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A Year in Review

In the past year we have seen
our fair share of goings on in
Sonora. From prison breaks,
petitions, and pointed elec-
tions we each had a front stage
spot for all of it. In this edi-

g

tion of the Devil’s River News

we have re-published some of'

these stories.

As 2013 knocks on our door
we are already faced with fis-
cal cliffs and drought, but if

A Tale of No City:

Dissolve the City

my limited experience has
taught me anything about

-Sonora it’s that we always

find a way to make it through
hard times. It’s those times
that truly define who we are
as a community.

Government?

Pubhshed on March 22, 2012

By Ben D. Taylor

There is an idea currently *
circulating around Sonora that
could potentially impact us all

. for years to come. This idea

centers on disincorporating
the City of Sonora (or doing
away with the city govern-
ment) and having the Sutton
County government manage
our tax dollars to provide ser-
vices to the residents. Doing
away with the city govern-
ment has been brought up sev-
eral times in Sonora’s history,
but it has (to date) never been
acted upon. Some members
of the community have started
the process to address disin-
corporation by circulating a
petition. If enough signatures
are collected, then an item
would be placed on the bal-
lot in the upcoming election
in May where citizens could
vote “yes retain the city”

‘no abolish the city and con-
solidate under the county”.
It is unknown why previous
discussions about doing away
with the city were brought up,
but some of the major driving
forces for the current discus-
sion are centered on manage-
ment of city funds and county
tax rates.

It might be easy to assume
the city is facing serious finan-
cial woes, especially on the
heels of a former City Man-
ager pleading guilty to Felony
Theft charges. In order to un-
derstand fully the scope and
scale of the past actions of city
management staff and policy
makers, current City Manager
Charlie Graves has requested a
forensic audit of the city (the
results of which will be avail-
able in the near future). Even
r given the actions of previous

management, it appears that
the City of Sonora is not in
dire financial shape.
According to the most re-
cent audit of the city (con-
ducted by Coleman Horton
and Company, LLP) has
around $9 million overall in
net assets (money left over
after debt is paid). Specifi-
cally in the proprietary fund
(the fund where we pay fees
for water, sewer, sanita-
tion and airport) currently
has $13 million in revenue
and $7 million in expenses-
which means that it has a to-
tal of $6 million dollars after
debt is serviced. The Gen-
eral Fund receives its money
from property taxes and pays
for most of the services the
residents of Sonora receive
(like police department, code
enforcement, senior center,
Trax Van, fire department, an-
imal control parks and street
maintenance). Last year’s
audit showed that the gen-
eral fund had a total of $1.7
million dollars in revenue,
and $1.9 million in expendi-
tures-which means that the
General Fund’s balance was
around -$200,000. The city
council then approved a mea-
sure to balance that debt by
withdrawing $200,000 from
a “rainy day fund”. It is not
uncommon for the general
fund to have infusions from
other funds (the city council
has approved such measures

Continued on Page 6

“Transformation of EMS A Huge Success”

County Commissioners Hear Report on Hospital Run EMS

By Ben D. Taylor

Sutton County Hospital
District CEO Keith Butler re-
ciently presented the financial
report for the first fiscal year
since the Hospital took over
operations of the EMS to the
Sutton County Commission-
ers. He opened up his pre-
sentation by stating, “All I’ve
got to report today is good
news. The Transformation of
the EMS has been a huge suc-
cess”

A year ago the Sutton Coun-
ty Commissioners voted to
turn control of the county run
all volunteer EMS over to the
Sutton County Hospital Dis-
trict. The main reasons cited
for the action at the time were

in order to save cost and im-
prove service. According to
Butler; both of those reasons
have been validated.

“July is the end of the first
fiscal year and the first year
contribution from the County
ended up being 25% less than
what was budgeted.” But-
ler then went on the explain
that in the second year of the
transformation agreement the
county will start to save even
more money, “ During the sec-
ond year you will realilze a
65% decrease in your contri-
bution.” Butler then present-
ed the County Comissioners
with a $96,000 check by com-
menting, “You [the county]

gave us [the hospital district]
$327,000 for this first year.
We didn’t spend all of it so
I am giving you the differ-
ence”.

Butler also stated that the
current EMS is able to pro-
vide more and faster services
citing faster response time,
full time staff, in house bill-
ing and a new program where
the EMS will provide home
service to patients. i

“You might have noticed the
neev pickup and carport at the
EMS building. All of it was
paid for by a grant at no cost
to the taxpayer. That pickup

will be essential for our new

home service program”.

Published on January 5, 2012

Trevino Escapes from
County Jail:
The Search Continues

By Ben D. Taylor

A 20 year old man by the
name of Jose Luis Trevino
escaped from the Sutton
County Jail at approxi-
mately 9:30 in the morning
on Monday, January 2nd.
Trevino is 5 foot 11 inches
and 210 pounds, and was
last seen wearing a.white
jail uniform. At the time of
press he was still at large,
but Sutton County Sheriff
Joe Fincher commented
that, “we believe he has left
the county all together. He
has known ties to people in
Del Rio and Ft. Stockton,
SO we are concentrating
our search in those areas
he is most likely to look for
refuge”.

When asked specifically
about the escape, Fincher
stated that, “he went out

through a door that was in-
advertently left unlocked.
I contacted the Texas Jail
Commission immediately
and reported the escape,
and am in the process of
submitting a report to them

as well. Rest assured that
we are making corrections
to ensure this does not hap-
pen again.” Fincher was
also quick to dispel any ru-
mors on the specific on the
escape, “Trevino did not as-
sault anyone in the course
of his escape, and he was
not a trustee.”

The search for Trevino
began immediately after
his escape, “I contacted all
of the area agencies right
away to inform them of
the situation. I also spoke
personally with Kimble
County Sheriff Cantu who
offered the support of his
office.” The search also in-
cluded horse and dog teams
from the Colorado City and
Ft. Stockton Prisons, a DPS
helicopter, Sutton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s department,
Sonora Police Department,
Texas Ranger support, The
Border Patrol and support
from the U.S. Marshall’s
Service.
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Senior Center Activities
Thurs. November 29 - Happy Birthday Richard Palmer

Fri. November 30 - Run errands
Mon. December 3 -

Tues. December 4 -
Wed. December 5 -

Senior Center Menu
Thurs. November 29 - Smothered steak, Mashed potato,

Mix greens, Roll, Peach shortcake, milk

Fri. November 30 - Chicken Fajitas, Spanish rice, Pinto
beans, Flour tortilla, Fruit cocktail, milk

Mon. December 3 -

Tues. December 4 -

Wed. December 5 -

Participants in the senior nutrition program must be 60 or older.~
Meals are served Monday - Friday at 12:00 p.m.
Donations are accepted
(suggested donation for Seniors is $2.00;
$5.00 for under 60 and all other meals-to-go).

Directo ry

Primera Iglesia Bautista C';‘:)TII:I%VChriSt
504 Santa Clara 3873 lgaéer
387-2035 :
The Church of the Good gl ??%ﬁsct)ackhurch
Shepherd Presbyterian 387 '2951
319 E. Mulberry ;
387-2616
_ St. John’s Episcopal Church
: g 404 E. Poplar
Lighthouse Community Church 387-2955

1705 N. Crockett

i First United Methodist Church

201 N. Water

St. Ann’s Catholic Church 3872466

229 W. Plum
387-2278

Templo Jerusalem
Asamblea De Dios
306 W. 4th St
387-5713

Jehovah’s Witness
310 St. Ann’s St
387-5658/387-5518.

Faith Apostolic Church
120 N. Concho Ave.
206-0277

Hope Lutheran Church
417 E. 2nd St.
387-5366

Brought to you by:
Kerbow Funeral Home
387-2266

Beeac
-

SUTTON COUNTY
HEALTH FOUNDATION

Help preserve quality healthcare
locally for generations to come through
Bequests, Donations, Memorials,
Gifts of Life Insurance, Real Estate and Securities.
P.O. Box 18, Sonora, Texas 76950

All contributions are 100% deductible

www.suttoncountyhealthfoundation.org ]
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Jack Alton Lawson was born October 8, 1958, in Odessa,
Texas, to Don and Mary Lawson. He passed away at
Midland Memorial Hospital on December 21, 2012.
Jack lived in Odessa until junior high when his family
moved to Sonora, Texas. He graduated from Sonora
High School in 1977. During these years, he met his
high school sweethéart with WHom He raised three chil-
dren. Jack’s three children and two grandchildren were
his pride and joy. He never missed an opportunity to
share stories and pictures of his "babies". He followed
in his father’s footsteps, working in the oilfield for many
yeats before retiring in Odessa. Jack thoroughly enjoyed
fishing with his dad and brother, watching sports on tele-
vision, and spending time with his family. He shared a
passion of working on trucks with his only son, Hunter.
Jack was a very hard worker who always put others be-
fore himself.

Jack was preceded in death by his mother, Mary Culva-
house Lawson. He is survived by his dad, Don Lawson,
of Odessa; his brother, Dan Lawson, and wife Susan,
of Fulshear, Texas; his daughters, Heather Cearley and
husband Cole, of Sonora, Texas, and Hillary Lawson, of
Sonora, Texas; son Hunter Lawson, also of Sonora, Tex-
as; grandchildren Lynden and Lane Cearley, of Sonora,
Texas; his niece, Danali Lawson, of Waco, TX. His “cho-
sen” brother and sister, Prissy Pollot, of Montegomery,
Alabama; and Billy Bob Galbreth, ‘and wife Kathy, of
San Angelo, Texas. He also had a cherished relationship
with his cousin, Karen Munsell. His aunt, Jeanette Ben-
nett, and husband Danny, of San Angelo, Texas, always
had a special place in his heart. Jack is also survived by
many other aunts, uncles, and cousins.

Pallbearers were Jim Gulley, Houston Powers, Ronald
"Scooter" Surber, Scott Brasher, Arnold “Buffy” Nor-
man, and Joe Fincher. Honorary pallbearer is Jimmy
Powers. :

Jack’s services were held at Sunset Memorial Gardens
and Funeral Home in Odessa, Texas on December 27th
at 2 PM.

Galvan Pro

Structural Pipe |
7 ft. & 8 ft. Posts,
Rods, Etc.

Buy - Sell - Trade

Robert Galvan
Big Lake, TX

325-650-1401
325-884-7006

Pattie Edwards Merrill passed away on Sunday, De-
cember 30, 2012. She was born in Washington DC on
March 21st, 1924 to John Rawlings Edwards and Ca-
milla McMullan Edwards. She lost her precious mother
to tuberculosis iwhen she was only 5 months old. She
then led a happy and carefree life in Hertford, NC being
raised by her grandparents Pattie Valentine Edwards and
W.E. Clifton Edwards (Mama and Papa) She graduated
from Perquimans County High School in 1941 then en-
tered East Carolina Teachers College.

While in college, on a school break, she went to a dance
via a bus that went through town picking up the local
girls. By the time the bus got to her house, it was full of
all the girls plus the military men from bases in the area.
Pat had to take a seat that was already occupied by two
people. She spotted one by a cute navy boy and the rest
was history! She married that man, Lieutenant Leo B.
Merrill on January 6th, 1944. After a very short honey-
moon, he went back in service and she finished college.
After she graduated, they headed to California where he
would be released from active military status and begin
looking for a job. As they were driving through the pan-
handle of Texas in the late summer in extreme heat, she
stated "you couldn't make me come back to this state if
you gave it to me". Little did she know that they would
be back there in less than six months and she would later
say about her beloved Texas, "I wasn't born here but I
got here as fast as I could!" Leo found his job at the
Texas A&M Experiment Station in Sonora and Pat im-
mediately fell in love with the country life: the beautiful
hills and oaks, all the wonderful little animals and the
people that would become life long friends. Pat began
her teaching career at Rocksprings High School teaching
Home Economics. After her first child Clift came along
and started school, she took a 7th grade science class in
Sonora. When her second child, Pattie, started school
she found her true calling: teaching Kindergarten.

She started that phase of her career by going to L.W.
Elementary in Sonora with a class of 20 children that
spoke little or no English. She spoke no Spanish but
with her mentor and savior Jewel Sykes by her side, they
all learned from each other and by the end of the year
the children were fluent in English. For five years, she
taught kindergarten classes of all Spanish-only-speaking
children and as a result, there are around a hundred 46-51
year-old former students of Mrs. Merrill's living in Texas
and the U.S. who now speak English with an east North
Carolinian accent.

When that school closed, she moved to Sonora Central
Elementary where she finished her career with 33 years
of teaching to her credit. Also, in 1977 she received her
masters degree in elementary education from Texas A &
M university. She was extremely proud to be both an
ECTC pirate and a Fightin' Texas Aggie!

Her retirement years were spent traveling, with her
favorite places to visit being Tasmania, part of a trip to
Australia, and Nags Head NC, where she went every
summer of her life until the last two years. She loved
playing bridge with those lifelong friends, and her favor-
ite part of retirement was to spend time with her kids and
grand kids. She would drop everything if a game of go-
fish was requested and would always fill an order of pot
roast, twice baked potatoes, lime sherbet and of course
oatmeal!

Both her kids and all five grand daughters got to see her
and spend precious moments with her the day before she
left her earthly body and they will always cherish those
moments.

Pat was preceded in death by her mother Camilla Ed-
wards, her grandmother Pattie Edwards, grandfather Clif-
ton Edwards, special aunt and second mother Mildred
"Mic" Whitley, father Jack Edwards, step-mother Mary
Shepard "Emmy" Edwards and husband of 60 years Leo
Merrill. ;

Pat is survived by her children, son Clifton Edwards
Merrill, his wife Pat and much loved grand dogs Shadow

EXPERIENCE
COUNTS

Lawyers with more than 100

years combined expertise.

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., J.D.

Docror-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

It's easy to blame the dkrivgr vtvt?en ahbig
rig is involved in a wreck, but the truth is :
usually much more complex. When trucking Richard A. Dodd, L.C.

company management cuts comers in  limothyR. RC.
training, equipment and Maintenance, the e row st oo o
rest of us pay the price. If you or someone KO FEE FOR FIRST ViSIT

you love has been killed or injured in an

18-wheeler truck wreck, call us today for Jig| -800-40-0606 _

professional insight. www.YourCarWreck com
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Sonora Lady Bronco CHAMPIONS at the
82nd Annual Mary Tatum
Basketball Tournament

In the past two seasons the
Lady Broncos have made it to
the finals of six straight tour-
naments. Sonora has won the
Harper Tourney twice and
now are the (Reagan Co.)
Mary Tatum Champions.
The Lady Broncos are peak-
ing at the right time. District
starts January 4th in Alpine.
The Lady Broncos went 4-0
in the tourney and now have
a season record of 20-2. The
first game pitted the Broncos
against Coahoma with the
Sonora team winning 67-37.
Four Lady Broncos were in
double digits scoring — Ky-
lie Love (12), Gracie Dozier
(12), Avery Nolen (13) and
Jaye Sanchez (17). Jaye and
Gracie paced the offense with
5 assists each and Kylie (7
rebounds), Abby Creek (5)
Zella Powers (5) and Avery
(7) controlled the boards. The

~Lady Broncos shot 48% from
the field and 72% from the FT
line. In the second game of
the day, Sogora was matched
with the verfy confident Mc-

Camey team winning 63-39.
Gracie Dozier shot 7 for 9 on
the way to 17 points. Avery
Nolen turned in a other solid
performance with 13 points,
4 assists and 4 steals. Jaye
Sanchez recorded 10 assists

and Kylie Love controlled

the paint with 11 boards.
Tyler Hampton, Zella Pow-
ers and Katie Hartman were
spark plugs off the bench.
The Lady Broncos shot 50%
for the game. Day two Sonora
found Stanton and Sonora had
a dominating defensive per-
formance with a 55-28 wic-
tory. Sonora forced 36 turn-
overs and limited Stanton to
23% shooting. On offense, the
entire team was in the scor-
ing column: Kylie (10 points
& 11 boards), Zella Powers
(5 points & 6 boards), Katie
Hartman (1 point & 2 steals),
Gracie Dozier (10 points &
7 assists), Avery Nolen (12
points & 3 steals), Jaye San-
chez (9 points & 3 steals),
Tyler Hampton (2 points & 3
rebounds), JoJo Guiterrez (1

point & 2 steals), Naomi Doz-
ier (2 points & 2 rebounds)
and Abby Creek (4 points and
8 boards). In the finals against
longtime rivals — BALL-
INGER - the Lady Broncos
won 59-48.The Sonora team
outscored the Ballinger team
24-13 in the all important 4th
quarter to run away with the
win. The pressure defense
and ‘run and fun’ offense
were keys to the victory. Ky-
lie Love had 19 points and 5
blocks to earn MVP honors.
Gracie Dozier (14 points and
7 assists), Avery Nolen (9
points, 5 assists and 5 steals)
and Jaye Sanchez AKA Logan
Smith (8 points, 5 assists and
10 REBOUNDS) were also
named to the all-tournament
team. Abby Creek (4 points,
8 rebounds and 3 steals) had
another inspired performance
and logged extra minutes with
the very productive subs in
the 3rd quarter to set up the
fourth quarter run. It was an-
other team victory for the
Lady Broncos.

Published January 14, 2012

Caught

By Ben D. Taylor

Jose Luis Trevino was re-
apprehended by U.S. Mar-
shalls in Del Rio on Wednes-
day, January 4th around 3:00
p-m. Sutton County Sheriff
Joe Fincher was on the scene
during the re-capture and later
commented that, “Joe frank
Martinez (Val Verde County

Sheriff and the Rangers did-

an excellent job of putting the
operation together. They cov-
ered all the bases and made
sure nobody got hurt.”
Trevino was free for about 48
hours before the Texas Rang-
ers received a tip on his loca-
tion. Texas Ranger Kenneth
Wadsworth commented, “The
vehicle Trevino was known to

Published Marhch 22, 2012

Girl Scouts Celebrate

100th Anniversary

be in was discovered by rail
road workers next to the rails.
At that point it was just a mat-
ter of time before we caught
him.”

Trevino was apprehended
in a trailer house, and with
known gang ties his re-capture
was approached with care.
“We knew he was associated
with a pretty rough gang, so
safety was very important
to us,” commented Fincher,
“again I cannot stress how
good of a job everyone did in
catching him”.

Ranger Wadsworth com-
mented that, “In the 20 plus
years I have been involved
with the Texas Rangers (part

of that time spent with a fu-
gitive apprehension team in
Odessa) 1 have never been
on an operation that went as
smooth as this one did. This
operation may have ended in
Del Rio but it began almost
immediately after Trevino’s
escape. I was contacted with-
in minutes of his escape, and
at that point we immediately
began a coordinated operation
involving local, state, and fed-
eral agencies. Joe Fincher led
the operation, and he did an
outstanding job handling this
entire multi-agency apprehen-
sion.”

Sonora Service
Directory

Judy Edwards

Allison
Well Service Licensed Massage Therapist
The Cutting Edge
325-446-2382 1001 St. Anns St.
All your pump 325-234-5554
and windmill needs.
BRONCO Brewer
. el AlR ° 0
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Youth Learn The Spirit of Giving

Each Christmas, I write about
community service because it
is great to see folks come to-
gether to do something worth-
while for others. There are
numerous examples, such as
the “red kettle” drives, cloth-
ing drives, care packages for
our service men and women,
or benefit events for those in

"~ need. Another good example

is the local Food Basket Min-
istry. Though it requires many

adults, it focuses on involving
youth.

Lewis Allen, pastor at the
local = Presbyterian church,
coordinates with other pas-
tors and local youth leaders
to collect food items. Church
youth groups and youth or-
ganizations such as 4-H, Cub
Scouts, as well as Jr. High and
High School, can also initiate
food collection drives. Lewis
then meets at the Methodist

| Do you take VIAGRA

NOW AND GET 4 BONUS PILLS FREE!

or CIALIS?
) SAVE 500! |

t 40 100mg/20mg
lis for only $99.00

BUY THE BLUE PILL NOW!
call 1-888-395-8456

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

spontored by boat angel outreach senters

” Donate A Boat
or Car Today!
Bmaq‘t&?’%gg el

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

1-800-CAR-ANGEL

www.boatangel.

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILOREN

com

Since 1978

Odessa » San Angelo ¢ Lubbock ¢+ Artesia, NM

Celebrating our 35th year in business

HYUNDAI

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT AMERICAS, INC.

Think Quality. Think Hyundai.

*119,998"

*Price based on current availabilty.
Price does not include applicable taxes

Church with members of the

various youth groups to over-
see the assembly of food box-
es. These boxes are then dis-
tributed by other volunteers.
It is encouraging to see these
young men and women in-
volved in this way. They will
reach adulthood with a sense
of community service.

The Christmas season is a
time when a lot of people want
to do good things for others.
It is during Christmas that we
are most generous. Volun-
teering is a great way to help
others in their time of need.
Just remember, however, that
many organizations need vol-
unteers year-round. And it is
not always your money that

‘may be needed, it could be

your knowledge, skill, or abil-
ity.

We are both grateful and
proud to have all of you who
are involved in such worth-
while efforts. We also wish
you a “Merry Christmas”
from the Sutton County Ex-
tension Office.

* Operating
Weight
26,460 Ibs.

« Cummins
Engine

« Straight Tipping
Load 21,160 Ibs.

* Breakout Force
24,800 Ibs.

* 6-Foot Heavy
Duty Forks

- * Bucket Size
| 3cu.yd.

» Cab with A/C
and Heater

» Rearview
Camera

.+ Hi-mate GPS
Management
Systems

Call Cisco Equipment today
and discuss how Cisco Equipment
and Hyundai can save you money!

329-693-2121

620 N. Bell
San Angelo, TX 76903

Fast Acting Middle School Student Made Honorary EMT
Published on June 7 2012

Sonora First Graders
Given Free Prevent
Tooth Decay Kits By

- Local Masons

Sonora, TX—All first graders
at Sonora Elementary recent-
ly received free prevent tooth
decay kits through the Fan-
tastic Teeth Fan Club. James
Parry, a member of Dee Ora
Masonic Lodge in Sonora,
organized the effort. Lodge
members assembled and de-
livered 71 Kkits to the school.
The Fantastic Teeth

Fan Club, sponsored by Ma-
sonic Home and School of
Texas, works to prevent suf-
fering from toothaches, re-
duce missed school days due
to dental problems, and cut
costs for dental treatment.
Prevent tooth decay kits
contain: a toothbrush, tooth-
paste, dental floss, healthy
teeth sticker, two-minute tim-
er (optimal brushing time),
Tips for Healthy Teeth educa-
tional info for parents in both
Spanish and English, and a
summary of MHS services.
According to Oral Health

In America: A Report of the
Surgeon General, tooth decay
is the single most common
chronic childhood disease—
five times more common than
asthma and seven times more

common than hay fever. Poor
children are affected by this
epidemic more frequently than
other children, with nearly 12
times more restricted-activity
days due to dental issues than
children from higher-income
families. With more than 1.5
million Texas children living
in poverty, there is a great need
for preventive dental care.
Dental problems also di-
rectly affect success for chil-
dren, with more than 51 million
school hours lost each year to
dental-related illness. Teachers
have judged both classroom
performance and classroom
behavior to be significantly
poorer among children in need
of dental care. Pain and suf-
fering due to untreated dental
disease can also lead to prob-
lems in eating and speaking.
Masonic Home and

School of Texas (MHS) is a
non-profit organization with
a history of helping children
across Texas for more than 100
years. Contact MHS by call-
ing toll-free 1.877.203.9111;
sending an email to info@
mhstx.org; or by visiting the
website, www.mhstx.org.

If you or

Janet, Jenner & Suggs, LLC

Kidney Dialysis Safety Warning
Reports of heart attack and death led the FDA to recall
Granuflo Concentrate and Naturalyte Liquid, which are
commonly used drugs during dialysis.

These products have been shown to increase levels of
sodium bicarbonate in the blood which can lead to:

or died within 72 hours of kidney dml\ms call 1-800-598-5940.

Attorneys admitted In muitiple states. Praclicing nationally on a pra hac vice basis. Principal offices in Baitimore, MD, Columbia, SC & Ashevifie, NC

1-800-598-5940
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PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

Sutton County, Texas
MISSION

To provide unparalleled technical expertise and superior local ser-
vice to our customers, through cost-effective applications of cus-
tomized specialty chemicals.

“The Gas
Enhancement
Company”
Corporate:
(800) 805-9178

Sonora Office:
(325) 387-2585

' Glyn Hutto'leestoc

All Classes of Sheep & Goats
Bought - Sold

*5 Miles West of Eldorado on CR 412*
Certified Scales
(325) 853-2717 or (325) 277-8622

You have seen it in movies a
hundred times. It’s the classic
“does anyone know the Heim-
lich maneuver?” part. Usual-
ly it’s someone that is trained
in this maneuver that ends
up saving that person’s life.
In some movies it’s by sheer
luck and what looks to be a
painful lack of knowledge
that someone is saved from
choking. Have you ever won-
dered what you would do if
faced with such an encounter?
Would you be able to stand
up and perform this on some-
one who is truly choking on
something? Or would you sit
by and wait for someone else
to do it. This wasn’t the case
during lunch time at Sonora
Middle School. Thanks to
the heroic act of taking ac-
tion when another person is
in trouble, Jose Hernandez
helped out a fellow student
who started choking. If it had
not been for his fast actions in
the lunch room; the situation
might have turned into a more
dramatic scene. The rewards
for being a hero isn’t what
you would think. Sometimes
it’s just a “thank you” and
you are on your way again.
Other times you receive a gift
from whoever you saved. For
Jose Hernandez it was a bag
of lifesavers from the school
and he was also given an
“honorary EMT” award from
our local EMT’s. Upon hear-
ing about this story and what
transpired from it; it made
me think. How many of us
actually know how to do the
Heimlich maneuver? Person-
ally I have taken a “First Aid”
class but I have never had. to
use it in a real life application.
It makes you wonder who you
would portray in the mov-
ies. Would you be the heroic
person who precisely delivers
this maneuver or would you
be the somewhat heroic per-
son that thrashes the victim
around until the object pops
out. Ibelieve itis a good idea
for us to all look into know-
ing some First Aid. The truth
is you never know when you
will be the one that has to step
up and save a life. The only
question left to ask is...would
you?

Learning a
lesson

A prominent lawyer’s son
dreamed of following in
his father’s footsteps. Af-
ter graduating from college
and law school with hon-
ors, he returned home to
join his father’s firm, intent
on proving himself to be a
skilled and worthy attorney.
At the end of his first day at
work he rushed into his fa-
ther’s office, and said, “Fa-
ther, father! The Smith case,
that you always said would
go on forever -- the one you
have been toiling on for ten
years -- in one single day, I
settled that case and saved
the client a fortune!”His fa-
ther frowned, and scolded
his son, “I did not say that

', it would go on forever, son.

I said that it could go on
forever. When you saw me

4" toiling on that case for days

and weeks at a time, didn’t
it ever occur to you that I
was billing by the hour?”


http://www.boatangel.com
http://www.mhstx.org
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All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
al to advertise “any preference,
imitation or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status or national
origin, or an intention, to make
any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of chil-
dren under 18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in vio-
lation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised in this newspaper are
available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of Jgs'crimina-
tion call HUD toll-free 1-800-669-
9777. The toll-free telephone num-
ber for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Employment

Help Wanted: 1-10 Exxon.
Please stop by for application.

Help Wanted: Need a transport
driver with CDL to work Sonora
& Ozona area. FMI call 325-
387-4464.

Help Wanted: Best Western
Sonora Inn is now hiring for
Front Desk & Housekeeping.
Apply in person @ 270 Hwy 277

For Sale

House for sale by owner: 604
Orient Ave. - 2 Bedroom, 1 Bath,
with connected shop and rest-
room facilities. Call 325-277-
2216 or 325-949-7790.

For Sale: 13 Bred Charolais

GHEALTH CARE

PERSONAL CARE
ATTENDANTS

Seeking caring and depend-
able people to work in the homes
of elderly and disabled clients.
Will assist with preparing meals,
shopping, personal care, errands,
light housekeeping, and " other
assigned duties. We offer flex-
ible day, evening, and weekend
shifts. Must be at least
18 yrs of age with a clean crimi-
nal background. MUST have
reliable transportation. No cer-
tifications or prior experience
required.

Fax Resume referencing Ad #
12364 to (325)646-2278
For an application,
1(800)665-4471

Apply online at www.girling.
com. Or apply in-person at 1423
Coggin, BROWNWOOD, TX,
76804. E.O.E, M/F/D/V.

call

The Sonora Police Department

Scott - Real Estate
J aCOby www.scottjacobyrealestate.com

P.O. Box 295 325-226-2768
sjacoby@dishmail.net

Sonora, TX 76950

REALTOR

House for Sale
118 OAKWOOD

TR

Acquisitions of Royalties
Term Royallties,
Leases & Production

ANDERSON

Doing Business in

ENERGY Sutton County Since 1980.

CORPORATION
Oil & Gas Producer

1-877-892-0123

Mittel Dozing

Owned and Operated by
Robert Mittel
325-277-6883

Foreman - Todd Emery 325-277-0979

Brush Work - Fire Guards

3 BR/2BA in good neighborhood. 1955 sq.ft. newly remodeled
home with solid surface coutertops throughout and custom cab-
inets; fireplace, metal roof, sprinkler system, store room with
electricity, parking area in back. Call for appointment (325)

Heifers — Calving Feb-March.
Near Eldo. Lorenzo Lasater
--325.656.9126

is hiring a TCLEOSE certified
Police Officer.  Call the Sonora
Police Department at 325/387-

Ranch Work
General Conservation Work

4X5 Peanut Hay Bales: $80/

Roll, $20/Roll delivery from.

Dilly, TX to 10 mile radius of
Sonora 210-219-9794

Employment

Now Hiring: Lubrication Ser-
vices is currently seeking drivers
with tractor trailer or bobtail ex-
perience and a Class A or Class
B CDL with Tanker & HAZMAT
endorsements. Experience com-
petetive wages and great ben-

resume to 325-387-5762 or call

3888.

For Rent

Building for Rent: 40 x 40
building, has 2 office areas and
one shop/work bay area, easy ac-
cess. FMI call 387-3154

Private lot for Rent: large
fenced in lot on a quiet street
available. FMI call 387-3154

Mobile Homes
For Lease: RV lots, 3BR/2BA

1060

206-2081 or (325)3873093

Price Reduced
$189,000

Caruthers Realty

“The Best of the Best”
Need Listings!

Bob Caruthers - Broker

A Rancher, Working for Ranchers
16 years experience

Seasons

efits including medical, vision, Mmobile homes and mobile home : 325-226-3003 Anytime ,
dental and life insurance, 401(k) lots for lease. Mobile home for @ : IE
and more. To apply, please fax Sale $3000. FMI call 830-313- g email: bobc@sonoratx.net

325-387-2654.
Lubrication Services, LLC
201 Railroad

Sonora, Texas 76950

For Lease

Ranch for lease: 6000 acres 20
miles west of Rocksprings, lots
of dry grass. FMI call John at
830-683-5107

RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT in
CENTRAL TEXAS for ADOLESCENTS

HOPE IS HERE. HELP IS HERE.

Sitting on 33-acres of rolling hills in Belton, Texas.
Cedar Crest Hospital & RTC provides a safe, healing environment for
adolescents suffering with mental health and chemical dependency issues.

+ On-Site School * Most Insurances Accepted
Call 254-939-2100 or 866-543-7779

www.cedarcresthospital.com

C CEDAR CREST
HospriTaL & RTC

BEHAVIORAL CENTERS OF AMERICA

San Angeks Home Health is hinng HOME b o - G00AM - 2000 Ozona, TX
] 5 ﬁ . ¢ 2-5 years experience in the chemical industry. HS or equivalent, strong verbal and written
HEALTH AIDES. Must have at least one yedr ; Aﬁ:ﬁ? Hours B 5 APP DLVLtV\AEM/t Onl 5 , skills, good people skills, detail oriented, flexible hours, clean MVR, feam player. Pump

expenience 25 a home health aide of nursing
assistant in a hospital or nursing home.
We have a part-time position available in San

A’gﬂln a"d d pan-ﬁm m’jﬁo“ in m- R K/LS-:Z-gQ Piease_tax or email resume to:
Please come by 423 South Irving in San § w | i ’ | v ‘ pﬁ"'( ;;}ﬁ:;;
Anaelo. fax vour resume to 325-655-6602 or A8 4 8 \ : A §\ \ iy o it oo i

Get over your Hard Drive Woes
And Call Mike Taylor.
Certified Computer Repair Technician.
325-387-2507

Is Your Computer Slow-
Do You Think Your Machine Is Pos-
‘ sessed?
Call Mike and put him to the test.

Bronco Salon |

HaLy Sty List Now Avatlable!

Tuesdn B Frion Y
Q:30AM - 5:00PM

206 East Main St. Now doing Pedicures |

el Tl Fitzgerald  325-206-0982
A Whitly Hemandez  325-226-2480)

~
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From
The

Devil’s
River
News

multi-chem’

A HALLIBURTON SERVICE
Multi-Chem Production Chemicals is a performance driven and ‘values® based
chemical company working within the US and Canada. Our vast technology, premier
products and value-added customer service has made us one of the fastest growing
production chemical companies in the country.

Qur values and commitment are about serving our customers, exceeding industry
safely standards, doing the right thing and being the best in all that we do. We
currently have the following open position:

Frac Technicians/Delivery Drivers

and tank set-up experience preferred. Class A COL with Hazmat endorsement and tankers
is required.

Competitive Benefit Pragram: Full insurance coverage to include medical, derdal, vision,
life, 8T & LT disability, 401(k} with matching employer contribution, annual vacation,
quarlerly bonus program, sick leave, holidays, EAP, etc.

Salary commensurate with experience. Drug testing and background checks performed for
all positions. DOT physicals required for ail driver positions.



http://www.scottjacobvreaiestate.com
http://www.girling
http://www.cedarcresthospital.ojm
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It’s important to note that
even in the best financial
years the General Fund is al-
ways managed on a thin mar-
gin, mainly due to the fact
that it only receives money
when property taxes are paid
(usually all at once in the
month of January). Imagine
managing all of your per-
sonal bills and expenses if
you only get paid once a year.
You would be able to budget
all of your fixed monthly ex-
penses (house payment, utili-
ties and cable) but there is no
way you can plan for unex-
pected doctor bills, vehicle
repair or even theft. This is
why savings accounts are so
important in our personal fi-
nances as well as businesses
and government.

In any discussion with the
county, it becomes important
to fully understand exactly
what a county is and through
that definition what it can
and can’t do (which have a
direct impact on the services
citizens receive and the tax
rate we pay). According to
a House Reach Organization
Focus Report (a document
prepared by the Texas House
of Representatives) a county
is, “a legal subdivision of
the state, a county serves as
an administrative arm of the
state in helping to carry out
the state’s business. A county

- does not have as much auton-
omy [ability to self-govern]
as a city”. In a nutshell, a
county is just a smaller form
of the state government and
does not have as much power
as a city. For example, as
dictated through the Texas
Constitution, a county can-

not pass any zoning laws or
ordinances. That report later
stated a specific problem as-
sociated with the lack of zon-
ing powers for counties.
“Comal County is experienc-
ing problems with rock quar-
ries operating near residential
neighborhoods. Blasts from
the quarries rattle windows,
shake doors, and disturb resi-
dents. Many counties have
experienced problems with
cement batch plants in prox-
imity of residential neighbor-
hoods or schools. County
commissioners are under
pressure from residents wor-
ried about the effect of indus-
tries and other developments,
such as the proliferation of
manufactured home parks in
unincorporated areas, on their
property values.” This means
that if the city disincorporates
then that empty lot next to
your house could be turned
into an enterprise that could
decrease your property value.
The county also has little
choice as to what services it
can provide. By law Sutton
County has to provide: sher-
iff’s office, tax assessor, jus-
tice of the peace, county dis-
trict courts and clerks, county
judge, auditor, treasurer, pro-
bation services, and county
roads. All other services can
be provided if money is avail-
able (Trax van, senior center,
golf course, parks, swimming
pool, museums, etc). The
key to make sure the county
keeps providing all of these
services is to increase revenue
to the county, which in terms
of government, could mean
higher taxes.
Right now the Sutton Coun-
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ty Property Tax rate is .4295
per $100 of property value.
This rate looks different from
what your overall tax bill is
(the total is about $1.71 per

"$100 for the county) only

because the overall tax bill
includes taxes we pay to the
Hospital, Underground Wa-
ter Conservation District and
School. The county has no
authority over what those tax
rates are. With a tax rate of
.4295/$100 the county is able
to bring in $3.4 million annu-
ally and the city (with a tax
rate of .53994/$100) takes in
over $600,000. This means
that the county and city have
a base operational budget of
just over $4 million. Ozona,
for example, is an unincorpo-
rated city located in Crockett
County. The people living
in Ozona do not pay any city
taxes, and the county tax rate
is lower than Sonora City
and County rates combined.
Crockett County (which op-
erates without a city govern-
ment) is able to bring in over
$10 million dollars. The tax
rates in Crockett County are
lower not because they are
unincorporated, but because
they have more valuable nat-
ural resources than Sutton
County (taxes on wind farms
and oil field activity which
Sonora does not have). 1It’s
important to note that Sutton
County and the City of Sonora
are able to provide more ser-
vices to its residents on less
than half Crockett County’s
revenue.

While taxes remain the larg-
est source of revenue for our
local government bodies, the
City of Sonora is also able to
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take advantage of a city sales
tax. This sales tax is used to
supplement funding for sev-
eral different organizations in
Sonora that serve county as
well as city residents (Cham-
ber of Commerce, Economic
Development Board and Ice
House Ranch Museum). Due
to the counties limited power
without collect a sales tax,
it’s likely the funding sources
for these organizations would
dissipate.

However; in certain instanc-
es, a county can levy a sales
tax. Ifitis approved by voters
a “county assistance district”
can be created to fund many
different services. It’s pretty
complicated and can only be
set at a predetermined rate - in
other words, you could prob-
ably fund only one or two
things because of the limita-
tion on total sales tax. This
is in the Local Government
Code, chapter 387. You al-
ways have to remember that
Texas has a cap on sales tax,
so you can only add a little to
the state tax (also remember
that the county is a part of the
state government which re-
stricts the level a county sales
tax rate can be set). The most
common use of these taxes is
for fire department districts
and the second most common
use is for EMS.

A portion of the funds col
lected by a city sales tax is
also earmarked for the main-
tenance and repair of the city
streets. The Texas Legislature
established the street mainte-
nance sales tax in 2001. The
purpose of the legislation is
to allow cities to adopt a sales
tax rate of up to 1/4th of one
percent to be fully dedicated

2Q HWY 277 NORTH
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to the maintenance and repair
of existing streets. What this
means is that if a city votes
to adopt the city maintenance
sales tax (as Sonora has), then
the city gets to keep a por-
tion of the sales tax (instead
of sending it to the Comp-
troller’s office) to use on its
roads. Currently the Sutton
County and the City of Sonora
have an agreement where the
city pays the county (with
sales tax money) to repair the
streets in Sonora. Without the
city in existence, that money
would not be available and the

county would then be respon-
sible for paying for all city
street repairs (at an estimated
cost of $80,000 annually).

Just as with any idea con-
cerning the future course of
our community, the ques-
tion as to whether we should
disincorporate is not simple.
This question should not be
approached lightly or without
perspective. If you have any
questions regarding this sub-
ject 1 encourage you to visit
with our local government
leaders and do your own re-
search.

Published on November 15, 2012

Sonora Native Recieves
Honor for Service

The photo placed above this artice serves as a memorable
reminder of the spirit and honor of our fallen military brothers
and sisters who fought in the Vietnam War. The photo shows
the laying of the wreath at the Vietham Memorial in Wash-
ington D.C. Sunday November 11, 2012. The soldiers were
selected to lay the wreath on behalf of the 5th Battalion of
the 7th Regiment of the 1st Calvary Division. They are pic-
tured from left to right Juan Carlos Gonzales, retired Brigadier
General Howard Prince II and Bob Child. Juan Gonzales and
Brigadier General Prince are from Texas.

A formal dinner event held on the evening of Saturday, No-
vember 10 gave special recognition to Juan Carlos wherein he
was awarded a silver Vietnam Veteran Commemorative Coin
by Major General Maurice Edmonds (retired) commander of
the troops in 1970 when the 1st Calvary went into Cambodia.

We are very proud to say that Juan Carlos Gonzales, Air-
borne, is a Texan native of Sonora and resident of Austin

Texas.

21& Mainm St
Sonora, TX
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