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Three candidates now 
competing for county 
judge office

Three candidates are now com
peting for the vacant Callahan 
County judge's office, while the 
42nd District Court clerk position is 
being contested after the latest Til
ings reported for the Democratic 
Party's Primary Elecbon.

Benjamin Holloway. 75, is the 
latest to Tile for the county judge's 
office. He is seeking the post being 
vacated by Bill Johnson. Winford 
Hogan and Roger Com have previ
ously announced they will seek the 
county judge's post on the Demo
cratic Party's ticket.

Holloway, who is a retire peace 
officer, resides at 667 FM 603, 
Clyde. He has lived in the state 75 
years and in Callahan County 21 
years.

Sharon Owens, 48, announced her 
intention to seek the 42nd Disuict 
Court clerk position being vacated 
by Cubelle Harris, Georgie Manion 
has earlier filed for the 42nd District 
Court clerk position.

Owens, who resides at 6218 
County Road 252 in Clyde, is cur
rently occiqried as the deputy tax

assessor/collecior. Owens has lived 
in the stale 48 years and in Callahan 
County 25 years.

Candidates who have already an
nounced their intentions to seek the 
Democratic Party’s Primary ticket 
are:

County Judge
Winford I logan, 62, who resides at 

507 Pleasant Lane in Qyde.
Roger Com, 57, who resides at 532 

Poplar in Baird.
County Clerk

Jeanie Bohannon, 54, who resides 
at 601 West 3rd Street in Baird.

Belinda Davis, 51, who resides at 
617 Vine Street in Baird.

42nd District Clerk 
Georgie Manion, 49, who resides 

at 317 Spruce Street in Baird.
Co. Commissioner Free. #2 

Bryan Farmer, 41, who resides at 
9312 FM 603, Clyde.

Co. Commissioner Free. #4 
Charlie Grider, 59, who resides at

See CANDIDATES page 5

1ST PLACE HOME — Joe Holland Family

Christmas Home Contest 
Winner Announced

Winners of this year's Christmas 
Home Contest sponsored by Project 
Pride have been announced. Homes 
were judged op Christmas Spirit, 
lights and visual effects.

The 1 St place winner is the home of 
the Joe Holland family, located at408 
East 12th. The front yard is beauti
fully arrayed in white light trees and 
fence figures. A charming di.splay of 
colorful cut-outs in the back yard can 
be seen from East 11th Street

The home of Mrs. Maurine McCuin 
at 117 West 12th is the 2nd place 
winner. Her home is decorated with 
an elegant display of green and red 
light wreaths and white light icicles.

The Hoyt Foster family home at 317 
East 14th is the 3rd place winner. 
Their home is trimmed in beautiful 
soft blue lights with a white rooftop 
angel and highlights.

Honorable mentions are the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. T.W. Anderson near 
Cottonwood and the Hogrell Family 
at 225 Avenue D.

Judges were Nancy Chapman of 
Moran and Bill Kimsey, a housing 
officer at Dyess Air Force Base.

Please take a lour of the many 
holiday lit homes in town and the 
surrounding area. It is sure to put you 
in the Christmas Spirit.

The Cross Plains Chamber of 
Commerce sponsored the Christmas 
Business Decoration Contest and the 
i s l ulacc w uu^  iitf 1^1  WHS indy's 
HiSir Place, owned by Judy Porter, 
located at East 15lh Street and Av
enue A. The windows of her shop 
were decorated and trimmed in lights 
arxl the outside featured wixKlen re

Conflict of Interest 
Charges Still Pending

1ST PLACE BUSINESS— Judy's Hair Place

D eco ra ted  B u s in ess  
W inner Chosen

By BILLY HARRIS 
Special Writer

The "Conflict of Interest" charges 
against Cross Plains are still pending 
according to Texas Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs 
spokesman Patrick Rhode.

Rhode said, in a Friday afternoon 
telephone interview, "The TDHCA 
is awaiting the response from Cross 
Plains to resolve the situation." A 
follow up letter from the TDHCA 
will be sent to the city with a time 
frame to come up with a solution on 
the matter.

"Typically 30 days are allocated 
for compliance,” said Rhode.

"We (the TDHCA) arc pointing 
out, per the federal guidelines that 
we have to maintain, the fact that in 
the case of one of these homes, out of 
twenty-seven refdaced or repaired, 
there are some questions,” said 
Rhode, "this basically is a very good 
contract with the city with exception 
of this one instance." "That's the 
only thing we are hoping to clarify 
because we have no hidden agen
das,” Rhode added.

Two issues are to be resolved by 
the City of Cross Plains in regards to 
the TDHCA grant.

One is that the home at 700 
Chestnut Street (1) must be boarded 
up and the utilities disconnected (2) 
the home must be demolished (3) all 
funds must be repaid that were used 
in the construction of the new home 
at 640 Chestnut

The second is that City Secretary 
Debbie Gosnell is related to the re
cipient of a grant and served on the 
Advisory Selection Committee and 
possibly contributed to her sister 
being awarded the grant for storm 
repairs.

There are no remedies mentioned 
for the conflict of interest violation 
other than the statement that a 
waiver should have been requested 
before any work could begin.

According to the City's Housing 
Assistance Guidelines, the Advi
sory Committee serves to "recom
mend approval of the applicants to 
the city council.”

Christmas 
Crossroads to 
be presented 
Sunday at FUMC

Members of the First United Meth
odist Church and Choir will present 
their annual Christmas program on 
Sunday, Decern ber2I,at 6:30p.m.in 
the church sanctuary located on 
North Main Street. The program, 
"Chri.simas Crossroads - Where Ev
eryone Comes to Bethlehem," is a 
contemporary Christmas choral col
lection and Biblical monologue cre
ated by Dennis and Nan Allen.

The production, under the direction 
of Terry Nixon, will be different this 
year, as Biblical characters ftnd their 
way to the manger where they dis
cover the baby Jesus. (The cast was 
blessed with the arrival last week of a 
baby to play the pan of Jesus!)

The public is cordially invited to 
rejoice in praise of the birth of our 
Savior as the members share their 
Christmas gift to you.

Debbie said, "Yes 1 was appointed 
to the Advisory Selection Board by 
the city council, but we never met or 
made any decisions." Everyone that 
applied for any funding received it 
and Jean Everett, with the TMS 
Group, handled the applications said 
Gosnell." There was no selection 
process, so we really did nothing," 
$aid Gosnell.

According to Gene Dillard, Jerry 
Cassle, and Leon Nixon the city had 
nothing to do with the grant project 
other than hiring the TMS Group, 
headed by Buz McKeihan, to lake 
care of the matter. Dillard was 
mayor at the time the grants were 
requested, Nixon and Cassle were 
both on the city council at that time. 
Cassle is the only one of the three 
that still holds public office.

All three men commended Debbie 
for doing a fme job for the city and 
expressed regrets that allegations of 
wrong-doing have come to light 
because they feel they (the allega
tions) are unfounded 

Waivers were filed, with the 
TDHCA, for Dillard and a council
man who received work on their 
homes while serving in office re
lieving them of the conflict of in
terest allegations.

Rolan Jones, who coordinated the 
Callahan County disaster rebuilding 
efforts, said. "Debbie told Buz, 
wlien Mae Parker applied for the 
grant, that this was her sister and she 
didn't want anything to do with it (so 
there would be no conflict)."

Jones said the IMS Group handled 
all the applications, submitting bids, 
and got the contractors that did the 
work for Cross Plains and Callahan 
County. The city and county didn't 
have anything to do with the project 
except the city provided a meeting 
place.

McKethan said he had no com
ment on that matter (the waiver on 
Debbie) fornow,althoughhe.said he 
didn't believe there was any inten- 
tiohal conflict of interest in any of 
the dealings.

See CITY page 8

Biblical 
Character to 
Present Life of 
Christ at FBC

This Sunday, December 21, as he 
has for the past three years. Dr. Jim 
O'Dell, pastor at First Baptist Church 
in Cross Plains, will portray a bibic 
character in the morning worship 
service. His character will deliver a
first person account of Christ from his
birth to the ascension. In the past. 
Pastor O’Dell has been the Innkeeper 
at Bethlehem, one of the Wise Men, 
and even a Roman Centurion.

Everyone, from children to adults 
can identify with the character, as he 
.shares the life and ministry of Jesus. 
Dressed in costume, Pastor O'Dell 
will walk around the sanctuary and 
tell the story as if he were actually the 
person who had been with Jesus.

Come and be blessed as you hear 
and sec a story based on scripture and 
expanded to let each individual sec 
the possibilities of a life that lixAs for 
Jesus.

Everyone of all faiths and denomi
nations arc wckomc.

Three Cross Plains 
residents charged 
with arson

By BILLY HARRIS 
Special Writer

Three Cross Plains residents re
main charged with arson in con
nection with the December 7th 
Cross Plains High School fire.

Cory Lee Switzer. 18, a 1997 
CPHS graduate was charged with 
arson along with two high school 
Juniors. All three have been released 
from custody, the two juveniles 
were released to guardians and 
Switzer posted a S40,(X)0 bond.

The two juveniles are also charged 
with burglary.

Callahan County Auomey Allen 
Wright objected to the release of the 
juveniles but 42nd Disuict Court 
J udge Don Lane released them after 
a closed door hearing Wednesday.

Wright is awaiting Juvenile Pro
bation Office studies before pro
ceeding further with the case.

Cross Plains Police Chief Ed 
Duncan said testimony pointed to 
Swiuer not entering the building, 
but helped the other two boys. "He 
had knowledge of what happened. 
He's an accomplish," .said Duncan.

Swiuer was brought to die Calla
han County Jail by his father after 
Duncan informed the father of the 
charges against his son.

The investigation is continuing 
into the late night drinking party, 
attended by as many as fifty teen
agers, at a ranch north of Cross 
Plains said Duncan. The party pos
sibly had something to do with the

Sunday morning fire.
Jim Hayes, with the Texas Alco

holic Beverage Commission con
firmed that the TABC is investigat
ing the drinking party.

Cross Plains Superintendent 
Jackie Tennison said Tuesday that 
the cleanup is well underway and 
thought maybe the north rooms of 
the high school building could be 
cleaned up and u.scd soon. Those 
rooms just suffered smoke damage 
and some water damage.

Tennison said an insurance ad
juster was supposed to make a final 
determination Tuesday afternoon 
and the opinion of the .second 
structural engineer would be made 
known soon.

"We got a portable building with 
three rooms in today," said 
Tennison, "This will let us get some 
of the clas.ses out of the Ux;kcr 
rooms."

Biology teacher Jamie Dement 
said last week that the students were 
allowed to reaiver pcr.sonal IxHiks 
and other belongings two days after 
the fire.

Eastland, Rule, and Eula schixils 
sent desks to use and Walmart Storc.s 
sent tablets and pens for the students.

Dement said she was holding clas.s 
in the new gym foyer. Other clavscs 
were bciitg held in the auditorium, 
locker rooms and the ag icachcr had 
moved his classes to the shop area so 
the ag classrooms could be used by 
other teachers.

Cross Plains Children 
Invited to Toy Party
Christmas will be arriving early for 

CrossPlainschildren birth to 10years 
in the form of a "Toy Christmas Tree 
Party" at the Cross Plains Multi- 
Purpose Center Monday, December 
22, at 2:(X) p.m.

Children will be aWe to draw a uiy 
from the uee and enjoy refreshments. 
Kids, remember to tell mom and dad 
to mark the calendar for the Toy 
Christmas Tree Party.

Christmas Open 
House at The 
Secret Garden

Docs the holiday suess have you in 
a panic? Do you feel there isn’t time 
to slow down the pace of the holidays 
so you can enjoy this special time? 
Join the ladies of The Sccrfct Garden 
on Saturday, December 20, for Open 
House and workshops will be held at 
II, 1,3, and 5. For only Si5 you can 
have EUN and RELAX whije dis
covering the magic of AroipaiKrapy 
while mixing your own special scenLs 
of bubble bath, hath oils, and salLsor 
body creams. |

To also relieve :;omc of your shop- > 
ping stress, purcha.se those ' îpccial 
gifts you ncctl at 10 |)crccni d|.scount 
store-wide. Aromatherapy candles | 
as well as many unique gift items arc 
available for you shopping convi- 
cnce. The SecrclGardcn will be open 
Monday and Tuesday, December 22 
and 23 from 10 a.m. - 7:.3() p.m. The 
shop will be closed December 24 - 
January 10.

CITIZENS STATE 
BANK

Cross Plains, Texas

Your Hometown Bank 
Since / 93 / 

Member FDIC LENOCR

P re s e n ts :
“ W h a t’s In side n

indecr, CTinstmas uee, and poinset- 
tias displaying the holiday spirit.

The Movie Store, owned by Skccl 
2r.4 I>xuiijjf r awtq . mok zn<i“̂ acc m 
the contest. The front of the business 
is festive with lights and wixxlcn 
Christmas character cul-oiils.

7 he judges were the same as used in 
the residence contest.
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G C ross P lains R eview  D ecember 18,1997)
COUNTY COURT

/ Bill Johnson presiding

Misdemeanor Filings
Sieven M. Nail. DWI A. resisting 

arrest.
Jerry Edward Dugan, DWLS A  

possession of marijuana.
Curtis Smythe, TPC (theft of 

property by check).
Gregory Brian Gilman, reckless 

driving.
Wayne Ooidon Coleman, theft
Marion Thomas Dison, DWI.

Misdemeanor Minutes
Motions filed to revoke probations; 

Pat D. Starr, Terry Royal Ratley.
TPC charges dismissed due to res

titution having been made: Emily 
Austin, Naomi Berumen.

Chad Edward Cauthen, possession 
of a protected non-game bird. $150 
fine $142 court costs.

Probations discharged: Timothy 
Ray Doty, Curtis Ray Smythe, Jr., 
Suzanne Jennifer Horn, Thomas 
Edward Ivy.

In the matter of Marion Thomas 
Dison, American Bail Bond allowed 
to withdraw as surety.

In the matter of Scott Allan Dou
glas. SOS Bail Bond allowed to 
withdraw as surety.

MARRIAGE UCENSE
Jayne Louise Brown A  Ronald 

Chsrles Broadus of Clyde.

C r o s s  P lains 
R eview

(USPS 138-660)
DON TABOR, PUBLISHER 
VANDA CREECH, EDITOR 
CROSS PLAINS REVIEW

P o litica l
C a le n d a r

The Cross Plains Review is autho
rized to publish the following po
litical announcements for the Calla
han County office filings in the 
Democratic Primary Election set for 
Tuesday, March 10,1997.
For Callahan Judge 
Winford Hogan

(USPS 138-660) is published 
weekiy on Thursday, for $15.00 
per year within Callahan  
County; $18.00 per year else
where in Texas; $20.00 per 
year out of state. (No foreign 
copies except APO or like ad
dress); by Review Publishing 
Co.. 116 E. 8th St., Cross 
Plains. Texas 76443.

Periodical postage paid at 
Cross Plains, Texas 76443.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to Cross Plains Re
view, P.O. Box 519, Cross 
Plains, Texas 76443. 
Telephone: 1 (254)725-6111 
FAX: 1 (254) 725-7225

^  L i iw n  w ri w ri

M. Ai .̂ paM bjr Pway Ho| 
L 4M .O y*,TX 7fS10

.»7P

For County Clerk 
Jeanie Bohannon
9d.Aiv.H*K̂ OMIiiil.Riipiiii.EDIW.̂ .Bafcil.
1X79904

For County Clerk 
Belinda Davis
Pel. Ad. N . BalM a Davto, «17 V te  Sm . OaM. Tx 
79904

For 42nd D istrict 
Clerk
Georgie Manion
M . Ai. N . k , k t a l i

For County Judge 
Roger Com
M . AA*. N .  k ,  Cm . m  I k  7fS04

All political calendar advertising for 
the Democratic Primary Election is 
payable in advance, at a cost of 
SIOO.CX) A free press release and 
photograph will be published one 
time with each announcement.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
10TH & MAIN CROSS PLAINS (254) 725-7629
Sunday School...... ................................................................ 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship.................................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship...........................................................................6:00 p.m
Wad. Prayer Service......................................................................7:00 p.m.

Or. Jim ODall • pastor • 72S-7SS6 
Jsson Ksmpf • Youth h Music Mlnistor

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9TH & AVE. D CROSS PLAINS
WORSHIP S E R V IC E .............................. 9:30 A.M.
BIBLE C LA S S .........................................10:30 A.M.

Rev. H enry G rubbs, Pastor  
Everyone Welcome

Living Water fMinistries O’eUozusftip
Full Gospel —  Non-Oenomlnallonsl 

Aposiollo
Restoring And Equipping The Saints 

Colleen Anderson Sunday Morning 10O0 a.m.
Maxoy Evans Thursday Evening 6:30 p.m.

For Information Call (2S4) 72S-S600 
1-a00-2S2-362t

a s

BELIEVER’S FELLOWSHIP
Inner-denominational — Evangelical 

EAST HIGHWAY 36
Sunday School............................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................................................................10:45 a.m.
Evening Worship..........................................................................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Family Bible Study......................................... 6:30 p.m.

Bob Wallace, Paator (254) 725-6607

COTTONWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
...... ■ .......... ................ . Gk45 m.ea

Morning Worship............................................................... 11:(X) a.m
Evening Serv ice.................................................................6KX) p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study A Prayer Time.........................7:00 p.m.
Joe Coppinger, Pastor (254) 725-7730 Church 725-6266
_______________ Friendly Church • Bible Teaching

m
■ V ' ^

E.W. 'Jack* DeBusk '
E.W. "Jack" DeBusk, 84, widely- 

know Coleman County farmer- 
rancher. who died unexpectedly at 
his home four miles west of Burkett, 
was laid to rest Sunday afternoon. 
Funeral service was held from the 
Higginbotham Chapel in Cross 
Plains with Dr. Richard Chaffin, 
local United Methodist pastor offi
ciating. Jack Scott, a lifelong friend, 
delivered the eulogy.

Friends crowded the funeral home 
far beyond capacity with scores of 
people standing in the aisles and 
adjoining corridors. Theprxxcssion 
to the Burkett cemetery was re
ported more than a mile in length, as 
friends paid parting respects to a 
man who had been their neighbor 
and friend for generations and was a 
descendant of pioneers who settled 
in this locality more than 100 years 
ago.

Jack DeBusk had been in declining 
health for more than a year but 
continued to live alone after the 
death of his wife three years ago. He 
had planned to visit a cardiologist 
Thursday afternoon and when he 
was late in meeting a nephew who 
was to accompany him, relatives 
drove to his home and found him 
dead in the yard. Oddly, his body 
was only a few steps from the spot 
where his wife had been fatally 
stricken. Death resulted from heart 
problems. He was wearing a pace
maker at the time.

Jack DeBusk was widely known. 
He graduated from Cross Plains 
High School and had been active in 
community and church affairs 
throughout his life. He had been a 
Burkett school trustee, election 
judge for many years and an agri
cultural committee member for 
Coleman County in various phases 
of the federal farm program. He was 
a long-time member and dedicated 
supporter of the United Methodist 
Church.

Survivors are a son, Pat DeBusk 
and wife Suanna of Houston; two 
sisters, Lois Garreu of Cross Plains 
and Jo Davee of Rising Star; two 
grandchildren, Andrew DeBusk and 
wife Cathy, and Amy Gillispie and 
husband Mark, .and one great- 
granddaughter Kirby (Hoover) 
Gillespie, all of Houston.

Pallbearers were Dick Koenig, 
Sam Koenig, Jack Angclcy, Larry 
McAnally, Eddie Joe McAnally, 
Jerry Andis, Dwayne Cunningham 
and Tom Carter.

USDA
Commodities 
Distributed 
Locaily Today
Cenual Texas Opportunities, Inc. 

will disoibute USDA commodities 
at the following site and time:

In Cross Plains Thursday, De
cember 18,1997, from 8:30 a.m. to 
10 a.m. at the Central Texas Op
portunities, Inc. Multi-Purpose 
Center at 701 E. 8ih Street, Cross 
Plains.

Central Texas Opportunities, Inc. 
has no conutrl over what items arc 
available or the quantity of the items. 
All eligible persons will be served 
on a nrst-come, rirst-scrvc basis as 
long as supplies last without regard 
to race, sex, color, national origin, 
political belief, religion, or handi
cap. All eligible persons must bring 
their social security number, their 
own sacks, and must sign for food 
received. You cannot send an au
thorized representative unless you 
are a shut-in not able to pick up your 
owii Raj4. vjW Tna^ air-givarty'- 
needed and appreciated to help with 
this much needed program. If you 
have any questions or wish to vol
unteer your help, please contact 
Margaret Burkhart at (915) 625- 
4167.

Bertha Mae While
I RISING STAR— Bertha Mac 
I White, 88. passed away Tuesday, 
December 10, 1997, in a Brown- 
wood hospital.

Services were held at 1 p.m. Sat
urday in Higginbotham Funeral 
Home Chapel with Dick Williams 
officiating. Graveside services were 
at 3 p.m. in Elmwood Memorial 
Park in Abilene.

Mrs. White was bom in Amity in 
Comanche County and was a 
homemaker. She lived in Abilene 
and Brownwood before moving to 
Rising Star in 1972. She was a 
memberof Orderof the Eastern Star, 
Saturday Club in Rising Star, 
Schubert Music Club in Brown- 
wood and First Baptist Church. She 
was the widow of Horace Edward 
White, whom she married in 1929 in 
May.

Survivors include three sons, H.E. 
White and William A. White, both 
of Austin, and Robert W. White of 
Dallas; one brother, John M. 
Robertson of Comanche; eight 
grandchildren; and two great
grandchildren.

Lida Mae Howard
RISING STAR—Lida Mae 

Howard, 89, of Powder Springs, 
Georgia, and formerly of Rising 
Star, passed away Sunday in a 
Marietta, Georgia hospital.

Services were held at 10 a.m. in 
Rising Star Church of Christ with 
Gary Adams officiating. Burial was 
in Longbranch Cemetery, directed 
by Higginbotham Funeral Home.

Mrs. Howard was bom in Coryell 
County and was a homemaker. She 
moved to Hatboro, Pennsylvania in 
1990 from Rising Star, and Georgia 
in 1993. She was a member of the 
Church of Christ and was the widow 
of Curtis Howard, whom she mar
ried in 1927 in Rising Star.

Survivors include one daughter, 
Betty L. Evans of Powder Springs, 
Georgia; one sister, Virgi Morgan of 
Dumas, Lois Wilkins of Junction 
City, Kansas, and Pauline Howard 
of Rising Star, six grandchildren; 
and eight great-grandchildren.

Ottie Lorene Smith
COMANCHE—Services for Mrs. 

Ottie Lorene Smith, 85, of 
Comanche were at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, December 15, 1997, at 
Comanche Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Kenneth Steele officiating. 
Burial was in Oakwood Cemetery in 
Comanche.

She passed away Sunday, De
cember 14, 1997, at Comanche 
Community Hospital.

Mrs. Smith, who united with the 
Baptist church at the age of 12, was 
a homemaker. She was married to 
William Ory Smith on December 
24,1932, in Comanche.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, three brothers and one sis
ter.

Survivors include her husband, 
Ory Smith of Comanche; four sons, 
Paul Smith of Gustine, Kenneth 
Smith of Hasse, Charles Smith of 
Comanche and Vernon Smith of 
Cross Plains; two daughters, 
Genetha Andrews of Comanche and 
Jcarldinc Kinchcloc of Carthage; 
one sister, Olcta Coker of 
Colleyville; one sistcr-in-law, 
Nadine Parkman of Abilene; 16 
grandchildren; 25 great-grandchil
dren; three great-grcat-grandchil- 
dren; and numerous nieces, neph
ews and friends.

PUTA 
UITLE 
EXTRA 

INTO 
OUR 

BOOTS

> ♦ > Ai *■

tw I I  p t f w S  , j. L  Kw l i J  I I

Dear Editor:

I hope I can say something to all of 
you that will cause you to run as Hab. 
2 Chapter Verse 1 thru 5 tells us to do. 
Also, we are told in 1 Peter Chapter 4 
Verse 4 to think it not strange con
cerning the fiery trials thatcome to try 
us.

My dear friends and loved ones, 
these times are upon us all. We are 
being tried as Job was. He was the 
best God had in the earth then, and the 
church or Christian of today are the 
best now -  so we are going to be uied 
as Job was.

Jesus said He would not put more on 
us than we could bear, but with every 
temptation He would make a way of 
our escape that we might be able to 
bear ii(lsiCor. Chapter 10 Verse 13). 
Oh the goodness and mercy of our 
God.

Dear friends and loved ones, if you 
do not know that your name is written 
in God's book in Heaven, call upon 
Him and He will write it there. No one 
but you can do this.

What am I trying to tell you? Here is 
my answer: Luke Chapter 2 Verse 28 
says "When you see all these things 
coming to pass, look up for your re
demption draweth nigh." It behooves 
us all to be ready.

Your friend and sister in the Lord, 
Sister Ruby McCowen

SeCected
Scriptures

9(ow can a young man 
cCeanse fiis way? *By taf^ng 
h u d  according toyburword. 
(PsaCm 119:9
Paid Advertising —  Irma Miller

Dear Editor:

At present, there is a petition cir
culating to place a curfew on our 
teens. A curfew is only possible if 
there is someone to enforce that cur
few. Most of our kids do have a cur-, 
few and arc in their homes at a rca- 
.sonablc hour. Those kids who arc 
going to get into U'oublc will do so 
regardless of a curfew. Anyone that 
has the mind-set to set a fire to their 
own school, is not going to make the 
decision not to because its "after 
curfew."

What Cross Plains docs need is a 
night watchman, someone who is on 
duty from 11 p.m. until 7 a.m. every 
night patrolling the succLs, "rattling 
door knobs" of businesses and 
checking around the .schtwl. Our 
present pol iceman works mostly days 
and some evenings. If having a po
liceman late night sounds like a better 
solution to you, show your support of 
this idea at the next City Council 
meeting on January 6.

Jana Hinkle

Social Security 
Rep. Schedule 
Announced
A representative from the Sociat 

Security Administration, 209 S. 
Danville Dr., Bldg. A, Abilene, will 
be in Eastland at the Senior Citizcn.s' 
Center on Tuesdays, January 27, 
February 24, and March 24, at 9:30 
a.m.

You can call social .security toll-free 
any weekday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:(X) 
p.m. 1-800-772-1213.
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'• Christm as Crossroads" 1
Where Everyone Comes To Bethlehem 

Will Be Presented 
by

Members and Choir of
First United Methodist Church

At the Local Sanctuary - North Main Street
Sunday, D ecem ber 21 - 6 :30  p.m .

Everyone Is Invited
For mto you is bom this day 

ia Iht city o f Darida Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 
Luke 2:11

KikIiI nttw. uIk'ii V'.i I«<>
H ill 'X inn IV iiit i i i i 'n -  llinm m K  in ii ln^■ Hill 

XMih h iiisl X ) .- .K i sIhixi lli.it v i . i  
i  ;in v \|x n  I :i link- itH in- In mi K i l l  VX inx

J M  Western W ear m
D o w n to w n  C o le m a n  

(9 1 5 ) 6 2 5 -2 4 3 3

? .'QUESTIONS ABOUT ?
?  ?

? HOME .-EQUITY ? 
?? LOANS ?

I

Visit with your Hometown Bankers 
BEFORE you talk to someone who 

has to consult a map to find out 
where Cross Plains is!!

See Ste\e .Mack or Stephen Jamison 
or call us at 254-725-6141.

C IT IZ E N S ST A T E  B A N K
Your Hometown Bank since 1931.

Member FDIC Eqiinl Hnusing Lender ( $ 1

,f '̂
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f COLONIAL OAKS NURSUl  ̂HOME ‘ ;

N EW S
By

LINDA MERRITT
Activity Director

We will be having our Open House 
Christmas Parly for the residents 
Sunday, December 21, at 2:00 p.m. 
Bro. Dwaine Clower and members of 
Pioneer Baptist Church will be pre
senting the program. The Garden 
Club will be providing the refresh
ments for us. All family and friends 
dfe invited to come and help celebrate 
with us.

Thoughts and prayers for Jake 
Green and Myrtle Owen who arc in 
ihc hospital.

L'orena Wright and Allie Dickson 
are looking good with their new 
|icrms.

Minnie Swann was our winner for a 
free meal at Jack's Place. Thanks 
Wanda and Jack.

Appreciation to the Richardson 
family for the candy, chips, and dips.

Bill and Billie Wright from Clyde 
and Vida Balkum visited with Lorena 
Wright.

Mona Wilson from Abilene visited 
with Gertie Powell and Blanche 
Brooks.

Laquetta Rankin, Frankie Smith 
and Angie Clower visited with Falba 
Shofner and Jo Boatright.

Dorothy Welch from Fort Worth

Cross Plains Cemetery 
Association Report

Month of October 1997 
DONATIONS: 1/M of Ressie and 

Rulh Browning by Cliff Browning 
and Regina Parker S100; Wendell & 
Pat Willis SlOO; Earnings added to 
acet. S2.51 TOTAL S202.51 

^ A V E  OPENING PERMITS: 
Lunn's Funeral Home for Larry 
Bishop Service S75 TOTAL $75

Month of November 1997 
DONATIONS & EARNINGS: V

M Sterling Odom by Joyce Odom 
$25; CD Interest payment #7719 
$512.69; Earnings added to acet. 
$1.84 TOTAL $539.53 

GRAVE OPENING PERMITS: 
Heartland Funeral Home Service for 
Jeff Fox $75; Higginbotham Fu
neral Home service for Nell Bowden 
$75; Higginbotham Funeral Home 
Service for Lester Wyatt $75; Lee 
Service - Baird $75; TOTAL $300

i

Folic Acid Helps Prevent Birth 
Defects

Although many women of child-bearing age now know 
that folic acid taken daily can avert birth dcfects,78 
percent still take a risk rather than a multivitamin. The 
brain and spinal cord develop in the first four weeks of 
pregnancy. Women should begin taking folic acid 
before the pregnancy. If women would lake 400 mi
crograms ol lolic acid daily, they could cut the risk of 
birth delects, including spna bifida, by 70 percent.

YoXjr better health is our concern.
NEAL DRUG

PH. (254) 725-6424 
CROSS PLAINS. TEXAS '

BREAKTHRU
By Bob Pipes, preacher 

Cross Plains Church of Christ 
433 N. Main At 12th 

(254)725-6117

Clips, Quips & Comments
By KAY DENNIS MOSLEY
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visited Leila Montgomery.
Broodee Eubank from Austin vis

ited with Bransford Eubank. Visiting 
daily is his wife Eloise.

Violet Edwards and Don and 
LaVem Ballinger from Cisco visited 
Lillie Childers.

Brenton and Bryon McNutt, 
Phinesia and Kristina Chastain was 
here visiting everyone.

Activities during the week were:
Monday: Bingo winners were 

Louise Richardson (3), Falba 
Shofner (2), Minnie Swann (2), Vera 
Belyeu and Dorothy Thomas. Exer
cise class.

Tuesday: Sing-a-long with Bob 
Wallace. Popcorn social and Skip- 
Bo games.

Wednesday: Art class. Exercise 
class.

Thursday: Bingo winners were 
Falba Shofner (2), Vera Belyeu (2). 
Ruby Harrell, Minnie Swann (3) and 
Louise Richardson (2). Skip-Bo 
games.

Friday: Singing with Bob Wallace. 
Sit-down-basketball.

Sunday: Open House.
Jesus is the Gift we all can share.

"VEGETABLES -  ITS 
CHRISTMAS"

If you prefer a vegetarian meal for 
Christmas or just want something 
different a suggested menu follows.

MENU
Hors' Devours -  Ripe olives and 

stuffed green olives on toothpicks, a 
mixed platter of various cheeses and 
snack crackers.

Gazpacho Soup with raw veg
etables

Eggplant in Crust 
Com Casserole 
Julienne Vegetable Medley 
Cranberry Jello with apples 
Hot French Bread or Rolls 
P-nul Bud-Der Kup Choco-Pud- 

ding with cherries 
To prepare the Gazpacho soup, 

either prepare ahead of lime, home
made tomato soup using chicken 
broth as the base or use canned. Be 
sure to chill the soup overnight in the 
refrigerator. The next morning, in a 
huge bowl dice, celery, onions, cu
cumbers, parsley and chopped fresh 
dill to sprinkle atop the chilled to
mato soup before serving.

Eggplant in Crust 
Dip thinly sliced, peeled eggplant 

in milk and coat with 3 parts corn- 
meal, 1 part flour (or use bread 
crumbs), salt and pepper and fry 
until crispy in olive or canola oil.

If you do not like fried eggplant U"y 
Eggplant Oat Marinara cakes. To 
prepare, peel, wash and chop one 
medium eggplant (or 3 zucchini), 
mix with 2 cups uncooked 3 minute 
Oauncal, 3 eggs, salt and pepper to 
taste, tca-spoons parsley flakes and 2 
tablespoons chives and 3/4 cup 
Marinara or Teryaki sauce. Mix and 
form into 2 inch thick patties or 
cakes. If mixture needs more 
thickening to form patties, add a 
small amount of wheat flour. Place 
in a refrigerator and leave overnight. 
(.After 4 hours turn and add more 
sauce.) When preparing the next 
days meal, place dish in 350 degree 
oven about 45 minutes and bake 
until crispy.

Com Casserole see Column of

♦ Who is this Jesus over whom so many get especially excited around this time 
o^ear? People's thoughts usually center around His birth, conceived of the Holy 
S^rit of God, born of a virgin, Mary, named Jesus, meaning ‘Savior,’  for He was 
tcr’save His people from their sins,’ Matthew 1:21. But His name was also 
’ Immanuel,’ which translated, is ’ God with us," verse 23. The writer of Hebrews 
s?id it well: ’ God, who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past to 
th j fathers by the prdphets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom 
H( has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds, who 
b^lng the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and 
ujliolding all things by the word of His power, when He had Himself purged our sms, 
s ^  down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much better 
t t f  n the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
ttif y. For to which of the angels did He ever say: 'You are My Son, today I have 
b a tte n  You'?’ (Hebrews 1:1-5)

'Le t's  see now: 1) He's’ God with us, the express image ol His person;’ 2) Heir 
0^11 things; 3) The One through whom the world was made; 4) The Puiger of our 
sijs; 5) Higher than the angels -  at the Father's right hand; 6) God's Son! And the 
li^could go on and on...

j  We remember Jesus' death each Sunday in the Lord's Supper, and ’proclaim 
ih | I ord's death till He comes,’ I Corinthians 1126. and we thank God for His birih^ 

, rtf fb* ttaogc .■«»- a ss^  B B a r^ i ’Rrencootage otnere (tf
ddHhesame Willyou'^

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
Sunday Morning Worship .

9 45 am 
10"45 am

Sunday Evening Worship . 6:00 p.m
Wed Evening Bible Study ....7:00 p m

Friends A Neighbors Caring In Jesus

November 20 for recipe.
Juliene Vegetable Medley-Cui 

Juliene style, one sweet potato or 
yam, two carrots, 2 medium or 3 
small zucchinis, 2 yellow squash, 
one medium Jicama, 1/2 an onion, 1 
cup green beans-splil, 1 can of 
mushroom slices, 3 new potaioeSj 
and 1 cup each, green, red and yel
low bell peppers. Add salt and 
pepper and saute until tender in a 
large skillet using canola oil. After 
first 5 minutes or cooking, add 1/2 
cup crushed dried mint leaves, and 
one tablespoon Tarragon, finishing 
with 1/2 cup pineapple juice. Serve 
warm.

Cranberry Jello with cooked fresh 
apples.

Peel, slice and cook 10 to 12 red 
delicious or Gala apples in a small 
amount of water or applcjuice, until 
just lender. Remove from heat. 
Open one package cranberry jello 
and pour contents directly into the 
cooked apples. Stir until Jello 
completely dissolves. If you prefer 
you may also add 1 iables{X)on cin
namon. Is delicious served hot. Or 
serve congealed as a delicious al
ternative to cranberry sauce. If you 
wish you can use sugar free Jello and 
will have a heart healthy dish. 
Simply pour into your favorite mold 
and chill.

P-nui Bud-Dcr Kup Choco Pud
ding with Cherries 

Purchase one large package Va
nilla wafers. Spread P-nut butter 
between 2 wafers until all wafers 
have been used. In bottom of a glass 
casserole or bowl; layer wafers 
(with P-nut butter) until bottom of 
bowl is covered. Pour overall 1/4 of 
instant Chocolate pudding (which 
you have just made), then sprinkle 
10 Maraschino cherries overall, 
continue with 3 more layers ending 
with pudding. You can use sugar 
free pudding if you so desire. Place 
in refrigerator tochill overnight. To 
serve, place in individual dessert 
dishes and lop with Kool Whip or 
other whipped topping.

Whatever our holiday choices. 
Merry Christmas and Mucho 
Gusioll

r = BURKETT NEWS
By

LOVERA STRICKLAND

For the Thanksgiving holidays Bob 
and Beth K leiher had Cody and Dawn 
Hill of Farwell; Mall and Emma 
McKinney, Alice and Kevin of 
Goldsboro; and Steve and Amber 
Kleiber and Btenna of Burkett Sat
urday they shared Thanksgiving 
dinner with Low and Liz GoLson of 
Burkett; Pete and Carlenc Golson and

Marley of Rankin; Michele 
Wilkowich, Kelsey and Logan of 
Coleman; Misty Golson and Milch of 
San Angelo; Tim and Suzanne Gol
son, Tyler and Lauren of Coleman.

Jon and Malt Turney of the Whon 
Community and Daniel Strickland 
spent Saturday and Sunday visiting 
Jack and Lovera Strickland.

W ANT ON THE INTERNET?
Coleman County Telecommunications 

Web-Access
Unlimited Hours $19.95 per month 

Call Vanda or Deborah For Details
At The

Cross Plains Review
(254) 725-6111

II  Christmas Open House
I &
£ Aromatherapy WorkshopII The Secret Garden
j |  124 E. 7th, Cfoss Plains

(yellow house 1 hlk cast of City Hall)

(254) 725-7362
Join us for workshops at 11 a.m,, 1, 3 & 5 p.m. 

Cost$15.(X)
Finish you holiday shopping with us and receive 

10% discount store wide.
For your shopping convenience we will be open 

Mon. & Tues. December 22 & 23 
VJs, **Hl be ’̂ TOseu L>ec.'24^an. ^

Re-open Jan. 10

H appy Holidays!

SPECIAL GUEST — Charlie (Jrider. (rightl, Callahan County 
Commissioner for Precinct 4,\vasguestof.l<»e Hanke (left) for last week's 
Kiwanis meeting. Eolhming lunch Grider spoke relating information 
about current activities in the county. The Kiwanis Club meets each 
Tuesday at ntHtn at the local Dairy Queen.

The Kiwanis Club of Cross 
Plains expresses genuine 

appreciation to the community 
for its support of the recent 

Christmas program, especially 
to the merchants and 

individuals providing gifts; 
CPHS Band and others 

involved.

1 0 1 0 0 J[hV /
wU:-

ARISTA BLAZE SMITH 
BIRTH ANNOUNCED M

Ricky Lee and Stacy Smith of Malakoff would like to announce 
the birth of a daughter. Arista Blaze Smith, born Monday. 
November 3,1997, at St. Frances Hospital in Tyler. She weighed 
7 pounds, 6 ounces and was 20 1/4 inches long.

She was welcomed home by her 3 1/2 year old brother, Chase, 
and a niece. Holly Smith.

Her malcmal grandparents arc Jim and Ann Bjork of Hunts
ville, Alabama. Paternal grandparents arc Ricky Wayne Smith ol 
l..ake Brownwood and Sheryl Holt of Malakoff.

Greal-grandparcnts arc W.L. and Doris Renfro of Malakoff and 
Carl and Been Smith of Lake Brownwood.

Grcal-greai-grandfathcr is A.B. Foster of Cross Plains.

m
■kM

^



JV Girls
Basketball
Summary

By COACH MIKE 
CAVENDER

The JV girls had a tough week 
playing Panther C re^  JV on Tues
day and competing in the Panther
Creek Varsity Tournament on 
Thursday and Friday.

The girls lost to Panther Creek JV 
on Tuesday 28 to 24. Scoring the 
points were Christy Beaty with 10, 
Brandy Hutton with 7, LeaJean 
Wyatt with 6 and Stephanie 
Childress added I.

The girls traveled to Panther Creek 
for the tournament on Thursday 
losing to Panther Creeks Varsity by 
a score of 49 to IS. Later that night, 
they lost to the Bangs JV 23 to 14, 
and on Friday they played Panther 
Creekagain losingbyascoreof44to 
25. Through the course of these 4 
games iliesc kids faced a great deal 
of adversity and I'm proud of the way 
they handled it. If we could have 
shot the ball a little better from the 
field and the free throw line a couple 
of those games could have had dif
ferent outcomes. Scoring summary 
for the tournament was Christy 
Beaty 4, LeaJean Wyatt 14, Brandy 
Hutton 19, Stephanie Childress 2, 
Jessica Childers 2, Nikki Bushnell 9, 
and Hutch 4.

Jr. High Girls 
B-ball

By COACH MIKE 
CAVENDER

On Monday, we traveled to Santa 
Anna for two games.

The 7th grade gold team was de
feated by Santa Anna 59 to 7. Falon, 
Judith and Wendy each scored 2 
points, Marion added I point to 
round out the scoring.

The 8th grade purple team won by 
a score of 52 to 18 in the second ball 
game. Candice lead all scorers with 
25 points, Sarah added 12 more, 
Sheena contributed 10 points, Erin 
with 3 points and Amanda finished 
with 2.

On Saturday, the 8th grade purple 
team traveled back to Santa Anna for 
a 1 day, 2 game tournament. In the 
fust game we defeated Gorman 34 to 
20. In the second game we lost a 
close one to blanket 32 to 31. By 
defeating Gorman in the 1st round 
and losing by 1 to Blanket in the 
finals, the girls finished 2nd in the 
tournament.

Scoring summary for both games 
Candice 26, Sheena 15, Sarah 11, 
Emily 6, Erin 2, Amanda 3, 
Stephanie 2. After 6 complete 
games the 8th grade season record 
stands at 3 and 3.

Buffalo Basketball Update
Lady Buffs Win Rough 
Creek Classic

By COACH MIKE 
CAVENDER

On Tuesday, the Lady Buffs beat 
Panther Creek 60 to 25 in a very 
emotional win. Leading the scoring 
was Laura Ricci with 31 points, 
Jolena Fleming 6, Hdly Butler 6, 
Jennifer Turner 7, Candice Francy 4, 
Mindy Mitchell 4, Brandi Richey 2. 
Our shooting was tremendous at 59 
percent from the field and 6-8 from 
the line for 75 percent Our defense 
was outstanding. This was our best 
performance of the season on both 
sides of the ball.

On Thursday, we traveled to the 
Rough Creek Classic Tournament at 
Novice playing Paint Rock in the 
first round defeating them by a score 
of 55 to 13. On Friday, we beat the

home team Novice. The finals on 
Saturday found us playing our old 
rivals in Baird. We defeated Baird 
for the championship 52 to 36. 
Scoring summary for the tourna
ment was Laura Ricci 46, Brandy 
Richey 17, Holly Butler 25, Jennifer 
turner 20, Candice Francy 16, 
Mindy Mitchell 20, and Jolena 
Fleming 33. Laura Ricci was named 
the tournament MVP and Jolena 
Fleming was named to the All- 
Tournament Team.

We're playing some great basket
ball right now and these kids raised 
their level of play to keep our pro
gram where it belongs. There are a 
lot of positive things happening in 
Cross Plains, we just need to find 
them and support them. The season 
record for the Lady Buffs stands at 
12-0.

Freshman Girls Play 
Coleman

By COACH MIKE 
CAVENDER

On Monday the Freshman girls 
played Coleman here in the new 
gym. The final score was 55 to 25 
with Coleman coming out on top. 
Late in the game the score was 35 to 
25 and we were still in the game. The 
last 5 minutes of the 4th quarter 
really hurt our chances.

CPISD Board 
of Trustees 
Met
Wednesday

The Board of Trustees of the Cross 
Plains School District held a regular 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the high 
school faculty wortc room Wednes
day, Decembtf 17.

The following agenda was ad
dressed:

1. Open Forum
2. Minutes
3. Disgruntled Parent on Excessive 

Absences
4. Report on Texas Education 

Agency School Repon Card (AEIS)
5. Act on Insurance Policies
6. Executive Session (if needed)
7. Action to Follow Executive Ses

sion
8. Adjourn.

C a re fu l d ia g n o s is
HOUSTON—Iitattentive and hy

peractive children do not necessarily 
have attention deficit hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD).

"Diagnosing ADHD requires test
ing and careful evaluation of a 
child's behavior," said Dr. Diane 
Treadwell-Deering, a child psy
chiatrist at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston and a special
ist at Texas Children's Hospital's 
L.caming Support Center.

ADHD, characterized by short at
tention span, distraction, impul
siveness, aggressiveness and con
stant attention-gating behavior, is a 
biological disorder present at birth. 
Symptoms, often recognized by 
day-care or first-grade teachers, 
must be present by age 7 for classi
fication as ADHD.

"Clinical experience and testing 
helps us determine whether the 
symptoms and behaviors are abnor
mal lor a child's age and develop
mental stage," Trcadwcll-Dccring 
siiid.

Diagnosis involves obtaining in
formation about the child's habits 
and life-style from teachers, parents 
and other adults. Specific tests u> 

"IlCrcrrinTirMciflioifspaili, impufsiv^ 
ity and how a child appmaches 

‘academic tasks arc given.
Hiysiciansulso rulcoulconditions 

that tan have similar symptoms such 
i“ I' iirning di^abl!; ;̂v.,, dcprrv-on.

anxiety, obsessive-compulsive dis
order or petit mal seizures.

Once diagnosed, there arc several 
medication choices.

"Stimulants, such as Ritalin, 
dcxadrinc, Cylert and Addcrall, arc 
most often prescribed for attention 
span and concentration problems," 
Trcadwell-Dcering said. "Medica
tion choices often depend on the 
child's main symptoms."

Other medications, such as tricy
clic antidepressants and clonidinc, 
con be given in combination with 
stimulants arc not effective. 
Wcllbulrin may be prescribed when 
a child has ADHD and depression.

Trcadwcll-Dccring recommends 
structuring the environment in a way 
that helps the child concentrate and 
pay attention. She suggests the fol
lowing techniques;

* Getting a child's attention when 
giving instructions -  make eye 
contact, touch his arm or shoulder.

* Giving clear, explicit and short 
instructions rather than a long list. 
Not "go clean your room," but "go 
put your books on the shelf."

* Making the child repeat in
structions.

Civiffg iTwntlbri list oT verflal 
instructions supptKtcd hy something 
written -  like a chore chart.

"Most of these techniques work 
well for all kids and especially well 
for children with ADHD," she .said.

Scoring the points were Hutch 
with 11, Jennifer H. with 6, Amber 
W. with 4, Ashley H. with 3 and Toni 
Mae with 1. These kids are gaining 
valuable experience through these 
freshmen games that will pay off in 
the future.

They are having to play 2A, 3A, 
and4 A teams, because you normally 
don't find freshman games in class 
A.

By GREG TURNER

The Buffaloes opened their basket
ball season at home on November 25 
against Huckabay. Cross Plains came 
into this game with no practice and 
did a pretty good job against a team 
who plays only basketball. The Buffs 
lost the game by one a basket 46-44. 
Huckabay is a team who scores 80 to 
90 points per game and good defense 
kept the score down. Huckabay's 
coach stated that he would hate to 
play Cross Plains after a couple of 
weeks practice. Scoring for the Buf
faloes were Joseph Turner 9, Jody 
Pancake 7, Jarad Richards 7, Bcnji 
Blackstock 6, Dusty Hargrove 6, 
Coby Richards 5 and Ziich Edington 
4.

The next week found ihc Bulls 
traveling to Gorman for the Peanut 
Classic Tournament. This was a 
round robin type where all teams 
played each other once. Cross Plains 
started out with May, winning the 
game by 12 - Cross Plains 54 - May 
42. The Buffs didn't shoot well this 
game with only 27 percent from the 
free throw and 31 percent from the 2 
point range, but they scored 30 per
cent from the 3 point range. Turner 
led the scoring with 17 points and 
Blackstock followed close with 13 
points.

Cross Plains played the Panthers 
from Gorman again to find the win
ning column. Our team played well 
and good hustling was the name of the 
game. The Buffs shot better from the 
free throw with 50 percent -  a percent 
that still need to inch up every game. 
Scoring for the Buffaloes were

Edington with 16 points and Turner
10.

The team played Gustine next. 
There were several highlights during 
this game -  a season high of 20 assists 
and a low of 7 turnovers. The Buffs 
also shot 59 percent free throws and 
40 percent 2 point range. Cross Plains 
took the win by 42 points 67-25. 
Scoring was led by Turner with 18 
points, Blackstock 14 and Edington 
10.
The final game of the tournament 

paired the two unbeaien teams. Cross 
Plains and Rising Star. The Wildcats 
had been playing well throughout Ihc 
tourney and led up to a good match. 
The Buffs jumped out well in the 1st 
quarter with a 6 point lead and by 
halftime suetched the lead to 16. The 
Buffaloes continued to outscore Ris
ing Star adding another 14 points in 
the 4ih quaner. Cross Plains won the 
game and the Peanut Classic Tour
nament with a score of 75-40. 
Edington led the scoring with 12 
points, Blackstock 10 and Scott Ricci 
10.
Joseph Turner was named Most 

Valuable Player with 56 total points; 
Zuch Edington All Tournament 45 
points; Jarad Richards All Tourna
ment 18 points; Benji Blackstock 46 
points; Dusty Hargrove 23 points; 
Scott Ricci 18 points; Jody P ^ a k c  
18; Nathaniel Swift 14 points; and 
Coby Richards 10 points.

Cross Plains played the Lohn 
Eagles at the Buffalo Basketball 
Complex on December 9. Again, hot 
shooting beat Lohn by a margin of 12 
points. Turner came out shooting 3 
pointers, hitting 5 of 7 on the nighL 
Blackstock also had a good game

scoring 15. The Buffs took the win 
58-46. Turner led with 25 points; 
Blackstock 15; Nathaniel Swift 5; 
Ricci 4; C. Richards 4; J. Richards 3; 
and Sam Nixon 2.

C.P. traveled to Novice for the 
Rough Creek Classic Tournament 
and the first game was against Paint 
Rock. The Buffs took the win 56-18. 
Turner made 24 points and 
Blackstock 12. The Buffs went 1(X) 
percent from the free throw line.

The Buffs played Novice in the 
semi-finals outscoring them 31 
points with a final score of 65-34. 
This plaixd them in the finals to meet 
Santa Anna. Scoring was J. Riclvirds 
21 (made the last 3 points at the 
buzzer - good shot); Turner 20; and 
Blackstock 19.

The Buffaloes frustrated the 
Mountaineers with good defensive 
play, taking them out of their game 
plan totally in the champion.ship 
game. The Buffs took their second 
tournament championship defeating 
Santa Anna 60-36. Scoring was 
Turner 25, BkK'kstock 15 and Swift 
10.

Scoring totals for this tournament (3 
games) were: Joseph Turner 69 Most 
Valuable Player; Bcnji Blackstock46 
All Tournament; Jarad R ichards 30; 
Nathaniel Swift 12; Scott Ricci 10; 
Sam Nixon 8; and Coby Richards 4.

The Cross Plains B uffalucs arc now 
8-1 on the year and have been play ing 
well. I hope everyone can come out 
and catch the fever and cxc itement of 
the games.

See you at the games!!!

B A Y E R  M O T O R  C O .
Comanche, Texas

««324
1004 Chovrolot Cavalier

4 door, 33,000 mil**
$151.32/mo.****

56.000 Cash Price 

*9149
1896 Pontiac Grand Am

4 dnor. loadod

$233.71/mo;**
112.000 Caeh Price 

#8705
1995 CMC S*15 Jimmy 
2 door, V-6, loaded, auto.
$290.16/mo*'»*
$14,500 Cath Price

•8054
1994 Chovrolot S/4 ton Silverado

Rog. Cab, 4x4
$299.90/mo.*—*

$14,850 Caeh Price 

•8834
1995 Oldsmobile Cutlass Cicra

4 door
$164.58/mo/**’*

$9,000 Cash Price 

•9284
1996 Oldamoblle Achieve

4 drier, V«6, eute
$207.15/mo.**
$10,750 C*«h Pric<

1995 Chevrolet Suburban 
Loadod. 28.000 miltt, 1/2 ton

$494.35/mo***
$24,000 Cash Price

#9564
1993 Chevrolet Lum ina 

V-6, auto, loaded
$195.66/nio. •*•••

$840^ C a^  Price 

•6 /6 2
1993 Chevrolet 1/2 ton Ext. Cab 

loaded. V-6,6-tp«td
$275.09/mo.****'*'

$12,700 Cash Price 

•9671
1993 Chev. 1 ton Ext. Cab 

Silverado 
950 V-8, auto, loadtd

$340.92/mo.****'*
$15.500C a^ Price 

•9966
1997 Chevy 1/2 Ton Pickup

V6. S-tp*«d, 23.000 m ilt i

$239.20/mo.*
$14,800.00 Caah Price

•9737
1995 Dodge 1/2 ton Pickup 

V-6, au'.n, low milti
$268.67/mo.***

$19,600 Cash Price

•797? '
1990 Oldamoblle Cutlaaa Ciera 

4 d9or
$223.09/mo.**

$11,500.00 Cash Price

•9064
1906 Chevrolet Lumina 

V.6, Loadad
$233.71/mo.**

$12,000.00 Caah Price

#7048
1994 Chev. Corsica 

4 cyi., auto
$152J$3/mo. ••••

Cash Prke

~19i^Ch«v^/4 Uin Kxt. Cab 4x4 
.Silverado #7957 

3 SO, auto, loaded

$356.69/mo.» 
ii'L

• 10081
1996 Chevy S-10 Pickup 

4 cylinder, 5-spccd
$169.97/mo.’**

$9,000 Caah Price 

#9772
1993 Mazada B2200 P.U.

4 eyl., 5 ip. - NICE
$138.72/mo.**'»**

$6,900.00 Caah Price

•9476
1905 Ford R a g |^ r  Super Cab 

4 cyi., S ip., low milai

$212.78/mo.***
$ ^ 9 0 0.00 Caah Price

1995 liuxu P.U.
4 ey|., 6 *p., low niilti

$159.05/mo.***
^,400.00 Cash Price

•1942
1998 Pontiac Sunfir* 

4 dr., auto, low mitaa
$233.71/mo.**

$12^0 .00  Caah Price

WE HAVE IN STOCK LATE MODEL SUBURBANS, TAHOES & PICKUPS.
$1,000 down-f TT & L with approved credit

•1997 10% fiO nios. ••1996 10.5% 60 nios. •••1995 10.75% 60 mos. ♦•♦♦1994 10.9% 54 nios. 
•••••1 9 9 3  11.5% 4S moi. ••••••1 9 9 2  11.9% 42 mo*.

Call Dale Bishop
1-800-968-1877 or 1-800-843-5230
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Kdilor's Note: The following was 
>riucn by Carlurn Stowers and ap- 
’ixiarcd in the Houston Chronicle. 
Bonnie Rogers of Cross Plains 
brought the article by and felt that 
kx.al residenLs would enjoy reading 
ii. Vanda Creech

I

I Many youngsters of my generation 
’ (looked upon the oudaw exploits of 

■ ■ vbuch legendary figuresas Pretty Boy 
rioyd, Bonnie and Clyde, and Ma 

' ,  > Barker and her boys with a skewed 
I , .vsort of awe. Not that we wanted to 
11 '4;row up to be notorious bank rob- 
J( hers or be chased by the law, mind 

' . -you. But in that pre-tabloid time,
' ■ ‘they were the titillating stuff of ro

mantic legend, their lives and crimi- 
inal deeds chronicled on the front 

i ' pages of our daily papers and in 
wcasional B-movies. We followed 

r, .  (heir trails with the same enthusiasm 
ii>ve attached to collection baseball 
I cards.

i •, But in the hard scrabble West 
Texas of my youth, I listened as my 

,ciders talked of a family of brothers 
whose exploits put all others to 

. shame. They were the homegrown 
, ; Newton Boys. If the stories I heard 
p were true, they robed half the banks 
,. in the country, making off with gi

gantic sums of money while - 
. gentlemen that they were - never 

once killing anyone. They drove fast 
, cars, carried out their crimes with 

great planning and nerve, and dc- 
.served to be li.stcd among the most 
notorious outlaws of their lime.

, Yet the Newton Boys never re
ceived their just place in the annals 

. ,,of criminal hi.siory. Those of us with 
,lhe provincial mind-set that de- 

, ,manded that our bank robbers be 
, (duly recognized grumbled over the 

short shrift given the local boys.
Only now, decades after their glory 

days, will the world come to know 
Willis, Dock, Jess and Joe Newton. 
They finally came to the attention of 
a retired San Antonio-based Life 

, ^magazine writer named Claude 
J'Slanush and a gifted Austin movie 
•xlirector named Riebard Linklatcr.
»Through their efforts, the Newtons 

'\a ic  to be poruayed soon on the btg  ̂
Licrccn in the S2Qntiilion ,

'•f^on Boys, Klarring a wEo’s wtoljr*
•*^oung Hollywtxxl stars

This spring, the movie will reach
Theaters nationwide. It is based on

•J'thc Stale House Press oral history of 
' j  the brothers'Texas-to-Canadacrime 
»*'sprce. The Newton Boys: Portrait of 
/^'an Outlaw Gang, which Slanush co-

' authored after lengthy confessionals
♦ from Willis and Joe Newton. It will

'^.slar Texan Matthew McConaughey 
Vfis Willis, Ethan Hawke as Jess, 
‘^-.Vincent D'Onofrio as Dock and 
■^kcci Ulrich as Joe.

Finally, the story that has fasci-
tjialcd me for a lifetime will emerge 

'l/rom  history's footnotes, 
f  It was a lime when the Republican 
« Party was enthusiastically endors- 
I'ing a Calvin Coolidge plaUbrm. A 
.Pwavy-haired young.sler named Gene 
^^l unney was being gnxjmcd as the 
^■ntexi heavyweight champion of the 
t'world. The Depression was somc- 

*J'thing that could never happen in a 
^Vplace like America. The Jazz Age 

had spilled merrily into the Roaring
3  m
wT And, on the evening of June 13,

1924, Engine No. .S? of the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul Express lelt 

^  Union Station with nine mail and 
3  iwoexpressshipmenlcarsinlow. In
>  less than two hours it would find its 

place in history and in the folklore of
^  my hometown storytellers.

As it slowed for the hamlet of
Rondout, HI., just outside Chicago,
the Newtons prepared to stage the

% richest train robbery in American 
hisiorv In a matter ol minutes thehistory.

*r holdup men accompninied by an 
J,* Oklahoma cowboy named Brent

Glasscock (portrayed m the movie
^9 by country singer/actor Dwight

,S

^  Yoakam) and Chicago postal in 
spector Bill F-ithay, had gathered S3 
million in cash, slocks, Nmds and 
uncut diamonds.

Months of pireparalion had gone 
into the robbery. Willis and Jess 

*• Newton and Glasscock had boartled 
the' train in riiicago, posing as rail 

^  road enifiloyccs. I hey climbed lo- 
*^ward the engine m time to order the 

cngiiia’r to slop the tram at a pre
determined spot known as Buckley 
Hiiiiil Th'' ^
Newton to take his position on I(H)I,

^  (list outside the lead mad car while 
others entered and liKated the 

(loiichcs (.oiitainiiig money and
•* le’vcls

There was, however, a hitch in the 
plan. The train crept another hun
dred yards down the track before the 
engineer brought it to a complete 
stop. Dock ran alongside the mail 
car so that he might be at his ap
pointed position. Irritated |?y this 
departure from the plan, he shouted 
toward a figure stepping from the 
rear of the train: "Hey, what the hell’s 
going on?"

He was answered by five gunshots, 
whichhithiminthejaw,arms,hands 
and side. Before he could aim the 
shotgun he carried, he fell to the 
cinders, unconscious.

Only after the robbery was com
pleted and the outlaws were pre
paring to make their getaway did 
they notice that Dock was missing. 
His crumpled body was quickly lo
cated. Not even bothering to pick up 
his hat, which lay nearby, his 
brothers lifted him into the back scat 
of one of the two cars that waited to 
speed them from the scene of the 
historic crime.

It had been Glasscock, startled by 
Dock and more than slightly un
nerved by the situation, who had 
fired the shots.

Close to death as he rode in the 
back scat of the car for two days and 
nights. Dock's condition was to be 
the gang's downfall. Gangrene set 
into his jaw, and it was obvious that 
without the attention of a doctor he 
would never live to spend any of the 
fortune that had been so quickly 
accumulated. Thus his brothers took 
him to the Chicago address of an 
underworld doctor, who removed 
part of Dock's infected jawbone and 
mended his other wounds.

Other underworld figures were 
questioned repeatedly by Chicago 
authorities. They became irritated 
with the accusations that they were 
involved in the train robbery and be
gan suggesting that "that shot-up guy 
over on North Washtenaw Avenue 
might be able to tell you what hap
pened."

As a result the gang was appre
hended. The stolen money and fruit 
jars filled with uncut diamonds were 
jtelumed in exchange for lenient sen- 
. rchcGs. Fahay, the postal inspector 
wH6‘ was the robbery's architect and 
inside man, received a 25-year sen
tence. Willis and Dock Newton were 
sentenced to 12 years in 
Leavenworth, as was Glasscock. Joe 
received a three-year term. i 

Jess, the youngest of the brothers, 
would ultimately receive a short 
sentence behind bars, but only after 
Icadi ng I aw enforcement officers on a 
merry, winding chase.

Says Stanush; "Jess was the only 
one not arrested, and he look off to 
Texas with some of the money they'd 
taken from the train. He apparently 
hid out in San Antonio for a time and 
one e veni ng, after gelling quite drunk 
in a bar, hired a cab driver to take him 
somewhere out in the country, where 
he supposedly buried something like 
S35,(XX).

"According to the stories his 
brothers told me, Jess woke up the 
next day and, applying more sober 
reasoning, decided to retrieve the 
money and take it into Mexico with 
him. Trouble was, he couldn't re
member where he'd buried it. And 
when he finally located the Mexican 
cab driver, the guy who had taken him 
to the location west of town, he 
couldn't remember either. 'I was very 
drunk, too,' the driver explained." 

The money was never l(x;aicd. 
Ultimately, authorities were able to 

tract Jess to Picrlras Negras, a city in 
norihcasicm Mexico near the Texas 
border, where he spent most of his 
lime drinking tequila and entertain
ing kx;als with storiesof his talents as 
a bronc rider. Since no extradition 
agreement existed between U.S. and 
Mexican authorities, the federal 
agent who had located Jess had to 
resort to a devious plan to lure him 
back into the United Stales.

Alter several nights of drinking 
bouts with the unsuspecting Newton, 
the. agent noted that there was a rtxleo 
upcoming just across the border in 
Del Rio. It would feature a horse ihtii 
no man had successfully ridden.

"I damn sure can," Jess announced 
1 he agent oflered a wager of S5(K), 

which the brash Newton quickly jic 
ccpicd.

Ihc following day, as he entered the 
-piwirrid-i a lfn)k*af ilid"

renegade horse, the agent placed him 
in handculls. Jess would serve a year 
and a day lor his part in the Illinois 
irairi robbery.

"The reason he got such a light 
sentence," says Stanush, "was the fact 
he'd never been in any trouble before 
and because of the sympathetic tes
timony of the engineer at his trial. He 
recalled that when Jess had ap
proached him with demands to stop 
tile train, he'd smiled, shook his head, 
and said, 'Isn't this a helluva way to 
make a living?’"

Back in Texas, bankers breathed a 
sigh of relief at news that the Newton 
gang was finally behind bars. So 
widespread had their reputation be
come that they were routinely cred
ited with robbing banks they had 
never even heard of. On more than 
one occasion they had been reported 
in two places at one time - a certain 
mark of notoriety.

Such were the stories I pursued once 
I became a young journalist, digging 
through lime weathered counhou.se 
records, old news clips and listening 
to tales spun by those who had known 
and chased after the Newtons.

It was left for author Stanush to 
provide details of the Newtons' up
bringing, to offer some hint of why 
they turned to their lives of crime. 
Bom near the Callahan County 
farming cuiiuiiunily of Cottonwood, 
their father was a sharecrop farmer 
who constantly moved from one 
dusty patch of land to the next.

"People said my daddy (Jim New
ton) was a good man," Willis told 
Stanush. "They just never said what 
he was good for. He was what folks 
called a cyclone farmer, blowing all 
over the county, always looking for 
something better than what he had."

His mother, Janetta Pecos Newton, 
worked miracles to keep food on the 
table and outfit her 11 children in 
homemade clothing. When the seal 
of fourth grader Willis' pants finally 
frayed beyond the ability of his 
mother to repair, he avoided further 
embarrassment by simply dropping 
out of school. Soon his brothers fol
lowed suit.

While the other children learned 
their multiplication tables and verb 
conjugations, the Newton boys grew 
up working in the cotton fields with 
their father. To escape the tedious 
work and dreary farm life, they oc
casionally hid out in boxcars and rode 
uains to such exotic places as Cross 
Plains, Big Spring and Abilene for a 
sample of big city life. The Newton 
boys were touched by wanderlu.si and 
an affection for bright lights early on.

Though official records revealed 
amazingly few depositions against 
them, they were generally credited by 
newspaper and historians with bank 
robberies in such Texas outposts as 
Winters, Coleman, Waxahachie, San 
Marcos, Boeme and New Braunfels, 
as well as throughout the Midwest 
and into Canada. Stanush credits the 
gang with 60 bank robberies; Willis 
claimed an additional 20. They hitsix 
trains'm  all, practicing for the 
multimillion dollar Illinois robbery 
by holding up mail trains near 
Denison, Bells and Texarkana.

As colorful as they were daring, the 
Newtons thrived in the public 
imagination, bridging the Old Wc.sl 
oudaw and the gangsters of the Al 
Capone era. The Newtons nxic 
horses and drove Cadillacs. They 
wore cowboy boots and diamond 
stickpins.

What Linklatcr has fashioned, ac
cording to publicity releases, is a 
similar hybrid: a Western-gangster 
movie, the character study of a family 
of young men who robbed bank s as an 
alternative to long, brain-bak ing days 
in the Texas cotton fields.

"The reason people haven't heard 
much about the Newton gang," actor 
Hawke recently suggested to a galli
cring of press on kx;alion, "is Iveause 
they never killed anybrnly. They 
weren't a bunch of thugs. Robbing 
hanks and trains was just their busi
ness - and they seemed to have fun 
doing it."

In lime, apprehension of the gtuig 
txxamc an obsession with Texas law 
enforcement officials. The public, on 
the v)lhcr hand, wagered they would 
never be caught. The Newton boys, 
|H)pular theory had it, were uh) cun
ning, their cars Uk) fast. They spent 
weeks, sometimes months, planning 
each robbery, were careful to cut 
telephone and telegraph wires, used 
nitroglycerine to blow safes - mcih-

also blew the entire front wall cf the 
bank into the street 

Following the robbery of the Win
ters National Bank, word quickly 
reached nearby Ballinger that one of 
the Newtons had been killed in a 
shootout during their getaway. A 
sheriffs deputy had chased a member 
of the gang as far as the community of 
Buffalo Gap and shot hiih in a 
downtown gun battle. He quickly 
sent word back to the Runnels County 
scut that he had killed Jess Newton 
and was returning the body for all to 
sec.

Later that day the body was placed 
on a slab on the courthouse lawn so 
that townspeople might be afforded a 
view of one of the region's most no
torious robbers.

J.P. Clifton, a Ballinger resident 
who had grown up with the Newtons 
near Cross Plains, was summoned to 
identify the body.

Clifton, the son of a former Texas 
Ranger, was residing in a rest home 
back in the late '70s when 1 visited 
him to hear his recollection: "They 
came and got me and said they'd shot 
Jess and wanted me to come and of
ficially identify him. We went down 
to the courthouse, where people were 
milling around everywhere. The fella 
they had shot was heavy set and bald.
I told them right quick that it wasn't 
Jess Newton.

"Sometime before dark, Willis 
Newton came driving into town, big 
as life (there was no proof that he had 
been involved in the robbery, so he 
was safe from arrest), and went over 
and looked at the body. He told the 
sheriff that he thought the guy's name 
was Ingram but that he wasn't sure 
what his first name was.

"The sheriff asked Willis what he 
should do with the body and of Willis 
just looked down al it for a few sec
onds and then said, 'You can throw 
the SOB in the Colorado River for all 
I care.' And with that he left town."

Jess Newton, the man who had 
caused such a furor on that day in 
1917, died of cancer in 1960.
Clifton was not among those who 

remembered the Newton boys 
kindly. They had grown up together 
in .W ^  Texas, and he'd had more 
than his share of run-ins with the 
brothers. "They wee meaner than 
hell," he recalled.

"We were at a dance one night, and 
I'd just bought me some new clothes 
at a store over in Cross Plains - a 
couple of pairs of pants and a new 
shirt. They were still bundled up and 
in the back of my buggy. The Newton 
boys came to the dance and later in the 
night stole my clothes and hid out in 
the brush with them until the next 
morning, when we got our guns and 
tracked them down."

Willis, who had already done prison 
.lime after he and Dock were con
victed of stealing cotton from a local 
gin, was arrested and senterKed to 
two years for the theft of Clifton's 
new clothes.

In lime, however, Willis and Dock 
matured to far more serious criminal 
behavior, luring their brother along.

During January 1921, they robbed 
the Hondo Slate Bank and the Hondo 
First National on the same Saturdtiy 
night, making off with S15(),(XX). 
They hit the Citizen's Bank of Hous
ton two days later in broad daylight 
for $8(),(XK).

In February - they routinely picked 
cold weather for their work since 
townspeople and the authorities were 
less inclined to brave the elements- 
they t(X)k SL5(),(XX) Iroin the First 
Stale Bank in BtKrne and robbed the 
New Braunfels State Bank of 
SI 15,(XX). The last Texas bank rob
bery credited to the brothers (Kcurreil 
in 1924 when they uxrk S24,(XX) from 
the San Marcos Bank aiul Trust.

Ihc Newtons got arournl. There 
was the bank robbery in Spencer, 
Ind.;one in Deer Trail, Colo.; anolk'r 
in Mtxrsomin, Saskatchewan; a mail- 
truck hijacking in a Chicago suburb; 
arnl the robbery of a bank clearing
house in Toronto.

Writes Slanush, "By their own ac- 
cotinling, they made oil with more 
lixii ill a loiir-ycar |vno«l iliaii Jesse 
iind Frank James, the Dalloii Boys, 
Butch Cassidy and all those other 
famous outlaw gangs pul logellK'r."

Alter serving Iheir res|H'ctive sen
tences in Ixavcnworlh, Kan., for the

«kIs that kept the law off-balance ufld lllitmj  ̂ jf^'P TUbbtqv- Ihf' I^whittv 
”mi|ircparc(r rhe reward mtmey rc- dropped from the criminal limelight.
IMirledly totaled nearly SI(X),(KX).

There was often a dark comedy at
tached to their activities. One lime 
lliey used a hit Ux) much nitroarul not 
only ripped the (kx>r off the vault but

settling down on small larms in Texas 
ami Oklahoma. Dix k mamcti, but 
srxin his wife and laral were Nxh 
gone He moved to Uvalde to exer
cise the boiler-maker trade he'd

learned in prison.
Willis stole back for another fling 

with the law in 1962 - 52 years after 
stealing the cotton that sent him to 
prison for the first lime. At age 74, he 
was sentenced to a year in Oklahoma 
state prison for the kidnapping of a 
man who worked for him on his ranch 
near Tulsa. The hired hand, accord
ing to Willis' testimony, had stolen 
some jewelry from him; all he was 
doing was attempting to scare him 
into telling where it was hidden. The 
jury determined that chaining the 
man and forcing him to ride halfway 
across Oklahoma in the uunk of a car 
was a bit loo severe.

By then Dock was collecting Sivial 
Security back home in UvaUle. lie 
suffered from arthritis brought on by 
the numerous bullet wounds he'tl 
endured during the 1924 train rob
bery. His heart was failing.

Joe, having divorced him.sclf from 
his earlier ways, had become a well- 
respected rancher near Uvalde.

There would, however, be a nos
talgic footnote to the Newton Gang's 
criminal career.

On the evening of March 5, 1968, 
78-year-old Dock Newton found 
himself back in die euuiilry he'd 
known as a boy, taking his last look al 
the far-reaching West Texas plains, 
the scrubby mesquites, the windmills 
and endless rows of cotton fields he'd 
so long despised.

Late that night in the liny commu
nity of Rowena, hometown of the 
infamous Bonnie Parker. Dock and 
his Uvalde friend, Robert Talley, 
entered the First National Bank, car
rying with them two .38 caliber 
handguns and a .30-.30 rifle.

Across the street, a man named 
Butch Lisso. a boyhood friend of 
famed Texas Ranger Frank Hammer 
- the man who tracked down Bonnie 
and Oyde - was startled from his 
sleep by the bank’s alarm, which was 
located in the rear of his liquor store.

Lisso quickly summoned the sheriff 
from nearby Ballinger. After a brief 
gun battle had shauered the silence of 
the sleeping hamlet. Dock Newton 
was back in custody, along with his 
partner. A third party, whom Lisso 
thought he'd seen enter the front door 
of the bank, escaped. '" '

Forty-four years after he had re
ceived his sentence for the now leg
endary Illinois train robbery while 
lying on a stretcher. Dock pled no 
contest to the Rowena charges in an 
out-of-the-way courtroom in Fort 
Stockton. He was sentenced to two 
years in prison.

1 watched that day as a .sad-faced, 
gray-haired man squinted into the 
sunlight as he was taken from the 
courtroom and walked toward a cur 
waiting to return him to his jail cell. 
He moved in the shuffling gait of a 
tired old man.

There was lime for but one question 
as he passed by. Why, I wanted to 
know, had he done it?

There was a faint .smile as he pon
dered my question, then a shrug. 
"Who knows why anyone dtKs any
thing?" he replied.

After spending eight months in a 
prLson hospital, DiKk Newton was 
rclca.scd and entered a nursing home 
in Uvalde. He died in 1974 al age 83.

On a recent visit to Claude Slanu.sh 
in Sun Antonio, I made no alicmpt to 
hide the envy I fell for his having had 
the opportunity to hear first-hand 
accounts of the Newton’s exploits 
from Willis and Jik  before their 
deaths. They had, the 79-ycar-old 
author explained, come to him in 
1973, l(X)king for someone who 
might help them tell their story,

"Tm not sure what l„cxpccicd," 
Stanush says, "but neither of them 
looked like hardcnetl criminal^, 
willis was dressed like an elderly 
businessman, wearing a suit and tie; 
JtK was dressed like the cowboy he'd 
always really been. '

"What they wanted lodo was set the 
record straight. While they ac
knowledged robbing a loiof banksun 
their day, they were credited with a 
numheroferimes they didn't cixnmii. 
And, according to Willis, iIh' re
ported amounts of money they’d 
Uikeinwas olieii inflated by bank 
owners who, he felt, were just as 
cnxiked as he was.

"And while I fixind the stories of 
their bank-robbing days interesting, 
that masu'l m4mi uurM.-ttni •»»«•> 
them. They seemed to luive such a 
wonderlul recall of histixy, of the 
climate of the times in which they liad 
grown up. Tliey were intelligent nK-n 
who were fasciniiierl hy luitiire and 
the ouKkxxs."

In time, he says, they became more 
than subjcclsofa book. They became 
his friends. They visited his home; he 
visited theirs. Slanush was at 90- 
ycar-old Willis' bedside when he diet! 
in 1979.

"The thing 1 remember about that 
night," he says, "wtes this fella who 
was a patient in a nearby bed telling 
me, 'You know, I really liked that old 
man.'"

So, obviously, did Slanush.
Joe Newton, also a close friend, 

died in 1989 at age 88.
But before they were gone, Suuiush 

taped hours of their reminiscences for 
die book he would write. He also 
teamed with Trinity University pro
fessor David Middleton to pnxiuce a 
film documentary of their lives. 
Shown al film festivals and on col
lege campu.ses, it earneil numerous 
awards.

And, he says, Willis and Jiv Si'emed 
to enjoy the spotlight that shone on 
them in a kindlier fa.shion during their 
final years.

On one (Kcasion, when the San 
Marcos State Bank was in the midst 
of an anniversary celebration, it hail 
as its featured guests the two surviv 
ing members of the Newton Gang 
which had robbed in back in 1924. 
"They answcreil que.stions and were 
treated like celebrrties," Slanush 
says. "They thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves."

One can only imagine the promo
tional spice they could have added to 
the upcoming movie.

What, I wondered, became of all the 
money they had stolen?

"They spent it," Slanush says. 
"You’ve got to remeniK'r, they were 
just yrxing kids back when they were 
riding high. Tliey all liked to have a 
gtxxl lime, dress well and drive new 
cars."

Nothing was put back for some 
eventual rainy clay?

"Oh, maybe a little." the author 
.says. And with that he was off on yet 
another Ncwtcxi Boys sitxy.

"OiKc when I was in Uvalde," he 
says, "I was inircxluced to (former 
Texas Gov.) Dolph Briscoe, who 
now owns the l(H.al bank. The 
meeting gave rise to another question 
I needed to ask Willis and Jiv. I 
wanted to know why they had never 
robbed the hank in their hometown.

"It was Willis who answered w hat 
he clearly fell was a rather dumb 
question.

"'Hell,' he said, 'we had to have 
some bank where we could keeji the 
money we were robbing from the 
others.’"

CANDIDATES
424 Fos Bond in Cross PUiins. 

.luslice of the Peace Prec. #4 
Rolan Jones, 56, who lists an ad

dress at P.O. Box 352 m Cross 
Plains.

Callahan County piiHic offices up 
for election in the DcmiKTaiic and 
Republican parlies primary elec
tions .schcdulal for March 10 in
clude: county judge, county uea- 
surcr, county clerk, 42nd District 
Court clerk, commissioner precinct 
#2 (Eula and Oplin area) and com
missioner precinct f/4 (Cross Plains 
area). The justice of llw ix'ace of
fices in Clytic, Baird and Cross 
Plains arc also up for election this 
yciir.

Candidate filing for Ixith parlies 
primary elections will conclude al 
6:(X) p.m. on Friday, January 2, 
19‘)8.
CandiiUile application filing for the 

IXmuKralic Parly's Primary lilec- 
tion will he Iwld with Jon I lardwick 
of Baird, County Democratic 
Chairman. Filing for the Republican 
Party's Primary Flection will be of
fered through David Holmes of 
Cross Plains, County Republican 
Chairman.

Filing fee fix the justice of the 
peace office is S3(X) and SfXX) for all 
Ollier county offices. 'Iliere is no 
filing fee lixcininly or precinct chair 
|X)sls with either parly.

A candiikite's application Uk a 
place on the primary election balliXs 
may be iKcompanied by a petition in 
lieu of the filing fee. F'or the county 
or precinct offices, a set number of 
signiitiires arc. required.

prefinct chairs, are reminded that 
llx'y must ap|x)inl a campaign trea
surer. Hie ncccssiiry lorms fix this 
lilmg may lx* obtained form the 
ciMiuly clerk's office m the Call ihaii 
I oiiiily Courthouse' in Baird.



Medicare Costs 
Increase for 1998
The U>97 increases in the hospital 

costs payable by Medicare benefi
ciaries -  the Part A hospital insur
ance deductible and the Part B 
medical insurance premium -  were 
announced this month. The deduct
ible and the premium are recalculated 
each year to reflect changes in the 
costs of health care or changes in 
Medicare law. The Part A deductible 
for beneficiaries admitted to hospi
tals in 1977 will be $764, an increase 
of $4 over this year’s $760. The 
monthly Part B premium will remain 
at $43.80. These relatively modest 
increases for 1997 reflect increases in 
Medicare spending lower than pre
viously projected.

The Part A deductible is a 
beneficiary's only cost for up to 60 
days of covered inpatient hospital 
services during a benefit period. A 
benefit period begins when the ben
eficiary enters the hospital and ends 
when he or she has been out of the 
hospital or a skilled nursing facility 
for 60 consecutive days. The Part A

deductible is based on the rates that 
Medicare pays hospitals for inpatient 
care.

For hospital stays longer than 60 
days, a beneficiary will be respon
sible for $191 per day for the 61st 
through 90th days, and $382 per day 
for the 91st through 150th days.

When a bcneficiar>' needs thera
peutic care in a skilled nursing facil
ity after at least three consecutive 
days of inpatient hospital care,
Medicare pays 100 percent of cov
ered expenses for the first 20 days. 
The beneficiary is re.sponsible for 
$95.50 per day for the 21st through 
the UXlth day.

Part B M dicare helps beneficiaries 
pay for the services of doctors and 
other medical practitioners, hospital 
outpatient services, independent 
clinical work and durable medical 
equipment and supplies. The pre
mium is determined by a formula, set 
in law, to cover 25 percent of current 
estimated costs.

P U B L IC  FAX
AT TH E C R O S S  P L A IN S  R E V IE W  

FAX # 1 -2 5 4 -7 2 5 -7 2 2 5

Carpenter Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Jim L. Carpenter

• Chiropractic ManipiUation

• Weight Management * Acupuncture

O ffice H ours M onday - Saturday  
No Appointment Necessary 
-  Medicare Accepted -

(254) 643-3101
M ltp

512 W. College Old Rising Star Hospital Rising Stai

(~ kW *
>■« =■

Special 1^ fried
chicken, m a s l^  potatoes, gravy,’corn, salad, 

aiid hotnema'de bread
; la' Welcome

'  ' «r (254)
V ( :orner pf ̂  &  Malll ^  ̂ ^ ̂ P W n t l ^ ' T x  ■

Johnson Implement Company 
knows there's no time 

for downtime
Tractor Inspection for as little as $125

h\u Mnâ r mMid
Now is the hest time to give your John iXxre traclor a thorough 

inspection. Keep thing.s running smoothly all season long with an 
insfieetion by our John IJccre iratncrl service prolcssioiials. Using 
s|)Ctial diagnostic equipment, they'll make sure your iratlor mceis 
John l^ccreperlormance standards. And if your iracior needs repairs, 
we'll let you know before we begin any work.

Slop bylrxiayloelimnialcdowntinic later and lake advantage of dns 
service special.

Free p ickup  an d  delivery! 
Program  in effect Dec. 1 to  Feb. 28

Johnson Implement Company 
Santa A nna Avenue 

.  Coleman. IT
91,S-62.S-2126

UOOI) DKA!>S .AND A dOOD DF.Ab MORK

GTE to expand 
local calling for 
customers in May
SAN ANGELO—OTE Telephone 

Operations w'ill extend local calling 
for all customers in the May tele
phone service area, beginning 
January 8.

Under the plan, all calls from May 
to Blanka, Brownwood, Comanche 
and Lake Brownwood will be local 
calls. Calls from Blanket, Brown
wood, Comanche and Lake Brown
wood to May will also be local calls.

"Prior to the start of Extended Lo
cal Calling, each call between these 
areas was billed separately as a long
distance call, and customers would 
sec a long-distance charge per call 
on their monthly bills. "Now, these 
calls arc equivalent to local calls, 
said Bob Bates, Area Manager - 
Customer Operations, West Central 
district.

The implementation of this service 
may require modification to some 
telecommunications equipment 
such as fax machines, speed calling, 
PABXs, key system, automatic di
alers and other equipment that may 
restrict or automatically dial long
distance numbers.

Customers are not required to lake 
any action to lake advantage of the 
new service offering. Once ex
tended calling is operational, it will 
no longer be necessary for custom
ers to dial ”1+'’ before the number 
when placing calls between these 
communities. Since Brownwood, 
Blanket, Comanche and Lake 
Brownwood arc in the 915 area code 
you must dial the area code and the 
seven digit number for ELC calls.

This is a result of balloting which 
look place in the May telephone 
service area under the, rules of Sen

ate Bill 632 and the Public Utility 
Commission Rule 23.49 (c). Under 
those guidelines, certain communi
ties were allowed to petition for ex
tended toll-free local calling lb 
nearby communities. v

With GTE's Expanded Local 
Calling Plan, the S0.73 surcharge 
will be replaced with the following 
monthly charge: S3.50 per line 
(residence); 7.00 per line (business). 
The charges will be listed as "EX
PANDED LOCAL CALLING/ 
SURCHARGE" in the lax portion of 
the telephone bill. More information 
will be provided to affected custom
ers in their monthly telephone bill as 
the service becomes operational.

Residential customers with ques
tions about the ELC service should 
call toll-free 1-800-483-4400, and 
business customers should call 1- 
800-483-5400.

With revenues of more than $21 
billion in 1996, GTE is one of the 
hirgest publicly held telecommuni
cations companies in the world. In 
the United States, GTE offers local 
and wireless service in 29 states and 
long-distance service in all 50 states. 
GTE was the first among its peers to 
offer "one-slop shopping" for local, 
long distance and internet access 
services. Outside the United States, 
where GTE has operated for more 
than forty years, the company serves 
approximately 7 million customers. 
GTE is also a leader in government 
and defense communications sys
tems and equipment, directories and 
telecommunications-based informa
tion services, and aircraft-passenger 
telecommunications.

CJC Spring Semester 
Registration information
Cisco Junior College is making 

preparations to begin its 1998 Spring 
Semester Registration for night stu
dents and sophomores will be held on 
Monday night, January 12, from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. in the Harrell Fine Arts 
Building. Registration for all fre.sh- 
mcn will be held Tuesday, January 
13, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

All students who have not conferred 
with their advisor about their spring 
.schedule of courses should do so 
prior to registration. First lime en
tering freshman and transfer students 
should re port to the Vocational- 
Technical 1 Building, Room 33, on 
Monday, January 12,al9:(X)a.m„ for 
us.signment of an advisor.

Freshman registration is assigned 
by the first letter ol your last name. It 
is very imporuinl that you register at 
the assigned lime.

M, Me, N and O - 9 - 10 a.m.
E ,F ,G an d H -1 0 - 11 a.m.
P.Q, R and .$11-12 noon
T, U.V,W.X,Y and Z - 12 noon - 1 

p.m.
.A.B.C and D - 1 - 2 p.m.
I, J, K and L - 2 - 3 p.m.
Kirs! CTa.ss Day - Wednesday, 

.laniiary 14, I99H
I>)rtniu>ric.s will open at 2:(X) p in. 

on .Sunday, January 11. 'ITic cafeteria

will open at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 11.

Registration for the Abilene Center 
is scheduled for January 7,8 and 9, 
1998. On Wednesday, January 7 and 
Thursday. January 8, registration will 
be from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 pan. and 
6:0010 8:00 p.m. On Friday, January 
9, registration will be from 9KX) a.m. 
to 12:00 noon.

Beginning Monday, December 1, 
students may come to the Adminis
trative Offices at the Abilene Educa
tional Center during office hours and 
pick up a registration permit for 
Spring 1998 Registration. This per
mit will allow the .student to register 
for Spring 1998 clavscs at a prc-sci 
lime during regular rcgi.siralion. You 
will noibcallowcd lorcgi.sicrwithoul 

a perm it. Perm its arc issued on a f irsi- 
comc, first-serve basis.

'I'hc Abilene Educational Center is 
located at 841 North Judge Ely Blvd. 
in Abilene.

Clas.scs will begin January 14. at all 
locations, but late registration will 
continue through January 21, during 
regular office hours.

For more information, call Cisco at 
(2.54) 442-2567 or Abilene at (915) 
673-4.567. Officc.s will close De
cember 19 and rc-open on January .5.

WAN 1 ON TH E IN I'ERNET?
Coleman (^m nty Tclccomiiuinicaiioiis 

Wel)-Aeccs.s
Unlimited Hours $19.95 |H.t  month 

Call Vanda or Deborah For Details 
At I lie

Cross Plains Review
(254) 725-6111

4'he Cnpss Plains Review 
Will He Published on 

Wednesday, Deceiiiber24 
Due lo C'hi islmas Holidays 

/\ll Articles and Ads IMiis! He 
'l\irned  in Hy Noon M onday.

1 he Paper will He Printed Monday. 
'I’he Cross Plains Review \Vi|!

Closed
'lliursclay  & Friday, Decem ber 25-26

C PUBLIC FAX
AT THE CROSS PLAINS REVIEW }

The School Burning
Scandal or Christian Approach?

Who recognizes mercy?
There is no question of the fact of the school’s 
burning any more than there is a righteous demand 
for clear and significant punishment. We all agree.
Thus, the primary question is, will ail juveniles and 
delinquent adults clearly contributing to this 
delinquency of and destruction by the two minors 
who lit the matches be both recognized and fairly 
punished?

Secondly, are any in the Cross Plains community 
interested in pursuing an honest course of Biblical 
mercy ... for any earnestly asking?
Those committed to Matthew 6:33, please contact David 
Holmes:[g54)725-7141 POBox 117 Cross Plains 76443

DONT GET 
^ MAILED THIS 

CHRISTMAS.

J M  Western W ear
Downtown Colemun

(915) 625-2433
WORK HARD

WE ALSO CARRY 
THESE NAME BRANDS:

Wrangler, Rocky Mountain, 
Cinch, Lawman, Resistol, 

Stetson, Montana Silversmith 
Jewelry, Tony Lama, Nocona, 
Laredo, Wolverine, Double H 

and the new Nationally 
Advertised Justin Double 

Comfort Work Boots in pull 
on & lace up also Justin 

Chukka's.
' I s\ '

* \
Wc accept V isa/M C /D isc/A m x

Hours arc from 9:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
'I

Monday. - Saturday

Free (lift Wrapping

,IM Western Wear
I)t*wiitown ( ’olom an

(915) 625-2433
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PUT IT IN THE Cross Plains Review FOR RESULTS
CLASSIFIED ADS
(254) 725-6111

C l.A SSll'IE l) RA TES: 
$3.00 For the first 20 

words. Additional

INSERTION
DEADLINES:

NOON
words 20e each. TIESDAY

C7 — Cross Plains Review December 18,1997

CARPET CLEANED 
AND SOLD

.Commercial/Residcntial. Free esti
mates. Scotch Guarding Available. 

.Carpet sold, repaired, installed. New 
or used. DUB MEADOR (254) 725- 
’7720. iwc

NEEDED—Nursery worker for 
Sunday morning at Living Water 
Ministries, contact Colleen Ander
son at (254) 725-6800. s»-tfc

WATER SYSTEMS 
Construction and Maintenance 

call
Roger Crawford 

(254)725-7513. i« .
WILL DO TYPING OF ANY 
KIND—Resumes, Term Papers, 
Business Letters, etc. Contact 
Deborah at The Cross Plains Review 
or call 254-725-6111 before 5 p.m.

MIDDLETON WATER WELL 
SERVICE

Complete Pump Service & Sales 
Portable Welding 
24 Hour Service 

(2 5 4 )  643 3701 rxe

PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL—
' 35 years master plumber, commercial; 
plumbing repair; new construction; 
water pump repair; call (254) 725- 
6731, Leave Message, infc

HOUSE FOR RENT—2 bedroom, 
1 bath, $250 per month, $1(X) clean- 

'ing deposit, (254) 725-6794. m-hc

AVON
REPRESENTATIVE

Call Dee Harrell 
For All Your Avon Needs 

,(254) 725-7120

Card O f Thanks
We wish to thank all our friends and 
neighbors who have been so respon
sive during our great sorrow caused 
by the passing of our loved one. Jack 
DeBusk. Words are inadequate to 
convey the deep feeling of affection 
and eternal gratitude that we feel to
ward the loyal friends and neighbors 
who have been so responsive. A 
special thanks to Dick and Sharon 
Koenig.
Dr. Richard Chaffin and Jack Scott 
led a service that our loved one would 
have appreciated. The singing by 
Karen and Stacy Pena and the organ 
music by Betty Lewis was beautiful. 
The flowers were special and Bob 
Harrell performed a skilled service. 
Genuine thanks go to the Cross Plains 
Methodist Church for the bountiful 
meal served our family, relatives and 
friends.
We will remain forever grateful to all 
who rendered special tributes to a 
pCTson whom we loved so much. 

Lois Garrett 
Pat &. Suanna DeBusk 

Andrew and Cathy DeBusk 
Mark and Amy Gillespie and 

Kinspeople

RISING STAR 
NURSING CENTER
Has Vacancies Available For 

Both Male and Female 
Residents

Private Or Semi-Private Rooms 
Are Available

Call (254) 643-2691 Or Come By 
And Visit At 411 South MUIer 

In Rising Star ^

IC9BI

Fairbanks Morse Water Systems
Complete Systems Sold And Installed

Buddy's Plumbing
Rising Star, Tx. (254) 643-7312

EXPERT BQDY W ORK AND PAINTING

BARRETT COLLISION CENTER
CLAUD CHAMPION 

(915) 677-2924 
(FAX) 677-4601

ROCKY CHAMPION 
214 North Leggett 

Abilene Texas 79603

B I-R IT E  A U T O
PHONE (254) 725-7361 4 BLOCKS E, OF LIGHT

CROSS PLAINS. TEXAS 76443

NEW INVENTORY
19 ta LINCOLN  TOWN CA R , LOOKS. RUNS VERY GOOD...................... $1,995
1994 PLYM OUTH  STATION W A G O N .......................................... $290 DOWN
19$4 FORD  F-3S0 D IESEL D U A LLY , AUTOMATIC. RED A WHITE........ $3,950
1 $55 FO RD  F-310, 4-OR.. CREW CAB DIESEL.......... ..............................$2,500
1910 FO RD  F190 P IC K U P .......................................................................... $950
1912 LINCOLN M ARK VI, RUNS GOOD.........................................$279 DOWN

CARS & TRUCKS
l i l t  FORD F-3S0 D IESEL D U ALLY , 115.000TOTAL MILES. LOOKS.RUNS.DRIVES
ALMOST N EW .................  $5,750
1t$7  FO RD  A ER O STA R  X L  VAN . LOADED. VERY N C E .......................$2 .t$9
1994 FORD  F-250 SU PER  C A B . 400V8.AUTO..AGOODBUYATONLY(WAS$1.0S0)

................ ;.... ..............................................NOW $1,790
1995 FORD LTD STATION WAGON. UNDER 75.000 M IES , NEW PAINT t$ $ 8
19$5 M AZDA RX7 SPO RT  CO U PE , RUNS G O O D .................................. $$$8

1$$3 M AZDA RX7, RUNS GO O D ................................................................. I8$5

TQW nfU4 V ions b u tt  t v  t  aam  • wrutiM

WE BUY CARS, PICKUPS, VANS, ETC. 
SOME niMANCINC WITH APPROVED CREDIT

FOR HER— Wranglers, Rocky 
Mountain Jeans, shirts, skirls, linge
rie, dresses, vests, belts, handbags, 
etc. FREE GIFT WRAP, Johnson's 
Dry Goods, Cros.s Plains (254) 725-

WE WILL BE OPEN EVERY 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON UNTIL 
CHRI STM AS—Noon till 5 p.m. Free 
gift wrap, Johnson's Dry Good, Cross 
Plains (254) 725-6121 . 3S-JU-T

6211. 37ItcT
V V S CREATIONS—Now dis
played at COYOTE FLAl (iEN- 
F2RAL STORE on East Hwy. 36. 
Custom orders available - wall 
hangings, wreaths, floral baskets, 
more! Call Vanda at (254) 725-6111 
or 725-7796 or Vicki at (254) 725- 
7650. «-tfc

FOR SALE—Morgan hot tub, seats 
7, excellent condition (254)725-6739.
37-2tp

FOR SALE—Shelled pecans,S4.50 
per pound call (254) 725-7188. n-2u

B&R FIREWORKS—will be open 
for the holidays. Come celebrate the 
New Year with B&R Fireworks, 1/2 
mile South Hwy 206. n za________

FOR SALE— 1984 Case 2590 
Tractor (185 HP) with 13 ft. Case 
Heavy Duly Offset. S16,(XK); Cot
tonwood area. Call IKE Daytime 
(972)438-7742. witp-si ifc

Ft )R SA LE—Sega game system with 
two controllers and four games, call 
(254) 725-6436.3? 2<c

F'OR HIM — Boots, Wranglers, 
Levi's, shirts, coats, caps, hats, socks, 
ties, billfolds, etc. FREE GIFT 
WRAP, John.son's Dry Goods, C ross 
Plains, (817) 725-6211.37.n».T

FERTILIZED COASTAL HAY 
FOR S.\LF3—Large bales, $30 per 
bale. (254) 725-6733 or (254) 643- 
4648.37.4tp

Stephens 
Real Estate

109 E. Main St. 
Brady, Texas 76825 

1-800-880-0749

Walter Wilson, Agent 
(915) 597-2681 
(254) 725-6732

SMALL CABIN, on north side 
of Brownwood Lake 

104 BEAUTIFUL AC., Llano 
River

34 AC„ coi

328 AC., Li veoak country. good 
well and GOOD HUNTING! on 
Hwy. 283.

119-f AC.,4 irrigation wells and 
system, cultivation 40 acres 
approx. 80 acres wood land, 2 
ponds GOOD HUNTING!

95 AC., 72 acre in Coastal, 24 
acre woods GOOD HUN IING!

78 AC., approx. 2400 ,sq. It. log 
home 3/2, double garage, good 
ham, shop, fences, catfish pond, 
Pioneer, Tex. 3<2n>

PECANS FOR SALE—Good paper 
shell and Native, $1.00 per pound. 
Highway 279 South, Logan Long,. 3̂
3u

OLDER M OBILE HOME —
14X60, 3/2, to be moved, $3,500, 
(254) 725-7231 after 5 p.m, 36.2lpW tfe

SWEET STUFF 
New Shipment of Silver Jewelry 

Candy Slocking Sluffers - 35C-75C 
Custom Christmas Baskets 

Pies, cakes, candies 
Next door to Subway 

(254) 725-4663. n  iic

Subscribe To 
The Cross 

Plains Review

MOHN DEERE TRACTORS
NEW AND USED 

PEANUT EQUIPMENT 
LILLISTON-KMC

PLANTERS-DISKS-ORILLS 
ROLLING CULTIVATORS 

CHISELS

SELL OR TRADE 
CLARK TRACTOR & SUPPLY, INC.

DELEON — (254) 893-2061 
COMANCHE — (915) 356 2593 

WHERE YOUR BUSINESS 
IS APPRECIATED

B U S IN E S S  &  P R O F E S S IO N A L
Card Of Thanks

I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to the Cross Plains EMS for 
their prompt arrival and assistance 
following my mowing accidenL Eddie 
Albrecht was the first to respond and 
his help was greatly appreciated. 
"Thank you" to my wonderful 
neighbors who came to my home and 
cleaned and to Mr, E.W. Meador for 
cleaning my carpeL Everyone was so 
thoughtful and I treasure your 
friendship.

Pat Bush

DIRECTORY
Cox Plumbing & 

Electrical
New Water Heaters, 

Water Pumps & Water 
Systems 

Commercial, 
Construction & Repairs
(254) 725-6731

Leave Message

AUTOWIRE
Get those troublesome 

wiring problems fixed on 
your pickup, trailer, RV, 

car, tractor or accessories. 
F ix  It O n c e !
F ix  It  R ig h t!  

AUTOWIRE comes to you!
(254) 725-6255  
1-888-F IX -W IR E

C & C
E L E C T R IC

Stop Paying High 
Service Calls & Mileage

Experienced Remodeling 
New Construction 

Oil Field
Free Estimates

(915) 784-5056
day or night

Susan J. Schaefer 
C.P.A.

Accounting & 
Tax

Service
9 th  & M a i n  

C r o s s  P l a i n s
Phone: 725-6747

RUSSELL-SURLES 
TITLE, INC.

Phone
(915) 854-1115

BUGBUSTER
Pest
Control

(2 5 4 )  725 6 740  
1 8 0 0  605P E ST

TERRY HARRIS 
HC 86, BOX 65 

BAIRD, TX. 79504

New Tires Used Tires

T & K T I R E  
& ALIGNMENT

Highway 36 North 
Cross Plains, Texas 76443

(254) 7 25 -6223
Tractor or Truck Tires 
Front-End Alignment 

Brakes

REGISTERED 
PROFESSIONAL 

LAND SURVEYOR
w

J ohn D. Burleson
P.O. BOX 365 

CROSS PLAINS
(254) 725-6485

Ross L. Jones
Attorney At Law

New Business Hours 
Open Each Tues. 
9:00 a.m. - Noon

9th & Main 
(254) 725-6747 
(915) 625-2146

Carpenter
Chiropractic

D r. J im  C a rp e n te r

M o n d a y  - S a tu rd a y  
*«$*•**«•

(254) 643-3101
512 Collego________ Rising Star

T E X A S T O U C H
Painting • Roofing -Remodeling 

Plumbing • Electrical

All Work GuaranteeiJ!
C h r is  & L iz  S a v e li
(254) 725-6847

'TROPHY 
K  AWARDS

Coirpultmd EngravmglMholKalt/nelail 
SubMnaian'Rtiboni'Utdilis’Pmt , 
Stnd Ctrvtng Gins. Acrylics Etc 

OuinMy. League 5 Corpcrile Discounts '

FAST A DEPENDABLE 
COMPARE A SAVE

WE OELIVE
1-800-281-3391

D.E.A.L
SERVICES
HOMf REPAR SPECIALIST

Cerpem̂. Piming, Elecincel. Ptunhng 
Sheenock Refiair. Doofs A Wmdews 
S«e«l A|ip<<incM. AC A Heeling. 

_UndKatH Retiair.fiQ8l'nQ Raciu
DON CROUCH 
PHONE A FAX 36«tp

(254) 725-6735

CISCO FAMILY 
CHIROPRACTIC

Business Hours 
Mon.-Thur». 8:30-12, 2-5:30 

FrI., appointments only

Or. Devin Koenig, D.C. 
1619 W. Hwy. 206

(254) 442-4878

J & J
M o b i le  M e c h a n ic

I'll Come To You

(254) 725-6255
or

(254) 442-3060
Jamie Hutton, owner35 411

1 \  1M .\ U U L \  r K— 1 /1 /: \ e;i r old 
3 bdr., 2 bih.. brick, on 2.7.5 ac. 
total cloc.. C H/A, buill-ins, fire
place, garage, privacy fence, 
landscapc'd, extra hiiildmg w/ga-; 
rage, shop, storage, carport ' 
PKLSTINE MUS I'SKK!! N'.fc 

Dora Smith Real F'statt* 
(254) 725-6489

HOUSE FOR SAI F—S33 Noiili 
Avenue F„ 3 bdr., 2 b.ilh, Cll/A, lois 
of trees, corner lot, exceptional 
neighborhtHxl. For more information 
(254) 725-6651, after 5 p.m .. >(v4U

DORA SM ITH
Real Fstate Broker 

(254) 725-6489
NORA ODOM

(254) 725-6840

• NF.W LIS ITNt; Beautiful
3 Kir., 2 bill., brick, total cicc., 
C H/A. buill-ins, fireplace, ga
rage, 1 1/2 yrs. old on 2.7.‘i ac., 
privac) fence, landscaped, cx- 
ma building w/garage, shop, 
storage, earpoii, I’RI.SriNF! 
MUSI SFF!1

NFW L IS lIN t; 3 K ir. 1 
blh., fenced, trees, storage 
shed, attached carport, work
shop, watci well.

* 29BFAUTIFUL AU. 3 3/
4 2 brick, fireplace, shop, 
storage, extras. Lake Brown- 
wlhhI

* 20.67 ac. Icneed, barns, 
K'aulilul oaks, CotlonwtxHl

• 3|n>hklW>nSikirge loLs,
g a r d ^  » J  • • •

• INVFSI MFIN I Ol’POR-
r u N r r y o |r d | 'S s  iiviw n.
great rcnik^AtyKI’j  \ j

* 3 city lots, cleared, city 
ulilites available.

* LoLs for res., bldg, site or Ig. 
com. yard, 14.5 feel E. Hwy 36 
fronuigc, 24x36 oflicc, extra 
storage bldg

• BUSINFSS OPPORTU- 
N IIV , lormcr Buy-Kilc, in 
eludes cqup., N. Main.. "

JO N ES
REA L EST ATE
Rolan .lones, Hroker 

NFW LISTING—nice 2 
bdr home on 3 lots. Sun rixim. 
formal living and dining room, 
den, w/ncarly new wlhxI stove, 
CH/A, loLs of fruit trees.

NEW LISTING—2 bdr 
older home on large lot.

• NEW LIS ITNG—acreage 
in Coltonw(hk1 area; 13 ac. w/ 
house, pecan trees and goat 
fence.

NEW LLSTING—nice 2 
bdr. house on Fast 14ih, neLU 
sehtxil.

• NEW LISITNt;—3 Ixlr 
ixcrupperon Avc. A, I.arge lot.
• NFW LISTING—5 city 

bUKks m old town Cottonwood 
Very g(Kxl view for building a 
home.

• NFW L IS IT N G -3 Kir., 1 
1/2 hath, excellent location,CM/ 
A. George Scott Blvd.

Burkett-nice 2 hr., I bath 
home on large lot.

• RFiDUCF'I) - Low Income 
housing. 2 Kl,. I bath brick 
hoiiic.

• F'xtra nice .3 br home on
Highway 206, New kitchen 
tabincLs and appliances. New 
vanity in balJi. New carpel, vinyl 
and fresh paint throughout 
MILS I SFK THIS ONE!

• .1 Bdr., 2 1/2 bath, brick 
exceptionally well built Kime 
with many exuas. Double car 
garage, well landscaped yard 
with sprinkler system. N. Avc 
F..

• 3 vaea y limits
With nice new home consuuc-
lionrfCgONTRACrr

.lOIINNIK BLAND 
(817)725-6293

SANDRA .lONFS 
6917) 72J -7u 4u  

or
DIANNK HAII, 
(254)725-7317

( ’ross P lains,Tx.
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2ND PLACE HOME — Mrs. A J .  McCuin

3RD PLACE HOME — Hoyt Foster Family

PUBLIC FAX
AT THE CROSS PLAINS REVIEW 

FAX # 1-254-725-7225

CLYDE
Nice honw on paved ttreet in louth 
Clyde. Lanie fenced yard. Padect for 
refirod couple or first time txiyer. Jack 
Com  854-2501 or 686-5809.

CP08S PLAINS 
•Price Raducerf Houee plus modem 
duplex. Paved street & vrafiong dietanoa 
to dovmtovm. A  groat opportunity tor 
inveetment or First tinre buyw. Jack Com 
864-2501 or 665-5809.

CLYDE
Spacioua 3 bedroom with 2 living a re u  
and 2 baths. Large Beautiful Pecan trees 
on large comer location (3 lots). Call 
Ayn iley 677-2246 or 672-5615.

EULAAREA
Stock farm. Water meter, good ti

UTUSMUKn

Great Hom esite. For de ta ils C a ll 
Russell 691-1300 or 6954)663.

CLYDE
Brick, 3 bedroom horrM with fonnal 
living, den with woodbuming fireplaoe, 
2 baths, and utility room. Central heat/ 
air. Thermopane windows, storage 
shed.RV&Boat parking call to see this 
luoe home.

•|NT>€flD-SIII
REOtX)EDI Fabulous 3 bedroom, 3 
bath brick home In Clyde. On 1 3/4 
acres, great water well, big pecan & 
shade trees. 20x20m atalbuilding.223 
Southwest.. CaH about this onel

D k ilx e l l ,
R E A L T O R S '" ’

"A IIADmON or SaVKL.
k m m m m a m

1-800 880-3246

(AiiiJia (OM
aYN

854-2501 677-2246

W T U  o f fe r s  h o lid a y  ^8 —  C ross Plains Review December 18,1997j
lig h tin g  t ip s
Holiday lighting with its twinkle 

and color, adds much to festivities 
this time of year. To keep your 
holidays merry and bright, decorate 
with safety in mind.

"Stringing Ughts is a fun activity 
for families," says Paul Valdez, 
safety consultant for West Texas 
Utilities Company. "Whether it's 
along the roof or on a tree, special 
lighting displays to help welcome in 
the season. But people need to string 
lights carefully and avoid electrical 
hazards."

WTU offers the following tips 
for safe lighting:

Outdoors
* Use only lights approved for 

outdoor use with a "UL-approved" 
label. They are safety tested by 
Underwriters Laboratories

* Check strings and extension 
cords for damage. Light strings and 
extension cords can crack and fray. 
Check all strings, sockets and cords 
for damage before you plug in your 
lights. Discard any frayed or dam
aged items you find. Be sure ex
tension cords are capable of carrying 
the electrical load you are connect
ing. Each extension cord carries a 
rating which indicates its maximum 
load.

* Cover connections with plastic 
wrap and seal with electrical tape 
and use rubber gaskets in sockets to 
keep water out. For added protec
tion, hang lights downward from the 
house or tree.

* Use insulated sta les to attach 
wires to wood surfaces. Do not 
suq>le, tack or nail through wiring 
insulation or the conductor. Brass 
cup hooks are most convenient to

C I T Y
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use around the eaves of your house.
* When using a ladder to string 

lights, always make sure it is clear of 
any overhead electrical lines. These 
lines can cause serious injury if you 
or your equipment should come in 
contact with them.

* When working with outdoor 
lights, make sure your power is off. 
It is best to conuol outdoor lighting 
with a separate circuit breaker.

Indoor
* Use only lights approved by 

Underwriters Laboratories. They 
will have a UL tag attached.

* Check all light strings for 
cracked insulation, frayed cords, 
wires, or faulty plugs. Replace any 
damaged strings with "UL ap
proved" lights.

* Check and replace damaged 
extension cords.

* When stringing lights, make sure 
the power is off.

* Don't overload wall sockets. Use 
a separate circuit if possible or a wall 
socket that is on a switch by itself.

* Always unplug lights when the 
tree or house is unattended.

* It is best that extension cords not 
be used, but, if necessary, place ex
tension cords so they won't cause 
people to trip. Do not run them 
under rugs or carpets. Be sure to use 
only the length of extension cord 
needed and one capable of carrying 
the load connected to it.

* Water the tree frequently to 
prevent bulbs from scorching pine 
needles.

* Don't place hot bulbs inside a 
container or too near cloth, paper or 
other flammable onuunents.

(Writers Note: the previous three 
paragraphs were accidently deleted 
from the article in the December 
11th Cross Plains Review during 
editing and printing.)

Mae Parker, owner of the homes in 
question, said she has yet to receive 
any notification from the stale or the 
city concerning the matter.

"We had already bought the roof
ing and siding and originally applied 
for funds for labor to install roofing 
and siding that we had already 
bought," said Parker. "Buz (of the 
TMS Group) said the bids they got 
for repairs, even with the materials 
already purchased, were higher than 
a new house would cost.” "Buz said 
that they were Just not allowed to 
spend that much money on repairing 
an old house," Parker said, "1 told 
him I really didn't want a new house,
I wanted my old house fixed."

"1 asked if I would have to tear the 
old house down and Buz said he 
checked into it and told me it 
wouldn't have to be demolished," 
said Parker. "My son just wanted a 
room of his own, after graduating 
from high school, is the reason he 
moved into the old home."

"I've got a freezer in the old house 
that 1 don't have room for in my 
house." Parker said, "but if we have 
to cut the utilities off and board the

TwSCAN WEEK OF Dtcgnber 14, 1997

__________ ADOPTION__________
N oU: II it ilitta l lo b t paid for mttythiiif btyoad 
modical mad Imgal axptattt in Tttat adoplioai.
A D OPnO Ni A BABY if ow dream. Hi|)pily 
married. We can help each olhcrl Lefal/eaptnaat. 
Call Rita/ Andrew. I-IOO-474-997S. We’re aa- 
ger io hear from yoa._____________________

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
LOCAL CANDY ROUTE. 30 vending ma- 
ctiinca. Bam approeimataly StOO/day. All for 
$9,995 Call l-S0Q.>9a-VHND. MyBi-Vhnd. Inc.

DRIVERS WANTED
$$l,004$s SION-rm  b o n u s . PPT/ Rohanon. 
e X J  Roberaon't looking tor Oaibed and van 
aami-drivera. Up lo 30-3Id/ mila to atart. Nead 
Claat A CDL, I yem OTR l■IOO•473■SSIt. 
EOEAnf.________________________________
$$$SSM SIGN-ON-BONUSm *Drivc*a OTR 
’Great beneTiU *951$ no UMich fraighi ’ Mini- 
mum 23 yeara. oM ’ At laaei 6 moiMlu aapari- 
ence ’ Dallaa Cmriert ’ l-SOO-727-4374 ’BOB.
DRIVER -FLATBED EXPERIENCE paya. Up 
to S4IK. More eaperience  ■ mere pay. Oraal ben- 
eTiU a proTN iharii^. 3 yaart OTR a I year flaUnd 
reqairad. CombinedTranapott. ^^t0O-637^4407. 
DRIVER • OTR - GIVE ui 5 minuteil We’ll 
give you a reaion to quit reading the elauifiada. 
24-36 cpm, bated on eapariaiKa. *Naw 
Kenworthi, ’ $40 u rp  pay ’ Full benerilt. 
i-»0Q-C3I SW B at.T !107._______________
DRIVER OTR TOP milei. pay Leader In

y  — i
nut fo r caperienced drivert Call Covenant 
Trantport 1-400-441-4394 lor eaperienceddriv. 

^era artd owner operator teama. 1-400-331-4394 
graduate iiudenta.________________________
DRIVER . PLENTY OF Tetai freight! Up to

-3ld/Bile, phii brend new Century-data con- 
doa atriving wecfclyl Creel 0 / 0  program, tool 
Cal Ark International. 1-M4-4CALARK. BOB. 
DRIVERS • FLA’TBED 4 t  autc OTR. Aa- 
aigned new conventionali, competitive pey, ben- 
tfita. $1,000 aign on uotNi, rider program, nea- 
iWe time off. Cell Roadranner Trucking
l-t00-t76-7744._________________________
FREE TRAINING A FIRST year income 
$30K • Stevciu Traiuport • OTR truck drivert 
wanted! Non-eaperienced or eaperienced
l-tOO-333-t595. BOB.____________________
NA'nONAL DISTRIBUTORS HAS e greet 
opportanily for your driving futurel Free tractor 
trailer training. No eonlrnci, no gimmickt. For 
more deiaili call 1-400-999-4944.___________
RAPID FREIGHT OF Teaat te aeeking OTR 
drivert. Minimum I year vcririable experience, 
cleat A CDL with HixMtt required Call recruit- 
it^  1-400-299-7274 ext 21 oreaLdl.________

________EMPLOYMENT________
NATIONAL COMPANY LOOKING for Sake 
Rapreaentativc to cover Earn Tbxet. Willing to 
travel Monday • Friday. Commitaion poaition. 
Company average paya $670/week. Call Kcii 
1-400-225-6364._________________________

nNANCIAL SERVICES
$$RAD CREDIT? OVER due billt? You ran 
ccntolidaie your billtl Have one low monthly 
paymenll Same day approval eveilaMet Call 
bebi Mtnagemcni I-400-36C366-9694, Eat 119.
DEBT CONSOLIDATIONS CUT mnnthlv 
peymenu up to 30-50% Reduce intmeit. Stop 

cBnrTcrjsrbw Ml 4|M.y i M i i M M r  
tiel help NCCS non-profit, licenccd/bonded.
I 400-9S$-0412. (TPP)___________________
PERSONAL LOANS UP to $5,000. Unaecimd 
credit cerdi and debt conaolidalion. CradK prob- 
lemi OK. Maditon PinetKial. 1-400-247-5125

ext 104. (Free tmeUitediah with every eppliemioa)

__________ FOR SALE___________
PRESSURECLEANERS-HONDA 2400-PSI 
$729; 3500-PSI $799; 4000-PSI $499; 420O-PSI 
$949. Warranty. Free catalog. Call toll-free 24 
houri: l-400-t46-64$6.______________ _

__________ MEDICAL _______
DIABETIC SUPPLIES AS teen on TV! With 
Medicare or health inturance, you may be able 
lo receive diabetic auppliet at a greaUy reduced 
coat. 1-400-590-4217._____________________

_______ LEGAL SERVICES_______
FEN-PHEN REDUX DIET drug lawauitt. 
Heart valve or other injurica evaluation, 
lohnalhan luhan Board Cetliried Peraonal Injury 
Tkial Law. Texac Board of Legal Specieliaation. 
1-400-433-9121._________________________

_______LIVESTOCK/ PETS
THERE IS A BIG diflerence in liquid wormert. 
All new Hippy lack LIQUI-VICt releaaci ac
tive ingredienu more effectively. At farm and 
feed woret. (Vitit www.heppyiackinc.com)

_________REAL ESTATE_______ _
131 ACERS SOUTHWEST of Rockapringi. 
rugged/ Bccnk, great hunting/ recreational lar«d 
Only $270/acre, owner lermt. 1-430-257-5572.
BUILD THE BEST! Paul Hwvcy sayt TVi-StOkl 
Hornet are itfonger aufer, butler. Build your fu
ture on the atregUi of Heel. 1-444-TRI .STt-FI. 
for Pee packet

T U X T b lT ’
NEW ZEALAND/ AUSTRAUA in a motor 
home. Spring lime ipeciali. Conlau Adverwure 
New ZealinW Auitralia Motor Home Reniaii. 
ww w.advenlare-nt.com . Call toll free 
1-144-274-5494.

( ' a l l  l | ) i s  lU ’v i s p a j H ’r  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n  h o s v  t o  a d v e r t i s e  s t a t e w i d e .

house up, we're ready to do that." 
Well work with the city any way we 
need to said Parker.

"I asked if this was all right (that 
Debbie was my sister), at a meeting 
with Buz, before we started and they 
said yes, we send in waivers and all 
this," said Parker, "and then they 
didn’t"

"This house, previously owned by 
Dr. Robinson, has been my dream 
house since 1 was a little girl,” said 
Parker, "and I want to restore it 
someday so it will be something that 
Cross Plains will be proud of."

In the December 11th article in the 
Cross Plains Review there were 
published conflicting views as to the 
demolition of replaced structures 
being in the State guidelines, actu
ally all three parties seemed to be 
correct
Jones and McKethan were referring 

to specific local guidelines developed 
for the Cross Plains area and Rhode 
was making reference to a broader 
state-wide guidelines. This, having 
two sets of guidelines, seems to be the 
source of a lot of the confusion on the 
Cross Plains grant 

McKethan, who worked for the 
TDHCA under former Governor 
Clements, said, "I’m sure there were 
probably some mistakes made during 
the project by us (the TMS Group), 
the city and the state." "The thing 
about it is there wasn't anything 
fraudulent or misrepresented or any
thing else during any of the grant 
dealings, by anyone," said 
McKethan.

Rhode repeatedly said the state's 
contract is with the City of Cross 
Plains and, even if they hired some
one to administer the grant, the city is 
still the one responsible for compli
ance.

In the letter advising Cross Plains of 
the TDHCA's determination of vio
lations it states that the city's appli
cation for money lo replace the 700 
Chestnut home states the home is 
beyond repair. The contractor was 
said to have testified that the house 
was too dangerous and unstable a 
place in which to work.

McKethan said, "Wc tried lo fix the 
house, but couldn't get any contrac
tors lo guarantee their work on the 
structure." "I still believe the hou.se is 
unsafe, but they (the Parkers) may be 
able to do some work and get it in 
shape to pass building codes in the 
future," .said McKethan," but at the 
lime they needed a place to live."

As it stands now the City of Cross 
Plains will probably di.scuss the 
matter at Jffluarv ^  rfiBHktr 
mectlhgrbccause to schedule an ear
lier meeting would have to be during 
the Christmas Holidays. The follow
up letter from the TDHCA hadn't 
been received by City Hall as of 
quitting time Monday.

(In the previous chapter, Hank the 
Cowdog chases after a mouse at the 
house where Slim, 

the ranch hand, lives but has no 
luck catching it. Slim gives Hank a 
can of sardines, as promised. Only 
Hank's luck turns a little bad because 
the sardines turn out have turned bad 
themselves. But Hank wolfs down 
the slightly spoiled sardines. After 
his meal, there is a knock on the 
door.)

I told you you’d never guess who 
it was.

You guessed Loper, right? Not 
even close. See, it was a woman's 
voice, therefore the person was a ... 
well, a woman, of course.

So your next guess was Sally 
May, right? Wrong again. Sally May 
was a woman, all right, but not the 
one at the door.

Give up?
OK. The voice at the door be

longed to a woman, and the woman 
just happened to be one of my all- 
time true loves. No. not Beulah or 
Miss Camper or Missy Coyote, the 
lovely princess, o r ...

By George, that's a pretty im
pressive list, isn't it? You bet it is. 
and without seeming to brag or 
boast, I could say that the list goes on 
and on.

It was Miss Viola, my lady friend 
... OK. Slim's and my lady friend 
who lived down the creek several 
miles - the very lady about who or 
whom we had been discussing that 
very day.

Quite a coincidence, huh?
She liked dogs, but the dog in 

particulary she liked the most was 
me. I mean, here was a lady who 
would smile when she saw me, and 
she would call me over and scratch 
me behind the ears and pull slickers 
out of my coat and let me stay inside 
the house and sleep at her feet

Yes, she was my kind of lady and 
here she was, standing at the door of 
Slim's house. I went suaighi to her, 
gave her a big cowdog smile, and 
accepted a nice scratch behind the 
ears.

"Well, hello. Hank. Is Slim 
around?"

Yes, but he was busy cleaning up 
garbage off the kitchen floor and we 
didn't need him hanging around and 
trying to steal the attention from my 
lady friend, so, uh, it would be OK 
with me i f ...

Rats. He heard her voice and 
come into the living room, wiping 
his hands on his jeans. I gave him a 
dark scowl but he didn't seem to 
notice.

"Well, I'll be dumed. Morning, 
Viola, won't you come in and sit?"

She continued to stand in the 
door, clutching her handbag in both 
hands. "Well, I didn't want to bother 
you."

"You ain't, believe me. Will you 
have a cup of coffee?"

"Oh ... well, I really shouldn't, 
but if it’s already made ..."

"Yes, it’s made. It's been ma<lc for 
three years. Here, sit yourself 
down."

He pointed to the big risking 
chair beside the woodsiovc, but be
fore she could sit, he had to clear out 
a .saddle and a pair of chaps.

She sal down on the edge of the 
chair and continued to hold her 
handbag, as though she might run 
away at any moment. She .seemed a 
bit uneasy about being there. Maybe 
it was the clutter of the place that 
made her uncomfortable.

While Slim was banging around 
in the kitchen, 1 noticed her eyes 
moving around the house. She .saw 
the Uail of dirty socks leading to the 
back bedroom. She saw the two 
holes in the shccuock, the pile of 
livestock papers on the floor, the 
dead flics on the window sill, and the 
empty Vienna sausage cans scat
tered around the room.

I happened to be watching her 
when she pecked into a coffee cup 
that was sitting on the table. Hcrcycs 
widened when she saw that the cof
fee was covered with a skim of white 
mold.

1 was cmbarras.scd. I mean. Slim 
was a terrible housekeeper and a 
lady of her quality had no businc.ss 
wasting her time with him. But me, 
on the other hand ...

Burp.
Miss Viola wrinkled her no.se. 

"Hank, have you been eating ... 
sardines?"

Who me? Oh no, not me. I, uh, 
never ate such things, or very sel
dom. In other words. Slim's house 
always smelled of stirdincs.

I slid my head onto her lap and 
looked up at her with eyes full of 
adoration.

She reached out a .soft rosc-pclal 
hand and began scratching me be
hind the cars.

Ah, sweet and lovely hidy. By 
George, if Slim was too thick
headed to take this fine lady to the 
dance, I ju.st might do it my.sclf.

He came out of the kitchen with a 
cup of coffee in each hand. He gave 
her a cup. "You want anything in 
your coffee?"

"Oh, if the cream and sugar is 
handy . . . ”

"Sure, you bet. Sit rigln there." He 
trotted back into the kitchen. "Viola, 
do you mind if there's a few ants in 
your sugar?"

"No ants, thank you. Cream will 
be fine."

The ice box door opened and shut. 
Then wc heard Slim say, "I don't 
know how long this milk’s been in 
here."

"Oh, don’t bother. I usually take 
my coffee black anyway."

He brought the carton out and .set 
it on the coffee labje. Then he 
flopped down in the chair across 
from Viola. She studied the date 
stam ped on the top ofthemilkearton 
and I saw her left eyebrow jump, 
ever so slightly.

I wondered what she had seen.

Next Week: Slim Serves Her, 
‘ Green Bean Juice

This is Chapter 6 from "The Case ’ 
of the Dancing Cowboy," a previ- 
ously unpublished book by John R. 
Erickson, a Texas rancher. 
Erickson, who has written 27 Hank ■> 
the Cowdog IxHiks for Gulf Pub
lishing, is giving this ll-chapicr^ 

book to ncw.spapcrs across the nation ’ 
to encourage children and others to - 
read.

8 1/2 X 11, 8 1/2 X 14, or 11 x17 
C O P IE S  A T T H E C R O S S J P L A IN ^ E V IF W1EW  1

Medicaid
If you or your children are Medicaid recipients age 21 or 
younger, you may be eligible for FREE DENTISTRY, 

Call Baird Family Dental Center (9IS) 854*1173

S«o4a «*!tt scrTiC 
to your parties, 
give out gifts to 
children, or even

to adults H O  H O  H O

Roy Dodd 
(254) 725-661G 
Crou.’', Plains. Tox.ac

http://www.heppyiackinc.com
http://www.advenlare-nt.com
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Settlem ent Possible
for Notch Victims

DECEMBER 19 
Ruth Letney 
Weldon McCorkle 
Melissa Parrish 
Max Watson 
Dwayne Wilson 
Don Gardner 
Mrs. Betty Jones 
Mrs. Joe Coppinger 
Greg McNutt 
David Reed 
Betty Mitcham

DECEMBER 20 
Robert Ray Simons 
Don Penn 
William Reynolds 
Bonnie Sheppard 
James Lawrence 
Rocky Champion 
Ted Don Archer 
Peggy Lee
Becky (Hicks) Lockyer 
Patricia (Meader) Hopkins 
Hannah Chambers

DECEMBER 23 
Bo Barr 
Bobby Sipes 
Roselyn Holmans 
Douglas Dallas 
Mrs. Kenneth Thate 
Janet Rister 
Weston Jones 
Cliff WaddeU U1 
Kenneth Sowell 
Jason Beauchamp 
Barbara (Purvis) Batton 
Lauretta Johnson 
Tommie Neff 
Star (Dodds) Burleson 
Mrs. Bertha Hoyt 
Lawana Freeman 
Ida Whitney 
Brian Haun
Vanessa (Taff) Mathison 
Sheila McPherson 
Loura Johnson 
Kay Dennis Mosley

DECEMBER 21
Allen Woody
Jackie Monsey
Cranz (Skipper) Nichols, Jr.
Jimmy Crawford
Eddie Hedrick
Beth Meador
Tommy Phillips, Jr.
Riley Allan

DECEMBER 22 
James Illingworth 
Peter Perry 
Cody Joe Sliger 
Mrs. B. Crow 
Gary D. Gilland 
James Goble 
Jerry Walker 
Thurman Furry 
Lindsey Meiron

r ----------
.haveTo have someone 

added or deleted 
from the Birthday 
List ĉall the Cross 
Plains" RopUw at 
aS4) 72S*«U1 W 
write to P.O. Box

T V

DECEMBER 24 
Tonya Steele 
Courtney Taylor 
Dena Jo Nickerson 
Mrs. E. B. Webb 
Justin Richey 
Mike Moore 
Frankie (Letney) Neeb 
Christy (Dewbre) Fox 
Judy Steele 
Patricia Webb 
Getrude McIntosh 
D. P. McCorkle 
Carol (Foster) Bectold 
Ethel Eastham 
Mrs. Emma Morgan 
Jim Alexander 
Lacy J. Koenig 
Christy Driskill 
Brandi Hutton 
Rita Falkner 
Theresa Adams 
James Conor Sweetman

New legislation has been inu-o- 
duced in Congress that would give 
Notch victims, a group of senior 
citizens bom 1917 through 1926, the 
option of receiving S5,0(X) in lump
sum payments. This new initiative, 
"The Notch Fairness Act," H.R. 
3008, introduced by Representative 
Mark Neumann (R-l-Wl), was ac
tively lobbied for by TREA Senior 
Citizens League (TSCL). TSCL has 
long sought a legislative proposal 
that addresses the Notch problem 
with the type of cost-capped solution 
that is in "The Notch Fairness Act." 
Representative Neumann's bill calls 
for affected persons aged 71 - to 80, or 
their surviving beneficiaries, to 
choose between lump-sum payments 
over four years ($1,250 per year) to
taling $5,000 or an improved benefit 
computation formula, which would 
increase their monthly Social Secu
rity benefits for a five-year period 
ending in 2002. Currently, this group 
of senior citizens receive up to an 
estimated $1,000 a year less in their. 
Social Security benefits.

After years of failed Notch bills, 
H.R. 3008 is the first Notch reform 
legislation that would provide the 
option of lump-sum payments. This 
new, innovative concept has the 
support of many senior citizens. In a 
survey conducted earlier this year by

TSCL, 83 percent of their members 
believed that the lump-sum settle
ment proposal was an acceptable so
lution to finally correcting the Notch 
injustice.

The Notch problem was created 
with the passage of the 1977 Social 
Security Amendments. At that time, 
the Social Security Trust Fund faced 
exhaustion by 1983. The amend
ments corrected an earlier cost-of- 
living-adjustment (COLA) formula 
which adjusted benefits too quickly. 
The underpayment was caused by the 
combined effects of a flawed Social 
Security benefit formula and run
away inflation which followed the 
passage of the Social Security 
Amendments of 1977.

This is illustrated in the following 
tables by James Kelley, Former Staff 
Director, Subcommittee on Social 
Security, House Ways and Means 
Committee and Joseph R. 
Humphreys, Former Professional 
Staff Member, Senate Finance 
Committee. The table on the follow
ing table illustrates what Congres
sional projections for the new law 
transition formula would have been if 
this example had been developed in 
1977. The chart on the right illustrates 
what actually occurred after the im
pact of inflation.

50 YEARS TOGETHER — Bob and Charlene Grider

Mr. & Mrs. Bob G rider To Celebrate  
Golden W edding Anniversary

Old vs. New Law —
Montlily Benefit Differentials for ^^'orker 

With Average Earnings Retiring at .Age 65

Alan. Jean and Claudette invite you 
to come and help celebrate Bob and 
Charlene Grider's fiftieth wedding 
anniversary at the Cross Plains
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Leanne Gibson 
Jimmy Van Story 
Mrs. Jack Rector 
Donald Stover 
Mrs. R. L. Moon 
Leslie Reed 
Karin Sabaitis 
Wesley Webb 
Brent Hutchins 
Blanche Thrasher 
Charlotte (Brown) Biggs 
Roger Crawford 
Joseph Jackson 
Mrs. Cal Long 
Daniel Bushnell

Birth Old New Difference in Old New Difference in
year law laxv °b dollars law law *0 dollars

1917 S492 $443 -10<?/o -$50 $614 5535 -13% -579
1918 $530 $460 -13% -570 $682 5553 -19% -5129
1919 $569 $489 -14% -S79 $733 $542 -26% -5191
1920 $605 $522 -14% -S83 $775 $548 -29% -5227
1921 $642 $554 -14% -588 $816 5578 -29% -S240
1922 $681 S587 -14% -$94 $841 $593 -29% -$248
1923 $721 $620 -14% -$101 S894 $626 -30% -5268
1924 $763 $655 -14% -$108 S943 $668 -29% -$275
1925 $807 $693 -14% -$114 $1004 $720 -28% -5284
1926 $853 $733 -14% -SI21 $1075 $751 -30% -5324

Bright - Lee Engagement 
Announced
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E. Bright 

would like to announce the engage
ment and approaching marriage of 
their daughter, Rebecca Kay to 
Robert Eugene Lee, son of Mr. and

Mrs. Lawrence H. Lee of Pioneer.
The couple plan to wed December 

26, 1997. at 2:00 p.m., at 606 
Calhoun in Rockdale.

A ll  friends o f the fam ily arc invited 

to attend.
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Rather than getting an adjusted 
monthly benefit which would have 
been no more than 14 percent less 
under the new law than under the old 
law. Notch victims took it on the chin. 
Benefit cuts were up 30 percent. This 
was not just a one time cut; Notch 
victims received lowered benefits ev
ery month from the day they retired.

Notch reform legislation, after 
coming close to achieving passage in 
1992, has been pushed to the back- 
burner by Congress as heated budget 
battles were waged over Medicare, 
Medicaid and correcting Consumer 
Price Index (CPI). While Congress 
and other senior advocacy groups 
focused their efforts on these impor
tant issues, TSCL persisted in push
ing the Notch reform issue as well.

The proposal calls for the cost, an 
estimated $60 billion, to be financed 
by clamping down on wasteful gov
ernment spending and porkbarrcl 
projects.

For more information about "The 
Notch Fairness Act," H.R. 3008, and 
how to help win pas.sage of this leg
islation, send a .scIf-addrcsscd busi
ness-sized envelop and $1.(K) for 
shipping and handling to: TREA Se
nior Citizens League, Dept. SF712, 
909 N. Washington St., #301, Alcx- 
y ^ V A  22314. _
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Community Center on Saturday, 
December 27, from 2 to 5 p.m.

Your attendance is your gift.
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