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stamps postmarked

Postal Service.

By STEVE REAGAN

Q Letters with 37-cent

By federal law, stamp price
will see an increase Sunday

postal rates will increase by
5.4 percent effective Sunday.
While the increase will

prior to midnight Sunday effect costs across the board
will be honored by the

at the post office, the most
noticeable impact will be on
first-class mailing rates,
which will increase to 39
cents, officials say.

Staff Writer

Locally, the new stamps are
available in quantity, said

Hang onto those 37-cent
stamps — they will soon
become collector’s items.

Citing federal mandates,
U.S. Postal Service officials

Frank Garza, a supervisor at
the Big Spring Post Office. In
addition, Garza said the facil-
ity has plenty of 2-cent
stamps on hand to help cus-

recently announced that tomers augment existing

first class stamps.

Other postal rates will rise
accordingly, Garza said —
postcards will now cost 24
cents, while stamp cards will
cost 26 cents. Rates for other
services, such as- money
orders and priority mail, will
increase as well, he added.

First class bulk rates will
be 39 cents for the first
ounce, and 24 cents for each
additional ounce, Garza said.

The increase 'in stamp
prices is the first in more

See STAMPS, Page 3A

RSVP set
for Travel
Showcase

b .4
By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

For seniors and other
adults who love to travel,
the Big Spring Retired
Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram has a deal for you.

As it has for the past
decade, RSVP is offering
the Travel Showcase,
which offers moderately
priced tours to
area adults.

This year's
edition of the
Showcase will
be unveiled at

2 p.m. Jan. 12

at the Dora

Robérts

Jones Community

, Center on

Whipkey Drive, said

Nancy Jones, RSVP
director.

The event is the result
of a cooperative effort
between similar pro-
grams in Big Spring, San
Angelo and Abilene and
is spearheaded by Lena
Bilbrey, owner of Bilbrey
Tours of Abilene.

The cooperative effort
allows would-be travelers
to choose between a great
variety of tour options at
a reasonable prlce Jones
said.

“It is a way for our peo-
ple to travel in a safe and
healthy environment,”
Jones said. “They’re with
people their own age ...
and they come out it with
new friends.”

And it is not restricted
to Big Spring residents.
Jones said individuals
from Stanton, Colorado
City and other area com-
munities have participat-
ed in past tours.

Among the highlights
of this year’'s tour pack-
age are a cruise to
Hawaii in February, a

See TRAVEL, Page 3A

MHERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Bobby Roevor, chairman of the local American Heart Assoclltlon bocrd, right, watches a8  Thursday morning.
. Scenic Mountain Medical Center CEO George Parsley gives a $4,000 sponsorship check
to Angela Watson, corporate market director for the Permian Basin AHA. SMMC is the key

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Scenic Mountain
Medical Center CEO
George Parsley announ-
ced Thursday the local
hospital will be stepping
up in the fight against
heart disease and stroke,
serving as the presenting
sponsor for the American
Heart Association’s annu-
al Gala.

Parsley presented a
check for $4,000 to Angela
Watson, corporate market
director for the Permian
Basin AHA, and local
AHA board members

Gala coming

Scenic Mountain to boost
Heart Association effort again

' AT A GLANCE

What: American Heart
Association Gala.

i Where: Big Spring
Country Club.

When: 8pm Feb. 25.

Association, and thxs is
one of the projects that
we do annually here at
the hospital,” said
Parsley. “There is cer-
tainly a growing problem
with heart disease in the
community and in the
nation, and things we can
do to educate the public

sponsor for the AHA's annual Gala. Also pictured Is AHA board member Leigh Anne Sutton. American

about heart disease and

“We're certainly glad to the ways to prevent it are
participate with

the

Heart See GALA, Page 3A

Some officials contend sealed
border would hurt cotton industry

By BETSY BLANEY

Associated Press Writer

L3

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — West
Texas cotton ginner Larry
Nelson foresees a struggle to find
enough workers to process the
fluffy fiber if immigration
reform leads to shutting the bor-
der with Mexico.

“We couldn’t survive without
them,” Nelson said.

His sentiment echoed com-
ments made this week at a cotton
conference by U.S. Rep. Henry
Cuellar, D-San Antonio, who said
sealing the border and charging
the 11 million undocumented
people in the U.S. with felonies
would be “very dangerous” for
agriculture.

“For agriculture industry, hav-
ing workers is very, very impor-
tant,” Cuellar said after speaking
to hundreds of cotton producers
at the 2006 Beltwide Cotton

' “For agriculture
industry, having
workers is very,

' very important. If

 you make them

 felons, you have

Cuellar

|
| no workers.”
L

Conferences. “If you make them
felons, you have no workers.”

The House in mid-December
passed legislation that includes
measures such as enlisting mili-
tary and local law enforcement
help in stopping illegal entrants
and requiring employers to veri-
fy the legal status of workers. It
authorizes the building of a fence
along parts of the U.S.-Mexico
border.

The bill also upgrades the civil

offense of unlawful presence in
the United States to a felony.
Workers typically come to
Texas’ South Plains, the world’s
largest contiguous cotton patch,
after helping process cotton in
the southern part of the state,
which harvests the crop earlier,
Plains Cotton Growers
spokesman Shawn Wade said.

“There’s a certain segment that -

are doing it without documenta-
tion,” he said. “It’s the nature of
the beast. From an industry
standpoinf, there’s a need to
have that -pool of employees
available.” -

Texas, the nation’s largest cot-
ton-producing state, is on track
to harvest 8.1 million bales for
2005, breaking the record set in
2004. Ginning of the 2005 crop
continues.

While large machinery has
reduced the amount of hand
labor needed to harvest cotton,

the same is not true of other
crops, which would be more
severely affected by immigration
laws that would exclude undocu-
mented workers, Wade said.

“It’s not going to be near the
issue as in (harvesting) fruits
and vegetables,” he said.

The House legislation put off
consideration of a guest worker
program, which President Bush
and many in Congress say must
be part of a lasting solution to
illegal immigration. Other legis-
lators, Cuellar said, are eyeing a
formula that would be a “path-
way to earn citizenship.”

Senate Majority Leader Bill
Frist, R-Tenn., has said he will
bring up immigration legislation
in February and that it will pro-
vide a framework for guest
worker ideas.

Nelson said the Bracero

See WORKERS, Page 3A \
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Please call 263-7331. Office hours are 8
a.m. to 5§ p.m. Monday through Friday.
if you miss your paper, please call (432)
263-7338 before 7 p.m. weekdays and

noon Sunday.

CHiLi COOKOFF

Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie No.
3188 will hold its Fourth Annual Chili
Cook-off Saturday beginning at 8 a.m. at
the Eagles building, 703 West Third. Cost
is $10 per chili team, and $5 for people
entering the area to sample the chili, with
judging set for noon.

Proceeds from the tasting and entry
fees benefits the West Texas Centers for
MHMR Children In Need fund. The fund
helps purchase school supplies, clothing,
tuition for summer camps and helps meet
other financial needs of special children
who are receiving services from West
Texas Centers for MHMR.

For more information, call 263-6862.

\

PLATES POINT TO CROOK

NORFOLK, Neb. (AP) — Arlie
Bichimeier discovered his license plate
turned out to be an effective command.

Bichimeier's plate reads “FINDME,” and
thanks to it, authorities were able to locate
him about 90 minutes after they say he
tried to rob the Security National Bank
branch in Laurel. The suspect walked into
the bank about 9:30 a.m. Wednesday and
indicated his intention to rob it, the State
Patrol said. There was no weapon shown
and the suspect fled the bank without any
money. Witnesses described the sus-
pect's vehicle as a 1994 Black GMC pick-
up, with a personalized license plate,
“FINDME". Police did.

LEADERSHIP BIG SPRING

The Big Spring Area Chamber of
Commerce Leadership Big Spring pro-
gram will get under way next month with
the first class set to be held Thursday,
Feb. 9, at 8:30 a.m. in the chamber board
room. '

Leadership Big Spring is a nine-month
program, held every second Thursday of
the month, February through December
except for June and July. The program
takes participants on tours which-integrate
them with all aspects of Howard County
life: Industry, government, medical, agri-
culture, education and more.

Cost is $300. Deadline to sign up is Jan.
25. Call 263-7641 for more information.



o,

'f

B S R

Obituaries
Eula Jo (Jodie) Sartin

Eula Jo (Jodie) Sartin, 95, of Stanton
died Thursday, Jan. 5, 2006, at a Stanton
nursing home. Funeral services are 2
p.m. Monday, Jan. 9, 2006, at the
Gilbreath Funeral Home with the Rev.
Richard Stephens officiating. Interment
will follow at Evergreen Cemetery in
Stanton. Her body will lie in , state
Monday.

She was born April 19, 1910, in Mena,
Ark., and married William H. Sartin
Oct. 26, 1929, in Oklahoma City. She was a member of
the Assembly of God Church in El Paso where she
taught Sunday School and was past president of the
Woman's Missionary Council. She was employed with
Texas A Extension'Service, State Nutritional Services
for five years where she taught homemaking, nutri-
tion and sewing.

She is survived by her four children, Gwen Stephens
of Dallas, D’'Wayne Sartin of Camino, Calif., Carol
Johnson of Anniston, Ala., and Sharon Gerald of
Stanton; 10 grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; and
one great-great-grandchild. - - -

She was preceded in death by her husband, William
Henry and her son William Henry Jr. and one grand-
daughter, D’Anne Rae.

Contributions and donations in the memory of Eula
Jo (Jodie) Sartin may be made to Hospice of Midland,
911 W. Texas St., Midland 79701.

Arrangements are under the direction of Gilbreath

made at www.npwelch.com.

Lois Reed Ferguson

Lois Reed Ferguson, 88, of Big Spring died Thursday,
Jan. 5, 2006, in a local nursing home. Her services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Support groups

FRIDAY

» AA open discussion meeting from noon until 1
p.m. at 605 Settles. Open Big Book study meeting, 8
p.m. until 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous open discussion meeting,
615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m. Open podium/speakers
meeting 615 Settles 8 p.m. until 9 p.m. Open birthday
night, no smoking meeting the last Saturday of each
month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
s Alcohalics Ananymaus meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at15 Setties. 'om meetin 5 p*ﬂt"&ﬁéﬂ*ﬁ p. |ﬁ :

MoNDAY® - ¢ Y o B A g

* Encourager’'s Support Group meets the first and
third Monday each month. For more information, call
398-5522.

TUESDAY

e The Mn'*:_le Sclerosis Support Group meets at 6
p™ .uesday in the College Baptist Church
vellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane. Call Tracey at
263-4948 for more information.

THURSDAY

» Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;
women'’s meeting; 6:30 until 7:30 p.m. Non-smoking
closed discussion meeting, 8 p.m. until 9 p.m.

LocAL
Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a. m Thursday and 8 a.m.

today:

« ROSA MARIE JONES, 49 of 1305 State, was
arrested Thursday on.a charge of aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon.

« TOMMY GONZALES, 34, of 2306 S. Runnels, was
arrested Thursday on two Howard County warrants.

* POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA was
reported in the 2500 block of Ent.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1400
block of Tucson.

* ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 300 block
of Ninth Street.

e« ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported in the 2500 block of Ent.

« AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported in the 1100 block of Nolan.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« JIMMY WAYNE BLEDSOE, 52, was transferred
to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge
iof theft.

9 + LEONARDO TALAVERA JR., 46, was transferred
sto the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a charge

ilof theft.
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be 3

« KEVIN DUANE RUTLEDGE, 29, was arrested

it Thursday by the HCSO on charges of bondsman off

bond for two counts of theft by check and possession
“of marijuana - two ounces or less.

by the HCSO on a charge of possession of drug para-
phernalia.

« MICHAEL DEWAYNE GRIFFIN, 32, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Thursday by the BSPD on a
charge of failure to identify - giving false information.

« JUSTIN REX-KELL GARD, 19, was arrested
Thursday by DPS on a charge of driving while license
invalid.

« EMAD ABDEL KARAKAH, 40, was_arrested
Thursday by the HCSO on a charge of driving while
license suspended.

Fire/EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow-
ing activity:
* MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of North
Highway 87. One person was transported to SMMC.
« MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of Bell
One person was transported to SMMC.

\ 7 « MEDICAL was reported in the 400 block of East
"""~ Davis Road. Onie persoh was transported to SMMC.

Weather

Tonight...Clear. Lows in the lower 30s. Southwest
winds around 10 mph.

Saturday...Mostly sunny. Warmer. Highs in the mid
70s. Southwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Saturday night...Increasing clouds. Lows in the
upper 30s.

.Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s.

Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.

Monday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 20s.

Around Town

* RAILROAD MUSEUM at the corner of Second
Street and Main Street is open from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
every Saturday. Free admission. Call 432-559-3409 for
more information.

« POTTON HOUSE, 200 Gregg, a restored historic
home, is open from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. An admission fee, which includes
entry into Heritage Museum, is $2 for adults and $1 for

children and senior citizens.

* HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM IS COLLECTING
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which
will display memories of Big Spring over the years.

Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

« HERITAGE MUSEUM, 510 Scurry, is open from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and from 10
a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday. An admission fee, which
includes entry into the Potton House, is $2 for adults
and $1 for children.

* HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM is open from 9 a.m. to

6 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 10 a.m. until
2 p.m. Saturday.

note

teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda
amm at 263-7827.

ing appointments for 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and

Share your memories and your recipes. Contact the I * LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept-

third Wednesday of each month. Individuals seeking

« HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly!legal advice for matters concerning family law,
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit ® divorce, custody and child support issues, soclal secu-

Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor-
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

« ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

 THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week
to deliyer eight or 10 méals, you are needed. About 85
to 90 meals are pre , packaged and delivered to
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

* ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun-

*rity cases, employment and housing may contact the

¢ office to schedule an appointment. Criminal cases are
not accepted. Anyone recently served with legal docu-
ments should call the office immediately at 800-926-
5630 or 432-686-0647.

« CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

* BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are
in critical need of foster families. Foster parents are
the caretakers for the children in the community who
have been abused or neglected. For more information
on becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call
the Children's Protective Services office at 263-9669.

* SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright,
has free food for the area needy. Distribution is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to noon every Thursday.

i BiG SPRING HERALD
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* « JESSE RENE LOPEZ, 18, was arrested Thursday .

L

| Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

+ AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
« Spring City Senior Citizens country and western
dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. featuring
Monroe Casey and the Prowlers. All area seniors are
invited.

SATURDAY

« Big Spring Cruisers cruise Gregg Street and at the
Sonic Drive-In beginning at 6:30 p.m.

* Children in Need annual Chili Cook-off at the
Eagles Lodge begins at 8 a.m. Judging begins at noon.
+ Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.
» Big Spring Squares. Call 263-6305 for more infor-
mation.

MONDAY

» Keep Big Spring Beautiful meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room. Cost is $6.25 per per-
son. RSVP to 264-5164 or 213-5293.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

« Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the
Big Spring High School band hall.

e Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is offered
every week, and anyone 7 years old or older is wel-
come to attend. Please enter through the northwest
door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

e Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

« Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant. ‘

« Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library

more information.
» Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 500
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meeting Room of

the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

* Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

« Big Spring Society of the Order of Beacieants
meets at 6:30 p.m. for a meal with meeting that begins
at 7:30 p.m. at 221 Main.

*Big Spring Commandry meets at 7:30 p.m. at 221
Main.

TUESDAY

* Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon ‘n the

WEDNESDA¥
* Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.
* Senior Circle meets at 10:30 a.m. at Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair
Aerobics. Those 50 years and older are invited to
attend. Call 268-4721. ‘
* Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call
268-4721. .
* Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room.
» Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.
* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club. .
» Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY
* Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for |

DONTLET SOMEONE MAKE YOUR DECISIONS FOR YOU.VOTE !

Lottery

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Thursday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5-19-22-26 (numerical
order). Bonus Ball: 12.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night: |

Winning numbers drawn: 9-14-20-27-34.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $34,117.

Winning ticket sold in: Dallas.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 6-8-7
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i News briefs

' Grammy-winning singer Lou Rawis

 dies of cancer at 72 ,

| LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lou Rawls, the velvet-voiced

u singer who started as a church choir boy and went on
| to record such classic tunes as “You'll Never Find
| Another Love Like Mine,” died Friday of cancer. He

| was 72.

; Rawls died at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where
he was hospitalized last month for treatment of lung
. and brain cancer, said his
publicist, Paul Shefrin.
His wife, Nina, was at his
bedside when he died.

Rawls’ family and
Shefrin said the singer
was 72, although other
records indicate he was 70.

Rawls’ deep, smooth
voice was his trademark,
and he used it in a variety
of genres.

“I've gone the full spec-
trum, from gospel to blues
to jazz to soul to pop,”
Rawls once said on his
Web site. “And the public

' has accepted what I've done through it all.”
| Rawls’ grandmother introduced him to gospel in his
' hometown of Chicago. The singer moved to Los
' Angeles in the mid-1950s to join a touring gospel
' group, the Pilgrim Travelers.

. After a two-year stint in the Army, Rawls rejoined
| the Pilgrim Travelers in Los Angeles, where he sang
with Sam Cooke. Rawls performed with Dick Clark at
the Hollywood Bowl in 1959, and hLe later he opened

| for The Beatles at Crosley Field in Cincinnati.
Rawls was playing small blues and R&B clubs in Los

Angeles when his four-octave range caught the ear of

| a Capitol Records producer, who signed him to the

label in 1962.

. His debut effort, “Stormy Monday,” recorded with
tlu Les McCann Trio, was the first of 28 albums
| Rawls made with Capitol.

In 1966, his “Love Is a Hurtin’ Thing” topped the
| charts and earned Rawls his first two Grammy nomi-
, nations. He won three Grammys in his career and

' released his most recent album, “Seasons 4 U,” in 1998

on his own label, Rawls & Brokaw Records.

| He also appeared in 18 movies, including “Leaving
| Las Vegas” and “Blues Brothers 2000,” and 16 televi-
| sion series, including “Fantasy Island” and “The Fall
| Guy.”
. A longtime community activist, Rawls visited
| schools, playgrounds and community centers in the
| 1960s, encouraging children to continue their studies
' and have confidence in. their abilities. In the ‘80s, he
helped the United Negro College Fund raise more
than $200 million through telethons.

| the Anheuser-Busch Cos. breweries.

|  Rawls was diagnosed with lung cancer in December

{ 2004 and brain cancer in May 2005.
! Besides his wife, Rawls is survived by four children:
| Louanna Rawls, Lou Rawls Jr., Kendra Smith and
" Aiden Rawls.

F unvml arrangements were incomplete, Shefrin

In 1976, Rawls became the corporate spokesman for

said.

Two dead in McKinney murder-suicide

MCcKINNEY (AP) — A man gunned down his ex-wife
and then killed himself outside of a McKinney hospi-
tal on Thursday when the couple met to ex¢change
money for a bill, police said.

Police say Crystal Benavidez, 35, of McKinney, was
shot and killed by 54-year-old Josely M. Benavidez,
outside of the Medical Center of McKinney.

The two saw each other while driving in separate
cars and pulled off the highway to meet, police said.
Josely Benavidez got out of his sport utility vehicle
and walked over to the sports car driven by his ex-
wife.

Crystal Benavidez and her two passengers got out of
the car and started running toward the hospital,
police said. Josely Benavidez opened fire, striking his
ex-wife once and then turning the gun on himself.

“She got out of the car and ran through the parking
lot toward the hospital — with him shooting the
entire way,” police Capt. Randy Roland said.

Both Benavidezes died at the scene. Police found
two handguns, one near the two bodies and one in a
parking lot near the cars.

The female passenger suffered a minor head injury,
either by broken glass or by being grazed by a bullet,
police said. The male passenger was not hurt.

Crystal Benavidez had moved to McKinney from
Fort Worth about two weeks ago to get away from her
ex-husband. Police said they had received several 911
calls from Crystal Benavidez reporting threats from
her ex-husband.

The Medical Center of McKinney was the site of a
sniper-style attack on two nurses in 2002 that left one
nurse dead and one nurse wounded. The husband of
one of the nurses was sentenced to 60 years in prison
for the shooting.

Cuero wants to require sex offenders

to post yard signs

CUERO, (AP) — Some registered sex offenders in
Cuero might have to post signs at their home declar
ing their status under an ordinance that received pre-
liminary approval from the Cuero City Council.

Only moderate and high-risk sex offenders who
move to the city or register after the ordinance takes
effect would be bound by its requirements. Registered
sex offenders who already live in Cuero would be
exempt. ‘

Council members unanimously approved the first
reading of the ordinance on Thursday, the Victoria
Advocate reported for its Friday edition. The ordi-
nance must pass two more readings to gain approval
and take effect.

“By not adopting the sex offender sign ordinance,
we are encouraging the abuser,” resident Jazzmin
Bhuiyan told the council. “We are saying we are
standing by the offenders, not with our kids.”

The ordinance requires white signs measuring at
least 2-feet-by-2-feet that read, “A Registered Sex
Offender Lives Here” in black letters. Signs must be
visible from the closest roadway and placed within 20
feet of the front entrance of a sex offender’s residence.

The City Council voted unanimously in December
to instruct a city attorney to draft an ordinance that
would require the signs.

Last month, the council passed an ordinance
restricting sex offenders from living within 1,000 feet
of where children gather.

WORKERS

Continued from Page 1A

Program, a U.S. guest worker system
negotiated betweenr  Mexico and
America that last ed from 1942 to 1964,

was “the very best.”
a way for farm laborers from Mexico to

we're a very labor intensive industry,”
Nelson said. “We need good workers.”

The plan began as

1501 W. 11th Place, 2nd Floor
432-264-7180  1ees

in helping out.”

rest of the board have set

TRAVEL

Continued from Page 1A

trip down the Danube
River through the Czech
Republic, Hungary and
Bulgaria and tours to
Alaska, New York and
Chicago

If those destinations are
a bit too far away, Jones
said several day trips are
available as well. Among
those trips will be a visit
to Fort Worth's Bass
Performance Hall to see
Tim Conway and Harvey
Korman perform.

Jones is quick to point
out that the Travel
Showcase is not restricted
to just seniors. All inter-
ested adults are welcome.

“The showcase will
introduce our trips for
2006 to our senior travel-
ers and anyone else who
wants to come,” Jones
said.

In addition to providing
travel opportunities to
area adults, the showcase
ralso serves as a fund-rais-
er for the local RSVP
effort. Jones estimated
last year’'s tour package
raised about $8,000 for the
program.

STAMPS

Continued from Page 1A

than three years, officials
said.

According to a USPS
news release, rates are
increasing to meet a fed-
eral law passed in 2003,
requiring the Postal
Service to build a $3.1 bil-
lion escrow account. The
release stated the postage
rate increase would not
have been necessary
without the federal man-
date.

Letters with 37-cent
stamps postmarked prior
to midnight Sunday will
be honored by the Postal
Service.

For more information,
contact the local post
office at 263-7391.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com.

help ease a worker shortage when Family Nodical Conter Spotiight
young Americans entered the military. : 'ﬁ KalcideScoops’ | ©
“We're in trouble and, unfortunately, Dr. Erich Byerly Lot e ®
Board Certified OB/GYN
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GALA

Continued from Page 1A

always something . we
want to participate in.”

Watson said the money
will be used primarily in
Howard County for AHA
services in the fight
igainst one of the
nation’s deadliest dis-
CedSes.

“We're very apprecia-
tive and grateful to Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center, who will be our
presenting sponsor for
the gala,” said Watson.
“Without the help and
support of the community
we could not be success-
ful toward our mission,
which is helping in the
fight against heart dis-
ease and stroke. So we're
very appreciative to all
the businesses that are
helping.”

Watson said the Gala,
which is slated for Feb.
25, will be a “wild” time
for everyone, with plenty

of sponsorship slots avail-

able for area businesses
and residents to .help in
the AHA cause.

“The theme for the gala
s ‘Wild at Heart’ and it
will be held at the Big
Spring Country Club,”
said Watson. “We are still
looking for sponsors for
the event, and we have
sponsorships ranging
from $250 and up. All they
need to do is contact us
and we'd be happy to get
a sponsorship package to
those people and busi-
nesses that are interested

Local AHA board chair-
man Bobby Roever said
the gala event will have
something for everyone.

“We’ll start off the night
with a pre-event party for
our sponsors. It’s a wine
and cheese party, and it
will give them a chance to
Took at the silent auction
items that will be up for
bid,” said Roever. “At 8
p.m. we'll start our Gala
with either a live band or
a DJ — we haven’t decid-
ed which just yet — and
there will be dancing and
food.

“As the night goes on,
people will have a chance
to bid on the silent auc-
tions and at another point
we’ll have a live auction
for some items. All of this
is to help raise money for
the American Heart
Association.”

Roever said he hopes to
see the Gala meet or
exceed the goal he and the

for 2006.

“We're trying to raise
more money than we did
last year,” said Roever.
“We exceeded our goal by
nearly $4,000 last year,
and we're hoping to
exceed our goal of $25,000
this year by that much or
more.

“The gala brings atten-
tion to the threat heart
disease and stroke pose to
both men and women,” he
added. “It also creates a
call-to-action for people to
commit to living a heart-
healthy lifestyle. People
in the Big Spring area
who have battled heart
disease, had heart
surgery or have suffered
a stroke are encouraged
to attend.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

Let’s Go Dancin’ At The Eagles!

803 W. 3rd

" Friday Nite

January 6, 2006
8:30 pm -'12:00 am

Austin Based
JOHN BENOELE

CounTRY BAND

| o000 BOOOOOONOS

Eagles Bingo:

263-6862

" Saturday Nite *
January 7, 2006
8:30 pm - 12:30 am

K
Entertainment

Sunday Wednesray & Friday

806 E 3rd

“We are able to do a
variety of things with the
money we raise,” she
said. “We buy insurance
for our volunteers and
finance projects like
Make A Difference Day
and the Fun Fest ... We're
able to spread the money
around.”

For more information,
contact RSVP at 264-2397
or Bilbrey Tours at 1-888-
692-1308.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331,
ext. 234.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 2687-8288

Leroy Aldlidlﬁ- ,
died Monday. Funeral
Services will be at 11:00
AM Saturday at Myers
& Smith Chapel with
burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

Maria Y. Garcia, 88,
died Tuesday. Funeral
Services were at 10:00
AM Friday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with bur-
fjal- at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

Melva Hodnett, 79,
died Wednesday.
Funeral Services will be
at 4:00 PM Friday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Trinity
Memorial Park.

Vol coveh
Daily: 7:30, 930 Sat. & Sun. 4:10

King Kong (PG-13)
Daily 720 Sat. & Sun. 409

\()X‘ e ) vl

FCINEMAZ |

Deily: 4:10, 7:10
Fri. 920 Set. & Sun. 1:10

mmn.. (PO-“’
Fri. 9:30 Slt.l&m. 1:20

Fun with Dick and Jane (PG-13)
Deily: 4:30, 7:30
Fri. 9:40 Sat. & Sun. 1:30

Chronicles of Narnia (PG)
Deily: 4:00, 7:00
Fri. 950 Set. & Sun. 1:00

ADULTS: $6.00
$4.00 ALL MATINEES,
CMILDREN & SENIOR CITIZENS

’Beautifuf Bedrooms Begin With
#Broyhill

Best In Bedroom Furniture, At Great Prices!
Take A Look At These Two Collections...

Anhurst

Classic designs of fine 18th &
19th Century
Pull/Queen Bed ‘689
(Compiete w/tiead & Poot Boards & Ralls)
4-Door Chest ‘439
Double Dresser ‘479
Triple Dreseser ‘589
Landscaped Miror ‘239
Nightstand —'330
Vertical Mirror ‘219

‘479

Sinclair
Traditions of the past meet the crisp
stylings of the present!
Queen Bed ‘599
(Compiete w/Mead & Foot Boards & Ralis) |
Drawer Dreseer ‘589
Nightstand *329
H Landscaped Miror. ‘169
Door Chest 749
(Mot Pictured)



mailto:citydesk@bigspringher-ald.com
mailto:citydesk@bigspringher-ald.com
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| EDITORIAL

Jor a redress of grievances.”

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment |
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government

-FIRST AMENDMENT

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed ]
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OuRr VIEWS

‘We salute:

Each week, the Herald salutes individuals
and groups from our community and area
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.

We recognize these special people for working
to help make our region a better place to live,

work and play

This week we salute:

* Big Spring, Howard County and surrounding
county firefighters, who have put in many hours -
battling grass fires, cotton module fires and
structure fires over the past few weeks in very
windy and dry conditions. Thank you for
responding so promptly and doing your job so

well.

« We won’t mention all of you here, but we
salute all of the individuals who filed for elec-
tion. We appreciate your willingness to serve and
desire to get involved in your community, coun-’

ty and state.

e Mack Brown and the University of Texas
Longhorns for bringing our state a national foot-
ball championship. Hook ‘em Horns!

* One more time — to all of the volunteers with
the Festival of Lights. What a wonderful job you
did again this year. Here’s to many more.

 Benny Valentine, Howard College freshman
point guard who was selected as Most Valuable
Player of the Polk Community College New
Year’s Classic in Winter Haven, Fla. It was the
third tournament this season in which he was

selected MVP.

Is there an individual or organization in our
community that you feel should be saluted? If so,
please send us their name and why you think
they should be recognized. We must have your
name and telephone number and you must pro-

vide it in writing.

LETTERS

To the Editor:

In the middle of last
year, Gary Daniels was
diagnosed with cancer
of the head and neck.
As a result of this he
was fired from his job.

We needed financial

help almost immediat-

ly. Our friends and rela-
tives have helped us so
much and we are so
very grateful to them.

A benefit was held in
December at the
Icehouse and we would
like to thank everyone
who helped in this.

If I named names I
would leave someone
out and I don’t want to
do that. I will just say
thank you to our very
special angels; you
know who you are and
we love you so very
much.

We still have a long
road ahead of us to trav-
el and things are far
from over but eventual-
ly Gary will be declared
cancer free. ,

To the Larry & Danya
team — thank you from
the bottom of our
hearts. There is a spe-
cial place in the Lord’s
hepn for people as good

asyou, | -
_Sherri Daniels

[
e m i tman

Midland

To the Editor,

The ideal of pre-trail
bonding to help allevi-
ate the over-crowding of
the county jail sounds
interesting.

As this sounds as if it
may help with the one
problem of over crowd-
ing, it does not, howev-
er, address the root
problem of needing a
new facility.

I have been an
EMT/Paramedic in the
county and have been ,
called to the Howard o
County Jail for medical »
emergency. .

You can not get a lit-»
ter up to the jail floor -
because the elevator is
built to carry people
who are standing. What
about getting a wheel
chair to the jail?
Getting it around a jail?

Does Howard County
Jail meet America’s
With Disabilities Act?
“You as commissioners
need to get together get
over your petty differ-
ences, come to a com-
promise and get this
jail problem solved.

Won't it be cheaper to
build a new facility
than have to defend/set-
tle a law suite?

W.R. Madewell

" ban the sale of .

OPINION

Have gun, will travel — to jail

dd how the Special

City, which prides

' itself on tolerance and
chants incessantly

about choice, can be so, well,

intolerant.

Witness the
November election in
which 58 percent of
city voters elected to

firearms in the city
and outlaw handgun
ownership for citi-
zens. It takes a spe-
cial city to make the

National Rifle Desa
Association look like SAUNDERS
the good guys.

I don’t want to e T L

sound glib, because
the rash of violence that has
scarred the city — and sent the
number of homicides in 2005 to 96
— no doubt contributed to the pas-
sage of the gun-ban measure,
Proposition H.

In a brief supporting the mea-
sure, which the NRA is fighting in
the courts, San Francisco City
Attorney Dennis Herrera cited the
tragic deaths of three innocent
San Franciscans, including
Deanne Bradford, a mother of six
who was shot dead by her hus-
band with a “legally owned hand-
gun.” The husband also killed
himself.

Herrera also argued that city
voters have a right to establish
city gun laws and that their “deci-
sion to forgo handgun possession
by city residents is of no signifi-
cant concern to anyone outside
San Francisco, and is a proper
exercise of the city’s home-rule
power.” Also, the handgun ban
exempts police, military and secu-
rity personnel.

I have a lot of sympathy with the
home-rule argument, but it won't
fly here. For one thing: Even sup-
porters of the handgun ban expect
it to fail in court. “It clearly will
be thrown out,” Mayor Gavin
New¥om told The San Francisco
Chronicle before the election. He
added he would vote for the mea-
sure, but: “I'm having a difficult
time with it, and that’s my one
caveat. ... It’s really a public-opin-
ion poll, at theend of the day.”

For another, the law interferes
with an individual’s right to self-
defense, which is especially bad
for people who live not in gated
communities, but high-crime
areas.

The third issue: While City Hall
hasn’t set what the sentence for
violations of the law might be,
whatever it is, the handgun ban
likely will hurt law-abiding citi-
zens more than criminals.

As if this city needs procf that
city criminals don’t care about
gun laws, consider the AK-47 used
to kill Officer Isaac Espinoza in
2004. At the time, the AK-47 was
illegal under the federal assault-
weapon ban, yet it was the “gun of
choice” for gang-bangers. It’s not
as if they had no access to legal
guns — and still the ban meant
nothing to them.

The NRA'’s Chris W. Cox argued
that Proposition H stands to “send
a very clear message to the crimi-
nal element in San Francisco, that
lawful residents in San Francisco
are unarmed and unable to protect
themselves from criminal attack.”
(I should note that residents will

. be able to keep an existing rifle in

their homes, even jf the entire law
is upheld. That said, the law
requires residents to surrender
their handguns to police by April

Bic SPRING HERALD
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1 and provides no compensation in
return.)

Here’s an interesting statistic,
compiled by the SFPD and report-

" ed in The Chronicle last month: Of

the 94 homicides recorded in the
city through Dec. 12, no arrests
had been made for 74 of those
murders. Only eight cases have
resulted in prosecutions.

Sorry, but if gang members
think they can kill without getting
caught, I don’t think a handgun
ban is going to crimp their style.

Police say that witnesses often
are reluctant to testify. This sug-
gests it would make more sense to
put the resources used to defend
Proposition H — which by the
mayor's own admission is a very
expensive public-opinion poll —
into witness protection and inves-
tigative programs.

San Francisco is supposed to
stand for choice. This is supposed
to be a town where tolerant indi-
viduals don’t pass laws that, in
essence, say: If I don’t do it, you
shouldn't, either; if you do, you go
to jail. Yet the gun ban ends ‘
choice — for the law-abiding, at
least.

“Go by Bayview Police Station,”
one San Francisco cop e-mailed
me, “and look at the wall with all
the gun photos. Not one of them
was owned legally. No self-respect-
ing gangster is going to abide by
this new law, if they won'’t abide
by the old ones.”

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Allow me to introduce myself

n the second anniver-

sary of this syndicated

column, I think the

time has come to
introduce myself.

After all, not too many people
were reading me
when the column was
first launched, and if
I asked for help two
years ago — as [ will
in a minute — my
pleas could have gone
unheard.

But now that I have
some faithful readers,
according to my mail,
I figure that after you
meet me — more for-
mally — you may —
want to introduce me
and my column to your friends in
other parts of the country so that
they’ll request the column from
their own local newspaper.

I write about Hispanic issues.

For the past 30 years, at three
major American newspapers, that
has been my mission — to present
the Hispanic perspective to non-
Latinos.

As a syndicated columnist,
addressing a national audience, |
see myself as a bridge builder, cre-
ating paths of understanding
between non-Hispanic Americans
and their 40 million Latino neigh-
bors.

It is never my intention to write
a protest column — although to
some readers, it may seem that
way. My goal is to dispel the nega-
tive myths about Latinos, most of
whom are honest, hard-working
people who want to assimilate
rather than impose their culture
on this society.

As taxpayers, voters, and con-
tributors to this society, Latinos
want their fair share of the entit]e-
ments, but they don't expect them
on a silver platter. -

Most Latinos spend a lot less
time demanding their rights than
expressing gratitude for the oppor-
tunity to live in the greatest coun-
try in the world. These are the
sentiments I want my column to
convey.

The mission was eloquently out-
lined by the nation’s first Hispanic

MIGUEL
PEREZ

columnist in an English-language
newspaper, Cuban writer and
patriot Jose Marti — my idol —
who wrote for the old New York
Sun more than a century ago.

“What I want is to demonstrate
that we are good people, industri-
ous and capable,” Marti wrote.
“For each offense, a reply ... and
more effective by its moderation.
For each false assertion about our
countries, an immediate correc-
tion. For each defect, apparently
just, which is thrown in our faces,
the historical explanation which
will excuse it and proof of the
capacity to remedy it. It would
seem to me that I were being
derelict in my duty if I should net
realize this thought.”

Although the growth and impact
of the U.S. Hispanic population is
not often reflected in American
newspapers, my goal is to fill that
void by discussing the wide gamut
of issues that concern Latino
Americans — from affirmative
action to immigration.

To adequately reflect what U.S.
Latinos are thinking, it’s also
important to cover significant
events in Latin America. When
there are statehood discussions in
Puerto Rico, human rights viola-
tions in Cuba, border squabbles in
Mexico, drug wars in Colombia,
and anti-American movements in
Venezuela, Brazil and Bolivia, you
can be sure Latinos are talking
about it in the United States. This

column will tell you what they are.

saying.

But it wouldn’t be a column/
without a good dose of opinion,
and my opinions are formed by
my own life experiences.

You are what your life makes
you. I was born in Havana, Cuba
in 1950, and F came to the United
States, as a refugee, at the age of
11 in 1962. Spanish was my only
language then. I couldn’t speak a
word of English.

My life has shown me the ruth-
lessness of a right-wing dictator-
ship, th