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Deadline nears
for banquet tickets

Time has run out to
get tickets for the Big
Spring Area chamber
of Commerce Banquet
at a discounted price.

Tickets are $20 each
if purchased before
Tuesday. Otherwise,
they will be $25. No
tickets or reservations
will be accepted after
Friday. The banquet is
set for Tuesday, Feb. 8,
in the Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum.

Guest speaker will be
David P. Rumbager,

L president and CEO of
1 the Tupelo, Miss.,
Community
Development
Foundation.

For tickets, contact
the chamber qat 215
W. Third or by phone
at 263-7641.

INSIDE

Facing a foe that
can break bones

Osteoporosis affects -
the everyday lives of
millions of Americans,
sometimes long before
they reach the age
when bone thinning
typically appears. To
fight it, many people
are making daily
changes in their diets
and exercise routines,
as well as taking med-
ication to try to
restore their bone den-
sity. Four of those sto-
ries can be found on

Page 5A.

Personal income
posts record rise

Personal income,
boosted by a large div-
idend payment from
computer software
giant Microsoft Corp.,
shot up by a record 3.7
percent during the
month of December.

Page 3A.
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Millions of Iraqis cast their ballots

Iraqi interim leader
calls for countrymen
to forget differences

~ By JASON KEYSER

Associated Press Writer

BAGHDAD, Iraq — Iraq's inter-
im leader called on his country-
men to set aside their differences
Monday while jubilant Iraqis
sifted through millions of ballots,
tallying the results of a vote they

- hoped would usher in democracy

and lead to the departure of
150,000 American troops.

There were fears that not
everyone would accept Sunday's
results. Sunni participation was
considerably lower than other
groups, a U.S. official said on
condition of anonymity. That
raised fears that Sunni radicals
who drive Iraq's insurgency
could grow ever more alienated.

Exact figures were not avail-
able, but few voters visited polls
in Sunni areas during Sunday's
election.

Despite fears of growing vio-
lence, the nation was calm
Monday as vehicles again wove
their way down Baghdad's
streets after an election day ban
on most traffic. Still, the city's
main bridges were blocked, indi-
cating some security was still in
place. On Sunday, a string of

“insurgent attacks and eight sui-

cide bombings killed 44 people.

See IRAQ. Page 3A
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INn taxes

Not surprisingly,
ALON USA leads
county taxpayers

By STEVE REAGAN

KRT photo/Paul Assaker

An Iragi man drops his ballot lnto a clear plastic ballot box in the Jadiryah
district of Baghdad on Sunday. Millions of other Iragis went to the polis
Sunday to cast ballots in the first free election held in more than 30 years.

Bush calls election

success, pr omises

to continue help

By NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — President
Bush called the Iraqi election a
resounding success and
promised that the United States
will help Iraqis fight continuing
insurgency as they build a demo-.
cratic government.

"There's more distance to travel
on the road to democracy," Bush
said Sunday, four hours after the
polls closed. "Yet Iraqis are prov-
ing they're equal to the chal-
lenge."

The president mentioned that
some were Kkilled while voting,
but he focused his brief remarks
on the success for Iraq and its
citizens. He told of one voter who
lost a leg in a terrorist attack last
year but still made it to the polls
to vote for peace.

"The world is hearing the voice
of freedom from the center of the
Middle East,” Bush said. "In great
numbers, and under great risk,
Iraqis have shown their commit-
ment to democracy."

He called the leaders of three
key U.S. allies in the Middle East
— King Abdullah of Jordan,
Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi
Arabia and President Hosni
Mubarak of Egypt — Sunday

See BUSH, Page 3A
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Staff Writer

The Alon USA Refinery continues to be
taxpayer,
according to figures released by the coun-

Howard County's largest

ty tax office.

The figures, which lists the top taxpay-
ers among the county’s 11 taxing entities,
shows the refinery leading the way by a

considerable margin.

The refinery shows a top total taxable
value of just under $77.9 million, more
than $30 million more than the top tax-
Crownquest
Operating LLC, which is second on the

able value listed for

list at $40.5 million.

The remainder of the county’s top 10
taxable value,
ConocoPhillips Company ($32 million),
Aethon I LP ($30.8 million), Texas Big
Western
Container Corp. ($28.3 million), Anadarko
($24.06 million), Sid
Richardson Carbon Ltd. ($21.55 million),
Oncor Electtic Delivery Co. ($21.46 mil-

taxpayers, with

Spring LP ($28.5 million),

Petroleum Corp.

See TOPS, Page 6A

are:

THE GIFT OF
ok

Cindy Lopez, director of marketing at Comanche Trail Nursing Center, relaxes while UBS Donor Care
Specialist Jeff Pickering gets her ready to donate blood Friday afternoon. Several blood drives are
scheduled in the Big Spring area in February. From 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. Thursday a blood drive will
take place in the Rip Griffin Truck and Travel Center. From 8 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. Feb. 17 a blood drive
is set at the VA Medical Center. And the last opportunity to donate blood in February is from 11 a.m.
until 4 p.m. at Wal-Mart Feb. 21.

LIFE
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Sales tax rebates up to start new year

J Howard County enjoys
5.24 percent increase
comparing January 2005
to January 2004.

By BILL MCCLELLAN
News Editor

Big Spring received $293,864.05
in sales tax rebates to start the

- new year, up slightly from a

January 2004, according to the
Texas State Comptroller’s Office.

January rebates for the
HoWard County seat compare to
$279,224.67 a year ago, up 5.24
percent. Since a new year has
begun, the year-to-date total is

the same as the monthly total for
January.

Coahoma received just $3,050. lb
this- month, a 24.67 percent
decrease when compared to the
$$4,049.31 received in January
2004. It is not uncommon for

smaller communities to witness -

large decreases and increases
throughout the year.

Case in point is Forsan, which
saw an increase of 156.49 percent.
Forsan counted up $7,033.32 this
month, which compares to
$2,742.08 a year ago: The city had
enjoyed a 39.93 increase for 2004
and that trend continues.

Abilene received $2,033,393.10
for January, an 8.62 percent
increase compared to the

$1,871,970.02 the city received in
January 2004.

Andrews took in $67,320.20, an
increase of 16.07 percent when
compared to the $57,999.52
received the same month in 2004.

Brownfield received an
increase of 7.67 percent, compar-
ing this January's rebates of
$55,354.53 to last January’s
rebates of $51,409.53.

Colorado City had a 2.42 per-
cent increase, comparing
$30,259.35 for January 2005 to
$29,544.07 for January 2004:

Fort Stockton received
$106,148:27 this month, a 7.54 per-
cent increase when compared to
the $98,699.99 received a year
ago.

Kermit took in $25,891.35 this
menth, an increase of 10.64 per-
cent when compared to the
$23,400.24 taken in for January
2004.

Lamesa received $61,662.70, an
increase of 3.32 percent com-
pared to the $59,678.68 received
in January of 2004.

Rebates of $2,897,628.69 came in
to Lubbock this month. That's a
32.43 percent increase compared
to the $2,188,030.04 the city
received in January 2004.

Midland enjoyed an increase of
18,78 percent this month, com-
paring $1,763,904.59° to
$1,485,515.75 for January 2004.

See REBATES, Page 6A
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Obituaries
Reba Fox

Reba Fox, 81, of Big Spring died Sunday, Jan. 30,‘
2005, in a local nursing home. Her services are pend- |

ing with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring.

. Take note

O BIG SPRING AREA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE BANQUET is set for 6:30 p.m. Feb. 6 in the
Dorothy Garrett Coliseum. The guest speaker is David
P. Rumbarger; president and CEO of Community
Development Foundation of Tupelo, Miss. The pro-
gram also includes the announcement of the 2004 Man
and Woman of the year. Tickets are $25 in advance
and no tickets will be sold at the door. Call the cham-
ber at 263-7641. :

Q HOWARD COUNTY CHILD WELFARE BOARD
is seeking financial donations to provide support for
children in Howard County who have been removed
from their home due to abuse or neglect. Contact Patti
Richard at 432-559-6953 or mail donations to HCCWB
P.O. Box 3101 Big Spring, 79721.

QO LEGAL AID OF NORTHWEST TEXAS is accept-
ing appointments for 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. the first and

third Wednesday ™ of each month, beginning:

Wednesday. Individuals seeking legal advice for mat-
ters concerning family law, divorce, custody and child
support issues, social security cases, employment and
housing may contact the office to schedule an appoint-
ment. Criminal cases are not accepted. Anyone recent-
ly served with legal documents should call the office
immediately at 800-926-5630 or 432-686-0647.

U HERITAGE MUSEUM is also accepting donations
of costumes to be used with the new theme party area
opening in May. Call the museum at 267-8255.

QO YELLOWDOG DARE DEVILS RELAY FOR
LIFE FUND-RASIER offers individual-sized, heart-
shaped cakes with a Valentine’'s message for $4. Order
and prepay before Feb. 9. Call the bus barn at 264-4108.

Q9 FRIENDS OF THE, MARTIN COUNTY
_LIBRARY have scheduled a used book sale from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. every Thursday in the new building
across from the White Ford Motor-Company, near the
post office. The sale benefis the restoration of a library
building. For more information contact Bud Lindsey
at 756-2306.,

d A FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR 6-
WEEK-OLD MAGGIE VASQUEZ TO ASSIST WITH
THE EXPENSES OF A KIDNEY TRANSPLANT. She
is the daughter of Susan Vasquez and Steve Nail of Big
Spring. Maggie was born prematurely and suffers
from kidney failure. She remains in Dallas Children’s

Hospital undergoing daily dialysis treatment until the -

transplant match is found and the surgery performed.
The account number at the bank is 9013091. For more
information, contact Parks Convienent Store at 263-
4498 or Denise 816-1539.

2 RELAY RASCAL RAZZMATAZZ is 10 a.m. Feb.
19, 2005, in the Big Spring Municipal Auditorium,
sponsored by Big Spring State Hospital's Relay for Life
Team. Entry forms are available at the Big Spring
Chamber of Commerce, 215 W. Third and KBST 608
Johnson. Entry deadline is Feb. 8, 2005. Any boy or
girl between the ages of 1 day old to 11 years may par-
ticipate.

J A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to
help with the cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

Weather

Today — Patchy fog-in the morning. Cloudy with a
20 percent Chance of rain or drizzle. Highs in the
lower 40s. North winds around 10 mph.

Tonight — Mostly cloudy. Slight chance of rain or
snow in the evening, then a slight chance of snow
after midnight. Lows in the upper 20s. North winds
around 10 mph. The chance of precipitation is 20 per-
cent.

Tuesday — Mostly cloudy with light snow likely.
Snow accunfulation 1 to 3 inches. Highs in the upper
30s. North winds up to 10 mph becoming light and
variable. The chance of snow is 70 percent.

Tuesday night — Cloudy with light snow likely.
Additional light snow accumulations. Lows in the
upper 20s. North winds 10 to 15 mph. The chance of
snow is 60 percent.

" Wednesday — Mostly cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s.
Northeast winds around 10 mph.

Wednesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the
upper 20s.

Thursday — Partly cloudy. nghs in the mid 50s.

Thursday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
30s.

Friday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.

Friday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 30s.

Saturday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.

Saturday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Sunday — Partly cloudy Highs in the upper 50s.
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m.
today:

. SANDY SHEIKH, 22, 3304 W. Hwy. 80, was arrest
ed on Tarrant County warrants.

+ PAUL ROSS, 43, 705 S. Abrams St., was arrested on
a charge of theft.

« JERMAINE SAVAGE, 33, 1502 Lincoln St., was
arrested on local warrants.

* MISTY TWILLIGEAR, 30, 447 Armstrong, was
arrested on a charge of disorderly conduct.

* JASON WAYNE CAREY, 23, 1804 Settles St., was
arrested on local warrants.

« CLORESSA EASLEY, 40, 1006 E. 14th St., was
arrested on Gillespie County warrants.

» CHRISTOPHER .CLARK, 18, no address given,
was arrested on a charge of theft.

« VERONICA RODRIGUEZ, 18, 1002 N. Main St.,
was arrested on Howard County warrants. -

« DRIVING WHILE LICENSE INVALID/SUS-
PENDED was reported on the 2800 block of FM 700,

« ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported on
the 3300 block of W. Highway 80.

+ ASSAULT was reported  on the 1500 block of
Lincoln.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported on
the 1500 block of Kentucky and the 900 block of Sixth
Street.

* BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported on the
3200 block of W. Highway 80.

« CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported-on the 1800
block of Gregg and the 1600 block of Gregg.

« THEFT was reported on the 1800 block of Gregg
(twice); the 900 block of Willia; the 300 block of Gregg;
the 400 block of Birdwell (twice); the 2600 block of
Gregg; the 1800 block of FM 700; the 3300 block of FM
700; and the 1500 block of Fourth Street.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity between 5 p.m. Saturday and 8 a.m.
today:

« JUDY DIANE REED, 50, was arrested on a charge
of injury to the elderly.

« JEREMY JACOB ROBERTSON, 28, was trans-
ferred from the Big Spring Police Department after his
arrest on a charge of aggravated sexual assault.

« LESLYE DAWN SCHULZE, 42, was transferred
from the BSPD after her arrest on a charge of driving
while intoxicated.

« KAREN ANN LOPEZ, 27, was transferred from
the BSPD after her arrest on a charge of theft.

*« BRANDON JOE ROBINSON, 38, began serving
sentence after his conviction on charges of burglary of
a building.

* LISA GALE GAMBLE, 40, was arrested oma
charge of forgery.

* BRUCE WAYNE JEFFCOAT 37, was transferred
from the BSPD after his arrest on charges of driving
while license invalid.

« CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL PACE, was arrested -
on a charge of indecency with a child.

*« MIGUEL ANGEL BAEZA, 46, was arrested on a
charge of driving while intoxicated.

« CHRISTOPHER WADE CLARK, 18, was arrested
on a motion to revoke probation for burg,lary of a
building.

« VERONICAL LEEAN RODRIGUEZ, 18, trans-
ferred from the BSPD after her arrest on a charge of
criminal trespass.

* CLORESSA EASLEY, 40, was transferred from the
BSPD after her arrest on a charge of theft.

« JASON CAREY, 23, was arrested on a motion to
revoke probation for theft under $500.

. ASSAULT was reported on Interstate 20 and West

Fire/ EMS

The Big Spring Fire Department/Emergency Medical
Service reported the following activity Sunday:

« MEDICAL was reported on the 700 block of W.
Interstate 20.

« PUBLIC SERVICE was reported on the 2700 block
of Lynn Street.

e TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported on the 700
block of W. Interstate 20. ,

* STRUCTURE FIRE was reported on the 300 block
of E. Fourth Street.

Lottery

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 1-18-19-22-37. Bonus Ball:
29.
Number matching five of five, plus Bonus Ball: 0.
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $5
million.
L X N J
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 17-19-22-29-30.
Number matching five of five: 0.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.
LE X J
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night:
396
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Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

" TODAY

» Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics.
Those 50 ‘years and older are invited to attend. Call
268:4721.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

« Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in La
Posada Restaurant.

» Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 500
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meetmg Room of
the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

« Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY

-’Intermedlate Line Dance classes begin at 9 a.m.
in the Spring City Senior Citizen's Center. Call 267-
1628.

» Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11
a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center.

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» A Stitchin' Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at|

Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394-
4835 for more information.

'« VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall,
500 Driver Road.

« Sheriff's Posse meets at 7 p.m. in the clubhouse
on the Andrews Highway.

» Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Texas
Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard County
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

» Gospel Singing in the Kentwood Activity Center
at 7 p.m. with special guest singers from Midland
and Colorado City. Everyone is welcome.

« Concerned Citizens for Big Spring meets at 7 p.m.

in the meeting room of the Howard County Library, |

500 S. Main.
* Big Spring Chapter 67, Order of the Eastern Star

meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Lodge, 219 Main St. |

WEDNESDAY

e Optimist C]l{b meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and

‘| Tone. Call 268-4721.

* Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

* Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY i

» Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

* Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet
Shoppe.

* Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

* Genealogy Society of Big Spring meets at 7 p.m.
in the Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

» Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101
Lancaster. -

FRIDAY

* Signal Mountain Quilting. Guild meets from 9
a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Members
bring their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for
more information.

* AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

* Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» Spring City Senior Citizen’s country and western
dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area seniors
are invited.

SATURDAY

* Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

* Big Spring Squares. Call 263-6305 for more infor-
mation.
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Personal incomes jump record 3.7 percent in December

By MARTIN CRUTSINGER made on Dec. 2. Even that
AP Economics Writer fleducel;l figure would
WASHINGTON _ have been an improve-

. ment over the 0.4 percent
Personal income, boosted rise in personal incomes
by a large dividend pay-

in November.
ment from computer soft-  The higher incomes
ware giant Microsoft

gave a boost to consumer
Corp., shot up by arecord gpending which rose at
3.7 percent in December.

twice the rate of a 0.4 per-
That helped to boost con- cent increase ? in

“sumer spending during November. It was the best
the all-important holiday showing since a similar
season by 0.8 percent. 0.8 percent increase in
The Commerce spending in October.

Department reported After adjusting for infla-
Monday that the income tlon’ consumer Spendlng

gain would have been a j4¢ up 0.9 percent last

December without the jj five months.

one-time $3 per share div-  por all of 2004, personal
idend payment Microsoft

incomes increased by 5.4
percent, the largest annu-
al advance since an 8 per-
cent jump in 2000, the last
full year of the decade-
long economic expansion.
Since .the 2001 recession
and an extended jobless
recovery, personal
incomes have grown at
much smaller rates of 3.5
percent in 2001, 1.8 per-
cent in 2002 and 3.2 per-
cent in 2003.

Consumer spending
rose by 6.1 percent last
year, the best showing
since a 7.3 percent
advance in 2000. Spending
had been up 5.2 percent.
last year.

Economists _closely
watch consumer spending
since it accounts for two-
thirds of total economtc
activity.

The government report-
ed Friday that the econo-
my expanded at an annu-
al rate of 3.1 percent in
the final three months of
the year, the slowest per-
formance since early 2003,
as strong consumer
spending was offset by a
huge widening of
America's trade deficit.

For all of 2004, however,
the economy grew by 4.4
percent, and that was the
best showing in five
years. Analysts believe

mention any military
withdrawal.

L. Paul Bremer, the for-
mer U.S. civilian admin-

BUSH

Continued from Page 1A

afternoon to talk about istrator in Iraq, said
building on the Iraqi elec- Monday the elections
tion and to support _were "a gl.'eat victory for
democracy among the .the Iragi people, for
Palestinians. democracy and for the

president's message of

Insurgents - in .- Iraq freedom." He said that

struck polling stations A :
with a string of suicide While the insurgents,
bombings and mortar vol-  Since they are antidemoc-

leys, killing more than 40 ratic, won't respect the
people. Bush also said. he results of these democrat-

mourned the loss of U.S ic elections," violence was

and British forces on elec- l‘t‘ely to continue. .
tion day, including troops But gradually they're
killed when a British mil- 80ing to lose2 Bremer
itary transport plane Said on NBC's "Today
crashed. show. "The balance of

"Terrorists and insur- POWwer is towards democ-

gents will continue to raé:y now in Iraq.’ I
wage their war against ongressiona

democracy, and we will Democrats, meanwhile,
support the Iraqi people Were stepping up their
in their fight against calls for an exit strategy

them,” Bush said. "We 1D Iraq. Senate
will continue  training Democratic Leader Harry

Iraqi security forces so Reid of Nevada said in

this rising democracy can émarks prepared for

eventually take responsi- geli;/le:ry dMondayu that
bility for its own securi- Dush "needs to spell out a
ty." real and understandable

Bush did not take ques- Plan for the unfinished
tions from reporters or WOrk ahead'in Iraq.

exit strategy so that we
know what victory is and
how we can get there; so
that we know wHat we
need to do and so that we
know when the job is
done."

Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy, D-Mass, said
Bush "must look beyond
the election” and start
bringing troops home.

"The best way to demon-
strate to the Iraqi people
that we have no long-term
designs on their country
is for the administration
to withdraw some troops
now" and negotiate fur-
ther withdrawals,
Kennedy added.

On Sunday, Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice
would not say whether
U.S. forces will leave the
country in great numbers
after the vote. She said
the United States will dis-
cuss the continued need «
for outside security forces
with the newly elected
Iragi government.

So far, more than 1,400
U.S. troops and many
thousands of Iraqis have
lost their lives. The
United States is spending

growth will moderate
slightly in the current
year under the impact of
rising interest rates.
Federal Reserve policy-
makers will "hold their
first meeting of 2005 on
Tuesday and. Wednesday
and it is widely expected
they will boost rates by
another quarteri-point as
they continue a gradual
credit tightening cam-
paign in an effort to
ensure that inflation does
not get out of control.
The government report
on incomes and spending
showed that - after-tax
incomes rose by 4 percent
in December, also helped

by the Microsoft dividend
payment. The amount of
income that Americans
had left over after taxes
climbed by just 0.4 per-
cent in November.

The big jump in after-
tax incomes helped boost
the personal savings rate
to 3.4 percent in
December, compared to
0.3 percent in November.

The savings rate for the
whole year totaled just 1
percent. ‘Fhat was the
smallest annual rate since
the Depression year of
1933 when personal sav-
ings dipped into negative
territory of minus 1.5 per-
cent, :

KRT photo/Debble Vanstory/ABACA Press

Security qas tight at the polling location in Irvine, Calif., Friday as Iraqi expatriates voted
throughout the United States in suburbs of Chicago; Detroit; Washington, D.C.; Nashville;

and Los Angeles.

more than $1 billion a
week in Iraq. ;

Rice said the election
went better than expect-
ed, but did not elaborate
on U.S. predictions for
turnout, violence or other
measures.

In Iraq, officials said
turnout among the 14 mil-
lion eligible voters
appeared higher than the
57 percent they had pre-
dicted. Complete - voting
results are not expected
for days.

Polls were largely
deserted all day in many
cities of the Sunni
Triangle. In Baghdad's
mainly Sunni-Arab area
of Azamiyah, the neigh-
borhood's four polling
centers did not open.

mation, that turnout over-
all among the estimated
14 million eligible Iraqi
voters appeared higher
than the 57 percent, or
roughly 8 million, that
had been predicted before
the vote. It would be some
time before any precise
turnout figure was con-

"Most of all, we need an
IRAQ

Continued from Page 1A

The election will almost
certainly bring to power
the country's long-sup-
pressed Shiite Muslims,
who make up 60 percent
of Iraq's population, _ :
boosting the group's influ- {irmed, they said. ,
ence and worrying neigh- Not even the country's

boring countries with frequent power outages
Sunni majorities. could stop the electoral

Iraqi interim Prime Process, the first free vote
Minister Ayad Allawi IR 2 half-century. In the

addressed those concerns Shiit? holy city of Najaf,
by saying he would "begin eleqtlon workers began
a national dialogue to their task crouched on
guarantee that the voices }he g{)oung, coimtmgf ba.li
of all Iraqis are present in 10tS Dby the glow of ol

the coming government,”  lamps. :
In his first news confer- _voters were delighted.

ence since the election, he 'Now Ifeel that Saddam is
called on Iraqis to work really gone,” said Fatima

together 'toward peace, lbrahim, smiling as she
sa%/ing: "The terrI:)rists headed home after voting

now know that they can- in Irbil, in the Kurdish
not win." northern region. She was

"We are entering a new 14 and a bride of Just
era of our history and all ;hreg n(lionthfs l‘:’hen he(li'
Iraqis — whether they Dusband, father —an
voted or not — should prother were rounded up
stand side by side to build 1N @ campaign of ethnic
their future,” he said, cleans_mg under Saddam
adding: "Now is a suitable Hussein. None have ever

time for us to work bDeen found. .
together so that the whole It was still unclear if the

world can watch the capa- Successful vote would
bilities of this great coun- deal a significant blow to
the insurgents, or lead to

try." g 3 )
g‘inal results of 2 short-term rise in vio-
Sunday's election aren't lence. The militants
might need time to

expected for days, but the
country is already focus-

ing on goals almost as
challenging as the elec- the weeks before the vote.

tion itself: forming a new  The election was hailed

governing coalition, then @S @ success around the

iti stitutionand 8lobe, with President
yvfrlltnlilr%gatg‘?xrslt. Bush declaring: "The

The electoral commis- WOrld is hearing the voice
sion said it believed, of freedom from the cen-

based on anecdotal infor- ter of the Middle East.”

regroup after the spate of
attacks they launched in

%
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Australian Foreign
Minister Alexander
Downer said Iraqis

showed "the courage to

stand up to (violence) and
we should support them."

In Europe, both oppo-
nents and supporters of
the Iraq war came togeth-
er to praise the election,
and the European Union's
foreign policy chief said
the milestone would pay
off with more aid.

"They are going to find
the support of the
European Union, no
doubt about that, in order
to see this process move
on in the right direction,"
Javier Solana told The
Associated Press.

Some cautioned that it
was too early to declare
the election a total suc-
cess. New Zealand
Foreign Minister Phil
Goff said a low Sunni
turnout could still impact
the new government's
ability to bring the frail
nation under its.control.

"Ways must be found to
involve Sunnis in the
drafting of the constitu-
tion, which will define
power among Iraq's dis-
parate groups, and to give
them a stake in the new
government," he said.

Sunday's historic elec-
tion came only seven
months after Iraq's inter-
im government took over
from a U.S.-led coalition,
and less than two years
after Saddam's ouster.

The 275-member
National Assembly, elect-
ed for an 11-month term,
will draft a permanent
constitution, and if the
document is approved,
Iraqis will vote for a per-

manent government in
December. If the docu-
ment is rejected, Iraqis
will repeat the whole
process again.

Iraq's interior minister,
Falah al-Naqib, . said
Monday that insurgents

used a handicapped child

for one of Sunday's sui-
cide bombings. He added
that a total of 38 attacks
were carried out against
polling stations across the
country.

No official cause for the
plane crash was given.

British officials told The
Associated Press that
between nine and 15 peo-
ple were Kkilled, with the
toll likely to be around 10.
Among the dead was the
first Australian service-
man Kkilled on military
duty in Iraq: flight Lt.
Paul Pardoel, 35, a father
of three with joint British
and Australian citizen-
ship.

In an Internet state-
ment, the Iraqi militant
group Ansar al-Islam
claimed responsibility for
downing the aircraft.

The ticket endorsed by

the Shiite Grand
Ayatollah Ali -al-Sistani
was the pre-voting
favorite, while Allawi's
slate was also considered
strong. Once results are
in, it could take weeks of
backroom deals before a
prime minister and gov-
ernment are picked by the
new assembly.

‘If that government can
draw in the minority
Sunni Arabs who partly
shunned the election, the
country could stabilize,
allowing 150,000 U.S.

troops to head home.

©
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With the polls barely

closed, international
debate
turned to just that issue.
On Monday, Senate
Democratic Leader Harry
Reid plans to call on Bush
to outline an exit strategy
for Iraq. And Downer said
his country will keep
troops only if the coun-
try's newly elected gov-
ernment wants them.
Iraq's interior minister,
Falah al-Naqib, told
Britain's Channel 4 News
he expected there would
be no need for U.S. troops
any longer than 18
months because that's
when he anticipates Iraq's
security forces will be
trained well enough to

p.“OKNEY Ty,
Rick Hamby

immediately

handle the job them-
selves. Allawi said recent-
ly that it was premature
to know when Iraqi
troops would be ready.

And in comments to
CBS' "Face The Nation,"
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice would
not say whether U.S.
forces would leave the
country in great numbers

-now that the vote is com-

plete.
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to-petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT
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Opinions expressed on this page are those of the. Editoral Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated

Susanne Reed
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John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

OuR VIEWS

‘Be Prepared’
to help Scouts
feed the needy

Your local Boy Scouts are asking vou to “Be
Prepared” this Saturday when theyv hold their
annual Good Turn for America Food Drive and
you can prepare for it this week by getting a few
non-perishable food items together.

To help you Scouts are delivering bags to
homes throughout the community. But those
bags aren’t the important thing. Even if your the
Scouts somehow miss dropping by a bag, vou can

still take part by using anyv bac. box or sack
What lS im[)(')l‘tinn '\ vy 1.\“{ ' Pyt —
Eaeh year. o« S ”

pounds of food to et o R
munity. It's an bportant e i L Cpie e
can all be proud of. It helps teach these young
men responsibility to others and reminds us
there are many others out there much worse off
financially than we are.

So we are asking that vou take the time to gath-
er together cans, bags or boxces of tood  anvthing
that won’t spoil will be acceptable Then on
Saturday morning. places vour hagz g hox tull of
food on your doorstep or in a visible place out-
side your home.

If you forget to place the hao onrsido or vould
rather not do that. then brine oo Losariiomn
point, which will be set ap o the s L e of
the Wal-Mart Supercenter.

So, “Be Prepared.” Be propored o help our
Scouts and those who are i{ess tortunate than
yourself.
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A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson
May we pray on and live.on for You, Lord.

Arrien '

‘ger airliners are
“highly vulnerable to

Look how we’re spending our dollars

he man on the nightly
news is telling me that the
Bush administration is
" asking Congress for an
additional $80 billion in “emer-
gency” spending, most of which
will go to fight the war in Iraq.

This means a war
that has been costing
us about $1 billion
per week will cost
even more, with no
end in sight.

Several stories
later, the man on the
news tells me that
while all U.S. passen-

terrorist attack in
this country by
shoulder-fired mis-
siles, the cost of
installing an anti-missile system
on our airliners is “prohibitively”
expensive.

According to a Rand Corp. study,
installing anti-missile technology
on U.S. passenger airliners would
cost $11 billion and about $2.1 bil-
lion peér year to maintain. So,
obviously, we can’t afford it.

The man on the nightly news

.does not link these stories. But I

think we should:

For the cost of about four
months of the Iraq war, we could
start to protect every flyer in
America from missile attack. (No
anti-missile system is perfect,

d'—_._ T —

=
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obviously. But it would be better
than nothing, which is what we
have now.)

But we can'’t afford to spend the
money at home, because we’ve got
to spend the money in Iraq on
what even the Bush administra-
tion admits was a mistaken war
(i.e., we thought Saddam Hussein
had massive stockpiles of weapons
of mass destruction and was an
imminent threat to use them,
which was not true.)

Another mistake was the belief
we could pay for the war, the
occupation and the rebuilding of
Iraq through Iraqi oil revenues.
This has turned out to be an illu-
sion.

And, hey, remember how we
were going to get a whole bunch
of “allies” to help out in Iraq by
sending both troops and money?
This turned out to be an illusion
also.

The U.S. taxpayer:is footing the
bill for Iraq and will continue to
do so.

Why is it costing so much?

A “senior administration offi-
cial” told reporters, “There is no
question that (the insurgents),
with relatively small expenditures,
are proving themselves to be able
to force us into much larger ones.”

Can anybody say: Vietnam?

This is a very chilling statement.
It means that the insurgents —
who lack the air power, armored
vehicles, artillery, laser-guided

|

weapons, electronic surveillance,
etc., etc., that we have — have

- considerable power over us.

Through “relatively small expendi-
tures,” they can force the United -
States to spend billions and bil-
lions.

Want one example? Out of the
$80 billion in new spending that
President Bush is asking for, $1
billion will go to detect roadside
bombs.

The roadside bombs cost the
insurgents virtually nothing. Most
were stolen from huge arms
depots that U.S. troops — who
were spread very thin — failed to
guard after our invasion of Iraq.

So for those keeping score, the

~ insurgents, who show no signs of

giving up anytime soon, are forc-
ing the United States to spend bil-
lions abroad that we should be
spending at home. :

Does this make sense to any-
body?

Of course we have to protect our
troops. But one way of protecting
them is to force the Iraqis to take
responsibility for fighting for their
own country so our troops can
return to theirs.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at wwuw.cre-
ators.com.
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at went wrong? It’s

the question spurned
lovers and political
parties must ask when
‘ve lost their prize. And how
fo vo on? Last weekend,
Democrats convened in
Sacramento, Calif., to begin to
an<wer that question
at o forum with the
seven candidates to
serve as the next
chairman of the
Democratic National
Committee.
Nid they care too
much or not enough?
For this go-round, the

loss is an especially DEBRA
bitter pill for many SAUNDERS
activists because they
went down under the
leadership of a man, am——

who voted in support of a war
they despised.

It's hard to lose. It’s really a
killer when you lose after selling
out. Hence, the heavy support for
Howard Dean in a room filled
with Western Dems, in the neigh-
borhood of Moveon.org.

The big divide in this race is
between realists and idealists, cen-
trists versus leftists, or, if you
will, those who think the party is
too liberal and those who think
the party isn’t liberal enough.
(Except they don’t use the L-
word.) ‘

Former U.S. Rep. Tim Roemer .of
Indiana, who is anti-abortion, for-
mer U.S. Rep. Martin Frost of
Texas, Donnie Fowler, son of a
former DNC chair, and Simon
Rosenberg of the New Democrat
Network all walked on the centrist
side. Dean, former Denver Mayor
Wellington Webb and former Ohio
Democratic Chairman David
Leland advocated for a more left-
leaning DNC. (Leland, for exam-
ple, complained that there are “too
many primaries.” He preferred

M

more caucuses filled with activists
to pick Democratic nominees.)

After the forum, I shared a taxi
to the train station with three Bay
Area activists, all Deaniacs. I
couldn’t disagree with them more
on the issues — one actually was
angry at Sen. John Kerry for con-
ceding Ohio. But at least they had
deeply held beliefs, and they had
every right to be angry that their
party lost the White House with-
out a real debate on the war in
Iraq.

If the Democrats had nominated
an anti-war candidate, at least
there would have been a debate on
the war, instead of the niggling
Kerry distinctions about how
Bush waged the war.

The odd thing, I mention to
them: I heard the word “Iraq” only
once — spoken by Roemer — dur-
ing the DNC forum. The candi-
dates did mention Iraq during a
breakfast meeting, they said.
California Democratic Party bad
boy Bob Mulholland noted that
Iraq wasn'’t the focus because the
race for chairman is about who
can run the trains on time, not
ideology.

In that spirit, sort of, there were
two words I heard a lot during the
forum: The real enemy is not Iraqi
insurgents but Karl Rove, the GOP
bogeyman. Rove, damn him, sold
the Bush agenda to 51 percent of
the electorate.

It's funny how the Democrats
denounced the GOP evil genius, as
they suggested that they could be
Rove but better. So they treated
issues as if issues were packaging,
not ideas with consequences.
Rosenberg noted the party’s need
to “revitalize our message.”

Hence, the de-emphasis on Iraq.

Sacramento-based Democratic
strategist Roger Salazar supports
Fowler because he believes the
party has to move to the center.
“You have to have a broader

, e
do we do after the love is gone

appeal than just the base.” he
said. And: “The sooner we sober
up, the sooner we'll take back con-

~trol of 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.”

The rub: It was that thinking
that prompted Democrats to nomi-
nate John Kerry, who voted for a
war most Democrats opposed and
went on to lose the general elec-
tion.

Political consultant Katie Merrill
warned that it is a mistake for
observers to judge the race for
chairman based on the reaction of
activists. Only 65 DNC members
in the room, and some 440 nation-
ally, will vote for the chairman on
Feb. 12. The DNC members will be
looking for a solid nuts-and-bolts
chairman. ;

She added that while California
might lean heavily toward Dean.
Democrats in the South and
Midwest want Anyone But Dean.
And that A.B.D.-push, I think, is
about issues and message.

The two most prominent Beat-
Dean Dems are Fowler and Frost.
Fowler summed up the A.B.D.

argument when he told the
Associated Press, “Dean had the
oranges, but he couldn’t mak
orange juice.” ‘

What does that even mean?

The real question is: Does it mat-
ter if you win, if you lose what
you stand for? No candidate really
addressed the delicate balance
involved in making orange juice
that appeals to a lot of people and
with real oranges. To the extent
that this is not a contest of ideas,
it doesn’t matter who wins.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
Jfind out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read featukes by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Facing a foe that breaks bones

By SHERRY JACOBSON

. The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS fh
Osteoporosis affects the
everyday lives of millions
of Americans, sometimes
long before they reach the
age when bone thinning
typically appears. To fight
it, many people are mak-
ing daily changes in their
diets and exercise rou-
tines, as well as taking
medication to try to
restore their bone densi-
ty. Here are four of those
stories.

JAN DELIPSEY

Despite no family histo-
ry of osteoporosis, Jan
Delipsey is extremely
wary of the disease.

“Some of the women in
my family are so heavy
that it may have aved
off their osteoporosis
problems,” reasons the 51-
year-old Dallas psycholo-
gist. In fact, studies have
shown that overweight
women tend to maintain
stronger bone density,
although they also may
suffer cardiovascular con-
sequences, including high
blood pressure and high
cholesterol.

Delipsey has always
been healthy but her size
- 5 foot 2 and 115 pounds -
made her a likely candi-
date for bone thinning.
And she was right to be
worried.

Eighteen months ago, a
bone scan showed that
she was losing significant
bone mass - 18 percent of
her hip bones and 6 per-
cent of her spine - despite
a healthy diet and regular
exercise. The loss placed
her among the estimated
34 million Americans who
have osteopenia, a term
that describes bones that
are less dense, more frag-
ile and more prone to
fracture, even with a
small amount of trauma.
People with osteopenia

are at risk for getting .

osteoporosis.

So Delipsey decided she
needed to do more than
regular aerobic workouts,
skiing in the winter, bike-
riding in the summer and
taking care of a barnful of
horses on the weekends.
Nine months™ ago, she
hired. a personal trainer
at Baylor's Tom Landry
Fitness Center and moved
into the weight room.
With supervision, she
began working with free
weights and  weight
machines, hoping not
only to build muscles but
also to regain bone mass
little by little.

“It’s work,” she says of
the two-hour regimen that
starts her day two or
three times a week. “I see
older women exercising
with weights but  not
working at it hard. I'm
‘doing bicep curls with 40-
pound barbells. I have a

lot more energy after my

workout.”

She also takes a weekly
dose of Fosamax, a drug
that can rebuild bone
mass. And she’s paying
more attention to her cal-
cium consumption, she
says, by drinking milk
and eating low-fat cheese.

“I used to be afraid of
those things,” she laughs.

Gale’s Sweet Shoppe

Now Serving sandwiches Oon
saturday 11 am - 2350 pm
Hrs. Mon-Fri., 8 am - 5 pm
Sat,8am-3pm '
1200 E. 4th St. 263-2253

KRT photo/Lara Solt, Dallas Morning News

Billie Carol Seely, 54, of Lorena does hydraulic resistance training three to four times a
week at a gym in Waco. Seely, who was diagnosed with osteoporosis in 1987, also does
stretching, walking and takes medication to help rebuild her bones.

BILLIE CAROL SEELY

Billie Carol Seely
learned that she had the
ribs of a 50-year-old
woman when she had a
chest X-ray 20 years ago.
Trouble was, she was
only 35 at the time.

“My ribs were extreme-
ly thin,” she recalls.
“Something was going
wrong with my body, but
my doctor couldn’t figure
out what was causing it.”

She was suffering from
an early case "of osteo-
porosis, which normally
doesn’t strike until after
menopause. Seely said
she also was surprised to
learn from a bone special-

ist at the University of

Texas Southwestern
Medical Center at Dallas
that women like her
Petite with thinly boned
frames - were at greatest
risk of developing osteo-
porosis.

White and Asian women

also have a higher risk of

developing osteoporosis
because of a difference in
their bone mass and den-
sity. And women with a
family . history of osteo-
porosis are more likely to
develop thinning bones.

“I fit all those categories
but wasn’'t aware of it,”
says Seely, who has
always been small. Now
54, she weighs 87 pounds
and stands 4 foot 9.

After her diagnosis,
Seely learned that her
grandmother suffers from

.osteoporosis. And -if that

combination of risk fac-
tors weren’t enough, she
found that her food pref-
erences limited her
intake of calcium, a criti-
cal ingredient for healthy
bones.

“I never drank a lot of

milk as I was growing
up,” she confides. “By the
time I got to college, I pre-
ferred coffee and caffeine.
I just didn’t expect to pay
this price for it.”

So the retired teacher
changed her life by incor-

202 Seutr' 267-6278

NEWPRODUCT DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR
Presented by
AMARILLO INVENTOR'S ASSOCIATION
NOW THAT 1 HAVE AN IDEA WHAT DO 1 DO?
BUSINESS PLANNING & FINANCING
Sponsored by
WTAMU SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CENTER/PRPC/AEDC
AMARILLO CIVIC CENTER
MARCH 12,2005 9:00-3:00
Registration Information (806) 372-5151

www.amarilloinventors.org

porating calcium-rich
vegetables into her -diet,
by exercising more to
make her bones stronger
and by becoming a stead-
fast milk drinker.

"I never miss my three
glasses of milk -every
day,” says Seely, who
moved from Plano to
Waco in 2003.

To stem bone loss, she
also takes 1,200 to 1,500
units of. calcium supple-
ments  dailw and to
rebuild her bones she
takes Actonel, a prescrip-
tion drug also known by
the generic name, rise-
dronate, that has been
shown to increase spinal
bone density by 8 percent
to 10 percent after three
years of therapy.

“I'm still very low on
the density scale for a
woman .my age,” Seely
says of her bones. “But
I've seen that you can get
some of it back.”

What keeps her going is
her fear of someday being
debilitated by bones that
break easily, she says. “I
am so afraid of ending up
in a wheelchair. That's
what motivates me every
day.”

JACK BRYAN

When he was in his 40s,
Jack Bryan had to choose
between . being able to
breathe and having
strong bones.

my E. Reese
DIDISO’ Plc-
432-267-410

Of course, he picked
breathing, which meant
he was forced to take
steroid medication for a
chronic lung condition.
One well-known side
effect of using such drugs
is brittle bones that are
prone to fractures.

“I was on the steroid for
six or seven years before
it became a major prob-
lem,” he recalls. “Then I
had about a dozen rib
fractures in the 1970s, a
broken forearm and a
fractured collarbone.
Somehow, I managed to
live a relatively normal
life.”

By the time other drugs
were developed to ease
his breathing, Bryan had
joined the relatively small
group of men with osteo-
porosis. Males make up
about 20 percent of those
who suffer severe bone
thinning. However, the
condition usually strikes
men after age 70, and as a
result of aging.

.But about half of the
men who develop osteo-
porosis have a secondary
cause such as the.use of
certain medications that
bring about low bone den-
sity.- The meds include
corticosteroids, anticon-
vulsants, excessive thy-
roid medication and cer-
tain diuretics, blood thin-
ners and hormone
inhibitors.
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7O APPLY ACRYLIC COMPOSITE SIOING

5 homeowners in this general area will be
given the opportunity of having
TOWNHALL

ACRYLIC COMPOSITE SIDING

applied to their home with decorative trim at a very low
cost. This amazing new product has captured the inter-
est of homeowners throughout the United States who are
fed up with constant painting and maintenance costs.
Backed with fade and lifetime material warranty, and
providing full insulation, summer and winter, this
product can be installed on every type of home. It comes
in a choice of colors and is now being offered to the local
market. Your home can be a showplace in your vicinity.
We will make it worth your while if we can use your

Financing Avallable WAC
“Offer Limited - CALL NOW!”

S HOMES

insulated Windows
Also Avallable

For an appointment, please call toll free:
1-888-540-0334
Nationwide Builders

3 Generations of Experience

even rebuild his

moved

By the late 1980s, Bryan
sought the help of osteo-
porosis specialists at UT
Southwestern to try to
stop the fractures and
bone
He daily

mass. takes

doses of calcium with a

slow-release fluoride drug
that helps him assimilate
it. For exercise, the 77-
year-old walks a'mile or
two most days and bikes.

It did not bother him
that he was one of the few
men involved in clinical
trials, says the retired

engineer, who still works

part-time as a patent
agent. He and his wife
recently from
Murphy, Texas, to
Inglewood, Fla.

His drug regimen
stopped the fractures but
did not reverse his lost
height.

“I've lost about 3 1/2
inches in height;” he
says. “It's such an insidi
ous thing, but it could be
a. normal part of aging.
too. I've just had to learn
to accept it."”

BONNIE SLOVER

To look at Bonnie
Slover, it isn't obvious
that she suffers from
osteoporosis. She is
slightly stooped now that
she is 85. And she has lost
a few inches in height, a
fact that is apparent only
to those who know her
well.

“I was 5 foot 3 at my
tallest,” says the Euless.
Texas, homemaker. “And
I'm a little over 5 tobt
now.”

When her bone-thinning
condition was diagnosed
12 years ago, Slover decid-
ed that it was not going to

“hood,
.about falling and that no

s:0ow her down. That atti-
tude may be the reason
she's doing 8o well today.

Three times a . week,
Slover takes part in vigor-
ous exercise classes at the
YMCA that help strength-
en her bones. Often, she
and the other elderly par-
ticipants are seated on the
edge of their chairs while
they pump their arms in
the air, rotate their limbs
and even march in place.

“] can do up to 15 min-
utes on the treadmill,
t00,” she says. "l used to
walk in° my neighbor-
but I was worried

one would notice me.”

Although half the
women over age 80 in the
United States suffer from
osteoporosis, Slover had-
n't sutfered the obvious
signs of the condition,
which often starts with a
fracture of some Kind.

In fact, it was just a nag-
ging backache that sent
Slover to the doctor in the
early 1990s. A subsequent
bone density test revealed
she had a classic sign of
osteoporosis: Her verte-
brae were becoming.com-
pressed. -

Her doctor prescribed
daily doses of Citracal, a

form of calcium. and she
eats calcium-rich foods
that seem to' have

stemmed her bone loss.
Recent tests indicate that
her bones have become
denser, she says.

“I take my calcium. my
iron and do my exercises.
just ~ like the doctor
ordered.” Slover says.
“And [ top it off with a
glass of buttermilk everv' ~
day. 1 like it *wttm than
regular milk.’ -
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Good
news!

Betty Lee, right, Paul Smith and Patricia Smith are
sworn in to the Emergency Services Chaplains
Corps by Mayor Russ McEwen (not pictured) during
Tuesday night's Big Spring City Council meeting.
The trio will serve as support staff for the program.

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

TEXAS NEWS BRIEFS

SBC to acquire AT&T for $16 billion

DALLAS (AP) — SBC Communications Inc. has
agreed to buy former parent AT&T Corp. for $16 bil-
lion, creating one of the nation's largest communica-
tions companies and ending the independent run of a
firm whose roots stretch back to the telephone's inven-
tion.

The decision followed late-night meetings by direc-
tors of SBC, the nation's second-biggest regional phone
company, and the 120-year-old icon AT&T, which gave
birth to SBC when its monopoly was broken up in
1984.

SBC spokesman Larry Solomon said documents in
the acquisition were signed early Monday after
AT&T's board of directors approved the deal. Board
members of SBC approved the transaction on Sunday
evening.

The acquisition is still subject to regulatory and
shareholder approvals. The acquisition was expected
to close by the first half of 2006.

San Antonio-based SBC has about 50 million local-
telephone customers, mostly in the Midwest and
South. It also is a 60 percent owner of Cingular
Wireless, which serves more than 46 milfion wireless
customers, ; :

A

Faith-based groups oppose immigration bill

WASHINGTON (AP) — Several faith-based groups
oppose a Republican-sponsored immigration and bor-
der security bill that could move quickly through the
House with a spending package for the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The groups say the bill sponsored by House
Judiciary Committee Chairman James Sensenbrenner
proposes asylum law changes that would hurt refugees
fleeing religious persecution and should be debated in
full committee hearings.

But Sensenbrenner, a Wisconsin Republican, says
the changes will prevent would-be terrorists from slip-
ping into the country by abusing the asylum system.

The changes are tucked into a bill that seeks to pre-

vent illegal immigrants from getting drivers' licenses
and to complete a fence on the California-Mexico bor-
der.

"We support effective immigration enforcement and
measures to increase our national security,” said
Gidéon Aronoff, vice president of government rela-
tions and policy at the New York-based Hebrew
Immigrant Aid Society. But Sensenbrenner's asylum
proposals "would inflict serious hardship on victims of

persecution, torture and trauma who rightly look to -

the U.S. as a beacon of hope," Aronoff said.

Road-rage shooter kills boy in Dallas
DALLAS (AP) — Police continued to search for a
gunman Monday after a suspected road-rage shooting

~ that left a 14-year-old boy dead and his stepfather

wounded. ;

The shooting happened about 2 p.m. Sunday in a
shopping center parking lot in the Oak Cliff section of
Dallas, about 3 miles west of downtown, police said.

Ruben Juarez, 14, was Kkilled. His stepfather, Gilbert
Garza, 25, was treated at Methodist Dallas Medical
Center and later released. A 14-year-old friend of
Ruben's was also in the family's sport-utility vehicle
but was not injured.

Witnesses said the two vehicles were traveling in
opposite directions when they nearly collided. Garza
told Dallas-Fort Worth television station KDFW that
he honked at the car, and the other driver honked
back. .

Dallas police Sgt. Gary Kirkpatrick said the gunman
got out, pulled a rifle out of his car and fired a single
shot. The bullet went through the driver's-side win-
dow, hit Garza, then struck Ruben.

Delta ending 30 years of DFW hub operations

GRAPEVINE (AP) — Two dozen gates at Dallas-Fort
Worth International Airport are up for grabs with
financially troubled Delta Air Lines shutting down one
of its four airport hubs.

The Atlanta-based carrier on Monday was to end
three decades of hub operations at the North Texas air-
port, leaving a dramatically reduced number of flights
at DFW. The move also meant elimination of about

3,600 jobs at Delta and its regional affiliate.

Delta was reducing its DFW Airport schedule from
250‘daily flights to 66 cities to 21 daily departures
going to its three remaining hubs in Atlanta;
Cincinnati and Salt Lake City. -

The airline, which formerly served almost 30 percent
of all DFW traffic, flew just 16 percent as of last sum-
mer. The reduced schedule means Delta will have
about three percent of DFW's traftie. ,

Passengers traveling through DFW will have fewer
nonstop choices, but air fares should remain competi-
tive.

Delta has been a DFW tenant since the airport
opened in 1974, but traffic has dwindled since the air-
line announced last year that it was abandoning 24
gates. Security employees in DFW's Terminal E have
outnumbered passengers in many areas.

"I always connect through their hubs, so I'll still fly
Delta," said Scott Chamberlin, a Dallas-based engineer

who has been a Delta customer for nearly 20 years, as -

he breezed through security. "Their service has always
been head-and-shoulders above anyone else."
The airline will keep only four gates at DFW. Delta

had leased the gates through the end of 2009. But,’

instead of forcing Delta to make good on the future

_rent payments, the airport said earlier this month that
it would reimburse Delta for costs of physical improve-

ments it made at Terminal E. .

Airport officials will pay Delta $7 million for the 24
gates that the troubled carrier is abandoning and will
offer other airlines a year's rent free and up to $22 mil-
lion in aid to take Delta's place.

The airline's withdrawal means loss of nonstop ser-
vice from DFW Airport to 17 cities, including
Lexington, Ky., and Savannah, Ga. ‘

Reductions by Delta will cost the airport an estimat-
ed $35 million in the current fiscal year from lost rent,
landing fees and concession dollars. Later, the impact
was expected to rise to $50 million in annual revenue.
- However, Kevin Cox, DFW chief operating officer,
said that loss will be offset by new revenue from sched-
ule expansion by American Airlines.

Fort Worth-based American is adding as many as 115
daily flights this year over 2004 to soak up the traffic
ceded by Delta.

TOPS

Continued from Page 1A

lion), and Wesport Oil
and Gas LP ($15.17 mil-
lion). . _
The top taxpayers
among the major county
taxing entities, with total
taxable value, are:
HOWARD COUNTY —
"Alon USA ($71 million);
Crownquest Operating
LLC ($40.5 million); and
ConocoPhillips Co. ($32

>
r’d

&

T
7

million). _

CITY OF BIG SPRING
— Western Container
Corp. ($28.33 million);
Scenic Mountain Medical
Center ($10 million); and
Oncor Electric Delivery
Co. ($9.3 million).

CITY OF COAHOMA
— Van Well Service Inc.
($866,190); First Bank’ of
West Texas ($541,579); and
Wes-Tex Telephone Co-op
($477,370). '

CITY OF FORSAN —
Key Energy-Permian
Basin ($869,350); Robert C.

Wash Inc. ($190,966); and
Jeff Kester ($122,250).

HOWARD COLLEGE
— Alon USA ($71 million);
Crownquest Operating
LLC ($40.5 million); and
ConocoPhillips Co. ($32
million).

BIG SPRING ISD —
Alon USA ($77.9 million);
Western Container .Corp.
($28:3 "million); and
Crownquest Operating
LLC ($22.39 million).

COAHOMA ISD —
Anadarko’ Petroleum
Corp. ($18.9 million);

Crownquest  Operating
LLC ($16.34 million); and
Walsh & Watts (9.46 mil-
lion).

FORSAN ISD —
ConocoPhillips Co. ($31.85
million); Aethon 1 LP
($30.8 million); and
Westport Oil & Gas LP
($15.17 million).

Keith Toomire, the
county’s chief tax
appraiser, said taxable
values may vary accord-
ing to whether a taxpayer
receives an abatement
from the institutions.

REBATES

Continued from Page 1A

Monahans received
$71,841.22, a 12.53 percent
increase when compared
to January 2004’s rebates
of $65,537.91.

Odessa noted an 11.3
percent increase, compar-
ing January 2005 num-
bers of $1,123,639.72 to
January 2004 numbers of
$1,009,522.88.

Pecos witnessed a whop-

ping 21.56° percent
increase, comparing the
$63,727.20 for January of
this year to the $52,422.86
a year ago.

San Angelo received
$1,125,609.23 this month,
5.91 percent above the
$1,062,791.09 it received in
January 2004.

Snyder had a large
decrease in rebates this
month. The community
received $115,033.48, down
15.64 percent compared to
the $136,361.15 it took in a
year ago. ;
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
Ext. 237. Email results to:

sports@bigspringherald.com
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qualifying 'spot at region-

Hughey, Pike lead swimmers at District 4-4A

+ Girls dominate
200 IM as four move
onto regional meet

By TROY HYDE
Sports Editor
ABILENE — Senior
Jessica Hughey and

junior Daniel Pike took
home a combined three
first and
one second
place fin- |
ish during
individual
competi-
t i on
Saturday at §
the District g
4-4A swim
meet in
Abilene on
the campus
0 f
McMurray
University.

Hughey
placed first
in both the
200 yard
freestyle PIKE
and 100 yard breastroke.
Her times in the events
were 2:10.31 and 1:14.42,
respectively. Pike won
the 500 yard freestyle
event in 5:30.44 and took
home second in the 200
yard freestyle with a time
of 1:58.01. Both swimmers
will
Region 1-4A Regional
meet in Lubbock Feb. 10-
12.

The 200 yard Individual
Medley (IM) was dominat-
ed by the Big Spring girl’s
team as four swimmers
qualified for regionals in
the event. Freshman
Lauren Sage took second
in the IM with a time of
2:32.08 and senior Kendra
Weeks finished just
behind her in third.
Sophomore Amber
Sleight and freshman
Stormy Hart also finished
in the top-six to earn a

HUGHEY

advance to the:

als. -

Sage will also swim at
regionals in the 100 yard
butterfly event after she
took third place at dis-
tricts with a time of
1:12.40.

Sophomore Ryan
Hughey also finished well
in the 200 IM, He took
third overall with a time
of 2:17.10. He also quali-
fied for regionals in the
100 yard breastroke as he
finished in sixth with a
time of 1:11. 35.

Seniors Scott Thomas
and Todd Seber and
sophomore Bradley
Foster also advanced to
regionals in the boys indi-
vidual portion. Thomas
third in the 500 yard
freestyle and fifth in the
200 yard freestyle, while
Foster advanced in the

'100 yard butterfly after

placing sixth and finish-
ing in 1:13.11. Seber fin-
ished fourth in the one
meter boy’s diving compe-
tition.

The final girl to qualify
in an “individual event
was sophomore Tawna
Mills. Mills took fifth in

the 500 yard freestyle-

with a time of 6:56.27.

Several other competi-
tors "participated
Saturday, but didn’t qual-
ify for regionals.

Weeks, Sleight and Hart
all performed in the 100
yard breastroke.

Sleight missed qualify-
ing by one spot as she
took seventh, while
Weeks came in eighth.
Hart finished 11th overall.

Foster and Mills each
participated, but failed to
qualify in another event.
Foster placed eighth in
the 100 yard backstroke,

while Mills captured
ninth in the 200 yard
freestyle.

-Seniors Meagan

HERALD photo/Jroy Hyde

Big Spring freshman Lauren Sage swims in an event last October at the Big Spring
Invitational. Sage qualified for regionals in two events Saturday at the District 44A meet
in Abilene. She captured second place in the 200 yard Individual Medley (IM) and finished
third in the 100 yard butterfly with a time of 1:12.40. The Region 1-4A meet is scheduled
for Feb. 10-12 in Lubbock at Texas Tech University.

Matthews, Sloan Diaz and
Randy Yanez all partici-
pated in two events, but
failed to qualify.
Matthews took eighth and
10th in her two events,
while Diaz finished
eighth and 14th. b

Yanez captured a sev-
enth place finish in the
100 yard butterfly and
also finished in 10th in
the 100 yard breastroke.

Freshmen Antonette
Tubera and Ashley Oliver
each just missed qualify-
ing for regionals.

Tubera placed seventh

‘in the 500 yard freestyle

and 11th in the 200 yard
freestyle, while Oliver
came in seventh in the
100 yard breastroke and
eighth in the 200 yard
freestyle.

Big Spring also sent six
relay teams to the region-
al meet next month.

The girl’s 200 freestyle
‘A’ relay and 200 yard
medley ‘A’ relay each fin-

KRT photo/Corinne Dubreull, Cameleon via Abaca Press
Marat Safin attempts to send the ball across the net during his semifinal match with Roger
Federer last week. The fourth-seeded Safin won his first-ever Australian Open title Sunday
after defeating No. 3 seed Lh“ton Hewitt in the championship match. Safin lost to Federer
in last year's final.

Jayhawks put hurtin’ on 'Horns

By DOUG TUCKER

AP Sports Writer
LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP)
— Kansas’ best game of
the season turned out to
be Rick Barnes’ worst Big
12 loss ever.
With a

smothering

defense and 27 points.

from Wayne Simien, No. 6
Kansas romped past No.
16 Texas 90-65 Saturday
night, handing Barnes his
most lopsided setback in
a conference game in
seven years as the
Longhorns’ head coach.
“Those are the best two
halves we’ve put together
all year, by far,” said
Aaron Miles, Kansas
senior point guard.
“Offensively, we shared
the ball and executed,”
.said Miles, the Big 12's
career assists leader.
“Defensively, we played

great team defense. We
made them take tough
shots. That’s the key.”

The 16th-ranked
Longhorns (15-5, 4-3),
down to eight scholar-
ships players because of
injuries and academic
problems, were never in
it, falling to 0-5 in Allen
Fieldhouse since the Big
12 was formed in 1996.
They committed a season-
high 20 turnovers.

“They were good,”
Barnes said. “We really
didn’t give ourselves a
chance. In the first half
they had 14 points off our
turnovers.”

Keith Langford had 17
points and Miles had 10
points and eight assists
for the Jayhawks (16-1, 6-
0), who took over the Big
12 lead with the surpris-
ingly one-sided romp over

a team that beat them
twice last season.

Keyed by Jeff Hawkins’
3-pointer at the buzzer,
the Jayhawks closed the
first half on a 14-4 run,
taking a 43-28 lead.

Determined to keep the
momentum, they came
out firing in the second
half and quickly built the
lead to 21 points.

“That’'s what ‘we were
thinking,” Miles said.
“There have been games
this year where we'd be
up by 15 points and then
we'd let a team back in.
We can’'t be like that.
Good teams like Texas
can get back in the game,
so you have to put your
foot on their throat and
not let them back.”

Jason Klotz and Kenton
Paulino each ‘had 12 for
the Longhorns.

ished third overall, while
the 400 yard freestyle ‘A’
relay took fifth.

The boys’ best relay fin-
ish was its 400 yard
freestyle ‘A’ relay team
which took second overall
in 3:42.21.

The boy’s ‘A’ relay
teams also took fourth in
the 200 yard freestyle and

S ; HERALD photo/Troy Hyde
Big Spring sophomore Amber Sleight competes in an event
- during the Big Spring Invitational last October. Sleight com-
peted at the District 44A meet in Abilene Saturday and
advanced to regionals in the 200 yard Individual Mediey.

captured fifth in the 200
yard medley relay.

The regional meet will
take place at Texas Tech
in Lubbock next month.

Big Spring's district
rival Pecos captured the
team titles in both the
boy’s and girl’s divisions.
Abilene Wylie's girl’s
team took second overall.

Safin comes from
behind, takes title
at Australian Open

« Aussie favorite, No. 3 seeded Hewitt falls

'By PAUL ALEXANDER

Associated Press Writer

MELBOURNE,
Australia (AP) — Marat
Safin just needed a little
time to get loosened up
against Lleyton Hewitt in
the Australian Open
final.

And once he overcame a
terrible start and put his
game on track, Safin
proved unstpppable, win-
ning in four sets Sunday
night and deéflating a
crowd hungering for an
Australian to win this
event.

Safin won his second
Grand Slam title, and his
first in five years, with a
1-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4 victory
that helped make up for
two finals losses in the
Russian’s last three
appearances on
Melbourne Park’s hard
courts.

“It’s -really difficult to
believe it,” Safin said,
looking at the winner’s
trophy. “You need to get
to your room, sit down
and believe this is yours.”

Hewitt was trying to
become the first Aussie
man to win the
Australian Open since
Mark Edmondson in 1976,
when the tournament was

played on grass at
Kooyong.
Looking tight, the

fourth-seeded Safin was
broken on four backhand
errors in his first service
game and won only three
points while falling

behind 3-0. His biggest
weapon, his serve, was
erratic and ineffective.

“The first set, you really
couldn’t call it tennis,”
Safin said. “I didn’t
believe I could play that
badly.”

He chalked
nerves.

“I tried to come down,”
he said. “Then in the sec-
ond set, I more or less got
it together.”

After the third-seeded
Hewitt hit a forehand out
on match point, the out-
going Safin was surpris-
ingly spbdued, making
only one fist pump.

Safin, who got a good
luck cell phone text mes-
sage from the only other
Russian to win a men’s
Grand Slam title —
Yevgeny Kafelnikov at
the 1996 French Open and
1999 at Melbourne Park —
thanked everyone, includ-
ing the crowd, “even
though 90 percent of you
were for Hewitt.”

Seventh-seeded Serena
Williams downed top-
ranked Lindsay
Davenport in the
women’s final Saturday
and will rise to second in
the new rankings.
Australians Scott Draper
and Samantha Stosur, a
wild-card pair playing
together for the first time,
won the mixed doubles
earlier Sunday, defeating
Kevin Ullyett of

it up to

See SAFIN, Page 2B
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KRT photo/Michael Perez, Philadelphia Inquirer
A crew worker from Roe Fabricators puts the finishing touches on the Philadelphia
Eagles' logo at Alitel Stadium in Jacksonville, Fla., Saturday. The Eagles will take on
the New England Patriots in Sunday’'s Super Bowl.

Wade too strong for Houston

« Young superstar
picks up slack as
Shaq has “off” day

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Sports Writer

MIAMI (AP) With
Dwyane Wade around,
the Miami Heat can
afford the occasional off-
game from Shaquille
O’Neal.

. Wade had 30 points,
‘eight rebounds and six

assists, leading a bal-
anced attack that carried
the Heat t6 a 104-95 victo-
ry over the Houston
Rockets on Sunday. L

O’Neal only took 11
shots and finished with 15
points and five rebounds.
Udonis Haslem hit his
first seven shots from the
floor and finished with 16
for Miami, as did Damon
Jones. Eddie Jones added
11.

Tracy McGrady had 28
points for Houston, which
lost for the first time in
its last four road games.
Yao Ming had 12 of his 22
points in the fourth quar-
ter for the Rockets, and
Bob Sura added 21 — 15 of
those coming in the
game'’s first 13 minutes.

Miami improved to 33-
13, moving 20 games over
the .500 mark for the first
time since the end of the
1999-2000 season — and

giving coach Stan Van
Gundy a 2-1 lead in the
all-time series against his
brother, Rockets coach
Jeff Van Gundy.

Yao’s layup with 1:05
remaining drew Houston
within 97-90.

But on Miami’s next
trip, Haslem found an
open O’Neal under the
basket for a three-point
play that sealed the Heat’s
third straight victory.

Including the playoffs,
it was the eighth time in
12 meetings that O’Neal
came away victorious
from a matchup against
Yao.

But the matchup of the
two leading votegetters
for this year’s All-Star
game didn’t exactly turn
into a memorable show-
down.

Both marquee centers
missed long stretches of
the game with foul trou-
ble; O’Neal played only 27
minutes, and allowed his
frustration level to boil
over at one stretch.

O’Neal grabbed an
Eddie Jones miss and
scored with 8:32 left in the
third, and on his trip
upcourt shouted at refer-
ee Luis Grillo that he felt
he was fouled.

O’Neal and Damon
Jones — apparently argu-
ing the same point —
were both hit with techni-

cal fouls, and David

Wesley hit both free -
throws to bring Houston’

within 57-54.

The Rockets got within
71-70 when McGrady hit a
jumper with 1:38 left in
the third, but Miami
scored the next seven
points — the last five on
consecutive Eddie Jones

jumpers to open the
fourth quarter — and
maintained its lead

throughout the final peri-
od.

The teams combined for
83 points in the half’s

opening 18 minutes, then

managed only 11 in the
six minutes leading to
halftime.

Miami missed seven of
its final nine shots before
intermission; Houston
was worse, misfiring on
eight of nine — including
its last seven tries.

‘Both teams even missed
a dunk in the waning
minutes of the half;, Yao
threw the ball into the
back of the rim after col-
lecting an  offensive
rebound, and Wade failed
to convert a high-flying
attempt after a baseline
drive about a minute
later.

Miami led by just two
points at the break, 48-46,
despite outshooting
Houston 54.1 percent to
39.0 percent.

SAFIN

Continued from Page 1B

Zimbabwe and Liezel
Huber of South Africa 6-2,
2-6, 7-6 (6).

Safin won the U.S. Open
in 2000 and rose soon
afterward to No. 1, then
plunged as low as 86th
after injuries in 2003. He

started his comeback here .

last year, and avenged his

‘ Wmﬂ}o Roger

ederer by ending the top-
ranked Swiss star’s 26-
match winning streak in

Thursday’s semifinal.

“You knocked off the
guy who’s nearly been
impossible,” said Hewitt,
who will rise to No. 2 in
the rankings, swapping
places with Andy
Roddick. “I didn’t feel like
I played that badly out
there. You thoroughly
deserve it.”

Although he usually
feeds off controyersy —
angering three o*ponents
with higgon-court shouts
and staredowns on his
way to the final — Hewitt
unraveled as Safin raised

his game. The sellout
crowd urged him on, but
‘Hewitt couldn’t feed off
their energy this time.

“Some of his hitting
from the back of the court
late in the third set and
then the whole fourth set
was pretty incredible,”
said Hewitt, who began
preparing months ago to
peak for his home Grand
Slam.

Hewitt was at the top of

.&-Balgﬁlw.aipp' g
bProm sideline to sideline

while committing only
one unforced error in the

Mavs fall to Iverson-less Sixers

« Salmons, Korver
pick up slack for
Philadelphia in
victory over Dallas

DALLAS (AP) — The
Philadelphia 76ers had
been winless in four
games without Allen
Iverson this season.

They were determined
to end that trend
Saturday night.

John Salmons scored a
season-high 19 points,
Kyle Korver added 16 and
Philadelphia beat the
Dallas Mavericks 93-89
‘without the NBA'’s lead-
ing scorer.

Iverson, averaging 29
points per game, missed
his third straight game
due to a strained left rota-
tor cuff.

“We were without our
leading scorer, so every-
one else had to step up
and Dbe aggressive,”
Salmons said. “A.l. was-
n’t there to bail us out, so
we had to make our shots
and chip in as a team.”

If the Mavericks
thought the 76ers would
be pushovers without the
Answer, they were mis-
taken.

The Sixers compensated
with solid defense, limit-
ing the Mavericks to 36.7
percent field goal shoot-
ing (33-for-90).

“Team defense and con-
taining everybody is our
main concept,” Salmons
said.

Dirk Nowitzki led
Dallas with 25 points,
nine rebounds and a
career-high six blocked

B~>nny Boyd
( - Chrysler - Dodge + Jeep
GMC - Pontiac « Buick - Cadillac

1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamesa, TX

shots, but he went only 7-
for-25 from the floor.
Michael Finley was 6-for-
23 from the field, finish-
ing with 14 points.

“You have to give Philly
credit, they made us work
for our baskets,” Finley
said. “We had a lot of
shots near the end of the
shot clock which are
tough shots. Credit their
defense for taking us out
of things we normally do.
...This was a terrible
game for us all the way
around. Nothing seemed
to be clicking for us.”

Erick Dampier had 14
points, a career-high 26
rebounds and a season-
high seven blocked shots
for the Mavericks, who
had won six of their pre-
vious seven.

“It’s a_shame to waste
an effor® (from Dampier)
like that on a loss,” said
Jerry Stackhouse, who
had 16 points for Dallas.

The Sixers lost in over-
time at New Orleans on
Friday night, but they
kept their poise down the
stretch 24 hours later.

Korver scored seven of
their last nine points,
including two free throws
with 2:23. remaining to
give Philadelphia the lead
for good, 89-87.

“l tried to rebound, I
tried to guard, I tried to
do it all,” Korver said.
“We wanted to come out
and play hard and we got
the win. We were just

VIAGRA

: (30 tabs) - biue 100mg  $89.95
| (60 tabs) - Save ss0.00 $129.95
I (90 tabs) - Save570.00 $179.95

=1-888-527-0870um
‘m. Jmited r M.O. Te: Free
Order Nowl i, LABS, 1035 SW Sha Shipping!

going at them and chal-

lenging them and it
worked.”
Corliss Williamson

added a pair of free
throws with 44.8 seconds
left to extend the Sixers’
lead to 91-87 before Jason
Terry’s 20-footer with 39.8
to play got the Mavericks
within two. '

But Terry missed an
open 16-footer with 13.9
remaining after Nowitzki
had drawn a double-team.
Korver converted two foul
shots with 11.1 left for the
final margin.

“Dirk drew a lot of
attention and he made a
good pass,” Terry said. “I
was there, I had a good
look at it. It didn’t fall.”

The Sixers held an 80-73
lead early in the fourth

quarter before the
Mavericks went on a 11-0
run capped by

Stackhouse’s 17-footer to
take an 84-80 advantage
with 4:46 to play.

But Philadelphia moved
back in front 87-85 with
2:56 remaining on
Korver’s 3-pointer.

The 76ers, who led by as
many as 11 points in the
first half, carried a 75-70
edge into the fourth quar-
ter.

Philadelphia went on a
12-3 run for a 44-35 advan
tage with 4:34 remaining
in the first half. Salmons
had 13 points to help the
Sixers take a 52-43 half-
time lead.

DIET PILLS

. Phantrazine 37.5

No Prescription Needed!
(60 tabs) ' - blue & white  $89.95
(120 tabs) - Savesso.0  $149.95
(180 tabs) - Save s90.00  $209.95

23-minute first set — to 13
for Safin — and yielding
only two points in his
four service games. But
as Safin got it together,
Hewitt started slipping in
the second set, yielding
an early break then
another at 2-5 to even the
match.

With fist pumps and
shouts of “Come on! Come
on!” Hewitt saved. two
break points._in the first_
game of the Jghigd set as
tensions rose and “both
men'’s nerves frayed.

Hewitt screamed “No

way!” at the umpire in the
next game after an over-
rule on Safin’s shot that
he thought was long but
TV replays showed was
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and worked around products containing
benzene call us for professional insight.
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on the line.
Safin, notorious . for
breaking rackets, spiked

another one, but contin-

ued to play with it.

NO FEE FOR
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Greet your special someone with
a sweet love note this Valentine’s Day.

Monday, February 14, 2005

- dheppy
Valentine's Day
: lo ounr

| Little Cutia!!

Love,
 Pe-paw & Grandmommy

[ ]
Yes!
i

Name

Advertise my Valentine Greeting!

Oulsp
| 31500

Bring your photo & special message to
our office by 5:00pm

Monday, February 7th

Enclosed is $

|Address

§Phone Number

|Your Message

e OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902
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SURPLUS/CONSIGNMENT tude. Come by 1707 Lancaster, * Excellent Benefits including needs dedicated professionals Home Health Care, in person to Helena Chemical,
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Big Spring State Hospital . Plan and Vacation Spring. Quallfy_ 25 with class A 2402 West Wall, Midland. NEED MACHINE maintenance
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Call 263-7331 to' place your ad today!!

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

m e o

CARPET CONCRETE CONCRETE CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION YOUR AD

STUCCO
Bring Samples MARQUEZ ; DRIVEWAYS
To Your Home FENCE CO. i" SIDEWALKS
All types —_er BLOCK FENCES
TAME: BREANDS ;f fences Chico and Sons
repairs.
Kenny Thompson Concrete
‘ Concrete work, carports. (432) 267-4044
All work guaranteed.
27“'0548 Free Estimates vaaz) 268'6623::" .
. Faredez
253-4543 Be""yz’;’:_;‘;‘:iz"’w"" Frankubo  Big Spring, TX 78720

J. T. Builders
Concrete

Remodeling = Drywall
y Ceramic Tile « Electrical
/z Plumbing « Roofing
2 Brick & Concrete Work
Driveways ¢ Sidewalks
Fireplaces * Stucco

The
mmmu m
JOMNNY TALAMANTEZ

(432) 213-0882 Coll . 108 E. 11th PLACE
(432) 263-2110 Res.  BIG SPRING, TX. 79720

C & J Construction

* Residential & : 7
Commercial Repair
* Remodeling
¢ Custom Homes

(a32) 270-8252
(432) 213-3444
(a32) 394-4805

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

\ ) Sales, Service, Installation
AUTOMAT:‘E’FE?:E%SIPL%I}E?}SS Fence & w.klin’ Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl, Jimmy erquoz-Ownﬂ HOME REPAIR
) L R - Garden City, Texas Sheet Metal, Ornamental FinestIn “i%3; %ustor(;\ ;Ng(’d Decks,
R B & M Fence Co. oy by pueComn & | Custom Gates, ¥ Fencing 43 pzmifg‘ P?f;,‘;e éllt,fgr '
p Oil Field Y - 5 2 . :
SPRAYBERRY AG. FABRICATION Rropi e eiidhas Snignitom = Monienl s B Wood & 6’1 §  Minor Electrical
~ FREE ESTIMATES FYew Satimeme " Chainlink FREE ESTIMATES
(432) 535-2396 Office & RORERT AL Home (432) 3842813 Carports, ;
(432) 556-5530 Mobile ; 263-1613 + Mobile (432) 466-1718 Dog Runs. S Y et : Sg;?é%gg::r::tg?gd
cializing in custom bu es. R 1-800-828-1389 By Spring (1321 000000 432 “"7”‘ ree Estimates
Soces, il m,?,;mgs',,., il Seck 1000 Lamees they. - g Sprng Storing City (328) 378.3077 ! 432-267-3349 816-3030
HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT
Gibbs Remodelin AFFORDABLE HOME DOORS/ HANDY MAN
A" Wpes of 1£ MAINTENANCE GARAGE Home Repair, Remodeling,
works New home Constructilon * Room éddmons _ <Renovation DOORS/OPENERS Maintenance, Yardwork,
o tal Carports ¢ Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior +Repairs Home Repair ¢ Carpentry Painting, Etc.
No _/Ob too blg- Wallpaper Hanging ¢ Ceramic Tile *Maintenance Repg?f:(}/\lglgxfl};ced Concrete Work, %
For all your home & yard Installation & Repair """""“ c-:::c Kitchen & Bath DnYeway, e
improvements! All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home. BOB’'S CUSTOM Patios, W= b
Satisfaction Guaranteed Sidewalks. Etc
Call Andy, Call 263-8285 NO JOB IS TOO SMALL! WOODWORK . Evenings - 267-7659
(432) 466-0799 Russ Crain (owner) 432-270-2585 || 409 E. 3RD  267-5811 Davs -2638272 |
LAWN SERVICE RENTALS ROOFING ROOFING TREE TRIMMING
PALACIOS JOHNNY FLORES LUPE’S TREE
MOWING * WEEDEATING \ngll;zd'll‘g;% ROOFING & HOME ROOFING TRIMMING
IMPROVEMENT Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
Home Works TILLI;?EET:;;:]MIL:ELING 432-267-2655 Roos, Room Additions, Al tpe of repair! of experience, Siump
Houses * Duplexes Ceramic Tile, Fences, ork Guarant grinder available.
mmdMam CALL 3; %% Desras P g ot | e Lo gyt e
3 * K an and removal.
Residential - Commercial 432-267-5460 For rent/sale Home Phone# Doctor of Repairs!
Please Call For A Free Estimate 709 E 'm 432-263-5430 Nos Beiluissoell Call Lupe
Simeny Wopper ¢ 432:617-0555 LEAVE MESSAGE :::'-'mnu Cell# Big Spring & Surrounding Areas 432-267-8317
M..p....' e '16'"” 1102 5. STH 432-213-0363 267-1110 432-268-6406
TREE TRIMMING PEST CONTROL WELDING m WEB PRINTING INTERNET ADS
DURAN'S TREE m SOU'XHIV;%S;;ERN - SrOtie Biie » Shunsurel . For Information For Information
';‘reei uR:emoval CONTROL Gates - Steel mm . On Web Printing On Internet Ads
pecialis Hand
MARGE | Waver Since 1954 Morris Welding Call Call
tl'lmmlng, stump Ton Hernandez 2. 2
removal, flow:r L : ’ 432-263-6514 Service Pick-Up or Dell 26"3 7331 Retail Advertising
:,:l‘:n mceldea nPerl'c - ; e'g:: 2008 Birdwell Lane Big Spring, Tx 79720 Available at our local yard - 263'7331
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Help Wanted

CellularOne a leader in the
wireless communication indus-
try has some exciting career
opportunities that we  want you
to be a part of.
Retail Sales Representative
. Big Spring, Tx.
$40,000-plus Yearly
Earning Potential

Qualifications:

Retail/Direct Sales experi-
ence preferred
* Strong moral and work ethics _
* Ability to produce
* Strong organizational skills
* Computer Knowledge (Micro-
soft Word, Excel, Outlook)
* Excellent oral/written commu-
nication skills
*  Outgoing,
characteristics
CellularOne offers all these
benefits:
* Medical/ Dental/ Life Insur-
ance
* ‘Attractive Base Salary
* 401K Retirement Plan
* Vacation -

Employee Stock Purchase
Plan
* Tuition Reimbursement

self-motivating

* Great opportunities for ad- -

vancement

CellularOne

Attention: John Hendricks
Fax: (432) 264-9141

Email:

john.hendricks@
wwireless.com

CELLULARONE

IMMEDIATE OPENING for
clerk/cashier/cook. = Apply at
3315 E. FM 700, Neighbors
Convenience Store.

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

Help Wanted

HIRING
Heavy Equipment Mechanic
2 yrs plus Experience.
Welder (must be able to
fabricate) 2 yrs plus
Experience.
Call Vernon at
(432)332-5070
Belly Dump (1yr plus
Experience preferred).
Valid Class A CDL.
Apply in Person.
Salary D.O.E.
E.O.E.
Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving
1401 S. Grandview .
Odessa, Texas 79761

Items for Sale
WHEELCHAIR-

ELECTRIC
$1200.00, high - porch ramp-

$800.00, electric  scooter-
$500.00, and threshold ramp.
All items for handicapped. Call
(432)394-4675 or 270-8330.

Jobs Wanted

WILL SIT with the Sick or Eld-
erly. Need transportation to the
job _sight. _Call (432)264-6092

. of leave message.

Miscellaneous
CAKES: Wedding, Anniversa-

ries, Quinceanarious. 10% Dis-
count on Arches, Candelabras,
florals w/cake order. Grishams
(432)267-8191.

National Ads

#1 STEEL building factory
Winter clearance! No gim-
micks, no pressure. Save Huge
on available sizes Call ASAP!!
1-877-425-7755 Ext. 2.

$$ EARN $3200 WEEKLY! $$
Processing Simple E-mails On-
line! Make $25.00 Per Email!
No Limit! Answer Surveys On-
line! Make $15.00+ Per Survey!
Guaranteed Paychecks! Amaz-
ing Employment Opportunities!
http://www.processemails.com/

National Ads

'$$ FREE MONEY $$ for 2005!

Private-Government Grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live
Operators. Approx. $49 billion
dollars unclaimed 2004.
1-800-410-2613 ext. 31.

$$$ UP TO $529 WEEKLY!

Mailing letters from home.
Easy! Any Hours!
Full/part-time. No experience
necessary. u.s. Digest

1-888-389-1790 24 hours.

$SCASHS$S$ Hurt in an acci-
dent? Have a lawsuit? Need
immediate $$CASHS$S$ now
before settlement or for a

uctured settlement?  We'll
g:)! CALL CASH NOW
800-268-3259.

$10! COMPUTERS, Video
Games! TVs from $10! Police
Seized! Sony, JVC, Panasonic
etc. Info 800-749-8128 xP686.

)

$100-$1000 CASH!' in'your
bank account overnight.  De-
tails at: Eadvancecash.net
Some simple requirements
necessary.

$2,500.00+ WEEKLY Income!!
Now Hiring Envelope Stuffers.
11 Year Nationwide Co. Needs
You! Easy Work From Home.
Free Postage, Supplies Pro-
vided. Written Guarantee!
Free Information, Call Now!
1-800-242-0363 Ext. 2500.

$25,000 FREE CASH
GRANTS! 2005! FOR PER-
SONAL BILLS, SCHOOL,

BUSINESS, ETC. NEVER RE-
PAY! LIVE OPERATORS!

APPROX. $49 BILLION LEFT

UNCLAIMED 2004.
1-800-410-2613 EXT. 35, 7
DAYS.

$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS!
Hondas/ Chevys/ Fords/ Jeeps.:
Cars, trucks, SUV's from $500!
Listings: 800-749-8116 xA148.

Automation Technician - Andrews, Texas

Lead Field Tech responsible for all aspects of design, installation and maintenance of

field automation equipment. Strong knowledge of PLC programming, installation and

troubleshooting end devices, radios, pneumatic instrumentation, and installation and
maintenance of production equipment required. Please send resume to:

atech@umcautomation.com

Applications Engineer - Andrews, Texas

Prepare quotations, estimate material and labgr cost, and

2 defivery time for Vapor
Recovery Units and Compressor Packages. Calculate compnsgop afd NofesPofer
requirements for each project based on customer specifications. Supervise drafting
department and oversee design of mechanical, electrical, and structural design of
various types of compressor packages. Prepare Bills of materials for purchasing and
fabrication. Work with customers and engineers to insure proper design and

fabrication of equipment. Please send resume to: appeng@umcautomation.com

. Electronics Assembler - Andrews, Texas

Responsible for board level assembly of electronic devices. Requires detailed solder-
ing, handling and identification of electronic components.
Please send resume to: eleca@umcautomation.com

Looking for motivated team players. Greét benefits including 401(k),

paid vacation & holidays, and medical/dental/life insurance.
Email preferred, but may FAX resumes to: 432-897-4203 or

MAIL: PO Box 113 - Andrews, Texas 79714

TexSCAN Week of
January 30, 2005

Note: 1t is illegal to be paid for anything beyond
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption

graduate students.

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT.
Excellent pay and benefits for experienced
drivers, Owner/Operators, solos, teams and
Bonuses paid weekly
Equal Opportunity Employer. Call 1-888-MORE
PAY (1-888-667-3729).

AUTOMATION

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?
Full service nationwide adoption agency special-
izing in matching families with birthmothers. Toll
free 2477, 1-866-921-0565. One True Gift Adoptions,

wwwmcuueilfuom

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending machines in 30
locations - $10.670. Call now! 1-800-836-3464,

1.800. VENDING.

EARN MORE WITH CFI! Miles=Money! CDL
required. Solos and teams apply today. Excellent
benefits. Providing XM satellite radio. 1-800-CFI-
Drive (1-800-234-3748) or www.cfidrive.com

FREE 4-ROOM DIRECTYV system includes
standard installation! 3 months FREE HBO
and Cinemax' Access to over 225 channels!
Limited time offer. S&H. Restrictions apply.
1-800-264-3458.

National Ads

$525.00 [NCOME POSSIBLE
mailing our Company Letters
from Home. No Experience
Necessary. FT/PT. Genuine
opportunity. Supplies provided.
Call 1(708)536-7040 (24 hours)
$750 WEEKLY SALARY!
Mailing our promotional lgtters.
100% From home.!
Genuine opportunity.
FREE INFO!
Call Now! 1-800-254-4592
24 hrs.

$750.00 WEEKLY Income
Possible Mailing Our Sales Let-
ters From Home. . Genuine Op-
portunity.  Free Supplies &
Postage. - From Home. Genu-
ine Opportunity. Free Supplies
& Postage. No Selling/Adver-
tising Call 24hrs.
1-630-786-6633.

$990 -$2,320
WEEKLY POSSIBLE!
Mailing our letters from home.
: FREE INFO.,
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed.
Call Now! 1-800-679-6844
24 hrs.

**$$ FREE CASH GRANTS!
$$'* As Seen on T.V.! Never
Repay! Gov't Grants for Per-
sonal Bills, School, Business,
etc. $47 billion left unclaimed.
Live - Operators!
1-800-574-1804 ext. 712.

**ANNOUNCEMENT**

NOW HIRING for 2005'
POSTAL JOBS
$16.40-$59.00/HR. Paid Train-
ing, Full Federal Benefits. No
experience necessary. Green
Card OK. Call 1-800-606-5059
Ext #4000.

National Ads

DIRECTV FREE 3 ROOMS
SYSTEM installed & delivered
free. Say goodbye to cable for-

ever + 3 months FREE
HBO/CINEMAX. Call
1-800-694-8644.
www.dtv2day.com
DISCOVER WATERLESS

COOKWARE WE STOPPED
DOING DINNER PARTIES!
17-PC., 7-PLY SURGICAL
STAINLESS STEEL SETS
LEFT! WERE $2000, NOW
$695! FIRST 7 CALLERS BUY
SET FOR $368!
1-800-434-4628.

DRIVER TRAINEES
A Great Career!
Excellent Pay/Benefits
C.R. England Needs
CDL Driver Trainees!
Company Paid School.
Limited Positions.
Call Now! Toll Free

.1-866-619-6081

DRIVER TRAINEES
A Great Career!
Excellent Pay/Benefits
C.R. England Needs
, CDL Driver Trainees!
Company Paid School.
Limited Positions.
Call Now! Toll Free
1-866-619-6081

EARN UP To $600 WEEKLY
Helping the government
part-time.- No Experience. A lot
of opportunities.
1-800-493-3688 Code E40.

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!

“Now Hiring! Earn $12 - $48 per

hour / No Experience Full
Benefits -/ Paid  Training
1-866-409-2663 ext. 20.

4WORKONLINE.COM

Own a computer? Work From
Home. $500 - $4,700 extra-in-
come. Will Train. FREE De-
tails.

ARE YOU making $1,710 per
week? All cash vending routes
with prime locations available
now! Under $9,000 investment
required. Call Toll Free (24-7)
888-270-2168.

AS SEEN ON TV $25,000
FREE Cash Grants-2005!
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Approx. $49 billion
left unclaimed-2004! Never Re-
pay! Live Operators.
1-800-410-2613 ext. 36.

BIG BUCKSS$ driving Big
Trucks! No Experience Neces-
sary! $700-$900/week with
benefits. 16 Day training pro-
gram. Job Placement avail-
able. No Money ‘{'No Problem!
1-877-554-3808.

CASH GRANTS - 2005!

Private, Government grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Approx. $49 billion
dollars left unclaimed 2004.
Never Repay. Live operators.
1-800-410-2613 ext. 32, 7
days.

COMPUTER CERTIFIC/.TION
Training Microsoft MCSE/Cisco
only $89. This CD-ROM train-
ing is everything You need to
get : certified!
www.tinyurl.com/57553
1-866-656-1945.

FREE DIRECTV, up to 4
rooms free plus 3 free months
of HBO + Cinemax starting
36.99 1-888-777-7115.

LIVE THE GOOD life! Work for yourself. Excep-

mional ground floor opportunity This is really what
you've been looking for. Don’t wait another minute!
www maryandjim.biz, Nuvante.

DRIVERS WANTED
$4,000 SIGN-ON. One year OTR experience/  govere
Class A/CDL. $500 on 2nd paycheck, $500 after
10,000 miles, then .03 cpm for 100,000! Call
anytime'! 1-800-569-9232, Conwell Corp.

www.afsweb.com

IMMEDIATE DRIVERS NEEDED to meet
expanding freight base! Company drivers earn .34
cents to .36 cents/mile for all miles, PLUS $5,000
yearly bonuses available. Full benefits/401k, $500
orientation pay. PFT Flatbed, 1-800-473-5581.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ADVANCED FIELD SERVICES secks Field
Inspectors in Texas to complete a variety of residential
insurance and real estate property surveys. To apply:

Tidewater Tech.

NSTRUCTION

SAWMILLS - $2,695.00 - LUMBERMATE-
2000 and LumberLite-24. Norwood Industries also
manufactures utility ATV attachments, log skid-
ders, portable board edgers and forestry equipment.
www.norwoodindustries.com -Free information:
1-800-578-1363, Ext. 300N.

8§ TRAINING

EARN YOUR DEGREE - Online from home. Busi-
ness, paralegal, computers, networking and more.
Financial aid available, job placement assistance
and computers provided. Call free 1-866-858-2121,

NOW HIRING 200S. Postal positions. Federal,

state and local. $14.80/848+/hour. No experience

AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID training for a high
paying career. Aviation Maintenance. FAA predicts
. Financial aid, job placement assis-
tance, 1-888-349-5387, AIM., 6 locations.

Ext. 1602.

ACT NOW. DRIVERS - Flatbed, bulk tank and
refrigerated divisions. Performance based pay.
Experienced operators, independent contractors or
company drivers. CDL instruction program available.
1-800-771-6318, www primeinc.com

DRIVER: 30-DAY test drive - L/P available, zero
down' L/P and Owner/Operators -.94 cpm plus
safety bonus. Exclusive CA fuel surcharge! Paid
base plates, road taxes, tolls and lumpers. John
Christner Trucking, |1-800-528-3675.

Solutions Alliance.

DRIVERS/A/CDL FLATBED DRIVERS,
$50,000 yearly potential. High weekly miles,
one year T/T experience. SMX, 1-800-247-8040,

WWW.SMXc.com

DRIVERS- BANK ON IT! All 'the miles
you want! Many regional run options, new
big pay increases. Low cost CDL training.
Swift Transportation, 1-800-231-5209,
wwwSwiftTruckingJobs.com

DEFEND FREEDOM IN the Texas Army National
Guard! Up to $10k enlistment bonus, paid career
training, 100% tuition assistance. Up to $20k student
loan repayment. Accepting high school juniors and
seniors, GED, college students and graduates. Call

Mi. 1-800-GO-GUARD.

LIFE INSURANCE SALES $100,000+ potential.
Free lead, direct mail system. Close 90%, top con-
tracts, paid daily, protected territory. See it, you'll
believe it. Motivated only, 1-800-517-7233. United

$$38$ GET CASH NOW! We buy structured settle-
ments and insurance annuities. Call Structured Asset
Funding NOW!!!! 1-877-966-8669.

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee

the Texas Al

CASH LOANS UP to $1,000.00. No credit
check! Cash in your checking account within
24 hours. Employment required. Go to
www.paychecktoday.com or call 1-888-350-3722.
products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact
torney General at 1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic.gov/bizog

Statewide Ad......cwssessssonsese $400
306 Newspapers, 1.1 Million Circulation

Nortl Region
102 Newspapers, 381
South Region Only .cccecseeeeee $175
101 Newspapers, 462,000 Circulation
West Region Only.....cccceeeees $175

103 Newspape

necessary. Entry levels. Full benefits. Paid train-
ing. Call 7 days for information, 1-888-826-2513,

CLOSEOUT INVENTORY. 15 new Mercury
motors 25-150 HP below cost! Example: MER-
CURY 50 HP: MSRP, $6,183; only $4,578 includes
extra 2 year warranty. HURRY 1-830-598-1871.

Only...ccer. $175
Circulation

Circulstion

FINANCES GOT You Down
On Dating? Get Cash Fast!!
$100-$500. Funds
Deposited-Checking  Account
Next Day. 1-800-992-9200
www.cashadvancenet
work.com

FIRE YOUR Landlord!!!

$$30 ° DOWN HOMES! No
Rent! Tax Repos & Bankrupt-
cies! No Credit OK! $0 ta low
down! For ° Listings,
1-800-501-1777 Ext. 8351.

FREE CASH GRANTS! 2005!
Approx. $49 billion left un-
claimed 2004. Private, Govern-
ment Grants for Personal bills,
School, Business, etc. Never
Repay! Live Operators!
1-800-410-2592 ext. 33.

FREE DIRECTV System. Free
installation, Free HBO (3 mos.),
Free DVD player. www.satel-
litesollutions.com or (866)
213-0676.

FULLER BRUSH CO. Sales

. Distributors needed. Start your

own Home Based Business.
Looking for people who could
use extra money, servicing
customers in youf area. No in-
vestment. Call 800-882-7270
email fullerlady2@aol.com

FULLER BRUSH CO. Sales
Distributors needed. Start your
own Home Based Business.
Looking for people who could
use extra money, servicing
customers in your area. No in-
vestment. Call 800-882-7270
email fullerlady2@aol.com

GOOD WEEKLY INCOME!
Guaranteed earnings +BO-
NUSES! National company

needs Reliable people in this
area to prepare/mail sales bro-
chures from home! Supplies
provided! Call:
1-800-357-1170.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD-
LIFE / POSTAL $16.51 to
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits.

Paid Training. Call for Applica-
tion and Exam Information. No
Experience Necessary. Toll
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AT
HOME. 6 - 8 weeks. Low Pay-
ments. FREE Brochure.
1-800-264-8330 Benjamin
Franklin High School.
www.diplomafromhome.com

HIRING 2005 Postal Positions!!
$17.50-$59.00+/Hour. Full
Benefits.  Paid training/Vaca-
tions. No experience. Green
Card OK! 1-866-329-0801
ext.1070.

MEDICARE DIABETICS- Free
Meter!!! No Cost Diabetes
Supplies! Join Diabetes Care
Club. FREE Memebership!
FREE HOME DELIVERY!
1-800-287-1737. Qualify NOW!

NEED A Loan?
Problems Getting Approved?
All Credits Welcomed!
Fast Results!

No Application Fees!
888-513-6973

"NEE AFFORDABLE

HEALTHCARE? $59.93/month
per Family. No Limitations!. All

‘Pre-Existing conditions OK.

Call P.S. Family Healthcare!

1-800-550-2768 sc. W-1009.

NEED JOB? »
CRST TRANSPORTATION
Truck Driver Training
$400-$700/week
No Credit Check,
No Mthly Pymnts.
1-877-443-§289

National Ads

NOW HIRING for 2005 Postal
Positions $16.20 - $58.00 +/hr.
Full Benefits/Paid Training and
Vacations No Experience Nec-
essary 1-800-584-1775 '
Reference #4102.

OWN A Computer
Put it to Work!
$500-$7500/mo PT/FT
1-877-573-2785 24hr recording
Free Booklet.
www.9toS5isover.com

OWN A Computer
Put it to Work!
$500-$7500/mo PT/FT
1-877-573-2785 24hr recording
Free Booklet.
www.9to5isover.com

PRIVATE-GOVERNMENT
CASH Grants! for Personal
bills, School, Business, etc.
Never Repay! Live Operators!
Approx. . $49 billion left un-
claimed 2004. 1-800-410-2592
ext. 34, 7 days.

SAWMILLS $2,595.00 -
LumberMate-.2000 & Lumber-
Lite-24. Norwood Industries
also manufactures utility ATV
Attachments, Log Skidders,
Portable Board Edgers and for-
estry equipment. www.nor-
woodindustries.com

-FREE Information:
1-800-566-6899 Ext. 200-U.

SECRET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-MEET .69 p/m
Ladies Free!!
_1-800-201-TALK
VISIT - singles.com

SIMPLE WORK/TOP PAY
Honest Homeworkers Needed
- Assemble Refrigerator Mag-
nets. Serious Homeworkers
ONLY! 1(570)549-3640
RC#1031.

START ' DATING TONIGHT!
Have fun meeting eligible sin-
gles in your area. Toll Free.
1-800-ROMANCE ext. 9735.

STEEL BUILDING SALE! We'll
Beat All Competitor Bids Spec
for Spec or we'll send you a

check for $200.00!
1-800-973-3366.
www.premiersteel.org

TRUCK DRIVERS

Wanted-Best Pay and Home
Time! Apply Online Today
over 750 Companies! One Ap-
plication, Hundreds of Offers!
http://hammerlanejobs.com

VIAGRA $5.00, CIALIS $6.25
Why pay more? Lowest Priced
Refils and Free Shipping!!
1-866-402-5400 .

On the Farm

WANT TO buy or rent farm
land- Martin, Howard, Glass-
cock, Midland counties. 30+
years experience. Jerry Hollo-
way, (432)459-2499 or
(432)559-3664.

WANT TO rent farmland in
Howard or Glasscock County.
Call (432)398-5271 or
270-5001.

BOSTON TERRIER puppies-
Full Blood. 3 Males, 6 weeks
old, with shots. Just looking for
a good home. $250.00 each.
Call (432)264-9026.

Real Estate for Rent

0 BEAé%TI%gL 1
RD

*Swimming Pool
*Private Patios
*Carports
*Appliances
*Most Utilities
Paid
*Senior Citizens
Discount
*1 & 2 Bedroom
Unfurnished

PARKHILL TERRACE
APARTMENTS

800 W. Marcy Drive
263-5555 263-5000
1] 005214 .=

1308 BIRDWELL. 2 Bedroom,
1 bath, new carpet, fenced
yard and garage. $325.00
month $200.00 deposit. No
pets. Call (432)263-7850.

1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath.
$475. month $250. deposit
407 1/2 East 8th- 1/1 bath.
$275. month $150. deposit
Both have CH/A.
Call (432)267-2296.

1410 HARDING Street. 3 Bed-
room, 1 bath, w/game room,
carport, large fenced-in back-
yard. No inside pets. $425.

month, $200. deposit. Call
(432)267-6667.
1505 TUSCON. Four bedroom,
two = bath, CH/A. Call
(432)270-3848.

1903 GREGG St. for rent.
Great office or retail space.
$375/month plus deposit. Call
(432)213-2681.

2106 Nolan. Two bedroom.
one bath, $225. month, $150.
deposit. Also 1204 Lamar. 2
Bedroom, 1 bath. $285. month,
CH/A. (432)263-1792,
816-9984. .
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Real Estate for Rent

2600 CARELETON. 3 Bed-
room 2 bath, Central Heat/Air,
appliances furnished, fenced
backyard. Nice Neighborhood.
$450. month $300. deposit.
Call (432)213-2681.

2604 ENT. 3 Bedroom 2 bath,
New paint/ carpet. References.
$400. month, $250. deposit.
HUD accepted. Call
(432)267-7449.

3 BEDROOM brick, fenced, air,
view. $325.00. Zero pets. Non
smoking. Nice home - for less
rent. Good credit background
required. McDonald Realty,
(432)263-7615 or 263-4835.

3/2 WITH garage. Gourmet
kitchen -with built-ins. Forsan
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650.
month, '$400. deposit. Call
(432)264-9907. -

. 3904 HAMILTON, 3 Bedroom
. 1-1/2 bath, CH/A. $400. month,

$250. deposit. Call
(432)267-7449.

623 CAYLOR

Possible 4 bedrooms, 2 bath
Stove & Refrigerator furnished
Washer/ Dryer connections
Fenced backyard

Deposit $100. Rent $450.
Call (432)267-2112

Leave message.

900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment.
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups.
Appliances furnished. $385.00
month, $200.00 deposit. No
HUD. Call (432)213-2681

CLEANEST 1 Bedroom in
town. $300. Month, $150. de-
posit. No pets. References re-
quired. Carport. Call
(432)213-2319.

CORNER LOT 3 Bedroom, 2
bath, freshly painted, fireplace,
CH/A, dishwasher, tenced front
& back yard. Very Nice. Call
(432)263-4528, (432)296-0277.

CORONADO HILLS
APARTMENTS
(432)267-6500
801 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx 79720

During Months of
December and January.
Move in for
$199.00 or $299.00.

FOR RENT: 800 1/2 Nolan. 1

Bedroom, 1 bath. Utilities in-
cluded. $400.00 month,
$300.00 deposit. Call

(432)264-9907. -
HEIGHTS APARTMENTS, 403

. 8ih, Sireet. Spacious 1 Bed-

room's. Furnished & Unfur-

nished. All bills paid. $400.00 -

month, $200.00 deposit. Call
(432)267-2771.

MIDWAY AREA 2 bedroom, 1
bath mobile home. Private lot.
Fenced yard. Deposit and ref-
erences required. Call
(432)267-5952.

RENT TO OWN 4 bedroom, 2
bath, fenced yard. Washer &
dryer hookups. 1508 Wood-
$1,500. down, $289. month.
Call (432)264-6611.

SPECIAL DISCOUNT to quali-
fied tenants on long term lease.
902 Birdwell, newly remod-
eled, 3 bedroom, 1 bath, stove/
refrigerator furnished, fenced
yard, washer/ dryer hookup.
$550. month. Lease to Own an
Option. Call (432)270-5001.

SUNSET RIDGE
(432)263-2292
Near SWCID, Scenic Mt.
& Cornell Facilities
Call Today

Real Estate for Sale

$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed-

.room, 2 bath, 2 car garage
home. Reasonably good credit

required, lowered interest rates
to Qualified Buyer. Call now
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest-
ments Inc. \

1002 BIRDWELL Brick House:
3 Bedroom, 2 bath, large
kitchen with self cleaning elec-
tric stove, large closets, stor-
age. Near Washington School.
$52,000.00. Call
(432)394-4675, 270-8330.

BARCELONA APARTMENTS
Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options

-

Real Estate tor Sale

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi-
nancing. Buy for $277.00
month or Rent $375.00 month.
Call (432)264-9907.

20 ACRES on Hwy 176. Set
up  for Doublewide. 45K,
$6,500.00 Down, assume
$270.00 - monthly @ 7.4% for

30 years. No Credit Check. .

Call (817)312-6322.

4 BEDROOM, 3 bath house on
40 acres for Sale, w/barn and
work shop, in Coahoma School
District. $224,000.00 For ap-
pointment call (432)263-0658
or 816-9565.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru
6 Bedroom Brick Homes.
Owner Fingpcing. Bad Credit
OK. We ‘can adjust your
monthly payments to fit your
Budget. Call Maria
(432)263-3461. -

RENT to OWN. 4 Bedroom, 1
bath. Washer and Dryer Con-
nection with fenced yard. 1516
Wood. $1500. down, $289.
month. Call (432)264-6611.

‘USE YOUR TAX REFUND.
2405 Main Street. 2/1:5/1 New
carpet and plumbing. Newly re-
molded bath. CH/A. $1400.00
Down, $321.00 month for 30
years. FHA. Owner pays clos-
ing. Call (432)264-7969.

‘04 Freestar Vans

$6000 available
Rebates

Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 4th 267-7424

1992 CHEVROLET 1500 V6, 5
'speed manual. AM/FM stereo
w/CD player, power windows,
cruise control, step-side short
bed.  $3,750.00 OBO. Call
(432)394-4106. :

2003 CHEVY Trail Blazer EXT,
white. Good condition. Must
sell!! $19,500. Call
(432)263-0372.

2004 CHEVROLET Z71 crew-
cab, 11,000 miles, grill guard,
steps, bedliner, tinted windows.

Call .. (432)398-5271 or
270-5001.
FOR SALE, bhandicap van.

1998 Ford Conversion E-150.
Wheelchair lift, hand controls,
remote door opener. More in-
formation call (432)264-7884.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of JOHNNIE RUTH TATUM, De-
ceased, were issued on January
10, 2005, in Cause No. P-13226,
pending in the County Court of
Howard County, Texas, to: ALLEN
DARDEN.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Representative, Estate of
JOHNNIE RUTH TATUM

15010 NCR 41

Big Spring, Texas 79720

DATED the 27th day of January.
2005.

#4449 January 31, 2005.

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of . SAMMY JOHN PAYNE, De-
ceased, were issued on January
10, 2005; in Cause No. P-13227,
pending, in. the County' Court of

" Howard County,. Texas, to: EDGAR

M. PAYNE.

All persons having-claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned
within the time_and in the mahner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Representative,
SAMMY JOHN PAYNE
2215 Lynn Drive

Big Spring, Texas 79720
DATED the 27th day of January.
2005.

#4450 January 31, 2005.

Estate of

;299 Such As ALL BILLS PAID : 5 TV
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. SPRING ﬂ E B A I I !
538 Westover OPEN SATURDAY 263-1252

Assistance Accepted .

CLASSIFIED
*

Legals

Public Notice 4

The Forsan Independent School
District Board of Trustees will con-
duct a public hearing at 7:00 p.m.
on February 14, 2005, to discuss
the 2003-04  Academic Excellence
Indicator System Report. The hear-
ing will be held in conjunction with
the regular board meeting. Any and
all interested persons are invited to
attend.

#4444 January 31, 2005.

Public Notice

The Forsan Independent School
District intends to apply for a
waiver of the prohibition concerning
the date.of the first day of instruc-
tion for students. The district plans
to make an application for waiver to
the Texas Education Agency for a
school start' date of August 15,
2005. The Forsan Independent
School District Board of Trustees
will conduct a public hearing at
7:00 p.m. on February 14, 2005, to
hear any options regarding the pro-
posed date for the first day of in-
struction for the 2005-06 school
year. The hearing will be held in
conjunction with the regular board
meeting.

#4445 January 31, 2005.

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate

"of OLA LEE MCMULLAN, De-

ceased, were issued on January
19, 2005, in Cause No. P-13233,
pending in the County Court of
Howard County, Texas, to: W.L.
(BUCK) MCMULLAN.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to pre-
sent them to the undersigned
within the time and in the manner
prescribed by law.

c/o: Representative, Estate of
OLA LEE MCMULLAN

14803 Orient Pass

San Angelo, Texas 76905

DATED the 27th day of January.
2005.

#4448 January 31, 2005.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Big Spring Area Local Federal
Coordinating Committee (LFCC) is
soliciting applications from feder-
ated groups, charitable organiza-
tions or a combination thereof, in-
terested in being considered to
serve as the Principal Combined
Fund Organization (PCFO) for the
2005 campaign. A legal notice has
been published in The Big Spring

Herald announcing this solicitation

for a PCFO. The applicable CFC
regulations are:

- Title 5, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, Part 950.104 authorizes the
LFCC to solicit applications from
federations, charitable organiza-
tions, ~or combinations thereof to
serva aathe PCFO; and to select a
PCFO to act as its fiscal agent and
campaign coordinator for the CFC.

- Title 5, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, Part 950.105 outlines the re-

sponsibilities of the PCFO. In addi- '

tion, § 950.601 provides additional

- requirements governing the release

of contributor names. The primary
responsibility of the PCFO is to
support the federal government in
managing a comprehensive local
workplace fundraising campaign
while ensuring the fiscal integrity,
accountability, and transparency of
the process. A primary goal of the
PCFO is to conduct an 'effective
and efficient campaign in a fair and
even-handed manner. Only federa-
tions, charitable organizations or
combinations thereof may serve as
the PCFO.

All application proposals submitted
for consideration must be received
by the LFCC postmarked no later
than February 15, 2005. Applica-
tions may also be hand-delivered.
Interested  organizations  should
submit their application proposals
to the LFCC, c/o Lou Ann Atkins,
West Texas VA Health Care Sys-
tem, 300 Veterans Boulevard, Big
Spring, TX 79720. Only application
proposals addressing all of the key
elements and deliverables will be
considered for review by the LFCC.
to receive copy of key elements &
delivery, Contact Cynthia Scott, at
(432)267-5201 or
uway@apex2000.net

#4447 January 30 & 31, 2005

We Can Save
You Money By
Advertising Your
Business In Our
Professional
Service Directory!
Call

263-7331
for more information.

FOR SALE

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit O.K.

2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes
Call Beverly 263-3461
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Tomorrow’s Horoscope .

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

When was the last time
you held someone’s hand?
It’s just one of thé friend-
ly, supportive yet deeply
intimate
ways to take [.4
advantage of |4
the Libran
lunar ener-
gy. Hand-
holding
reminds us
how we are §
all connect-

ed like inter- HoLipAY
woven fin-

gers. While AT
Jupiter 1S e

still flying straight, log in
a request for something
you’d like to receive by
the end of the day. ‘

ARIES (March 21-April
19). You are not alone.
Someone’s watching over
you, sending out an SOS
for help to arrive exactly
when you need it most.
Keep your eyes and ears
open for that passing
stranger who seems to
have all the answers.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). A sticky situation
calls for a gentle touch..
This is no time to be the
bull in the china shop.
The feelings of someone
close to you are at stake
—tread lightly. Forward
momentum at work helps
you score big.

GEMINI ‘(May 21-June
21). A minor miscalcula-
tion with regard to
finances may wind up
costing you more time
and money than anticipat-
ed. -Be sure to double-
check your bottom- line
before making that big
purchase. At least you
look fabulous!

CANCER (June 22-July

22). You're in uncharted -

waters when it comes to a
love or career matter.
Make like the cast of
“Lost,” and improvise. Be

sure you know who your
allies are. Act like you
know what you're doing,
even if you don't.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
With all the commotion
swirling around you these
days, it’'s easy to lose your
sense of place and bal-
ance. It helps Yo frequent-
ly check in with yourself,
turning your attention
inward to how you are
feeling.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). Survey the landscape
of your life. What hills do
you need to climb? Where
can you rest a bit and
catch your breath? Is the
climate right to plant new
seeds for growth? Draw
your own map, and then,
forge ahead. )

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
A new ‘friendship could
blossom for you over a
cup of coffee or a shared
ride in a taxi or elevator.
Somewhere out there is
that perfect stranger who
knows someone who
knows someone who has
what you’'re looking for.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). If your Spidey sense
is tingling when you meet
someone on the job;
there’'s probably a good
reason for it. Careful, that
cute new cubicle dweller
may be angling for your
position or even your
boss’' Be polite and on
alert.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). A hot financial
tip has you seeing dollar
signs everywhere you
look. Be sure to consider
your sources. There may
be more here than is read-
ily apparent. If everything
checks out right, grab
that brass ring, and don’t
let go! -

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Ch-ch-ch-changes
are not the goat’s special-
ty, but if the motivation is

strong enough, you jump
right in. Consider this the
universe’s way of steering
you in the right direction.
If you need a few point-
ers, consult a Scorpio pal.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). What is the
secret behind that sparkle
in your eyes, that extra
spring in your step?
You’'ll never tell. A
romantic encounter or
your passion for a cre-
ative endeavor is enough
to keep you whistling
while you work.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Sometimes, it's best to
just cut bait and let your
inner fish get away. You
can’t win every battle or
get every call returned
when you want it. Follow
a different current, and
let it lead you to victory.

CELEBRITY PROFILES:
Justin Timberlake is a
high-energy Aquarius
who channels the natural
athleticism of his sign
into fast, cutting-edge
dance moves. Breath con-

_trol is also a talent of his

sign, so singing and danc-
ing simultaneously does-
n’t require the" boosted
vocal track many enter-
tainers use these days. I
predict a much talked-
about and emulated new
style of production emerg-
ing from Timberlake this
year. :

If you would like to write
to Holiday Mathis, please
80 lo wwuw.creators.com
and click on ‘Write the
Author” on the Holiday
Mathis page, or you may
send her a postcard in the
mail. To find out more
about Holiday Mathis and
read her past columns,
visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

© 2005 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox - .

Dear Annie: My blood
type is AB, and my wife’s
is B. I happened to see our
adult son’'s Red Cross
donor card, and it shows
that he is type O. The
good news is that we are
all regular donors. The
bad news is that he can-
not be my son. :

A little over 40 years
ago, around the time
“Wayne” was conceived,
my wife and I had a bit of
a rough patch, but that is

- long behind us now. Since

his birth, I always have
considered him my son.

I don’t know how to
raise this issue with my
wife. I love her more than
life itself and do not want
to harm our close rela-
tionship. And, I also don’t
want to hurt “my” son. At
the same time, this
knowledge is very trou-
bling to me and may have
inheritance implications,
etc. ‘

Is there a way to clear
the air and let my wife
know I will love her no
matter what? What do I
do, and how do I do it? —
Negative Dad

Dear Negative: The
information on a donor
card is not sacrosanct,
and it’s possible there was
an error. If you feel the
need to discuss this with
your wife, you might
want to do so without
accusations. If you truly
mean what you say, we
suggest telling her you
saw Wayne’s donor card
and you decided that it
didn’t matter.

We hope that goes for
the “inheritance implica-
tions” as well. Since you
consider him your son,
that is how he should be
treated, regardless of his
paternity. If he is, in fact,
not yours, your wife
rmight .want to consider
telling Wayne the truth at
some point, in case he
needs medical informa-
tion.

Dear Annie: I'm a 23-
year-old, newly engaged

female. My fiance pro-~

posed in October, and T

- KATHY MITCHELL
MARCY SUGAR

quickly chose my dress,
attendants, reception hall,
etc. The problem? My
cousin, “Brian,” and his
wife, “Ashley,” are mad
because I didn’t choose
Ashley to be in the wed-
ding party and I didn’t
ask Brian’s daughter to be
a flower girl.

They are so furious they
won’t speak to me. I had
asked Brian’s sister if her
daughter would be a
flower girl, and Ashley
tried to get my other
cousin to pull her daugh-
ter out of the wedding
because it would “serve
me right.”

I've been told to cut
them off the guest list, but
it saddens me to think
some of my own family
won’'t show up. What
should I do? — New Bride-
To-Be

Dear Bride-To-Be:
Asking the daughter of
one cousin to be a flower
girl, but not the other, can
understandably cause ruf-
fled feathers. Nonetheless,
Brian and Ashley have no
business making
demands regarding your
attendants, and
should be ignored.

Leave the guest list
alone. If Brian and Ashley
don’t attend, fine. If they
do show up, be as gra-
cious as possible and say
nothing more about it.

Dear Annie: My 10-year-
old niece;®Lilly,” is hav-
ing her birthday dinner at
an extremely fancy,
expensive restaurant. Her

{
'

i

they .

well-to-do grandparents
(on the other side) will be -
covering the cost of the
guests’ meals.

My three daughters are
close to Lilly, and our
family of five has been
invited to the dinner.
However, 1 was shocked’
to learn that because we
are not related to her
grandparents, we will be
picking up our own tab. I
find it abhorrent that
some guests will have. to
pay and others won’t. We
have a nice relationship
with Lilly, however, and I
don’t want to do anything

to harm that. Your
thoughts? — Feeling
Excluded

Dear Excluded: The

“hosts” should not have
selected such an expen-
sive restaurant if they did
not intend to treat every-
one. It is unfair to those
who might otherwise
have chosen a different
location. If you can afford
the place and you want to
be nice to Lilly, go any-
way. Otherwise, it’'s per-
fectly OK to send your
regrets.

Dear Annie: I am often
invited to private house
parties where I am asked
to buy items - like
Tupperware, candles, cos-
metics, etc. I don’t believe
in squandering money on
these overpriced goods
that I neither want nor
need.

Here’s the problem: If I
don’t accept the invitation
to attend, the hostess
brings the catalog to work
and asks me to order
something. I don’'t mind
ordering items for non-
profit fundraisers,
because the dollars goto a
good cause, but these cat-
alogs are not in my budg-
et. Is there a way to bow
out gracefully? —
Flustered

Dear Flustered: Don't
feel so guilty. You are the
one being imposed upon.
Simply say, “Thank you.
I'm really not interested,
but I will let you know if
I change my mind.”
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“Grandma! Here comes the
pitter-patter of little feet!”

*THAT WAS A PRETTY GOOD SERMON , BT A
COUPLE MORE JOKES WOULD HELP”
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BLONDIE

1 MUST WARN
you, I'M VERY
FUSSY ABOUT
HOW MY FOOD
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AND LOOKING FORWARD
TO ALL THE BAD THINGS
I'VE PONE IN T’LL DO IN THE FUTURE!
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By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Jan. 31,
the 31st day of 2005. There
are 334 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Jan. 31, 1958, the
United States entered the
Space Age with its first suc-
cessful launch of a satellite
into orbit, Explorer 1.

On this date:

In 1606, Guy Fawkes, con-
victed for his part in the
“Gunpowder Plot” against
the English Parliament and
King James I, was executed.

In 1797, composer Franz
Schubert was born in
Vienna, Austria.

In 1865, Gen. Robert E.
Lee was named General-in-
Chief of all the Confederate
armies.

In 1905, 100 years ago,
author John O’Hara was
born in Pottsville, Pa.

In 1917, Germany served

notice«~it was beginning a
policy of unrestricted sub-
marine warfare. :

In 1934, President
Roosevelt devalued the dol-
lar in relation to gold.

"In 1944, during World War
II, U.S. forces began invad-
ing Kwajalein Atoll and
other parts of the Japanese-
held Marshall Islands.

In 1945, Pvt. Eddie Slovik

became the only U.S. sol-
dier since the Civil War to
be executed for desertion as
he was shot by an
American firing squad in
France.

In 1950, President Truman
announced he had ordered
development of the hydro-
gen bomb.

In 1971, astronauts Alan
B. Shepard Jr., Edgar D.
Mitchell and Stuart A.
Roosa blasted off aboard
Apollo 14 on a mission to
the moon.

Today’s Birthdays:
Actress Carol Channing is
84. Author Norman Mailer
is 82. Actress Jean
Simmons is 76. Baseball
Hall-of-Famer Ernie Banks
is 74. Composer Philip
Glass is 68. Actress Suzanne

Pleshette is 68. Actor Stuart
Margolin is 65. Former U.S.
Representative Dick
Gephardt, D-Mo., is 64.
Blues singer-musician
Charlie Musselwhite is 61.
Baseball Hall-of-Famer
Nolan Ryan is 58. Singer-
musician KC (KC and the
Sunshine Band) is 54. Rock
singer Johnny Rotten is 49.
Actress Kelly Lynch is 46.
Actor Anthony LaPaglia is
46. Singer-musician Lloyd
Cole is 44. Actor John Dye
is 42. Rock musician Al
Jaworski (Jesus Jones) is
39. Actress Minnie Driver is
34. Actress Portia de Rossi-
is 32. Actress Kerry
Washington is 28.

Answer to previous puzzie
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— BETTING SETTING by Gail Grabowski
NeWdey Crossword Edited by étanley Newman

ACROSS -
1 Daily-Planet
reporter Lane
5 Flat-topped

hills

10 Owl sound

14 Wyatt of the
Old West

15 Share one’s
views

16 Strongly
encourage

17 Largest
continent

18 Trace of color’

19 Colt's mother

20 Radio-station
employee

22 Malt
beverages

23 Clip, as wool

24 Picnic spoiler

26 Breakfast or
brunch

29 Baby beds 3

61 Audio portion
of a movie

65 Skunk’s
defense

66 Suez or
Panama

67 Shah's land,
once

68 Diana of the
Supremes

69 Full of pep

70 “That's ___
than enough!” 2

71 Otherwise

72 Movie critic,
often

73 Beef dish

DOWN
1 Show the way 31 Road curve
2 Desert 32 Retired planes:
rest area
3 From Dublin

4 Elbow room

5 Went for
* adrive

7 Descend
8 Infuriate

10 Mankind
exam

- 12 Folklore
meanie

5 Chills, as
a drink

Michigan

Abbr.
33 Harvest
34 __ mater

33 Poison-ivy

T R

SPG7

reaction
37 Make a

14

6 Heroic tale
9 “So long!”

11 Unwritten

13 Golf platforms
Traffic snarl

27 Dry as a bone
28 Huron and

www.stanxwords.com

35 Narrow cut
36 Haughty
attitude
38 Departed
41 Fair to middling
46 Two-year-old
. 50 Beagle or
bunny
52 Hollywood
- award
53 Australian
animal
55 Hat edges
56 Fortune-teller’s
deck
57 Frighten
58 Feeling angry
59 Pop star,

30 Lendl of tennis perhaps

60 Election defeat

62 Military group

63 Central area
of a church

64 Was aware of

10 [11 [12 [13 |

1

17

sketch
39 Roof

1

overhangs
40 Immigration
islan
42 '50s
White House
nickname

43 Hardly enough
44 Mexican friend

-

45 Bumper bump
47 Finishes

48 Nature trails
49 “That's
enough!”
+ 51 Off the ___

out of trouble)
54

utstanding
58 Farm storage

obligations
building

y
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