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State official warns 96-bed jail too small
By THOMAS JENKINS
S ta ff  W riter

A %-bed jail facility will 
meet the immediate need 
of Howard County, but 
will fall well short of pro
viding long-term answers 
to jail overcrowding.

That’s the message 
Terry Julian, executive 
director of the Texas 
Commission on Jail 
Standards, delivered to 
the Howard County 
Commissioner’s Court 
Monday morning, urging

Coahoma
contest
crowded
Seven people file 
for three seats 
on school board

By STEVE REAGAN

the county to look beyond 
the present needs of the 
county and consider the 
big picture.

“You need desperately 
to build a 96-bed facility,” 
Julian told the court. 
“The immediate need is 
for a 96-bed jail. Jlowever, 
that’s with 5,000 warrants 
out there to be served and 
the county judge not hav
ing room to put inmates 
to serve county time. The 
day you open a 96-bed jail, 
it’s going to be full and 
you’ll find yourself back

“The day you open a 96-bed jail, i t ’s going 
to be full and you’ll find yourself back in 
the same shape as you are In today. I can 
promise you that.’’

—Terry Julian 

TCJS executive director

in the same shape as you 
are in today. 1 can 
promise you that. You’re 
going to have to keep 
some inmates at Dickens 
County or wherever they

have space to put them. 
However, those places 
may not have the space 
when you run out of 
beds.”

Julian said those future

needs — coupled with ris
ing building costs — are 
what spurred him and the 
commission to make a 
formal recommendation 
the county look toward a 
144-bed facility.

“The reason 1 recom
mended the architect plan 
for 144 beds is for future 
expansion,” said Julian. 
“The costs are going up 
everyday. Right now, the 
interest rate is low and I 
think it would be a wise 
investment to go ahead 
and build a 144-bed facili

ty.”
Julian, a former county 

judge from Sweetwater, 
said decreasing popula
tions in West Texas may 
have some people think
ing smaller is better, but 
the number of inmates 
clogging the county jail 
systems doesn’t follow the 
same ups and downs that 
overall population is sub
ject to.

“Sweetwater has been 
shrinking all the time.

See JAIL. Page 3A

S ta ff  W riter
There may be only one 

school board election in 
this area come May 13, 
but it is shaping up to be 
a doozy.

Monday was the last 
day to get one’s name on 
the May ballot, although 
interested persons still 
have until next Monday 
to file as a write-in can
didate.

Alone among the area’s 
school districts,
Coahoma has had chal
lengers place their names 
on the May ballots. In 
fact, it is shaping up to 
be quite a crowded affoir, 
with seven candidates 
vying for three spots on 
the school board.

Incumbents Jody Reid, 
James White and John 
Wayne Metcalf have filed 
for re-election, and will 
be joined by challengers 
Alan Wright, James 
Gilbert, Jackie Hill and 
Lori Martinez.

Wright, 49, is a field 
supervisor for Key 
Energy, Gilbert, 40, is 
employed by the state 
transportation depart
ment, Hill, 32, is a 
pumper/mechanic and 
Martinez, 38, is an assis
tant vice president for 
First Bank of West 
Texas.

The three spots up for 
election in Coahoma are 
at-large positions and are 
all for three years, said 
Judy Dobbs, administra
tive secretary.

No other area districts, 
however, have contested 
elections, unless a write- 
in candidate steps up to 
the plate in the next few

See ISO, Page 3A

■.fit*

m

W-A. ri'<V 7-i-

mi

m
,1̂

m*m
I A

Ml-

By STEVE REAGAN
S ta ff W riter

A three-way race is shaping 
up for the District 2 seat on 
the Big Spring City Council.

City officials said today that 
three candidates have filed for 
the three-year term on the 
board.

Donna Gamboa, owner of the 
San Franciscan Bar and Grill, 
Internet technology specialist 
Manuel Ramirez and health
care professional Cindy Lopez 
have all filed for the District 2 
place on the council.

District 2 incumbent Woody

Jumper declined to seek re- 
election this year.

Monday was the last day for 
candidates to have their 
names placed on the May 13 
ballots. Persons interested in 
write-in candidacies have 
until Monday to file, officials 
said.

In Stanton, two of four spots 
on the city council will be con
tested this year.

Mayor Lester Baker, a 14- 
year incumbent, has drawn 
two opponents. Randy Koonce, 
a computer programmer, and 
Robert Teveni, an office man
ager and paramedic, will seek

to unseat Baker.
Also contested is the District 

1 race, in which incumbent 
Ronnie Christian will face a 
challenge from registered 
medical assistant Rosalinda 
Mindling.

Other incumbents who have 
filed for re-election are 
District 2’s Jim Smith and 
District 3 council member 
James Earl Jenkins. Neither 
Smith or Jenkins have oppo
nents, officials said.

Three candidates have 
announced for three spots on

See CITY, Page 3A
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Find us online at: 
www.bjgtprlngherald.com

To reach us:
Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
If you mlaa your paper, please call (432) 
263-7335 b^ore 7 p.m. weekdays and 
noon Sunday.

H e a lth  F a ir  b o o t h s

It’s not too late to reserve booth space 
for “Don't Gam ble With Your Health,” the 
annual Big Spring Area Cham ber of 
Com m erce health fair scheduled April 8

The annual event will be held from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum  
on the Howard College campus.

Limited booth space is still available at 
$80 with a deadline of 5 p.m. Friday. After 
the deadline, booths will be $ t0 0  through 
March 31.

For more information, contact Nancy 
Newell at 263-7641 or e-mail 
nnewell@bigspringchamber.com or go by 
the cham ber office on the corner of Gregg 
and Third Street.

R eport: C ity  
can save  
$5.6  m illion
Energy conservation 
program the answer
By THOMAS JENKINS ___________

. S ta ff  W riter

Representatives with Siemens 
Building Technologies gave the city of 
Big Spring a resounding thumbs-up 
Monday evening, possibly paving the 
way for a conservation program that 
could save the city approximately $5.6 
million over

15

M cEwen

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkina
Siemens Account Executive Chad Nobles explains to members of the Big Spring City Council how a new 
energy conservation program could help the city fund more than $5 million In Improvements to the munic
ipal Infrastructure. The council Is expected to hear first reading of a resolution that w^uld give the go 
ahead for the project during tonight’s council meeting.

C o u n c il sea t d raw s  th re e  
c a n d id a te s  fo r M ay e lec tio n

“It’s
great to 
be able 
to go 
into
things we 
need to do in the 
city o f Big Spring 
and not have to 
go back to the 
taxpayers and tell 
them they have to 
fund it.’’

A ir l in e s  in c r e a s e  f a r e s

DALLAS (AP) —  Southwest Airlines Co. 
led a broad fare increase across the air
line industry, raising fares by up to $10 for' 
a one-way ticket as the company seeks to 
offset an expected $600 million jump in its 
jet fuel costs.

By late Monday, most other major U S. 
airlines had matched the move by 
Southwest, which over the years has used 
lower fares to bludgeon the established 
carriers. The Dallas-based airline also 
raised fares in January. Friday, it boosted 
rates again over about two-thirds of its 
network, ranging from $2 on flights up to 
400 miles to the $10  increase, to $309, for 
its most expensive walk-up fares.

the next 
years.

S i e m e n s  
• A c c o u n t  
E x e c u t i v e  
Chad Nobles 
presented the 
results of the 
audit during a 
special council 
meeting, say
ing the initial 
estimates that 
the program 
could save the 
city millions 
presented to 
the council in 
2005 was right 
on the mark.

‘What you 
have in front
of you is a ------------
summary of what we call the energy 
conservation measures that are present
ing themselves in Big Spring,” said 
Nobles. “Looking at the end of the con
tract period, you will have $169,409 in 
positive cash flow. That’s just what the 
program is expected to generate that is 
yours and the city can put in its pocket 
to use on whatever projects it wants to.

“The biggest part of the savings will 
come from the improvements made to 
the city’s water system, which includes 
the automatic meter reading system. 
Approximately 60*percent of the savings 
we’ve projected will come from this sys
tem at an annual rate of approximately 
$397,000 a year. This is accomplished 
through more accurate meter reading.”

Nobles said the remaining 40 percent 
of savings would come from an array of 
other energy conservation improve
ments. saving the city approximately

See ENERGY, Page 3A

‘R o y s  N e x t  D o o r ’
Howard College Theatre will present 

T h e  Boy's Next Door” Thursday through 
Tuesday, March 2 l ,  in the Practical Arts 
building. All shows will begin at 8 p.m. 
except for a Sunday matinee, which will 
begin at 2:30 p.m.

The story revolves around four adult 
men living in an apartment. Two of them  
are mentally retarded, one is depressed, 
and the other suffers from schizophrenia. 
The play is about how they deal life’s 
challenges.

“Our students have worked hard," said 
Clay Grizzle, associate professor of the
ater.

“Come, and encourage your friends."
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Obituaries Police blotter
Ronnie William Ward

Ronnie William Ward, 59, of Midland died Sunday, 
March 5, 2006, at his residence. No services are 
planned.

He was bom Oct. 30,1946, in Gorman.
He graduated from Big Spring High School and 

attended Howard County Junior College and Texas 
Tech. He owned and operated the Respond First Aid 
Systems in Midland for 16 years.

Prior to this, he was a real estate agent and broker 
in Odessa for many years. He served in the United 
States Marine Corps.

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law, 
Shane and Karen Ward of Big Spring; his parents. Bill 
and Margie Ward of Big Spring; an aunt, Anna Smith; 
and one granddaughter, Stevi Ward of Big Spring.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley- 
PickJe & Welch Funeral Home and Crematory of 
Midland. Online condolences may be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol
lowing activity between 8,^.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• MARCUS BREAT HILT, 23, of 2911 W. Highway 80 
Apt. 204, was arrested Monday on charges of public 
intoxication and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA
PHERNALIA was reported in the 1200 block of 
Seventh Street.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:
- in the 2600 block of Hunter.
- in the 1400 block of Austin.
• BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the 

200 block of Marcy.

Sheriff’s report

Jennie McEvers
Jennie McEvers, 90, of Fort Worth died Monday, 

March 13, 2006, in a Fort Worth hospital. Her services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Support groups
TUESDAY
• The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6 

p.m. the last Tuesday of the month in the College 
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane. 
The next meeting is March 28. Call Tracey at 263-4948 
for more information.

WEDNESDAY
• RSD (Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, a chronic 

pain disease), a new support and informative group 
meets at 213 Circle. Call Tena at 267-1883 or Lucy at 
264-1213 for more information.

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol
lowing activity:

• HEATHER MARIE GRANADOS, 18, was trans
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of racing on a highway.

• JOHN MARIANO GRANADOS JR., 19, was trans
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a 
charge of racing on a highway.

• PAUL VIERA JR., 20, was transferred to the coun
ty jail Monday by the BSPD on charges of unautho
rized use of a motor vehicle and evading arrest or 
detention with a vehicle.

• JESSE ACOSTA TARIN, 45, was transferred to 
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
robbery.

• ROY LEE METCALF JR., 26, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of theft by check.

• BRIGITTE SUE FERGUSON, 21, was arrested 
Monday by DPS on a bench warrant from El Dorado 
County.

• CARL CURRIE, 29, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSO on two Coldwell County warrants for surety 
affidavit for release on a charge of aggravated kidnap
ping.

THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Fire/EMS
FRIDAY
• AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 

p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting, 

615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers 
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday 
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each 
month at8 p.m:

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Northwest Seventh Street. One person was transport
ed to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in-the area of South 
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.
. • TRAUMA was reported in the 1500 block of East 
Fourth Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• AUTOMOBILE FIRE was reported in the 200 
block of Secor^ Street.

Take note
• VICTIM SERVICES VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

BEGINS MONDAY through March 25 from 5:30 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. These individuals assist victims of 
domestic crime as well as sexual assault. Volunteers 
carry pagers and work with .law enforcement. For 
more information, call Victim Services at 263-3312.

Newell at 264-7641 or e-mail nnewell@bigspringcham- 
ber.com.

• MISS FLAMING BOMB SOCIETY, a commmiity 
service club honoring World War II in the tradition of 
the Red Hat Society, has an initial meeting noon 
Wednesday in the Hangar 25 briefing room. Light 
lunch will be served and the 
2006 calendar will be created.
Annual registration is $25, 
with proceeds to be used for 
events and projects. For more 
information, call Hangar 25 at 
264-1999.

• AARP TAX PREPARATION FREE INCOME 
TAX PREPARATION is at the Senior Center Monday 
Trom 8 a.m. until noon. The AARP program will wrap- 
up for the year April 10. Electronic filing will be avail
able. For more information on the program, contact 
Gloria Hopkins at 267-6733.

• AMERICAN LEGION 
FISH FRY begins at noon 
Saturday. Delivery is avail
able from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Food Distribution
BIG SPRING HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1986

20th REUNION needs 
addresses and contact 
information for class
mates. Call Kelly at 816- 
4540.

SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 
Wright, has free food for the area needy. 
Distribution is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 
noon every Thursday.

Saturday. Dine in or carry out available. $7 per plate. 
The legion is located at 3203 W. Highway 80. Call 263- 
2084 for more information.

• FORSAN EX-STU
DENT ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL ALL-CLASS 
REUNION is Aug. 5. 
Names, addresses and 
class years for Forsan exes 

are needed. Submit information or pictures for a 
newsletter before June 15 to Ida Lou Raney, 5216

• UNITED WAY ANNUAL MEETING is 6:30 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m. Thursday in the Dora Roberts 
Community Center. New officers and board members 
will be installed. RSVP by March 14 tp 264-5201.

Dawson Dr., Big Spring or call 432 267-2414, Jimmy 
Anderson at 432 267-6143 or Opal Stout at 325 574-2150, 
or e-mail hiraney@crcom.net.

• AN ACCOUNT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT 
CITIZENS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION for 21 month 
old Madysyn Hillger, in care of her grandmother, 
Debra Hillger. Madysyn has been diagnosed with a 
rare neurological-genetic disorder, Rett Syndrome. 
Donations will be applied to travel, medical and lodg
ing expenses. For more information, call 264-7340 or 
816-1024.

• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM IS COLLECTING 
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which 
will display memories of Big Spring over the years. 
Share your memories and your recipes. Contact the 
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

• CELEBRATE THE JOURNEY, a community wide 
memorial service, is set for noon until 12:45 p.m. 
Wednesday at Comanche Trail Lake, presented by 
Odyssey Healthcare. In the event of inclement weath- 
ef, the service will be moved to the Old Settler’s 
Pavilion. Call 263-5999 for more information.

• LIFE AFTER LOSS, presented by Home I^ospice, 
111 E. Seventh St., continues today and is scheduled 
for the next five weeks from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. each 
Monday. The workshop is free. Call 264-7599 for more 
information.

• SPRING CRAFTING creating mini spring blos
soms at the Spring City Senior Center Thursday, 
sponsored by Mountain View Lodge. Call 267-1628 to 
enroll.

• UMITED BOOTH SPACE FOR THE ANNUAL 
HEALTH FAIR, with this year’s theme, “Don’t 
Gamble on Your Health’’ is available now until Friday 
for $80. From Monday until March 31, booths are $100. 
For more information or to reserve a booth, call Nancy
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Bulletin board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edltorOblMNlngharaM.com
TODAY
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
VWEDNESDAY .

• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. CaU 268-4721.

• Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and 
Tone. CaU 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard (College Cactus Room, 1001 BirdweU Lane

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St.

THURSDAY
• Gideon International Big Spring Camp U4206O 

meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.
• Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet 

Shoppe.
• Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 BirdweU Lane. CaU 267- 
6479,

• Citizen’s Police Academy Alumni Association 
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

• American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Cedi 
263-2084 for more information.

• Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of 
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building, 
309 S. Main St.

• Big Spring Masonic Lodge No. 1340 meets at 7:30 
p.m. at 2101 Lancaster.

FRIDAY
• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 

a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Cadi 267-1037 
or 267-7281 for more information.

• AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets-at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 BirdweU 
Lane.

• Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and 
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors 
are invited.

Weather
Tonight...Partly cloudy. Not as cool. Lows in the 

lower 40s. Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday...Peully cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s. 

South winds 15 to 25 mph.
Wednesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 40s. 

South winds 15 to 20 mph.
Thursday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s. 

Northwest winds 10 to 15 mph shifting to the northeast 
in the afternoon.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 
30s.

Friday...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Cooler. Highs in the mid 
50s.

Friday night...Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent 
chance of showers and thunderstorms. Lows in the 
mid 40s.

Saturday...Mostly cloudy with a 30 percent chance of 
showers and thunderstorms. Warmer. Highs in the 
upper 60s.

Saturday night...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent 
chance of showers and thunderstorms.

Lottery
AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Cash 5 drawing 

Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 4-8-20-23-37.
Number matching five of five: 2.

AUSTIN (AP) — Results of the Texas Two Step draw
ing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 1-15-22-23. Bonus Ball: 11. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.
• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 

500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

AUSTIN (AP) — The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn 
Monday night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-0-0

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you 
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
Just a few hours commitment each month. To volun
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call I.,aWanda 
Hamm at 263-7827. ‘

• CHRIST’S COMMUNI’TY CHURCH is looking for 
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call 
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.
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Fire death toll rises; Jail

partly contained
By BETSY BLANEY
Associated Press Writer

BORGER — Firefighters 
claimed some progress in 
the battle against wild
fires ravaging the Texas 
Panhandle, but any good 
news was tempered by a 
rising death toll and the 
distress of evacuees 
returning to charred 
homes.

Authorities said
Monday they had begun 
to contain some of the 
wind-blown fires that 
burned more than 1,000 
square miles across the 
Panhandle and South 
Plains since Sunday..

The fires are blamed for 
11 deaths, nine firefighter 
injuries and the destruc
tion of numerous struc
tures. Flare-ups near 
Pampa late Monday after
noon raised the alert for 
possible activity
overnight.

Fire evacuee Jennifer 
Grand returned Monday 
to find her double-wide 
mobile home in the com
munity of Texroy burned 
to the ground.

“1 just started crying," 
said Grand, 27, who lives 
with her husband, 
Shannon, about 40 miles 
northeast of Amarillo. 
“You hear all the time 
that people think it will 
never happen to you. 1 
never thought I’d say that 
myself."

After a deadly Sunday

in which four people died 
in a crash on a smoke- 
shrouded highway and 
three people died in fires 
near Borger, the 
Department of Public 
Safety late Monday attrib
uted four more deaths to 
the fires.

The Sunday crash vic
tims were identified as 
Susan Louise
Schumacher, 49;
Lawrence Schumacher, 
56; Alexis Burroughs, 14, 
all of Grove, Gkla., and 
Karen Lachelle DeWeese, 
46, of Wagoner, Gkla.

The names of the 
Borger-area victims had 
not been released. Two 
died while trying to 
escape a fire that 
destroyed a home.

“That fire just engulfed 
(the home), trapped them 
in there,” said Don Rice, 
a photographer who vol
unteers with the 
Hutchinson County 
Emergency Gperations 
Center. “It was fast, fast 
moving.”

Trooper Daniel
Hawthorne said the four 
bodies found late Monday 
were discovered near a 
car in a ravine north of 
Miami in Roberts County. 
Authorities were investi
gating the deaths, but 
Hawthorne said they 
appeared to result from a 
large grass fire in Roberts 
County.

Firefighters battled sev-

Parents file complaint 
over moment of silence 
in state’s public schools

DALLAS (AP) — A 
North Texas couple has 
filed a complaint in feder- 
. district court charging 
i Si ic’s mandated 

moment of silence in pub
lic schools is unconstitu
tional.

David and Shannon 
Croft say in the complaint 
that one of their children 
was told by an elemen
tary school teacher to 
keep quiet because the 
minute is a “time for 
prayer.”

The complaint filed last 
week names Gov. Rick 
Perry and the Carrollton- 
Farmers Branch
Independent School 
District, which the Croft’s 
three children attend in 
the suburbs of Dallas.

David Croft, a 37-year- 
old computer program
mer, said there is no sec
ular reason for a moment 
of silence.

“This is just a ruse to 
get prayer in school with
out calling it prayer in 
school,” he said. “Is there 
any study showing a 
moment of silence helps 
education?”

A 2003 law established 
the moment of silence. It 
allows children to 
“reflect, pray, meditate or 
engage in any other silent

ISO
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days.
Howard College incum

bents Harold Davis 
(District 3) and Don 
McKinney (District 4), 
appear to be coasting to 
new six-year terms on the 
board.

At Big SfSting ISD, 
board members Maria 
Padilla (District 2) and 
Tony Kennedy (District 4) 
have no announced oppo
sition, said James 
McFarland, assistant 
business manager.

ether area school dis
tricts and their 
annoqnced candidates 
include;

• Forsan ISD — 
Incumbents Lewis Boeker 
and Misty Rhoten are the
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and still, there are more 
people in Jail today than 
there has ever been,” said 
Julian. “The cost of keep
ing inmates out of 
Howard County could go 
up. If he (the sheriff) has 
5,000 warrants out there 
to serve and he runs a 
warrant sweep, they 
could fill this jail.”

In the end, according to 
Julian, the tight 
restraints on space have 
an influence on how local 
law enforcement can 
operate.

“You’re hamstringing 
your local law enforce
ment,” said Julian. 
“You’re limiting what 
they can do by not having 
adequate space in your 
jail. 1 think it’s something 
all of you can look at and 
put a pencil to... It just 
goes to reason that the jail 
is going to be full at 96 
beds.”

And while the jail popu
lation has seen a decrease 
thanks to the implement 
of a new pre-trial bonding 
program, Julian said it’s 
not a long-term solution.

“Some folks that are 
there, you just can’t let 
out. The courts, working 
together, can create some

additional space, but 
there’s only a limited 
amount,” said Julian. “If 
you take them through 
the court time after time, 
what good is it g^ng to do 
you to let them o\it if you 
know they aren’t going to 
pay or report? It’s a good 
process, but it only helps 
to an extent.”

Julian did deliver some 
good news for the county 
during the meeting, offer
ing to extend at least one 
variance in retium for a 
solid game plan from the 
commissioners.

“The county was grant
ed a six-bed variance 
some years ago to be set 
aside for federal prison
ers,” said Julian. “If the 
commissioners can agree 
to build a new jail facility 
and to have plans for the 
facility ready within the 
year, the commission is 
willing to extend that 
variance.”

Local resident Frank 
Parker, who along with a 
number of other county 
residents was in atten
dance Monday, asked 
Julian how a 144-bed facil
ity made fiscal sense 
when — by his calcula
tions — housing inmates 
out of county i? cheaper 
than building a new jail 
facility.

“We can send them to

Dickens County and other 
counties right now cheap
er than we’re going to be 
able to house them in this 
jail,” said Parker, point
ing to a set of preliminary 
plans. “They are at $37 or 
something like that. That 
one (pointing to plans for 
144-bed facility) is going 
to cost $80 to $90 a day, 
including debt service 
and electricity.”

Julian didn’t agree with 
Parker’s assessment of 
the costs, adding that the 
overall availability of 
beds in out-of-county 
facilities is anything but 
a sure thing.

“I don’t believe that to 
be true,” said Julian 
sternly. “I don’t know 
why Dicke$.> County has
n’t already filled up with 
everyone that has the 
numbers that you have. I 
can’t see anyone building 
S jail at all if it’s cheaper 
to just keep the inmates 
there. However, what’s 
going to happen is they 
are going to fill up and 
then they are going to go 
up on your rates.”

Sheriff Dale Walker con
firmed Julian’s predic
tion.

“We have had an occa
sion where Dickens 
County is full,” said 
Walker. “We’re not guar
anteed a certain number

of beds. We do them on 
availability. We have had 
that occur Just last year, 
where we didn’t have 
anywhere to put any
body.”

Consideration of a new 
jail facility began more 
than a year ago when 
Howard County commis
sioners identified jail 
overcrowding and non- 
compliance with state jail 
laws as an ongoing and 
long-term problem.

Commissioners tabled 
the Jail issue in July 2005 
— following several meet
ings with Furqueron and 
Project consultant
Edward Spooner, justice 
director for the HGK 
Group — to concentrate 
on the county’s budget 
and tax rate.

Discussions remained 
closed for several months, 
having reopened follow
ing a recent meeting 
between commissioners 
and TCJS officials that 
left the county with 90 
days to present the com
mission with a detailed 
plan for correcting the 
items currently out of 
compliance.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

activities” for one minute 
after the American and 
Texas pledges at the 
beginning of each school 
day.

Perry spokeswoman 
Kathy Walt said children 
can use the minute as 
they wish.

“If the student wants to 
review mentally to get 
ready for a test or pray 
silently, they can,” she 
said. “The law does not 
set it up specifically as a 
moment for prayer.”

A school district spokes
woman declined comment 
because the district had 
not received a copy of the 
complaint.

Dean Cook, a lawyer for 
the Crofts, said a prece
dent was established 
when the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in 1985 that a 
moment of silence in 
Alabama public schools 
was unconstitutional. He 
said the moment violates 
the establishment clause 
and church-state separa
tion.

"This is an issue of try
ing to impose religion,” 
he said. “There’s nothing 
stopping students from 
silently praying during 
the day, so there’s no 
need for this accommoda
tion.”

ENERGY
Continued from Page lA

$5.6 million over the 
course of 15 years 
through the energy sav
ings expected to be gener
ated.

“An automated system 
would allov/ you to con
trol temperatures at the 
city’s major buildings, 
which includes city hall, 
the theater, Polly Mays 
Annex and the Dora 
Roberts Community 
Center,” said Nobles. 
“The lighting in virtually 
every city building would 
be upgraded. Also, the 
traffic signals the city 
controls would be 
changed over from the 
incandescent bulbs to 
LED lighting, which is 
what TxDGT is now 
using. There would also 
be a number of changes 
in your water fixtures, 
changing them to low- 
flow devices, making sure 
they are all up to code.”

Nobles said the use of 
the automated meter 
reading system would 
also eliminate the need 
for two city employees, a 
point council member 
Gloria McDonald was 
quick to point out would 
not end with employees 
losing their jobs.

“I just want to make 
sure it’s understood that 
these positions will be 
moved to another depart
ment,” said McDonald. 
“No one is going to lose 
their job as a result of 
this.”

The council gave the go 
ahead for the audit -  
which is designed to 
determine if a city can 
benefit from the program

— in November.
And while the project 

may seem too good to be 
true. Public Works 
Director Todd Darden 
said the upgrades made to 
the city’s water system 
may leave some cus
tomers less than pleased
— at least at first.

“I’ve talked with cities 
that have put this type of 
system in, and they said 
the only complaint they 
get is from people whose 
meters weren’t being read 
or weren’t reporting cor
rectly, and now they have 
to pay for what they are 
actually using,” said 
Darden. “However, in the 
end their bills will aver
age out and be more 
steady because they will 
be read every time.”

Mayor Russ McEwen 
said he’s excited with the 
project and what it could 
mean for the city.

“It’s great to be able to 
go into things we need to 
do in the city of Big 
Spring and not have to go 
back to the taxpayers and 
tell them they have to 
fund it,” said McEwen. 
“We’re going to be able to 
fund these projects 
through savings and 
increase revenues that we 
should have been collect
ing.

“Some of the main pro
jects include upgrades to 
the lighting,” said 
McEwen. “We’re also 
looking at upgrading 
heating and air condition
ing and having central 
controls for those that are 
all energy efficient. We 
would also be replacing 
all of the water meters 
that are obsolete with the 
new meters, and have 
them on a radio-control 
type reading system so

only candidates who filed 
for the election, officials 
said.

• Stanton ISD — 
Incumbents Pinky Jones, 
Danny Ireton and Ramiro 
Reyes have filed for re- 
election.

• Glasscock ISD —
Incumbents Carl
Hoelscher, Andy Wheeler 
and, Douglas Schaefer 
have filed for the election.

• Sands CISD — 
Incumbents Tommy 
Staggs, Steve Blagrave 
and Amy Parker are the 
only candidates for elec
tion.

• Grady ISD — 
Incumbents Roy Cooper 
and Jody Yates have filed 
for re-election.

If no challengers file, 
school districts likely will 
cancel their May 13 elec
tions.

CITY
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the Coahoma City 
Council. Incumbents 
Ronnie Dodson and 
Paulette Lindsey will be
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you don’t have to read 
them individually.”

In the end, McEwen 
said he believes the pro
ject could help the city 
accomplish severed long
term goals that have elud
ed the city in the past due 
to cost.

“You’re going to have a 
more efficient city gov
ernment, and at no cost to 
the taxpayers,” said 
McEwen. “That’s really, 
the beauty of the project. 
Someone who is out there 
and says, ‘So what, you’re 
going to upgrade your 
lighting,’ the'so what’ is 
in the energy efficiency.

“If we tried to do this by 
ourselves, without this 
particular program, then 
we have the funding ques
tion. And it’s hard to 
come up with the dollars. 
Through this Siemens 
project, they are going to 
be able to fund those pro

jects, and they are also 
guaranteeing the savings. 
They are telling us what 
the savings are and how 
we can pay for it, and 
they are taking it a step 
further and guaranteeing 
the savings.”

The council is expected 
to hear the first reading 
of a resolution au*̂  ̂
ing the mayo:  ̂ execute 
a perf.jimance contract
ing agreement with 
Siemens Technology dur
ing this evening’s city 
council meeting. The 
meeting will get under 
way at 5:30 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 
located at 307 E. Fourth 
Street.

Almas.
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Fred Castillo, Sr., 59, 
died Sunday. Funeral 
Mass was as 11:00 AM 
Tuesday at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park.

joined on the ballot by 
newcomer Dan
Shelburne, officials said.

Attempts to contact 
Forsan City officials for 
information concerning 
the election were unsuc
cessful as of mid-morn
ing.
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Our V iews

Norton didn’t
see both sides
of the picture

She was, according to President Bush, “a 
strong advocate for the wise use and protec
tion of our nation’s natural resources.” The 
Natural Resources Defense Council, by con

trast, said she had led “an unprecedented assault on 
the very lands the Interior Department is charged to 
protect.” The pro-business Partnership for the West 
said her tenure had been “very strong.” The 
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance gave her “two 
thumbs down.”

Given that range of assessments, the truest thing 
that can be said about Gale A. Norton, who resigned 
last week as interior secretary — a job that gave her 
oversight of national parks, federal lands, and the 
Indian tribes, oil producers and hikers who use 
them — is that she did not manage to bridge the 
deep gap between the mining and drilling compa
nies that view America’s federal lands as an 
untapped source of mineral resources and the envi
ronmentalists who see them as pristine wilderness 
that must be preserved for future generations. 
During her tenure these bitterly opposed con
stituencies fought about whether roads could be 
built across empty swaths of Utah; whether there 
could be oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge; whether snowmobiles could be driven 
across national parkland in the winter; and whether 
logging companies would have easier access to fed
eral forests.

On none of these issues did the secretary success
fully broker a compromise. Down the line, she 
chose to support the business argument. She gave 
out more permits to drill and mine on federal lands, 
effectively placed more federal lands in line for 
development, and came down, not unexpectedly, on 
the side of the snowmobilers. Not all of these deci
sions were wrong: In a meeting with Post editors 
last year, she made a persuasive case for the fact 
that not all federal lands are scenic, pristine or oth
erwise environmentally significant — and there is a 
great national need for oil and gas. Nevertheless, 
she made little attempt to create a broader con
stituency for her policies, little attempt to see both 
sides of the picture. She leaves behind even more 
bitterness and division than she inherited.

Your  V iews

Going the extra mile
To THE E d it o r :
I am writing in refer

ence to Susanne Reed, 
publisher for the Herald.

I live in Florida and 
am planning a move to 
Big Spring within the 
next six months. I had 
left a note on a message 
board and the very first 
response I got was from 
Susanne.

She offered me informa
tion on many things 
there, and even included 
a complimentary online 
subscription so I could 
continue to watch the 
happenings of Big
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Concerning the wisdom of Solomon

Debra

Saunders

aw schools that challenged 
M  the Solomon AmenAnent, 
m  a federal law passed in

1994 that eliminates federal 
funding to imiversities that deny 
equal access to mill- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
tary recruiters, tried 
to hide behind noble 
motives. The Forum 
for Academic and 
Institutional Rights, 
for example, 
claimed that its sup
port of academic 
freedom and nondis
crimination 
required law schools 
ito bar military 
recruiters from cam
pus because of the 
military’s discriminatory ‘don’t 

'^ask, don’t tell’ policy on gays.
This week, the U.S. Supreme 

Court rejected the lawsuit unani
mously. As the opinion written by 
Chief Justice John Roberts noted, 
the Solomon Amendment doesn’t, 
in any way, limit universities’ 
rights to protest ‘don’t ask, don’t 
tell.’ If universities cannot abide 
by the policy, Roberts wrote, they 
are ‘free to decline the federal 
funds.’

But you see, this lawsuit was all 
about letting academia have it 
both ways. Clearly the law-school 
litigants believe they have a con
stitutional right to thumb their 
nose at military policies, while 
burning through tax dollars paid 

, by voters who, as a rule, hold 
those who serve in the military in 
high esteem — and no doubt 
respect soldiers more than they 
respect lawyers.

It’s so, well, lawyer-like for acad-

—T h e  W a sh in g to n  P ost

emics to surgue that they have 
deeply held convictions — but that 
doesn’t mean they should have to 
pay any consequences for them.

Besides, where is the academic 
fieedom in barring recruiters 
from campus? Freedom should 
mean that military recruiters have 
their platform. Students are to 
enlist, if they so choose, or not 
enlist if they do not. Critics are 
free to protest against Pentagon 
practices. It’s called a free 
exchange of ideas.

(This may be a good place to 
mention that I think ‘don’t ask, 
don’t tell’ is a foolish policy. I 
believe the military should wel
come gays, that it is wrong-headed 
to assume gay officers will misbe
have and that existing rules can 
address any wrongful actions of 
any gay or straight officers or 
enlistees.)

Think about it. If the Bushies 
wanted to bar Muslim recruiting 
on campus, academics would be 
hollering — despite Islam’s hostili
ty toward homosexuality. The big 
dif here is that fellow academics 
have decided who cannot speak 
freely on campus.

Pentagon rules discriminate 
against women by barring all 
women from serving in certain 
combat positions. I wondered: If 
ivory-tower elites truly oppose dis
crimination, why didn’t they chal
lenge the Solomon Amendment on 
military policies that discriminate 
against all women?

Plaintiff Michael Rooke-Ley, a 
law prof at Santa Clara 
University, answered that military 
recruiters will interview females, 
but they won’t interview gay stu
dents. I reply that the military

will interview gay law students 
who don’t announce that they are 
homosexual. Rooke-Ley believes 
no institution should expect appli
cants to deny a fundamental fact 
about themselves. You can’t a r^ e  
that it is acceptable to discrimi
nate against Jews because some
one can deny being Jewish, he 
said. The same goes for homosexu
ality.

Rooke-Ley sees the lawsuit as a 
way to fight ‘hypocrisy on cam
pus’ — that law schools can’t 
preach against discrimination, 
then allow recruiters that discrim
inate.

I see the suit itself as the height 
of hypocrisy. In a truly free acade
mic environment, students would 
accept the presence of those with 
whom they disagree, while exer
cising their right to speak against 
them. In barring the military, law 
students and faculty are working 
to marginalize not only recruits, 
but also any students who support 
military policy. It’s not enough to 
protest recruiters. Only a solid 
ban will do to let students interest
ed in military service understand 
that, in the university, they are 
the freaks.

They don’t care that, to the 
extent that this is a free country, 
you can thank the military.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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•  G EO R G E W . BUSH
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Austin, 78711 
Phone: (512) 463-2000

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

264-3635.

• JO H N  C O R N YN
U.S. Senator 
Washington, DC 20510- 
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator 
703 Hart Office Building 
Washington, 20510  
Phone: 202-224-5922

• R A N D Y N EU G EB A U ER
U.S. Representative (19th 
Cong. District)
1510 Scurry 
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722

•  PETE LAN EY
State Representative 
Texas 85th District 
P.O. Box 2910  
Austin, 78768  
Phone: (512) 463-0604

• R ICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1 
P.O. Box 12428

•K EL SELIG ER
State Senator 
401 Austin, suite 101 
Big Spring, 79720  
(432) 268-9909

Russ M cEw en , M ayor —  
Home: 263-0907; Work 
(Russ McEwen Insurance): 
267-1413.

G reg B idoison —  Home: 
267-6009; Work (Greg’s 
Grill): 267-7121.

W .A. “W oody" J umper —  
Home: 263-0782; Work 
(BSSH): 267-8216.

S tephanie Horton —  
Home: 264-0306; Work (VA  
Medical Center): 263-7361..

J oA nn Staulcup —  Home: 
263-4980.

G loria M c Donald —  
Home: 263-4835.

J oann K nox —  Home: 
816-9083; Work (BSISD):

H O W A R D  C O U N TY  
C O M M IS S IO N E R S

O ffice —  264-2200.

Ben Lockhart, C ounty 
Judge —  Home: 263-4155; 
Office: 264-2202

EmmAvB rown —  Home: 
267-2649.

J erry K ilgore —  263- 
0724; Work (Jerry's 
Barbers): 267-5471.

B ill C rooker —  Home: 
263-2566.

G ary S imer —  Home: 263- 
0269; Work (Ponderosa 
Nursery): 263-4441.

‘Reasonable’ is w hatever he says

Spring.
1 just wanted to say 

how much I appreciate 
what she has done and 
how much it means to 
know that you have peo
ple like Susanne there.

I feel I made a good 
move on planning to 
come to Big Spring, and 
after all the help from 
Susanne, I know I made 
the right choice.

Hats off to Susanne for 
going that extra mile to 
an out-of-stater.

'Thank You Susanne.
E v a n  M a r t in  

B r a d e n t o n , F l a ;

Th« Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions. 
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us:
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By eHTtaN Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editorObIgeprIngherald.oom or News Editor Bill McClellan

Bbigapr1ngherald.oom.
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

 ̂ enate Republicans should 
' be embarrassed about the 
ludicrous proposal they’re 
selling as a compromise 

with the White House to give their 
seal of approval for the first time 
to warrantless spying on 
American soil. The deal they’ve 
cut is intended to solidify the pres
ident’s legal position on what he’s 
done in the past, while providing 
what amounts to a fig leafs worth 
of protection for the future.

The executive is allowed to 
eavesdrop for 45 days where one 
party is outside the United States 
without getting a warrant. Better 
yet, it gets to renew those 45-day 
periods indefinitely. It’s supposed 
to have probable cause for believ
ing one party is working in sup
port of a terrorist organization, 
but no one ever has to review 
that. If this sounds pretty much 
like just what they’ve been doing, 
you’re right. That’s the whole 
idea.

Of course, this is not the summa
ry you’ll hear from the 
Republicans. 'They’ll emphasize 
the fact that the statute provides 
that after 45 days, the attorney 
general is required to stop eaves
dropping or to go to the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Ckiurt 
(remember FISA?) or explain to 
TWO new subcommittees of 
(Congress (don’t laugh now, we’re 
talking top-top secret stuff, pre
sumably) why he hasn’t. But as all 
the experts have pointed out, it 
also allows the attorney general to 
keep renewing the 45-day period, 
which is the easiest alternative in 
that group.

In fairness, this is the fault of 
the White House more than the 
senators. According to Sen. Pat 
Roberts, the Kansas Republican

S usan

Estrich

who is chairman of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, the White 
House was “resistant” to the sena
tors’ proposals for regulation. 
“They firmly believed they have 
the constitutional authority.”

It’s back to Attorney General 
Gonzales, and his non-answer 
answers to the questions of what 

limits presidential 
authority to conduct 
wiretapping. This is 
the real answer, in 

' black-and-white.
In insisting on 

authority to conduct 
searches without war
rants, the president is 
doing more than hold
ing his ground in a 
legislative battle. He

_________ is staking out consti-
tutional turf in the 

fight about the powers of the pres
ident.

Here, what is at stake is nothing 
less than the Fourth Amendment. 
As it has long been understood, 
the Fourth Amendment’s most 
basic protection against unreason
able seau'ches and seizures is the 
disinterested magistrate, who 
issues a warrant. Much of the 
caseload of a course in criminal 
procedure, which I taught for 
many years, is devoted to the 
judge-made law of when excep
tions will be granted from this 
requirement.

'The president’s approach, adopt
ed here by Congress, renders that 
entire exercise a relic which 
becomes simply inapplicable to 
the broad area of searches that are 
terrorist-related activity, where 
unitary power would seem to 
henceforth lie in the executive. He 
decides what counts as probable 
cause, he decides he has it, he exe
cutes the search. What’s “reason

able” is whatever he says.
This is no small category, even 

in its narrowest conception. The 
statute speaks in terms of conver
sations in which “one party is ... 
working in support of a terrorist 
group or organization.” As the def
initions of terrorist organizations 
and terrorists expand to include 
Arab charities, Muslim newslet
ters and controversial speakers, so 
does the area of discretion. If you 
speak to a controversial speaker, 
you’re in the net.

Moreover, the government’s the
ory is not limited to eavesdrop
ping. If the president in times of 
war defines reasonableness for 
purposes of the Fourth 
Amendment’s protections of 
search and seizure, why not the 
fairness of a trial, the process that 
is due, the protection from tor
ture? In fact, the administration 
has been asserting power in all of 
those areas, and questions as to 
the power of the executive, as well 
as the role of Congress, will all 
end up in the Supreme Court.

By legislatively endorsing the 
presidential prerogative here, 
what the Senate Republicans 
would have Congres.® do is add 
positive law as justification for a 

' result that, while it will technical
ly only apply prospectively to 
defined cases, will almost certain
ly be understood as endorsing 
both past practice in this area and 
future expansions in others.

To find out more about Susan 
Estrich, and read features by other 
'Creators Syndicate writers and car
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre
ators.com.
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Under guise of love, statutory rape can steal innocence
By KIBRET MARKOS
KRT

HACKENSACK. N.J. - 
Jennifer Santangelo of 
Lyndhurst, N.J., was 
walking home from 
school one day. wearing 
her blue and white uni
form. when a 31-year-old 
man said hello and began 
chatting with her.

He was nice, she said. 
He gave her a box of pens 
and offered to let her into 
his nightclub for free, she 
said, if she handed out 
fliers for him.

Santangelo, then an 
eighth>grader at Sacred 
Hehrt School, had never 
been in a nightclub 
before. So she gave out 
some fliers in the coming 
days, threw out the rest 
and showed up at the 
club. The man let her in, 
she said.

The two exchanged 
phone numbers, began 
meeting frequently and 
soon were in a relation
ship that Santangelo said 
ended in 2004, a few 
months after her 18th 
birthday. She went to the 
police several months 
later.

Their secret love affair 
involved sex about twice 
a week, Santangelo told 
detectives in a sworn 
statement. She said the 
relationship was punctu
ated by five pregnancies 
— four abortions, one 
miscarriage — and, later 
on, countless fight§ that 
led to a hostile breakup.

Joseph Picolli, 38, of 
Rutherford, N.J., was 
arrested and later indict
ed on charges of having a 
sexual relationship with 
an underage girl. The 
indictment also charges 
him with having sex with 
a friend of Santangelo’s 
when she, too, was 13. He 
faces up to 10 years in 
prison if convicted at a 
trial that is scheduled to 
begin April 17.

Santangelo, now 20,. is 
on probation for drug pos
session, a habit she 
blames on her troubled 
adolescence. Her relation
ship with her family is 
strained, if not shattered.

Although she believes 
she once loved Picolli, she 
said she feels used and 
betrayed.

“I wish I’d never met 
him,” she said. “He took 
me from an innocent 13- 
year-old into what I am 
today. I was still playing 
with dolls at 13. He totally 
had me brainwashed. I 
was in his web and I 
couldn’t get out.”

The Record ordinarily 
withholds the identities of 
alleged sex crime victims. 
In this case, however, 
Santangelo agreed to an 
on-the-record interview.

"What I had to go 
through, I don’t want that 
to happen to another 
girl,” she said.

The crime Picolli stands 
accused of is more com
monly known as statutory 
rape, a “consensual” rela
tionship between an adult 
and a child under the age 
of consent.

Although many studies 
show that teens are hav
ing sex at a younger age 
than before — often with 
older men — authorities 
say such cases are rarely 
reported because the rela
tionships usually don’t 
involve force or coercion'.

“They come to our 
attention only when 
someone is bragging 
about their relationship 
or the parents find out 
about it, or a hospital 
calls us when a teenager

Tuesday  
Senior Buffet 
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Jennifer Santangelo, 20, l» photographed In court at the 
sexual assault trial of Joseph Picolli, 38, In Hackensack, 
N.J. Santangelo had a sexual relationship with Picolli start
ing when she was 13-years-old.
is delivering a baby,” emotional and sexual mis-
Baglivi said. “Otherwise, match.”
these kids are not coming Statutory rape is at least
forward on their own.” 

Most states, including 
New Jersey, allow 13- to 
16-year-olds to have sex 
with partners less than 
four years older. Perhaps 
in an attempt not to inter
fere with high-school dat
ing, the law allows a 17- 
year-old boy, for instance, 
to have sex with a 13-year- 
old girl, in effect, condon
ing the younger teen’s 
exposure to sex.

However, the same 
activity, if conducted a 
day after the male’s 18th 
birthday, becomes a sec
ond-degree crime that car
ries a prison term of up to 
10 years, lifelong parole 
under Megan’s Law and 
civil liability for personal 
injury.

Such a distinction is not 
meant to protect teens 
from sex. but, rather, 
from exploitative sexual 
relationships with older 
partners, legal scholars 
say. What the law does, 
they say, is enforce soci
etal norms condemning 
sexual relations where 
the age disparity is, as 
one put it, “just not 
right.”

“It’s the law’s way of 
saying. ‘Pick someone 
your size’,” said Michelle 
Oberman, a law professor 
at Santa Clara University 
in Santa Clara, Calif., 
who has written exten
sively on statutory rape 
laws.

Prosecutors sometimes 
refrain from aggressive 
enforcement, saying the 
law could subject unde
serving defendants, a 20- 
year-old college sopho
more, for instance, who 
went to bed with a 15- 
year-old girl thinking she 
was a year older, to harsh 
punishment.

“I don’t think' the law 
was intended for such 
defendants,” Baglivi said.

Prosecutors prefer to 
r-‘’Solve such cases 
through plea agreements, 
offering deals with no jail 
tim e when the age dispar
ity is not that great and 
th ^  defendant doesn’t 
seem predatory.

“Sometimes we don’t 
even charge in such 
cases.” said Del Russo. “If 
we do charge, our plea 
offers are going to be 
benevolent.’’

In the case of older 
defendants, however, the 
pick-someone-your-size 
rule kicks in.

“When the defendants 
are in their 30s and 40s, 
that almost always entails 
a prison term,” Baglivi 
said.

Del Russo agrees. 
“Depending on the qual

ity of proof, that would be 
dealt with harshly.” he 
said. “I think there is a 
consensus that with older 
partner's, there is clearly 
a mismatch, a social.

as old as 1275, when com
mon law in England out
lawed sex with anyone 
younger than 12. At dif
ferent times in subse
quent centuries, the age 
of consent in America 
fluctuated from 10 to 21.

When the New Jersey 
criminal code was drafted 
in the late 1970s, some 
proposed 13 as the age of 
consent. Public senti
ment, however, was resis
tant.

“The people ... were 
shocked by the fact that 
the criminal code allowed 
women to consent to sex
ual activity at the age of 
13,” reads a note in the 
state criminal code 
explaining the law’s histo
ry.

A balance was then 
struck, setting the bar at 
16 but also allowing 13- to 
16-year-olds to be sexually 
involved with a partner 
less than four years older. 
More than half of the 
states today have settled 
on 16 as thq age of con
sent.

“Virtually every com-- 
munity on the planet has 
the notion that a certain 
portion of the population 
must be off limits to sexu
al acti'. ity, under the 
premise that they are not 
capable of making deci
sions about sexual con
duct,” Oberman said.

Younger partners can be 
extremely traumatized, 
some experts say.

“Any time you have this 
kind of relationship, you 
are always going to find 
damage to victims,” said 
William Plantier, director 
of the state Department of 
Corrections’ division of 
operations.

“It could be fear of men, 
lack of trust for adults or 
inability to enjoy normal 
sexual relationships,” 
said Plantier, who for 10 
years administered the 
Adult Diagnostic and 
Treatment Center, the 
state’s prison for sex 
offenders.

Paul Robinson, a profes
sor at the University of 
Pennsylvania and a lead
ing criminal law scholar, 
agreed.

“A 13-year-old may well 
believe»the older partner 
is in love with her, not 
knowing he is only inter
ested in sex,” he said. 
“When she realizes after
ward that she had been 
used and manipulated, 
that discovery itself can 
be very damaging.”

Others say that is not 
always true.

Matthew Koso of 
Nebraska was 21 when he 
began a relationship with 
a 13-year-old girl. She 
gave birth to a baby girl 
last year, a few months 
after the couple was mar
ried in Kansas. Jn a case 
that drew national atten-
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tlon, Koso was charged 
with aggravated, sexual 
assault and pleaded guilty 
late last year.

At his sentencing last 
month, Koso’s wife 
implored the judge to set 
her husband fTee.

“1 don’t understand 
what this (punishment) is 
supposed to do,” said 
Crystal Koso, now 15.

The judge sentenced 
him to 18 to 30 months in 
prison.

Conversely, Superior 
Court Judge Bruce Gaeta 
in Hackensack, N.J., said 
he saw no serious hanm 
in the relationship 
between a former Clifton, 
N.J., school teacher and a 
13-year old boy, describ
ing it as “just something 
between two people that 
clicked beyond the stu
dent-teacher relation
ship.” He sentenced the 
teacher, 40-year-old 
Pamela Diehl-Moore, to 
probation.

The judge’s remarks 
ignited such public 
uproar that the sentence 
was reversed and Diehl- 
Moore was given three 
years in prison. Gaeta, 
meanwhile, was reas
signed to another bench.

But the judge wasn’t 
without supporters.

“This is a crime only 
because the law presumes 
that a 13-year-old cannot 
consent to sexual rela

tions. Isn’t that a legal 
contradiction here?” 
attorney'  George
Orthmann of Ridgewood, 
N.J., wrote in a letter to 
the editor after the 
September 2002 sentenc
ing. “On other questions 
of great human conse
quence, custody, for 
example, the wishes of 13- 
year-olds are given great 
weight.”

Statutory rape laws 
were meant centuries ago 
to protect the virginity of 
girls to ensure their 
chances of marrying 
decent husbands. After 
several evolutions, the 
same laws are now cited, 
in part, as a weapon to 
combat teen pregnancy 
and reduce the number of 
unwed young mothers 
surviving on welfare.

A 1981 U.S. Supreme 
Court decision upholding 
California’s statutory 
rape laws noted that “the 
prevention of illegitimate 
pregnancy is at least one 
of the purposes of the 
statute.”

More recently, a major 
welfare reform law adopt
ed by Congress in 1996 
declared, “States and 
local jurisdictions should 
aggressively enforce 
statutory rape laws.” The 
law also mandates that 
the U.S. Justice 
Department study “the 
linkage between statutory

rape and teenage pregnan
cy, particularly by preda
tory older men commit
ting repeat offenses.”

Several experts doubt 
that statutory rape laws 
meet their stated goals.

“These laws have little 
to do with the problem of 
teen pregnancy,” said 
Oberman, of Santa Clara 
University. “1 think the 
laws work best simply as 
protectors of vulnerable 
population's.”

Picolli, who now works 
as a barber, is married 
with a child. He and his 
attorney, John Bruno, 
would not discuss the 
case.

“Regardless of the out
come, there will be no 
winners,” the lawyer 
said. “This is a very sad 
case for both sides. My 
client’s reputation in the 
community is already 
ruined.”

Santangelo said she has 
remained drug-free for 
more than six months. 
She attends psychological 
counseling once a month.

“My life is on hold until 
this is over." she said.

After that, she said, 
she’s going away to col
lege.

“My friends are disgust
ed with my experience. 1 
just want to go someplace 
where no one knows me 
and start afresh. 
Somewhere far."
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Since I work, I talk 
to women who 
work. The thing we 
worry about most is that 
We don’t seem to get our 

housework caught up.
This weekend I did 

about six or seven loads 
of laundry. I don’t know 
how many Ron did. He 
did a few as well.

I’ve read the cute e- 
mails that encourage 
women not to worry 
about cooking and clean
ing.

That’s all nice in theo
ry, but when I start need
ing scuba diving gear to 
And my kitchen, 1 know 
something has to happen.

I’m much better than I 
once was. I don’t clean

with toothpicks, tooth
brushes or Q-tips any
more. But, 1 
can’t just let 
it go.

A f t e r  
work, it’s 
taxi time. 
Picking up 
here, drop
ping off
there, run
ning over 
hill and
t r e k k i n g  
over dell.

I ~  ■

C h r is t y

A l t o n

Once at home, 1 literally 
feel like dropping into the 
sofa.

But, there are the piles. 
Laundry and dishes and 
unmade beds. Shoes and 
clothing and homework.

too. Even with help, it 
seems overwhelming.

Sometimes, it’s not so 
bad. I’ll pick up after 
myself and the kids will 
make their beds before 
school.

Usually, however, we 
are in such a mad rush 
that clothes, sneakers and 
papers are flying while 
we attempt getting into 
the car for a 7:30 a.m. car- 
pool time.

Meals can be a chal 
lenge. Takeout is tempt
ing and sometimes a 
necessity, but everytime I 
go that route, I end up 
feeling guilty.
-1 feel like I’ve just 

thrown my money away.
I’ve started using my

(m^kpot more and more. 
T t’s nice to know we’ll 

arrive at home and food 
will be ready.

Another thing about 
cooking is that the 
counter has to be clean.

It is so weird, but 1 have 
a difficult time preparing 
meals if I see unwashed 
dishes.

A messy environment 
puts me in a fowl disposi
tion.

What kind of response a 
person gets to any situa
tion depends on the con
dition of the dining room 
table.

Before asking for a 
favor, it’s always a good 
idea to check out how 
many dishes are in the

sink.
Lots of dishes? Don’t 

expect a favorable 
response.

Unmade beds? No can 
do...whatever the request 
may be.

Piles of dirty clothes? 
Family’s totally out of 
luck.

I have a cardinal rule: I 
can’t go out of town if my 
house is a wreck.

J refuse to get in the car 
until everything in the 
house is in order. On the 
weekends, I won’t go to 
the superstore until all 
items are picked up.

It has sometimes been 3 
in the afternoon before 
we got to poke our heads 
outside the door.

It’s hard to squeeze 
everything in when a job 
is thrown into the mix.

I’m not where the for
warded e-mails tell me I 
should be.

I can’t ‘let it all go and 
enjoy life’ unless my 
spaces are uncluttered.

Until I Agure out how to 
get to that point. I’ll be 
donning my oxygen tank, 
putting on my fins and 
swimming through the 
maze called housework.

I know I won’t be alone.

Christy Alton is married to 
her park ranger, Ron and 
they have two children.. She 
is a full-time student and 
now works as a tutor for a 
local elementary school.

_______ ^oop________
fter a stop for coffee in Sterling 
City, the Department of Public

•5 *

one officer

A^  J L  Safety officers drove north to 
patrol the lonely, dark stretch of road to 
Big Spring.

When they were nearly five miles 
from town, their headlights illuminated 
a car parked in the grass beside the 
road.

Nearing the vehicle, 
relayed the license num
ber while the other 
pemked behind the faded 
Camero. It appeared the 
only occupant of the car 
was the driver, who had 
slumped forward on to 
the steering wheel.

Leaving their cruiser, 
the DPS officers cau
tiously approached the 
car.

The first officer’s 
Aashlight wandered ,̂ 1;;;;;;;,,;,;..;;̂ ,̂  ̂
upon a young man in his 
mid-20s.

Noticing that both windows were 
down on the driver’s side, the officer 
was concerned about how unprotected 
the driver was.

Several steps behind, and on the other 
side of the car, his partner noted that 
the back window was down. As he 
reached the door and his flashlight^ 
shone on the front passenger seat, he“

Bebe

M c C asland

gasped as he quickly stepped backward. 
Hearing his partner’s voice, the first 
officer saw his reaction.

Suddenly the still night air was 
pierced with laughter.

In the front seat and looking from one 
officer to the other, a turkey vulture had 
turned apprehension into uncontrol
lable giggles.

Roused by the chuckling of the offi
cers, the young man awoke. When askt^d 
about his passenger, he told them iie 
had found the bird by the side of the 
road as he left San Antonio.

When he discovered it could not fly, he 
put it in his car rather than leave it to 
be hit. Sitting quietly beside him, the 
vulture had seemed to enjoy the ride 
and had used the Aoor mat for his drop
pings.

Since the man was obviously weary 
from his long drive, the officers sug
gested thejifollow him into town.

They also informed him that the vul
ture was state and federally protected; 
they would notify the game warden so 
as to locate the nearest rehabilitation 
facility.

When our phone rang at 10:45 p.m., we 
told the officers we could meet them in 
five minutes, since they were parked at 
the old Wal-Mart.

To see the red headed bird of prey sit
ting ,in the front seat of an automobile 
was the most comical s i tu a t^  we had

Courtasy photo
With keen eyesight and a well-developed sense of smell, the turkey vulture Is graceful In 
flight and efficient In keeping a clean environment.
had with vultures.

Assuring the young man and the offi
cers that the bird would receive care, 
and thanking all involved in the bird’s 
journey, we took this carrion-eater 
home.

After examining a wing that had an 
old break with much calcification, we 
put the vulture in a carrier in our den 
for the night.

At the other end of the house, I soon 
learned why the young man had lowered

three of four windows in his car. The 
aroma of regurgitated skunk filled the 
house.

Accustomed to being outdoors, the vul
ture spent the rest of the night outside.

Although non-releasable, the vulture 
would live to spend its days as an edu
cational specimen of nature’s method of 
recycling.

Bebe McCasland is federally and state 
licensed to rehabilitate wild birds.
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BSHS lands five to all-District 4-4A squads
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Sports Editor
Big Spring Junior Ryan 

Tannehill and senior 
Raegan Ritchey were both 
named to the District 4-4A 
basketball first team this 
season for their efforts on 
the hardwood.

The Steers also landed 
junior Scott Fankhauser 
on the second team, while 
Lady Steer senior Carmen

Davis and 
j u n i o r  
M a l l o r y  
Dunn were 
also sec
ond- t eam 
members.

Plainview T a n n e h ill  
head coach
Danny Wrenn was named 
4-4A Coach of the Year on

the girl’s side, while 
Lubbock Estacado head 
man Tim Thomas was 
voted top coach after his 
Matadors took home the 
district title.

Andrews’ Diandra 
Marquez was voted as the 
Player of the Year even 
though her Lady 
Mustangs failed to make 
the playoffs. *

The Newcomer of the

HERALD photo/Troy Hyd*
Howard College’s Scott Stephen tries to pick off a runner at first base during a recent 
game at Jack Barber Held. The Hawks split four games with Frank Phillips this week
end to begin the conference season.

Hawks split two more with 
WJCAC rival Frank Phillips
By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

BORGER -  The 
Hawks found the bats 
Saturday just in time to 
save a split in confer
ence play against Frank 
Phillips. Howard got 
just six hits at the plate 
in the first game and 
lost, 6-2, but recovered 
nicely in Game 2 with a 
30-hit, 25-run perfor
mance.

Frank Phillips scored 
two runs in the first 
inning of Game 1 to take 
the early lead and then 
added four more runs in 
the fifth inning.

Bobby Gonsoulin 
pitched 5.1 innings and 
took the loss, dropping 
to 1-3 on the season. He 
gave up six earned runs 
on 10 hits and walked 
three.

Sophomore Daman 
Aaron continued to 
swing a hot bat as he 
went two-for-two with 
two RBIs and one run. 
Both RBIs came off a 
home run.

Aaron would not be 
the only star at the plate 
in the second game, but 
the sophomore did 
enough damage to beat 
Frank Phillips himself 
quite possibly.

The Hawks got down 9- 
0 after one inning in 
Game 2, but recovered

to score three or more 
runs in six of the nine 
innings and won, 25-18.

Howard got on the 
board in the second 
inning with five runs 
and then took its first 
lead with six runs in the 
fourth inning. Frank 
Phillips came back to tie 
the score in its half of 
the fourth inning, but 
the Hawks scored three 
in the sixth and took the 
lead back for good. They 
added five runs in the 
se\anth and three 
apiece in the eighth and 
ninth.

The Hawks had seven 
errors in the field, but 
their 30 hits at the plate 
made up for it.

Aaron went six-for-six 
in the game. He scored 
three runs and had two 
RBIs and also improved 
his team-leading batting 
average to .533.

Sophomore Jeff 
Storms had five hits, 
four RBIs and three 
runs, while sophomore 
Darby Brown added four

hits, four runs and two 
RBIs. Freshmen Gabe 
Marchant, who returned 
this weekend from 
injury, and Davii 
Fonseca each had threi 
hits, including one 
home run apiece.« 
Marchant scored fouri 
runs and had five RBIs, 
while Fonseca added 
two runs and three 
RBIs.

Sophomore Will 
Basom had three hits, 
four RBIs and three 
runs. Jacob Bordeau 
and Dustin Dallas each 
had two hits as well.

Scott Stephen
improved to 1-1 with the 
win, but gave up 11 
earned runs on 11 hits 
and only struck out 
three in five innings. 
Adrian Bermudez 
allowed four earned 
runs in his 3.2 innings 
and Lance Brown 
recorded the final out of 
the game.

The split pushes 
Howard’s overall record 
to 12-8 and it is now 2-2 
in the conference.

The Hawks will play 
four wooden bat games 
this weekend at Jack 
Barber Field. They host 
Trinidad Friday for a 
doubleheader at noon 
before taking on 
McCook Saturday begin
ning at 1 p.m.

Year was 
A l e x i s  
Rice.

Plainview 
won the 
district.

T h e  
Player of 
the Year on 

the boy’s 
side in 4-4A 

was junior LeCarl Willard 
of Estacado. The

R itc h e y

Offensive Player of the 
Year was Kenon Uddley 
of Plainview and the 
Defensive Players of the 
Year were Jamar Wall of 
Plainview and Trey 
Merchant of Frenship. 
The Newcomers of the 
Year were Brandon 
Borum of Plainview, 
Davouyea Johnson of 
Estacado and Nick 
Hanslik of Frensh'p.

Burgess, Adams 
win big in WJCAC
By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

Fresh off their NJCAA 
Tournam ent-clinching 
win against Midland 
College, the Hawks, who 
went 32-1 
this season 
on their 
way to the 
conference 
and region
al champi- 
o n s h i p s ,  
took home 
lots of post- 
s e a s o n  
awards this year as the 
all-conference and all
region teams were 
announced Monday.

Sophomore Charles 
Burgess, who was 
Howard’s “Mr.
Everything’’ this year, 
was voted as the WJCAC 
Player of the Year, while 
Howard head coach Mark 
Adams won Coach of the 
Year.

Howard’s leading scorer

A d a m s

— freshman Benny 
Valentine — earned a 
spot on the conference's 
first team and also made 
the all-region team, while 
sophomore Richard 
Forbes was placed on the 
first team and sopho
mores Dezmon Harris 
and Louis Rodgers were 
both honorable memion 
selections.

Burgess averaged 15.8 
points per game this year, 
but turned on his scoring. 
during Howard's confer
ence championship run. 
He led the team in assists 
with 158 and averaged 5.8 
rebounds per game from 
his combo guard position. 
Burgess was a 75 percent 
free throw shooter and he 
made 50 percent of his 
shots from the field, 
including an improved .36 
percent from beyond the 
3-point line. He was also 
second on the team in

See HAWKS, Page 2B

Fairley lands spot 
on all-WJCAC team
By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

For the second straight 
year, Latoya Fairley, a 
sophomore 
0 n
H o w a r d  
C ollege’s 
w o m e n ’s 
basketball 
t e a m ,  
earned a 
spot on the 
W e s t e r n  
J u n i o r  
C o l l e g e  
Athletic Conference’s 
first-team and was also 
voted tp the all-region 
team Monday as postsea
son honors were handed 
out.

Also making the all-con
ference team on the 
women’s side were honor
able mention sele..uons 
Jennifer Pena and Kim

F a ir l e y

Gilyard, a sophomore and 
freshman, respectively.

Fairley led this year's 
Hawks team in scoring, 
rebounding, block shots 
and field goal percentage. 
She averaged a 1 ittle more 
than 16 points per game 
and was 43rd in the 
nation with an 8.8 
rebound per game aver
age. She also had 30 
blocks in 30 games and 
made 48 percent of her 
shots from the fioor. 
Fairley scored 30 points 
against nationally ranked 
Trinity Valley and pulled 
down 14 rebounds against 
No. 3 Odessa College.

Pena shot 82.5 percent 
from the free throw line 
this year, which was good 
for 26th in the nation. She 
also averaged just under

See HOWARD. Page 2B

Headley leads Hawks 
rodeo team in opener
By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

WEATHERFORD -  
The Howard College 
rodeo team put on a pret
ty good show in first 
round action at 
Weatherford College this 
past weekend as the 
spring rodeo season got 
underway.

The problem for the 
Hawks came in the short 
round where several par
ticipants got no times and 
failed to place in the over
all average.

Shelly Combs won her 
first round run in the 
breakaway roping as she 
was clocked at 2.6 sec
onds, but her no time in 
the short round put her 
in sixth overall when the 
rodeo concluded
Saturday.

Jed Headley scored 
times of 5.5 and 6.5 in his 
two runs in the steer 
wrestling competition. He 
wound up in fifth place 
after the short round and 
was fifth in the overall 
average.

The only other floward 
Hawk to place in the 
overall average was Clay 
Hale and his brother Trey 
Hale, who gradiiated from 
Howard and is currently 
at Angelo State 
University. The brother 
duo competed in the team 
roping competition and, 
like Headley, placed fifth 
in the short go and fifth 
in the average. The team 
scored a 7.4 in the first 
round.

Cody Heiner participat 
ed in steer wrestling and

See RODEO, Page 26
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SPORTS
Billalba takes fourth in S.A.
• Miller leads Lady 
Steers In Andrews

By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

SAN ANGELO -  The 
Big Spring boy’s golf 
team finished 17th out of 
24 teams this weekend in 
San Angelo.

Senior Chance Cain was 
in the hunt after Day 1, 
but a second-round 83 was 
not good enough as he 
finished with a 159. 
Fellow senior Tommy 
Billalba shot a first-round 
79. but got himself into 
the top 10 Saturday after 
shooting a 72. He finished 
with a 151 and took fourth 
place overall.,

Brian Hale was third on 
BSHS’ team with a 181. 
Blaze Carroll shot a 202 
after a second-round 98. 
while Josh Rodriguez fin
ished with a 208 and Dan 
Painter fired a 236.

RODEO
Continued from Page IB

Lady Steers at Andrews
The Lady Steers fin

ished the Andrews Girls 
Golf Tournament in 13th 
out of 23 teams as Big 
Spring was led by Amber 
Miller for the second 
straight week. She fired a 
second-round 91 and fin
ished with a 190.

Cassie Guinn recovered 
from her first-round 104 
to shoot a 90 Saturday 
and finished second on

scored a fourth place fin
ish in the first round 
after a 4.8. but scored a no 
time in the short round 
and did not place in the 
average. Shelly Combs 
was also fourth after the 
first round in barrel rac
ing. but she hit a barrel 
in the short round and 
did not place in the over-

adl average. She scored a 
17.33 in the first round.

Laramie Hall and Chris 
Hise tied for seventh in 
the first round of the 
team roping and Juan 
Alcazar and Sloan 
Smallwood’s team was in 
fourth after scoring a 6.7. 
Neither team was able th '' 
place in the average, how
ever.

“The first rounds went 
really well.” said Howard 
head coach Greg Kernick. 
“We just have to fix some

things for the short go. If 
we can put two runs 
together we’ll get some 
points.”

The Hawks are off this 
week and will travel to 
Odessa March 23-25. The 
hometown rodeo will take 
place April 27-29.

“We are wrapping our 
sponsorships for the 
hometown rodeo in 
April.” said Kernick. “We 
appreciate the support 
and sponsorship from the 
community.”

CourtM y ptioto
Big Spring senior Tommy Billalba gets ready for another 
shot at the San Angelo Boys Golf Tournament this past 
weekend. Billalba finished fourth overall after a strong sec
ond round.
the team with a 194. 
Megan McCormick fired 
a 98 and 101 in her two 
rounds and grabbed third

on the squad with a 199. 
Joy Seay shot a 211 and 
Porscha Knowlton fired a 
230.

HOWARD
Continued from Page IB

10 points per game and 
led Howard in assists 
with 118 and was first on 
the squad
in 3-point 
percentage 
as she hit a 
long range 
shot 38 per
cent of the 
t i m e .  
P e n a ’ s 
b i g g e s t  
s c o r i n g  
game of the 
year was her 
effort against 
College.

Gilyard made

Pena

18-point 
Clarendon

all the

hustle plays for Howard 
this year, while averag
ing nearly four rebounds 
per game and scoring 169 
points. She also had 60 
assists and shot 41 per
cent from the field. Her 
season-high in points was 
17 against Mesa 
Community College.

The WJCAC Player of 
the Year was Helen Roden 
of No. 3 Odessa College, 
which just advanced to 
the NJCAA Tourna^flgnt 
this weeken(3rli]rter win
ning Region 5. The Coach 
of the Year — Nate 
Altenhofen — was also 
from Odessa College.

Three other Lady 
Wranglers made the first 
team this year. Chandra

Jones was an all-region 
member and Dina 

.Piterniece and Ladesha 
Stoudemire also made the 
top conference tean^

The other all-region 
members from the 
WJCAC were Dominic 
Seals of South Plains, 
Rachel Brazell of Midland 
and Maggie Smith- 
Davidson of New Mexico 
Junior College.
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MAMIE DOG
amie Dog 
sounds like 
a funny 

name foi* a little dog. 
doesn't It? It Is a funny 
name for a little dogi 
But everything else 
about Mamie Dog is not 
funny! She was the 
very best little dog you 
could ever want as a 
friend. She was littlel 
She wasn't even very 
pretty to most of my 
friends. But. she was 
pretty to my brothers 
and me. and she was 
my best friend for a 
long, long timel And ail 
of my brothers said that 
Mamie Dog was their 
best friend, tool

Do you have a little 
puppy? What is your 
puppy's name? Do you 
have a little kitten? 
What do you call your 
little Kitten? Do you 
have a little goldfish for 
a friend? Do you have

a n^ne for your gold
fish? If you have a little 
dog. kitten, goldfish, or 
even a hamster, they 
are called p>ets. Do you 
have a p>et?

Back to my story 
about Mamie Dog. She 
was a little black dog. 
with a white spot 
between her eyes. The 
first time I saw her. I 
thought that she might 
be just a little bit ugly. I 
was going to learn very 
quick
ly that

veii' long time, gone, 
but never forgotteni

1001 S. Gregg 
263-7316

t h e r e
w a s
n o t h -  
I n g 
u g l y  
a b o u t
Mamie DogI
Remember, this hap
pened a very long time 
ago when I was a little 
boy. I am an old man 
now, and Mamie Dog 
has been gone for a

The way that I remem
ber her now is how 
beautiful she really 
wasi

This is not a sad story, 
but a very happy one! 
She rtiade my brothers 
and me very happy for 
many years. She was 
our pet. She was our 
playmate. She v.as our 
best friendl This story 
is for you, Mamie Dogi 

The little dog had 
been with us for only a 
few days when we 
decided to give her a 
name. My mom and 
dad said that we should 
name her after the pres
ident's wife. Her name 
was Mamie. We

thought and thought 
about that name for a 
long time and my little 
brother said that was 
the perfect name for 
her. All of my brothers 
agreed. From that day 
long ago until now, her 
name,^ was forever 
Mamie Dogi

My brothers and I

^ U iO t/tU P .
1702 GREGG 

263-1381

loved to play in the, 
nearby woods every 
day. We played every 
game that a child could 
ever think of while we 
were in those woods. 
We made toys from 
small tree branches 
and everything else we 
could find that would 
let our imaginations 
change that tree branch 
into a sword, or a bayo

net, or a bow for our 
make believe arrows. 
Mamie Dog seemed to 
know Just what kind of 
games we were playing, 
and she always played 
her part, tool She 
could be a soldier, she 
could be a cowboy, or 
an Indian. She could 
be anything she wanted 
to be, but what she 
chose WEIS to be our 
best friend.

She helped us find 
food when we were 
hungry. She protected 
us from danger many 
times. She spent her

whole life loving us. 
And her love was 
returned. All of us 
loved her, tool We still

miss her! Most of all, 
we still love her even 
after all these years!

So, you see, this is not 
a sad story, but a very 
happy one. One little 
almost ugly dog gave 
my brothers and me 
many long years of hap
piness. If she was 
around right now, she 
would .still be protect
ing my brothers and 
me, and barking to let 
us know that she was 
outside, near our front 
porch, waiting for us to 
come out and play yet 
another day. If Mamie 
Dog was still around, 1 
would love to do just 
thatl

If she was your dog, 
she would be telling 
you something very 
important right now. 
She would be saying, "1 
love you,' and 
MIGHT.
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ROOFIN 

Shingles, Hot Tar 
All type of rei 
Work Guarai 

Specializing In Hoi 
and

Doctor of Rei

Big Spring A Surroui
267-11

http://www.bbb.org


Bn S prinq  H erald
Tuesday, March 14.2006 C lassified 3B

710 S c u rry 263-7331 w w w .b ig s p r in g h e ra ld .c o m

Announcem ents

Didn’t  Get Your 
Paper?

Call 263-7335  
M on-F ii. 8am-7pm  

Sun 8am-noon

{He r a l d

CONCEALED HAND
GUN CLASS 
SATURDAY,
March 18, 2006 
CONTACT TOMMY SCOTT. 
(432)394-4492.

Business Opportunity
NEXT GENERATION On Line/ 
Off Line Marketing. Proven In
dustry Call (877)246-0766.
The Big Spring Herald always 
need dependable carriers for 
various routes. Must have in
surance and reliable transpor
tation

Apply In person. 
Contact Duane McCollum

710 Scurry (432)263-7331

B ia
S P R IN Q HERALD

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re
sponsible for the specific con
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor
tunity with which you are unfa
miliar. please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

Cem etery Lots
2 LOTS at Trinity Memorial 
Park (Garden of Meditation). 
Lot 3 Spaces 1 & 2. Make Of
fer. Call (936)348-5295 or 
(396)348-1904.
CEMETERY LOT at Trinity Me- 
morial Park, Garden of Sharon. 
$900.00. Call Bobby Thurman 
toir-free (866)608-9302.

Help Wanted
BUSY MEDICAL Office seek
ing high energy Billing Collec
tion Specialist with multi, task
ing skills and a self starter. 
Loves working with patient's 
and has a caring attitude. 
Come by 1707 Lancaster, War
ren Chiropractic.
COOK/CHEF NEEDED: Park- 
place Retirement living is a full 
service retirement community. 
We're looking for an addition to 
our team. The position is a 
guaranteed 40 hours per week, 
8 hour shifts, and days may 
vary. Some cooking experience 
is preferred, but not required. 
Must be patient and enjoy 
working with elderly. Please 
apply in person at 501 W. 17th 
Street. Big Spring, Texas.
DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 

«& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.
ENVELOPE STUFFERS Earn 
Serious Money Working at 
Home. Call our 24hrs Hot Line 
for Details (972)504-2690.

Help Wanted
DRIVERS NEEDED

Big Spring bases 
Drivers wanted. Must have 2 
years experience over the 
road. Must have class A and 
Tank Endorsements. To apply 
call Jack Murphy at Andrews 
Transport Inc. 800-364-2018 
Lubbc^k, Texas. Call between 
9am and 5pm Monday thru Fri
day.
EVENING CAREGIVER. Full 
or part-time. Apply In person at 
Jack & Jilt, 1708 Nolan. Prior 
applicants, please reapply. No 
phone calls please.

FULL TIME RN
We are looking for caring and 
dependable RNs to cover the 
Big Spring, Midland and 
Odessa Area. We Offer com
petitive salaries and benefits. 
Contact Beckie (817)360-4354 
or send resume via email to: 
hinzeb Q fms-regional .com.
You can also come by our of
fice at 810 N. Dixie Ste 202A, 
Odessa, Tx to fill out an appli
cation, or call (432)335-5699 

Sign-On Bonus Available for 
Qualified Candidates.

It la an Honor to 
serve our patients.

H.E.B. IS taking applications 
for the position of Part time 
Overnight Bakery Fryer for the 
Big Spring store. Stop by 2000 
South Gregg for an application. 
No phone calls, please.
HIRING FOR 20061 AVERAGE 
POSTAL EMPLOYEE EARNS 
$57,000/YR. Minimum starting 
pay $18.00/hr. benefits/paid 
training and vacations. No ex
perience needed.
1-800-584-1775 ref#P6901.

Help Wanted
IF YOU enjoy a teamwork ap
proach to nursing & h a v ^ a  
passion to ensure high quanty 
care to the elderly, we want to 
meet you!
Parkview Nursing & Rehabilita
tion Nqw Hiring for Charge 
Nurse position. Please apply in 
person at 3200 Parkway.

Lamun- Lusk-Sanchez 
Texas State Veterans Home 

1809 N. Hwy 87 
Big Spring, Tx 79720 

(432)268-8387 
(432)268-1987 fax 

COME JOIN OUR TEAMI 
RN SUPERVISOR 

(Full-Time/PRN)
Salary commensurate 

on Experience
Oversee the operations 

of facility >
Long Term Experience 

Preferred 
LVN'/C.N.A.’8
Part-time/PRN 

(All Shifts)
Equal Opportunity Employer 
Competitive Wages, Health 

Insurance & Benefits

LIKE WORKING with Seniors? 
Looking for flexibility in your 
schedule? We are a small 
home-like Assisted Living look
ing for an RN to work 15 to 20 
hours as our Wellness Director. 
Responsibilities include coordi
nating the health care needs of 
our residents, training staff, 
corrununicating with families, 
MDs and discharge planners. 
To learn more about this 
unique, exciting opportunity, 
please call 432-268-9041 or 
fax resume to 432-268-9092.

Help Wanted
MARKETING DIRECTOR for
Caring Hearts Home Health. If 
you are self-motivated, outgo
ing, energetic, and have good 
time management skills apply 
at 1510 Scurry, Ste C. Must 
have good transportation. No 
experience is necessary.
MARTIN CO. Hospital Home 
Health is looking for a full-time 
RN and a PRN to join their en
ergetic staff. Must be willing to 
travel to surrounding areas. Bi
lingual preferred and salary 
DOE. Interested parties may 
call Allison @ (432)756-3259 
or fax resume to 
(432)756-4510.
MIDWAY BAPTIST Church is 
seeking a part time secretary. 
Telephone and Computer skills 
are essential. You may apply in 
person thru March 24th. 6200 
South Service Road. 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a m - 1:00 
p.m.

MIDWESTERN S E R W K ,~  
Inc.

Tank Cleaners needed. In & 
out of state travel & work 60-t- 
hrs. per week. Transportation 
to and from job site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a week per diem. 
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100% 
drug free. EOE. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. 221, Snyder, 
Texas.
PARKVIEW NURSING & R^
habilitation We are now in
creasing our Certified Nurse 
Aid staff. Qualified person will 
be a friendly and compassion
ate team player. If this sounds 
like you, please apply in person 
at Parkvjew Nursing & Reha
bilitation, 3200 Parkway.

Help W anted
NATIONAL FOOD Service 
Company seieking associates. 
Hourly and salary positions 
available, experience pre
ferred. Great starting wage, 
benefits available. Will be tak
ing applications & interviewing 
Thursday March 9 & Tuesday 
March 14 from 6:30 PM to 8:00 
PM at Holiday Inn Express, Big 
Spring, Breakfast Room.
NEED A maid for one day a 
week. Basic cleaning duties. 
Trusting and caring person 
Please fax resume to 
(440)232-1384.

NEED EXPEmENCE^r7iie7s“ & 
roughnecks for Big Spring oil 
company. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Call (432)238-3832.
NEED IMMEDIATELY
Counter Person. Experience a 
Plus, Apply at NAPA Auto 
Parts 1905 35th Street. Snyder 
Texas or call (325)573-1841 
ask for David.
NEED MATURE person for 
part time. Must work evenings 
& weekends. Experience help
ful. No Phone Calls' Apply in 
person. O'ReiHy Auto Parts. 
2003 S. Gregg.
NURSES UNLIMITED, INC
Needs Attendants to assist with 
personal care, meal prep, and 
light housekeeping. Part *imt 
basis Please call Maria M-F; 
8A-5P E.O.E 1-80C-458 3257

PIZZA INN
Drive *or the Best Our Delivery 
Drivers earn S10-S12 per hour 
Up to $100 tiiriiig bonus Must 
be 18 yrs. old with clear, driving 
record. Apply in person at 1702 
Gregg St.

m n m

$1.89 P er Day; 6-M onth C ontract $1.58 Per D ay
C a ll 263-7331 to  p la c e  y o u r  a d  today!!

A U TO  PARTS

A M o d ern  A uto  D ltm n n tle r

Since 1947
• 14 Acres of dismantled vehicles
• 20.000 sq ft of Warehouse storage
• Specialize in late model quality auto 
parts’
• Foreign and domestic parts for cars, 
trucks, mini-vans. 4x4 arid sports 
utility vehicles

Hrs 0 a.m.-S:30 Wk/day 8 i.m.-12 p.m. SAT

1511 Hwv 350 • (432) 263-5000

CARPET

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

Management 
Draw Plans & 

Estimates
Kenny Thompson

270-0548

COMPUTER

The S p e c ia list
Matthew Grayson 
All your computer 

needs, commercial - 
residential - on site.

15 Yrs. Experience
263-3885
267-8997

> <
CONCRETE J CONCRETE ^ {

All Sorts Of MARQUEZ 
FENCE CO.

Concrete W ork, 1 iinmifr!ii>
Stucco, And l l l l l l l l l i i l l l 'S  offences
Repair Jobs & repairs.

FREE ESTIM ATES ^^Concret^work, carports. 
All work guaranteed

Call David Free Estimates
Home-264-6706 B e n n y  M a r q u e z  Owner
Cell-213-0263 267-5714

CONCRETE

J. T. Builders
Remodelinfi •  Dry wall 

Ceramic Tile  •  Electrical 
Plum bing  •  Roofing 

Brick <& Concrete Work 
Dr iveways  •  Sidewalks 

Fireplaces •  Stutco  
Sw im m ing Pool Decks 

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ
14321213  'MS2 Cell 
14321 28 .-’ <110 

1 0 8  E. 1 1 th  PLACE 
• lO  SPRING. TX 7 9 7 2 0

I  m  
m o
S  00

o S
o an  m
F  ^

: _ o

o >
0 )

>.

DIRT WORK FENCES FENCES FENCES HOM E IM PR O VEM EN T V  HOME IMPROVEMENT

DECKER’S FARM SUPPLY 
& NURSERY.
We do Dirt 

Work,
Brush Hog,

Backhoe,
Bulldozing,

Small Grubbing Jobs 
and Will Clear Lots.
432-756-3444

A am /SDO ’$
Pipe Fencing - Wire Fencing - Fer>cing 

Welding - Dozer Work 
Buy and Sell Pipe

SANTIAGO ACEVEDO
Loraine, Texas

CM: 325/242-2097 
■MM: 325/737-2301 
M l; 325/242-0571

Q uality Fence Co.
Jim m y  M arqu«z-O w n*r

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood&
Chainlink feisfii*’

Free Estimates
432-270-7508

CHAMUNK
mn/a • cto/u 
DOQ KENNELS 
ORNAMENTAL 
MON

B &  M  Fence Co
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICE t  COMPARE 

A  FREE ESTIMATES 
m o  ROBERT MARQUEZ 
J ;  M S-iai3  •

— —
1888 I ■

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTOM 

WOODWORK
4 0 9  E. 3 RD 267-5811

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Rerjovation 
•Repairs 

•Maintenance
Quality tWorii 

You Can Trust
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
SO  JOB IS  TOO SMALL! 
Rasa Craia (aanMc) 432-270-2U 5

HOME IM PR O VEM EN T HOME IM P R O V E M E N T ^ ! LAWN SERVICE PEST CONTROL RENTALS ROOFING

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

Minor Electrical 
HtEK E S T IM A m  
Garage door repair. 
Appliances installed

816-3036

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging &Flnishing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.
CaH 263-8285

M O W IN G ‘ ALLEYS 
H AULING ‘ TILLING  

TREE TRIMMING  
STUMP REMOVAL
" CALL

432- 267-5460
CELL

8 1 6 -S 1 S 0

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

Since 1954
432-263-6514

2008 Blrdwell Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.8walpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Storages 
Commercial Buildings 
1003.07, 11 l.11 tliP L  
For rent/sale 
oil OaOaO 
1011 Main 
204 11th I

PALACIOS 
ROOFING* HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofs, Room Additions, 

Ceramic Tiie, Fences. 
Painting Insured & Bonded 

Home Phone#
432-263-5430

C ell#
432-213-0363

ROOFING STORAGE TAX SERVICES

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar A Gravel. 
All type of repalrsl 
Work Guaranteed. 

Specializing In Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repalrsl 

Big Spring 4  Surrounding Areas.
267-1110

M i n t S t o n g m

Now Mme Large or SmaH 
(Mits AvaifctN. m  StonHAPII

3301 E. FM 700 263-0732

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund 

ReNnd Loan MUiin 24 Hrs.*
.^ JA X A SSO C U T IS

406 Runnoln

(432)
CALL

YOUR AD TREE TRIMMING

PUT YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifleds

. prSS H E R A L D

LUPE’S TREE 
TRIMMING

More than 20 years 
of experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

Call
Lupo Villalpando 

432-268-6406

WROUGHT IRON

IVestex Iron Works
(325) 236-6110

Dacoratlva F encet, W rought-lron 
Gates, E ntrtness. Bolt-Up & 

Wald-Up Building o f all t ir s t i

Sliira Sicwlly lystons
(325)235-5445

All Your Security Needs
Cam eras. R em ote Controls. 

__________ Key Pads, etc.

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
http://www.8walpc.com
mailto:mm@swalpc.com
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope
Now HMng waN Staff Muat ba 
dapandabia. hard worMng. 
Apply In paraon at 1702 Gragg 
SL No phonaoaNa.
PoMard Chavrolat la aaaldng an 
ACOOUNTMQ CLERIC Ac
counting axparianca raquirad. 
Pay baaad on axparianoa and 
abHMy. Apply In paraon at 1501 
Eaat4di.
RESPONSIBLE P E R S O N '̂  
irtg to laam installation of gaso- 
Hna dispansirig equipment, 
oomputarized cash registers, 
alactrorMc card systems, me
chanical background, electrical, 
and plumbirtg experlerrce help
ful. Drug free, high school di
ploma, good driving record, 
background check. Call 
(432)835-1124.
RN/LVN MEDICARE
Managar/AD.O.N. needed for 
long term care facility. Some 

, charge rturse duties, also 
weekend RN coverage. Apply 
Lamesa Healthcare Center, 
1818 N. 7th, Lamesa.

ROUTE SALESPERSON 
Ab-Tex Beverage Ltd. requires 
individual to complete a drug 
screen and work assessment 
test. Possess or able to obtain 
a ’ Class A CDL. Beverage 
sales experience a plus. Com
prehensive benefit program. 
Pleewe apply in person:
Ab-Tex Beverage Ltd.
3611 Hwy 87 North 
Big Spring. Tx 79720 
EEO/AA Employer
SHELL STAR STOP looking 
for rtew team members. Full 
and part time cashiers. Assis
tant Managers. Apply in person 
at any Shell Star Stop in Big 
Sprirtg. Drug Free Environ
ment.
SNYDER OAK Care Center In 
Snyder, Texas is rK>w taking 
applications for Director of 
Nurslr>g. Call Ray Turner, 
(325)573-9377 or apply in per
son at 210 East 37th St. Must 
be an RN. Some long term 
care experience is preferred, 
but will train the right person
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT Fun 
Valley Family Resort in South 
Fork. Colorado. Needs stu
dents to work all types of jobs 
Housekeeping, dinirg room, 
horse wrangler, kitchen and 
maintenarKe. Salary, room, 
board & bomis. For information 
and application write Personal 
Director, 6315 Westover Dr., 
Granbury, Tx. 76049.

TRUCK DRIVER 
Helena Chemical Company, a 
national agricultural-chemical 
company, has an immediate 
opening for an experienced 
buck driver. This position will 
make deliveries, load and un
load product, utilize, a forklift, 
and perform general ware
house duties. Requires high 
school diploma or equivalent, 
CDL with HAZMAT er»dorse- 
ment. We offer an excellent 
workirtg environment aixf out- 
standing compenrMion and 
benefits package. For consid
eration, please apply in person;

Helena Chemical Company 
100 S. St. Peter 

Stanton, Tx 79782 
Pre-employment drug 

screen required.
EOE M/FA//H

WAITRESSES NEEDED
Split Shift 

Must be 18 
Morxiay-Saturday 
Apply in person.
Red Mesa Grill 

2401 Gregg

table, leaf, 4 ohaks. 2 bar 
sloolB. Excellent Quality. CaN 
BUI Brooks (432)283-2900.
SLIGHT DAMAGE - ISPxIff 
Bam. Will Deliver. 
(432)563-3108.

TUBING TESTER operator/ 
derrick person. Must pass drug 
test. Good wages. Call Jesse. 
(432)213-0739 after 7:00 p m. 
onlyl

Items for Sale

SPECIALI MUST sell 12’x24' 
Bam. Will Deliver. 
(432)563-3108. ____

Miscellaneous
14X14 OFFICE Bldg, with 
bathroom or excellent storage 
shed to be moved. Priced to 
Sell. 1210 E. 4th. Bill Chrane 
(432)213-0426.
3 PIECE brand new king mat
tress in original plastic. Factory 
warranty. $295 takes 3 piece 
set. 806-549-3110.
3 REMAINING 8x8’ Display 
Storage Buildings. $26.00 a 
month. Delivery/Financing. 
(432)563-3108.
BASEBALL BATTING cages 
equipment- 3 machines, net
ting, helmets. Office Bldg. 
14x14. Pipe & fencing. Priced 
to Sell. Make Offer. 1210 E. 
4th. Bill Chrane (432)213-0426.

CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa
ries, Quihceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.
FREE PALLETS. Good for do 
it yourself wood projects. Pick 
up behind the Big Spring Her
ald's office at 710 Scurry.

JUNQUE MART
Thift Store
600 Lamesa
(432)264-0544
Mon-Sat. 10:00-5:00
100's of movies, also records,
furniture, clothes, electronics,
collectible knive^ of Hollywood
stars.
Cheap Prices!

NEW QUEEN Pillowtop Mat
tress and Foundation. Original 
plastic never opened. War
ranty, Sell fasti $195. Call 
(806)549-3110.

REDUCED TO Selll 2 Remain
ing Hot-Tubs 2005 Models 
$79.00 a month. Delivery/Fi
nancing. (432)563-3108.

WHY PAY Rent? 10 x16’ Stor
age Building $59.00 a month. 
Delivery/Financing. 
(432)563-3108.

National Ads
NEW BLACK Iron Canopy 
Bed, Never Opened Box, SAC
RIFICE $159. 806-549-3110.

CKC TEACUP Chihuahua pup
pies. Assorted colors. Ready 
now. Call (432)263-1701 or 
466-3999.

Real Estate for Rent
1516 WOOD Large Three bed
room, one bath. $350. month, 
$200. deposit. Call 
(432)264-6611.

South Piriins 
4pqrtriients
432- 714-4840
Efficiency Apt. • ‘ ITS* 
One Bedroom • ‘225* 
Two Bedroom • *300*

w/B M o. Loaso
(*$300 Ocpotitl

All Utilities Except Electric Paid 
Free High Speed Wireless Internet 
On-Site Manager 
Security System In Place 
Laundry Oc Vending Pacility 
Housing AssistaiKe Accepted

WANTED; RETIREES with 
own RV for summer employ
ment at Fun'Valley Family Re
sort, South Fork, (Colorado for 
office, housekeeping, cooks, 
makitertance and RV parks. 
Write Personnel Director, 6315 
Westover Dr., Granbury, TX 
76049.
WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits kxilude paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 

/Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screerting, good 
driving record arxi be at least 
21 years old. Apply in person, 
CredN World, 1611 Gregg.

3304 W. Hwy 80

BuMbtg with overbeed door. 
On one acre of fenced land. 
$350. Month, $350. deposit. 
Can (432)263-5000.

BarB Gua aqulpmant for Sale. 
Commercia! O' oookar, 8' rotis- 
•aria cabinet, 6’ walk in refrig- 
■rafad meat iookar. All or any. 
Cal (432)336-6529,
(432)660-8585 R . Stockton.

H U M  * A V M G S ~ ^  Furniture, 
Elactrenics and Appliances. 
Coma by 501 E. Bkdweil Lane 
#14 or cal (432)263-0076.

i ; / \ K C  i : i . c > r s A  a i ' a k i ivi icrs i s
Your Own Monthly Rent Options 
Such As A l l  WHIM PAID |

MOVE IN SPECIAL *  APPLICATION 8  SECURITY DEP.
363-1262

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS 
1 Bedroom - $400. nmnth 

$200. dapoaH.
All BHIs Paid 
403 East 8th 

CaU (432)267-2771

NEWLY REMODELED 2 Bed
room, 1 bath house. CH/A, ga
rage, lenced backyard and 
washer/dryer connections. Ap
pliances on request. $375. 
Month, $250. deposit. Call 
(432)267-9442.

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT. 
408 E. FM 700 $500.00 Mon. 
ENc. gas, and water paid. 650 
square feet. For more info call 
(432) 267-9455 i
SliVERAL OFRCES available. 
Call (432)263-6514. 517-0038, 
(432)770-5656.

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS 
Today brings a full 

moon and lunar eclipse in 
Virgo. Blustery emotional 
or physical 
weather Is 
forecasted. A 
certain per
centage of 
the popula
tion (espe
cially Aries 
a n d 
Sag ittarius i 
people) is 
attracted to 
the heart of 
the storm, *

THREE BEDROOM, one bath, 
CH/A, fenced yard. $350 
month, $125. deposit. Call 
(432)267-4536, (417)276-8083.

Real Estate for Sale

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Marla (432)263-3461.

#1AST!

wanting to observe and 
be a part of it. Others 
head the opposite direc
tion and turn on the TV. 
Which are you?

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . The Seal song 
declares, “In a world full 
of people, only some want 
to fly. Isn’t that crazy?” 
You’re among the ones 
who want to fly today. 
Find a counterpart who 
can give you a push.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . The person you think 
is at the root of a problem 
is, in reality, nowhere 
near the root. ’This whole 
confusing business is 
probably a communica-

Vehicles

20 ACRES on Hwy 176. Set 
up for Mobile Home. 43K, 
$4,000.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly Q 7.4% for 
29 years. No Credit Check. 
(817)312-6322.

EXTRA CLEAN 2 Bedroom, 2 
bath Brick Home near College. 
Den w/fireplace, util, room, sin
gle garage, new carpet. Call 
(432)263-6887 or 270-1743.

Vehicles

AUCnON
PUBLIC AUTO AUCTION 
REPOSSESSION SALE 

LIVE BIDDING SALE
MARCH 18.......... 10:00 AM

RICK FAULKS AUCTIONEER 
Tx. 00012368 

PH. (806)777-6370 
Sale to satisfy lienholders 
interest, inexpensive cars, 

trucks, vans, suvs.
Bring cash or approved check. 

6145 E. Hwy 80 
Odessa, Texas 

call for Info (432)337-3344

SmvmrmI Nmw 200S 
Fordm, LIneolnm,

I Nimmmnm Avmllmbim 
\ A t  Hugm Smvlngm

Bob Brock P'ord
.■>00 \V .  ( I l l  2 (> 7 -7  12  1

AUTOS YES is now open 
In Fort Stockton to provide 

inexpensive transportation to 
drivers in the surrounding 

West Texas area.
WE FINANCE.

^603 W. Dickinson 
(432)336-6529 
(432559-8585

tion error and, ultimate
ly, nobody’s fault.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . It’s fine to let some
one else take the lead at 
work. Your contribution 
is importapt but not as a 
driver right now. A sup
porting role is necessary 
in order to allow every
one involved to shine.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . The playful man in 
your life is a lucky per
son to be around today. 
Seek him out, and if it’s 
not possible to be close to 
him, emulate his care-, 
free, childlike ways.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Of course, the trustwor
thy are more likely to 
trust others. Be skeptical 
of the person who is para
noid. You’re dynamic and 
influential In the work
place. The stars indicate 
growth in the areas of 
self-realization and 
friendship.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Are you up to the 
task before you? Usually 
you say “No problem,” 
but the mega-force you’re 
up against now is intimi
dating. Be like the mar
tial artist who doesn’t 
resist the opposition but 
redirects its force instead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
The time is right to take a 
leap of faith toward your 
secret desire. Hard work 
comes naturally because 
your potential results are 
so juicy! Scorpio and 
Virgo people are perfect
3 l l l i 6 S

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). The exciting develop
ments in your personal 
life energize your whole 
day. Try to keep it to 
yourself or between you 
and a close friend. Too 
much chatter only diffus
es your focus when you 
need it.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Everyone is 
secretly either bored or 
annoyed by the perfec

tionist. So why try to be 
that? Your mistakes make 
you human and thus 
relatable to other 
humans.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19).Oet outside opin
ions on your work proj
ect. (Jet written direc
tions to your destination. 
Ask where a relationship 
is headed. When you 
don’t know where you’re 
going, you travel a 
greater distance to get 
there.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). Truth is stranger 
than fiction. You’re the 
fly-on-the-wall observer, 
and it’s best to remain as 
such. (Getting involved in 
the madness takes all the 
fun out of it!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). The talent you’ve 
mastered has been neg
lected of late — get back 
to it! You’re happier and 
more fulfilled when 
you’re practicing your 
“thing,” and everyone 
around you will benefit.

CELEBRITY PRO
FILES: William H. Macy 
is an actor’s actor — 
respected by his peers, 
adored by his fans and 
now paid big bucks by 
the production companies 
who hire him. Pisces 
character actors have 
unique opportunities to 
become unlikely leading 
men, which is what Macy 
will do once more in the 
year to come. He could 
also appear in a project 
directed by his wife. 
Felicity Huffman of 
“Desperate Housewives.”

I f  you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre- 
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author’’ on the 
Holiday Mathis page. To 
find out more about 
Holiday Mathis and read 
her past columns, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators 
.com.
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TexSCAN Week of 
March 12,2006

ADOPTION
Note: It is iUegil to be peid for anything beyond 
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption.

A D O P -

DRIVERS OTR, REGIONAL and Dedicated 
Benefits worth 9.5 cenis/mile. plenty of freight, 
comfort zones gel you home. 38 terminals in 27 
states. Swift Transportation, 1-800-669-7943, 
www.SwiftTniclLingJobs.com

HUNT ELK, RED STAG, Whitetail. Buffalo. 
Wild Boar. Our season: now-3/31A)6. Guaranteed 
license. $5.00 - trophy in two days. No'Game/ 
No-Pay policy. Days 1-314-209-9800; evenings' 
1-314-293-0610. High Adventure Ranch.

PR E G N A N T ? C O N S ID E R IN G  
TION? Talk with caring people specializing  
in matching birthmothers with families nation
wide. Expenses paid. Toll free 24f7. Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions. 1-866-413-6292.

DRIVERS > PAY INCREASE! S1.000 sign-on for 
experienced OTR. Dedicated and Regional avail
able also. Owner/Operators, Teams & CDL grads 
welcome. USA Truck, 1-866-483-3413

MISCELLANEOUS ‘

AUCTIONS
1971 CUTLASS 455 Convertible to be auctioned 
at the 25th Annual Cox Collector Car Auction, 
Branson, Missouri April 21-22-23. Consign
ment or bidding information; 1-800-335-3063, 
wwwbransonauciion.com

DRIVERS WITH CDL A Experienced teams 
wanted. Huge pay and benefits. Must have; 2 years 
T/T OTR experience. HazMat, No felonies. Clean 
MVR. Capable ot obtaining security clearance. 
1 -800-846-8768Avww.tsmco.com.

AIRLINE MECHANIC • Rapid training for 
high paying Aviation career. FAA predicts severe 
shortage Financial aid if qualify - job placement 
assistance. Call AIM 1*888-349-5387.

TRANSFER DRIVERS - NEED 20 CDL A or 
B OTR Drivers to transfer motor homes, straight 
trucks, tractors and buses. Year round work. Mamo 
Transportation, 1-800-501-3783.

EARN DEGREE ONLINE from home. Medi
cal. Business. Paralegal, Computers. Criminal 
Justice. Job placement. Computer provided 
Financial aid if  qualify. 1 -866-858-2121 . 
www.onlinetidewatertech.com

MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT

BUSINESS OPF’ORTUNITY EKAM PREP
ALL CASH CANDY Route. Do you earn $800 in 
a day? Your own local candy route. 30 machines 
and candy. All for $9,995. 1 -888-625-5481. Multi 
Vend, LLC
RETAIL STORE OWNERS Very high profit 
margins. Low overhead, increased traffic, no added 
space. Making donuts for 50 years...Dreesens 
Famous Donuts. Financing available. Call toll free. 
24 hour. 1-877-DONUT4U

“POSTAL EXAMS** The Average Poital 
Employee earns $57.000/year. Minimum starting 
pay $ 18.00/hr. Benefits/paid training and vacations. 
1-800-584-1775. Ref. #P4701 Fee required. (Not 
affiliated with the USPS.)

CIRCUIT RIDER RECO RDS. Everything 
about Country Gospel Music. Top 80 chart 
in US G osp el New to 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  Country  
Gospel Web Radio. Looking for a new artist. 
www.countrygospelgutld.com

REAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED

SIGN FRANCHISE RATED «1 expanding 
locally. Turn-key operation. Financing available. 
Call 1-8(X>-286-8671 o r www.signarama.com

A FAST TRACK to a sales career. Travel the USA 
as you develop skills in Outside Sales. Paid train
ing. transportation, lodging furnished. Call Success 
Express Sales, Inc. today 1-877-646-5050.

A BARGAIN • 75 Acres - $44,900. Rolling 
hills, good brush, rock outcroppings. Trophy 
deer habitat. Good highway access. Easy 
terms. Perfect for hunting retreat. Texas Land 
A Ranches. 1-877-542-6642.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance, 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re-’ 
frigerator, dishwasher, fur
nished. Washer/ dryer connec
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom.

DRIVER
DRIVER-CDL DRIVERS - Run Southern half 
ofU.S. Better hocnetime. Better equipment. Texas 
based Knight Terminals. Phone interviews avail
able I-888-446-5289,7 daysAveck CDL Oass-A. 
6 months experience.

APPLY FOR WACO POLICE Recruits until 
noon 4 /7 /2006 . Starting salary $ l6 .48 /h r . 
Contact Waco Police Personnel O ffice. 1-
800-299-JOBS(5627). www.waco-icxas.com . 
e m a il: p o lice -p erso n n e ld ^ ci w a c o .tx .u s  
EOE

AFFORDABLE HILL COUNTRY hunting 
property. Why lease when you can own? 
I -800 -876-9720 . www.ranchenterprisesltd
.com

4001 DIXON. 3 bedroom, 1 
bath. Call (432)267-3841 or 
517-0642.

DRIVER - SIG N -O N  BO NUSES! $2 ,000  
-Regioful SokM. SS.OOO-OTR Teuni. $l,000-Con- 
Iricton. Crcit home lime. Health iniurance and 
40l(k). Clati A CDL required 1-888-2J3-I872. 
US Xpreu, www.aprcaadriver.com.

611 GREGG. Office building 
for lease. Large storage build
ing. $800. month. References 
required Call (432)213-2319.

DRIVER: TAKE CARE of your family. Join 
ours. Swift offers excellent miles. compensatkMi, 
CDL (raining. OTR. regional, dedicated runs. 
www.SwiftTruckingJobs.com 1 -866-333-8801. 
Ref»250 EOE

DEFEND OUR HOM ELAND and provide 
disaster relief in the Texas Army National Guard! 
Up to $20K enlistment bonus, paid career training 
for valuable job skills. 100% tuition assistance and 
college student loan repayments. Accepting high 
school junion and aeniors, college students and 
graduates. Call today, 1-8(XKK>-GUARD, or visit 
www.TXARNO.com

NEW TO MARKET 100 Acres - HUNTING 
RANCH. First chance to own hunting retreat. 
Big buck area, plus turkey, dove, quail and 
more. Very private with/EZ highway access. 
$59,900 w/financing. I 866-899-5263.
I30W- ACRES, Paint Mare Ranch. 100 miles west 
of Del Rio. whitetail, deer. dove, quail, and javelina. 
$295 per acre, with 5% down 1-830-885-4578. 
www.ranchenterpriscslld.com

STEEL BUILDINGS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

BEAUTY SHOP for rent. Ideal 
for 2 operators. Lots of traffic. 
No fixtures. Call
(432)213-0816.

DRIVERS - CDL-A FLATBED! New ptyl Ben 
ehu. miles, freight and more. Minimum 23.1 year 
OTR. 1-800-247-8040. www.smxc.com. EOE.

IMMEDIATE CASH!! US Pension Funding pays 
cash now for 8 years of your future pension pay- 
mems.Call 1-800 586-1325 for a FREE, no-obli- 
gation estimate, www.uspensionfunding.com

BUILDING SALE! **Bea( Next Increase** 20x26
now $4200. 25x30 $5800. 30x40 $9,200. 40x60 
$14,900. E^ttensive range o f sizes and models. 
Front end optional. Pioneer l-8(X)-668-5422.

VACATION RENTAl S

BUILOmO for LEASE for retail 
or ̂ office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600. 
month -fdeposit. Call WESTEX 
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

D RIVERS • C D L /A . S p ec iil  Orientation  
Pay for experienced drivers. Home w eek
ends. Create your own lan es Great pay 
and benefits. C ypress Truck L ines, Inc , 
www.cypressiruck.com. 1-888-808-5846.

TOO MUCH DEBT? Don't choose the wrong 
way out. Our services have helped milliona. Stick 
to a pitfi. get out of debt and uve thuusaiKls Free 
consultation. 1-866-866-9912. CarcOne Credit 
Couraelifig.

DESTIN, FL • EDGEWATER Beach Condos. 
1.2 A 3 bedroom beachfront, 2 large pools, spa. 
fiinesB room. FREE beach umbrella and 2 chairs! 
Edgewaterbeach.com, 1 •800-822*4929.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN'
FOR SAl E

CAPE FOR Laase. Qraat Loca
tion. Ready to go with aU the 
equipment. $600.00. Per 
month. Must have good Credit. 
Call (432)935-1263 or 
935-1273.

DRIVERS / DRIVING SCHOOL gr*dutte« 
wanted. Tuition reimbursentent No waiting for 
trainers Paaaenger policy. No NYC. Guaranteed 
hometime. Dedicmed and r^ianal available. USA 
Truck. 1-866*483-3413.

SAWMILLS FROM ONLY $2,795 00. Convert 
your logs to valuable lumber with your Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skidders also avail- 
^>lc. www.norwoodindustries.com - free informa
tion: 1-800-578-I363. Ext. 300N

DRIVERS HIRING dedicated. Regional and 
OTR driven. Earn the nation's highest cpm rates! 
Or buy your own truck- low monthly paymenu 
and just $300 down! Full voluntary ^nefits and 
regular home-time. 3 mos. CDL exp. req. Call 
1-800-2JB-HUNT

WOLFF TANNING BEDS. Buy direct and 
save. Full body units from $22 a month. FREE 
color catalog. Call today I 800-842-1305. 
www.npctstan.com

HUNUNf
DRIVERS • OTR S4J B i SigiH ia Sana. Eji|ieri- 
cnced Diiven. I yc. OTR. We «« FF .E ! Good a ilc ,. 
good mamy, Mnog bew fli pertun . No I 
l-«00-S«9-92)2. Sw dnu erakome.

HUNT DEER..TtJRKRY, Q uul Scml-fuided 
hunii S days, room iiKlnded. Book S hunte, gM 
I FREE. Oklidioau bordering Kanun. Approxi
mately 6.000 a c m . Call Sid ft Woolfolk Raach 
l-$IO -3}4-l294.

Statewide Ad ..................... $450
299 Nempspen, 1 MflHoli'f Cimiaiioa

North R e ^  Only $195
IN Ncmpiptn, 320314 drcalgiioB

.-$195
QroriadoB

South Region O n ly -
99 Ntwipgpen, 449304

West Region O n ly ........... $195
190 Nmptpcn, 2A34S ClitataliM

T:, 0’ :' !■ Ĉ ll This Nf .'.spaper

N O IK E : W hile aBoatadvortlaiire are reputable, vvecaimot guarantee product! or ierviceea(hnrtaad. We ynaram lm ,B)M a r«alfcmmMle»Iimilodoubt.comae. 
ihe Texaa Anoraey Oaneeal at 1-800-6 2 1.<M08 or die Fadaral Trade Cammiaaion at I-877-FTC-HELP. The PTC web ihe  i i  www.ftc gowAiuop
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This Date 
In History

Today is Tuesday, March 
14, the 73rd day of 2006. 
There are 292 days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On March 14, 1743, the 
first recorded town meeting 
in America was held, at 
Faneuil Hall in Boston.

On this date:
In 1794, Eli Whitney 

received a patent for his cot
ton gin, an invention that 
revolutionized America’s 
cotton industry.

In 1900, Congress ratified 
the Gold Standard Act.

In 1923, President Harding 
became the first chief execu
tive to file an income tax 
report.

In 1939, the republic of 
Czechoslovakia was dis
solved, opening the way for 
Nazi occupation.

In 1943, Aaron Copland’s 
orchestral work “Fanfare for 
the Common Man” pre
miered in New York, with 
George Szell conducting.

In 1951, during the Korean 
War, United Nations forces

recaptured Seoul.
In 1964, a jury in Dallas 

found Jack Ruby guilty of 
murdering Lee Harvey 
Oswald, the accused assas 
sin of President Kennedy.

In 1965, Israel's cabinet 
formally approved establish 
ment of diplomatic relations 
with West Germany.

In 1980, a Polish airliner 
crashed while making an 
emergency landing near 
Warsaw, killing all 87 people 
aboard, including 22 mem 
bers of a U S. amateur box 
ing team.

In 1991, a British court 
reversed the convictions of 
the “Birmingham Six," who 
had spent 16 years in prison 
for an Irish Republican 
Army bombing, and ordered 
them released.

One year ago: A judge in 
San Francisco ruled that 
California's ban on gay mar
riage was unconstitutional.

Today's Birthdays: Former 
astronaut Frank Borman is 
78. Singer Phil Phillips is 75. 
Actor Michael Caine is 73. 
Composer-conductor Ouincy 
Jones is 73. Former astro 
naut Eugene Certian is 72. 
Movie director ^olfgang 
Petersen is 65. rountry 
singer Michael Martin 
Murphey is 61. Rock musi

cian Walt Parazaider 
(Chicago) is 61. Actor Steve 
Kanaly is 60. Comedian 
Billy Crystal is 58. Country 
singer Jann Browne is 52. 
Actor Adrian Zmed is 52. 
Prince Albert of Monaco is 
48. Actress Tamara Tunie is 
47. Producer-director-writer 
Kevin Williamson is 41. 
Actress Megan Follows is 38. 
Rock musician Derrick 
(Jimmie’s Chicken Shack) is 
34. Actor Chris Klein is 27. 
Actress Kate Maberly is 24. 
Singer musician Taylor 
Hanson (Hanson) is 23.

Thought for Today: “There 
are only two kinds of people 
in the world tlyat really 
count. One kind’s wheat and 
the other kind’s emer
alds.’’— Edna Ferber, 
American author (1887-1968).

’  20U6 The Associated Press.
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Newsday Crossword EASY AS PIE by Sally R. Stein 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS 64 Unconfirmed 9 Limburger 40 Music

1 Conclude report feature students’
4 Music disks 65 Zero 10 Kite mover performances

before CDs 66 Actress Sophia 11 Get the 43 Jules Verne
7 Cat sounds 67 Kick out point of captain

12 Shake out of 68 Quarterback 13 Sign of a 45 Happiness
slumber stats. hit show 48 Special skill

15 Wide shoe 69 Fractions of 14 Very long time 51 Quick
16 Any '50s tune a mi. 21 Puts to work 53 Acted angry
17 Preface, 22 Former Mach 2 54 Signs of the

for short DOWN fliers: Abbr. future
18 Tic-_-toe 1 Author Jong 26 Enthusiasm 55 Main point
19 Unaccom 2 They're taboo 27 Eagle claw 56 Camel feature

panied 3 Pie flavor 29 No longer 57 Woodwind
20 Pie flavor 4 Iceberg and fresh instrument
23 Fireplace romaine 30 Pie flavor 58 Poet

residue 5 United Nations 31 Take a break Sandburg
24 Plaintiffs goal 32 Colonizing 59 450, in
25 Ancient 6 Make safe insects old Rome

Mexican 7 Castle 33 Poker starter 60 River, to
28 Sci-fi surrounder 34 Jury member Ricardo

creatures: 8 Singer 35 Noise 61 “  ̂we there
Abbr. Fitzgerald 37 Higher than yet?"

30 Bikini part
33 Calmed
36 Obtained 

illegally
38 Himalayan 

nation
39 Respectful 

title
41 Halt, at sea
42 Betray
44 Pays no

attention to
46 Before, in 

poems
47 After taxes
49 Store 

employee
5 0  _____ Antoinette
52 Fam. member
55 Pie flavor
61 Caribbean 

island
62 Ecology agcy.
63 Sad song
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■ t w actey f a c t s ,
#  When a hippopotamus yawns, it doesn’t mean it’s 

ready for a nap. That wide mouth is actually a warning 
to stay away! And it’s a good idea to do so. Hippos arc

very protective o f their turf and their young.
#  Hippopotamuses kill more people in Africa than 

any other w ild animal. — W>rU Abnanac for Kids

By Karalee M iller
Knight Ridder Newspapers

n ' ' '
I he Big Dance.” “March 
Madness.” “Welcome to 
BrackeFville.”

All this and more describes the hoopla 
that erupts in March when tourney time 
begins for the NCAA basketball champi
onship.

The men’s tournament which kicked 
off March 14, has been going strong for 
almost 70 years. Sixty-five teams play in 
the opening a>und, and then the field is 
narrowed to 32. After that the field 
becomes the Sweet 16, as teams from 
coast to coast vie for the national title and 
“one shining moment.” From there, teams 
are narrowed to the Elite Eight and then 
the Final Four.

Tournament teams are divided into four 
regions of the country. This year, the 
regional rounds are being played in 
Atlanta; Oakland, Calif.; Washington; and 
Minneapolis.

With office betting pools and Cinderella 
teams galore, the college tournament pro
vides a mix of furor and heartbreak, stem
ming in large part from the once-and-done 
playoffs: If a team loses once — it’s out.

The men’s Final Four will face off 
April 1 and 3 in Indianapolis. The 
women’s Final Four meets April 2 and 4 
in Boston.

WHEN DID THE MEN’S 
TOURNAMENT BEGIN'?'
The NCAA took over the tournament in 

1940 ftom the National Association of 
Basketball Coaches. One team was chosen 
from each of the eight NCAA districts. Four 
competed in a western tournament and four

Most NCAA basketball championships
MEN'S WOMEN'S

UCLA
Kentucky
Indiana
North Carolina
Duke
Cindnnali
Connecticut
Kansas
Louisville
North Carolina State 
Oklahoma State 
San Francisco 
Michigan State

Tennessee 6
Connecticut 5

Baylor’S Sophia 
Young was named 
the most outstand
ing player In 2005.

in an eastern tournament. The western and 
eastern champions then played for the title. 
This system continued until 1950.

In 1951, the championship was expand
ed to 16 teams, with 10 conference cham
pions automatically qualifying and six at- 
large teams select^. The “Final Four” was 
bom in 1952, when the number of regional 
tournaments increased from two to four.

WHEN DID THE WOMEN’S 
TOURNAMENT BEGIN?
The Association for Intercollegiate 

Athletics for Women (AlAW) held the first 
national women’s college basketball tour
nament in 1972. The NCAA assumed the 
women’s championship in the 1981-1982 
school year.

Old Dominion hosted the first NCAA 
Division 1 Women’s Final Four in Norfolk, 
Va., where Louisiana Tech beat Cheyney 
(Pa.) State 76-62 for the title.

HOW ARE TOURNAMENT 
TEAMS DETERMINED?
The NCAA tournament selection com

mittees use several factors when selecting 
teams, including won-loss records, 
strength of schedule and how teams did in 
their final 10 games of the season.

In 2005, for the first time, the commit
tees also used a weighted RPl (ratings per
centage index) system that rewards teams 
more for road victories and penalizes them 
for home losses.

Once teams are chosen, they 
*^are seeded and placed in the 

tournament bracket.

DO SCHOOLS SCORE BIG 
FINANCIALLY BY BEING 
IN THE TOURNAMENT?

PATRICK SC H N E lO E fl/K R T

UNC’s Sean May, tight, battles under the 
basket as the North Carolina Tar Heels beat 
the Illinois Fighting lllini in the 2(X)5 men’s 
NCAA championship game. May earned the 
2005 Outstanding Player Award.
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The NCAA operates a money distribu
tion system that rewards conferences with 
participating teams in the tournament. 
That means, the more teams a conference 
has in the tournament, the more money is 
paid to that conference.

Here’s how it worLs: The NCAA 
awards conferences one unit for each 
game in which its member teams partici
pate except the championship final, which 
has no financial incentive. Conferences 
then add the units earned that season to 
those they received in the previous five 
tournaments. Payouts are based on the 
total units from the six-tournament span.

Conferences determine how the money 
is spent, although the NCAA has 

urged that conferences divide 
the basketball fund rev- 

enue equally among 
their member 

schools. 
However, 

this is 
not a
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“The first time I shot the hook, 1 was in fourth grade, 
and I was about 5 feet 8 inches tall.

1 put the ball up and felt totally at ease with the shot. I 
was com pletely confident it would go in.

I’ve been shooting it ever since.”
— Kartem  Abdul-Jabbar, on iniemaiionalbasketball.com

The Scoop

Celebrate National 
Bubble Week

Bubble fans, get blowing!
The w eek o f March 20-27  
is all about enjoying these 
enchanting soapy spheres.
For bubbles with maximum 
staying power, try this simple 
recipe: Stir together six parts 
water, two parts Joy or Dawn 
dishwashing liquid (these

brands work
.. best) and Y4 part com symp. Then

create enormous, glistening bubbles 
by pouring some solution into a 

large, flat pan (a large roasting pan 
works well) and using a plastic hanger 
as a wand. — Family Fun magazine

In The News

A kid’s-eye view of 
‘Nurse Matilda’

By now, you’ve probably had a chance to see the 
movie “Nanny M c^ee,” based on “The Collected Tales 
of Nurse Matilda,” a book by Christianna Brand. But if 
you liked the movie, is it worth checking ouf the book? 
Time For Kids asked kid reporter Aminah Sallam to 
review the book. Here’s her take:

Can you irhagine having more 
than 20 children? Well, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown can! “The Collected Tales of Nurse 
Matilda” is a 384-page children’s fiction book by 
Christianna Brand.

The story is about sweet Mrs. Brown and truthful 
Mr. Brown and their terribly, terribly naughty children. 
The family had had several governesses, nurses and 
nannies, but no one was able to keep the kids in line 
until Nurse Matilda.

TEACHING MANNERS
To some. Nurse Matilda was ugly, but to others she 

was lovely, except for that “hideous front taith sticking 
out like a huge tombstone over her lower lip”! She also

had magical powers and 
was always able to 

teach the Brown 
children to 

behave in a 
creative and 
kind way.

On a
scale of one 
t 10,1 
would rate 
this book a 

six for the 
humor and the 

way the children 
find such foolish 

things to do. Overall, 1 
felt Nurse Matilda and the children were not very believ
able characters, but they were funny. The Brown chil
dren’s mischievous antics will definitely make you laugh.

This book, though charming in many ways, has its 
pros and cons. 1 would recommend it for families who 
like to read stories out-loud together because of all the 
witty dialogue. At the same time, American readers 
might have some difficulty with the vocabulary in the 
book because it is written in British English. For exam
ple, did you know that “nappy” is a diaper?

—Amiruth Sallam, II
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