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Moore  board tables funding requests for now
B y TH O M A S  JEN K IN S___________

Staff Writer
Financial assistance for the 

local Fresh Start Program and 
the Big Spring Retiree 
Committee topped Wednesday’s 
agenda for the Moore 
Development board of direc
tors, with the board opting to 
hold off on both matters.

Paul Pryor, director of the Big

Spring Housing Authority and 
the Crossroads Housing 
Development Corporation, pre
sented the board with the Fresh 
Start Program, a joiilt-project 
between the CHDC and 
Southwest Collegiate Institute 
for the Deaf.

Pryor requested a $40,000 loan 
from Moore Development to 
help “jump start” the program, 
which takes dilapidated build

t '  if

ings in the Big 
Spring area and uti
lizes student labor 
to rehabilitate the 
structures.

“ I’ve had inspec
tors come in and 
tell me these stu
dents, who are 
working for a 

grade, do better work than most 
contractors,” Pryor told the

board. “Since the program 
began, we’ve rehabilitated nine 
homes, eight of which we’ve 
been able to sell for an average 
price of about $25,000.

“This program not only bene
fits the students that partici
pate in it and the home buyers, 
it benefits the community by 
taking these homes and putting 
them back on the tax rolls.”

Pryor said the $40,000 he was

requesting would be used to 
purchase building materials for 
the program’s next few projects.

Despite support from board 
member Joyce Crooker, who 
made a motion to approve the 
loan, the remaining board 
members failed to offer a sec
ond, killing the measure — this 
time.

\

See MOORE. Page 3A
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Time for 
building?
Coahoma RCCI may look 
at constructing new homes

ly .‘ *v

1 ^ ^ - , '
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HERALD photo/Thoma* ianklm
These feral cats, which were trapped by BSPO Animal Control Officers Wednesday morning near the Comanche Trail 
Park entrance on S. Highway 87, get reaidy to make the trip to the municipal animal shelter.

Feral felines pose growing  
problem near park entrance

B y TH O M A S  JEN K IN S

Staff Writer
Animal Control officers with the 

Big Spring Police Department had 
their hands foil Wednesday morn
ing. as the group worked to clear 
out a den of wild felines near 
Comanche 'Trail Park.

With nearly a dozen feral cats 
already caught before noon and 
scores still milling around the rear 
of a building — located at the cor
ner of Whipkey Drive and South 
U.S. Highway 87 — the total num-

‘Veopie have been coming out here and feeding 
these cats, so when they, see a car drive up they 

: immediately think it’s dinner time. So they began to 
swarm out of the woods and surrounding area. ” .

By S TE V E  REAGAN

Staff Writer
COAHOMA -  Having 

torn down several dilapi
dated structures,
Coahoma residents are 
now turning their atten
tion toward building.

In early December, resi
dents took the wrecking 
ball to four structures — 
three houses and a stor- 

'age building — that had 
been condemned by the 
city.

Although more demoli
tions are under consider
ation, residents are start

ing to turn 
t h e i r  
thoughts to 
b u i l d i n g ,  
rather than 
razing, hous
es and other 
structures.

Foresyth

Spearheaded by the 
Rural Community
College Initiative, a col
lection of community 
leaders interested in com
munity development, 
Coahoma residents are

See RCCI. Page 3A

Police clear almost 30 
mischief cases after 
teens taken into custody

ber of untamed cats living in the 
area remains unclear, according to 
Animal Control Supervisor Lt. 
Robert Fitzgibbons.

“ It’s hard to tell just how many of 
them may be out there,” said

— Lt. Robert Fitzgibbons

Fitzgibbons. “ It could just be a few 
more than you see here, and it 
could be hundreds. It’s just hard to 
tell at this point.”

See CATS, Page 3A

By TH O M A S  JEN K IN S

Staff Writer
The Big Spring Police 

Department has been able 
to close the books on sev
eral criminal mischief 
cases this week after tak
ing several local juve
niles into custody. More 
arrests are likely.

Three male juvenile 
suspects, ages 14, 14 and 
15 years, were arrested 
Monday in connection 
with what Sgt. Tony

Everett, public informa
tion officer with the Big 
Spring Police
Department, described as 
“numerous cases.” 

“Between December 
and January there were 
29 cases of criminal mis
chief," said Everett. 
“They involved damage 
to vehicles, residences 
and Christmas decora
tions. Damage estimates 
at this time are approxi-

See TEENS. Page 3A

Big Spring ISO trustees set pubiic hearings to n ig h t
B y S TE V E  R EAG AN

Staff Writer
Big Spring Independent 

School District trustees will 
conduct a pair of public hear
ings when they hold  ̂their 
monthly meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
tonight at the high school board 
room.

The first hearing will be to 
get public feedback on a pro
posed change to the 2006-07 
school calendar that would

result in school beginning a 
week earlier in August than it 
ivas in 2005.

Superintendent Michael 
Downes said the district has 
tentatively planned to begin the 
next school year Aug. 14.

“The best reason for this is it 
would allow us to balance the 
semesters and give us the 
opportunity to end the Drst 
semester prior to the Christmas 
holidays.” Downes said. “ It also 
would allow us time for obser

vance of some federal holidays 
throughout the school year.”

Tentative plans for the next 
yec ~’s calendar include days off 
for Columbus Day, Martin 
Luther King Day and 
President’s Day, along with the 
normal two-week break for 
Christmas, four-day spring 
break and various other off 
days, Downes said.

BSISD officials would have to 
receive a waiver from the 
Texas Education Agency to

start school before Aug. 21, but 
those requests are routinely 
granted. 'Trustees should final
ize the 2006-07 school calendar 
in March, Downes said.

A second public hearing will 
be held to discuss results from 
the district’s Academic 
Excellence Indicator System 
report for the 2004-05 school 
year. The AEIS report — sort of 
a “report card” for the school 
district — tracks how well the 
district performed in a variety

of areas, including academics, 
graduation rates, financial 
accountability and the number 
of criminal and violent acts 
that occurred on BSISD cam
puses.

The only action item on 
tonight’s agenda is considera
tion of a limited liability con
tract with the Scientific 
Learning Corp.

Contact Stctff W riter Steve 
Reagan at 263-7331, ext. 234. -
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B a n q u e t  t i c k e t s

Tickets for the Big Spring Area Chamber 
of Commerce banquet are on sale at the 
chamber offi— .

Th e  banquet is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 2, at|Dorothy Garrett 
CoH— um. Tickets are $27 per person 
through Saturday.

No tickets or reservations will be accept
ed after Saturday. Tickets will not be
a\^labla  at the door. 

6uiuest speaker will be Pat McGaughey 
of MoQaughay Ertterpris—  Inc. on 
‘Maximizirtg Your Chamber Membership.” 

R S V P  or pick up Uckats at the Big 
Spring Ar—  Chamber of Commar— , 215 
W . Third, or — H 263-7641.

H a m a s  w in s  m a j o r i t y  .

RAM ALLAH, West Bank (A P ) —  Ham as 
won a huge majority in parliamentary 
elections as Palestinian voters rejected 
the longtime rule of the Fatah Party, 
throwing the futOre of Mideast peacemak
ing into question, officials from both major 
parties said Thursday.

Palestinian leaders huddled to deter
mine what role the Islamic militant group 
will play in governing the territories.

Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abb—  will 
ask Hamas to form the next government. 
With his def— ted Fatah Party weighing 
whether to form a partnership or serve in 

.the opposition.
See Pago 3A

M e a l  o r  m e n a c e ?

L Y N D O N V IL LE , N Y. (A P ) —  Bird 
enthusiasts flocking to catch a glimpse of 
the rare Northern Hawk Owl are aggravat
ing nearby homeowners. '

It seems some of the enthusiastic bird 
lovers are bringing mice arxf setting them 
free in surrounding fields, hoping to see 
the owl swoop down and hunt.

But while some of the rnice have been 
fortunate enough to e s c a ^ ,  homeowners 
are complaining that some rodents are 
fleeing right into their houses.

Y al—  Supervisor Ru—  Martirx) is 
encouragir)g bird lovers to refrain from 
bringirtg the rodents with them on their 
visits.



L o c a l

Obituaries
Teddy Ray Covington

I Broui^t into this world Sept. 21,1940. 
and advMUtured ftarther'to Heaven Jan. 
23.2006, Teddy Ray Covington was bom 
to R.B. and (^w l Ck>vington in Dawson 
County.

Teddy served in the United States Air 
Force firom 1958 until 1962. He was 
employed at Cosden Refinery firom May 
2. 1963, until retirement May 30, 2000. 
He married Marilyn Kay Moon Jan. 22, 
1966, and she preceded him in death

Oct. 21.2004.
He has left behind a son, Mitchell Ray Covington; 

two daughters, Connie Jo Campos and husband. 
Danny and Judy Newton Patterson and husband, 
David, all of Big Spring; one brother, Ed Covington of 
Big Spring; one sister, Mary Dority of Maine; six 
grandchildren. Jada Pillow, Jon Campos, Chance 
Newton. Jaycee Newton, Dharma Jo Campos and 
Cobey Campos; and numerous nieces and nephews.

He loved hunting, fishing, God and his family.
He was preceded in death by one son, Adam Wayne 

Covington, his father and mother. R.B. and Opal 
.Covington, and one brother, Rolen B. Covington.

Memoriid services will be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 28, 2006, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Don Snipes, pastor of Baptist 
Temple Church, officiating.

Honorary pallbearers are Chuck Cawthon, Ronnie 
Richardson. Walter “Mudd” Burchell, Jamie Scott and 
the Greg’s GriU staff.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Avis L. Powell
Avis L. Powell, 85, of Big. Spring, formerly of 

Bolckow, Mo., died Tuesday. Jan. 24,2006, in Colorado 
City. Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Jan. 27, 2006, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood 
Chapel with the Rev. Dr. Randy Cotton, pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church, officiating. Additional ser
vices will be at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2006, at the 
Barr-Merrick Funeral Home in Burlington Junction. 
Mo. Interment will be Tuesday, Jan. 31. 2006, at Ohio 
Cemetery in Burlington Junction, Mo.

The family will receive fi-iends today firom 5 p.m. 
vmtil 6:30 p.m. at Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home.

She was bom Oct. 30,1920, in Mount Moriah. Mo., to 
Glenn and Ethel Wright Prater. She married W i l l ^  
E. Powell May 21.1945, and he preceded her in death 
April 18,1979.

Avis was a homemaker and worked at Shady Lawn 
Rest Home in Savannah, Mo., for many years. She was 
a member of Birdwell Lane Baptist Church.

She will be greatly missed by her four children, 
Glennda Wilson and husband. Dennis of Colorado 
City, Wilda Langford and husband. Bob of Big Spring, 
Earl Powell and wife. Kathy of Sunrise Beach. Mo., 
and Charles Powell and wife, Patricia of Del City, 
Okla.

She is also survived by two sisters, Jennie Grace and 
Lois Gray; mree brothers, Jerry Dale Prater, John 
ri Htcr and Richard Prater; 11 gr^dchildren; 14 great
grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

She was also preceded in death by three brothers, 
Ruben Prater, Harlan Prater and George Prater.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle & 
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring. 
Online condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Leslie McMullen

Jonathan J. Stone
Jonathan J. Stone, 58, of BÛ  Spring died Friday, Jan. 

20. 2006, in Big Spring. Funeral services ara 11 a.m. 
Saturday. Jan. 28,2006, in the Chapel o f Nelsdn-Bema 
Funeral Home in Fayetteville, Ark., with the Rev. 
Clark Snow officiating. Burlid > will follow at the 
Friendship Cemetery in Springdale, Ark.

Visitation is 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. Friday with the fam
ily present ffom 6 p.m. until 8 p.m., at the funeral 
home.

He was bora March 31,1947, in Springfield. Mo., the 
son of Lester and Stella (Epps) Stone. He was retired 
flom the Fayetteville Veterans Hospital, a veteran of 
the United States Army and a member of First Baptist 
Church in Big Spring.

He is survived by his wife, Thelma Stone of the 
home; one son, Brian Stone of Lowell, Ark.; one daugh
ter. Paula Michelle Hunter of Pittsburg, Kan.; one 
brother. Charles N. Stone of Chetopa, Kan.; one sister. 
Ruby Young of Springfield. Mo.; his mother, Stella 
Stone of Chetopa. Kan.; and two grandchildren.

Local arrangements were by Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home. Pay your respects online at www.myersand- 
smith.com.

Clara Ferguson
Clara Ferguson, 69, of Big Spring died Wednesday, 

Jan. 25,2005, at her residence following a long illness. 
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

William 'B ill’ Winters
William “Bill” Winters, 73. of Big Spring died 

’Thursday, Jan. 26, 2006, in a local hospital. His^ser- 
vices are pending with Nslley-Pickle & Welch Funeral 
Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

M rgie Johnson
Virgie Johnson, 92, of Stanton died Thm-sday, Jan. 

26,2006, in a Midland Hospital. Her services are pend
ing with Gilbreath Funeral Home of Stanton.

Police blotter
The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol

lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• JOSEPH MICHAEL COOK, 27. of 1508 Wood, was 
arrested Wednesday on charges of theft and public 
intoxication.

• NINFA GARCIA, 50, of 1409 Oriole, was arrested 
Thursday on a charge of public intoxication.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 1900 block of Highway 87.
- in the 1500 block of Fovuth Street . ...
• in the 200 block of Marcy. mio-;u
• ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in th§ 76Q.blj^H' 

of 12th Street. '

Sheriffs report

Leslie McMullen, 51, of Big Spring 
died Wednesday. Jan. 25,2006, at Baylor 
Medical Center in Dallas. Funeral ser
vices are 4 p.m. Friday, Jan. 27, 2006, at 
Myers & Smith Chapel with the Rev. 
Ken McMeans, pastor of College Baptist 
Church, officiating. Burial will be in 
Mount Olive Memorial Park.

'The family will receive friends from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. today at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

He was bora Dec. 24, 1954, in Midland to Ambalene 
and Howard McMullen. He worked for S.W. BeU 
Telephone from 1979 until 2004. He was a lifetime res
ident of Big Spring and was a Baptist.

He was preceded in death by his father, Howard 
McMullen.

He is survived by one daughter, Angela Denise 
McMullen of Big Spring; mother, Ambalene Crocker of 
Midland; one sister, Judy Sidoni of Midland; stepfa
ther, Eddie Crocker of Midland; and one nephew.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

The Howard County Sheriff’ s Office reported the fol
lowing activity: . f .

• MICHELE PRICE, 33, was arrested Wednesday by 
the HCSO on a charge of theft.

• LEONEL MADRID VALENZUELA, 34, was trans
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of driving while license invalid.

• SALOME MENDOZA-BARRERA, 45, was arrest
ed Wednesday by the HCSO on a charge of failure to 
appear.

• JAMES RANDLE GONZALEZ, 21, was arrested 
Wednesday by DPS on charges of possession of mari
juana - two ounces or less, no driver’s license and no 
liability insurance.

• ROLAND JABIER ARECHIGA, 32, was trans
ferred to the county jail Wednesday by the BSPD on a 
charge of driving while license invalid.

• JOHNNY RAY DUPRE, 36, was arrested 
Wednesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke pro
bation for possf ssion of a controlled substance.

• FREDDIE RAMOS, 20, was arrested Wednesday 
by DPS on charges of injury to a child/elderly/dis- 
abled, criminal negligence, driving while intoxicated 
with a child under 15 years of age in the vehicle, no 
valid driver’s license and resisting arrest, search or 
transportation.

Fire/EMS

Inez M argaret Thurman
Inez Margaret Thurman, 90, of Arlington, formerly of 

Big Spring, died 'Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2006, in Arlington. 
Funeral services are 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 28,2005, at 
the Wade Family Funeral Home Chapel in Arlington. 
Graveside service is 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30, 2006, at 
Tr<»’ <̂ v Memorial Park in Big Spring.

The family will receive friends Saturday fi:t>m 9 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. at Wade Family Funeral Home.

She was bora June 12,1915, to Irvin and Lois Head 
in Konawa, Okla. She raised her family in Big Spring 
and moved to Venus, then move^ to Arlington two and 
a half years ago.

She is preceded in death by her husband, Joe Ben 
Thurman, sons, Marion Lee Thurman and James I. 
'Thurnum, three brothers and two sisters.

Survivors include daughter, Peggy Henson and hus
band, Lynn of Arlington; brothers, Carl Wayne 
Thurman and wife,' Jean and Bobby E. Thurman and 
wife, Ethel; sister, Goldie Anderson; six grandchil
dren; six great-grandchildren; one great-great-grand- 
daug^ter, and several nieces and nephews.

Arrangments are under the direction o f Wade 
Family Funeral Home in Arlington.

The Big Spring Fire Department and Emergency 
Medical Services reported the following activity:

• 'TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of North 
Highway 87. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of 
Wallace. Service was refiised.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 165 
mile marker of Interstate Highway 20. Service was 
refused.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 500 block of West 
17th Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block of 
Johnson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of West 
Third Street. One p e r ^  was transported to SMMC.

• GRASS FIRE was reported near the intersection of 
Baylor and Interstate Highway 20.

Support groups
THURSDAY
• Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.; 

women’s meeting; 6:30 tmtil 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking 
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. imtil 9 p.m.
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Bulletin board
H you Slav* Km m  for th* BuMatin board, contact tha 

Hiialiilaw s locm at 263-7331 or omaN

___janis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room. Call 267-6479.

• Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267- 
7281 (br more iiidbrmation.

• A I^U C S meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.
• Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in 

the Howard College Cactus Room.
• Spring City Senior Citizens Center country and

westera dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featur
ing Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors 
are invited.  ̂ .

SATURDAY
• Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MONDAY
• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 

5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306 
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756 
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell 
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is 
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older 
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in La 
Posada Restaurant.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY
'• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room.

WEDNESDAY
• Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 

College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
• Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic 

Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair 
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to 
attend. Call 268-4721.

• Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the 
Howard Codege Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

• Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City 
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call 
267-6966 or 267-1628.

• Duplicate Bi*idge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big 
Spring (Country Club.

• Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.u. in 
the* fiagieis*Lodge at 703 W. Third.

Weather
Tonight...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s. 

South winds 10 to 15 mph.
Friday...Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of 

showers and thunderstorms. Highs in the lower 60s. 
South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday night...Partly cloudy with isolated showers 
and thunderstorms. Lows in the lower 40s. South 
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s. West 
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Saturday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Sunday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s. 
Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s. 
Monday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s. 
'Tuesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s. 
Tuesday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 60s.

Lottery
Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 1-10-17-30-41. Bonus Ball: 

34.
Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 0. 
Estimated jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $56 

million.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 3-12-23-26-37.
Number matching five of five: 1.
Prize per winner: $30,446.
Winning tickets sold in: Pearland.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

'The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday 
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 2-8-6

S P R M G  HERALD
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stopped school baef iiie 
dren Just two mike p r ^  w lm olhm i 

lnvostitatere.,weco tcyin i tot 
driver o f a truck h it^ C M ^  ̂  
in to the bus that waaiMn^iiaiVhM 

Everyone in the c v  
ing the is-yearold gh i Who wag 
Tina Mann toM CNN that bar 
er’s permit, had dropp^ off 
taking her sibliqgg home "to  
church."

“Even thouA she ah 
understanding she <hd not caUal 
told CNN. "The same thj^g 
had there been an adiiit ^  fh r  
just have one more dMth in tiie tiro!

The victims in the car were ideirtiffedi 
ties'ws l5-year-<hd driver NtoW' * '
Mann, 15; Johnny Mann. 18; Hea*
Kenn, 13; Miranda F lx ^  who wda 
old; and Anthony Lamb, adio was ahxiqatt' 

Five of the students onboard the bu*<wera; 
University o f Florida’s Shani^ 
Gainesville. Three were in serioua 
were in fair condition, hoepi 
Wednesday night ►

i

Y? >*>

Hamas wins majority of pariiament seats

Meat distributor, sentenced
for placing false labels on chlcl(Sd'

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A  San 
meat distributor was fined |40,gop‘ 
frozen chicken in an attempt to dodge.a2f^ 
ban on Texas chicken^ , ‘ i ^

Allen Jackson "A.J." Hausman;»aB, .bad j i iM f i^  
guilty on behalf o f himself and hie compsmyi 
Almacenes de Tejas, to four mlsdemeaitoy cb ifipe iff 
violating the federal Poultry, Products 
Act. \

A  federal judge oh*Wednesday also scmtaneed 
Hausman and the company, which does bualngss at 
ADT, to three years imbaUdn. ;.t^4 ^.

In 2002, Mexico banned chicken ffom *lMSS IKW  
some chickens raised in the state testedpoaltiva fbr 
exotic Newcastle disease, a type o f bird flu.si; ;

The U.S. Department o f Agriculture, acouaed 
Hausman’s company o f removing the original labels 
from 858 cases of fh>ieh chicken from a Texas pro* 
ducer. The company then put labels stamped with a 
federal mark of inspection for an Alabama producer, 
according to court records.

*

Former officer scciised 
of filing false hurricane claim ‘ ^ !

TEXAS CITY KAP) — A  former poUce ^(dficer 
accused of falsifying a hurricane assistance claiip 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
has been named in a federal indictment, auth^tiee 
said. . ^1 1 .. t <t . ( i> Aji' '»VJ i.

John Wesley Holiday, who worked as ATtMtaS Oftyf 
policeman until November, claimed he was. forced 
because of Hurricane Rita to move from a hmpe in 
Galveston to live with family and friends in Texaa 
City and that he was forced to lose work. The 
Galveston County Daily News reported in Thursday’s 
editions.

He was accused in the indictment of filing g fialse 
claim and one count o f mail fraud. i  ̂

Holiday appeared in federal court In Galveston-on 
Wednesday. ,

U.S. Attorney Chuck Rosenberg said ah assistance 
check was mailed to Holiday, who could fhce up to 
five years in prison and a $2^,000 fine i f  convicted 
of filing a false claim. He could fhce up to 20 years in 
prison and a $250,000 fine if  convicted o f mail frau<L

Prosecutors attempt to link 
soldier to drug money

FORT BLISS (AP) — The fingerprints o f a soldier 
accused of smuggling cocaine frx)m Columbia to the 
United States were found on a plastic ^  o f money 
lin k ^  to the operation, a witness for the prosecution 
said. . I

Staff Sgt. Daniel Rosas is charged with money laun
dering and using, importing and distributing cocaine 
for his role in the alleged dnig ring. Prosecutors say 
that Rosas directed the operafion from a U.S. base in 
Columbia where he was stationed hs-part of an anti" 
drug force. '

Rosas, a member of the 204th Military IntelligsnCsr 
Battalion, has pleased not guilty to all chargM.^

On Wednesday, prosecutors said the bag ̂ m oney 
was found when they intercepted an ipvelope Rosas 
allegedly sent friom Columbia to another 8oldle]r.in R1 
Paso. The envelope contained a key and alefrarladth 
directions to a storage tinit where fim money wik 
found. 3* '

The prosecution also called forensic experts,’Who 
said vials of white powder found in Rosas- quartero 
at the U.S. base in Columbia. testkl,positiya;pjr 
cocaine, as did bricks o f white powd|ir fe i^ l& n .#  
plane that landed at Biggs Army Airfield

Houston outlaws ranting 
rooms for prostitution

HOUSTON (AP) Houston police said ahew olty 
ordinance making it  illegal for motels to reilfirooms 
knowing they’re intended for prostitution WlU he^f 
crack down on the lUjegsl sex trade:

The Houston City ^ u n c il unanln^imy approved 
the law on Wednesday despite 
that motel clerks would be, 
for prostitution they didn’t knuffAhOigL .

Capt. Steve Jett. h ead ,o ftiw ^P p N ^ (
vice division. saMiha mdinanCf Mfci 
of proof on police iuid;ptQaebu(f^
to show that a motel. emplh)N,„ ............. . ,
going to be used for pi^titutioiV ’) ^ ) ^ ^  |

Dine In «  Take Out
1300 OkefO St. • i

OptnTOay§AWMkt

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) -  
Hamas won a huge majority in par
liamentary elections as Palestinian 
voters rejected the longtime rule of 
the Fateh Party, throwing the 
future of Mideast peacemaking into 
question, officials fr*om both major 
parties said Thursday. '

Palestinian leaders huddled to 
determine what role the Islamic 
militant group will play in govern
ing the tmritories.

Palestinian leader Mahmoud 
Abbas will ask Hamas to form the 
next government, with his defeated 
Fatah Party w e ir in g  whether to 
form a partnership or serve in the 
opposition.

A  Hamas government, without 
Fatah as a moderating force, would 
greatly complicate Abbas’ efforts to 
restart peace talks. The Islamic 
militants, who carried out dozens 
of suicide bombings and seek 
Israel’s destruction, have said they 
oppose peace talks and will not dis
arm. Israel and the United States 
refuse to deal with Hamas.

'The top Hamas leader, Khaled 
Mashaal told Abbas his group is 
ready fdr a political partnership, 
Hamas said.

In a first sign of pragmatism, 
Hamas leader Mahmoud Zahar said 
the group would extend its year-old 
truce if Israel reciprocates. “If not, 
then I think we will have no option 
but to protect our people and our 
land," he said.

Fatah legislator Saeb Erekat said 
the party does not want to join a 
Hamas government. “We will be a 
loyal opposition and rebuild the 
party,’’ Erekat said, after meeting 
with Abbas.

But Nabil Shaath, another senior 
Fatah lawmaker, said the party’s 
leadership would make a decision 
later in the day.

Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice the U.S. position on Hamas as 
a terrorist organization has not 
changed 'despite the election out
come.

“You cannot have one foot in pol
itics and another in terror,” told an

international conference in Davos. 
Switzerland via a teiephone hookup 
from Washington. “Our position on 
Hamas has therefore not changed.”

She said she had called Abbas as 
well as U.N. Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan and Israel’s Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Livni.
. ‘"rhe Palestinians have a consti
tutional process that they will now 
follow. We ask all parties to respect 
this process so that it can unfold in 
an atmosphere of calm and securi
ty,” Rice said.

Abbas’ office said she told him 
that the Bush administration “will 
continue supporting the elected 
president and his policies,” said 
Nabil Abu Rdeneh, an Abbas aide.

Abbas was elected separately a 
year ago and remains president. 
However, the Palestinian leader 
has said he would resign if he could 
no longer pursue his peace agenda. 
The Cabinet and legislature must 
approve any major initiative by 
Abbas, giving Hamas tremendous 
influence over peace moves.

MOORE
Continued from Page lA

“This falls into workforce train
ing.” said Board President Richard 
Steel. “I ’d like to see a workforce 
training committee formed so we 
could ts^e a closer look at this.”

Board members agreed to create 
the committee, with details expect
ed to be workeid out at a later meet
ing.

'The Big Spring Retiree 
Committee, an ad-hoc committee 
formed through the Big Spring 
Area Chamber of Commerce to 
explore ways to attract retirees to 
the area, also made a presentation

to the board.
Retiree Committee members 

Charles Beil and Frank Parker pre
sented board member^ with an 
ongoing plan to market the Big 
Spring area as a retirement desti
nation.

“We’re sending them to former 
residents of Big Spring,” said 
Parker. “We’ve used lists gathered 
from graduating classes at Big 
Spring High School, as well as lists 
of people that were stationed here 
at Webb Air Force Base. They 
know us best.

“The strongest point Big Spring 
has going for it economically is it’s 
a good place to live. So who knows 
that better than people that used to

A.

live here and are now retiring from 
their jobs?”

Retiree Committee members 
asked Moore Development board 
meml ers to pledge $50,000 to their 
cause, which will utilize direct 
mail and a presence on the World 
Wide Web to hopefully lure former 
residents to what Beil described as 
an “alternative to Phoenix.” .

The board voted to table the 
issue, opting to take a closer look at 
the economic development funds 
currently set aside for promotions.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e- 
m ail at
citydesk@bigspringherald.com

RCCI
Continued from Page lA

looking at way to erect 
new homes in the area.

“I think it’s fair to say 
that the (December) 
cleanup was a huge suc
cess,” Jan Foresyth told 
the ^ u p  at this week’s 
RCCI meeting. “What’s 
next... is that as you tear 
down those buildings, 
you’ll have to the oppor
tunity to build some new 
ones.”

To give the residents

further information on 
the subject, Paul Pryor, 
director of Crossroads 
Housing in' Big Spring, 
discussed various ways of 
constructing moderately 
priced homes in the 
Coahoma area.

As part of its effort in 
Big Spring, Crossroads 
Housing constructs or 
refurbishes houses, then 
sells them to j?er$ons on 
fixed incomes. Pryor’s 
group also is able to 
attract federal and state 
grant money to help offset 
construction costs of new 
housing.

“Coahoma has kind of 
become a bedroom com
munity lor Big Spring,” 
Pryor said. “We need to 
get some of the people 
who work in Coahoma to 
buy housing here.”

Availability is currently 
the biggest stumbling 
block to that plan. 
Coaihoma Maypr Bill Read 
noted thpt thefe'are few if 
any homes forsale'in the 
community' Also, avail
able lots for construction 
are not exactly prime 
sites for new houses, he 
noted.

The RCCI group will

determine just how much 
land is available for new 
housing, and Pryor 
agreed to help with apply
ing for grant money to 
help in the effort.

On a related note, the 
RCCI group announced 
that it will hold a slogan 
contest in Coahoma. More 
details wiU be announced 
soon, Foresyth said.

Contact S taff Writer 
Steve Reagan at 263-7331, 
ext. 234, or by e-mail at 
reporter®  b ig ' ^r ing her- 
ald.com.

CATS
Continued from Page lA

Fitzgibbons said the 
cats were first noticed by 
city code enforcement 
officers surveying the 
area for possible clean-up 
efforts.

“The code enforcement 
officers came out to look 
at the area,” said 
Fitzgibbons. “People have 
been coming out here and 
feeding these cats, so 
when they see a car drive 
up they immediately 
think it’s dinner time. So 
they began to swarm out 
of the woods and sur
rounding area.

“One person described 
it as something out of a 
horror movie. There were 
just so many of them, and 
they were all around the 
vehicle.”

Fitzgibbons said the ani
mals will be lured into 
traps and taken to the 
city’s animal shelter.

where their future is 
uncertain at this point.

“So many of these cats 
are feral and have never 
had human contact, 
there’s no way to adopt 
them out,” said 
Fitzgibbons. “Those ani
mals will have to be 
humanely euthanized. 
However, there may be 
some kittens or less wild 
cats in the group that 
may be able to be adopted. 
We’re hoping to be able to 
find them good homes.”

The cats represent a 
very real danger, accord
ing to Fitzgibbons — a 
danger that’s only encour
aged when local residents 
feed the animals.

“ If one of these cats gets 
in a tussle with a rabid 
skunk, it’s going to pass 
the virus along to all of 
the other cats in this 
group,” said Fitzgibbons. 
“And while these animals 
shy away from human 
contact now, they certain
ly wouldn’t if they

became rabid. It repre
sents a danger to the 
everyone in this area, 
especially the residential 
areas nearby.

“People have brought 
boxes out here with blan
kets in them." he said,' 
pointing to a row of card 
board bo.xes neai- the edge 
of the wooded area. “They 
come out here and feed 
them as well. What they 
don’t understand is 
they’re encouraging these 
cats to group together, 
and none of them are 
spayed or neutered. So 
each female is going to 
have eight to 10 kittens, 
and every female in that 
litter will have about the 
same. It just grows out of 
control at some point.”

For more information 
on animal adoption, con
tact the BSl’i )  at 264-2550.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkihs at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

MYERS & SMITH
FU N E R A L HOME 

& C H A PE L
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Leslie McMullen, 51, 
died Wednesday.
Funeral Services will be 
at 4:00 PM Friday at 
Myers & Smith Chapel 
with burial at Mt. Olive 
Memorial Park. The 
family will receive 
friends from 5:00 until 
7:00 PM Thursday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral 
Home.

Jonathan J. Stone, 58, 
died Friday. Funeral 
Services will be at 11:00 
AM Saturday in the 
Chapel of Nelson-Berna 
Funeral Home with bur
ial at the Friendship 
Cemetery in Springdale, 
Arkansas.

Clara Ferguson, 69, 
died Thursday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

TEENS
Continued from Page 3A

mately $25,000. These 
arrests also cleared cases 
involving theft, theft of a 
firearm and the burglary 
of a local business.” 

Everett said the juve
nile suspects have been

placed in the custody of 
juvenile authorities while 
the investigation is ongo
ing, with more arrests 
deemed “probable.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e mail 
at citydesk@bigspringher- 
ald.com

Cofonado Hills Apartments
1 SeibooB • $37S • 2 Bedroon • $475 • 3 Bedroom • $575

801 W . M arcy • 432-267-6500
Mg 4P*fn9« Ttetae 79720 T

Pool, Pile l e Polloo, Covered Parking 
a  Kteoher -  Dryer Conn. ^

•H«m*mb0r...3tom dtstrvt tht btutl"2*3 Bedroom
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O u r  V ie w s

Good to see
development
of Moss Lake

How To C o n t a c t  Us
The  Herald is always interested in our readers' opinions. 
In order that we rnight better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us;
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editorObigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesKObigspringherald.com.
• By mail at P .O . Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

L e t t e r  p o l ic ie s

Th e  Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 3Q0 words. i ' i
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• W e reserve the right to edit for style ar>d clarity.
• W e reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per 

30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a  telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P .O . Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. Th e y can also be e- 
maHed to editorObigspringherald.com

A very curious fbrifi of optimism

S’

D a v id

L im sau gh

>’11 admit to some m ixed feelings 
^ about plans to construct off-road 

veh icle trails and tracks at Moss 
Creek Lake, but the bottom line is 

w e ’re happy the c ity  is wanting to do some
thing to attract v is itors to the area.

T h e ’ c ity  council’s stamp o f approval o f a 
$150,000 Texas Parks and W ild life  grant 
'Tuesday was a positive m ove to get the wheels 
ro llin g  on this project. Next w ill be archeologi
cal, h istorical and environm ental studies and 
that should go smoothly, assuming, o f course, 
there are no endangered water snakes sw im 
m ing through the lake’s waters.

It is hoped that construction can begin this 
summer, which is certain ly encouraging news.

Frankly, we go to the lake to relax, maybe do 
a little  fish ing and sometimes some hiking. So 
the thought o f four-wheelers k ick ing up dust 
w ith  engines roaring isn ’t exactly our idea o f a 
peaceful setting. W e w ere a b it more in favor o f 
this- project when it seemed to be on a smsdler 
scale. Now, according to our understanding, 
the off-road veh icles would not be confined to 
the southwest area o f the lake property, but 
could encompass a much larger piece o f real 
estate.

However, we rea lize the popularity o f Off- 
roading is strong and attracts folks from  pre
teenagers to grandmas. The sport could be a 
m ajor draw  to the area.

The other truth is. Moss Creek Lake has not 
— at least in recent years — attracted a large 
number o f visitors. It ’s a popular place during 
the summer months, but is way under utilized 
most o f the year. Part o f that could be that 
w e ’ve never seen a concentrated effort to mar
ket the lake. M any people have no ink ling that 
the small body o f water even exists, and that 
includes people we have talked to w ith in  75 
m iles o f B ig Spring.

Off-road course or not, that m ight not change 
i f  the c ity  doesn’t active ly  promote the lake and 
what it has to offer.

A ll in all, w e ’re glad the city  is m aking an 
effort to attract v is itors to the lake and our area 
in general. W e’re still standing here w ith  our 
fish in g  pole, but who knows, m aybe a 
motocross bike is in our future.

•nllke our president, 
who spent Martin 
Luth«r King Dajr^y- 
ing respectful tribute 

to MLK and Abraham Lincoln,
' Democratic Party notables, Hillary 
Clinton and Albert Gore, used the 
holiday as another opportunity to 
character-assassinate President 
George W. Bush.

Just when we were 
beginning to think 
Hillary Clinton had 
found her voice — 
albeit a decidedly 
phony one — as a 
mature, seasoned 
politiciim poised for 
a presidential run, 
she reverts to those 
cacophonic utter
ances that find little = =  
resonance beyond her embittered 
but indispensable base.

If one could momentarily sus
pend his powers of discernment, 
he could almost sympathize with a 
woman saddled with the dilemma 
of trying to sound reasonable 
without permanently alienating 
that cabal of reliably unreasonable 
malcontents. But alas, Hillary 
obviously has no real beef with 
her base on principle, and from 
time to time, it insists she demon
strate her loyalty by paying 
homage to its cynicism and hyste
ria.

During a speech at the Canaan 
Baptist Church of Christ in 
Hariem, the fair-skinned wife of 
the first black president wasted no 
time proving her bona fides by 
exhibiting her penchant for nega
tive hyperbole in critiquing the 
president and Congress.

She said, “We have a culture of 
corruption, we have cronyism, we 
have incompetence. I predict to 
you that this administration will 
go down in history as one of the 
worst that has ever governed our 
country.” •

And, never passing up a chance 
for political exploitation, Hillary 
offered up some racially charged 
red meat to the Hurricane Katrina
evacuees in attendance. She apolo

gized “on behalf of a government 
that left you behind, that turned 
its back on you” — a government,
I suppose, she denies beioea part 
o f when it suits her im m jrote 
interests. j < f  «

But as regrettable a » Bfllary’s 
remarks were, they were anemic 
compared to the rantings of that 
poster boy for instability,
Gore, who, you may rec^ w ith  
horror, came within one Rate’s 
electoral vote of being president.

Gore, remembered for declaring 
that “there is no controlling legal 
authority” when caught with his 
hands directly in the middle of a 
fundraising scandal, was quick to 
call for an independent investiga
tion into “President Bush’s spying 
program,” about which there truly 
may be no clearly controlling 
authority.

Of course. Gore doesn’t need to 
wait for an independent investiga
tion. He has already concluded 
that “the president of thE United 
States has been breaking the law 
repeatedly and insistently.” 
Despite the incontrovertible &ct 
that Bush briefed congressmen on 
his surveillance program. Gore 
shamelessly said he “secretly 
assumed that power anyway, as if 
congressional authorization was a 
useless bother.”

Further displaying his unique 
gift for chutzpah. Gore yelled, “A 
president who breaks the law is a 
threat to the very structure of our 
government.”

He must be making exceptions 
for serial perjury, suborning per
jury, obstruction of Justice and, 
yes, criminal violations of cam
paign finance laws. Indeed, this 
proud vice president Under the 
president who made a sport of 
mocking the rule of law said, “ It 
is imperative that respect for the 
law be restored.”

Then, picking up on the 
Democrats’ latest mantra demoniz
ing President Bush as a megalo- 
maniacal dictator. Gore character
ized Bush’s attempts to intercept 
A1 Qaeda phone calls for the pur
pose of protecting America’s secu

rity as a “constitutional power- 
grab by the president.”

Continuing with this theme,
Gwe said, preposterously, “The 
president’s Judicial appointments 
are clearly designed to ensure that 
the courts will not serve as an 
effective check on executive 
power.” I just have to wonder if 
Gore really thinks enough people 
are impressionable enough to 
believe that President Bush, who 
will leave office in three years, is 
appointing judges to augment his 
power rather than to restore 
integrity to the Constitution.

And, though separate bipartisan 
commissions concluded the Bush 
administration did not pressure 
the CIA or other intelligence agen
cies to exaggerate their reports of 
Iraqi WMD, Gore brazenly accused 
the administration of silencing 
dissent, censoring inconsistent 
information and demanding con
formity ftom all executive-branch 
employees.

He said, “CIA analysts who > 
strongly disagreed with the White 
House assertion that Osama bin 
Laden was linked to Saddam 
Hussein found themselves under 
pressure at work and became fear- 
ful of losing promotions and 
salary increases.”

After accusing President Bush of 
virtual tyranny and depicting 
America as on the brink o f ruin. 
Gore closed by protesting, “ I am 
filled with optimism that America 
is on the eve o f a golden age’”

Old Albert could have fooled me. 
He sounds more like George 
Bernard Shaw’s description of a 
pessimist — one who “thinks 
everybody is as nasty as himself, 
and hates them for it.”

Either way, I Just hope Albert 
and Hillary continue to spread 
their contagious optimism 
between now and November 2008.

To find  out more about David 
Limbaugh, please visit his Web site 
at www.davidlimbaugh.com. And 
to read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

A d d r e s s e s

BUSH•OEOROE w.
President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

District)
1510 Scurry 
Big Spring
Phone: (432) 264-0722

Washington', 2651 d 
T>hone; 202-224-5922

HOWARD COUNTY
mimrniTTtirnTi

• JO H N  CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington, DC 20510-4305 
Phone: 202-224-2934

)

• RICK PERRY
Governor
Stale Capitol, Room 2S.1 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin. 78711 
Phone: (512) 463-2000

• P E TE L A N E Y  
State Representative 
Texas 8 ^  District 
P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, 78768 
Phone: (512) 483-0604

• RANDY NEUOEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th Cong.

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Sertator
703 Hart Office Building

•KEL 9ELIOER 
State Senator 
401 Austin, suite 101 
Big Spring, 79720 
(432)268-6909

B i n  Lo c k iu iit , County  Judge 
—  Home: 263-4155; Office: 264- 
2202.

E mma Bhown —  Home: 267- 
2649.

J em iv  IOl o o m  —  263-0724; 
Work (Jerry's Barbers): 267-5471.

Bax Cnooaaa —  Home: 263- 
2566.

Oarv Saiea —  Home: 263-0269; 
Work (Ponderosa Nursery): 263- 
4441.

We need to face the facts, folks
USTIN -  We live in 
interesting times, we 
do, we do. We can read 
in our daily newspapers 

that our government is about to 
launch a three-day propaganda 
blitz to convince us all that its 
secret program to spy on us is 
something we really want and 
need. “A campaign of high-profile 
national security events,” reports 
The New York Times, follows “Karl 
Rove’s blistering speech to nation
al Republicans” about what a 
swell political issue this is for 
their party.

The question for 
journalists is how to 
report this. President 
Bush says it’s a great 
idea and he’s proud 
of the secret spy pro
gram? Attorney 
General Gonzales 
explains breaking the 
law is no problem?
Dick Cheney says
accept spying, or ___________
Osama bin Laden 
will get you?

Or might we actually have got
ten far enough to point out tlmt 
the series of high-profile security 
events is in fact p ^  of a propa
ganda campaign by our own gov
ernment? Should we report it as 
though it were in fact a campaign 
tactic, a straight political ploy:
The Republicans say spying is 
good for you, but the Democrats, 
say it is not — equal time to both 
sides?

Perhaps we have some obligation 
to try to sift through what it 
means that our government is spy
ing on us in violation of the law 
and the Constitution.

Then there’s the problem of 
reporting within the context of

M o l l y

I v in s

this administration’s other propa
ganda efforts. “We do not torture,” 
and, “We are not running a gvQag 
of secret detention centers,” are 
two of the more recent examples, 
superceding the golden oldies — 
like the smoking gun in the form 
of a mushroom cloud.

Furthermore, the Rove offensive 
is not to admit that we are indeed 
running a gulag of secret deten
tion camps, but to attack those 
who point it out and put them 
under investigation for revealing 
government secrets and helping 
the enemy. Even without the 
intimidation, how do you report 
something claimed by George W. 
Bush as though you hadn’t recent
ly heard him say he would sup
port John McCain’s amendment 
barring torture — and then turn 
around and claim that he has the 
right to violate that law?

I genuinely appreciate the 
response by re^  conservatives on 
this issue — the libertarians, the 
true heirs of Barry Goldwater, the 
aU-govemment-is-bad grumps. It’s 
called principle. But I am con
founded by the authoritarian 
streak in the Republican Party 
backing Bush on this.

The warrantless wiretaps report
edly covered thousands 01 calls, 
and the information obtaJbed was 
widely circulated among ibderal 
agencies.

I know one guy who is now on 
the federal no-fly list. His sin? Co*'
authoring an unflattering book 
about Karl Rove. What a menace 
to national security he is."

One of the odder features of our 
time is that much of our political 
debate is cast in “moral” terms; ' 
with such helpfld authorittes as 
Pat Robertson holding forth on 
whom we should assassinate next. 
A  more useflil contribution from

this direction comes from Jimmy 
Carter in his new book, “Our 
Endangered Values; America’s 
Moral Crisis.”

I am a great admirer of Carter’s 
and glad to hear his soft Southern 
Christian voice once more. But it 
occurs to me that in his quiet 
way, many of his arguments are 
as pragmatic as they are moral.

As one with considerable faith 
in the common sense of 
Americans , it occurs to me we 
may yet rescue ourselves from 
this bootless skunk match over 
morality by using plain sense, 
instead. Many of Carter’s points 
center on the fact that our war on 
terrorism is not working. Iraq is 
not working (hard to even count 
the ways). Mqjor terrorist attacks 
themselves more than tripled ftnm 
2003, to 655 attacks in 2004. Our 
support in the Middle East sinks 
lower and lower. The region is not 
becoming more democratic.

What would happen if  we had 
not a political, but a pragmatic 
debate about all of this; We have 
made a horrible mess of this 
entire war on terrorism, now how 
do we fix it? What do we do?
. Because we are stuck with this 
administration for another three ' 
years, I think it important to 
begin to get past the defensiveness 
and drawing attention away and 
blame games that big messes pro
voke. And part o f that calls on 
American journalism to get over ' 
reporting the Bush administration 
as though it were a credible 
source. We need to face facts.

To find out more about Molly 
Ivins and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car
toonists, visit the Creators 
Slyndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.

Biq Spri
Thursda

nv

http://www.davidlimbaugh.com
http://www.creators.com
http://www.cre-ators.com
http://www.cre-ators.com
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IVaditional Texas, Cincinnati 1\irkey and 
Vegetarian Chili score big with football fans.

■ j

ChM

Chili Fun Facts
■  Chili w u  called “Soup o f  the D eviT  by Spaniah prieal* who w«nied agaiivst the 

passion provoked by hot cU le peppan, thereby making it immeiixly popular.
■  The lin t chile p o v r ^  w «R  ooaooded mound l&SO chuckwagon c o ^ s  on

the trail 10 fired cowboys. '  ' .
■  In the hue 1800s the Texas priaou syalein wraa renowned for ite chili. Freed 

inmates often wrote for the redpe. saying what they missed must was a really
— good bowel o f  d a U . ,  J  .; . . . . .
at Till the l930a.,SaD A M p ^ f t T h i l i  Queens”  soklhotQcmade chili from colorful 

wagons in * V  — t he 1930a there waahanly a town in Texas that 
didn't have Its own chiH [

■  Dave Giasen. o f  HoUywood'a famed Chaaen's Restanianl. petanoally cooked up 
his secret-recipe cbitt p iin d  by stars like Claifc Gable and Elizabeth Taylor every 
•Sunday.

■} .Uiza Grctn I.Will V ITMtSB I IS r(lkl,U. SYMSCATt

Chili originated a.s a way to make great ta.siing. luugh cuts o f meat tender, so it’s easy on 
the budget and tastes even better if  made ahead Just about the only"thing ehili fanciers 
agree isn is that chili originated in lexas. not .Mexico, l or Ircsh, juicy crunch, tup chili 
with chopikM sweet onions. To sop up those (k'licious juices, wrve with warm cornhread, 
and round out the meal w ith colorful slaw.

OSO Sweet onions tmild enough for ehiktien and older folks, with no tears or tmion- 
hreath) aie grown at the loot o f Chile's Andes Mountains, where pcTfecl grttwing cimdiiions 
produce large, juicy onions wiih recoid-high sugar content, crisp lexluie and mild flavor that 
doesn't kick hack. They contain si) little pyiuvie ;ieid —  the suhsiance that causes tearing, 
harshness and indigestion —  that they are gentle eni'ugh raw l(»r ehili. sarntwiehes or salads; 
versatile enough to earanieli/e. saute, grill, fry or n>asi. Onions contain naiHrally occurring 
phyloehemiCals lh;il can reduce the risk of cancer and protect against heart disease.

Hire up a big "howl o f red" iMi Super Sunday w ith /esty ()S<) Sweet onions, in peak seastvn 
just in link’ for the hig game —  m> lickcls needed for this chili-lovers least.

Vegetarian Chili
Serves S

2 tabkspuoiis canola oil
I OSO  Swcrel onion, chopped
3 carrota, diced
I tablespoon chopped garlic 
I (28-ounce) can chopped tomatoes 
I butternut squasli, peeled and diced 

lor l-pouiid package dicerl 
bultehiull

1 small celeriac tcelury nH>t). peeled 
and diced

1 (1-pound) bag fnizeii cxim
2 (15-ounrel cans dark red kidney

beans
2 (15-ounce) cans black beans 

Salt to taste 
i/4 cup chili powder 

2 chipotle diiles in adobo, chopped

ileal oil in large Dutch oven. Add onions, 
carrots and garlic and eotik over medium 
heat 5 minutes, until erisp-lendcr. Add 
(omatiks. huitemut .squasli and celery root 
and hiing to hail, ('over andsuaroerOUi /  &' 
minutes.

Stir in remaiiiinu iiigiediems. bring 
to hoil. reduce heat and simmer 20 min
utes. stirring iKeasionally. uinil chili has 
thickened. -

“ A n y M y  th a t to a  c h il i 
c a m lln a U b e tL ”

Said aboui 
fUlly the Kid

- 'W itk lh a d t im e fo r  
jrn tt MW m ore bow l 
o fc h i lL ”

Alleged last words 
of Kit CarstNi. 
tfoniicrsman

Confetti
Combread

. r «r1

Veggie Slaw
Serves S _

Dressing;
3/4 cup canola oil 

6 tablespoons cider vincpir 
2 tablespoons laigar 
2 laNespuons coarse mustard 
2 labicspoom poppy seeds 
2 teaspoons celery seeds

Salt and black pepper to taste

Vegetables: (or subslittitt 2 pounds prteM tkw mix)
1 head curly robtsage (Savoy or napaK shredded
1 small head red cabbage, shredded 

" I  pound carrots,shredded
2 colurful bell peppers, thinly iHccd 
I cup thinly sliced OSO Sweet oaiun

Whisk together drcs.smg ingredients. Toss with vegeUbIcs, 
season to taste and marinate in refrigerator at least 30 minutes
before serving.

^a---9Ww

Five-Way Cincinnati-Style 
Tiirkey Chili
Serves 8

1/4 cup canola nil, divided
3 pounds ground turkey (dark meal prerctTcd

for moistness)
1 OSO Sweet onion, chopped
2 teaspoons chopped gailic 
2 UUmpoons cider vinegar
1 (12-ounce) can tomato paste, diluted in

1 quart water
2 tablespoons chile powder 
1 tablespoon cinnamon
4 bay leaves 

1/2 teaspoon allspice
1 tcasixNm Worcestershire sauce 

Salt and Mack pepper to taste 
I pound spaghetti 

G a m isk ts :
1 (ISninnce) can dark red kidney beans, 

rinsed, drained and heated 
1/2 pound sharp Cheddar, shredded 

I OSO Sweet onion, chopped

In large Dutch oven o v a  medium-high heat, heat half o f ail 
and brown turkey. Remove and reserve.

Add remaining oil to same p(X. ami lightly hnvwn onion 
and garlic. .Stir in remaining ingredients, seasoning to lasie 
with sah and pepper, and bring to boil. Reduce tn-ai and 
simma 43 mimites. stirring occaskHially.

Bring large pot o f sahed warer to boil. Add spaghetti 
and cook until “ al dcnie." Drain well and place in large 

serving bowl. Top with chili (discarding hay leaves).
Serve with beans, cheese and onions as garnishes.

Crwk*kTlp: For lower fat chili, cool and then 
refrigerate overnight. The next day. remove 

and discard any solidified orange-cniorcd 
fat from the surface.

VChiii Garnishes
^ Gnlad chcdiiu- 

Okopped tWMt bdl peppers

P M O G O  Sweet oiiioas
I tomatoes i

Texas Beef
Chili

V

Vi
’OhippMl cHmlro
'n^UTOCMlO

rfŴWwmf I

imMJiSHlWiiouarMii'cxom u> 
I j lp H i QUions and to get health 
]tljlpt M d tonifk  recipes.

A liit (jrrtn  u atuh<r nf 
“f ifU  Guide re Pruduce" 
attd 'FitUGnUe w JWeur' 
(Qmri Ihiiduraml ~Snmf: 
Uurr ihm 200 Whelrtomt 
Miriims gedpts Jnm 
Anmwhhr eiarU(hmninit
/Vrii).

Texas Beef Chili
Seru'\ A ♦

K dried aiKho chilcv trimmed and seeded 
.1 pounds ground Iteef, preferably coarse-ground 

chuck
1/4 cup canola nil, dis ided 

I OSO Sweet onion, dked
1 lablespvMin chopped garlic
2 tablesp<Mms sweet paprika 
I tablespvMm ground cumin 
I tablespoon oregano
1 teaspoon ground allspice
2 ( 15-ounec i cans pinto beaas 

Salt to luste
('hopped r<4or-ful bell peppers for garnish

Stiak dried chiles in I quart w ami water to soften aikkit 15 mm- 
iiiev. In blender, puree chiles with Itk-ir liquid. In large Duteh 
oven over nk’dium-high heal, heat half o f oil and brown beef. 
Remove and rescAc.

.-\dd remaining oil to same pan. and lightly brown onion 
and garlic. Stir in paprika, cumin, oregatki and all.spicc. Add 
chile puree, beef, beans and salt to ta.sie, .md bring to hoil. 
Cover and simmer I hour, or until chili i  ̂rich and conccn- 
iraletf Offer chopped hell peppers to garnish.

Chef’s Tip: One secret to great chili is to use coarsely groum^ 
Ikcf. Ask ihc huicher to coaisc-grind hcef chuck. Dried chile 
atichos call tx: found in the Mexican section ot supemiaiieLs.

Confetti Combread )
,Vmr v S

1 OSO Sweet nnkMi. diced
2 colorful bell peppers, diced 
2 tablespoons butler

1/2 pound bag (or 2 cups) fhtzen corn
2 laldespcHins unmlK^ butter '
3 cups all-purpose flour

I 1/2 cups co rn ro^ . preferaMy stone-ground 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
I teaspiMin baking s ^  <

1/4 cup sugar
I teaspoon Salt «
1 Stick uDsalted butter, met ted
2 cups buttermilk

b ntp
Preheat oven to ,350’F. In skilkn. fry onmns and p e ^ r s  in 2 
tahlespixYns huncr till crisp-iendcr Remove from h ^  stir in 
com reserve. Combine flour, commcal. baking powder, 
baking srxla. sugar and .salt in laigc bowl.

Lightly beat together I stick mdtexl butler, buncrmilk and 
eggs. Pour into Hour mixture and whisk togetba until just con»- 
bined. Fold in vegetables. Butter 9 x I .i^incii bakki| pan. Pour 
in baita and bake 43 minutes or until combread is set in center.

u
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New Raider slightly larger and longer; comes ready for work
By ANN M . JOB
For Th e  Associated Press

Mitsubishi is back, at 
least back in the truck 
market.

For the first time since 
1996, Mitsubishi is selling 
a pickup truck in the 
United States. And this is 
no barebones vehicle.

The mid-size, 2006 
Mitsubishi Raider is pow
ered by a Vb or V3, and 
the V8 is the most'power
ful found in any foreign- 
badged truck.

There’s no four-cylinder 
powerplant here. There’s 
also no small, regular cab 
version of Raider. This 
expressively styled truck 
is offered in larger body 
styles of extended cab and 
double cab only, and max
imum seating capacity is 
six.

Amenities are plentiful 
— some standard, some 
optional. They include 
Siriu^ satellite radio, 
leather-trimmed steering 
wheel and Bluetooth com
munication technology.

Another unexpected 
part of the Raider stoi^: 
It’s based on the mid size 
Dodge Dakota pickup.

Mitsubishi and Dodge’s 
parent company,
DaimlerChrysler, had 
planned for the Raider 
earlier this decade when 
DaimlerChrysler owned a 
part of Mitsubishi. This 
stake in Mitsubishi has 
since been dissolved, but 
the Raider contract is 
being executed.

Starting manufacturer’s 
suggested retail price, 
including delivery 
charge, of $19,825 for a 
manual transmission, 
two-wheel-drive, extended 
cab Raider with V6 is just 
$390 more than a base, 
2006 Dakota on which it is 
based.

The lowest-priced 
Raider with automatic, 
transmission ~«*4s* -

^Mitsubishi 
'Raider. ■

IN TE R IO R  VIEW , 2006 M ITS U B IS H I R A ID ER

extended cab, two-wheel- 
drive, V6 LS model that 
starts at $22,400.

Among mid-size truck 
competitors are the 2006 
Chevrolet ' Colorado, 
which has a starting 
MSRP, including destina
tion charge, of $15,590 for 
a base, two-wheel-drive, 
regular cab model with 
manual transmission and 
four-cylinder engine. 
There’s also the 2006 
Nissan Frontier, whose 
V6-powered, two-wheel- 
drive extended cab model 
— called the King Cab 
body style — is similarly 
priced at $19,680.

Wondering why con
sumers might want a 
Mitsubishi version of 
Dakota?

Mitsubishi officials said 
the Raider’s unique 
styling, plus Japanese 
company branding, 
should appeal to youthful, 
male truck buyers who 
are likely to be import 
shoppers. They will like 
Mitsubishi’s bumper-to- 
bumper limited warranty 
that—'httts for. five

years/60,000 miles. This 
compares with three' 
years/36,000 miles for the 
Dakota.

The Raider is also 
longer than a comparable 
Nissan Frontier. Thus, 
rear-seat legroom of 36.4 
inches in a Raider double 
cab is greater than the 
33.6 in a comparable 
Frontier. But it is a bit 
narrower than a Frontier, 
so it has less shoulder
room.

There was comfortable 
room in the test Raider, 
which was a two-wheel- 
drive DuroCross double 
cab with V8 and five- 
speed automatic trans
mission.

Power came on quickly, 
and sometimes quite 
throatily, when I touched 
the accelerator. With this 
kind of response, I didn’t 
wait long to merge into 
traffic and make passes 
on the highway.

Both Raider engines 
have similar performance 
numbers as they do in the 
Dakota.

For the 3.7-liter V6, this

means 210 horsepower 
and 235 foot-pounds of 
torque at 3,600 rpm. The 
4.7-liter V8 has 230 horse
power and 290 foot-pounds 
of torque at 3,600 ipm.

But there’s no high-out
put V8 that generates 260 
horsepower in the 
Dakota. Also note that the 
4-liter V6 in the Frontier 
produces 265 horsepower 
and 284 foot-pounds of 
torque at 4,000 rpm.

The Raider’s fuel econo
my, as you might expect, 
isn’t anything to brag 
about. But at least all 
Raiders, with V6 or V8, 
use regular fuel.

You’ll notice the 
Raider’s truckish ride. On 
potholes and rough road 
surfaces, the test truck 
bounced and shuddered 
in characteristic truck 
fashion and there was 
wind noise at highway 
speeds. But on smoother 
pavement, the ride was 
better managed, and the 
truckish behavior was 
subtle.

Tires are 16 inches on 
all but the top-of-the^e'

Raider XLS Double Cab. 
which has wheels and 
tires with 17-inch diame
ter.

Watch when making U- 
tums. Like the Dakota, 
the Raider has a sizable, 
44-foot turning circle.

1 liked the good views 
out from the tall-standing 
Raider, which has a mini
mum ground clearance of 
7.9 inches.

Too bad, though, that 
the tubular side rails, 
which are part o f the 
DuroCross package, did
n’t seem to be aligned 
properly on the test truck. 
They rested closer to the 
truck body at the' front 
doors than they did at the 
back doors, which meant 
passengers had different 
foot space, depending on 
whether they climbed out 
from the front or the back 
doors.

The interior is clean 
and streamlined, especial
ly for a truck. But it’s not 
quite as stylish as I was 
expecting, given the exte
rior.
•* -But this-is »tm ck  that’s

i^ ^ B A B E  P R IC E : $19,180 
for 2 W D  L S  v e  extended 
cab with manual tranemis* 
aion; $21,755 for 2 W D  L S  

V 6  extended cab with 
4 iutomatlc; $23,440 for 
2 W D  DuroCross V 6  

extended cab; $23,680 for 
2 ^  L S  V6 double cab; 
$25,365 for ' 2 W D  
DuroCross V6 double cab; 
S2 5 :4 4 0  for 2 W D  
DuroCross V 8  exterufed 
dab; $26,710 for 4 W D  L S  

double cab; $27,690 for 
2 W D  DuroCross V 8  dou
ble cab.

A S  T E S T E D : $29,775.
T Y P E :  Front-engine,

rear-wheel-drive, five-or 
six-passenger, m id-size 
pickup truck.

E N G IN E : 4.7-liter, single 
overhead cam V8.

M IL E A G E : 15 (d ty). 20 
(highway).

L E N G T H : 219.9 inches.
W H E E L B A S E : 131.3

inches.
C U R B  W E IG H T : 4,700 

pourKis.
B U IL T  A T :  W arren, 

Mich.
O P T IO N S : Premium

sound package $1,440.
- D E S T I N A T I O N  
C H A R G E : $645.

ready to work.
The pickup bed extends 

back 6 feet on the extend
ed cab model and 5 1/4 
feet with the double cab. 
The bed is more than 17 
inches deep, which is just 
under the 18-inch (tep^h of 
the Frontier.

Towing capacity tops 
out at 6,500 pounds in the 
Raider with V8, and max
imum payload is 1,700 
pounds.

Standard safety features 
on this new truck include 
anti-lock brakes. ^

MV M, -•> -

Ford introduces hybrid research vehicle that can run on ethanol
B y  K E N  T H O M A S

Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON -  Ford Motor 
Co., extending its push into 
hybrid technology, said 
Wednesday it was the first 
automaker to develop a hybrid 
research vehicle capable of run
ning on ethanol-based fuels.

Ford was unveiling the 
Escape Hybrid E85 before jour
nalists at the Washington Auto 
Show on Wednesday.

'The vehicle combines hybrid- 
electric power with the capabil
ity of operating on a mixture of 
15 percent gasoline and 85 per
cent ethanol, a corn-based addi
tive.

“This innovative research 
program could lead to break
throughs to significantly 
reduce our nation’s dependence 
on imported oil while also help
ing to address global climate

^^This innovative research program couid iead to breaidhroughs to sig- 
nificantiy reduce our nation’s dependence on imported oii white atso 
hetping to address giobat ctimate change,"

Anne Stevens 
Ford Motor Co.

change,” said Anne Stevens, 
Ford’s executive vice president 
and chief operating officer for 
the Americas.

Ford, which outlined a major 
restructuring plan Monday that 
would cut up to 30,000 jobs and 
close 14 plants by 2012, has 
delved deeply into hybrid vehi
cles.

In 2004, it introduced the first 
hybrid sport utility vehicle, the 
Escape Hybrid, and is expected 
to produce 250,000 hybrids a

year by the end of the decade.
The nation’s No. 2 automaker 

plans to produce 250,000 
ethanol-capable vehicles this 
year, including the Ford F-150 
pickup truck. Ford Crown 
Victoria sedan, the Mercury 
Grand Marquis and the Lincoln 
Town Car.

Backers of ethanol say it’s a 
clean-burning fuel that helps 
Midwest farmers while reduc
ing the nation’s dependence on 
foreign oil and cutting green

house gas emissions. But crit
ics say the fuel is a waste of $3 
billion a year in state and fed
eral subsidies and question 
whether ethanol takes more 
energy to make than it pro
duces.

Ford said the technology 
offers real potential, estimating 
that oil imports could be 
reduced by about 140 million 
barrels a year if 5 percent of the 
U.S. vehicle fleet were powered 
by hybrids using the E85

ethanol fuel instead of gasoline.
The automaker said ethanol- 

fueled hybrids could also help 
reduce greenhouse gas emis
sions, estimating the vehicle 
would produce about 25 percent 
less carbon dioxide by using 
the combination fuel.

The vehicle is not currently 
slated for production, but Ford 
said it could quickly produce 
the vehicle if there were 
improvements to the infrastruc
ture of ethanol pumps around 
the nation, enough ethanol pro
duction and consumer demand.

“ If the government and the 
infrastructure is there, the 
technology is there today to go 
as far as we want to go with 
this,” Stevens said during the 
news conference.

On the Net:
Ford Motor Co.: 
http.Hwww/ord. com

IrepriciisgDtliewiiyup

Industry predicts car 
tines will become more 
expensive due to rise 
in price for key raw 
materials such as 
rubber, steel and oil.

S^ithetlc and natural njbbar

N ^ ,  surrounded 
byrubber

Rayon or polysstar

Carbon black

Natural rubber

4 ’Y' ■

RILLMOON, INC. ROOFING
Commercial • Residential • Industrial • Insured • Bonded • Three Million General Liability
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By JEFF LANE
Special to the Herald 

FORSAN — The Forsan 
JV boys team’s win 
streak stopped at 14 
Tuesday night as the 
Iraan Braves defeated the 
Buffaloes, 30-36.

The Buffs held the lead 
throughout and led by as 
many as 11 until late in 
the third period.

With three minutes to 
go in the third, the 
Braves cut the lead to 26- 
24 before Russell Strong

nailed a 3-point shot, 
extending the Foiaan lead 
to five.

But Iraan fought back, 
scoring the next five 
points and knotting 
things up at 29-29 with 
1:20 to go In the ffame.

Although'tumovers had 
hurt the Buffs and 
allowed the Braves back 
into the game, they still 
held a one-point lead 
going into the fourth.

Blake Grantham gave 
the Buffs a three-point

lead early, but it was 
short lived as Iraan con
verted three of four free 
shots to draw even again.

At 4:25 in the fourth, the 
Braves took the lead for 
good, going up 35-33.

The Buffs managed to

pull to within one with 
just more than two min
utes to go and still had a 
chance with time running 
down, but Iraan sank two 
free shots with 1.1 sec
onds left to secure the 39-. 
36 win.

Forsan. which dropped 
to 14-1 on the year, was 
led in scoring by Jeremy 
Robbins’ nine points

Grantham added seven 
and Nathan Ackerson had 
six.

In JV girls play, the

.Lady Buffs lost to the . 
Bravettes, 26-12, as they 
could not find the range 
on the offensive end.

The ladies,played hard 
and kept the game tight, 
but could not pull it out 
in the end.

Sandi GoUeher scored 
six points and Carissa 
Jensen added three.

Both teams will partici
pate in the Rankin JV 
Tournament starting 
today. The tournament 
runs through Saturday.

Mavericks take down 
Warriors in Oakiand

COMTtMy plioto
Four studonts from Fbrsan Junior High School participatod In the West Texas Paintball 
Sarloa tournament last Sunday. The event was a three-man beginner tournament and 
the team from Forsan (Texas Legion) placed In a tie for fourth overall. From left: JP 
Barber, Jake Moore, Josh Hatfield and Zack QUIam are the 14-year-olds who made up 
the team from Forsan. The tournament featured players ranging from ages 17-40. The 
Texas Legion will next participato In a tournament In April.

B y G R E O  B E A C H A M
AP S p o rts  Writer

OAKLAND, Calif. -  
Avery Johnson cited his 
Dallas Mavericks’ defense 
and rebounding as the 
reasons for the victory 
that sent their coach to 
the All-Star game.

He also knew the 
Golden State Warriors 
helped out just as much 
with a phenomenally 
inept fourth quarter.

Jerry Stackhouse scored 
a season-high 23 points, 
Dirk Nowitzki added 18 
and the Mavericks roared 
past the Warriors in the 
final minutes for their 
sixth straight victory, 102- 
93 Wednesday night.

Jason Terry scored 16 
points for the Mavericks, 
who got their 17th road 
victory of the season and 
improved to 4-0 on their

five-game road trip. After 
Johnson watched his 
team trudge through the 
first half of their first 
game in three days, he 
was pleased to see a near- 
flawless finish.

And the Mavs had plen
ty of help from the 
Warriors, who absolutely 
fell apart in the fourth 
quarter — missing their 
first 16 shots and going 
10:42 between field goals.

“They missed some 
shots, but I know we con
tested them better in the 
fourth quarter than we 
did all game,” said 
Johnson, who clinched 
the right to coach the 
Western Conference All- 
Stars in Houston next 
month. “ (The All-Star 
game) is nothing about

See M AVERICKS, Page 2B

Attest finds new 
home, Pacers get 
shooter in return

’ w

B y  M IC H A E L  M A R O T
AP S p o rts  Writer*

INDIANAPOLIS -  The 
Pacers couldn’t change 
Ron Artest’s act in 
Indianapolis. After all the 
volatile forward’s trou
bles, Indiana is hoping a 
new home will help.

Indiana traded Artest to 
Sacramento Wednesday 
for Peja Stojakovic in a 
deal the Pacers think 
could help change 
Artest’s reputation as one 
of the game’s most unpre
dictable characters.

“Maybe this was not the 
right team for a guy like 
Ronnie,” Pacers CEO 
Donnie Walsh said. 
“Really, Ronnie couldn’t 
get out from under it and 
I hope he does in 
Sacramento because 
everyone needs a fresh 
start.”

For Artest, it’s more

than a new opportunity. 
It’s a chance to rebuild 
his image as^one of the 
game’s best players 
rather than one of its 
most notorious.

Since trading for Artest 
in a trade-deadline deal in 
February 2002, Artest’s 
career has been fraught 
with distractions and 
bizarre incidents. He 
once kicked a ball into 
the stands. Another time, 
he broke a television cam
era after throwing it to 
the ground. He verbally 
sparred with Miami Heat 
coach Pat Riley during 
games.

And, of course, he was 
at the center of one of the 
worst brawls in U.S. 
sports history when he 
charged into the stands at 
Detroit and fought with 
Pistons fans. That drew

See ARTEST, Page 2B
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Upcoming area 
basketball games

Tonight
Howard College 0  Odessa College, 5:50 p.m. arxJ 7:50 p.m. 

Friday
Andrews 0  Big Spring, 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Coahoma 0  Stamford, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. ^
Forsan 0  Wink, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Grady 0  Garden City, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Sands 0  Dawson, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.

January 30
South Plains 0  Howard College, 5:50 p.m. and 7:50 p.m. 

January 31
Lubbock Ettacado 0  Big Spring, 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

*gama w i  ba played at the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum 
Stanton 0  Coahoma, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Mc(^amey 6  Forsan, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
(krden City 0  Sands, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.
Klondks 6  Grady, 6:30 p.m. and 8 p.m.

KRT pheto/ChartI* Nya, Tha Indianapalla Star
Indiana Pacers’ Ron Artest drives away from Conseco FleMhouee after meeting with Pacers 
management about his status with the team and trade negotiations In Indianapolle, Ind., 
Wednesday. Artest was traded to the Sacramento Kings later that night.

Nalbandian falls in Aussie semis
• Henin-Hardenne to 
meet Mauresmo in 
women’s title match

B y P A U L A L E X A N D E R

Ass(x:iated Press Writer 
M E L B O U R N E ,  

Australia — Unseeded 
Marcos Baghdatis extend
ed his remarkable run at 
the Australian Open, ral
lying Thursday to beat 
No. 4 David Nalbandian 3- 
6, 5-7, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 and 
reach the final. \

With the crowd scream
ing support, the 54th- 
ranked Baghdatis guaran
teed that he will more 
than double his career 
winnings. He will play 
the winner of Friday’s 
semifinal between top- 
seeded Roger Federer and 
No. 21 Nicolas Kiefer.

Baghdatis. a former 
world junior champion 
from Cyprus, was serving 
for the match at 15-15 
when rain began pouring 
down, forcing organizers 
to close the roof on Rod 
Laver Arena.

A fter ' workers toweled 
off the surface, the 20- 
year-old Baghdatis missed 
his'first match point on a 

' backhand that was ruled 
long.

Nalbandian hit a fore
hand into the net to set up 
a second chance, and 
Baghdatis finished it off 
with his 15th ace, drop
ping to his knees and 
bowing his head.

“Just amazing,” said 
Baghdatis, who hadn’t 
made it past the fourth 
round of his first five 
Grand Slam events. “ I

have to wake up.
“Everything was going 

in. I was just in my own 
world I think.”

He won 17 of the last 21 
points.
' On the women’s side, 
second-seeded Kim 
Clijsters had to quit dur
ing her semifinal against 
No. 3 Amelie Mauresmo 
after spraining her right 
ankle. Mauresmo, seeking 
her first Grand Slam title, 
w ill face eighth-seeded 
Justine Henin-Hardenne 
on Saturday.

The stadium was awash 
in blue-and-white — look
ing more like Greece’s 
national day than 
Australia’s — in support 

’ of Baghdatis. The dozens 
of chanting fans who

See AUSTRALM , Page 2B
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MAVERICKS
Continued from Page IB

me. It Just shows the guys 
that play for the Mavs 
won some games.”

The Mavs have won 
more than a few: They’re 
32-10. Dallas overcame a 
slow start with dynamic 
play in the final minutes, 
scoring 15 consecutive 
points spanning the final 
two quarters before cruis
ing to its 12th victory in 
the last 13 trips to 
Oakland.

“They got off to a pretty 
good start, and we were 
pretty much sleepwalking 
through the first half,” 
said Stackhouse, who hit 
three 3-pointers for the 
second straight game. 
“Really the key was our 
rebounding and getting 
them to work on the 
offensive end. We started 
to get some second-chance 
opportunities, and we 
held them to one shot.”

Baron Davis had 26 
points and 10 assists, 
while 'Troy Murphy added 
22 points and 14 rebounds 
— but Golden State man
aged just four free throws 
while Dallas pulled away 
in front of a booing home 
’crowd. Mickael Pietrus’ 
short hook with 1:47 to 
play was the Waniors’ 
first field goal of the 
fourth quarter, ending a 
24-4 nm by Dallas.

“All of a sudden, we 
went stone cold,” coach 
Mike Montgomery said. 
“We just can’t sustain the 
level. Part of it is 
rebounding, and part of it 
is free throw shooting. 
When we learn to play, 
(and) sustain a level like 
we’fe  capable of, then

Though Jason
Richardson fimdly ended 
Golden State’s scoreless 
quarter with one fi*ee 
throw moments later, he 
Uien left the game clutch- 
mg his back. Richardson 
finished with 17 points.

’The defeat was another 
late-game embarrassment 
for the Warriors, who 
blew a 19-point lead in the 
second half of their home 
loss to the Los Angeles 
Clippers Monday night.

Devin Harris led Dallas 
with 11 points in the first 
half, but sprained his 
right shoulder with 2.1 
seconds left in the first 
half when he ran facefirst 
into Mike Dunleavy’s 
pick. Harris was fiat on 
the court for several sec
onds before walking awk
wardly to the locker 
room.

Golden State led by 11 
points in the first quarter 
when the Mavericks came 
out in an uncharacteristic 
shooting slump. Murphy 
went 8-for-ll in the first 
half, scoring 17 points.

KRT pholo/Hany C. Waikw, Knlght'4thld«r Trlbuna
Houston Rocket Tracy McOrady (1 ) Is defended by 
Washington Wizard Caron Butler (3 ) during their game 
played at the MCI Center In Washington, D .C., Tuesday 
night. The Rockets defeated the Charlotte Bobcats 
Wednesday behind 29 points from McGrady.

we’ll be able to beat these 
teams.”

The Warriors have lost 
eight of their last 10, 
falling into disarray at 
the midway point of the 
season after their most 
promising start since 
their last trip to the play
offs in 1994.

"We’re better than 
we’ve been since I’ve been 
here, but we’re also more 
disappointed, because we 
have the talent to be over 
.500,” said Mike

Dunleavy, who' scored 
just eight points in 38 
minutes. “You just have 
to stick with it and fight 
through it. Who knows 
how good this team can 
be or where we’ll finish 
up?”

The Mavericks took 
their first lead since the 
opening minutes on 
Stackhouse’s 3-pointer 
early in the fourth, then 
went ahead 87-78 on 
Nowitzki’s jumper with 
6:51 to play.

Rockuts 102, Bobcats 78
HOUSTON (AP) -  

’Tracy McGrady scored 29 
points in three quarters 
as Houston snapped a 
seven-game home losing 
streak.

Seldom-used Lonnie 
Baxter added a season- 
high 18 points and 11 
rebounds and' David 
Wesley added 15 for 
Houston, which improved 
to 4-13 at the Toyota 
Center. The Rockets had
n’t won a home game 
since a 91-73 victory over 
Boston on Dec. 6.

Matt Carroll had 19 for 
injury-depleted Charlotte, 
which dropped its season- 
high ninth straight game.

Florida, three other top 15 teams fall
(AP) — Before the sea

son, noridawas nowhere 
to l)e 9E6ri‘ Ori’ lK y ’ list bf ‘ 
the r i w n try’s top teams.

The Gators, who lost 
their top three scorers 
fh)m last season, didn’t 
crack lists of the top 
teams in the Southeastern 
Conference, either.

That all changed with a 
school-record 17-0 start 
that saw Florida rise to 
No. 2 in The Associated 
Press’ poll. ’Things are 
about to change again 
after consecutive road 
losses to Tennessee and . 
South Carolina, the latter 
a 68-62 defeat on 
Wednesday night.

“We’re right back to 
where we were before the 
season started,” Gators 
coach Billy Donovan said. 
“We’ve got to be able to 
prove ourselves. I think 
it’s very, very evident, 
we’re not a Top 5, Top 
Ten, Top 15 team.”

While Donovan thought 
the Gators (17-2, 3-2) 
fought hard in their 80-76 
loss at Tennessee last 
weekend, he didn’t see 
the same intensity from 
his team against the 
Gamecocks (11-8, 2-4).

South Carolina had the 
edge in every category 
over Florida. The 
Gamecocks had more 
rebounds (32-31), fewer 
turnovers (8-17) and dou
bled the Gators’ five 
steals.

In other games involv
ing ranked teams, it was: 

;NO. 1 Connecticut 66, St.
: John’s 50; No. 8 Illinois 
; 77, Minnesota 53; 
-Marshall 58, No. 9 West 
Virginia 52; Michigan 72, 
No. 11 Michigan State 67; 
No. 14 George 
Washington 94, Duquesne 
78; Seton Hall 83, No. 15 
North Carolina State 65; 
No. 18 Maryland <86, 
Georgia Tech 74; No. 19

Tennessee 88, Mississippi 
State':68r' No. 20 'Boston 
Cbllejrt- ’ 84,‘ ' ; ^ t h  
Carolinfk-’ 74; Nd.' 22 
Louisville 67, (Cincinnati 
50; No. 23 Wisconsin 72, 
Penn State 43; and No. 24 
Oklahoma 82, Baylor 52.

Tarence Kinsey had 19 
points for South Carolina, 
which snapped a nine- 
game losing streak 
against the Gators dating 
to 2001. Florida took a 15- 
6 lead, but the Gamecocks 
went on a 20-6 run to take 
control, leading by as 
many as 13 in the second 
half.

“Some might say there 
was a team in the country 
that needed a win like 
this more than we did,” 
South Carolina coach 
Dave Odom said. “1 would 
argue that.”

Taurean Green led the 
Gators with 17 points, 
while Joakim Noah had 
12, only four in the second 
half.

Green had two 3-point- 
ers, Walter Hodge added 
one and A1 Horford 
scored inside as Florida 
cut a j5-point lead to 67-62 
with 38 seconds to go. 
South Carolina held on 
despite going 4-of-8 from 
the free-throw line down 
the stretch.

[j u u

Marshall 58,
No. 9 W est Virginia 52

Mark Patton had 16 
points and 10 rebounds 
for the Thundering Herd 
(8-9), who beat their 
instate rival for the sec
ond straight year and 
ended the nation’s longest 
winning streak at 12 
games. West Virginia 
went on a 7-0 run to tie 
the game at 48 with 2:08 
remaining, but Patton put 
Marshall ahead to stay 
with a short jumper with 
1:32 left.. ,

Kevin Pittsnogle had 20

points for the 
Mountaineers (14-4), who 
were held to a season low 
for points in the game 
played at the Charleston 
Civic Center.

Michigan 72,
No. 11 M ichigan St. 67

Daniel Horton scored 23 
points and the Wolverines 
(14-3, 4-2 Big Ten) won 
their third straight and 
beat their rival for the 
second time in 14 meet
ings.

Maurice Ager had 18 
points for the Spartans'

AUSTRAUA
Continued from Page IB

showed up for every one 
of his matches had plenty 
of company this time in a 
city with a large Greek

population.
Baghdatis" broke 

Nalbandian, the reigning 
Masters Cup champion 
and 2002 Wimbledon run
ner-up, early in the first 
set before the Argentine 
started ripping winners 
fiom both sides.

Nalbandian jumped 
ahead by a set and 5-1 in 
the second before 
Baghdatis started rally
ing.

The crowd erupted in 
thunderous cheers as he 
tied it at 5-5.

He was serving at 15-40

\ \

ARTEST
Continued from Page IB

the NBA’s longest suspen
sion, 73 games plus the 
playoffs — and marred 
his image nationally.

In December, Artest 
stunned teammates and 
Pacers officials who sup
ported him after the 
brawl by requesting a 
trade. ’That precipitated a 
month’s worth of rumors 
and created the Pacers’ 
biggest distraction of the 
season. When Indiana 
finally appeared to have 
its deal with Sacramento 

Tuesday, Arteston
reportedly balked at play
ing for the Kings before 
relenting after a meeting 
with Walsh on 
Wednesday.

The Kings forgave 
Artest for those indiscre
tions, betting they could 
turn Artest into one of the 
league’s best all-around 
players.

“We’re gamblers. So 
we’re going to take a 
chance on him,” Kings 
co-owner Gavin Maloof 
said. “All that’s in the 
past. We want to look for
ward, otherwise we 
woulto’t have made this 
happen.”

Artest has long been 
regarded as one of the 
league’s top defenders. He 
was an ^ -S ta r and the 
league’s Defensive Player 
of the Year in 2003-04.

When he has played, 
Artest also was a key to 
the Pacers’ offense. He 
averaged 24.6 points in 
the seven games he 
played last year before 
the suspension, and 19.4 
in 16 games this year 
before being deactivated 
after his trade demand.

The beleaguered Kings 
welcomed the acquisition 
almost as much as 
Indiana welcomed the 
end to this saga.

“We’re,> gladt it’s over 
with,**. Pacera^praaideiit: 
Larry Bird said. “We 
wanted to be patient with 
this one because Ronnie 
is a heck of a player and 
someone’s always going 
to take a chance on some
one like that.”

Bird and Walsh decided 
to keep him until they got 
the right offer, and Bird 
said the rumors did cause 
chemistry problems.

The Pacers were 10-6 
with him, 11-14 without 
him.

Finally, the Kings called

back in recent days 
proposing a deal that had 
been rumored in the sum
mer of 2004: Artest for 
Stojakovic. With an out
side shooter who could 
help the Pacers replace 
the retired Reggie Miller, 
Bird and ,Walsh decided 
the offer was good for 
everyone.

“ I think what it came 
down to is that our owner 
wants to win and, in the 
end, we did this deal 
because we knew it would 
make us a better team,” 
Bird said.

Stojakovic, like' Artest, 
comes with an All-Star 
pedigree — and almost 
none of the baggage. ’The 
6-foot-lO Serbian star 
averaged 18.5 points dur
ing his careei; and has 
been selected to three All- 
Star teams.

This season, though, 
has been Stojakovic’s 
worst in the NBA. He’s 
averaged 16.5 points in 31 
games, has been bothered 
by a bad back.

With the Kings mired in 
last place in the Pacific 
Division, the co-owners 
decided to deal their 
longest-tenured player for 
what they perceive one of 
the league’s best all- 
around talents.

“Our team hasn’t per
formed the way it 
should,” co-owner Joe 
Maloof said. “We needed 
to do something. I think 
the fans in Sacramento 
were ready for a change 
no matter what.”

' Indiana spent several 
weeks searching for the 
right deal, nearly sending. 
Artest to the Los Angeles 
Clippers for Corey 
Maggette before the Kings 
called back.

But Stojakovic was too 
tempting for Indiana.

He joined the Kings as 
an ui^eralded 21-year-old 
rookie in 1998 and could 
become a tree agent this 

.jyuinmer i f  he voids the 
:^la8tseason of his deaL

It was Sacramento’s 
fourth mqjor trade in 13 
months, following deals 
involving Chris Webber,

' Bobby Jackson and Doug 
Christie. And Kings play
ers welcomed their new 
teammate.

“ I know he might put us 
over that hump that we 
need,” guard Mike Bibby 
said. ‘“The way he plays, 
he plays good defense, he 
can score, too. Maybe that 
can pick up the intensity 
in everybody else.”
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KRT ptwto/iM Rletianto, TVm  Stato
South Carolina’s Tre Kelley drives to the basket against 
Florida’s Joakim Noah during first period action at The 
Colonial Center In Columbia, S.C ., Wednesday.

(15-5, 3-3), who pulled 
within two late but failed 
to score on three posses
sions.

Seton Hall 83,
N o . 15 N .C . State 65

Donald Copeland had 22 
points and Kelly Whitney 
added 17 for the Pirates 
(11-6), who opened the 
second half with a 14-3 
rpn to take a 54-30 lead.

Tony Bethel had 15 
points for the Wolfpack 
(15-4), who lost at home 
for the first tim^ this sea
son.
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in the next game when 
holiday fireworks started 
thundering nearby.

The startled Baghdatis 
hit a forehand crosscourt 
winner before twisting 
his ankle while losing the 
next point and the game.
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This Date 
In History
Today is Thursday, Jan. 

26, the 26th day of 2006. 
There are 339 days left in the 
year.

Today’s H ighlight in 
History:

On Jan. 26, 1788, the flrst 
European settlers in 
Australia, led by Captain 
Arthur Phillip, la n d ^  in 
present-day Sydney.

On this date;
In 1802, Congress passed 

an act calling for a library to 
be established within the 
U S. Capitol.

In 1837, M ichigan became 
the 26th state.

In 1841, Britain formally 
occimied Hong Kong, which  
the Chinese had ceded to the 
British. %

In 1861, Louisiana seceded 
from the Union.

In 1870, V irgin ia rejoined 
the Union.

In 1911, the Richard  
Strauss opera “Der 
Rosenkavalier” premiered  
in Dr-esden, Germany.

In 1942. the flrst American  
expeditionary force to go'to

Europe during W orld W ar II 
went ashore in Northern  
Ireland.

In 1950, India officially  
proclaimed itself a republic  
as RAjendra Prasad took the 
oath o f oEflee as president.

In 1962, the United States  ̂
launched Ranger 3 to land*  
scientific instruments on 
the moon — but the probe 
missed its target by some 
22,000 miles.

In 1979, form er Vice  
President Nelson A. 
Rockefeller died in N ew  
York at age 70.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor 
Charles Lane is 101. Actress 
Anne Jeffl^ys is 83. Actor 
Paul Newm an is 81. Actress 
Joan Leslie is 81. Cartoonist 
Jules Feiffer is 77. 
Sportscaster-actor Bob 
Uecker is 71. Actor Scott 
Glenn is 67. Singer Jean 
Knight is 63. Activist Angela  
Davis is 62. Rock musician  
Corky Laing (M ountain ) is 
58. Actor David Strathaim  is 
57. Singer Lucinda W illiam s  
is 53. Rock singer-musician 
Eddie Van  Halen is 51. 
Reggae m usician Norm an  
Hassan (UB40> is 48. .Actress 
comedian Ellen DeGeneres 
IS 48. Hockey star " a y n .  
Gretzky is 45. .M usic ian  
Andrew  Ridgeley l.s 43

Rhythm-and-blues singer 
Jazzie B. (Soul II Soul) is 43. 
Actor Paul Johansson is 42 
Gospel singer Kirk Franklin  
is 36. Actres.s Jennifer 
Crystal is 33. Rock musician  
Chris Hesse (Hoobastank) is 
32. Actress Siarah Rue is 28 
Country musician Michael 
Martin (M arshall Dyllon) is 
23.

Thought for Today: “As  
long as men are 'free to ask  
what they must, free to say 
what they think, free to 
think what they will, free
dom can never be lost, and  
science can never regress.” 
— J. Jtobert Oppenheimer, 
Am erican  physicist (1904- 
1967).

•  2005 Tht Assoclattd Press

Answer to pnwioua puedo
□ n u u  □ □ □ □  o Q u o a  
□ D B O  [ ; ] □ □ □  □ □ □ □ □  

□ U D D  □ □ □ □ □  
□ □ □ □ □  

H U G O  □ □ □ □ □ □  
□ n n H iH  □ □ □ □ □ □  
□ □ □ □ □ □  naCO  H H D D  
□ □ □ □ □ □ □  □ □ □ □ □ □ □  

n o G  □ □ □ □ □ □
■ M g W 'A 1 UJ g iP i i A II
T a ®  a 'T I I H s  ’' . a
IA  b  C L T i p .  A •- W A I. .t^fc!
[r 0,1.:> tiMt.- - C ' ! - .  
ig ,B ie 'B | rM o | t o  K lfed 'i.

Newsday Crossword G O IN G  U N D ER C O V ER  by Doug Peterson 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

. www.stanxwords.com
A C R O S S

1 Wear proudly 
6 River bottoms 

10 Schussing 
surface

14 Be on the 
fence

15 Tennis great 
Lendl

16 Closing part 
of a piece ..

17 Fred Astaire’s 
sister

18 Withered
19 Urban reformer 

Jacob
20 What "X" 

may mark
23 Not out
24 Hot temper
25 Understanding
26 Panel game 

show of the 
’50s and ’60s

32 Back street
34 Prefix for angle
35 One-sixth of 

34 Across
36 Zip
37 Foucaults 

Pendulum  
novelist

40 Gridiron 
position 

4^ Archaic 
exclamation 

43 Swiss 
abstractionist 

45 2001 biopic 
47 Emmy. a.g.
49 Ulterior 

motivea
53 One, to Juan
54 ActfMt Long 
SSThId 
5810m

Oscari
62 Minute amount
63 Oalayad

64 University of 7 
Maine site

65 Vending- 8
machine 9
opening

66 State With 10
certainty 11

67 Watches over 12
68 Lab rat’s 13

course
69 Exchanges 21

rings
70 Someone 22

__problem 27

DOW N
1 Cleans, as 

a deck
2 City near 

Venice
3 Sated
4 Sub for
5 Family diagram
6 Informal eatery 
T

30

Senator 
Dirksen 
Take risks 
Slips past the 
doorman 
Crumple (up) 
Roulette bet 
Comics canine 
‘‘A s l _  
saying . . . ” 
Archaeological 
site
Go out with
Hurricane
feature
Have existence 
Makes 
alterations to 
Persian Gulf 
bigwig
Neck and neck 
Egyptian cross 
Leslie Caron 
role

38 Ecclesiastical 
doctrines

39 Slangy suffix
41 Family man
44 Send to

school
46 Put a match to
48 Ne’er-do-well
50 Ambient music 

pioneer
51 Downy ducks
52 Denial in 

Dundee
56 Biography 

network
57 Lip enhancer
58 Joe Hardy’s 

tempter
59 Full range
60 Best-liked one, 

slangily
61 Brief message
62 School of 

thought

W

w

20

23

w

43

or

z 11 12 13

i

http://www.stanxwords.com
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710 Scurry 263-7331 www.bigspringherieild.com

Announcements H B us ine ss  Opportunity Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

Didn’t Get Your 
Paper?

Call 263-7335 
M o n -F r l. 8 a m -7 p m  

SunSam -tM MM i

IHerald

The Big Spring H «raid always 
need dependable carriers tor 
various routes. Must have irv 
surance arxi reliable transpor
tation.

Appiy In person.
Contact Duane McCollum

710 Scurry v^ )2 6 3 -7 3 3 1

B E S T  H O M E Care has posi
tion for full time RN/LVN. Com
petitive pay and great working 
hours. Apply at 111 East 7th, 
Suite C . (432)263-3851.

i HERALD
Business Opportunity

A C K ER LY/ K N O T T
Do you live in Ackerty or Krwtt 
and work in Big Spring? Help 
pay your gasolirre bill by deliv- 
enng the Btg Spring Herald in 
AcKerly arxl/or KnotL

For more info call 
Duane M cCollum  

BIG SPRIN G HER ALD  
(432)263-7331

TH IS  N EW SP AP ER  is not re
sponsible for the specific con
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employrnent oppor
tunity with which you are unfa
miliar, please call the Natiorral 
Better. Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

B L A S T  M A S TE R S  has a posi
tion available for 
‘ Crew Technician 
Must have valid drivers license 
and pass drug test.
Come by 1711 Snyder Hwy., 
and pickup an application. 1 ^  
phone calls please.

C U S TO M E R  S E R V IC E  R EP 
Part Time

Approximately 20 hours 
Evenings

5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m 
&

Sunday Morning 
8:00 a.m. -12:00 noon.

Apply in person.
See Duane McCollum 

710 Scurry
No Phone Calls Please!

ALM O N D  JOY/FRITOS/M ARS
Vending Route with 
prirfM locations.
Huge Profits. $11,195 
investment required. 
800-940-5277 Open 24/7.

W A N TE D : 2 9 .Serious people 
to work from home using a 
computer. Up to $1500-$5000 
PT/FT Full Training, 
www.futuresteps 123.com 
888-600-9794.

Cemetery Lots
B E  Y O U R  Own Boss! 
60 Vending Machines/ 
Excellent Locations!
All for $9,995.00 
(800)440-7761

C E M E TE R Y  L O TS  for sale. 
Garden of Galilee, Trinity Me- 
rrrorial, Lot 46, Spaces 1 & 2. 
Call (817)244-3495.

C A ITH N E S S  O P E R A TIN G  
C O M P A N Y - has an immediate 
opening for an O  & M Tech at 
our West Wind Power Texas 
Facility. Will train candidate 
who possess irxiustrial me
chanical or electrical experi
ence. Must routinely climb wind 
turbines in excess of 200 feet. 
Please send resumes to Caith
ness Operating Company, Attn: 
Human Resources, P.O. Box 
1690, Inyokem. C A  93527, or 
fax to 760-764-1318, or e-mail 
to:

djacksonO 
caithnessenergy.com 

Resurrtes must be received by 
January 31, 2006 to be consid
ered.

!H E R A L D

E X C E C U n V E  L E V E L
INCOM E!

No Selling. No Travel. 
Lucrative Route $12,950 
Investment for Accounts, 
Inventory, Full Trainirrg. 

800-373-5470

Garage Sales
M OVING S A LE , 1203 Pennsyl-' 
vania. Saturday, 8:00a.m.-? 
One Day Only! Everything 
Must Go! Lots of toys. 20 years 
worth of miscellaneous stuff. 
No Early Birds Please!

M ID W ESTER N  SER VICES, 
Inc.

Tank Cleaners needed. In & 
out of state travel & work 60+ 
hrs. per week. Transportation 
to and from job site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a week' per diem. 
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100% 
drug free. EO E. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. 221, Snyder, 
Texas.

Would you like to sperrd a 
month in Brazil, all expenses 
paid? Time is running out to 
form a team for the May 1-20 
Rotary Group Study Exchange 
with Brazil. We need three 
more team members from 
Howard County.

Since its formation in 1967, 
the Group Study Exchange 
program has involved more 
than 11,000 teams and 50,000 
team members. It is one of the 
best programs Rotary has to 
provide professional develop
ment, interrrational understand
ing, and cross-cultural friend
ships.

The ideal carxlidate is a 
young professional between 25 
and 40 and must not have a 
family relationship with a Rotar- 
ian. You need not speak Portu
guese or Spanish, although it 
would be helpful to have the 
skills. Coiitact any Rotarian, or 
call Jerry Worthy at 
(432)267-8094.

D O R A  R O B E R TS  Rehabilita
tion Center has an immediate 
opening for the position of Of
fice Manager. A  successful ap
plicant will have a minimum of 
5 years experience in general 
accounting procedures includ
ing payroll, gerreral ledger, ac
counts payable and accounts 
receivable management. A  
minimum of 5 years experience 
supervising outpatient health
care billing arxl collections is 
required. W e are lookmg for a 
special person who is techni
cally competent, extremely de- 
perxlable, very caring towards 
the public and highly dedicated 
to our special mission of s e tv -. 
ing the people of Howard and 
surrourK|ing counties. Other 
basic skills required include 
knowledge of computer system 
maintenance. Word aq(i Excel. 
Minimum of Associates Degree 
level of education is preferred. 
Salary: commensurate with 
education and experience. 
Please mail or bring resume to 
306 W . 3rd Street, Big Spring, 
TX  79720 or Fax to 
432-287-3809.

IF Y O U  enjoy a teamwork ap
proach to nursing & have a 
passion to ensure high quality 
care to the elderly, we want to 
meet you!
Parkview Nursing & Rehabilita
tion. Now Hiring for Charge, 
Nurse Position. Please apply in 
person at 3200 Parkway.

M A IN TE N A N C E  P O SITIO N  
A V A IL A B L E

The Colorado River Municipal 
Water District has an opening 
for a Maintenance Worker for 
the Lake Thomas area. A  C D L 
license arxl mechanical experi
ence are helpful District bene
fits include paid vacation and 
holidays, sick leave, retirement 
plan, and group insurance. The 
District is an equal opportunity 
employer.
Ap^ications are required to be 
considered for employment 
and are available at the Dis
trict's office, 400 East 24th 
Street, Big Spring, Texas.

D RIVERS B E  H O M E D AILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LP G  Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growirrg team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experierx». 
Call Ja y  at 888-527-7221.

M A R TIN  C O . Hospital Home 
Health is looking for a full-time 
RN and a PRN to join their en
ergetic staff. Must be willing to 
travel to surrounding areas. Bi
lingual preferred and salary 
D O E. Interested parlies may 
call Allison O  (432)756-3259 
or fax resume to 
(432)756-4510.

P A R T-TIM E  JA N ITO R IA L
Work, 24 to 28 Hours. Call 
(432)267-6027.

N E E D  R E C E P TIO N IS T with 
gerreral office duties. Full time, 
benefits. CaH (432)354-2569 
for appointment.

A U T O  PARTS

JbfCZQsaii
Since 1947

• 14 Acres o< dUm antM  vWmcIm
• 20.000 tq n. ol WarohouM storage 

" -------- ---------------------------- -  aMy aut• Specialize in iate modal quaMy auto

f • o iV nestii. oerts tor .ars. 
i.t j . 'Tki. !■ r<4 a n ) spe-lr

$iJf. 'Xiir> iisr9t.s..|2 iiio.SAf 

' ■ f • i ':>  !6» .'f >

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day
C a ll 263-7331 to p la ce  y o u r  ad  tod ay !!

CARPET COMPUTER COMPUTER COMPUTER CONCRETE CONCRETE

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

Management 
Draw Plans & 

Estimates
K«nny Thompson

270-0548

n » Specialist
Matthew Grayson

All your com puter 
needs, comm ercial - 
residential - on site. 
15 Yrm. Experience

263-3885
267-8997

CQ's Computer Service

2003Johnsn 
Big Spring, Texas 79720
HI: 143212S44SM

M d i l N ' s e i a p i i i n
H ow  Located 

1 5 09  W . 4 th
•Discount C o m p u te rs , 
•Cybernet All In One 

Distributer
•Custom Built For Yo u r Needs 

•Laptops/Repair &  Servioa 
O n All M ajor Brands 

•Upgraded/Parts & Supplias

For Info Call
B17-021B or B17-021B

S T U C C O  
D R IV EW A YS 
SID EW ALK S 

B LO C K  F E N C E S

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(4 3 2 ) 4 6 B 4 )S 7 3  
(4 3 2 ) 8 ie -6 B 6 1

mSglParsdsi 
Big Sgring,TX 79720

J. T. Builders
Remodeling •  Drywall 

Ceramic T ile • Electrical 
Plum bing  *  Roofing 

Brick 4k Concrete Work 
Driveways •  Sidewalks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks

JOHNNY TAUUNANTEZ 
1432) 2t»«ta2 cai

l.TX. 79720

D I R T  W O R K FENCES FENCE^ FENCES HOME I M P R O V E M E N T  H  HOME IM P R O V E M E N T

DECKETS FAM SVFFLY 
6 NVIISEIIY
W e do Dirt 

Work,
Bnish Hog, I 

Backhue,
Bulldozing,

Small G rubbing Jobs 
and W ill C lear Lots.

Quality Fence Co.
J im m y  M a r q u « z -O w n «r

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood&
Chainlink

Free Estimates
4 3 2 -2 7 0 -7 8 0 9

Pipe Fencing - WVi Fencing ■ Fencing 
Wstdng ■ Dozer Wo4i 

Buy and SeS Pipe

SANTIAGO ACEVEDO
Loraine, Texas

e iB :l2 S / M 2 -ltn
■8BW:m/ll7-lll1
tr itm n n -w m

B &  M  Fence Co.
COMMERCWL • RESWENTUL 
GET OUn PnrE t COMPARE 

A  FREEESTSMTES 
■ i  ROBERTMARQUEZ
“  a u - i « i s  • 
—  1 aaa ■aa-iaaa

t080 Ummb Mvfe • 9

DOORS/
GARAG E

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM

40BE. 3RO 267-6811

AFFORDABLE HOM E  
M A IN TEN A N C E

•Renovation
•Repairs

•Maintenance

Van
Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO JOB IS TOO SMALU

H O M E I M P R O V E M E N T  HOME I M P R O V E M E N T ®  HOME IMPROVEMENT LAWN SERVICE PEST CONTROL RENTALS

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing, 

M inor Electrical

Garage door repair. 
Appliances Installed

8 1 6 -3 0 3 0

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • 

Room Additions 
Dry Wall Hanging AFinlshing 
Ceramic Tile • Installation & 

Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any 

Room In Your Home.

tteDsltA lU
Residential & Commercial 

Ceramic Tllet. Cablneta, Drywall. 
Textures, Plumbing. Electrical 

AC.RooTs, New AddHIons 
a  Lawn Service

MOWING’ ALLEYS 
HAULING’ TILLING 
TREE TRIMMING 
STUMP REMOVAL

C A LL

432-267-5460
CELL

B1&6150

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL
Since 1984 

432-263-B514

2008 Bird weU Lane 
Max F . Moore '

www.awalpc.ooni
nmi@twalpc.coBi

VENTURA
COMPANY

Houses • Storages 
Commercial Buildings 
1 8 8 3 ,8 7 ,1 1  8 .1 1 *  PL 
For rent/sale ,

ROOFING ROOFING STORAGE TAX SERVICES TREE TRIMMING TREE TRIMMING

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofs, Room Additions, 
Ceramic TUe, Fences, 

Painting Insured A  Bonded 

Home Phone#

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar A Gravel. 
All type of repairs!. 
Work Guaranteed. 

Specializing In Hot Tar Roofs

Doctor of Repairs!

Big SprIag 4 SarroandlBg ArssB.
2 8 7 -1 1 1 0

Mmr Hne Unps ar 8m 8 
«t AmBAA Bb A mv 8 Aiff

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Ikftmd 

Rcftmd Unm Within 24 Nn.*

CALL
(4 3 2 ) 2 4 4 -4 1 3 4

3301 E. FM 700 263-0732

Tree Removal Spedallat. 
Mlnor/MnJor trim
m ing, stnmp  
rem oval, flo w e r  
beddeaned, I 
trlm m ad. P r lc ss  
negottnble.

|3S1|B7*«B17

L U P E ’ST R E E
TR IM M IN G

Mora than 80 yeara 
o f txpartenca. Stnmp 

grindm* available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and reMoval.

Biq Sp
Thursd

NEED w
C N C  T o  
computer 
Browne I 
City. Api 
7:3(M:30
NEEDED
Oliver w 
Truck. V) 
Can (432; 
1807 N. r 
bon.

P A R K V K
habilitatio 
position. 
Please a| 
ing & 
Parkway.
P A R T-TB
or LVN I
growing 
Will train 
advancer 
do P.O. 
Spring, T

W E 8 TS I
(2) F 
(432)263 
matkxi. 
GED/Din

HO  SP
$6500, 
$500 to 
with fro 
ments - 
vator, fT 
blade, b 
disc, 3 
(432)

EXPERI
exceller
caregivi
or infir
nights
(432)21

L o s t  f
(male). 
Last se 
Call (43

FREE I
it youn 
up beh 
aid's of

Na

Ad

Cit

S U

Tel

B
C<
E>
Sl<

http://www.bigspringherieild.com
http://www.bbb.org
http://www.futuresteps
http://www.awalpc.ooni
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Help Wanted
N E E D  W E LD E R S  and also 
C N C  Torch Operator, some 
computer experience prefened. 
Browne Brothers in Colorado 
City. Apply In person Mon-Fri. 
7:30-4:30. Salary D O E.

N E E D E D  C L A t e  A  pr B d O L  
Driver will be driving Pole 
Truck. WW train for position. 
Call (432)267-6006 or come by 
1807 N. FM 700 for an applica
tion.

P AR K VIEW  N UR SIN G
hiri>ilitation Now Hiring for C N A  
position. 2pm-10pm Shift. 
Please apply at Parkview Nurs
ing & Rehabilitation, 3200 
Parkway.

P A R T-TIM E  or F U L L -TIM E  RN
or LVN position available with ' 
growing home health agency. 
Will train. Great opportunity fw 
advancement. Seiid resume: 
do P .O. Box 1431/136, Big 
Spring. T X  79721-1431.

W A ITR E S S E S  N EED ED
Also Dishwasher 

Split Shift 
Must be 16 

Monday-Saturday 
Apply in person,
Red Mesa Grill 

2401 Gregg

W E 8 TS ID E  D A Y  Care needs 
(2) F T  Workers. Call 
(4^)263-7841 for more infor
mation. Must be 18 yrs, 
GED/Dimploma, 1 year D C ex
perience, Child Development a 
plus.

Rcnl Estate 1oi Rent H  Real Estate for  Rent T o m o r r o w ' s  H o r o s c o p e

Knollwood Heights 
. Apaitm^ts

1900 Msrtia LsUwr IQag Blvd. 

(432) 2 6 4 - im

Brand Nett 
1 ,2  &  3 Bdr. A pte 

$385 -  $520 monddy 
New Appliances A  Full Size 

Washer A  Dryer in Apartments
On Site Maintenance

•  Swinuning Pool
• PilneMRaain
• 2 Pbygrounds

HUDAcoftfd
^  I

Instructional
PIAN O  A  V O IC E

LES S O N S
Beginners through Advance. 

Years of teaching experience. 
2607 Rebecca.

Call (432)263-3367

Items for Sale
HO  S P O R TS T E R  M/C 2003 
$6500, 2 Canoes and trailer 
$500 for each, 20 HP Tractor 
with front loader $5000 Imple
ments -  JD  single seeder, culti
vator, mold board plow, grader 
blade, box blade, heavy duty 5' 
disc, 3- bladed plow. Call 
(432)466-0485.

Jobs Wanted
E X P E R IE N C ED  S ITTE R  with 
excellent references desires 
caregiving position with elderly 
or infirmed. Willing to work 
nights and weekends. Call 
(432)213-5953.

Lost and Found
L o s t  6 year old Heeler mixed 
(male), wearing a purple collar. 
Last seen in the Luther area. 
Call (432)213-5259.

Miscellaneous
F R E E  P A L L E T S . Good for do 
it yourself wood projects. Pick 
up behind the Big Spring Her
ald’s office at 710 Scurry.

Real Estate for Rent
4219 H A M ILTO N . 3 bedroom. 
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841 
or 517-0642.

104 W E S T  i W h . B e t v ^  
Main & Scurry. 1 Bedroom, 1 
bath, carport. $250. rrKxith, 
$200. defxrsit. Call Pierce 
Group at (432)264-6611.
1200 B LA C K M O N . 2 Bed
room, 1 bath, $300. month, 
$150. deposit. 1807 Y O U N G  
Brick, 2/1, CH/A, carport. $365. 
rrranth, $150. deposit. 
(432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1407 1/2 S E T T L E S . ClearThra 
bedroom, one bath, stove & re
frigerator furnished, fenced 
yard- $225. Month, $150. de
posit. Call (432)267-1543.

1505 TU S C O N . Four bedroom, 
two bath, CH/A. $600.00 
Month, $400.00 deposit. Call 
(432)270-3848.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool, 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re
frigerator, . dishwasher, fur
nished. Washer/ dryer connec
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom .

3912 Parkway, 3 bedroom, 1 
bath. New CH/A. Remodeled. 
Double carport and storage. 
Large fenced yanJ. $400.00 
month,' $250.00 deposit. Call 
(432)263-0122.

602 1/2 G E O R G E - Close to 
College. 1 Bedroom House. 
Stove & refrigerator, carport, 
CH/A. $350.00 month plus de
posit. No pets. No HUD. Call 
(432)267-2296.

712 G O LIA D . 2 or 3 Bedroom. 
Stove and refrigerater fur
nished. Washer & dryer con
nections, CH/A. $500. month. 
$275. deposit. No HUD. Call 
(432)267-2296.

802 1/2 Noiarv l  bedroom. 
$400.00 All Bills. 2528 Fairchild 
2 or 3 bedroom. $350/$450.t  
3/e. Trailer- 5600 South Service 
Road. Call (432)264-9907.

900 S C U R R Y  vary dean/ quite 
apartment. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath, 
CH/A, washer/ dryer connec
tion. Appliances furnished/ cov
ered parking. $385. month, 
$250. deposit. No HUD. 
(432)213-2681.

914 E A S T  6TH . 2 Bedroom 1 
bath. No Pets. Call 
(432)267-3841 or 517-0642.

B UILD IN G  for L E A S E  for~retaii 
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600. 
month -Kleposit. Call W E S TE X  
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.
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FO R  L E A S E  151$ Hwy. 350. 
BuNdirtg with overhead door. 
On one acre of fancad land. 
$360. Month, $350. depoett. 
Call (432)263-5000.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS
1 Bedroom -  $400. month 

$200. depoett.
All Bills Paid 
403 East 8th 

Call (432)267-2771

M IDW AY A R E A . Tw o bedroom 
mobile home, water & gas 
paid, $375. month. Big Spring, 
Three bedroom, 1 bath. $350. 
month. Deposit & References 
required. (432)267-5952.

S U N S E T  RIDG E A P T.
. Cable T V  Freel 

Playground 
No Water Bill 

Paragon Security 
24 Hour Laundry 

On-Stte Mgr. & Maint 
Family Friendly 

2 B R $ 2 8 5  
1 BR $185 

Call Rhonda 
(432)263-2292

H o u d a y

M a t h is

Real Estate for Sale
2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Marla (432)263-3461.

*i»lAST!
20 A C R E S  on Hwy 176. Set 
up for Mobile Home. 43K, 
$4,000.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly O  7.4% for 
29 years. No Credit Check. 
(817)312-6322.

3 BED R O O M , 2 bath. 2 living 
areas on 4 acres. 2 Water 
wells, asking $70,000.00. 3310 
Gail Hwy. Call (432)816-8970.

4109 DIXON. ^2, f S i i^  
air/gas heat, storm windows, 
large back yard with steel 
fence, work/storage bldg. Much 
more. $39,000.00. Call 
1-979-324-2072 or 267-3074.

"A S  IS” 609 Holbert. $285.00 
per month for 180 months. Call 
1-800-804-7110.

B R E C K  M O B ILE Home 2 bed- 
room, 2 bath to be moved. Lo
cated 3 miles South of Lake 
Thomas. Needs work $500 ne- 
ootiaMe. Sold as is where is.

(432)268-3802 or 
27TM820.

B Y  O W N ER  1906 Morrison. 4 
Bedroom, 2 bath, dining room, 
CH/A, utility room, storage 
building, tile brick fence, circle 
drive. $70,000.00. Call 
(432)466-2066.

n X E R -U P P E R  B AR G AIN S-
1 Bedroom $2000., 4 bedroom,
2 bath $7000., 2 bedroom, 2 
story $3000., 2 bedroom with 
$5000. fence all ‘ around, 
$3000.. Call (432)264-0510.

O W N ER  FIN A N C E 1804 Main. 
Two bedroom, one bath. 
$18,900. Easy Terms. Call 
(325)893-1973.

O W N ER  H N A N C E  2005 Run- 
nels. Three bedroom, two bath. 
$27,300. Easy Terms. Call 
(325)893-1973.'

B Y  H O U D A Y  M A TH IS
The Sagittarius moon 

inspires a restlessness 
that could cut tM '̂ work
day short (or 
make the
lunch hour 
l o n g . )
Cwiversations 
that would 
normally fall 
into the
“brief and 
breezy” cate
gory could 
get long and
i n v o l v e d ______________ .
because peo- 
pie are using communica
tion as a form of escape. 
Learning about others is 
more interesting than the 
tasks at hand.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . Elestruction is part of 
growth. So, when the 
plate cracks, the page rips 
and clutter falls on the 
floor, it’s just part of the 
process. However, you 
don’t have to break every
thing to. make something 
better of yourself.

TAURUS (AprU 20-May
20) . You’ll be contributing 
to conversations that 
started long before you 
were bom. Anything you 
contribute is valuable — 
as lonjg as it’s not boring. 
Declare death to “boring.”

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . You still don’t have 
the answer to your prob
lem, but you’re closer. 
Closer counts. Keep mak
ing those phone calls and 
asking for what you need. 
You’ll get there.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . Sometimes you do 
things and are disappoint
ed. Not today. The only 
thing you could possibly 
be disappointed about is 
what you don’t do. Go

Free, » .
325-650-5900.

Vehicles

SmvrmI Nmw 200S 
Fordm, Lincolnm,

I NImmmnm Avmllmbim 
\ A t Hugm Smvingm
Bob Brock Ford
.■>(10 W , n h  2( iT -7 12 I

B A K C E L O r S A  A P A K T Iv iE rN T S
Choosa Your Ow n M onthly Rant Options

Such As ALL « f U S  PAtD |
MOVE IN SPECIAL * APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 

538Westovcr 265-1252

Just Announced:
N e w  KhcentSves!

0 5 & 0 6
P o f d s - U n c o h f - M e f C M r y - M i s « a n «

Eum pla  Of New iNcantlves:

06 Escapes
• A ll M odels •

Customer 
Cash - $2,000

Ford Credit 
Bonus • $500

Brock
Discount - $1,200 

T i M

0 ’ '* APR - 36 Mos. 

2 .9 ^ *  APR - 48 Mo8. 

4 .9 ^  APR - 60 Mos. 

6 . 9 ’  ̂ APR • 72 Mos.

Bob Brock Ford-Lincoln-M ercury
.*>011 w  i ( I l  SI  j i > :  7 \i I

through your mental list, 
and ask yourself what you 
are missing.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Politics are painfully 
obvious. You’ll notice that 
people around you fall 
into two categories: the 
suck ups who constantly 
yank die chain of com
mand and those who sup
port their fellows regard
less of rank. '

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). The new infoimatlon 
that floats your way 
through friends, media 
and “the ether” is rather 
eye opening! Knowing 
that struggling and suffer
ing are optional, what do . 
you choose?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
The things you do for 
love. It’s really quite 
remarkable. You’d rather 
be a fool with friends and 
sweethearts around you 
than the stoic in the cor
ner having no fun at all.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). No matter how hard 
you try, you will not be 
able to read the mind of 
that mysterious loved 
one: So, you may as well 
go forward with however 
you are feeling. Doubt is 
uncomfortable, but cer
tainty is ludicruous.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). The one you love 
and the one who loves you 
is the same person. Wow. 
That’s the kind of miracle 
that ought not to be taken 
for granted. Thank your 
lucky stars.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). You’ll alternate 
between fitting in and not 
fitting in, and both g£g> 
wonderful. Your real tal
ent lies in leading others 
to help you produce — 
Taurus and Aquarius peo

ple are the most industri
ous.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). Your wheeling 
and dealing goes well. 
Finance teaches you 
about how you really 
think! The exchange of 
money , is simply an 
exchange of energy, but 
it’s your feelings about it 
that give it real power.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You’re able to fix 
something that has been. 
broken for a very long , ' 
time. Such a break-' 
through is so exciting ' 
that you may be motivat- i 
ed to handle 10 related; 
problems by the week’s.̂  
end.

CELEBRITY PROFILES::
A musically motivated - 
Aquarian, Phil Collins: 
has garnered both: 
Grammys and an Oscar 7 
throughout his triple-.' 
decade career. Aquarians ̂  
thrive on being unconven-, 
tional, which explains 
how an artist like Collins 
is just as comfortable- 
behind a drum kit as he is 
at the front of the stages 
with a microphone in 
hand. An eventual 
reunion with his old 
band-mates of (Genesis is 
inevitable.

If you would like to. 
write to Holiday Mathis,, 
please go to www.cre- 
ators.com and click on 
“Write the Author” on the’ 
Holiday Mathis page, or s 
you may send her a post
card in the mail. To find' 
out more about Holiday 
Mathis and read her past 
columns, visit the

-0):^tors Syndicate- Web___
l)age at www.creators 
.com.

® 2006 CREATORS SYN
DICATE, INC.

Real Estate for Sale
O W N ER  FIN AN C E. 19605 
North Hwy. 87 in Ackeriy, 2.64 
acres. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath 
w/bam. On 87 and 2230. 
$26,000.00, $3,000. Down. Toll

Annie’s Mailbox «

jB66-894-4591.

O W N ER  H N A N C E D  506 State 
2 bedroom, 1 bath, large 
kitchen. $1500 down, payment 
approx. $240/month for 12 yrs. 
Call (432)263-8005 or 
816-1330.
W E S TB R O O K  B R IC K  home 
on 2 lots. 3/2, large living with 
formal dining, newer carpet, 
50x24 workshop/ garage, stor
age building with metal privacy 
fence. Call (432)267-3074.

Dear Annie: I have a 
group of long-term 
friends, and we all are in 
our 3ds.On8 girl. “Hilda.” 
is extremely insecure and 
childish. When Hilda dis
agrees with someone, 
instead of discussing it 
face-to-face, she fires off 
an accusatory, often 
insulting, e-mail to the 
person. This seems to 
work well for her, since 
she can get her barbs off 
without having to look 
anyone in the eye.

After being the victim of 
several of Hilda’s hurtful 
missives, I started ignor
ing those e-mails. 
However, when I deleted 
two last week. Hilda went 
to our mutual friends, 
saying THEY should talk 
to me because I am “not 
communicating with 
her.”

Needless to say, our 
friends feel put upon, and 
all of us have discussed 
how Hilda drives us crazy 
and we no longer want to 
be friends with her. 
'Trying to talk about this 
with Hilda, in person, 
only produces more accu
sations and immature 
yelling, crying and bring
ing up events that hap
pened years ago.

What do you advise? — 
High School Was 20 Years 
Ago

Dear High School: This 
method works for Hilda, 
and until you stop putting 
up with such immature 
behavior, she will contin
ue. There’s nothing 
wrong with arguing via e- 
mail, but Hilda shouldn’t 
hide behind her computer 
while she insults you. 
Write her back.' saying, 
“Hilda, I would like to 
talk to you in person.” 
Then give her a time and 
date to meet you over cof
fee.

Inform her that the way 
she handles disagree
ments has made it impos
sible to resolve issues and 
you .think such things 
should be discussed in

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT 
Help S T O P  Sexual Assaults

C a l l  2 6 3 - 3 3 1 2
Rspe Crisis ServIces/BIg Spring

K a t h y  M i t c h e l l  

M a r c y  S u g a r

person without dragging 
your mutual friends into 
it. Be friendly but firm. If 
she cries, yells or other
wise becomes uhpleasant, 
say goodbye politely and 
leave.

Dear Annie: Now that 
the holidays are over, I 
had to write about the 
worst case of re-gifting 
ever. A friend of mine 
gave me a piece of crystal. 
She confessed that she 
was re-gifting and said I 
should feel free to give it 
to someone else. The box 
had her name written on 
it in ink. Worse, the card 
she gave me was blank. 
She said I should re-gift 
that, too.

Sure gave me a warm 
and fuzzy feeling about 
our friendship. I wish she 
hadn’t bothered. — 
Disappointed in
Torrance, Calif.

Dear Torrance: Tacky, 
but at least she was hon
est. And better than try
ing to return it, only to 
discover that it was a free 
gift from the bank for 
opening a new checking 
account.

Annie’s Mailbox is writ
ten by Kathy Mitchell and 
Marcy Sugar, longtime 
editors o f the Ann Landers 
column. Please e-mail your 
questions to anniesmail- 
box@comcast.net, or write 
to: Annie’s Mailbox,^ P.O.v 
Box 118190, Chicago, IL  
60611. To find out more 
about Annie’s Mailbox, 
and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at www.creators.com.

© 2006 CREATORS SYN
DICATE, INC.
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INFUSED WITH
CONFIDENCE
After a strong ’05, Ford 

teams believe they can 

drive the new Fusion 

to the championship
By David  Poole 
Knight Ridder Newspapers

Btma

1' t is probably difflcult for Jack Roush 
to v iew  things as such, but perhaps it 
was a blessing that none o f  his five 

Ford teams managed to win the 2005 
'"Nextel Cup championship.

Certainly Roush would have enjoyed hav
ing the champion in his em ploy for a third 
straight season, fo llow ing Matt Kenseth’ s 
2003 title and Kurt Busch’ s in 2004. But if  
he’ d com pleted a three-peat, surely Roush 
would be kxjking f o r w ^  to 2006 wondering 
what he could possibly do for an encore?

A t least with Tony Stewart edging both 
Greg B iffle  and Carl Edwards by the saipe 35- 
point margin, the Rixish teams have some
thing higher to shrxM for after all five  o f  them 
made last year’ s Chase for the Nextel Cup.

But doing that once was fairly miraculous 
to start with, let alone matching it in 2006.

“ 1 doubt whether w e ’ ll have fiv e  cars in the 
Chase this year," said 
B iffle , whose dramatic 
victory over teammate 
Mark Martin in the finale 
at Homestead gave him a 
circuit-best six victories 
on the season and gave 
Roush its 15th victory as 
a teani.

"That was pretty extra
ordinary last year.”  B iffle  
said. "1 hope everybody 

runs that w ell again, but cxlds are that one o f  
us may have some trouble along the way.”  

Roush’ s teams, along with those fielded by 
Robert Yates Racing and the W txxl Bros., 
have a new model to compete with this sea
son.

Ford has parked the Taurus in favor o f  the 
Fusion, and predictably the early reviews are 
favorable from  the teams that w ill be using 
them. '

“The Fusion, I think, is going to be a lot 
better car for us,”  B iffle  said. “ (But) w e ’ re .still 
just in the preliminary aspects o f  figuring it 
out and we had pretty much optim ized the 
Taurus.”

Elliott Sadler, who made the Chase in its 
inaugural year in 2004 but missed it last year 
in his N o. 38 Yates-owned Ferds, said what 
he hopes fans notice about his Fusions this 
year is where they’ re running.

“ I hope they see more o f  us running up 
front, that’ s what 1 hope to see,”  said Sadler, 
who went winless last season. "Th e Fusion 
has a slicker Icxik. ... When you walk up to it 
it’ s Just a neat-looking vehicle, so 1 hope that 
they’ ll see the Fusion as a .spiortier car, and if  
w e run up front more, they’ ll definitely get to 
see It more.”

"  Sadler and Jarrett aren't depending only on 
the new car to help them improve over 2()05, 
when Sadler finished 13th in the standings and 
Jarrett wound up 15th despite getung the 
Yates teams’ only win at Talladega in the fall.

Both have new crew chiefs, with Tommy 
Baldwin working with Sadler and Richard 
“ Slugger”  Labbe leading Jarrett’ s No. 88 
team,

"W e 'v e  improved our team immensely in a 
lot o f  areas." Jarrett said. “ W e  have a better 
prrxluct with the Ford Fusion. W e  have a bet
ter engineering staff than w e 'v e  ever had at 
Robert Yates Racing, and w e have tw o very

Ford driver Dale Jarrett gets ready for a testing session at Daytona International
AU TO STO CK

Speedway.
hungry crew chiefs that have come in to take 
over and lead this group. So I would say that 
the potential is there for both teams to be in 
the top 10 and make the Chase, it’ s just a mat
ter o f  us going out and making that happen 
now.”

Things aien’ t com pletely the same at 
Roash, either. The team has a significantly 
different driver lineup than it expected it 
would be preparing for 2006.

First o f  all, Mark Martin is still in that line
up. Martin began 2005 with every intention o f  
making it his final full-time Cup season. But 
circumstances intervened and Roush needed 
Martin to remain in the No. 6 Fords for one 
more year. Martin finished fourth in the stand
ings in 2(X)5 and said he’ d be thrilled i f  his 
performance this'year could match a season in 
which he won the Nextel All-Star Challenge 
and a points race at Kansas while making the 
Chase and piling up 19 top-10 finishes.

The other new face at Roush is Jamie 
McMurray. A fter winning at Charlotte in 
(Detober 2002 while subbing for an injured 
Sterling Marlin, McMurray went tJiree full 
seasons with Chip Ganassi Racing without a 
victory. He comes into 2(X)6 with a 112-race 
winless streak and takes over in cars Busch 
drove last year before bolting to Penske 
Racing South's D ixlges for 2006.

"A l l  o f  my teammates won races last year, 
and the car that I ’ m in won races last year,”  
said McMurray, whose Fords will run the No. 
26 instead o f  the No. 97 Busch used. “ So I ’ ve 
thought about that a lot. I thought, ‘What if 
you go  halfway through the season and 
you don ’ t win a race or you go  all 
year and don ’ t w in?’ But I ’ ve 
thought that for the last tJiree 
years, so it’ s not really any 
different.

“ 1 think mentally 
you ’ re a lot more 
positive because

you know that the cars you ’ re in are capable 
o f  winning because that’ s their'record.... 
Racing, regardless o f  what people say, is a 
mental sport. I f  you believe you can win. i f  
you ’ re in a car that can win, you more than 
likely w ill. I f  you have a negative attitude, 
typically you don’ t get very good results.”

Kenseth is back in the No. 17 Fords after 
rallying late in the summer to make the Chase 
last year; And Edwards, the breakout star o f  
the 2 (X )5^ason  who won four Cup races in 
his first f i j l  sea.son, w ill be ranked by many, 
along w ith B iffle, Stewart and Jimmie 
Johnson among the favorites to win this year’ s 
title.

Ricky Rudd is out o f  the WoixJ Brothers’ 
No. 21 Fords after stepping away from  fu ll
time Cup competition fo llow ing the 2005 sea
son. but remarkably the team actually has a 
slightly older driver in that ride this year.

Ken Schrader. 51, brings crew ch ie f David 
Hyder with him from B A M  Racing to replace 
Michael MeSwain. MeSwain m oved up to a 
team manager’s position from which he’ ll 
oversee the W ixxls ’ transition into a new part
nership with ST  Motorsports that’ s aimed at 
eventually m oving them into the multicar 
team ranks.

Kevin Lepage w ill also drive Fords in 
2(K)6, the No. 61 cars owned by Jeff Stec.

. THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
Which of N A S C A R ’s Ford drivers 

do you think will be on top at the end 
of the Nextel Cup season?

Cast your vote at! www.thatsracin.com

L A S T  W E E K 'S  Q U E S TIO N
Th e  Chevrolet teams are looking to lead 
the way again in N A S C A R  Nextel Cup 

racing. Which of the Chevy teams do you 
think will stand out in 2006? 

Num ber o f  votes: 7,172

T e a m N o o l vo tes P e rc e n t 1

Hendrick Motorsporis 3 ,3 5 3 4 7 %

1.774 '  *. 2S%
Joe Gibbs Racing 9 0 3 1 3%

HchiMl CSNHm s  Raefeig '"9%
M82 Motorsports 331 4 %

.• a .^ i7 e  .

S T O P  N '  GO

A U T O t T O C K

Carl Edwards, left, and Brad Parrott won five 
races in the Busch Series last season.

Roush Racing, 
Brad Parrott part ways

Brad Parrott, who led N A S C A R  Busch , 
Series rookie Carl Edwards to five  wins and a 
third-place finish in points last season, has 
been released by Roush Racing, the Charlotte 
(N .C .) Observer has learned.

PaiTott did not travel with the N o. 60 Busch 
team last Friday morning for its scheduled test 
at Daytona International Speedway, several 
team offic ia ls  confirmed.

Bob Osborne, Edwards’ crew  ch ie f in the 
Nextel Cup Series, is in Daytona currently 
working with the Busch team.

A  permanent replacement for Parrott is 
expected to be named within the next day or 
so, sources said.

One possibility is  Pierre Kuettel, currently 
the car ch ie f for Edwards’ N o. 99 Cup team. 
Kuettel is also in D aytora on Friday for the 
test, team offic ia ls  said.

Parrott, 38, has worked for a variety o f  
teams, including other Roush and Robert 
Yates Racing operations. In 2U04 Parrott 
assumed the role as crew  ch ie f for Roush’ s 
N o. 60 driven tlien by G reg  B iffle . Last sea
son, Edwards took over the driving duues with 
the team.

Edwards is one o f  several Cup drivers plan
ning to run com plete Nextel Cup and Busch 
series schedules in 2006.

— Jim Utter

ChampCar’s Paul Tracy 
to race five Busch 

races
ChampCar Series star Paul Tracy, w ho has 

flirted with stock-car racing for the past sever'- 
al sea.sons, has a deal to 
run in five  N A S C A R  
Busch Series race this 
year.

Tracy is scheduled to 
drive the N o. 34 Chevrolet 
for Frank C icci Racing 
with Jim K e lly  in the sea
son’ s first Busch race at 
Daytona on Feb. 18. H e ’ ll 
also enter at M ex ico  C ity on 
March 5, Las Vegas on 
March 11, Indianapolis Raceway Park on 
Aug. 5 and California on Sept. 2.

“ I ’ m very excited about m y first opportuni
ty to race in N A S C A R ,”  .said Tracy, w ho has 
won a Champ Car Series race at the M ex ico  
C ity track.

Tracy tested in a car owned by Richard 
Childress last year at M ichigan International 
Speedway.

— David Poole

Tracy

Toyota’s entry into NASCAR raises the level of competition
Here ’ s what the attitude 

o f  compietitors, ow n
ers and fans should be 

to the recent announce
ment that Toyota  w ill race 
in the Nextel Cup and 
Busch series beginning in 
2007: Bring it.

Even before particulars 
o f  T oyo ta ’ s plans were 
revealed M onday at 
N A S C A R ’ s re.search and 
developm ent center in 
Concofd, N .C ., fans on some o f  the 
sport’ s message boards were swearing 
they’ ll never watch anotlier face once 
“ foreign”  cars are a llowed in.

W h a f’
There was a time when most people 

never saw, touched, ate or wore any
thing produced more than 20 miles 
from home. But that was six genera- 
uons ago, g ive  or take a round o f  
"begats.”  'n K re  are places like that
today, but you go  there by a yak-drawn

cart.
The term "global econo

m y”  isn’ t ju.st something 
made up for poliucal cani- 
paigns. It’ s the reality in 
which we live our lives.

Dodge is an American 
automobile nameplate, but 
its parent company is a citi
zen o f  the world. Chrysler 
was taken ove;r by Daimler- 
Benz, a German com pany,; 
in 1998. The new 

D aim leiChiysler’ s headquarters is in 
Detroit, but its W eb  site lists divisions 
in more than tw o dozen countries and 
regions around the globe.

N A S C A R  has lived through a simi
lar transition. Brilliant people used to 
build some dam fine race cars under 
shade trees o r in grease-puddled 
garages with on ly a couple o f  buddies 
hanging around to hand them a wrench 
or hold a light.

But the buses carrying more than

200 motorsports media arouiKl Concord t 
this week won’ t be stopping at places 
like that. Today ’ s N A S C A R  shops get 
b igger and better every year, and car 
owners can’ t make money fast enough 
to spend on the latest gizm os and gad
gets to help them compete.

Car owners are traveling to Europe, , 
Japan and anywhere else they might 
find .something to buy or somebody to 
hire that might help their cars pick up a 
couple o f  tenths o f  a second. 'This is not 
an elective. \ \ '

There are those w h o ’ ll say that 
Toyota ’ s entry into N A S C A R ’ s top 
series w ill drive everybody’ s costs up, 
w ill upset the com petitive balatKe o f  
the sport o r  w ill generally cause the 
Earth to wobble o f f  its axis.

Assuredly, Toyota ’ s arrival marks a 
major change in the sport.

Even thM gh the car it w ill race, the 
Camry, h n  been the best-selling car in 
Am erica for eight o f  the past nine 
years, evgn though Camrys are assem

bled in a plant in Georgetown, K y.. and 
even though Toyota  employs around 
140,000 people in Am erica today, it’ s 
still a Japanese car company.

That’ s different for a sport that’ s as 
American as the flag, apple pie and 
crushing credit card delM.

Toyota w ill com e in with every 
intention o f  winning, and to do thfit it 
w ill go  after top teams, top drivers, top 
crew chiefs, top mechanics and top fab
ricators. Since com ing into the Truck 
Series it has h e l ^  m ove the cost nee
dle upward, .supplying all o f  its teams 
with their cars, engines and engineering 
support by fuiKtioning almost as one 
team.

In Nextel Cup, however, Toyota  w ill 
not directly sponsor any teams.

It w ill not centralize its Cup opera
tions, either. Instead, Toyota  team ow n
ers like B ill Davis and M ichael W altrip 
w ill build and ow n their ow n cars while 
getting support fhxn  the manufacturer 
the same w ay Ford, Chevrolet and
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D odge teams do now. Some teams w ill 
get more support than others frotn 
Toyota , too, just as is the case with the 
other manufacturers. .

Y es, teams now  in the sport may 
have to pay their key people m ore to 
keep them. Eventually, that labor ihar- 
ket w ill find its ow n equilibrium, and 
people w ho can’ t or w on ’ t play at that 
level w ill lose out. That’ s c a l l^  capital
ism.

Qn the track, Toyota  w ill d o  every
thing it can to g o  fast. It w ill work as \ 
hard as any o t lm  manufacturer does to ' 
find the lim its o f  the rules N A S C A R  
places on its cars and engines. It w ill 
tiy  to  assemble great teams o f  drivers, 
owners and crews with the goal o f  w in
ning eve iy  pole, every and every 
chiunpioriship. That’ s called con^reti- 
tion.

Am erica  used to be pretty good  at 
both o f  those things. Starting in 200'7, 
w e ’ ll get to see i f  N A S C A R ’ s teams 
still are.
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