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Andrea Villareal, left, along with her mother, Cynthia Villareal, and father, John Villareal, check out the after-Christmas 
sales at Beall’s In the Big Spring Mall Monday afternoon.

Merchants pleased 
with seasonal sales
By THOMAS JENKINS
S ta ff  W riter

Most area businesses are report­
ing holiday sales that either match 
totals posted in 2004 or are slightly 
below, with eyes set firmly on 2006.

Jody Swinney, owner Sears in 
the Big Spring Mall, said his busi­
ness came in just under sales totals 
from last year, but the comparison 
can be somewhat deceiving.

“We really had an above average 
year in 2004,” said Swinney. 
“When everything is closed out 
this year, 1 expect we’ll be pretty 
much in-line with what we expect­
ed.

“All of the oddities this year — 
from gas prices tc the hurricanes 
— hurt a lot of people this year. It’s 
certainly understandable, howev­
er. Every time you think things

“We’ve had a really 
good Christmas. The 
customers have been 
really patient, and 
you couldn’t ask for 
a better team of 
associates to work with. We’re 
very pleased.’’

Granados

are going to settle down something 
else happens.”

Swinney said he’s already look­
ing to next year, which he expects 
to be a good one for retail sales.

“We’re expecting a better year in 
2006. With the way the cotton crops 
have come in and the farmers are 
doing this season, it should help

lift things up. I also think the econ­
omy is going to continue to get bet­
ter, which should also help.”

Yolanda Robles, manager of the 
Payless Shoesource on Gregg 
Street, said her overall totals are in 
line with last year, but going into 
the new year things are still look­
ing up.

“When you compare this year 
with 2004 sort of back-to-back, we 
came out pretty even,” said Robles. 
“It’s still been very good, however, 
and we still have people coming in 
for the sales and markdowns. 
There haven’t been as many 
returns this year, either.”

Sharon Cofferen, a manager with 
Beall’s Department Store in the 
mall, said the local clothing hot­
spot came away better this year.

See SALES, Page 3A

Fraud alleged 
at Red Cross 
claim centers
By JACQUELINE SALMON
Th e  W ashin gton  P ost

WASHINGTON -  
Nearly 50 people have 
been indicted in connec­
tion with a scheme that 
bilked hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars from a 
Red Cross program to put 
cash into the hands of 
Hurricane Katrina vic­
tims, according to federal 
authorities.

Seventeen of the 
accused worked at the 
Red Cross claim center in 
Bakersfield, Calif., which 
handled calls from storm 
victims across the coun­
try and authorized cash 
payments to them. The 
others charged were the 
workers’ relatives and 
friends, prosecutors said 
last week.

The scam came to light 
when Red Cross officials 
noticed a suspiciously

In one fairly typical 
case, according to the 
indictments, three 
Spherion workers 
allegedly set up false 
accounts for one 
another and for 
several relatives and 
friends. |

high number of people' 
were picking up Red 
Cross money at Western 
Union outlets near the 
Bakersfield center, even 
though few evacuees were 
in the area.

The Red Cross called 
law enforcement authori­
ties. Forty-nine people in

See FRAUD, Page 3A

Tim e to check your 
‘voter readiness’ for 
the March prim aries
□  Monday, Feb. 6, is 
the deadline to register 
to vote.

By THOMAS JENKINS
S ta ff W riter

With the Republican 
and Democratic party pri­
maries just around the 
bend, area residents plan­
ning to cast their ballots 
must be registered to vote 
by the first part of 
February.

The deadline to register 
to vote in the primaries, 
which is slated for March 
7, is set for Monday, Feb. 
6, and according to 
Howard County Voter 
Registrar Saundra Bloom, 
It’s time to check on your 
“voter readiness.”

“The registration dead­
line for any election is 30 
days prior to the election 
day,” said Bloom. “This 
year the deadline actually 
fells on a Sunday, so the 
state is giving everyone 
the following working 
day, which is a Monday, 
to get voter registration 
cards in.”

Bloom said registering 
to vote is easy and can be 
completed without ever 
having to leave home.

“If they haven’t 
received their card or 
aren’t sure if they’re reg­
istered, all they have to 
do ii come by the office,” 
sail! Bloom. “They can fill 
out the voter registration

See REGISTER. Page 3A

Troopers to be out in force this weekend
By THOMAS JENKINS
S ta ff  W riter

Department of Public Safety 
troopers will be out in force 
Ndw Years Eve, as the state 
agepcy prepares to tackle the 
second part of its annual 
Operation Holiday safety pro­
gram.

According to DPS Sgt. Jason 
Hester, if you’re pulled over by 
a trooper for one of the key hol­
iday violations — speeding, no

seat belts and driving while 
intoxicated — don’t get your 
holiday hopes up.

“We have a zero-tolerance 
approach to both seat belt and 
intoxicated driving violations,” 
said Hester. “Absolutely no 
warnings will be written for 
either. We’re anticipating traf­
fic will be very heavy this sea­
son, so there’s no room for 
these type of mistakes.

“Operation Holiday means

that all available troopers will 
be out on the roads. They’re 
going to be looking really close 
at drivers to make sure they are 
following the law, especially 
the three violations that are the 
deadliest — speeding, no seat 
belts and driving while intoxi­
cated.”

With temperatures forecasted 
to be in the low 30s — possibly 
even colder — New Years Eve, 
Hester said the weather can

also be a big con­
cern for holiday- 
goers who find 
themselves on the 
road.

“One of the biggest 
factors to consider is 
the weather,” said 

Hester Hester. “You can get 
road condition 

reports by calling 800-452-9292, 
or pay close attention to the 
local weather channel. We

report all road closures to both. 
Pay close attention to bridges 
and overpasses during freezing 
weather as well. —

“Another thing to remember 
is to allow extra time for travel 
because the high level of traffic 
is going to increase how long it 
takes to get where you’re 
going.”

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232.
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DOUGLASSVILLE (AP) —  Wallace R. 
Simmops, an editor whose career at 
Texas iMwspapers spanned nearly 50 
years, has died. He was 69.

Simntons had battled cancer and died at 
his horfie Christmas Day, the Texarkana 
Gazetta reported.!

He hiKl recently retired from the 
CitizeftS Ĵoumal in Atlanta after headlhg 
the nSditpaper’s sports department.

Sirrwhpns previously worked at daily 
news l̂ipars in Texarkana, Abilene, 
Oissid, Rampa, Harlingen and Borger, 
serving In various editor positions. He also 
worked at bi-waaMy publicatlone in New 
Boston and Winnsboro.

2/26/05

V o l u n t e e r s  n e e d e d

The Mobile Meals program that delivers 
meals to the elderly, chronically ill and 
homebound needs volunteers to help with 
deliverief.

If you can spare one hour per week to 
deliver eight or 10 meals, your help is . 
needed. ,

About 85 to 90 meals are prepared, 
packaged and delivered to recipients with­
in the city limits of Big Spring.

Mobile Meals is a voluntary, non-profit 
Organization. t

If you would like to volunteer, or need 
more information about the Mobile Meals 
program itself of the organization, please 
caH 263*4016 before 3 p.m.

C h u r c h  s e t s  g i v e a w a y

LA MARQUE (AP) —  In a game show 
style giveaway, a church plans to award a 
$120,000 three-bedroom house to one of 
its worshippers New Year’s Eve.

Since 2003, Abundant Life Christian 
Center has given away a car, a rhotorcy* 
cle and furniture, but this year the lure is a 
house.

‘It encourages people to come to the 
service, and It helps keep people off the 
street with all that revelry going on,”
Pastor Walter Hallam said. A parishioner 
built the house and charged the church 
$53,000 for materials. It should be com­
pleted next month; the winner will be 
responsible for closing costs and taxes.
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Obituaries Fire/EMS
E ddie W hite

Eddie White, 82, of Stanton died Saturday, Dec. 24, 
2005, in a Big Spring nursing home. Funeral service>̂  
are 3 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2005, at the Firs,. 
United Methodist Church of Stanton with the Key. 
Daniel Armstrong officiating. Interment will follow at 
Evergreen Cemetery.

The family will receive friends and relatives toe ay 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.

He was born May 11, 1923, in Clybelt Spring. Ga., 
and married Lovell Simon White Feb. 24, 1979, in 
Stanton. She preceded him in death Aug. 29, 1996. He 
served in the United States Army during World War II 
and came to Martin County in 1938. He worked as a 
mechanic for John Deere in Stanton, Lovington, 
Midland and Brady and as a custodian in Lovington 
and Stanton schools for four years. He was a member 
of First United Methodist Church.

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law, 
Richard and Charlotte White of Lenorah; one daughter 
and son-in-law, Linda and Walter Taylor of Stanton; 
four grandchildren; three great-granddaughters; and 
two great-grandsons.

He was preceded in death by five brothers, Walter 
White, Newt White,.Henry White, D.M. “Slim” White, 
Dewey White, an infant sister and one granddaughter.

The family suggests memorials made to Alzheimer’s 
' Association, 4400 N. Big Spring St., Midland 79705 or 
to a favorite charity.

Arrangements under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be 
made at www.npwelch.com.
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Sue Pool
Sue Pool, 100, of Big Spring died Monday, Dec. 26, 

2005, at her residence. Her services are pending with 
Nalley-Pickle and Welch Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Big Spring.

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the foUow- 
ling activity:
u • MEDICAL was reported' in the 1300 block 
Mesquite. One person was transported to SMMC.

,, • MEDICAL was reported in the 260T blo'̂ .k 
F,Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block 
Wasson! 'Service was reused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.
. • MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block 
Highland. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter­
section of Fifth Street and fettles. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block 
Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block 
Virginia. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block 
Highland. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of North 
Anderson Road. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of West 
Highway 80. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported near the 190 mile marker 
of Interstate Highway 20. Service was refused.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 500 block 
of Gregg Street.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1700 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of North

Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriffs Office reported the fol­

lowing activity:
• JOSE MANUEL BUSTILLO, 30, was arrested 

Friday on a charge of violation of parole.
• DEVON LEE BUTLER, 20, was transferred to the 

county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of posses­
sion of marijuana - more then two ounces less than 
four ounces and possession of a controlled substance.

• STEVEN RAY EVANS, 17, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of posses­
sion of marijuana - more then two ounces less than 
four ounces and possession of a controlled substance.

• TONY RANDALL PARTEE, 46, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BS ’̂D on charges of dri­
ving while intoxicated - third or more'offense and a 
probation violation.

• RICKY LEE TATE, 17, waS transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of posses- 
slon/consumption of alcohol by a minbr - third offense 
enhanced.

• MIGUEL ANGEL GRAJEDA, 43, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• JONETT'. rASTORIA TATE, 41, was arrested
by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi- 

idted - second offense.
• MICHAEL SCHELL MADRY, 43, was arrested 

Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi­
cated.

• CURTIS DWAYNE WOODRUFF, 20, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on a charge of minor in consumption 
of an alcoholic beverage.

• NATHANIEL JAMAL AUSBIE, 22, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of possession of a con­
trolled substance, possession of marijuana - two 
ounces or less and possession of marijuana in a penal 
institution.

• TYRONE DEION SMITH, 25, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of unlawful possession of 
a firearm by a felon and theft of a firearm.

• BRIAN EUGENE VANDERBILT, 26, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of no driver’s license, fail­
ure to appear and terroristic threats.

• JOHN BASCOM WINTERS, 37, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of theft by check, public 
intoxication/capias pro fines and driving while license 
invalid.

• CHANCELLA MCKENZIE PARRISH, 21, was
transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
a charge of possession of marijuana, two ounces or 
less.

• SHEILA CAIN, 32, was transferred to the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• JOE OLIVIO JR., 33, was transferred to the coun­
ty jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of driving 
while intoxicated.

• JOSE ALFREDO MELENDEZ, 22, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
evading arrest or detention.

• CARTAVIOUS JEROME GROAGE, 17, was trans 
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on two 
charges of criminal mischief.

• GONZALO HERNANDEZ GONZALEZ, 29, was 
'transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
charges of driving while intoxicated and driving while 
license suspended - enhanced.

• VICTOR MANUEL CASTILLO, 33, .was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of driving while intoxicat­
ed with a passenger 15 years or younger, no driver’s 
license, failure to maintain financial responsibility.

Police blotter
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Highway 87, One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of Sgt. 
Paredez. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 2600 block of Gregg 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Settles. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of 
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of Dixon. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.
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• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM IS COLLECTING 
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook whicn 
will display memories of Big Spring over the years. 
Share your memories and your recipes. Contact tha 
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor­
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

of
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• THE HOWARD COUNTY CHILD WELFARE 
BOARD seeks Christmas help for the 69 children in 
foster care. To ‘adopt’ a child or family for the holi­
days, contact Patti Richard at 432-559-6953 or 268-4550.

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

littering and violation of a promise to appear.
• DAVID ANDREW BELEW, 29, was transferred to 

the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
interfering with an emergency phone call.

• JAMES ANTHONY BURNS, 47, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of fail­
ure to identify as a fugitive from justice - giving false 
information and insufficient funds checks.

• ERIC MARTIN ZARRAGA, 22, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
evading airest or detention.

• CATHERINE RENEE CHISM, 19, was transferred 
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or less and dri­
ving while license invalid.

• JOHN MANUEL SOLIS, 20, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunjlay by the BSPD on a charge of assault 
on a public servant - Collin County warrant.

• CHRiar OPIlg W ALLEN BRIGHT, 23, was arrest­
ed Sunday by the HCSO on charges of criminal mis­
chief. theft, expired motor vehicle inspection certifi­
cate - capias fines and failure to appear.

• YESENIA SAUCEDA LEDESMA. 18, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of failure to identify as a 
fugitive from justice, bondsman off bond for theft, pro­
bation violation and failure to appear.
; • JESUS LEDESMA, 46, was arrested Sunday by 
îDPS on charges of forgery to defraud or harm another,

I failure to identify as a fugitive from justice, two 
charges of tampering with governmental records to 
defraud or harm, no liability insurance/failure to 
maintain financial responsibility and evading arrest 
or detention.

• HEATHER ATKINSON. 25, was .irrested Monday 
by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman off bond for pos­
session of a controlled substance.

• ENRIQUE MAYERS III, 27, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of dri­
ving while intoxicated.

• DONALD FRANK ATKINSON, 56. was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of unlawful posses­
sion of a firearm by a felon, parole violation - burglary 
of a building and possession cf drug paraphernalia.

• TRAVIS CLINT HULL. >2, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on charges of unlawful possession of a 
firearm by a felon, posses uon of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of a shotgun/prohibited weapon.

• DANYA LEE ATKINSON, 28, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of unlawful posses­
sion of a firearm by a felon and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you 
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun­
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda 
Hamm at 263-7827.

• BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are 
in critical need of foster families. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the children in the commu: Uy who 
have been abused or neglected. For more infoi nation 
on becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

Weather
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 1-10-12-15-29. 
Number matching five of five: none.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-15-16-19. Bonus Ball: 20. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing: 

$225,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-1-4

Lottery

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• LANCE ALAN LISTER. 27, of 2405 Alabama, was 
arrested Monday on charges of driving while license 
suspended - enhanced and possession of drug para­
phernalia.

• DANYA LEE ATKINSON. 27, of 110 Scouthut 
Road, was arrested Monday and held for the HCSO.

Tonight—Mostly clear. Colder. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday—Increasing clouds. Highs in the upper 
60s. West winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday night—Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 
30s. West winds around 10 mph.

Thursday—Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 70s. 
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night—Increasing clouds. Lows around 40. 
Friday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Friday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Saturday—Partly cloudy. Highs around 70.
Saturday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s. 
New years day—Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 

70s.
Sunday night—Partly cloudy. Lows around 40. 
Monday—Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.
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FRAUD
Continued from Page lA

the Bakersfield area have 
been indicted in the past 
three months for filing 
false claims with the cen­
ter.

More indictments are 
expected soon, said 
Stanley Boone, an assis­
tant U.S. attorney in 
Bakersfield.

The incident reveals a 
sometimes chaotic system 
that the Red Cross cob­
bled together after the 
devastating storm in 
order to put cash into the 
hands of desperate evac­
uees. Many had fled their 
homes with only the 
clothing they wore and 
what they could carry.

Before winding up the 
program two weeks ago, 
the Red Cross gave out 
$1.3 billion to evacuees in 
more than 1.4 million 
households. It was the 
charity’s largest cash- 
assistance program ever
— double tlie amount of 
cash it distributed after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror­
ist attacks, according to 
financial statements.

“We went in knowing 
that we had a great need, 
almost an incomprehensi­
ble need,” said Michael 
Brackney, manager of the 
Red Cross’s client ser­
vices program.

But charity experts said 
that in this era, when a 
highly visible disaster 
can trigger an outpouring 
of hundreds of millions of 
dollars, relief groups are 
under enormous pressure 
to give the money away 
as quickly as possible or 
risk the ire of donors.

In the wake of the Sept. 
11 attacks, when the Red 
Cross was criticized for 
attempting to use some of 
the money to prepare for 
future disasters, donors 
have little tolerance for 
diverting funds to other 
causes, say those who 
study charitable giving. 
But that presents chal­
lenges to charities that 
usually are careful to par- 

 ̂cel out aid based on need.
“Sometimes they have 

so much money, there is 
no obvious, easy way to 
give it out,” said C. 
Eugene Steuerle, a senior 
fellow at the Urban 
Institute, who conducted 
studies of the money 
donated to charities after 
Sept. 11.

In the days after 
Katrina tore through the 
Gulf Coast, Red Cross offi­
cials realized they faced a 
gargantuan task.
Hundreds of thousands of 
evacuees fleeing the 
storm would need money 
quickly. Some left their 
homes with no identifica­
tion, no cash and no 
access to their local 
banks.

Red Cross workers usu­
ally meet individually 
with victims of disaster
— whether a house fire or 
a hurricane — to deter­
mine how much money 
will be needed to get 
through the first few 
days. But with more than 
1 rriillion evacuees headed 
to 47 states, Brackney 
said, “the scope became 
apparent, and we realized 
we had to enact nontradi- 
tional means for getting 
assistance to people.” 
Otherwise, Red Cross offi­
cials calculated, it might 
have taken until March to 
get all the cash to those 
who needed it.

Red Cross officials 
decided to give aid to 
those who lived in Zip 
codes designated by the 
Federal Emergency

Management Agency as 
the most severely dam­
aged areas. They also set 
up call centers to field 
most of the claims — the 
first time in its history it 
had done so.

Regardless- of the dam­
age suffered or individual 
needs, payments to evac­
uees were the same: $360 
for a single-person house­
hold to a maximum of 
$1,565 for households with 
more than four people.

To run the call centers, 
the charity contracted 
with a North Carolina 
company, 2XCL, which in 
turn subcontracted with a 
Florida staffing company, 
Spherion Corp., to hire 
hundreds of temporary 
workers to handle calls to 
the Bakersfield center 
and smaller call centers 
in Falls Church and 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. Red 
Cross also arranged with 
Western Union to issue 
cash to evacuees after 
they had been approved 
for assistance through the 
call centers.

The call centers, howev­
er, soon became over­
whelmed. Up to 16,000 
calls a day flooded the 
Bakersfield center, where 
450 Spherion employees 
and Red Cross volunteers 
were on duty.

A Red Cross volunteer 
from Bowie, Md., who 
worked in the Bakersfield 
call center said the facili­
ty’s call agents had to use 
three or four awkward 
database systems to deter­
mine eligibility. It made 
it relatively easy to cheat 
by filing multiple claims, 
she said, asking that her 
name not be used because 
she is an active volunteer.

Some evqcuees
remained on hold as long 
as eight hours while wait­
ing for an available call 
center agent. Sometimes 
they Tell asleep.

“We would have to get 
on the phone and yell: 
Hello! Hello! Hello!”’ said 

Jen Elliott of Bowling 
Green, Ohio, a volunteer 
who worked in the. 
Bakersfield call center in 
September. If they were 
unable to wake up callers, 
they would have to hang 
up, she said.

The work was stressful, 
workers said. Some frus­
trated evacuees who had 
spent days trying to get 
through cursed and 
shouted at the workers.

Some Spherion employ­
ees, according to criminal 
complaints filed in the 
cases, found ways to 
manipulate the system to 
their advantage.

Information provided by 
victims — such as names, 
addresses and birthdates 
— was supposed to be ver­
ified by call center agents 
before evacuees were 
issued a claim number 
that they could submit to 
a Western Union office to 
receive payment.

But word spread 
through the center, prose­
cutors said, that the sys­
tem’s security could be 
circumvented. Some 
Spherion call center 
workers started creating 
files for themselves and 
for others, obtaining 
claim numbers and pick­
ing up cash at local 
Western Unions, prosecu­
tors said.

In one fairly typical 
case, according to the 
indictments, three 
Spherion workers -  23- 
year-old Robert Johnson, 
19-year-old Aminah 
Randle and 20-year-old 
Candice Brown — alleged­
ly set up false accounts 
for one another and for 
several relatives and 
friends. All have been

CASH NOW
FORSTRUCTUAEDSETIUIIIEIITS, 

ANNUITIES and INSURMKEMVIXnS

(8001794’7310
J A  Wiiilworth mim CASH NOW 

fcfHiuctutw«lt$miniiflM

As seen 
on TV.

charged with wire hraud.
Johnson’s sister, 

Nashima Johnson, was 
arrested after she picked 
up relief funds at a 
Western Union outlet in a 
check-cashing store in 
Bakersfield. The store 
manager recognized her 
as a regular who had 
lived in Bakersfield for 
several years and called 
the FBI.

Among those indicted, 
six people have pleaded 
guilty.

Red Cross officials 
emphasize that no Red 
Cross workers have been 
accused in the fraud and 
that the' amount stolen 
was a tiny fraction of 
their cash program. They 
plan to seek restitution.

But they say they have 
learned from the experi­
ence. They are testing 
systems for the next hur­
ricane season that offer 
more security but also 
speed up the process for 
victims.

“We knew we ran the 
risk of putting assistance 
in the hands of potential­
ly unscrupulous individu­
als not affected by the 
hurricanes,” Joe Becker, 
a Red Cross official, told a 
congressional Ways and 
Means subcommittee at a 
hearing this month on the 
charity response.

REGISTER
Continued from Page lA

card and their card 
should be mailed^o tliehi 
in time for the Nov»»raber 
election.

“For those who can’t get 
out, they can call us and 
we’ll mail them the form. 
They can fill it out and 
just mail it back to us. It’s 
a very easy process.” 

Bloom said the registra­

tion cards require a Texas 
driver’s license or identi­
fication card number, or 
the last four digits of the 
prospective voter’s Social 
Security number.

“If the person register­
ing doesn’t have any of 
that information, there’s 
a box on the card they 
can check and still com­
plete the process,” said 
Bloom. “However, their 
name will be flagged in 
the computer, and when

they go to the polls to 
vote, they will be asked to 
present identification.” -

Bloom said anyone who 
isn’t sure about their reg­
istration status should 
contact her office, and if a 
replacement card is need­
ed, one can be provided 
free of charge.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk<(£bigspringher- 
ald.com

SALES
Continued from Page lA

“We’re extremely 
pleased with . the 
turnout,” said Cofferen. 
“We actually came in 
above last year’s totals. 
People were definitely 
spending more money 
this year than they were 
in 2004.”

Much like Payless 
Shoesource, Cofferen said 
the numbers are still 
rolling in.

“We’re having a great 
deal of success with our 
after-Christmas sales and 
markdowns,” said
Cofferen.

Wal-Mart Supercenter 
Manager Oralia Granados 
said comparisons
between last year’s fig­

ures and totals produced 
by the 2005 shopping sea­
son are still unclear, but 
it’s definitely been a good" 
season for the department 
store giant.

“We’ve had a really 
good Christmas,” said 
Granados. “The cus­
tomers have been really 
patient, and you couldn’t 
ask for a better team of 
associates to work with. 
We’re very pleased.”

Granados said one of 
the toughest retail aspects 
of the Christmas season 
— gift returns and 
exchanges — should 
begin to kick in this 
week.

“As long as they have 
their receipt, we’re happy 
to give them a refund,” 
said Granados. “However, 
if they don’t have a

receipt we will give them 
in-store credit, which is 
what most of the busi­
nesses are doing this sea­
son.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232.
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FUNERAL HOME 
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Edward “Red” King, 
65, died Sunday. 
Graveside services will 
be at 2:00 PM Tuesday at 
Coahoma Cemetery.

Nita Ruth Edge, 86, 
died Sunday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

BEALLS
SALE 
6.99

nrrs* JEANS
FOR GUYS

[Men's and young 
I's  505’ regular-fit 
^ r  550' relaxed-fit 
ians. Reg. 40.00.'

MISSES
JEANS

By Bill Blass’, Levrs’, 
Gloria Vanderbilt’, more. 

Reg. 24.99-40.00.

49% OFF
VAN HEUSEN’ DRESS SHIRTS
Men’s shirts in a variety of styles/colors,
reg. 37.00, SALE 22.50. Entire stock ties, 19.99

25%  OFF
LONGHORN ROSE BOWL’
Logo tees, fleece, collectibles and more.
Reg. 18.00-58.00, SALE 13.50-43.50

14.99-19.99
GIRLS & BOYS LEVI'S’ JEANS
Girls 2T-16 517' flare-legs. Boys 2T-20 loose-fit, 
5-pocket styles and carpenters. Reg. 22.00-30.00.

39% OFF
GIRLS & BOYS FURNISHINGS
Tights, underwear, socks, bras and more.
Reg. 3.50-12.00, SALE 2.45-8.40

24.99-34.99
JUNIORS FASHION DENIM
By Vigoss’ Jeans, Squeeze’, L.E.I.’ and more. 
Assorted wcishes. Reg. 34.00-44.00.

50% OFFBUY1,
GET1
LADIES BASIC PANTIES
A great selection, reg. 5.50-9.50.
*2nd Item must be equal or lesser value

BUY1,
GET1 50% OFF
ALL BRAS AND SHAPEWEAR
By Playtex', Maidenform' and Flexees'.
Reg. 1 4.00-47.00. '2nd item must be equal Of lesser value

34.99-49.99
REEBOK & NEW BALANCE SHOES
Ladies "Princess", men's "Classic Ace" and 
ladies and men’s ”601’! Reg. 45.00-60.00.

AFTER-CHRISTMAS CLEARANCE!

SAVE 18 W/o
WHEN YOU USE YOUR BONUS SAVINGS COUPONS BELOW!

BONUS COUPON VALID THRU JANUARY 2

EXTRA 25%  OFF
A N Y  S I N G L E  C L E A R A N C E  I T E M

BFALLS

BONUS COUPON VALID THRU JANUARY 2

EXTRA 25%  OFF
A N Y  S I N G L E  C L E A R A N C E  I T E M

B fA L L S

frotsl tavingt off original pncea. Salaction variaa by Mora. Imarni mailidowfna may hava baan lakan Enlita stock only wtiara IndicaMd.

TUES., DEC. 27 -10 AM • 9 PM 
WED.. DEC. 28 -10 AM - 9 PM

BEALLS HOURS
THURS., DEC. 29 -10 AM • 9 PM 
FRI., DEC. 30 -10 AM - 9 PM ,

SAT., DEC. 31 -10 AM - 6 PM 
SUN., JAN. 1 - CLOSED
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Obituaries Fire/EMS
E ddie W hite

Eddie White, 82, of Stanton died Saturday. Dec. 24, 
2005, in a Big Spring nursing home. Funeral services 
are 3 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2005, at the First 
United Methodist Church of Stanton with the Rev. 
Daniel Armstrong ofRciating. Interment will follow at 
Evergreen Cemetery.

The family will receive friends and relatives today 
from 6 p.m. until 7 p.m.

He was born May 11, 1923, in Clybelt Spring, Ga., 
and married Lovell Simon White Feb. 24, 1979, in 
Stanton. She preceded him in death Aug. 29,1996. He 
served in the United States Army during World War II 
and came to Martin County in 1938. He worked as a 
mechanic for John Deere in Stanton, Lovington, 
Midland and Brady and as a custodian in Lovington 
and Stanton schools for four years. He was a member 
of First United Methodist Church.

Survivors include one son and daughter-in-law, 
Richard and Charlotte White of Lenorah; one daughter 
and son-in-law, Linda and Walter Taylor of Stanton; 
four grandchildren; three great-granddaughters; and 
two great-grandsons.

He was preceded in death by five brothers, Walter 
White, Newt White, Henry White, D.M. “Slim” White, 
Dewey White, an infant sister and one granddaughter.

The family suggests memorials made to Alzheimer’s 
Association, 4400 N. Big Spring St., Midland 79705 or 
to a,favorite charity.

Arrangements under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be 
made at www.npwelch.com.
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Sue Pool
Sue Pool, 100, of Big Spring died Monday, Dec. 26, 

2005, at her residence. Her services are pending with 
Nalley Pickle and Welch Funeral Home and 
Crematory of Big Spring.

,•> The Big Spring Fire Department reported the foUow- 
ilng activity;
r. • MEDICAL was reported' in the 1300 block 
Mesquite. One person was transported to SMMC.

,, • MEDICAL was reported in the 2600' block 
F)Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block 
Wasson! Service was .»-efused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1900 block 
Wasson. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 700 block 
Highland. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 800 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the inter­
section of Fifth Street and Settles. One person was 
transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block 
Chanute. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block 
Virginia. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 200 block 
Highland. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2600 block of North 
Anderson Road. Service was refused.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 2900 block of West 
Highway 80. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported near the 190 mile marker 
of Interstate Highway 20. Service was refused.

• STRUCTURE FIRE was reported in the 500 block 
of Gregg Street.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 300 block 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1700 block 
Lancaster. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported in the 1800 block of North

Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriffs Office reported the fol­

lowing activity:
• JOSE MANUEL BUSTILLO, 30, was arrested 

Friday on a charge of violation of parole.
• DEVON LEE BUTLER, 20, was transferred to the 

county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of posses­
sion of marijuana - more then two ounces less than 
four ounces and possession of a controlled substance.

• STEVEN RAY EVANS, 17, was transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of posses­
sion of marijuana - more then two ounces less than 
four .ounces and possession of a controlled substance.

• TONY RANDALL PARTEE, 46, was transferred to 
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on charges of dri­
ving while intoxicated - third or more offense and a 
probation violation.

• RICKY LEE TATE, 17, waS transferred to the 
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of posses- 
sion/consumption of alcohol by a minbr - third offense 
enhanced.

• MIGUEL ANGEL GRAJEDA, 43, was arrested 
Friday by DPS on a charge of driving while license 
invalid.

• JONETT\ r ASTORIA TATE, 41, was arrested
'iay by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi- 

Lĉ ied - second offense.
• MICHAEL SCHELL MADRY, 43, was arrested 

Saturday by DPS on a charge of driving while intoxi­
cated.

• CURTIS DWAYNE WOODRUFF, 20, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on a charge of minor in consumption 
of an alcoholic beverage.

• NATHANIEL JAMAL AUSBIE, 22, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of possession of a con­
trolled substance, possession of marijuana - two 
ounces or less and possession of marijuana in a penal 
institution.

• TYRONE DEION SMITH, 25, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of unlawful possession of 
a f irearm by a felon and theft of a firearm.

• BRIAN EUGENE VANDERBILT, 26, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of no driver’s license, fail­
ure to appear and terroristic threats.

• JOHN BASCOM WINTERS, 37, was arrested 
Saturday by DPS on charges of theft by check, public 
intoxication/capias pro fines and driving while license 
invalid.

• CHANCELLA MCKENZIE PARRISH, 21, was
transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
a charge of possession of marijuana, two ounces or 
less.

• SHEILA CAIN, 32, was transferred to the county 
jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of driving while 
license invalid.

• JOE OLIVIO JR., 33, was transferred to the coun­
ty jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of driving 
while intoxicated.

• JOSE ALFREDO MELENDEZ, 22, was transferred 
to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of 
evading arrest or detention.

• CARTAVIOUS JEROME GROAGE, 17, was trans 
ferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on two 
charges of criminal mischief.

• GONZALO HERNANDEZ GONZALEZ, 29, was 
transferred to the county jail Saturday by the BSPD on 
charges of driving while intoxicated and driving while 
license suspended - enhanced.

• VICTOR MANUEL CASTILLO, 33, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of driving while intoxicat­
ed with a passenger 15 years or younger, no driver’s 
license, failure to maintain financial responsibility.

Police blotter

Freiiwo,ProiieRi
HORMONE REPLACEMENT drugs 
Prempro and the combination of 
Premarin and Provera have been 
linked to cancer, strokes, blood dots 
and lupus. If you or someone you love 
took these drugs and has been diag­
nosed with one of these illnesses, you 
may be entitled to damages, but
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ACCEPTS MEDICAID
Obstetrical Care at Midland Memorial Hospital 
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r
Highway 87. One person was transported to the 
VAMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 300 block of 
Aylesford. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 600 block of Sgt. 
Paredez. One person was transported to SMMC.

• TRAUMA was reported In the 2600 block of Gregg 
Street. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of 
Settles. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported In the 1500 block of 
Scurry. One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3600 block of Dixon. 
One person was transported to SMMC.

• MEDICAL was reported in the 3200 block of 
Parkway. One person was transported to SMMC.
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• HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM I^ COLLECTING 
RECIPES to be included in a 2006 cookbook which 
will display memories of Big Spring over the years. 
Share your memories an^ your recipes. Contact the 
Hangar at 264-1999 for recipe forms.

• HOME HOSPICE HAS COOKBOOKS with nearly 
500 recipes on sale for $18 with proceeds to benefit 
Hospice House. Recipes submitted by volunteers, coor 
dinators and owners of Home Hospice. Call Sherry 
Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

of

of

• THE HOWARD COUNTY CHILD WELFARE 
BOARD seeks Christmas help for the 69 children in 
foster care. To ‘adopt’ a child or family for the holl 
days, contact Patti Richard at 432-559-6953 or 268-4550.

• ODYSSEY HOSPICE NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to
work in the office and perform patient services. For 
more information or to volunteer, call 263-5999.

littering and violation of a promise to appear.
• DAVID ANDREW BELEW, 29, was transferred to 

the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
interfering with an emergency phone call.

• JAMES ANTHONY BURNS, 47, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of fail­
ure to identify as a fugitive from justice - giving false 
information and insufficient funds checks.

• ERIC MARTIN ZARRAGA, 22, was transferred to 
the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of 
evading arrest or detention.

• CATHERINE RENEE CHISM, 19, was transferred 
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of 
possession of marijuana - two ounces or less and dri­
ving while license invalid.

• JOHN MANUEL SOLIS, 20, was transferred to the 
county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of assault 
on a public servant - Collin County warrant.

• CHRISTOPlIBtl AI.LEN BRIGHT, 23, was arrest­
ed Sunday by the HCSO on charges of criminal mis­
chief, theft, expired motor vehicle inspection certifi­
cate - capias fines and failure to appear.

• YESENIA SAUCEDA LEDESMA. 18, was arrested 
Sunday by DPS on charges of failure to identify as a 
fugitive from justice, bondsman off bond for theft, pro­
bation violation and failure to appear.
; • JESUS LEDESMA, 46, was arrested Sunday by 
I DPS on charges of forgery to defraud or harm another, 
failure to identify as a fugitive from justice, two 

‘ charges of tampering with governmental records to 
defraud or harm, no liability insurance/failure to 
maintain financial responsibility and evading arrest 
or detention.

• HEATHER ATKINSON, 25, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman off bond for pos­
session of a controlled substance.

• ENRIQUE MAYERS III, 27, was transferred to the 
county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of dri­
ving while intoxicated.

• DONALD FRANK ATKINSON, 56, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of unlawful posses­
sion of a firearm by a felon, parole violation - burglary 
of a building and possession of drug paraphernalia.

• TRAVIS CLINT HULL, 32, was arrested Monday 
by the HCSO on charges of unlawful possession of a 
firearm by a felon, possession of drug paraphernalia 
and possession of a shotgun/prohibited weapon.

• DANYA LEE ATKINSON, 28, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on charges of unlawful posses­
sion of a firearm by a felon and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM that delivers 
meals to the elderly and homebound needs volunteers 
to deliver meals. If you can spare one hour per week 
to deliver eight or 10 meals, you are needed. About 85 
to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and delivered to 
recipients within the city limits of Big Spring. If you 
can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

• ROAD TO RECOVERY, sponsored by the 
American Cancer Society, seeks volunteers to drive 
cancer patients to treatment in Midland. This requires 
just a few hours commitment each month. To volun­
teer, or to request a ride for treatment, call LaWanda 
Hamm at 263-7827.

• BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are 
in critical need of foster families. Foster parents are 
the caretakers for the children in the commu; ity who 
have been abused or neglected. For more infoi nation 
on becoming foster parents or adoptive families, call 
the Children’s Protective Services office at 263-9669.

Weather
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 1-10-12-15-29. 
Number matching five of five: none.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday 
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-15-16-19. Bonus Ball; 20. 
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 

none.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing: 

$225,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 5-1-4

Lottery

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• LANCE ALAN LISTER, 27, of 2405 Alabama, wa§ 
arrested Monday on charges of driving while license 
suspended - enhanced and possession of drug para- 
ph^nalia.

• DANYA LEE ATKINSON, 27, of *110 Scouthut 
Road, was arrested Monday and held for the HCSO.

Tonight—Mostly clear. Colder. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Northwest winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday—Increasing clouds. Highs in the upper 
60s. West winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday night—Mostly clear. Lows in the lower 
30s. West winds around 10 mph.

Thursday—Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 70s. 
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night—Increasing clouds. Lows around 40. 
Friday—Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
Friday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Saturday—Partly cloudy. Highs around 70.
Saturday night—Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s. 
New years day—Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 

70s.
Sunday night—Partly cloudy. Lows around 40. 
Monday—Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 60s.
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FRAUD
Continued from Page l A

I

the Bakersfield area have, 
been indicted in the past 
three months for filing 
false claims with the cen­
ter.

More indictments are 
expected soon, said 
Stanley Boone, an assis­
tant U.S. attorney in 
Bakersfield.

The incident reveals a 
sometimes chaotic system 
that the Red Cross cob­
bled together after the 
devastating storm in 
order to put cash into the 
hands of desperate evac­
uees. Many had fled their 
homes with only the 
clothing they wore and 
what they could carry.

Before winding up the 
program two weeks ago, 
the Red Cross gave out 
$1.3 billion to evacuees in 
more than 1.4 million 
households. It was the 
charity’s largest cash- 
assistance program ever
— double the amount of 
cash it distributed after 
the Sept. 11, 2001, terror­
ist attacks, according to 
financial statements.

“We went in knowing 
that we had a great need, 
almost an incomprehensi­
ble need,” said Michael 
Brackney, manager of the 
Red Cross’s client ser­
vices program.

But charity experts said 
that in this era, when a 
highly visible disaster 
can trigger an outpouring 
of hundreds of millions of 
dollars, relief groups are 
under enormous pressure 
to give the money away 
as quickly as possible or 
risk the ire of donors.

In the wake of the Sept. 
11 attacks, when the Red 
Cross was criticized for 
attempting to use some of 
the money to prepare for 
future disasters, donors 
have little tolerance for 
diverting funds to other 
causes, say those who 
study charitable giving. 
But that presents chal­
lenges to charities that 
usually are careful to par­
cel out aid based on need.*

“Sometimes they have 
so much money, there is 
no obvious, easy way to 
give it -out,” said C. 
Eugene Steuerle, a senior 
fellow at the Urban 
Institute, who conducted 
studies of the money 
donated to charities after 
Sept. 11.

In the days after 
Katrina tore through the 
Gulf Coast, Red Cross offi­
cials realized they faced a 
gargantuan task.
Hundreds of thousands of 
evacuees fleeing the 
storm would need money 
quickly. Some left their 
homes with no identifica­
tion, no cash and no 
access to their local 
banks.

Red Cross workers usu­
ally meet individually 
with victims of disaster
— whether a house fire or 
a hurricane — to deter­
mine how much money 
will be needed to get 
through the first few 
days. But with more than 
1 million evacuees headed 
to 47 states, Brackney 
said, “the scope became 
apparent, and we realized 
we had to enact nontradi- 
tional means for getting 
assistance to people.” 
Otherwise, Red Cross offi­
cials calculated, it might 
have taken until March to 
get all the cash to those 
who needed it.

Red Cross officials 
decided to give aid to 
those who lived in Zip 
codes designated by the 
Federal Emergency

Management Agency as 
the most severely dam­
aged areas. They also set 
up call centers to field 
most of the claims — the 
first time in its history it 
had done so.

Regardless of the dam­
age suffered or individual 
needs, payments to evac­
uees were the same: $360 
for a single-person house­
hold to a maximum of 
$1,565 for households with 
more than four people.

To run the call centers, 
the charity contracted 
with a North Carolina 
company, 2XCL, whiqh in 
turn subcontracted with a 
Florida staffing company, 
Spherion Corp., to hire 
hundreds of temporary 
workers to handle calls to 
the Bakersfield center 
and smaller call centers 
in Falls Church and 
Niagara Falls, N.Y. Red 
Cross also arranged with 
Western Union to issue 
cash to evacuees after 
they had been approved 
for assistance through the 
call centers.

The call centers, howev­
er, soon became over­
whelmed. Up to 16,000 
calls a day flooded the 
Bakersfield center, where 
450 Spherion employees 
and Red Cross volunteers 
were on duty.

A Red Cross volunteer 
from Bowie, Md., who 
worked in the Bakersfield 
call center said the facili­
ty’s call agents had to use 
three or four awkward 
database systems to deter­
mine eligibility. It made 
it relatively easy to cheat 
by filing multiple claims, 
she said, asking that her 
name not be used because 
she is an active volunteer.

Some evacuees
remained on hold as long 
as eight hours while wait­
ing for an available call 
center agent. Sometimes, 
they fell asleep.

“We would have to get 
on the phone and yell: 
Hello! Hello! Hello!”’ said 

Jen Elliott of Bowling 
Green, Ohio, a volunteer 
who worked in the 
Bakersfield call center in 
September. If they were 
unable to wake up callers, 
they would have to hang 
up, she said.

The work was stressful, 
workers said. Some frus­
trated evacuees who had 
spent days trying to get 
through cursed and 
shouted at the workers.

Some Spherion employ­
ees, according to criminal 
complaints filed in the 
cases, found ways to 
manipulate the system to 
their advantage.

Information provided by 
victims — such as names, 
addresses and birthdates 
— was supposed to be ver­
ified by call center agents 
before evacuees were 
issued a claim number 
that they could submit to 
a Western Union office to 
receive payment.

But word spread 
through the center, prose­
cutors said, that the sys­
tem’s security could be 
circumvented. Some 
Spherion call center 
workers started creating 
files for themselves and 
for others, obtaining 
claim numbers and pick­
ing up cash at local 
Western Unions, prosecu­
tors said.

In one fairly typical 
case, according to the 
indictments, three

> Spherion workers — 23- 
year-old Robert Johnson, 
19-year-old Aminah 
Randle and 20-year-old 
Candice Brown — alleged­
ly set up false accounts 
for one another and for 
several relatives and 
friends. All have been

CASH NOW
FOR STRUCTURED SnnBKIin, 

ANNUITIES and INSURANCE MYDUTS
(800) 794-7310

JXL WMilworth m im  CASH NOW 
lorlbuchwdliltlimiiibl

As seen 
on TV.

charged with wire fTaud. ‘
Johnson’s sister, 

Nashima Johnson, was 
arrested after she picked 
up relief funds at a 
Western Union outlet in a 
check-cashing store in 
Bakersfield. The store 
manager recognized her 
as a regular who had 
lived in Bakersfield for 
several 'years and called 
the FBI.

Among those indicted, 
six people have pleaded 
guilty.

Red Cross officials 
emphasize that no Red 
Cross workers have been 
accused in the fraud and 
that the amount stolen 
was a tiny fraction of 
their cash program. They 
plan to seek restitution.

But they say they have 
learned from the experi­
ence. They are testing 
systems for the next hur­
ricane season that offer 
more security but also 
speed up the process for 
victims.

“We knew we ran the 
risk of putting assistance 
in the hands of potential­
ly unscrupulous individu­
als not affected by the 
hurricanes,” Joe Becker, 
a Red Cross official, told a 
congressional Ways and 
Means subcommittee at a 
hearing this month on the 
charity response.

REGISTER
Continued from Page lA

card and their card 
should be mailed^o thehi 
in time for the November 
election.

“For those who can’t get 
out, they can call us and 
we’ll mail them the form. 
They can fill it out and 
just mail it back to us. It’s 
a very easy process.” 

Bloom said the registra­

tion cards require a Texas 
driver’s license or identi­
fication card number, or 
the last four digits of the 
prospective voter’s Social 
Security number.

“If the person register­
ing doesn’t have any of 
that information, there’s 
a box on the card they 
can check and still com­
plete the process,” said 
Bloom. “However, their 
name will be flagged in 
the computer, and when

they go to’ the polls to 
vote, they will be asked to 
present Identification.”

Bloom said anyone who 
isn’t sure about their reg­
istration status should 
contact her office, and if a 
replacement card is need­
ed, one can be provided 
free of charge.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7̂ 31 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk<s(bigspringher- 
ald.com

SALES
Continued from Page lA

“We’re extremely 
pleased with , the 
turnout,” said Cofferen. 
“We actually came in 
above last year’s totals. 
People were definitely 
spending more money 
this year than they were 
in 2004.”

Much like ‘ Payless 
Shoesource, Cofferen said 
the numbers are still 
rolling in.

“We’re having a great 
deal of success with our 
after-Christmas sales and 
markdowns,” said
Cofferen.

Wal-Mart Supercenter 
Manager Oralia Granados 
said comparisons
between last year’s fig­

ures and totals produced 
by the 2005 shopping sea­
son are still unclear, but 
it’s definitely been a good 
season for the department 
store giant.

“We’ve had a really 
good Christmas,” said 
Granados. “The cus­
tomers have been really 
patient, and you couldn’t 
ask for a better team of 
associates to work with. 
We’re very pleased.”

Granados said one of 
the toughest retail aspects 
of the Christmas season 
— gift returns and 
exchanges — should 
begin to kick in this 
week.

“As long as they have 
their receipt, we’re happy 
to give them a refund,” 
said Granados. “However, 
if they don’t have a

receipt we will give them 
in-store credit, which is 
what most of the busi­
nesses are doing this sea­
son.”

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232.

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL HOME 

& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267 8288

Edward “Red” King, 
65, died Sunday. 
Graveside services will 
be at 2:00 PM Tuesday at 
Coahoma Cemetery.

Nita Ruth Edge, 86, 
died Sunday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

BEALLS
S' JEANS 

FOR GUYS
Men's and young 
s 505* regular-fit 
r 550' relaxed-fit 

lans. Reg. 40.00.

MISSES
JEANS

By Bill Blass’ Levi's’, 
Gloria Vanderbilt', more. 

Reg. 24.09-40.00.

40% OFF
VAN HEUSEN’ DRESS SHIRTS
Men's shirts in a variety of styles/colors,
reg. 37.00, SALE 22.50. Entire stock ties, 19.99

2 5 %  O F
LONGHORN ROSE BOWL’
Logo tees, fleece, collectibles and more.
Reg. 18.00-58.00, SALE 13.50-43.50

14.99-19.99
GIRLS & BOYS LEVI’S' JEANS
Girls 2T-16 517' flare-legs. Boys 2T-20 loose-fit, 
5-pocket styles and carpenters. Reg. 22.00-30.00.

30% OFF
GIRLS & BOYS FURNISHINGS
Tights, underwear, socks, bras and more.
Reg. 3.50-12.00, SALE 2A5-8A0

24.99-34.99
JUNIORS FASHION DENIM
By Vigoss' Jeans, Squeeze’, L.E.I.’ and more. 
Assorted washes. Reg. 34.00-44.00.

50% OFFBUY1,
GET1
LADIES BASIC PANTIES
A great selection, reg. 5.50-9.50.
‘2nd Item must be equal ch lesser value

BUY1,
GET1 5 0 %  O F
ALL BRAS AND SHAPEWEAR
By Playtex", Maidenfoim' and Flexees'.
Reg. 14.00-47.00. ■2fxJ Item must be equal or le«;sef value

34.99-49.99
REEBOK & NEW BALANCE SHOES
Ladies ’’Princess", men’s "Classic Ace" and 
ladies and men’s ’’601’! Reg. 45.00-60.00.

AFTER-CHRISTMAS CLEARANCE!

SAVEISOO/o
WHEN YOU USE YOUR BONUS SAVINGS COUPONS BELOW!

BONUS COUPON VALID THRU JANUARY 2

EXTRA 25%  OFF
A N Y  S I N G L E  C L E A R A N C E  I T E M

BFALLS

BONUS COUPON VALID THRU JANUARY 2

EXTRA 25%  OFF
A N Y  S I N G L E  C L E A R A N C E  I T E M

BFALLS

hotal saving* off onginal pricM. Setsction varia* by alon Msrim mtffcdovms may ha*« b««n takan EntWa stock only wbora mckclad

TUES., DEC. 27 -10 AM • 9 PM 
WED., DEC. 28 -10 AM - 9 PM

BEALLS HOURS
THURS., DEC. 29 -10 AM • 9 PM 
FRI., DEC. 30 -10 AM - 9 PM

SAT., DEC. 31 - 10 AM - 6 PM 
SUN., JAN. 1 - CLOSED

2B S-0273
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Time running
short to file
for primaries
just

rime is running short for anyone who 
light be thinking about running for 

office in the March Democrat and 
Republican party primaries. There are 

1 few days left in the filing period. Your final 
opportunity is Monday.

There are already several locally contested 
races, which we are glad to see. It’s always a pos­
itive sign to see people interested in serving their 
community. Right now there are six people who 
have indicated they want to serve as the next 
county judge, two having filed on the Republican 
ticket and four on the Democratic ticket.

Two people have filed as Republicans for the 
Precinct 2 county commissioners post. To date, 
the Democratic Party has not generated a candi­
date for that race.

In the race for Precinct 4 county commissioner, 
there is one Democrat and one Republican.

One other local seat is contested. Two people 
have filed on the Republican ticket to fill the 
Precinct 1, Place 2 peace justice’s post. There is 
no Democratic challenger.

Offices up for election with just one candidate 
thus far are many: District judge, district clerk, 
county clerk, county treasurer, county surveyor 
and Precinct 2 peace justice.

That, it itself, is no reason to run, of course, 
unless you are a die-hard Republican or 
Democrat who believes in a straight ticket and 
that each office up for election should have a 
party representative on the ballot.

On a local scene, however, people are inclined 
to vote for whomever they believe will get the job 
done. Democrat or Republican. In Howard 
County, for instance, most of us want qualified, 
hard-working, friendly individuals to represent 
our interests. And just as importantly, if we are, 
say. Republican, we want our candidates to have 
those qualities. We want to know the individual, 
at least to some degree. It's the same for 
Democrats. We want to feel confident in that per­
son before we will cast our vote for him or her.

All of which is to say, most of us don’t want 
someone in office who is “just looking for a job’’ 
or running because he or she has a battle to wage 
or a single cause to support.

But if you are truly interested in representing 
the people — if that is your reason for thinking 
about seeking office — be advised that time is 
running short.

To file for office, contact your party chairman. 
Democratic Party Chairman Wayne Burns can be 
reached at 263-3903. Republican Party Chairman 
M argarita Durand-Hollis can be reached at 264- 
0973.

Good luck.

Y o u r  v ie w s

V

To THE E d it o r :
This Christmas season 

reminds us of the things 
for which we are thank­
ful.

The good people of Big 
Spring and Howard 
County supported our 
Farmers Market from 
July through October. 
With your help, the mar­
ket members were able to 
donate to many various 
causes. We gave a schol­
arship to a student at 
Howard College, donated 
produce for the Aggie 
auction and gave food to 
Isaiah 58 and Big Spring’s 
Katrina survivors.

We joined the chamber

of commerce to show 
more support for our 
community. Our group is 
also working on alterna­
tive fuel sources that 
could boost our area’s 
economy.

We are already gearing 
up for the 2006 season — 
hoping for bigger and bet­
ter gardens.

Thanks again for your 
loyalty to the market.

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! from 
the West Texas Producers 
and Farmers Market.

My son and I, a game to learn

S eb a stia n

M allaby

T ^ is  year my knowing 11- 
yesur-old was told to write 
to Santa Claus, partly to 
keep the hm going for his 

younger siblings and pEuTly 
because it forced him to write. He 
seized the opportunity to ask, nat­
urally, for a comput- • 
er game: more stuff 
to distract him from 
writing and books.
But, hey. I’m not too 
worried. Hillary 
Clinton may accuse 
computer games of 
“making the difficult 
job of being a parent 
even harder,” but I 
bought “Age of 
Empires III” with a 
clear parental con- 
science. The new 
conventional wisdom says that 
virtual games are healthy, enrich­
ing even. I’m thinking of trying 
them.

The new wisdom begins by ques­
tioning the idea that computer 
games cause violence. Lab tests 
have found that people do become 
aggressive right after a bout of 
zapping virtual enemies, but tests 
conducted outside labs have found 
no such result. For example, 
Dmitri Williams of the University 
of Illinois has tracked the behav­
ior of a group that played a gory 
monster-slaying fantasy game reg­
ularly for one month and com­
pared it with a game-free control 
group. The fantasy killers were no 
more likely to lose their tempers 
in real life.

Meanwhile, computer games 
have some advantages. They train 
players to master complex rules, 
to weigh odds and solve problems 
and make quick decisions. Indeed, 
players learn how to learn: The 
mysteries of a new and unknown 
game must be unlocked by trial 
and error. Marc Prensky, the 
author of the book “Don’t Bother 
Me, Mom — I’m Learning,” tells 
the story of Stephen Gillette, an 
entrepreneur who picked up his 
leadership and organizational

skills by playing online games. “I 
remember my mom and dad 
yelling at me,” he quotes Gillette 
as saying. ‘"They didn’t know I 
had a 200-person (online) guild to 
manage.”

Some games feature academic 
content. Spinach-pushing pmrents 
can buy games that teach algebra 
or engineering, and “America’s 
Army,” a game with some 6 mil­
lion players, includes an opportu­
nity to learn how to be a m ^ic. 
Even the rampantly entertaining 
“Age of Empires III” conveys a 
sense of history. You begin at the 
dawn of the 16th century, and 
work your way into the mid-19th; 
you can choose among eight 
European civilizations; and you’d 
better build up the technological 
base of your home city if you 
want your empire to flourish.

I’m waiting to see whether this 
game will wean my son off 
“RuneScape,” a multiplayer online 
fantasy. “RuneScape’s” attraction 
is partly that his friends play it; 
it’s a virtual after-school hangout. 
But the game’s main attraction 
lies in its business chailenge. My 
son has been buying logs, making 
longbows and selling them at a 
profit; he says the margins in the 
bow business fluctuate around 10 
percent. Lately he’s moved into 
buying magic herbs in bulk and 
retailing them individually. This 
is a dicier business, but the risk is 
balanced by reward. Herb-trading 
margins can be 100 percent or fat­
ter.

Edward Castronova of Indiana 
University has just come out with 
“Synthetic Worlds,” a book on the 
economics of these online univers­
es. He explains that currencies in 
games such as “RuneScape” are 
subject to inflation: In a shame­
lessly populist bid to keep players 
happy, game masters tend to be 
monetary doves.

Players can earn money by hack­
ing down trees or killing mon­
sters. Because there’s no limit to 
the number of monsters and trees 
available, the money supply grows

steadily.
When I first heard of this 

insight, I went home triumphantly 
to tell my son. He listened politely 
and told me that I’d only scratched 
the surface. Sure, the supply of 
money grows steadily, but the sup­
ply of swords and magic herbs 
grows, too, so prices move in both 
directions. For example, waves of 
aspiring bowmakers periodically 
flood into the industry, driving log 
prices upward. This pushes estab-^ 
lished bowmakers to quit, so log 
prices collapse. Although he didn’t 
use the phrase, my son was 
describing a classic boom-bust 
cycle.

This account of two-way price 
moves fits with the remarkably 
detailed data one can find on 
trends in computer-game curren­
cies, which trade against the dol­
lar on well-developed markets. Of 
the 14 online games tracked by 
GameUSD.com, 10 have currencies 
that have fallen against the dollar 
over the past month, confirming 
the insight that games tend to 
monetary populism and inflation. 
But three of the games have 
steady exchange rates, and one 
game, “Eve,” has a currency that’s 
gained 15 percent against the 
greenback since November -sup­
port for the view that deflation 
can occur in virtual economies.

I’m sure that not all games are 
good for you, just as not all 
movies or newspaper articles 
improve your intellect or morals. 
Williams, the professor at the 
University of Illinois, has studied 
the impact of computer games on 
social patterns, and he finds 
results both good and troubling. 
But games that teach 11-year-olds 
about inflation or history can’t be 
all evil, and they may be an 
improvement on Clue or Monopoly 
for all I know. Besides, kids clear­
ly enjoy them. That surely ought 
to count for something.

Sebastian Mallaby is a member 
of The Washington Post’s editorial 
page staff.
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Who let the dogs out this time?

Debra

Saunders

S h erry  N ew to n , 
MARKET MANAGER,

B ig  S pr in g

L os Angeles Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa never should 
have promised that he 
would fire L.A.

Department of Animal Services 
head Guerdon Stuckey when he 
was running for mayor.

Why? Because, when 
Villaraigosa fired Stuckey last
week, he rewarded _________
the violent tactics of 
the Animal Defense 
League and anony­
mous animal-rights 
activists who oppose 
city shelters eutha­
nizing unwanted ani­
mals.

I, too, would like to 
see all city animal 
shelters adopt the no­
kill policies support­
ed by pet lovers. But 
I understand that 
shelters don’t euthanize dogs and 
cats for kicks. They are over­
whelmed with unwanted animals. 
The culprits are people who don’t 
spay, neuter or take loving care of 
their pets — not those who work 
in shelters.

Even People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals kills ani­
mals in its shelter. In fact, PETA’s 
2(X)3 rate for euthanizing animals 
was more than 85 percent. That’s 
worse than Los Angeles, which is 
expected to euthanize half its ani­
mal population this year — 
according to the Los Angeles Daily 
News. As Rafael Pizarro of the 
union that represents Los Angeles 
shelter workers noted, putting ani­
mals down is devastating for those 
who must do it.

No wonder, then, that 149 
Animal Service employees — 
about half of the department — 
sent a letter to Villaraigosa
protesting Stuckey’s dismissal.

“The terrorists will never be satis­
fied,” they wrote. “They will never 
go away. It is time you stand up to 
them.”

Anonymous activists have been 
harassing L.A. animal workers for 
some time.

They planted a smoke bomb in 
the building where former Animal 
Services Director Stuckey lived. 
The car of Stuckey’s predecessor, 
Jerry Greenwalt, was spray-paint- 
-ed with the word “murderer.”

Los Angeles City Attorney Rocky 
Delgadillo recently filed charges 
against the Animal Defense 
League for a two-year campaign of 
harassment against department 
manager David Diliberto. ADL 
leaders reportedly gave out 
Diliberto’s address and announced 
to their followers “action alerts”
— which entailed pounding on the 
door of his home at night, shout­
ing at his four children, threaten­
ing his wife ... they even posted 
online the address of a neighbor 
who complained. There was a 
bomb threat. In August, two peo­
ple dressed as mortuary workers 
showed up at his home to pick up 
a dead body. A false report of gun­
shots brought three squad cars 
and a police helicopter to the 
Diliberto home.

Angeleno author Joel Kotkin fig 
ures Villaraigosa made “a promise 
which I’m sure he’s sorry he 
made.”

The mayor’s spokesman, Joe 
Ramallo, argued that Villaraigosa 
did not cave in to animal-rights 
extremists, but instead that 
Villaraigosa tried to work with 
Stuckey but “this guy was not up 
to the job.” (Los Angeles Daily 

•News writer Rick Orlov reported 
that Stuckey had no animal expe­
rience when he took the job and , 
“he didn’t even have a pet.”) With

Villaraigosa’s support of the crimi­
nal charges, Ramallo added, his 
boss is “doing something that 
upsets both sides.”

Sorry, but I have to agree with 
David Martosko of the Center for 
Consumer Freedom, who observed 
that when you give in to terror­
ists, “you’re just asking for more 
trouble.” The mayor’s spokesman 
told me that Villaraigosa will 
stand by Stuckey’s replacement,
Ed Boks, if the rat-huggers attack 
him.

Except Boks speaks their weird 
language.

As the Los Angeles Times report­
ed, Boks said of the extremists’ 
aggression; “Usually it erupts into 
what you call radicalism when 
people feel they haven’t been lis­
tened to.”

What you call radicalism? Try: 
threatening families, scaring chil­
dren and destroying other people’s 
property.

Not listened to? ADL spokesman 
Jerry Vlasak recently appeared 
before the Senate and on “60 
Minutes” justifying the murder of 
medical researchers who use lab 
animals.

When radicals of any stripe — 
anti-abortion, anti-trade or anti­
shelter — get what they want after 
resorting to harassment and intim 
idation, know that other extrem­
ists are paying attention. That’s 
why you don’t reward them. Ever.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders a t , 
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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Support groups help new mothers avoid isolation
By BARBARA FEOER 
OSTROV
0<rT) -

At a certain point after 
you have your first baby, 
after the relatives have 
come and gone, after Dad 
is back at work, after 
your mom stops calling 
every day to “see how 
you’re doing,” the truth 
strikes home with all the 
inevitability of a soggy 
diaper:

You have to get out of 
the house. You have to 
make some new friends 
who also have babies. 
And if you don’t do either 
one pretty soon, you’re 
going to go quietly, deeply 
bonkers.

“Raising a new baby is 
overwhelming,” says 
Stephanie Wemusa, 
whose daughter, Laila, 
was born four years ago. 
“You’re not getting 
enough sleep, you’re total­
ly consumed by taking 
care of this kid, you’re 
not talking to grown-ups. 
No one else necessarily 
has a brand-new baby, 
even though you have lots 
of friends. No one else is 
doing what you’re doing. 
What could be more iso­
lating?”

It might have been easi­
er to forge common 
ground with other moth­
ers in earlier times, when 
fewer women worked full 
time outside the home, 
and relatives seldom 
strayed far from their 
hometowns. Today, how­
ever, many women can 
find themselves on mater­
nity leave without know­
ing a single mother who 
lives nearby.

The resulting isolation 
and loneliness new moth­
ers often feel can lower 
self-esteem and exacer­
bate postpartum depres­
sion, says • ' Kmren 
Friedland-Brown, parent- 
education coordinator at 
the Parents Place family 
resource center in Palo 
Alto. Calif.

The enforced solitude 
that comes with raising a 
baby in the early months 
can make your life miser­
able whether you plan to 
go back to your job soon 
or raise kids full time for 
awhile. And it’s even 
worse for mothers of col­
icky or otherwise high- 
maintenance babies.

“Isolation breeds isola­
tion. The more you stay at 
home, the longer you stay 
home, the harder it is to 
get out,” Friedland-Brown 
said. “You begin to feel 
unattractive, uninterest­
ing, like you can’t have a 
conversation or be 
social.”

Friedland-Brown often 
assigns the mothers she 
counsels to make a plan

for getting out of the 
house every single day. A 
daily outing, whether for 
a Gymboree class, sup­
port group meeting or 
even a walk around the 
block, requires showering 
and putting on clothes, “a 
powerful act” that makes 
women feel human again, 
she says.

Hera Hong-Lee recalls 
trying to do it all on her 
own when her first child, 
Brody, was born in April. 
Her husband went back to 
work a week after the 
baby came, and she knew 
precious few people in 
San Jose, Calif., having 
moved from Boston when 
she was pregnant.

Making new friends was 
important to Hong-Lee, 
who worked in hospital 
administration and for a 
bridal designer in Boston: 
She plans to stay home 
while considering a 
career change. So she 
checked out a support 
group for new mothers 
run by Good Samaritan 
Hospital in San Jose.

“Everyone was so nice, 
and since they all were in 
the same boat, it was real­
ly easy to talk to them,” 
Hong-Lee said. “It was 
really comforting.”

Now she is so active in 
one of the mother’s 
groups organized by the 
hospital that she moder­
ates its online message 
group.

Wemusa subscribes to 
the “it takes a village” 
philosophy not just for 
raising children, but also 
for taking care of herself. 
After being active in Las 
Madres, a well-known 
mother’s group based in 
San Jose, Wemusa started 
a chapter of Mocha 
Moms, a national mothers 
group for women of color. 
Her involvement in moth­
ers’ groups has been a 
lifesaver, she says, and 
has handed her lasting 
friendships.

“It totally keeps you 
sane, especially if you’ve 
been a career woman,” 
said Wemusa, a staffing 
program manager who 
took time off to care for 
her daughter and now 
wants to return to work 
full time.

“You work 24/7 as a 
mother _ there’s no break. 
You’ve never done any­
thing harder in your life."

How to connect
Here are some tips for 

creating your own village 
from Karen Friedland- 
Brown, Stephanie
Wemusa, Hera Hong-Lee 
and other mothers who 
have done it.

Join something. Doesn’t 
matter what it is, as long 
as it gets you out of the 
house. Mothers’ groups 
abound. Local hospitals

Oregon surfer recovering 
from bout with qreat white

PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) 
— A surfer who fended off 
a great white shark by 
punching it in the nose 
said he learned the tactic 
by watching television 
shows such as the 
Discovery Channel’s 
“Shark Week.”

Brian Anderson, 36, 
remained hospitalized 
Monday but was expected 
to make a full recovery 
from lacerations on his 
ankle and calf.

“It’s like your worst 
nightmare,” Anderson 
said by phone from his 
Portland hospital bed, 
though he also ca ll^  the 
attack “an adventure 
which has made life that 
much more precious and

interesting.”
Anderson was at a pop­

ular surfing spot near 
Tillamook Head, south of 
the community of 
Seaside, on Saturday 
when something grabbed 
his leg. Realizing it was a 
shark, he slugged the 
predator repeatedly in the 
nose to get it to loosen its 
grip.

He said he learned from 
television shows, includ­
ing the Discovery 
Channel’s “Shark Week,” 
that a shark’s nose is its 
most sensitive area.

KRT pboto/Karwi T. Borchara

A group of five mothers and their six babies meet for a 
“playdate,” Dec. 9, 2005, at the San Jose home of Juiie 
Steinbrinck, top ieft, and her 7-month-old daughter, Gracie. 
At right, Steinbrinck, right, holds her 7-month-old daughter, 
Gracie, as Karen Wildt looks on In the background.

offer breast-feeding and 
general mothers support 
groups. There are exer­
cise boot camps for new 
moms, music and exer­
cise classes for infants, 
even mommy-and-me 
yoga workouts.

Run something. Even if 
you’re not a “joiner,” 
scheduling a play date at 
your home or moderating 
a mother’s group listserv, 
like Hong-Lee does, can 
help you reach out to 
other moms.

Go online. Many par­
ents’ groups have active 
listservs where you can 
post a question or vent 
frustrations and get an 
immediate response, not

to mention lots of sympa­
thy.

Exercise. Exercise. 
Exercise. Study after 
study has shown the 
power of exercise to lift 
mood. Besides, it’ll help 
you lose that pregnancy 
weight.

Be patient. Just because 
you meet someone with a 
baby the same age as 
yours doesn’t mean you 
have anything else in 
common. You may have 
to meet 20 moms before 
you find one you connect 
with. “It’s a lot like dat­
ing. You just have to keep 
putting yourself out 
there,” Friedland-Brown 
says.

Avoiding the travei bug nobody wants
Metro__________________

Travelers love to bring 
home lasting memories of 
their trips, but the flu 
isn’t one of them.

Getting sick far away 
from the comforts of 
home can ruin an entire 
vacation or business trip. 
Since travel often 
requires close contact 
with a large number of 
people, commuters are 
more susceptible to germs 
and flu than ever before.

“Confined to smaller 
spaces, breathing recy­
cled air, and touching 
more common surfaces, 
travelers have increased 
risk of infection,” said Dr. 
Robert Schiller, chairman 
of Family Medicine at 
Beth Israel Medical 
Center in New York City.

“The proximity of pas­
sengers and high occu­
pancy in airplanes, buses, 
trains and even cruise 
ships increases the 
chance of coming into 
contact with someone 
with flu. The anxiety of 
traveling, lack of exercise 
and sleep, and limited 
food choices associated 
with travel can take a toll 
on your health.",

Since flu is often trans­
mitted hand-to-hand, trav­
elers should wash their 
hands often and avoid 
rubbing their eyes or 
nose.

Schiller also advises 
travelers to avoid putting 
their faces directly on air- 
line-supplied pillows or 
blankets that haven’t 
been cleaned.

Another general rule for 
air passengers is to drink 
at least 4 to 8 ounces of 
water for every hour of 
flight time, which keeps 
the body hydrated and 
lessens the chance of 
catching a virus.

For those unfortunate 
enough to get sick while 
traveling, many doctors 
recommend homeopathic 
medicine to combat the 
first signs of flu and 
symptoms like fever, 
chills, body aches and 
pains.

“I recommend homeo­
pathic medicines like 
Oscillococcinum as a first 
course of treatment for 
everyone — from children 
age 2 and older to 
seniors,” said Schiller.

“In general, homeopath­
ic medicines are free of 
side effects and don’t 
interact with other drugs. 
They don’t mask symp­
toms so parents and doc­
tors can detect and 
respond faster if a more

serious condition should 
arise.”

Since homeopathic med­
icines can also be used in 
conjunction with other 
medications, they are safe 
for special-needs travelers 
like seniors and high-risk 
patients with heart dis­
ease or liver problems.

“Travel should be an 
enjoyable, stress-free 
experience for all 
involved,” Schiller said.

"Those who take to the 
roads, rails and skies 
should take any precau­
tions they can to ensure 
they are healthy enough 
to enjoy their time away.”
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£ ooklng healthy
and alert, the barn 
owl used the wind 

to lift up and fly away 
before the game warden 
could approach.

Every attempt, howev­
er, only resulted in her 
flying about two feet 
above the ground and 15- 
to-25 feet forward. For 
some reason, her wings 
were not giving her the 
escape she needed and 
the warden easily caught 
up with the owl and 
grabbed her.

“Looks like a healthy 
bird, but for some reason 
that owl can’t fly well,” 
said Harry Hopkins, a 
friend who brought the 
owl to us. From his 
description of her efforts, 
the warden and Harry 
had given us the probable 
cause, a hairline fracture.

Local veterinarian, 
Scott Burt and I agreed 
on the health of the owl, 
but could not find any 
fracture. Dr. Burt 
thought the owl had an 
excellent chance for 
recovery if the flight 
problem could be solved, 
so we made a trip to the 
Wildlife Center in 
Lubbock.

Only through x-ray 
could the tiny break be 
seen on the outer part of 
her wing; it could be 
mended but the bird 
would never be capable 
again of sustained llight 
during the night to feed

itself and its young.
Fortunately, the center 

needed another surrogate 
parent for incoming baby 
barn owls.

The owl was placed in a 
mew, an enclosed area for 
birds, with a male barn 
owl that was also non 
releasable. They bonded 
quickly, with the female 
draping one wing around 
the male.

When »we called some 
time later with baby barn 
owls from Crane, the cen­
ter’s manager said she 
had surrogate parents 
waiting for them.

When the owlets were 
placed with the adults 
owls it was instant fami­
ly. with the adults feed­
ing, nurturing, and teach­
ing the nestlings how to 
be owls.

Knowing the surrogate 
parents would be perma­
nent residents of the cen­
ter, the volunteers named 
the female “Harriet” after 
Harry, who helps trans­
port birds from around 
the Permian Basin to us.

The male was named 
“Wing.” As much as pos­
sible, surrogate parents 
for the young ensure that 
they do not become 
imprinted on man. When 
the young owls have 
feathered, recognize food 
and can kill it, and are 
flying, they are released 
in barns. Many farmers 
welcome the newcomers 
since barn owls are great

“Wing” is third from the left and “Harriet” is second from the right
CourtMjr photo

mousers.
In the picture accompa­

nying this column, 
“Wing” is third from the 
left. This is his typical 
leaning posture.

“Harriet” is second 
from the right. If you are

wondering how to tell the 
gender of a barn owl, the 
males are light or almost 
white and the females are 
much darker. At least 
this is a specie that is 
almost colored coded. 
Others are not. They are.

however, determined by 
their size.

At present, “Harriet” 
and “Wing” are still rais­
ing this year’s young. 
Due to the rains from last 
year and this year, the 
rodent population explod­

ed and is feeding many 
generations of barn owls.

Bebe McCasland. licens­
es, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, 
Department of the 
Interior; Texas Parks & 
Wildlife.

‘Fake baking’ or tanning beds especially dangerous cancer threat
Metro Service

Vacations to tropical 
locales are all the rage 
during winter months. 
Residents of snow-covered 
areas seek the relief and

culprit most recognized 
for causing cancer. 
Melanin, a pigment made 
by the skin, protects the 
skin by absorbing UV 
radiation.

^ r o ^ j^ o f  sandy -beaches
•a»*oeean -wtUers. 

High school and college 
students frequent
Caribbean resorts'during 
school recesses or family 
trips.

When packing for 
warm-weather destina 
tions, most rem“mt)er the 
requisite bathing suit, 
beach towel and sandals, 
among other necessities. 
However, many are now 
bringing along something 
else on their winter get 
aways that has a potential 
health threat a golden 
hue. courtesy of the local 
tanning salon.

In recent years, tanning 
salons have experienced a 
boom in business, partic­
ularly among adolescents.

According to Dr. Joshua 
Fox. dermatologist and 
spokesperson for the 
American Academy of 
Dermatology. fr(>quenting 
tanning salons has 
become a new trend for 
the younger generation.

He reports that at least 
10 percent of teenagers 
used a tanning salon in 
2004. Most visit the salon 
before weddings, school 
photos and vacations, all 
in an elTort to have what 
is perceived to be a 
healthy glow. Many teens 
fail to realize that tanning 
beds are as — if not more 
— dangerous than tan­
ning in the traditional 
sense.
Tanning Bed Threats

Just like the sun. tan 
ning beds give off UV 
radiation. Components of 
UV radiation include 
UVA, UVB and UVC.

UVB is considered the 
most harmful and is the

Darket;-skinned peopje 
are le^llikely t o ’SUfTei:
the cancerous effects of 
tanning beds than light­
skinned individuals. Yet 
either way, there is the 
risk.

Tanning beds are espe­
cially dangerous to 
teenagers, as their skin is ■ 
experiencing rapid cellu-.' 
lar activity. The powerful 
UV rays from the tanning^ 
beds can affect the skin, 
causing it to thin and bê  
less likely to heal proper^
ly-

Tanning beds can also 
compound the effects of 
prior sun damage, leading 
to a greater risk for vari­
ous types of skin cancer, 
including malignant 
melanoma.

It can take 10 to 30 years 
for melanoma to develop, 
so many don't realize the 
health risks until it is too 
late and years of skin 
damage have been experi­
enced.

Other risks with tan­
ning beds involve teens 
who are using acne med­
ications such as 
Tetracycline. The UV 
rays can react with the 
medications, causing pho­
tosensitive conditions 
like skin blisters. 
Lawmakers Take Action

Many states are now 
mandating that adoles­
cents have parental per­
mission before visiting a 
tanning salon. Such is the 
case in California, where 
Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed 
such a bill into law.

In Suffolk County, N.Y., 
anyone under 14 is 
banned from using tan­
ning beds and teens ages

14 to 18 must be accompa­
nied by a parent. In 
Nassau County, N.Y., law­
makers want signed 
parental approval or an 
accompanying parent 
before teens can frequent 
tanning salons. ^

Other states have' sinii- 
lar proposals awaiting 
approval. These laws 
make parents personally 
responsible for the wel­
fare of their children.

The idea is to make 
guardians realize that 
tanning presents a health 
— or even death — threat, 
and it should be taken 
just as seriously as the 
topics of promiscuous 
sex, drug use or drinking.

Dermatologists and oth­
ers want people to be 
more familiar with the 
risks associated with tan­
ning bed use. Right now, 
there are warning state­
ments posted on most 
beds, but they are long 
and involved, and most 
tanning bed users don’t 
even read them over.

W. Howard Cyr, Ph.D., 
of the FDA’s Center for 
Devices and Radiological 
Health, wants to change 
these warning statements 
to bulleted text, which is 
easier to read, so more 
tanners will be in the 
know.
Golden Alternatives

Avoiding the sun and 
tanning beds does not 
mean the paler members 
of societ need to spend

their lives with pasty 
white skin. There are 
other, safer alternatives.

Many salons and spas 
offer spray-tan services, 
where an FDA-approved 
colorant is sprayed on the 
skin to mimic the glow of 
a natural tan. The color 
will last anywhere from a 
few days to a week.

Do-it-yourself lotions, 
creams and sprays are 
also available at retail 
stores. Tanning pills, 
which contain color addi­
tives, are also available.

But these pills may 
cause side effects, like 
impaired vision, so their 
use is discouraged. 
Cosmetic companies also 
sell a variety of bronzers

Metro couftaay photo
Spray-on tans are a safer option than tanning beds and can 
offer a natural look.
and other powders, which 
can be dusted onto the 
face and body.

For more information 
on the risks of tanning, 
visit the National Cancer 
Institute’s Web site at 
www.cancer.gov.

Dr. Kimberly Saenz
Pediatrician
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Rangers, Millwood agree to deal
By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer

ARLINGTON -  Free 
agent pitcher Kevin 
Millwood reached a pre­
liminary agreement 
Monday on a $60 million, 
flve-year contract with 
Texas, giving the 
Rangers the legitimate 
No. 1 starter they have 
been seeking.

Texas can void the fifth 
year of the deal if 
Millwood doesn’t pitch a 
certain number of 
innings in earlier years 
of the contract. Millwood 
is expected to undergo a 
physical Tuesday in 
Texas, and the deal likely 
will be finalized 
Wednesday.

Details of the deal were 
disclosed by two people 
familiar with negotia­
tions who spoke on con­
dition of anonymity 
because the contract had 
not been finalized. 
Millwood’s decision to 
accept Texas’ offer was 
first reported by the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram on 
its Web site.

Millwood was 9-U with 
a 2.86 ERA that led the 
American League this 
year, his only season for 
Cleveland. The right-han­
der, who turned 31 
Saturday, rejected a 
salary arbitration offer 
from the Indians.

Millwood, who also was 
sought by Boston, will be 
the No. 1 starter in a 
revamped Texas rotation, 
already bolstered by two

Cleveland’s Kevin Millwood pitches against Kansas City at 
Ohio, on July 19. Millwood has reached tentative agreement 
for the Texas Rangers.
trades this month. The 
Rangers got former All- 
Star right-hander Vicente 
Padilla from Philadelphia 
and acquired Adam 
Eaton from San Diego.

The only returning 
starters for Texas are 
Kameron Loe and Juan 
Dominguez. They ended

the season in the rota­
tion, Dominguez making 
only 10 starts and Loe 
eight.

In nine major league 
seasons, Millwood is 107- 
75 with a 3.76 ERA. He 
won at least 17 games in 
three of his six seasons 
with Atlanta (1997-2002)

NRT Sl« photo
Jacob’s Field In Cleveland, 
on a five-year deal to pitch

and was an All-Star in 
1999. He pitched two sea­
sons for Philadelphia 
before going to Cleveland 
last year.

Millwood’s agent, Scott 
Boras, also negotiated 
big-money deals that

See RANGERS, page 2B

The lights are out, 
but party’s not over

Jim  Litke

[here will still be 
football on 
Monday night.

And Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, 
weekend and holiday 
nights, whatever night 
Guy Fawkes Day falls on 
and, for that matter, just 
about any 
night of 
the regu­
lar season 
the NFL 
p lea se s .
None of 
them will 
s e e m  
quite as 
s p e c i a l  
anymore, 
especially 
when the games are 
clunkers like Patriots 31, 
Jets 21.

But that’s how much 
clout the league has. It 
has colonized the tube 
like no sports rival before 
or since.

And really, that’s what 
the hoopla over “Monday 
Night Football” moving 
from ABC to ESPN — 
essentially, from one 
screen in the Disney 
megaplex to another — is 
about. The NFL is throw­
ing itself an anniversary 
party, with more than a 
little help from its 
friends.

Thirty-five years on, it’s 
commemorating the night 
pro football began taking 
over as the real national

pastime.
“It’s been a phenomenal 

ride,” play-by-play man 
A1 Michaels said at the 
close of the telecast.

And as the NFL’s most 
recent check from ESPN 
proves — $8.8 billion for 
the next eight years — 
the party is still far from 
over.

On Sept. 21, 1970, when 
MNF made its debut, 
there were no sports on 
the air during the work­
week, TV sets fit on end 
tables and coaxing the 
cameras down off the roof 
and onto the sidelines 
qualified as serious inno­
vation. Today, those same 
sets are as big as garage 
doors, there’s another 500 
channels and even the 
MPC Computer Bowl will 
be available in Hi-Def.

So MNF’s final broad­
cast luxuriated in its 
past. It loaded up on 
videotaped bits from 
Howard Cosell, Don 
Meredith and Frank 
Gifford, a strirg of pup­
pets, presidents, celebri­
ties and even a desperate 
housewife. It reminded 
anybody over a certain 
age that for the better 
part of two decades, MNF 
gave just as good buzz as 
it got.

Most kids couldn’t iden­
tify Cosell & Co. without 
using Google. But at the 
start, they were the show. 
NBC had “Rowan & 

%
See MNF, page 2B

loot 
Cundiff

IRVING -  The Dallas 
Cowboys released incon­
sistent kicker Billy 
Cundiff on Monday, the 
team’s fourth change at 
the position since train­
ing camp.

The Cowboys re-signed 
rookie Sean Suisham, 
who was cut when the 
team brought back 
Cundiff on Nov. 19. 
Suisham was first signed 
after Dallas cut Jose 
Cortez, who started the 
season after Cundiff hurt 
his leg during training 
camp and was released.

Cundiff made just one 
of his last three field 
goals, and had another 
short miss wiped out by a 
penalty against Carolina 
on Saturday. He was 5-of-

See CUNDIFF, page 2B

Who’s the best in the West? 
Right nowj it’s the Mavericks

By JAIME ARON

Dallas kicker Billy Cundiff was released by the Cowboys Monday.
KRT M« photo

AP S p o rts  W riter
DALLAS (AP) — Between 

Devin Harris swishing a 20-foot- 
er that was supposed to be a pass 
and Jerry Stackhouse taking off 
for a powerful dunk that showed 
how healthy his knee is, the 
Dallas Mavericks moved to the 
top of the Western Conference 
with a flourish Monday night.

Dirk Nowitzki scored 23 points 
and Harris added 12 of his 20 in 
a first-quarter run that sent the 
Mavericks racing past the 
Indiana Pacers 102-80 in a game 
that was never close in the sec­
ond half.

The victory improved Dallas to 
21-7, matching the San Antonio 
Spurs for the best record in the 
West. The Mavericks earned 
this one by simply outworking 
the Pacers _ grabbing 14 of the 
first 18 rebounds, taking 11 of 
the first 12 free throws and 
snatching seven of the first eight 
steals.

“We seemed to have a lot of

’ energy tonight,”' Dallas coach 
Avery Johnson said. “I gave 
them (two days) off and they 
gave me one back by responding 
with energy and concentration 
pretty much throughout the 
whole game. It’s pretty rare for 
us to play that long of a stretch 
of good basketball.”

The Mavericks have won IT of 
13, with both losses to the 
Lakers in games when Kobe 
Bryant scored 43 and 62 points. 
And they’ve done it without hav­
ing the top of their expected 
rotation playing together at all 
this season.

Stackhouse, playing only his 
second game, had 15 points in 19 
minutes, but it came with Keith 
Van Horn out because of the flu 
and Marquis Daniels missing 
his third straight with a neck 
problem. Josh Howard, who had 
12 points and 10 rebounds, hurt 
his lower back and was exam­
ined by team doctors in the lock­
er room afterward.

See MAVS, page 2B
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Th« UnIveraRy of Memphis defense brings down Kris Kesperek of the University of Akron 
after a, reception In the fourth quarter of the Motor City Bowl. Memphis detsated Akron, 
SB-91, at Ford Flald In Datrolt Monday.
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Burial today 
for Dungy’s son

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -  
Tony Dungy and his wife 
stood for more than three 
hours greeting hundreds 
of mourners with hand­
shakes and hugs. From 
NFL players past and pre­
sent to well-wishers off 
the street, all came to 
offer the couple condo­
lences for the loss of their

Tuesday.
The Dungys took the 

hme to thw k each per­
son for coming by to pay 
respect tO; James, who 
was found dead in his 
suburban iq;>artment last 
week of an-apparent sui­
cide.

tom of the
-rr-.----------

rankings.
Wisconsin cahw into the 

the f lm  time.tms 
at aidfd’

[for the 
Ison

Virginia 
at No. 25 afte

returned

Duke No. 1

son.
The Indianapolis Colts 

coach and his wife, 
Lauren, will bury 18- 
year-old James Dungy on

Duke held the No. 1 
spot it has occupied since 
the preseason rankings 
after a light week of 
games failed to produce 
changes at the top of The 
Associated Press’ men’s 
college basketball poll.

But there was some 
movement near the bot-

at N<

Jiyscloae 
m  signing Gtailt

TORONTO The
Toronto Blue J a ts  hope, 
to announce thtt week 
that they have al^uired 
slugger Troy Olaus firom 
the Arizona
Diamondbacks.

Glaus and a prospect 
are expected to be sent to 
Toronto for f el lever 
Miguel Batista and Geld 
Glove second baseman 
Orlando Hudson.

" 't r ' '
.Glaus led Arizona in 

homers (37) and RBIs (97) 
Mist year^pmyingfln 149 

df^plte a ^hilned . 
I in the bael| of his ^

¥8

♦

three fin ien  in'%bp^ of 
it being ruled a 8-polnter.

from page IB
He diiLhis best to hide a 
grih. mghtly shaking his

Fomrm pitcher ' f 
arre^^ for rpbbery

PAJUU BBACH GAR- 
E la .  ( A ^  . 

n ^ o r  >)|eague 
«Jeff Reardon Tims 

on charges he 
robbed a jewelry store.

Reardon, 50, walked 
into Hamilton Jewelers 
at the Gardens Mall 
about 11:50 a.m. and' 
handed an employee a 
note that said he had a 
gun.

M N F
Continued from page I B

Martin’s Laugh In” and 
CBS had “Gunsmoke.” 
ABC took the gamble 
largely because it had 
nothing to lose.

To compete for viewers 
in that prime-time envi­
ronment, a game needed 
some shtick. With Cosell 
calling the shots, that was 
rarely a problem. And 
with director Chet Forte 
skillfully wielding a few 
of the tools already in 
TV’s arsenal — live 
drama, storytelling, tight 
reaction shots — and 
improving others, the 
games looked and sound­
ed like nothing else on 
TV.

Breaking through the 
clutter, though, is a lot 
harder now. MNF aver­

aged a 10.9 rating this sea­
son headed into the finale 
on ABC; that’s half what 
they were in the peak 
year of 1981. Even so, just 
hanging onto an audience 
as big as MNF did, for as 
long as it did, was no 
small feat.

That’s why everything 
else on the broadcast 
looked so familiar: Th^ 
shot of Pats quarterback 
Tom Brady looking to the 
sideline for a play call, 
zoomed in close enough to 
peg the day of his last 
shave; the slo-mo replay 
showing cornerback 
Assante Samuel’s knee 
was down (and twisting 
painfully) before he fum­
bled; Jets coach Herm 
Edwards biting both lips 
every time New England 
carved up another piece 
of the Meadowlands.

More than perhaps any

other show, MNF changed 
not just when we watched 
sports, but what we 
expected to see. The back 
story on the hero. Frame- 
by-frame analysis of 
every big play. Crazed 
fans. Spectacle.

Kids today take all that 
— and more — for grant­
ed. They have video 
games every bit as vivid, 
and they can control the 
narrative. Being able to 
compete in a very (differ­
ent marketplace, three 
dozen seasons la ter,. is 
why the NFL could ask 
for that $8.8 billion and 
get it.

With five minutes left to 
play Monday night, 
Michaels wrapped up a 
discussion about all the 
stadiums MNF visited 
over the course of 555 tele­
casts. What he said at the 
end was telling.

“It’s all about generat­
ing the revenue,” he said. 
“What else is new?”

Just this: ESPN, a cable 
network, could pick up 
Monday nights at that 
exorbitant price because 
it makes money on sub­
scriber fees AND by sell­
ing ads. ABC only pockets 
what it sells in ads. It did­
n’t take much arm-twist­
ing to move the show 
from one line on Disney’s 
annual budget to another. 
The real trick going fbr- 
ward will be turning it 
from red back to black.

To be sure of that, ESPN 
must find a way to field 
coiipetitive teams in 
gpmes that matter every 
week — the one innova­
tion that ABC couldn’t 
come up with in 35 years.

Jim Litke is a national 
sfiorts columnist for The 
/^^^iated Press.

^“IB got to the point 
i I couldnt move,” 

he ^ id .
l l i |  Pacers lost their 

straight and fell to 
iince making Ron 

inactive. They’ll 
tr]i9o avoid an 0-3 road 
tXip^esday night in San 
Antonio. The starters will 
have plenty of energy, as 
none played more than 35 
minutes, with coach Rick 
Carlisle emptying the 
bench with 6:43 left.

Ijidiana led 2-0, then 
neiiter again. The Pacers 
were down only nine at 
halftime, but a few min­
utes into the third quar­
ter the deficit hit 10 and 
kept growing, peaking at 
29. They had 11 turnovers 
by halftime, four of them 
traveling, en route to 
their second-biggest loss 
of the season.

“They played great and 
we didn’t give them much 
of a game tonight,” 
Carlisle said. “Our mar­
gin for error is slim. We 
can’t have any slippage. 
Our rebounding was a 
disappointment..”

Jermaine O’Neal led 
Indiana with 15 points. 
Stephen Jackson and 
J ^ a a l  Tinsley scored 12 
and Austin Croshere 11.

The Mavericks finished 
with a 49-30 rebounding 
edge, despite a season-low 
two from Nowitzki. Erick 
Dampier tied his season 
high with 14 boards; he

head-as if saying he 
couldn’t believe what had 
happened.

“It’s happened before,” 
Harris said. “I guess I’m 
not that good of a lob
passer.

Playing at home for the 
first time this season, 
Stackhouse entered to a 
nice ovation midway 
through the first quarter. 
Late in the third, he had a 
burst of eight of Dallas’ 10 
points, starting w ith 'a  
jumper then driving 
through the defense 
leaping over two Pacers 
for a dunk that got most 
in the building on their 
feet.

He was headed to the 
rim again the next time 
down the court and was 
taken down hard by Fred 
Jones. He made a steal on 
the other end soon after.

Notes: This was Dallas’ 
biggest margin of victory 
ever against Indiana..... 
The Pacers’ worst loss 
this season was by 32 to 
Charlotte on Nov. 16. ...

Cundiff
Continued from page I B

h ^  10 at halftime, more 
j’d^ad  in any of

Rangers
Continued from page IB

brought Alex Rodriguez 
($252 million, 10-year deal 
in December 2000) and 
Chan Ho Park to the 
Rangers. A-Rod and Park 
ihave-since been traded.

Park signed a $65 mil­
lion, five-year contract in 
December 2001 to be the 
Rangers’ No. 1 starter. 
But he had five stints on 
the disabled list and was 
22-23 with a 5.79 ERA in 
64 starts before being 
traded to the Padres in

July, with cash, for Phil 
Nevin.

After Park’s failure. 
Rangers owner Tom 
Hicks said he wouldn’t 
give any more five-year 
contracts to pitchers. 
When the pursuit of 
Millwood began, after 
Texas was spurned in its 
attempts to get Matt 
Morris and Josh Beckett, 
Hicks said he’d offer a 
fifth year only with cer­
tain protections included.

Hicks didn’t respond 
Monday night to an e- 
mail seeking comment. 
Rangers general manager 
Jon Daniels, who was out

of town, didn’t return 
messages left on his cell 
phone.

Millwood made $7 mil­
lion last season in 
Cleveland. He had signed 
a one-year deal with the 
Indians after being both­
ered by elbow swelling 
that limited him to 25. 
starts for the Phillies in 
2(KM.

While Millwood was 9-6 
with a 4.85 in l îs last sea­
son for Philadelphia, he 
won only two games after 
hurting his right elbow.

Texas’ No. 1 starter last 
season was All-Star left- 
^pnder Kenny Rogers,

ginother Boras client.
'He was 14-8 with a 3.46 

ERA, but the Rangers did­
n’t want the 41-year-oId 
teft-hander back after a 
Videotaped tirade June 29 
in which he shoved two 
television cameramen on 
the field.

i  Rogecsostbo has si?eni
12 of his 17 major leagud 
seasons during three 
stints in Texas, signed a 
$16 million, two-year dell 
with Detroit during the 
offseason.

than he’ 
his previous five games.

“We had chances early, 
but they hurt us on the 
offensive boards,”
Croshere said. “They get 
out on the break and we 
feed that when we turn 
the ball over like we did.’ 
... It’s hard to get any­
thing out of a game like 
this. We’ve got a big char­
acter game tomorrow in

AP Baseball Writer 
Ronald Blum in New York 
contributed to this report.

i .H i f A m l6  
when Harris entered. He 
made 6-of-7 shots the rest 
of the quarter, leading a 
15-7 run that included a 
basket on what was 
meant to be an alley-oop 
pass to Stackhouse. 
Harris sheepishly held up

8 overall.
“When you start think­

ing about going for it on 
fourth down and stuff 
like th a t... you can’t live 
with that’s going on right 
now, the way it was,” 
coach Bill Parcells said.

Four days after making 
a team-record 56-yifrd 
field goal against Detroit 
in his first game back, 
Cundiff missed a 34-yard 
attempt in the fourth 
quarter on Thanksgiving 
Day against Denver, a 
game the Cowboys lost in 
overtime.

Cundiff missed a 32- 
yard field goal against 
Carolina, a low kick that 
was partially blocked on

! JH)e Ihien nf o 
potential game-tying 33- 
yard kick with 1:08 left in 
the game, but Carolina 
was called for running 
into the kicker. That gave 
the Cowboys a first down, 
and they scored a touch­
down and won 24-20. .

THE TIME WHEN WE ALMOST DIDNT HAVE A NEW YEAR
T| his story is from a 

very lonq time aqo. It 
happened lonq before 

either you or I was even 
born. It was so long ago 
that neither your Qreat- 
Qreat Grandfather nor mine 
was even born.

It started out as a very 
good year, so long ago. The 
spring was so bountiful. 
Flowers were springing up 

•re, dotting the 
e with colors of 
n choosing, each 
4 to be prettier than

everywl 
landsc? 
their o 
one tryi 
t h 
o t h e t 
The  an 
m a I 
had a 
g o o d  
t i m e  
too, for 
t h e r e  
w a s  
more than enough grain and 
berries and fruits for all of 
them to eat. Even the warm  
sunshine was so perfect that 
Mr. Sun seemed happy as he 
covered the w hole earth 
with his soft rays.

Then cam e the sum m er of 
that year. It was even better. 
Mr. Sun would com e out for 
awhile to w arm  the world. 
Th en Mr. Rain would com e 
and sprinkle the earth with 
the sweet water he always

had hidden in his pouch 
made of clouds. The flow­
ers grew. The trees grew. 
The grass was greener than 
ever before. The horses, 
cows, and rabbits loved the 
g r e e n  
grass, as I 
well as; 
the car­
rots and 
o t h e r ]  
f r u i t s ]  
and veg­
e t a b le s ' 
that never seemed to end. 
It was a very good year.

Then came Fall. This was 
the time when all the pum p­
kins were getting ready to 
be picked to make som e lit­
tle child a jack  o, lantern. 
This was the time when the 
cars of the corn seemed to 
be listening to the sweet 
sounds of the doves as they 
sw arm ed down into the 
corn patch to gobble up the 
wonderful kernels of corn. 
It is the time when little chil­
dren all over the world dress 
up In funny  ̂ d sometimes 
scary costumes to celebrate 
Halloween and the harvest 
of the crops. This was a fun 
time.

Then cam e winter. The  
white soft snow seemed to 
paint the w hole w orld a

so ' beautiful. Th e  snow 
dic^n.t even seem cold that
year. We celebrate many 
holidays during the winter. 
It was a very happy time for 
all of them.

Then it came time for the 
new year. But, they might 
not have a new year that 
year. Old Father Tim e is in 
charge of giving them the 
new year each time as the 
winter starts to fade away. 
Old Father Tim e saw what a 
wonderful jo b  he did when , 
he gave theih that year. 
Everyone was very happy 
with that year. O ld Father 
Tim e  had never seen so

Tt^e elm trees had to drop 
(hfejr leaves each year so 
bi^and new little ones would 
start growing in the Spring. 
The old leaves were of no 
use to anyone. The poor

ruzâ /nni
1702 GREGG 

263-1381

W— Pr w WpM—

1001 S. Gregg 
263-7316

color that everyone thinjts is

many happy people and ani­
mals. He decided not to let 

'.a new year begin!. He would 
just keep the oldk>ne.

It seemed like a very good 
idea at the time and who 
knows time betteft than Old 
Father Tim e? ..Then, cvery- 
th ii^  bad started to  happen.

Th e  old elm tre !|  were not 
loosing their leaves because 
the weather was never cold 
enough to make them fall.

elm trees had to have their 
rest during the winter when 
th e y  ‘d had no leaves, but 
now, they would have to 
w ork too hard and they 
would never be so strong 
again.

Th e  little rabbits had grown 
so m uch fur for the Winter 
that they were too hot ail the 
time now. They were getting 
very sick. They must have 
the cyJd weather back. The 
horses and cows, and the 
pigs and the sheep, and the 
wild p h i a l s  of the foreal all 
had Ahe sam e p roblem . 
They must have their Winter 
back. They wanted a Hew 
Yearl ,

All of the plants and trees 
in the forest needed the 
thunderstorm s that never 
came that year. The  big 
thunderstorms always filled 
up their lakes and rivers and

they always had enough 
water to drink. But now, 
none of the rivers were full. 
Hone of the lakes were full. 
The  snowstorm s that fell on 
the m ountaintops even 
helped fill their lakes and 
rivers when there was no 
rain. In the Spring, when 
the w eather was w arm er 
and the frozen snow started 
melting, down the m oun- 
tainfide it would com e, run­
ning as fast as it could go to
g iv^ .a ll the trees and ani-

a f imal& their drink of water. 
But,^’there was no snow on 
the ^o u n ta in to p s  that year. 
The lakes and streams and 
rivers and m ountaintops all 
need the cold weather and 
snow.

O ld  Father Tim e looked 
around at all the suffering 
he was about to cause and 
decided to have a Hew Year 
agaii^. He loved the animals 
and .4rees and plants and 
even bugs. He did not want 

them to suffer. He 
o b t e t ^  the Hew Year to 
corrie again just as it always 
had 0one.

Th g  cold weatner came 
withilhe Hew Year. Th e  cold 
weaMicr brought the snow 
as if (they were visiting hand- 
in-hand. Th e  thunder- 
storo|s cam e with the Hew 
Year, th e  rivers (IMeri again.

The  streams filled again., 
The lakes ran over with the 
wonderful water. The  elm 
trees lost their leaves and it 
felt good to them for now 
they could rest. They would 
be even stronger in the 
Spring.

The rabbits, horses, cows, 
and all the sheep and every 
animal in the forest loved to 
see and feel the cold weath­
er com e with the Hew Year. 
How, they did not have too 
m uch fur to keep them  
warm, but they had just the 
right am ount. The  Sum m er 
brought m ore th u n d er­
storms. The Fall brought 
many good things to eat.

O ld Father Tim e saw that 
he did the right thing by let­
ting a Hew Year com e. He 
should never have tried to 
make things stay the same. 
Ho m atter how good It 
lookedi it was always better 
with change.

So now, we celebrate the 
Hew Year every year. I think 
it is a good idea, doli,t you? 
O ld Father Tim e is the king 
of time, isn,t he? D o you 
want to know what he Just 
told me. He said, that K,s 
tim ^ for you to be a ileep, so 
'G o o d  HIght.'
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710 Scurry 263-7331 www.bigspringherald.oom
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Didn’t Get Your
^aper?

C a ll  2 6 3 -7 3 3 5  
M o n -F rt . S a m -Jp in  

Sun ta m -n o O n

iHERALD

80 VENDMQ MACHINES 
with Prime Locations. 
Includes inventory.
MUST Sell Immediatelyl 
$11,195 investment. 
800-940-5277 Open 24/7

The W g a p r i n ^  
need dapendnlsf qahierf 
varioue mules. Mutt have in­
surance and reHabie tmntpQf- 
tation.

Apply M paraon.
vOfHMt IIIMM MDCQmlfll

710 Scurry (4S2)263-7S»1

Hnl() Wanted
km ’ Manager/Coliector 

Finance is now taking 
We otter benefits, 

oompettilve pay, and advance- 
raent opportunitias. Apply in 
peqion at SOI E: 3rd.

<' ' . ...

ItoiiniUwiiisUioUigFir 
laioiiiHe ItoiismMr Cifiiais

M ust Have Insurance 
& Reliable T ransportation.

C om e by 710 Scurry  
and pick up an application .

BIG
SPRING HERALD

U TT u r ng apnn( 
ing cpdtoailons for

L F trs ^ la r/  
ugh Jsinuary 4,

«£HEBAm

sponitbia lor. (bf ripacillc dbm 
tani of fha National Claesiflad 
ads. Before invaeting money in 
a business/employmant. o p ^- 
tunity with which you are unfa­
miliar,'piaese call the National 
Better Business Bursau el 
703-276-01iD0 ' or . visit
www.bbb.org t . . »

H ( ’ lp  W .m t .  d

NEED EXECUTIVE Sacraliy 
at Boothe Vesser Pope 8 Oonv 
pany. Send Resume via fax 16 
(432)263-2124.

accept- 
the position 
Paramedic 

2006. Test­
ing win be on Saturday, Janu- 
aiy 7. I2(XM. Applications may 
be obtained at City Hall, 

2)264-2346, 310 Nolan St. 
TX 79720 or from

www.ci.big-spring.tx.us 
City of Big S^ng is EOE.

The

bttit bF ^  Spring is taking 
appNcetiona . for Cmmunica- 
tiens Ofttoar, Heavy Equipment 
Oparalor/LandfHI, Utility Setv- 
Igs worker and Animal Control 
Otfioar. Applications may be 
obtained at City Halt. 310 No­
lan, (432)264-2346. The City of 
Big Spring is EOE.

JU ten tlo ii
M olliila ii WMcViig

H m  E t t p a m M  A g a i p . ' 
Im m e d ia te  O p w ili ig s  F o r  E x p e rle n e e d  

F ie ld  P a lirie a to fe . t e n d b lee te re  f t  P a in te r. 
C o m p e t it iv e  W a fe e  f t  Q re a t  t e n e f it s .  

A p p ly  In  P e re oA  •  3 0 0 1 8 C R  1 1 7 3  
M id lA n d T X  

E O i

H e lp  W a n t e d
DOM INOS PIZZA Drivers 
needed. Hourly  ̂ mileage 4- 
tips. Competition says better 
commission, but you can't 
make commission doing dishes 
for the sit down lobby. Go by 
2111 S. Gregg or call 
(432)267-4111.

DOW N h o l e  Pump Repair/ 
Delivery Person. Experience 
Preferred, but will train. Salary 
D.O.E. Full Benefits Package. 
Send Resume to P.O. ^ x  
2234, Big Spring.

DRIVER NEEDED IMMEDI- 
ATELYII Excellent benefits in­
clude health, dental, life, LTD, 
401k and quarterly bonuses. 
Class B CDL, HAZM AT re­
quired, LP License a plus, Pay 
D.O.E. Eddins-Walcher 208 
Old Lubbock Hwy., Snyder or 
call (325)573-5722.

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport ot LPG Asphalt & Pe­
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Oualify 23 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.
FUEL TRANSPORT DRIVERS
Home Daily, 5 days on, 2 days 
off schedule. Steady Paycheck, 
Strong Customer Base. Cash 
bonus for exp. gas haulers. Will 
train qualified driver w/hazmat. 
On Board Dispatch A E-log. 
Well-maintained low mileage 
equipment. New Odessa 
Mngmnt & Mech on duty. Apply 
at F S T  1003 W. Co. Rd South 
Odessa Or call (432)617-1100 
x-404.

H e l p  W a n t e d
HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring for a Liquid Plant Man­
agement position. Excellent 
benefits, excellent pay. Apply 
in person to Helena C hem ir^. 
100 S. St. Peter, Stanton, 
Texas.

HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring class A -C D L  diiver.Ex- 
cellent benefits, excellent pay. 
Apply in person to Helena 
Chemical, 100 S. St. Peter, 
Stanton, Texas.

HOWARD COLLEGE Book 
Store is hiring temporary cash­
iers and for help to work during 
the back to school rush in 
January. Apply in person at 
Howard College B w k  Store 
inside the Dora Robert’s Stu­
dent Union Building.

MIDWESTERN SERVICES, 
Inc.

Tank Cleaners needed. In & 
out of state travel & work 60+ 
hrs. per week. Transportation 
to and from job site. Hotel paid 
& $175 a week per diem 
Hourly wage & bonuses. 100% 
drug free. EO E. Apply at 749 
South County Rd. 221, Snyder. 
Texas.

PARKVIEW NURSING & Re
habilitation Now Expanding 
Nursing Department. Now Hir 
ing for Charge Nurse position 
Please apply in person at 
Parkview Nursing & Rehabilita 
tion, 3200 Parkway.

REPORTER/ EDITORIAL Staff 
needed. Temporary, approx. 3 
month. Experience in writing, 
reporting and Quark Preferred 
Part or Full time. Call Bill 
McClellan, Big Spring Herald 
after 10:30 am (432)263-7331

A U T O  P A R T S BODY SHOP

A Mofttrw Am8b Dteaiaiitler
WESTEX
since 1947

•Foraion and doimstic parts (or cars. Itudis.lTStN-vans. 4x4 and Sports utBlyvohides
Htt. I SJS.edO WMw S an.-t2 p.m. SAT
1511 Hwy 350 • (432) 263-5000

BODY
$H0P ’sftSoo 

SiXN>
35 Yean of 

Serving You!

’>>■

$1.89 P e r  Day; 6-M onth C o n tra c t $1.58 P e r  Day 
C all 263‘7331 to  p la ce  yA ur a d  today!! mh «

CARPET COMPUTER coivipu r rn CONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE

CARPET SALES 
and Construction 

Management 
Draw Plans & 

Estimates
ifattmy Thompson

2 7 0 - 0 5 4 8

Matthew Grayson
All your computer 

needs, commercial - 
residential - on site.

. 73  ̂ J C ^ p e b le ^

2 6 7 - 8 9 0 7

CQ't CompoUr Service

ISOlJohnta
KgSpi(no,Taxsi7r»

Wfcl4«mMS ff

mKQDEr—
FENCE CO.

All types 
of fences 

& repairs.
CoiKrete work, carports. 

All work guaranteed. 
Fret E stim ates 

Btnny Marquez-owner
■L _____

J .  T. Builders
Remodeling •  Drywall 

Ceramic Tile •  Electrical 
Plumbing  •  Roofing 

Brick & Concrete Work 
Driveways •  Sidewalks 

Fireplaces • Stucco 
Swimming Pool Decks 

JOHNNY TALAMANTEZ 
1432121aeaaz c#a1432) 243.2110 Sm. 

lose. 11th PLAce WO tPIMNO. TX, 79720

STUCCO 
DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(432) 466-0873 
(432) 816-6561

Fred Rubio
621 Sgl PicKitz 

Big Spring. TX 7tT20

DIRT WORK FENCES FENCES YOUR AD FIREWOOD H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T

F/UMSVFFLY 
ft MMIIIIY
We do Dirt T 

Work.
Brush Hog, |
Backhoe,

Bulldozing,
Small Grubbing Jobs 
and Will Clear Lots.

Quality Fence Co.
Jim my Marquea-Owner

Firiest In 
Fencing
W o o d s  

Chainlink
Free EaUmatea

4 f t a - 1 7 0 - 7 f t 0 f t

HOME IMPROVEMENT

l»UT YOUR 
AD HERE

263-7331
‘ HBraUI Classineds

trJiSHERALD
--------------------------------

H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T  H O M l IM P R O V ' MS N i ■ [  M O M t IM P R O V E M E N T

B A M  Fenct Co.
OETOUttmasCOMPAK 

A FtttEBSTMtES 
■ j l  ROKRTfl

Eirewood
Oak & Mesquite

M -m
i / z e m s i o i
Im tir - l l l

Call Eric 
(432) 559-6949

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repa ire i/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath
BOB'S CUSTOM

409 E. 3RD 267-M11

LAWN SERVICE PEST CONTROL

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Pliunblng. 

Minor Electrical

Oarage door repair, - 
Appllancas installed

810-3030

Gibba R cm bdeliiK
New home Constni^oa* < 

Room Additkau >
Dry Wajl Hanging AFlniahiiig * 
Ceramic Tile •Ipatallatloii 6  ,• 

Repair,..
An Remodel Needs Of Any ( 

Room In Your Home.

1 ^ '

H a i l B i J I A I I l

..t

AFPORDAMJI HOMf

':‘4Raaav|ittte' ' ‘ iithM.etM

Sadf^Oitkm'Omrantead
rkiMmtSTOosMAUJ

FALL CLEANUP 
ALLEYS •HAULING 

TREE TRIMMING 
STUMP REMOVAL

c a n

432-267-5460
CELL

$16-6190

SOUTHWES'TERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

Since 1954

432-263-6514
2008 Birdwell Lane 

Max F. Moore
w w w .sw alpc.coN i
m m @ sw alp c.co m

RC N lALS R O o r iN r , fu  >( w ; n ( .

(i

VENTURA
( l ^ A N Y

HouMa • StoragM 
OpauMretal Buttdinff' 

M liV .fia iia iP i 
ffteraat/aale 
f t t a a i i *  , 1

M tH tiU rta  
M f M b M m *

r ,T
’ PALACIOS 
roofing  ft BOMt ’ 

IMPROVBMBNT ’ 
Rooft, Room AMIBom, 
Ceramic TUa,faimaai  ̂

Fainting Insured A Bowled 
HomePlMMM# ■ • ;  J

WEB PRINTING TREE TRIMMING

!*; fWdiftwftwaiiiftsdi

U O ' f fr,i TOO TOT 0 / 3 2

For Inform ation  
On W eb P r in tin g

Call
T ony H ernandez

2 6 3 -7 3 3 1

HERALD

LUPE’STR EE
TRIMMING

More than SO years 
of experience. Stimp 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trlanslng

and removal.
CaU Lupe 

432-267-M I 7

http://www.bigspringherald.oom
http://www.bbb.org
http://www.ci.big-spring.tx.us
http://www.swalpc.coNi
mailto:mm@swalpc.com
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H e l p  W a n t e d 1 I t e m s  for  S a le 1 Re al  E s ta te  for Rent 1 Real  E s t a t e  for  R e n t 1 Tomorrow’s Horoscope
habilitation Expanding Nursing 
Dept.. Now Hiring Certified 
Nurse Aides for 6-2 shift, taking 
applications for all shifts. Apply 

'in  person at Parkview Nursing 
& Rehabilitation, 3200 Park­
way.

Dent 10x16 in Slock. Delivery, 
and Financing Available. 
(432)563-1807.

M U ST S E L L  10x20 Bam, Will 
Deliver. (432)563-1807.

Nix FRESH SH ELLED  Pecans. 
Can pick up at Buffalo County 
Fina, EzeU Key Feed, Medicine 
Shop & Big Spring Farm. Call 
(432)267-1180 after 5:00 p.m.

There is an opening for a Con­
tract Treating Driver in Howard 
County. Candidate will operate 
a treater tiuck for downhdie 
and pipeline treatments. Must 
be physically capable as well 
as maintaining associated pa­
perwork. Requirements; High 
school diploma or equivalent; 
good driving record: Class A 
OR B C DL; HAZM AT and 
Tanker endorsements. Please 
call 432-556-0929 between 8-5 
C T  for appointment.
“ AN E Q U A L  O P P O R TU N ITY  
E M P L O Y E R ”

Lost and Found
MISSING 2 Adult Basset 
Hounds. If seen or found call 
(432)935-6228 or 213-5296.

Miscellaneous

W AREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
Wanted for local Rental Store. 
Benefits include paid vacation, 
retirement & health insurance. 
Requirements are back ground 
check, drug screening, good 
driving record and be at least 
21 years old. Apply in person. 
Credit World, 1611 Gregg.

Items for Sale

14X32 O FFIC E , Ready To 
Move In To, Free Delivery & Fi­
nancing Available.

,(432)563-1807.

FIR EW O O D: Oak Firewood de­
livered and stacked for $275.00 
a full cord, 1/2 cord $150.00. 
Call James (325)648-2818, 
leave message.

A T T E N T I O N

Tl'i; Bir. SPRING 
IIKKAI.U APPRIXIATKS 

YOtIR KlISINKSS
lliMP arc some helptul tips anil 

inlonnaiion Ihal will help you 
when plai'inp yoiii ad .Alter your 
,id h.is heen puhlished Ihe first 
day we suppesi you rhei k llie ad 
lor mist,ikes and d errors have 
heen made we will pladly lorreel 
the ad and run it apain for you at 
no addilional rharpe If your ad is 
inadyerlently not printed advanee 
payment w ill rheerfully be refund 
ed and Ihe newspapm's liability 
w T1 be lor only Ihe .imounl 
reeeiyed tor publnation ol Ihe .idverilsenirm We reserrr the 
ri*;ly yi fjĵ l fir reject any ad lor 
publication that does not meet our 
standards of accr'ptance

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNtTY

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the 
Federal Fair Flousing Act of 
1988 which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any jorelerence limi­
tation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination."

This newspaper will not know­
ingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Opr readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

COMPANY PAID CDL TRAINING
C a ll now la fin d o u i a lm d  (he larked p a ij increase in com^an^ history!

• No Experience Needed!
• Greal Benefits & 401KI
• No layoffs in 25 years!

Steven'j Transport offers the best 
training program for new drivers! Get your career 
rolling and enjoy exceptional earnings and great 
benefits from tb e # l premier transportation earner!

SLeu ont

For more informatloii, call
800-333-8595

w w w . s t e v e n s t r a n s

Subscribe |
Now
And SAVEup to 5 2 '/“ ,

• M  •

over news stand prices

Subscription Price News Stand Price

One Year *93.42 *195.00
Six Months *51.90 *97.50
Three Months *25.95 *48.75
One Month *8.65 *15.00

Call for Senior Citizen and Mail Delivery Prices

i
I Y E S ! Start my subscription for 
j Enclosea is $

months.

I Name:

Address:

City

State Zip

I Telephone

IH e r a l d
710 Scurry, P.O. Box 1431 

I Big Spring, TX 79721 • (432) 263-7331
Card #________________________ _________

I Exp. Date;
{ Signature_

4Cnollwood Heights 
Apartments

1900 Maitin Luther King Blvd. 

(432) 264-1735

AM ANA ELE C TR IC  Stove only 
1 year old. $500.00. Call 
(806)231-9819.

Brand New 
1, 2 &  3 Bdr. Apts 

$385 -  $520 monthly 
New Appliances & Full Size 

Washer & Dryer in Apartments
O n Site Maintenance 

Swimming Pool 
Fitness Room 
2 Playgrounds 

HUDAccefM
m I

$400.00 A> Bias. 2526 Fairchild 
2 or 3 bedroom. $3S0/$450.. 
3/2 Trailer- 5600 South Service 
R9 (|d. Call, (432)264-9907.

BUILDING for L E A S E  for retail 
or office. 1712 Gregg. Approxi­
mately 5,000 sq. ft. $600. 
month -^deposit. Call W ES TEX  
Auto Parts (432)263-5000.

C LEA N  2 Bedroom 1 bath, 
garage. CH/A. $325.00 month, 
$100.00 deposit HUD ac­
cepted and preferred. 1405 
Sycamore. (432) 264-7049.

FOR LE A S E  1515 Hwy. 350. 
Building with overhead door. 
On one acre of fenced land. 
$350. Month, $350. deposit. 
Call (432)263-5000.

C A K E S : Wedding, Anniversa­
ries, Quinceanarious. Arches, 
Candelabras and florals. FREE 
DELIVERY. Call Grishams 
(432)267-8191.

,5owih Pl^tins

BAfARIMNTS
H EIG H TS  A P A R TM E N TS
1 Bedroom - $400. month 

$200. deposit.
All Bills Paid 
403 East 8th 

Call (432)267-2771

FR EE P A LLETS. Good for do 
it yourself wood projects. Pick 
up behind the Big Spring Her­
ald's office at 710 Scurry.

432- 714-4840

HO LID AY SPECIAL HP and
Compaq Brand New Computer 
Systems with Warranty and Lo­
cal Face-to-Face Support, 
Starting as Low as $399! Buy 
from Big Spring
(432)466-0800.

Efficiency Apt. • *175* 
One Bdr. • *225* 
Two Bdr. • *300*

«w/6 Mo. Loom

(*S300 Deposit) ^

O V E R S TO C K E D  on 8x8 and
8x10 Buildings. Financing & 
Delivery Available.
(432)563-3108.

■ All utilities Except Efectric Paid 

' Free High Speed Wireless 

' On-Site Manager 

' Laundry Ot Vending Facility 

' Mousing Assistance Accepted

K EN TW O O D  HOM E, 3 Bed­
room, 2 bath. Large back yard, 
garage, $600.00 month, 
$500.00 deposit. 2509 Cindy 
Lane. Call Home Realtors 
(432)263-1284.

S LIG H TLY  D AM AG ED  12x24 
Garage/Workshop. Financing & 
Delivery Available.
(432)563-3108.

1 Bedroom Apartments 
Move-in 50% off 
1st months rent 

Coronado Hills Apartments
801 W. Marcy 

Big Spring. Tx. 79720 
(432)267-6500

S U N S E T RIDGE AP T.
Cable TV  Free! 

Playground 
No Water Bill 

Paragon Security 
24 Hour Laundry 

On-Site Mgr. & Maint 
Family Friendly 

BR $285 
1 BR $185 

Call Rhonda 
(432)263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
108 M ERRICK Road. Cute 2 
Bedroom. 1 1/2 bath on one 
acre. Call (432)213-4460. •

CHRISTM AS SPECIAL. Dec. 
Free with Deposit Paid. Large 
1 bedroom, 1503 Scurry A. All 
bills paid. $400. month, $150. 
deposit. Call (432)264-6611.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Brick 
Homes. No Down Payment. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. 6 Month warranty.
Call Maria (432)263-3461.

CHRISTM AS SPECIAL. Dec
Free with Deposit Paid. 1504- 
B Wood. Large 2 bedroom Du­
plex. Newly remodeled. $450. 
month, $200. deposit. All bills 
paid. Call (432)264-6611.

4.21 AC R ES, Campesire Es­
tates. $5,000. cash or $5F 
down and $125. monthly for 
months. Call (830)569-5101.

1505 TU S C O N . Four bedroom, 
two bath, CH/A. $600.00 
Month, $400.00 deposit. Call 
(432)270-3848.

803 A TLA N TIC  in Coahoma a 
Bedroom, 2 Bath, large master 
bath, huge closets, breakfast 
bar and carport. Call 
(432)213-4460.

2 Thru 6 Bedroom Homes. 
Pool. 24 hour maintenance. 
Central Heat and Air, stove, re­
frigerator,' ‘ 'disKwasHef, ‘ fur­
nished. Washer/ dryer connec­
tions. (432)263-3461 -Tom .

BY O W NER 1906 Morrison. 4 
Bedroom, 2 bath, dining room, 
CH/A, utility room, storage 
building, tile brick fence, circle 
drive. $70,000.00. Call 
(432)466-2066.

623 C A YLO R
Possible 4 bedrooms, 2 bath 
Stove & Refrigerator furnished 
Washer/ Dryer connections 
Fenced backyard 
Deposit $100. Rent $450.
Call (432)267-2112 
(/eave message.

O W NER FINANCE. 19605 
North Hwy. 87 in Ackerly, 2.64 
acres. 3 Bedroom. 1 bath 
w/barn. On 87 and 2230 
$26,000.00, $3,000 Down. Toll 
Free 866-894-4591,
325-650-5900.

Vehicles

712 G O LIAD . 2 or 3 Bedroom. 
®tove and refrigerater fur­
bished. Washer & dryer con- 
Tlections, CH/A. $500. month, 
$275. deposit. No HUD. Call 
(432)267-2296.

3 N e w
2004 Ford Freestar Vans 
r 12,000 Off MSRP
Bob Brock Ford
,500 \V. 4 t h  2 6 7 -7 4 2 4

B A R C E L O r S A  A P A R T M E r S T S
C h o o se  Y our O w n M onth ly  R en t O p tio n s  

$ * A Q  S uch  As ALL BILLS PAID  i
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP 

5 3 8  W estover 2 6 3 -1 252
________________Housing A— istsnee A c c » p t »d _______________

C f l Texas Orientations
D a lla s , E l P a s o  &  L a re d o  

Week of January 2nd

[?(jQ@G0©g)D C!il0O©©Q
■ $ 0 .0 5  N E

$82,295 B o n u s  P ay !
C f i  A n n u a l Earnings:

A V C . SO L O : $ 5 0 ,7 5 8
T O P  SO LO :

TOP TWAM S f 5 4 ,2 2 2
C f e e e  A  C O C

1-800- C F I - D R I V E
cfidrive.com <aoo-23x»-3T4a)

Hi  ̂1

I 'p v  * m i  ' V I

Big Spring H erald  Classifieds
Definitely Worth A Look 

To place your classified ad, call
( 9 1 5 )  2 6 3 -7 3 3 1

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS
Mars and Saturn square 

off in a battle of wills, 
bringing up an excellent 
question: What is worth 
fighting for? The struggle 
has been occurring since 
Nov. 1. and will continue 
into the new year, but 
today marks a crucial 
point in the conflict. 
Some of you will decide to 
drop your side of an argu­
ment, lawsuit or private 
crusade.

ARIES (March 21 April
19) .' Life feels very much 
like a game today, and 
you won’t have much fun 
warming up the bench. 
Suit up, and be ready for 
the starting line-up. A 
Gemini and a Libra on 
your team ensure a sue-
CGSS.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . The usual (but often 
overlooked) remedies — 
sufficient water and sleep 
— will help you deal with 
stress. You can handle 
anything thrown at you. 
Family members give 
(unwelcome) advice, but 
it’s given with much love!

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . Sacrifice is admirable 
now and again. When it 
occurs all the time, it’s 
pathological. Your first 
priority should be to take 
care of yourself. Stop let­
ting others take advan­
tage of you.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . You finally ^ang out 
with someone who can 
challenge you intellectu­
ally. It’s a free exchange 
of information and ideas. 
Fortunately, you’ve plen­
ty of both. Dare to test
our weirdest theories.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 

.t’s time to transition 
from mental to physical: 
Think less, and move 
spontaneously. Your body 
has its own intelligence, 
and it’s deep, ancient and 
even more intuitive than 
your mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 
22). Make a lateral move

at work. It means a better 
long-term career path. 
People around you recog­
nize your talents, even 
though it takes them a 
while. Keeping your 
genius a secret is so last / 
w b b R! ^

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Finance expert Suze 
Orman says, “Abundance 
is about being rich, with 
or without money. “ 
Today, you’ll prove that 
you are wealthy in every 
way. Sagittarius people 
drive the point home.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). A winning combina­
tion: play, exercise and 
love. The balance makes 
your heart full, plus, 
improving your health 
benefits every other area 
of your life.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). You’re centered 
and purposeful. Fellow 
Sag Nelly Furtado sings, 
“I’m like a bird; I’ll only 
fly away,” which, at one 
time, was your anthem, 
but not now. You know 
where your home is. Hint: 
It’s where your heart is, 
too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). You’ll be min­
gling with the creme de la 
creme. Fashion choices 
could affect your attitude. 
Think ahead — make 
sure that you are dressed 
to feel comfortable among 
the well-heeled.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). You’ve been slog­
ging through your project 
for quite some time, and 
you’re almost done. Way 
to keep your nose to the 
grindstone. It will all be 
worth it in the end, but 
you already knew that!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). You’re in rhythm and 
harmony with your envi­
ronment and you show it 
"both in little and big 
ways. Music pours out of 
you. Sing in the car, 
stomp, clap or play a song 
using the touch-tone but­
tons on your phone.

Annie’s Mailbox
Dear Annie: I have been 

married for 47 years. 1 am 
retired now, but have no 
money problems. 1 do, 
however, have a problem 
with my wife.

1 love “Harriet” dearly, 
but when I tell her this, 
she always comes back 
with a nasty reply. She 
never makes eye contact 
with me, and we never 
have a conversation 
unless she is upset about 
something. I am not 
allowed to touch her in 
any way, and we have not 
been intimate for years.

When I ask her what 1 
could possibly do to make 
things better, she say,s I 
have to “change.” I have 
tried to change so many 
times that I no longer 
have a clue what I am 
supposed to do. I pray 
every night that Harriet 
will accept me as I am. I 
just want to hold her in 
my arms.

I have asked her to see 
our pastor or a counselor, 
but she refuses. I think 
the reason is that she’s 
afraid the counselor \yill 
suggest we try doing 
something together, and 
she doesn’t want that.

I love Harriet in spite of 
how things are. I recently 
said, “Let’s just talk nice­
ly to each other and see if 
that makes things better.” 
She said no. I know she 
would never want to have 
sex, and I doubt very 
much that I could, even if 
I wanted to, but it would 
be wonderful just to hold 
one another. If you have 
any suggestions, I would 
certainly appreciate it. — 
Chicago

Dear Chicago: How sad 
for you. Has Harriet 
always been like this? If 
not, has she seen her doc­
tor lately? Changes in per­
sonality can indicate 
physical or psychiatric 
problems that can be 
treated.

In the meantime, please 
consider counseling. We

know Harriet isn’t likely 
to go with you, but you 
can go alone and develop 
some coping strategies. 
Ask your doctor or pastor 
for a referral, or try the 
American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors 
(www.aapc.org) and 
Samaritan Counseling 
Centers (samaritaninsti- 
tute.org).

Dear Annie: 1 am writ­
ing in response to “Jane’s 
Sad Neighbor,” who dis­
covered that her neighbor 
had died and the children 
had no funeral service. 
Jane was wrong to make 
such a request of her chil­
dren.

People need to realize 
that the funeral ritual 
provides a valuable and 
much-needed service to 
the grieving. I have had 
people say to me, “When I 
die, just throw me in the 
grave. I don’t want any­
thing.” My response has 
been, “If you can say you 
want the same thing for 
your child or spouse if 
they were to die, then we 
will do it for you.” Most 
can’t.

People think they are 
doing their family a favor 
by saving them money or 
sparing them the grief of 
the funeral ceremony, 
when really they are 
doing them a disservice 
by not allowing them to 
grieve properly. I am not 
advocating spending 
beyond your means, but a 
life lived should be hon­
ored at death. — Sam 
Cummings Jr., President, 
Pennsylvania Funeral 
Directors Association

Dear Sam Cummings: 
We agree that funeral 
services can provide a 
way for friends and fami­
ly members to say good­
bye, and we hope our 
readers will keep that in 
mind when making their 
decisions. Thank you for 
your expert opinion.

© 2005 CREATORS SYN­
DICATE, INC.
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This Date 
In History

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 27, 
the 361st day of 2005. There 
are four days left in the 
year.

Today’s H ighlight in 
History:

On Dec. 27, 1932, Radio 
City Music Hall opened in 
New York.

On this date:
In 1822, scien tist Louis 

Pasteur was born in Dole, 
France.

In 1831, naturalist Charles 
Darwin set out on a voyage 
to the Pacific aboard the 
HMS Beagle. (Darwin’s dis­
coveries during  the trip  
helped to form the basis of 
his theories on evolution.)

In 19(X), m ilitant prohibi­
tionist Carry A. Nation car­
ried  out her firs t public 
sm ashing of a bar, a t the 
Carey Hotel in W ichita, 
Kan.

In 1904, Jam es B arrie’s 
play "Peter Pan: The Boy 
Who W ouldn’t Grow Up” 
opened at the Duke of York’s 
Theater in London.

In 1927, the musical play

1

“Show Boat," w ith m usic by 
Jerom e Kern and libretto by 
Oscar H am m erstein II, 
opened at the Ziegfeld 
Theater in New York.

In 1945, 28 nations signed 
an agreem ent creating the 
World Bank.

In 1968, Apollo 8 and its 
th ree  astro n au ts  made a 
safe, nighttim e splashdown 

j n  the Pacific.
In 1979, Soviet forces 

seized control of 
Afghanistan. President 
Hafizullah Amin, who was 
overthrow n and executed, 
was replaced by Babrak 
Karmal.

In 1985, Palestinian guer­
rillas opened fire inside the 
Rome and Vienna airports; a 
to tal of 20 people were 
killed, including five of the 
attackers, who were slain by 
police and security person­
nel.

In 1985, American natu ral­
ist Dian Fossey, who had 
studied gorillas in the wild, 
was found hacked to death 
at a research  station  in 
Rwanda.

Today’s Birthdays: Former 
U.S. Sen. Jam es A. McClure 
(R-Idaho) is 81. Rockabilly 
m usician Scotty Moore is 74. 
ABC News correspondent 
Cokie Roberts is 62. Singer

Tracy Nelson is 61. Actor 
Gerard Depardieu is 57. Jazz 
singer-musician T.S. Monk 
is 56. S inger-songw riter 
Karla Bonoff is 54. Rock 
m usician  David Knopfler 
(Dire S traits) is 53. 
Broadcast journalist A rthur 
Kent is 52. Actress M aryam 
D’Abo is 45. Country m usi­
cian  Jeff B ryant is 43. 
Actress Eva LaRue is 39. 
Rock m usician  G u th rie  
Govan (Asia) is ;14. M usician 
Matt Slocum is 33. Actor 
Wilson Cruz is 32. Singer 
Olu is 32.

Thought for Today: 
“Everybody gets so much 
inform ation all day long that 
they lose th e ir  common 
sense.” — G ertrude Stein, 
American author (1874-1946).

® 2005 The Associated Press.
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Newsday Crossword MUSIC T O  YOUR EARS by Norma Steinberg 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
A C R O S S

1 Used to be 
5 Top of a wave

10 Like some 
tales

1 4 “N o w _  
me down 
to sleep . .

15 Actor Burton
16 Toast topping
17 Advantage
18 Whirlpool 

competitor
19 Frost or 

Pound
20 Suffix for 

book
21 Undecided 

part of the 
electorate

23 Jack Webb 
T V  program

25 Woolly mama
26 Prod
27 Court 

schedule
32 Nasal accent
34 Responded 

to applause
35 Bar order
36 Hard to find
37 Would be 

able to
38 Plant’s 

beginning
39 Oral
40 Is boastful
41 Cowboy gear
42 Pilgrims' 

homo
44 Coffee cup§
45 That thing’s
46 Carryall
49 Other such

stuff
54 52, in 

old Rome
55 Booty
56 Serious play

57 Subjective 
atmosphere

58 Chess player’s 
consideration

59 Kind of duck
60 Peachy-__
61 “So be it!”
62 Brainy
63 Adm in.__

DOW N
1 Brandish
2  _______statesman
3 Ill-trained 

fighting force
4 Check out
5 Scratched
6 Send 

payment
7 Indiana 

senator Bayh
8 Performed 

with the choir
9 Went touring

10 Highly ranked 
group

11 Healing plant
12 Nasty look
13 Oodles
21 Fly in the 

ointment
22 Ran up a tab
24 Out of sight
27 Cold symptom
28 Shoemaker’s 

tools
29 Soldier’s 

formal wear
30 T h e  _  

have it!”
31 Get new 

drapes, rugs, 
etc.

32 Golf-course 
hazard

33 Howl
34 Dinghy or 

barge

37 Aggressive 
campaigns

38 Wise one
40 These 

two things
41 Figure-skating 

jump
43 Hand covering
44 Subject of 

Amadeus
46 Less feral
47 Buenos__
48 Goliath, 

for one
4 9  _______mater
50 Weaver’s 

machine
51 Word on a 

valentine
52 Quick haircut
53 Actress__

Pinkett Smith
57 Police blotter 

abbr.
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Wacky Facts
I January is'named for the Roman god Janus, 

^guardian of gates, who is often shown with two faces 
I— one looking backward and one looking forward.

I Garnet is the birthstone for the 
month of January.

—  World Alm anac fo r Kids

Oslritiuled by Knigbl Riddw/Tribuna

I’m really lazy sometimes and disorganized. 
My bedroom is a mess! I really like it when it’s clean, 
but 1 make excuses that I like it when it’s dirty, too.’ 

— Actress Erika Christensen, 
on her biggest flaw, 
on sevenuen.com.
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ired of sloppy scribbles, Richie B., 11, pledged to per­
fect his penmiinship last January. The year progressed, 
but his writing didn't. "The penmanship jast got
worse.” he says. “1 get tired of trying to write neat.” 

Richie's New Year’s resolution lasted '"two or three
months” betbre he gave up.

Like Richie, many Americans make resolutions at the 
beginning of each new year. More than half of Americans 
say they make a New Year's resolution — but only one- 
third of those resolvers are successful, reports the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Demanding total perfection is one reason people quit 
working on a resolution, says Chicago life coach Alison 
Miller.

"We get caught up in this idea that we are going to do 
it perfectly or forget it, " Miller says. "Expect to mess up 
sometimes and (don't) beat yourself up for it.”

Resolutions stunetimes can be unrealistic. Going for a 
goal that's tcx) hard to accomplish can leave a kid feeling 
sad. Miller says.

".Saying T m  going to Uxik like a super-model' is 
going to make you unhappy,” she says. “It's better to 
f(x:us on moving your IxxJy and being healthy.”

Even though "New Year's resolutions don't work” for 
him, Kevin M.. I.*̂ , is planning to practice piano for at 
least an hour a day. He’s considering a career in mii' ic, 
but says homework and schcx)l are his main fcKuses. 
Knowing his schedule, he says he’ll “be lucky to get .10 
minutes a day” of practice.

A bit is better than nothing, and making reminders can 
help you do a little at a time. Miller says kids should 
write down their goals and post a note that asks. "What 
car. I do tcxlay to make my goal a reality?”

"It’s just small steps along the way. It's not about 
doing it all at once.” Miller says.

Claire K.. 12, says, the fiKus isn't on her. Helping 
other people is her resolution, so she’ll start by donating 
her old clothing.

Claire is hopeful that thinking about the rea.son for her 
resolution will help her keep it up. “Remember you are 
doing it for good and it will help you to be a better per­
son or just do something better,’’ she says.

Set realistic goals
Last year’s resolutions a bust ? Here's how you can keep your 

goals when it comes to three important areas:
Sports: Shatter the schwl’s free throw record and mn the 

fastest mile in gym class. Sound like a plan? Maybe. But sky- 
high resolutions might lead to disappointment, says Gary Crull, a 
kinesiology professor at the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign. Goals like “I want to be the best” are all about com­
parison and very few ever achieve that status, he says.

Instead of going for the top-dog rep. getting personal can help 
kids see results, he says. Focus on your performance — can you 
shave a few seconds off your race time? Get more game play?

If all else fails, resolve to have more patience.
Family: Home life can be pretty perky on TV. But in real life, 

“it’s not reasonable to say there will never be conflict,” says Patti 
Criswell, stxial worker and author of “What Would You Do?” 

The goal is to re.solve family problems kindly. When a sibling 
ticks you off, keep cool and tell him how to make it rigjil, she says.

Criswell suggests using “kindness counts” tokens. Do some­
thing nice for your sibling, like carry up his laundry basket Put the 
token on top so it’s obvious that you wanted to be nice, she says.

School: Last semester not your best? A bit of oi;ganization 
can get you on the right track, says Jennifer Schmidt a middle 
school teacher at Morgan Park Academy in Illinois. * 

Short-term goals, such as “I’m going to write down all my 
assignments,” are easier to accomplish than lofty aims like T m  
going to get straight A’s,” Schmidt says.

Try writing down assignments and putting up a calendar to^ 
mark long-term projects. “Work on (a big project) 10 nuniiles a  
day so the night before it’s due, you’re not mshing to get it
she says-......

In The News

Can SpongeBob 
encourage kids to 
eat healthy food?
What do SpongeBob SquarePants, Dora the 

Explorer and Shrek have in common? All three 
popular characters are being used to promote non- < 
nutritious foods to kids. Instead of smiling on 
candy and cookie wrappers, SpongeBob and oth­
ers should be used to encour­
age kids to eat more fmits and 
vegetables, a new study says.

The report, released this month by the Institute 
of Medicine, says television advertising has a big 
impact on the diets of kids under 12. To develop 
their .findings, the panel reviewed hundreds of 
studies. It also gathered scientific evidence of how 
food marketing affects kids’ diets.

The report recommended that the food industry 
spend its money marketing nutritious food and 
drinks.

IS ADVERTISING PUTTING  
KIDS’ HEALTH AT RISK?

According to the report, advertisements for food 
and drinks are encouraging kids and families to 
make poor food choices. If kids are to avoid diet- 
related diseases such as obesity and diabetes, they 
must reduce the amount of high-caloric, low-nutri­
ent foods and drinks in their diets, the report says.

“The foods advertised are predominantly high 
in calories and low in nutrition — the sort of diet 
that puts children’s long-term health at risk,” said 
J. Michael McGinnis of the Institute of Medicine.

TOUGH COM PETITION
The number of new foods advertised to kids is 

constantly growing. In 1994, 52 new food products 
were targeted at kids. In 2004, that number jumped 
to 500! With so much competition, many compa­
nies rely on advertising to get families to buy their 
products. Those companies often use popular char­
acters or spokespeople to grab kids’ attention.

Some cotTtpanies are already working to make a 
change. In October, Nickelodeon launched, a cam­
paign focused on getting kids to eat healthier and 
get more exercise. The campaign 
features former President Bill 
Clinton, SpongeBob SquarePants 
and Dora the Explorer promoting 
fresh fruits and vegetables.

MAKING PROGRESS
Wally Snyder, president of the American 

Advertising Federation, says the report should rec­
ognize companies’ efforts to make food products 
healthier.

“There’s a long way to go, but the industry is 
responding, and it doesn’t seem like there’s any 
recognition of that in this report,” he said.

— Jill Egan

NICKELODEON
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