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City Council
Has Brief
Monthly
Meeting

by Storie Sharp

The June 17th meeting of the
Sonora City Council didn’t meet for
long in regular session before
adjourning to executive session.

Virgil Polocek and James
Blackman were the only council
members present, with Gloria
Lopez and Vivian Miears unable to
attend. Mayor James Stephen called
the meeting to order and asked
Reverend Lewis Allen to lead the
opening prayer.

Minutes from the regular
meeting on May 20th, the special
meeting on May 27th and the
Sutton County Appraisal District
monthly tax collection report were
all approved.

Planning and zoning case

See City Council page 7

Minor League All-Stars Winning
Blg In Summer Tournaments

Hale Elected President/CEO
of First Nationa ank

The Directors of First National
Ban of Sonora announced the elec-
tion of Michael V. Hale as Presidént
and CEO of the bank. He previous-
ly served as Senior Vice President
of the bank.

Mr. Hale, a West Texas native,
has 27 years of community banking
experience. He joined First National
Bank of Sonora in 1976. Mr. Hale is
a 1973 graduate of Angelo State
University and Southern Methodist
University/Southwest  Graduate
School of Banking in 1982. He is
active in the Sonora Chamber of
Commerce, Downtown Lions Club,
First United Methodist Church and
President of the Sonora Industrial
Development Corporation.

First National Bank of Sonora,
chartered in 1900 is a community
bank with offices in Sonora and San
Angelo, Texas. First National Bank
of Sonora has 44 employees, 3 full-

Mlchael V. Hale

service offices with total assets of
$116 million. The bank focuses on
providing deposit, loan and invest-
ment services to individuals, fami-
lies and businesses throughout
Sonora and the Concho Valley.

The Sonora City League Minor League All-Stars are on a winning
streak. A championskip win at the Eldorado Tournament last weekend
secured an undefeated season for the team, who also won the Big Lake
Tournament the first weekend in June. The All-Stars are coached by
Marty Parks, Keith Hudson and J.J. Jimenez. The 2003 All-Star team
consists of: 1. Davis Virgen, 2. Gunter Pennington, 3. Blake Esparza, 4.
Word Hudson, 5. Clayton Parks, 6. John Lopez, 7. Darien Lopez, 8.
Nolan Kinder, 9. Aaron Hinsley, 10. Jared Hinsley, 11. Cadesman Pope,
12. Garrett Smith, 13. Nathan Villa, and 14. Jesse Vaquera.

~ The boys next game is against Ozona on Wednesday, June 18th.

June Is Prostate Cancer Awareness

Month

June has been dubbed
“Prostate ~ Cancer =~ Awareness
s Month” by the American Cancer
! Society.
& What Is Prostate Cancer? The
. prostate, found only in men, is a
i walnut-sized gland located in front
{ of the rectum, at the outlet of the
. bladder (underneath the bladder). It
contains gland cells that produce
? some of the seminal fluid, which
protects and nourishes sperm cells
in semen. Just behind the prostate
gland are the seminal vesicles that
produce’ most of the fluid for
“semen. The prostate surrounds the
» first part of the urethra, the tube that
carries urine and semen through the

penis.

Male hormones stimulate the
prostate gland to develop in the
fetus. The prostate continues to
grow as a man reaches adulthood
and is maintained after it reaches
normal size as long as.male hor-
mones are produced. If male hor-
mones are removed, the prostate
gland will not fully develop or will
shrink.

In 2003, an estimated 220,900
new cases of prostate cancer will be
diagnosed in the United States. An
estimated 28,900 men will die from
prostate cancer, the second leading

. cause of cancer death in men, this

year.
Most prostate cancers grow

See Prostate Cancer page 6

Chamber of
Commerce Plans
Move To New
Location

The new location and Sutton
County Days are the hot topics for
the Sonora Chamber of Commerce
this month. The monthly meeting of
the Board of Directors was held at
the Sutton County Steakhouse on
June 12, with Lisa Seaton presiding
in the absence of Board President,
Keith Butler.

Ruthie Bounds, Chamber
Manager, reported for the member-
ship committee, that B&H Catering
joined as a new member.

Ann Kay, manager of the
Friends of Historic Sonora/Main
Street program reported that a ben-
efit lunch was being held for Vivian
Miears at the Sutton County Civic
Center on June 25th from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. All proceeds will
go to help with medical costs for
Vivian.

Industrial Development Board
manager Justin McGeath reported
that they had recently funded two
expansion projects for local busi-
nesses and were working with three
prospects that look promising.
Justin then informed the Board that
this would be his last Chamber
meeting because he had resigned
from his position and was taking the
Chamber Executive position in
Carlsbad, New Mexico. The board
congratulated Justin on the new job,
but assured him that he would be
missed in Sonora.

A Sutton County Days
Committee meeting was set for
Wednesday, June 18th at the
Chamber of Commerce office.
Bounds reported that First National
Bank had agreed to coordinate the
parade again this year. Victoria
Richardson has updated the banners
that will be hung over the road,
announcing Sutton County Days.
The tents have been ordered that

See Chamber page 7

U. M. Army Marches Into

by Storie Sharp

An army of “soldiers” marched
into Sonora on Sunday, June 8th,
bearing  hammers, nails, paint
brushes and other tools of carpentry.
The United Methodist Action
Reach-Out Mission by Youth
brought 62 people, the majority of
which are high school age, to
Sonora to provide Christ centered,
quailty home repairs for those
unable to help themselves. The
youth groups came from High Park
United Methodist Church in Austin,
Wimberly, Port Lavaca, Columbus
and Dripping Springs.

U.M. ARMY® began in 1979
when 36 youth and adults from
Houston area churches decided that
rather than go to Appalachia for a
mission project, they would save the
travel money and spend it working
on needs near home. The next year
they were joined by others and the
program was incorporated U.M.
ARMY®. It is a non-profit organi-

zation separate from the church and

run by its own Board of Directors.
People of all denominations and
beliefs participate in and are served
by UM. ARMY®.

Each work camp involves
about 100-140 volunteers (two
adults per five youth) who each pay
$150 to attend.

Although the Department of
Human Services provides most
work referrals, they often receive
work referrals from United Way,
Senior Citizens, Visiting Nurses,
Meals on Wheels and various com-
munity service organizations.

Participants sleep in a local
host church, help prepare their own
meals, and clean the facility daily.
Each day, teams of five youth and
one adult work in the community
from 8 AM - 5 PM, shower at a
nearby school, have an evening pro-
gram, and then reflect on the day's
work and what it meant. Emphasis
is placed on visiting with those

being helped, who often feel lonely
and neglected.

- Sonora’s camp was one of the
smaller missions held this year, said
Jerry Monahans, Camp Director.
The group assisted in many repairs
around town, including repairing a
roof, painting a room on Glasscock,
building a set of stairs on Ben
Juarez, installing steps with a
handrail, building a wheelchair
ramp and much more.

Monahans has been involved
with UM. ARMY® for over eight
years, and he is only 21. He said
that U.M. has been a positive influ-
ence in his life and he remains pas-
sionate because he enjoys seeing

ly.

While in Sonora the group vis-
ited the Caverns of Sonora and were
treated to a hamburger dinner at the
Senior Center. They also made
many new friends who will not
soon forget their kindness and gen-
erosity.

the other particpants grow spiritual-

Sonora Steer Wrestlers Tie For Second At State,
Headed For Nationals

Sonora was represented well at
the Texas High School State Finals
held last week in Abilene, Texas.

Koda Armke had two good
runs in the goat tying, but it just
wasn’t enough to make it to the
short-go.

Steven Duhon had a 10.78 on
his first steer in the Steer Wrestling
competition. On his second steer he
placed 3rd with a 4.5. In the short-
go he threw his steer in 4.7 to place
2nd, this put him 3rd in the average.

Laramie Hall placed 1st in the
Ist go, with a 4.05. He was 6th in
the 2nd go with a 4.90 but had bad
luck in the short-go and missed his
steer. Laramie ended the finals 6th
in the average.

Laramie and Steven tied for
2nd in the State in the Steer
Wrestling, with 39" points. This
earns them both a trip to the
National High School Finals in
Farmington, NM from July 21st -
27th. Featuring over 1,500 contest-
ants from 39 states, five Canadian
Provinces and Australia, the
National High School Finals is the
world’s largest rodeo. In addition to
competing for over $125,000 in
prizes, NHSFR contestants will also
be vying for more than $150,000 in
college scholarships and the chance
to be named the National High
School Rodeo Champion. To earn
this title, contestants must finish in
the top twenty after two go-round of
competition before advancing on to
Sunday’s final championship per-
formance. This year, the Sunday
championship performance will be
televised nationally on 20X Rodeo
High, a part of the Outdoor
Channel’s weekly “Rodeo Round-
Up” series. It is scheduled to air
September 22nd at 11:00 a.m
Eastern, September 24th at 8:00
p-m. Eastern, September 27th and
September 29th at 11:00 a.m.

Laramie Hall also brought
home several other honors from the

Laramie Hall, above, had the fastest time in the Steer Wrestling at the
Texas State High School Rodeo Finals. Steven Duhon, below, stayed
strong at State and tied for 2nd with Hall. Photos by David Jennings
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2003 Texas High School State
Finals. He placed 4th in the State in
ad sales for the program, he
received: -a -plaque for the  fastest
time all week in the Steer

Wrestling, and he also was named
the Reserve All-Around Cowboy
for State. Congratulations to all of
these competitors and good lugk at.
Nationals Laramie and Steven.

Health Foundation Makes Plans For Fund Raisers

The Sutton County Health
Foundation met on June 10, 2003.
President Jim Stephen called the
meeting to order with the following
in attendance: Susan Bloodworth,
Alvis Johnson, Sharon Holman,
Pascal Allison, Lola Beth Jones,
Randee Fawcett and Ben Pool.

Minutes from the May meet-
ing were approved as printed.

Sharon Holman reported that
the current bank balance at' First

National Bank is $6,109.08. Income
from memorials for the month was
$475.00, Expense for the month
was $291.96 for presentation
boards. Raymond James stockbro-
ker account has a balance of
$9,495.00 from the sale of the stock
donated by a board member.

Plans for a party to introduce
the foundation to the community
were discussed.

Sharon Holman discussed.the

possibility of a booth at Sutton
County Days. The general consen-
sus of those in attendance was to
not have a booth at Sutton County
Days, but to concentrate on stand
alone activities such as'a golf tour-
nament for community awareness
and fundraising. Having no further
business, the meeting = was

adjourned.

An Exceptional Year At Girl’s Hunter Safety Camp

by Rodney Knight

The Girl’s Hunter Safety
Camp, sponsored by the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and
the McPherson 4M Ranch, was held
June 9 - 12, 2003. Sixteen girls
attended the camp: Jetton Fontenot,
Taylor Little, Nicole Looka, Kenna
McCrea, Brittaney Chandler and
Jessica Saenz from San Angelo;
Steely Ingham and Kalya Webb
from Sonora; Ashley Lozano, Alicia
Corrales and Macy Chatham from
Eldorado; Kristen Kothmann and
Alicia Robbins from Junction;
Maeghan Eckert and Dein Saur
from Comfort and Paige Carter
from Boerne.

In the past I have bragged on
how good certain groups of girls
have been. These sixteen girls were
unbelievably good. They were very
enthusiastic about everything,
except having to watch another sur-
vival movie. They were as sweet as
they could be, and by Friday morn-
ing, after I 'got home, I missed them
already.

Each year the instructors pick
a girl as the “Outstanding Camper
of the Camp” and is presented with
a pocketknife. This year the instruc-
tors each gave me a name and there
were eight different names. So, I put
the names in a hat and drew one out.

I should have had 16 knives for this:

bunch of great girls. The pock-
etknife for “Outstanding Camper”
was awarded to Alicia Robbins of
Junction.

The girls learned gun safety
and handling while shooting rifles,
shotguns and pistols. They were
instructed by Game Wardens J.D.
Gould, Marco Alvizo, Don Jackson
and Michael Jamarillo; Supervisors
were Mack Caudle and Scott Davis
and retired Game Warden Rodney
Knight.

Brent Gesch, Sonora City
Manager, presented a program on
the history of handguns and their
safe handling. Then the girls were
allowed to try their skill at braking
balloons with a .45 automatic.

Retired Game Warden Gary
Dick and local rancher, Marvin
Shurley, taught the girls the proper

techniques and safety of archery.
Gary shoots for Mathews Bows and
is one of the top archers in Texas.

Jim Stephen, Mayor of Sonora,
and Preston Love presented a pro-
gram on the history and proper han-
dling of Muzzleloaders. They let the
girls actually fire different rifles;
this really impressed the girls.

Mary Humphrey, TPWD,
Game Biologist, instructed the girls
in wildlife identification, game
management and hunting ethics.

I want to thank the McPherson
brothers, Sandy and Doug, for fur-
nishing one of the most beautiful
ranches in Texas. When the parents
bring their kids to the camp, they
can’t believe the beauty found at
this ranch. Maria, the “*General” did
a super job. She and I are getting
this cooking thing down to an art.

Jennifer Carr stayed with the
girls the first night, and helped me
teach the first aid section. Jennifer
is a Physician’s Assistant .in
Junction! The rest of the time, local
rancher,  Maggie Davis, not only
stayed with the girls, but also took
the course right along with them.
We dubbed Maggie the “Drill
Sergeant”, but according to the
girls, nobody can make a snack out
of cold biscuits and jelly like

Maggie can. A special thanks to

both of these ladies.

One other thing about Maggie
Davis, seems she was having a lit-
tle trouble hitting the skeet with the
shotgun. Finally, she got one and I
made one of my usual brilliant
remarks about her shooting. I never
knew a woman that little could hit
so hard!

I would like to thank my fel-
low Game Wardens, Instructors,
Laborde Diagnostics of Lafayette,
LA. Rafter W Feed. The U.S.
Border Patrol of San Angelo. the
Sutton County Sheriff’s Office,
Dean Dermody and Pete Flores,
TPWD Regional Commander, who
came down and spent the day with
us. | helped train him eighteen
years ago, and now he’s a
“Commander”.

All sixteen girls and Maggie
received their ‘Hunter Safety
Certification. There were six 100’s
made on the written test.

While we were waiting for the
parents to-come on Thursday, some
of the girls told Scott Davis and
myself to come to the dining hall;
they were going to put on-a play.
We both laughed until we had. tears
in our eyes and that’s when I real-
ized “the best medicine in the world
is sixteen good girls”!

e e

2003 Girls Hunter Safety Camp at the McPherson 4M Ranch
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PRIMERA IGLESIA.
BAUTISTA
Antonio F. Gonzales, Sr.
504 Santa Clara
387-2035

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Jerry Jackson
304 N. Water
387-3190

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
T. Wayne Price
Pastor
111 E Oak
387-2951

ST. JOHN'S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
404 E. Poplar
387-2955

FIRST UNITED
MET IST CHURCH

Rev. Conrad Archer, Pastor
201 N. Water
387-2466

TEMPLO JERUSALEM
ASAMBLEA DE DIOS
Rev. Santos Beserra, Jr.
306 W. 4th St.

387-5713

HOPE LUTHERAN
HURCH

Rev. Charles Huffman
417 E. 2nd St.

P Sonora Church

Directory

Lewis Allen, Pastor
319 E. Mulberry
387-2616

LIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITY

Don Longoria, Pastor
1705 N. Crockett

PENT TAL
TEMPLE UNITED
Randy Greenwood
Pastor
509 Amistad
387-5266

ST. ANN'S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Father William DuBuisson,
O.M.L.

229 W. Plum
387-2278

JEHOVAH'S WITNESS
310 St. Ann’s Street

387-5658 or 387-5518

NEW HOPE
BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Mike Dixon
1306 Savell St.
387-5215

Willie Zuniga

Our brother, uncle and friend
Willie Zuniga went to be with the
Lord on Sunday, June 15, 2003.
His best friend and love Cindy
Clanton joins him in his journey.

Willie was born on May 14,
1952 in Borger, Texas. He gradu-
ated from Bronte High School in
1970 and went on to complete his
Backelors and Masters Degrees in
Education at Angelo State
University. He then committed his
life to educating children.
Beginning his career as a coach,
Willie soon focused his energy on
teaching the children of San
Angelo art. He believed “that art
can really save a lot of kids who
would drop out of school other-
wise,” and that each student had
some form of creative ability.

Willie was intrigued with the
role the San Angelo Museum of
Fine Arts plays in public art edu-
cation and its affiliation with the
San Angelo ISD. In 1994, he vol-
unteered his time and talents to
the remodeling efforts of the
space at the Cactus Hotel, which
became home to the Children’s
Art Museum. He was involved in
SAMFA’'S ARTIZ and Envision
programs, which were designed
for gifted junior high and senior
high school students. He worked
for San Angelo ISD for twenty
years and leaves behind many
special friendships.

He gave himself in many
ways. He served on the Boards of
Concho Resource Center, which
helps the handicapped, and the
San Angelo Cultural Affairs
Council. He was a sports enthusi-
ast and an avid Harley Davidson
biker. Willie built his first motor-

cycle himself in his apartment
while in college. He spent his
summers touring the United
States on his bike and made many
lasting friendships.

Services for Willie Zuniga
and Cindy Clanton will be
Thursday, June 19, 2003 at 10:00

-a.m. at Sacred Heart Cathedral. A

rosary will be held on
Wednesday, June 18, 2003 at 7:00
p.m. at Johnson’s Funeral Home.
His father and mother, William
and Marcella Zuniga, preceded
Willie in death. Pallbearers will
be Randy Barbee, Hector Cantu,
Sebastin Guerrero, Monte Floyd,
Corky Smith and Ed Wagner.

Survivors include three
brothers, Leroy Zuniga and wife
Amy of Grape Creek, Bobby and
wife Tina of Sonora, Alfred Garza
and wife Janie of Lubbock. His
sister; Mary Jane Foelker and
husband George A. Foelker of
San "Angelo also survive him.
Willie leaves behind six nephews,
Justin Zuniga of Sonora, Colten
and Cody Zuniga of Grape Creek,
Leroy Zuniga, Jr. of Princeton,
Alfred Garza, Jr. and Michael
Martinez of San Angelo; four
nieces. Stephanie Martinez of San
Angelo. Maci Zuniga of Sonora,
Ashlee Wilson of Paradise and
Brenda Garza; and by two great-
nieces Erin Martinez of San
Angelo and Cheyenne Zuniga of
Princeton. Willie also leaves
behind many aunts and uncles
who loved him very much and a
wonderful group of friends from
the Lone Wolf Pub and his “biker
buddies.”

Goodbye brother, uncle and
friend, we will miss you very

. ovimares IR

George Hoffman

George Hoffman, 27 year resident
of Sonora, passed away at 1:15
a.m., June 4, 2003. George had
been fighting cancer for the past 2
years. George will be remembered
as a dedicated Christian, son, hus-
band, father, grandfather, brother,
friend, hunter, fisherman, and
author.

George was born May 14,
1935 in Center, Missouri to
George L., Sr. and Bessie
Hoffman. George is preceded in
death by his father George Sr. He
is survived by his wife of 49
years, Mary Margaret Webb
Hoffman who resides in Sonora;

two daughters, Deborah Dennis of

Mansfield, Texas, and Cynthia
Caldwell also of Sonora. He
leaves behind his only grand-
daughter, Georgina Marie Maritz,
who was the apple of her grandfa-
ther’s eye and his favorite bass
fishing buddy.

George is also survived by
his mother Bessie Hoffman of
Center, Missouri; one sister, Susie
Couch of Center, Missouri; broth-
er David Hoffman of Hiawatha,
Kansas; mother-in-law Gertrude
Webb who made her home with
George and Mary for the past 30
years; 2 son-in-laws Samuel
Caldwell and Charles Dennis;

plus many nieces and nephews.

George had a multitude of
friends, especially his hunting and
fishing buddies who were devoted
to calling and checking on him
during his illness. They will never
know the contribution they made
in helping him get through the
long and difficult days of illness.
Their friendships are a treasure.

George was laid to rest
Sunday, June 8, in Center,
Missouri, his place of birth and
family home.

Memorials may be made to:
Samaritans Purse, P.O. Box 3000,
Boone, NC, 28607; www.samari-
tanspurse.org

387-5366

NEW LIFE MINISTRY
CENTER
Jerry & Joy Wood
205 E. Main
387-3241

LA IGLESIA HISPANA
PENTECOSTAL
DEL NOMBRE

JESUS, INC.
387-6072

IGLESIA PENTECOSTAL
UNIDA HISPANA
Pastor Isai Oviedo
509 Amistad

Funeral Home
650-3121

387-2266

B & H Catering
207 W. Chestnut
. 387-2528
Dairy Queen
134 Hwy. 277 N.
387-2118
La Mexicana
240 N. Hwy 277
387-3401
Pizza Hut
401 Hwy. 277 N.
. 387-3540
- Stagecoach BBQ & Catering
109 W. Main
387-0623
Sutton County Steakhouse
1306 N. Service Rd
387-3833
- Taco Grill
232 Hwy. 277 N.
387-9127
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.Senior Center Celebrates Father's

Day

The Sutton County/Sonora Senior Center celebrated Father’s
Day by honoring all the “Senior” fathers with a cap, candy and kiss-
es (chocolate ones!).

Fathers that took part in the celebration were Jimmy Harris,
Beto Duran, Claudio Flores, Arturo Trevino, Tive Chavez, Vernon
Humphrey, Nig Wall, David Flores, Luis Vallejo, Clay Cade, Pat
Jungk, Jose Sentena, Phillip Cooper, Sam Perez and Jaime Flores
from San Antonio.

Happy Father’s Day to all these fathers from everyone at the
Senior Center.

Sonora Students Among Texas
Tech  Dean’s List . and
Graduates

Spring commencement at Texas Téech University saw more

than 1,900 students awarded degrees. Commencement ceremonies .

took place May 17 in the United Spirit Arena on campus.

About 5,000 Texas Tech University students made either the
President’s List or the Dean’s List for the Spring 2003 semester. To
be on the President’s List or the Dean’s List, a student must have
taken 12 quality hours during the semester and maintained either a
4.0 or a 3.5-3.9 grade point average, respectively. Cindy Leigh
Jones, daughter of Johnny and Cathy Jones, a junior in Civil
Engineering, was named to the Dean’s List. Jason Phillip Jacoby,
son of Scott and Diane Jacoby, received a Bachelor of Science in
Agribusiness.

Senior
Center News

June 25 - Kooking with Kelly! Nutrition Education.
Noon.
June 27 - Birthday Party for June Babies! Noon.

Senior Menu

June 23 - Hamburger on bun, lettuce, onion, tomatoes,
baked French fries, carrot salad, apple, milk.

June 24 - Pork chops with gravy, baked potato, yellow
squash, cornbread, pineapple, waldorf salad,
milk.

June 25 - Chicken & rice casserole, broccoli, roll,
peach half, chocolate cake, milk.

June 26 - Chicken fried steak with gravy, baked potato,
green beans, wheat roll, juice, lime rice swirl.

June 27 - Beef/cheese enchiladas, pinto beans,

' coleslaw, fruit salad, milk. 7
Lunch is served Monday thru Friday at 12:00 Noon.
$1.50 donation is suggested for those 60+

and $4.00 for others.

*Menu is subject to change.*

Card of Thanks

Memorial service was held on Monday afternoon for Earl Gene
Hokit at the Church of the Good Shepherd. Good friend and pastor,
the Reverend Lewis Allen officiated the service. Prior to the service,
lunch was graciously served by the congregation for the immediate
family and friends. :

Survivors, his wife, Helen Hokit of Sonora, three sisters, Frena
Snyder of Tuscahoma, OK, Beta Joe Rorberts of Okema, OK, Betty
Baker of Irving Texas. Sister-in-law Carolyn Hokit of Buffalo Valley,
OK, adopted daughter Donna Harrison of El Paso, and godchild Tori
Valliant of Sonora all attended the service. Also attending were: sister
of the wife Mary Roberts, Weatherford, TX, step children, Caroline &
Ray Vogt, Houston, Glynn Wood, Jacksonville,Fl, Linda & Donald
Johnson, San Diego,CA, Charles Harrison, El Paso, TX, step Grandson
Michael Stewart, Atlanta, GA, Great Aunt Doris Wood, Talpa,Tx,
Long time friends of the family Tommy, Brenda, Trapper and Travis
Valliant.

Our special thank you to all the people of Sonora and friends that
traveled so far to share these moments with us.

Hughes Makes Dean’s List At Sam

Houston

Breg Allan Hughes, son of Brad and Chandra Hughes, has
been named to the Dean’s list at Sam Houston. This consists of full-
time students having grade point averages of 3.5 and above.

. Faith-honors God; God honors faith.
(Dan Crawford)

But whatever is not of faith is sin.
‘(Romans 14:23b)

Sponsored by New Life Ministries
www.newlifeministries-sonora-tx.org
English and Spanish Versions

Ronnie Cox
loves
being your
Pharmacist

Lighthouse
Community Church

A Place to Belong and a Place to Become.

Sunday Services
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.
Worship * 11:00 a.m. * 6:00 p.m.
1705 N. Crockett

D

Community

une 17-19
Annual Sonora Wool & Mohair Show
Annual National 4-H Wool Judging Contest
at the 4-H Civic Center &
Sonora Wool & Mohair Co. Warehouse

The Community Calendar

P.O. BOX 798 - SONORA, TEXAS 76960

915) 3873081

Member FDIC

Calendar

June 19
Special School Board Meeting
10:00 a.m. * Administration Bldg.

June 23

County Commissioners Meeting
9:00 a.m. * Annex Bldg.

is made possible by :
THE .A_. e el SR
BANK&TRUST
Member FDIC
207 N Hwy 277 N = 387-2593

Letters To The Editor Policy
The Devil’s River News encourages letters from its readers. Letters should be to the point, typed if at all possible and signed.
Name, address and telephone number should be included for verification purposes. Letters will be printed on a space available basis.
Letters should stick with issues, and not simply be personal attacks. Letters endorsing a particular position on issues of local interest
will be accepted, however letters endorsing a candidate for political office will not be accepted.
We reserve the right to edit for length, content, and poteatially libelous statements.
Letters to the Editor published in this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the position of this publication on any subject.
Correspondence should be mailed to : The Devil’s River News-Letters to the Editor, 228 East Main, Sonora TX. 76950.
Email us at editcr @sonoratx.net
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by .lo-Aun E Palmer, Secretary
Sutton County Historical Society

Q. Do you have any informa-
tion on Don Erasmo Villareal?
A. Don Erasmo Villareal was
married to Manuela Villareal and
they had a store, cantina, water
tank, and a few other business ven-
tures in Santa Rosa de Sonora. The
Villareal’s lived about where Arturo
~ Sanchez now lives. Don Erasmo
was known for-all the fresh goods
he grew on the extensive property
he owned surrounding his home. He
owned all the way to the draw and
had all his property under irrigation.
He grew grapes, from which he
made a delicious wine, when the
neighborhood - children left him
some to make wine with. He grew
sugar cane, which many children
remember buying at his store.
Sucking the raw sugar out of the
canes was a real treat for children,
and some adults, back in the old
~days. He even processed some of
the cane himself and sold the sugar.
He grew wheat, which he ground
himself into a rough flour. He also
grew corn, melons, pumpkins and
many different vegetables.

The 1920 census of Sonora
states that Erasmo Villareal was 58
years old, born in Mexico and was a
merchant who had a dry goods
store. It lists his wife as Manuela
and states they were both born in
Mexico. This would mean he was
born in 1862 and she was born in
1874. In the 1930 census Manuela
is listed as 60 years old, which
would make her born in 1870.
Cemetery Records show Erasmo
Villareal and Manuela Villareal are
buried in block E-2. It lists their

_dates of birth and death as: Erasmo

* 1855-1923 and Manuela 1873-
1945. We did find that in the 1930
census the widowed Manuela is
head of household, with "adopted
son," Amador Castillo age 25 and
his wife Severa and lists a "grand-
son" Amador.

In our conversation with
Severa Castillo, she told us that
Amador Castillo was the son of
Victor Castillo and Florencia
Rodrigues. They were related to
Manuela but she was not Amador’s
mother it was an honorary title.
Amador and Severa helped care for
the elderly woman and he ran the
store after Manuela’s husband died.
Severa is the one that told us about
all the gardens Don Erasmo
Villareal had and that his store and
cantina were located in Santa Rosa
de Sonora "before any other store
was built in Sonora." She explained
further that, "many Anglos pur-
chased their i supplies fromDon **
Erasmo in the early days, before
Sonora had another store." If this is

true, his store predaled Callahans

store on Main St.

Severa Castillo was born a
Garza in San Antonio. About 1917
her family moved from San
Antonio to Sonora so they could
buy a home and not have to pay
rent. Severa remembers they came
in a wagon, pulled by two horses
and camped along the way. Meals
were cooked on a campfire and they
tasted so good after a long day on
the trail. They obtained water from
wells along the way and would heat
it on the fire and wash off the road
dust each evening. Meat was
bought at stores and kept packed in
tins on ice so it didn’t spoil. Her
father cooked bread over the camp-
fire, enough for three days at a time,
and they would munch on it during
the day and have their big meal
when they stopped. for the night.
She remembers stopping at

Junction and filling their tins with .
water thére. She also told us that the
family was very happy when they

arrived at their new home in the

Sinaloa section of Sonora. It was .

good to be living near relatives
again and in their own home.

Severa could remember when
many of the people became very ill
with an influenza (Swine Flu) and a
lot of them died. The town was
under quarantine at the time. She
also remembered that the first,
school she attended was a very old
building assigned to the Mexican
students from first to seventh grade.
The children had to carry water
from a well, several blocks away, to
the classroom. Two were sent out
with a bucket and a pole to share the
weight of the heavy load. Water was
poured from the bucket into glasses
the children had to bring from
home. Some were too poor to have
glasses and she remembers seeing
the labels from tomato cans on' the
tins that these children drank from.
Finally a well was put on the school
property so that the children didn’t
have to haul water for several
blocks. As time went by the school
became very crowded and she and
Adolph Flores were told they
couldn’t go beyond the sixth grade
because the teacher had to have
room for the new students coming
in. Severa’s father insisted the chil-
dren be allowed to stay through sev-
enth grade and spearheaded a peti-
tion to have a larger school built in
the Mexican section of town. He
went house to house getting the
petition signed and took it to L. W.
Elliott. Mr. Elliott saw that the
school needed to be replaced and
spearheaded a drive to get & newj
school built in the Mexican section
“of - town ‘The ! schio6l “was  finalljk
built and named the L. W. Elliott
school in his honor.

Eastern Star Donates Money

Front row: Virgil Polocek, Frank Wamble, Charlotte Wilson, and

Candy Nelson. Back row: Beverly Valliant, Jackie Polocek, Darla
McKissack, Geneva Wade, Carol Ann Hardee and Brenda

Valliant.

submitted !

The Sonora-Eldorado Chapter
of the order of the Eastern Star has
donated $2615.24 to the Dee Ora
Masonic Lodge toward the installa-
tion of a personnel lift. The lift will
be used by members to gain access
to the Lodge/Chapter floor, located
on the second story of the Masonic
Lodge building here in Sonora.
These monies became available
through the efforts of Sonora
Eastern Star members who pur-
chased three E-bonds back in 1960.
The bonds were placed in the safety
deposit box rented by the Masonic
Lodge at First National Bank,
where they resided undisturbed for
over forty years.

During his term as Worshipful
Master of Dee Ora Lodge, Frank
Wamble, opened the safety deposit
box to inventory its contents. Much
to the surprise of the current Eastern
Star members, the long forgotten E-
bonds were discovered. In the
months that followed, numerous
discussions have taken place about
the best use of these funds.
Recently, a longtime member of

Sonora Chapter OES came by to
visit, but was unable to attend the
scheduled meeting, because his
health has deteriorated to the degree
that he can no longer climb the
stairs to the chapter room.
Heartbroken by his plight, the OES
members unanimously committed
the E-bond monies along with a
small saving account they had pre-
viously designated as the “elevator
fund™ to the Dee Ora Lodge efforts
of installing a lift. We feel that the
generation of members, who invest-
ed these monies in E-bonds back in
1960, should reap the benefits of
their labors. Those members are
forty-three years older now and
many have been unable to attend
during the latter years of their lives
because they just couldn’t climb the
stairs. It is our hope that this “‘seed
money” will encourage others to
recognize the need and assist the
Dee Ora Lodge in their efforts to
install a lift so that the members
who built these two charitable
organizations will be able to contin-
ue to actively participate in their
ongoing business.

Happy Birthday

{June 19 - Kate Higdon, Gunter Pennington, Rocky Jones, Cecilia

i Ramos

§June 20 - David Emmanuel Delgato, Tony Renfro, Michelle Anderson,
:Jordan Anderson, Jan Northcott, Gerry Ingham,
{June 21 - Ronnie Bowers, Morgan Smith, Kacci Lewellen, Callie

i Moore, Shaun Ramos

i June 22 - Steven Harper, Virgil Burge, Odilia Paredes
i June 23 - Kirk Joy, Paul Young, Bryan Reyes, Israel Lozano, Nichole

i Romero, Mary Jo Whitehouse

iJune 24 - Koda Armke, Jason Vitela, Jr.,

i Hughes, Mikey Sanchez, Elle Newton

Donny Yocham, Hunter: '

John Mittel (1/7/1894- 3/21/1920) and Henry Mittel - 7/10/1896-
1955 - WWI, sons of William and Christina Mittel

When Severa married she and
her husband moved from Sinaloa
section to the Santa Rosa section of
Sonora. Amador and Severa had the
folloylgg_ children: Amador Jr.,
'Yofanda, Leroy and Samuel. The
family attended the Primera Baptist
Church. Amador and Severa insist-
ed all their children complete
school and then sent them off to
college. Amador Sr. and Leroy
have passed on but Severa still
owns a home in Sonora and she and
the other children and her grand-
children visit here regularly.

Severa told stories of all the
people getting together to build
Liberty Plaza during WWII. She
said that her brothers-in-law,
Gilbert and Raul, ran a gas station
in Sinaloa for many years. They
also had a trucking business.
Another brother-in-law, Victor Jr.,
opened a Mexican bar in San
Angelo. Severa told how she
cleaned houses and her sister
Ysaura-Sanchez did fine sewing to
help raise extra money: to educate
their children. They had survived
the Swine Flu epidemic, the depres-

sion in the 1930's, the drought in the
1950's. Her life story is fascinating,
she brings history to life when she
tells it. We enjoyed our visit with
her and her family.

If you have any questions con-
cerning Sutton County history, send
them to "Ask the Historical
Society," P.O. Box 885, Sonora, TX
76950-0885 or give us a call at the
office at 387-5084 on Monday 8-4,
Tuesday mornings or Fridays 8-4.
To book the John & Mildred
Cauthorn Memorial Building (Old
Santa Fe Depot) give me a call at
the same number on the same days.
If you would like to tour the Miers
Home Museum, or Depot when it
isn’t rented, just stop in the office
when we are open and one of our
volunteers will be glad to take you
through the buildings. The Sutton
County Historical Society is a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving the history of Sutton
County. We haveiexgensive atchiyes
for on site use by anyone research-

i ing our area. i3

Tom Green County CAC Looking
For Directors In Sonora Area

The Tom Green County Community Action Council (CAC) currently
has several vacancies in its Board of Directors. The three sectors of the
Board are the Target Area (area made up of mainly low-income families);
Public Officials (elected representatives of the community), and Private
Organizations (private sector of the community). We are in the process of
recruiting qualified individuals for these vacancies. If you or someone you
know is interested in serving, please contact our office at (325) 653-2411.

The CAC serves 13 counties in the Concho Valley Area. There are two
Neighborhood Centers providing services to low-income individuals and
Janet Appleton is the Director. The one in San Angelo is located at 1100
Martin Luther King Drive and one in Eden at 319 Blanchard. Mrs. Appleton
and her staff travel to the surrounding counties to provide services. The fol-
lowing services are provided by our agency: weatherization, food bank, util-

ity assistance, etc.

The 2003 budget for the CAC is approximately $789,637.00

The duties of a member serving on the Board of Directors include over- .

sight and approval of the programs and budgets, signing of checks and rep-
resenting their sector. Meetings are held every 10 weeks, are usually at noon

and last approximately one hour.

Two Sonora Grads Receive Carr
Academic Scholarship_

Angelo State University has
awarded Carr Academic
Scholarships for the 2003-04 aca-
demic year to 248 outstanding
high school graduates who will be
enrolling at ASU this fall.

The scholarships range in
value from $1,500 to $6,000.

During the current academic
year more than 1,000 students
from throughout Texas, the U. S.
and several foreign countries are
attending ASU on Carr Academic
Scholarships.

To qualify, entering fresh-
men must, as 2 general rule, rank
in the top 15 percent of their class

Tedford Jewelry

Bridal Registry

Lorena Hernandez bride elect of Rito Renteria, Jr.
Heather Renberg bride elect of Davis Hale
Brittany Kemp bride elect of Shannon Snyder
Mrs. Keith Newland nee Barbara Belk

107 NW Concho * 387-3839

Bridal Registry

Heather Renberg bride elect of Davis Hale
Mrs. Mack Wa law nee Bridget Killgore

Registry
Candy Davis

MERLE NORMAMN

COSMETIC STUDIOS

121 Hwy. 277 N « 387-5507
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Lorena Hernandez bride elect of Rito chtcna%
Candice Baca bride elect of Eric Geske

Gifts
Galore & More

Bridal Registry

Heather Renberg bride elect of Davis Hale

P Brittany Kemp bride elect of Shannon Snyder P

Mrs. Mohamed Jouini nee Jennifer Noriega
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Robert and Candy Davis

www.giftsgaloreandmore-sonora.com
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LI AT o SRR R, P

“Cherished Teddy or Windsor Bear” Figurine.

Wlth any purchase draw for a dlscount coupon good for a

Precious Moments

Gifts Galore & More

417 Hwy 277 N.  387-2541

Tedford Jewelry

RadioShack’

Dealer

105 NW Concho * 387-2733

and present either a combined
math and verbal score of 1140 on
the SAT I or a composite score of
25 on the ACT.

The scholarship program at
Angelo State is supported by a
growing multi-million dollar
trust - established by the late
Robert G. and Nona K. Carr of
San Angelo. Awa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>