Spur Air Port to Be Officially Designated

for the Spur Municipal Air Port, it has been an-
nounced by City Commissioner O. B, Ratliff. Smart
has absolute control over fl
of Spur. It is his duty to see that no unnecessary

Frank Cazier, representative of the Civil Aeron-
autics Authority with headquarters in Amarillo,
was in Spur Tuesday afternoon for the purpose of

making another check on the local airport.

Cazier assisted the city engineer in completing
necessary maps and forms to be sent to the Wash-
ington CAA headquarters for approval. He stated
that, so far as he was able to ascertain, all require-
ments had been met and he issued an interim per-
mit for the airport, pending the approval of the
Washington office. This permit will allow all
planes to land and take off at the Spur field. Planes
may now be kept at the local hanger and flown

from the field.

V. C. Smart, local air enthusiast and a leader of
aviation in Spur, was appointed airport manager

!

ying in a 25 mile radius

hazards are undertaken by flyers in this area.

Cazier flew down by plane from Amarillo and
after examination of the landing area he expressed
himself by saying that the landing strips were in
good shape and that it was a splendid air field.

Ratliff stated that due to the fact that CAA re-
quirements for designation of airports had been
changed, the approval of the local air field has
come through much faster than was anticipated.

The new hanger at the field has almost been
completed. The roof 1s bemg put on this week and

should be completed next week, Ratliff said.
Several men of Spur, who now own planes, have
moved their planes from Stamford to the Spur air-
port. They have had their planes at Stamford
while they were taking flying lessons there.
Ratliff also stated that several major airlines
will be contacted soon in an effort to induce them
to use the Spur airport as a possible landing field
for a feeder passenger and mail line. If this is ac-
complished citizens of Spur could take a plane from
the local field and go to Abilene or Lubbock and
then take planes for any point in the United States.
Citizens of Spur should be proud of the civie-
minded men who are behind this project. When the
war is won the Spur Municipal Airport should be
one of the major small-town fields of West Texas.
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$291,000 Dickens-Kent War

Spur Security Bank Reports
Largest Deposits In History

Total $2.657.864.99
On Deposit At End
Calender Year 1943

The statement of the condition
of the Spur Security bank at the
end the cal#nder year, 1943,
shows that deposits total $2,657.-
864.99. the largest in the 34-year

01

history of the bank.

At the close of business, Dec.|

1942, the deposits totaled

335.632.87 The increasc "ni

osits for the year 1943 over|
wse of the previous year was
$772,232.12.

The bank was organized under |
he name of the Spur National
Bank in 1909, shortly after the
was established. In 1933
bank was chang- |
r Security Bank. ‘
are Clif-|
of Texas
gical lege in Lubbock,
. Hobert Lewis, E.

F. Godfrey and Geo.

e of the
Spu
ectors of the bank
Jones, president

1 1
O ege

. Jones,
vice-
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Dickens Teams Win
Over Robertson Tues.

[he )yicktns high schoeol basket-
g teams were

thelir {first confer-

Tuesday night, de-
ertson in the Lorenzo
de-
the boys from
of 17 to 12.

' game was a close one
the Dickens tearn winning |
by a score of 11 to 10.
Agnes M. Marrs and dau-
Mary Olive, visited her
parents in Celina last week.

€S DOYVS won a
tory over
Robertson by a score

The

VITS,

oghter
ghter

NOTICE

TO SUBSCRIBERS

Due to the continued in-
crease in the price of news-
print and labor costs, the
publishers of The Texas Spur
find it necessary to increase
the subscription price from
$1.00 to S$1.50 per year in
Dickens county, and $2.00 per
vear outside Dickens county.

This increase in subserip-
tion price will become effec-
tive Tuesday, Feb. 1, and all
who so desire, in the mean-
time, may renew their sub-
scription for one year at the
old rates of $1.00 per year in
the county and $1.50 per year
outside the county. Renew-
als at the old rate will not be
accepted for more than one
vear; and we ask all sub-
scribers to please bear in
mind that the subscription
price of The Texas Spur after
Feb. 1 will he $1.50 per year
in the county and $2.00 per
yvear outside the county.

THE TEXAS SPUR

H. Boedeker,

Judge E.
pictured above, will be the prin-
ciple speaker at the luncheon to-
day of the Spur Retary Club, at
which the members of the ration
boards of Dickens county will be

County

the honored guests. Judge Boe-
deker has not announced his sub-
‘ject for the address but it is pre-
sumed it will deal with the work
the boards are doing in the coun-
ty.

Fire Destroys Two
Rooms of Leland
WilsonHome Sunday

Fire, which started in a closet
under the stairway leading to the
attic, destroyed two rooms of the|
home of Mr. and Mrs. Leland
Wilson Sunday morning at 10:50
o'clock while the family was in
church. The cause of the blaze
was not determined, however.

The fire was confined to the
two rooms nearest the closet,l
but the water damage to the rest
of the house, a frame structure
on West Second street. was con-
siderable. The part of the house
not damaged by fire will have to
be refinished and new wall paper
will be needed to restore it to its
original condition. The two
rooms that burned, of course, will
have to be rebuilt.

‘The Spur volunteer fire depart-
ment responded to the alarm
quickly and soon had the blaze
under control, but not until the
two rooms were destroyed.

C=>

New Well Furnishing
City With Water

City Manager Truman Green
announced Wednesday morning
that the new city water well
would be supplying the city with
water by that night. The well,
which was dug some two months
ago, will furnish water at a rate
of 200 gallons per minute and,
with the other well now in op-
eration, should give an adequate

supply of water to avoid any
shortage next summer, Green
stated.

The city is planning to drill an-
other well within the next year.
The wells are shallow, only hav-
ing to be drilled to a depth of
fifty feet to find water.

Bulldog Quint Loses
To Paducah, Play
Floydada Tuesday

The Spur high school basket
ball team journeyed to Paducah
Tuesday night and lost a thrilling
23 to 13 game with the high
school team of that city.

Pete Dobbins was high point
man in the game. Jimmy Ver-

non also played a good game.

! The boy: did ‘quite weli, consid-

ering the star of the team, Jim-
mie Draper, was unable to play in
this game.

In the second game of the
evening the Bulldogs’ second team
was victorious over the Paducah
second siringers. The score was
22 to 6. Roy Lee Ball and Elmer!
Gannon were the outstzmding!
players in this game.

On next Tuesday night at the!
Spur high school gymnasium the|
Bulldogs will take on the migh-!
ty Whirlwinds of Floydada, the|
first of two games getting under
way at 8:00 o’clock.

In the past there has not been
much interest in basketball in |
Spur as far as the fans are con-

i
|
|
|
|

cerned. A good basketball game |
can be just as interesting to|
watch as a football game. Let’s

get behind these boys and help |
them win the district champion- |
ship in basketball this season
They need your support.

Coach Foy Brantley says that
these boys have what it takes to
make a good basketball team and.
with the support of the fans,
should be a well rounded squad
as the season goes on.

L ——
Methodists Apply To
WPB for Permit To

Rebuild Parsonage

Application for a permit to re-
construct the Methodist parson-
age has been sent to the Dallas
office of the War Production
Board and plans are being made
to tear down the present parson-
age on North Carroll street and
rebuilding on the 75-foot lot just
south of the church, it was an-
nounced this week by Rev. How-
ard H. Hollowell, pastor of the
church.

Hollowell stated that the cost
of the project would be about
$5,000 and that a total of over
$4,300 had been raised in cash
or in good pledges.

When the house is rebuilt it
will be a six-room brick veneer
of light colored brick and will
be one of the most beautful
homes in the city. A new par-
sonage for the church has long
been needed as the present home
of the pastor is badly in need of
repair.

Hollowell also said that no one
who had been contacted had fail-
ed to respond generously to the
project.

In the event the War Produc-
tion board turns down the appli-
cation, Hollowell stated, the
money collected will either be put
into War Bonds or left in the
bank until the war is over, in
which event a new parsonage

would be built,

Sgt. Otho Powers
Killed In Action
On Makin Island

Mr. and Mrs. John Powers, Mc-
Adoo, received a telegram from
the War Department Dec. 9, stat-
ing their son, Sgt. Otho 'T. Pow-
ers, was killed in action on Makin
Island Nov. 20. There were no
details given other than that he
was Kkilled in action in line of
duty for his country.

Otho was born June 20, 1916.
He graduated from McAdoo high
school with the class of 1933. He
was living on the farm with his
parents “~hen he volunteered for
the Arn¥), .~ M&%h 20, 1941, and
received * bs raining with
the 1931dfn4nn!:~ @ palion zt ¥ort
Benning, Ga.

He was on maneuvers in Lou-
isiana in the fall of 1941 and at
the time of the bombing of Pearl
Harbor he was sent to California.
He was among the first of our
soldiers to reach Pearl Harbor
after Dec. 7, 1941. Sgt. Powers

| was stationed there until the in-

vasion of the Gilbert Islands.

Otho was a good soldier. His
letters were received regularly
by Mrs. Powers. They were
never censored.

One of his buddies. who had
been with him during all of his
training, came back to the states
last summer and came to see Mr.
and Mrs. Powers. He praised
Otho for Dbeing such a grand
“Sarge.”

Otho only came home once af-
ter he entered the service.
was in September, 1941, before he
sailed in December,

He is survived by his parents,
a sister, Mrs. Glynn Johnson, Mc-

Adoo, and a brother, Sgt. Coy O. |

Powers, Fort Lewis, Wash., who
was at home on furlough when
the telegram came.

Mr. and Mrs. Powers’ loss of
their loved one is the communi-
ty’'s loss of a fine young man.
May he rest in peace, “Where
there is a Star Spangled Banner
waving somewhere.”

Ut ——
Bryant-Link Co. To
Rebuild Hardware
And Implement Store

It was announced this week by
Geo. S. Link that the Bryant-
Link Hardware and Implement
Co., is planning to rebuild their
building, which was destroyed
by fire on Dec. 4, 1943. Link
stated that all insurance adjust-
ments had been made and that a
permit to rebuild had been grant-
td by the War Production Board.
It will take some time yet before
actual work will begin, Link said,
due to shortage in labor and
building materials.

rians are now to make the es-
tablishment into a modern struc-
ture with a modernized front,
Link stated that two buildings
of 37% feet frontage each will
be built instead of the 75 foot
frontage of the old building.

A complete line of hardware
and implements will bt stocked,
he said, as soon as the rebuilding
is completed.

The company was one of the
first business institutions in Spur,
having been started here in 1909
and operated continuously until
the fire last month destroyed the
store.

That !

| student

First 1944 Baby of
County Born To Mrs.
Walter H.McCormick

The first baby born in Dickens
county in 1944 was Norman Hicks
McCormick, born at 5:57 a. m..
Saturday, Jan. 1, to Mr. and Mrs.
Walter H. McCormick of the
Croton community, it was an-
nounced by Dr. J. F. Hughes.

Other births reported by Dr.
Hughes were as follows:

Born to Mr. and Mrs. H. C.
Rogers, a girl, at 6:50 a. m., Jan.
3, at the Nichols Sanatarium. She
has been named Patricia Ann.

A baby boy was born to Mr.
and Mrs. T. J. Conaway at 4:53
a. m., Jan. 3, at the Nichols Sana-
tarium. He has been named
Thomas Larry.

A,
Bulldogs Given Trip
To Cotton Bowl By
Spur Business Men

Members of the Spur high
school football team, champions
of District 4-A, were presented
with a trip to the Cotton Bowl
game in Dallas Saturday by the
business men of Spur.

‘The boys thoroughly enjoyed
every minute of the game. even
though they had to sit in the cold
rain throughout the contest.

The party, which was made up
of 22 members of the squad, the
manager, Coach Jack
Christian. Supt. C. F. Cook, Rev.
Howard H. Hollowell, Rev. Her-
man Coe and David McAteer, left
Spur about 3:00 o’clock Saturday
morning, returning home immedi-
ately after the game.

Supt. Cook stated that the
members of the team, Coach
Christian and he wished to ex-
press their sincere appreciation
to those citizens of Spur who
thought well enough of the team
to give them such a trip.

U= —
Lt. McClure Arrives
In England To Join

Fighter Squadron
AN EIGHTH AAF FIGHTER

| STATION, ENGLAND: The arri-

val overseas of 2nd Lt. Max W.
McClure of Spur, was announced
by the commanding general of the
Eighth Fighter Command. Lt.
McClure is a pilot in a fighter
squadron.

His mother, Mrs. Ann B. Mc-
Clure lives in Spur. Lt. McClure
graduated from the Spur high
school and Texas Tech College.
He is a member of the Knights
fraternity of the Knights of
Pythias. Before entering the
army, he was engaged in news-
paper work with The Texas Spur.

Enlisting as an aviation cadet
on Jan. 23, 1942, Lt. McClure
took his advanced flying at Fos-
ter Field, Victoria, Texas, and re-
ceived his wings and commis-
sion on March 20, 1943.

‘The 25 year old flyer has nam-
ed his piane the “Ready Teddy.”

RESIGNS POSITION

It has been announced here this
week that Mrs. R. C. Brown has
resigned her position as clerk of
the local draft board, effective
Dec. 31, 1943.

Mrs. George Lisenby has been
employed to take her place in the
board office.

Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Feather-
ston visited relatives in Asper-
mont Christmas Day.

Loan

Committees Named
For 4th War Loan
Drive for County

The following committee, with
their members. for the Fourth
War Loan Drive, which begins
Jan. 18, have been named by the
War Finance Committee of Dick-
ens county, as announced by O.
B. Ratliff, chairman:

General manager, Fourth War
Loan Drive, C. F. Cook.

Chairwoman of Women’s divis-
ion, members of which remain un-
changed from last drive, Mrs. E.
S. Lee.

Publicity committee,
Garner, chairman; Mrs.
Chandler, Walter Switzer.

Non-resident committee, Eric
Swenson, chairman, W. ¥. God- |
frey. Howard Hollowell.

Political Subdivisions, E. H.
Boedeker, chairman; L. E. . Lee,
Horace Gibson, M. B. Gage, Carl
Proctor, R. R. Wooten.

Big Purchaser’s committee, Bob
Weaver, chairman; Harvey Holly, |
Herman Coe, Dr. B. F. Hale, Rf)}'!
Stovall, Morris Golding, George !
Gabriel. |

Continuing Monthly Quota com- |
mittee. Carl Proctor, chairman;
A. C. Hull, M. C, Golding, Hor- |
ace Hyatt. !

The above named committees'
should meet within the next

Lester
C.r -B.

few

days and organize for the task
which lies ahead of them, Ratliff
stated. Any further information
desired by the committees may
be obtained from O. B. Ratlifl

or L. ¥. Cook.
“Let’s All Back the Attack!”

Qg
Ration Boards of

County To Be Guest
At Rotary Luncheon

All panels of the Dickens coun-
ty ration boards will be the guests
of the Spur Rotary Club at its
regular weekly luncheon today!
(Thursday) at the Spur Inn,
was announced by President Jack |
Christian of the club.

A representative of the dis-
trict rationing committee of Lub-
bock was to have been present
at the occasion to present certifi-
cates to the members of the
boards, but it has been announc-
ed that he will not be here and
that the certificates have been
mailed to the members.

However, the program, as
otherwise planned, will be car-
ried out. County Judge E. H.
Boedeker will deliver the prin-
ciple address. Judge Boedeker
will be introduced by Rotarian
Ned Hogan, program chairman.

it |

Services For Uncle

Of Local Man Held
At Haskell Monday

John Burton Lavender, brother
of Harry Lavender of Stamford,
and uncle of R. L. Benson of
Spur, passed away Sunday, Jan.
2. He was the son of Mrs. W.
H. Lavender who preceded him®*
in death two months ago.

Funeral services were held at
the Church of Christ in Haskell
Monday afternoon at 2:00 o’clock.
Interment was in Spring Creek
cemetery in Jones county.

A long time resident of Stam-
ford, Lavender was born in Jones
county Nov. 1, 1898. He had been
ill for about two years. He was
living in Haskell at the time of
his death.

Drive

Chairmen-Workers
In School Districts
Named for Campaign

The quota for Dickens and
Kent counties in the forthcoming
Fourth War Loan Drive has been
set at $291,000.00, it was an-
nounced this week by O. B. Rat-
liff. county chairman. The drive
will officially get under way on
Jan. 18 and continue through
Feb. 15. However, all sales of
Series E, F and G bonds and Ser-
ies C Treasury Saving Notes sold
during the period Jan. 1, through
Feb. 29 will be credited to the
drive.

Of the quota set for these two
counties $120,000.00 in Series E.
war bonds must be sold to in-
dividuals.

The Fourth War Loan #°
lays particular emphasis on
sales of war bonds to the i
viduals, hence the $120,000
quota set for Series E bo1 is. Th.
is the bond which most individ-
uals of Dickens and Kent coun-
ties have been buying, Ratliff
said. During this drive more of
this type of bond must be pur-
chased. However, the other types
of bonds will count on the quota.

As was announced in the last
issue of The Texas Spur, the
Dickens county quota will be ap-
portioned to twelve school dis-
tricts. Each of the districts will
bear a percentage
and each of the districts must sell
i their pro rata part '

Ratliff is arranging

board to be set up at the rner
| of the Spur Security Bank, and
upon this board will be

the wvarious school districts, thei:
quotas. their local chairman, anad
a daily record of the progress of
sales within the districts. Th
citizens of the wvarious district:
should keep an eve on the board
to learn the progress of theil
district sales.

Listed below are the twelve dis-
tricts and the chairmen who are
responsible for the quotas:

Duck Creek, Alonzo Lollar,
chairman; Hugh Hagins, Walter
Driggers.

Red Mud, Bill McArthur, chair-
man; Mrs. Tom McArthur.

Dry Lake, Archie Powell, chair-
man; Loyd Hindman, Coy Dopson.

Highway, Bob Hahn, chairman;
George Pierce, Robert McAteer.

Peaceful Hill, Oscar McGinty,
chairman; Mrs. White Moore.

Spring Creek. Max Wise, chair-
man; Mace Hunter.

Patton Springs and Dumont,
Bryon Haney and V. M. Hand,
chairmen; Joe Rose, G. W. Ben-
nett, Bruce Scoggins.

Dickens Independent, Johnnie
Koonsman, chairman; Fred Ar-
rington, C. C. Swarengen.

McAdoo Independent, Leonard
Fox, chairman; T. M. Brantley,
Austin Rose.

Spur Independent, Jack Chris-
tian, chairman; Raul English,
James B. Reed. W. A. Harris, Star
Route, J. L. Karr.

Each of the above named chair-
men and workers is requested to
meet at 3:00 p. m. Friday, Jan.
14, in the Spur Theatre building.
At this meeting specific informa-
tion and instructions will be giv-
en to the various chairmen and
workers. Your presence is urgent
if you hope to have your district
meet its quota. It is your re-
sponsibility. Be there!

The school district chairmen
and the school officials of the
various schools should make im-
(See “War Bond” on page eight)
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1944 Offers Sorrow and Death
The beginning of a New Year has been the
ofcasior ce time immemorial, for human be-
ngs to consider their progress and to make plans
fo the €

lly featured, in the present age of

the pr word, by reviews of what has hap-
pened in the year ending and by prophecies as
to what is about to occur.

These psyvchological pauses in the process of
’ ve a useful purpose, provided the

jerstands that the calendar year is a
record the cycle of life and that
what and women think and do are more

i e current season.

As Amer ! wait the fruits of 1944 there
ig ¢ t uppermost in the minds of the
natior now that, in the next twelve months,

, I must buy, with their
lives ] itage of liberty, which has
beer eathed t s by the past.

A » n this land, will mark 1944 by

n in the areas of com-

! ‘ it the world. They will
ier the poignant pain

ts. They will wonder,

ns will not have this sad

tremendous obligation

as { their task to make certain

o g { uarantee, by their

ile on the bat-

ns before

we could expect

ust await

ter rrow and death

us to rededicate

re i the hopes and the

profit-making, for self-

8C¢C Z lest i to belong to those who

suff ¢ Its gifts will include

i ! to ny, many thousands and

if ny, many millions. Besides
thes b sl ttere?

Wright Plane Coming Home

The Nne n which Wilbur and Orville
ht ie ther first successful flights in 1903
will be brought back to

installed in the Smithson-

with the
anniversary of the

Roosevelt announced

bring the Kitty

England, where it has

evealed In connection
celebrat the fortieth

15 s JULLLS Ll

we hope the long con-
plane and, quite ap-
p! ’ e the relic in the country of its

t st | have been all the time.

British Paper for U. S.

] N n international journalism is

Daily Mail which

New York

edit t tion to closer understanding
i American people.

London

naugurate a

f

nsist of a digest of a week’s

issu I 1 daily, photographed on mi-

cr I to New York and printed there. If

‘ newspaper says it will
shortly.”

I ewspaper will

A lea of the

Britist

make available to
and thinking
It will take
the Manchester
U € years ago. when it published a

news
1 Emuire.

e
l\“

‘l)‘\v'

special weekly edition in England for American
readers.

The world needs, and will one day have, an in-
ternational newspaper, devoted to world events,
reported and interpreted without reflecting na-
tional interests. Its news would include advances
in the arts, sciences and humanities, as well as the
current crop of international affairs.

Heavier Aerial Assaults

The aerial war has developed tremendously in
recent months but there are indications that point
to a much heavier assault upon our enemies in
the year ahead.

The biggest war plant in the nation is now
ready to produce engines for army bombers. Lo-
cated near Chicago the main building
for twenty baseball diamonds.

The mass production of super-bombers is also
about to begin. The plant at Marietta, Ga., and
other plants, will produce the huge successors to
the Flying Fortress at a rate that would astonish
Hitler.

‘The 9,000 planes a month rate of production
may not increase very much but the planes pro-
duced will be much heavier. They will transport
effect.

Berlin’s Foolish Threat

Evidently the aerial offensive is hurting Ger-

many more than some people think. This
seems clear from the “Huns of the air” epithet
hurled at British and American aviators by Nazi
Propaganda Minister Paul Joseph Goebbels.

The threat of the Berlin radio that military
courts will deal with Anglo-American prisoners
“who are guilty of a serious breach of internation-
al law” indicates some cracking of German
morale.

While it is extremely improbable that the Ger-
mans will invite retaliation there is always the
possibility that the Nazis will take vengeance up-
on those within their power.

If, unfortunately, the Germans adopt the Japa-
nese conception of aviators, and execute Ameri-
can and British fliers, it will be up to the United
Nations to exact a terrible penalty. We prefer
not to think of such a scourge but, if it becomes
necessary, we should not hesitate.

Accept the Risks of Peace

The President’s message to the people of the
United States revealed high confidence in the or-
ganization of the nations for peace, after the war
ends.

Mr. it perfectly plain, how-
ever, that there can be no sure peace unless the
nations are ready to use force to maintain it.

This is important. Any people willing to pour
out blood and {treasure, after being attacked,
should be willing to act prudently and intelligent-
ly to prevent the attack.

We assume all the risk when aggressor nations
seek to plunder the world. Is it Jtoo much to
ask that we take some risk to maintain peace?

loosevelt made

Heavy Casualties Ahead

The happy illusion of the people of this coun-
try that they can whip Germany and Japan with-
out suffering heavy casualties is responsible for
the warning from Washington, preparing the peo-
ple for terrible battle casualties.

The Associated Press quotes one of the na-
tion’s highest executives as predicting that our
casualties will jump from 132,000 to more than
500.000 in the next three months.

This means extremely heavy fighting is at
hand. It also means that the enemy will be on
the receiving end of some hard blows and that,
come what may, the Axis casualty list will grow.

Unfortunately. Santa Claus forgot to bring us
a 40-hour week.

We wonder what Adolf thought about the hang-
ings in Kharkov?

Economy is the axe applied to the other fel-
low’s expenditures.

A one-track mind is not a handican if you are
on the right track.

The Constitution means little or nothing to a
high pressure group.

The study of conflicting opinion is necessary
to the discovery of truth.

You can support the war effort by buying,
and keeping, bonds every month.
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LOOKING AT WASHINGTON

By HUGO S. SIMS

There is one way to understand
the progress made in two wars
that the nation is fighting and
which will enter decisive stages
during 1944,

Turn the pages of time back a

that was being read by the peo-
ple of the United Nations as 1942
was fading ana 1943 beginning.
Compare the situation with the
battlefronts today and there is
only one sensible conclusion, re-
gardless of prophecies and post-
mortems.

Nazis Lose War In Russia.

Here is what was happening in
Russia about a year ago:

The Germans were in Stalin-
grad, with a month to elapse be-

fore Gen. Pauvlus was (o surren-
der; Soviet offensives were un-
derway along the Middle Don

aimed at Rostov and Red army
soldiers in the Caucauses were
taking the offensive.

It is a long way from Stalin-
grad, Rostov and the Caucauses
to the southern battleline in Rus-

sia today. In ddition, the Rus-
sians have d s ssful of-
fenkives oh ar f. ts, gaining

ground every week except along
the northern front where they
were sixty miles from Latvia as
1943 began.

War In Mediterranean Decisive.

What was the situation in the
Mediterranean?

The successful invasion of North
Africa had been launched but
the British Eighth army was
fighting 170 miles from El Aghe-
lia and 225 miles from Tripoli.
QOur bombers were attacking Na-
ples and Taranto, in Italy, Tunis,
Bizerte and Sfax.

It requires no magician to un-~
derstand that the scene has chang-
ed around the Mediterranean. To-

day an Anglo-American army
holds a ninety-mile line across
the Italian peninsula, driving

slowly toward Rome, some eighty
miles away.
The islands of Sicily, Sardinia

and Corsica have been reclaimed.
There is hard fighting in the
Balkans, where Allied supplies

are reaching the groups fighting
the Germans. The Italian fleet is
out of the way and Italian soldi-
ers, except in isolated instances,
no longer fight for the Naazis.

Japan Gives Ground In Pacific.

What was underway in the
Pecific a year ago?
Australian troops were about

to take Buna Mission on New
Guinea, the Marines had not yet

been relieved by the army on
Guadalcanal and the Japanese
were fairly active in bombing

Allied points.

Since then, there has been slow
progress on New Guinea but the
advance up the Solmons has
thrown the Japanese back upon
New Britain, where Allier troops
now occupy Arawe. Rabaul has
been under heavy aerial attack
and is said to be untenable as an
important Japanese base.

The Gilbert islands have been
seized and American planes are
daily attacking Japanese bases
in the Marshall islands, which
are likely to be attacked at an
early date.

The Japanese have lost huge
numbers of planes and many
ships. They are finding it diffi-
cult to maintain air strength at
points of contact or to send cargo
shipments with reinforcements
and supplies to threatened places.
Japan’s shipping resources
already severely strained, suf-
ferng especially from the activity
of our submarines.

Defeated On Sea and In Air.

There are other important dif-
ferences. The year 1943 has wit-
nessed the miracle of production
in the United States, without
which, as Stalin recently stated,
the United Nations could not have
won the war.

As the year began the German
U-boats were threatening to pre-

year and consider the war news|

are |

vent the shipment of our men and
supplies across the Atlantii. There
was near-consternation in this
country where it was sericusly
proposed to stop the shipbuilding
program in order to concentrate
upon cargo planes to beat the U-
boats.

Now, this has changed entirely.
The ships ply their routes to Eu-
ropean ports almost with impu-
nity and U. S. shipyards have de-
livered new shins ahead of sche-
dule. The U-boats have been
whipped and, at this time, Anglo-
American forces are being gath=
ered in England for the supreme
effort to defeat the Nazi army.

No accurate picture of the war
situation can be obtained without

noting the greatly increased
bombing of German industry,
ports and facilities. The R. A. F.

and the U. S. Eighth Air Force
are visiting destruction and de-
vastation upon Germany and
gradually slowing down the pro-
duction of Nazi plants, upon
which depends the ultimate fate
of the Nazi army.

Everywhere throughout the year
our enemies. Germany and Japan,
lhas progressively lost ground. No
where have they scored a com-
pensatory triumph. The leaders
of both- nations know that the
United Nations have not yet
reached their peak effort and
view with apprehension the de-
velopment of coordinated plans
for attacking them in 1944,

The wars are entering their
critical stage. Both in Europe
and in the Pacific our forces have
attained preliminary objectives
and are now in position to de-
liver crushing blows. The air-
sea war against Japan is going as
well as the air-land war against
Germany and both enemies are
hard-pressed to oppose the pres-
sure that now pushes them to the
wall.

The promise for 1944 is that the
pressure will increase, simultane-
ously, against both Japan and
Germany. ‘The only unanswered
question is how long our sepa-
rated foes can last. Nobody
knows and it is impossible to be
certain as to which enemy will
collapse first. It is anybody’s
guess.

e
A Most Sensible
Resolution

Among your New Year's reso-
lutions, you could not
more sensible conclusion than to
resolve to prepare yourself for a
nice position in business.

From all accounts, there is go-
ing to be a period of reconstruc-
tion that will tax the capacity of
private business. The whole
world is going to have to be con-
verted from war to peace. The
markets are bare of practically
all the necessities of life, not
only here but abroad as well. Our
country will be the bread basket
of the world; not only that, but
billions of dollars will be spent
here in readjustment. rebuilding,
manufacturing of all the things
we enjoyed before the war and
new products also.

Millions of automobiles, tires,
refrigerators, radios, washing ma-
chines, electric irons, toys, and
almost everything imaginable will
be needed, and America has the
ingenuity, the means, and brains
to do it.

Young men and women have a
definite place in this world-wide
scheme of things if they are
properly prepared. Business, of
course, has its place in this broad
picture; therefore, thoughtful
young people will sense this
situation and begin now to pre-
pare themselves. We do not
know of a better place to get a
sound economical business train-
ing than at The Tyler Commer-
cial College, Tyler, Texas. For

reach a l
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Aviation still sets me agape.
The sight of a powerful four-
engined bomber overhead, riding
thin air in open defiance of the
law of gravity. inspires awe. So
does its obvious might as an en-
gine of destruction.

Back of this mechanical mira-
cle, on the ground, is not one
place but many places, the wheels
of industry are whirling to pro-
duce such ships. More than 3,-
000,000 men and women. more
adults than live in Chicago, work
in the aircraft factories of Amer-
ica, it is said. What a change!
Only four years ago the entire
payroll of this industry was less
than 50,000 people.

Imagine what would happen if
powers which created this huge
expansion were suddenly re-
versed. Suppose the aviation in-
dustry had to go back overnight
to its pre-war rank and nearly
three million workers had to
face life without employment.

o O
A Senate Committee.

The United States Senate wise-
ly has appointed a committee on
Post-War Economic Policy and
Planning to study this problem
and related ones. Testimony be-
fore this committee recently
brought out the fact that nine of
the principal airplane manufac-
turers have a total of 29,430 sub-
contractors. and each of these
has a circle of supplieers, per-
haps five to ten.

It is plain to see that anything
damaging one of these nine big
manufacturers spreads out quick-
ly into all industry and touches
the affairs of small firms in many
towns and cities. It hurts milli-
ons of working men and women,
their grocers and butchers. Sud-
den cancellation of government
contracts would do this. Air-
craft manufacturers are especial-
ly exposed because of their ex-
tremely rapid development.

® O
Mushroom Growth.

Since Pearl Harbor, every time
an airplane manufacturer got a
little money from one job, he
needed it right away to handle a
much bigger one. As a result,
aviation firms are top heavy,
doing more business than they
have capital to handle. It is a
patriotic work, entirely justified
by the war emergency. Manu-
facturers have expanded their op-
erations with the sole object of
winning the war, without stop-
ping to worry about overexpan-
sion.

Aircraft companies are headed
by alert men of ability, 1944-
model pioneers. They are well
able to take care of themselves

forty years, this well-known
school has been serving the pub-
lic by turning out well-trained
young men and women for busi-
ness. Write them today for one
of their catalogs,

personally, but without businese
they can’t keep their workere
Having a healthy aviation indys.
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