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Saddam Hussein 'Caught Like a Rat,’
U.S. Commander Says

by Kathleen T. Rhem
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14,
2003 — Saddam Hussein was
"caught like a rat" and offered
no resistance when U.S. soldiers
captured him near Tikrit Dec.
13, the U.S. general in charge of
the operation said today.

Saddam was found hiding
at the bottom of a hole hidden
on a farm near his hometown.
Roughly 600 U.S. soldiers were
involved in the operation, but no
shots were fired. Two other men
were captured in the compound,
Maj. Gen. Raymond T. Odierno,
commander of the Army's 4th
Infantry Division, said during a
press briefing in Iraq. The 4th
Infantry Division is responsible
for coalition operations in the
Tikrit area.

Odierno surmised the pres-
sure on Saddam had become so
tight that he couldn't risk travel-
ing with a large entourage, and
therefore had no bodyguards
with him. "It was him and just a
couple other people with him,
so he really didn't have much of
a security force," the general
said. "And he was in the bottom

of a hole, so there was no way
he could fight back, so he was
just caught like a rat."

The 4th Infantry Division
has been in Iraq since April, and
Odierno - said he believes
Saddam largely had been in the
Tikrit area since then. So there
was "some satisfaction" in cap-
turing the Iraqi dictator.
However, he stressed, "there's
still a lot of work that we have
to do, and we're still focused on
our tasks of defeating any
regime elements who might be
remaining who want to conduct
attacks against coalition forces
and more importantly try to stop
most Iragis from moving for-
ward."

The most important thing
for the Iraqi people now, he
said, is for them to continue to
move forward in their efforts to
control their own country. "We
continue to help the Iragis take
charge of their country, and we
continue to help build the infra-
structure so that they can take
charge of their country,"
Odierno said.

In his opening statement,
the general called Saddam's

Chamber of Commerce gets
ready for a busy new year

by Storie Sharp

The Sonora Chamber of
Commerce held the monthly
Board of Directors business
meeting on  Thursday,
December 11, 2003.

Board of directors present
were Keith Butler, President,
. Sue ‘Moore, ‘Oscar. Marshall;
Juanita Estrada, Marla
Percifull, Mike Samuels, and
Lisa Seaton and Storie Sharp.
Chamber of  Commerce
Executive Director, Ruthie
Bounds, Administrative
Assistant, Donna Garrett and
Sharon Holman were also pres-
ent.

Holman began the meeting
by explaining that in the last
weekend in April she would be
having a full blood goat show at
the Civic Center. The event will
be for two days, bringing in out
of town competitors and partici-
pants for the weekend. A judge
from South Africa is being
brought in to judge and to con-
duct a seminar. Holman request-
ed that the Chamber of
Commerce assist with advertis-
ing expenses for the event. After
discussing how the event will
help to bring in visitors to local
hotels, restaurants and business-
es, the Board voted to sponsor
the event and take care of all
advertising costs. Holman
expressed her appreciation and
said that she plans on making
the event annual and to expect a
class act.

In committee reports,
Bounds said that Flowers by
Irene had renewed her member-
ship with the Chamber, and had
her grand opening in her new
location on Tuesday, December
9, 2003. Business After Hours
for the fourth quarter had to be
cancelled due to the busy holi-
day season.

Bounds reported on the
“Holiday Weekend”, including
the “More the Merrier”
Christmas Bazaar and the
Christmas Fair on Main Street.
She said that the “More the
Merrier” was very successful,
with the majority of the vendors
reporting great sales. The
Christmas Fair on Saturday was
not as successful and several
ideas were discussed to change
the holiday plans for next year.
Several suggestions were made
for improving the “More the
Merrier” to make it even bigger
next year.

Bounds reported 39 visitors
that signed the log in
November, with 107 calls
requesting information about
Sonora (Game Dinner, Caverns,
hunting, hotels, relocations and
local events). There were 733
hits on the web site last month,
and five relocation packets had
been sent out by request.

Financial statements were
reviewed and approved and a
budget workshop was set for
January 7, 2004.

A bid was opened and
declined, for the building on
Crockett Street. It was decided
to contdct locdl real estate
agents to get a true. value of the
building and make a decision at
the next meeting.

A commitment letter was
given to all Board members,
calling for a re-commitment of
their support and efforts on
behalf of the Chamber of
Commerce and the community.
With ever changing schedules
and lives, it is understood that
some board members may
become unable to serve to the
fullest of their capacity. The
commitment letter allows for
them to decide to remain on the
board or to step down, with the
understanding of such changes.

In new business, Bounds
informed the Board that she
would need assistance in set-
ting up chairs at the Civic
Center for the Santa Bucks auc-
tion on Thursday, December
18. All members present agreed
to be at the Civic Center around
3:00 p.m to help set up. Bounds
also reported that the scheduled
auctioneer had to cancel, and
she was looking for a.new one
to help call the Santa Bucks
auction. It was also agreed to
have some refreshments for
auction.

The committee for the
Daddy/Daughter date night on
February 10, 2004 was set, with
Butler agreeing to handle the
D.J. and the photographer for
the event. The committee will
be checking with local restau-
rants on running specials for
the evening and The Devil’s
River News agreed to run the
ads at a discounted rate. The
dance will again be open to
young ladies in grades
Kindergarten - 8th, and their
“dates” of Daddys,
Grandfathers, or guardians.
More details will be set at
January’s meeting. _

Butler asked Bounds to
come up with a list of necessary
committees for the Devil’s
River Trail Ride in February
and the board would assign
those in February. The trail ride
will be in Sonora from
February 17 - 18, before head-
ing out to San Angelo for the
Stock show and Rodeo. The
new event will bring many vis-
itors to town and much assis-
tance will be needed to host a
successful event. Bounds said
that other organizations were
getting involved and more
details would be available next
month.

capture "a significant event for
the Iraqi people." He said he
believes most Iraqi people are
relieved that Saddam has been
captured. "I think there was
always a (fear) that he might
return, and now that he's in
coalition custody there is no
doubt that he will never return
to power in this country,"
QOdierno said.

"The intimidation and fear
this man generated for over 30
years are now gone. Many will
rest much better tonight know-
ing Iraq is moving forward to a
more secure environment," he
said. "A significant blow has
been dealt to the former regime
elements still trying to hamper
progress in Iraq."

He also had high praise for
the American soldiers who con-
ducted the raid, as well as all
U.S. service members. "I want
everyone to know how proud I
am of the great soldiers of the
task force and the division and
all the great soldiers, sailors and
airmen in our armed forces,"
Odierno said. "They perform
superbly each and every day."

Downtown

Eric Zuniga, Brandon Farris and Jody Harris complete the counting of four bags of money.

Sutton County Sheriff, Joe
Fincher reported that Sutton
County Deputy, Jody Harris was
on routine patrol on Thursday,
December 11, 2003 when he
stopped a vehicle on Interstate
10 for traffic violations. After
making initial contact with the
occupants, Deputy Harris con-
tacted Drug Task Force Officer
Eric Zuniga to assist in_the stop.

~ Sutton County Dispatcher,
Brandon Farris, of Eldorado,

was riding with Deputy Harris
and also assisted at the scene.

A search of the vehicle
resulted in the officer uncover-
ing large bundles of U.S. cur-
rency, in the amount of
$627,520.00

Among the currency, that
took over three hours to count,
several counterfeit bills were
found.

Javier Osvaldo Sillas Cruz,
27, of Mexico and Francisco

il

Bak in buiness, Flowers by

Irene opens in new location

After dealing with some trials and tribulations in the last few
years, Irene Friess is back in business, just in time to help decorate
your home for the holidays. Irene has moved her flower shop to the
shopping strip on Hwy. 277 N. and is snuggled between Pizza Hut
and Gifts Galore and More. With handmade wreaths, bouquets and
much more in floral decoration Irene is anxious to see you. The
Sonora Chamber of Commerce welcomed Irene back with a red rib-
bon ceremony on Tuesday, December 9, 2003, followed by some
great snacks and Christmas shopping. Take time to ‘stop and smell

the roses’ or daisies or violets, etc., and visit

today.

Lions

Flowers by Irene

Club chooses

December Student of the Month

Jose Casillas was chosen as the December Student of the Month at the Tuesday, December 9, 2003
meeting of the Sonora Downtown Lions Club. Jose was chosen by the faculty of the Sonora High
School for his continued academic and athletic excellence. He is active in Junior Varsity Football, the
Mighty Bronco Band, where he plays the tuba, Basketball, Baseball, Golf and is on the Honor Roll.
Jose was awarded a certificate from Lion Frank Wamble, who also extended a month-long invitation
for lunch on Tuesday’s. After the presentation, Jose joined the other members of the Brass Section of
the Mighty Bronco Band that were present, and performed Christmas music for the Lions.

Montoya Contreras, 43, also of
Mexico were both charged with
First Degree Felony Money
Laundering.

If seized, the money will be
split 80/20 between Sutton
County and the [12th District
Attorney’s Office. Under the
current seizure law, money
obtained from such arrests can
be used for any law enforcement
purpose, including the purchase
of necessary equipment and
supplies.

Hospital Board
calls special
meeting to open
_construction
bids

The regular meeting of the
Sutton County Hospital District,
Board of Directors, was held on
Monday, December 8, 2003, in
the Annex at the Hospital. The
following directors were pres-
ent: Lewis Allen, President;
Sherrill ~ Dannheim,  Vice
President; Preston Faris, Mike
Healy, Maria Carrasco, and
Virginia Epps. Also present
were Rex Ann Friess, Chief
Appraiser,  Sutton  County
Appraisal District; Keith Butler,
Administrator/CEO, Ben Epps,
Mickey Schaefer, and Kathy
Knight, Board Secretary.

After being called to order
and the regular business of
approving prior meeting min-
utes, Friess advised the Board
that the 2003 tax levy was
$1,051,505.84. She reported
that as of the end of November,
9% has been collected, as com-
pared to the 4% collected at this
time last year.

A called meeting was set
for Tuesday. December 23,

2003, at 2:00 p.m. to open the

bids for the construction of the
hospital and the wellness center.
Butler advised the board that he
had visited with Angela
Williams  with ~ O’Connell
Robertson & Associates and
there have been a number of
calls from all over the state
showing interest in bidding on
the project. Butler said that the
District had been rejected on
five of the grants he had applied
for, but he was waiting to hear
from three other organizations.

Virginia Epps made the
motion to confirm Michelle
Schaefer as Chief Financial
Officer beginning January [,
2004. Mike Healy seconded the
motion and the motion carried.

The board approved adding
Michelle Schaefer to the signa-
ture card for the Hospital
District bank accounts.

Butler reported on the
Quarterly  Evaluation  of
Services for the hospital and
represented the Life Safety and
Facility Operations Manual for
the annual review and approval
of any changes. There were
minor changes in injury report-
ing, and the manual was
approved with the change.

See Hospital board page 8




Ligh-thouse

Community Church
“Where Community is our Middle Name”

Sundav Services

Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
Worship * 11:00 a.m. * 6:00 p.m.

1705 N. Crockett

HEALTH FOUNDATION

Your memorial gift helps preserve access
to quality healthcare for generations to come.
Please consider the Sutton County Health
Foundation, P.O. Box 18, Sonora, TX 76950.
All contributions 100% tax deductible.

Sonora Church
Directory

PRIMERA IGLESIA THE CHURCH OF THE
BAUTISTA GOOD SHEPHERD
Antonio F. Gonzales, Sr. PRESBYTERIAN
504 Santa Clara Lewis Allen, Pastor
387-2035 319 E. Mulberry
387-2616
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Jerry Jackson
304 N. Water
387-3190

LIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY
CHURCH
Don Longoria, Pastor
1705 N. Crockett
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
T. Wayne Price
Pastor
111 E Oak
387;2951

PENTECOSTAL CALVARY
TEMPL I
509 Amistad

_ST. JOHN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
404 E. Poplar
387-2955

ST. ANN’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father William DuBuisson,
O.M.lL
229 W. Plum
387-2278

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Conrad Archer, Pastor
201 N. Water
387-2466

JEHOVAH’S WITNESS
310 St. Ann’s Street
387-5658 or 387-5518

TEMPLO JERUSALEM
ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
Enoc Elias Nunez
306 W. 4th St.
387-5713
387-3092

HOPE LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Rev. Charles Huffman
417 E. 2nd St.

Card of Thanks

I am never surprised but always amazed at the way God loves
his children., but now I must confess my surprise and amazement at
the way God loves me through his children.

Thank you Lighthouse from the bottom of our hearts,
Pastor Don and Family

The family of Virginia Valera would like to thank all our
friends and family who honored Virginia’s memory with love, sup-
port and generous compassion.

A very special thank you to Dr. and Becky Johnson, Don
Longoria and the caring staff of Hudspeth Hospital for going above
and beyond. Martha, Beverlee, Mary Beth and Keith, you are the
meaning of friendship.

With appreciation,
Diane, Eileen, Joe, Sara, Shay & Cruz

The Friends of Historic Sonora Main Street Program would
like to express our appreciation to Johnny Solis, Carlos Gallegos,
Rick Taylor, Enrique Lopez, Glenda Lowe, Alicia Lowe, Michelle
Weingart, Wanda Neville, Brenda Bryant and Maura Weingart for
their help in decorating the Bank Vault Park (pocket park),
Mercantile Building, and the corner of Hwy. 277 and Crockett
Street “Welcome to Sonora Planter Box”.

We would like to say a kind word of “thanks” for everything
that TX-DOT has done for our “Welcome to Sonora Planter Box
Project”. Also, we would like to express our appreciation to the
Sonora Chamber of Commerce for lighting the downtown build-
ings, the courthouse, and decorating the courthouse lawn with
Christmas trees. Our town has the touch of magic and the spirit of
Christmas.

A special thank you to the Friends of historic Sonora Board of
Directors, Joy Galbreath, Rachel Duran, Maura Weingart, Roy Jean

" Johnson, Bruce Kerbow, Tony Adkins, and Tabby Sanchez-Abrego,

for their support, talent, and work they do for our community.

The Friends of Historic Sonora Main Street Program would
like to say “Merry Christmas and Happy New Year” to all, and we
appreciate the community in' which we live.

Ronnie Cox

/387-5366

LA IGLESIA HISPANA
UNIDA
DEL NOMBRE '
DE JESUS, INC.
Pastor Felipe Martinez
807 Orient

Brought to you by:
Kerbow Funeral Home

387-2266
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loves
being your
Pharmacist

Tumbleweed Smith

It's the older
generation that
spends money.
_ |People sixty, seven-
“ |ty and eighty are
healthy, active, have
good minds and
dshell out money for
vacations, concerts, plays -and
movies. In any upscale restaurant,
most of the dinérs have white'hair.
In short, they're building memo-
ries.

In this generation, many are
still working way past retirement
age. They have organized their
jobs and lives so they can still
work and have time to do the
things they want to do. This is the
generation that has saved money
for most of their working lives,
They aren't necessarily thinking

thinking about their children and
grandchildren. Many of this group

be with their families. So they
take cruises and rent vacation
homes so everybody can be

year.

Sixty used to be the age when
people slowed down.
more. Sixty seems to be ,what
forty used to be years ago.
Grandparents don't look like the
grandparents they had. Their
grandparents looked and acted old
at fifty. They seemed to come
from an ancient culture. Today's

|CEO's with no thoughts of slowing
down. They ski, bicycle, dog sled,
ride rapids. g

between the ages of 50 and' 70"5"2@)‘{-

about themselves, either. They are’

.|think the best thing they can do is .

together for a week or so every '

Not any .

grandparents might be jet pilots or,

scuba dive, jump out of planes‘and’

oothly

the American Association of
Retired People says, "A lot of us
feel that work is part of what
defines us. We want to stay con-
nected, and we plan to live a long
time, so why quit working? It's not
just about needing a paycheck."
We've heard about Grandma Moses
or Colonel Sanders who didn't start
building their empires. until they
were over sixty. There are more
‘and’'more people’ doing just tHat."'I
interviewed a woman the other day
who writes and sings parodies at
cabarets in Dallas. She looks 50.
She is 79. Her office and studio are
in her house. The walls are filled
with her art work. She talked about
her kids and her boyfriend. It's the
older folks who are living life to its
fullest.

Lauren Hutton, who has been
called the world's most enduringly
‘beautiful model, has just turned
"sixty and recently started a new
makeup line for older women. Tim
Conway is in his 70's. Bob Barker
is.80. Iinterviewed a man who had
just graduated from college. He is
82. Dating is a big thing for people
over sixty who suddenly find them-
selves single. They place personal
ads in magazines, they read and
meet dates in coffee shops, and

. develop relationships. One man
said dating has never been so inter-
esting, mainly because there are so
many players.

Higher divorce rates, longer
life spans and a greater tendency
never to marry mean there are more

" single Americans than at any time
in the nation's history. The U.S.

-Census Bureau says of the 97 mil-|

‘lion Americans who are 45 and
. Yolder, almost 40 percent...36.2 mil-
It costs

- {money to date.
they never expect to quit working: '
Deborah Russell, who writes:about’
economic security and works; for |

" "Robert Browning said it:
;"Grow old along with me. The best
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Obituaries
H. R. McDaniel

Hulan Ruford *“Mac” McDaniel, and Billy Ray
McDaniel, 79, of Ballinger. *McDaniel, and his sister, Mary
passed away Wednesday, Alvinia “Sis” Whitlock.
December 10, 2003, in Shannon He is survived by his lov-
Hospital after a brief illness. , ing wife, Lelia Marie McDaniel

A memorial service was at  of Ballinger; his son and
10:00 a.m. Saturday, December daughter-in-law, Howard and
13, in Rains-Seale Funeral Judy McDaniel of Sonora;
Home Chapel. ’ ; Jesse Phillips of Mineral Wells;

Hulan was born May 25, and a daughter-in-law, Karen
1924, in Crews, Texas, to David  McDaniel of Ballinger. He also
Jefferson and Minnie Lee 'is survived by a sister-in-law,
Williams McDaniel. He married  Virginia McDaniel of
Marie Holman on March 6, Ballinger; grandchildren, Gail
1947. Phillips of San Antonio, Scott

He entered into the Army Phillips of Austin, Lance
Air Force on February 16, 1943,  Phillips of Weatherford, Lisa
and served in France, Adrennes, Caveness of Krum, Danna
Rhineland and Central Europe. Boykin of Plano, Lee
He was honorably discharged McDaniel of San Angelo, Julie
from the Army Air Force at the McAfee of Ballinger, Bryan
conclusion of World War II in  McDaniel of  Burleson,
1945. He was an auto body Brandon McDaniel of Palm
mechanic in Ballinger until his City, Florida, Bradley
retirement. McDaniel of Lubbock, and

He was preceded in death Brett McDaniel of Sonora. He
by his parents; his daughter, also is survived by his grand-
Barbara Harrison; his son, children’s spouses, six great-
David McDaniel; his brother, grandchildren, one great-great
Ocie Green, Edward Merle grandchild and numerous
McDaniel, Leland McDaniel, nieces and nephews.
Z.L. McDaniel, Thomas Buford

Winfred H. Atwood

Winfred H. Atwood, age
69, died Sunday, December 7,
2003, at Hendrick Medical
Center in Abilene.

He was born December 8,
1933, in Concho County to
Harvey Jefferson Atwood and
Nell  Pentecost  Atwood.
Winfred was a 1952 Graduate
of Eden High School and
attended the Dallas Institute of
Mortuary Science. He was also
a veteran of the United States
Army. ;
Winfred married Elaine
Ward of Melvin, Texas, on May
11, 1957, in Austin. He was a
long time resident of Mason
County. Along with his wife, he
owned and operated Mason
Funeral Home from 1970 to

2000, was engaged in ranching
and was part owner of Hill
Country Inn in Mason from
1976 to 1997.

Winfred is survived by his
“wife Elaine, a daughter De De
Kruse and husband Mark, and
twin grandchildren Mason and
Madison Kruse, all of Abilene.
He is also survived by a sister
Oleta: Duckworth, two nieces
and one great-nephew, all of
Sonora and many friends. He
was preceded in death by an
infant daughter, Randy Laverne.

As a devoted member of
The Church of Christ he loved
his church; he loved his family
and friends; he loved living in
the Hill Country; and his
‘Brangus Cattle.

? Saint Ann Catholic Church
Holiday Schedule

Dec. 20
Confessions - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
.. Vigil Mass - 7:00 p.m.
i iiDeg. 2l ‘
utui ni SundgyMass-8:00am., . i
Sunday Mass - 11:00 a.m.
Dec. 24
Confessions - 5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Vigil Mass - 7:00 p.m.
Midnight Mass - 12:00 a.m.
Dec. 25
Christmas Day Mass - 10:00 a.m.

311 W. Plum St. * Sonora, Texas 76950 [ l

er News

Senior Cent

Dec. 22 - Bingo! AR

Dec. 23 - Christmas Meal. Everyone welcome. Sign up for
holiday meals. . i - .

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve! Center Closed!

Dec. 25 - Center Closed! Merry Christmas!

Senior Center Menu

Dec. 22 - Hamburgers on bun, oven French fries, lettuce,
onions, tomatoes, carrot salad, fruit cocktail.

Dec. 23 - Turkey & dressing, corn, peas, cranberry sauce,
roll, coleslaw, peach cobbler.

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve...Sr. Center closed!

Dec. 25 - Merry Christmas! Sr. Center Closed!

Dec. 26 - Chicken fried steak with gravy, potatoes,beets, roll,
fresh orange, milk. " **

Lunch is served Monday thru Fl‘iQay at 12:00 Noon.
$1.50 donation is suggested for those 60+
and $4.00 for others. *Menu is subject to change.*
* New Sound “Hearing Tests” will be at Senior Center
in January 2004! Call San Angelo 1-888-297-1963

Dec. 18
Santa Bucks Auction
4-H Civic Center ® 6:00 p.m.

Community Calendar

i The Community Calendar is made possible by :

é’ NMATIONAL BANK

| P.Q. BOX:798 - SONORA, TEXAS 76060
g%

915) 387-3881

Member FDIC

Dec. 19 - Jan. 4
SISD Christmas Holidays

@
THE i . ‘otvr -} -
BANK&TRUST
Member FDIC
207 N Hwy 277.N » 387-2593

Letters To The Editor Policy
. ©2003 The Devil’s River News. All rights reserved. No part of this newspaper may be reproduced in any form or by any means
without permission in writing from the publisher. The Devil’s River News encourages letters from its readers. Letters should be to the
point, typed if at all possible and signed. Name, address and telephone number should be included for verification purposes. Letters will
be printed on a space available basis. Letters should stick with issues, and not simply be personal attacks. Letters endorsing a particular
position on issues of local interest will be accepted, however letters endorsing a candidate for political office will not be accepted. We
reserve the right to edit for length, content, and potentially libelous statements. Letters to the Editor published in this newspaper do not
necessarily reflect the position of this publication on any subject. Correspondence should be mailed to: The Devil’s River News - Letters
to the Editor, 228 E. Main, Sonora, TX 76950. Email us at editor@sonoratx.net '
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By Jo-Ann E.
Secretary
Sutton
Society

Palmer,

County  Historical

Q. How do we get tickets to
the San Angelo Symphony
Orchestra’s performance here in
Sonora on March 19, 2004?

A. Reservations and pre-
orders for tickets may be made
by calling me at 387-5084
Monday or Friday morning. The
19th I will be in the office in the
afternoon. Price lists are avail-
able upon request for the din-
ner/advertising packages. Cost
of tickets to the concert only will
be decided in a few weeks. We
are accepting donations to offset
the cost of the orchestra and will
use that money to reduce the
cost of general admission tick-
ets. We hope to keep the price
for general admission down to
approx. $25 so that all the peo-
ple of Sonora can afford to
attend. i

Q. Why are you picking up
nuts all over Sonora?

A. I'm not NUTS! I am
picking up nuts everywheré 1
find them on the road, and in a
few wonderful people’s yards,
cracking them by hand, packing
them up and mailing them off to
the USCGC Gallatin. The ship
set out to sea in September and
won’t be back in port until next
year. The crew have missed
Halloween, Thanksgiving  and
will miss Christmas and New
Year’s with their families. I
know several of them are miss-
ing their children’s birthdays
and their anniversaries.

These wonderful 'young
men and women are helping to
defend our seas, catch drug
smugglers, stop illegal cargoes
with dangerous material from
reaching our shores and help
stop the flow of illegal aliens to
our country. They work very
hard and are away from home
for long periods of time. My
daughter, OSC Tina Viglietta is
stationed on the Gallatin. We
can’t send them chocolate; it
melts and most hard candies
stick to the wrappings in the cli-
jmate they are patrol‘l\ing.’ The
one thing I found that wouldn’t

2o bad in their-€limate was‘nuts> > <

Therefore I am prowling the
roads and spending my nights
cracking nuts.

A special ‘thanks to every-

one in Sonora who has helped
make the holidays a little merri-
er for the crew of the Gallatin.

Q. Why do people have
Christmas trees? They have
nothing to do with Christ.

A. Yes they do! There is an
English legend about the early
days of Christianity in the
British Isles. A monk named
Wilfred, later to be called St.
Wilfred, was trying to spread
Christianity to the Druids. The
oak tree was considered an
object of worship in the Druid
religion. One day, surrounded
by a group of his converts,
Wilfred took a great axe and
struck down an oak tree. It split
in four pieces and from the hol-
low center there grew a young
fir tree, pointing a green spire
toward the sky. The crowd was
amazed to see the young tree
growing inside the oak.

Wilfred dropped his axe and
turned to the people saying
"This little tree shall be your
Holy Tree tonight. It is the wood
of peace, for your houses are
built of the fir. It is the sign of
endless life, for its leaves are
evergreen. See how it points
toward the heavens. Let this be
called the tree of the Christ
Child. Gather about it, not in the
wilderness as the Druids wor-
ship the oak, but in your homes.
There it will be surrounded with
loving gifts and rights of kind-

ness."

The earliest mention of
Christmas, in the existing issues
of the Devil’s River News, tells
that there was a grand dance
held in Sonora the nights of
December 24 and 31, 1891. The
Christmas Eve dance was held

‘immediately following a cele-

bration around a Christmas tree
in the old wooden school house.
The decorating committee were
E. C. Saunders, L. L. Russell,
Geo. Traweek, G. L. Moore, J.
M. Bell, Mrs. & Dr. Coleman,
Mrs. Baugh, Misses May
Callahan, ‘Mary Rudicil, Agnes
Murchison, Ollie Cusenbary,
Susie Martin  and Lucille
Adams. Evergreen collectors
were Geo. Traweek, Dave
Dunagan, G., Huber jand .P.
W\ 7~ PR
Hurst, Jr. : 2
In 1920 ta celebration¢was
held in the School Auditorium
with a Christmas tree decorated
for children under 15 years of
age. All these children were

Texas Tech health center
to become medical school

By Mike Cox 2
AUSTIN - What parents

haven't fantasized about. their. .

child becoming a doctor .when
they grow up?

The federal Council on
Graduate Medical Education:
estimates that the U.S. will need
between 1.09 million and 1.17
million physicians by 2020.
Unfortunately for anyone who
may need medical care then,

current projections are that only

971,000 to 1.08 million doctors
will write prescriptions - that
year.

Texas certainly will be
doing its part to overcome that
anticipated shortage of M.D.s.

The state currently has
eight medical schools, buit diir
ing the special session ‘in’
October, lawmakers approved a
ninth school. ey

House Bill 28,.. which
received little fanfare except in

and around El Paso, authorizes

Texas Tech University to sell
$45 million in tuition revenue
bonds to fund construction of a
four-year medical school for
Tech's Health Sciences Center
in El Paso.

Currently, the El Paso cen-
ter trains only third - and fourth-
year medical students.

Though Texas Tech must
still come up with funds to serv-
ice the bonds, with $2.6 million
in seed money for the next bien-
nium, construction could begin
late next year or early in 2005.

When Perry signed HB 28
into law, El Paso leaders said it
was the most significant legisla-
tion affecting that city in a half
century. The new school will
nearly double the number of

medical students, and with addi-.

tional faculty and staff, it will
amount to a needed economic

shot in the arm for the biggest

city on the left side of Texas.

Public Safety official
leaves...

James B. Francis Jr, a
member of the Public Safety
Commission, the policy body
that oversees the Department of

. tax revenue

Public Safety, has stepped down

_from the panel after eight years.

No word yet on who the

~ governor will appoint to replace

him on the three-member com-
mission.

The Transportation
Commission, which oversees
the Texas Department of
Transportation, also still has

three members, but legislators

in the last session passed a bill
expanding that commission to
five members. {
The two new members
have yet to be appointed,
though there has been some
buzz that at least one of the
appointments is coming soon.
"~ Remember, Santa wears
one...
Everyone in law enforce-
ment or other safety-related

. fields says it all the time, as if

they were reading from a script:

. Wear your safety belt.

. The DPS says that if some-
one is thrown from their vehicle
during a crash, the likelihood of

_death or injury increases 70 per-
""cent. The place to be when

metal meets metal is snugly
behind the wheel, and an air
bag.

Though some Texans still
resist using seat belts, surveys
continue to show more and
more are wising up. A decade
ago, seat belt usage was esti-
mated at 69.1 percent. In 2002,
the level was 81.1 percent and
still inching upward.

More  startling news:
Extensive research also shows
you are far less likely to need a
safety belt if you abide by the
speed limit and don't drink and
drive.

State sales tax up again

State sales tax revenue is
up for the third month in a row.

"The last time state sales
increased three
months in a row was July-
September 2001, before 9-11,"
Texas Comptroller Carole
Keeton Strayhorn said.
"November sales tax revenue is
up 4.3 percent compared to
November 2002. This is the
largest growth since August
2001."

The state received $1.36
billion in sales tax revenue in
November.

The USCGC Gallatin crew goes “nuts” for Texas
pecans. Merry Christmas Tina and all the crew of the

USCGC Gallatin!

given a remembrance from the
tree to help keep alive the
Christmas spirit. The tree was
decorated in the old time way,
and Santa Claus gave presents
to all the little ones. Music was
provided by the Texas Red
Devil Orchestra from Ft. Worth.

Old time Christmas super-
stitions of the South: Don’t
wash and press a Christmas
present before giving it, or you
will wash out the good luck and
press in the bad.

Make a start on your year’s
work between Christmas -and
January 5th-a bit of ditching, a
little plowing-to "show your
intentions”. But never fix your
roof between Christmas and
New Year’s or the holes will
come right back.

Leave a loaf of bread on
the table after Christmas Eve
supper and you will have a full
supply until the next Christmas.

Eat an apple as the clock
strikes twelve on Christmas Eve
and you will have good health
throughout the coming year.

If you let a fire go out on
Christmas morning, spirits will
come to you then and later in
the season.

To improve your luck,
wear something new on
Christmas Day. But not new
shoes. They will hurt and may
even walk you into a catastro-
phe.

We hope you enjoy all the
decorations on the office, Miers
Home Museum and John &
Mildred Cauthorn Memorial
Building. A special thank you to
all the little elves who helped

 this year. s i 9
Y Finally''we” will telfyou
i vabout a Christmas Day.wedding

in 1919. Mr. Wayne West and
Miss May North were united in
marriage by Rev. A. J. Carson,
at the home of the bride in
Ozona. Very few were present

Dear Editor,

at the ceremony except the
immediate families of the par-
ties. Following the ceremony
the young couple took a wed-
ding trip in the beautiful new
car that was a present from the
groom’s father. Wayne West
was one of the leading young

stockmen of Crockett County.

He was the eldest son of Mr.
and Mrs. W. E. West.

Q. Where does Santa Claus
live?

A. When I was little, my
parents told me Santa Claus
lived at the North Pole. Since
the temperatures there drop
down to under 40 below 0, not
many people have been there to
see his natural runway where
his reindeer and sleigh take off.
His home is well hidden by the
ice and snow and most people
have never been able to find it. I
know that, even at my age, I still
haven’t tried to go there to dis-
prove their statement. I'll just
take them at their word and stay
here in Texas. The last few
weeks it has gotten more than
cold enough right here in
Sonora for this lady. Besides, I
have developed an aversion to
snow in my old age.

"If you have any questions,
concerning Sutton County his-
tory, send them to "Ask the
Historical Society,” P.O. Box
885, Sonora, TX 76950-0885 or
e-mail them to schs@sono-
ratx.net. You may reach us at
387-5084 on Monday and
Friday mornings or stop by and
see us at the old ice house on
Saturday. You may call me at

home at 387-2855 or at the
office to rént the Old Depot ‘or
make reservations. for the, sym- .

phony. We wish you the happi-
est and healthiest of holiday
seasons!

About a month ago I wrote a letter about the lights on Main
Street. Well, I just wanted to say, job well done!

Yesterday, I went to Sonora School Christmas, the 6th, 7th
and 8th grade, and the high school bands were really wonderful!
The topper on the tree was when Mr. Baldwin asked the audi-
ence to sing Christmas Carols with the Sonora Mighty Bronco
Band, and everyone stood and sang.

I would like to thank you, Mr. Baldwin, for a job well done!
I left the school thinking how wonderful it was, that a newcom-
er to Sonora has made the Christmas spirit come alive.

Thank you, Sonora Chamber of Commerce, The Friends of’

Historic Main Street Program, the Sonora School Bands, and Mr.
Baldwin for the look and feeling of Christmas.

Glenda Lowe

MERLE NORMAN’

COSMETIC STUDIOS

All Christmas Items
50-75% Off

OF’ Sonora Trading Co.

Rosey Bud Florist

387-5507

Tedford Jewelry

Connie Yocham bride elect of Russell Crenwelge
Kristen Hardgrave bride elect of Sam Kaufman

Bridal Registry

107 NW Concho * 387-3839

Galore & Mofe

1b

htt

Bridal Registry

Connie Yocham bride elect of Russell Crenwelge
Kristen Hardgrave bride elect of Sam Kaufman

p://www.sonoragifts.com

417 Hwy. 277 N.

387-2541

€

v g o |
Tedford Jewelry

and Gift Gallery

®)RadioShack’ X Ci ngular’

WIRELESS

387-3839

DEALER

105-107 NW Concho
Downtown Sonora

387-2733

S OO0 OO OO OO OO OO 0D

Fresh Flower

Christmas Arrangements

Rosey Bud Florist

121

N. Hwy 277 387-5507
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Storewide

g5 ot Christmag s

A new drawing ;

every day for Discounts of &

5% - 60% Off Merchandise
Excluding Fossil, DKNY & Maui Jim

w

- Sonora Bronco

Shirts, Jerseys & Cheer Outfits
30% OFF
|Christmas Decorations

& Omaments

TEAM<GRAPHICS

OPEN SAT. 10 TO 4

The Classic

14K .05CT= 1/2CT

Ted
107 NW Concho « 387-3839
Historic Downtown Sonora

Three. .
diamond ovals

set in
:4.79 (eamin
4K 1/2CT
netail 9 9
$499.00
MSip
$6435.00

107 NW Concho

387-3839

Historic Downtown Senora

Elegance of
Diamond Solitaire Jewelry

B Rt

e

4A
‘14K.05CT-1/2CT
retail
$69 To $1299
; MSRD
$125 10 $1995

i i

ford J ewel,lj

4B

nerail
$49 TO $699

MSRD
$95 70 §1195

14k white gold.

M
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UPS
228 E. Main ¢ 387-2498

SANTA' LITTLE HELPER

Now Open/t
Drop Off
Gift Wrapping
for the Holidays!

Located at the
OLD Post Office Building
109 N. Water Awve.

Jen Jones © 226-3067

e

\BIRST
San Angelo Credit Office

(f/\( AG CREDIT 325.949.8114

Have a’place' where time is not the issue - living is. We provide recreational
land loans so you can have the leisure retreat you deserve. Own some peace
and quiet of your own. Call your local credit office or visit agmoney.com.

to be spent at auction

by Ruthie Bounds, Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director

Are you ready for the Santa
Bucks Auction this Thursday
December 18th at the Sutton
County Civic Center? = We
hope you will all be there to
take part in the live auction,
children’s auction and silent
auction. The over $2,000.00
worth of items donated by local
merchants and businesses will
be set up for you to browse
through at 5:00 p.m. The silent
auction begins at 6:00 p.m. and
ends promptly at 7:00 p.m. with
the item going to last high bid-
der. The live auction will begin
at 6:30 p.m. and there will be
items for the children to bid on.

In addition to all the items
listed in last week’s Devil’s
River News, we have received
even more items. Stagecoach
BBQ & Catering has donated
three certificates, each for two

daily specials valued at $15.00."

Moore’s Qil & Lube has donat-
ed three standard oil changes
valued at $26.00 each.
donated three items: a cross val-
ued at $18.00, a wallet valued at
$35.00 and a golf plaque valued
at $12.00. Best Western
Sonora Inn has donated two cer-
tificates for complimentary -one
night stays at their motel, val-
ued at $80.00 each. Red Horse
Feeds donated four items:  a
sport bucket stool valued at
$18.00, two certificates each:for
five bags of corm valued at
$22.00 each and a beautiful
bronze sculpture that we fea-

month valued at $65.00. Dairy

Queen of Sonora has donated

|

submitted

: As most of Sonora knows, -
the Girls Scouts recently. sold

nuts as their annual fund raiser.
The girls did quite well and

appreciate everyone that Hglpcd ;

support them this year, and
every year.

Troop #104 met their Troop
Goal, and on Saturday,
November 15, they were treated

to a field trip to San Antonio.

"Tis the Season to Celobrats

Join us for our Holida Open

House

with festive music, tasty 60/)’/@ treats and hot wassail - Home Town é’@/e/

'Tuey///zy, December 23, 2003
The Rank & Trust L'oé@
9:00 a.m. fo 4:00 pom.

As traditions of the 50/1‘/@ season are all
around, at The Bank & Trust we have

taken this ime

to reflect on our tradition

of, /)row'zﬁ'ry Home Town customer
service with e,vce/Jﬁona/ financial

/)raaﬂchr,

We thank you for your

husiness in 2003. The Bank & Trust
gives you our word that Home Town
/Jer;ona/ service is our fradition

this ' year - and next!

From our fami@ to yours -
a very merry Home Town ﬁaﬁa/ay./

THE b,

BANK&TRUST

Member FDIC

Since 1910

Home Town Banking - Home Town Trust!

Image

four meal certificates each vai:
ued at $25.00. K.D.’s has

donated one free car wash and.

detail with the value of $35.00,

and Team Graphics has donated’
‘six Santa wind flags each .val-

ued at $12.00, and a beautiful
birdhouse shaped like a church
that has a value of $60.00, .a
Christmas advent calendar val-
ued at $18.00, and a Christmas
card holder valued at $15.00,
Sonic  Drive-In donated . 3
brown-bag specials each valued
at $7.00 and two burger deals
each with .a value  of $4.00.
Tedford Jewelry donated a fan-
ciful little shelf perfect for any
little princess with a- value of
$37.00 and Tedford Radio
Shack has given a portable CD
player that any little prince (or
princess) would love to have,
valued at $50.00.° Mindy
Castaneda of Mindy’s
Creations made a beautiful
Christmas wreath valued at
$30.00. Parker Lumber donated
a Black -& Decker cordless

- screwdriver valued at $19.00.

We have also had some Barbie
accessories donated for all the
little girls, some toy trucks and
tractors donated for all the little
boys and some books donated
for all the children to bid on. In
all we estimate that we have
had approximately $2,255.00
worth of items donated by local
_businesses and merchants. All
the merchants want to say thank
you to their customers by giv-
‘ing you a chance to bid on and
possibly purchase these donat-
ed items with the Santa Bucks
they have all been handing out
to you for the last several
weeks. Don’t miss a great

tured in the newspaper "last {RRcaunty to cagh, in jon:the

generosity of our local mer-
chants, they give so much to
our tcommunity.

| Sonora Girl Scouts meet goals,
visit San Antonio

Riverwalk

Mrs. Tammy Favila, Mr. & Mrs.
. Santiago Faz and Mrs. Mary

Humphrey shuttled the girls to
the San Antonio Riverwalk for a

, ride on the riverboats. The girls

then toured the river and walked
to the Towers of America. A
long elevator ride up to the

" Observatory Level, and treated
“the girls to a spectacular view.
/The' girls could see for miles,

something they won’t soon for-
get. The trip ended with a late
lunch at the Magic Time

 Machine.

Special thanks to the driv-

..ers, Evangelina Martinez and

Nicky Samaniego.
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' Millions of Santa Bucks

Wt a déer...

Dinney’s Child Care enjoy a special visit with Cha-Cha, a baby
mule deer being raised by one of the children’s grandparents.
. The group fed and played with the fawn, observing her tiny
teeth and hooves, no toes or paws!! Everyone agreed that Cha-Cha
was soft and playful and they all had a good time.

Sutton County Health Foundation

ends year with

presentation of

new officers at dinner party

submitted

_Board President, Jim
Stephen, called the meeting of
the Sutton County Health
Foundation to order at 6:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, December 9, 2003.'

Betty Stephen, Joe David

Ross, Susan Bloodworth, Pascal -
Allison, Glen and Linda Fisher,
Cleve T. and Lolabeth Jones,
Carla Garner, Ben and Lenora
Pool, Carl and Melissa Teaff,
Alvis and Patricia Johnson,
Keith and. Rosie Butler, Curry
and = Bonnic Lou Campbell,

Rodney and Kathy Knight.
"Randée Fawcett, Bobby Doran
-and’ Sharon Holman were pres-

ent.-

After enjoying dinner with
family' as special guests,
President Jim Stephen started
the meeting by presenting Alvis-
Johnson with a gift of apprecia-
tion on behalf of the
Association, for his dedication
to the foundation.

In regular business, prior
minutes from the November
meeting were approved as pre-

‘'sented and Treasurer, Sharon

Holman_gave the current bal-

‘ance sheet which Showéd Cash™
in_ First . National .. Bank at.

i $4,303.87. Investment assets

are at $37,048.50, and cash in
the SCHF Endowment Fund are
$197,000. There is a net income
for the year to date, of
$238,352.37.

Randee Fawcett presented
the slate of officers and direc-
tors as: President - Ben Pool,
Vice President - Randee
Fawcett, Secretary /Treasurer -
Sharon Holman, . Directors - -
Lolabeth Jones, Alvis Johnson,
and Pascal Allison. There were
no.nominations from the floor
and the slate was approved as
presented.

It was approved to cash in

the life insurance policy donat-
ed to the Foundation by Alvis
Johnson, and transfer the pro-
ceeds to SCHF Endowment
Fund at the San Angelo Area
Foundation.
: The treasurer and president
will-see to the filing of the tax
return. ;

President Jim Stephen
thanked everyone who worked
to make the year a success,
including Claire Jones, who
opened her home for the event
carlier in the year.

The'purpose of the SCHF is
long-term support of Lillian M.

- Hudspeth. Memorial Hospital

and healthcare resources in
Sutton County.

The goal of SCHF is to pro-
vide supplemental funds for the
operation of the hospital and
other healthcare resources in
order to decrease¢ need for tax
support of healthcare in Sutton
County.

You can establish a gift
annuity by transferring cash or
appreciated properties, such as
stock, as an irrevocable gift to
the Sutton County - Health
Fouridation. '[:gg“?'éhﬁ“éfiiion
deposits these funds. in.a profes-
sionally- managed account.
Upon death, the amount remain-
ing in a gift annuity is distrib-
uted between the Discretionary
Fund of the Sutton County
Health Foundation, and endow-
ments to the charities of our
choosing, established at the San
Angelo Area Foundation.

The Sutton.County Health
Foundation distributes a guar-

‘anteed, fixed payment to you

for. as long as you live. The
amount you receive each year is
determined by your age, the
older a donor is the higher pay-
out he or she receives.

DPS issues Christmas wish list

The Department of Public
Safety has composed a wish list
for the holiday season. DPS is
asking travelers for the follow-
ing gifts:

* Slow down - speed is the

number one killer on Texas::

roads.

. See what’s going on at

RadioShack’

L

Don’t Miss
Our New

- Christmas
TOY DEPT.

for _all of us,"

* Don't drink and drive;
get a designated driver.

* Buckle up everyone in
the vehicle.

* Keep cell phone chatter
to a minimum.

* Drive with courtesy; it's
contagious.

Slow down in bad
weather, construction areas and
heavy traffic.

"Following these tips will

. keep your family and everyone

on Texas roads safer, and that
will mean a merrier Christmas
said DPS
Director Thomas Davis Jr.

"The sad truth is that most

- fatal traffic crashes don't have

' Most Major Credit Cards Welcome
Owned and Operated By

Tedford Jewelry

Main & Concho * Downtown Sonora
Open Monday thru Saturday

A Radio Shack Dealer
387-2733

to happen."
DPS will have all available

“troopers patrolling Texas road-

ways from Wednesday,
December 24 through Sunday,
December 28. DPS is once
again participating in Operation
‘CARE (Combined Accident
Reduction Effort)-a nationwide

* effort maximizing enforcement

on major interstate highways to
reduce fatalities commonly
associated with holiday week-
ends.

Alcohol is always a con-
cern during the holidays, and
DPS is supporting the statewide
‘drunk driving campaign.

"We would prefer volun-
tary . compliance with traffic

. laws," said Davis.

"However, if you choose to
drive without regard for the
safety of others, increased
enforcement means you are
three times more likely to get a
traffic citation or be arrested for
DWI during the Christmas
weekend."
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Bronco Basketball begms at Ozona Tournament

by Maray Cearley ) : £

Bronco ; "01'.,' o

underway this weel\end partici-
pating in the 73rd Annual Ozona
Invitational Tournament.

On Thursday, the Broncos

beat the McCamey Badgets«~-

with a nail biter, 55 to 53 The'

Duhon 2

Sonora’s next - opponent

was the Sweetwater Mustangs.

The Broncos were sluggish and
found themselves playing
catch-up the entire game.
Scoring for the Broncos
was- Valliant 17, Martin 9,

there were three in doubles fig-
ures. Valliant led with 21 points,
16 rebounds and 3 blocks.
Cearley and Martin each had 14
points, with Cearley. sinking
four 3-pointers. Duhon added 5,
and Wagoner had 4.

The Broncos brought home

Basketball
Results

by Larry Jennings

The 7th grade Lady Colts
played Grape Creek at home on
Monday, December 15, 2003. It
was a close game all the way
through, with Sonora winning

Broncos had three in dou_ble ﬁg- 2

ures, led by Trapper: Valliant

Cearley 5, Wagoner. = 3,
McDaniel and Duhon each with

the third place trophy, wmnmg

58to 51. on a free throw shot. The: final

with 15 points, 17 rebounds and : ;2. 'The final score was
a whopping 8 blocked:shots: - . .5 ‘Sweetwater 49, Sonora 38.
~Clint Cearley had 14 pomls On Saturday, the Broncos
and 4 steals, and Chris Martin were playing for third place,
added 11 points. facing the Brownfield Cubs.

Trapper Valliant received a

well-deserved
Medal. |

Congratulations to the
Broncos and their continued

All-Tourney

score was Sonora-22, Grape
Creek-21. Scoring for-Sonora
were Savannah Leonard- 11,
‘Loren Isenhour- 4, Azeneth
Villanueva- 3, Steely Ingham- 2

Rounding out the scoring
was Brett McDaniel with 9,
Austin Wagoner 4 and Steven

Feliz Navidad

Sonora jumped to an early 9-0
lead with excellent hustle from
the entire team. Once again

from Spiller’

fourth grade Spanish Class

Mrs. Anita Spiller’s fourth grade Spanish class has been busy

preparing for the Chirstmas season. The students were allowed to
‘choose an element of the Christmas Nativity Scene to prepare and
make the figures out of salt dough. Everyone enjoyed making the
Marys, Josephs, the three wisemen, shepherds, sheep, several Baby
Jesus’ and even a rattlesnake on the ground. The project allows the
students to use their creatmty, while learning about the real reason
for the season.

West Texas“v‘S‘hock wins second
in Midland

The West Texas Shock, girls competitive softball team won
2nd place in the Midland Fall Tournament - 2003. Pictured
above are: 1st row: Heather Hughes (Sonora) & Berkley Iden
(Coahoma); 2nd row: Krista Kirby (Coahoma), Kimble Luna
(Sonora), Jetton Fontenot (San Angelo), Azeneth “Azzie”
Villanueva (Sonora);"'3rd row: Brandy Simpson (Miles),
Victoria Dominguez (San Angelo), Ashley Gesch (Wall),
Heather Mase (San' Angelo); back row: Coaches- Joe
Dominguez (San Angelo), Sam Hughes (Sonora), and Frank
Simpson (Miles)

Decisions, Decisions

and Senida Martinez- 2. The
girls made 6 of 30 attempted
free throws.

‘Lady Colts

success in their upcoming sea-
son. :

Sonora '8th

Beat Grape Creek 30-23

December 15, 2003, Sonora 8th Grade Girls played Grape
Creek. The eighth grade girls started out with a full court press
which dominated the entire game.' The girls played very aggres-
sively on both ends of the court. Sonora held them to O field goals
the first quarter while Sonora scored 9 points. By the half, Grape
Creek had scored 1 field goal and 7 free throws to Sonora’s 16
points. The charge was led by Emily Earwood, Kelsey Watkins,
Kimble Luna, Kayla Garcia, & Heather Hughes. Kimble Luna and
Heather Hughes scored 9 points the first quarter. Coming off the
bench to continue the rhythm that was set the first quarter was
Chelsea Martinez, Katrina Ramos, Laura Martin, Kyla Turney and
Elbe Samaniego. Kyla Turney scored 2 points, Heather Hughes 2
points, Kayla Garcia, 2 points, and Katrina Ramos 1 point. In the
second half, the girls continued their march to victory with tough
defense, allowing only 2 field goals for Grape Creek the remainder
of the game. Sonora exhibited a total team effort. Sonora had 3
girls foul out, without jeopardizing the victory. Grape Creek shot 41
free throws, completing 17. Sonora shot 16 free throws, complet-
ing 6. The 8th grade girls showed leadership, hustle, and the desire.
GREAT GAME GIRLS; let’s continue on.

Top Scorers: Kimble Luna 13, Heather Hughes 6, Kelsey
Watkins 4, Kayla Garcia, 2, Kyla Turney 2, Chelsea Martinez 2,

Katrina Ramos 1.

Cooler weather?
Important tips for your
child's car seat safety...

When the weather turns
cooler, we all get our jackets
and coats out of the closet. Did
you know that putting your
infant or child in their coat or
blanket before putting them in
their; car seat.can greatly affect
the, way the car seat is desngned
to work? 0 Mol

The hamness straps in car
seats are designed to lie flat and
snug against your child. When
they are adjusted properly, there
should be no slack in the har-
ness system. If you wrap your
baby in a blanket before placing
him in the car seat, and loosen
the harness straps to accommo- .
date the extra cloth...you:have
put slack into the system. The

same thing happens if you'puta "

coat on your toddler and loosen

the straps before bucklmg h1m §

in his seat.

In a collision, X
fabric and padding will com-
press and create slack in the

.on _the shell,

this extra '

Buckle the child in and THEN
put the coat or blanket OVER
them--on TOP of the harness
system. You can even turn the
coat around and put his arms
through the sleeves after he is
buckled. into. . his car. seat...

- BUCKLE THEM THEN

‘BUNDLE THEM. sz
This will ensure your kids
are kept snug in their seat, the
harness system is able to do its
job in the event of a crash, and
that the kids stay warm.
Remember to check your
safety seats often and look for
stress marks or hairline cracks

straps, torn padding, etc. You
can contact the manufacturer

“for replacement parts.

For more detailed informa-
tion on car seats and car seat
safety, please see the National
Highway  Traffic  Safety
Administration's website at
http://www.nhtsa.gov/.

frayed harness .

It happens about this ume K

of year. Trying to decide “What '
gifts I will give my friends and
loved ones. I usually put a lot of
thought into the gift I'am going
to give. This causes a problem in
that I want to give them’what
they wish for; but, on'the other
hand, I try to give them some-
thing they need very much. My
little dilemma could be like a
problem God faced many years
ago. It was after God created
man and woman and they dis-j
obeyed and were separated from
Him (Genesis 3:9-11, Isaiahg
59:2). God had to dec1de if he
wanted that broken relationship
to mankind restored and how:
would He do it. God decided tof

Happy Blrthday

: December 18
i Fernie Emiliano,-..Donny
Yocham, Sr., Yesenirai
i Gandar, Hoot Hearn i

December 19
Colton Moore, Shannon
Liverman, Rex Ann-Friess,
Teresa Vasquez, .. Nonie
Gonzales, Ooye Hernandez i

December 20 ;
Tommy Arnwine, Andi Allen,
Eddie Hernandez,  Mike
i Badeaux, Jamie Hernaridez,
i Amelia Butler, , Landon
Castro, Jo Ellen Neal Don
Surridge
December 21 :
i Joe Hidalgo, Maria McAfee,
Steven Guana

December 22 -
Westley Lipham, " Carol
Sessom, Juanita ‘Vickers
; December 23
Stephanie Reddin, Kelly'
Martin, Morgan Crawford,.
Diana Gonzales,
i Ramirez, Sr. !
December 24

B Gift Baskets
%

; I|
I l (:/_/"’\\

Carlos

Teri Foulds, Darlene Eaton,:
Marco Jimenez

give us the gift we needed the
‘most, not just the things we
wished for. He gave or sent us
His only begotten son, Christ
Jesus (Matthew 2:1&2, John
3:16-18), something very pre-

* cious to Him so our relationship

to Him could be restored
(Romans 5:19). As we are think-
ing of our love ones and think-
ing of giving them special gifts,
remember God loves us very
much and has given us a pre-
cious, special - gift. Receive it
with gladness (John 1:12). See
you in Church next Sunday.
Brother J

O OB, IN EN ID , IN .QQJ’MQ
MARY KAY®

NEW Special Edition Velocity Products are in!
Call today for a great makeover!

harness system, which will
allow your child to move fur-
ther forward during a crash
before being stopped by the har-
ness straps--increasing the
injuries they will suffer.

So what should you do?
First, always keep your child in
the clothes they will be wearing
when they are indoors. Place
the child in the infant seat or car
seat, making sure the harness
straps are snug over the‘Shoul-
ders and that they lie straight
and flat down to the buckle.

UPS

228 E. Main
387-2498

N

Contact Susan Hall * 308 Edgemont

387-5553

PGP
PILEI T R R NN TS
Il Bring in thig coupon and receive |I = Va rsity

: $1.00 Off
Christmag Lights

j Chili Peppers « Cowboy Boots,
Bulls « Fish .

('}”\g pE? 5

' Sonora Office Supply '
I 228 E.Main ¢ 387-2498 '|
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' Sonora Basketball

Dec. 29
Iraan Alley Hoop

Tournament
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Louie and Amy Perez
are proud to announce

the arrival of their daughter

Karina Alissa Perez

She was born November 23, 2003

12:39 p.m. at Shannon Medical Center

Karina weighed 7 Ibs. 11/2 ounces

and was 19 1/2" long.
She is also welcomed by her

maternal grandparents Ben and Josie Torres,

paternal grandparents
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Louis A. Perez and Alma S. Perez
and great grandparents Manuel and Sally Mata.

(e

Flowers
by Irene

Storewide Sale

Saturday, December 20
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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Balcones.

A Canpon Man Book

259 Hwy. 277 N.
206- 0880

e
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Historical Novel by R.K. Davis

Full Color Cover. Drawings by the Author and Others

Exciting, Funny and Informative

AVAILABLE NOW AT

= Gifts'‘Galore & More 417 Hwy. 277 N.
The Devil’s River News 228 E. Main

Price $24.90.

Mail Order, please add $1.60 postage

plus Texas sales tax of $1.93

Best Writers Publishing Company TM
P.O. Box 448 ° Leakey, Texas 78873-0448

(830) 232-5229

Doyle Morgan

Insurance Agency

T

—

Life » Health » Long Term Care
Auto * Home * Ranch ¢ Annuities

For all your

Insurance Needs!
Contact

T. Cy Griffin

Office: (325) 387-3912
Fax: (325) 387-3913
email: dmi_t.cy@sonoratx.net

Guy Cauthorn * Sue Hosford * Yvette Samaniego
217 East Main ¢ Sonora, Texas 76950

Lino’s Custom Stereo

1607 Glasscock Ave. ® Sonora, TX
325-387-5250 ¢ 206-0797

2005 KMAS SPECIALS

Audiovox 6.4
Flipdown (2)
wireless
headphones
VCR, DVD player
modulator
$599.95

2 MTX 4500 10"
Woofers
$119.95

Alumapro
Woofers
10% Off

10% Off all Focal 2 Coustic Tens

Component $119.95
Speakers In

Stock Only

15% Off Xtant
amps in Stock only

R/F AM FM MP3

CD Player

Kenwood © $199.95

250 watt amp
$99.95

Autopage Basic
Alarm Installed
$99.95

Kenwood Portable

Satellite Radio
System with home
kit and FM

Modulated Car Kit
$199.95

Jensen Complete
FM Modulated
Satellite System.
FREE with paid

install plus parts.

2 Rockford
Z tens
$99.95

US Tech Authorized Dealer



http://http.V/www.nhtsa.gov/
mailto:dmi_t.cy@sonoratx.net
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Please
Don’t Drink
and Drive .’
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Oil & Agribusiness

Sutton County 4 H members succeed in Bandera

submitted

Two Sutton County 4-Hers
traveled to Bandera Saturday,
December 13, to participate in
the Angora Goat Jackpot Show.
Hunter Jennings and Laura
Martin  represented  Sutton
County well as Hunter exhibit
ed six goats and Laura exhibited
three goats. Sky Jennings also
made her debut as she held one

- of Hunter's goats in the doe kid

Los Cerritos
Restaurant

Under New Management
Welcomes you!
Come enjoy our Daily Specials

Hours Mon. - Sun.
6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Lounge Open 5:00 p.m. - Midnight

= Martin & Geneva McGee

1605 5. Croiokatt o 3079830
N W )
) Get your 2
£  TFireworks for % &£
ﬁ New Year s Eve!

' On Sale NOW
~through Dec. 24th

6:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.
New Years Eve ¢ 6:30 a.m. - 11:30 p.m.

*Cherry Bombs * Black Cats * *Rockets *
* Assorted Packages*
And More!!!

2

£

é 2

@1 Chavarria Grocery @:

«;«J Hwy 277 S. J
, 387-2603

Y N AT A YAVl

class. Hunter was awarded the
Junior Showmanship award.
Laura's doe kids placed Ist and
2nd in their class while her
yearling doe was named cham-
pion doe of the show and
reserve champion goat of the
show. These girls enjoyed shar-
ing the day with other
exhibitors and are looking for-
ward to the show circuit, which
begins January 9, 2004, with the
Sutton County 4-H show. Many
hours of hard work go into these
projects and the 4-H members
would like to invite everyone to
see them exhibit their animals
next month.

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
U.S. Representative Henry
Bonilla has halted a provision
included in the 2002 Farm Bill
that could have been disastrous
to the nation's agriculture indus-
try. A grateful industry is
applauding and thanking Bonilla
for his steadfast support.

"We  thank  Chairman
Bonilla for his leadership in
addressing a law that has caused
frustration and controversy
throughout the beef cattle indus-
try," stated the Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raisers
Association and Texas Cattle
Feeders Association in a recent
news release.

# #="We commend you for your

leadershlp to address this chal-
lenging issue. You have struck
the right balance on this issue
and well served U.S. consumers,
U.S. agriculture and U.S. busi-
nesses throughout the food dis-

GOLDING
MOTORS

THENEXT F-150
ISRIGHT HERE!

‘03 FORD RANGER S-CAB
#649813, 3.0L 6-CYL

wER17. u dovn plus TTAL,

‘03 FORD FOCUS
.- #537351, 20L 4-CYL,

v $2706.33 down plus TTAL.

“all payments are with approved credit!

‘03 FORD F-150
#659391, 4.2L 6-CYL.,

W $4520.04 down plus TTAL,

‘03 FORD WINDSTAR
#611606, 3.8L 6-CYL,

W $2841 45 down plus TTaL.

www.goldingmotors.com

(325)372-5707

San Saba, Tx

Hunter Jennings, Laura Martin, and Sky Jennings pose with the Jjudge in Bandera.
Bonilla applauded by
U.S. Ag Industry

- Congress Approves Bonilla's Country
of Origin Labeling Provision -

tribution chain. Thank you,"
wrole the United Fresh Fruit &
Vegetable Association in a letter
to Bonilla. :

The U.S. Congress today
approved a provision introduced
by Bonilla that will delay imple-
menting a potentially onerous
system of Country of Origin
Labeling (COOL). Country of
Origin Labeling for all com-
modities will now be put on
hold for two years, with the
exception of farm-raised and
wild caught fish. Bonilla
believes the delay is essential so
that Congress may commit fur-
ther time to researching the
costs and benefits of the system,
The - complete " bl will¥ ddw’*
moye to the Senate for a_fipal
vote and then on to the president ~
for his signature.

"Country of Origin
Labeling could be disastrous to
our meat industry. We owe it to
our nation's meat producers,
processors, retailers and con-
sumers to investigate before act-
ing," said Rep. Henry Bonilla,
Chairman of the House
Agriculture Appropriations
Subcommittee.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture is estimating the
implementation costs of COOL
record keeping at close to $2 bil-
lion -- some industry experts
calculate the total reaching close
to $10 billion. Another study
conducted by Texas A&M
University stated that the
changes brought-on by COOL
would cost nearly 2000 jobs and
almost three quarters of a billion
dollars for beef regulations in
South Texas alone. The USDA
estimates that the cost of COOL
on every head of cattle will be
$10.00, with the cost per head of

. sheep being $4.50.

"If you were going to start
your own business wouldn't you
do all the research, check the
facts and talk to people who
know and understand the indus-
try? Or would you jump blindly
into the business and hold your
breath hoping for success? I
know I would choose research
and education, and that's exactly
what my provision allows for
Country of Origin Labeling,"
said Bonilla. "We must provide
Congress time to adequately
address Country of Origin
Labeling before we evoke
potentially devastating conse-
quences on our rural economy."

Industry organizations that
applauded  Bonilla's  work
include: National Cattleman's
Beef Association, Texas and
Southwestern Cattle Raiser's
Association,  Texas . Cattle |
Feeders Association, Texas
Produce. Association, United
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable
Association,  Texas Pork
Producers, and National Pork
Producer Council.

Congressman Henry
Bonilla was named Chairman of
the House Agriculture
Appropriations Subcommittee
in January of 2001. This is the
third spending bill Bonilla has
overseen. Bonilla is dedicated
to keeping the agriculture indus-
try strong and healthy, and
remains committed to reducing
wasteful spending and unneces-
sary projects. In addition to
chairing  the  Agriculture
Subcommittee, Bonilla is a sen-
ior member of the Defense and
Foreign Operations
Appropriations Subcommittees.

Rig Locations as of
December 12, 2003

]'A Sutton

‘“‘““"’””““"“2“'“’ "= Samson Lone Star; 10000’ Kiser #9,
Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 8850’ Duke Wl]son <189 - #12, Patterson

Drilling.

New Dominion; 8550’ Richardson - 139 -.#9, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 8800" Duke Wilson =-189 - #I1. Patterson

Drilling.

New Domlnlon, 8800" Brown- Whltehedd

Drilling.

New Dominion; 8500” Simmons Ranch #52, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 8325’ Simmons Ranch #70, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 8300’ Shannon - 52 - #13, Patterson Drilling.

New KCS Resources; 6420’ Carta - 114 - #7, Patterson Drilling.

New Silver Oil & Gas; 6200’ Hull #9603, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 6150’ Davis - F - #11, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 6000’ ‘Cusenbary - 60A - #5, Patterson Drilling.

New Dominion; 6000’ Cusenbary - 60A - #4, Patterson Drilling.

New Delray Oil Inc.; 3400’ Baker-Friess #3, Hayhurst Brothers

28

New Dominion; Mayfield - 39 - #14, Key Energy.

New Dominion; Lancaster - 154 - #5, Patterson Drilling.

Ne.wrl)nminion;,Bvomehitehcad ,2:r#36, Patterson Drilling.
ous Erogkett .. s

Chevron/Mldland 9500’ CE Davndson NCT - 1#10 Nabors

Drilling.

Beach Expl; 7600’ Meadows - 52 - #1, Rod Ric Corporation.

New J. Cleo Thompson; 7000° Thompson - 26 - #8, Patterson

Drilling.

New Patina O&G Corp.; 5000’ Adams #111, Key Energy.

Terrell
19000’ Mitchell - 7 - #6, Nabors Drilling.
- #1,

- #12, Patterson

Nuevo Texas Inc.;
ExxonMobil Dev Co; 16000’ Banner Estate Unit - B
Patterson Drilling. _ _

EOG Resources; 10300’ Gafner - Wadi - 10 - #1, Patterson
Drilling.

Nuevo Texas Inc.; 9000’ Mitchell - 6 - #12, Nabors Dnllmg

| Riata Energy Inc 7000’ Scott #1201, Lariat Drilling.

‘Edwards
New Chi Operating, Inc.; 9800’ Hi Hi Newby - 117 - #1,
Patterson Drilling.
Par Minerals Corp; 8000’ Four Square Ranch #10, Key Energy.
New Dominion; 7800’ Canyon Ranch #1136E, Patterson Drilling.
New Dominion; 7350’ Canyon Ranch #2123E, Patterson Drilling.
Val Verde
Willo Oil & Gas; 15500’ Phillip Arledge #1 H, Grey Wolf
Drilling.
New Concho Oil & Gas; 6500’ Mills Trust - 19 - #6, Patterson
Drilling.
Schleicher ’
New O’Neill Properties; 6800’ Annie{Mae Murphy #3, Heart
Land Drilling. ’

For more rig locations call 1- 800-627—9785 or go online to
www.rigdata.com.

CARL J, CANHILL, INC J[
Ol FIELD ('l)\rlf $1CTOR

Rangeland restoration, Prescribed
burn workshops to be offered

by Blair Fannin,
b-fannin@tamu.edu

SONORA - A rangeland
restoration and management
workshop is scheduled for Jan.
8-10 at the Texas Agricultural

Experiment Station near Sonora. :

Basic information on range-
land ecology, plant identifica-

tion, grazing strategies and other, .
workshop is $395. Lodging and
¢ meals will be provided. Space is

topics will be covered. The
workshop will provide informa-
tion to help participants develop

strategies and meet resource,

goals. Participants will tour the
Experiment Station to observe'

the effects of grazing and burn-'!

ing treatments first hand. :

A'rangeland burning basic
class will be Feb. 19-21.
characteristics, dangers, benefits

and burn planning will be part of

the  educational  program.
Habitat manipulation with burn-
ing  will  be

ferent duties during practice
burns.

All the workshops will be
held at the Sonora Station.
Participants will observe a wide

Fire: ;

discussed.
Participants will develop a burn- |
ing plan and participate in dif- !

variety of rangelands either
depleted or covered by unwant-
ed brush, areas that are in the
process of being restored, and
rangeland that has been restored
by fire and management. Most
of the workshops will be spent
in the field learning and observ-
ing in small groups.

The cost for each three-day

limited and available on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Separate

sleeping arrangements will be

available for men and women,
with limited space available for
couples.

Instructors for the
Academy are Dr. Charles
"Butch" Taylor, director of the
Sonora Station; Dr. Mort
Kothmann, professor at Texas
A&M University; Ray Hinnant,
senior research associate at
Texas A&M; and Kent Mills,
manager and consultant with
Ezell Key Grain Co. Inc. in
Snyder. For more information,
go to the Web at
http://rangeweb.tamu.edu/arm
or phone (979) 845-5580.



http://www.golciingmotors.com
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Hospice nurse given new
equipment to better serve

submitted

Veronica Fierro of Ozona is the proud recipient of a pulse
oximeter, a device which measures the amount of oxygen in the
blood, for use with her hospice: patlents The oximeter was donated

to Veronica by Ozona Lions Club, DeerFest, Preddy Funeral Home
' and Kerbow Funeral Home of Sonora.

"This will be a very handy piece of equipment," said Veronica.
She serves an average of 15 patients in four towns: Sonora, Big
Lake, Ozona and Eldorado.

She began her medical career as a nurse’s aide at Crockett
County Care Center and became an LVN in 1987. She has worked
as staff nurse for Hospice of San Angelo for 11 years. Hospice pro-
vides pulse oximeters to be shared among their nurses, but Veronica

is thrilled to have her very own proyided by the four donors.
More time will be devoted to nursing and less to paperwork
with the new laptop computers‘HSA‘w_ill soon provide for-its nurs-
s. "The laptop will expedite reports," said Veronica.

Tijerina.

The Ozona native is the daughter of Desidoro and Olivia

Last mmute tax tips can save
money before December 31

by Linda Anderson

Santa Claus may be com-
ing to town, but shortly after-
ward, so is the tax man. Dr.
Joyce Cavanagh, Texas
Cooperative Extension family
economics specialist, said tax-
payers still have time to give
themselves a last-minute tax
break before the end of the year.

Here are some of her sug-
gestions:

- Zero out flexible spending
accounts for health care that are
based on the calendar year. "If

people have 4'fiéxible sbc*hdmg “‘(ﬁ]]dwed)'“and Jower tax'liabili<

account for health care, they'”
need to spend any money left in
that account or they are going to
lose it," Cavanagh said.

While it may be too late to
make appointments with the
doctor or dentist before the end
of the year, taxpayers can still
use those funds for such items as
new eyeglasses or contact lens-
es, prescription refills or other
regular medical expenses.

In some cases, Cavanagh
said, even over-the-counter
drugs can be purchased’ using
these funds; however, before
making these purchases, taxpay-
ers should visit the Internal
Revenue Service Web site
(http://www.irs.gov/) or their
employers' human resources
department to find out which of
these medications are eligible
and which are not.

- Check financial records to
determine which will be more
practical for tax year 2003, item-
izing deductions or taking the
standard deduction. “The stan-
dard deduction for a married
couple filing jointly this year
will be $9,500," Cavanagh said.

"That's a sizable increase;
over past years. The standard .
deduction for singles is -half
that," she added.
amount of your itemized deduc-
tions. If it's close to that $9,500
threshold, look at’ what
deductible expenses will put you
over that threshold."

Remember, miscellaneous
expenses are only deductible to
the extent they exceed 2 percent
of adjusted gross income, she
added. For example, if profes-
sional fees are due the first part
of the year, pay them early
before the end of the year
instead. Or consider pre-paying
property tax or increasing chari-
table contributions. That way
money that would ordinarily be
spent the first part of next year
can be spent the last part of this
year instead and help lower total
tax paid.

- Teachers may be able to
deduct up to $250 spent for
classroom supplies, Cavanagh
said, but "that's just for the 2003

- tax year. If you know you're
going to need things at the first
of the year, buy them before
Dec. 31. But don't spend just to
save money on taxes; spend
money you were going to spend
later anyway."

This Educator Expenses
Deduction is taken as an adjust-
ment to income, she said, "so it

'IRS

"Checl\ the,

is available whether or not you
itemize deductions." More
information can be found on the
Web site
(http://www.irs.gov/).

- Check with an accountant
or tax professional on the advis-
ability of making extra contri-
butions to retirement accounts
such as 401(k), 403(b) or
deferred compensation plans,
Cavanagh said.

"You could make additional
contributions before the end of
the year, up to the maximum

‘ty’for 2003. "If you're making
contributions to an IRA or a
Roth IRA, you have until April
15 to make contributions for the
2003 tax year, but the earlier
you make the contributions, the
better off you'll be, because
interest will have more time to
increase."

- Single people earning no
more than $25,000 and married
couples earning no more than
$50,000 each year are advised
to check into their eligibility for
the savings tax credit, Cavanagh
said. "It's a way for lower-
income individuals and families
to make contributions to a
retirement plan, such as a
401(k) and receive a tax credit,
up to a specific maximum
anmount. Some taxpayers, espe-
cially married ones filing joint-
ly, might want to consider
bundling their  deductible
expenses into one tax year to be
itemized and then using the
standard deduction the next
year” Cavanagh advised.

And small business owners
— especially those who are the
sole owner — might want to con-
sider deferring some expenses
until 2004, or establishing a
retirement account before the
end of the year. But, Cavanagh
advised, check with their
accountant and/or financial
advisor first.

How to help when

grief

comes home for the holidays

Holidays are traditionally
times to gather together with
family and friends. They can
also be an all too painful
reminder of someone who isn't
with you anymore. If someone
you love is experiencing grief
this holiday season, here's what
you can do to offer them com-
fort.

Recognize that everyone. .
grieves at their own pace. Some

progress rather quickly, some
move very slowly. No one ever
moves at the speed that others
think they should. Help them
take one day at a time.

Keep them company and be
there for them. You don’t need
to say anything profound or do
anything earthshaking. Often,
your greatest help is your quiet
presence and simplest deeds.

Make suggestions and ini-
tiate contact and activities. It is
important for you to respect
their privacy and give them
some time alone, but they also
may not have the energy to
structure their lives right after a
traumatic loss. They may have
to rely on others to think of
things that they don’t know to
ask for. :

Provide a safe environment
for them to show strong emo-
tions. It may be very painful,
but it can be of enormous help.

Help them remember good
things. Tell them your memo-
ries of their loved one as you
listen to them tell you theirs. If

they begin to show their emo-
tions outwardly, you have not
upset them, you have simply
enabled them to be a bit more
open in your presence.

Be there after the first wave
is over. Make the effort to call,
to come by, to help them out six
months and even a year down
the road. Crowds may be diffi-
cult for them. Shopping and
holidays will be overwhelming.
Offer your help. If they’re not
up to a visit they’ll let you
know, but let them know you
remember and are there for
them.

RRC points out
safety tips for
propane space
heaters

AUSTIN, Texas -- The
Texas Railroad Commission
encourages consumers to
observe the following safety
practices with their propane
space heaters as cold winter
weather looms in Texas.

"Gas-fired heaters are a
popular choice in Texas, both as
the main source of heat and for
those areas where the furnace
doesn't "quite reach," Railroad
Commission Chairman Victor
Carrillo said. "It's important to
choose a space heater that is
designed for indoor use.
Outdoor patio heaters do not
have proper venting for indoor
use and could lead to a buildup
of carbon monoxide inside the
house."

"Vented gas space heaters
should be inspected every year
to ensure the vent is free of
debris and the heater is in good
condition," said Commissioner
Charles R. Matthews. "If the
heater is not vented properly,
dangerous levels of carbon
monoxide (CO) can enter the
home."

"Consumers should be
aware that older space heaters
might not meet the newer safety
standards," said Commissioner
Michael L. Williams. "For

See Space heater safety
page 8

Bl

As of December 16, 2003

Gas
$6.59 per MMBtu.

Crude Oil

 $28.40/BBL
203 S. Hwy 277 - 387-3881

_destructive

Listen to them. They need
to tell their story over and over
in order to process their grief.
They may even say outrageous
things. Don’t judge them by
what they say or how they feel.
They have a lot to work
through, and in time, they will
come to the answers that are
right for them.

Be careful of clichés, reli-
gious platitudes, or easy
answers. You may not be able to
help them with certain issues
right now, so don’t be too quick
to share your opinions if they
say something you don’t agree
with. They need time to work
things out on their own.

Be sensitive to their needs,

be patient, have confidence and |

believe in them. They will get
better; they will experience
healing; but it will take some
time, and it can be rough going
for much of the way, especially
the holidays.

Be on the look-out for
behaviors.
Traumatic loss can lead some
people into depression, alcohol
or drug abuse. A friend or loved
one may need you to keep an
eye on them while things are

especnally tough.

Help them find humorous
diversion. Laughter is good
medicine.

Help them find ways to
bring good things out of the
bad. It is important that their
loved one be remembered and
memorialized.

Make new traditions. This
new phase in their lives
deserves some new traditions.
Let them hold onto the tradi-
tions, that still offer comfort, but
help create new traditions as
well.

Loved ones that are griev-
ing have to go through a valley
in order to get to the other side.
Dealing with
avoided. Help them get through

this time as well as they are -

able. Your true friendship and

companionship, your kindness '

and patience can help them.

d Technology

! Computer Service
| and Support

[} 222 E. Main #203
| 206-0168

\ 206-0713

Dr. Rico Forlano |

Forlano Chiropractic
Family Health Center

(325) 853-3331

Box 633
418 Hwy. 277 S.
Eldorado, Texas 76936

Sonora

Apartments

102 Sonora Drive * 387-5555
Magr. Julie Jones

Court

T-Saucer Ra.nch
T

Cleve T. and Lolabeth Jones

325-387-5577 ® Toll Free 1-
Website: tsaucer.com

P.0. Box 986 ¢ Sonora, Texas 76950

“A Family Reunion Favorite
Guest House and Lodge
Accommodations

Country' Retreat

877-901-5577

100% Drug

MMeco Air Drilling Services
Under New Management
¢/0 Ronny Smith

Bids Available

Screening

grief cannot be "

Call 387-2555

RECYCLING PAYS!

Receive
$1.00 Off Ink Cartridges
with return of
used cartridges

Sonora Office Supply
228 E. Main ¢ 387-2498

PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

THE GAS ENHANCEMENT COMPANY

YOUR HOMETOWN LEADER
FOR GAS WELL PRODUCTION CHEMICALS

1-800-805-9178

704 GLASSCOCK
SONORA, TEXAS

387-2585

sLackmoN .. HOLIDAY CLEANING

MOORING * <wizr

Over 50 Years of Quality Service

We Work
Late!

Appointments from
8am to 8pm Monday
through Saturday

€ Copynght Blackmon Mooring Steamnatic 2003

Carpet & Air Duct

Get your home ready for the holidays with
Blackmon Mooring carpet and air duct cleaning
service. Wishing you Happy Holidays from the
Blackmon Mooring family to yours! .,

P ————T| [ gy
AIR DUCT

| CARPET
cleaning cleaning
Up1 ) Vents

Rooms
To for only

ANY SIZE
Extra vents, coil and

for
mechanical unit cleaning

available at added charge

Our price includes all
accessible areas, not just
the traffic patterns.

1 Within The Next 7 D:‘ﬂys
SERVICE FROM SAN ANGELO OFFICE
NO TRIP CHARGE! FOR SONORA AREA

‘o3 BLACKMON 5

MOORING '
TOLL FREE - 24 HOURS \’

1.877.730.1948

Schedule appointments online at: www.blackmonmooring.com
Appointments must be scheduled within the next 7 days, service must
be performed within 25 days. Residential cleaning service only.

Code: NPO7 Stdte License # TACLBO15341E

duilec

* Appointment Must Be Sche



http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://www.blackmonmooring.com
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Best Western Sonora Inn

270 Hwy 277 North
Sonora, TX 76950
Exit 400 on I-10
(325) 387-9111
Fax (325) 387-9221
For Reservations Call 1-877-937-9111

Ppg,i
Western

f\\\\\\\\\\\\ ’-‘“ SN S

Live Oak 66

Home of the $19.95 0Oil Change
+ Tax & 5 quarts

Nato Hinojosa
1002 SW Crockett Ave.
&25% 87-2740 » (432) 556-7379

2P 2 9SNNS

A% % % | % QN

r

o
Ci‘rcle “S” Automotive

“We Keep America Running”

NOW OPEN SATURDAY 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

501 S. Crockett ® Sonora, Texas 76950
325-387-5167

~a
Happy Holidays From

The Landmark Apartments

103 Dollie A-4 (Office) » 325-387-2104
Mon. - Fri.: 10:00 - 5:30 ¢ (Wednesday 1:00 - 5:30)

All our apartment homes are equipped
with dishwasher, stove, refrigerator,
built in microwave oven, ceiling fans,
wall to wall carpet, walk in closets, storage
on balcony, and assigned parking.
Call Jana today.

Frontier
Dunes Mini Storages

Smails: $35.00
Large: $55.00

= =
‘\' 2N "‘;1
’)\ ’///m X

l///,/// ‘

Tao Grlll

will be Cloged
Wednesday, December 24th,
Thursday, December Z25th
and resume reqular business
hours Friday, December 27th.
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“Tis the season of grace and mercy and peace,
when our hearts grow warmer

and our blessings increase. h\ \\\\\W” '

Wishing you a Safe 2 7

and Happy Holiday Season! 4

232 Hwy. 277 N.  387-9127 /,? 3
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Don’t let foodborne ‘Bug’
spoil holiday festivities

COLLEGE STATION -
Unexpected guests can ruin hol-
iday festivities — especially
when those "guests" are pre-
ventable foodborne illnesses.
Good food safety practices,
from storage to cleanup, are the
best way to keep these ‘bugs' at
bay, said Dr. Peggy Van Laanen, .
Texas Cooperative Extensmn.
nutrition specialist.

cause foodborne illnesses, grow
best in moist, protein-based
food, such as meat, poultry,
seafood, eggs, dressing, gravy
and dairy products. These bac-
teria also thrive at temperatures
between 40° F and 140° F,
which is designated as the "dan-
ger zone," she said.

Unfortunately many
favorite holiday foods are
exactly the ones most likely to
contain foodborne illness-caus-
ing bacteria. That's why perish-
able foods should be kept in this
danger zone for no longer'than
two hours. To keep meals safer
during the holidays, or any
other time, Van Laanen said:

- Thaw frozen foods in the
refrigerator. Food thawed .in a
microwave should be cooked
immediately. Do not interrupt
the cooking process, and never
thaw food on the counter.

- Keep hands and prepara-
tion areas, such as counter tops
and stoves, clean when prepar-
ing food.

- Make sure foods are

MONUMENTS
& PRE-NEED
FUNERAL PLANS
CALL
JOHN WILSON
KERBOW
FUNERAL HOME

~ 387-2266

| PPEM/ERE CINEMA CORP |

L==] NOW ACCEPTING
- CREDIT CARDS

$6.00 Adult/$3.00 Ch|ldl$emor
$3.00 Bargain Matinees befare 6:00 p:m.i$3.00

$3.00 Bargain Wed. ( RESTRICTED)
SOUTHWEST 7

949-9984 3598 Knickerbocker Rd.

$3.00 Matinees before 6:00 p.m

[ Showtimes for FRIDAY-TUESDAY __|

+ THE LAST SAMURAI dts (R).. 12:15 3:30
+ THE LAST SAMURAI (R) :
+ STUCK ON YOU (PG-13).

+ THE MISSING (R)...

+ THE CAT IN THE H

+ ELF (dts)PG...

+ TIMELINE (PG-13).

—
—

Times good for the week of 12/15-12/23

[Show Times for FRIDAY-TUESDAY |

. THE LAST SAMURAI dts (R).. 6:45 9:50
- THE LAST SAMURAI (R) 7:00
. STUCK ON YOU (PG-13)........ 7:10
- THE MISSING (R)... . 6:30
. THE CAT IN THE H . 735
+ ELF (dts) PG. . 7:20
+ TIMELINE (PG-13).

- BAD SANTA (R)

SRelUiFel o RIR NTocies
+ No Passes or Discounts
WWW pccmovies.com

9:45
9:30
9:35
9:40
9:55

' boiling hot.
Harmful bacteria, whlch'

cooked to the proper internal
temperature. For whole chicken
and turkey, that's an internal
temperature of 180° F and 170°
'F. for poultry breasts; ground
poultry and stuffings, 165° F;
beef, veal or lamb, 170° F for
well done; ground beef or pork
dishes, 160° F; egg casseroles,
..160° F; and leftovers, 165° F or
Seafood should
become opaque. - Do not serve
egg dishes — such as eggnog —
made with undercooked or raw
eggs, which may contain the
harmful bacteria Salmonella.

- Don't transfer bacteria
from raw meats to cooked foods
or food that will be eaten fresh.

- If cooking large amounts
of food ahead, make sure it is
cooled quickly by dividing large
portions into smaller ones and
storing in shallow containers
(Iess than 3 inches deep) at tem-
peratures of 40° F or below.

- Serve hot foods at or
above 140° F, and cold foods at
below 40° F. Make sure foods
served on a buffet are at room
temperature for no more than
two hours.

- If serving buffet style, put
out small quantities of food and
replace often. If a serving dish
empties, replace it with a fresh
one. :

- Discard any foods that
have been at room temperature
for more than two hours; don't
keep them as leftovers. Use
refrigerated or frozen foods
within recommended storage
times.

If food items are received as
gifts:

- Make sure food, such as
meat or poultry, is still cold or
frozen and has been packed with
a cold source. The food item
should also be packed in a foam
container or heavy corrugated
cardboard box.

- Check the postage date.
Perishable food should be deliv-
ered quickly, ideally overnight.
The outer package of the food
should be clearly labeled "Keep
Refrigerated."

- Immediately open any
package marked "Keep
Refrigerated." Check the tem-
perature of the food items inside.
Perishable items should arrive
.partially frozen with visible ice
crystals and still be frozen in the
middle. Baked or canned hams
and other smoked, cured, or
fully cooked perishable items
should arrive cold.

- If the perishable food is
warm, do not consume or taste
it. Alert the company immedi-
ately if the food is warm.

Although mail-order shop-
ping is easy and convenient, Van
Laanen advised against sending
perishable foods through the
mail.

But, she added, some glft
food items are safer than others.
"Gift food items that do not need
refrigeration include canned
meats, dry sausages (pepperoni,
hard salamis), fruits, crackers or
other dried food items."

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

SONORA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT "
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2003

Data
Control
Codes

10 60
General

Fund

Major
Special
Revenue Fund

Capital
Projects

Total
Governmental
Funds

Other
Funds

REVENUES:

Total Local and Intermediate Sources
State Program Revenues

Federal Program Revenues

5700
| 5800
5900

8,151,872 § i (o
1,106,449

7,469 192,874

190,134 $

947,035 §
2 276,639
- 332,335

9,189,041
1,383,088
532,678

5020 Total Revenues

9,265,790 192,874

1,556,009 11,104,807

EXPENDITURES:
Current:
Instruction
Instructional Resources & Media Services
Curriculum & Instructional Staff Development
Instructional Leadership
School Leadership
Guidance, Counseling & Evaluation Services
Health Services
Student (Pupil) Transportation
Food Services
Cocurrricular/Extracurricular Activities
General Administration
Plant Maintenance and Operations
Data Processing Services
Debt Service:
Debt Service - Principal on Long-Term Debt
Debt Service - Interest on Long-Term Debt
Debt Service - Bond Issuance Cost and Fees
Capital Outlay:
Facilities Acquisition and Construction
Intergovernmental:
Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member Districts of SSA

0021
0023
0031
0033
0034
0035
0036
0041
0051
0053
0071
0072
0073
0081

0093

4,320,947 152,386

102,095 29,604 °
22,521 10,884
64,748 -

288,705 . -

259,417 -
47,579 ~

281,430 -
15,804 %

325,683

434,403

970,268

180,776

333,302

686,019

326,342
8,271
385
1,000
6,078
6,629
1,011

4,799,675
139,970
33,790
65,748
294,783
266,046
48,590
4,354 285,784
282,866 298,670
- 325,683

4,024 438,427
10,547 980,815
5,620 186,396

- 600,000
- 198,422
- 159

600,000
198,422
159

34,505 1,053,826

- 38,276 38,276

6030 Total Expenditures

7,647,678 192,874 -

686,019

1,528,489 10,055,060

1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under)

1,618,112

(595,885)

27,520 1,049,747

Expenditures
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES):
Capital-related Debt Issued (Regular Bonds)
Sale of Real and Personal Property
Non-Current Loan Proceeds
Transfers In
Premium or Discount on Issuance of Bonds
Other Resources
Transfers Out (Use)

10,447
139,838

320,093
(31,682)

7,500,000

z 7,500,000
= 10,447
= 139,838
31,682
4,089
320,093
(31,682)

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)

438,696

7,500,000

7,974,467

Net Change in Fund Balances
Fund Balance - September 1 (Beginning)
Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balance

2,056,808
4,021,137
(3,591)

6,904,115

9,024,214
- 4,021,137
- - (3,591)

Fund Balance - August 31 (Ending)

6,074,354 §

6,904,115 §

163,291  § 13,041,760

Joal Harper from Round Rock, TX with his deer killed on
Marvin F. Shurley’s Los Cuernos Ranch.

Hospital board from page 1

Butler advised the board
that the Dietary Manual had to
go to the Quality Assurance
Committee and would not be
presented at that time.

Giving the Accounts
Receivable report, Butler said
that with the increase in rev-
enue for November, and the
delay from Medicare in pay-
ment, the A/R had increased
from October.

Butler reported that the
expansion of the Clinic was
progressing. He advised that
they were working on the roof.
The exterior brick has been
completed. They are also work-
ing on-the wall between the new
part and the old part.

Butler said they could pos-

sibly be finished with the new
part by the end of the month.

The Auxiliary Bake Sale
that was held on Friday, at “The
More The Merrier”, was report-
ed.as being very successful.

- Butler advised that he
would be receiving a contract
for a portable building soon and
he advised that Material
Management would move into
the building until the new hospi-
tal was ready.

The board approved the
November expenditures and
recognized Keith and his staff
for a very good year.

With no further business,
the meeting was adjourned at
7:00 p.m.

Space heater safety from page 7

example, new vent-free gas
heaters are equipped with an
oxygen depletion sensor to shut
off the heater if the oxygen level
drops too low."

Safety tips for buying and
using propane space heaters:

e CHOOSE ‘A 'SPACE
HEATER THAT IS DESIGNED
FOR INDOOR USE. Outdoor
patio heaters do not have proper
venting for indoor use and could
leads=to- a buildup-of-carbon
monoxide inside the -houser

* NEVER LEAVE A
SPACE HEATER ON WHILE
SLEEPING. Gas space heaters
are prohibited in sleeping areas
unless they conform to specific
installation requirements.

* NEVER ATTEMPT TO
MODIFY OR REPAIR THE
GAS CONTROL VALVES OR
ANY OTHER COMPONENT
OF A GAS APPLIANCE. Call
your propane marketer if you
have difficulty lighting your
pilot.

* CHOOSE A NEW,
RATHER THAN USED SPACE
HEATER. Older space heaters
may not meet the newer safety
standards.

* KEEP DOORS OPEN TO
THE REST OF THE HOUSE

WHILE USING AN UNVENT-
ED FUEL-BURNING SPACE
HEATER. This helps prevent
pollutant build-up and promotes
proper combustion. Follow the
manufacturer's instructions to
provide sufficient combustion
air to prevent CO production.

e TURN: THE - SPACE
HEATER OFF IF YOU LEAVE
THE AREA.

* SMOKE AND CARBON
‘MONOXIDE DETECTION:!
:Have..a. smoke..detectar..with
fresh batteries on each level of
the house and a carbon monox-
ide detector outside of sleeping
area.

* HAVE SPACE HEATERS
INSPECTED ANNUALLY.

* KEEP CHILDREN AND
PETS AWAY FROM SPACE
HEATERS.

For more information on
how to stay warm and cozy this
winter, or to obtain a copy of the
Railroad Commission's propane
services directory, which lists
propane suppliers and refueling
stations statewide, go online to
www.texaspropane.org or call
the Railroad Commission's
Alternative Fuels Division at
(800) 64-CLEAR.

A little Christmas cheer (or jeers?)

What do elves learn in school? The Elf-abet!

How many reindeer does Santa Have??? /] - Dasher, Dancer;
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen Rudoph (the one
with the red nose), Olive (Olive the other reigndeer {all of})

and Al (Then Al the reigndeer loved him {all}) - Ho! Ho! Ho!

WHITSON TELEPHONE SERVICES

Sonora, TX
(325) 387-3313

YO OO O!

Business & Residential Telephone Systems
; Electrical Surge Protection
Wiring e Sales ® Service ® Moves

Mini-Dish (DSS) System Installation
Computer & Television Cable Installation

(325) 396-2609

(325) 396-2354
Kyle Donaldson Pager (325) 444-1350

Steve Whitson
P.O. Box 121
Menard, Texas 76859

DOOOOOOOOO0OC

New Program!

~ 0/0 Leasing Program o

The

BEST

Just eof

BEITER

@Eﬂo gnnounces industey
leading pay increace!

Company = 0/0 = Singles & Teams

i wimpurtha eopn'an 3

How Hiiring:

800-(FI-DRIVE - www cﬁdnve wm-

Company Drivers eatn

up to 45¢ per mile:

Company Teame eatn

up to 53¢ per mile

Owner Operatote eatn

up to 9% par mile .

800-CFI-DRIVE www.cfidrive.com



http://www.texaspropane.org
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ASSIFIED ADS

Place your Non -Commercial classified ad in The Devils River News, Hdorado Success, Ozona Stoc kman,
Big Lake Wildcat and kaan News for one low, low

. Employment
EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
NEEDED!

Must have current Class A CDL
and a good driving record.
Experience driving transports,
vacuum trucks, operating pump
trucks & winch truck. Monthly
performance & safety bonuses.
Health insurance, annual profit
sharing, driver’s days off sched-
ule. Please apply in person at
Niblett’s Oilfield Service, Inc.
Hwy. 277 South, Eldorado. No
phone calls please.

Real Estate
Lots suitable for building.
Zone restrictions.
Contact Main Street Realty at
325-387-6115.

For Sale by Owner: 117
Deerwood Dr., 4 bedroom, 2
bath, central heat and air, fire-
place, 2 car garage. Call 325-
387-5474.

House for Sale: 301 S. Water. 3
bedroom, 2 bath, hardwood
floors. Nice yard. Must see!
Call (325) 387-5801.

Help Wanted:  Part-time
evenings and weekends. Apply
at Mr. D’s from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday at 216 Hwy. 277 N.

Lariat Services, Inc. is seeking
an experienced Air Driller.
Wage ranges between $20.00 to
$24.00 an hour depending on
experience. Will pay $30.00 per
diem and mileage reimburse-
ment. Benefits include 401K
Plan and Dental Plan and com-
pany paid Medical Insurance.
Fax resume to 325-336-9339 or
contact the Fort Stockton Office
at 325-336-7821.

I-10 Exxon is looking for reli-
able candidates to join our team.
The following positions are
available: Full and Part-Time
cashiers. Retirees welcome.
Come by the corner of I-10 and
Hwy. 277 N. EOE.

WANNA HAVE SOME FUN.
I made $32,000 in 60 days in
my New Home Based Business,
and my company is paying for
my New Cadillac Escalade!
Expanding in local area and
need serious help NOW! 1-800-
809-2932.

Welder or Welders, with or
without truck, top pay, needed
immediately. Oil field related.
Monroe Welding 650-3126 or
387-5454.

Best Western Sonora Inn
Now taking applications for
several positions:
Maintenance: Must have reli-
able transportation and clean
driving record. Requires flexible
hours, weekends and must be
available from 7 a.m. till 4 p.m.
Housekeeping: Weekends and
flexible hours with reliable

transportation required.

Front Desk: P/T Floater.
Requires Evening, Nights and
Weekend flexibility.

Under New Management
Los Cerritos Restaurant is
now hiring full- time Cooks.
Hours Mon. - Sun. 6-10 p.m.

Apply in person
605 S. Crockett

Oilfield
Company now hiring
Equipment Operators. with
Class “A” CDL and good dri-
ving record. Call Snelling
Personnel at 800-296-7106.

Driver: Up to 38¢ CPM.
Company drivers: No
loading/unloading, no forced
NE/Canada, top of the line
equipment, fuel bonus program.
1 yr. OTR exp., 23 yrs. old,
Class A CDL w/HazMat req’d.
Guaranteed home policy,
2000/newer conventionals.
0O/O’s welcome.
1-800-848-0405

Help Wanted: General home
repair and remodeling experi-
ence needed for a multi-home
ranch 25 miles SE of Sonora.
Long-term project part-time.
Fax resumes to 281-495-9889.

Major Service

Pool Company, an industry
leader in oilfield services, is
accepting applications for the
following positions in Sonora,

Vacuum Truck Drivers
Transport Truck Drivers
Kill Truck Drivers

Applicants must have experi-
ence in their position applied
for and be DOT certified with
the proper license and endorse-
ments.

Pool Company offers an excel-
lent wage and benefits package
including medical and dental
insurance, paid vacation, and
other benefits.

Forward Resume or Apply in
person to:

Pool Company Texas Ltd.
Hwy. 277 South
Sonora, TX 76950
Attn: Nancy Fullen

Pool Company Texas
An Equal Opportunity
Employer (M/F/D/V)

Eldorado: 202 Live Oak, beau-
tiful corner lot, large brick
home, 4/2.5, utility, large master
suite, built-in entertainment
center in den, screened back
porch. Call 325-853-2204 or
830-613-8342.

ELDORADO. Make
Happiness Your Own. 298 CR
414. Burrow into the comforts
of this country home. Hill coun-
try rock design, beautifully
sited on 8 acres, quiet street, 3
bedrooms, farm-style kitchen,
cellar, trees, well. PRICE
REDUCED $100,000. Call
Julie McWilliams 325-944-
9559.

NMebile Homes
For Sale: Mobile Home
16 x 76, 3 BR, 2 BA, central air
& heat. Call 650-2089.

Rent or Lease

For Lease: The former
Stagecoach Grill & Cantina
Building. Call Linda at 387-
3351

For Sale or Lease: 3400 sq. ft.
Commercial building. 303 S.E.
Crockett. 800-219-8306 days or
325-396-2647 nights.

Moving to Sonora in early
January. Interested in rent
house or buying a country
home. Call (432) 943-3815.
Gulf Shrimp

Fresh Gulf Shrimp for Sale.
Special orders upon request.
Call Frank Wamble 325-387-
2672.

2 14 would like to take
* information. ’\
Hunting Lease

432-687-1565.
Blazer, equipped with steel high
wheel drive, needs work.

Pat:
.‘ Pet Care Service ‘
Shaylynn Kresta, age *
*care of your pets. Call
325-387-5649 for more
*References provided. *
Responsible Hunters looking
for long term hunting lease.
Autornobile
For Sale: 1976 Chevy K5
rack with bench seat, engine
and transmission are good, 4-
$1,500.00, located in Juno. Call
281-236-8633 or 281-236-2066.

Texas Pizza Wagon will be here
every Monday beginning
December 8th from 4:30 p.m. -
9:00 p.m. with fresh, hot, hand
tossed pizza baked to your
order. We are located at The
Video Store 809 N. Crockett
Ave. Order ahead 325-456-
8106.

Wanted: Responsible Party to
take on small monthly payments
on High Definition Big Screen
TV. 1-800-398-3970.

Found :

Found; red, male Chow on Del
Rio St., Glasscock area. Please
call 387-5256.

p_
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Classifieds

Phone:
387-2507
Fax:
387-5691
Email:
sales@sonoratx.net
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I]Eei:as Classified Ad Network

Public
NOTICE TO CONTRAC-
TORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS HIGHWAY
IMPROVEMENT CON-
TRACTS

Sealed proposals for highway
improvement contracts will be
received by the Texas
Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) until the date(s)
shown below, and then publicly
read.

CONSTRUCTION/

MAINTENANCE

CONTRACT(S)

Dist/Div: San Angelo

Contract  0907-00-062  for
THERMOPLASTIC  PAVE-
MENT MARKINGS in TOM
GREEN County, etc. will be
opened on January 09, 2004 at
1:00 p.m. at the State Office.

Plans and specifications are
available for inspection, along
with bidding proposals, and
applications for the TxDOT
Prequalified Contractor's list, at

the applicable State and/or °

Dist/Div Offices listed below.
Bidders must submit prequalifi-

cation information to TxDOT at

least 10 days prior to the bid
date to be eligible to bid on a

project. Prequalification mate- -

rials may
be requested from the State
Office listed below. Plans for
the above contract(s) are avail-
able from TxDOT's website at
www.dot.state.tx.us and from
reproduction companies at the
expense of the contractor.
NPO: 11739

State Office

. Constr.//Maint.. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
Phone: 512-416-2540

Dist/Div Office(s)

San Angelo District

District Engineer
4502 Knickerbocker Rd
San Angelo, Texas 76904

Phone: 325-944-1501

Minimum wage rates are set out
in bidding documents and the
rates will be part of the contract.
TxDOT ensures that bidders
will not be discriminated
against on the grounds of race,
color, sex, or national origin.

COUAL WOUZING
I

ice. Call today for details!

e Sonora

» Eldorado
* Ozona

* Big Lake
e [raan

387-2507

Subscribe
to the
Devil’s River News
387-2507
or email
sales@sonoratx.net

Sonora ISD will accept sealed
bids for the purchase of one
2004, 48 passenger school bus.
Sealed bids will be accepted at
the Admin. Office at 807 S.
Concho, Sonora, TX 76950
until Dec. 19, 2003 at 1:00 p.m.
at which time said bids will be
opened and presented to the
Board of Trustees at the next
meeting of the Board at the
above location. The District
reserves the right to reject any
or all bids.

CONVENIENCE STATION
. OPERATIONAL HOURS

At the November 18th,
2003,City Council meeting, the
governing board changed the
operational hours for the conve-
nience station located at the old
landfill site. Hours of operation

will be on an “On-Call” basis. |

Persons wanting to use the con-
venience station will need to
call City Hall at 387-2558,
Monday thru Friday, 8:00 a.m. -

5:00 p.m. For access to the site

on Saturdays, call 387-3888
from 9:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Rates remain the same at $.05
per Ib. with a $5.00 minimum
charge.

Real Estate

Bob Caruthers
Real Estate
BROKER

NEW LISTING g
Kimble County e Live Water.

3 Residential Lots » Hightower Addition
5500 acres Sutton Co. “The Best of the Best Ranch”

Full-time Broker. Let us list yoz.:_r‘ bfopeﬁy.

(325) 387-LAND

email: bobc @sonoratx.net’

“BUY YOUR OWN
TEXAS HUNTING RANCH”

100 ACRES - $44,900
200 ACRES - $87,900
300 ACRES - $129,900

Excellent Whitetail, Turkey, Dove and Quail.

PUBLIC NOTICE

 Notice is hereby given that the

Sutton County Hospital District
will receive bids for depository
of the District’s funds for the
period commencing February
1, 2004, and ending January

:31,2006. Any banking organi-

zation qualifying under the
laws of the State of Texas as a
depository of municipal funds,
may submit a written applica-
tion, sealed and marked on the
outside “Depository Bid”. Such
applications shall be received
in the office of the Hospital
District. Attention: Lewis
Allen, President of the Board,
P.O:box 455, 308 Hudspeth
Avenue, Sonora, Texas 76950,
no later than 3:30 p.m. on
January 7, 2004. Applications
will be opened and reviewed at
this time. the Board of
Directors will review and take
action on the bids on January
12, 2004, at 6:00 p.m. The
Directors reserve the right to
accept the bid that offers the
most favorable terms and con-
ditions for handling of the
Hospital District funds and
shall have the right to reject
any or all bids and to waive
informalities.

Subscription
to .

' The Devil's
River News
this Christmas
In County
$20.00
Out of County
$25.00
Senior Citizens

Scenic vistas with excellent wildlife habitat.

Financing E-Z Terms

325-387-7300

A

Main Street Realty
“Serving Your Real Estate Needs”
Ranch ¢ Residential « Commercial
Anita Balch Hudson, Broker / Owner

www.mainstrealty.net » mainstr @sonoratx.net
215 East Main » Sonora, Texas 76950 * 325-387-6115 ¢ Fax 325-387 -2402

Huge Price Reduction
-11.4 Acres with Home
e $1 '

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITIES AL O

i A e
Nestled among many live oak trees and ideally located
approximately 5 1/2 miles west of Sonora on 11.4 acres, you
will find this four bedroom, 2 1/2 bath frame home. It features a
large open floor plan, fireplace, triple French doors and tiled
flooring throughout. Other amenities include a 3-stall barn,
several storage buildings, a large covered patio
and covered parking for 6 vehicles.

(325)387-2728

&;‘ :
Bobbie A. Smith

=] Real Estate

New Hope Baptist Church. 2.07 ac tract with church bldg. containing
auditorium, 6 classrooms, restrooms, kitchen, office & nursery. Furniture
& equipment included. Established yard, parking lot, playground with
basketball court & baseball area. Property contains lovely 4 BR, 2 BA
Doublewide on large corner lot. May be sold separately.

7y

Scott
Jacoby

Call today for information on our
BLACK BUCK ANTELOPE HUNTS

Real Estate

For additional listings check our
website:www.scottjacobyrealestate.com

@B

e TOW  peaiene

P.O. Box 295
802 S. Concho b
&Sonoraj TX 76950

A £

387-9065 Office
387-2200 Fax

Email: sjacoby @sonoratx.net !l

N4

ADOPT-A-PET

Young Male
Black Mouth Cur Mix
Adult Black Lab

Adult Male
Mixed Breed

Sonora Animal Hospital
Sponsored by: 387-2481
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Best Christmas Decorated winners for week 2

Packing Services

Sonora Office Supply
228 E. Main ¢ 387-2498

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sonora Electric
Company
Electric Repair

Construction

Carl J. Cahill, Inc.

o
[ OILFIELD
CONTRACTOR
(325)387-2524
Sonora,TX

Farm & Ranch
Commercial/Residential
Arnold Hosford

325-387-3677

Knox Floor Covering
Carpet-Vinyl-Tile

SONORA

OFFICE SUPPLY

Office Supplies
Open M-F 8:30-5:00
Fax and Printer Cartridges

Paper ¢ Pens ¢ Laser Printer Labels
Rubber Stamps ¢ Photo Paper
Business Cards and more!

228 E. Main ° 387-2498

392-2180
201 Ave | Ozona, TX

Deep Well Rig

George Thorp

Windmills » Pumps e Drilling r

Rafter W Feed
201 Cedar
387-3042

Waterwell

Drilling & Service
GEO. "JENKY" THORP
325-387-5104
MOBILE: 325-206-0230
206-0233
510 W. Mulberry
Sonora, TX 76950

LONE STAR Z;
COLLISION X%
Automotive & Collision Repair

Free Estimates
Se habla espanol

Steve Lynn = jason Lynn
Gabriel Perales

325-387-3473

1-866-380-3473

BREWER REFRIGERATION
Lic. # TACLBOI12114C
Ice Machines

Sales - Service - Rentals
We sell & service

Deer Coolers & Freezers
325-835-2141

Mobile 450-2793

Your local Acco, Purina
an re Fed
F:eiuDzalir x
TEAM GRAPHICS
CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING
EMBROIDERY
T-Shirts = Caps
Marla Percifull
* 325/387-5017
Sonora, TX
Custom Gates
by Walsh Welding
Hand Gates, Bump Gates
and Automatic Security
ORI L
Call 325-387-2357
or
325-650-2166
Community
Rental & Supply
387-5577
Lolabeth Jones
Party and Event Rental

Tables, Chairs,
Tablecloths, etc...

CELLULARONE
Lynn Sahr

Manager
205A Hwy. 277 N.
Sonora, TX 76950

(325) 387-3086 Off.
387-2767 Fax

Electrical by Deb

Residential, Commercial,
Phone, Data, TV
one, Data S

Debbie Clark
SBCCI Journeyman & Master

325-659-3901

277-0041 Cellular

Sonora
Chemical & Supply, Inc.

301 W, IstSt.
(325) 387-6023
. 'FAX (325) 387-2237

,-i#¥877-533-5500 Toll Free

l( [ (g,’ Fluid Drilling Chemicals
“=Sales * Service Delivery
Marty Lipham 325-277-4397 « 278-1290
Clifton Lipham 325-277-3926 » 278-1292

Kacie Pruitt
Nail Tech at

The Cutting Edge
1001 St. Ann’s St.
Tuesday - Friday

Mon. & Sat. by Appt. only

387-2474

Acrylics, Manicures, Spa
Manicures and Pedicures.

387-2354 hm.
CC Lipham 325-277-5261 « 278-1294
387-3050 hm.
Curtis Lipham 325-277-3894 « 823-2110

Life « Home * Tenant
Dwelling « Farm & Ranch ¢
Auto * Liability « Health ¢
IRA ¢ Annuity

When it HAS to get there....
TODD’S HOT SHOT
SERVICE

Fully Insured & DOT Certified

1012 Tayloe * Sonora, TX
76950

Kendra M. Vyvlecka
325-387-6504

510 S. Crockett
PO Box 1035
Sonora, Tx 76950

325-387-3731
Todd Munn ¢ 325-206-1150
Pam Munn « 325-206-0051

Fast, Dependable, Reliable

MARY KAY"

For all your beauty needs
contact
Victoria Richardson

Cakes and Occassionals
1102 E. Glasscock Ave.
325-387-3310
Mon. - Sat..

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Specialty cakes for
Most Occasions,

Photo Cakes, Character Cakes.

Baked to order using only the
freshest and finest ingredients.

100 Edgemont
325-387-5280
victoria @sonoratx.net

[ auto&muck parts

Circle “S” Automotive

501 S. Crockett
Sonora, Texas 76950
325-387-5167

Los Cerritos

The Healthy Way
Complete Natural Health Store
2 W. Gillis « Eldorado, TX
325-853-2746
marcibh@americaonline
Special orders on food items.
refrigerated & frozen at
Wholesaie. iridoiogist avaiiabie
Mon. - Fri. 10:00 - 5:00

Restaurant

Hours Mon. - Sun.
6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Lounge Open
5:00 p.m. - Midnight

6§05 S. Crockett = 387-2838

Martin & Geneva McGee

111 Manor—Nancy Davis

First National Bank

The Answering Service

Christmas spirit shines on

by: Ann Kay, Friends of Historic Main Street Manager

The Streets of Sonora are alive with Christmas spirit. As the
judges drove around to see all the work that the community has
done during the last week, they were amazed at the creativity and
the magic of Christmas. We would like to take a moment to say a
"Big Thank You" for decorating your home and sharing the bless-
ings that God has given us. ‘

If you have not received the Spotlight “Best Decorated for
Christmas” Award, have your yard and home ready for Sunday’s
judging. Due to the wonderful response this week we had to use 2
older signs from last year, but all were winners.

The Friends of Historic Sonora Main Street Program will

Lillian M. Hudspeth Hospital

award the winners with a 2003 Windmill Christmas Ornament.

We would like to express our appreciation to all that decorat-
ed for Christmas.

We would like to also express our appreciation to KHOS Radio
& Devil’s River News for helping to sponsor the Spotlight for Best
Decorate Christmas Promotion.

The Judges will be back to town and judging on Sunday night
— So show your Christmas Spirit off !

pm.

n’s Catholic Church for a
December 21, from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Parish

Office will be open on Saturday 19, 2003 from

drawing that will be held

Angel Cafe
1005 Crockett
387-3748
Dairy Queen
134 Hwy. 277 N.
387-2118
Los Cerritos Resturant
605 S. Crockett
387-2838

~ La Mexicana
240 N. Hwy 277
387-3401
Pizza Hut
401 Hwy. 277 N.
387-3540
Sutton County
Steakhouse
1306 N. Service Rd
387-3833
Taco Grill
232 Hwy. 277 N.
387-9127

DIRT CONSTRUCTION, ROUSTABOUT
AND CONSERVATION WORK

W 1 &

Alfredo Hernandez
Construction Foreman

John Lopez Jr.
Superintendent

Elpidio Torres Jr.
Construction Foreman

Cruz Sanchez
Roustabout Foreman

oo R 325-387-3881 ¢ Fax: 325-387-2165
2 R 203 S. Hwy 277 ¢ Sonora, TX 76950
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Santa Letters

As the Devil’s River News,
Devil’s River Internet,
Cheetah Wireless
and Sonora Office Supply
families grow,
so does our continued

appreciation for our patrons.
‘May your Christmas and New Year
be as full of treasures and joy
as these gifts bring us!
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L e

one? Thank sou
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f ; sn ' 5
Deon.San qa,

T want a car slide
with. .cars +a it

¥

May you share the joys of Christmas time
. .with those you hold most dear,
May they warm your heart with happiness
‘that lasts throughout the year!
~ Seasons Greetings!

IREER

Swabbing & Roustabout
Service, Inc.

‘Hwy. 277 S » 387-5938

May the beauty of God’s Spirit
- be with you this Christmas, and

His Blessings abound throughout

the New Year!

55 (%)
e R

Frontier/Dun
Call Jana @ 387-2104

for all your storage needs

nées Mini Storages

May the love and light of Christmas
be with you in this ‘J*[qc\)‘/[:\/ Season and

tﬁrougﬁout'tﬁgz New Year!

Lisa’s Flowers & Gifts
102 E. Chestnut
387-6105




Page 3

w»  Thursday, December 18, 2003 The Devil’s River News

.,

s

D(’(‘_(' C){‘A(\J'(‘

7

Dﬂnr s g)m"f:7 Omr Scm}(l’

(il
T want I e

DenrSanta,

Hi, tohat are vou

Helk

Hi Houoace you

Cur to ride in. i eta

with a 59;/ Y

~ _Erica Bymc

2 Pgta e

4
DPM .qanlo Dear Saanka

T _want the Halk

T want a remdle

Coabrol druckand a big bruck.

1 bk dulf
97 g

_Omf Qm‘o ‘

Hi T want the Howdy, Zunnt 4o

%o 2 ; P
J_ny_mia-l'-eﬂt

D e Santas 2
MQ\(IE(QQ €. nav
Vo~ 6 1+uh Card s,
Ll hle

_Batmorh |
ﬁh ¢ Crhagdids -

T)om;dn«i‘ sk,

[ hjn. wil [ <&‘ﬂl'_‘.5qh+'»a3~ IR /3 W Daok th‘h,

tv N CURE, .
| TECTUE RO R

y IpVerse mue
B e WhjT TUREE, -

Moy ] please baveal ap
HayjuewdayeonOne,

-Sopt

W)X plwselavg g -
2

Sp i derm a3 Jo. F'sporsg

aSET2

Ww‘d‘t\gf’"ﬁ oA

? - Ne-y2 Yy
e

:rD'QQrCOA-}a ) A v

.50 Goagles;_'
IDER+4Nan, ¥ .
RS Sy eelnid |

May the blessings of peace bring joy to STATE ranm
your heart this Christmas; and may the
spirit of freedom reign throughout

the New Year!

SAMDILLARD

Agent

INSUIAN(%

your way is
some good
Christmas
cheer, closely
followed by a
Happy New
Year!

This wish is being sent your way
for peace and love on Christmas Day,
for good times, laughter,
sweetness, light and joy
to keep your spirits bright!
Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!

Dr. Charles R, Pajestka & Staff
301A Hudspeth Ave.
: 38756557 :

Sonora Chemical & Supply
301 NW 1st St. « (325) 387-6023

200E Mam
Off: (325) 387-3893 « Toll Free: 1-800-749-7146
“Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there"®
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W/ 4 Bl Doyle Morgan Insurance

3 : Sonora, Texas 76950
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Dr. Greg '.'Johnson and his staff wish you b B e L igiata i .
+""“a'safe holiday with Peace of Mind, nN ‘ . Bringing warm and heartfelt wiches
. Health of Body and Joy of Spirit! - g oo May the love for some good ol’ fashioned cheer!
"*“"""Please Don’t Drink and Drive! ’ O N 3853 | a-,ndosfp tl'e'leld(”' Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

'‘Christmas
Season be

{
" “Elizabeth Zapata, Dr. Johnson,

) ﬁ |
Diane Clarkson & Olinda Jimenez

Dr. Gregory Johnson, M.D. P.A. 203 S. Hwy 277 712 S‘ Concho Ave.
301 Hudspeth Ave. ® 387-7911 387-3881 387-2830




@ Thursday, December 18; 2003 » The Devil's River News

— r § o’ ;
[ Dear  Sante, IQY';)C\QHQ) Dear Santa,
Fusotacomn s || gL
IWany o Bike. |- :
il e T
I w ot @ Scoatey L
T wa.nt . Su meringﬂ

tda

peqr SaNtqClyas |
How are You and Mf;iclgq%‘
] ave ‘ .
good. T wdnL for
Chri$t mas i a-
Oy1 and .
_QGredt holiday |
y L love Yo
X g Leslie Levari

[ pear Satta,
Il OVQJ.M I/Sa\/

£
a

he C;\d,m;?q ?73?;.@ d
been Very c\ondcknjGI

Se ha§m¥ JSisTerT
Wont & hew Scooren

Howareys uond mps c\ assf

: (.l,ofh ‘ % oy .‘.‘
1900) kving (00 [ihgw
: z\ac(,l\m) ANy a p’b(;g'qf j
Y-y iy Cides [o inisesy,,
| Ta g B 8 B

o |

o ey bome. STy enct fhe tghts of May peace be your gift at May your holidays be all glow
friendship glow: and pmce aguin it's thme Christmas and your treasure : vy : J ag Y
with good friends and good fun!

to greet the friends it’s nice to know.
With Best Wishes for a 3 &
Happy Holiday Season! PN’ e ' ; S easoil Gr eetl.ng S7

caverpsofsonora | Jet SUPPIY || Rafter W Feed

Sonora, Texas 76950 Hwy. 277 S. ;
(325) 387-3105 or visit our website Sonora Industrial Park 201 Cedar St.

www.cavernsofsonora.com 387-6113 - i 387-3042
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the New Year! and Enduring Friendships

May the warmth of friendship
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All I Want For Christmas...

Everybody stops
and stares at me
These two teeth are
gone as you can see
.Idon’t know just who
to blame for this catastrophe!
But my one wish on Christmas Eve
is as plain as it can be!

All T want for Christmas
is my two front teeth,
my two front teeth,
see my two front teeth!

Gee, if I could only
have my two front teeth,
then I could be with you
“Merry Christmas.”
It seems so long since [ could say,
“Sister Susie sitting on a thistle!”

Gosh oh gee, how happy I'd be,
if I could only whistle (thhhh)

All T want for Christmas
is my two front teeth,
my two front teeth,
see my two front teeth.
Gee, if I could only
have my two front teeth,
then I could wish you
“Merry Christmas.”

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer

You know Dasher and Dancer and Prancer and Vixen,

Comet and Cupid and Donder and Blitzen.,
But do you recall
The most famous reindeer of all?

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Had a very shiny nose,
And if you ever saw it,

You could even say it glows.
All of the other reindeer
Used to laugh and call him names;
They never let poor Rudolph
Join in any reindeer games.
Then one foggy Christmas Eve,
Santa came to say:
Rudolph with your nose so bright,
Won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?”
Then how the reindeer loved him
As they shouted out with glee,
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,
You’ll go down in history.”

Jingle Bells

Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh
Through the fields we go
Laughing all the way.
Bells on bob-tail ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride and sing
A sleighing song tonight.

cho: Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh, O
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

A day or two ago
[ thought I"d take a ride
And soon Miss Fanny Bright
Was seated by my side;
The horse was lean and lank
Misfortune seemed his lot,
We ran into a drifted bank
And there we got upsot.

A day or two ago
The story I must tell
[ went out on the snow
And on my back I fell;
A gent was riding by
In a one-horse open sleigh
He laughed at me as
[ there sprawling laid
But quickly drove away.

Now the ground is white,
Go it while you’re young,
Take the girls along
And sing this sleighing song.
Just bet a bob-tailed bay,
Two-forty as his speed,
Hitch him to an open sleigh
and crack! You’ll take the lead.

Thursday, December 18, 2003 ¢ The Devil’s River News

Santa Claus Is Coming to Town

You better watch out
You better not cry
Better not pout
I’m telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town

He’s making a list
And checking it twice;
Gonna find out Who’s naughty and nice
Santa Claus is coming to town

He sees you when you’re sleeping
He knows when you’re awake
He knows if you’ve been bad or good
So be good for goodness sake!

O! You better watch out!

You better not cry
Better not pout
I’m telling you why
Santa Claus is coming to town

He sees you when you’re sleeping
He knows when you’re awake
He knows if you’ve been bad or good
So be good for goodness sake!
O! You better watch out!
You better not cry
Better not pout
I’'m telling you why

Santa Claus is coming to town
Santa Claus is coming to town!

Silent Night

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.

Silent night, holy night!

Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Wishing you a season of Happiness,
Good Health and Good Friends
by your side.

Happy Holidays!
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102 N..Main ¢ 387-3861
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May the holidays bring a smile
to your face and good friends to
your side. Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Sonora Office Supply

228 E. Main St.
387-2498

Wishing Peace and Good Will
to You and Yours!
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The Gas Enhancement Company

James Archer
387-2585




