
rC T iX r-

C/5Herald
Inside
Howard 
Im provM  
to 8-0 at 
homo with 
twin awaap

Page IB

VOLUME 102, NUMBER 100 MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2006 COPYRIGHT 2006

Runoff elections 
headed this way, 
expected April 11
Some state offices have 
no clear nominations yet
By THOMAS JENKINS
S ta ff Writer

Several state office 
runoff elections are 
expected to be announced 
soon by the Texas 
Secretary of State, accord­
ing to a local election offi­
cial.

According to Saundra 
Bloom, election adminis­
trator for the county, 
runoff elections are 
expected in the 
Democratic races for U.S. 
State Senator and the Lt. 
Governor’s Office, as well 
as the Republican race for 
the Place 8 bench on the 
Court of Criminal 
Appeals.

The runoff election — 
once approved by the 
state secretary’s office — 
is expiected to be April 11, 
with early voting to begin 
April 3.

In the March 7 
Democratic party pri­
maries, U.S. Senator 
hopefuls Darrel Reece 
Hunter, Gene Kelly and 
Barbara Ann Radnofsky 
went to the polls for their 
party’s nod for 
November.

Radnofsky drew 215,556 
ballots in the primary, 
while Kelly took 191,524

General: 
Iraqi forces 
continually 
improving
By LOUTA C. BALDOR
A so c ia ted  P re s s  W riter

ABOARD A MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT (AP) -  Iraqi 
Army forces may be able 
to take over the more 
volatile regions of their 
country by the end of this 
year, as long as they have 
the equipment and logis­
tical support they need, 
the top U.S. military com­
mander said today.

Marine Gen. Peter Pace, 
chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said that 
by year’s end the Iraqi 
army will have recruited 
all of the units it needs, 
and the U.S. will have 
trained “a vast majority 
of their Army.”

“Right now the Iraqis 
have (control) over half of 
Baghdad, and Baghdad is

See IRAQ, Page 3A

R u n o ffs
Dem ocratic Primary
U.S Senator:
Barbara Ann 
Radriofsky, Gene 
Kelly

Lt. Governor: Maria 
Luisa Alvarado, 
Benjamin Z. Grant

Republican Primary 
Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 6:
Charles Holcomb, 
Terry Keel

Stripling

votes and Hunter only 
94,153. Because
Radnofsky failed to draw 
more than 50 percent of 
the vote, a runoff election 
between herself and Kelly 
is anticipated.

Of the more than 12 mil­
lion registered voters in 
the state, only an estimat­
ed 3.93 percent actually 
cast a ballot in the race, 
according to the secre­
tary’s office.

In the race for Lt.

See RUNOFF, Page 3A
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From le ft, Noah Carringer, Chris Hughes and Sonny Prince get In some practice runs wHh 
th e ir cars prior to  the start of Saturday’s PInewood Derby, held a t R rst United M ethodist 
Church's G arrett H all.

They’re off!
Pinewood Derby brings smiles 
to Howard County area Scouts
By STEVE REAGAN
S ta ff W riter

When looking at some of the entries 
in a Pinewood Derby event, it’s impor­
tant to remember that form does not 
always follow function.

Yes, the annual Boy Scouts event —

in which Scouts compete to see who 
has the fastest home-made model car — 
does feature some faithful replicas of 
dragsters, stock cars and open-wheel 
racers.

But you’re just as liable to see unique 

See DERBY. Page 3A
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Scouts’ 
fund drive 
under way
Herald S ta ff Report

Former Boy Scouts 
wishing to “give some­
thing back” or those 
who simply believe in 
the merits of 
the longtime 
organization 
have an 
opportunity 
to help out 
right now.

“We are 
asking for 
supporters to 
continue to 
render financial assis­
tance,” said Hayes 
Stripling, financial 
chairman for Friends of 
Scouting. “We need 
these funds to continue 
the work in the Big 
Spring area.”

Stripling said the Boy 
Scouts program receives 
some funding from the 
United Way, but still 
needs financial help 
from the community.

There are 650 local 
Scouts, 200 Scout leaders 
and 44 units, said 
Stripling.

“There are three pri­
mary ways we influence 
our youth — character 
building, physical and 
mental fitness, and citi­
zenship training,” said 
Stripling.

“Continuing this pro­
gram prepares young

See FUNDS, Page 3A

Fun fly  draw s  
enthusiasts  
to The D orothy

H«raM pt¥>to/S t*v* Raafan

Ed Couch, an engineer from  the Dallas-Fort W orth area, preparee to  launch his 
“om Khopter,” a (podel a ircra ft th a t flies by flapping Its wings like  a bird, during th e annu­
al Fun R y, held Saturday a t Dorothy G arrett Coliseum .

By STEVE REAGAN
S ta ff W riter

Attending Saturday’s 
Fun Fly at Dorothy 
Garrett Coliseum
required an appreciation 
of model airplanes — and 
quick reflexes.

The coliseum provided 
a safe haven from 
Saturday’s cold, blustery 
weather, but anyone wan­
dering near the flying 
area had to keep on the 
lookout for the occasional 
identified flying object.

About 50 enthusiasts 
attended the event, 
which, true to its name, 
provided those involved 
with a fun, pleasant after­
noon of flying their 
miniature planes and kib­
itzing with their like- 
minded brethren.

“Eighty percent of this

McKinney

“Last 
year, we 
had 30 
people 
show up.
Now, we 
have 
about 50. We’re 
really starting to 
run out of room 
now."

is just social,” said Ed 
Couch, who traveled from 
his home in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth area to attend. 
“We have a lot of fun just 
seeing what other people 
are up to.”

And the event is becom- 

See FLYING. Page 3A

BSSH EM PLO YEE AW ARDS

Big Spring State Hospital's highest- 
achieving employees of 2005 will be ec- 
ognized during the hospital's yearly com­
mendation awards ceremony Wednesday 
afternoon in the hospital's Allred Building 
Auditorium.

Commendation award winners are 
selected on their work performance, atten­
dance and supervisor evaluations.

CEO Ed Moughon and Assistant CEO 
Jok Simons also will harKf out award cer­
tificates to employees who have worked 
for the hospital 5 ,1 0 , 15, 20 and 25 
years. Employees who have been award­
ed recognition in their particular fields dur­
ing the past year also will be recognized.

F o il e d  b y  s t u p id it y

BENICIA, Calif. (^P) — Two armed men 
in ski masks slunk away from an attempt­
ed heist empty-handed after learning they 
had picked a cashless credit union, 
authorities said.

The uriidentified men rushed into the 
First Pacific Credit Union in Benicia with 
semiautomatic handguns drawn.

But after ordering employees to lie down 
and hand over money, the. suspects were 
told there was no cash to be had.

The men fled the scene, and no one 
was injured.

‘ I would say that apparently they weren't 
really prepared," Police Capt. Steve 
Mortensen said.

B u s in e s s  A f t e r  H o u r s

Southern Maid Donuts & KaleidoScoops 
will host Business After Hours from 4:30 
p.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday.

Business After Hours is a program of 
the Big Spring Area Chamber of 
Commerce and is designed to encourage 
networking and to showcase sponsors.

The public is invited to come and learn 
more about the business, visit and enjoy 
some refreshments. There is no charge to 
attend.

The event is a come-and-go function, 
and business owners are erKouraged to 
exchange ideas and business cards.

Southern Maid Donuts & KaleidoScoops 
is located at 1103 E. 11th Place.

054414797209



Obituaries
Helen Wise

Helen Wise, 74. of Odem. formerly of Big Spring, 
died at 12:36 p.m. Saturday. March 18,2006. at Medical 
Center Hospital in Odessa. Graveside services will be 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday, March 21. 2006, at Trinity 
Memorial Park with the Rev. Ken McMeans, pastor of 
College Baptist Church, officiating.

She was horn Jan. 2. 1932, in Lamesa to Mary and 
R.E. McClure Sr. Helen grew up in Big Spring and 
graduated from Big Spring High School in 1949. Helen 
married Ed Lewis Wise Nov. 4,1949, in Big Spring. He 
preceded her in death Sept. 26,1991. She was a home­
maker and worked at Caudill Shop at Highland Mall a 
number of years.

Helen enjoyed bridge and her bridge friends in Big 
Spring, Odessa and Midland. She was a Silver Life 
Master in the American Contract Bridge League. 
Helen also enjoyed traveling to tournaments. She was 
a member of College Baptist Chvirch for more than 40
years.

Helen is suivived by one daughter, Nancy Harris 
and her husband, Thomas of Odessa; six nieces and 
nephews; several grand-nieces and nephews; and sev­
eral cousins.

In addition to her husband and parents, Helen was 
preceded in death by one brother, R. E. McClure Jr.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Paid obituary

Iona Grimes
Iona Grimes, 73, of Big Spring died Saturday, March 

18, 2006, in a Midland hospital. Funeral services will 
be held at 10 a.m. Tuesday. March 21, 2006, at the 
Nalley Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the Rev. 
Rex Clayton officiating. Interment will follow at 11:45 
a.m. at the Colorado City Cemetery.

The family will receive friends today, March 20, 
2006, from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the Nailey-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home.

She was bom Jan. 3,1933, in Hermleigh and married 
Bill Grimes Sept. 15, 1962, in Colorado City. They 
moved to Howard County in 1962.

Iona enjoyed traveling and taking vacations with her 
family, because they were the center of her life, espe­
cially her grandchildren.

She was a member of the East Fourth Street Baptist 
Church.

Survivors include her husband. Bill Grimes of Big 
Spring; two sons and a daughter-in-law, Jerry Bates of 
Colorado City and Troy and Yvette Grimes of College 
Station; four grandchildren, Jason Bates of 
Sweetwater, Brian Grimes, Eric Grimes and Mindy 
Grimes, all of College Station; and a special cousin, 
Juanita Glass of Hermleigh.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Leonard 
and Mable Culp.

Arrangements under the direction of Nailey-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Harold Parrish

L o c a l

Harold Parrish, 53, of Sweetwater, died Friday, 
March 17,2006, in Big Spring. Graveside services were 
2 p.m. today, March 20, 2006, in the Sweetwater 
Cemetery with the Rev. Rodney Bell officiating.

He was bom June 6,1952, in Baird. He was a truck 
driver and a veteran of the U.S. Army. He was a life­
long resident of Sweetwater.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Edna 
Parrish Nov. 29, 2005.

He is survived by his daughter. Candy Parrish of 
Fort Worth; his son, Michael Parrish of Three Rivers; 
his father, Alvin Parrish of Sweetwater; two sisters, 
Linda Linebaugh of Sweetwater and Melissa Lewis 
and husband, Brian, of Ranger; brother, Allen Peurish 
and wife, Pat of Big Spring; four grandchildren; and 
numerous niecs and nephews.

Pallbearers will be Richard Linebaugh, Ronnie 
Linebaugh Jr., Shelly Linebaugh, Todd Parrish, Kim 
Parrish and Tyna Knowlton.

Arrangements were under the direction of McCoy 
Funeral Home in Sweetwater.

Paid obituary

Support Groups

Police blotter
The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­

lowing activity between 10 a.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• CHESTER MCKINNEY, 35, of 538 Westover Road 
Apt. 156, was arrested Saturday on a charge of public 
intoxication.

• ROBERT REED, 50, of 1308 Wright, was arrested 
Satimlay on a charge of possession of dirug parapher­
nalia.

• ALEJANDRO ESCANUELA, 46, of 305 N.E. 
Eighth Street, was arrested Saturday on a local cita­
tion and driving while intoxicated.

• CHRIS LEE RODRIGUEZ, 18, of 1908 Settles, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of minor in consump­
tion of an alcoholic beverage.

• EMILY HOLGUIN, 20, of 2508 W. 16th Street, was 
arrested Sunday on a charge of driving while intoxi­
cated.

• MICHAEL PAUL WOELLERT, 27, of 1408 Tucson, 
was arrested Sunday on a charge of driving while 
license suspended/invalid.

• THEFT was reported: in the 1900 block of Winston, 
in the 1100 block of Lamesa, in the 500 block of Lamesa 
and In the 100 block of Second Street.

• POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA­
PHERNALIA was reported in the 600 block of 
McEwen.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 1300 
block of Lincoln.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF/FAMILY VIOLENCE
was reported in the 2300 block of Warren.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported: in the 2600 
block of Chanute, in the 1300 block of Runnels and in 
the 2500 block of Wasson.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in 
the 1300 block of Wood.

• ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 700 block 
of Interstate Highway 20.

• ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO CAUSE BODILY 
INJURY was reported in the 700 block of Third Street.

Sheriffs report
The Howard County Sheriffs Office reported the fol­

lowing activity:
• NATHAN HOUSTON CAHOON, 45, was trans 

ferred to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on 
charges of theft and criminal trespass.

• DANIEL JESUS LEMON, 37, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of 
criminal trespass.

• ALEJANDRO ESCANUELA JR., was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
driving while intoxicated.

• CHRISTOPHER DANTE RYAN, 18, was trans 
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a 
charge of criminal trespass.

• RUBEN GONZALES, 40, was arrested Saturday by 
DPS on charges of driving while intoxicated and fail­
ure to maintain financial responsibility.

• BRIAN JOSEPH IVANCHAN, 21, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of failure to identify as a 
fugitive from j ustice - giving false information and dis­
playing an expired registration.

• DANE POWELL, 42, was arrested Sunday by the 
HCSO on a charge of public intoxication.

• EMILY MARIE HOLGUIN, 20, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of dri­
ving while intoxicated.

• MICHAEL PAUL WOELLERT, 27, was trans 
ferred to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a 
charge of driving while license suspended/invalid.

• RAMIRO URIAS JR., 21, was arrested Sunday by 
the HCSO on charges of evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle and reckless driving.

• TRINITY ATLEE PIPPIN, 22, was arrested 
Sunday by the HCSO on charges of evading arrest or 
detention with a vehicle and reckless driving.

• FRANCISCO SANCHEZ, 22, was arrested Sunday 
by the HCSO on charges of evading arrest or detention 
with a vehicle and reckless driving.

• UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE 
was reported in the 1200 block of Rockhouse Road.

• DOMESTIC DISPUTE was reported in the 400 
block of South Fifth Street.

Fire/EMS
Juanita Bryant

Memorial services for Juanita Bryant, 94, of Lamesa 
were Sunday, March 19, 2006, at 2 p.m. at the Branon 
Funeral Home Chapel in Lamesa with Lee Barron offi­
ciating.

She died Friday, March 17 2006, at Covenant 
Lakeside.

Juanita was bom April 20, 1911, in Dawson County 
to William and Zoe Elliot Wood. She married Hayden 
Barron in Tahoka Aug. 29, 1928. She was bom and 
raised in Lamesa and was a'member of the Church of 
Christ.

Survivors include her son, David Barron and wife, 
Mary Ann of Lamesa; daughter, Mary Parks and hus­
band, Doyle of Big Spring; 11 grandchildren; and 19 
great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents, all broth­
ers and sisters, her husband, three sons, Richard, Hal 
and H.H., and one grandson, Richard Jr.

The family suggests memorials to the charity of your 
choice.

Arrangements were under the direction of Branon 
Funeral Home in Lamesa.
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MONDAY
• Encourager’s Support Group for all widows and 

widowers meets today in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Seventh and Runnels streets, for a covered 
dish dinner at 6 p.m. Enter through ^ e  north door. 
For more information, call 398-5622.

TUESDAY
• The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6 

p.m. the last Tuesday of the month in the College 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005 Blrdwell Lane. 
The next meeting is March 28. Call Tracey at 263-4948 
for more information.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block of High 
School Drive. Service was refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1000 block of East 
Fifth Street. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of Father 
Delaney. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1900 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of West 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block 
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of West 
Interstate Highway 20. One person was transported to 
the VAMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 500 block of 12th 
Street. Service was refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2800 block of 
Lawrence. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of 
V ir g i^ .  One person was transported to SMMC.

• M ^ IC A L  was reported in the 2600 block of Ent. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of North 
Broadway in Coahoma. One person was transported to 
SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of 
Connally. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 100 block of West 
18th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.
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Monday, March 20, 2006,

Bulletin Board
If you have Ite im  for tho Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald newa room at 263-7331 or email 
edRorOMgsprlngherald.com
TODAY ^ .
• The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher s 

Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard 
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at 
11:30 a.m.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306 
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756 
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell 
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is 
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older 
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north­
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La 
Posada Restaurant.

• DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m. 
at 610 Abrams St.

• Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church 
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited 
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the 

high school ban3 hall. All band parents are invited 
to attend.

• Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. for din­
ner with a meeting to follow at First and Goliad 
streets. All Masons are welcome to attend.

• Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the 
Howard County Library. All working artists and 
those interested in art are invited to attend.

• Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m. 
at 221 Main.

WEDNESDAY fourth
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard College Cactus Roont.

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267- 
7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 

western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m.

Weather
Tonight...Mostly clear. Colder. Lows in the lower 

30s. Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.
Tuesday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 50s. 

Northeast winds around 10 mph.
Tuesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 

East winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s. 

Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 

30s.
Thursday...Partly cloudy. Highs around 60. 
Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s. 
Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 30s. 
Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s. 
Saturday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 

40s.
Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 70s.
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Midiatlt Stores contlderpoMlblQ tale
' IRVINO (AP) — Michaels Stores Inc.," an arts uul 
crafts retail chain, put itself up for sale Monday and 
said its longtime president and chiM executive, R. 
Michael Rouleau, is retiring.

Michaels shares rose $4.54, or 13.4 percent, to $38.60 
in premarket activity. The stock hit a 52>week low of 
$30.88 in October 2005 and has traded in the low $30> 
range since the start of the year. ^

Michaels said its decision to put Itself up for sale 
as part of its broader exploration of its strategic 
options was driven by a desire to boost sharehold^ 
value and Improve its financial performance.

The retailer said it would leave the CEO post 
vacant, and named Jeffrey N. Boyer and Gregory A. 
Sandfort as co-presidents to succeed Rouleau in that 
position. The company said Rouleau was leaving 
“after a decade of exemplary service.”

Boyer was previously executive vice president and 
chief financial officer, while Sandfort was formerly 
executive vice president and general 'merchandise 
manager.

Boyer will continue to hold the finance chiefs post, 
while Sandfort will take on the role of chief operat­
ing officer. Both co-presMents will report to Charles 
J. Wyly Jr., chairman of the board.

Michaels said it hired investment bank JPMorgan 
as its financial adviser as it reviews its options, a 
process it said would take a number of months.

Michaels Stores owns and operates 896 Michaels 
stores in 48 states and Canada, 165 Aaron Brothers 
s ores, 11 Recollections stores and four Star 
Wholesale operations.

Couple charged with murder in baby’s death
SAN MARCOS (AP) — A couple has been charged 

with capital murder in the death of their two-month- 
old daughter.

Cipriano Gonzales IV and Esther Marie Gonzales, 
both 23, were in custody in Michigan, where they 
returned after their baby died of severe head trauma, 
police said

Just days after the family moved to San Marcos 
from Michigan, their youngest daughter Cynthea 
was taken to the hospital. She died March 11 and an 
autopsy showed she had a fractured skull and multi­
ple rib fractures.

“A 2-month-old baby is about as helpless an indi­
vidual as there is,” San Marcos Police Chief Howard 
Williams said. “For someone to abuse it the way this 
child was abused, it is just inhuman.”

The couple has a 3-year-old daughter who is with 
relatives in Michigan, San Marcos police said.

Police shoot man during disturbance
MIDLAND (AP) — Police fatally shot a man who 

broke a store window after a domestic disturbance 
and fled from them with a knife in his hand.

Patrick Calanchi, 28, died shortly before 1 p.m. 
Saturday following an argument with his common- 
law wife.

The two officers who shot him, Chris Earp and Tye 
>»x, 'V ,e placed on administrative leave, a normal 

o.ep after an officerlinv/olved shooting. Midland 
police will do an internal investigation and the Texas 
Rangers will conduct a separate investigation, 
according a statement by Midland police.

Officers were responding to a domestic disturbance 
call at a motel when they encountered Calanchi hold­
ing a knife in the parking lot. He ran into an antique 
store and placed the knife at his own throat. Officers 
followed and four people inside the store went into a 
back room, remaining unharmed, according to 
police.

Inside the store, one officer fired at Calanchi with 
a non-lethal weapon that shoots beanbags and anoth­
er shot a sage gun that releases a rubber projectile. 
Calanchi then threw an object through the store win­
dow and ran through the glass. That’s when Earp 
and Box then fired at Calanchi, one officer used his 
duty weapon and another shot a rifle, a police state­
ment said.

Authorities hope piaying cards 
will help break open cold cases

ODESSA (AP) — Crime Stoppers hopes to sh< d 
light on unsolved crimes by distributing playing 
cards with information about cold cases to inma.es 
in a West Texas jail.

The cards will display images of victims of 
unsolved homicide cases, missing people thought to 
be victims of foul play and fugitives wanted for 
homicide, said Susan Rogers of Odessa Crime 
Stoppers.

“There’s something about the criminal element 
where you have inmates that talk amongst them­
selves, and hopefully,' if they do the right thing, 
they’ll tell the authorities, who may at least have 
leads to work with,” Rogers said.

The Odessa Police Department and* Ector County 
Sheriff’ s Office both said they’ll help pay for the 
cards, which will be made available to inmates in the 
Ector County Detention Center.

Sheriff Mark Donaldson said inmates will be able 
to purchase the cards with their commissary 
accounts.

“Any chance we have an opportunity to close an 
old homicide case or missing persons case, we’ll do 
everything we csm,” Donaldson said. “We just hope 
we have the right person looking at the cards so we 
can close some cases.”

Rogers said she encountered the idea at a confer­
ence last year. A  similar program has helped author­
ities in Polk County, Fla., solve two homicides.

Prefflpn. Proven
HORIMONE REPLACEMENT drugs 
Prempro and the combination of 
Premarin and Provera have been 
linked to cancer, strokes, blood clots 
and lupus. If you or someone you love 
took these drugs and has been diag­
nosed with one of these illnesses, you 
may be entitled to damages, but 
the time to act is limited by law.
Call ua for profasalonal Inalght.
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RUNOFF
Continued from Page lA

Governor, Democratic 
candidate Maria Luisa 
Alvarado came out ahead 
with 207,798 ballots in her 
favor, while Benjamin Z. 
Grant took 200,628 ballots 
and Adrian De Leon drew 
113,638 votes.

Because Alvarado only 
managed to draw 39.8 per- * 
cent of the popular vote, a 
runoff election between 
himself and Grant is 
expected. Voter turnout 
for this race wasl^stimat- 
ed at 4.1 percent.

On the Republican tick­
et, the nomination for the 
Place 8 seat on the Court 
of Criminal Appeals is

also expected to be decid­
ed in April.

Incumbent Charles 
Holcomb took 237,516 bal­
lots in the March prima­
ry, while opponent Terry 
Keel drew 162,054 ballots 
and Robert W. Francis 
received 128,138 votes. ^

Holcomb, who managed 
to take 45 percent of the 
votes in the primary, is

expected to face off 
against Keel April 11. The 
race drew only 4.14 per 
cent of registered voters 
in Texas during the 
March primary.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher 
ald.com
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DERBY
Continued from Pag lA

designs — cars resem­
bling snakes, bananas 
and even stick deodorant 
— as well as the more tra­
ditional models.

And that’s part of the 
beauty of Saturday’s 
event, said Chris Adams, 
chairman of this year’s 
races.

“ In the past, we’ve seen 
all kinds of designs ... 
whatever the boys’ imagi­
nation can come up 
with,” Adams said.

Design rules are fairly 
straight-forward: Cars

must be made of approved 
Pinewood Derby materi­
als, must heve four 
wheels and cannot weigh 
more than five ounces.

Within those limits, 
however, almost anything 
goes.

Unique, however, does­
n’t always translate into 
fast, which is why the 
majority of the entries 
were modeled after popu­
lar racing machines.

Nine-year-old Kadden 
Kothmann entered a “hot 
red” dragster in the 
event. While he didn’t 
know how well his car 
would perform in this, his 
first Pinewood Derby, 
that was almost beside

the point, he said.
“ It’s an opportunity 

where boys get to race 
and it’s fun to build your 
own race car,” he said.

Dylan Watson, 8, and 
his father, Mike, spent 
three days making their 
vintage-era Indy racing 
car.

“ It was kind of d iffi­
cult,” Dylan said. “The 
hardest part was putting 
the wheels on.”

Mike Watson said con­
struction was truly a col- 
lal)orative effort between 
him and his son — “ I did 
most of the whittling, and 
he (lid the painting” — 
:uid added that tne key 
wtis getting the weight of

the car as close to (he 
five-ounce limit as possi­
ble.

“The more they weigh, 
the faster they’ll go,” he 
said. “And you want to 
get as much weight to the 
front of the car as possi­
ble.”

Regardless of how the 
car nerform, however, 
the ent teaches Scouts 
some valuable lessons, 
Adams said.

“ I just like seeing the 
boys and making sure 
they have a wonderful 
time,” he said. “ It teaches 
them great community 
skills ... and on the corn 
petitive side, it teaches 
them sportsmanship.”

FUNDS
Continued from Page lA

men to live up to and fulfill their 
Scout oath which says ‘on my 
honor I will do my best to do my

duty to God and my country and 
to obey the Scout law; to help 
other people at all times; to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally 
awake and morally str aight.”

The Scouts participate in a num­
ber of community activities, 
including the annua) food drive.

which helps replenish food stocks 
for the Salvation Army and Isaiah 
58.

The fund drive will continue 
through April 15. Donations can be 
sent to Stripling at 613 Edwards or 
to the Boy Scout Center at 610 
Scurry.

FLYING
Continued from Page lA

ing more popular by the 
year, said Don McKinney, 
organizer of the Fun Fly.

“Last year, we had 30 
people show up. Now, we 
have about 50,” 
McKinney said. “ We’re 
really starting to run out 
of room now.”

All manner of model 
airplanes made the cir­
cuit inside the coliseum, 
but Couch laid claim to 
one of the most unique 
flying machines — an 
“ornithopter” which flew 
by flapping its wings, 
much like a bird.

"This is from a commer­
cial kit, which cost me 
$280,” Couch said as he 
held his creation. “ I ’ve 
probably put about $520

IRAQ
Continued from Page lA

a pretty tough neighbor­
hood, so they’re certainly 
capable, regardless of the 
area, of being in control,” 
Pace said in an interview 
on a military aircraft en 
route to Pakistan. “ It will 
be just a matter of time to 
see what makes sense.”

Pace’s comments
expanded on assertions 
made late last week by 
Army Lt. Gen. Peter 
Chiarelli, the second- 
ranking U.S. commander 
in Iraq, who said the goal 
is to have Iraqi security 
forces in control of 75 per­
cent of the country's ter­
ritory by the end of the 
summer.

Asked if that territory 
included the Anbar 
region and the Sunni 
Triangle, where much of 
the recent sectarian vio­
lence has been centered. 
Pace said that is a possi­
bility.

He said the training of 
the Iraqi forces is going 
well, and “ they will have 
sufficient numbers of 
troops to do that and 
then, like anything, for 
both coalition forces and 
Iraqi forces it will depend 
on how much of the anti- 
Iraqi activity is going on 
in any particular area.”

Any significant U.S. 
withdrawal from Iraq 
depends on the ability of 
the Iraqi army to take 
control. The recent sec­
tarian violence has raised 
questions about the frag­
ile country’s ability to 
form a unified govern­
ment and stand on its 
own.

Pace’s comments came
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into it to make it fly. It’ll 
go 20 minutes on the bat- 
te' ies, and it Hies inside 
or out.”

When he’s not busy at 
his job as a engineer for 
Lockheed, Couch takes 
his flying menagerie to 
perform at a variety of 
events, including baseball 
and hockey games — not 
to mention touching base 
with his fellow enthusi­
asts.

And while his 
ornithopter was the most 
unique flying machine 
flapping around the coli 
seum Saturday, it is by no 
means his proudest air 
craft.

“ I ’ve a:lready got it 
beat,” he said. Tve 
VTOL (verti' ..ii
and lar ’ uiai takes off 
e ’-.d laiios on Its tail .. 
Anything that you can 
imagine, we can tly it.”

as Iraqi and U.S. forces 
continued ai sweep in the 
desert northeast of 
Samarra, trying to locate 
weapons caches and flush 
out insurgents.

The U.S. has about 
133,000 troops in Iraq, and 
military officials have 
said they are still on 
track to reduce the U.S. 
presence there, as long as 
efforts to form a unified 

.government continue.
Pace, Defense Secretary 

Donald H. Rumsfeld and 
others insist that the 
ongoing violence between 
religious groups in Iraq 
has not yet plunged the 
country into a civil war.

But the third anniver­
sary of the U.S. invasion 
of Iraq is also marked by 
some of the lowest popu­
larity numbers for 
President Bush, and a 
growing impatience with 
the war among 
Americans who increas­
ingly say in polls that the 
administration’s war poli­
cies are failing.

The administration also 
is under pressure from 
members of Congress, 
who have complained in 
recent w'eeks that they 
have yet to see the 
Pentagon’s promised year 
of transition during 2006 
in Iraq.

Pace arrived in 
Islamabad Monday to 
meet with Pakistani lead­
ers and U.Si military offi­
cials who are preparing to 
pull out the last 260 mili­
tary troops who have 
been in Pakistan as part 
of the earthquake relief 
effort. It is Pace’s first 
trip to the country.

Parts of the country 
were devastated by a 7.6 
magnitude earthquake

last October that killed 
more than 80,000 people. 
.Ml remaining U.S. mili- 
taty are expected to be 
out o f Pakistan by the end 
of thf' month or early 
.April.

.M its peak, the U.S. had 
1,200 personnel here 
including hospital units 
mobile construction bat 
talions and other trans 
port and relief units 
Humanitarian flights 
deliveicd more than 20 
million pounds of food, 
medical equipment and 
other >upplies.
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Joyce Bruton.76, died 
Thursday. Funeral 
Services will be at 2 
p.m. Monday at Myers 
& Smith Chapel with 
burial at Trinity 
Memorial F’ark.

Heien Wise, 74, died 
Saturday. Graveside 
services will be at 10 
a.m. Tuesday at Trinity 
Memorial Park.
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people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances."
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Government
bureaucrats
must stay out

Federal Communications
■  Commission is in a tough spot when it
m  comes to enforcing the law against 

broadcast indecency. Determining 
what crosses the line from acceptable to inde­
cent and therefore can’t be broadcast before 10 
p.m. isn’t easy in an increasingly coarse cul­
ture. As network programming has become 
racier and more graphic, the FCC has been del­
uged with complaints in recent years, under­
standably so. Parental controls such as the V- 
chip can help shield children from inappropri­
ate programs, but they aren’t always effective; 
sports and awards shows, for example, aren’t 
rated in advance.

At the same lime, the theory that allows 
broadcasters to be fined for such speech con­
sistent with the First Amendment — that 
“uniquely pervasive presence” of broadcast 
media “ in the lives of all Americans” — seems 
increasingly obsolete in an age when the over­
whelming majority of American" households 
(more than 85 percent) get their television pro­
gramming via cable or satellite — receiving 
numerous channels that aren’t subject to inde­
cency rules. As a result, a single profanity 
uttered on one (broadcast) channel can result 
in a multimillion-dollar fine, while worse lan­
guage spoken at the very same time on anoth­
er (cable) channel is exempt from regulation.

Last week the FCC once again ventured into 
this politically, legally and emotionally 
charged tf rritory, ruling on complaints involv­
ing nearly 50 programs broadcast between" 
February 2002 and March 2005 and signaling a 
renewed zeal for indecency enforcement under 
its new Republican chairman, Kevin J. Martin. 
The commission upheld a $550,000 fine against 
CBS for Janet Jackson’s infamous “wardrobe 
malfunction” in which her breast was exposed 
during the 2004 Super Bowl halftime show, and 
it levied a record $3.6 million fine against the 
same network for an episode of the drama 
‘ Without a Trace” that featured what the com­
mission called a “ teen sex orgy.”

One particularly disturbing aspect of the rul­
ing involved a Martin Scorsese-produced docu­
mentary, “The Blues: Godfathers and Sons,” 
broadcast by a community colle ge public tele­
vision station in San Mateo, Calif. The docu­
mentary included scenes in which musicians 
and a producer used numerous profanities. 
The FCC, citing a previous decision that pro­
fanity in “Saving Private Ryan” would not sub­
ject broadcasters to indecency fines, noted that 
“ in rare contexts, language that is presump­
tively profane” will still be allowed “where it is 
demonstrably essential to the nature of an 
artistic or educational work or essential to 
informing viewers on a matter of public impor­
tance.”

But the commissioners didn’t find that stan­
dard was satisfied in the case of the documen­
tary, whose educational purpose, it said, 
“could have been fulfilled and all viewpoints 
expressed without the repeated broadcast of 
expletives.” Really? How do they know better 
than, say, Mr. Scorsese? As commissioner 
Jonathan S. Adelstein, a Democrat, wrote in 
dissenting, “ It is certain to strike fear into the 
hearts of news and documentary makers, and 
broadcahers that air them, which could chill 
the future expression of constitutionally pro­
tected speech.” This is a dangerous kind of 
line-drawing — one better left to filmmakers, 
or even television executives, than government 
bureaucrats.
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Feingold’s transparent feint
leg-

David

Ljmiaugh

Doesn’t it strike you as 
ironic that one of 
major architects o f i 
islative scheme that 
tramples all over the First 

Amendment had the gall to try to 
censure President Bush for the 
wireless surveillance , 
of terrorists?

At least with the 
Clinton impeachment, 
which many wanted 
to dilute to a censure 
and others to a mere 
verbal wrist-slap, 
there was no question 
that he committed 
multiple felonies. But 
now ^n . Russ 
Feingold demands 
that Bush be cen- 
sured over a matter 
on which, to quote A1 Gore, ‘ there 
is no controlling legal authority,” 
and which many believe is legal, 
proper, and, most importantly: 
imperative for our national securi­
ty? And in case you missed it, 
Feingold said that the NSA sur­
veillance program is precisely the 
type of activity the Framers had 
in mind in contemplating “high 
crimes and misdemeanors.” Right, 
Russ.

Feingold’s reckless ploy brings 
to mind .the similarly frivolous 
stunt by Vietnam veteran John 
Kerry to phone in a filibuster on 
Judge Samuel Alito from a five- 
star ski resort in the Swiss Alps.

Both men’s gratuitous schemes 
were absurd on their face and 
guaranteed to fail. They didn’t 
even garner support among a sig­
nificant number of their fellow 
Democrats in the Senate. But what 
they did have in common was 
their perverse appeal to the 
Democrats’ mouth-frothing base, 
which is a condition precedent to 
securing the Democratic presiden­
tial nomination.

Overall, we must conclude that 
Feingold’s gambit was even more 
ill-conceived than Kerry’s. While 
Kerry’s filibuster was marginally
about Alito’s alleged future

enabling of President Bush’s NSA 
surveillance program, it was far 
more about his suspected stance 
on abortion precedent. But 
Feingold’s censure was only about 
the NSA program, and no matter 
how vociferously the antiwar left 
calls for Bush’s head, the stubborn 
fact is that the public supports the 
program.

Feingold’s move, the Democrats’ 
conspicuous exodus from it, and 
Feingold’s bitter reaction to their 
fecklesi'.ness, illustrate the tangled 
web the Democrats have weaved 
for themselves concerning the pre­
miere issue of the day (and tomor­
row): the War on Terror.

Feingold didn’t mince words in 
accusing his party of ’’cowering,” 
when they not only wouldn’t sup­
port his measure, but frantically 
avoided press questions about 
their refusal.

On that point, Feingold is cor­
rect. Democrat leaders often fold 
when challenged to demonstrate 
the courage of their so-called con­
victions, especially where national 
security is concerned. They are all 
over the map, or at least back and 
forth from east to west, because 
their positions aren’t based on 
deep-held convictions, but political 
calculations, which are a moving 
target.

We saw the exact same thing 
when Democrat after Democrat 
praised Congressman John 
Murtha for “boldly” calling for a 
precipitous withdrawal of our 
troops from.Iraq. Yet when the 
rubber hit the road, they ran like 
a stampede of elephants to avoid 
putting themselves on record as 
supporting withdrawal.

When it comes to national secu­
rity, the Democrats want it both 
ways. They insist they support the 
troops while denigrating most 
everything they do, from alleged 
torture and abuse, to not finding 
Osama, not training Iraqi soldiers 
quickly enough, terrorizing Iraqi 
citizens and killing innocents. 
They say they want to intercept 
phone calls from A1 Qaeda, yet do

everything they can to make it 
more difficult. They politically 
exploit the issue, fraudulently mis- 
characterlze the program as 
“domestic” spying, imply Innocent 
grandmas are likely victims, and 
demand we hamstring authorities 
by requiring warrants when it 
wouldn’t be practical.

They wag their fingers about 
racial profiling at airports — pre­
ferring the wanding of those same 
grandmas they’re trying to protect 
from the evil NSA — then go ape 
over the ports transfer to the Arab 
Dubai Ports World. And on the lat­
est Bush-is-evil craze, concerning 
the president’s speech on preert^p- 
tion, let’s not forget that John 
Kerry himself grudgingly conced­
ed to ABC’s George I 
Stephanopoulos that he was not 
necessarily opposed to pre-emp­
tion, just that the president had 
invoked it “unwisely.” This was, 
of course, after Kerry had opposed 
it, and before, no doubt, he 
decides to oppose it again in time 
to piie on President Bush for his 
iatest iteration of the doctrine in 
partiai reference to the Iran 
nuclear threat.

My head spins as I think about 
this stuff. Can you imagine the 
spectacle of the Democratic presi­
dential primaries, with each of the 
vying candidates trying to out- 
crazy the other to appeal to the 
deranged base while straining to 
retain a sufficient appearance of 
sanity to remain viable for the 
general election? Let them bask in 
news of President Bush’s low 
approval ratings now, but enter­
taining times from the other side 
are just over the horizon.

To find out more about David 
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. And 
to read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.
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We’re now fighting ‘The Long War’
President Bush has once more 

undertaken to explain to us 
“Why We Fight,” which is 

also the title of an excellent new 
documentary on Iraq. According 
to the president, “Our goal in Iraq 
is victory." I personally did not 
find that a helpful clarification.

According to the president, we 
are doomed to stay in Iraq until 
we “leave behind a democracy 
that can govern itself, sustain 
itself and defend itself.” That’s not 
exactly getting closer every day. 
But, the Prez sez, “A free Iraq in 
the heart of the Middle East will 
make the American people more 
secure for generations to come.”

So far, no good. After three 
years, tens of thousands of lives 
and $200 billion, we have achieved 
chaos. As Rep. John Murtha put 
it, “The only people who want us 
in Iraq are Iran and al-Qaida.” 
Since the revisionist myth that we 
went to wau" to promote democracy 
keeps seeping into rational discus­
sion, it is worth reminding our­
selves that there never were any 
weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq.

We are inarguably facing more 
terrorists now than there were 
when we started, so the Pentagon 
has decided to fight what it is now 
calling “the Long War.” Has any­
one asked you about this? Me, nei­
ther. Nor has anyone asked 
Congress. The administration — 
mostly Donald Rumsfeld — just 
decided we would have a long war 
and declared it, and is now com­
mitting us to fight against a fuzzy 
ideology no one seems to be able 
to define.

M o l l y

I v i n s

Our problem now is that we’re 
not fighting the people who

attacked us — they’re 
still running around 
on the Afghan- 
Pakistan border 
while we battle Iraqis 
who don’t like us 
occupying their coun­
try.

As of Sept. 11. 2001, 
there were a few hun­
dred people identified 
with al-Qaida’s ideol 
ogy. Even then, it 
was unclear the 
American military 

was the right tool for the job.
Now, Rumsfeld is apparently pre­
pared to put the full might of the 
U.S. military into this fight indefi­
nitely, backed by the full panoply 
of ever more expensive weapons 
and the whole hoorah. I don’t 
think the people who got us into 
Iraq should be allowed to do this 
because, based on the evidence of 
Iraq, I don’t think they have the 
sense God gave a duck.

On top of everything else, 
Rumsfeld is now circulating a 
grand strategy for the Long War 
written by Newt Gingrich. Am I 
the only person covering politics 
who ever noticed that Newt 
Gingrich is actually a nincom­
poop? When Newt bestrode the 
political world like a colossus 
(Time magazine’s Man of the Year 
in 1995), many people took him 
seriously — but he was a fool 
then, too. The Republicans were so 
thrilled to have sotneone on their 
side who had ideas, they never 
seemed to notice Newt’s were driv­

el.
From orphanages to space 

colonies, it was all shallow but 
endearingly enthusiastic futurism. 
Gingrich was the kind of person 
who read a book or two on some­
thing and would then be quite 
afire as to how this was going to 
fit into some shining future. 
Republicans su-e so amnesiac, they 
didn’t even snicker when Newt 
turned up recently posing as a 
respected party elder to give them 
advice on ethics. Ethics. Next, 
family values.

I have no idea whom this admin­
istration plans to talk into its 
Long War, but I ’m sure they won’t 
roll out the new campaign in 
August. In order to sell this, 
they’ll have to scare us, assuming 
some obliging terrorists don’t do it 
for them.

I came across this quote in a 
recent obituary for George 
Gerbner, who headed the 
Annenberg School for 
Communication for 25 years. 
“Fearful people are more depen­
dent. more easily manipulated and 
controlled, more susceptible to 
deceptively simple, strong, tough . 
measures and hard-line postures.
... They may accept and even wel­
come repression if it promises to 
relieve their insecurities.”

To find out more about Molly 
Ivins and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate webpage at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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Texas AG announces settlement in insurance case
DALLAS (AP) — Texas and 

eight other states have reached 
a nearly $172 million settlement 
with Zurich American 
Insurance Co. relating to bid­
rigging and price-fixing in the 
commercial insurance market. 
Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott announced Sunday.

With the settlement, policy­
holders in all 50 states will get 
$151.7 million in refunds, said 
Assistant Texas Attorney 
General Mark Tobey. About $11 
million will go to Texas com­
mercial policyholders.

Zurich will pay an additional 
$20 million to the nine states, 
including investigative costs, 
attorney fees and payments ih

lieu of civil penalties, said 
Tobey, who heads Abbott’s 
antitrust division and helped 
negotiate the deal.

“Businesses shopping for 
commercial insurance were 
deceived into believing they 
were getting the best deals 
available,” Abbott said in the 
news release. "The whole anti­
competitive scheme was an 
intentional smoke screen by 
several insurance players to 
artificially inflate premiums 
and pay improper commissions 
to those who brokered the 
deals.”

The states discovered that 
Zurich failed to disclose it paid 
“contingent commissions” to

insurance brokers and con­
spired with brokers in a 
scheme to overcharge commer­
cial policyholders.

“Zurich participated in a 
scheme devised by broker 
Marsh & McLennan to give 
commercial policyholders the 
illusion of a legitimate competi­
tive bidding process on poli­
cies,” the release said. “ In fact, 
Marsh had secretly pre-desig- 
nated certain insurers to win 
bids, but the results for the pol­
icyholders were actually inflat­
ed rates, not best bids.”

Marsh & McLennan, the 
nation’s largest insurance bro­
ker, agreed in January 2005 to 
pay $850 million in restitution

to end New York Attorney 
General Eliot Spitzer’s investi- 
^ tion  into bid-rigging, price- 
fixing and the use of hidden 
incentive fees. Marsh publicly 
apologized for “shameful” and 
“unlawful’  ̂conduct.

The multistate coalition in 
the Zurich settlement also 
includes California, Florida, 
Hawaii, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Oregon,
Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia.

The final terms of the settle­
ment are subject to court 
approval and will be enforced 
through a judgment in state 
court, Abbott’s office said.

“ I can confirm that Zurich is

finalizing agreements with cer­
tain state legal and regulatory 
authorities to resolve inquiries 
related to insurance business 
practices,” said Zurich in North 
America spokesman Keith 
Owens on Sunday.

He said he had no further 
details.

The Texas attorney general’s 
office said that victims of the 
scheme rahged from large to 
small businesses to non-profits 
to government offices.

The Texas Attorney General’s 
Office worked on the civil set­
tlement with Zurich for about 
four months, officials said.

A spokesman for Marsh & 
McLennan declined comment.

Veterans dominate Tejano Music Awards
EAGLE PASS (AP) — Veterans of 

the airwaves took home most of 
the honors from the 2006 Tejano 
Music Awards. , t 

During Saturday's ceremony, 
Shelly Lares won In two categories
— female vocalist and entertainer
— for the third consecutive time. 
Jay Perez was named male enter­
tainer and vocalist, also making it 
a third consecutive win.

Jimmy Gonzalez captured the 
best song award with “Corazon De 
Fiero,” and best album Tejano with 
"Mejor Que Nunca.”

La Tropa F won best conjunto 
progressive with “Milagro.” 

Michael Salgado was awarded the 
best copjunto traditional for “El 
Zurdo De Oro.”

San Antonio group. La Fuerza, 
was chosen as the most promising

band.
Another San Antonio group, the 

Royal Jesters, was awarded the 
TMA Lifetime Achievement 
award.

During the 1960s and 1970s, The 
Jesters had English-language pop 
and Tejano hits such as “That 
Girl,” “Lady Sunshine," “We Go 
Together” and “Soy Chicano.”

News briefs

Dell to  doub le  sta ff in India to  20,000
NEW DELHI (A P ) -  

Computer maker Dell Inc. 
plans to double the num­
ber of employees in India 
to 20,000 in three years. 
Chairman Michael Dell 
said today.

The Round Rock, Texas- 
based company currently 
operates four call centers 
in Ir dia, a product testing 
center for corporate cus­
tomers and a global soft­
ware development center. 
Some 10,000 people work 
at these facilities.

“ We w ill double our 
staff from the current 
level over the next three 
years,” Dell saidduring a 
visit to Bangalore, India’s 
technology hub.

“There is a fantastic 
opportunity to attract tal­
ent (here),” he said. “We

will ensure a major 
recruitment push in engi­
neering talents.”

Earlier this year, the 
company said it was look­
ing to set up a manufac­
turing center in India, a 
move that could help 
boost the sale of Dell com­
puters in this Asian 
nation.

“We have been in dis­
cussions with a number 
of state governments in 
terms of infrastructure 
and logistics. We are yet 
to make a decision on the 
location of the plant,” 
Dell said. He declined to 
give any timeframe for a 
decision.

Scores of vyestern com­
panies have been cutting 
costs by shifting software 
development, engineering

design and routine office 
functions to countries 
such as India, where 
English-speaking workers 
are plentiful and wages 
are low.

Earlier this year, on a 
trip to New Delhi, Dell’s 
chief executive, Kevin 
Rollins, said his compa­
ny’s expansion plans in 
India were not limited to 
tapping talent, but that it 
also wanted to benefit 
from India’s growing 
demand for computers.

Dell accounts for less 
than 4 percent of the 4 
million computers sold 
annually-in India, where­
as the company’s share in 
the global market is about 
18 percent, he said.

Taxes levied by the 
Indian government on

computers and computer 
parts are a major factor, 
resulting in higher prices 
for Dell products and 
sluggish sales. The Indian 
government imposes 
higher import taxes on 
fully assembled comput­
ers than computer parts, 
and Dell currently ships 
complete computer sets to 
India.

A domestic manufactur­
ing facility would help 
the company avoid some 
taxes and boost its pres­
ence in India, where com­
puter sales are expected 
to increase to 10 million 
annually over the next 
three to five years.

Dell currently operates 
nine plants around the 
world, six of them outside 
the United States.

Disgraced scientist fired from university
SEOUL, South Korea 

(AP) — Disgraced cloning 
scientist Hwang Woo-suk 
was fired Monday from 
South Korea’s most pres­
tigious university — a 
professional death blow to 
the academic who 
stunned the medical 
world with groundbreak­
ing research that later 
was found to have been 
faked.

Seoul National
University decided to fire 
the 53-year-old scientist 
following a disciplinary 
meeting, saying he and 
his co-workers caused the 
school to lose honor. Six 
other professors who 
worked with Hwang were 
either suspended or had 
their salaries cut, the 
school said.

Last month, the school

suspended Hwang from 
teaching and conducting 
research as an interim 
disciplinary measure, but 
he had remained a profes­
sor.

“The professors funda­
mentally abandoned hon­
esty and sincerity ... and 
caused the fall in the 
school’s honor and the 
country’s international 
confidence,” the universi 
ty said Monday in a state­
ment.

Byun Chang-ku, dean of 
the school’s academic 
affairs, said the commit­
tee decided to fire Hwang 
because he “ took overall 
responsibility as the lead 
author and played a lead­
ing role in writing the 
papers with fake facts and 
data.”

Hwang rarely appears

in public and he could not 
be reached for comment.

Hwang’s reputation as a 
pioneer in stem cell 
research was shattered 
when the university con­
cluded in January that 
his claims of research 
breakthroughs were fake.

The scientist had 
claimed in two papers 
published in the journal 
Science in 2004 and 2005 
that he created the 
world’s first cloned 
human embryos and 
extracted stem cells from 
them, raising hopes of 
finding new cures for dis­
eases such as Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s.

Hwang publicly apolo­
gized for inflating data for 
the paper, but accused 
other researchers of 
deceiving him with falsi

fied research results.
Hwang maintains he 

has the technology to do 
what he claimed. South 
Korea’s Health Ministry 
withdrew his research 
license last week, pre­
venting him from cloning 
human embryos or 
receiving eggs for such 
work.

Hwang may also face 
criminal charges as pros­
ecutors have been investi­
gating the scandal. The 
Board of Audit and 
Inspection said last 
month it was unclear how 
he spent $2.6 million he 
received in government 
funds and private dona­
tions.

Through last year, 
Hwang received .$31.8 mil­
lion in government funds 
for his research.

FEMA wants hurricane money returned
BEAUMONT (AP) —  Thousands of people who 

received money from the federal government after 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma might be asked to 
give it back.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency started 
sending letters last week asking people to return 
money they received in error.

Some 1.7 million households received FEMA assis­
tance after Hurricanes Rita, Katrina or Wilma. About 
2 to 3 percent or 34,000 to 51,000 families will reim­
burse the agency, Donna Dannels, acting deputy direc­
tor of FEMA’s recovery division.

“The truth is after Rita, FEMA was stretched awful­
ly thin. Information they were giving out to people 
was extremely inconsistent,” said U.S. Rep. Kevin 
Brady, R-The Woodlands. “ Someone could have easily 
received it in error.”

Similar to an audit, the agency goes through a 
process after disasters to determine if payments were 
properly made, Dannels said.

“ It goes back to if we have made the appropriate 
award to the appropriate person for the damages that 
they incurred,” she said.

Those who receive a letter requesting repayment can 
appeal if  they believe they were entitled to the funds.

But FEMA officials encourage them to make pay­
ments while the matter is resolved or to at least set up 
a payment plan. If the amount isn’t paid in full with­
in 30 days, a 2 percent interest will be added.

Storms saturate North Texas, 
one death reported

DALLAS (AP ) — At least one person died in North 
Texas flooding and a tornado touched down in Uvalde 
County in South Texas as severe storms moved 
through parts of the state.

More than, 5 inches of rain fell Sunday in parts of 
North Texas, causing high-rising floodwaters that led 
to evacuations and stranded motorists.

Dallas police Sr. Cpl. Max Geron said the body of a 
woman was recovered about 6:30 p.m. Sunday in 
Turtle Creek in Dallas. Her identity was not released 
but Geron said officials believed she died after her car 
was swept off the road and into the water.

“There are houses that have water coming in them, 
and there are cars that are submerged” across the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area. National Weather Service 
meteorologist Ted Ryan said Sunday. He said at least 
two high water rescues were reported in Arlington.

Conditions Monday were expected to be drier and 
warmer, with a 30 percent chance of rain and highs 
near 71.

Uvalde County law enforcement officials reported 
that a tornado touched down at about 10 p.m. Sunday, 
taking down power lines and overturning trailers, 
said Dennis Cook, a forecaster with the National 
Weather Service’s Austin-San Antonio office.

Officials in Uvalde County, about 80 miles southwest 
of San Antonio, did not report any deaths or injuries 
related to the tornado. Cook said. Weather officials 
had not determined the tornado’s severity.

Uvalde County officiads could not immediately be 
reached for comment early Monday.

In North Texas, the Dallas-Fort Worth area received 
6 inches of rain since Friday, and more than 5 inches 
fell Sunday near downtown Dallas, Ryan said. He said 
the storms were expected to continue through early 
Monday.

“Any more rain that falls ... is going to cause some 
tremendous flooding problems,” Ryan said.

O d d s  &  E n d s
SYDNEY, Australia (AP ) — Australian 

strippers have won the right to take 
time off after taking their clothes off.

The country’s Industrial Relations 
Commission on Friday approved new 
workplace rules for members of the 
strippers’ union, the Striptease Artists 
Australia.

“We’ve got rights to have public holi­
day pay now, which we’ve never had in 
our career before,” a union spokes­
woman called Mystical Melody said. 
“We’ve got rosters and set hours. We 
can’t work more than 10 hours a shift.”

The award also entitles unionized 
strippers to overtime, rest periods, meal 
breaks and maternity leave, she added.

Industrial relations commissioner Bill 
Mansfield said the award set out mini­
mum working conditions but did not set 
out pay rates.

In the past, other strippers have criti­
cized the union, saying its demands for 
better pay and conditions could lead to 
job losses.

ENID, Okla. (A P ) — Two men were 
jailed on arson complaints after one of 
them hit the wrong button on a cell

phone, giving 911 dispatchers an 
account of a plot to set a vehicle on fire.

Dispatchers and a shift supervisor lis­
tened for nearly four hours as the two 
men drove across town. Authorities 
aren’t able to trace cell phone calls and 
instead had to listen for clues to the 
men’s location.

“ It’s all on tape; we’ve got the whole 
thing,” Enid police Capt. Jim Nivison 
said. “They made some pretty dumb 
statements. One of the males said. ‘It’s 
gonna burn, will they be able to get fin­
gerprints?’ and T ve  got the lighter. 
Dude. Let’s go.’ “

Authorities said the suspects set the 
car on fire, and its owner put out the 
blaze after hearing a commotion. Police 
said they were able to locate the car 
based on the conversations overheard 
from the cell phone call.

Johnny Ray Miller, 48, was arrested 
on complaints of third-degree arson and 
transporting an incendiary device. 
Robert A. Patterson, 24, was arrested on 
complaints of third-degree arson and 
manufacturing an incendiary device. 
Both also were jailed on conspiracy 
complaints.
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Shop and compare hospital care
By BOB MOOS
The Dallas Morning News 

DALLAS — Patients are beginning to 
give hospitals a checkup.

Most of the nation’s hospitals have 
started measuring the quality of their 
care and reporting the information to 
government agencies and private groups 
that collect it, verify it and post it on the 
Internet.

With a few clicks of the mouse, con­
sumers can find out how local hospitals 
stack up against one another and the 
averages on about 20 standards of care.

One of the most popular Web sites is 
Medicare’s, which shows how well 4,200 
hospitals follow generally accepted 
guidelines for treating heart attacks, 
heart failure and pneumonia and 
preventing surgical infec­
tions.

“People used 
to judge 
hospi- 
t a 1 s 
only by 
w h a t  
their fam­
ilies and 
friends told 
them. They 
now have 
more to go 
on,” said 
M a r i a n n e  
Fazen, director 
of the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Business 
Group on Health.

The public disclo­
sures have some­
times come after 
prompting.

Hospitals voluntarily 
turn over data to 
Medicare’s Hospital 
Compare Web site, but the 
federad agency rewards 
them with a four-tenths of 1 
percent increase in their 
Medicare revenue. That may 
not seem like much, but it can 
add up to hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars a year for some 
hospital systems.

Insurance companies and 
employers are also demanding per­
formance data.

As costs cltmb, businesses want to 
know what they’re getting for their 
money, Fazen said.

The trend toward health savings 
accounts and consumer-driven health 
care will only increase the pressure on 
hospitals to report, said Adonica 
Benesh, director of hospital quality 
improvement at the TMF Health Quality 
Institute in Austin. Texas.

“ Individual consumers wUl be decid­
ing where to go for surgery, and they’ll 
be looking at hospital infection rates," 
she said.

Exi>erts say the new openness springs 
from the hospital industiy’s broader 
effort to reassure the public after the 
Institute of Medicine reported that med­
ical errors may cause up to 98,000 deaths 
a year.

The 1999 study landed like a bombshell 
in the lapse of health care authorities.

“When the institute made that esti­
mate, many hospital officials didn’t 
believe things could be so bad,” said Dr. 
Michael Deegan, executive vice presi­
dent and chief clinical and quality offi­
cer for Texas Health Resources. “Then 
they got past their denial and started 
dealing with the problem.”

Hospital quality executives say it’s too 
soon to see many results from measur­
ing and publicizing the quality of their 
care, but they’re optimistic the effort 
will pay off.

Deegan cites a 25 percent reduction in 
deaths from heart failure throughout his 
hospital system over three years. “I ’m 
confident we’ll see other significant 
progress in the next few years,” he said.

The most avid readers of the new hos­
pital report cards may be the hospitals 
themselves, since they’re now able to 
compare themselves with their peers 
and discover where to improve.

Hospital officials say that making sim­
ple changes in key hospital practices 
and procedures can sometimes produce 
significant improvements in patients’ 
health and safety.

More than 3,000 hospitals have joined 
the Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement’s campaign to prevent 
100,000 deaths by adopting six changes 
in patient care.

One is to deploy a “rapid response 
team” consisting <k a critical nurse 
and a respiratory therapist at the first 
sign of a hospital patient’s decline, such 
as a drop in blood pressure.
As soon as the duty niu*se notices a 

patient slipping, the team steps in, 
assenas the problem and stabilizes the 
patient befbre things get too far out of

team member at Methodist Dallas 
Medical Center.

Since the hospital created the teams 
last summer, it’s had 44 percent fewer 
“code blues,” where patients have to be 
revived because of cardiac or respirato­
ry arrest, said Virginia Davis, 
Methodist Health System’s vice presi­
dent of quality services.

At Dallas-based Tenet Healthcare 
Corp., quality improvement has become 
part of the turnaround strategy for the 
problem-plagued company, 
which has been racked by 
patient lawsuits and 
government 
investi-

'^edicare officials say the medical con­
ditions they track on their Web site rep­
resent fewer than 20 percent of hospital 
admissions and will be expanded soon.

The Dallas-Fort Worth Hospital 
Council also plans to start collecting 
data on hospitals’ outpatient services 
this year. “Outpatient care now 
accounts for most of a hospital’s activi­
ty,” said council president John Gavras. 

Physician ratings will also become 
more common. “As valuable as hospi­
tal ratings are, doctors often are the 
ones who determine where someone 
receives care,” said Dr. Paul 
Solomon, market medical director 
for United Healthcare in North 
Texas and Oklahoma.

United Healthcare reviews 
claims data and provides its 
customers with information 
on its Web site about the 
quality and efficiency of 
3,500 area physicians.

“The last frontier for 
reformers will be to open 
the black box of price and 
compare hospitals’ 
rates,” said Fazen of the 
Dallas-Fort Worth 
Business Group on 
Health. “That’s when 
people will have all 
the information 
they need to shop 
for health care.” 

Experts expect 
hospital quality 
measures to 
lead to many 
pay-for-per- 
f o r m a n c e  
s y s t e m s  
w h e r e

Experts say consumers should
visit several Web sites and then< 
talk to their physicians about their 
concerns or questions.
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**We’T » told nunas to call oa avan on a 
gut inadnct that •omathlng's wrong,” 
said Amanda Wjratt, a rapid response

gations. 
Spending on 

quality initiatives 
has more than quadrupled 

from $11.5 million in 2002 to $50 
million this year, said Dr. Jennifer 

Daley, senior vice president of clinical 
quality and chief medical officer.

The company’s quality improvement 
Staff has almost doubled during the 
same period, bhe said, from 59 to 113.

“Quality improvement is the best 
investment a hospital can make in the 
future,” Daley said. “Boomers will be 
more skeptical than their parents were 
about health care, and they’ll always be 
looking for the best.”

She and her staff have helped start 
infection control programs and have 
devised a safer system for dispensing 
drugs. That effort even included coach­
ing physicians who have illegible hand­
writing.

As important as quality officers have 
become to their hospitals, they’re the 
first to point out that quality improve­
ment has to be every employee’s con­
cern if it’s to take hold and grow.

Texas Health Resources launched a 
Web-based tool last year that allows 
employees to report anything they see 
that may compromise a patient’s care, 
such as giving the wrong medication.

“Our managers look at the data, deter­
mine the severity of the problem and 
decide what our response should be,” 
Deegan said.

Baylor Health Care System has sent 
359 health care professionals to quality 
improvement classes and based 300 top 
managers’ salaries partly on clinical 
quality and patient satisfaction.

“We’re trying to build quality into our 
culture,” said Dr. David Ballard, senior 
vice president and chief quality officer.

The national organization that accred­
its hospitals has also redesigned itself to 
encourage hospital employees to think 
about quality care every day.

Before January, the Joint Commission 
on Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations evaluated hospitals on 
prearranged visits. Hospital executives 
had weeks to make their buildings and 
staffs look spick-and-span.

'The group’s inspectors now appear on 
hospital doorsteps unannounced. “We’re 
forcing hospital staffs to be ready 
24/7/365,” said commission president Dr. 
Dennis O’Leary.

The surprise visits may unnerve some 
hospital officials, but they’re a useful 
reform, said Starr West, director of 
health care quality at the Texas Hospital 
Association. “It’s how we should be 
doing oiu- business,” she said.

Quality improvement is stiU in its 
infancy. Hospital executives say the cur­
rent performance measures provide 
only a snapshot of inpatient care and 
should include other illnesses.

in cen ­
tives to 

reward institu­
tions that improve 

patient care.
Medicare is already in a three- 

year demonstration project with 260 hos­
pitals that rewards high performers 
with bonuses totaling $21 million. Poor 
performers may face financial penalties.

“We’re trying to determine whether 
offering economic incentives improves 
hospitals’ care, and so far the answer 
has been yes,” said Dr. Sheila Roman, a 
senior medical officer for Medicare.

Care Information Council, a statQ v 
agency. No charge. ;

• www.heaithgrades.com ■
Sponsored by HealthGrades Inc., a 
health care quality ratings compa­
ny. Hospital ratings are free, but 
comprehensive hospital reports 
cost $9.95.

• www.hospitalcompare.hhs.gov 
Sponsored by Medicare and the 
Hospital Quality Alliance, a coali­
tion of health care organizations. 
No charge.

• www.jcaho.org Sponsored by 
the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare 
Organizations, a not-for-profit orga­
nization that accredits health care 
enterprises. Click on “Quality 
Check.” No charge.

• www.leapfroggroup.org 
Sponsored by the Leapfrog Group, 
a coalition of companies and orga­
nizations that buy health care. 
Ratings cover 31 metropolitan 
areas, including Dallas-Fort Worth. 
No charge.

Some employers, such as Boeing Co., 
are experimenting with steering work­
ers to hospitals that score well on quali­
ty measures. The Chicago-based aero­
nautics company provides better insur­
ance benefits to employees who select 
top-performing hospitals.

“Quality improvement has always 
been the right thing for hospitals to do,” 
said Claire Turner, a spokeswoman for 
a coalition of health care purchasers 
called the Leapfrog Group. “But it’s also 
becoming a financial imperative.”
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It’s official: Dallas pulls trigger, signs Owens
By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer 

IRVING — Jerry Jones 
was finishing yet another 
explanation of why he 
believes Terrell Owens 
will be on his best behav­
ior with the Dallas

Cowboys when his new 
star receiver chimed in.

“Jerry, I know what’s 
expected of me,” Owens 
said. “ I won’t let you 
down.”

The Cowboys sure hope 
so, especially since they 
didn’t get it in writing.

Dickson, Lopez lead 
Hawks past Western

The receiver who has 
proven he can wreak 
havoc on or off the field 
signed a three-year, $25 
million contract’ with 
Dallas Saturday.

The deal includes a $5 
million bonus and $5 mil­
lion salary this season.

but no added penalties 
should Owens pull amy of 
the stunts that caused so 
many problems for his 
two previous teams, the 
San Francisco 49ers and 
the Philadelphia Eagles.

His relationship with 
the Eagles soured only

• Weather forces first 
doubleheader to be 
rescheduled this week
By TROY HYDE__________
Sports Editor

Despite rainy condi­
tions all weekend in Big 
Spring, the Howard 
College softball team 
managed to play two of 
the scheduled four 
Western Junior College 
Athletic Conference 
games against Western 
Texas College.

The Hawks were rained 
out Friday and then 
Sunday’s makeup was 
also rescheduled, but 
both games Saturday at 
Foundation Field took 
place as scheduled and 
the Hawks continued 
their strong play with two 
more wins.

Howard, which
improved to 22-6 overall 
and 12-2 in conference 
play, took down Western 
Texas, 12-6, in Game 1 
and then got the shutout 
in Game 2, winning 8-0 in 
five innings.

The Hawks got two 
strong pitching perfor­
mances and a hot bat 
from freshman Laura 
Lopez and sophomore 
Nicole Dickson in the 
doubleheader.

“Laura had herself a 
day in both games,” said 
Howard head coach Kelly 
Raines. “She saw the ball 
well and hit it well. 
Hopefully she can keep 
that up Wednesday.”

Lopez went three-for- 
four in Game 1 as she hit 
her fourth and fifth home 
runs of the season. She 
also added a double to the 
fence, three RBls and 
three runs.

Howard scored three 
runs in the first, third 
and sixth innings in the 
game and added two in 
the fifth and one in the 
fourth. Western had three 
one-run innings and 
scored three runs in the 
fourth inning off two 
Howard errors.

Abner, Fierro 
lead BS girls 
in Monahans
• Rodriguez takes 
fourth In 100; Tobar, 
Aguilar run to sixth
By TROY HYDE__________
Sports Editor

MONAHANS -  Big 
Spring’s Katy Abner dom­
inated the competition at 

the 48th 
A n n u a l  
Sandh ills  
Relays in 
Monahans 
Saturday. 
The junior 
took home 
two first 
place fin­

ishes and 
grabbed second place in 
the pole vault.

Abner won both the 200- 
and 400-meter dashes. She 
was more than two sec­
onds faster in the 400 as 
she crossed in 1:02.43 and 
won a tight race in the 200 
as she hit the line in 
:26.93. Abner’s silver 
medal climb in the pole

Abner

“The errors in the 
fourth inning hurt, but at 
least we can still hit a lit­
tle bit,” said Raines.

Sophomore Paige Ruiz 
won her 10th game on the 
mound despite pitching 
with a sore knee and a 
sore back. She gave up 
five hits and three earned 
runs while striking out 
four and walking six.

“She is playing hurt 
right now but at this time 
it is not serious enough to 
sit her out,” said Raines. 
“We rested her in Game 2 
though.”

Dickson doubled, had 
two RBIs, two walks and 
two runs in Game 1 and 
freshman Jessica Garcia 
added a single, two walks 
and two runs. The Hawks 
were walked 12 times in 
the game.

Dickson got the win on 
the mound in Game 2 
despite being hit in the 
knee by a ball at first base 
in the opener. She 
improved to 9-1 after giv­
ing up six hits and allow­
ing no runs. She got out 
of several jams as 
Western Texas had five of 
its six hits in the first two 
innings. Western Texas 
stranded seven runners 
on base — two each in the 
first, second and fourth 
innings — and were 
retired in order by 
Dickson only once.

“Nicole pitched really 
well,” said Raines. “She 
did a good job of getting 
out of the jams'and exe­
cuted her pitches well. 
She got hit in the knee, 
but she is tough and the 
injury isn’t serious.”

On the flip side, the 
Hawks came through 
with runners on base. 
They stranded one run­
ner on base in the first 
inning, but freshman 
Alisha Rams walked in a 
run with the bases loaded 
and Lopez delivered a 
three-run double one bat­
ter later as Howard

See SWEEP, Page 2B
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c The r Hawks , swept
Trinidad State Friday at 
Jack Barber Field and 
then followed that up 
with another two-game 
sweep against McCook 
Saturday. Both
Trinidad State and 
McCook use wood bats 
during their conference 

, seasons, but. Howard 
looked like the team 
who was used to play­
ing with wood.

“We did play well, but 
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HERALD photo/Troy Hy4o
Big Spring senior M onica Fierro tosses around the discus during com petition a t th e  W eet 
Texas Relays. Fierro placed third In both th e shot put and the discus th is past weekend a t 
th e 4 8 th  Annual Sandhills Relays In Monahans.

vault was marked at 10-0. 
Courtney Douglas of Lake 
View won the pole vault 
with a 10-6.

Senior Monica Fierro 
finished third in both of 
her field events. Her best 
throw in the shot put was

33-9 and she covered 110- 
1.5 in the discus. Alison 
Miller of Monahans won 
both events.

Britni Rodrigiirz pl.Tcod 
four’b in th>' I'O me: i 
dasl' A n!i .i tain' ot 
Other finishers Saturday-

included Mistie Aguilar’s 
sixth-place finish in the 
3,200-meter run and 
Esther Tobar’s sixth-place 
finish in the 1,600-meter 
run.

The Lady Steers run in 
Andrews ^turday.

months after he led them 
to the Super Bowl.

“ It’s more than his 
word, it’s about logic,” 
Jones said. “This is an 
opportunity for him to 
put it all together and ’ 
come in here and have a 
positive experience.”

Bulldogs 
get early 
lead, hold 
on to win
By TROY HYDE__________
Sports Editor

COAHOMA -  The 
Bulldogs’ bats struck 
early and then the 
Coahoma baseball team 
hung on in the final 
innings and captured a 
win against Class 3A 
Sweetwater, 13-11, Friday 
in Coahoma.

“We hit the ball 
extremely well and Kacee 
(Coberly) had a much 
better outing (on the 
mound),” said Coahoma 
head coach Brad 
Harman.

Coahoma (9-6) scored 
all 13 of its runs in the 
first and third innings. 
They got six in the first 
and then crossed the 
plate seven times in the 
third.

Sweetwater trailed 13-3 
after three innings, but 
nearly rallied before 
Coahoma shut them 
down. Sweetwater added 
two runs in the fourth 
inning, three in the fifth, 
one in the sixth and then 
two runs crossed in the 
seventh.

“We had too many 
errors again and that 
allowed them to get back 
in the game,” said 
Harman. “We had the 
chance to end it early, 
but didn’t.”

Coberly, a senior, start­
ed on the mound and got 
the win as he threw the 
first four innings. He 
allowed five runs — three 
earned — on seven hits 
and struck out six while 
walking one.

Freshman Donnie 
Garcia relieved Coberly 
for 1.1 innings and gave 
up just one earned run on 
three hits. Freshman P.J. 
Daylong finished the 
final 1.2 innings and gave 
no earned runs on one

See COAHOMA. Page 2B

Rodriguez 
leads boys 
In mile at 
Monahans
• Porter takes two top 
fives, Tannehlll wins 
third In 300 hurdles

By TROY HYDE__________
Sports Editor

MONAHANS -  Big 
Spring junior Michael 
Rodriguez 
took home 
a n o t h e r  
long dis­
tance gold 
m e d a l  
Saturday 
at the 48th 
A n n u a l  
Sandhills 
Relays in 
Monahans 
and junior 
Porter grabbed two top 
five finishes in the long 
jump and triple jump.

Rodriguez
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See STEERS, Page 2B
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HOtALO photo/Troy Hyd*
Big Spring Junior Chri» M artin ez runs In th e  8 0 0  
m eter* a t th e W est Texas Relays earlier th is  m onth.
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Rodriguez and the 
Steers dominated the 
1,600-meter run again 
Saturday. Rodriguez 
won the race in 4:35.59, 
while Chris Salazar and 
Zack Dawson placed 
third and fourth, 
resp ec -

Sa lazar 
crossed 
the line 
in 4:38.87 
a n d  
Dawson
ran 
4:42.02.

Porter 
f a r e d  
well in 
the long 
j u m p ,  
finishing 
s e c o n d  
with a 
leap of 
19-3. He 
t r a i l e d  
C h r i s

Salazar

T annehill 
Bates of Monahans by 
3.25 inches. Porter also 
finished fomth in the 
triple jump with a 
mark of 39-9. Monahans 
took the top three spots 
led by Russell 
Covington’s 49-9. 
Covington was nine 
feet ahead of teammate 
Devan Fann.

Juniors Ryan
Tannehill and Scott 
Fankhauser each ran in 
the 300-meter hurdles. 
Tannehill took third 
with a time of :41.15

crossed the line in fifth 
with a :42.81. Brandon 
Ontiveros placed fourth 
in the 200-meter dash 
and fifth in the long 
jump. ■_

Big Spring had sever­
al junior varsity ath­
letes fare well in their 
respective events.

Terrance Clemons 
finished first in the 
long jump, second in 
the high jump and 
third in the triple jump. 
The Steers’ JV team 
also took spots one and 
three in the high jump 
as Tyrone Clemons won 
the event and Giorgio 
Taylor took the bronze. 
Taylor also finished 
third in the 200-meter 
dash.

Big Spring had three 
JV athletes in the top 
six of the shot put. Matt 
Castaneda took second 
with a throw of 37-00, 
while Jon Woodson and 
John Smith finished 
fourth and sixth, 
respectively.

Also grabbing a top 
finish was freshman 
Kade Parker, who 
placed fourth in the 
3,200-meter run with a 
time of 11:58.93. Mark 
Sanchez won the 800- 
meter run as well as he 
crossed the line in 
2:08.24.

HAWKS
I Continued from  Page I B .

was able to get the win on 
the mound after throwing 
^ix solid innings. He gave 
up three runs on eight 
hits but recorded seven 
strikeouts and just one 
walk. The win improved 
his record to 3-1 on the 
season. Lance Brown 
threw the final inning, 
gave up one hit and 
struck out two and earned 
his second save of the 
year.

The Hawks got just four 
hits at the plate, but did 
enough offensively to get 
the win. They scored 
their first run in the sec­
ond inning and then took 
the lead for good with a 
four-run third inning.

The four hits were 
recorded by sophomores 
Gabe Marchant and Will 
Basom and freshmen 
David Fonseca and Ryan 
Pruitt. Marchant and 
Pruitt both tripled in the 
game and they both 
scored one run. Pruitt 
also walked and had an 
RBI.

“We got some big hits 
when we needed them,” 
said Smith. “ It was good 
to see.”

Basom scored twice, 
had one RBI and also 
walked, while Fonseca

walked twice. Sophomore 
Darby Brown had an RBI 
and scored the other run.

McCook lost the game 
despite getting nine hits 
at the plate. Brandon 
Shrupp and Josh Swan 
had two hits each. Jeremy 
Neustifter 
threw just 
2.2 innings 
and took 
the loss on 
the mound 
after giv­
ing up four 
e a r n e d

M archant
runs on 
four hits.
He also walked four.

Freshman Scott Stephen 
did not have his best stuff 
in Game 2, but still near­
ly threw a complete game 
as he tossed 6.2 innings 
and got his sec(md win of 
the year on the mound. 
He gave up all four runs 
on nine hits and struck 
out seven but had a bit of 
trouble with control as he 
walked six.

Sophomore Matt
Shepperd got the final out 
and recorded his first 
save of the season.

“We are trying to go 
longer with our starters 
no matter how they are 
doing because *we want to 
get accustomed to playing 
a conference-like sched­
ule with four games per 
weekend,” said Smith. 
“Hopefully it will pay off

for us.”
The Hawks got up 1-0 in 

the second game before 
McCook gained the 
advantage with a three- 
run fourth inning and 
then led 4-1 after getting 
another run in the fifth. 
Howard got two runs of 
its own in the fifth and 
then won the game with 
two more runs in the 
sixth.

Marchant was perfect at 
the plate in the second 
game as he went three- 
for-three with three runs, 
two RBIs and a walk. He 
also hit his team-leading 
fourth home run of the 
season.

The home run by 
Marchant came with the 
Hawks down 4-3 with two 
outs and a runner on 
third base.

“ It was a big home run 
at a big time,” said Smith.

The Hawks -had only 
four other hits in the 
game.

Fonseca tripled, sopho­
more Jeff Storms doubled 
and Pruitt and Brown 
each singled. Brown 
added two RBIs, Fonseca 
scored once and had one 
RBI and Storms scored a 
run.

McCook again had nine 
hits but a loss to show for 
it. Schrupp and Taylor 
Evans each had two hits 
to lead the way. Ryan 
Kolo threw the first five

innings but didn’t get the 
decision. 'Tyler Luehring 
threw the sixth inning 
and gave up two runs and 
took the loss.

The Hawks will play 
two games at home 
against Barton County 
Tuesday beginning at 1 
p.m.

“Barton is good and 
they will be able to use its 
big arms against us and 
come after us,” said 
Smith. “We won’t use any 
of our big arms because 
we have some big confer­
ence games coming up 
this weekend.”

Howard will host New 
Mexico Junior College 
Friday in a doubleheader 
starting at noon. They 
will then travel to Hobbs, 
N.M., Saturday for anoth­
er doubleheader against 
New Mexico JC. New 
Mexico won the confer­
ence title last year and 
went on to win the 
NJCAA championship as 
well.

The Hawks have won 
five straight games, but 
Smith isn’t getting caught 
up in that.

“We have a tough 
schedule and because of 
that we are not set up to 
win a bunch of feames in a 
row,” said Smith. “We are 
hoping things continue to 
go well but it is always 
going to be tough.”

No. 1 Hawks Head To Hutch

HERALD photM/Troy Hyd*
Several mem bers o f th e com m unity took part In th e  
Howard C ollege m en’s basketball send-off Sunday morn­
ing a t th e Dorothy G arrett Coliseum . C lockw ise from  
above: 1 ) Sophomore Charles Burgess, right, g ets a hug 
from  Howard head coach M ark Adam s. 2 ) Adam s 
addresses the crowd for a short speech before heading 
out of tow n. 3 ) M em bers of the team  load Into th e char­
te r bus. The Hawks w ill play Sheridan C ollege In th e firs t 
round of the NJCAA Tournam ent In Hutchinson, Kan., 
W ednesday a t 1  p.m .

SWEEP
Continued from Page IB

COAHOMA
Continued from Page IB

hit.
Collin McMillan led file 

Bulldog bats as he went 
two-for-three with a dou­
ble, four RBIs and a run 
scored. Garcia also had 
two hits and added two 
RBIs an^ two runs. 
Coberly and senior Cody

Griffith each went one- 
for-three and had two 
RBIs, two runs and one 
stolen base.

“This win is a great 
way for us to go into the 
district season 'Tuesday,” 
said Harman.

'The Bulldogs will host 
rival Stamford at 7 p.m. 
in Coahoma and then will 
travel to Colorado City 
Friday to take on the arch 
rival Wolves at 7 p.m.

scored four of its eight 
runs in the second frame.

“Anytime you can bring 
runners around to score 
its big,” said Raines.

Ruiz began the third 
with an infield single and 
then Dickson crushed a 
home run over the left 
field fence to make the 
score 7-0. The final run of 
the game came in the 
Hawks’ final at-bat. 
Dickson singled to start 
the inning and then was 
pinch ran for by Bethany 
Rose. Freshman Kendra 
Corbin moved Rose to 
second on a sacrifice bunt 
and then sophomore 
Amanda Kuramata

walked. Rose eventually 
crossed the plate as fresh­
man Whitney Roden, who 
got the start at first base, 
delivered the game-end­
ing RBI single.

Dickson finished with 
two hits, a walk and two 
runs at the plate. Rams 
also had two hits and 
scored twice, while 
Garcia, Kuramata and 
freshman Honda
Rodriguez all got singles. 
Rodriguez scored one 
run, Garcia had an RBI 
and Kuramata also 
walked.

Howard will try to get 
the other two games from 
this weekend in 
Wednesday at Foundation 
Field. Weather permit­
ting, the doubleheader is 
scheduled to begin at 1 
p.m.
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Abilene — March 27 
Odessa — March 28 
Amarillo — April 10 
Lubbock — April 11 
San Antonio — April 18

OUeat A  Largmat In the USA!
Open Thursday - Sunday before the FIRST MONDAY o f every month 
Sunup ‘til Sundovrn, Rain or Shine. Pavilions officially open Friday

Mar 30>Apr 2 - Apr 27-May 1 - June 1-4
0«r7000V«HA« An AdventUfC As Big

As TEXAS! Clean Raetnxxns
RVhoolujB*

200 acrae opaoetrelands 
Indoor maOialwIVi 
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• 20,000 sq ft. of Wareho 
’  Specialize in late modr 
pails
• Foreign and domestic ( 
trucks, mini-vans. 4x4 an 
utility vehicles
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Announcem ents H S u s in e s s  O p p o rtu n ityH S u sin ess  Opportunity

Didn’t Get Your 
Paper’

Call 263-7335 
M o n -F rI. 8am -7pm  

Sun 8am -noon

IHERALD

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re­
sponsible for the specific con­
tent of the Natk%^4i Ciassified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor­
tunity with which you are unfa­
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

EXTRAI EXTI
H e w s p a p e r C a ^

N B D iD l
Earn spending cash, have fun 
and meet new people. We are 
looking for energetic people to 
deliver the news to homes in 
many areas...

For more information call 
Duane McCollum 

Big Spring Herald 
(432) 263-7331

The Big Spring Herald always 
need dependable carriers for 
various routes. Must have in­
surance and reiiable transpor­
tation.

Apply In person.
Contact Duane McCollum

710 Scurry (432)263-7331

sphSS HERALD

Help Wanted
AMERICAN STATE Bank is 
currently accepting appiications 
for a Part-Time Teiier in Big 
Spring. Quaiified applicants 
should be available to work 
Monday - Saturday. Must be 
customer service oriented and 
have cash harrdiing and sales 
experience. Apply at American 
State Bank, 1411 Gregg Street.

EXPERIENCED FARM hand 
needed. Must have valid driv­
er's license. St. Lawrence- 
Garden City area. Please call 
(432)397-2213 or
(432)634-1478.

Help Wanted
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

We have three positions that 
we are currently hiring for. 
Each position has excellent 
compensation and benefits, in­
cluding 401 (k).

Teller
Accounting Assistant 

Lending
Excellent communications 
skills are a must for all three 
positions. Sales experience is 
a major plus for both the Teller 
and Lending positions. College 
degree preferred for Lending 
and Accounting positions. 
Send your resume to:
Citizens Federal Credit Union 
Attn: Human Resources 
P.O. Box 425 
Big Spring, TX 79721

COOK NEEDED
Must have good references. 

Apply in person,
Red Mesa Grill 

2401 Gregg
‘ PIZZA INN

Now Hiring wait Staff Must be 
dependable, hard working 
Apply in person at 1702 Gregg 
St. No phone calls.

ADVENTURE

$ Gambling Gataway $
*159®® P/P-Inc.

R/T Airfare 
3 Nights, Departs 

Midland, Tx.
CaU

432-268-9225
$ For More Information a  

& Reservations »p

AUTO PARTS
A Modern Aulo DUmantlcr

5 < C Z IS ii3 2
Since 1947

• 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
• 20.000 sq ft. of Warehouse storage
• S o c ia liz e  in late modnl quality auto 
parts
• Foreign and domestic parts for cars, 
trucks, mini-vans. 4x4 and sports 
utility vehicles

Mrs. a i.m..S:X Wkfdty I S.in.-t2 pjn. SAT
1511 Hwy 350 • (432) 263-5000

Rolling Plains Memorial Hospital, Sweetwater, 
TX, is currently seeking a Registered Nurse for our 
Obstetrical Department. The position is fill time, 7 
p.m. 7 a.m. We offer excellent salary and benefit 
package, shift and specialty differentials, and a great 
work environment. Previous OB experience preferred. 
Interested candidates should call (325) 235-1701, ext. 
222, fax resume to (325) 235-1783 or mail to P.O. Box 
690, Sweetwater, TX 79556.

EOE

Help Wanted
COOK/CHEF NEEDED: Park- 
place Retirement living is a full 
service retirement community. 
We're looking for an addition to 
our team. The position is a 
guaranteed 40 hours per week, 
8 hour shifts, and days may 
vary. Some cooking experience 
is preferred, but not required. 
Must be patient and enjoy 
working with elderly. Please 
apply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe­
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

ENVELOPE STUFFERS Earn 
Serious Money Working at 
Home. Call our 24hrs Hot Line 
for Details (972)504-2690.

FULL TIME RN~
We are looking for caring and 
dependable RNs to cover the 
Big Spring. Midland and 
Odessa Area. We Offer com­
petitive salaries and benefits. 
Contact Beckie (817)360-4354 
or send resume via email to: 
hlnzeb@fms-regional.com.
You can also come by our of­
fice at 810 N. Dixie Ste 202A, 
Odessa, Tx to fill out an appli­
cation, or call (432)335 5699. 

Sign-On Bonus Available for 
Qualified Candidates.

It Is an Honor to 
serve our patients.

Help W anted
HIRING FOR 20081 AVERAGE 
POSTAL EMPLOYEE EARNS 
$57,000/YR. Minimum starting 
pay $18.00/hr. benefits/paid 
training and vacations. No ex­
perience needed.
1-800-584-1775 ret#P6901.

IN-HOME CAREGIVER  
Com fort Keepers is seeking 
kind, caring & personable indi­
viduals to provide non-medical 
in-home care to the elderty. 
Full & Part time positions 
available. $6-7/Hr. Flexible 
schedule. If you don't currently 
enjoy going to work everyday 
then this may be the position 
you have been looking for. 
Seniors welcomed. Please give 
us a call Tina at 
(432)264-1111.
LOCAL PERSONAL Assis^ 
tance Company seeking 
part-time employee to help with 
Activities of Daily for elderly. 
Must work well with little super­
vision Flexible hours. Please 
pick up application at 501 W. 
17th. Office is located inside 
Park Place Retirement.
MARKETING DIRECTOR for
Caring Hearts Home Health. If 
you are self-motivated, outgo­
ing. energetic, and have good 
time management skills apply 
at 1510 Scurry, Ste C. Must 
have good transportation. No 
experience is necessary.
MIDWAY BAPTIST Church is 
seeking a part time secretary. 
Telephone and Computer skills 
are essential. You may apply in 
person thru March 24th. 6200 
South Service Road. 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 
p.m.

T
i

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day
Call 263- 7331 to place your ad today!! ^

CARPET

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

Management 
Draw Plans & 

Estimates
Kenny Thompson

270-0548

COMPUTER

n e  S p e c ia lis t
Matthew Grayson 
All your computer 

needs, commercial - 
residential - on site.

15 Yrs. Experleace

2 6 3 -3 8 8 5
2 6 7 -8 9 9 7

CONCRETE

STUCCO 
DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(43 2 ) 4 6 6 -0 5 7 3  
(43 2 ) 816 -6561

Fred Rubio
621 S))l. Paredez 

Big Spring, TX 79720

CONCRETE

All Sorts Of 
Concrete Work, 

Stucco, And 
Repair Jobs

FREE ESTIMATES
CallDavm

Home-264-6706 
Cell-213-0263

CONCRETE

MARQUEZ 
FENCE CO.

All types 
of fences 

& repairs.
JoncrSte w ork , carports. 

A ll w ork  guaranteed. 
Free Estimates 

Benny Marquez Owner 
267-8714

1  m m D
2  U3

o 5
S Oo a■n m 
F

o >
CA

CONCRETE DIRT WORK FENCES FENCES FENCES H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T

J . T . B u ild e rs
Remodeling • Drywall 

Ceramic Tile • Electrical 
Plumbing • Roofing 

Brick & Concrete Work 
Driveways • Sidewalks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ 
I4S2I 21S4MU C«H 
14121 263-2110 Rm . 

l o o t .  11th PLACE 
610 EPWIWO, TX . 76720

DECKER'S FARM SUPPLY 
ft NURSERY.
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog, j 
Backhoe,

Bulldozing,
Small Grubbing Jobs 
and Will Clear Lots.

4 3 2 -7 5 6 -3 4 4 4

A O m / S D O
Pipe Fenong • Wire Fencing - Fencing 

Welding • Dozer Work 
Buy and Sell Pipe f

SANTIAGO ACEVEDO
Loraine, Texas
MI:825/2«2-2B91 
NMW: 325/187-2381 
CM: 325/242-0571

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marqu«<-Own«r

Finest In ||||||^ 
Fencing !"|||I||JP

wood&
Chainlink

Free Estimates
432-270-7508

CMAMUNK 
MCTAL • CtDAR 
DOG KENNELS 
ORNAMENTAL 
MON

B & M Fence Co
commercial • RESIDENTIAL 
GET (XJR PRICE A COMPARE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ROBERT MARQUEZ

a « 3 -ia ix  •

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM 
WOODWORK

4 0 9  E. 3R D  2 6 7 -5 8 1 1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation 
•Repairs 

•Maintenance

H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T  M  L A W N  S E R V I C E PEST CONTROL RENTALS

VoH Can Tniat
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! 
Rasa Crah (annarl «1247»4i8l

ROOFING

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofa, Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Palntinc Insured 4  Bonded 
Home Phone#

CeU#
43 2-2 13-034 3

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

Minor Electrical 
FRMM M STIM ATM S  
Garage door repair. 
Appliances Instsdled

8 1 6 -3 0 3 0

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging &Finishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

Can 263-8285

MOWING’ALLEYS 
HAULING'TILLING 
TREE TRIMMING 
STUMP REMOVAL

CALL

432- 267-5460
CEU

81&S150

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL
Since 1954

4 3 2 -2 6 3 -6 5 1 4

2008 Blrdwell Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com 
mmcci>8wal pc.com

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages 
Conunercial Buildings 
IMS, 67.11 L  11* PL 
For rent/sale
■11 M M  
1S11 Main
■ M  1 1 *

 ̂ ROOFING 1 1
r------------------------------ ^

STORAGE
r ^

TAX SERVICES 'k._____________________ .d
1 1 TREE TRIMMING 1 1̂ WROUGHT IRON ^

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. 
All type of repairal 
Work Guaranteed. 

Specialising in Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repalrsl 

Big Spring * SuTouidini Areas.

AAA
M ln i~ S to n g B

Mow Mows Of SnmV
UoH$ Ammio, m 8ton It AMII

FAST CASH
On Income Tax RcAind 

RcAind Loan Mthln 34 Hn.*
.^JAXASSO CUTIS

CALL
(4321264-6134

*8b MaMa

LUPE’S TREE 
TRIMMING

More than 20 years 
o f experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

Call
Laip* Villalpando 
432-266-6406

Westex Iron Works
(325)23&6110

Oecorstivt Fences, Wrougtit-lron 
Gstee, Entrences, BoK-Up gi 
Weltf-Up Building of ell eiioel

SImti Sucnrtii S)nam6i
(325)235-5445 

All Your SecyiHy Needs
Cameras. Remote Contrels.

267-1110 3301 E. FM 700 263-0732 *NMi UAL Apopwal Key Pads, etc.

I ,

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
mailto:hlnzeb@fms-regional.com
http://www.swalpc.com


Hi'lp W.intod

HMMh to looking for a  fulMlnw 
RN and a  PRN to Join thak an- 
atgallc staff. Must ba wNIng to 
traval to surrounding araas. Bi- 
Krnual prafarrad and salary 
DOE. Intarastad paitias may 
ctM ANtoon O (432)756-3259 
or fax raauma to 
(432)756-4510.

tN V D m  OAK Caro Cantor In 
Snydar. Taxas to npw taking 
applications for Oiractor of 
Nursing. C a l Ray Tumor, 
(325)573-9377 or apply In par­
son at 210.East 37tti S t Must 
ba an RN. Soma k>r>g farm 
cars axpartorroa is prafarrad, 
but will train tha right parson.

mOWESTERN SERVICI^r 
Inc.

Tank Claanors naedod. In & 
out of state traval & work 60-t- 
hrs. per weak. Transportation 
to and from )ob site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a weak par diem. 
Hourly wage & b o ra j^ . 100% 
drug free. EOE. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. 221, Snyder, 
Texas.

NEED MAINTENANCE person 
with plumbing experiertce. Ap­
ply within, 2501 Fairchild, or 
call (432)263-3461.

TRANSIT IMX Concrala has 
an opening for a Mixer Driver 
at our Big Spring location. Must 
have a Class A or B CDL li­
cense, good driving record and 
verifiable work history. Full 
benefit package and 35 hour 
guarantee offered with wages 
starting at $9.75 or $10.25 with 
6 months mixer driving experi- 
erKa. Apply at Transit Mix'Con- 
crete; 605 N. Benton, Big 
Spring (432)267-6348. Transit 
Mix Concrete is an EOE/AA 
employer.

NOW HIRING drivers to trans­
port railroad crews. 25 Years 
old, pass a drug screen, good 
driving record. Retired Men 
and Women are encouraged to 
apply. (866)303-4100 Leave 
message with name, number 
and location.

PARKVIEW  NURSING & Re­
habilitation We are now in- 
creasir>g our Certified Nurse 

 ̂ Aid staff. Qualified person will 
- be a friendly and compassion- 
• ate team player. If this sounds 

like you, please apply in person 
at Park\iew Nursing & Reha­
bilitation, 3200 Parkway.

CITY Of  Big Spring is taking 
applications for Plant Operator/ 
Wastewater, arxf Heavy Equip­
ment Operator/ Sanitation, and 
for Administrative Assistant/ 
Airpark Applications may be 
obtained at City Hall, 310 No­
lan (432)264-2346 The City of 
Big Sprir>g is EOE.

TRUCK DRIVER
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-r^mical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
truck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un­
load product, utilize, a forklift, 
and perform general ware­
house duties. Requires high 
school diploma or equivalent, 
CDL with HAZMAT endorse­
ment. We offer an excellent 
working environment and out­
standing compensation and 
benefits package. For consid­
eration, please apply in person: 

Helena Chemical Company 
100 S. St. Peter 

Stanton, Tx 79782 
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE M/F/V/H

RN/LVN MEDICARE
Manager/AO.O.N. needed for 
long term care facility. Some 
charge nurse duties, also 
weekend RN coverage Apply 
Lamesa Healthcare Center, 
1818 N. 7th, Lamesa.

VACUUM TRUCK DRIVER 
Safe driving record, Class A 
CDL w/Tanker/Hazmat endors- 
ment. Drug and alcohol testing. 
Health/Life insurance, retire­
ment. paid vacation. Apply at 
Midwestern Vacuum Truck Co, 
1146 North College Ave, Sny­
der, TX. (325) 573-6385.

. ROUTE SALESPERSON
Ab-Tex Beverage Ltd. requires 
individual to coTiplete a drug 
screen and work assessment 
test. Possess or able to obtain 
a Class A COL. Beverage 
sales experience a plus. Com­
prehensive benefit program. 
Rtease apply in person:
Ab-Tex A verage Ltd.
3611 Hwy 87 North 
Big Spring, Tx 79720 
EEO/AA Employer

TUBING TESTER operator/ 
derrick person. Must pass drug 
test. Good wages. Call Jesse. 
(432)213-0739 after 7:00 p m. 
only!

WAREHOUSE/ PLANT 
WORKERS NEEDED 

BIG SPRING AREA
Must have experience working 
in a warehouse or a plant envi­
ronment and able to start work 
immediately. Currently have 
several openings for baggers 
and forklift drivers.

Kelly Services of Midland 
(432)689-9801 

Never an applicant fee 
Equal Opportunity Employer

The Small Business Administr-ation Disaster Assistance Office 
has mmediate openings for full time temporary 
AnORNCYS, LOAN CL0SUI6, PARALE0AL6
- AH potmem <r« gVBJIKIS SHIFT
- iWust b« able ts im Iw |

■ Real Estate/Merfgagt Landing Enperimea
$Z9,199 - $46,109 0aM salary plus lacaHty pay. shift diffarantial. 

ovar tinw and par diam. Traval /May Sa R agui^ /  Bilingual A Phis 
Must iiava good Cradit and Suitability Chack is Raguirsd 

EOE /  Vatarans must submit DO-214

SBAi
Mail Fax or Email lUsuma AS<y ta:

SBA - OOA, ATTN: HR Offica 
14929 Kinrapart RD. Fart Warth, TX 76199-2243 

Fax (817) 604-9621 PDCMSOSBA.60V

H ie

mtsiSoi
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C lassified
Itc'ms toi Sale

sHUOE tA V m O S  on Fumtom. 
Bedronlce and Apptanoee. 
Come by 501 E- Bkdwol Lane 
»140fcalt (432)263-0076.

Miscellaneous
$145. NEVER USED FuN size
mattrasa and box. In ptoatic 
from manufacturer. Warranty. 
806-549-3110.
2 PIECE Quean Mattieaa 
Brand New, Factory Plaatic 
Wrapped, Factory Warranty, 
Only $165. 806-549-3110.
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa­
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Caridelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.
CHERRY Solid Wood Sleigh 
Bed, NEW IN ORIGINAL BOX, 
Asking $359. Call 
(806-549-3110.
FREE PALLETS. Good for do 
it yourself wood projects. Pick 
up behind the Big Spring Her­
ald's office at 710 Scurry.
JUNQUE MART
Thift Store
600 Lamesa
(432)264-0544
Mon -Sat. 10:00-5:00
100's of movies, also records,
furniture, clothes, electronics,
collectible knives of Hollywood
stars.
Cheap PricesI

POOL. 15X30 ft. above 
ground, with ladders and sand 
filter. It needs a liner and 
pump. $50. Your responsibility 
to move. (432)267-8832 or 
(432)270-4650.

Mobile Homes
TO BE Moved: Take over pay­
ments of $364.64 a month on a 
1999 Crestridge 16x80 mobile 
home. Please call 
(432)816-1708 leave a mes­
sage. __________

National Ads

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Apply in person. 
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

"HIRING FOR 2006'
AVERAGE POSTAL EM­
PLOYEE EARNS $57,000/YR 
Minimum Starting Pay
$18.00/hr. Benefits/Paid Train­
ing and Vacations No Experi­
ence Needed 1-800-584-1775 
Ref #P7701.
$$$ UPTO $529 WEEKLYI 
Mailing letters from home. 
FT/PT. No experience neces­
sary. U.$. Digest
1-888-389-1790 24-hours.
$0 DOWN HOMESI NO RENTI 
Gov1 & Bank Repo'sl No Credit 
OK! For Listings,
I -800-746-4890.
$1,000 - $3,425 WEEKLYI

, Processing Simple E-mails On­
line! Make $25.00 Per Email!

 ̂ No Limit! Answer Surveys On- 
i line! Make $15.00+ Per Survey! 
I Guaranteed Paychecks! Amaz­

ing Employment Opportunities! 
http://www.processemails.com/
$25,000 FREE CASH 
GRANTS.......2006! Never Re­
pay! For Persona! bills. School, 
New Business. $49 BILLION 
left unclaimed from 2005! Call 
NOW! Live Operators! 
1-800-681-5732 ext. 74.
$25,000 FREE CASH 
GRANTS.......2006! Never Re­
pay! For Persona! bills. School, 
New Business. $49 BILLION 
left unclaimed from 2005! Cal! 
NOW! Live Operators! 
1-800-270-1213 ext. 75. '

TheyVeu lS ’ '® "'—

Foraeta/i. ” '««n9s.

National Ads
“ ~seo»$60iooo** f r e e
CASH QRANTSI 20061 
NEVER REPAYI Personal/ 
Medtoal Bills, School, New 
BiMlness-Home. As seen on 
T.V. NO CREDIT CHECKI Live 
OperatorsI 1-800-270-1213 
ext. 73.
ALL CASH BUSINESSI 
Local Candy Vending Routel 
$50K/yr potential. 30 machines 
+ candy. $6,995. Call Nowl 
1-800-704-5414.
ARE YOU making $1,710 per 
week? All cash vending routes 
with prime locations available 
nowl Under $9,000 investment 
required. Call Toll Free (24-7) 
800-749-3365.
BANK FORECLOSURES!
Homes from $10,000! Repos, 
REOs, etc. These homes must 
sell! For Listings Call 
1-600-298-1768 ext. 3905.
CASH LOANS and GRANTSI 
$1,000.00 - $300,000.00. Poor 
c r^ it & low income accepted! 
Same Day Processing: 
1-800-824-1997 (24/hours).
CHRISTI/LN DATING SERV­
ICE. COUNTLESS relation­
ships! Exclusive mail service 
OR private member website. 
Free package. 1-800-292-5683
CLASSinCATION: HOME
Loans /  Financial Buying or Re­
financing? Tired of hearing 
NO? Ask about our guaranteed 
loan program. Fair/Poor credit 
welcome. CarePlus Financial 
1-800-493-1674.
CONSOLIDATE 
BILLS/LOANS. Bad Credit 
Welcome. From $3,000 
$150,000. 8% APR. Save
Money Now. 1-800-966-7458.
DATA ENTRYI
Work From Anywhere Flexible 
Hours. Personal Computer Re­
quired. Excellent Career Op­
portunity. Serious Inquiries 
Only. 1-800-344-9636 Ext. 600
DRIVERS - A earn as you 
learn career! England Trans­
port now offers on the job CDL 
training. No credit check, no 
co-signers. No down payment 
To!! Free 1-866-619-6081.
EARN UP to $550 WEEKLY 
Working through the govern­
ment PT No Experience. Cal! 
Today!! 1-800-488-2921 Ask 
for Department T.
FEDERAL POSTAL JOBSI
Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $46 per 
hour /  No Experience Full 
Benefits /  Paid Training 
1-866-409-2663 ext. 2 0 .

"lXRBlS f̂dm!FIRE YOUR 
$$$0 Down Homes! No Rent! 
Govi & Bank Repos! No Credit 
OK! $0 down to low down! List­
ings, 1-800-728-6701.
FLEXIBLE HOME DATA EN­
TRY WORK.
$420/PT-$800+/FT per week. 
No Experience Necessary, 
Computer Required. Call 
1-800-360-1272.
FREE DIRECTV 4 Room Sys­
tem! NO Credit Card Required! 
Access 225+ Channels! FREE 
HBO, SHOWTIME, CINEMAX, 
STARZ ! Starts $29.99 FREE 
DVR! Cal! Now! Always Open! 
1-800-373-9021.
FREE DIRECTV Satellite, 4 
rooms. FREE TiVo/DVR. Add 
HDTV. 220 Channels + locals 
from $29.99/month. First 500 
orders - Free DVD Player. 
866-641-7031. Promo #16026.

$25,000 FREE CASH 
GRANTS.......2006! Never Re­
pay! For Persona! bills. School, 
New Business. $49 BILLION 
left unclaimed from 2005! Cal! 
NOW! Live Operators! 
1-800-274-5086 ext. 69.
$500 POLICE Impounds! Tax 
Repos, US Marshal! sales! 
Also Trucks, SUV's, and more! 
For Listings Call
1-800-425-1730 ext. 1505.

$5001 POLICE IMPOUNDS! 
Hondas/ Chevys/ Fords/ Jeeps. 
Cars, trucks, SUV's from $500! 
Listings: 800-749-8116 xA148.

“ ~$50,000.++ FREE CASH 
GRANTS! 2006!*‘ **AVOID 
DEADLINES! CALL NOW! For 
Personal/Medical Bills, School, 
New Business/Home. NEVER 
REPAY! ALMOST EVERYONE 
QUALIFIES! Live Operators! 
1-800-274-5086 ext. 71.

*"""$500-$100,000++ . FREE
CASH GRANTS!
2006!***NEVER REPAY! FOR 
PERSONAL/MEDICAL BILLS, 
SCHOOL, NEW HOME/BUSI- 
NESS, ALMOST EVERYONE 
QUALIFIES. AVOID DEAD­
LINES! LIVE OPERATORS 
1-800-270-1213 EXT. 70.

COMPANY PAID CDL TRAINING!
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Nntional Acis
HEALTHCARE FOR
$59.93/mo III NEW LOW  
PRICEI For ontho FamHyl Pro- 
scripliona. Dental, Vtoion, Hoo- 
pltalizatlon, morel /Ml Pre-oxtot- 
Ing Condilions OKICaH Todayl 
1-800-269-0538tSC. W -8729 
Provided By: P .8. Family 
Healthcare.

GET PAID to Shop! Mystery 
Shoppers Needed to Pose as 
Customers! Training Provided. 
PT/FT. CALL NOW!!! 
1-888-399-8455.

NOW /LNYONE can make 
money with ANY HOUSE FOR 
S/M.E in 4 easy steps no-fore- 
dosures, no-+epairs, no-ten­
ants, no-credit, 100% financ­
ing. For more info 
www.reneejeffreys.com 
no-seminar. or cal! 
602-561-7518.
ORDER PRESCRIPTIONS at
a Great Price Save Time and 
Moneyl Fioricet, Tramadol, 
Soma, Viagra, Xenical, Cialis 
and many morel Call toll-free 
todayl 866-315-7600.
PREVENT WAR. Save lives. 
Save money. Insist on honesty 
in business and government. 
www.beckequipment.com; 
www.honestinsightusa.com
RELA'nONSHIPS IM­
PROVED! Is irrational behavior 
ruining your relationships?See 
people who use Dianetics to 
build lasting relations.
Call 1-800-722-1733 or visit 
www.relationshiplongevity com

onlySAWMILLS FROM
$2795.00-Convert 
your LOGS TO VALUABLE 
LUMBER with your own Nor­
wood portable band sawmill.
Log skidders also available. 
www.norwoodindustries.com 
FREE '"  Information: 
1-800-578-1363-Ext:200-U.
SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m La­
dies Free!! 1-800-201-TALK 
V!SIT -singles.com
STEEL BUILDING SALE! We'!! 
Beat A!! Competitor Bids Spec 
for Spec or we'il send you a 
check for $200.00! 
1-800-973-3366. 
www.premierstee!.org
STUDY AT Home and Gradu­
ate with your High Schoo! Di­
ploma in less than 3 monthslA 
Nationally Accredited
Home-Study High School 
Free Brochure (800) 445-1098.

GOVERNMENT JOBS
$12-$48/hr. Full Benefits/Paid 
Training. Many Government 
Positions Available. Homeland 
Security, Law Enforcement, 
Vyildlife and more! Cal! 7 days. 
1 -boO-320-9353 ext 2501.

Real Estate for Rent

GUARANTEED WEEKLY IN­
COME! National Company 
Needs people in your area IM­
MEDIATELY to mail our Bro­
chures from Home! FREE Sup­
plies, Postage! Genuine Op­
portunity! 1-800-357-1170 24 
hrs.

5 oV|th Plains 
Apztrtihehts
4 3 2 - 7 1 4 - 4 8 4 0

HAVE YOUR own vending 
company for under $15,000. 
Complete route set-up and 
placement included.
1-888-605-0156. 
www.PSVHome.com

SECRET SHOPPERS
NEEDED For Store Evalua­
tions. Get Paid to Shop. Local 
Stores, Restaurants, & Thea­
ters. Training Provided, Flexi­
ble Hours, Email
Required. 1-800-585-9024 ext. 
6381.

Efficiency Apt. • *175* 
One Bedroom • *226* 
Two Bedroom • *3CK)*

w/e Mo. Loose
I (*sioop«po«m

All utilities Except Electilc Paid 
' Pree High Speed Wlrdcss Internet 
' 0 n 8 lte  Planager 
' Security System In Place 
' Laundry fir Vending Padllty 
' Housing Assistance Accepted

3304 W. Hwy 80

FOR RENT, 2 Bedroom house. 
Stove & Refrigerator furrilshed. 
Can (432)267-6179.

F̂ cnl Estate for Rent

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today over 
750 Companies! One Applica­
tion,' Hundreds of Offers! 
http://hammerianejobs.com
UP TO $1750 WEEKLY IN­
COME!! Nationwide Company 
Now Hiring Home-Mailers! 
Easy Work! Writtc.i Guarantee! 
1-800-242-0363x4146.
VISA/MASTERCARD NEW
unsecured credit card! $7,500 
Guaranteed Approval!! Bad 
Credit, Bankruptcy OK!! 
1-800-601-4233.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re- 
frlgarator, dishwasher, fur- 
ntohad. Washer/ dryer connec­
tions. (432)2634461 -Tom .
502 QoNad- 1/2 of Duplex- 3 
rooms- $240.00. 1107 Lloyd- 2 
Bdrms O  $300.00. 1210
Wood- 2 Bdrm O  $300.00. Call 
(432)267-7380 Moren.
BEAUTY SHOP for rent. Ideal 
for 2 operators. Lots of traffic. 
No fix tu re . Call
(432)213-0816.
BUILDING for iJEASE for retail 
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi­
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600. 
month +deposit. Call W ESTEX 
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.
FOR LEASE. 1515 Hwy. 350. 
Building with overhead door. 
On one acre of fenced land. 
$350. Month, $350. deposit. 
Call (432)263-5000.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
1 Bedroom - $400. month 

$200. deposit.
AH Bills Paid 
403 East 8th 

Call (432)267-2771

YOUR ACCREDITED High 
School Diploma in 30-days or 
less. No classes. FREE 
evaluation.
www.FinishHighSchool.com
1-866-290-6596

AKC REGISTERED Miniature 
Dachshunds. Have 1 Female 
and 3 males with shots, 
$175.00 each. Call 
(432)264-7236.
FREE CATS to good home a!! 
ages and colors. Cal! 
(432)263-0307.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. 
408 E. FM 700 $500.00 Mon. 
Elec, gas, and water paid. 650 
square feet. For more Info call 
(432) 267-9455
POSSIBLY Rent to OWN: 
1207 Lamar- 2 bedroom, CH/A, 
fenced yard. $300.00. 1305 La­
mar- 2 bedroom, fenced yard. 
$175.00. Pets OK for both. 
Call (432)213-0099.
SEVERAL OFFICES available. 
Call (432)263-6514, 517-0038, 
(432)770-5656.

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

^^lAST!
20 ACRES on Hwy 176. Set
up for Mobile Home. 43K, 
$4,000.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly @ 7.4% for 
29 years. No Credit Check. 
(817)312-6322.
4207 DIXON. Three bedroom, 
one bath. $34,750. Call 
1-800-804-7110.
ABSOLUTE AUCTION. The
former Dollar Genera! building 
iCL McCamey, Texas is being 
auctioned March 25 at 10 a.m. 
Request information regarding 
this > property. Call
1-866-323-3111 ore-mai! 
ptaylorOrt66.com. 
www.ranchline.com.
EIGHT LOTS Moss Lake 
Road, 4.89 acres @ $14,900. 
City water, electricity, phone, 
fireplugs. Coahoma ^hoo l. 
Call Joe Hughes @ Home Re­
altors (432)263-1284 Cell 
270-7877 Home 353-4751.
FOR SALE, Extra Clean 2 
Bedroom, 2 bath Brick Home 
near College. Den w/fireplace, 
util, room, single garage, new 
carpet. Call (432)263-6887 or 
270-1743.
TIME SHARE Condo at T h e  
Ridge’ on Lake Granbury, 
Granbury Tx. For information 
call (432)263-3173.

FREE TO good home Anatolia 
Cross puppies. Great for herd­
ing. Cal! (325)728-5352 after 
5:00 p.m.

Vehicles

Smvmral Nmw 200B 
Fordm, Ltncolnm,

~ NImmanm Avmllabim 
E A t Hugm Savings

1516 WOOD Large Three bed­
room, one bath. $350. month, 
$200. deposit. Cat! 
(432)264-6611.

I5()b B l ock Ford
W . t i l l  2(>7-7 12 1

2004 TOYOTA Camry Solara, 
4 cylinder, 30,000 miles, 
power & air, CD, alloy wheels, 
tilt wheel, cruise. Excellent con­
dition, economical. $16,500. 
(432)263-3723 After 6:00 p.m.
2005 TO YO tA  Tacoma Pre- 
Runner. Double Cab, short 
bed, 4 door with canopy. Less 
than 10,000 miles. $23,500. 
Come by 3206 Cornell Ave.

1406 YOUNG 1 bedroom, 1 
bath. $235.00 month, $150.00 
800 E. 13th 3 bedroom, 1 bath. 
$385.00 month, $150.00 de­
posit. Call (432)263-1792, 
816-9984.

ATTENTION
THE BIO SPRING 

HERALD APPRECIATES 
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful Ups and 
Information that will help you 
when placing your ad. After your 
ad has been published the first 
day we suggest you check the ad 
for mistakes and If errors have 
been made we will gladly correct 
the ad and run It again for you at 
no additional charge. I f your ad Is 
InadvertenUy not printed advance 
payment will cheerfully be refund­
ed and the newspaper's liability 
will be for only the amount 
received fbr publication of the 
advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit or reject any ad for 
publlcatlan that does not meet our 
standards of acceptance.
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Tomorrow's Horoscope
If every day is a fresh 

start, it takes days like 
this to remind us it’s 
true. Because today is so 
new, it feels positively 
dewy. The same old 
situatidns magically 
appear as shiny green 
with potential, practically 
smelling of freshly 
opened flowers. Spring 
has sprung. The message 
of the vernal equinox is: 
Welcome to the 
beginning. Again.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19). As the sign of the 
rebel, you’re 
nobody’s 
servant.
However, 
today it’s 
important to 
note that 
there is 
nothing 
wrong with 
yielding to 
the requests 
of people 
you respect.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20). It’s a 
fine day to be oblivious to 
the opinions of others. 
It’s likely you are 
working in a realm or 
manner to which few 
people can relate. Only a 
fool criticizes what he 
doesn’t understand.

(»FM1NI (May 21-June 
21) Feelings speak the 
language of dance. They 
have the ability to 
contract and expand your 
muscles, occupy your 
organs and wrinkle your 
skin. 'I'oday, your feelings 
want to be honored or, at 
the very least, 
acknowledged.

C.ANGER (June 22-July

Holiday

M athis

22). Some kind of poetic 
Justice is featured. Now 
that you have proof that 
the universe can be fair, 
it’s easy to go about your 
business with an 
optimistic attitude.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
It has been said that the 
one who is in the most 
pain also has the biggest 
heart. Consider this when 
a certain person lashes 
out like a wounded 
animal. You feel happier 
when you think the best 
of people.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) . A tense vibration is 
best worked out through 
a creative means. Can 
you bear to leave a mess 
in the kitchen while you 
draw a picture or sing a 
song? If so, you’ll find 
many joyful moments 
today.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23) . Do what you do for
the love of it, and forget 
about the financial part. 
That, you can figure out 
later. Monetary
difficulties come to a fast 
end when you follow your 
intuition.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). What was once 
confidential is now made 
known to you. Meetings 
are featured. Involve 
yourself vocally. You’re a 
vital member of the 
group, and you also have 
the power to significantly 
impact a situation.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21). Though
intellectual advancement 
is obviousiy a worthy 
quest, your soul’s 
development is more 
important. Tonight, turn

up the music, and the 
day’s cares will melt 
away in a matter of 
minutes.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). Instead of trying 
to get all your needs met 
in one place, seek 
multiple sources of 
friendship, advice and 
encouragement. Much 
happens in a small group 
setting, and you naturally 
assume the leadership 
role.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). The secret to 
happiness is no secret at 
all. You’ll feel happy and 
complete whenever you 
choose to feel that way. 
Live by this principle, 
and a relationship 
becomes immediately 
more solid.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). There’s a time to 
delegate and a time to do 
it yourself. Today is the 
latter. Cut back your 
dependence on others. 
Hard physical work 
actually makes your body 
sing.

ASTROLOGICAL 
QUESTIONS: “ I am a
Pisces bom Feb. 26, 1965, 
with Libra rising. I am 
attracted to a Leo born 
Aug. 11, 1957. We have 
incredible chemistry, but 
I wonder if we are truly 
compatible. How
important is the rising 
sign when looking at 
compatibility?”

The real question is, 
how important is 
compatibility when 
looking at compatibility? 
What if the greatest 
astrologer in the world 
told you that this man’s

chart and your chart are 
a doomed match? Would 
you dump him and go for 
someone with ^  more 
harmonious c h i^  Love 
is scary, I know. It would 
be wonderfril if astrology 
could guarantee that the 
one you are attracted to* 
will be equally attracted 
to you, or that you are 
destined to be with a 
certain person, and 
nothing can tear you 
apart. I, personally, have 
not known astrology to be 
able to do that. What it 
can do is offer you a way 
of looking at yoiu-self and 
at others that may help 
you to be more loving 
and understanding and 
compassionate. Here’s 
what I see: Your Leo 
needs plenty of praise. 
The more creative 
endeavors you pursue 
together, the tighter your 
bond will be. The 
chemistry will continue 
as long as he feels you’re 
excited by the nearness of 
him.

CELEBRITY PROFILES: 
Though some babies born 
today would be Aries, 
Holly Hunter celebrates 
her birthday today, and 
she is a Pisces. A new 
mother of twins, she is 
the quintessential
Piscean — a master of 
taking on two different 
directions at once. She’s 
proven that diapers and 
Oscars can peacefully 
coexist urder the same 
roof and will be 
continually surprised by 
the extent that 
motherhood favorably 
affects her art!

® 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE. INC.
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Annie’s Mailbox •: Advice for those in need
Dear Annie: I am a

small business owner and 
have been married for 
over 10 years. In the past 
few weeks, “Lois,” one of 
my very valued female 
employees, has started 
acting^‘’ ’ a little ntOre 
llirtatious than she used 
to.

I work very closely with 
Lois, and at first, I didn’t 
think much about it and 
kind of played along. I’m 
a flirtatious person by 
nature anyway. Then 
yesterday, in an e-mail, 
Lois told me she is 
sexually attracted to me.

Lois is a very good- 
looking woman, and she 
has a fiance. I was 
honestly flattered by her 
attraction to me, but, 
r)hyiously, there is a line 
that can’t be crossed 
here. Actually, several 
lines.

Because my sex life at 
home has been less than 
satisfying the past few 
vearsi 1 feel I am more 
vulnerable to any 
physical advance that 
Lois may make. 1 need 
her to keep her distance, 
hut I don’t want lo offend 
her because, frankly, I 
can’t afford to lose her as 
an employee. So, how do I 
approach her and tell her 
I'm off limits? I don’t 
want to embarrass her, or 
make things
uncomfortable for either 
of us, or worse, give her 
the impression that she 
needs to leave. And I 
certainly don’t want to 
get caught in the position 
where physical contact is 
made.

1 hope I’m not too late 
and the damage done. — 
Boss in a Bind

Dear Boss: Some of the 
damage is already done 
— Lois thinks you are 
open to an affair. But 
there’s stili time to fix it. 
First, stop  ̂ flirting so 
much because she doesn’t 
know you are ionly 
kidding. Then you need 
to put a professional face 
on your relationship — 
friendly, but all business. 
Treat her last e-mail as if 
it never reached you.

Keep in mind that a 
romantic involvement 
with a subordinate opens 

" ’ 'V'vsuit if the 
1 jadly. Then, 

get yourseif and your

wife into ■ 
counseling so 
you can 
strengthen 
your
marriage and 
be less
vulnerable to 
the
machinations 
of an
attractive 
office 
employee.

Dear
Annie: I
have a close 
friend who 
apparently
thinks everyone must 
love the scent of her 
perfume as much as she 
does. Whenever we get 
together, I gag from the 
smell. She must bathe in 
it.

How can I politely tell 
her that others may find 
this bothersome? Is there 
a way I can make this 
clear without offending 
her? —  Holding My Nose 
and Breath

Dear Holding My 
Nose: There’s no
•inoffensive way to tell 
someone they stink, but 
that shouldn’t stop you 
from speaking up. Say, “I 
may be developing a 
sensitivity to perfume 
because I really notice 
yours a lot. It’s rather 
overwhelming, and I’m 
sure that’s not your 
intent. Would you mind 
using a little less?”

Dear Annie: I am 
writing in response to the 
neighbor who was 
concerned about the 
children next door. The 
children were being 
home-schooled, and in 
addition to being unruly, 
nosy and unsupervised, 
the children were teksing 
her dog.

I’ve been a social 
worker for 30 years and 
would advise the 
neighbor to report that 
family to their state 
Division of Family 
Services Child Abuse 
hotline. While most 
home-school environ­
ments are legitimate, we 
know that a savvy parent 
can use that to hide 
abusive behavior since 
those kids will remain 
hidden from those most 
likely to report suspected 
abuse — teachers.

K a t h y  M i t c h e l l  
M a r c y  S u g a r

' principals 
and school 
nurses. And 
abused kids 
will often 
mistreat 
animals to 
displace 
their rage.

Please let 
your readers 
know that 
hotline 
reporting is 
ALWAYS 
anonypious, 
and one does 
not have to 
be certain 

that abuse is taking 
place. That is left to the 
professionals to
investigate. Better to err 
on the side of caution. — 
Social Worker in 
Lawrence, Kan.

Dear Lawrence: Most 
home-schooled children 
are not abused, but we 
appreciate the warning 
for those neighbors who 
worry that more may be 
going on.

Dear Annie: I am in 
the middle of an ugly 
divorce from a man who 
has now been married 
five times. He has a 
history of picking up 
women at a Christian 
singles group, looking for 
someone who will be 
submissive, and then he 
insidiously begins the 
emotional and physical 
abuse.

This man is dishonest 
about how many times he 
has been married and 
does not hesitate to say 
whatever it takes to lure 
his victims. I have found 
that this has been the 
pattern with at least three 
of his wives. He has now 
moved on to another 
woman from the same 
singles group, and he has 
her completely convinced 
that I am out to get him.

Why isn’t there some 
sort of registry for 
predatory abusers? There 
should be some means of 
tracking these men so 
they do not ruin so many 
lives. Why won’t women 
listen? I know love is 
blind, but if there is a 
history of restraining 
orders and reports of 
child abuse in a man’s 
past, a woman should pay 
attention.

How can I get this

M a r c o

Howard

message across to his 
newest victim? I know 
her, I have met her kids, 
and she is a good woman 
who is already ensnared. 
So far, she’s ignored me. 
— Prevent Another 
Victim '

Dear Prevent: Do you 
have any documentation 
you can show this woman 
so she can see for herself 
that he has been married 
five times and has a 
history of restraining 
orders and reports of 
abuse? You also can 
suggest she do her own 
background check, but 
you cannot force her to 
be more careful.

In the meantime, you 
should contact the 
organizers of this 
Christian singles group 
and let them know what’s 
going on. This man needs 
to be stopped.

Dear Annie: I have one 
of the toughest jobs in the 
world: I euthanize
animals in our local 
county animal shelter.

The number of 
unwanted and homeless 
animals in America is 
overwhelming and
inexcusable. One
morning, I began my day 
with eight empty cat 
kennels. By 11 a.m., we 
had taken in 17 cats. 
Shelters across the 
country euthanize three 
to four million animals 
each year.

Some people think that 
“no-kill” shelters are the 
solution, but animals 
deserve better than living 
in tiny cages for years. 
Euthanasia should not be 
viewed as an acceptable 
long-term solution to the 
overpopulation crisis, but 
neither is storing 
unwanted animals like 
toys in the attic. Please 
let your readers know 
they can help by spaying 
and neutering their 
companion animals and 
by adopting animals from 
shelters. — Galveston, 
Texas

Dear Texas: Too many 
people do not realize that 
spaying and neutering 
will prevent
overpopulation and the 
necessity of euthanizing 
unwant^ animals. We 
hope anyone interested in 
adopting a pet will first 
check their local animal 
shelters.

Margo: I have a 
husband who has a 
misconception of what 
lying is, and it’s causing 
a lot of grief in our 
family.

He tells “stories” when 
he comes home from 
work. It can be a simple 
story about a coworker or 
something he did during 
the day. Then he will say, 
“Just joking.”

It is at the point where, 
whenever he tells me 
something, I need to ask 
if he is 
telling the 
truth or 
creating one 
of his 
“stories” 
again. I call 
this lying; 
he says it is 
a Joke and I 
have no 
sense of 
humor.

He also ' ■ 
lies to other people when 
the truth would suffice, 
like telling his mother we 
can’t come over because 
he has to work, when, in 
fact, it’s because we will 
be out of town. The truth 
would not have hurt her 
feelings, so why lie?

In all other areds he is 
a good man, but I am 
uncomfortable knowing 
how easy it is for him to 
lie. Help. — CC

Dear C: The problem, 
my dear, is not that you 
are humor-challenged; it 
is that he is a 
pathological liar. This is 
a mental disturbance 
where people habitually 
lie about anything, for no 
discernible reason.

I do riot know the rate 
of success when such 
people go into therapy, 
but the two of you might 
discuss the issue with a 
counselor, in terms of 
what it’s doing to the 
marriage.

It must be murder to 
never kndw if you’re 

^hearing thd̂  truth or not. 
It’s too bad your husband 
is not a screenwriter or a 
novelist, because those 
people have a 
constructiv'e outlet for 
their “stories,” get paid 
for them and do not drive 
their families nuts. Good 
luck.

Dear Margo: My wife 
and I have been married 
for 20 years and disagree 
on the proper upbringing 
of our daughter.

I feel my wife is too 
liberal; she feels I am too 
strict. Our daughter is 17 
years old and a senior in 
high school. She is a 
wonderful child . . . .  does 
not take drugs, drink 
alcohol, etc. We talk 
about every subject under 
the sun, and I do not 
believe she participates 
in any sexual activity.

Here is the problem. 
Her boyfriend has gone 
away to college, 
approximately seven 
hours from our home. He 
is a nice young man who 
did very well in high 
school and goes to a good 
school. My daughter 
would like to visit him at 
his college, and my wife 
has proposed two 
scenarios.

One, my daughter goes 
with a friend to visit his 
school. The other, she 
goes with his parents to 
visit him. However, I 
believe they would take 
the kids to dinner and 
then say, “Have a great 
night.” The kids would 
then go on and . . . what?

I asked my wife where 
our daughter would stay. 
Sl)e said with other girls 
in the dorm. My feelings 
are that at 17 years old, 
she is too young to visit 
her boyfriend out of

town. He will be home for 
spring break. Your advice 
would be appreciated! — 
Stressed-Out Dad 

Dear Stress: I am not 
so sure you will 
appreciate my opinion, 
but I suspect your wife 
and daughter might. 
Such visits are quite 
acceptable. Your
daughter sounds
extremely responsible 
and should have earned 
your trust by now.

Whatever it is you’re 
afraid these kids might 
do during the weekend 
visit, they could just as 
easily do over spring 
break. ,, Much as you 
would like to control 
things, it is not possible. 
Fathers, I have found, are 
not the deciding factor 
when it comes to 
abstinence. Calm
yourself.

Dear Margo: I ’m a
longtime reader but 
never thought I’d be 
writing, that is until my 
married female
boss/alleged friend
started some sort of 
campaign with my 
boyfriend (also a 
coworker).

The bf and I had a big, 
potentially relationship­
ending fight one night, 
and the next day, my 
boss, whom I’d tearfully 
told about the crisis, 
asked him to an off-site 
lunch.

He says he assumed 
that, as my “friend,” she 
would be offering advice 
for working it out, but it 
was quite the opposite. 
She launched into a 
monologue of every 
mistake I’d made with 
men, every flaw I have, 
every bad choice I ’d 
made. Total hatchet job. 
Half the stories weren’t 
even true, the other half 
he’d already heard, 
because we’re very close.

Anyway, the bf and I 
are back together, and 
now I’m stuck working 
for someone who’s in my 
face all the time actjng 
like my best friend. I, of 
course, would like to 
throw her off the top of 
the building. She still has 
control of my annual 
reviews.

Yes, I have learned an 
enormous lesson about 
trusting people at work, 
but can you tell me how 
to survive this situation 
till I find a new job? — 
Needing a Strategy 

Dear Need: Things 
would be easier if this 
woman had only one face 
instead of two, but life is 
like that. Here’s how to 
cope until you land 
another job: Be cordial 
and businesslike, but be 
too busy for the 
friendship you formally 
shared. Do your job to 
the best of your ability, 
which should assure you 
good reviews. If the faux 
friend should ask what’s 
wrong, or why things 
aren’t the way they used 
to be, play dumb and tell 
her everything’s fine — 
you’re just busy.

She will know why you 
seem chilly; she will also 
know you know. There is 
great power in not 
saying/telling everything 
you know. And a new 
job, of course, will make 
this all history.

Dear Margo is' written 
by Margo Howard, Ann 
Landers’ daughter. A ll 
letters must be sent via e- 
mail to
dearmargo@creators.com. 
Due to a high volume of e- 
mail, not all letters will 
be answered.
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NOBODY ASKS FOR IT 
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312
Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

mailto:dearmargo@creators.com
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“In the spring Mother Nature gives 
ant lifeall plant life the green light.’
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This Date 
In History
Today is Monday, March 

20, the 79th day of 2006. 
There are 286 days left in the 
year. Spring arrives at 1:26 
p.m. Eastern time.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 20, 1815,
Naptoleon Bonaparte entered 
Paris, beginning his “ 100 
Days” rule.

On this date:
In 1413, England’s King 

Henry IV died; he was suc­
ceeded by Henry the V.

In 1727, physicist, mathe­
matician and astronomer 
Sir Isaac Newton died in 
London.

In 1852, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe's influential novel 
about slavery, “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin,” was first published.

In 1896, U.S. Marines land­
ed in Nicaragua to protect 
U.S. citizens in the wake of a 
revolution.

In 1956, union workers 
ended a 156-day strike at 
Westinghouse Electric Corp.

In 1969, John Lennon mar­
ried Yoko Ono in Gibraltar.

In 1976, kidnapped news­
paper heiress Patricia 
Hearst was convicted of 
armed robbery for her part 
in a San Francisco bank 
holdup.

In 1981, former girls’ 
school headmistress Jean 
Harris was sentenced in 
White Plains, N.Y., to 15 
years to life in prison for 
slaying “Scarsdale Diet” 
author Dr. Herman 
Tarnower. (Harris ended up 
serving almost 12 years.)

In 1985, Libby Riddles of 
TelloPr-^laska, became the 
first woman to win the 
Iditarod Trail Dog Sled 
Race.

In 1995, in Tokyo, 12 peo­
ple were killed, more than 
5,500 others sickened when 
packages containing the poi­
sonous gas sarin were 
leaked on five separate sub­
way trains by Aum 
Shinrikyo cult members.

Today’s Birthdays:
Producer-director-comedian 
Carl Reiner is 84. Actor Hal 
Linden is 75. Singer Jerry 
Reed is 69. Former Canadian 
prime minister Brian 
Mulroney is 67. Country 
singer Don Edwards is 67. 
TV ' producer Paul Junger 
Witt is 63. Country singer- 
musician Ranger Doug

(Riders in the Sky) is 60. 
Hockey Hall-of-Famer Bobby 
Orr is 58. Blues singer-musi­
cian Marcia Ball is 57. Actor 
William Hurt is 56. Rock 
musician Carl Palmer 
(Emerson, Lake and Palmer) 
is 56. Rock musician Jimmie 
Vaughan is 55. Country 
musician Jimmy Seales 
(Shenandoah) is 52. Movie 
director Spike Lee is 49. 
Actress Theresa Russell is 
49. Actress Vanessa Bell 
Galloway is 49. Actress 
Holly Hunter is 48. Rock 
musician Slim Jim Phantom 
(The Stray Cats) is 45. 
Actress-model Kathy Ireland 
is 43. Rock musician Adrian 
Oxxal (James) is 41. Actress 
Liza Snyder is 38. Actor 
Michael Rapaport is 36. 
Actor Alexander Chaplin is 
35.
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Newsday Crossword

ACROSS
1 Sloppy 

situation 
5 Dutch cheese 
9 Dressed (in)

13 Supply-and- 
demand sci.

14 Pleasant
15 Make angry
16 “Get lost!”
17 Shaker 

contents
18 Type of exam
19 Aloha State 

city
22 “The Raven” 

writer
23 Peculiar
24 Leaves the 

path
28 Walk through 

water
30 Commercial- 

free TV 
network

33 Pigeon 
sounds

34 Internet 
auction site

36 Once more
38 Last Frontier 

city
41 S ^ ke n fo r
42 Minus
43 Short distance
44 Cunning
45 Slippery fish
47 Comes to

a point
49 America's 

Uncle
50 Sty dweller
51 Beaver State 

city
59 Woodwind 

instrument
60 Promissory 

notes
61 Slangy refusal

62 St. _  (city 
near Tampa)

63 Canoeing 
locale

64 Maple or 
mahogany

65 Looked at
66 Bacl^ard 

building
67 Mail off

DOWN
1 Fly-swatter 

material
2 Sonic bounce
3 Any day now
4 Peanuts dog
5 Come next
6 Dashboard 

gauge
7 Rights org.
8 Procedure
9 Bunch of 

people

10 Former 
Italian money

11 J a i__
12 Local 

food shop
20 Last-place 

finisher
21 Let’s Make__

(game-show
oldie)

24 Hurries away
25 Melodic
26 Stallone's 

boxer role
27 Arthur of tennis
28 Salaries
29 Affirmative 

votes
30 Scrapbooker's 

adhesive
31 Motorcycle 

owner
32 Breaks 

suddenly
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www.stanxwords.com
35 Sphere 
37 Sound of fright
39 Basketball star 

Shaquille
40 Up and about 
46 Computer

messages
48 Authors’ 

representatives
49 War horse
50 Masqueraded 

(as)
5 1  ______ Benedict

XVI
52 Do as told
53 Repetitive 

learning 
method

54 Ark builder
55 British noble
56 Clinton’s 

vice president
57 Unwrap
58 Have to have

33
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Staff Writer 

The high school 
facturing prograr 
the Moore Devek 
for Big Spring i 
Wednesday aftemc 

The program, 
was introduced 
SPrllMi High Sch 

and managed I 
ufacttire a num 
poinsettias made 
iron and Chr 
lights, may be in 
due to questions oi 
ities, according to 
Development Ex< 
Director Kent Shai 

“It appears as 
the high school 
going to be able to 
poinsettias becau: 
can’t get comfortat 
the liability 
involved,” said 
.“For example, le 
the high school \ 
sell one of the poll 
to the city of San j 
and it caught afire 
of their buildings 
ing it down and 
someone. That’s th 
possible sit 
There’s no doubt 
point someone is i  
file a lawsuit.” 

Sharp said the 
would most likel)
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