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By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

up very big at the 2006 Big
Spring Independent School
District Spelling Bee.

Diminutive Moss Elementary
fourth-grader Gabbie Trevino
survived 18 rounds and a tough
challenge from Goliad Middle
School’s Derek Payton to claim
the spelling crown Thursday
afternoon at the junior high
school cafeteria.

With ¢he victory, Trevino
advances to the Regional
Spelling Bee in Lubbock March
4. The winner there advances to
the Scripps-Howard National
Spelling Bee later this year in
Washington D.C.

Stage fright may have played a
big role in thinning out the list
of contenders Thursday, as
everyone but Trevino and

first two rounds.

speaking into a microphone.

Moss fourth grader
Bee-comes local
spelling champion

and I just practiced with that.”
All that practice paid off,

The smallest contestant came See BEE, Page 3A

Moss Elementary fourth grader
Gabble Trevino, at right, survived a

Payton were eliminated in the tough challenge from Gollad

Middle School’s Derek Payton,
But it seems that the last thing above, to claim the champlonship
Trevino was scared of was of the 2006 Big Spring

“We have this karaoke Moy m?ch::olubls::.ct
machine at home,” she said. SPoWng Y SEROSK.
| “We turned off the music part, Herald photo/Steve Reagan

DRA planning on ‘upscale’ Funtastic Fourth

By THOMAS JENKINS
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Staff Writer

July may seem pretty
far in the future for most,
but for Big Spring's
Downto Revitalization
Associa?ixc:/n it comes
entirely too fast — every
year.

That could have some-
thing to do with the local

Fourth Festival, which
draws thousands from all
over West Texas to down-
town Big Spring for plen-
ty of food, fun and music.

The group met

Thursday at Country cers the group had in 2005

“We’re really pumped. We’re really
excited about this year’s festival.”

—John Bryans, DRA president

while vice president Jo

was also unable to attend,
was named secretary, and
Ellen Barefoot agreed to
serve a second term as
treasurer.

Bryans said he hopes to
see the 2006 Funtastic
Fourth become a more

Howard
softball team
moves to
6-0 after

Page 6A

50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 WEEKEND

State
sued

ESL, bilingual

programs fall

behind, Latino
groups contend

TYLER (AP) — Latino
advocates filed a federal
lawsuit Thursday asking
that Texas improve
supervision over English
as a Second Language
and bilingual education
programs to ensure stu-
dents who are learning
English don’t lag behind
others.

The lawsuit contends
Texas has failed for years
to appropriately oversee
the programs at public
schools, leaving thou-
sands of children with
limited English skills to
fail exit tests, drop out or
be held back.

Officials with the Texas
Education Agency had
not yet seen the lawsuit
and couldn’t comment,
said agency spokes-
woman DeEtta Culbert-
son.

See SUIT, Page 3A

Festival

is going to be our fifth
anniversary for doing
this, and we feel like
that’s a small milestone
that we're going to kind of
work off. We want to get

people excited about it.
We're going to be looking

Western Fare restaurant
to elect its officers —
which yielded the deci-
sion to keep the same offi-

— and talk about the
Funtastic Fourth.

John Bryans agreed to
stay on as president,

Ann Staulcup — who was “upscale” event.
“We want to do an contests and better ven-

unable to attend the meet-

for better bands, better

ing — was re-elected as upscale deal on it this
well, Dana Baker, who year,” said Bryans. “This See DRA, Page 3~

BSISD trustees mull

A better
education

Rotarians give
time, books to
Goliad students

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

The Greater Big Spring
Rotary Club has decided
to put its money where
its mouth is in its attack
on illiteracy.

For the past several
months, local Rotarians
have been volunteering
their time as reading
assistants at local
schools, according to
chapter president Walter
Brumley.

decided that
See ROTARY, Page 3A

But club members Gollad Middie School

from left, Sierra Hinojosa, Reba Smith, Matthew Tompkins
wasn’'t and Alex Rodriguez, examine some of the books donated to the school by the Greater Big
Spring Rotary Club. Club members, back row, from left, Debbye ValVerde, Walter Brumiey,
Troy Tompkins and Carl Condray look on.

Herald photo/Steve Reagan
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teacher salary hikes
to stay competitive

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Apparently, it's never
too early ! start working
on a budget.

Although several
months still remain in
this fiscal year, Big
Spring Independent
School District trustees
began discussing a gener-
al outline of next year’s
budget at their regular
meeting Thursday at the
high school board room.

The majority of discus-
sion centered on how
BSISD can  make . its
teacher salaries more
competitive with other
school districts in the

area.
Superinten-

dent Michael
Downes told
trustees that,
despite the
fact that
BSISD pays
its teachers
Downes ahove state

mandates, it

still lags behind several
school districts in this
area. For example, he
noted that the average
actual salary for Big
Spring teachers this
school year is $37,840,
compared to $39,372 in
Midland and $40,202 in

See BSISD, Page 3A

EQIP APPLICATIONS DUE

The deadline for the USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
to accept applications for 2006
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
. {EQIP) funding is Friday, Feb. 17.

- Applications

for EQIP funds received on

‘ -ummmwummm
. funded from the initial allocation to
éﬂourdCouny Last year EQIP
in Howard County totaled $280,145.00.
Those interested in signing an EQIP
application should visit the USDA
Center office in Big 8 302 West
20, Suite 101 or call
or access the information on the Texas
NRCS Web site at www.tx.nros.usda.gov.

1871, ext. 3
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Obituaries
Rex A. Shive

Rex A. Shive, 75, of Coahoma died Thursday, Feb. 9,
2006, at his residence. Graveside funeral services will
be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 11, 2006, at the
Coahoma Cemetery with Tom Koger, pastor of First
Presbyterian Church of Coahoma, officiating and the
Rev. Allen Guthrie, retired Presbyterian minister,
assisting. ‘

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. today at the funeral home.

He was born Jan. 11, 1931, in Big Spring and married
Cleo Little Aug. 8, 1948, in Coahoma.

Mr. Shive was a lifelong resident of Howard County
and farmed near Coahoma before retiring in 1996. He
had also worked for Cosden for 19 years. He was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church of Coahoma.

Survivors include his wife, Cleo Shive of Coahoma;
one son, Rob Shive of Austin; two daughters, Sharon
Van Den Houten and husband, Walter of Abilene and
Janene Shive Gryder of San Angelo; three grandchil-
dren, Lisa Vasile of San Antonio, Kimberly Godines of
Abilene and Amy Gryder of San Angelo; and three
great grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Percy
Nolan and Ruth Wolf Shive.

The family suggests memorials be made to the First
Presbyterian Church, Box 94, Coahoma 79511 or to
Odyssey Hospice, 1003 E. FM 700, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at

www.npwelch.com.
Paid obituary

Lonnie Gene Webb

Lonnie Gene Webb, 64, of Big Spring died Friday,
Feb. 3, 2006, at his residence. Private family services
were held in San Antonio.

He was born Sept. 19, 1941, in Big Spring.

Lonnie was a musician, entertainer and an architec-
tural engineer. He served as a Spec 4 in the United
States Army.

Survivors include his mother, Beatrice Webb of Big
Spring; his sister, Glenda Cruse of San Antonio; and
other extended family in East Texas.

He was preceded in death by his father, Leon Webb.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Dr. Odis Lynn Avant

Dr. Odis Lynn Avant, 60, of Lubbock
died Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2006 in
Lubbock. Services are 10 a.m. Saturday,
4 Feb. 11, 2006, at Broadway Church of
Christ in Lubbock with Rodney
Plunkett officiating. Interment will fol-
low in Resthaven Memarial Park

Spring“to the late Reginald and Lola
Avant and married Verlene Garrett in
Lamesa in 1963. He graduated University of Texas at
San Antonio Medical School with a doctorate in med-
icine in 1970 and was a senior partner at Lubbock
Urology Clinic, practicing in Lubbock for 31 years. He
was staff at Covenant Medical Center, University
Medical Center and Highland Hospital.

He is survived by his wife, Verlene Avant of
Lubbock; three children, Steven Avant of Lubbock,
Lecretia Jones and husband, Jeff of Hurst and Keith
Avant and wife, Jennifer of Lubbock; four grandchil-
dren; brother, Roger Avant of Big Spring; sister-in-
law, Carolyn Garrett of Lubbock; two nieces; and six
nephews,

The family suggests memorials to Lubbock
Children’s Home, or to your favorite charity.

The family will receive friends at the funeral home
today from 5 p.m. until 6:30 p.m.

Arrangements are under the direction of Resthaven
Funeral Home of Lubbock.

Sergio Gonzalez Jr.

Sergio Gonzalez Jr., 5, of Big Spring died
Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2006, in Lubbock. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Support groups

FRIDAY

* AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m. _

SUNDAY

* Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

He was born 'Aug..28% 1945, in Big -

Cordially Invite You to
Attend our Services

TRINITY BAPTIST

267-6344

The world needs
more warm hearts
and fewer hot

810 11TH PLACE

| Randy Cotton
Pastor

10:00 a.nj

11:00 a.m.

over KBYG 1400 AM Evangelistic Service....6:00 p.m,

Wednesday Service......7:00p.m.

\
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 ajn. Thursday and 8 am.
today:

« ELDA BERNAL, 35, 3612 Hamilton, was arrested
Wednesday and held for the HCSO. '

« AMBER ALEXANDER, 26, of 1907 Runnels, was
arrested Wednesday and held for the HCSO.

+ JULIE ANN MINCE, 33, of 16 Kinley Lane, was
arrested Wednesday and held for the HCSO.

« ALISHA AMITH, 33, of 4202 Old Colorado City
Highway, was arrested Wednesday and held for the
HCSO.

« CHRISTOVAL MORENO, 46, of 1105 N. Nolan,
was arrested Thursday on a charge of theft of a
firearm.

« RAUL MARTINEZ, 48, of 1510 Oriole, was arrest-
ed Thursday on a charge of criminal trespass.

* THEFT was reported:

- in the 400 block of Fourth Street.

- in the 1000 block of Third Street.

* POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA - TWO OUNCES
OR LESS IN A DRUG FREE ZONE was reported in
the 900 block of 11th Place.

« EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION was report-
ed in the 1600 block of Third Street.

 CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 400
block of Main Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« TONY DREW WYRICK, 22, was arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of harassment.

« EPIFANIO HINOJOSA, 21, was transferred to the
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana - two ounces or less in a drug
free zone.

« CHRISTOBAL LIMON MORENO, 46, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a
charge of theft of a firearm.

« DENISE KAYLA HORTON, 42, was arrested
Thursday on a charge of bondsman off bond for dri-
ving while license invalid.

« RICARDO CASTILLO, 27, was transferred to the
county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge of
bondsman off bond for theft.

« CLETE MATTHEW STONE, 22, was arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of public intoxi-
cation. -

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity: ,

» MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 blogk of Ent. '’

One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of Sunset
Boulevard. One person was transported to SMMC.

 TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. Service was refused.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of
Birdwell Lane. One person was transported to SMMC.

Take note

* ISAIAH 58 FOOD DISTRIBUTION is moving to
the old West Texas Food Bank building, 1208 E. Third
St., this Monday and Tuesday only. Monday food will
be distributed from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. and Tuesday
from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. and again from 5 p.m.
until 7 p.m. When the road in front of the Isaiah 58
building, 107 Runnels, has been repaved, operations
will resume at that location. For more information,
call 268-1270.

* VALENTINE’S DAY FASHION SHOW at the Big
Spring Mall begins at 2 p.m. Saturday. Prizes and dis-
counts will be offered at this free event. Sponsored by
Uptown Salon and Day Spa, this features the mer-
chants of the mall. Call 267-1544 for more information.

* BSHS SPEECH AND DEBATE TEAM SILENT
AUCTION beginning at 7 p.m. Saturday in the high
school library to raise funds for State UIL competition
in Pharr San Juan March 2-5. Also, the students are
also sponsoring A Mile of Pennies to raise funds for
the trip and will be at Wal-Mart at 9 a.m. Saturday,
collecting change for the project. For more informa-
tion, call 264-3641, ext. 151.

* ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

inpatient & Outpatient Services + Great Customer Services

24 Hours / 7 Days A Week Coverage

Modern Equipment ® Caring & Competent Staff

1501 W. 11th Place, 2nd Floor

432-264-7180
Call For Appointment

Friday, February 10, 2006
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" | except Christmas Day. All materials

Bulletin board

if you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall

TODAY

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area senior
citizens are invited.

SATURDAY

« Free eye glasses are available from 9 a.m. until
11:45 a.m. in the Event Center, 1607 E. Third.

« Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MONDAY

« The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s
Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at
11:30 a.m. '

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

« Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant.

« DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

» Christian Singles Fellowship ‘meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

* Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY

« Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

« Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend.

« Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. for din-
ner with a meeting to follow at 1st and Goliad streets.
All Msons are welcome to attend.

« Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in art are invited to attend.

* Order of the Eastern Star No. 67 meets at 7:30 p.m.
Aat 221 Main. ' '

e
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Tonight...Partly cloudy. Colder. Lows in the mid 20s.
North winds around 15 mph.

Saturday...Partly cloudy in the morning then clear-
ing. Highs in the mid 40s. North winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 20s.
Northwest winds around 10 mph in the evening
becoming light and variable.

Sunday...Mostly sunny. Not as cool. Highs around
60. Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Sunday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 20s.

Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s.

Monday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.

Tuesday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.

Tuesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 40s.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

.Wednesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid
30s.

Thursday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s.

Lottery

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 19-24-27-32 (numerical
order). Bonus Ball: 20.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

Estimated jackpot for Monday night drawing:
$250,000.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 6-7-9-15-36.

Number matching five of five: 0.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Friday night.

The winning Pick 8 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-0-9
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E DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble and to petition the Government
Jor a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
Susanne Reed
Publisher
Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

OUR Vmws

We salute:

Each week, the Herald salutes individuals
and groups from our community and area
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.

We recognize these special people for working
to help make our region a better place to live,
work and play

This week we salute:

e Big Spring High School theatre students and
instructor Tracie Lindsey who put together
Thursday’s “We Love the 80s” winter review. It was
great fun!

* The West Texas Health Care System on its Four
Chaplains Memorial Service — in remembrance of
U.S. armed forces veterans who died during the pre-
vious year — and also to Raymond Stuckel, Floyd
Hickman and Greg Aguilar, who were presented with
the Legion of Honor, which the VA awards to employ-
ee and volunteers for outstanding service to veterans.

* Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce Leadership
Big Spring “students,” who held their first class
Thursday.

» Howard County area Boy giou ts.,pn anather suc-

ftelssful food drive, and drea Girl Scay ts for getting
eir ahmual ‘cookie drive off the ground with special
sales going to airmen and women deployed out of
Dyess AFB.

» Heritage Museum and the volunteers and local
beauty shops and individuals who participated in last
Saturday’s opening of the “Beauty in Big Spring”
exhibit.

» 2006 Big Spring ISD Spelling Bee champion Gabbie
Trevino, runner-up Derek Payton and fellow partici-
pants Jana Stiles, Hannah Biemeret, Kenan Lewis,
Clarissa Medina and Brianna Kight. Thanks, too, to
all moderator, judges and staff who conducted the
event.

known to all. As you
Letters know, RSD is not a new
disease and is very much
To the Editor: understood, and a lot of
My name is Marillyn Ppeople either do not
Miears, and I am looking believe you or just do not
for any persons that live Wwant to now about it.
in the Big Spring area My daughter and I are
that has RSD, Reflex planning a bake sale for
Sympathetic Dystrophy. RSD Awareness on May
Our daughter Debbie 13, at our local Wal-Mart.
Rawls has RSD now for So, if there is anyone here
nearly two years and we that has this and would
would like to get a sup- like to help us spread the
port group started. There Wword about RSD, you can
are so many that have call me at 935-6278
this horrible disease that Marillyn Miears
we want to make it Big Spring

How To Contact Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor @ bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk @bigspringherald.com.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
Wymxmwnomorothanaoo\mm

mm
:1* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

. clude is a member of

Heard enough on ‘domestic’ abuse

ereby expressly consent to

the NSA eavesdropping.on

any telephonic, Internet or

other electronic forms of com-
munications I may have —
whether I initiate or am on the
receiving end of the communica-
tion — with any per-
son or persons the
government has rea-
sonable basis to con-

al Qaeda, affiliated
with al Qaeda or a
member of an organi-
zation affiliated with
al Qaeda.

I aver that I have DaviD
no expectation of pri- LIMBAUGH
vacy with respect to
any communications
I might have with suspected or
known al Qaeda members or per-
sons linked to al Qaeda or related
terrorist organizations. Indeed, I'd
like to meet the person who would
pretend to be victimized by an
interception of a call he had with
al Qaeda.

As usual with the Democratic
leadership, it’s difficult to tell for
sure whether its motivation in
attempting to scandalize the presi-
dent’s wartime electronic surveil-
lance of the enemy is purely politi-
cal, based on legitimate civil-liber-
ties concerns or a combination of
both.

But given its overt misrepresen-
tation of the president’s program
and its disregard for the historical
practice of warrantless electronic
surveillance of the enemy by the
presidents of both parties, my bet
is that their motivation is parti-
san.

If Democratic leaders were truly
concerned about potential
infringements of privacy rights,
would they repeatedly mischarac-
terize the program as “domestic”
spying? Would they have pretend-
ed the president conducted this

program completely clandestinely
when he briefed key members of
Congress from both parties more
than a dozen times?

Would they all repeat the same
hollow mantra, “We are in favor
of spying on al Qaeda”? Isn’t that
what’s going on here? Sorry, boys
and girls, you can’t have it both
ways. Explain to us how you
would protect the nation by
always requiring warrants in this
fast-moving, high-tech world, with
ever-shifting phone numbers and
disposable cell phones — a world
the drafters of FISA couldn’t possi-
bly have envisioned.

Let’s be clear what we're talking
about here. The NSA surveillance
program involves intelligence of a
foreign enemy during war. None
of the interceptions of communica-
tions is for the purpose of crimi-
nal law enforcement but instead
for the detection and prevention of
terrorist attacks against the
United States.

The program clearly does not
apply to purely domestic commu-
nications, where all parties to the
communications are located in the
United States. The Justice
Department has specified that the
president “has authorized the NSA
to intercept international (empha-
sis mine) communications into
and out of the United States of
persons linked to al Qaeda or
related terrorist organizations.”
(For the record, it wouldn’t bother
me if the program included purely
domestic communications as long
as one or more parties to the con-
versation were reasonably
believed to have ties to al Qaeda.)

In light of the Democratic leader-
ship’s exaggerated displays of con-
cern, one might infer it suspects
the president of having assimilat-
ed a list of political enemies and
authorized warrantless wiretaps of
their calls. But it’s difficult to
imagine how anyone could think

this president, who considers Téed
Kennedy a friend and Bill Clinton
a brother, even believes he has
political enemies. It’s not as if
President Bush has hired the
Clintons’ favorite private eye,
Anthony Pellicano, to dig up dirt
on Howard Dean.

If Democrats were not engaged
in partisan shenanigans here, why
did they wait for The New York
Times to leak news of this pro-
gram to raise objections to it when
important members of their party
had been briefed well ahead of the
publication of the story?

Would they be attempting to
criminalize the president’s surveil-
lance program or suggest that it
constitutes an impeachable offense
instead of civilly debating him
over his constitutional authority?
Perhaps we should call for
impeachment of members of
Congress every time they arguably
exceed their constitutional author-
ity, which happens to be almost
daily.

The Democratic leadership
insists it is as vigilant on nation-
al-security matters as the presi-
dent. If that’s the case, why does it
always rush to err on the side of
civil liberties, even when there
are no known victims of any NSA

“surveillance abuses — or of the

Patriot Act, for that matter?

Based on the evidence before us,
it appears once again that the
Democratic leadership is willing
to politicize anything, including
our national security, and that its
cacophony over the Fourth
Amendment is just a lot of hot air
designed to singe the president,
who is manifestly engaged in a
good-faith effort to honor his con-
stitutional duty as Commander in
Chief to protect the nation from
enemy attack.

COPYRIGHT 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

VW" ‘
~’mﬂ«hphomnumber as well as a street
purposes

;.-w.mﬂnrlghttolbmnpublicationtoomlettorpor-

Mmmm

A DDRESSES Phone: 202-224-2934 P.O. .Box 12428
, Austin, 78711
* RANDY NEUGEBAUER Phone: (512) 463-2000
* GEORGE W. BUSH U.S. Representative (19th
Président Cong. District) * KAY BAILEY
The White Hause 1510 Scurry HUTCHISON
Washmgton D.C. 20500 Big Spring U.S. Senator

Phone: (432) 264-0722

* JOHN CORNYN

U.S. Senator * RICK PERRY Phone: 202-224-5922
Washington, DC 20510- Governor
4305 State Capitol, Room 2S5.1 < PETE LANEY

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510

State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768 |
Phene: (512) 463-0604
-KEL SELIGER

State Senator

401 Austin, suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
(432) 268-9909

Republicans are such cards

like to think that Republicans
. are having fun. They're such
' cards. What a wheeze, what a
jape. Talking about en