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straighten and preen herself. But be-

fore he could do more than lift his hat
and glance about him the door opened
and Migs Harmon gathered him in.

\Miss Harmon was old and dry and
aged like one of her own native
rocks, but she had the ability to run
a boarding house successtully, which
s of consummate tact, under-
standing and vast experience. Half an
hour later she brought out her new
guest and intrduced him all around,
beginning with Mrs. Robertson, who
w the dowager of the group, and
en. ng, of course, with {solated little
Miss Stafford. Miss Stafford lifted her
shrewd eyes from an absorbing page
and encountered the gentleman's. She
bowed; so did he. Then she returned
to her book and he sat down by Miss
Powell
That night dinner was worth while.
Evervbody dressed for it. Miss Powell
made a notable appearance. She sat
at one side of M® Everett, and did
her utmost to enchant him. Mrs. Gibba
sat at the other side and did her best.
Even old Mrs. Robertson became quite
lively Certa.rly Mr., Everett was
mineg. He was so frank, sé kind,
so sympathetic, so entertalning. He
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On A Dull Da

By Elsie Endicott

was very tired, he said, and had come
for a few days’ change and rest, having
left his business in competent hands

Miss Stafford went to her room and
spent the evening, which had not been
her custom. All the otlher women felt
mildly exultant. The school teacher
no longer kept herself out of the war,
but was thrust out. Her “comeup-
pance” had arrived in the form of Mr,
Everett,

A walking pariy was arranged for
the next morning, and Miss Staflord
was not asked. It was evident that
Mr. Everett did not care for her so-
clety, and he should not, gentle and
courteous as he was, have it inflicted
upon him. So Miss Stafford went her
solitary way, and the gay party went
theirs. Mr. Everett proved to be &
good walker. Mrs Gibbs and Miss
Powell did four miles on French heels
and hobbled home, each leaning upon
his arm.” Miss-Stafford saw them ar-
rive. She had returned half an hour
before, and sat on the porch reading

Luncheon was a regular dress affair,
Inu the afternoon Mr. Everett took the
whole party sailing. He asked Miss
Stafford, but she declined,

“She’'s so queer,” confided Miss

y

Powell to Mr. Everett. “Any woman
who hag taught school as long as she
has gets Into ways. [ suppose she
fsu't to Rlame, poor thing!”

“Certalnly not,” replied Mr. Everett
kindly. He sighed as Iif i pity of all
feminiity which was not Miss Powell's.

It was & wearying day; Il down to
the last lady they dressed for dinner
and fortifled themseives against an
evening of bridge. Miss Stafford did
not appear at table. She had taken a
lunch and gone out on the rocks to
eat it

There was sorme clever manipulat-
ing for partners, and at last Miss Pow
ell won Mr. Everett, With a thrill she
fancied that gshe was breaking down

that graceful impartiality with which
he had hitherto regarded them all. He

seemed to slugle her out for special fa-
vor and that night she dreamed of him
asleep, and waking made glowing
plaps for the future

Dismay, however, waited on the mor-
row. Mr. Everett was gone, He had
left good-bys for them all and had ex-
pressed regret at going, but he had
been in such haste that he could not
wait for breakfast. No, Miss Harmon
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did not think there had b«

I

any tele-

gram, or any letter; he had simply
gone because he felt like it
A depressed group gathered at

breakfast. Miss Powell could not eat,
Mrs. Gibbs cuifed poor Jip until he
squeaked for mercy. Oaly Miss Staf-
ford appeared undisturbed. And be-
cause she had been invested with no
heartache by Mr. Everett the other
women bated her rore than ever,

That afterpoon she came down
dressed tor traveling, with her suit-
case in bher hazd.

“What! Are you going?” cried the
chorus

Miss Stafford smiled faintly, “I've
got three visits to make before school

opens, 80 you see l've glayed here as
long as I can,” she replied
“Good riddance,” muttered
Powell as the cab drove away
“I wonder where she's going.” said
Mrs. Adarus, speculatively. I wonder
who'd ever ask her to visit them ™
“She’'s going to visit an old school

Mian

friemd In Averill” Miss Harmon,
eased for a motlient from boarding-
house cares had come out apd sat

down among them,

Averill!” exclalmed Miss Powell
“Wasn't Mr. Everett from—*"

“Averill? Yes, he was. She's going
to visit his wife.”

“Hig wife!” BSomebody must have
sald It, though nobody was aware of
dolng so.

There was a moment’s awful silencs
and then Mrs. Gibbs sald, with & Jerky
little laugh: “Who'd ever dreamed ke
waeg married!"

Miss Harmon looked grim. “1r
vour'd asked Miss Stafford ahe eould
have told you, even if he did not. She
and bis wife were schoolmates, Of

urse, they haven't seen each other
for years, but she’s going there now.” §

Mrs. Gibus giggled. “Wouldnt it be
fuany if she told his wife how he ¢
capered down here with us?” she sald.

¢

Miss rinon smiled. “She wouldn't, )
=he lau't that kind. I know Miss Staf- 1-3
ford. She's boarded a great many sea- [ %
pons with me, No, she isn't that kind, ¥
Ste's honor all through, Miss Saf- X
ford 18"’

The rest said nothing. They were
trying very hard not to see each other,
As for Miss Powell, she sal and stared |
hard at the sea,
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a heavy blacl beard, a convincing
manner, two hig revolvers and the
ability to shoot the spots out of the t°n
of spades at-—name the distance. He
said Le was from the West, and show-
a beautifully tanned hide to bear
out the assertion, and seemed uncom-
monly Interested in revenue . officers.
He called himeelf Buck. He sald the

od

name was enough for any deceut mun

A week alior puck had wormed his
wairte the geod groc g of (he moun-
“talacers ke & cawrpillar Into the core

! a Milan apple, a summer resort a
few miles below received honorable
mention in the papers. A blg, masked

person had walked into the lobby with

a revolver, and collecied three hundred
dollars in cash and several gold
wat a

I'he wext morning he preacher's
son, whose name was Grigsby, found

envelope that had been shoved un-
i door. It contained a round
hundred dollars in banknotes, and bore
of it these words in a la-
rawl:

Far the pore.”

The ilttle preacher preferred not to
the gift horse in the mouth. To

the

on one side

ea s

him the hand of Providence was at
work. He hastened to the nearest
store with a borrowed wagohn, bought
a hundred dollars’ worth of necessa-
ries, came back to Blackfern, and
made a great many needy folk happy.
He did this before the big nolse from
the summer resort reached his ears,
and it was then too late to recall the
doed,

“Grig"” he remrked to Lig s~n, whe
Wis silung (3 the Goor watuing e

lessly on a bit of white pine, “I'n
ehore bdad dlsapp’inted. I shore

thought I had the best commuuity in
the whole kentry. But I find that 1
haln’t. Thar's a thief amongst us, He's
R bad p'tater, and he's li'ble to aplle
the whole bar’l, But I know who done
{t. Grig-——or | think it so strong it's the
same as knowin' it. I'm a little man,
Grig, and a preacher boot; but,
Grig, with God's help I'm a goin’ to
tuke yore rifle, and arrest Buck, and
take him to town and turn him over to
the law.”

“You hain't a-goin’ to do no sech a
thing, pap'” declared Grig, the pride
of his parents’ hearts. “Buck'd snip
you with a bullet quicker'n scat. Let

to

the off'cer ‘tend to ft. It's thelr biz-
ness, and not yores. Ca'm yoreself,
pap. You're as narvous as a gyrl a-
watchin’ her pet feller marry some-
buddy else. You're a shiverip’ like a
wet dawg Set down, for goodoess’
soke, pap!”

“I bet ye 'twasn't Bueck,” said Lula

Belle, anxious for the safety of her
spouge. “I bet ye 'twas somebuddy
elzo. You jest let the law d! ;
p'tetar patch, par You

erough to wake Buck up

asleep™

The preacher began to act like a
boy who has sat upon a pin. His prob-
dingnagian wife had been unwise in
alluding to his being undersized; It
was his sore spot, his smallness, no

doubt because he had been so often
and so mercilessly reminded of it
“Whar's that thar rifle at!” he

snorted, jamming his spectacles in a
rear trousers pocket and laying his
haundkerchief lightly on the table be-
side him. “I'll show you, you old mule,
I'll show you whuther I cain't wake
Juck yp or not!”

“Me—a mule!” gasped Lula Belle,
clasping her hands in a way in which

- T, e e — el P e e T
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her husband clasped
prayed. “Me, a mule!”

“Yes, girree, that's what I said, ed-
zactly, Luly-—you old, spavined, string
haltered, botty mule!”

He seized his son's rifle and went
from the cabin o a gait that gave
rheumatism the lle. His wife threw
a stick of wood at a hen that was for-
aging lu the letiuce bed in the front
yard, and wa'ched the angry Ilittle
servant of the lord disappear among
the .aureis of the wounialoside.

“Thank God!" she sald when ke had
gone. “He acted like a reel man then.”
She turned to Grig Reckon Buck'll
hurt Rim?” gshe asked dizzily.

“Nothin' more'n spank him, T guess,™
smiled Grig. “But I reckon 1'd better
foller him and see what happens He
Arew from under t}
h.‘:'Z'J)DA eled re V".." o A Wl
fatber bhad pever seen,
away
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AVID! wlled Mot s 'd affairs, of 8§ and decorum as much as hiz such a noien, undoing of the disaster with the aid doctor and rr}o‘hnr had objected. They
Moors i abl ' ! beiter half loved them e distingn ioe av ng, of some tidies and the reller towel. were obstacles unremovable; and so
window to mne He drew out the chairs from: howls and hiss and firally ad “Confound them animals!” he said, \1.'11*'.'.1, somewhat disgruntled, bad de-
band their formal positions and destributed ecrashing as of glass; then silence. He at last, “they stay where (hey belong cided to r‘v!urn home where, she .cnnd“
ple p! { enti Davie ¥ ed them gracefully abo he rooms, Jack, knew the lay of the land go well that after ihis!"” testily, “I'm of some use and wapted
first 2 \ > 110 t en v, the dog, and Ted, the cat, had never he did not stop f y light but hastened In the morping he was lame. His True words, even if uttered in irrita-
would he ' wk been permitted by heir mistress to down to see what under the sun was Fuee ached. Matters appeared stormy. tion! i
= weather.' wther f d L 10 cross the threshold of any door but the troubic! He forgot his d:.»arf‘;zngr. Liberty, .‘lfTh superintendence of do- David chastened but (‘hmr"‘\ aar e
David looked, ap- ! ive br the kitchen ong. He graciously aliow- ment of furniture, and tripp g mestic a'f.axra fncluded, had its draw- the plazza of his regenerni _.ome,
prehengiy Let’ Lo I was ed the agimals, to their amazemeni, to over a cha.¢ went headiong into the backs. The house 'lonked as if glven nursing his lame knee ari leellng
around. If any of tog Davises and zet Mary Ann have access to all the rooms on the center table, upseiting it and falling over to rioteus living. David noted, somewhat lonely, when Le saw her
the depot loafers had overheard (hat 10« nd keop matters straight, but iower floor with arms outsiretched, info what ruefully, that the buttercups were coming u'p‘the lane. R ;
™ Iniunetion he knew the result The 1 i going to. I'd rat) be alone “They'll stay out, all right,” he mur- seemed to be an ocean of water nrn*.'mi_z”trn'e to his wife's denuncia- . 't.lory. he lhomfd. J';"k' if there
varting order would be cchosd and T+ d live exactly as I please for once mured, “when Ma gets back, and I Groaning, he .w--:‘m;nl into (he vh;whf_ tiona. Their leaves were v:\rp('t!nf ev- isn't your mistress,” and w!th all such
wd Joudly and indefinit He in n e."se0 he passed the Davis kind of like them 'wrru:npan}ﬂ" en and found a light, which showed ery surface beneath them. His lame d_r‘e:ems as freedom son.“l mes raises
= . w a breath of relief botld at their mansion with a dsflant glance He felt elated over his mild rebel- him a mournful scene knee precluded his picking up many eliminated from his miad he hobtisd
i nce ‘and at the strong sense of Mother Moore detested buttereups. lion and f().lf(\\\v-u it by refusing to ‘ll wag plainly ‘.\ule‘»m that .l.u-):t afhl of them. The applo_pm had moulded to meet her, gladly re¢calling that,
°2 cdom which posgcssed and permeat- She we fe of havineg any flowers touch the fractured pastry, and in- Ted had had a m‘\:,um.rr::;mn«lln;: inthe and go, to his surprise, had the rem- thanks to ;urr)' Ann, ail 1ozensg of his
L] ! ‘ iis soul. Y in the house, but ahie di a siraight stead, cutting into a berry pie, which darkness v;m(l that Jack, getting .th«- nant o'Hhe berry one. brief and disastrous relgn had been re-
Vhy, Maria and he had not becn and pepative line for these blossoms. was intact “Been vnamg picess long worst of it, had sought safety first Pavid pondered. moved and Mary Ann bound to eterpal
ed for 30 years before, and for the Bhe detested the enough,” he :-!nn‘-:l; “going to Mavethe through a closed window \\lmsu: glass Thep he hobbled over to the Davis secrecy and silence by an extra wage
E birth of their first grandchild in . the “Cluttery things! pot lasting over best there is now, while I got the was lying all over the floor. The ta- domicile 'a.md engaged Mary .v\nn"!c ho‘poraﬂum._ i
{ ar-by city, the separation 1d not night and dropping their leaves every- chance.” : ble on wlz:.'h had !*gsmd some gayly- come and straighten up the house. I hope I'm w.elcomo. David,” his
w have '(ukr‘n place. But Mother where!” . Then he retired, joy at his unwonted bound And highly prized books as \'wll His action was fortunate, for .at v:i!e"romnrknd w'x..h an unusual humil-
Moore vhnsldo-ﬁd hbrx,n‘.;' needed in Her husband loved the yellow bleom. liberty uppermost in hu} heart and as an enormous bowl f:f'h\ltt('n'upq had Ihﬂ.( very moment. .\inthﬂj Moore was ity, “and can make myself more u-ergl
that happy Boston home; and, with So now, in utter abandon he gathered plans for tollm\'lng_lyup. in even more bheen overturned -h__\- Pa's unceremony speeding home from the city, dejected here than I seemed to be at Marlow's
" ny raisgivings and m,»..‘-‘;(”; had 'as many as he could carry and fiiled heinous ways, flitting through his ous entranc: and lay a dapp and dis- & t"‘ d}iznppntnted‘ One would natural- where nny’one would let me lift a help-
. eiarted for a fow davs' visit ery vase, bowl and dish usable with head. In the night he was awakened hévelled hcap on the carpet, With 1y think that a grandmother with six ing hand.' :
: David was & Joyval husband. but them. T act of independence per- by a » -‘ld elatter and tarmoil. something as near an imprecation as (hlldr:‘n to her credit mlght‘hav‘n been David didn't understand the remark,
one knew that the ,u,},. +-drea ormed, he de~ided to recpustruct the W ak it hurglars? 2 his “gentle ';;v'\'l could r‘n.:nrr, .‘l“:l‘.';‘u tbx;u'srfrubm mrre for lm_r d:\ugntﬂfr l‘ﬂrl', :m he was glad to see her, and he told
{ ¢nd unpractical Pa Moore vas u interior of the living rcoms. He hated Of course not., They wouldn't make dropped on his knees and c3gayed the born; but the medern trio of hurse, her so

?

LLA HOLMES  open-
ed her megazine
« wider and read the
article once more.
“and it all wo-
ren would usec
their ‘heads to save
their Qeelu' as the,
saying gocs, the un-
necessary steps
they take Huring a
€2y’s duties would count more fhan
'y ‘imagine.” ,
T guppose that's true,” she mused.
" 50, ‘I've made shings rup all
1 Anight wweke it casier, 1
» and her thoughts drifted

"

to the various things that clamored for
her attention.

The little cottage that Jack Holmes
and his wife, Ella, had been so happy
in for a year, Wwas & eosey, homelike
place. To be surc, it was small, but
Ella enjoyed keéeping it in order and,
as Jack's business was a young cne,
ghe felt that her part was to avoid all
expense possible,

No love wqrds or pet names gounded
eweoter in hor ears than “Little help-
meét,” which Jack would call ber
when she proudly ~exhibfed a nmew
waist that she had made “all herself,
or a new recipe mg was economical
but delicious

All the magazines were eagerly pe-
ruscd for hei™ul “hints” in manvage-
ment of the little household. All of
them did not prove satisfactory, but
she would comfort herseif with the
thought that “experience.is -the best
teacher.”

Now here was a new wrinkle. As
she started to prepare the dinner,
“heads and heels” rang in her ears—
“unnccessary steps,” ete. She sat down
to pare the potatocs and ‘apples and
plan after plan raced through her
mind. N

“Let me see, I'N burn all my par-
ings and everything I can t§ save go-
ing out to the garbage can. Guess my

-~

A Lesson In Efficiency

heels are more lmpof'tnnt than the
garbage for Jerry's hens! I'll ecuut
my steps and sce where [ can save the
most.” ‘In the mid® of her resolves,
the tea kettle boiled over and in her
haste to set it back, the parings flew

< in all directions.

. Near to tears, she decided to use her
heels a ltttle more or the dinner would
be a failure "

That evening when Jack waunted her
to play the simple songs he loved she
struck so many false notes that she
gave up in despair for between the
straing of “Love's Old Sweet Song”’ her
head was busy counting the average
steps between her various duties. How-

ever.at Jack's anxious queries, she as-
sured him that she was 31l right.

“I'm afraid things are too much for
vou, dear. Jf you can get along till
I am sure of that big order from Har-
riman or get my paient granted, then
we'll have a maid and an auto, yes, and
a flying machine, perhaps,” he added,
laughingly.

“1 don’t want a maid, Jagk. It's
nicer with just us two,” she whispered
as she nestled beside him on the arm
of the big chair.

While Jack was pouring his coffee
from the shining percolator next
morning he cautioned his wife not to
work hard that dav. -

“Just let things go and come down
town and we'll go out to dinner some-
where for a treat.”

Even as she kissed him good-by she
was saylpg over and over to herself
“Eleven cellar stairs, 10 steps from
gsink to refrigerator, 12 steps to garb-
age can, five from sink to stove, etc.,
and by _the time night came her head
was tirobbing she called Jack up
and told him felt unable to come
down town and that he must get his

dinper before he came or
it from the delicatessen

A short time later rushed into
the little house and where his

N‘*’"w 3 s 5

By Walt Greg;.

noon. Buck was coming in from 2

« Bill's Creek sectlon, and he didn't

e any game. Old Hayes cocked the
rifie and leveled it toward the pocket t
of the big tellow's bine flannel shirt. :
'u the name o' the law.,” said the
preacher, “1 arrest you!”
The smooth and convincing woice
and the straightforward gaze of the
Weasterner were just one minute in
waking Littleby Hayes believe that the

accusation was utterly apd totally
false. Littiehy Jayes was won't to
judge men largely by their eves. He
hegged Buck's pardon, shook hands
with ¥ apd went back to his cabin.
It re  wa Buek,” he twoid

" replied his

" A ight on

¢ ) VE H'ist voreae!!

B ¢ e 9 1. Littiehy

d

ov
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“You're as welcoms as the Sowershy
May " he apswered, poetically, axd
then blushed: for the words recalled .
some discarded May bdlossoms whose
remaing were reposing peacefullr in
e garbage pall that very momeat. :
1or Moore looked at him thoughle

A o

“I vz thinking, David,” she remagiee [
ed, “as 1 sasw the meadows so full
buttercups, coming home in
that, {f you wanted to, you
one or two vases full in the
could put papers under them
the leaves when they fell.”

This was a great and
concession, but David,
ng the tints of the ri
looked confused and repli

“Oh, I don’t know. I'goess 1
bother with any. I kinder like

:
i

i
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them in the flelds as much ss anye
where.”
Then, arm in arm, the oid 3
entered their house, Maria
as her gpirits rose in the familiar
scenes: “After all, there's no place v

like bome!” And David, all visions of
liberty vanished, answered:
“Not when we're both in it, anyway ™

followed and when he announced z 1

it was an oceasion ef 5

nerves Ella confessed the cause, ; oy |
Then Jack told