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Jail issue: Lots of talk, no action
Fire marshal says he's frustrated over lack of communication between his office and county court
By THOMAS JENKINS_________
S taff W riter

While debate concerning the 
county’s need for a new jail 
facility seems to be in endless 
supply, solutions have become 
increasingly hard to come by as 
the Howard County Commissi­
oner’s Court took no action on 
the matter during its Monday 
meeting.

The court — minus County 
Judge Ben Lockhart, who was

ill — listened to suggestions 
and concerns from several 
county taxpayers, including 
long-time resident Bill Chrane, 
who urged the court to take 
some “positive” steps in the 
matter.

“I didn’t come down here to 
chastise anyone. I came here on 
a positive motion to see if we 
can’t do some things that are 
positive for Howard County and 
this jail,” said Chrane. “I know 
we’ve been talking about this

“I ’ve sent five letters In the last year — the last 
one sent Feb. 22 — and have not received any 
response from the commissioner’s court yet. 
This Is very frustrating because these are 
serious matters concerning the safety o f the 
ja il’s inmates and staff. They are at great risk. ’’ Condray

jail a long time, but we haven’t 
done anything. We’ve been talk­
ing about it for 20 years, and 
now we have some proposals up

before us that need to have 
action taken on them.

“I know the people in the 
county have a difference of

opinions, people in the city and 
those among the commission­
ers court. I’m not here to tell 
you what to do because you are 
the bosses. What I want to do is 
give you my ideas.”

Chrane went on to say he 
doesn’t feel the northeast cor­
ner of Scurry and Third Street 
is a suitable site for the pro­
posed facility, and suggested 
several vacant lots or lots that

See JAIL, Page 3A
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Runnera In last yaar’s Big Spring State Park Master the Mountain Fun Run begin their trek near th6' park's office, locat­
ed atop the mountain. The Fun Run will once again take place at the park Saturday, April 9.

M aster the Mountain: Uphill run 
am idst W est Texas scenic beauty

By THOMAS JENKINS___________

County, co llege  
grant abatem ent 
fo r A lon project
By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Howard County and 
Howard College both gave 
Alon USA a thumbs up on 
upcoming improvements 
to its Big Spring facility, 
granting the company 
several years of tax abate­
ments for upcoming ultra- 
low sulfur diesel opera­
tions.

The Howard County 
Commissioners Court and 
trustees both heard pre­
sentations from Kent 
Sharp, executive director 
of Moore Development, 
concerning the proposed 
abatement, which both 
groups approved unani­
mously.

During a pair of 
Monday meetings. Sharp 
explained the abatements 
are part of a long list of 
capital improvements 
Alon USA plans to make 
in the coming years.

“They may very well be 
back here with a different 
project and a different 
abatement next year,”

Sharp

Sharp told col­
lege trustees. 
“They have a 
pretty long list 
of expendi­
tures they 
plan to make 
at the Big 
S p r i n g  
Refinery.” 

Sharp said 
the improvements to the 
facility’s low-sulfur diesel 
operations won’t effect 
the company’s bottom 
line, but it does offer a 
great deal to the commu­
nity when you look at the 
big picture.

“Some of the projects 
Alon USA presented us 
with won’t generate any 
more profits for them, it 
will just keep them in 
compliance with regula­
tions,” Sharp told 
trustees. “This is one of 
those projects, which I 
feel is one of the reasons 
the abatement committee 
supports it.

“These types of capital 

See ALON. Page 3A

Staff Writer
What does it take to conquer a 

mountain?
According to Big Spring State 

Park Manager Ron Alton, all it 
takes is fun.

Running and walking enthusi­
asts of every age are expected to 
“take to the mountain” soon, as the 
Big Spring State Park prepares to 
hold its annual “Master the 
Mountain” Fun Run/Walk.

While the lOK and 5K races seem 
to draw the serious competitors, 
Alton said the beauty of the moun­
tain draws just as many people for 
the walking division.

Alton

“You don’t have to 
run to be a part of the 
fun,” said Alton. “We 
get a lot of people who 
participate in the walk 
just because of the 
beauty of the park, and 
the view from the 200- 
foot bluff is just unbe­

lievable. Whether you’re 
running hard or just 

walking along, it’s hard to ignore 
the beauty from there.”

Set to start at 9 a.m. Saturday, 
April 8, Alton said he hopes people 
come away from the event with a 
special reminder about exercising.

“I started running about seven 
years ago, and it’s had a tremen­

dous impact on my health,” said 
Alton. “You can’t believe the 
amount of energy that it creates. It 
sounds funny, but exercise breeds 
energy. At the end of the run 
you’re so tired you can barely 
stand up, but the next day you 
have even more energy.”

Alton said the annual event poses 
a challenge to serious runners that 
many can’t find anywhere else.

“You really can’t find the kind of 
hills that we offer with this run 
anywhere else. I’ve heard runners 
refer to one of the hills on the run 
as Terminator Hill,” Alton said 
with h laugh. “The steep grades

See RUN, Page 5A

Card, W hite House 
chief of staff, resigns
Joshua Bolten named to replace him
By TERENCE HUNT
AP Correspondent

WASHINGTON -  
White House chief of staff 
Andy Card has resigned 
and will be replaced by 
budget director Joshua 
Bolten, President Bush 
announced Tuesday.

Bush announced the 
changes in an nationally 
broadcast appearance in 
the Oval Office.

“I have relied on Andy’s 
wise counsel, his calm in 
crisis, his absolute 
integrity and his tireless

commitment to public 
service,” Bush said, “The 
next three years will 
demand much of those 
who serve our country. 
We have a global war to 
fight and win.”

Card stood stoically 
with his hands by his 
sides as Bush lauded his 
years of service through 
the Sept. 11 attacks, war 
and legislative and eco­
nomic challenges.
Gripping the podium. 
Card said in his farewell:

See CARD, Page 3A
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P e c a n  w o r k s h o p  s e t

The Permian Basin Pecan Committee 
and Texas Cooperative Extensiori are 
sponsoring a pecan management work­
shop Saturday, beginning at 9 a.m. in the 
Midland County Extension Meeting Room, 
located at 2445 E. Highway 80, near the 
Midland County Exhibit Building.

Featured speakers will discuss variety 
selection, tree establishment, fertilizing 
trees, water management and pecan 
insect pest management. The workshop 
will be concluded by noon.

A registration fee of $5 will be charged 
to cover the cost of refreshments and 
materials. Two CEUs will be given to par­
ticipant who have TSA applicator licenses.

J u s t  a  t e c h n ic a l it y

EMERYVILLE, Calif. (AP) — John t 
Claassen is suing the popular online 
matchmaker eHarmony for refusing to 
help him find a date. The company says 
there’s one good reason: he’s married.

Claassen, a 36-year-old lawyer, filed a 
lawsuit in Alameda County Superior 
Court, alleging eHarmony abridged his 
civil rights by refusing to match him up.

He said the company, which has an 
“unmarried only” policy, broke state law by 
discriminating against him based on his 
marital status. He considers himself sepa­
rated. Claassen, who is seeking $12,000, 
said Monday he expects his divbrce to be 
official in about two months.

D o n ’ t  f o r g e t !

The Coahoma Stick Horse Rodeo is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. Thursday in the 
Coahoma Elementary School Gym. 
Everyone is invited
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Obituaries Police blotter
Filomena Valdez Hernandez

Filomena Valdez Hernandez, 62, of Pampa, formerly 
of Stanton, died Saturday, March 25, 2006, in Pampa. 
Vigil is today at 5 p.m. at St. Vincent dePaul Catholic 
Church in Pampa. Mass is 2 p.m. Wednesday, March 
29. 2006, at St. Vincent dePaul Catholic Church with 
the Rev. Juan Carlos Barragan offlciating. Burial will 
be in Fairview Cemetery.

She was born March 21. 1944, in Big Spring and 
moved firom Stanton to Pampa in 1990. She married 
Espirdion Torrez Hernandez, who preceded her in 
death in 1997. She was a member of St. Vincent dePaul 
Catholic Church.

She was also preceded in death by her parents, three 
children, a granddaughter and a brother.

She is survived by two sons, Jose Martin Hernandez 
and Joel Hernandez, both of Pampa; five daughters, 
Romona Hernandez Perez, Rosario Hernandez 
Anguino and Sofia Hernandez Rodriguez, all of 
Pampa, Maria Octavia Bay of Amarillo and Rosalinda 
Hernandez Saenz of Stanton; two brothers, Domingo 
Villa of Midland and Felipe Villa of Big Spring; one 
sister, Rosa Bustamante of Big Spring; 16 grandchil­
dren; and two great-grandchildren.

Memorials may be made to BSA Hospice, 800 N. 
Sumner, Pampa 79065.

Arrangements are under the direction of 
Carmichael-Whatley Funeral Directors in Pampa.

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow­
ing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. today:

• THEFT was reported in «Uie 400 block of Fourth 
Street.

• DISORDERLY CONDUCT - LANGUAGE was 
reported in the 700 block of Douglas.

• ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was 
reported in the 1500 block of Sycamore.

Sheriffs report

Gregory Posey
Gregory Posey, 44, of Big Spring died Monday, 

March 27,2006, at his residence. His services are pend­
ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & 
Crematory of Big Spring.

The Howard County SherlfFs Office reported the fol­
lowing activity:

• PHILLIP GARCIA, 29, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a motion to revoke 
probation for driving while license invalid with a pre­
vious conviction.

• NATHAN HOUSTON CAHOON, 35, was trans­
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of theft.

• SCOTT ANTHONY FOWLER JR., 17, was trans­
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of criminal mischief.

• MIGUEL MIKE VEGA. 45, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of unlaw­
fully carrying a weapon.

• BRANDON LEE RUSHIN, 36, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a motion to 
revoke probation for driving while intoxicated - third 
or more offense and a charge of failure to appear.

• DANIEL JESUS LEMON, 37. was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
criminal mischief/family violence.

Florine Cobb
Florine Cobb, 87, of Big Spring died Monday, March 

27, 2006, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center. Services 
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home. Pay 
your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Fire/EMS

Support Groups
TUESDAY
• The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6 

p.m. the last Tuesday of the month in the College 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane. 
The next meeting is March 28. Call Tracey at 263-4948 
for more information.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported ffie following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Gregg 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• GAS LEAK was reported in the 1900 block of 
Morrison. False call.

Around Town
WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Tena at 267-1883 or Lucy at 
264-1213 for more information.

• HERITAGE MUSEUM is open from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday and from 10 a.m. until 5 
p.m. Saturday. An admission fee, which includes 
entry into the Potton House, is $2 for adults and $1 for 
children.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM is open from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. Saturday.

• POTTON HOUSE, 200 Gregg, a restored historic 
home, is open from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday.

Take Note
• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM PRESENTS JOHN­

NIE LOU AVERY at 6 p.m. Thursday at the museum. 
In honor of Women’s History Month, Avery will speak 
about the achievements of women in the development 
of aviation and World War II. For more information, 
call the museum at 264-1999.

432 267-2414, Jimmy Anderson at 432 267-6143 or Opal 
Stout at 325 574-2150, or e-mail hiraney@crcom.net.

• BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1977 is 
gathering addresses for the 30th reunion. Mail contact 
information to Emily Boyd, 10817 Sandpiper Lane, 
Dallas or e-mail emilyboydl@aol.com.

• AN ACCOUNT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT 
CITIZENS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION for 21 month 
old Madysyn Hillger, in care of her grandmother, 
Debra Hillger. Madysyn has been diagnosed with a 
rare neurological-genetic disorder, Rett Syndrome. 
Donations will be applied to travel, medical and lodg­
ing expenses. For more information, call 264-7340 or 
816-1024.

• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM IS COLLECTING 
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which 
will display memories of Big Spring over the years. 
Share your memories and your recipes. Contact the 
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

• LIMITED BOOTH SPACE FOR THE ANNUAL 
HEALTH FAIR, with this year’s theme, “Don’t 
Gamble on Your Health’’ is available until Friday for 
$100. For more information or to reserve a booth, call 
Nancy Newell at 264-7641 or e-mail 
nnewell@bigspringchamber.com.

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor­
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

• A CELEBRATION OF AMERICAN MUSIC: 
GEORGE GERSHWIN’S “PORGY AND BESS” with 
the Big Spring Symphony Chorus is scheduled for 8 
p.m. April 8 in the Municipal Auditorium. For more 
information, contact Dr. Keith Graumann, symphony 
conductor, at 267-1826 or e-mail Graumann@cox.net

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you 
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.\

• AARP TAX PREPARA'nON FREE INCOME 
TAX PREPARATION is at the Senior (Center Monday 
from 8 a.m. until noon. The AARP program will wrap- 
up for the year April 10. Electronic filing will be avail­
able. For more information on the program, contact 
Gloria Hopkins at 267-6733.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun­
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda 
Hamm at 263-7827.

• FIFTH ANNUAL CITYWIDE EASTER EGG 
HUNT is set for noon April 15 at the Birdwell Lane 
Park featuring an Easter bunny. Sponsorships are 
available. For more information, call Jennifer Patton 
at 432-263-6351 or e-mail Jennifer.patton@kbyg.net.

• BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are 
In critical need of foster families. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the children in the community who 
have been abused or neglected. For more information 
on becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

• KEEP BIG SPRING BEAUTIFUL FLEA MAR­
KET is 7 a.m. until 4 p.m. May 6 in the Big Spring 
Mall parking lot and bootn space is available. 
Applications are available at the mall office or the Big 
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce. For more infor­
mation, call 263-9231.

• CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for 
infant cars seats to be given to needy families.' Call 
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

• BIG SPRING mOH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1986 
20th REUNION needs addresses and contact informa­
tion for classmates. Call Kelly at 8184540.

• FORSAN EX-STUDENT ASSOCIA’nON ANNU­
AL ALL-CLASS REUNION is Aug. 5. Names, address­
es and class years for Forsan exes are needed. Submit 
information or pictures for a newsletter before June 15 
to Ida Lou Raney, 5216 Dawson Dr., Big Spring or call

Coronado Hills Apartments
1 Betkoom • $375 • 2 Bedroom • $475 • 3 Bedroom • $575

801 W . M arcy  •  4 3 2 -2 6 7 -6 5 0 0
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patloe, Covered Parking 
A Waaher - Dryer Conn.
2-a Bedroom

Bulletin Board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edltorOblgspringherald.oom
TODAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 2684721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon in the 
Howard College Cactus Room.

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center at the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.
• The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E. 

Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For 
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or 
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 
or 267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 

western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur­
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. AH area senior 
citizens are invited.

SATURDAY
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

•' . -irVriFood Distribution
• SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright, 

has free food for the area needy. Distribution is 
scheduled from 10 k.m. to noon every Thursday.

Weather
Tonight...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of show­

ers and thunderstorms. Lows in the mid 50s. 
Southeast winds 15 to 20 mph.

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. A 20 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 70s. 
South winds 15 to 20 mph.

Wednesday night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the 
upper 50s. South winds 15 to 25 mph.

Thursday...Partly cloudy in the morning then clear­
ing. Highs in the mid 70s. West winds 15 to 20 mph.

Thursday night...Mostly clear. Cooler. Lows in the 
upper 40s. ^

Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 70s.
Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 50s.
Saturday...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of 

showers and Thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 70s.
Saturday night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent 

chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the 
upper 50s.

Lottery
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night; 
Winning numbers drawn: 6-14-18-23-37. 
Number matching five of five: none.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-14-31-32. Bonus Ball: 11. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing:

$1,200,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-0-7
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Courtesy photo
Coahoma High School students fared well at the district University Interscholastic League contest, with many Individuals 
and two teams advancing to regional competition.

C o a h o m a  exits d istrict com petion with 
aw ard s, tick e ts to regional UIL contest
Special to the Herald

Thirteen Coahoma High 
School students will be 
packing their bags for 
regional University 
Interscholastic League 
academic competition, 
following the school’s 
strong showing at the dis­
trict contest.

Amy Hiler took first 
place in accounting and 
helped lead the CHS 
accounting team to a 
blue-ribbon performance. 
Also on the accounting 
team were Terrell Bibb, 
who placed second indi­
vidually; Joe Holguin, 
third; and Sarah Dunn, 
"linth.

'^oal jina’s Simon 
Stolarczyk walked off 
with the top individual 
award in science, helping 
his school’s science team 
to a first place finish as 
well. Also on the team 
were Logan Stone, who 
took second; and Colter 
Morgan, sixth.

Stolarczyk — the meet’s 
top scorer in chemistry 
and physics — also placed 
fourth in math and sixth 
in number sense.

First place teams and 
first through third place 
individuals automatically 
qualified for the regional 
contest, which will be

held April 22 in Abilene. 
Second place teams and 
fourth place individuals 
are alternates to region.

Stone also qualified for 
region by placing third in 
editorial writing. He 
placed sixth in both head­
line and feature writing.

Morgan placed fifth in 
social studies.

Others qualifying for 
region included LaTisha 
McCartney, first in prose 
interpretation; Chris 
Weihert, first in news 
writing; Ryan Green, sec­
ond in informative speak­
ing; Kelsey Butts, third in 
feature writing; and Trey 
Thornton, third in cur­
rent events.

Coahoma had three sec­
ond-place teams. They 
included current events 
— William Reilly, fifth 
individually and Ryan 
Green, sixth individually; 
spelling — Geno Jacquez, 
fourth; Stephen Ewing, 
eighth; and Chelsea 
Watts, 13th; and social 
studies — Ewing, 12th 
and Taylor Haile, 16th.

Here’s a list of Coahoma 
results:

Sarah Bartlett: ready 
writing, fifth.

Terrell Bibb: account­
ing, second; first place 
team.

Kelsey Butts: feature

writing, third.
Kim Calvert: news writ­

ing, fourth.
Megan Conely: prose 

interpretation, fifth.
Liz Conley: poetry inter­

pretation, fifth.
Patrick Croft: poetry 

interpretation.
Sarah Dunn: account­

ing, ninth; first place 
team; ready writing; edi­
torial writing.

Stephen Ewing:
spelling, eighth, second 
place team; social studies, 
12th, second place team.

Randi Gerstenberger: 
persuasive speaking.

Ryan Green: current 
events, sixth, second 
place team; informative 
speaking, second.

Taylor Haile: social 
studies, 16th, second 
place team; number 
sense, third; science.

Brandon Hildebrand: 
spelling fifth, second 
place team.

Amy Hiler: accounting, 
first, first place team.

Joe Holguin: account­
ing, third, first place 
team; informative speak­
ing.

Geno Jacquez: spelling 
fourth, second place team

Ashley Martin: comput 
er applications, eith 
number sense, 10th.

LaTisha McCartney

prose interpretation, first.
Rebecca McEndree: per­

suasive speaking, fourth.
Tabitha Medina: news 

writing, sixth; feature 
writing, fourth; headline 
writing.

Colter Morgan: social 
studies, fifth; science, 
sixth, first place team.

Regan New: science, 
eighth; number sense.

Callie Paige: ready writ­
ing, sixth; editorial writ­
ing, sixth; math.

William Reilly: current 
events, fifth, second place 
team; math; informative 
speaking.

Simon Stolarczyk: sci­
ence, first, first place 
team; number sense, 
sixth; math, fourth; biolo 
gy altenrative; top scorer, 
chemistry; top scorer, 
physics.

Logan Stone: editorial 
writing, third; headline 
writing, sixth; feature 
writing, sixth; science, 
second, first place team.

Trey Thornton: current 
events, third; social stud­
ies, seventh; science, sev­
enth; math, ninth.

Chelsea Watts: headline 
writing; spelling, 13th, 
second place team.

Chris Weihert: current 
events, ninth; news writ­
ing, first; persuasive 
speaking, fifth.

ALON
Continued from Page lA

expenditure projects are 
vital because they keep 
the facility up-to-date, and 
when a situation similar 
to when the refinery was 
sold to Alon USA from 
Fina it’s makes it a lot 
more attractive. So these 
types of mandated pro­
jects not only keep the 
facility going, it also 
helps to ensure the future 
of the refinery.”

Sharp explained to both

taxing entities the abate­
ment would follow a six- 
year schedule, granting 
Alon USA 100 percent 
abatement for the 
improvements for five 
years, dropping to 50 per­
cent in the sixth year, and 
no abatement beginning 
in the seventh year, pro­
jected to be 2013.

“This project represents 
a $16.5 million investment 
by Alon USA,” said 
Sharp.

And while the county 
and community college 
are hoping to help with 
the abatements. Sharp

said new verbiage in the 
abatement contract pro­
tects both entities from a 
double-whammy should a 
lawsuit be filed.

“We’re always looking 
at these types of contracts 
and ways to keep them up 
to date,” said Sharp. “In 
this case, we discovered 
that a number of other 
cities and tax entities are 
using a new clause to pro 
tect themselves should 
the company feel its 
appraised value is too 
high, and the resulting 
conflict turns into a law­
suit.

CARD
Continued from Page lA

“You’re a good man, Mr. 
President.” Card’s eyes 
were watery. Card said he 
looks forward to just 
being Bush’s friend. Bush 
then gave him five quick 
slaps on the back and the 
two walked out of the 
Oval Office together.

The president called 
Bolten a man with broad 
experience, both on Wall 
Street and in Washington, 
including the last three 
years as director of the 
Office of Management 
and Budget.

“Josh is a creative poli­
cy thinker,” Bush said. 
“He is an expert on the

budget and our economy. 
He is a man of candor and 
humor and directness. No 
person is better prepared 
for thi§ important posi­
tion.”

“Fm deeply honored 
now by the opportunity to 
succeed Andy Card as 
White House chief of 
staff,’’ Bolten responded. 
“I said, ‘Succeed 'Andy 
Card, not replace him,’ 
because he cannot be 
replaced.”

The move cames as 
Bush is buffeted by 
increasing criticism of 
the drawn-out war in Iraq 
and as fellow Republicans 
have suggested pointedly 
that the president bring 
in new aides with fresh 
ideas and new energy.

Card came to Bush

recently and suggested 
that he should step down 
from the job that he has 
held from the first day of 
Bush’s presidency, said 
an administration official 
earlier.

Bush decided during a 
weekend stay at Camp 
David Md., to accept 
Card’s resignation and to 
name Bolten as his 
replacement, said the 
source who spoke on con­
dition of anonymity 
because he did not want 
to pre-empt the president.

Bolten is widely experi­
enced in Washington, 
both on Capitol Hill as 
well as at the White 
House, where he was 
deputy chief of staff 
before becoming director 
of the Office of
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have abandoned build­
ings on them instead.

“We need •the, jail as 
close to downtown as we 
can get it so we can keep 
our business downtown,” 
Chrane told the court. 
“We need to keep the traf­
fic downtown ... We don’t 
need to build a jail where 
we’re already cramped 
before we start and we 
don’t have any pax'king or 
side streets. Jails have a 
lot of traffic.”

Local architect Phil 
Furqueron, who the coun­
ty is currently contract­
ing with for design of the 
facility, also made a short 
presentation concerning a 
preliminary study on 
adding a story to the 
Howard County
Courthouse to house the 
jail.

“I've talked to some con­
tractors to get an idea of 
what it would cost to add 
a story to the courthouse 
and put a 96 bed facility 
up there, and it looks like 
about $8.75 million,” said 
Furqueron. “After look­
ing at it. I have no doubt 
that it can be done. 
However, I do have some 
conco! nr about the con- 
ciete columns on the 
thii'd and fourth floors, 
but all of that would be 
determined by a detailed 
sti uctural analysis.”

A 141-bed facility, 
which has been recom­
mended by the Texas 
Commission on Jail 
Standaids on several 
occasions, will not fit 
without fhe addition of 
two floor . according to 
Funiueion, wlio said he 
lias serious doubts the 
structure can handle the 
weight load.

Furqueron said the pro­
ject would t.ike more than 
two year.-̂  to complete, 
eflcctivi'y shutting down 
th(' county s ability to 
house pri.soners for the 
duration, a fact made 
even more oimnous by a 
repo! t ;rom Sheriff Dale 
Walkei ■ oncerningout-of- 
cnimt\ iiousing.

I>!ckcn> County Jail, 
which we contract with, 
is tuli ; i<dit now.” Walker 
toid me com 1. “We also 
have a ^ ’onti act with 
t’|)(un ■''..inty, ,but they 
;u "n'! ... c(. pling any pris- 
on -'-; I c;hl now, either.

ii I edit now, we 
don t I'avf iiu where to 
put (irisoiif rs when our 
j.iil i ' tul!.' ,

Hie Spring Fire Marshal 
( ;u! < ondray .dso spoke 
duroi;, the meeting, 
tt'lliiv. r ommissioners he

“In that case, both sides 
are going to incur legal 
fees. However, in theory, 
the company would be 
able to pay for its legal 
fees with the money 
saved through the abate­
ment. So a clause was 
developed to allow the 
entity to terminate the 
abatement if a lawsuit is 
filed.”

Sharp said he even went 
,a step further, expanding 
the clause to include the 
taxes abated during the 
entire period, but wasn’t 
able to get Alon USA offi­
cials to agree with the

clause.
“They weren’t comfort­

able with the ideas of hav­
ing to open up the books 
from the previous years, 
so there was a real knee- 
jerk I ( action to that part 
of the clause, which we 
drop|ied,“ said Sharp. 
“What we have now is the 
couMii 'Dii: iH'tween us.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jen Tins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or hy e-mail 
at ( itrdc.'ikm hittspringher-
al(l.c('tn

Management and Bud|et.
At a White House news 

conference last week, 
Bush was asked about 
rumors that a shake up in 
the White House staff was 
in the works. Bush said 
he was “satisfied with the 
people I’ve surrounded 
myself with.”

Airgas
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is frustrated with the lack 
of communication 
between his office and the 
court.

“I’ve sent five letters in 
the last year — the last 
one sent Feb. 22 — and 
have not received any 
response from the com­
missioner’s court yet,” 
Condray told the court. 
“This is very frustrating 
because these are serious 
matters concerning the 
safety of the jail’s inmates 
and staff. They are at 
great risk.”

When asked if any of 
the four commissioners 
present at the meeting 
had seen or been told 
about the letters, which 
Condray claimed were 
delivered to Lockhart, all 
four members of the court 
shook their heads to the 
negative.

“This is very alarming, 
at best,” said Condray. 
“In the future, I will 
make sure a copy of the 
letters are delivered to 
each of you individually.
I was under the impres­
sion they were being 
taken to you.” 

Commissioners took no 
action on the jail matter 
during the meeting.

The county jail has been 
a major point of discus­
sion and division at the 
county level for the past 
several years. The exist­
ing jail fails to meet state 
standards in several 
areas, but the state has 
granted waivers — or 
“variances,” as the state 
commission describes 
them — on many of these 
areas, allowing the jail to 
remain in operation.

Jail problems that have 
been granted waive»'‘̂ 
include not b""' at 
least, tw'- ..oostructed 
ex’tc aom the jail; inade­
quate fire suppression 
equipment; no reliable 
means of remotely 
unlocking and locking of 
cells; exit doors that 
swing against traffic; and 
corridors that are too nar­
row.

The source of the divi­
sion among commission­
ers seems to center 
around location and size, 
as the court has consid­
ered putting the facility 
on the northeast corner of 
Scurry and Third Street, 
as well as a location West 
of town on FM 700.

And while commission­
ers seem no closer to set­
tling on a location for the 
much-needed facility, the 
size of the facility has 
also met with a great deal 
of controversy, pitting a 
96-bed facility against a 
144-bed jail:

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 2̂ 3- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mad 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com
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Florine Cobb, 87, died 
Monday. Services are 
pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home,
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Don’t forget
Trash-Off
is Saturday

pring has arrived and it’s time for that
i L   ̂traditional “spring cleaning” of our 

community known as the Don’t Mess 
with Texas Trash-Off which will be 

observed Saturday.
Organizers hope 300 local volunteers or more 

will join the more than 180,000 across the state 
who will pick up an estimated two million 
pounds of litter from Texas roadsides and city 
parks.

Pat Simmons, the local coordinator for the 
event, is seeking anyone interested to come out 
and take part in the Trash-Off, whether they 
volunteer as individuals, groups or organiza­
tions.

Simmons is encouraging all property owners 
to take part in the event by not only cleaning 
up their property, but to volunteer by helping 
clean up vacant lots and other areas through­
out the city.

Plastic bags are available for participants and 
they can be picked up Friday from 9 a.m. to 
noon at the Big Spring Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Volunteers may also call Simmons 
at 263-4607, not only to register individually or 
as a group, but to arrange for picking up bags 
early.

Trash dumpsters will be placed at Heart of 
the City Park downtown, making it convenient 
for participants to dispose of the trash they've 
collected. As in other years, volunteers are 
asked to separate cans, which will be collected 
as a Keep Big Spring Beautiful fund-raiser.

There will be hot dogs and a drawing for 
prizes and gifts for children at the park for 
who participate.

We encourage anyone who can to take part in 
this weekend’s Trash-Off. You’ll not only get a 
sense of achievement, but you’ll help make 
sure Big Spring continues to be what we con­
sider the prettiest city in West Texas.

A  S m a l l  P rayer

by K. Rae Anderson
Dear Lord, when we invite You into our life you lead us 

step by step. Amen

How To  C o n ta c t  U s

L etter policies

Why Bush is doing a good job

D ebra

Saunders

How me to explain why I 
remain among the dwin­
dling numbers of

__ __ Americans — about 37
percent, according to the 
American Research Group — who 
approve of the job President Bush 
is doing.

The death toll of ......
American troops 
and Iraqis killed by 
terrorist attacks 
keeps growing.
Voters are fatigued, 
and Bush is sinking 
in the opinion polls.
Of course it is dis­
heartening to read 
the casualty num­
bers every morning, 
as U.S. troops battle
an often invisible ^__________
enemy that also .......... ....
attacks Iraqis struggling to restore 
order to their nation.

Antiwar types began calling the 
situation in Iraq a “quagmire” in 
the first month of the war. After 
three years, that term is resonat­
ing with the public. It’s a fact:
This is not a quick, easy war. It 
has far exceeded the 43-day 
Persian Gulf War of 1991.

For the record, I do not mean to 
be critical of war coverage from 
journalists in Iraq. They are doing 
the best they can, and their 
reportage, no doubt, helped 
reshape military and political 
strategy for the better. I do, how­
ever, object to a Beltway mentali­
ty, seen in how Washington jour­
nalists report on the politics of the 
war, which reflects the apparent 
belief that wars are supposed to go 
by the book. When television news 
anchors announce bad news, they 
usually frame it as a reflection on 
Bush, not the insurgents.

Or as British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair put it in a speech this 
Week, insurgency forces “play our 
own media with a shrewdness that

would be the envy of many a polit­
ical party. Every act of carnage 
adds to the death toll. But some­
how, it serves to indicate our 
responsibility for disorder, rather 
than the act of wickedness that 
causes it. For us, so much of our 
opinion believes that what was 
done in Iraq in 2003 was so wrong 
that it is reluctant to accept what 
is plainly right now.”

Bush does not have the luxury of 
allowing the bad news to defeat 
him. Yes, Bush could declare vie- , 
tory and pull out. After all,
Saddam Hussein no longer rules. 
But Bush understands that there 
can be no victory if Islamic 
extremists see the United States 
engage its powerful military, only 
to bolt when the public gets antsy.

You hear people lamenting about 
how there is no political leader­
ship anymore. Yet, here it is. 
Asked at a White House press con­
ference Tuesday if he thought he 
had the “political capital” he 
claimed when he won the 2004 
election, Bush answered, “I’d say 
I’m spending that capital on the 
war.” Indeed, Bush is willing to 
run his poll numbers into the 
ground in order to do what he 
believes he has to do.

Contrast Bush with California 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
changes his agenda with the wind, 
not because he is willing to tackle 
difficult w'ork, but because he 
needs to score some political 
points as he prepares to run for 
re-election. It makes me appreciate 
the fact that Bush is constant.

Yes, at times Bush drives me 
crazy, too. His refusal to veto any 
spending bills fueled a growing 
deficit. The Bushies were danger­
ously overconfident about what it 
would take to win the war in Iraq. 
They may well have underestimat­
ed how many troops were needed 
in 2003.

This summer, he dropped the 
ball. He allowed public support for

the war to soften. While I think 
state and local ofUcisds carry the 
blame for infrastructure failures
— a la Katrina — Bush was flat- 
footed in responding to the disas­
ter.

Not only will Bush never be as 
articulate as Blair, he’ll never 
learn how to pronounce “nuclear.” 
Perhaps Bush’s biggest political 
failing has been his inability to 
get Americans to dislike his crit­
ics more than they dislike him — 
although I got the feeling Bush 
was learning the game Tuesday, 
when he referred to the National 
Security Agency wiretap contro­
versy thusly: “I did notice that 
nobody from the Democratic Party 
has actually stood up and called 
for the getting rid of the terrorist 
surveillance program. You know, 
if that’s what they believe, if peo­
ple in the party believe that, then 
they ought to stand up and say it.”

Bush nailed it. Since his elec­
tion, partisan Democrats repeated­
ly have voted in favor of his pro­
posals — Iraq, the Patriot Act — 
only to snipe at them when they 
see an opportunity to wound the 
Republican president. They have 
every right to criticize policies 
with which they disagree, but they 
were not elected to approve a war
— if they weren’t willing to do 
their utmost to win it.

For his part, and with all his 
faults, the president is trying to do 
something great. If he succeeds, 
the world will be a better place. 
That’s what matters.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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A d d r esses

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

State Capitol, Room 2S.1 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, 78711 
Phone: (512) 463-2000

(432) 268-9909

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

Joann Knox —  Home: 
816-9083; Work (BSISD): 
264-3635.

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator 
Washington, DC 20510- 
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator 
703 Hart Office Building 
Washington, 20510  
Phone: 202-224-5922

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th 
Cong. District)
1510 Scurry 
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722

• PETE LANEY
State Representative 
Texas 85th District 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, 78768 
Phone: (512) 463-0604

• RICK PERRY
Governor

•KEL SELIGER
State Senator 
401 Austin, suite 101 
Big Spring, 79720

Russ McEwen, M ayor 
—  Home: 263-0907; Work 
(Russ McEwen 
Insurance): 267-1413.

Greg Biodison —  
Home: 267-6009; Work 
(Greg’s Grill): 267-7121.

W.A. “Woody” Jumper 
— Home: 263-0782; Work 
(BSSH): 267-8216.

Stephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306; Work 
(VA Medical Center): 263- 
7361..

JoAnn Staulcup —
Home: 263-4980.

Gloria McDonald —  
Home: 263-4835.

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

Office — 264-2200.

Ben Lockhart, C ounty 
J udge —  Home: 263- 
4155; Office: 264-2202.

Emma Brown —  Home: 
267-2649.

Jerry Kilgore —  263- 
0724; Work (Jerry's 
Barbers): 267-5471.

Bill Crooker —  Home: 
263-2566.

Gary Simer —  Home: 
263-0269.

We’re getting no respect

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions. 
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7^1
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at
editorObigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan 

at new8deskObigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.'
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provi^ a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for vert^tion purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We rseerve the right to limit pubiication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are urwigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Loiters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 70721. They can also be e- 
moled to edNorOblgapringhehdd.com

F’ow dumb do they think 
) we are? By they, I mean 
President Bush and his 
White House team. By 

we, I mean the American people.
With his poll numbers literally 

in the toilet, the president and his 
team have launched a public rela­
tions campaign to build support 
for the war in Iraq. Countering 
criticism that the president lives 
inside a bubble, he’s even taking 
questions, both fiom the press and 
from real people.

So the president last week went 
to the City Club in Cleveland and 
to Wheeling, W.V., and even held 
a televised press conference, albeit 
in the morning, not in prime-time.

But what Bush has not done is 
admit that he or his team made 
any mistakes.

The only actual news he’s made 
in three days of carefully staged 
public appearances is to make 
clear that the war will go on even 
longer than many of us thought — 
that it will be the next president, 
and not Bush, who ends it.

Is that supposed to build sup­
port?
(Asked by his longtime press 
jmesis, Helen 'Thomas, for the 
^al reason for the war, given that 

the stated reasons proved false, 
lie president could do no better 

than to Invoke 9-11. But by now, 
most Americans have figured out 
that Saddam Hussein and Osama 
bin Laden weren’t working togeth­
er, and that al-Qaida didn’t come 
to Iraq until we did.

So w'hat’s going on? Pure P.R.
This isn’t about a change in 

strategy. It isn’t about a new mes­
sage. The president hasn’t decided 
to be frank with the American 
people, to tell people anything 
new, to address honestly the con­
cerns people feel. The reasons for 
his low approval ratings aren’t, 

ultimately, that he 
hasn’t talked enough, 
but that people don’t 
agree with what 
they’ve heard.

Even if you accept 
the baisic premise of 
this war, whatever it 
was, there is no ques­
tion that serious mis­
takes were made in 
its execution. In 
“Cobra II: The Inside 
Story of the Invasion 

and Occupation of Iraq,” a new 
book by Michael R. Gordon and 
Gen. Bernard E. Trainor, the 
authors detail a painfully long 
series of errors and miscommuni- 
cations, in which military experts 
were ignored, field commanders 
overruled and requests for a larger 
ground force denied. The insur­
gency we see today was by no 
means inevitable, the authors 
argue convincingly, but was the 
product of our mistakes. While 
some resistance was inevitable, it 
would have been far smaller had 
these mistakes not been made.

So what does the president have 
to say about these charges? 
Nothing. What does he have to say

Susan

Estrich

for the mistakes. Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld? He’s 
doing an excellent job. What 
would it take in this administra­
tion to not be doing an excellent 
job? How many would have to die 
for the president to conclude that 
mistakes had been made and some 
sort of apology, much less a 
replacement, was in order? Who 
knows?

This is a president who never 
sees mistakes, never acknowledges 
errors and never apologizes. In his 
last round of speeches and ques­
tions and answers, he has stuck to 
exactly the same script he has 
been spewing not for months, but 
for years — even as the war con­
tinues to drag on.

The expectation in the White 
House is that merely seeing and 
hearing the president saying the 
same things over and over again 
will cause people to change their 
minus. In other words, they think 
people are stupid.

Fool me once, shame on you.
Fool me twice, shame on me. The 
one thing a president should do is 
respect his audience. This presi­
dent and his team have forgotten 
that lesson, and it shows.

about the man most responsible

To find out more about Susan 
Estrich. and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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Immigrant advocates claim victory with Senate committee biii
By SUZANNE GAMBOA
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON -  Immigrant 
supporters claimed their first 
major victory since the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks after a biparti­
san group of senators approved 
legislation that would give mil­
lions of illegal immigrants a 
chance at citizenship.

“It’s a big day for us. We may 
not have a lot of big days, but 
this is a big day,” Frank 
Sharry, executive director of 
the National Immigration 
Forum, a pro-immigrant group, 
said after the Senate Judiciary 
Committee approved a package 
of immigration and border 
security measures Monday.

Restaurant owners, agricul­
tural groups. Democrats and 
others who had been pushing 
for a way for immigrants to 
earn legal permanent residency 
— the first step to citizenship — 
also claimed victory.

There was no immediate reac­
tion from the White House, and 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C. 
said he hoped President Bush, 
who advocates a so-called guest

worker program, would partici­
pate in efforts to fashion con­
sensus legislation.

For his part. Bush said he was 
determined to see some provi­
sion made on behalf of illegal 
immigrants who have been 
working in this country.

“Don’t underestimate me,’’ 
Bush told Mexican and 
Canadian reporters in an inter­
view Monday. He said that no 
one should discount his ability 
to get a new immigration bill 
ft-om Congress despite his 
struggles with lawmakers in 
the past year.

The next step is the full 
Senate, where Majority Leader 
Bill Frist, R-Tenn., is negotiat­
ing with other senators on how 
to handle the committee’s bill 
and his own proposal, which 
focuses more on punishing 
employers who hire undocu­
mented workers.

“The situation along our 
Southern borders now ranks as 
a national security challenge, 
second only to the war on ter­
ror,” Frist said Monday. “Every 
day thousands of people violate

oiu: firontlers.”
Frist said the Senate will 

begin a debate on immigration 
later this week with the aim of 
passing a bill by April 7. The 
debate will give Americans a 
glimpse of two candidates for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination in 2008: Frist and 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., an 
architect of the bill approved by 
the Judiciary Committee.

McCain said the turnouts in 
the hundreds of thousands — 
particularly among Hispanics 
— at recent rallies in Los 
Angeles, Chicago and 
Washington helped galvanize 
support for the bill.

“I’d like to point out that a lot 
of these young people are chil­
dren and grandchildren of peo­
ple who came here illegally 
who are citizens themselves 
who don’t want their grand­
mother sent back to 
Guadalajara,” McCain said.

McCain acknowledged that 
there were “sharp divisions” 
within the Republican Party 
over the approach to illegal 
immigration. Despite Bush’s

support for letting illegal immi­
grants with jobs avoid deporta­
tion, many Republicans vow to 
prevent what they say amounts 
to amnesty firom becoming law.

Any bill produced by the 
Senate would also have to be 
reconciled with the get-tough 
House bill, which would make 
illegal immigrant felons.

In general, the Judiciary 
Committee’s bill is designed to 
strengthen enforcement of U.S. 
borders, regulate the flow into 
the country of guest workers 
and determine the legal future 
of the estimated 11 million 
immigrants living in the United 
States illegally.

The bill would double the 
Border Patrol and authorize a 
“virtual wall” of unmanned 
vehicles, cameras and sensors 
to monitor the U.S.-Mexico bor­
der. It also would allow more 
visas for nurses and agriculture 
workers, and shelter humani­
tarian organizations from pros­
ecution if they provide non­
emergency assistance to illegal 
residents.

The most contentious provi­

sion would permit illegal aliens 
currently in the country to 
apply for citizenship without 
first having to return home, a 
process that would take at least 
six years. They would have to 
pay a fine, learn English, study 
American civics, demonstrate 
they had paid their taxes and 
take their piace behind other 
applicants for citizenship, 
according to aides to Kennedy, 
D-Mass., who wais instrument^ 
in drafting the legislation.

Kennedy credited the “faith 
community” for building sup­
port for a guest worker pro­
gram.

The Judiciary Committee also 
approved a five-year plan to 
provide visas for about 1.5 mil­
lion agriculture workers and 
allow them to eventually seek 
legal residency.

Recent polls show that about 
six in 10 Americans oppose let­
ting illegal immigrants remain 
in the country and apply for cit­
izenship and three of every lour 
don’t believe the government is 
doing enough to stem the con­
tinuing tide of new arrivals.

: 5 ^ pleaded ̂ U ty  inDecemb(BrN .H . flig h t a tten d an t .  ̂ ^ .vdefiraud the govern;
d ies in Texas c r a s h . ^  felse and fraudulent claims.

FREMONT, company, Loftis
Hampshire woman-. wlibse , pHtn* of tools'used by
spared from the,^Sept.-T|r twrorigt
attacks by a chance ^chedulinsr of C^^d^iiding the Department of Defense’s 
family medical appointment ha8 ;ddfld; FM6*aiMl,E-22. The tool company would 
from injuries suffered Ih  a  TiMtas buy the tools at a lower price and
crash. ' ‘ ^

Relatives said flight 
Marilyn Gates, 52, was in Texas to' 
attend a weekend wedding when a 
sport utility vehicle hit the car in 
which she was riding Saturday at a 
suburban intersection north of Dallas.

. '?;-^.*'koep the profits  
atten d an t To. cover the inflated costs, Loftis and 

*othen under his direction used a com­
puter scanner to create false invoices 

"vdien the aeronautics .^company per­
formed audits.S!>,.?/ *

Loftis ̂ ,was A sentenced by District
Texas Department of Safety officials ; J u c ^  Terry R. Means to 87 months in 

identified the SUV driver as Stephen^* prison «nd was ordered to pay $20 mil-
Mole, of Keller. Spokeswoman Usa 
Block said speed was a factor in the 
crash. She said Keller ran a traffic light 
and struck the other car.

Gates’ husband, Fremont Selectman 
Don Gates, a retired state trooper, was 
hurt in the crash and was released after 
hospital treatment.

Fremont Selectman Eugene Cordes 
was driving. He and two other passen­
gers, Beverly Brooks, a real estate 
agent, and Griffin Cordes, 17, both of 
Fremont, also were injured. .

On Sept. 11 Marilyn Gates was sup­
posed to be working aboard American 
Airlines Flight 11, which was crashed 
into the World Trade Center. She 
missed the flight to be witti her father 
that day for a doctor’s appointment.

“She knew them all, because that was 
her regular crew,” her brother-in-law, 
Paul Porter, told the New Hampshire 
Union Leader.

C o lleyv ille  m an sentenced  
fo r defraud ing  governm ent

FORT WORTH (AP) -  The former 
president of a tool company that sup­
plied the Department of Defense and 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics was sen­
tenced Monday to more than seven 
years in prison for defrauding the gov­
ernment of $20 million.

Todd Brian Loftis, former president ; 
and chief operating officer of Tools and

lion in restitution. He must report for 
his prison term on April 24.

< Tto 38-year-old CoUeyville man was 
employed by the tool company for more 
than 12 years and was in charge for 
most of that time. The company filed 
for Chapter 7 bankruptcy protection in 
September 2005 after the scheme was 
revealed.

Form er professor sentenced  
fo r arranging to  m eet fo r sex

FORT WORTH (AP) -  A former col­
lege professor who drove hundreds of 
miles to meet a minor girl for sex was 
sentenced to 46 months in prison 
Monday.

Andrew Paul Spicer, a former associ­
ate professor at Texas A&M Health 
Science Center in Houston, admitted in 
October to driving from San Antonio to 
Weatherford after arranging to meet a 
13-year-old named Amanda for sex. The 
girl was actually an undercover 
Weatherford police detective who 
encountered Spicer in an Internet chat 
room.

Spicer, 37, pleaded guilty to traveling 
with the intent to engage in Illicit sex­
ual conduct and transporting obscene 
matters to a minor.

During the initial Internet communi­
cation, Spicer e-mailed a pictiu-e of 
himself as well as a movie file depict­
ing sexual acts between two adults.

GM lays off several hundred workers
By DEE-ANN DURBIN
AP Auto Writer

DETROIT — General 
Motors Corp., pummeled 
by falling U.S. sales and 
billions in losses, said 
Tuesday that it is laying 
off several hundred U.S. 
salaried workers as part 
of a plan to bring its 
North American opera­
tions back to profitability.

GM spokesman Robert 
Herta said he couldn’t 
give an exact figure, but 
the world’s biggest 
automaker plans to cut 
fewer than 500 workers at 
30 locations across the 
United States, including 
factories and engineering 
centers.

The cuts represent 
around 1.3 percent of 
GM’s U.S. salaried work 
force of 36,000. The com­
pany has said it plans to 
cut 7 percent of its 
salaried work force this 
year, so more cuts are on 
the way.

GM shares rose 2 cents 
to .$22.95 in premarket 
trading.

Detroit-based GM

announced a restructur­
ing plan last fall in the 
face of mounting losses. 
Under the plan, GM 
wants to cut 30,000 U.S. 
hourly workers and close 
12 facilities by 2008. GM 
lost $10.6 billion in 2005, 
largely because of declin­
ing sales and rising costs 
in North America.

The layoffs are GM’s 
second major Jobs-related 
announcement in a week. 
GM on Wednesday said it 
would offer buyouts to its 
U.S. hourly workers of 
between $35,000 and 
$140,000 as part of the 
plan to cut its hourly 
work force. GM currently 
has 113,000 hourly work­
ers. Salaried workers 
aren’t eligible for those 
buyouts.

GM’s severance pack­
ages vary by position and 
level of experience, but 
employees generally 
receive one month of sev­
erance pay for each year 
of service at the automak­
er up to a maximum of 15 
months. They also will 
continue to receive health 
benefits and will be eligi­

ble for outplacement 
assistance during that 
time, Herta said. Salaried 
workers with company 
vehicles will be able to 
keep those vehicles for a 
period of time.

“We’re trying our best 
to treat these impacted 
individuals with dignity 
and respect,” Herta said.

GM has been steadily 
shrinking over the last 
few years as U.S. demand 
for its vehicles has fallen. 
The company had 44,000 
salaried workers in 2000. 
GM reduced its salaried 
payroll by around 2,000 
workers last year.

This is the second 
round of cuts to GM’s 
white-collar work force 
this year. The automaker 
laid off 500 contract 
employees in January, 
many of them engineers 
and designers at its tech­
nical center in Warren. 
Contract employees do 
work for GM but are 
employed by another 
company. Tuesday’s lay­
offs only included GM 
salaried workers.

Odds and Ends

RUN
Continued from Page lA

really offer a challenge to 
runners.

“The Permian Basin 
Running Club usually 
sends a team over, and we 
get runners from 
Midland, Merkel and San 
Angelo, just to name a 
few. They really look for­
ward to the challenge the 
terrain here offers.”

Alton said the Fun Run 
doubles as a fund-raiser 
for the state park, and 
helps show the state just 
how important the park’s 
role is iil the community.

“The money we raise 
from the Master the 
Mountain Fun Run/Walk 
will be used to put the 
same event on again next 
year,” he said. “There’s a 
$10 entry fee to walk or 
run in the event.

“The state really looks 
at events like these when 
it comes to the state parks 
and the funds each one is 
allocated. So this run is 
really important — not 
just to the health of the 
runners and walkers in 
and around the communi­

ty, but to the longevity of 
the park itself.”

Alton said medical per­
sonnel will be on duty 
throughout the walks and 
runs, which are being 
held in conjunction with

the annual Big Spring 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce Health Fair.

For more information 
on the “Master the 
Mountain” Fun
Run/Walk, contact Alton

OSLO, Norway (AP) — 
This is not a fisherman’s 
tall tale. Norwegian Jan 
Petter Johansen did 
indeed win the prizes for 
both the largest fish and 
the second largest fish in 
a contest this weekend.

His total catch? About 
0.12 ounces, winning over 
$900 in prize money.

at (432) 263-4931.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

Johansen was among 66 
fishermen in the first- 
ever ice-fishing contest 
on Vaagvannet, a small 
lake near the Arctic 
Norway town of 
Skjervoey, on Sunday.

When time ran out for 
the eager anglers, only 
one of them, Johansen, 
had any fish at all. And 
even that was by acci­
dent.

“1 almost threw the

whole catch away,” he 
was quoted as telling the 
local newspaper Nordlys. 
“The stickleback (fish) 
were tangled in some sea­
weed I pulled up. Luckily, 
1 noticed the big haul.”

He won the first prize of 
$770 for a trophy catch 
that weighed in at 0.07 
ounces.

His second place fish 
was 0.05 ounces, winning 
$154.
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/ ^ a d  an awesome 
short book. It was 
written by two wives 
about men.

They stat­
ed very 
c a n d i d l y  
that they 
were sick of 
the male- 
b a s h i n g  
craze. I’m 
with those 
sisters.

I'm fed up 
with it, too!

One of my 
very articu­
late fi*iends 
way:

CnaiSTY
A lton

put it this 
My husband keeps 

me groimded.”
Another said, “My hus­

band completes me.”
I’ve often thought about 

what my friend said

about being groimded.
She didn’t mean she 

was constantly in trouble 
and didn’t get to go shop­
ping, by the way.

She meant that when 
she was about to fly off 
the handle or “lose it,” 
there he was to keep her 
steady and set her back 
on course.

There are so many 
times I can look back smd 
say, “Thank you Lord for 
my husband!”

’ t hadn’t been for his 
Cit- ing advice, I would 
have been on someone’s 
front lawn, telling them 
how I felt about their 
trash.

Complete.
1 love that word. It 

means whole and perfect.
Wherever I lack, he

picks up the slack, and 
vice versa. It’s kind of 
cool how that works.

I’m not into the whole 
men-are-stupid non^nse. 
The book I read said so 
well that men and women 
are totally different.

I buy that philosophy.

Not in every case is this 
true, but from my own 
experience, these dif­
ferences I’ve found.

1. Men have a different 
definition for emergen­
cies than women do.

In my dicitio’nary, bad 
hair, static, mismatched 
shoes and clothing, lost 
purses, no checkbook and 
being out of diet soda con­
stitute a genuine need for 
panic.

>ilat tires and low bat­
teries always occur when 
husbands are out of town.

2. Men pack different 
kinds of gear than 
women.

I see no need for tire 
irons, maps or multiple 
coats. In my opinion, 
there isn’t a big sense of 
urgency for flashlights, 
checkbook registers or tie 
downs. .

3. Men won’t ask for 
directions.

I don’t mind admitting I 
don’t know where I’m at. 
Pulling over to ask for 
directions provides a 
great excuse to buy a diet 
drink and take a 
restroom break.

Snacks and gum can 
also be purchased while 
discreetly letting a

stranger know one is lost.
4. Men clean differently 

than women.
Words like ‘all, every­

thing, and total’ do not 
necessarily mean the 
whole kit and kaboodle.

In other words, women 
shouldn’t get excited 
when a guy says they’ve 
cleaned the entire 
kitchen.

5. Men have a different 
sense of time.

The phrase, *Tm on my 
way,” could mean they’ll 
be there within minutes 
or days. "I’m right by the 
house,” could mean they 
are still 60 miles away.

6. Men feel diffently 
about vehicles than 
women do.

Running over a curb is 
good defensive driving

practice.
Driving with a fUel llg^t 

on gives one the sense of 
living on the edge.

These are Just a few of 
the differences I’ve found. 
They aren’t all encom­
passing and they aren’t 
relevant to every male 
and female. But, bashing 
isn’t necessary.

Men aren’t any less 
smart than women. They 
are different by design.

And that’s just fine by 
me.

Christy Alton is married 
to her park ranger, Ron 
and they have two chil­
dren, Autumn and Aaron.

She is a full-time student 
and works as a tutor for a 
local elementary school.

Bebe

M cC asland

A s the storm traveled from south­
west to north­
east, it promised 
high winds, hail and a 

deluge of rain.
Monitoring the radar 

screen, the forecaster 
saw dark greens and 
yellows change to vivid 
red. The areas in the 
storm’s path would be 
subjected to nature’s 
extremes.

When the rain and 
violent winds had final- 
ly passed, a man in Coahoma opened his 
back door, looked at the wreckage and 
stopped.

In the debris scattered about his yard 
was the most unusual bird he had ever 
seen.

Curious, he stood on his back porch 
and continued to keep the bird in sight. 
Slowly, he inched forward.

The bird did not move. Suddenly, cold 
drops of water hit the back of his neck 
and shirt. So intent on watching the 
bird, he had not realized he was under 
the drip line of his roof. i

Standing with its beak pointed up, the 
bird was motionless. The man reasoned 
that it must have been transported and 
stunned by the storm.

Not knowing if the bird were injured, 
he decided to get a towel in order to cap­
ture it. As he approached this strange 
being from behind, he was able to place

the towel over it.
With excitement in her voice, the 

man’s mother called us.
Since she loved to watch birds, she 

was determined to seek help.
“It’s a great blue heron,” she said.

We encouraged her to bring it to us. 
Upon opening the box, we discovered 
she certainly knew the bird belonged in 
the heron family.

In her hurry to bring the bird, howev­
er, she had not taken the time to dis­
cover that h ^  son had rescued an 
American bittern.

For several days, the bittern occupied 
a large enclosure. It was afforded priva­
cy, water and most of the minnows in 
Howard Courify.

Each time we approached the bird, it 
froze, with ire beak pointed up, eyes 
looking forward.

Knowing how secretive these birds 
are, we enjoyed seeing the bittern react 
defensively, as if it were in its native 
habitat.

With its streaked upper parts of brown 
and buff and its erect posture among tall 

_ grow^, the bittern’s natural camouflage 
'  wocfld have helped it blend liito its sur­

roundings.
As a bird that searches for food in 

marshes, ponds and wetlands, the bit­
tern would slowly walk among cattails, 
sedges and tall marsh grasses.

With its beak level and its eyes look­
ing downward, the bittern would easily 
capture and swallow small fish, frogs.

Court—y I

The American bittern’s loud, guttural soumls travel more than half a mile.

crayfish, mice and dragonflies.
For a bird that would spend most of its 

life trying to conceal itself, it must have 
been quite a shock tcfbe placed in some­
one’s back yard.

Convinced that the bittern was ready 
for release, we contacted a friend who 
has large ponds for water birds some 
distance from town.

The bird adapted readily to the teem­
ing minnow life and various ducks, 
geese and swans.

Later that day, the bittern started call­

ing. A short time later, five bitterns flew 
into the area.

The visitors stayed with our bittern 
for several days and enjoyed the hospi­
tality and cuisine of the ponds.

As if on cue, all the bitterns lifted into 
the sky late one evening. The Coahoma 
man’s discovery had given a rattled bird 
new friends for its future.

Bebe McCasland is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate wild birds.

THE ROAD TO EVERYWHERE
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^ r j |R  ave you ever seen 
a road and won- 

.41 dered where it 
might lead to? Did you ever 
want very much to walk 
d o wn  
t h a t  
r o a d  
and see 
f o r  
y o u r ­
s e l f ?

Tonight, let's you and I walk 
down that roadi

First of all, to make this 
seem to come true, you must 
close your eyes. Do you 
have your eyes closed? Will 
you keep them closed until 
we finish this story? 
Promise?

While we have our eyes 
closed tightly, let's pretend 
we see our, road. Use your 
Imaginatfon nowl Do you 
know what Imagination 
means? It means when we 
cannot see something that Is 
real, our mind will let us 
make it up, shape it for us, 
even give It colors, and It will 
seem real. Are you ready to 
use your Imagination? QoodI 
I am tool 

Imagine 
your road 
t a k i n g !  
you to a I 
p l a c e

where you have never been. 
My imagination Is taking me 
down a pretty road. I see 
flowers blooming. I see hors­
es and I 
cows in 
p a s -| 
t u r e s 
bes ide  i 
t h i s !  
r oad 
T h e y
are slowly eating grass and 
they do not seem to see me. 
I am glad because I do not

lu x a -fn fk
1702 GREGG 

263-1381

1001 S. Gregg 
263-7316

I like this pond, 
fishes love this

want to bother them while 
they are having dinner. Do 
you see the pasture? Do you 
see the horsCs and cows? 
M y 
hors-  
e s 
a n d  
cow s  
a r e  
broivn 
a n d
white. What color are your 
horses and cowa?

I walk down tkc 
more, and f an 
trees, with tittle pine

growing beneath them. The 
little pine trees seem to be 
looking up to the big oak 
trees, and asking them how 
they became so tall. The big 
oak trees seem to be telling 
the little pine trees that one 
d a y ,  
t h e y  
will be 
Just as 
t a l l .
Do you 
s e e  
t h e m .
In your Imagination?

Walk with me even further 
down my road. I see a pond, 
with blue green colored 
water. It is a very pretty 

jpond. I see frogs Jumping 
jfro m  one lily pad to the 
j O t h  e r .

, jT  h e y 
,I seem to 
-  be hav- 
' ing fun.

'They am 
smiling arcnl they? I see 
one (tog Jump far a Ifly pad.

splash?
Even the 
pond I

Let's go even further down 
my road. Are your eyes still 
closed? Are you still using 
y o u r  
im aglna- 
t I o n ?
Mow I see 
a moun- 
t a l n t o p l  
Can you 
see It?
Mine has snow all over. Does 
yours? Can you see the 
green trees at the bottom of 
my mountain. Does the snow 
look cool to you? Would you 
like to play 
In the 
snow? You 
can, if you 
use your 
I m a g i  n a- 
tioni

I am now 
at the top of 
my mountain. Are you at the 
top with me? I can see 
things very far away now. I 
can see my home from way 
up here. Can you see your 
home too? It looks nice from 
here, doesn't it? I can see 
the eagles soaring. I can see 
the treetops way dotvn 
below. It feete so good to be

I walk some more. Are you 
still walking with me? I see 
birds and animals. They 
don't see mel I see the deer 
and the rabbits. I see all the 
different trees we have. I see 
all the different flowers we 
h a v e .
Can you 
s e e  
t h e m?
They are 
p r e t t y ,  
a r e n ' t  
they?
I walk some more with you. I 
see an ocean now. It is a big, 
beautiful ocean. I love the 
sandy beaches. I love the 
sound of the waves as they 
try to come ashore and visit 
me. I love the seashells. 
There are so many, and they 
are all dlfferentl 

But I 
m u s t  
t u f n '
a r o u n d  
now. I 
am too 
sleepy to 
try to 
swim all
the way across this ocean. 
Let's go back home now. 1 
love this road. Will you walk 
down R again wMh me one 

You don't need me to

because I go by myself down 
these roads all the time. I

never go down a real road by 
myself. I always ask a 
grownup to go with me. 'The 
roads we walk down In our 
imaginations are safe. The 
real roads are not safel 

I am going to stop using my 
Imagination now. Will you 
stop using yours now, too? 
There  
I s 
some­
t h i n g  
that Is 
r e a l  
r i g h t  
I n 
f r o n t  
o f 
you.
It is
the person who Is reading 
this story to you. WIN you 
give this real person a Mg 
hug for me, and say, 'Thaaig 
you' and 'Good Nlghtr

m
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Newcomb leads Forsan at Water Valley meet
By JEFFUmE
SpeciaMo the Herald 

Last Friday saw the run­
ning of the Water Valley 
Relays with the Forsan 
varsity and JV boys track 
teams there to compete.

While they did not earn 
enough points to gain a 
high flnish overall, there 
were some noteworthy 
performances.

In varsity competition. 
Wesley Newcomb took 
first place in the 100- 
meter dash with a time of

:11.2. He 
also placed 
first in the 
long Jump 
with a dis­
tance of 21- 
0.5.

Newcomb 
also com­
peted along N ewcomb 
with Shawn Lawson, 
Skylier Sandridge and 
Jace Sandridge in the 800 
relay which set a school 
record for the Buffs with 
a time of 1:35. That time

No surprise: Redick, 
Morrison unanimous 
choices to AP squad

wir. T.i

By JIM  O’CONNELL
AP Basketball Writer

J. J. Redick of Duke and 
Adam Morrison of 
Gonzaga spent all season 
locked in a bicoastal scor­
ing race. Fittingly, they 
ended it as the only unan­
imous selections for The 
Associated Press’ All- 
America men’s basketball 
team.

Redick, the most prolif­
ic 3-point scorer in col­
lege history, was a repeat 
choice. He and Morrison 
were joined on the first 
team Monday by Redick’s 
teammate Shelden 
Williams, Randy Foye of 
Villanova and Brandon 
Roy, Washington’s first 
All-America in 53 years.

Redick and Morrison 
gave fans a “Can you top 
this?’’ scoring competi­
tion that ended with both 
redelving allT2 firSt-team 

eiavotes fhom members of 
the national media panel 
that selects the weekly 
Top 25. The voting took 
place before the NCAA 
tournament.

Morrison, the only 
junior on an otherwise 
all-senior first team, won 
the scoring title with a 
28.4 average, just ahead of 
Redick’s 27.4. Morrison 
shot 43.7 percent from 3- 
point range, while Redick 
hit 42.1 percent from 
beyond the arc.

“It is a testament to the 
type of season each of us 
has had,” Redick said. 
“Adam is certainly a 
great player and it is an 
honor to be unanimous 
pick along with him.” 

Morrison said being an, 
AU-America isn’t “some­
thing you think about 
receiving when you start 
your collegiate career, 
but to be associated with 
some of the great names 
of college basketball is an 
honor. I guess to be a 
unanimous pick with J.J. 
seems only fitting since 
the two of us have been

A scuflls bTMks out bstwoon tho Miam i Hoat’s Udonis 
Haslam and tho Indiana Paaars’ Jormalna O’Naal undor 
tho Pacors' baskot. Tho H on dofoated tho Pacers 96-91 
n  the AmerIcanAIrtInos Ceqter In Miami, Ra., Monday.

was good enough for a 
third place finish.

Also competing for the 
varsity was Steven 
Chavez, who picked up a 
third place finish in the 
discus.
‘ The JV team ran well in 
the relays, taking home 
two second-place finishes.

The Buffs 400-meter 
relay team included 
Blaine Matthews, Justin 
Carriger, Kody Willis and 
Jeremy Frietag.

Running with a time of

1:41 in the 
800-meter 
relay were 
C a m e ro n  
P a r k e r ,  
C arruger, 
M atthew s 
a n d  
Frietag. 
P a r k e r  

also partici­
pated in the high jump, 
leaping 5-4 and placing 
second. Carriger also ran 
the 100-meter dash and 
frnished third.

Chavez

In the 400-meter dash, 
Michael Vega took home 
third, finishing in :60.

The teams will compete 
in the district meet this 
week.

I
COAHOMA RELAYS

COAHOMA -  The 
Forsan varsity and JV 
track teams competed in 
the Bulldog Relays 
Thursday, March 16, in 
Coahoma.

See FORSAN, Page 2B

followed so closely this 
year. He’s a great player.”

Morrison is Gonzaga’s 
second All-America, join­
ing Dan Dickau in 2002.

This is the second time 
in three years there were 
two unanimous selec­
tions. In 2004, Jameer 
Nelson of Saint Joseph’s 
and Emeka Okafor of 
Connecticut were unani­
mous.

Redick is the first 
repeat flrst-teamer since 
Jason Williams, another 
Duke guard, in 2001 and 
2002.

Redick and Williams, a 
senior center who aver­
aged 18.4 points and 10.3 
rebounds while shooting 
58 percent from the field, 
are the ninth set of team­
mates to be selected to the 
first team and the first, 
since Jason Williams and 

.Shape.Battier of Duke in 
2001.

“Both J.J. and Shelden 
are deserving of this 
honor. They have pro­
duced on the court at a 
high level all season, and 
throughout their entire 
careers at Duke,” coach 
Mike Krzyzewsid said. 
“They both understand 
that individual awards 
like this come about as a 
result of throwing them­
selves into what is impor­
tant for our team. It is 
quite an accomplishment 
for teammates to be 
named first team All- 
America by The 
Associated Press.”

Duke, the overall No. 1 
seed in the NCAA tourna­
ment, was the only team 
besides Connecticut to be 
ranked No. 1 in the AP 
poll this season. The Blue 
Devils won both the regu­
lar season and tourna­
ment championships in 
the Atlantic Coast 
Conference.

Foye, who averaged 20.1 
points, 5.6 rebounds and 
3.2 assists as the key in

See UNANIMOUS. Page 2B
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After his team took down No. 1 seed Connecticut, George Mason’s head coach Jim 
Larranaga claimed his piece of the net at the Verizon Center In Washington D.C., dur­
ing the NCAA regional finals Sunday.

Larranaga, Patriots relish final 
four spotlight after big victory
By JOSEPH WHITE
AP Sports Writer

FAIRFAX, Va. -  The 
coach of perhaps the 
most improbable Final 
Four team in NCAA his­
tory was running on 
pure adrenaline. George 
Mason’s Jim Larranaga 
had slept for only two 
hours, and his extreme­
ly hoarse voice didn’t 
deter him from what 
essentially became a day 
of nonstop talking.

His idea of lunch was 
to take four reporters 
out for hamburgers at a 
fast-food restaurant, 
where well-wishers kept 
stopping at the table to 
offer congratulations. 
And. of course, his cell 
phone wasn’t quiet, 
either.

“Hey, Stick, how are 
you?” Larranaga’s voice 
boomed as he took a 
call.

“Stick” is Ralph 
Sampson, who played at 
Virginia when
Larranaga was an assis­
tant coach there. 
Sampson and Larranaga 
were on the wrong side 
of the greatest upset in 
college basketball histo­
ry, when NAIA 
Chaminade upset the 
No. 1 Cavaliers in 1982.

Now the tables have 
been turned.
Larranaga’s Patriots 
have put together the 
greatest run of upsets 
the NCAA tournament 
has ever seen. The 11th 
seed has defeated half of 
last year’s Final Four 
and the two previous 
national champions, cul­
minating with Sunday’s 
86-84 overtime stunner 
over Connecticut, 
i “Thank you, Ralph,” 
Larranaga said. “You 
know how hard it is to 
get there. To have this 
team do it, beating 
Michigan State,

Carolina, Wichita State 
and Connecticut is just 
Unreal.”

Unreal, yes, but it 
would have never hap­
pened if the NCAA tour­
nament selection com­
mittee had not ventured 
into a brave new world 
three weeks ago. 
Chairman Craig
Littlepage and the panel 
decided to invite an at- 
large team from the 
Colonial Athletic 
Association.

It had only happened 
once before, and that 
was when David 
Robinson was at Navy 
in 1986.

At least that’s how the 
outside world saw it. 
Littlepage said Monday 
that the significance of 
picking a second CAA 
team “didn’t come up at 
all” when the Patriots 
were being discussed. 
Instead, there was more 
of a sense of whether the 
committee should take 
George Mason or 
Hofstra, another CAA 
team that had beaten the 
Patriots twice in 11 
days.

“Certainly Hofstra had 
a very good year and 
has an excellent team,” 
Littlepage said. “But I 
did feel as though if 
there were a tipping 
point, it was that this 
was the team that was 
tied for the league cham­
pionship with North 
Carolina-W ilmington. ”

Littlepage also cited 
'George Mason’s upgrad- 
I ed nonconference sched­
ule. The Patriots had 
put themselves in such 
good position that ath­
letic director Tom 
O’Conner, who is also 
on the selection commit­
tee, professed no feeling 
of suspense when he 
made the mandatory 
exit from the room 
while his team was

being discussed.
“As I was walking out 

of the room, I grabbed 
the bottle of water, I got 
the newspaper and I 
went into the lounge,” 
O’Conner said. “I felt 
relaxed and very com­
fortable.”

O’Conner said he did­
n’t lobby fellow commit­
tee members for Mason.

“If I had to lobby for 
our team,” he said, 
“then what I would have 
been saying was that 
our team wasn’t good 
enough.”

George Mason’s selec­
tion was criticized by 
many, but no one did so 
in a more public forum 
than CBS commentators 
Billy Packer and Jim 
Nantz. Packer and 
Nantz have since recant­
ed, but that didn’t stop 
Patriots fans from deri­
sively chanting “Bill y 
Pack-er” after the win 
over UConn.

Guard Tony Skinn 
kept it up on Monday. 
He’s a communications 
major, but when told he 
might get the chance to 
meet big-time broadcast­
er Nantz this weekend, 
Skinn said with a smile: 
“I don’t want to sit next 
to that guy.”

Committee members 
aren’t about to say they 
voted for a team for sen­
timental reasons, but it 
would have been hard to 
fault them for giving 
Larranaga a break. He 
toiled for 11 seasons at 
Bowling Green and has 
been at George Mason 
for nine. He’s the win- 
ningest coach in CAA 
history, which some 
might compare to lead­
ing the minor leagues in 
home runs.

At age 56, he goes to 
Indianapolis this week­
end representing all the

See PATRIOTS. Page 2B
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good low-major and mid- 
mA)or coaches who never 
got a chance to experi­
ence basketball’s b iggest' 
stage.

“Three weeks ago, I was 
one of those coaches,” 
Larranaga said. “I 
worked at this craft for 35 
years. I’ve been to two 
Final Fours, but not as a 
head coach. Twenty years 
I sat there, ‘The Final 
Four,’ hoping one day I 
might be able to bring a 
team there. Actually I 
think I changed my goals 
— just give me an at-large 
berth, I would settle for 
that. You’ve got to under­
stand how difficult it is, 
when you’re not one of 
the top six or seven 
leagues, to get an at- 
large.”

Throughout the day, the 
long-winded Larranaga 
told story after story in 
interview after interview, 
some coming ftom the 400 
or so e-mails he started 
reading at 5 a.m. There 
was the 15-year-old boy 
whose mother had recent­
ly died: “Our team 
brought some joy into his 
life that he hadn’t felt 
since his mom passed 
away,” Larranaga said.

At various times he 
quoted Confticius and 
William Jennings Bryan, 
but Larranaga also makes 
good use of his own mate­
rial. This is the coach 
who motivated his play­
ers by calling them 
“Kryptonite” in their 
green jerseys before the

FORSAN
Continued from Page IB

Newcomb led the team in 
'rbtal points with 27 and 
placed well in several 
events.

Newcomb also took first 
in the long jump with a 
leap of 20-11.75, second in 
the 100-meter dash with a 
time of :11.68, third in the 
high jump with a leap of 
5-6 and he also ran in the 
400- and 800-meter relay.

The 400-meter relay 
team of Mitchell Murray, 
Newcomb, Justin Forshee 
and Jace Sandridge 
placed second with a time 
of:45.4.

The 800-meter relay 
team of Murray, Cody 
Freitag, Jace Sandridge, 
and Newcomb placed 
third with a time of 1:38.

Parker placed third in

M urray

tha high 
jump with 
a jump of 5- 
8.

C arriger 
placed 8©C* 
ond in the 
400-m eter 
dash with a 

time of :58.3.
He also 

placed third in the 200- 
meter dash.

The JV sprint relay 
team of Parker, 
Matthews, Jace Purser, 
and Willis placed third 
with a time of :51.9.

The JV 800-meter relay 
team of Michael Vega, 
Purser, Willis, and 
Matthews placed fourth 
with a time of 1:47.

Chavez placed fourth in 
the discus with a throw of 
129-0 and also placed ftfth 
in the shot put with a 
throw of 32-0.

Jonathon Ochoa placed

.fifth in the 800-meter run 
M th a time of 2:21.
' Adam Bailey placed 
fourth in the 300-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
:46.14. He also ran in the 
110-meter high hurdles 
with a time of :17.7.

Forshee placed third in 
the triple jump with a 
leap of 38-11 and also ran 
the 400-meter dash and 
recorded a time of :56 and 
ran the 200-meter dash 
with a time of :24.8.

Lawson ran the 400- 
meter dash in :59.08 and 
the 200-meter dash in 
:25.7.

Josh Paredez ran the 
400-meter dash in :59.09 
and the 200-meter dash in 
:27.7.

Murray ran the 100- 
meter dash with a time of 
:11.9.

The varsity team placed 
third overall in the meet.

UNANIMOUS
Continued from Page IB

George Mason’s Lamar Butler celebrates after tlie  Patriots 
defeated Connecticut 86-84 during the NCAA regional 
finals at the Verizon Center In Washington, D.C. Sunday.

North Carolina game and 
said their conference’s 
acronym stood for the 
“Connecticut Assassin 
Association” before the*̂  
game against the' 
Huskies. ^

Larranaga said he’s no 
longer trying to “climb

the coaching ladder.” 
He’s at Mason to stay, he 
says, but that begs the 
question: Is Mason in the 
big-time to stay?

“This exposure is 
tremendous,” he said. 
“And we’ll feel the effects 
in the future.”

Villanova’s four-guard 
offense, was the third- 
leading vote-getter,
named on 55 first-team 
ballots. He is the 
Wildcats’ first All-
America since Kerry 
Kittles in 1996.

“It’s an honor to be 
selected as an AP All- 
America with such great 
players,” Foye said. “It’s 
an honor for my family, 
my school and our fans, 
and I’m very grateful to 
everyone involved, espe­
cially my teammates and 
coaches.”

NFL may cut down on end zone celebrations
By BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer

ORLANDO, Fla. -  Bad 
news might be on the 
horizon for Terrell 
Owens. Chad Johnspn.. 
gnet thg,. other purveyors 
oToutrageous touchdown 
celebrations.

The NFL’s competition 
committee is proposing a 
crackdown on rocking the 
baby, teeing off like Tiger 
and anything else that 
might be considered 
taunting.

This isn’t particularly 
new. The league has 
smacked down celebra- 
tors who went over the 
top before.

Remember T.O.’s danc­
ing on the Dadlas star in 
Texas Stadium?

Or Johnson revealing a 
small sign asking not to 
be fined by commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue?

Or, of course, Joe 
Horn’s hidden cell phone 
trick in New Orleans?

But committee chair­
men Jeff Fisher, coach of 
the Tennessee Titans, and

Rich McKay, general 
manger of the Atlanta 
Falcons, believe enforce­
ment hasn’t been strict 
enough recently.

“Individual celebration 
was getting out of hand,” 
Fisher Mid Monday at the 
NFL meetings. “The play­
ers’ association was unan­
imous in wanting to get 
this under control.”

So spiking the ball in 
the end zone will be OK. 
And spinning it on the 
ground, or dunking it 
over the goalpost. 
Dancing in the end zone 
is fine, too, as long as it’s 
not prolonged or a group 
effort.

Almost all other celebra­
tions will be out if the 
committee’s recommenda­
tion to clamp down fur­
ther on the frivolities is 
passed by the owners.

The new emphasis on 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
penalties will call for a 15- 
yard mark-off on the 
ensuing kickoff against 
the offending team, and 
possible fines.

Players can’t use props 
for any celebrations, and 
they can’t be on the 
ground when they do 
their thing.

The committee also will 
suggest:

— Down by contact calls 
be subject to instant 
replay review, a proposal 
that was voted down last 
year. Currently, a play is 
dead once the whistle 
blows and the ballcarrier 
is ruled down by the offi­
cials.

— Modifying illegal pro­
cedure to allow receivers 
to flinch if they get back 
into position before the 
play and the defense does­
n’t react to the move.

— Toughening enforce­
ment on pass rushers who 
hit quarterbacks below 
the knees, as long as the 
defensive players could 
have avoided making the 
hit.

One play that didn’t 
prompt such a point of 
emphasis, McKay said, 
was in last year’s playoff's 
on Cincinnati’s Carson

Maryland, LSU reach final four
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 

(AP) -  Kristi Toliver 
made just about every­
thing she put up and 
Crystal Langhome was as 
reliable as ever, sending 
Maryland back to the 
Final Four after a 17-year 
absence.

Toliver set career highs 
with 28 points and six 3- 
pointers and Langhome 
added 16 points and *10 
rebounds, leading second- 
seeded Maryland to a 75- 
65 overtime victory over 
No. 5 Utah in the 
Albuquerque Regional 
Monday night.

Laura Harper scored six 
points in overtime for the 
Terrapins (32-7), who are 
returning to the Final 

' Four for the flrst time 
since 1989.

It was hardly easy for 
Maryland, though, not 
with the Utes (27-7) 
putting up a heck of a 
fight

Kim Smith had 17 
' points and 18 rebounds to 
lead the Mountain West 
champions, and Shona 
Thorhum finished with

10 points after missing 
the last 5 minutes of the 
first half to get treatment 
for an ankle injury.

LSU 62, Stanford 59
SAN ANTONIO (AP) -  

Seimone Augustus scored 
17 of her 26 points in the 
second half and drew a 
game-saving charge with 
4.8 seconds left to help 
LSU advance to the Final 
Four.

The Lady Tigers (31-3) 
reached the national 
semifinals for the third 
straight year.

Augustus, a middle- 
school AAU teammate of 
Glen Davis and longtime
ftlends with other men’si
stars like Timis ThomasJ
carried LSU’s offensff 
with the determination o |
someone not wanting td 
end her career.

Then, with the Lady 
Tigers up 60-59, she plant­
ed her body in the way 
and drew a charge that 
prevented the Cardinal 
ftt>m getting off a poten­
tial go-ahead shot.
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Roy is Washington’s 
first All-America since 
Bob Houbregs in 1953.

“It’s awesome that top 
players firom the state of 
Washington with a year 
difference in age are con­
sidered top players in the 
country,” Roy said. “That 
says a lot for the state and 
how we’ve come along as 
basketball players. When 
I was a kid, I dreamed 
about this.”

Roy, a 6-6 swingman, 
averaged 19.9 points, 5.7 
rebounds and 4.1 assists 
while shooting 51 percent 
from the field and 81 per­
cent from the free throw 
line.

Dee Brown of Illinois 
was the leading vote-get­

ter on the second team 
and was joined by fellow 
senior Rodney Carney of 
Memphis, junior P.J. 
Tucker of Texas and 
sophomores Rudy Gay of 
Connecticut and Leon 
Powe of California.

The third team includes 
seniors Craig Smith of 
Boston College and Allan 
Ray of Villanova, junior 
Nick Fazekas of Nevada, 
sophomore Glen Davis of 
LSU and ft-eshman Tyler 
Hansbrough of North 
Carolina.

The preseason All- 
America team this season 
was Redick, Morrison, 
Williams, Brown and 
Smith.

Palmer by Kimo von 
Oelhoffen, then with 
Pittsburgh, that severely 
injured Palmer’s knee. 
McKay said it was clear 
von Oelhoffen didn’t 
make any intentional 
move to hit Palmer, but 
simply rolled into the 
quarterback.

— Just like quarter­
backs, one defensive play­
er might be allowed direct 
communication with the 
coaches next season.

The committee will rec­
ommend that a defense 
has the same option as an 
offense in that area. As of 
now, quarterbacks get 
instructions through a 
small speaker in the hel­
met until there are 15 sec­
onds remaining on the 
play clock.

Also this week, 
Tagliabue plans to begin 
the process of selecting 
his successor, although 
he wasn’t certain Monday 
when a committee will be 
established to begin the 
search.
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AA
A nnouncem ents

Didn’t  Get Your 
Paper?

Call 263-7335 
Mon-Fii. 8am-7pm 

Sun 8am-noon

IHeraid

B usiness O pportun ity
Account Rep- Local Route 
Executive level Income. 
Invest $13K for Accounts 
& Invesntory. 800-373-5470.

Business O pportun ity
The Big Spring Herald always 
need dependable carriers for 
various routes. Must have in­
surance and reliable transpor­
tation.

Apply In person.
Contact Duane McCollum

710 Scurry (432)263-7331

BIO
aPBiHfl HERALD

BUY*SELL*TRADE 
In the

Big Spring Herald Classifieds 
263-7331

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re­
sponsible for the specific con­
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor­
tunity with which you are unfa­
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

Help Wanted
ENVELOPE STUFFERS Earn 
Serious Money Working at 
Home. Call our 24hrs Hot Line 
for Details (972)504-2690.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
We have three positions that 
we are currently hiring for. 
Each position has excellent 
compensation and benefits, in­
cluding 401 (k).

Teller
Accounting Assistant 

Lending
Excellent communications 
skills are a must for ait three 
positions. Sales experience is 
a major plus for both the Teller 
and Lending positions. College 
degree preferred for Lending 
and Accounting positions. 
Send your resume to:
Citizens Federal Credit Union 
Attn; Human Resources 
P.O. Box 425 
Big Spring, XX 79721

An Industrial Service Company located in Snyder, TX has an opening for a top notch
individual for the position of Director of Training.

Conduct training on a wide variety of existing DOT & OSHA related programs which 
include Confined Space, Confined Space Rescue, Hazard Communication, and H2 S 
training to name a few. Confer with supervisor/managers to determine ongoing develop­
ment needs in alignment with company objectives.

The ideal candidate for this position must be an enthusiastic team player, posse’s strong 
communication and organizational skills and be willing to travel. Extensive knowledge of 
the oilfield is a plus.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES include the following. Track all resumes and 
applications that come in. Interview applicants, administer personnel tests, evaluate appli­
cant qualifications, and arrange for initial orientation of newly hired employees. Extend 
employment offers to candidates initiate background screens, drug screens, and refer­
ence checking. Conduct all new hire and refresher training.

Please e-mail your resume and salary requirements to jobs_msi@yahoo.com i93w<

Help Wanted
FULL TIME RN

Needed to Serve our Home 
care patients in Big Spring, 
Midland and Odessa Area. We 
Offer competitive salary, bene­
fits and Sign-on Bonus for 
Qualified Candidates. Contact 
Beckie (817)360-4354 or send 
resume to:
hinzeb @ f ms-regional .com. 
Please come by our office dur­
ing regular business hours to 
fill out application, 810 N. Dixie 
Ste 202A, Odessa, Tx .

It is an Honor to 
serve our patients.

H I^ G  FOR 20061 AVERAGE 
POSTAL EMPLOYEE EARNS 
$57,000/YR. Minimum starting 
pay $18.00/hr. benefits/paid 
training and vacations. No ex­
perience needed.
1 -800-564-1775 ref#P6901.
IMMEDIATE OPENING f^
Full-time and Part-time 
clerk/cashier/cook. Apply at 
3315 E. FM 700, Neighbors 
Convenience Store.
LOCAL PERSONAL Assist 
tance Company seeking 
part-time employee to help with 
Activities of Daily for elderly. 
Must work well with little super­
vision. Flexible hours. Please 
pick up applicction at 501 W. 
17th. Office is located inside 
Park Race Retirement. '
PAR KVTe W n u r s in g  & Re~
habilitation We are now in­
creasing our Certified Nurse 
Aid staff. Qualified person will 

. be a friendly and compassion­
ate team player. If this sounds 
like you, please apply in person 
at Parkview Nursing & Reha­
bilitation, 3200 Parkway.

Help Wanted Help W anted

* Servers *
All shifts available 

Apply at;
1710 East Third Street 

E.O.E.

AMERICAN STATE Bank is 
currently accepting applications 
for a Part-Time Teller in Big 
Spring. Qualified applicants 
should be available to work 
Monday - Saturday. Must be 
customer service oriented and 
have cash handling and sales 
experience. Apply at American 
State Bank, 1411 Gregg Street.

COOK NEEDED
Must have good references. 

Apply in person.
Red Mesa Grill 

2401 Gregg

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe­
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.
LABORERS FOR concrete 
bridge construction 1 mile north 
of Gail. Call Reece Construc­
tion, 214-215-3191. Good 
benefits. Must e 18 or older. 
Drug/alcohol test required. 
Equal Opportunity Employer 
complying with Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Females and 
minorities encouraged to apply.

WE’RE 
GROWING!

RN
with homehealth experience 
helpful but not needed to join 
our dynamic team of health­
care professionals. We are a 
locally owned company who 
cares about our clients and our 
employees!

* Full Time
* Great Pay '
* Vacation

& Sick Time
‘ PAID

Health Insurance
M 0 1 K

* Great Work 
Environment

‘ Paid Mileage

Please come by 
or mail resume to;

InHome Care, Inc. 
1104 Scurry 

Big Spring, Tx 
79720

X  m 
m o
2  UJ

A D VE N TU R E

$Gamlillno Getaway $
•159®® P/P-Inc.

R/T Airfare 
3 Nights, Departs 

Midland, Tx.
Call

432-268-9225
$ For More Information a 

_____ & Reservations «p

A IR  PU R IFIC A TIO N

Air Purifiers, 
Water Purifiers, 

air Duct Cleaning 
Receive a FREE Air Duct 

Cleaning with the 
purchase of any air 
Purification System
Breathe-EZ

1- 888- 830-7014

$ 1 .8 9  P e r  D ay; 6 -M o n th  C o n tr a c t  $ 1 .5 8  P e r  D a y
C a ll 263-7331 to  p la c e  y o u r  a d  to d a y!!  ^  g g

A U TO  PARTS

A Modern Auto Dltmentlcr

Ibczisusz
Since 1947

• 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
• 20.000 sq ft of Warehouse storage
• Specialize in late model quality auto 
pans
• Foreign and domestic parts tor cars, 
trucks, mini-vans. 4x4 and sports 
utility vehicles

Hrt. 6 t.m.-5:30 Wk/dty 6 t.m,-12 p.m. SAT

1511 Hwy 350 • (432) 263-5000

CARPET

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

M anagement 
Draw P lans & 

Estim ates
Kenny Thompson

270-0548

CONCRETE

%
STUCCO 

DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(4321 466-0573  
(432) 816-6561

Freo Rubio
621 Sgt. Paredez 

Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

J .  T. Builders
Remodeling •  Drywall 

Ceramic Tile •  Electrical 
Plumbing  •  Roofing 

Brick & Concrete Work 
Driveways •  Sidewalks 

Fireplaces •  Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ 
14321 213-OSS2 Cell 
14321 263-2110 Rm .

10S E. tlMi PLACE 
■10 SPftlNO. TX. 79720

CONCRETE

M A R Q U E Z  
F E N C E  C O .  

innWIl'ill'P AU types
'  11 111 offences

until! I, l j l  & repairs.
Concrete work, carports. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Estimates 

Benny Marquez Owner 
267-5714

o S
s o

■n m
F  ^

"  O

CO

DIRT WORK FENCES FENCES FENCES HOME IM P R O V E M E N T S  HOME IM PR O VEM EN T

DECKER'S FARM SUPPLY 
ft NURSERY
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog, |
Backhoe,

Bulldozing,
Small Grubbing Jobs 
and Will Clear Lots.

4 3 2 -7 5 6 - 3 4 4 4

PIpft Fencing - Wirft Fencing • FerKing 
Wftiding - Dozer Work 

Buy arxl Sell Pipe

SANTIAGO ACEVEDO
Loraine, Texas
MI:IZB/242-20S7
IMM:I2S/717-2U1
MI:l29/242-0S7l

Quality Fence Co.
Jim m y Marquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing
Wood & 

Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-267-3340

C3tAINUNK 
MrAL> CEDAR 
DOG KENNELS 
ORNAMENTAL 
WON

B & M Fence Co
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE S COMPARE 

A  FREE ESTIMATES 
m g  ROBERT MARQUEZ 

2C3 - 1S 1 3 «
------- 1 -SOO-9 2 S -1MM

ie

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.
Call 263-8285

D O O R S /
G A R A G E

D O O R S / O P E N E R S
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTORR 

WOODWORK
4 09  E. 3RD 267-5811

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
i^ ..s ii.,s ii.i J

J  HOME IMPROVEMENT^
AFFORDABLE HOME R S

MAINTENANCE HOME REPAIR
•Renovation Custom Wood Decks,

•Repairs Remodel, Carpenter,
•Maintenance Painting, Plumbing,
OiisitYWerti Minor Electrical
Yee Can Treet FRKMKSTIMATES
Satisfaction Guaranteed Garage door repair.
NO JOB IS  TOO SMALL! Appliances installed
Im  Crds IsMMrl 43M704IH 8 1 6 - 3 0 3 0

PEST CONTROL PLUM BING RENTALS

ROOFING

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roof*, Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Painting Insured 4  Bonded 
Home Phone#

CeU#
432- 213-0363

MOWING'ALLEYS 
HAEING'TILLING 

TREE TRIMMING 
STUMP REMOVAL

CALL
432- 267-5460

CELL
816-6150

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

Since 1954
432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

ADVMICEPIUMBING
Drain Cleaning 
Gas Line f 
Water Leaks i 

Fixtures
• Licnnand
• Bonded
• Insured

H -3 7 3 S 9

26i4iB iiiatnnsi

'A
VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages 
Commercial Buildings 
1003.07, 11 L  l l lh P L  
For rent/sale 
o il OeOed
1011 HWn 
204 H ill  eiMM

 ̂ R O O F I N G  
L_______________________________J 1 STORAGE

F 1
TAX SERVICES

L ^
1 T R E E  T R I M M I N G 1 1̂  W R O U G H T  I R O N  ^

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. 
AU type of repalrtl 
Work Guaranteed. 

Specializing In Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repalrtl 
Ikee Bstfeentee#

Big Spring A Surroandlni Areas.

AAA
M M - S t o r a g m

Mow Hsm Lsfgs or SsMff 
Unite AvnUMe. m  $ton H Mil

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Rehind ' 

Refund Loan Within 24 Hrs.*
. ^ J A X  ASSOCIATES

CALL
(4 3 2 )  2 6 4 -6 1 3 4

*86 H6M6 86p6n#l*

LUPE’S TREE 
TRIMMING

More than 20 years 
of experience. Stump 

grinder available.
* For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

Call
Lup« Villalpando  

432-258-6406

W e s te x  Iro n  W o rk s
(325)236^110

Decorative Fences, W roughl-lron 
Getee, Entrances. Bolt-U p & 

W eld-Up B uild ing of a ll sizeel

S itv n  S iC M liy  S y tiM n
(325)235-5445

All Your Security Neats
Cameraa, Remote C ontrols.

2 6 7 - 1 1 1 0 3301 E. FM 700 263 0732 •WlHi UAL A^pmal Key Pads, etc

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
mailto:jobs_msi@yahoo.com
http://www.swalpc.com
mailto:mm@swalpc.com
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H e lp  W nn to d H e lp  W onted M is c o lin n o o u s R eal E s ta te  for Rent

MANTM C a  HoepM  Home
Hm Mi  Ib looMno for •  Hil-tline 
RN WKl a PRN to join lhair an- 
argatic alaff. Muat ba wMing to 
travai to aurrounding araaa. Bi­
lingual prafarrad and aalary 
DOE. Inlaraalad partias may 
can AMaon O (432)756-3259 
or fax raauma to 
(432)756-4510.
' mOWESTERN SERVICE^ 

Inc.
Tank Claanara naadad. In & 
out of state travel & work 60-*- 
hrs. per week. Transportation 
to and from Job site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a week per diem. 
Hourly iwage & bonuses. 100% 
drug free. EOE. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. ^ 1 , Snyder, 
Texas.

MEQIS HAM Salon relocating 
to Big Market Place next to 
Wal-Mart Super Center. Early 
April. Now Hirtog License Hair 
StyU^. Quarantead wage and 
generous commission, 401k, 
stock purchase plan available, 
medical insurance, advance 
tralnirtg and incentive program. 
AH supplies furnished except 
shears. Call Jack at 
1-866-888-7778 ext. 1147 or 
JoAnn at 432-263-1 111.

BASEBALL BATHNO cages
aquipmant- 3 machirras, net­
ting, halmats. Offica Bldg. 
14x14. Pipe & farKing. Priced 
to SaH. Make Offer. 1210 E. 
4th. BIN Chrana (432)213-0426.

Soxth  Plnins 
Apqrtihents

CAKES: Wadding, Anniversa­
ries, Quincaanarlous. Arches, 
Candeiabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. CaU Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

432- 714-4840

TAKE CARE of Elderly
Woman. Spanish speaking. 
Call (432)267-4345 or
816-4919.

FREE PALLETS. Good for do 
it yourself wood projects. Pick 
up behirrd the Big Spring Her­
ald's office at 710 Scurry.

NEED BODY Tech with at 
least five years experierK». 
Must be l-Car or ASE certified. 
Call or apply in person at Gilli- 
han PairX and Body, 821 West 
Fourth Street, Big Spring, TX. 
Telephone (432)263-6528.

TAKING APPLICATIONS for
Class A or B COL Driver. Expe­
rience with line work a plus but 
not necessary. Call 
(432)267-6006.
TUBING TESTER operator/ 
derrick person. Must pass drug 
test. Good wages. Call Jesse, 
(432)213-0739 after 7;00 p.m. 
only!

JUNQUE MART
Thift Store „
600 Lamesa
(432)264-0542
Mon -Sat. 10:00-5:00
100’s of movies, also records,
furniture, clothes, electronics,
collectible knives of Hollywood
stars.
Cheap PricesI

Efficiency Apt. • *176* 
One Bedroom • *225* 
Two Bedroom • *300*

C$300 Oapoaltl

All UUIItles Except Electric Paid 
rrF>- nigh Speed Wireless Internet , 
On-SIte Nwiager 
Security System In  Place 
Laundry Sr Vending Paclllty 
Housing Assistance Accepted

330 4  W. Hwy 80

NOW HIRING drivers to trans­
port railroad crews. 25 Years 
old, pass a drug screen, good 
driving record. Retired Men 
arxi Women are encouraged to 
apply. (866)303-4100 Leave 
message with name, number 
arxi location.
NOW HIRING for lead mainte- 
nance positioni Experience 
preferred & Great Benefits! 
Please call Schriece 
(432)263-7300 or fax resume 
(432)263-7301.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits Include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back grognd 
check, drug screening good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Apply in person. 
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

NEW QUEEN Pillowtop Mat­
tress and Foundation. Original 
plastic never opened. War­
ranty, Sell fast! $195. Call 
(806)549-3110.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenarx». 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re­
frigerator, dishwasher, fur­
nished. Washer/ dryer connec­
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

Instructiona l

PIZZA INN
Now Hiring wait Staff Must be 
deperxlable, hard working. 
Apiply in person at 1702 Gregg 
St. No phone calls.

PIANO & VOICE
LESSONS

Beginners through Advance. 
Years of teaching experience. 

2607 Rebecca.
Call (432)263-3367

QUICK CASH
Quick Cash Rebates- 
Get money you need. 

$100-$500.
The long distance you want 

and the discounts you deserve. 
Checking account required. 

612 Gregg 
Big Spring, Texas

BUILDING for LEASE for retail 
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi­
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600. 
month xleposit. Call WESTEX 
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

FOR LEASE 1515 Hwy. 350. 
Building with overhead door. 
On one acre of fenced land. 
$350. Month, $350. deposit. 
Call (432)263-5000.

Items fo r Sale

Pollard Chevrolet is seeking an 
ACCOUNTING CLERK. Ac­
counting experience required. 
Pay based on experience and 
ability. Apply in person at 1501 
East 4th.

HUGE SAVINGS on Furniture. 
Electronics and Appliances. 
Come by 501 E. Birdwell Lane 
#14 or call (432)263-0076.

TRAILERSII New 14’ Cargo 
Trailer V-nose, 4-wheel, 
brakes, drive-in tail gate. Bar­
gain Priced. 12’ 4-Wheel yard 
trailer, fold down gate $650.00; 
8X7 yard trailer w/fold down 
gate $325.00. Call Bill Crane 
(432)213-0426,1209 East 4th.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. 
408 E. FM 700 $500.00 Mon. 
Elec, gas, and water paid. 650 
square feet. For more info call 
(432) 267-9455

SEVERAL OFFICES available. 
Call (432)263-6514, 517-0038, 
(432)770-5656.

PRESCHOOL TEACHER.
Daytime hours. Apply in person 
at Jack & Jill, 1708 Nolan. Prior 
applicants, please reapply. No 
p h ^  calls please.

MAYTAG WASHING machine. 
Heavy duty, super capacity, 
quiet series. $200.00. 
CRAFTSMAN REAR - Tine 
Tiller, 5 HP. $75.00 Call 
(432)263-7518.

Real Estate fo r Rent

THREE BEDROOM, two bath. 
Fireplace, CH/A, CISD. $600. 
Month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)264-9907.

FOR RENT, 2 Bedroom house. 
S^ve & Refrigerator furnished. 
Call (432)267-6179.

Real Estate fo r Sale

Lost and Found
PRIVATELY OWNED group 
home looking for two people to 
fill evening slot, providing as­
sistance to developmentally 
disabled irxjividi als. Applicant 
must be dependable, have 3 
refererx:es, personal transpor­
tation and exhibit high level of 
maturity. Will train right candi­
date. Must be drug free with 
high school diploma or GED. 
Willing to work weekends. Se­
rious irxtuiries only. Contact 
Teresa O 263-1406 for rrx>re 
info.

FOUND on Richie Road small 
long hair mala dog, wearing 
collar. Call (432)264-6218.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
1 Bedroom furnished 

$450. month 
$200. deposit.
All Bills Paid 
403 East 8th 

Call (432)267-2771

1106 LAMAR. Great for rental 
property or first time buyer. 
$19,900. cash or owner will fi­
nance. Bad credit Okay! Call 
Jeremy, (432)978-6562.

LOST FEMALE red & white 
Springer Spaniel. $50. Reward. 
(432)935-1160.

M iscellaneous
14X14 OFFICE Bldg, with 
bathroom or excellent storage 
shed to be moved. Make Offer. 
1210 E. 4th. Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.

60S LINDA Lane. 3 bedroom, 1 
bath, CH/A. $450. month, 
$200. deposit. 800 E. 13th. 3 
bedroom, 1 bath. $385.00 
month, $150.00 deposit. 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi­
nancing. Buy for $277.00 
month or Rent $375.00 month. 
Call (432)264-9907.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Marla (432)263-3461.

EXTRA NICE 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath, CH/A, comer lot. $700.00 
month plus deposit. Call 
(432)263-4528 or 296-0277.

3/1, 2 car garage, stucco 
homo. 1401 Princeton. Owner 
will finance, bad credit okay! 
Rachelle, (432)213-2145.

WANTED FLATBED drivers 
with Class A CDL, two years 
over the road and one year flat­
bed experience. Free Medical 
Insurance and Paid Vacation. 
Call 866-246-3485.

3 PIECE brand new king mat­
tress in original plastic. Factory 
warranty. $295 takes 3 piece 
set. 806-549-3110.

B A R C E L O IN A  AFARTIVIEINTS

NEW BLACK Iron Canopy 
Bed, Never Opened Box, SAC­
RIFICE $159. 806-549-3110.

Choose Y o u r O w n M o n th ly  R ent O ptions  
$ A Q Q  Such As MLL BILLS PAID |

M  W  MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 
538 Westover 263-1252

__________________ M ow lw g A a e le ta w c e  A c c e p t e d __________________

I K X A S  S I .VI F \ M I ) K  C I . A S S I H K I )  A l ) \  Kl< I I S I \ ( ; \ K  I W O R K

§
§

TexSCAN Week o f  

March 26, 2006
ADOPTION

Note: It 1$ iUegai to be pud for anything beyond 
medical and legal etpenses in Texas adoption.
A CHILDLESS COUPLE (together 14 years) 
seeks to adopt. Financial secunty At-home parent. 
No daycare. Expenses paid. Androv and Ariel. Ask 
for Erin/Adam. 1-800-S41-0804
P R E G N A N T ? C O N SID E R IN G  A D O P­
TION-? Talk with caring people specializing 
in matching birthmothers with families nation­
wide. Expenses paid. Toll free 24/7. Abby‘< 
One True Gift Adoptio.is. 1-866-413-6292

RELIANT TRANSPORTATION FLOC02, 
Reliant gases The Reliant family of companies 
IS looking for professional drivers through out 
Texas. Colorado. Oklahoma and New Mexico 
What you can expect Family owned business, 
SIOOO sign on bonus, up to SI500 quarterly 
potential safety bonus, annual incentive bonus, 
full-time job, family and individual insurance 
at reduced rates. 500 mties/day or equivalent, 
annual boot allowance, uniforms, multi year pay 
plans Day drivers 30 cents/mile up to 42 cents/ 
mile. Night Drivers lOcenis/mileadditional. Call 
1-888-339-0399 to schedule an interview.

HUNTING
HUNT ELK. RED STAG, Whiteuil. Buffalo. 
Wild Boar. Our season; now-3/31/06. Guaranteed 
license. $5.00 - trophy in two days. No-Game/ 
No-Pay policy. Days 1-314-209-9800; evenings 
1-314-293-0610. High Adventure Ranch.

MISCELLANEOUS
AIRLINE MECHANIC - Rapid training for 
high paying aviation career. FAA predicts severe 
shortage. Financial aid if qualify - job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 1-888-349-5387.

EXAM PREP

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn $800 in 
a day? Your own local candy route 30 machines 
and candy. All for $9,995 1-888-625-5481. Multi 
Vend, LLC.

“ POSTAL EXAMS” The Average Postal 
Employee earns $57.000/year. Minimum starting 
pay $18.00/hr Benehts/paid training and vaca­
tions. 1-800-584-1775. Ref. #P470I. Fee required. 
(Not affiliated with the USPS )

EARN DEGREE ONLINE from home Medi­
cal. Business, Paralegal, Computers. Criminal 
Justice. Job placement. Computer provided. 
Financial aid if qualify. 1-866-858-2121, 
www.onlinetidewatertech.com

REAL ESTATE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

RETAIL STORF 0*VNER.S Very high profit 
margins. Low overhead, increased traffic, no added 
space. Making donuts [or 50 years Dreetens 
Famous Doouta. Hnancing available Call toU free. 
24 born. 1-S77-366-8B48.

TOO MUCH DEBT? Don’t choose the wrong 
way out. Our services have helped millions. Slick 
to a plan, get out of debt and save thousands. Free 
consultation. 1-866-866-9912. CarcOnc Credit 
Counseling.

130^/- ACRES, Paint Mare Ranch, 100 miles west 
of Del Rio. whitetail. deer, dove, quail, and javelina. 
$295 per acre, with 5% down. 1-830-885-4578. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd com

DRIVERS
FOR SALE

50.58 ACRES, Rocksprings/Del Rio. whitetail. 
axis. hogs, turkey, g c ^  cover, $895 per acre, 
long term owner financing. 1-800-876-9720. 
www.ranchenterpriaesltd.com

DRIVER-CDL DRIVERS Run Southern half 
ofU.S Better hometime. Better equipment. Texas 
baaed Kaigbt Terminals. Phone interviews avail­
able. I -888-446-5289,7 days/wuck CDL Oats-A. 
6 months experietKe.

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $2,795.00 Convert 
your logs to valuable lumber with your Norwood 
portable band sawmill Log skiddert also avail- 
^4e. www.norwoodindustnes.com • free informa­
tion: 1-800-578-1363. Ext. 300 N.

A BARGAIN - 75 Acres - $44,900 Rolling 
hills, good brush, rock outcroppings. Trophy 
deer habitat. Good highway access. Easy 
terms. Perfect for hunting retreat. Texas Land 
A Ranches. 1-877-542-6642

D RIV ERS • CD L/A . Special O rientation 
Pay for experienced drivers Home week­
ends. C reate  your own lanes. G reat pay 
and beneftta. C ypress Truck Lines, lac .. 
www.cyprcMSrvek.com. 1-888-808-5932.

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS - CDL>A FLATBED! New pay! Ben 
eftu, miles, freight end more. Minimum 23,1 year 
OTR. 1-BOD-247-8040, www.tmxc com. EOE.

ENRICH YOUR L IFE . Place, supervise 
High School Exchange S tudents. Earn 
travel, income. Also need Host Families for 
Fall arriving students ASA International. 
CaU Larisa 1-800-891-3643.

NEW TO MARKET - 100 Acres - HUNTING 
RANCH. First chance to own hunting retreat. 
Big buck area, plus turkey, dove, quail and 
more. Very private with/EZ highway access. 
$59,900 w/financing 1-866-899-5263

STEEL BUILDINGS

DUVEBS .  OTR $M W  Si(ii-aa Booui Experi- 
encad DrtvcfB. I yr. OTR. We are F.F.E.’ Good mila,. 
good mooay. uroag banafit packaga No Haamu. 
l-800-S<9-9232. Studaau walcoma
DRIVERS OTR, REGIONAL and Oadicaiad 
Bcaenu worth 9.5 caau/niila, plenty of fraigbt. 
confort zoaea gel yoa hoaa. 38 taimioali in 27 
Malaa. Swift Tmatporiaiion. I .SOO-669-7943. 

r.SwIftTrackin^abt .com

DEFEND OUR HOMELAND and provide 
disaster relief in the Texas Army National 
Guardi Up to S20K enlistment bonus, paid 
career training for valuable Job skills. 100% 
tuition assistance and college student loan 
repayments Accepting high school juniors 
and seniors, college students and gradu­
ates. Call todayl J-800-GO-GUARD, or visit 
www.TXARNG.com

STEEL BUILDINGS - FACTORY dealt 
Save $$$. 40'x60* to 100' x 200'. Example; 
5a'xlOO*xl2* -  S3.60/sq.ft. 1-888-467-4443. 
www.rigicttMitlding.com
^ E L  BUILDING SOLUTIONS. ‘Manufac 
turer Direct!” Priced to lell • Built to last. Featur­
ing clear span design. Extensive range of sizes and 
models Pioneer 1-800-668-5422

DRIVERS /  DRIVING SCHOOL graduates 
wasted. Tuitios rchshursement. No waiting for 
traisen. Paseenger policy No NYC. Guaranteed 

Miaae. Dedicated and regional available 
V SA T nek, 1-866-483-3413.

HEAVY TRUCK MECHRNICES Come to 
Midland/Odeste. TX All itams-$17 to S25/hour 
Sign On Bonus Verifiable ^ilU: ASE Certified 
and/or equivalent veriflabkkills. Comprehen­
sive benefits package incUMttg401K Relocation 
expense reimbursement. Sul^ii resume for imme­
diate cofwtderaiton and reponse to: Blind Box OA- 
2607 P.O Box 2952. Oudsaa. TX 79760

FTum Your At! In TnxSCAN'

Tom orrow ’s Horoscope
BY HOLIDAY MATUS
The planets bring atten­

tion to the state of our 
romantic lives and the 
role our 
a f f e c t i on s  
play in daily 
d i s cou rse .
The Aries 
solar influ­
ence gives a 
d i s t i n c t l y  
m as cu l i ne  
slant to the 
q u e s t i o n ,  
and the 
moon assert­
ing Itself..................
through Aries this after­
noon intensifies the effect 
of this strong, l./arrior- 
like energy. Love makes a 
hunter out of us all.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). Your ambitions and 
your actual life may not

Holiday

Mathis

Real Estate fo r Sale
200 ACRES in Howard County. 
Rolling terrain, paved road 
frontage. Good grass with 
some mesquite and tree cover, 
partial CRP. Barn and small 
house. $125,000.
Owner/Agent, (432)267-4147 
or (432)213-3198.
4207 DIXON. Three bedroom, 
one bath. $34,750. Call 
1-800-804-7110.
FOR SALE, Extra Clean 2 
Bedroom, 2 bath Brick Home 
near College. Den w/fireplace, 
util, room, single garage, new 
carpet. Call (432)263-6887 or 
270-1743.

GREAT INVESTMENT
Four -. 1 Bedroom, 1 bath units. 
Owner Finance or Best Cash 
Otter. Call (432)264-9907.
OLD 2 story house with 2 
acres on Davis Road (West ot 
Gail Highway). Lots of work but 
tons of potential with wood 
floors, high ceilings, leaded 
glass and original doors and 
hardware. $11,000.
(432)218-6511.
OWNER FINANCE 1508 
Vines. 3 bedroom, 1 bath. 
$28,500. Easy Terms. Call 
(325)893-1973.
PRICE: $29,900 Newly remod­
eled Duplex: 706 13th St. Each 
side: ,2 bedrooms, 1 bath, cen­
tral air/heat, washer/dryer con­
nections, new paint/carpet, gas 
stoves. Fenced backyard. 
Great investment property. Cal 
(432)935-6163.

Vehicles
1994 PONTIAC Sunbird SE. 
V6, 148,000 miles, red, sporty, 
standard. $2300.00. Call 
(432)263-1964.

SavBral N b w  200S 
Fordm, Lincolnm,, Nimmmnm Availablm : A t Huga Savinga

Bob Brock Ford
•TOOW. I t h  26 7 -7  12 1

Legals*
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS 

OF PROPOSED TEXAS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) 
CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals lor contracts 
listed below will be received by 
TxDOT until the date(s) shown be­
low, and then publicly read. 
CONSTRUCTION/ MAINTE­
NANCE/ BUILDING FACILITIES 
CONTRACT(S)

DIst/DIv: Abilene
Contract 0005-06-107 for PLAN­
ING, FLEX BASE REPAIR, UN­
DERSEAL & ACP in HOWARD 
County will be opened on April 12, 
2006 at 1:00 pm at the State Of­
fice.

Plans and specifications are avail­
able for inspection, along with bid­
ding proposals, and applications for 
the TxDOT Prequalified Contrac­
tor's list, at the applicable State 
and/ or Dist/Div Offices listed be­
low. If applicable, bidders must 
submit prequalification information 
to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to 
the bid date to be eligible to bid on 
a project. Prequalification matehals 
may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the 
above contract(s) are available 
from TxDOTs website at 
www.dot.state.br.us and from re­
production companies at the ex­
pense of the contractor.
NPO: 19574

State Office

RAILROAD JOBS: K tiitit City Soulhero 
need* cowlactort. OrcM pey w d bcucfUt. For 
ik loraitioa call l-•00-22l-337■. Aficr the 
racorded BeMage, leave yoar aaaM. addreu, 
phoM ngatet.

Statewide Ad  ____ $450
W N iw ipapiri, I MMleav OrtaladaM

North Region Only.,...^,._$195
IN  Wnripapm , 32M U  Orariatlmi

South Region Oniy $195
— ^    ------ a - . ^  - ■

West R ^jon  C>nlT......„...... $195

ConStrV Maint. Division 
200 E. Riverside Dr. 
Austin, Texas 78704 
Phone; 512-416-2540 

Dist/ Ofv Officefs)

match up perfectly, but 
you’re doing your best. 
'That’s the natural way of 
progress — to grow in 
uneven, awkward spurts. 
You’re right where you 
should be.

TAURUS (AprU 20-May
20) . l^ e  person who often 
gets under your skin has 
no idea of his or her 
effect. Therefore, you 
needn’t take what this 
person says as a personal 
affront. Let comments 
roll off you like water off 
the back of a duck.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . The responsibility 
you are faced with may 
be a simple one, but only 
you can do it. So reach 
deep down and find a 
motivation — any motiva­
tion — to do what you 
must.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . There’s a song that 
sings, “Why do birds sud­
denly appear, every time 
you are near?” Well, the 
birds were always there, 
but a special person 
makes you want to notice 
things such as birds and 
other strange daily beau­
ties.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
You could do without the 
noise today, which is 
unfortunate for you, 
because it’s everywhere. 
Close loved ones are the 
worst offenders. See if 
you can’t find somewhere 
to “hide” for a few hours.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). You feel a sense of 
longing for the first time 
in a while. Write down 
what you want to pursue 
and how you might start 
pursuing it. No quick 
fixes. It’s the real work 
that gives you confidence 
and success. - 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Be gentle. Don’t expect 
change to be immediate. 
Besides, it might be bet­
ter to learn more first. 
Leaping before doing the 
necessary preparation is 
less than ideal.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). A late present 
arrives! This just proves 
that good things do come 
in small packages. On the 
job, being willing to work 
hard is only half the bat­
tle. You excel if you are 
well-informed.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Be happy that 
you have wants and 
needs. If you didn’t, you’d 
be depressed. Necessity is 
the mother of your great­
est invention yet! If rea­
son says one thing and 
intuition Another, trust 
the latter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). The key lessons 
have to do with patience 
and perseverance. Dam. 
You’d rather be learning 
lessons like: how to spend 
all the money that seems 
to fall down from the sky 
wherever you walk. Alas, 
rewards will be worth­
while.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). All lucky moves 
have one thing in com­
mon: They take you out of 
your comfort zone. So in 
a weird way, the more 
uncomfortable you are, 
the luckier you are.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). The person who talks 
too much is hiding some­
thing. Or, perhaps more 
aptly, trying to hide 
everything. Your compas­
sion is needed more than 
ever. Be the one who 
accepts others even for 
their fragility and faults.

© 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE. INC.
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ANSWERS
Abilsne District 

District Engineer 
4250 N. Clack 

Abilene. Texas 79604-0150 
Phona: 325-676-6800 

Minimum wage rate# are set out in 
bidding documanta and the rates 
wiN ba part of the contract. TXDOT 
ansuraa that bidders wtN not ba dis- 
crimtnated against on the grounds 
of race, cokx, aax, or national ori­
gin.
•4906 March 21 A 28. 2006
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This Date 
In History
Today is Tuesday, March 

28, the 87th day of 2006. 
There are 278 days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 28, 1979,
America’s worst commercial 
nuclear accident occurred 
inside the Unit 2 reactor at 
the Three Mile Island plant 
near Middletown, Pa.

On this date:
In 1834, the U.S. Senate 

voted to censure President 
Jackson for the removal of 
federal deposits from the 
Bank of the United States.

In 1854, during the 
Crimean War, Britain and 
France declared war on 
Russia.

In 1898, the Supreme Court 
ruled that a child born in 
the United States to Chinese 
immigrants was a U.S. citi­
zen.

In 1930, the names of the 
Turkish cities of 
Constantinople and Angora 
were changed to Istanbul 
and Ankara.

In 1939, the Spanish Civil

War ended as Madrid fell to 
the forces of Francisco 
Franco.

In 1941, novelist and critic 
Virginia Woolf died in 
Lewes, England.

In 1942, during World War 
II, British naval forces raid­
ed the Nazi-occupied French 
port of St. Nazaire.

Ten years ago: The space 
shuttle Atlantis’ astronauts . 
said goodbye to the crew of 
Russia’s space station Mir 
and then flew off, leaving 
Shannon Lucid behind for a 
five-month stay in orbit.

Five years ago: The 
authors of a book on the 
Oklahoma City bombing 
revealed that during prison 
interviews, Timothy
McVeigh had shown no 
remorse for what happened, 
and called the 19 children 
who died “collateral dam­
age."

One year ago: The 
Colorado Supreme Court 
threw out the death penalty 
in a rape-and-murder case 
because five of the jurors 
had consulted the Bible and 
quoted Scripture during 
deliberations. A major 
earthquake off the west 
coast of Indonesia killed up 
to 1,000 people.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
White House nationaf secu­

rity adviser Zbigniew 
Brzezinski is 78. Alaska 
Gov. Frank Murkowski is 
73. Cojuntry musician 
Charlie McCoy is 65. Movie 
director Mike Newell is 64. 
Actress Conchata Ferrell is 
63. Actress Dianne Wiest is 
58. Rhythm-and-blues musi­
cian Milan Williams is 58. 
Country singer Reba 
McEntire is 51. Actress 
Tracey Needham is 39. 
Country singer Rodney 
Atkins is 37. Rapper Salt 
(Salt-N-Pepa) is 37. Actor 
Vince Vaughn is 36. Rapper 
Mr. Cheeks (Lost Boyz) is 35. 
Actress Julia Stiles is 25.

Thought for Today: 
“Guess, if you can, and 
choose, if you dare." — 
Pierre Corneille, French 
dramatist and poet (1606- 
1684).

Answer to previous puzzle
IA IsilM□ □□□□ □□□□□ □ □□□□ □□□□□□□□ □□□□□

[!]□□ □□□□□ □□□□□ □□□

Newsday Crossword

ACROSS
1 One-celled 

creature 
6 Humorous 

poet Ogden
10 Web auction 

center
14 Sahara beast
15 Notion
1 6  ______of the above
17 Songbird sound
18 Fish’s breathing 

organ
19 Smitten
20 Type of instant 

lottery ticket
22 Part of the eye
23 Inning enders
24 First stage
25 Talk nonsense
29 Small dog,

familiarly
31 Andrew_

Webber
32 Sudden declines
37 Gone With the 

Wind mansion
38 Chicken 

throwaways
39 “Yikes!”
40 They winter 

in Florida
42 Ordinary 

langua^
43 Visibility 

problem
44 Reiterated, 

with “on"
45 Batman’s 

sidekick
48 Top-billed 

performer
50 Former spouses
51 Caipentry tool
57 Swindle
58 Tube-shaped 

p ^ ta
59 Distributed
60 Doing nothing

61 Hertz competitor
62 Author Zola
63 Bambi, for one
64 Monthly 

payment
65 Shoe bottoms 

DOWN
1 Parts of a play
2  ______Antony
3 Ruler of Kuwait
4 Lugosi of films
5 Considering 

everything
6 Dusk-to-dawn 

period
7 Fernando’s 

farewell
8  ______-centered

(egotistical)
9 50%

10 Sound of a 
well-tuned car

11 Wild pigs

HERE, KITTY by Sally R. Stein 
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WWW stanxwords.com
36 Lose fur 
38 ‘That’s 

show__!’’
41 Make illegal
42 Veterans Day 

events
44 “That’s what 

you think!”
45 Make a 

second offer
46 Rust, for 

example
47 Charming 

woman
48 Fine sheet fabric
49 Novel-plot 

surprise
51 Business bigwig
52 Not on tape
53 Office note
54 Send, as a 

postcard
55 Vogue rival
56 Hwys.

12 Actress 
Dickinson

13 Bread baker’s 
ingredient

21 Billiards stick
24 Approves
25 Diner 

sandwiches; 
Abbr.

26 Alda of 
The Aviator

27 Brooklyn or 
Manhattan, 
for short

28 Barely
29 Fruit-filled 

desserts
30 Golfer Ernie
32 Ripped up
33 Also
34 Flapjack 

franchise
35 Tip of an 

airplane
1 2 3 4
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In  The News

Fans flock to ‘High 
School Musical’

D M £

rr

Not just a painter, Rembrandt also was a master printmaker

know that in addition to being 
acclaimed for his dramatic oil paintings, 
he was hailed in his time for his 
detailed etchings — some not much 
bigger than a Yu-Gi-Oh card, others 
nearly as small as a postage stamp?

Rembrandt van Rijn — who along 
with Michelangelo and Raphael is one 
of only a handful of artists known by 
their first names — is considered one of 
the most imaginative printir.'kers of all 
times. He used a sharp tool to draw on 
copper plates, then made prints of the 
drawings.

“Prints are a way for more than one 
person to own an original piece of an 
artist’s work,” explains Alan Artner, the 
Chicago Tribune’s art critic.

Rembrandt’s etchings are incredibly 
detailed, created of many thin lines.

almost scratches. With these slashes 
and strokes he conveys a startling array 
of moods and emotions, and amazing 
tones of light and dark.

“People describe (the prints) using 
words like color, and here they are.

black and white,” says Mike Venezia, 
author and illustrator of “Rembrandt,” 
one of 40 books and videos he has done 
in the “Getting to Know the World’s 
Greatest Artists” series (Childrens 
Press. $6.95).

Printmaking is one of the oldest art 
forms; it commonly was used to illus­
trate books. But Rembrandt wasn’t 
afraid to try different things, and his 
techniques added excitement to a previ­
ously dull and dry art enterprise.

He also wasn’t afraid to be different: 
In his time, prints were a way for artists 
to get exposure for their paintings. 
Some artists who wished to publicize 
their work, such as Peter Paul Rubens, 
had piî nts made of their paintings. 
Rembrandt made fast “sketches” with 
oil paint, then turned them into etch­
ings. It was a primary art form for him.

You’ve probably done a basic form 
of printmaking if you’ve ever carved a 
design into Styrofoam or into an apple 
or potato, dipped it in tempera paint, 
and “printed” the design onto paper.

If you invited friends over to watch the Disney 
Channel’s “High School Musical,” you weren’t 
alone. Thousands of other kids were doing exactly 
the same thing.

The movie, about two high 
school students who pursue 
their love for singing and acting despite pressure 
fix)m friends and family to “Stick to the Status 
Quo,” as one of the movie’s songs puts it, has been 
a huge success.

Time For Kids kid reporter Emily Doveala 
interviewed Zac Efton, who plays Troy Bolton, 
and “The Suite Life of Zack and Cody’s” Ashley 
Tisdale, who plays Sharpay Evans.

TFK: How long did it take to make the movie?
EFRON: It took a total of six weeks. We had 

two weeks of rehearsal and then we had four 
weeks of principal photography So, all together 
six weeks to make the movie.

TISDALE: They had to get me in and out 
because 1 had to get back to “Suite Life” for the 
second season. We did a week in Los Angeles of 
recording, and two weeks of dance rehearsal, and 
two weeks of principal photography.

TFK; How many hours a day did you rehearse 
dancing or singing?

EFRON: The first two weeks we would show 
up to rehearsal at 9 o’clock, and I think we’d get 
off at about 5 o’clock. That was for the rehearsal 
for the dancing and basketball and acting and 
everything. And then during the rest of the shoot 
when we weren’t on camera we were rehearsing.

TFK: What was your favorite part about film­
ing this movie?

EFRON: My favorite part of filming this movie 
was just the interaction with the cast, and making a 
whole bunch of new friends and singing and danc­
ing while we were filming.

FR E D  H A Y E S /D IS N E Y  C H A N N E L

Ashley Tisdale, left, and Zac Efron, right, in “High 
School Musical.”

To make his prints, Rembrandt used 
three techniques; engraving, etching and 
drypoint. He used them alone or in com­
bination. With each, he incised or 
scratched his drawings into copper 
plates. After the drawing was complete, 
ink was applied to the plate and wiped 
away. The plate was sandwiched 
between paper and a protective felt cov­
ering, fed through a hand-cranked print­
ing press, and the image was printed. To 
make an engraving, Rembrandt carved 
his drawing into the copper plate with a 
tool called a “burin,” which has a sharp, 
diamond-shaped tip.

How did he do that? Etching involved coating the copper 
plate with acid-resistant wax or resin, 
called “ground.” Rembrandt made his 
drawing in the ground with a needle-like 
tool. The plate then was dipped in acid, 
where the exposed metal was eaten 
away, causing the lines of his drawing to 
become deeper grooves.

Drypoint is a cross between etching 
and engraving. He used a needle to 
carve lines into the copper plate. This 
left raised, somewhat rough edges in the 
copper called “burr.” When printed, the 
burr created soft edges on the paper.

SO U R C E  'R E M B R A N D T ’ S JO U R N EY  PA INTER . 
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TISDALE: I have to say the musical nu’*. bers 
were awesome. To have a movie with music 
videos within the movie is really cool. Just having 
fun, and I think it showed up on screen that we all 
were having a blast. It looked like a huge party.

TFK; What advice would you give to kids who 
want to have a career in acting?

EFRON: My advice would be to go and sign 
up for the first play you can find, audition and see 
how you like it. If you enjoy being on stage, then I 
can almost guarantee that you are going to like 
being in front of the camera.

TISDALE: I think, follow your dreams. If you 
really, really want to do it, you should definitely go 
for it But you have to know that it’s not all glam­
orous like people expect it to be. They think “Wow, 
that looks like so much ilin. It’s so glamorous.” It is 
fun, but you have to make it fun and you have to 
work really hard because it is a job. It is hard work 
and there is a lot of rejection. You have to take acting 
practice and really work hard at it  —  Emily Doveala, 10
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