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State hospital
offering treats

Big Spring State
Hospital volunteers
will offer Valentine’s
Day treats and provide
free delivery of gift
items to raise money
for the hospital’s
patients.

Plants, stuffed ani-
mals, candy and
singing telegrams are
just a few of the gifts
being provided by the
hospital’s Volunteer
Services Council for
Valentine’s Day.

Singing telegrams
will be delivered
Monday, Feb. 14, but
other items will be
available for Friday,
Feb. 11, and Monday,
Feb. 14 delivery. Cash-
and-carry items are
already available at
Howard College, First
Bank of West Texas
and Citizens Federal

range from $10 to $35.
For more informa-
tion, call (432) 268-7536
or 268-7533.
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Cover Story:
Although actor Jeff
Daniels has been
extremely successful in
Hollywood, he has
remained true to his
small-town Michigan
roots. Not only does he
still live in Chelsea,
Mich., but he also has
a theater group there
to help support other
actors. '
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Candidate filing light; incumbents leading the way

By STEVE REAGAN

Credit Union..Prices -} -

Staff Writer

Candidate filings for upcoming
city and school elections have
been light, officials report.

Monday was the first day for

prospective candidates to file in .

many of -the area elections,
which will be held in May. But
there has not exactly been a
press of people anxious to get
their names on the ballot.

The two Big Spring City
Council incumbents up for re-
election — Stephanie Horton in

Water

Water quality
monitors an
asset to area

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

New water quality

monitors at Beals

Creek and on the
Colorado River could

mean better water

quality for much of

the Howard County

area, according to

local officials.

The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality has
installed new, continuous water
monitoring systems at two

District 1
and Joanne
Staulcup in
District 3
- have
filed their
candida-

Staulcup

lengers have filed, city officials
say.

The same is true at Big Spring
Independent School District,
where incumbents Irene
Bustamante (District 1) and Alan

Partee (District 3) are the only
people to announce their candi-
dacies.

There have been no candidate
filings as yet for either the
Coahoma city council or school
board elections.

Three spots on the Coahoma
city council are open this year,
seats currently held by Mayor
Bill Read and council members
Ricky Stone and David Elmore,
officials said. Coahoma school
board seats currently held by
Dale Coates and John Wayne
Metcalf also are up for election

this year.

The news is same in Stanton,
where no candidate filings have
been announced in either the
city or school board elections.

The Stanton City Council will
have two seats up for election
this year, spots currently held by
Mark Briseno (at-large) and
Carmen Cazares (District 4).
Candidate filings for the Stanton .
school board begins Tuesday.
Seats currently held by Johnny
Lowder (District 3) and Todd

See FILING, Page 5A
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Colorado River Municipal Water
District pump stations, located
southeast of Big Spring and
northwest of Colorado City.
CRMWD General- ,Manager
John Grant said the partnership
between the district and the state

of Texas is beneficial for every-
one involved. '

“We've had similar monitors in
place since the 1970s, so I sup-
pose we were a little ahead qf our
time,” said Grant with a lgugh.
“We were at a point when we

By APRIL CASTRO

were going to need to replace
those monitors, but the state
stepped in and provided them so
they could receive the reports as
well. It's going to be very helpful

See WATER, Page 5A

Wanna bet?

Video gambling gaining
momentum in Legislature

Associated Press Writer
AUSTIN (AP) — The

“..what I'm
asking

wounds.

LAKE KATHRYN, Fla.
(KRT) — A man who
police. say ambushed
three Lake County sher-
iff’s deputies, killing one,
was captured at dusk
Wednesday in the Ocala
National Forest after a

daylong manhunt involv-
ing more than 500 offi-
cers.

Jason Lee Wheeler, 29,
of Lake Kathryn, was
apprehended after a gun-
battle in a wooded area
about six miles from his

. KRT photo/Red Huber, Orlando Sentinel
Lake County, Fla., Deputy Sheriff Chaplin Bob Whitworth (right, back to camera) com-
forts unidentified people in front of Florida Hospital Waterman emergency room in Lake
County. Three Lake County deputies responded to an assault complaint and were alleged-
ly shot by suspect Jason Wheeler. One has died, and two are recovering from their

| Dephty killed, 2 wounded
in Florida; suspect captured

home.

Wheeler was wounded
and his injuries appeared
to be worse than initially
thought, sheriff's Capt.
Nick Pallitto said.

See DEPUTY, Page 5A

fight for state-taxed video
slot machines is again
gaining steam in the
Texas House, where a
Houston lawmaker is
proposing at least one
video gambling casino

within a short distance

from every Texan.

Democratic Rep.
Sylvester Turner filed leg-
islation Tuesday that
would generate about $1
billion every year for the
state. His plan would
allow one video gambling
retailer in each of nine
geographic regions across
Texas, as well as at dog
and horse racing tracks
and Texas’ Indian reser-
vations.

Revenue would be dedi-
cated to public education.

But some Republicans
argue that gambling goes
against the state GOP
party platform, is destruc-
tive to family values and
preys on Texas’ poorest
population.

Though supported by
Republican Gov. Rick
Perry last year, a similar
proposal failed during a

House

members to

dois to

vote to allow

the people in the
state of Texas to
decide whether or not
they want VLTs. ...”

Tumer

special session last
spring. Perry has since
distanced himself from
the idea. A projected bud-
get surplus of about $400
million has reduced the
need to raise money from
slot machines, he said.
“It’ll go through the
process, but any gam-
bling prospects are poorer
than they were two years
ago; for that matter, even
six months ago, after the
revenue estimate came
back very positive,” he
said Wednesday. Any
gambling bill would face
an uphill climb, he said.
Any video gambling leg-

See GAMBLE, Page 5A

Rascal Razzmatazz entries due Friday

By VALERIE AVERY

school,” said Linda Billington,

Big

Spring

Municipal

Sunday.

Special to the Herald

Children, ages birth through 11
years old who like to dress up
and appear on stage are encour-
aged to enter the Relay for Life
Razzmatazz.

The children’s pageant is a low-
key affair where children appear
on stage in their “Sunday Best”
and answer a few questions from
the emcee. 3

“They can talk about them-

selves and their hobbies, their

ambitions, where they go to

Relay Rascal Razzmatazz chair.
“The children get low-key, on-
stage experience to boost their
self-esteem, have fun and help in
a community-wide event.
Parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles get to show off their pre-
cious children.”

The Big Spring State Hospital
Relay for Life team, “Body, Mind
and Soul,” sponsors Relay Rascal
Razzmatagz, and has done so for
three yea

The t

sset for Feb. 19
and will begin

10 a.m. at the

Auditorium, Third St. and Nolan
Ave. The deadline to enter is 5
p.m. Friday.

Children who do enter will par-
ticipate in various age groups
and trophies will be awarded to
the first place male and female
wianers in each group; second-
place ribbons also will be award-
ed to the male and female win-
ners in each age category. :

Each participant will receive a
certificate and a ribbon along

See RAZZ, Page 5A

AT A GLANCE

What: Relay Rascal Rézzmatazz
pageant for children.

Where: Big Spring Municipal
Auditorium, Third and Nolan.
When: 10 a.m. Saturday, Feb.
19.

Entry deadline: 5 p.m. Friday.

To enter: Contact Linda
Billington or Jacque Moore at -
267-8216. Entry fee is $10.



http://www.UgsprlngheraM.eom

2A

LOCAL

Obituaries

Cordie Oaks

Cordie Oaks, 97, of Ackerly died Wednesday, Feb. 9,
2005, in a local hospital. Graveside funeral services
will be held at 10 a.m. Friday, Feb. 11, 2005, at the
Peace Chapel at Trinity Memorial Park with Billy
Garrett Reed officiating. :

She was born Nov. 30, 1907, in Whitt and married
Edd Oaks Dec. 25, 1928, in Ackerly. He preceded her in
death Aug. 17, 1971.

Mrs. Oaks moved to Ackerly in December 1923 with
her family. She and her late husband had farmed in
the Ackerly area for many years. She loved to spend
time searching for arrowheads and reading. She was a
Methodist and sang in the church choir.

Survivors include her daughter and son-in-law,
Gracie and Bill Brown of Ackerly; one sister, Inez
Bearden of Big Spring; one grandson, Terry Brown of
Ackerly; two great-grandchildren, Billy Bob Brown
and D'Nae Acevedo, both of Lubbock; three great-great-
grandchildren, Colten Acevedo, Ashlyn Acevedo and
Lauren Grace Reyna, all of Lubbock.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at

www.npwelch.com.
Paid obituary

Floyd Hale

- Floyd Hale, 80, of Westbrook died Wednesday, Feb. 9,

2005, in a Lubbock hospital. Services are 10 a.m.
Saturday, Feb. 12, 2005, in the Kiker-Seale Chapel with
Clark Johnson and Archie Scarborough officiating.
Burial will follow in the Westbrook Cemetery.

He was born Aug. 22, 1924, in Hamilton County to
James W. and Euphie Merchant Hale, had been a res-
ident of Westbrook since 1977 and was a veteran of the
U.S. Army during World War II. He married LaVada
Moore Sept. 1, 1946 in Roscoe. He was a member of the
Plainview Church of Christ.

He was preceded in death by his parents, a son,
Wendell Hale, a sister, Ruby Miles, two brothers, R.J.
Hale and Bob Hale, and a great-grandson, Jason
Ginkinger.

He is survived by his wife, LaVada Hale of
Westbrook; three daughters, Donna Ginkinger, Diane
Petty and Pansy Fernandez, all of Westbrook; three
sons, Donnie Hale, Eddie Hale and Ray Hale, all of
Westbrook; two sisters, Pearl Claxton of Sweetwater
and Dean Wemkin of Hermleigh; 15 grandchildren;
and 16 great-grandchildren.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. until 8
p.m. today at the funeral home.

Arrangements are under the direction of Kiker-Seale
Funeral Home.

William Ervin Smith

William Ervin Smith, 49, of Jasper, Ga., died
Monday, Feb. 7, 2005. Funeral services are 2 p.m.
Firday, Feb. 11, 2005, in the chapel of Roper Funeral
Home. Intéernment will follow in Lake Forest Memot'ial
Park in Georgia.

He is survived by his wife, Betty Anderson Smith of
Jasper, Ga.; daughters and sons-in-law, Brandy and
Jason Wolfe of USAF, England and Wendy Smith of
Marble Hill, Ga.; stepson and daughter-in-law, Chris
and Michelle Henry of Bowling Green, Ky.; step-
daughters and sons-in-law, Lorie and Joey Fleming of
Jasper, Ga., and Lisa Parker and Jim Fields of Jasper,
Ga.; mother and stepfather, Grace and Don Karns of
Big Spring; father and stepmother, Tom and Mildred
Smith of Jasper, Ga.; brothers, Keith and Debi Smith
of Big Spring and Phillip and Becky Smith of Big
Spring, Kim Karns of Annaston, Ala., Cary Karns of
Big Spring, Rocky Karns of Willington, Ala. and Dale
Karns of Jacksonville, Ala.; sister, Sharon and Chris
Rose of Lubbock; an aunt and uncle; and five grand-
children.

Arrangements are under the direction of Roper
Funeral Home in Jasper, Ga.

Louise M. Clark

Louise M. Clark 84, of San Angelo, formerly of Big
Spring, died Wednesday Feb. 9, 2005, in a local hospi-
tal.

She was born July 25, 1920, in Calhoun, Ga.

Survivors include two sons, David Clark of San
Angelo and Robert Clark of Abilene; three grandchil-
dren; five great-grandchildren; and a sister, Mary

Brown of Summerville, Ga.

Q ADOPTION AND FOSTER FAMILY CARE
INFORMATION MEETING is 7 p.m. Tuesday in the
Texas Department of Family and Regulatory Services,
2525 N. Grandview in Odessa. Call Iris Hall-Sanders,
foster home developer, at 432-686-2273.

O BALLOON-A-GRAMS FOR SALE BY THE
YOUTH OF COLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Saturday and from 10 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Monday for $5 with free delivery. Order at
the church’s west entrance, 603 Tulane. Proceeds ben-
efit Youth World Evangelism Action Project Ireland
Ministry. Call 267-8593.

Q EAGLES LODGE AUXILIARY ITALIAN FOOD
SUPPER begins at 7 p.m. Friday and continues until
all the food is gone. Cost is $5 per plate. The lodge is
located at 703 W. Third. Call 263-6862.

QO PROM MEETING FOR ALL PARENTS OF
JUNIOR CLASS STUDENTS is 7 p.m. today in the
Big Spring High School library. Call Cindy New at 264-
4144 ot 267-6237 with any questions.

0O HOWARD. COUNTY A&M CLUB SCHOLAR-
SHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2005-2006 are being
accepted. Applications may be obtained from Mike or

Jeane Niklasch at 1409 E. Highway 350 or by calling

the club president, Dr. Tom Dawson at 267-7911, ext.

)

Letha McGrath

Letha McGrath, 85, of Big Spring died Wednesday,
Feb. 9, 2005, in a local nursing home. Her services are
pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

Lynda Davis -
Lynda Davis, 53, of Big Spring died Wednesday, Feb.

9, 2005, in a Midland hospital. Her services are pend-

ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &

.Crematory of Big Spring.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m.
today:

« DELMA ZAMORA, 34, 2501 Gunter Cir., was
arrested on a charge of driving while license suspend-
ed.

« ISHELL WARD, 36, 1501 Lincoln St., was placed
on hold for the Howard County Sheriff’s Office.

« JESSE ROY PEREZ, 37, 407 Sunset, was arrested
on local warrants and Howard County warrants.

« ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported on
the 900 block of E. Interstate 20.

* CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported on the 1500
block of Stadium Street.

*DRIVING WHILE LICENSE
SUSPENDED/INVALID was reported on the 2400
block of Gregg Street.

« FRAUDULENT USE/POSSESSION OF IDENTI-
FYING INFORMATION was reported on the 300
block of N.W. Ninth Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Wednesday and 8 a.m.
today:

« DORIS VALENTINE, 44, was transferred from the:
Big Spring Police Department after being arrested on
a Taylor County warrant.

* DELMA ZAMORA, 24, was transferred from the
BSPD after being arrested on a charge of driving while
license suspended.

« ISHELL LOVETTE-WARD, 36, was arrested on a
charge of bondsman off bond for failure to stop and
render aid.

« JACKIE DOYLE RICHEY, 42, was arrested on
charges of unlawful possession of a firearm by a felon
and assault/family violence.

« DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported on the
200 block of E. Fourth St. L T6!

- "Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 3-16-27-30-34.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $38,007.

Winning tickets sold in: Gonzales.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Thursday night.

HKYai 144

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Wednesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 6-16-23-35-36. Bonus Ball:
18.

Estimated jackpot for Saturday night drawing: $8
million.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Wednesday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 7-7-3

Weather

Tonight...Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of
rain. Patchy Fog. Lows in the mid 30s. South winds
around 10 mph.

Friday...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of rain.
Highs around 50. South winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday night...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of
rain. Patchy Fog. Lows around 40. Southeast winds
around 10 mph.

Saturday...Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of rain.
Highs in the. Upper 50s. South winds 10 to 20 mph.

note

216. Application deadline is April 15.

Q ODYSSEY HEALTHCARE BAKE SALE set to
begin at 11 a.m. Friday in the lobby of Scenic
Mountain Medical. Proceeds to benefit the Tsunami
relief efforts, Habitat For Humanity International and
Feed the Children. Odyssey Healthcare will match all
donations. For more information, call Maira Garvin
with Odyssey Healthcare at 213-0431.

Q DEREK CHURCHWELL MEMORIAL SCHOL-
ARSHIP has been established at Howard College.
Donations may be made to the Howard College
Foundation in care of Jan Foresyth, 1001 Birdwell
Lane. Designate the Derek Churchwell Scholarship
Fund.

Talk to an Attorney about
P your financial difficulties!

JEANNE MORALES '
ATTORNEY

Free initial consuiltation Bankruptcy services available
4500 W. lllinois, Suite 214
Midland, TX 79703

432-520-1536
attorney@jeannemorales.com
Board Certified - Consumer Bankruptcy
Texas Board Legal Specialization
S . W N
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Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

. anis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479. °

* Friends of the Library meets at noon in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

» Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the
Rag;ad Museum located at Second and Main
streefs. . ,

* League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC) Chapter 4791 regular meeting at 6 p.m. in
the Big Spring YMCA meeting room. Anyone inter-
ested in becoming a member is welcome to come. For
more information,. contact Isabel Calderon -at 466-
1109.

* American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at
3203 W. Highway 80.

* The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

* Masonic Lodge 598 meets at:7:30 p.m. at 2101
Lancaster.

» Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 219 Main
St.

* Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets. New
members are welcome. Call 263-2005 for more infor-
mation.

FRIDAY

» Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Call 267-1037 or 267-
7281.

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

» Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area
senior citizens are invited.

SATURDAY ;

» Howard County Scottish Rite Club meets at 7:30
a.m. at the Masonic Lodge located at 21st and
Lancaster streets. Breakfast is served.

» Free eye glasses are available from 9 a.m. until
11:45 a.m. in the Event Center, 1607 E. Third.

» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

MONDAY

* The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s |

Association meets in the Cactus Room at Howard
College, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Lunch will be served at
11:30 a.m.

« Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Centeér for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerabics.
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call

‘2884721 hi) : aanitl

* Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

* Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information. ’

* Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant.

* DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St. .

» Christian Singles Fellowship meets from 7 p.m.
until 9 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church
Youth Hall. All singles in the community are invited
for an evening of fellowship, food and table games.

» Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY :

» Intermediate Line Dance classes begin at 9 a.m.
in the Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center. Call 267-
1628.

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394-
4835 for more information.

* Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend.

« Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. for din-
ner with a meeting to follow at 1st and Goliad streets.
All Masons are welcome to attend.
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Courtesy photo
The Forsan High School scholastic team won Sweepstakes Honors at last weekend's

University Interscholastic League meet at Abilene Wylie.

Forsan High takes sweepstakes

Herald Staff Report

in mathematics.

The Forsan High School University
Interscholastic League team participat-
ing at the Abilene Wylie meet last week-
end came home with the 1A sweepstakes
trophy. Members of the team getting

medals and points were:

+» Levi Johnson won first place in cal-
culator, third place in number sense
and a third in headline writing.

+ Audrey Montgomery won second
place in number sense and sixth place

* The math team, coached by Susan
‘Alexander, received medals for the first
place number sense team and third
place calculator team.

Also, Crystal McNew, coached by Jim
Rhodes, won a fifth place ribbon in

poetry. Kyle Briggs won third place in

speaking.

Jan Sims.

Lincoln-Douglas Debate and Clint
Lockhart was sixth in

informative

Briggs and Lockhart are coached by

Band leader charged with

sexual abuse of students

By TARA BURGHART

Associated Press Writer

BERWYN, Ill. (AP) —
When a band teacher was
arrested here and charged
with sexually abusing 16
s‘udents, jaws dropped at
the allegations: Police
said the teacher had tied
young-girls to chairs with
duct tape.and rope and
then re-enacted bondage
scenes from his porn col-
lection.

Investigators now say
the school district in this
blue-collar Chicago sub-
urb had received com-
plaints about the teacher
years earlier and had

warned him in 2001
against “inappropriate
touching” but never

reported him.

Robert Sperlik Jr., 45,
was still teaching last
month-when the parents
of a 15-year-old girl con-
tacted police with her
story of abuse and he was
arrested.

Sperlik was formally
indicted Wednesday on
multiple counts of Kkid-
napping, sexual ‘- abuse
and unlawful restraint,

The case has led to a
flurry of allegations and
legal actions. Two former
studénts have filed feder-
al lawsuits against the
district over its handling
of their allegations. And
Sperlik’s lawyer has
demanded a gag order,
saying police have talked
so much about the case it
could be hard to find an
impartial jury or unsul-

lied defense witness.
Police say the investiga-
tion into what really hap-
pened in Sperlik’s class-
rooms over a six-year
period ending in 2003 is

continuing and the num, «

ber of alleged victims
could grow. They have
yet to identify two stu-
dents in Polaroid pictures
found in Sperlik’s North
Riverside home, partly
because the girls have so
much duct tape on their
faces, police say.

“It's a troubling time,”
said Patricia Wernet,
superintendent of Berwyn
School District 100. She
was not in the job when
the alleged abuse
occurred.

Sperlik, who is being
held without bond, did
not speak at Wednesday'’s
preliminary hearing. But
his attorney, William
Hedrick, used the oppor-
tunity to blast Berwyn
police for “parading” his
client in front of news
cameras and mailing a
letter to residents saying
Sperlik’s arrest ‘“should
put an end to this behav-
ior.”

“As opposed to acting as
a police department, they
appear to be acting as
leaders of a mob action,”
Hedrick told Judge Daniel
Weber. Weber set a
Monday hearing on the
gag order request.

Outside court, Hedrick

said Sperlik maintains

his innocence.
“He did not commit any

Senate nears vote on class action lawsuits

By JESSE J. HOLLAND
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The Senate appears to be
nearing a final vote on a
bill that would give
President Bush one of his
top second-term priorities
by shifting many class
action lawsuits from state
to federal courts.

By successfully fighting
off Democratic amend-
ments Wednesday, the
GOP-controlled = Senate
has so far preserved an
agreement with the
Republican-controlled
House to move the legisla-
tion through unchanged.

If senators can finish
the carefully compro-
mised measure Thursday
without allowing major
change, the House plans
to pass it next week and
quickly get it to Bush for
his signature.

Bush is urging senators
to pass the measure with-
out changing the version
he is ready to sign.

“They're trying to
amend the bill,” Bush
said Wednesday of the
Democratic efforts.
“That’s code word for
they're trying to weaken
the bill. They’re trying to
make the blll not effec-
tive.”

Bush and other support-
ers say the bill, which
would send most multi-
state class action lawsuits
to federal court instead of
allowing them to be heard
in state courts, is needed
because lawyers try to file
their lawsuits in friendly
state court jurisdictions
where they are more like-
ly to get large payouts.

Senators who back the
bill say greedy lawyers
make more money from
such cases than do the
actual victims, and that
lawyers sometimes
threaten companies with
class action suits just to
get quick financial settle-
ments.

“This bill, like most, is

Robbery suspect caught after leaving

EULESS (AP) — A rob-
bery suspect was caught
after leaving his wallet on
the store counter — and
then going to the police
station to pick it up. ’

Joseph Fahnbulleh, 22,
of Arlington, remained in
the Euless City Jail on

Thursday night with bail
set at { °0,000. He faces a
robbery charge.

A few days after the rob-
bery, he walked into the
Euless police station to
pick up his wallet after a
detective called to tell
him someone had found

not perfect. But I believe
that it represents the best
that can be done to solve
what is a real problem in
our legal system,” said
Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-
Calif.

Opponents of the bill
say it is aimed at helping
businesses escape multi-
million-dollar judgments
for their wrongdoing and
would hurt lawyers try-
ing to litigate those cases.

“It is wrong to allow
corporations to avoid
responsibility simply
because they harmed a
large number of people in
small amounts rather
than a small number of
.people in large amounts,”
said Nan Aron, president
of the liberal Alliance for
Justice.

The Senate rejected, 60-
39, an amendment by Sen.
Mark Pryor, D-Ark., that
would have made state
attorneys general exempt
from the legislation’s
restrictions.

his wallet in store

it.

“Once we had the wal-
let, we called him to say it
had been turned in to our
lost and found,” Euless
police Detective Marco
Valladares said.

“We don't really have
one.”
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The bill’'s opponents
contend federal judges
routinely dismiss class
action suits that deal with
law, saying
that applying more than
one state’s law to a case

makes it too unwieldily.
If this legislation passes,
those, ‘case’ will have
nowhere to be heard,
since state courts will be
banned from hearing
them, they said.
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of the crimes charged.
Period,” Hedrick said.
“He will be vindicated in
a trial if we're ever
allowed to get a fair
trial.”

Sperlik taught in
Berwyn for almost 18
years. Authorities say the
alleged abuse occurred in
six * Berwyn schools
between 1998 and 2003 and
involved girls ages 9 to 14.

Frank Marzullo,
Berwyn’'s public safety
director, said police found
two reprimands in
Sperlik’s file from 2001
and 2002, warning him
against “inappropriate
touching” and reminding
him to keep his door open
while teaching.

Marzullo said none of
the instances were report-
ed to police or the Illinois
Department of Children
and Family Services, as
required by state law of
school officials who sus-
pect abuse. The state's
attorney’s office has sub-
poenaed records to see if
the district violated state
law, he said.

William Jordan,
Berwyn’s superintendent
from 1996 to 2003, said he
has a “weak recollection”
of a reprimand about five
years ago involving
Sperlik, but he said it
wasn’t sexual.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Sharon Hardeman, 43,
died Friday. Memorial
Services will be at 4:00
PM Thursday at Myers &
Smith Chapel.

Raymundo Rodriguez,
73, died Monday.
Funeral Mass will be at
1:00 PM Thursday at St.
Thomas Catholic Church
with . burial. at. .. Trinity
Memorial Park.
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“Congress shall make no law-respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.
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Publisher

John A. Moseley Bill McClellan

Managing Editor News Epito:
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Public must
educate itself
on Bush plan

e chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, Sen. Charles Grassley, R-
Iowa, predicts that Congress will not pass

M. President Bush's Social Security propos-
als without public support. Grassley gives Bush
three months to build that support.

If the fate of Social Security reforms, particu-
larly Bush's proposed personal investment
accounts, lies with the public, it becomes the
duty of every American to be familiar with how
the system works and what would change if
Congress approves the president's proposals. At a
minimum, Americans should consider the fol-
lowing points and expect the administration to
explain how the finances of workers, retirees and
the federal government would improve, or at
least escape harm:

Most Americans have little savings and large
debt. The desirability of personal retirement
accounts is tempered by the need for trillions of
dollars in additional federal borrowing.

Bush saysg there is not enough money coming in
to meet the promises made to retiring baby
boomers. But diverting payroll taxes to personal
accounts for younger Americans would reduce
the money to pay baby boomer benefits, exacer-
bating the problem and enlarging the runaway
national debt.

New White House budget figures predict that
the rising federal deficit, now more than $400 bil-
lion annually, will decline by half by 2009.
However, those figures do not include war-fight-
ing costs or the trillions in federal borrowing
necessary to. establish personal retirement
accounts. How can the administration simultane-
ously predict deficits cut in half and make its No.
1 priority a program that would increase the
deficits?

Some calculations indicate that tomorrow's
workers would benefit from the personal
accounts, adding $2,000-$3,000 a year to their
retirement benefits. In order for that to happen,
however, each account must generate an average
return of 4.5 percent over inflation. In the event
of a deep or prolonged recession, that target
would not be met, leaving personal accounthold-

ers worse off than they would be under the tra-

ditional Social Security system. Is a possible
increase in retirement income worth the risk?

Bush says personal accounts would allow
Americans the chance to pass on a nest egg to
their survivors. But in most cases that scenario
would require premature death. In order to
ensure adequate retirement income from a per-
sonal account, most retirees would have to pur-
chase an annuity, depleting their nest egg.

Three months should be plenty of time for the
administration to assemble the numbers and pre-
sent them to the public. Unfortunately, establish-
ing personal accounts would not improve the
shortfall that will overtake Social Security in
2042. Measures other than personal accounts will
have to be adopted to sustain benefits.

THE CHRONICLE
HoUSTON

How To Contact Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opin-
ions.
- In order that we might better serve your needs, we

offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

« By e-mail Managing Editor John A, Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill
McClellan at newsdesk@crcom.net. .

« By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721
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Inside report: Chairman Bill’s deal

ep. Bill Thomas of

P California, chairman of
the House Ways and
Means Committee, is the
ultimate legislative poker player
who keeps his hand shielded even
from partners. But he showed a
few cards during the recent
Republican retreat at the
Greenbrier resort in
White Sulphur
Springs, W.Va. His
fellow Republican
congressmen were
astounded.

The chairman'’s deal
bore little resem-
blance to George W.
Bush'’s plan for Social

Security and tax ROBERT

reform. Thomas indi- NovVAK

cated he would marry :
S ———

Social Security with
total repeal of the corporate
income tax, which would be
replaced by a value-added tax
(VAT). As for simplification of
individual taxes, he indicated that
is off the board — contradicting
desires of many Republican con-
gressmen. :

As he enters his fifth year as
chairman, has Thomas over-
stepped himself? Social Security
reform is a massive legislative
undertaking, and he magnifies the
difficulty with the additional com-
plicated task of establishing a
VAT. Furthermore, he is pressing
his own policy without guidance
or approval from the White House.
He is a masterful, domineering
personality who until now has
bent Ways and Means and the
House itself to his will, but never
on an agenda of this dimension.

President Bush always intended
to pass Social Security reform this
year, postponing an unspecified

tax reform until an undetermined
time in the future. However,
Thomas has been suggesting it
would be efficient to combine
Social Security and tax reform.
But Bill Thomas and George W.
Bush are on very different wave-
lengths when it comes to reform-
ing taxes. Bush contemplates an
overall simplification of the
Internal Revenue Code. Thomas
does not. ;

During the retreat starting Jan.
28, Thomas revealed some of his
cards. While transforming Social
Security, he also would repeal the
corporate income tax and replace
it with a VAT paid by the con-

“sumer. Thomas told his colleagues

of multiple advantages for the U.S.
in international trade and hinted
at a bountiful increase in federal
revenue — money that would be
useful in addressing the Social
Security shortfall.

Thomas’s uncharacteristically
buoyant optimism abruptly ended
when he turned to the flat tax as a
possible simplification of individ-
ual taxes. He posed difficult ques-
tions to the assembled House
members. Would you and your
constituents be willing to give up
the home mortgage deduction?
The charitable contributions
deduction? The deduction for state
and local income taxes?

Since the answer to all of these
questions is obviously no, Thomas
went on, the tax rate would have
to rise to recapture revenue. But
that rate would be too high for
low-income taxpayers, and there
would have to be at least two
rates. There goes your flat tax,
with one low rate and no deduc-
tions.

This logical recognition of the
flat tax as a non-starter has led
many in Congress to a different

path to reform based on taxing
consumption. The "fair tax" —
repealing all income taxes and
replacing them with a national
sales tax — has attracted 44 House
sponsors and interest from no less
than President Bush and House
Speaker Dennis Hastert.

At this point, still using the
Socratic method, Thomas asked
how many of his colleagues’ con-
stituents would welcome walking

" into a store and paying 30 percent

of the retail cost with a sales tax.
Once again, the answer was no.
Thus, the chairman had swiftly
ruled out both the flat tax and the
national sales tax, and therefore .

- vetoed individual income tax

reform.

A tax agenda that eliminates the
corporate tax but otherwise
retains the horrid complexity of
the Revenue Code and establishes -
a VAT will draw huzzahs from the
business lobbyists of K Street who

normally balk at tax reform.

However, the lethal combination
of a VAT and the present federal
income tax that Thomas proposes
always has been unacceptable to
conservatives. ;

House Republicans at the
Greenbrier, including even some
Ways and Means members, don’t
like the hand dealt them by the
chairman. The speculation on
Capitol Hill that the House will
play these cards anyway is based
on Thomas’s legislative mastery
the past four years. But that
record was forged in partnership
with the president and the speak-
er. He is going it alone this time.

To find out more about Robert D.
Novak and read his past columns,
visit the Creators Syndicate web
page at www.creators.com.

© 2005 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
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P.O. Box 2910
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U.S. Senator
_ P.0. Box 12428
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Washington, 20510
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A club too exclusive for GOP’s good

e Republican Party rules

the White House, as well

as a majority in the U.S.

Senate and House of
Representatives, which means the
party is flying so high that only
Republicans can
muck it up.

Enter the Club for
Growth, a group of
supply-side econo-
mists on a jihad to
bury Republicans
‘they don’t deem to be
pure enough. Given a
choice between half a
loaf and none, the

club says: none. DEeBrA
So last week, the SAUNDERS
club’s new president,
former Rep. Pat :
NN S

Toomey, R-Pa.,
announced a campaign to send a
“gentle message” to three
Republicans — Sen. Lincoln
Chafee, R-R.1., Rep. Joe Schwarz,
R-Mich., and Rep. Sherwood
Boehlert, R-N.Y. — by airing ads
in their districts telling voters to
urge their lawmaker to support
private savings accounts as part of
a Social Security reform package.

Who cares if no one knows what
will be in the Social Security
reform package suggested by
President Bush in concept but
with no details? Not the club.

Sen. Ben Nelson, D-Neb., who
supports the concept of investment
accounts, had the right approach
when he told the Los Angeles
Times that until a solid plan is in
place, “you’ve got a lot of people
debating empty boxes.” Which
makes the club, as self-appointed
enforcer for the GOP, the enforcer
of support for empty boxes.

On Friday, Toomey told Chris
Matthews of MSNBC’s “Hardball,”
“One of the things the Club.for
Growth does very well is that it
sometimes instills some political
courage where it is needed on
Capitol Hill.”

Au contraire, only cowardice or
stupidity could prompt a member
to sign on to a reform package

that doesn’t exist.

“I don’t see any downside,” said
club executive director David
Keating. The ads aren’t “critical”
of the three Repubs — not as criti-
cal as past club campaigns, which
really hammered wayward
Repubs. This is a nice way of get-
ting their attention and drawing
them to the light.

But what if the Bush plan isn’t
fiscally sound — which is sup-
posed to be important to the club?
Does it then run ads taking back
the old ads?

There’s also a California Club .
for Growth. A Club for Growth in
California, where John Kerry beat
George W. Bush by 10 points and
every statewide elected official is
a Democrat — except for Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Next,
they’ll try to grow wheat in a sun-
less room.

Former Assemblyman Tony
Strickland, who heads the
California branch, said his group
may well go after any Republican
who votes for tax increases. “We
will hold legislators accountable,
if they raises taxes,” he explained.

You ignore the math, I coun-
tered, citing the need to win two-
thirds of the votes in the
Assembly and Senate, which are
heavily Democratic. No,
Strickland responded, the last
three budgets had no broad tax
increase — even when there was a
Democratic governor. True, I note,
but those were not balanced bud-
gets — they were borrow-big bud-
gets.

“Here’s what frustrates me,” said
state GOP Vice Chairman Jim
Hartman. “I actually supported
Ronald Reagan for president in
1976 against Gerald Ford. I consid-
er myself a mainstream conserva-
tive Republican, but I'm also a
Republican who can look at elec-
tion results and recognize the real-
ities in this state and what it
takes to get elected in this state.”
Hartman opposes any effort to go
after moderate Republicans or
Republicans who cut deals.

s

The club’s Keating is a
Reaganite, too. “If there’s anything
that Republicans agree on, if
there’s a common thread, it’s
Reaganite economic policies, pro-
growth policies and fiscal respon-
sibility,” Keating continued. “If a
Republican doesn’t vote that way,
I don’t see anything wrong” with
backing another Republican in a
primary.

I know what’s wrong with it.
The club posts members of the
House and Senate whom it deems
to be RINOs (Republicans in Name
Only) because they voted against
the club on a particular bill.

By the club’s own definition,
Ronald Reagan could be a RINO.
As governor, Reagan raised taxes.
And you know what: When he did,
he was a better lawmaker than the
California GOP purists who kept
their no tax-hike pledge but with-
out cutting spending. They were
pure as they borrowed the state
into oblivion.

I've known David Keating for
years. I respect him tremendously,
and I agree with him on private
savings accounts. But what the
club is doing with this latest cam-
paign shows what is wrong with
politics these days. This campaign
may not use critical language, but
its underlying message is that law-
makers shouldn't sweat the
details, shouldn’t deal with the
other side and don’t even have to
think.

To be a good Republican in the
eyes of the Club for Growth is to
take a stand and cleave to it, even
if it means borrowing instead of
cutting or even if it means, as far
as we know, supporting bad Social
Security reform.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-

com.
© 2005 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.
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islation would likely need
approval by 100 of the 150
House members to pass
because it would require
a change to the staie con-
stitution. Two-thirds of

the Senate and a ma]ority
of Texas voters: also
would have to approve the
plan.

“Ultimately, what I'm
asking House members to
do is to vote to allow the
people in the state of
Texas to decide whether
or not they want VLTSs
(video slot machines$) in

this state,” Turner said
Wednesday.
Republican House

Speaker Tom Craddick
has said he recognizes
that getting 100 votes in
the chamber could be
tough, and high-powered
lobbyists from both sides
of the battle have con-
verged on the Capitol,

hoping to sway lawmak-
ers to vote their way.

Advocatés from horse
racing tracks are hoping
that the state will allow
video gambling at their
facilities, which would
subsidize purses and
inject new life into the
waning Texas racing
industry.

Other proponents of the
bill argue that Texas is
losing millions in poten-
tial revenue when gam-
blers trek to Louisiana to
try their luck in casinos
that are legal there.

But conservative groups
such as the Baptist
General Convention of
Texas are vehemently

opposed. They argue that
video gambling targets
the poor and ultimately
would cost the state more
money.

Another bill expected to
be filed this week would
dedicate video gambling
proceeds to further
reduce property taxes.

DEPUTY
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Police tracked him with
bloodhounds that picked up his
scent. Wheeler had been shot
but authorities said they didn’t
immediately know whether he
had been hit during the morn-
ing shootout or before he was
captured.

“We were able to flush him
out of the woods,” said Lake
County Sheriff Chris Daniels.
“There was a confrontation.
There was gunfire.”

Wheeler’s capture put an end

to a tense drama that began
nine hours earlier when Lake
County Deputy Wayne Koester
was killed and two other
deputies were wounded while
responding to an assault com-
plaint in a rural area about 40
miles north of Orlando.
According to' investigators,
the deputies each arrived in
their own vehicles and were
ambushed at a locked gate to
Wheeler’s house. Wheeler had a
police scanner and knew

deputies were coming, investi-

gators said, and came out of the
woods firing a sawed-off shot-
gun.

Deputies Tom McKane and
Bill Crotty were each shot in
the leg and underwent treat-
ment at -the hospital. Their
injuries yere not life-threaten-
ing. ;

“You could hear shotguns,
you could hear pistols. It sound-
ed like a gunbattle, and it went
on for several minutes,” said
neighbor Paulette McKinnon.
McKinnon said Wheeler’s long-
time girlfriend, Sara
Heckerman, was with the
deputies when the shooting
began.

McKinnon said a bruised
Heckerman came to her house

Wednesday morning asking to
use her phone. Heckerman told
McKinnon she had had friends
take her two small children to a
motel.

The deputies who responded
inspected the house, found no
sign of Wheeler and thought he
had left, she said.

“The last thing I said to them
was, "Please be careful. He's
crazy,”” McKinnon said.

Authorities from Volusia,
Seminole™ and Lake counties
and the Florida Highway Patrol
quickly fanned out in this
densely wooded area to search
for Wheeler.

Officers cordoned off the area
around Wheeler’s home. Along
County Road 42, officers
checked drivers and looked into
vehicles. Traffic was backed up
in all directions.

Officials locked down nearby
Spring Creek and Seminole
Springs elementaries, school-
district spokesperson Janice
Karst said.

Wheeler, who moved between
the Ohio towns of Defiance,
Napoleon and Grelton as well
as Fort Lauderdale, Fla., during
the mid-1990s, has been arrest-
ed at least four times in
Florida.

WATER

Continued from Page 1A

to everyone involved.
“Combined with
CRMWD’s experience,
knowledge, and on-site
management of this area
of the state, our agencies
are able to use resources
more efficiently while ful-
filling our commitments
as stewards of the state’s

resources.”

The monitors, which
measure salinity, temper-
ature and water level, can
help improve the overall
quality of the water sup-
ply, according to Grant.

“These monitors allow
us to divert water if its
quality goes below a cer-
tain point,” said Grant.
“The water that’s diverted
isn’t wasted, however. It’s
sold to oil companies for

salt water injection and
other functions.

“By keeping that water
out of Lake Spence we
can improve the quality.
Of course it's going to
take a lot more inflow to
see the in crease in quali-
ty, but these monitors
make it easier.” *

The monitors feed data
to the TCEQ in Austin
and to the CRMWD head-
quarters in Big Spring,

helping further efforts

both locally and
statewide.
“CRMWD and TCEQ

have entered into a part-
nership which allows
both agencies to share
resources and extend
capabilities in an effort to
better manage water qual-
ity,” said TCEQ
Commissioner Larry R.
Soward. “The TCEQ and
the CRMWD are using

FILING
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Smith (District 4) are to
be contested.

In Forsan, there have
been two announced can-
didate filings in the
school board election.
Incumbents Dale
Humphreys and Beckie
Wash have filed for re-
election for their at-large
positions. The school
board seat currently held
by Marty Whetsel also is
up for election this year.

The Forsan city council
has no announced candi-
date filings for its three
positions to be contested
this year. At-large seats
currently held by Jim
Alexander, Mary Gressett
and Fred Holguin are up
for election-this year.

At-large positions cur-
rently held by Jimmy
Eggemeyer and Karla
Hoelscher will be up for
election at Glasscock
County ISD, though no
candidate filings have
been announced.

Sands CISD;:will have
three seats up forelection

RAZZ
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with ice cream tokens
from the Pairy Queen on
North Lamesa Highway.

Entry fee is $10 per
child. VHS tapes of the
pageant will be available
for $7. Spectator fees are
$2 per person. Children
younger than 6 years old
are admitted free of
charge. Pictures also will
be available.

All proceeds benefit the
American Cancer Society.

“The most wonderful

JOBEAT
Rlck Hamby

announces the relocation
of his practice to

1005 Scurry,

Big Spring, TX 79720

thing about the Relay
Rascal Razzmatazz is
watching all of the chil-
dren "enjoy themselves,”
said Jacque Moore, Mind,
Body and Soul Co-chair.
“You just never know
what will be done or said
on that stage by the chil-
dren.

“The best part is that all
the money goes toward
our fight against cancer
because everyone
involved donates their
time for this fun event.”
"For more information,
contact Moore or
Billington at (432) 267-
8216.

W

Experience you
can trust

264-9600

this year. Three-year
seats currently held by
Mark Nichols and Robin
Barraza will be contested,
and there will be a special
election to fill the remain-
ing year on the seat vacat-
ed by Steve Parker last
month. The election has
not been officially called
for as yet, but candidates
may file at the school
administration office,
Superintendent Wayne
Blount said.

Grady ISD has two sin-
gle-member districts up
for election — District 3,
currently held by Tony
Sawyer, and District 4,
where Brad Tunnell is the
incumbent. No filings
have been announced.

Contact Staff Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

water quality monitoring
and communication tech-
nologies in new ways.”

.The information is used
to determine when to
divert poor quality water
and thereby prevent it
from entering the E.V.
Spence Reservoir, which
is a primary water supply

source for the district.
Some water from the
reservoir is also used by
San Angelo.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

ChoiceNet

Communications

9'95 INTERNET
UNLIMITED USAGE

SURF THE WEB 5 X FASTER WITH
TURBOCHOICE $14.95
1.800.757.2727 or
1.512.458.2727
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O Went Above &
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Service?
If So, Nominate Them For The

Big Spring At Your Service

| am nominating a:

O Individual

If Nominating An Individual, Please Include Their Place Of Employment

Your Name

Your Phone Number

Your Address

Mail Your Entries To:
Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 1391
Big Spring, TX 79721
Or Bring It To The
Chamber Office At 215 W. 3rd Street
263-7641

QO Reason For Nomination

MONTHLY WINNERS WILL RECEIVE MEDIA RECOGNITION AND A CERTIFICATE
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6 new vehicles unveiled at auto show

By MARK PHELAN
Knight Ridder Newspapers

. CHICAGO — General
Motors Corp. and Ford

Motor Co. are hoping to_

bolster sales of their
lower-luxury brands with
four new models that
debuted at the Chicago
auto show Wednesday. At
the same time, Dodge
introduced a new pickup
truck with the industry’s
largest passenger com-
partment while Toyota
unveiled a little SUV
intended to win young
customers.

The 2006 Buick Lucerne
large front-wheel-drive
sedan replaces the Park
Avenue as the brand’s
flagship model and will be
built at GM'’s
Detroit/Hamtramck
assembly plant. The con-
servatively styled
Lucerne features front
fenders with portholes
reminiscent of cars from
Buick'’s glory years.

The Lucerne is the first
Buick sedan with a V8
engine in a decade, with
an optional 270-horsepow-
er version of GM’s 4.6-
liter, 32-valve DOHC
Northstar engine. Buick'’s
longstanding 195-horse-
power, 3.8-liter V6 is the
standard engine.

! Buick hopes to make

- quiet and luxurious inte-
riors the hallmark of its
new model line. The
Lucerne uses many of the
same materials as the
midsize 2005 LaCrosse
sedan that debuted late
last year.

Side-impact and - roof-
curtain airbags are stan-
dard equipment. Other
features include an adap-
tive electronically con-
trolled suspension, stabil-
ity control, remote start,
DVD navigation, heated
and cooled front seats and
a : 245-watt
Harman/Kardon stereo.

The 2006 Cadillac DTS is
a restyled version of the
brand’s DeVille large
front-drive sedan. The
front end-features a new
grille, headlights and
sheet metal. The rear gets
new sheet metal and LED
taillights. Cadillac wants
to make its sole remain-
ing front-wheel-drive
model look more at home
alongside sporty and
sophisticated new models
like the CTS, STS and
XLR.

The DTS uses 275- and
291-horsepower versions
of the same Northstar V8
that powers the Lucerne.
It will be built alongside
the Lucerne at the
Detroit/Hamtramck plant.
That plant will cease pro-
duction of the big Pontiac
Bonneville sedan this
year, freeing up produc-
tion capacity for what GM
hopes will be higher sales
of the new Buick and
Cadillac.

The DTS’ interior is all
new, with an extra inch of
travel for the front seats
and a redesigned and
repositioned instrument
panel intended to create
the feeling of a more spa-
cious passenger compart-
ment. Major engineering
changes from the DeVille
include a new front struc-
ture designed to give the
car a smoother and qui-
eter ride.

The DTS has standard
side and roof airbags.
Other features include
remote start, three-zone
climate control heated
and cooled front seats,
and an MP3-compatible
six-disc in-dash CD play-
er.

The Lucerne and DTS
feature GM’s patented
"dual-depth" front-passen-
ger air bag. The bag's
deployment adjusts

padionloallly £hod o liondes Ao iy B oo o apomuke - 452 4 i &

depending on the
severity of the
crash, seat posi-
tion and seat belt
usage. GM’s two
big sedans are to
go on sale this fall.

Mercury will
show its all-new
2006 Milan mid-
size five-passenger
sedan. The Milan
is a stablemate of
the upcoming
Ford Fusion and
Lincoln Zephyr
front-wheel-drive
sedans.

All three cars
share their basic
structure and
engineering with
the sporty Mazdaé
sedan.

The top Milan
model will have a
210-horsepower, 3.0-liter
V6 and a six-speed auto-
matic transmission.
Lower models will use a
160-horsepower, 2.3-liter
four-cylinder engine
mated to either a five-
speed manual or automat-
ic transmission. Ford
plans to add an all-wheel-
drive version of the Milan
sometime in 2006.

The Milan showcases
many of the styling touch-
es Ford hopes will help
reinvigorate the Mercury
brand, including an
attractive satin-alu-

Benny Boyd

Chevy * Chrysler + Dodge * Jeep
GMC - Pontiac - Buick + Cadillac

1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamesas, TX
866-236-2693

The 2006 Dodge Ram Mega Cab debuts at the Chicago auto show

minum finished waterfall
grille, soft paint tones,
two-tone leather uphol-

" stery and a choice of faux

wood or satin-aluminum
interior trim.

The Milan is set for sale
this fall.

Mercury also showed
the face-lifted = 2006
Mountaineer midsize
SUV, which features a
more powerful V8 and
new interior and exterior
styling that includes a
satin-aluminum grille
like the Milan.

The Mountaineer’s 4.6-
liter V8 engine’s output

Good Morning
&° Donuts & Coffee

We Serve Fresh Donuts &
Gourmet Coffee Dally  §

¥ 1307 B GREGQ + BIQ SPRING; TX.
IN 0264-9448

4 94 ¢

L &

increases 22 percent to
292 horsepower thanks to
a new three-valve cylin-
der head. The 2006 model
also gets a six-speed auto-
matic transmission and a
revised suspension for
better ride and handling.
The 2006 Mountaineer is
to go on sale this fall.
Finally, Mercury fea-
tured its hybrid Mariner
compact SUV, which
shares its gasoline-elec-
tric powertrain with the
popular Ford Escape
hybrid. Mercury had not
planned to sell the hybrid

Mariner until sometime

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

Our Community.
Our Hospital. - §

1601 W. 11th Pi. _ Big Spring, rx

in 2006, but Ford pulled
the fuel-efficient SUV for-
ward due ' to strong
demand. The 2006
Mariner hybrid is to go
on sale in the fourth quar-
ter of this year.

Toyota’s FJ Cruiser
small SUV borrows its
looks from the rugged
early Land Cruiser mod-
els that helped the
automaker .gain its repu-
tation for building tough
and durable trucks. It will
also complement the
excellent new Tacoma
midsize pickup Toyota
introduced late last year,

Allan’s
et -

Best Prices in West Texas

202 Scurry * 267-6278

- -.

1200 E. ath S¢. _263-2253

giving the automaker two
affordable trucks to draw
young buyers to its show-
rooms. The littlé SUV is
scheduled for sale later
this year.

The Dodge Ram Mega
Cab six-passenger truck
features the biggest pick-
up cab ever, with an
astounding 145.2. cubic
feet of interior space
that’s comparable to the
largest cars on the mar-
ket.

The interior features 7.6
cubic feet of storage space
behind its rear seat and
the most rear legroom of
any pickup. The cab mea-

“3ures- 111.1 inches ‘long,

more than a foot longer
than the four-door Ford F-
250 Crew Cab model.

The pickup bed shrinks
from 8 feet long to 6 feet, 3

inches. The reclining rear .

seats also split 60/40 and
move forward to increase
cargo flexibility. The
Mega Cab will be avail-
able with either a 345-
horsepower, 5.7-liter
Hemi gasoline V8 or a 5.9-
liter, inline-six Cummins
turbo-diesel producing
325 horsepower. The
Mega Cab can tow up to
15,800 pounds.

The truck comes from
DaimlerChrysler’s
Saltillo, Mexico, assembly
plant and is to go on sale
this fall.

Gale’s Sweet Shoppe

Now Serving sandwiches Oon

Saturday - 11 am

Hrs. Mon-Fri., 8 am - 5 pm
Sat,8am-3pm 1o

230 pm

for the Love of
Your Life

Valentine “Love” Heart Cookies
Pink Milk Chocolate Hearts
Milk Chocolate Pink Foil Heart Wand
Heart Necklaces

: SPICE

Gifts ~ Accessories

”7 w zm ; / I’
8 ‘./ ]

Small Candle
w/Candle Warmer

$14.95

Flower Flip Flops
$5.99 a pair
or 2 for $ 10

Valentine Jewelry
& Purses

Koshmoore Kasuals

700 Lancaster
267-3727 11502

Can’t-Miss Gifts &%
For Your Valentine! %

Large Candle
w/Candle Warmer

$17.95

Nothing outshines it for your Valentine!

Starting at

53905

Through a special process a

Real Rose

has been treated and preserved in

24K Gold.

All the beauty and symbolism of a real American rose has

been combined

with the value, durability, and luster of pure gold.

Available in a variety of colors.

Because each rose is real, it is unique, and like your love,

will last forever.

Inside
Big Spring Mall

Quantities Limited - Order Early

Bl

267-6335
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Do you have an intetesting sports item or
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¥ Ext. 237, Email results to:
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Coahoma girls add name to pdstseason bracket

+ Bulldogs lose game,
not playoff hopes

By TROY HYDE

Sports Editor
COLORADO CITY
The Coahoma girl’s ﬂhs-
ketball team added its
name to the Class 2A
state playoff brackets
Tuesday after traveling to

rival Colorado City and. y1

coming away with a 49-39
victory.

The Coahoma boy’s
team failed to clinch its
playoff berth against the
Wolves, but holds its own
destiny during the final
two games next week.

The Bulldogs lost to
Colorado City Tuesday,
56-49.

GIRLS

The Bulldogettes led by
eight points at halftime
and didn’t let the Lady
Wolves back in the game
in the second half.
Colorado City outscored
Coahoma by one point in
the third quarter, but the
Bulldogettes took care of
{ business in the fourth
- with a 15-12 advantage.

Coahoma (10-21, 5-5)
entered the game in a
three-way tie for the third
and final playoff spot
with rivals Stanton and
Hawley. They clinched a
playoff berth after
Stanton lost to second
place Stamford and
Hawley fell to district

/

leading Anson.

The Bulldogettes wm
travel to San Angeld.
their first ‘round game
Monday. Coahoma will
take on Jim Ned atithe
Junell Center,
at 77 p.m.

Senior Mendy. Morlan
led Coahoma  against
Colorado City as she fin-
ished with 15 points and
“rebounds. ~ Junfor*
Sterling Gee added™ a
team-high 16 points, five
rebounds, two steals and
twe assists.

Christie Rich finished
with six rebounds, while
senior Liz Conley and
freshman Janice
Gonzales had four and
three steals, respectively.

Coahoma deflected 17

beelmyns ‘

passes on defense as a

team, but struggled from
the foul line again, con-
necting on just 15 of 24
attempts. i
The Bulldogettes
advance to their second
straight playoff berth
under second year head
coach Sandy Légan. Last
year, Coahoma lost to
New Deal in the bi-dis-
trict round./The team fin-
ished 2-22 in 2002-03.

” BOYS
The : Bulldogs were
outscored 28-23 in the sec-
ond half against Colorado
City, which led to the
seven point defeat.

/See COAHOMA, Page 28

Garden City senior Krystal Sullivan consoles David
Weishuhn on senior in between games Tuesday during
the Bearkats and Lady Kats playoff clinching wins
against Klondike. Weishuhn is the father of would-be
Garden City senior Todd Weishuhn, who was killed in an
automobile accident last April. The school honored David
and wife Belinda with roses. The boy's basketball team
also played Tuesday’s game with a No. 31 patch on the
back of each member’'s shoes.

HERALD photo/Troy Hyde "

.ished

< against

WINK — The Forsan

girl’s basketball team fin-
fup its season
Tuesday on the road
district rival
fink and came home

with a 72-61 loss.

“The ,girls played very

ard,” 'said Forsan coeach

andye Hughey.

Senior Casi Graves con-
cluded her final campaign
at Forsan with a team-

high 28 points.

. “Casi had a faﬁtastic
game,” said Hughey. “She

will be missed tremen-
dously next year.”

Kaylon Stanley also
reached double figures
with 10 points.

Forsan will graduate
four seniors — Graves,
Cynthia Becerra, Haylea
Belew and Karmin King
— from this year’s team.
“These four young

HERALD photo/Troy Hyde
Coahoma's Terrell Bibb tries to find a teammmate while avoiding an Anson defender during

- the Bulldogs’ loss to the Tigers last Friday. The Bulldogs lost to Colorado City Tuesday and
now-mm win their final two games to guarantee a playoff berth.

Graves 28 points not enough
as Forsanends ear with loss

M“Im m ereated a three-
ﬁ:‘m‘m at season’s end.

v | will take on McCamey

‘m:nday at 6:30 pom. at Midland

Christian. The winner will then challenge

“lraan at Midland -Christian at 8 p.m.

 Friday with a playoft berth on the line.

ladies have give 100 per-
cent of themselves this
year,” said Hughey.

“I will miss their hard
work, leadership and ded-
ication.”

Forsan finished the year
with a 9-19 overall record
and a 1-8 District 8-A
record.

Forsan JH trips Coahoma at district tourney

By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor

Forsan’'s seventh-grade
girls basketball team won
the District 4-2A District
"I‘ohrhament in Hawley
Saturday night after
defeatmg Stanton in the
i sefifinals and Coahoma
in the championship
game.

The Lady Buffaloes
defeated Stanton 26-16 in
the battle of the Buffaloes
and were led in scoring
by Amanda Longorio,

Cameron crazies help No. 8 Duke
continue dominance over Carolina

By AARON BEARD

AP Sports Writer

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) —
For the second straight
year, Roy Williams
watched as North
Carolina squandered a
chance to win in
Cameron Indoor Stadium.

David Noel dribbled the
ball out of bounds as the
buzzer sounded, sealing
the second-ranked Tar
Heels’ 71-70 loss to No. 7
Duke Wednesday night. It
was their 15th loss in the
last' 18 meetings with the
Blue Devils, and fourth in
a row at Duke.

It was another painful
finish for the Tar Heels

(19-3, 8-2 Atlantic Coast
Conference) in an arena
where they have won just
once in nine years. Last
season, they trailed by
three points when Rashad
McCants lost the ball' in
front of the Carolina
bench with 4.4 seconds
left in a 70-65 loss.

This time, they couldn’t
get off a final shot in a
game in which they
trailed most of the way.

“We’'d have folded last
year and got beat by 20,”
said Sean May, who had
23 points and 18
rebounds. “We had an
opportunity to win. We
just didn’t make the play
at the end.”

The botched possession
capped a night in which
Duke’s defense harassed
Raymond Felton and the
Tar Heels, who couldn’t

protect the ball, get out in

transition or-score the
points that have come so
easily all season. ..

Duke (18-2, 8-2) kept the
game almost entirely in
the halfcourt, slowing the
pace and derailing an
offense that came in aver-
aging a nationalbest 92
points per game., North
Carolina finished'with 23
turnovers — eight coming
from the normally sure-
handed Felton — that led

See RIVALRY, Page 28

" points.

who finished with 13
Forsan jumped
out to a 14-5 halftime lead
before closing out Stanton
in the second half.

The seventh graders
then defeated Coahoma
Saturday night in the title
game, 35-27.

Noelle McDowell led
Forsan with 13 points,
while Longorio also
reached double figures
with 12.

Coahoma led Fofsan 11-
6 after one quarter, but
Forsan responded in the

second frame with a 156
advantage. Coahoma took
the lead back in the third
quarter, but Forsan’s 11-0
advantage in the fourth
quarter was enough to
capture the win.

The Forsan seventh-
grade team is made up of
McDowell, Longorio,
Macy Briggs, Kelsey
Jones, Shelby Jones,
Brittney Roemer, Laura
Spence and Kelsie
Wallace.

They finished the sea-
son with a 10-4 record.

Schnelder, Charlotte Observer
teammate Sheldon
Carolina's Marvin

in Durham, North

and
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Continued from Page¥

to 26 points for the
Devils. -

Instead of running wi
the Tar Heels, Duke hel
the ball on many posses-
sions, milking time and
letting  J.J. Redick,
DeMarcus Nelson or
Daniel Ewing drive in the
waning seconds of the
shot clock. The strategy

“DeMarcus did that.”

SPORTS
COAHOMA

.- Continued from Page 1B

levels, higher than he’s
played,” Duke coach
Mike Krzyzewski said.
“We really needed that.
To win a game like this,
at, times you need some-
thing that’s different from
what you normally do.

o |
Coahoma (1810, 5-3)
trailed by five after the
first quarter but a 16-13
.-advantage in the second

After Redick missed a 3- quarter cut its deficit to

: two.
pointer with the shot “We played hard, but

missed some opportuni-
ties and ran  into foul
trouble,” said Coahoma
coach Kim Nichols.

clock winding, down,
North Carolina got the
ball with 18 seconds left.
The play was designed for
Felton to hit McCants on

the Bulldogs with 18
points. Seniors Tyler
Fowler and Adrian
Abrego scored nine and
seven points, respective-
ly.

Han Ollison had 18
points to lead the Wolves.

Coahoma still stands in

Thursday. February 10, 2005
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second place in District 4-
2A with two games to go.

Anson holds a three game
lead and has locked up

-the district title, while

Stanton and Coloradoe
City — both 4-4 — are tied
for the third and final
playoff spot.

The Bulldogs will try to
move one step closer to
the playoffs Friday when
they host last place
Hawley in Coahoma. The
game will begin at 7:30
p.m.

- worked perfectly.

“They slowed us down
when they got the job
done on offense,”
Williams said. “I mean,
they spread the floor and
controlled the tempo that
way. And in their pres-
sure defense, there’s no on the sideline and sent
question that bothered us, the Cameron Craazriles into

t00.” on :
The Blue Devils com- ?lr(lmearsphttmg celebra

mitted 15 turnovers and “It seemed like a long
shot just 36 percent, but time, and I was just hop-
built an early lead and ing that that clock went
answered every North down before they got a,
Carolina run to keep shot off,” Nelson . said."
momentum in front of a “We played some great
raucous crowd. : defense, and we made
North Carolina, which 00 trv to do something | *
trailed 36-29 at halftime, that they weren’t ready
twice tied the game only for.”
to see Redick and Ewing ]
hit 3-pointers on the fol-
lowing possessions.
Redick finished with 18
points and hit four 3-
pointers, while Nelson

Senior Isaac Brewer led

the wing or May inside,
but neither was open. "
Felton spun away from
Ewing and had an open . |f
look, but passed it up.
With the seconds tick-
ing away, he forced a pass
to Noel, who lost the ball

" FULLMOON, INC.

ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial
Insured » Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

Nowltzki
rounded
Western

—REASONS TO CALL
* Ranked Top 11 Roofing Contractors In Texas
» Owens Corning Preferred Contractors
» Save $100s to $1000s On Your Next Roof

provided a huge contribu- . .
tion with 16 points. That V T 1 R fm n Am [l

included two 3-pointers in ; j

a span of about 90 seconds FREE ESTIMATES - (432) 267-5478 « Big Spring, Texas

in the second half to help HENRY BACKES L

Duke take a 49-42 lead.
The freshman also made
all four of his free throws,
belying his 51 percent
season average — some-
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CLASSIFIED

710 Scurry

Business Opportunity

BIG SPRING ROUTE

No Selling. $100K Income.
$12,950 Investment for
Accounts, Inventory,
Training, Territory.
(800)373-5470

FOR SALE: Well established
Screen Printing / Embroidery
business. Located in Big
Spring. Serious inquiries only.
For appointment call
432-213-0372 10:00-5:00pm.
THIS IS HUGE!
New Electric Company
Unlimited Potential MLM
972-670-9242

Cemetery Lots

FOUR SPACES at Trinity Me-
morial Park. Choice lots, Gar-
den of Olivett. Value $1,380
each. Sell all for $5,000. Call
(325)653-5160 or
325-944-0813.

Explore Your World!
All you have to do is
Read.

seane HERALD

Garage Sales

SALE: 1106 Mt. Vernon, Satur-
day 8:00-1:00. Baby clothes,
men & women clothes, bath-
room decorations and lots of
misc. items.

Help Wanted

HIYES!!
This is Kirby, and | know that a
lot of good people -were . not
treated fairly with the
Owner;
TRY ME!
*New Owner
* Weekly Bonuses
* Men and Women wanted
to run appointments
* No experience necessary
* Pre-set appointments
Come in and see how my new
pay structure will benefit you!!!
No phone interviews please,

call to set appointment
(432)263-0502.
DOMINOS PIZZA Drivers

needed. Hourly + mileage +
tips. Competition says better
commission, but you can't
make commission doing dishes
for the sit down lobby. Go by
2111 S. Gregg or call
(432)267-4111.

last

263-7331

Help Wanted

BILLER/COLLECTOR -
Previous billing experience re-
quired, knowledge of Medical
Manager software preferred.
Apply at:

Scenic Mouhtain

Medical Center

1601 W. 11th Place

Big Spring, Tx 79720

(432)268-4959 fax

Help Wanted

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum  Products. Coastal

serves high profile accounts &

needs dedicated professionals
to join our growing team in Big
Spring. Qualify 25 with class A
& One year driving experience.
Call Jay at 888-527-7221. -

# Paid Training
& Career Advancerment

Big Spring, Texas /

O Startek

WE OFFER
& Benefits

Apply in person - 501 Birdwell Lane Suite 30
(432-264-2700) phone
or email: jhurt@startek.com

(Grade la Diploma is mandatory, must be 18 yrs. of age)
Come join a winning team!!!

Bilingual*

@ Friendly Work
Environment

FIEDS

3B
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Help Wanted

SOLID COMPANY NEEDS
DRIVERS. Competitive hourly
pay, lots of overtime! Paid
travel, per diem, and motel.
Home one week every month!
Oil field labor along with driv-
ing. Medical and life insurance!
Requires 2 years Class A CDL
experience and good driving
record. Call 1-800-588-2669.

computer knowledge.

S!HGERY CENTER in Mid-

land/Odessa area is looking for
an Administrator. RN preferred
w/management experience in
the OR setting required. No
Call and no weekends. Com-
petitive Pay & Excellent Bene-
fits. Send resume: c/o P.O. Box
1431/114, Big Spring, TX
79721-1431. .

The Basin’s Bank, a strong and growing independent
bank, is seeking professionals to join us in our growth
and success. Our current opportunities include:

Personal Banker
Seeking a Personal Banker with a minimum of 1 year
of new depository experience providing personalized
banking services to customers in a courteous, profes-
sional and efficient manner. Will be responsible for cus-
tomer inquiries and other clerical duties assigned. Must
be able to cross sell bank products to custumers; open
new customer accounts; generate leads, referrals, and
process transactions. Must have excellent communica-
tion and customer service skills, along with competent

Fax resume to 432-617-1347,
email hr@westernnb.com or come by any
Western National Bank Branch
to fill out an application.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today.’!
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CARPET m CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION DIRT WORK

Bring Samples

FENCES FENCES FENCE FENCES QARAGE SALE

¢ | fences, and buildings for all your needs.

To Your Home FENCE:P-
types
NAME BRANDS of fences
K “ : & repairs.
' I / Concrete work, carports.
All work guaranteed.
270-05“ Free Estimates
Benny Marquez-Owner
FENCE CONSTRUCTIN -m s
AUTOMATIC GATE OPENERS m,‘,.,
METAL BUILDINGS ORNAMENTAL &
Agricultural * Residential :
. wCom, i B 4 B & M Fence Co.
. COMMERCIAL + RESIDENTIAL
SPRAYBERRY AG. FABRICATION CONENCI - Mo
(432) 535-2396 Office 4. Fﬁnﬁgaﬁeivmfgw
(432) 556-5530 Mobile : 263-1613 ¢
Specializing in custom built gates, = 1-800-828-1389

L J. T. Builders &) Construction | pecxer's ranm —
7 SIDEWALKS Concrete « Residential & & NURSERY
— o BLOCK FENCES Remodeling * Drywall — We do Dirt
" Ceramic Tile + Electrical Commercial Repair Work. -
Chico and Sons Py MR + Remodeling Brush Ho
- Concrete " Driveways - Sidegalks « Custom Homes Backhoe.g'
(432) 267-4044 0-825 Bulldozing,
(432) 268-6322 b XA (432) 27 2 Small Grubbing Jobs
621 Sgt. Paredez JOMNNY TALAMANTEZ (432) 213-3444 and Will Clear Lots.
Frank Rubio Big Spring, TX 719720 roenp eyl o Bl I (432) 394-4805

Free Estimates
Home (432) 384-2813
Mobile (432) 466-1718

Big Spring (432) 2634858

Sterling City (328) 378-3077

J.T. West Texas
Fence &

Garden City, Texas
Wood Fence Metal Fence
Pipe Fence Pipe Comals
Barbed Wire Fence Net Wire Fence

Quality Fence Co.
Jimmy Marquez-Owner

Finest In
Fencing

Wood &
Chainlink

Free Estimates

432-267-3349

HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks,
Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting, Plumbing,
i Minor Electrical
FREE ESTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

816-3030

HAVING A
GARAGE SALE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classiﬁeds~
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

LAWN SERVICE

Gibbs Remodeling AFFORDABLE HOME DOORS/ HANDY MAN
. . MAINTENANCE GARAGE Home Repair, Remodeling,
New home Construction * Room Additions A DOORS/OPENERS Maintenance, Yardwork,
Carports * Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior +Repairs \ T4, Home Repair « Carpentry Painting, Etc.
Wallpaper Hanging * Ceramic Tile Maintenance S]n‘x?e%t /\l;J:rll;c o Concrete Work,
Installation & Repair m‘*‘ itchen & Bath gn;reway. ‘
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home. Satisfuction Guaranteed || BOB'S CUSTOM S:’(:e‘:;m B
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! WOODWORK nus - 267-7659
c.u zmns Russ Crain (owmer) 432-270-2585 409 E. 3RD 267-56811 m

RENTALS ROOFING ROOFING TREE TRIMMING TAX SERVICES

MOWING « WEEDEATING
TILLING + TRASH HAULING

TREE TRIMMING
CALL
432-267-5460
LEAVE MESSAGE

816-6150

VENTURA
COMPANY

432-267-26885
Houses * Duplexes
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms
For rent/sale
709 L. 12TH
SO2 L 12T™H
1204 BENTON
1102 8. ™M

PALACIOS JOHNNY FLORES LUPE’S TREE
ROOFING & HOME ROOFING TRIMMING FAST CASH
IMPROVEMENT Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. More than 20 years On Income Tax Refund
Roofs, Room Additions, All type of repairs! of experience. Stump Refund Loan Within 24 Mrs.’
Ceramic Tile, Fences, Work Guaranteed. grinder available. TAX ASSOCIATES
Painting Insured & Bonded Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs For Tree Trimming =49
Binihe Phsiiial and and removal. 40:. leﬂ::
: Doctor of Repairs! Call Lupe Cm -
432-263-5430 Sotimatos!!
sy m-zo'r-aan (432) 264-8134
Cell# m.smu&s-mdlum ~Se Heble Eapanoi”
432-213-0363 267-1110 “wneh RAL Approvel

PEST CONTROL YOUR AD wooD WEB PRINTING INTERNET ADS

DURANSTREESERWICE | | SOUTHWESTERN PUT YOUR For Information For Information
Tree Removal A-1 PEST On Web Printing On Internet Ads
Specialist, CONTROL AD HERE
Minor/Major Since 1064 Call Call
b e g .4 431-263-6514 CALL 263-7331 Tony Hernandez | | Retail Advertising
bed cleaned, hedges 2008 Birdwell Lane -~ Herald Classifieds : 263-7331 263-7331
trimmed. Prices nego- Max F. Moors ' :
tiable. , |

1432) 570-9617 www.swalpe.com seninga HERALD | |79 820-1500 - tola =6 HERALD | | sesma HERALD

(432) 238-8770, cell. mm@swalpc.com 432) 268-0227 - Lecal -
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Frito-Lay is seeking
a hard worker to fill
a Route Sales
Position. Must be

willing to work
60+ hrs., weekends
and holidays.

Please call *
1-866-4-HIRING

]

e
/om«‘,m :hefil“m‘

11563

CLERICAL POSITION avail-
able at Best Home Care. Com-
puter experience required and
must be very detail oriented.
Please apply at 111 East 7th,
Suite C.

Concrete Mixer Truck Drivers
Class A CDL. DOT Medical
Cards, Drug & Alcohol Screens
$10.50 - $12.50 DOE
N.C. Sturgeon, LP
Apply in person
2800 Windecker at
Midland International Airport.
La Clase concreta
de Camineros de Batidora
UN CDL. Las Tarjetas Medicas
PUNTEDADAS,
la Droga & Alcohol Investiga
$10.50 - $12.50 DOE
N.C. Sturgeon, LP
Aplica en la persona
2800 Windecker en
Aeropuerto internacional de
region central.

DANCER/ COCKTAIL waitress

needed. Must be 18 yrs. old.

Call San Franciscan Bar & Grill
(432)267-1767 leave message.

ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR
Position
Must be a registered voter in
the State of Texas. Elections
experience preferred.
Must submit written resume
listing education and working
experience to:
Howard County Judge
Howard County Courthouse
300 Main St. Room 207
Big Spring, TX 79720
Applications must be submitted

; by 5PM on
Friday, February 18, 2005.

HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring for a warehouse man-
agement zpositien: Some- com-
puter..and_office skills  helpful.
Exceffert™ ‘banefits, " excellent
pay. Apply in person to Helena
Chemical, Stanton, Texas.

HELENA CHEMICAL is now
hiring spray applicator driver,
class A- CDL license and farm
experience helpful. Excellent
benefits, excellent pay. Apply
in person to Helena Chemical,
Stanton, Texas.

HOWARD COUNTY Sheriffs

Office accepting applications
until February 25, 2005 for
deputy. Street experience and
bi-lingual preferred. Applica-
tions can be picked up at the
Sheriff's Office, 300 S. Main,
Big Spring, TX between
8:00-5:00, M-F.

IMMEDIATE OPENING
for Sports Editor
Ideal candidate will have sports
writing background, computer
and digital camera experience.
Benefit package.
Reply with resume
and salary requirements.
Guymon Daily Herald
PO Box 19
Guymon, OK 73942
or fax (580)338-5000.
Email: publisher@guymon-
dailyherald.com

KEYHOLDERS

/ SUPERVISORS
Burke's Outlet in Big Spring
6 mos. Retail Exp. Required
Great Benefits, FT/PT, EOE
Call 800-683-8039 ext. 6027

MOUNTAIN VIEW LODGE
Now Hiring
Certified Medication Aides
Very Competative Starting
Pay
* Excellent Benefits including
Retirement Plan, and Vacation
* Friendly, Family-like environ-
m -t
Fse apply in person @ 2009
Viry nia Ave.

o O g T

Help Wanted
NEEDED LVN'S/ RN's for Pe-
diatric hourly case in .Big

Spring. Full time/ part time po-
sitions available. Benefits and

competitive pay. Complete
Home Health Care,
(432)570-8899 or come by

2402 West Wall, Midland.

- PEOPLE NEEDED
To fill empty slots for busy
shampoo company.
* Paid vacations
* Monthly guarantee of
$$1300.00$$
*No experience needed
* Company will train
Call (432)263-0500

WANTED: INDIVIDUAL with
CDL for position of truck driver
& general maintenance at

natural gas plant, northeast of -

Big Spring. Send resume to:
Plant Supervisor, 11703 E. FM
846, Coahoma, TX 79511 or
fax 432-399-4290.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
person needed to move furni-
ture. Must be motivated. Good
driving record required. Must

be 21. Paid vacation & holi-

days. Apply in person, Credit
World, 1611 Gregg. No Phone
Calis!

WELL SERVICE
Needing Pump Truck Driver, 1
to 2 years experiance. Top pay
and benefits. Contact Matt at
(432)664-2321.

Items for Sale

ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR-
$1200.00, high porch ramp-
$800.00, electric  scooter-

$500.00, and threshold ramp.
All items for handicapped. Call

32)394-4675 or 270-8330.
Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-
ries, Quinceanarious. 10% Dis-
count on Arches, Candelabras,
florals w/cake order. Grishams

(432)267-8191.

Mobiie Homes

1999 SOLITARE mobile home.
18x76, 3/2, vinyl siding. Below
retail, will pay up to $2,000. for
moving. Call (432)263-4517.

WANT TO buy or rent farm
land in Martin county. 30+
years experience. -Jerry Hollo-
way, (432)459-2499  .or
(432)559-3664.

BOSTON TERRIER puppies
for sale. Ready for Valentine's

Call (432)264-1658.
Real Estate for Rent
LOVELY

NEIGHBORHOOD
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilities Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts,

1 & 2 Bedrooms &
| or 2 Baths
Unfurnished
KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS
1904 East 25th Street

267-5444
o ’.:f-...- 26?-5”) 0017

1202 Pennsylvania. 3 bed-
room. CH/A, patio and garage.
$525. month, $500. deposit.
Also 1204 Lamar. 2 Bedroom,
1 bath. $285. month, CH/A.
Call (432)263-1792, 816-9984.

1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath.
$475. month $250. deposit
407 1/2 East 8th- 1/1 bath.
$275. month $150. deposit
Both have CH/A.
Call (432)267-2296.

1505 TUSCON. Four bedroom,
two bath, CH/A. Call
(432)270-3848.

1903 GREGG. St. for rent.
Great office or retail space.
$375/month plus deposit. Call
(432)213-2681.

FOR SALE

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit O.K.
2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes

Call Beverly 263-3461

N L e |

R i et i it S

2407 Q!ON. 3 bedroom,

2 bath, CH/A. $550.00 month
plus deposit. Call
(432)263-6997.

2600 *CARELETON. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, Central HeavAir,
appliances furnished, fenced
backyard. Nice Neighborhood.
$450. month $300. deposit.
Call (432)213-2681.

3 BEDROOM brick, fenced, air,
view. $325.00. Zero pets. Non
smoking. Nice home for less
rent. Good credit background
required. McDonald Realty,
(432)263-7615 or 263-4835.

3/2 WITH garage. Gourmet
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650.
month, $400. deposit. Call
(432)264-9907.

4104 MUIR. Two bedroom, two
bath, CH/A, carpet, quiet area.
Call (432)270-3848.

CHARMING COUNTRY Home
Large 2 bedroom, 2 bath
house. Country living within city
limits, pool, basement  and
large yard. $800. rent and de-
posit. Lease, work & rental ref-
erences required. Serious in-
quiries only (340) 713-0529 or
TJMrotz@aol.com.

CLEANEST 1 Begroom in
town. $300 5;6150‘ de-
posit. ew rences re-
quired. arport. Call
(432)213-2319.

FOR RENT one bedroom
house, Full time rent & ex-
change for part time baby-sit-
ting for 3 year old. Seeking a
Christian elderly person or cou-
ple. Call (432)267-1689 or
leave message.

FOR RENT: 800 Nolan. 1 Bed-
room, 1 bath. Utilities included.
$400.00 month, $300.00 de-
posit. Call (432)264-9907.

| FOR SALE or LEASE: Large
Rock House, double car ga-
rage on corner lot. 4 bd/2bth,
kitchen, dining and livingroom.
$550. monthly and deposit.
(281) 350-2980.

HEIGHTS APARTMENTS, 403
E. 8th Street. Spacious 1 Bed-
room's. Furnished & Unfur-
nished. All bills paid. $400.00
month, $200.00 deposit. Call
(432)267-2771.

Midway Area - Small 3 Bdrm
mobile homes. Stove & refrig-
erator, washer & dryer. CH/A.
$350.00 month $150.00 de-
posit. ‘HUD --approved. Call
432-393-5585 or 270-3928. |,

Nicest Apartments
in area :
CORONADO HILLS
APARTMENTS
(432)267-6500
801 W. Marcy
Big Spring, Tx 79720
Month of February
Move in for
$199.00 or $299.00.

SUNSET RIDGE
APARTMENTS
2911 West Hwy 80
1 & 2 Bedrooms
Cable TV Service
Central Heat & A/C
Friendly Staff
On-site Maintenance
Laundry Facility
****Move in Special****
Call (432)263-2292

THREE BEDROOM, one bath,

CH/A, refrigerator & stove,
‘washer, fenced. Good area.
Call (432)263-4528 or

(432)296-0277.

UNFURISHED NICE two bed-
room, 2 bath mobile home.
CH/A, washer and dryer hook-
ups. Appliances furnished.

Coahoma ISD. Call
(432)263-3996.

Real Estate for Sale

$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage
home. Reasonably good credit
required, lowered interest rates
to Qualified Buyer. Call now
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest-
ments Inc.

1002 BIRDWELL Brick House:
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, large
kitchen with self cleaning elec-
tric stove, large closets, stor-
age. Near Washington School.
$52,000.00. Call
(432)394-4675, 270-8330.

$270.00 monthly @ 7.4% for
30 years. No Credit Check.
Call (817)312-6322.

FOR SALE: Good 4 bedroom,
2 bath- Near College-
$5000.00. 3 Bedroom, 1 bath-
Older- $3000.00. 2 Bedroom-
Brick- $3000.00. 1 Bedroom-
Cheap. Call (432)264-0510.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru
6 Bedroom Brick Homes.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. We can adjust your

monthly payments to fit your
Budget. Call
(432)263-3461.

Maria

.

. TWO-STORY
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom,
2 baths, office, 2 living areas,
ash cabinets, fireplace. Ga-

zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4

acre, secluded. Lovely yard.
$105,000. Call (432)263-4080.

Vehicles

‘04 Freestar Vans

$6000 Avaitabie

Rebates
Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 1th

1984 CADILLAC Fleetwood
Brougham, 34090 actual miles.
Color Wonderland Haze, brown
leather interior, one owner,
runs good, excellent condition.
Call 432-393-5866 after 7:00
pm.

1995 Ford Van. 2 choose from!
Power windows, power doors,
locks, tilt, cruise, AM/FM cas-
sette. In house financing avail-
able. WAC

267-7124

2000 Ford Mustang, V-6 auto-
matic, red, power windows,
power doors, locks, tilt, cruise,
AM/FM CD. $7,950.

2001 Daewoo Leganze SE, 4
cyclinder, power doors, locks,
power windows, tilt, cruise, low
miles 43,000. Financing avail-
able. WAC :

Jimmy Hopper
1607 E. FM 700

Big Spring, ¥X. 79720 "
(432)267-5588 ]

1998 Chevy regular cab,
short-bed, 2 choose from V-6,
automatic, AM/FM cassette,
tint glass. $7,950.

1998 Chevy Silverado ex-
tended cab, 3-door Z71, pew-
ter, power windows, power
doors, locks, tilt, cruise, AM/FM
cassette. $10,900.

1999 Chevy Silverado regular
cab, short bed, V-6, automatic,
92,000 miles. $8,950.

Jimmy Hopper
1607 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX. 79720
(432)267-5588

1999 Chrysler LHS, V-6, ma-
roon leather seats, power seat,
power windows, doors, locks,
tilt, cruise, miles ~64,000.
$7,950.

2000 Ford Mustang, V-6, green
convertible, automatic, fully
loaded, dual pipe, after market
tail light. One owner. 40,000
miles. Very nice ride!

2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser Lim-
ited. Silver, fully loaded with
power sunroof. 64,900 miles.
$10,900.

Jimmy Hopper
1607 E. FM 700
Big Spring, TX. 79720
(432)267-5588

2002 Dodge Neon SE, power
windows, power doors, locks,
AM/FM CD. Still under factory
warranty. $6,900.

2001 Nissan Frontier SC crew
cab supercharge V-6, blue,
automatic leather seats, sun-
roof, power windows; power
doors, locks, tilt, cruise, alumi-
num wheels, CD. $14,900.

2001 Forc/ F-150 supercrew
XLT, red, tilt cruise, power win-
dows, power doors, locks. Very
nice! $14,900.

Jimmy Hopper
1607 E. FM 700

Big Spring, TX. 79720
(432)267-5588

Tomorrow's Horoscope

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS and announcements are

The Pisces moon is a
balm on the forehead of
this fast-paced week. So
much new energy has
come into the mix that we
need time to
assimilate. |4
Pisces lunar
energy is
introspec-
tive and
wise e,
reminding
us that we
needn’'t get
snagged in
the minutiae
or seduced
by the r—
details. All we are learn-
ing will fall into its prop-
er place.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Communication:and
community are key. Why
not plan a party for the
folks on your block? Get
to know the people you
casually wave hello to on
the street. Use this oppor-
tunity to bury the hatchet
with a neighbor.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). If you’ve lately found
yourself being
stonewalledr when it
comes to signing a docu-

/

Houpay
MATHIS

ment of paramount
importance to your
career, the situation

should lighten up consid-
erably. Power players are
in a more agreeable
mood.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Watch for an invita-
tion to travel with
friends. This offer could
come -through your
schoolmates or a. social
group — even - your
church! It’s an excellent
opportunity for spiritual
growth. Expand your
world and your mind.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). A corporate entity
with money to burn is
eager to finance your lat-
est project! Watch for sub-
tle opportunities. Be sure
to buy a lottery ticket.
C ur business part-

" nerS, and stir the pot a

bit. See what bubbles up.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Reconnect with friends if
you've been lying low
recently due to your
incredibly hectic and
exciting life. Invitations

Vehicles

VERY NICE 1984 Pontiac Fi-
ero, 49,000 original miles, new
paint, interior like new. CD
player,. AC, all components
work including head lights.
$2,500.00 negotiable.
(432)263-4645.

Legals

PUBLIC NOTICE
On December 21, 2004 Drew Bal-
lard and David Pappajohn filed an
application with the Federal Com-
munications Commission request-
ing authority to assign the license
and assets of standard broadcast
station KBYG, Big Spring, Texas,
from Mr. Ballard to Mr. Pappajohn.
Both the assignor and assignee in
this application are individuals.
A copy of the application filed with
the FCC is now in KBYG's public
file and available for review at the
station’s main studio, 2801 Wasson
Drive, Big Spring, Texas, during
regular business hours.
#4454 February 8, 10, 15, 17,
2005.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The Big Spring Independent
School District shall receive sealed
bid proposals until 4:00 P.M., Feb-
ruary 24, 2005, on the following:

Cross Country Track Supplies

Football Supplies

Tennis Supplies

Volleyball Supplies
Specifications and bid documents
may be secured from the school
district's Business Office located, at
708 East 11th Place, Big Spring,
Texas 79720-4648, phone number
(432) 264-3620. Bids will be pub-

Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options

Such As ALL BILLS PAID

MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP.

538 Westover

OPEN SATURDAY
Asslatance P

263-1252

met with joy all around.
Don't be surprised if
you're flooded with visi-
tors bearing gifts of love!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Presentations and
meetings of all sorts go
smoothly. You come out
looking knowledgeable
and approachable, pick-
ing up new clients or
even a date! Regarding
your mail: Toss it, file it,
or deal with it, but don’t
let it pile up.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Lucky you! Many oppor-
tunities for fun and love
present themselves. Say
yes to any sort of group
outing, and you're sure to
have a creatively inspir-
ing and enlightening
time. What better way to
beat the winter dol-
drums? .

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Now that the holidays
are behind you, family
tensions dissipate. Yes,
you may actually find
yourself once again liking
those crazy people to
whom you're related.
Make time for lazing
around the house togeth-
er.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Is there a con-
cert, movie or museum
exhibit you’ve been dying
to see? Unchain yourself
from your desk for a day!
Get out there into the
thick of things, and com-
mune with your fellow
humans. Work can wait;
life can’t.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). An unexpected
phone call could. bring
outstanding financial
news! Knowing how hard
you drive yourself, this is
most likely work-related,
though it could also be
through an investment or
a friend. Take a bow.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Everything just
seems a little bit easier.
People are more accessi-
ble. The wheels, of _
vation and product
spin a little faster. People
just seem to get you.
You're in the zone. Enjoy
this time with someone
special.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You're in the midst of
a huge spiritual growth
spurt, becoming the per-
son you've always wanted
to be. Your values are
changing, and so is your
social circle.
Acquaintances come and
go; true friends are forev-
er.

ASTROLOGICAL
QUESTIONS: “I'm a Leo
born Aug. 6, 1986, and it
seems like every time I
really, really like people I
can't get enough of them
until they’re mine, and
then, when they are, I get
bored and don’t like them
anymore. When am I
going to find someone I
am truly in love with?”

The cycle you describe
isn’t as negative as you're
making it out to be. It’s a
natural growth process
and could be your habit
clear through your late
20s. Your Mars in
Capricorn and Venus in
Virgo give you a practical
edge in matters of
romance that happens to
be masked to the outside
world, and often even to
you, by your passionate
Leo sun and moon. You
feel and behave as though
you are overwhelmingly
infatuated or “in love”
with a person, heart, soul
and body, when at the
root of this is actually a
much more psychological
attraction.
want the person; you
want to know what he or
she knows or have the
status, talent or success
he or she has. Once you
catch up or learn all that
person has to teach you,
the infatuation quickly
deflates. When you get a
handle on your own tal-
ents and roles in life,
you'll love in a healthier,
more lasting way.
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This Date

In History

By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Feb.
10, the 41st day of 2005.
There are 324 days left in
the year.

Today's
History:

On Feb. 10, 1967, the 25th
Amendment to the
Constitution, dealing with
presidential disability and
succession, went into effect.

On this date:

In 1763, France ceded
Canada to England under

Highlight in

in New York Harbor a day
after it caught fire while
being refitted for the U.S.
Navy.

In 1942, RCA Victor pre-
sented Glenn Miller and his
Orchestra with a “gold
record” for their recording
of “Chattanooga Choo

Choo,” which had sold
more than one million
copies.

In 1949, Arthur Miller’s
play “Death of a Salesman”
opened at Broadway'’s
Morosco Theater.

In 1962, the Soviet Union
exchanged captured
American U-2 pilot Francis
Gary Powers for Rudolph
Ivanovich Abel, a Soviet
spy held by the United
States.

Committee, becoming the ..

first black to head a major
U.S. political party.
Today’s Birthdays: Opera

singer Leontyne Price is 78. -

Actor Robert Wagner is 75.
Singer Roberta Flack is 66.
Singer Jimmy Merchant

(Frankie Lymon and the .

Teenagers) is 65. Olympic
gold-medal swimmer Mark
Spitz is 55. Country singer
Lionel Cartwright is 45!
Movie director Alexander
Payne (“Sideways”) is 44.
ABC’s “This Week” host
George Stephanopoulos  is

44. Actress Laura Dern is -/

38. Country singer Dude
Mowrey is 33.
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You're Cashworthy With Usle
All it takes is a job, driver's license and checking
account to get the cash you need today.

==That’s Recly’
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Go online and check out www.thatsracin.

Cash Advances
up to $1,0001 1810 Grogg Bt e
e Across from Credit World ’Il
267-1118 22%h 5.
www.thecashstore.com
STO® R E. Store Hours: Mon -Fri 10am - 6pm, Sat 10am -2pm
Loans made State Bank , SD. Actual terms and loan amounts . See store for delails,

By Davip PooLE
Knight Ridder Newspapers

hat’s Racin’s David Poole

ranks the top 25 teams going

into the 2005 NASCAR Nex-
tel Cup season. Rankings are based
on the entire team’s potential for suc-
cess in the upcoming season, not
merely on the driver.

Jimmie Johnson (car No. 48): No disrespect

intended to the defending champion, but this
team appears ready to kick down the door it has
been knocking on for the past two years. Last
year’s final ranking: 2.

Kurt Busch (car No. 97): Frankly, it's

doubtful that this team will finish the season
this high. But you have to give these guys at least
this much respect for what they accomplished in
2004. Last year’s final ranking: 1.

Jeff Gordon (car No. 24): Some believe the
Chase format cost Gordon a fifth title in
2004. It’s not that simple, and in the long run the
new system will give him more shots at adding

more titles. Last year’s final ranking: 3.

Tony Stewart (car No. 20): Good enough to

make the Chase again, but without improve-
ment this team won’t win the title. Last year’s fi-
nal ranking: 7.

Ryan Newman (car No 12): Last year's pre-

season favorites didn't quite put it together
in '04. They’ll come closer this time. Last year's
final ranking: 8.

Matt Kenseth (car No. 17): It’s hard to

imagine this team getting far enough off kil-
ter to miss making the Chase. L.ast year's final
ranking: 9.

Dale Earnhardt Jr. (car No. 8): Offseason

changes make this team the most difficult
one to forecast of the elite group. Last year's fi-
nal ranking: 4

he International Race of Champi-
ons? Forget about it, they've al-
ready had it.

The four-race IROC series that will
be held at various sites
throughout the 2005 season
has one of its most diverse
fields in recent memory,
but nothing close to the
amalgamation of talent that
graced Daytona Inferna-
tional Speedway over the
weekend for the Rolex 24
Sports car race.

There are only 12 dri-
vers in the IROC field.
There were at least that
many champions from oth-

® DAVID POOLE ™

sanctions the Rolex 24, that a team of
road racing regulars, Max Angelelli,
Wayne Taylor and Emmanuel Collard,
wound up as the overall winners.

AUTOS T CK
Ricky Rudd (No. 22 in the rankings) and his
one-car Wood Bros. team face stiff competition.

Kasey Kahne (car No. 9): There is major up-
side potential for this second-year driver and
his expertly led team. Last year’s final ranking: 11.

Jamie McMurray (car No. 42): Chip Ganas-
si Racing needs this car to lead it back to-
ward running with the big boys. Last year’s final
ranking: 6.
1 Mark Martin (car No. 6): We could have
put a lot of guys in the final Chase spot,
but we went for the sentimental pick. Last year’s
final ranking: 5.
1 1 Elliott Sadler (car No. 38): Last year’s
breakout team has a better chance of re-
turning to the Chase than some think. Last year’s
final ranking: 10.
1 Greg Biffle (car No. 16): Only team to
win more than one race and not make the
Chase in '04. Consistency’s the issue. Last year’s
final ranking: 12.
1 Jeremy Mayfield (car No. 19): Could
join Kahne in Chase if the changes at
Evernham Motorsports take root effectively. Last
year's final ranking: 14.

1 Bobby Labonte (car No. 18): It’s hard to

believe the malaise that hit Joe Gibbs
Racing in '04 will hang on for another year. Last
year’s final ranking: 15.

Champ Car series.

NASCAR star Jimmie
Johnson was part of the sec-
ond-place team, along with

“I could feel the difference from last
year to this year as far as intensity and
pace,” said Stewart, who was driving in
the same car a year ago when a suspen-
sion failure less than 20 minutes from
the checkered flag cost his team a victo-

DAVIE HINSHAW/KRT

After finishing second in the points standings two years in a row, Jimmie Johnson (No. 1 in the rankings) could win the Nextel Cup title in 2005.

Season forecast

Ranking the potential of Nextel Cup s top race teams

1 Dale Jarrett (car No. 88): He and team-

mate Sadler could push each other high-
er up on this list by season’s end. Last year’s fi-
nal ranking: 19.

1 Michael Waltrip (car No. 15): Waltrip

better make this prediction look too low
or it seems certain he'll be off DEI's roster in
2006. Last year’s final ranking: 23.

1 Rusty Wallace (car No. 2): Perhaps it

will be his turn to have a big *“last hur-
rah™ as he celebrates his *“Last Call.”
final ranking: 16.

1 8 Kevin Harvick (car No. 29): Richard

Childress Racing needs to prove that this
is far too low for its top team to be. Last year’s h-
nal ranking: 17.

Last year’s

: 1 Joe Nemechek (car No. 01): If you're

still looking for a dark horse team this far
down, maybe you just found it. Last year's hnal
ranking: 13.

2 Carl Edwards (car No. 99): It’s pretty
sure that if we're wrong on this one it’ll

be that we've got him too low. Last year’s final

ranking: 18.

2 Jeff Burton (car No. 31): He could be the

year's big surprise. If we ranked him
higher, it wouldn’t be a surprise. Last year’s final
ranking: 20.

2 Ricky Rudd (car No. 21): Nobody will
work harder, but battling the mega-teams
is tough. Last year’s final ranking: 22.

2 Casey Mears (car No. 41): Mears needs

to shed the “potential™ label and convert
it into some solid on-track results Last year's fi-
nal ranking: 21.

2 Sterling Marlin (car No. 40): As with

other veterans, the Wallace-Martin-Terry
Labonte exit strategies put this driver on the
clock. Last year’s final ranking: 25.

2 5 Brian Vickers (car No. 05): Lessons

learned in a trying rookie season will be-
gin to pay off for Vickers in 2005. Last year’s fi-
nal ranking: 27.

com for the latest information and news on stock-car racing, updated daily

® THIS WEEK'S RACE =

BUDWEISER SHOOTOUT

Where: Daytona International Speedway, a
2.5-mile paved highly-banked tri-oval located in
Daytona Beach, Fla.

When: Saturday at 8 p.m.
(ET).

TV: Fox.

Radio: Motor Racing Net-
work.

Purse: TBA. (In 2004, it
was $213,000 to'winner.)

Last year’'s winner:

Dale Jarrett.

Also this week: The Auto-
mobile Racing Club of Ameri-
ca series opens its 2005 season with its annual
stop at Daytona, preceding the Budweiser
Shootout. Frank Kimmel won the series cham-
pionship last season, his sixth title and fifth con-
secutive.

Nextel Cup qualifying for the starting row of
the 2005 Daytona 500 is Sunday.

® POLL POSITION =

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION

Who will win the 2005
Budweiser Shootout?

Cast your vote at:
www.thatsracin.com

LASTWEEK’S QUESTION

Who'll be the 2005 Nextel Cup
rookie of the year?

Number of votes: 4,709

20%
else

® BY THE NUMBERS =

2005 NEXTEL CUP SCHEDULE

The dates and tracks for the coming season:

Feb. 12 Daytona International Speedway*
Feb. 17 Daytona International Speedway**
Feb. 20 Daytona International Speedway
Feb.27 California Speedway
March 13 Las Vegas Motor Speedway
March 20 Atlanta Motor Speedway
April 3 Bristol Motor Speedway
April 10 Martinsville Speedway
April 17 Texas Motor Speedway
April 23 Phoenix International Raceway
May 1 Talladega Superspeedway
May 7 Darlington Raceway
May 14 Richmond International Raceway
May 21 Lowe's Motor Speedway*
May 29 Lowe's Motor Speedway
June 5 Dover International Speedway
June 12 Pocono Raceway
June 19 Michigan International Speedway
June 26 Infineon Raceway
July 2 Daytona International Speedway
July 10 Chicagoland Speedway
July 17 New Hampshire Int'| Speedway
July 24 Pocono Raceway
Aug.7 Indianapolis Motor Speedway
Aug. 14 Watkins Glen International
Aug. 21 Michigan International Speedway
Aug. 27 Bristol Motor Speedway
Sept. 4 California Speedway
Sept. 10 Richmond International Raceway
Sept. 18 New Hampshire Int'| Speedway
Sept. 25 Dover International Speedway
Oct.2 Talladega Superspeedway
Oct.9 Kansas Speedway
Oct. 15 Lowe'’s Motor Speedway
Oct. 23 Martinsville Speedway
Oct. 30 Atlanta Motor Speedway
Nov.6 Texas Motor Speedway
Nov. 13 Phoenix International Raceway
Nov. 20 Homestead-Miami Speedway

* Denotes a non-points event

** Denotes Daytona 500 qualifying event

Forget IROC, the Rolex 24 at Daytona was a true all-star event

these guys are superstars,” Maxwell
said. “With all due respect, I'm just a
journeyman sports car driver who is just
trying to plug out a career. These guys
are huge, but they’re so down to earth
and levelheaded. I don’t think I've ever
laughed this much at a racetrack.”

the ageless Elliott Forbes- ry. “Everybody seemed to be flat out and Rusty Wallace has already said he
Robinson from Sherrill’s everybody was running a pretty strong wants to drive in the Rolex 24 next year
Ford and Butch Leitzinger. pace all day. It made for a fun race. You T after he steps out of Nextel Cup compe-
Tony Stewart, joined by  didn’t feel like you were out just riding FISHARD PRINCEWIECK PHOTO SERVICES  titjon, and the folks at Dale Earnhardt
Andy Wallace and Jan Lam- around. You were giving it 98 or99 per-  1he No:r10 N’ém Riley %:'“:u and N are already talking about putting to-
mers, had to settle for third  cent the whole time.” Wayne Taylor, Emmanuel gether an effort featuring Dale Earnhardt

overall after leading for
much of the race. A gearbox
problem in their car, which
has a chassis from Denver,

Speed Channel provided 14 hours of
remarkable live coverage of the event,
and based on what you could tell from
that, the NASCAR guys seemed to ac-

Max Angelelli won the 2005 Rolex 24. i

year. It would be tough to keep me out
of one of these cars. These guys are go-
ing to work on this car some and find out

er series who were dabbling in Ameri-
ca’s most prestigious road racing event
last Saturday and Sanday at the same
place where NASCAR’s season ramps
up this week.

It's probably a good thing for the
Grand American Series, the group that

N.C.-based Max Crawford’s quit themselves quite nicely. the problems with the axels and I think
operation, doomed their shot at winning, The Kenseth-Busch-Biffle group had  we’re going to be in the hunt.”
Jamie McMurray was on the fourth-  three axel failures in their Ford effort, Scott Maxwell, the road-racing spe-
place team. Casey Mears, Bobby and the car finally gave up the ghost cialist who worked with the trio of

Labonte, Terry Labonte, Kurt Busch,
Matt Kenseth and Greg Biffle also raced
in the marathon, as did a constellation of
stars from the Indy Racing League and

about a half-hour from the finish with
Biffle at the helm.

“I learned a lot,” Biffle said. “I
learned what we need to do for next

Roush Racing drivers, had nothing but

kind words for his teammates.

“The way we meshed has beenalot
of fun, and a bit of a surprise because

Two years ago, after the Grand

. American Series rewrote the rulebook

for the Rolex 24, only six of the Daytona
Prototypes that make up the top class in
the event showed up. This year, there
were 29 of them entered. Give the car
and engine builders another season of
development on the cars as the series
runs the rest of its schedule and the 2006
event figures to be even more competi-
tive and star-studded.
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