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State parks ask
comptroller to
free $4.8 million

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

With approximately 39
employees already laid off
since Texas Parks and
Wildlife instituted
its 2006 budget,
more could be on
the way if the state
comptroller does-
n’t allow the orga-
nization to use a
portion of the
funds it collects
this year, accord-
ing to Big Spring
State Park

end of the budget cycle,
which is Aug. 31, without
it. These are good work-
ing people and valued
employees that are get-
ting pink slips.”

“Your state
parks are an
asset to the
local
economies.

They get people

Alton  to come into

Manager Ron Own, and in turn, the
Alton. dollars they spend in

Alton said 39
positions within

the park trickle down

the organization Into the community.”

thit were formerly
occupied have
been nixed, totaling more
than 70 positions overall
that have been cut from
parks across the state.
“We eliminated more
than 70 jobs state wide,”
said Alton. “That’s a lot
of jobs. If we don’t get
that $4.8 million, we're
going to have to go a lot
deeper than those 70-plus
employees that got pink
slips. There's just no way
we’ll make it through the

State

AUSTIN (AP) — The
state treasury has $4.3 bil-
lion more than lawmak-
ers have budgeted to
spend over the next two
years, Comptroller Carole
Keeton™ Strayhorn told
state leaders Wednesday.

About $1.9 billion is ear-
marked for education and
tax reform. The rest of it
is “free money” that law-
makers can use as they

see fit, Deputy
Comptroller Billy
‘Hamilton said.

The $4.8 million Alton
is referring to is a pro-
jected surplus TP&W is
expected to collect during
2006, money that can be
funneled back into the
state agency only with
the OK of Carole Keeton

Strayhorn, comptroller of .

the state of Texas.

“The state comptroller
says we may have an
extra $4.8 million to

See PARKS, Page 3A

FRIENDS FROM HOBBS, N.M.
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Joe Conclenne, left, past president of the Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, talks with Derek Morrissey, an
ambassador with the Hobbs Chamber of Commerce, Thursday at a special reception for the Goodwill Tour of the
Hobbs chamber at the Big Spring chamber offices. About 12 individuals representing the Hobbs' chamber visited Big
Spring, bringing door prizes and plagues establishing goodwill, friendship and a spirit of cooperation between the two
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facmg $4.3 billion surplus

State programs that
were not fully funded in
the current state budget
are hoping for their share
of the budget surplus. A
pharmacy school that has
been built but has no
operating funds and nurs-
ing homes top a list of pri-
orities issued by Gov.
Rick Perry.

Of the surplus, $473 mil-
lion can be spent anytime
by the Legislative Budget
Board. Other expendi-
tures must be approved

Foshures l" Il||
A | VTS %79
Obitusries  2A
4A

Find us online at: dates.

legislative session.

CANDIDATE FORUM SET

The Big Spring Area:Chamber of
hosting a candidate forum
Monday at 6 p.m. in the Big Junhr

Commerce is

What they said

“We've had an uptick in the economy.” —

Comptroller Carole Keeton Strayhom.

“This comptroller can’t count.” —Gov. Rick

Perry spokesperson Kathy Walt.

“They should give it back to the people from
whom they took it.” —Michael Quinn Sullivan,
Texas Public Policy Foundation.

by lawmakers during a largest in Texas in sever-
al years. In contrast, law-

budget in the face of a $10
billion revenue shortfall.
Current projections indi-
cate that the surplus will
grow even larger over the
biennium as the result of
larger-than-expected tax
revenue from consumer
spending and higher oil
and gas prices.

“We’'ve had an uptick in
the economy,” said
Strayhorn, who is run-.
ning against Perry as an
independent candidate for

The surplus is the makers wrote the 2004-05 governor. She noted 28

Seven to

consecutive months of
increased sales tax rev-
enue.

Some of the money, $1.2
billion, is extra tax rev-
enue that came in during
the last budget cycle. The
$1.9 billion reserved for
school funding reform
was stashed away by law-
makers to use in the
upcoming school funding
debate. Another $800 mil-
lion was unspent in hun-

See SURPLUS, Page 3A

compete

for spelling crown

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

Seven Big Spring
Independent School
District students will
compete in the annual
district-wide  Spelling
Bee this afternoon.

The annual bee will be
held at 4:30 p.m. at the
Big Spring Junior High
School cafeteria, accord-
ing to Junior High
School Librarian Robin
Ritchey, coordinator of

served,

the event.

This marks the third
year the district bee will
be sponsored by the local
school district, Ritchey
said.

Moderating the event
will be Elissa Medina-
Bancroft, high school
English teacher. District
trustee Tony Kennedy,
accountant Carol
Policky and Cindy

See BEE, Page 3A

VETERAN OF THE MONTH

Sgt. Micheal Tarpley has been named
the Hangar 25 Air Museum Veteran of the
Month for February.

The public is invited to take part in hon-
oring the Purple Heart recipient at 6 p.m.
Friday in the museum’s Briefing Room at
the McMahon-Wrinkle Airpark.

Refreshments and sandwiches will be

The Vietnam veteran will share his
memories of serving from Decemnber 1967
1o April 1968 in the 101st Airborne.

To honor their service, the museum pro-
files one veteran each month.

For more information, call the museum
at 264-1999.
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Obituaries
Ronald Conway Pavlovsky

o— Services for Ronald Conway
Pavlovsky, 47, of Wolfforth will be at 3
pm Saturday, Feb. 11, 2006, at Bacon
Heights Baptist Church in Wolfforth
with the Rev. Dr. Jerry Joplin officiat-
& ing.
8 Military graveside services will follow
at the Wolfforth Cemetery, under the
direction of Wilsons’ Funeral Directors
of Wolfforth

He died Saturday Feb. 4, 2006, at 8:00
p-m. after a lengthy illness.

He was born May 5, 1958, in Fort Worth to the late
Rannel and Kyleen (Ledford) Pavlovsky.

He married Pamela Pearce Feb. 12, 1998 in Lubbock.
He was a veteran of the United States Marine Corp. He
enjoyed camping, fishing and jokes. He was involved
in marathons and was a supporter of animal rights. He
was a member of Bacon Heights Baptist Church.

He was a devoted husband, father, grandfather and
brother.

He is survived by his wife, Pamela Pavlovsky of
Wolfforth; three sons, Jeffery Spears of Wolfforth and
Chris and Preston Pavlovsky; four daughters,
Suzzette Jordan of Oklahoma, Morgan Spears and
Tiffany Pavlovsky, both of Wolfforth and Candice
Renfrow; two sisters, Tammy Kennedy and family of
Coahoma and Carla Foster and husband, Todd and
family of Big Spring; one brother, Donnie Pavlovsky
and wife, Lori and family of Snyder; his aunt and
uncle, Larissa and Roger Allen and family of Fort
Worth; and three grandchildren.

Viewing will be today from 9 a.m, until 5 p.m. and
the family will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Friday at the funeral home.
Paid obituary

Lota C. Schooler

Lota C. Schooler, 73, of O’Donnell, passed from this
life Feb. 6, 2006, in Lubbock. She was born Sept. 16,
1932, in Merkel to the late Rex Evan and Verna Marie
(Tate) Butchee. ,

Lota married Billy Theral Schooler July 30, 1958, in
Abilene. She graduated from McMurry University in
Abilene with a bachelor of science degree and a mas-
ter of education degree.

Lota was a teacher for O’Donnell Independent School
Didstrict from 1956 until retirement in 1989. Lota was
involved in The 1946 Study Club, where she held many
positions through the years, and a former Texas State
Teachers Assocation member for many years. ‘

She was a very dedicated member of the First United
Methodist Church in O’Donnell, where she was a for-
mer member of the United Methodist Women.

Her two brothers, Bennie J. and Max E. Butchee pre-
ceded Lota in death.

Those left to survive her include her husband, Bill
Schooler of O’Donnell; one daughter, Sharon Anne
Wells and husband, John of O’Donnell; one son, Billy
MacKevan Schooler and wife, Connie of Big Spring;
five grandchildren, Jennifer M. Stinson, Patrick N.
Wells, Karen R. Wells, Leela K. Schooler and Emmalee
R. Schooler; one great-grandchild, Kelsey R. Stinson;
an aunt, Grace Stockton of Lubbock; and numerous
other relatives.

Services will be held at 11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 10, 2006,
at First United Methodist Church in O’Donnell with
Toni Bayley officiating.

The family will receive friends today from 5 p.m.
until 7 p.m. at White Funeral Home in O’'Donnell.

Memorials can be made to the American Cancer
Society, 3411 73rd, Lubbock 79423 or to the First
United Methodist Church of O’Donnell, 612 Fifth,
O’Donnell 79351.

Arrangements are under the personal care of White

Funeral Home in Tahoka.
Paid obituary

Bobbie McCracken

Bobbie McCracken, 53, of Amarillo, formerly of Big
Spring, died Monday, Feb. 6, 2006, in Amarillo.
Graveside services are 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 10, 2006, at
Mount Olive Memorial Park with the Rev. Randy
Cotton, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, officiating.

He was born Aug. 18, 1952, in Howard County. He
grew up in Big Spring, living most of his life here, and
moved to Amarillo 15 years ago. He attended seminary
in Arlington. He was a Baptist.

He is survived by his stepmother, June McCracken
of Big Spring; and a number of cousins.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ethel
McNew McCracken and Byron McCracken; and one
sister, Polly Clem.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Rex A. Shive

Rex A. Shive, 75, of Coahoma died Thursday, Feb. 9,
2006, at his residence. His services are pending with
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of
Big Spring.

Support Groups

THURSDAY

« Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

FRIDAY

» AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8 p.m.
until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
* Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

"LoCAL
Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m.
today: i

* JIMMY FRANKLIN MASSINGILL JR., 38, of
3704 Calvin, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of
public intoxication.

e SALVADOR GUTIERREZ PEREZ, 34, of 1503
Scurry, was arrested Wednesday on a charge of public
intoxication. ;

* DOMINGO ROBLEDO, 19, of Lubbock, was arrest-
ed Thursday on a charge of public intoxication.

* EPIFANIO HINOJOSA, 21, of Stanton, was arrest-
ed Thursday on six local warrants and a charge of pos-
session of marijuana in a drug free zone.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 1800 block of 15th Street.

» ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 100 block
of Algerita.

* AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported: e

- in the 1500 block of Austin.

- in the 1800 block of 15th Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

* JOSHUA KENT BECK, 23, was transferred to the
county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a charge of dri-
ving while license invalid.

« JOHN RANDALL O’HARROW, 52, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on
charges of driving while intoxicated, unauthorized us
of a motor vehicle and driving while license invalid.

« WEHNONAH RENEE HARMES, 34, was arrested
Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of theft of ser-
vices. ~

 JESSIE BALTAZAR JR., 28, was arrested
Wednesday by DPS on a charge of violation of a pro-

tective order. ﬁ
Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency
Medical Services reported the following activity:

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of
Wasson. Service was refused.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 500 block of Dallas.
One person was transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of East
Eighth Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

e MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of
Calvin. One person was transported to SMMC.

* GAS LEAK was reported in the 1400 block of

Take Note

* VALENTINE'’S DAY FASHION SHOW at the Big
Spring Mall begins at 2 p.m. Saturday. Prizes and dis-
counts will be offered at this free event. Sponsored by
Uptown Salon and Day Spa, this features the mer-
chants c € the mall. Call 267-1544 for more information.

 BSHS THEATRE DEPARTMENT PRESENTS
THE 2006 WINTER REVUE “WE LOVE THE 80s”
at 7 p.m. today in the high school auditorium. Tickets
are $3 for adults and $2 for students. For more infor-
mation, call the theatre department at 264-3641, ext.
165.

* BAKE SALE AT SCENIC MOUNTAIN MED-
ICAL CENTER from 7 a.m. until noon Friday.

« BSHS SPEECH AND DEBATE TEAM SILENT
AUCTION beginning at 7 p.m. Saturday in the high
school library to raise funds for State UIL competition
in Pharr San Juan March 2-5. Also, the students are
also sponsoring A Mile of Pennies to raise funds for
the trip and will be at Wal-Mart at 9 a.m. Saturday,
collecting change for the project. For more informa-
tion, call 264-3641, ext. 151.

* A CANDIDATE FORUM sponsored by the Big
Spring Area Chamber of Commerce is 6 p.m. Monday
in the Big Spring Junior High School cafeteria. For
more information, call Michael Downes at 264-3600 or
Debbye ValVerde at 263-7641.

* A BLOOD DRIVE IS SCHEDULED AT MOUN-
TAIN VIEW LODGE from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Feb. 17
at 2009 Virginia Ave. To sign up for the blood drive,
call Jessica Paredez, director of marketing and admis-
sions for Mountain View Lodge, at 263-1271.

East Side Baptist Church
is giving you
Two Chances To Hear

1108 E. 6th  Big Spring, TX 267-1915
Saturday, Fobruary HR Q00PN ¢
Sunday, Fobruary 121h @ 9:45 & 10:45 AN

(Nursery Provided For 4 Years & Under)

| Box 1431, Big Spring, TX 79721. Perlodicals postage paid at Big
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‘Bulletin Board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

« Friends of the Library meets at noon in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

« Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the
Railroad Museum located* at Second and Main
streets.

« American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at
3203 W. Highway 80.

« The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

» Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more infor-
mation.

« Staked Plains Lodge No. 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at
221 Main.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane. _ |

« Spring City Senior Citizen's Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur-
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area senior
citizens are invited.

SATURDAY

 Free eye glasses are available from 9 a.m. until
11:45 a.m. in the Event Center, 1607 E. Third.

» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

» The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s
Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at
11:30 a.m.

* Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758. _

* Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ.

Tonight...Partly cloudy. Not as cool. Lows in the
upper 30s. Southwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Friday...Partly cloudy. Cooler. Highs in the upper
40s. North winds 15 to 25 mph.

Friday night...Partly cloudy. Colder. Lows in the mid
20s. North winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday...Partly cloudy in the morning then clear-
ing. Highs in the mid 40s. North winds 15 to 20 mph.

Saturday night...Mostly clear. Lows around 20.

Sunday...Mostly sunny. Not as cool. Highs in the
upper 50s.

Sunday night...Clear. Lows in the upper 20s.

Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

Monday night...Partly cloudy. Lows around 30.

Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s.

Tuesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 60s.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 7-11-25-26-34. Bonus Ball: 7.

Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 1.
Prize: $64 million.

Winning ticket sold in: Houston.

Number matching one of five, plus Bonus Ball:
35,683. Prize: $3.

Estimated jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $4
million. :

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 3-12-15-18-21.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $32,015.

Winning tickets sold in: Houston.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-6-1
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Robert Neville Jr., who tortured his 19.year-old victim
ot the before fatally shooting her, went uickly
Neville, 31, slipped into ﬁncono?mm g :
onds after lethal drugs were pumped lnhohh.armaf" '
was 1t)ronounoed dead seven minutes later Wedne:hyw Russ
Howard mm“hy-mmﬂunl him the third Texas inmate executed mﬂtw
ey Neviile was on parole for burglary when he and a plaque honoring :
friend eight years ago abducted
i in the tally impaired woman from Arunmm Robmaomn,am:g S Speing and
n,
n in the with shots from a pellet gun, then fatally shot her with establishing good-
1d Main Neville and his com n = will, friendship and
3 p.m. at gg‘;“’m“m two weeks later after they we!x":e arrest- cooperation
Th::vet::{hucl:edutheywatchedherdie. between Big Spring
at 606 E. no laughter in the death chamber as an and Hobbs, N.M
ings. For  obviously nervous Neville trembled, his shirt shaking e
i3-3840 or :e w:‘;’g‘l;i:! of his heartbeat, in the seconds before from Patty Collins,
he an opportunity to make a final state- chalrman-elect of
ets. ilI:Ifew ’ the Hobbs, N.M.,
re infor- Com
Education board to debate English | il
mmersion
J0 p.m. at E:;\USTIN (AP) — Some members of the State Board of Hereld pasko/ acsha Sturdivant
Eoaih Inmeion: nacion o o Higin
on
programs to teach public school students to read,
s from 9 write and speak English.
37 or 267- alTl;)i(liay' theel()l(:lacl;:it iv;rilllv:i!::mte the me:'its of tradition-
ingual us immersion, a method to
ot ton in that particular language. ~ ©© .
t in g
Bird Immersion proponents
= absorb Englisll: wggn mvexotix&n?:;p:?uieengﬂgg BEE tc)zgsgtlgé ot'h:;lle ?: (:it:cel;re‘: O{Sé Bi. Bauert Magﬁet e s
intry and | say immersion students can’t learn basic skills when winner,” Ritch lemeret, .champion; Anthony
b faatiir- mdare being taught in a language they don’t under- Continued from Page 1A The winner ot?i’h?(il(iiétrict bee will Ctsnmzh?r:ggﬁte‘mementary
ea senior . : represent Big Spring at th i o
State law requires schools Hillman, the gifted and talented g Spring at the region- Tavaris Walker, champion;
st T L Tee BeLKe 1D nl::?lzil:l gﬂho ng mk“al :lﬂs&m_ coglrdinator for the school district, ;litg‘\:;l e month in Lubbock, Danlt:ha McGee, alternate.
guage other than English. B will serve as judges. g > Marcy Elementary — Clarissa
d. in their native language, while helping them to mas. 27e Policy for mis-spelled words — i o e
V. Third. ter English. ' one strike, and they’re out. But the s{uﬁég Sl;;i;g Junior High — Jana + Moss Elementary — Gabbie
rules change slightly when the bee altern'atg. B ;‘lrevmo, TR e Ly
Willie Nelson introduces California 8‘3}3 to its final two competitors. *Goliad Middle School — Derek femla(‘(te‘;twood Element
to own brand of diesel fuel . thelt;)(t)lx)l: Jgi:ahl‘:::too);msusi; atwor:i Payton, champion; C.W. Kinney, Brianna Kight, champif)rrll;a(g{\am;
Teacher’s inmu?;gm (AP )l; ng:llnnw singer Willie Nelson pelithat word  whemiate. Akison, alsemats,
t Howard Californ esday to “BioWillie,” his
brand of clean-burning fuel : endured ' '
S g fuel made from soybeans. severe budgetary your vacations and trips, b
i BioWillie went on sale at an alternative fuel station PARKS cuts over the last few consider a state parll().': wlﬁg:qieyh::en%u;ﬁasz‘;fd
mieats dt n Sa:in Diego where the 72-year-old Texan drew a Continued from Page 1A years. said Alton. “My family And just think of iov\;
enter, 306 cro:;r(l as he filled his tour bus from a pump embla- Our region covers the loves the park in popular golf is. Even
ns at 5:30 z‘ff;t 1"&“’ a picture of himself strumming a guitar. spend this year,” said Panhandle, out east Monahans park, whichis European visitors  are
- s the future,” Nelson said. “Through biodiesel, Alton. “That’s if we main- toward Wichita Falls, like the kids’ giant sand coming te s “th‘)irds in
. TX 1756 we can reduce dependency on foreign oil and adopt an tain the current trend Fossum Kingdom Lake, box. Balmorhea and the Texas, and 6 have soime
Birdwell :nergy s%urce that’s clean renewable and helps family according to the amount Brownwood“and Abilene,” Fort Davis area is just aniazfng birds right here
aﬁ?’oﬁﬁwi‘dm“?m ‘;s;;s t:or ft:lseh. products.” of revenue ’we have com- ‘s”a;d Alt(;r'l‘. It also all the incredible._ Put those des- in Big Spring.”
. o ca’s test growing alternative ing in. That’s people visit- y south to San Angelo tinations in your travel For more information
, according to the U.S. Department of Energy. U.S. ing the parks, buying ice and back to Big Spring. plans because that’sgoing on the Big Spring Stat
s v f,al o6 of biodiesel tripled last year to75 million gallons, and firewood. It may SO We have a good hunk  to help.” Park, contact Alfcnat 263(?
o ultd accoiunt for less(i an 1 percent of the diesel fuel . seem’ like these thirigs of territory. Whenwesaw  And while state parks 4931.
i the sold nationwide, said Jenna Higgins, a spokeswoman don’t generate much rev- the budget cnts.coming, = may look<ike a luxury at
or the National Biodiesel Board, which is hosting a €nue, but on a statewide Weknew we weregoingto first glancep-Alton said Contact Staff Writer
the nfver conference on biodiesel in San Diego. scale it adds up. be in a financial pickle at they have a much deeper Thomas Jenkins at 26‘:)3-
. xﬁ? than 600 filling stations sell biodiesel to the ;‘L"St because the parks g:te beginning of our bud- impact on the communi- 7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
. . . make a certain amount of year. ties the ide in. 1 ingh
in the mid money statewide, we . We planned ahead and “Stateypr:rslltseairr:zn't just g;dcg)y'ges hebEsyinse:
hen clear- Suspect in fatal immigrant don’t necessarily get to 9id some winterization, for leisure,” said Alton.
0 2 smuaali hd spend what we make. So whichalot of the parks in  “Your state parks are an
0 mph. ggling cras jes in |all ’ i R
d 20 CORPUS CHRI we're asking the comp- egion 6 did as well. In asset to the local
hs 10 the January orash ﬂ?;rl (AP) — The suspected driver ina troller to authorize this December, January and economies. They get peo- MYERS & SMITH
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Jor a redress of grievances.”

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big

Susanne Reed
Publisher
John A. Moseley Bill McClellan
Managing Editor News Editor
OuR VIEWS

Defense budget
well thought out

e new defense strategy, along with
ext year’s defense budget, marks a
clear and persuasively argued break
with the assumptions that shaped

Texans still misunderstood

Thursday, February 9, 2006

defense spending in the second half of the
20th century. It could have profound conse-
quences for national security in coming
years. ...

Critics worry that Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s model of defense ignores a contin-
uing conventional military threat in Korea
and unwisely weakens traditional alliances
by reducing old Cold War garrisons in Europe
and the Far East. ...

Some press reports make much of the record
size of the proposed 2007 defense budget, but
it has about the same purchasing power as
the 1991 budget during Gulf War I. It takes a
smaller percentage of the nation’s income
than any defense budget from 1950-2000.

Compared to the 1991 budget, it proposes to
spend far less on manpower and about an
equal amount on research, develppment& test-
ing and-precurement ... - BT

The new budget is only a propoea, and it is
sure to be rearranged by Congress before it
becomes a reality. But it reflects a well-
thought-out rationale for the nation’s armed
forces. It faces real current threats as well as
possible future ones and is a reasonable allo-
cation of the nation’s resources.

The Post and Courier, Charleston, S.C.

YOUR VIEWS

ne of Leon Hale’s recent Which is where I met him. be clean for church on Sunday.
columns is about Anyway, I have to agree with Sometimes we’ll take a bath at
myth of Texas Leon. I have met many a U.S. citi- midweek, too, but not often.
people from outside our zen who came to Texas expecting This sent her into a tizzy. She
fine state still believe that “there’'s to find cattle drives down Main wouldn’t dream of not having a
nothing in Texas but cowboys, Street and everyone totin’ Colt daily bath — preferably a shower.
Indians, oil wells, horses, steers, revolvers. I told her I didn’t see how that
football players and bald prairies.” Ihave a friend from Canada was possible, but maybe I could

He went on to pro- who, back when I first met her rig up something to run water
claim, that even through the Internet, had similar thmnghawatermcanthat'would
some Texans don't misconceptions about Texas and bouhashower.i{shedidnt
believe West Texas Texans. I'm pretty sure she con- mind it being kind’a cold cause it
has any trees. jured up visions of hitchin’ posts  would be straight out of the well.

He writes, “But in front of saloons accessed She made up her mind right
don't tell me there's swinging doors. then to stay in a motel.
no timber in West She laughed when I'd say we Of course when she did finally
Texas. I grew up were “fixin’” supper (“Is it broke?) come to visit, she found out that
wandering beneath and I'd tell her that she was equal- we do have running water and it
it, and climbing it, 44 ly in error to say that she was was permissible to take a bath or
and swinging on its Bl “making chicken,” cause only God a shower daily. It’s been a joke of
limbs. McCLeLLaN  could do that. Poor girl didn’t ours ever since.

"It grows not in even know what chicken fried She also discovered another
broad forests but steak was. Texas trait... we sometimes love to
along the banks of rivers and She had never been to Texas. tell tall tales.
creeks and branches, and some She’s a curious sort and loves to Hale is right, some people still
West Texas stream-bank cotton- travel and so my wife and I invit-  have a real misunderstanding
woods, sycamores, elms and other  ©d her down for a week. I told her, about our great state. And some-
hardwoods will rival in size the “Of course you know this is Texas times we help them along with
big ones you find in East Texas.” and more importantly West Texas. that, just for fun.

Hale is a columnist for the Furthermore, we live out in the
Houston Chronicle, has been for country - not in town - and out Bill McClellan is news editor for
years and years. He used to teach  here, we don’t have running the Herald. He can be reached at
some classes at Sam Houston State Water. We draw bathwater from 263-7331 or by e-mail at news-
University back in the early 1970s, the well every Saturday so we can desk@bigspringherald.com
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Washington, 20510
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Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (512) 463-0604
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State Cenator , __ . .
401 Austin, suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
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Home: 263-4835.

Home: 267-6009; Work

(Greg's Grill): 267-7121.
W.A. “WooDY” JUMPER

—Home: 263-0782;

Work (BSSH): 267-8216.

STePHANIE HORTON —
Home: 264-0306; Work
(VA Medical Center):
263-7361..
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Home: 2634880, .

JOANN KnOX — Home:
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-
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JUDGE — Home: 263-
4155; Office: 264-2202.
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267-2649. .
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Home: 263-2566.
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U.N. dishonors Cuban patriot

write beautiful love poems.

ink of him as one of because they know what’s happen-

ose Cuban or ing here,” Chavez said after Generations of Cubans have con-
Venezuelan exiles who accepting his prize. “They will for- sulted Marti’'s writings as others
spend most of their time ever try to preserve the U.S. would Marx or the Bible.

wor’ to free their homelands

from totalitarian regimes.

Had he been alive today, there is

empire by all means, while we

Sentences from his huge body of

To THE EDITOR,

I would personally like
to commend the fans and
people of Big Spring for
their show of support and
active participation
Monday night at the
Howard College-South
Plains College basketball
games. The turnout at
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum
was exceptional.

Our contest was played
in an outstanding venue
for junior college basket-
ball. An environment as
such with great spirit and

enthusiasm from the
crowd makes for an excit-
ing night of entertain-
ment.

Once again congratula-
tions to the fans for the
backing of your team and
the WJCAC.

We hope to see you in
Levelland on campus of
South Plains College for
round two.

STEVE GREEN

SoutH PLAINS COLLEGE
HEAD BASKETBALL COACH,
LEVELLAND

.

How To ConTtAcT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

» By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor @ bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk @ bigspringherald.com.

» By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald weicomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

* Sign your letter. _

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

« Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be o
mailed to editor @ bigspringheraid.com

no doubt that he would have been
trying to regain his freedom from
Fidel Castro’s Communist dictator-
ship or Hugo Chavez's Bolivarian
Revolution.

When he noted that “a nation is
not governed like you command a
military camp,” you would think
he was referring to some of
today’s anti-democratic Latin
American leaders.

But he was criticizing the
Spanish rule of Cuba and Latin
America and he wrote those words
more than a century ago.

His name was Jose Marti —
Cuba'’s greatest patriot, poet and
writer — a man who gave his life
fighting for democracy and free-
dom.

And yet last week, the United
Nation’s dishonored his name by
giving the Jose Marti
International Prize to Chavez — a
man recently compared to Adolf
Hitler by U.S. Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld. _

And who handed the Venezuelan
president the Marti prize on
behalf of UNESCO?

Fidel Castro — the world’s
longest reigning dictator.

Just when we thought U.N. offi-
cials could go no father to display
their leftist inclinations, out they
come with another demonstration
of cheir anti-American sentiments.

The Marti award, designed in
1994 to honor an individual or
institution that has contributed to
the unity of Latin American
nations, gave Castro and Chavez
another opportunity to take cheap
shots at the United States.

In a 2 1/2-hour speech at
Havana's Revolution Plaza, Chavez
warned that Americans should be
concerned about Latin America’s
growing number of leftist leaders.

“They are right to be worried,

will do everything possible to work, collected in 73 volumes,

shred it.” have been extracted to defend
To honor this demagogue in the almost any point of view.

name of Marti is an insult to the He has been quoted out of con-

intelligence of anyone who knows  text as either strongly anti-

the true nature of the late Cuban American or as favoring a Latin

patriot, who died in 1895 during America in the image of the

Cuba’s war of independence with
Spain.

There is no doubt that Marti,
who spent the last
and most productive
15 years of his life as
an exile in New York
City, would have
been an exile again
today.

It was from the
United States that he
launched his crusade
for Cuba'’s indepen-

MiGuEL
dence and — as a cor- Persz

respondent for vari-
ous Latin American
publications — helped foster the
ideals of democracy in the
Americas.

He was killed shortly after
returning to fight in Cuba at the
age of 42. Seven years later, as a
result of Marti’s stirring writings,
speeches and actions, Cubans cele-

day on May 20, 1902.

Most Cubans, whether for or
Castro, think of Marti the
way most Americans think of
George Washington and Thomas
Jefferson. His energy, his ability

:

United States. The truth probably
lies somewhere in between.

He was a firm believer in indi-
vidual initiative, private property
and honest profit. He admired
American accomplishments, but
he also saw a society in which too
much emphasis was placed on
material wealth and selfish inter-
ests.

But in Castro’s Cuba, Marti is
depicted as the ultimate anti-impe-
rialist. Children are taught that he
is the “intellectual author” of the
Cuban Revolution, that Castro and
Chavez are following Marti’s foot-
steps.

Teachers quote Marti’'s word to
describe this country — “monster”
— totally out of context. They tell
students that Marti was describing
imperialism and evil, instead of
something gigantic and powerful.

Then, they censure his warnings
about the dangers of socialism and
his writings on totalitarian
regimes because they would dam-
age the image of Castro and
Chavez.

“One revolution is still neces-
sary, the one that will not end
with the rule of its leader,” Marti
wrote. Of course, that quote that is
censured in Cuba.

But apparently, even the United
Nations has embraced the distort-
ed view of Marti.

To find out more about Miguel
Perez, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-

HT 2005 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.
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I’'m Fondue of You

Plunge. Dip. Soak. Plop.

Everyone has their own

fondue style ... which means
chocolate fun for everyone!
1 bag Dove Brand Dark
Chocolate Hearts
1 bag Milky Way Brand
Minis for Valentine’s Day
1 cup heavy cream
Assorted fresh and dried
fruits (pineapple, apple,
strawberries, grapes)
Regular-sized
marshmallows
Store-bought cookies

1. In a large microwave-safe bowl,
combine chocolate hearts, candy
bar minis and heavy cream.

2. Heat in microwave 3 to § minutes,
stirring frequently.

3. Pour warm chocolate mixture
into bowl surrounded with fruits,
marshmallows and cookies.

4. Can be made in advance, and
re-hcated when ready to serve!

Makes | fondue

Tip: For silky smooth chocolate

dipping sauce, substitute | bag

Promises Dark Chocolates for Milky

Way Minis for Valentine’s Day.

Love Dots

A litile love goes a long way ...
and these inty-birty bites are
no exception!
1 bag Dove Brand Dark or
Milk Chocolate Hearts
1172 sticks unsaited butter
12 cup sugar

1Rollnicdy
dwghmolm-hemza
(|rddted)mllhlkhm

with deliciously easy hondmode freats

FAMILY FEATURES EDITORIAL SYNDICATE

Ifa@fVa&ffuw s @%

is Valentine's Day, show how much you love and care with handmade treats. Put a smile on someone’s
face (maybe your elderly neighbor's), warm a heart (your sweetie’s) or make your friends and family feel
a litle happier with delicious chocolate confections you've made in your Kitchen. They look and taste
wonderful, and they're also easy to make — when you use velvety milk or dark chocolate hearts and colorful,

versatile candy-covered chocolates.

Give X's and O's (casy-lo-make cookies) 10 everyone on your Valentine’s list. Make miniature “love dot” cup-
cakes even more special with rich, silky and indulgent chocolate hearts. Whip up everything from heart-shaped
“poke-a-dot™ cakes 10 a fun and casy fondue — just plunge, dip, soak or plop everything from strawberries to
marshmallows in the luscious, melted chocolate. They're all delicious ways to melt hearts this Valentine's Day.

For more recipes for hand made Valentine's treats and family activities visit www.brightideas.com.

Poke-a-Dot Heart Cake

This sweet cake makes it easy 1o
have a heart-to-heart-to-heart
with those y:.u love!

1 bag M&M'S Brand Milk
Chocolate Candies for
Valentine’s Day

2 16-ounce boxes pound cake
m.

2 16-ounce cans vanilla frosting,
divided
Red food coloring
1 9 x 13-inch pan
Resealable plastic bag
Printable template (at
www.b
valentines/pop_1371.shtml)

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Grease
——and flour 9 x 13-inch pan.

2. Prepare both cake mixes according
to package directions. Pour batters
into prepared baking pan, and bake
45 10 55 minutes, or until toothpick
inserted in center comes out clean.

3. Remove from oven, transfer ta.
wire rack, and let cool
‘Rxesycumng.mnkcclkb(
day bofore, or place coolei cake in
freezer for an hour before cutting.
Arrange all thee sizes of prinied
heart templates on cake, and cot
out 1 ¢cake of each size.

4. Using red food coloring, tint

5. Cover largest and smallest heart
cakes with pink frosting; set aside.
Cover remaining heart cake with
vanilla frosting. Place cakes in freezer
15 minutes before assembling.

6. Place largest heart cake on serving
platter. Top in center with remaining
heart cakes. Arrange red M&M'S
on outer edges of cach cake.

7. Snip a comer of resealable plastic bag,

and randomly pipe dots of frosting all
over cakes. Then, place an M&M on
top of dot.

Makes 1 cake

Tip: If tops of cakes are slightly

rounded, trim so they are flat!

X’s and O’s
Hand out X's and O's every day of
the week with these extra special
Valentine'’s Day cookies!
1 bag M&EM'’S Brand Milk
Chocolate Candies for
Valentine’s Day

1 bag peanut butter or sugar
cookie mix (approximately
1 pound, 1.5 ounces)

2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
Red and white tube frosting
Waxed-paper sheets
Printable templates

(at www.brightideas.comy/
valentines/pop_1380.shtml)
or alphabet cookie cutters in
“X”s and “0"s

1. Preheat oven to 375°F.

2. Prepare cookie mix according
to package instructions. Stir in
flour and mix until blended.

3. Roll out dough to 1/4-inch
thickness between two waxed
mmUﬂn‘gpmM
templates or cookie cutters,
cut out “X"s and “O"s.
Transfer cutouts 80 cookie
sheet.

4. Bake 8 10 10 minutes, remove
from oven, and let cool

4mmm~uumlumumumu 1 can vanilla frosting light pink.

(about 12 minutes, or until knife insertod in center comes ot clean).
5 mmnmumnmm capohulhll
6. Return to oven 3 minutes, remove, and et cool PLLn
wmwm L 336
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By ANN M. JOB
For The Associated Press

Buick’s newest sedan,
the 2006 Lucerne, will
appear all year at major
golf courses as the cour-
tesy car for Tiger Woods.

That'’s no accident.

After a poor 2005 when
Buick’'s U.S. sales f.iled
to reach 300,000 for the
first time in decades,
company officials are
hoping to rebuild the
brand’s image as a maker
of premium vehicles.
They also want to attract
a wider range of buyers,
including folks who are
younger than Buick’s 60-
plus age demographic.

Introduced for 2006 as a
replacement for Buick’s
long-running Park
Avenue and LeSabre
sedans, the Lucerne is
noteworthy for its quiet
interior, modern, luxury-
car outer styling and for
offering a refined and
strongly powered
Northstar V8 engine.

This marks the first
time since the Buick
Roadmaster in 1996 that a
V8 has been available in a
Buick. Northstar engines
have largely been exclu-
sive to Cadillac. (Both
Buick and Cadillac are
owned by General Motors
Corp.)

AuTo Q&A

Knight-Ridder Services

Q. My wife brought our
2002 Land Rover
Discovery with 58,000
miles to a CarMax store,
where they offered her
$11,000 for it, noting that
the vehicle was in good
shape. But they had a
vehicle identical to ours
on the lot with 59,000
miles, a no-haggle price of
$21,000 and a note that the
book price was $22,500. I
was offended by the low-
ball offer. What are your
thoughts?

—P.A., St. Charles, I11.

A. CarMax offers to buy
consumers’ cars, but not
at retail value or what
customers would expect
to pay for them on the
used-car lot.

Our thoughts? That you
think you should have
been offered the retail
value of the car, not what
was likely the wholesale
price. That figure allows
the dealer to spend a few
bucks to prepare the car
for resale and make a
profit.

Does it stand to make a
hefty profit? Seems so,

providing it can sell the -

vehicle without investing
a lot in repairs.

If you were offered
retail value, what would
the dealership have to
charge to sell it? More
than the going retail,
which means it probably
wouldn’t sell the car. And

- a6 g g e G s o,
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2006 Buick Lucerne

Lucerne out to attract younger crowd -~ —

Starting manufacturer’s
suggested retail price,
including delivery
charge, for a base, 2006
Lucerne CX with V6 and
automatic transmission is
$25,990. A Lucerne with a
V8 starts at $29,990.

The Lucerne, which is
classified as a large car
by the Environmental
Protection Agency, is
expected to compete
against the mid-size ES
330 from the Lexus luxury
car brand. The ES starts
at $32,995 for a 2006 model
and comes only with a V6.

But shoppers also might
compare the Lucerne
with premium large
sedans such as the 2006
Toyota Avalon, which has
a starting MSRP, includ-
ing destination charge, of
$27,205, and the 2006
Chrysler 300, which starts
at $24,200.

The front-wheel-drive
Lucerne is available in
three trim levels — CX,
CXL and CXS.

It's one of the few cars
that can come with six
seats, if buyers don't
mind a front bench.

The interior quiet was
the first thing I noticed in
the test Lucerne, a mid-
range CXL with V8 and
five seats. There was nary
any wind noise on the
highway, and road and

if everyone came to the
store to sell used vehicles
at retail, how long would
you expect the store to
remain open?

Q. I want to offer a mar-
keting suggestion for you
and General Motors to
consider. I drive almost
every day and am very
observant as far as the
logo identification on
each vehicle. The
Japanese are best at win-
ning the “Road Vehicle
Advertising Expo.” Their
logos are large and read-
able for every driver
around them, a wonder-
fully successful advertis-

suspension noise didn’t
intrude, either. In fact, I
scarcely heard the engine
at startup and at idle.
Buick officials credit

their detailed "Quiet
Tuning" effort that,
among other things,

added a special wheel
housing lining and more
aerodynamic, lower-pro-
file windshield wipers.

Other highlights: The
upscale, textured fabric
on the Lucerne’s softly
cushioned ceiling as well
as excellent fit and finish
throughout.

Mated to a four-speed
automatic transmission,
the Northstar V8 provides
strong power in smooth
fashion without an overly
raucous exhaust note.

This 4.6-liter, double
overhead cam engine pro-
duces 275 horsepower, or
78 more than‘ ' the
Lucerne's basé! 197horse-
power, 3.8-liter V6, com-
pany officials said.

Torque from the V8 is a
strong 290 foot-pounds at
4,400 rpm, up from the
V6's 227 faot-pounds at

3,800 rpm.
This 3800 V6, which
dates back decades at GM,

also is in the smaller 2006
LaCrosse sedan.

But the supercharged
version of this 3.8-liter V6
that used to be in Buicks

ing campaign that GM
ignores. GM could initi-
ate a logo program to
install new, large, read-
able logos on all its vehi-
cles. And it could mail
out new logos to current
owners to install on their
vehicles and pay them $10
to $25 to do so. Your
thoughts?
—A.B., Elgin, Ill.

A. General Motors has
added a new logo to its
vehicles, but rather than
a large chunk of chrome,
it opted for a small “GM”
badge at the bottom of a
quarter-panel to identify
it as a family product.
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is no longer offered.
While I loved the V8's
smooth, solid perfor-
mance that let me merge
easily into traffic and
accelerate away from

SINGER

School Machines

WITH SEW and SERGE STITCHES
NEW IN FACTORY SEALED CARTONS

problem situations, I
winced at the fuel econo- UNSOLD ORDERS
my. Our company placed factory orders in anticipation of large sales.

According to the test
car’s onboard information
center, I averaged less

Some of these machines remain in our warehouse. They cannot
be heid over, but will be liquidated to the public.

SIMPLIFIED OPERATION

These new 2008 Singer Sew & Serge sewing machines feature
simplified operation. They have all built in stitches including:
straight sewing, zig-zag, buttonholes, elastic stitch, invisible
blind-hem, monogram, satin stitch, embroidery, double seams,
applique, sew on butions, top stitching, and special quilting
features; pius built in serging stitch. Rolled edge option available.
Electronic control. Now you can buy one machine that has both
reguiar stitches and a serging stitch. AN OPTIONAL CUTTER IS
AVAILABLE TO TRIM THE FABRIC EDGE.

SEWS ALL FABRICS

These machines are heavy duty. They will hem jeans and sew all
fabrics from sheer nylon to leather without pressure adjustments.
Easy to follow, illustrated instruction book and toll free back up

trips around town. I did
better with careful dri-
ving on the highway.

Officially, the Lucerne’s
mileage rating is between
17 and 28 mpg, depending
on the engine.

Driving the Lucerne is a
bit like driving an older
car, with floaty sensa-
tions over some rises and
dips on the roads in the
test vehicle.

Overall, this 18 ; mmummmum
which uses t %a orm | Other Médels May be Avallable st Similar Savings.
of the Cadillac keepls " Company Demonstrator on hand' $
road bumps away from
passengers. I often didn't Your Pdct:l:'m; ”‘2:9.&" 199
even feel vibrations com- Wllhoul a
. Your check, MC, Visa, Discover,
ing through. Pay in full and take machine with you
Interior room is spa- NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
cious, front and back, and
I enjoyed the sizable rear | FRIDAY FEBRUARY 10TH ONLY 10AM TILAPM
door windows that go :
down all the way. CITY OF BIG SPRING
Seats cushions are most-
ly flat, and the 17 cubic | DHORRA ROBERTS COMMUNITY CENTER
el 100 WHIPKEY DRIVE - BIG SPRING i

that of the ES 330, Avalon
and the Chrysler 300.

@Vexas Sow Wares, Inc "Demo/Bale & Warranty by Texas Sew Wares, College Station, TX.”

ATTENTION
MEDICARE D

Prescription Insurance Plan Cardholders

WE Accept Any Medicare D
Prescription Insurance Plan

The Leonard’s Family Of Pharmacies will honor your
Medicare D-Prescription Insurance Plan. Pay the same
co-pay with the added convenience we have to offer.

Wi Locations To Serve You.

Leonard’s Pharmacy, Professional Pharmacy,
Leonard’s Clinic Pharmacy
* Drive-Thru Window
» Delivery Service Available
* Quick Hometown Service
» Locally Owned Since 1944

1501 W. 11th

lonnanl s Pnarmaclos
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Station, TX.”

Sports ...

Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
Ext. 237. Email results to:

sports @ bigspringherald.com
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Howard powers way pgst Abilene Christian

By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

ABILENE — The
Howard College baseball
team moved to 3-0 on the
young season Wednesday,
scoring double-digit runs
against Abilene Christian
in an 18-7 victory in
Abilene.

“The score didn’t 