headed in
2013? I think again we
will contend with tighter
supplies of cattle, high
feed costs, but hopefully,
drought recovery to go with
it :

“Anderson said to expect
tight supplies of calves and
for prices to remain high for
2013.

“I think that will be due
to tighter supplies of cattle
and the potential is there for

v

a possible record high corn
crop if we get the rain in the
Midwest.”

Meanwhile, consumer
demand for beef will be
an area of interest, Ander-
son said. Per capita beef
consumption is declining,
mostly due to declining beef
production and strong beef
exports. But even though
consumers are eating less
beef, on average, they have
been paying record high re-
tail beef prices.

As a consequence, demand

_has the potential to grow

slowly as a result of high
beef prices and overall slow
growth with regards to the
general economy.

“We’ll see slow demand
growth as we slowly grow
incomes,” he said. “In the
meantime, beef will face
tough competition from
pork and poultry supplies.”

The Devil’s River News ¢ Thursday, January 31, 2012

“Happy Birthday” Apa
Few are blessed to have a Father, Grandfather,
Great Grandfather, Great Great Grandfather Cel-
ebrating 100 years- “A Century Old”.

The Castilleja family are proud t6 celebrate
with honor the Birthday of Benjamin Castilleja.
He has been a great asset to the Community by
serving many Sutton and surrounding communi-
ties as “El Capitan” for goat and sheep sheering
industry. At the age of 83 he retired from his
trade, still stayed active enjoying his hobby of
making jewlery and belt buckles.

In 2002 he was awarded with the Pioneer of the
Year Plaque from the Friends of Historic Main
Street Program.

With Gods Will we invite the public:

February 12-Thanksgiving Mass at 5:00 p.m.

at the residence at 108 South 2nd Street.
February 13- “His Birthday” all day-come and
go. Refreshments will be served.

West Texas Gas wants to apologize
to our customers in Sonora for the
loss of natural gas supply that oc-
curred on the afternoon of January
2 5rd while performing a required
pipeline replacement project.

We would like to thank you all for
your patience and understanding
while we worked to restore services.

Your cooperation with our employ-
ees during this emergency was
greatly appreciated.

West Texas Gas, Inc.
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Continued from Front Page: The Second Amendment

where guns are scarce other

weapons are substituted in
killings”.
In the late 1990’s, England
went so far as to ban all
kinds of handguns and many
kinds of rifles. “Hundreds of
thousands of guns were con-
fiscated from those owners
law-abiding enough to turn
them in,” according to the
Harvard study, “The ban’s in-
effectiveness was such that by
the year 2000 violent crime
had so increased that Eng-
land and Wales had Europe’s
highest violent crime rate, far
surpassing even the United
States”. The crime rate grew
much faster than the English
justice system could process
the criminals, resulting in an
English policy of not inves-
tigating burglary and minor
assaults. “As of 2006, if the
police catch a mugger, rob-
ber or burglar, the policy is to
release them with a warning
rather than to arrest and pros-
ecute them”. A senior English
police official conducted a
study on English gun control
for his thesis at the Cambridge
University Institute of Crimi-
nology, it found that” half a
century of strict controls...
has ended perversely, with
a far greater use of [hand-
giins] in crime than ever be-
fore”.

All across Europe where
gun ownership is common
there is a different trend
evident. Countries like
Norway, Finland, Germany,
France and Denmark have
high rates of gun ownership
but have murder rates lower
than in countries where gun
ownership is not common.
“For example, Luxem-
bourg, where handguns are
totally banned and owner-
ship of any kind of a gun is
minimal, had a murder rate
nine times higher than Ger-
many in 2002” (Harvard
Journal of Law and Pub-
lic Policy). Europe's mur-
der rate is higher than that
of the United States', but
has only 14% the civilian
gun ownership of the U.S.
Conversely, the U.S. has
7.33 times the civilian gun
ownership of Europe, but a
lower murder rate.

The facts about U.S.
gun ownership and violent
crime tend to reflect what
was seen in Europe, with the
exception that the U.S. has
a lot more guns available
to its citizens. Production
data from firearm manufac-
turers indicates that there
are around 300 million fire-
arms owned by civilians
in the United States as of
2010. In 2005 a nationwide
Gallop poll found that 67%
of gun owners bought their
weapon to protect against
crime, 66% were for target
shooting, and 41% were for
hunting. How does this re-
late to a higher murder rate
in the US? The answer is

very poorly.

The United States is cur-
rently experiencing its low-
est murder rate at 4.7 mur-
ders per 100,000 people

since before 1911 (The

Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation). According to the
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, of the
206 nations listed, the U.S.
ranks 103. The same de-
partment in the UN looked
at the relationship between
murders and gun ownership
in those same countries.
They found that there was
a negative correlation be-
tween the two (more guns =
less murders).

Guns do play a role in
violent crime in the U.S.
but according to a study
conducted by the Depart-
ment of Justice that rate
may not be as high as
most people might think.
“Roughly 5,340,000 violent
crimes were committed in
the United States in 2008.
These include simple/ag-
gravated assaults, robber-
ies, sexual assaults, rapes,
and murders. Of these,
about 436,000 or 8% were
committed by offenders
visibly armed with a gun”.
Yes 8% is a high number
but if you consider the re-
sults of a 1994 study by the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention there is an-
other side of the argument
of gun control, and that’s
as a deterrent. “Americans
used guns to frighten away
intruders who are break-
ing into their homes about
498,000 times per year”.

A Washington D.C. law in
1976 prevented residents
from possessing handguns
and that all fire arms in pri-
vate homes to be unloaded
or disassembled. In 2008,
the Supreme Court struck
down that law as uncon-
stitutional but in the years
it was in effect the murder
rate in Washington D.C. av-
eraged 73% higher than it
was before the law was in
effect. A similar law was
enacted in Chicago in 1982
to ban all handguns (except
for those registered with the
city government). Since
that ban the percentage
of Chicago murders from
handguns averaged 40%
higher than before the law.
In a 2005 Chicago Mur-
der Analysis Report by the
Chicago Police Department
it was found that, “96% of
the fircarm murder victims
in Chicago were killed with
handguns”. It’s important
to note that all these mur-
der rates increased while a
ban or severe control on fire
arms was in effect.

Conversely there were
some states that passed
right-to-carry laws. These
laws allowed citizens to
carry concealed weapons
(after attaining the proper
permits) on their person
in public places. Florida’s

Antonio Torres
Owner

PO Box 402
Sonora, TX 76950
(325)206-0147

*Home Additions
*Concrete Slabs

«Ceramic Tile °*Foundations
*Remodeling ‘Ig’ltﬁ?cloRoofs
oP 1 t' .

oy *Rock Work

Invest in the Future Value of
your Home or Business

antoniohtorres@yahoo.com

Residential and Commercial

right-to-carry law was en-

acfed in 1987, and in that

time the murder rate has
averaged 36% lower than
it was before the law took
effect. Texas’ right-to-car-
ry laws became effective in
1996, and in that time the
murder rate has decreased
by 30%.

It does make sense that
more guns mean murders,
but sometimes the answer
we find is not the answer we
are looking for. There have

been some terrible things
that our country has had to
face in the past few years.
These things were done by
bad people. Some were
sick, while others were just

‘evil. We all need to come

to realize that our world has
evil in it. It doesn’t matter
if evil decides to use a rock,
fork, words, or even a gun.
Evil will have its way and
punishing the tool of an evil
person or act does not en-
sure evil will go away.

Sonora Alumni Scholarship
Sells Burgers for Graduates

The Sonora Alumni Scholarship Committee is proud to an-
nounce that our Hamburger Lunch and Alumri Meeting pro-
duced $845.00 for the scholarship fund.

That same weekend we received $1200.00 in pledges. Cur-
rently we have collected $900.00 of the $1200.00 pledged.

The scholarship fund received a $100. Pledge in honor of
one of our Alumni — Jack Johnson.

If anyone or any entity would like to contribute to a scholar-
ship for the 2013 Class, contact John Wade, Rex Ann Friess

or Anita Hudson.

Also, you can drop your check off at the Sonora Bank with

JoAnn Jones.

The scholarship fund is held by a “tax exempt arm” of the

Sonora Bank.

This is exciting and could end up being the best scholarship
available for our 2013 graduating Broncos.

Piano Lessons
By
Mr. Moore
50 Years of
Teaching
~ Experience

Local Contact:
325-387-3108

or
325-365-3702
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Sonora Service

Directory

Allison

Norrell Plumbing

325-387-2191
cell 972-215-9836

M-40069
Corey Norrell

Oilfield Contractor
Asphalt & Concrete
Construction

email:chowardconst@sonoratx.net
phone: (325) 387-3093
fax: (325) 387-5543
mobile: (325) 206-0497

Judy Edwards
Well Service Licensed Massage Therapist
The Cutting Edge :
325-446-2382 1001 St. Anns St.
All your pump 325-234-5554
and windmill needs.
BRONCO Brewer
HAIR Refrigeration
SALON Lic. #TACLBO12114C
MON- FRI TIce Maghines
L:300m - 5:00PM Sﬂpz-mc:-eic;etals
Saturday 9AM - 2PM  Sahim RN
Tami Fitzgerald 325-835-2141
(z25)20 6-0982 Mobile 450-2793
whitly Hernandez
(325)226-84 80
Kim Fambro
(325)226-8122 ias
Carl J. Cahill, Inc. Floor Covering
e Carpet-Vinyl-Tile
CONTRACTOR Mﬂ-
(325) 387-2524 201 Avel Ozona, TX
Sonora, TX
Charles Howard
Construction, Inc.

Rafter W Feed

201 Cedar
387-3042

Your local Acco, Purina
and Sure Fed
Feed Dealer

=o%

Circle Y
Firearms
Ray Yourgalite
325-206-2171

\

Victor’s
Automotive
Wrecker Service
24/7

504 N. Crockett Ave
Sonora, TX 76950
(325)387-5746

(325)206-0524
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Month of
February Tips

@ EXTENSION

Texas A&N Systern

According to the ground
hog, we may not have much
winter left. Our average last
frost date is typically the
last of March . But, with
February well underway,
some folks may be taking a
peek toward spring and the
upcoming growing season.
So, for you gardeners, here
are a few thoughts.

Planting:
You can plant cool season

By Pascual Hernandez,
Sutton County Agricultural
Extension Agent

only very lightly the first

year.
If you’re thinking about
transplanting  established

landscape shrubs and trees,
that should be done while
they are still dormant.
Pruning:
You can prune trees and ev-
ergreen shrubs before new
growth begins. Remember:
DO NOT TOP shade trees.
Fruit trees should be

vegetables, in relation to pruned. Peach, apricot, and
average last freeze date: plum trees should be pruned
onions(6-8weeks  prior), to a bowl shape. Pears and
broccoli, cabbage, cauli- figs should be pruned little
flower, brussels spouts (4 ifatall.

weeks prior) and spinach,  Miscellaneous Choirs:
lettuce, radishes, tumnips, Apply pre-emergent weed-
chard (2-4 weeks prior). killer granules late in the
That means you can start month to prevent germina-
“warming up” to the idea of tjon of crabgrass, and grass-
preparing a garden bed. burs. Read the label about

You still ‘have time to fin- repeat applications.
ish planting pecan and fruit  For additional information

trees. Just don’t fertilize contact the Sutton County
newly transplanted trees or Extension Office.
shrubs until after they have

started to grow, and then

Cody Barber
Academic All-District

Chance Campbell
Academic All-District; All-
District First Team Defensive
Back; All-District Second Team
Offense (Running Back); All-
West Texas Free Safety; All-
West Texas Super Team Utility
Player; 2A All-State Defensive
Team (Selected by The Old
Coach)

Sid Anderson
All-District First Team Defense

(Inside Linebacker) Lionel DeLeon

Academic All-District; All
District First Team Offensive
Lineman

Ethan Patlan
Academic All-District; All
District Second Team Offensive

‘ Lineman

e

Congratulations to
All of Our Bronco

Student Athletes

Sonora Exhibitor Wins Reserve
Champion in Ft. Worth

FORT WORTH, TEXAS - LANE CAHILL, A 4-H MEM-
BER from SONORA, EXHIBITED the RESERVE CHAM-
PION EWE AT THE JUNIOR DORPER BREEDING
SHEEP SHOW at the 2013 Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo
on JANUARY 28. The 2013 Show is proud to be hosting
nearly 10,000 junior exhibitors from across Texas, competing
for prizes and $107,445.00 in premiums.

Since 1896, the Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo has re-
mained a prominent figure in the livestock industry. The na-
tion’s oldest livestock show will see a record of over 25,000
head of world-class livestock roll through “Cowtown” be-
tween January 18 - February 9. While the show is continually
looking ahead, the focus on the livestock industry and our
youth is unwavering.

“One of the Show’s main priorities is our commitment to the
livestock industry and the agriculture leaders of tomorrow,”
said Bradford S. Barnes, President and General Manager of
the Fort Worth Stock Show. “Junior exhibitors learn many
valuable life lessons during their years of showing livestock,
which will serve them well throughout their lives. Our Show
ensures a progressive future for agriculture by assisting in the
development and education of 4-H and FFA students.”

The 117th edition of the legendary Fort Worth Stock Show
& Rodeo offers visitors a chance to experience the unique
western lifestyle along with a one-of-a-kind combination of
history, tradition and Western heritage. For more information,
results and a detailed daily schedule, visit www.fwssr.com.

Will Dutton
Academic All-District; All Dis-
trict Utility Team

Ricky Martinez
All-District Second Team De-
feinsive (Outside Linebacker)

Brett Castillo
All District First Team Defen-
sive Back, All-West Texas De-
fensive Back, All West Texas

Super Team Defensive Back Elijah Cross

Academic All-District, District
Newcomer of the Year; All
West Texas Defensive Line-
man; Co-MVP, All-West Texas
Super Team Defensive Line-
man

The Devil’s River News ¢ Thursday, February 8, 2013

The Sweetest Hearts

Jacob Gonzales and Holly Sparks we choosen as the Sweetest
Hearts fromthe SonoraMiddle School studentbody on Thursday,
January 31, 2013. The dance was held in the middle school cafe-
teria with music provided by Jody Luttrell and Ben Taylor. The
theme for the dance was Candyland chosen by the SMS Student
Council members. Refreshments were served and the
middle school students had a great time in their fin-
est attire! Great memories by all who attended the dance.

Juniors and Sophmores

Andres Acevedo
Academic All-District, All
District First Team Punter, All
West Texas Punter

Michael Rollert
Academic All-District, All
District Second Team Offense
(Quarterback)

All Classes of Sheep & Goats

Bought - Sold
*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412*

Certified Scales
(325) 853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

Wil “The Gas
v Iyel, Enhancement
Company”
5 Corporate:
(800) 805-9178

Sonora Office:
(325) 387-2585

Sutton County, Texas
MISSION

To provide unparalleled technical expertise.and superior local ser-
vice to our customers, through cost-effective applications of cus-
tomized specialty chemicals.

P
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All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
al to advertise “any preference,
imitation or' discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national
origin, or an intention, to make
any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in vio-
lation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimina-
tion call HUD toll-free 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Employment

Now Hiring: Lubrication Ser-
vices is currently seeking drivers
with tractor trailer or bobtail ex-
perience and a Class A or Class
B CDL with Tanker & HAZMAT
endorsements. Experience com-
petetive wages and great! ben-
efits including medical, vision,
dental and life insurance, 401 (k)
and more. To apply, please fax
resume to 325-387-5762 or call
325-387-2654.

Lubrication Services, LLC

201 Railroad

Sonora, Texas 76950

4 Bed 2 Bath Single Mobile
Home, with 2 car Carport
included. At stadium Park for
35k. All offers will be consid-
ered. Please call 325-206-1766
or 325-206-1751,

PERSONAL CARE
ATTENDANTS

Seeking caring and depend-
able people to work in the homes
of elderly and disabled clients.
Will assist with preparing meals,
shopping, personal care, errands,
light housekeeping, and other
assigned duties. We offer flex-
ible day, evening, and weekend
shifts. Must be at least
18 yrs of age with a clean crimi-
nal background. MUST have
reliable transportation. No cer-
tifications or prior experience
required.

Fax Resume referencing Ad #
12364 to (325)646-2278
For an  application,
1(800)665-4471

Apply online at www.girling.
com. Or apply in-person at 1423
Coggin, BROWNWOOD, TX,
76804. E.O.E, M/F/D/V.

call

The Sonora Police Department
is hiring a TCLEOSE certified
Police Officer. Call the Sonora
Police Department at 325/387-
3888.

ANDERSON

ENERGY
CORPORATION

Oil & Gas Producer

Acquisitions of Royalties

Leases & Production

Sutton County Since 1980.

1-877-892-0123

Term Royallties,

Doing Business in

vvvvvvvvvvv

Caruthers Realty
“The Best of the Best”
Need Listings!

Bob Caruthers - Broker
325-226-3003 Anytime

email: bobc@sonoratx.net

[H

Mittel Dozing

Owned and Operated by
Robert Mittel
325-277-6883

Foreman - Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work - Fire Guards
Ranch Work
General Conservation Work

A Rancher, Working for Ranchers
16 years experience

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT in
CENTRAL TEXAS for ADOLESCENTS

HOPE IS HERE. HELP IS HERE.

Sitting on 33-acres of rolling hilis in Belton, Texas.
Cedar Crest Hospital & RTC provides a safe, healing environment for
adolescents suffering with mental health and chemical dependency issues.

* On-Site School « Most Insurances Accepted

Call 254-939-2100 or 866-543-7779
www.cedarcresthospital.com

C CEDAR CREST
HosritAL & RTC

BEHAVIORAL CENTERS QF AMERICA

Updated Property Tax
Information Now Available
For Texas Taxpayers
Sonora-New and-- Updated
property tax information has
just been compiled by Sutton
County Appraisal District and
is available now to assist with
taxpayers. This property tax

“information is current and covers

a wide range of topics, such as

taxpayer remedies, exemptions,

appraisals and is of value to
select groups, such as disabled

veterans and persons who are 65

years of age or older.

“Whether you are a homeowner,
business manager, disabled
veteran or a taxpayer, it’s
important you know your rights
concerning the property tax
laws.” Said Mary Bustamante,
Chief Appraiser of the Sutton
County Appraisal District. “You
can contact us about property tax
issues with full confidence that
we will provide you the most
complete, accurate and up-to-
date available information to
assist you.”

This includes information
about the following programs.

¢ Property Tax Exemptions
for Disabled Veterans
-The law provides partial
exemptions for any property
owned by veterans who
are disabled, spouses and
survivors . of  deceased
disabled  veterans = and
spouses and survivors of
military personnel who died
on active duty. The amount
of exemption is determined
according to percentage of
service-connected disability.
The law also provides: a
100% exemption for 100%
disabled veterans and their
surviving spouses, beginning
in 2009.

e Property Tax Exemptions-
Non-profit organizations that
meet statutory requirements
may seek property tax
exemptions and must apply
to their county appraisal
district by a specific date.

~ Businesses that receive
tax abatements granted by
‘taxing units, firms that ship
inventory out of Texas,
and businesses that acquire
pollution control property
may also be eligible for
statutory exemptions.

¢ Rendering Taxable
Property -If a business owns
tangible personal property
that is used to produce
income, the business must
file a rendition with its local
county appraisal district by
a specific date. Personal
property includes inventory
and equipment used by a
business. Owners do not
have to render exempt
property such as church
property or an agriculture
producers equipment used
for farming.

e Appraisal Notices - If a
taxpayer’s property value
increased in the last year, the
Texas taxpayer will receive
a notice of appraised value

the option of taking a
taxpayer’s case to district
court or entering into binding
arbitration if the taxpayer is
dissatisfied with the outcome
of the ARB hearing.

¢ Homestead Exemptions
- A homestead is generally
defined as the home and
land used as the owner’s
principal residence on Jan. 1
of the tax year. A homestead
exemption reduces the
appraised value of the home
and, as a result, lowers
property taxes. Applications
are submitted to the
appropriate local county
appraisal district.

e Productivity Appraisal
- Property owners who
use land for timberland
production, agricultural
purposes, and  wildlife
management can be granted
property tax relief on their
land. They may apply to
their local county appraisal
district for an agricultural
appraisal which may result
in a lower appraisal of the
land based on how much the
taxpayer produces, versus
what the land would sell for
in the open market.

* Property Tax Deferral for
Persons Age 65 or Older
and Disabled Homeowners
- Texans who are 65 years
of age or older, or who are
disabled as defined by law,
may postpone paying current
and delinquent property
taxes on their homes by
.signing a tax deferral
affidavit. Once the affidavit
is on file, taxes are deferred,
but not cancelled, as long
as the owner continues to
own and live in the home.
Interest continues to accrue
on unpaid taxes. You may
obtain a deferral affidavit at
the appraisal district.

e Notice of Availability of
Electronic Communication
- Chief appraisers of county
appraisal  districts  and
appraisal review boards my
communicate electronically
through email or other media
with property owners or their
designated representatives.

Written  agreements  are
required for notices and
other documents to be

delivered electronically in
place of mailing.

* Protesting Property
Appraisal Values - Property
owners who disagree with
the  appraisal  district’s
appraisal of their property
for local taxes or for any
other action that adversely
affects them may protest
their property value to the
appraisal district’s appraisal
review board.

For more information about

these programs, contact the

Sutton County Appraisal District

at (325) 387-2809. More

information is also available from
the state Comptroller’s Property

Tax Assistance Division website

at www.window.state.tx.us/

from the appropriate local taxinfo/proptax/ or contact the

board (ARB) can consider
and what to expect during
a protest hearing.  The
publication also discusses

Texas Comptroller’s Property
Tax Assistance Division at (800)
252-9121 and press “2” to access
the menu, and then press “1”.

Scott - Real Estate

Jacoby

P.O. Box 295

Sonora, TX 76950

REALTOR

www.scottjacobyrealestate.com
325-226-2768

sjacoby@dishmail.net

SPORTUMITY

Anita Hudson, Broker
Sam David Hernandez ~ Realtor
Will M. Black ~ Realtor
215 E. Main * Sonora, TX 76950

325-387-6115

{ B

) Y "™ www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com e
Residential Properties
Smmra
708 Mesquite $27,500.00
502 Martin Street $29,500.00
1004 St. Anns Ave. $45,000.00 Contract Pending
119 Kisselburg $45,500.00 Price Reduced!
111 W College $64,500.00 New Listing!
817 E 2nd St. $82,000.00
109 Draw Street $100.000.00
112 Oakwood $142,500.00
309 Hightower $139,500.00 Price Reduced!
111 Sonora Dr. $165,000.00
105 Sawyer Court $169,500.00 Price Reduced!
412 E. 2nd St. $255,000.00
Residential Properties
s zzgna ]
1108 Ave. A, Ozona $150,000.00 New Listing
1106 Ave. C, Ozona $200,000.00
Commercial Properties
404 Sutton Ave. - Lot - 1/2 Acre + $55,000.00
606 Crockett Ave.- Vacant Gas Station $64,500.00
201 N Ave E - Ozona $200,000.00
208 Hwy 277 S - Commercial/Income Producing $225,000.00
847 Meridian Drive - Large Office Bldg. $240,000.00
232 E Main Street - Mercantile Building $325,000.00
Acreage
100 acres - Crockett County $65,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County $70,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County $75,000.00
100 Acres Crockett County $80,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County $95,000.00
120 Acres - Crockett County $108,000.00
100 acres - Crockett County $115,000.00
110.47 acres - Crockett County $200,000.00
300 Aores - Crockett County $255,000.00 Price Reduced!
158.66 Acres - Kimble County $205,465.00 Price Reduced!
946.66 acres - Sutton County - Bond Rd. $990,000.00
Approx. 3300 Acres Val Verde County $2,475,000.00
8357.9 acres - Terrell County $2,799,897.00
View all other listings at www.SonoraTexasRealEstate.com

San Angeko Home Health is hinng HOME
HEALTH AIDES. Must have at least one year
expenience a5 a home heatth aide of nursing

assistant in a hosprial or nursing home.
We have a part-time position available in San
Angelo and a part-time position in Sonora.
Please come by 423 South Iving in San
Angelo, fax your resume to 325-655-6602 or
email it to joannedsanangelohomehealth.com.
N telephane calls, please.

multi-chem'

A HALLIBURTON SERVICE
Multi-Chem Production Chemicals is a performance driven and “values” based
chemical company working within the US and Canada. Our vast technology, premier
products and value-added customer service has made us one of the fastest growing
production chemical companies in the country.
Qur values and commitment are about serving our customers, exceeding industry

safely standards, doing the right thing and being the best in ali that we do. We
cumently have the fallowing open position:

Frac Technicians/Delivery Drivers

Ozona, TX
2-5 years experience in the chemical industry. HS or equivalent, strong verbal and written
skills, good people skills, detail oriented, flexible hours, clean MVR, team player. Pump
and tank set-up experience preferred. Class A COL with Hazmat endorsement and tankers
is required.

Competitive Benefit Program: Full insurance coverage to include medical, dental, vision, |
life, ST & LT disability, 401(k} with matching employer contribution, annual vacation, [*
quarterly bonus program, sick leave, holidays, EAP etc, .
Salary commensurate with experience. Drug festing and background checks pedormed for |
all positions. DOT physicals required for all driver positions.
Please fax or email resume to:

Attn: HR Manager
Fax: (325) 486-7887

Emall: sheri.whitaker@halliburton.com
E0E
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