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Bush has big plans
for second term

As President Bush
prepares to take office
for a second term this
week, he says he's
worried that people
"kind of write me off"
before he can get
things done.

See Page 8A

BRIEFLY

Blood drives
are upcoming

There are several
upcoming United Blood
Services drives sched-
uled in Big Spring.

January 21, New
Hope Christian School,
118 Cedar Road, has
scheduled a blood drive
from 10 a.m. until 6
p.m.

January 22 from noon
until 4 p.m., a blobd
drive is set in the Big
Spring Mall.

Then, Jan. 28 from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m., a
blood drive is sched-
uled in the Comanche
Trail Nursing Center,
3200 Parkway.

Blood drives are also
scheduled in February.
From 10 a.m. until 3
p.mn. Feb. 3 a blood
drive will take place in
the Rip Griffin Truck
and Travel Center.
From 8 a.m. until 3:30
p.m. Feb. 17 a blood
drive is set at the VA
Medical Center. And
the last opportunity to
donate blood in
February is from 11
a.m. until 4 p.m. at
Wal-Mart Feb. 21.

To donate blood an
individual must be at
least 18 years old or 17
years old with parent’s
permission and weigh
more than 100 pounds.
Bring a list of all med-
ications currently
being taken to the site.

For more informa-
tion, contact Peggy
Hards at 432-569-5531.
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By STEVE REAGAN

approach.

Staff Writer

FORSAN — School officials
collective
approach works best to ward off

here = hope _the
high utility bills.

In an e

voted during their

=~ said.
they can get cheaper electricity In other business
rates by taking the group (..ctees: '

rt to keep the dis-
trict’s electricity bills at a mini-
mum, the Forsan school board
regular
monthly meeting Monday to join
in with other districts to see if

Agreement

gram.

The Electricity Aggregation
is an agreement
whereby the Texas Association
of School Boards acts as an agent
to find favorable utility rates for
district participating in the pro-

“It’s a way for schools to group
together and negotiate the best
prices they can get,” Forsan
Superintendent Randy Johnson

+ Extended Johnson’s contract
through the 2007-08 school year.

Johnson, who is in the first
year of his contract with Forsan
ISD, originally signed a three-
year pact with the district.

“We just want to thank Randy
for the great job he’s done taking
care of our school district,”
Board President Allen McDowell

said.

school .

Trustees also voted Johnson a 3
percent raise during the meeting.
Approved
accounting firm of Stalling and

the Stanton

’
v 7
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A group of about 30 people pai'ticipated in a march commemorating the birthday of famed civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Monday night. The march traversed Martin Luther King Boulevard, from Gregg Street to FM 700.

HERALD photo/Steve Reagan

Iraq, terrorism, top questions for Rice

By ANNE GEARAN
AP Diplomatic Writer

WASHINGTON —_
Condoleezza Rice pledged
Tuesday to work to mend
ties with allies frayed by
the war in Iraq. "The time
for diplomacy is now," she
told senators at her con-
firmation hearing to
replace Colin Powell as
secretary of state.

Rice insisted that the
administration's actions
in the aftermath of Sept.
11, including wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq,
were "difficult, and neces-
sary and right."

She promised to work to
strengthen ties with old
and new allies.

And, she said in pre-
pared testimony, "If con-
firmed, I will work with
members of Congress,
from both sides of the

aisle, to build a strong

bipartisan consensus
behind America's foreign
policy."

Senate confirmation of
Rice, 50, 'was all but
assured. But she faced
tough questions from

“If confirmed, | will work with
members of Congress, from both
sides of the aisle, to build a strong
bipartisan consensus behind
America'’s foreign policy.”

|

committee Democrats on
her role in U.S. foreign
policy as President Bush's
national security adviser.

"Our first challenge...is
to inspire the American
people and the people of
all free nations to unite in
common cause to solve
common problems," Rice
said. ;

She indicated that work-
ing to spread democracy
through the Middle East
was among these chal-
lenges.

Rice said there remain
"outposts of tyranny” in
the world that require
close attention, citing
North Korea, Iraq, Cuba,
Belarus, Zimbabwe and

Myanmar, also known as
Burma.

"We must remain united
in insisting that Iran and
North Korea -abandon
their nuclear weapons
ambitions and choose
instead the path of peace,”
she said.

Rice also cited her back-
ground, growing up in
Birmingham, Ala. "I am
especially indebted to
those who fought and sac-
rificed in the ciyil rights
movement so that I could
be here today,"” said Rice,
who like Powell, is black.

She praised Powell,
whom she has said she
considers a mentor.

Sen. Richard Lugar, R-

Ind., chairman of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, opened
Tuesday's confirmation
hearing with warm words
about Rice, who has
served a mostly behind-
the-scenes role at the
White House for the past
four years as Bush's
national security adviser.

He said she was "highly
qualified" to meet the for-
eign policy challenges the
United States faces. "We
are grateful that a leader
of her stature is willing to
step forward" and assume
the secretary of state job,
Lugar said.

"Our success-in Iraq is
critical,” the senator told
Rice, saying the Jan. 30
elections must go forward
as scheduled.

Rice said that Bush's
leadership after the Sept.
11 terror attacks has
opened an opportunity "to
help create a balance of
power in the world that
favors freedom."

Spe called the Sept. 11

See RICE, Page 3A

Contact
Reagan at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by
e-mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

Trustees taking collective approach on bills

Herm to be the district’s auditors
for the 2005-06 school year.

» Approved the purchase of
passenger van for the district.
The vehicle will cost just under
$25,000, and will be bought
through TASB’s BuyBoard, a
statewide listing of price quotes,
Johnson said.

Staff - Writer Steve

Forsan
board
taking
its time

By STEVE REAGAN
Staff Writer

FORSAN — School
trustees here continue to
fine-tune  construction
plans recently approved
by district voters.

A $4.9 million bond
issue passed by voters

- last year authorizes the

district to build or
improve several facili-
ties. Among the show-
piece items of the propos-
al are new baseball and
softball fields, a new band
hall almost double the
size of the existing facili-
ty, and a practice gym
and weight-training facil-
ity for the athletic depart-
ment.

Although the money for
these projects is sitting in
the bank, trustees are in
no overwhelming rush to
start cutting checks. In
Superintendent Randy
Johnson’s words, they
want to “cut the fluff” out
of the construction plans
before groundbreaking
begins.

To that end, the school
board met Monday night
with the architectural
firm that designed the
new facilities in an effort
to make sure the district
gets the biggest bang for
the taxpayers’ buck.

Joe Grimes, of Grimes
& Associates of
Wolfforth, gave trustees
an updated estimate of
$4.7 million for the vari-
ous projects, which, in
addition to the exterior
construction projects,
also include items such
as renovations in the sci-
ence lab, more than
$100,000 in computer
technology upgrades, new
carpeting, and a beefed-
up air-conditioning sys-
tem.

In looking at the plans,
however, trustees saw a
few areas where they
might cut costs. For
example, board members
doubt the baseball facility
will need seating for 500,
as called for in the plans.
Also debated was the
need for a press box or
lights at the field.

Board President Allen
McDowell said the
board’s approach should
be to “spend money on
the students, and scrimp

. on the adults.” In other

words, the district should
make sure the spending
priority is more on stu-
dent use than on ancil-
lary items like seating or
press boxes.

“We want to make sure,
especially when we get to
areas like science and

See BOARD, Page 3A
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| Obituaries
“A.P. Smith Jr.

A.P. Smith Jr., 79, of Snyder died Monday, Jan. 17,
2005, at Cogdell Memorial Hospital. Services are 2 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 20, 2005, in the Bell-Cypert-Seale
Funeral Home with Tom Holcomb, Church of Christ
minister, officiating. Burial will be in Hillside
Memorial Gardens.

He was born Dec. 2, 1925, in Dunn and married
Virginia Brunkhurst in Fort Riley, Kan. He was a
World War II veteran, a retired electrician and a mem-
ber of the VFW and the Masonic Lodge.

Survivors include his wife, Virginia Smith of
Snyder; daughters and sons-in-law, Gloria Jean and
Dennis Watson of Big Spring and Jo Ann and Tim
Mitchell. of Fort Worth; sons and daughters-in-law,
“Butch” and Jean Smith of Carlsbad, N.M., Curtis and
Marilyn Smith of Benicia, Calif., Terry and Billie
Smith of Benicia, Calif., Tommy and Cheryl Smith of
Fairfield, Calif.; sister, Chloie Roberts of Kermit;
brother-in-law, Bobby Meese of Oklahoma City; 24
grandchildren; and 46 great-grandchildren.

Arrangments are under the dlrectlon of Bell-Cypert-
Seale Funeral Home.

Sitty Ashley Landers

Sitty Ashley Landers, longtime resident of Big
Spring, died in her home in San Marcos Sunday, Jan.
16, 2005.

David Anthony Juarez

David Anthony Juarez, infant son of Anthony and
Kim Juarez, died Monday, Jan. 17, 2005. Services are
pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m.
today:

* LYNDON TRENT FRALEY, 44, of 1603 Todd Road,
was arrested Monday on a Hale County warrant.

* OSCAR VELASQUEZ JR., 30, of 1309 Princeton,
was arrested Monday on two local warrants.

« FELICIA KAY VALENCIA, 36, of 1511 Wood, was
arrested Monday on a charge of driving while license
suspended.

« RICHARD FLORES, 51, of 1200 Wood, was arrest-

_ed Monday on two local warrants and a charge of dri-
ving while license suspended enhanced.

« BRANDON EDWARDS, 18, of 807 E. 15th Street,
was arrested Monday on a charge of minor in con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage.

« SHANE THOMAS ESTES, 22, of 5905 N. Service
Road, was arrested Monday on a charge of driving
while license suspended and a citation for no insur-
ance.

» DAVID RIOS, 18, of 800 Creighton, was arrested
Tuesday on two local capias warrants.

« THEFT was reported:

- in the 300 block of Gregg Street.

- in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.

« DISORDERLY CONDUCT was reported in the
1100 block of Gregg Street.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 1600 block of Bluebird.

« ASSAULT CLASS C/FAMILY VIOLENCE was
reported in the 200 block of Jefferson.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Office reported the fol-
lowing activity: '

« DAVID LEE CAMPBELL, 44, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of driving while intoxicated
- second offense - judgment.

« RUBEN MATA MUNIZ, 23, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of driving while intoxicated
- second offense - judgment.

« JAMIE RAE SMITH, 28, was transferred to the
county jail Friday by the BSPD on a warrant for dri-
ving while license suspended/invalid.

« BELINDA CHAVARRIA, 26, was transferred to
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of dri-
ving while license suspended/invalid.

« SUSIE LOPEZ MAGALLANES, 23, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a
charge of wrong/fictitious license plate.

* DEREK TARVER MOFFETT, 25, was transferred
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while license suspended/invalid.

« MARTIN G. CASTANEDA, 42, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on a charge of failure to appear.

« DONALD DAVIS, 29, was arrested Friday on a
judgment for driving while license suspended.

« KHRISTY ANNE MCMAHAN, 37, was transferred
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of
no liability insurance and forgery of a financial
instrument.

« JANIE AGUILAR, 38, was transferred to the coun-
ty jail Sunday by the BSPD on charges of bondsman
off of bond for driving while license suspended and
failure to identify and a charge of driving while
license suspended/invalid - enhanced.

- DEBRA RENEE SHAEFFER, 36, was transferred
to the county jail Sunday by the BSPD on a charge of
credit card abuse.

« ROBBY CARROLL ATKINSON, 33, was arrested
Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of possession of drug
paraphernalia.

« IRENE PAREDEZ FLORES, 30, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of bondsman off of
bond for possession of drug paraphernalia.

*« DAVID ARGUELLO JR., 23, was arrested Monday
by the HCSO on a judgment for criminal mischief.

For all of your news, sports
and
local information

Fire

The Big Spring Fire Department reported the follow-
ing activity:

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of
Virginia at 8:36 a.m. Friday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of LAN-
CASTER at 12:21 p.m. Friday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 4100 block of Dixon
at 4:22 p.m. Friday. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87 at 3:39 p.m. Friday. One person was trans-
ported to the Big Spring VAMC.

+ MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of W.
Second Street at 10:30 p.m. Friday. One person was
transported to SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.

" Highway 87 at 1:15 a.m. Saturday. One person was

transported to the Big Spring VAMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1200
block of Runnels at 3:47 a.m. Saturday. One person
was transported to SMMC.

* TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported in the 1200
block of Sheppard at 4:04 a.m. Saturday. One person
was transported to SMMC.

 MEDICAL was reported in the 3700 block of
HATCH at 5:34 p.m. Saturday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1700 block of Settles
at 10:31 p.m. Saturday. One person was transported to
SMMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 1700 block of Settles
at 4:16 a.m. Saturday. Two people were transported to
SMMC. ‘

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87 at 1:13 a.m. Saturday. One person was
transported. to the Big Spring VAMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87 at 3:10 p.m. Saturday. One person was
transported to the Big Spring VAMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of
Virginia at 6:04 p.m. Saturday. Service was refused.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 1700 block of Settles
at 4:16 a.m. Sunday. Two people were transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 2000 block of Gregg
Street at 2:23 a.m. Sunday. One person was transport-
ed to SMMC.

» MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of Utah
at 2:54 p.m. Sunday. Service was refused. ‘

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1000 block of E. 12th
Street at 2:45 a.m. Monday. One person was-transport-
ed to the Big Spring VAMC.

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1400 block of E. 16th
Street at 11:24 a.m. Monday. One person was trans-
ported to the Big Spring VAMC.

* TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block of
Parkway at 4:14 p.m. Monday. One person was trans-
ported to SMMC.

« TRAUMA was reported in the 3200 block. of.
Parkway at 1:28 p.m. Monday. One person was trans-:
ported to SMMC. 1 350

* MEDICAL was reported in the 1500 block of Av1on
at 11:58 p.m. Monday. One person was transported to
SMMC.

« MEDICAL was reported in the 1300 block of W.
Second Street at 1:14 a.m. Monday. One person was
transported to SMMC.

» MEDICAL was reported in the 1800 block of N.
Highway 87 at 5:34 a.m. Monday. One person was
transported to the Big Spring VAMC.

Take note

Q YELLOWDOG DARE DEVILS RELAY FOR
LIFE FUND-RASIER offers individual-sized, heart-
shaped cakes with a Valentine’'s message for $4. Order
and prepay before Feb. 9. Call the bus barn at 264-4108.

Q FRIENDS OF THE MARTIN COUNTY
LIBRARY have scheduled a used book sale from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m. Thursday in the new building across
from the White Ford Motor Company, near the post
office. The sale benefis the restoration of a library
building. For more information contact Bud Lindsey
at 756-2306.

Q THE BIG SPRING ART ASSOCIATION MEET-
ING BEGINNING AT 7 P.M. TODAY will feature a
video-taped program by Jerry Yarnell on the topic of
painting grass in landscapes. Photographer Bruce
Schooler is the artist of the month. He will serve as
host of the meéting, which takes place in the basement
of the Howard County Library.

QO THE FIRST MASTER GARDENER’S CLASS is
set for 5:30 p.m. today in room C-13 at the back of the
Big Spring Mall. Cost for the course that meets once a
week from mid-January to mid-May is $75 and two
scholarships are available. For more information, con-
tact Kathy Lusk at the Big Spring Mall, 267-3853 or the
Howard County Cooperative Extension office, 264-2236.

Q A FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR 6-
WEEK-OLD MAGGIE VASQUEZ TO ASSIST WITH
THE EXPENSES OF A KIDNEY TRANSPLANT. She
is the daughter of Susan Vasquez and Steve Nail of Big
Spring. Maggie was born prematurely and suffers
from kidney failure. She remains in Dallas Children’s
Hospital undergoing daily dialysis treatment until the
transplant match is found and the surgery performed.
The account number at the bank is 9013091. For more
information, contact Parks Convienent Store at 263-
4498 or Denise 816-1539.

QO THE HARLEM AMBASSADORS BASKETBALL

TEAM has an exhibition game set for 7 p.m. Friday in.

the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum as a Rotary Club of Big
Spring fund-raiser. Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for
students and $1 for children with an adult. Children

younger than 5 are free. To purchase a ticket contact

the YMCA, 267-8234 or the coliseum at 264-5040.

Q CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or emall
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

+ Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

o A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394-
4835 for more information.

« Big Spring Band Boosters meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
high school band hall. All band parents are invited
to attend.

« Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. for din-
ner with a meeting to follow at 1st and Goliad streets.
All Masons are welcome to attend.

» Big Spring Art Association meets at 7 p.m. in the
Howard County Library. All working artists and
those interested in &rt are invited to-attend.

« Concerned Citizensfor Big Spring meets at 7 p.m.
in the meetimg room of the Howard County Library,
500 S. Main.

« Big Spring Chapter 67 Order of the Eastern Star
meets at 7:30 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge, 219 Main St.

WEDNESDAY ’

+ Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» Senior Circle meets-at 11 a.m. in the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center classroom for Stretch and
Tone. Call 268-4721. : ‘

« Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

 Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

Correction

A picture of the Howard County Junior Livestock
Show Reserve Champion Lamb incorrectly identified
the winner and buyer. The information with the pic-
ture should have read: Wendell Walker, representing
Co-Op Gin of Big Spring, poses with Brittnee Nix
whose lamb took the title of Reserve Grand Champion
during the Howard County Junior Livestock Show.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 7-14-20-35-37.
Number matching five of five: 1.
Prize per winner: $35,526.
Winning tickets sold in: Houston.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tonight.
[ X X J
Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:
Winning numbers drawn: 1-8-17-24. Bonus Ball: 21.
Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 1.
Prize: $200,000.
Winning ticket sold in: Fort Worth.
Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawing:
$200,000.
o000
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night:
2-3-4
XY} '
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday after-
noon:
8-7-7

Weather

Today — Decreasing clouds. Highs near 50. South
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Tonight — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Southwest winds 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
North winds 10 to 15 mph.

Wednesday night — Mostly clear. Lows in the mid
30s. North winé@s near 10 mph.

Thursday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 60s.
North winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Friday — Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.

Friday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Saturday — Mostly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Saturday night — Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.

Sunday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.

Sunday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Monday — Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.

serine HERALD

www.bigspringherald.com
Reflecting A Proud Community
432-263-7331 432-263-7335
(Main switchboard) (Circulation calls only)
(Fax) 432-264-7205

Susanne Reed Publisher/Advertising Manager............. Ext. 250
John A. Moseley Managing Editor Ext. 230
Angie Worley Circulation Manager..................ceeune.d Ext. 240
Tony Hernandez Production Manager...................c.cee Ext. 256
Dianne Marquez Business Office Manager..................... JExt. 265

The Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce,
West Texas Press Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The
Associated Press, Texas Press Association, Inland Press Association,
National Newspaper Association, Newspaper Association of America,
Small Newspaper Federation, Southern Newspaper Publlshers Association
and American Newspaper Association.

Published aftemoons Monday through Friday and Sunday momings, except Christmas
Day. All materials copyrighted. Postmaster: Send address changes to Big Spring Heraid,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, Texas 79721. Periodicals postage paid at Big Spring, Texas.
USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811

BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: Evenings and Sunday, $8.65 monthly; $93.42
yearly (includes 10% discount for yearty).

MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 monthly Howard & Martin Counties. $13.25 elsewhere.

Bic SPRING
Tuesday, J:

Danny Wrigh
Cookoff. The

Boss

Following
Saturday’s B
held at the 1
in Big Sprin;

First plac
Angelo; se
Mattingley.
place: Mike

Nor

DALLAS (¢
eral investi
found dirty, 1
tions at
Veterans Aff
Center has
institution acs
worst.

An inspeci
report for the

- of Veteral

assessed 80 p
system's
indicators
"fully satisfe
Investigators
VA Center 1
"most patien
bathrooms
were unclea
to The Dal
News' Tuesd
The center
walls "had
grime," and
ers displa
residue su

Continued froi
attacks
moment for
and the worl
"Under th
leadership
Bush," Ric
nation has |
the challer
time: fight
and terror,
the blessing

- and prosper

BOARI

Continued fro

technology
got to mak
the studen
said. “Theb
ing this ve
make surt
wasteful.”

Further p
are likely i
ahead befoi




,

Bic SPRING HERALD

Tuesday, January 18, 2005

LOCAL/STATE

in Big Spring:

Angelo; second

Following are .the winners from
Saturday’s Boss Hog Chili Cookoff
held at the Harley-Davidson Shop

First place: Tom Jones, San
place:
Mattingley. Big Spring;
place: Mike Lindsey, Big Spring;

a

Danny Wright, left, chops garlic while teammate Jeff. Thompson looks on at Saturday mornlng s Boss Hogg Chili
Cookoff. The pair tout their chili.cooking team as “Two Fat Guys Plus Two.”

Boss Hogg Chili Cookoff winners announced

fourth place: Tripp gibbs and Dub place: -
Grigg, Big Spring; fifth place Mike
Calvio, Big Spring; sixth place:

Jeremy Klaus, Big Spring; seventh First

place: Max Green, Big Spring;
Steve eighth place: Dalton and .Carol
third Lewis, Big Spring; ninth place:
Mike Lindsey, Big Spring; 10th

Spring.

Thompson, Big Spring.
Showmanship Division

Amarillo;
American Cabinet, Big Spring;
third place: Tata and Mema's: Big

HERALD photo/Th

Dean Wright and Jeff

place: Buffalo Girls,
second place: All-

North Texas VA is nation’s worst

DALLAS (AP) — A fed-
eral investigation that

found dirty, unsafe condi- *

tions at the Dallas
Veterans Affairs Medical
Center has ranked the
institution as the nation's
worst.

An inspector general's'

report for the Department
of Veterans Affairs
assessed 80 percent of the
system's performance
indicators below  the
"fully satisfactory" level.
Investigators at the Dallas
VA Center reported that
"most patient rooms and
bathrooms we inspected
were unclean.," according
to The Dallas Morning
News' Tuesday editions.
The center's floors and
walls
grime," and some stretch-
ers displayed "dried
residue

RICE

Continued from Pge 1A

attacks "a defining
moment for our nation
and the world."

"Under the vision and
leadership of President
Bush,” Rice said, "our
nation has risen to meet
the challenges of our
time: fighting tyranny
and terror, and securing
the blessings of freedom
and prosperity for a new

BOARD

Continued from Page 1A

technology, that we've
got to make it right for
the students,” Johnson

said. “The board is watch-

ing this very closely to
make sure we're not
wasteful.”

Further plan revisions
are likely in the months
ahead before actual con-

fzza |

Tuesday |
Senior Buﬂot |

"had buildups of of the 1.G.,

suggestive of

body fluids," investigators
said.

* Those in charge of the
North Texas Health Care
System's flagship "did not
maintain a consistently
clean and safe environ-

ment,” according to inves-

tigators, who said they
found no evidence of a
plan for better manage-
ment.

Hospital officials con-
tend they already have
eliminated most of the
problems identified in the
report, which was
released late last year.
Wednesday is the dead-
line for the system's for-
mal written response to
the inspector general.

"Frankly, that's the job
said Dr.
Robert Cronin, the sys-
tem's chief of staff, of the
report. "They don't come

and give you a pat on the
back and say you're doing
a great job. We got the
message. We're working
hard to correct those
things. ... We've added a
number of people to help
us get the job done."

The hospital complex,
which covers 84 acres in
South Dallas, is the center
of a system that serves 38
counties in Texas and two
in Oklahoma, with more
than 13,000 admissions
and almost 626,000 outpa-
tient visits last year.

The North Texas VA
system director, Alan G.
Harper, recently left the
position after 14 years.
But no conclusions
should be drawn from the
timing of the inspector
general's " report and
Harper's departure, said
Allen Clark, public affairs

officer.

Dirty ~ intravenous
pumps, insufficient med-
ication refvigeration and
exposed electrical connec-

tions in patient bath-
rooms were among short-
comings cited .in the
inspector general's report.
"It's the worst VA ['ve
been in," said Army veter-
an Joe Hillyard, who has
been treated at five veter-
ans hospitals for post-
traumatic stress disorder.
Hillyard, 48, of
Waxahachie complained
of long waits to see a doc-
tor and delays in the fill-
ing of prescriptions at the
Dallas medical center.
However, patient Jim
Neatherlin supported the
hospital and its staff.
"They always treated me
real nice," said
Neatherlin, 80, of Paris.

generation."
Sen. Joseph Biden of
Delaware, the commit-
tee's senior Democrat,

' praised Rice but noted,

"relations with many of

our oldest friends are
quite frankly scrapmg the
bottom right now."

He said the Bush admin-
istration must learn to act
"with humility as well as
force."

"The time for diplomacy
is long overdue,” he told

struction begins, Johnson
said. No actual date for
groundbreaking has been
set, although officials
hope construction on the
exterior projects begins
before the end of the cur-
rent school year. Interior

Rice said she recognized
that "America's relations
with the world's global
powers will be critical."

"Our interaction with
the rest of the world must
be a conversation, not a
monologue,” she said.

Both Republican and
Democratic senators said
that they expected Rice to
easily win enough votes
for Senate confirmation.
They also said they
expected tough question-
ing. The session offered a

projects will have to wait
for the summer months,
Johnson said.

Contact Staff- Writer
Steve Reagan at 263-7331
ext. 234 or by e-mail at
reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com
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rare opportunity to ask
the president's most trust-
ed national security
adviser about her views
and her role in combat-
ting terrorism, planning
for war in Iraq and the
treatment of terrorism
detainees.

Turning to the Middle
East, Rice said "the stakes
could not be higher."

"As long as the broader
Middle East remains a
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DA’s history
pointed at past
drug problems

By ANGELA K. BROWN
Associated Press Writer

PAMPA — Four years
after a tough-on-drugs
campaign won him the
district attorney's office,
Richard "Rick" Roach
faces federal drug and
weapons charges that
threaten fo sénd him to
prison and end his politi-
cal career.

Law, officers sealed the
indictment against
Roach, but details could
surface Tuesday at a
hearing in . Amarillo,
about 50 miles southwest
of Pampa. The
Republican  prosecutor
has been jailed since his
arrest last week on
charges of possession of
methamphetamine,
cocaine and unlawful pos-
session of weapons by a
drug addict.

Folks in the Texas
Panhandle counties he
represents say Roach's
erratic and aggressive
behavior seemed worse
over the past several
months, but few suspect-
ed drug use, even though
he had dropped about 30

pounds and his' skin

became sallow.

Last fall at his twin
sons' high school football
games in neighboring
Miami, Roach was the
only person—standing in
the bleachers, vyelling
curse words at referees
and opposing teams and
making those around him
uncomfortable.

In December, he
appeared "wired" during a
court, hearing, . fumbling
through papers and
repeating what defense
lawyers said until a judge
told him to be quiet, said
attorney John Mann, the
incumbent district attor-
ney who lost to Roach in
2000.

Outside another court-
room last month, Roach
was jumpy and couldn't
carry on a coherent con-
versation, prompting sev-
eral courthouse employ-
ees to speculate that he
was "on something,” said
Leslie Breeding, the
Roberts County attorney.

"There have been
rumors for years, but this
time it was so pro-
region of tvranny and
despair-and anger, it will
produce extremists and
movements that threaten
the safety of Americans
and our friends," she said.
Rice's previous
Washington jobs, includ-
ing a stint as a foreign
policy adviser for Bush's
father, President George
H.W. Bush, did not
require Senate confirma-
tion and the intense

nounced and so obvious it
really couldn't be
ignored," Breeding said.

Roach's attorney,  Bill
Kelly, declined to com
ment.

Rebecca Bailey, a secre-
tary in Roach's office,
said she saw him use
methamphetamine at an
apartment twice in the
last month, and just two
weeks ago saw him take
the drug out of his office
desk and prepare to use it
before she left the room.
Her statement is in a
signed affidavit filed after
Roach's arrest as part of a
petition by Gray County
Attorney Joshua
Seabourn to have Roach
removed from office.

Bailey and others who
work in Roach's Pampa
office declined to com-
ment for this story.

David Holmes, an assis-
tant prosecutor under
Roach between 2001 and
2003, said he never sus-
pected drug use. He said
Roach at times was
friendly and talked about
his Christianity — he
even sang a few times in
a gospel music band.

But more often Roach
was demeaning, control-
ling and paranoid, he
said. Roach started lock-
ing the main door at his
courthouse office, requir-
ing any visitor to knock
before seeing the recep
tionist.  Everv Friday
afternoon. he sent his
staff home and staved
alone in the office, where
he Kkept several loaded
handguns.

In the .counties Roiich
serves — Gray, Roberts,
Hemphill, Lips¢omb. and
Wheeler -— most criminal
prosecutions are drug
related. Roach prioritized
the cases, even over sexu-
al assaults and other
felonies, and demanded
prison terms of up to 99
years for drug offenders,
Holmes said.

Roach rarely tried cases
himself, but he kept tight
reins on his assistants to
make sure they were
tough, Holmes said.

“In my opinion, his
position on drugs was
politically motivated to
make him look good,"
said Holmes.
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County officials
take right steps
on jail project

t's a first step, but only a first step. Howard

County commissioners began the actual process

of building a new jail during their meeting last

week, voting unanimously to retain architect
Phil Furqueron for the design and construction of the
projected $5 million facility.

In addition to Furqueron’'s firm, commissioners
retained HOK Justice of Dallas and Parkhill-Smith
and Cooper of Lubbock and Midland, to begin a five-
step process to construct the new jail.

There are naysayers, however, who have already
begun the process of criticizing the project, doing
their best to make it seem that county officials haven't
given enough thought to the project. ~

However, it is clear to us that the commissioners
court and Sheriff Dale Walker have given a great deal
of thought and study to the project and are just as
clearly going to give it much more.

Furqueron made it clear last week that officials will
be looking at the area and the demand on the facility,
which will involve studies collected by the sheriff’s
office and state officials, as well as information gath-
ered by his firm and the other companies involved.

Walker noted that authorities are now in the pre-
architectural planning stage and that a lot of study
has already been done. “We’ve been collecting data,”
he noted, “but it hasn’t been analyzed yet.”

Furqueron said once it's determined how large the
facility will have to be to meet commissioner’s goals,
they will move into the second stage — site selection
and planning.

Consideration of a new jail facility began more than
a year ago when commissioners identified jail over-
crowding and non-compliance with state jail laws as
an ongoing problem.

The county spent $108,000 on housing female
inmates at-other facilities in 2002-2003, while fees on
male inmates accounted for $187,000 -of the budget
because of jail overcrowding.

Clearly, a new jail is needed and we believe com-
missioners and the sheriff are to be commended on
the measured and well-planned manner in which they
are approaching the project.

How To ContacT UsS

The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

» By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk@crcom.net. .

» By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

« Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes. :

* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publjéation to one letter per
30-day period per author.

« Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

‘A SMALL PRAYER

e

by K. Rae Anderson

Dear Lord, may we not act before we think of You.
Amen

CBS and the Holy Grail fiasco

roducer Mary Mapes and
the crew at “60 Minutes
Wednesday” viewed their
segment on President
Bush receiving special treatment
in the Texas Air National Guard
as the “Holy Grail,”
before it aired last
September. Mapes
was right. The story
is just like King
Arthur’s Holy Grail:
the stuff of legend.

That’s my take on a
report by former U.S.
Attorney General
Dick Thornburgh and
former Associated
Press President Louis
Boccardi, which CBS
commissioned after
the expose melted down. The Dan
Rather story purported to show
that one former National Guard
officer was pressured to “sugar-
coat” Bush'’s record. Instead, the
story showed that “60 Minutes”
was onr an ill-fated crusade.

Mapes’ quest for the grail began
in 1999, when she looked into alle-
gations that Bush pere’s political
connections got Bush into the
National Guard despite a waiting
list. “Significantly,” the report
noted, “Mapes indicated in the
April 1999 e-mail that she had
been informed that there was no
waiting list for President Bush's
TexANG unit at the time he
entered.” Maj. Gen. Bobby Hodges
told her that the Guard was “hurt-
ing for pilots at that time.”

No waiting list. No story.

But five years later, Mapes had
rejoined the crusade. She contact-
ed a Bush-hating blogger, who told
her she believed that a retired Lt.
Col. Bill Burkett had a classified
document damaging to Bush.
Mapes began courting Burkett,
apparently undeterred by that fact
that he had a history of changing
his story. ‘

In 2000, Burkett had told an
author and a blogger that he was
sent to Panama as punishment for
refusing to falsify records on

DEBRA
SAUNDERS

Bush. Later, he told the Houston
Chronicle that wasn’t accurate.

In 2000, Burkett also spread the
story that he had overheard a con-
ference call on a speaker phone
between National Guard brass and
staff for then-Gov. George W. Bush
about “scrubbing” Bush docu-
ments . In 2004, Burkett added a
new twist when he told the Dallas
Morning News that he saw Bush
documents in a waste can.

Think about his story: Guard
brass and the Bushies were so
dumb they left a door open during
a speaker-phone conference call as
they planned a cover-up, and
instead of shredding or burning
the documents, they threw them
in the trash. Somehow, none of
those documents made the papers
during the 2000 election. God '
works in mysterious ways.

When Mapes and a colleague met
with Burkett, he didn’t hand them
a smoking gun from the scrubbed
documents. No, in a new twist, he
handed them copies of documents
purportedly written by the late Lt.
Col. Jerry Killian.

Documents from a dead guy, not
the official papers that first inter-
ested them — and Mapes and com-
pany still believed. Talk about
faith.

Burkett gave different explana-
tions as to how he got the docu-
ments. No problem-o. All four
experts hired to authenticate the
documents refused to do so,
although one authenticated
Killian’s signature. Two, however,
warned that the documents had
big problems. Mapes ignored
them. She only saw her Holy
Grail.

Burkett had told the CBS crew
that he wanted to be a paid con-
sultant and that he wanted the
network to provide him protection
and, if necessary, pay to relocate
his family. Still, CBS put its repu-

—tation-in-his hands.

Burkett also wanted Mapes to
put him in touch with John Kerry
campaign biggies so that Burkett
could tell them how he thought

INC.

by the Swift Boat Veterans for
Truth. Mapes delivered. ,

Thornburgh and Boccardi
summed up her call to Kerry
adviser Joe Lockhart as “a clear
conflict of interest that created the
appearance of political bias.” But
they refused to “concludg that a
political agenda at ‘60 Mmuteg
Wednesday’ drove either the time
or the airing of the segment or its
content.”

Meanwhile, they provided plenty
of ammo for those who see bias.
There were the men who were
cited as authorities on air, even
though they had no personal
knowledge of the documents.
There were the voices that contra-
dicted Burkett — Killian’s wife,
son and superior officer — but
who were left out of the story or
misrepresented. Not only did the
show not heed experts who
warned that the documents were
dicey — it told the public these
experts authenticated the papers.

Worse, there was no voice of rea-
son that questioned how CBS got
information in a week that a pack

" of journalists had tried to unearth

for years.

The worst of it is that Mapes,
Rather and company saw this as
the “Holy Grail” — when it was-a
nothing story.

As the report noted, even those
who served with Bush had widely
disparate views of his service.
Some said Bush had a free ride,
others that he was an exemplary
officer. News organizations
already had reported information
that supported those who believe
Bush slacked off. This one 30-
years-cold tidbit — if it were true
— would have changed nothing.
That’s Mapes’ Holy Grail.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Inside report: Bush’s new aide

t took personal pleas from his
Harvard Business School
classmate, George W. Bush,
to convince Indiana industri-
alist Al Hubbard to become head
of the White House
National Economic
Council. Previously,
Hubbard had turned
down all offers from
President Bush.

The Hubbard choice
was heralded in
Republican and busi-
ness circles as one of
President Bush's best
nominations in the
second term recon-
struction of his
administration. However, it
caused some distress at the White
House, where Hubbard comes in
as an influential policymaker with
access to the president. His prede-
cessor, New York investment
banker Stephen Friedman, did not
make much of a stir over the last
two years.

A footnote: Hubbard is expected
to play a major role in building
‘support for Social Security reform,
which has not generated enthusi-
asm among Republican-oriented
business lobbyists.

Minority Whip Steny Hoyer of
Maryland, second-ranking
Democrat in the House, is support-
ing a former colleague, moderate
ex-Rep. Martin Frost of Texas, for
Democratic National Chairman.

Frost is a former Democratic
Caucus chairman who unsuccess-
fully opposed Rep. Nancy Pelosi of
California for minority leader on
grounds that she was too liberal.
Frost was defeated for re-election
last fall, a victim of Republican
redistricting in Texas.

Howard Dean recently visited

ROBERT
Novak

Hoyer in search of support for the
national chairmanship, citing the
names of 700,000 contributors he
had collected in his campaign for
the presidential nomination.
Hoyer responded that Dean would
be performing a useful service if
he turned those names over to the
party.

Sen. Trent Lott, who was
thought to be ready to leave the
Senate after being pressured into
resigning as majority leader two
years ago, is now considered like-
ly to seek re-election in
Mississippi next year.

After Lott got in trouble with a
joking remark about Strom
Thurmond’s 1948 presidential cam-
paign, he was bitter at lack of sup-
port from President Bush.
However, Lott has enjoyed being a
senator freed from his leadership
role.

Lott’s re-election would virtually
guarantee keeping the Senate seat
in Republican hands. If he stepped
down, Democrats would make a
strong bid. Two former
Democratic governors, Ronnie
Musgrove and Ray Mabus, would
be hard to beat. The most likely
Republican candidate to replace
Lott would be Rep. Chip
Pickering, who has never run
statewide.

More than a dozen conservative
groups have joined to launch a
campaign to end organized labor’s
70-year-old exemption from anti-
violence prohibitions under feder-
al racketeering laws.

The coalition is getting behind a
new bill introduced by Republican
Congressman Joe Wilson of South
Carolina. The measure would
overrule a landmark 1973 Supreme
Court decision confirming that-

union violence cannot be prosecut-
ed under the racketeering statute
if it is done in pursuit of legiti-
mate union objectives.

In promoting Wilson'’s bill, con-
servatives are aiming at individ-
ual union members who complain
about being intimidated by the
union leadership. Conservatives
want to protect the 40 percent of
union members who voted for
George W. Bush from union lead-
ers, who send 96 percent of their
political contributions to
Democrats.

An “alternative inaugural ball”
scheduled in Washington for Jan.
20 appears to have lost its top two
attractions: Sen. Barack Obama of
Illinois and former Vermont Gov.
Howard Dean.

Obama and Dean were featured
in mailings sent to Democratic
contributors for the event at the
National Press Club. However,
fund-raiser Ted Westervelt told
this column that Obama, original-
ly pencilled in, has become a
“maybe.” Dean has been removed
entirely because, said Westervelt,
“he decided he had to do other
things because of his run” for
chairman of the Democratic
National Committee.

Sen. Hillary Clinton of New York
promised only to “drop by” the
event briefly. The one absolutely
certain guest is Rep. Barney
Frank of Massachusetts. Elizabeth
Edwards (wife of 2004 vice-presi-
dential nominee John Edwards)
and talk-show host Al Franken
will likely attend. .. *

To find out more about Robert D.
Novak and read his past columns,
visit the Creators Syndicate web
page at-wwuw.creators.com.
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HC students display art work at

By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Features Editor

Two Howard College
students have been select-
ed to display their art
work in the Austin office
of State Sen. Kel Seliger
(R-Amarillo).

Anastacia De Los
Santos’ clay sculpture,
“Couch Potatoes,” and
Andrea Torres graphite,
still life drawing will join
the original art work of
other college and univer-
sity  students - within
Senate District 31 in an
art-on-loan program.

“Two pieces of art work
from each school's art
department were chosen
to be displayed in Austin,
A variety of subjects and
mediums - display the
diversity and talent of the
artists in West Texas,”
said Becky Smiley, asso-
ciate professor of art for
Howard College.

De Los Santos, 22, of Big
Spring, is a general stud-
ies student at Howard
College with an eye on
business and marketing.
She plans to attend
McMurry University and
enter the field of real
estate.

“Art is a hobby of mine
as well as a love and a
passion. I've been study-
ing art for seven years,”
De Los Santos said. She
added she studied with
Judy Tereletsky at Big
Spring high School.

- Married to Michael
Garcia, she has a 5-year-

B

old son,
Arturo
Garcia.
“My son
and I paint
together. I
have a cor-
ner in my
bedroom

where my .

easel s - gof ANASTACIA
up. When 1 DE Los
paint, I give SANTOS

him water
colors and paper and he
paints, too,” she said.

De Los Santos said land-
scapes are her strength,
and she intends to contin-
ue taking art lessons. One
of her goals is to open a

gallery, either in Big
Spring or in Abilene
when she attends the uni-
versity. :

“Painting keeps ~me

away from the busy life,
the nonsense. It calms me
down and gives me seren-
ity.” she said.

Andrea Torres, 18, is
also from Big Spring. She
won a fourth-grade con-
test that entered her art
work in the 1996 state
mmpetmon

“I like being creative
and all the possibilities

creativity gives,” Torres
said.
A middle daughter,

Torres is a 2004 graduate
from BSHS, where she
also studied art with
Tereletsky. She has a 23-
year-old sister and a 12-
year-old sister.

She plans to attend the

Tips for organizing bathroom space

All too many of us have
been victims of clutter —
when no amount of clean-
ing or organizing can
help that inevitable mess
from reappearing.

Before you throw in the
towel, learn to develop an
organizing system, that
suits your lifestyle and
eliminate clutter for good.

According to Julie
Morgenstern, author of
New York Times best sell-
er “Organizing from the
Inside Out,”

“Organizing from the
outside in fails time after
time because it doesn’t
take into account how
you think, relate to the
world, pace yourself or
like to operate — the total
picture of yourself that
your organizing system
should ultimately
reflect.”

Organizing a whole
house at once can be a
very daunting task.
Instead, try organizing
only one room at a time.
According to
M~rrgenstern, the bath-
room is a great place to
practice your organizing
skills because it is gener-
ally the smallest room
and does not require
much effort to get it
under control. Since you
use your bathroom every
day, you will benefit from
your organization efforts
daily — giving you the
momentum to move on to
other rooms of the house.

These are some helpful
tips from Julie
Morgenstern on how to
organize your bathroom:

. Toss out anything
that is old or you don’t
use, such as expired med-
icines, half — used bot-
tles, rusty nail clippers or
tweezers and old tooth-
brushes.

. Consider. putting
medicines in the linen
closet, not the medicine
chest. Reserve the medi-
cine chest for items you

A shower caddy organizes
personal hygiene items and
eliminates clutter.

use every day, such as
grooming products.

. Keep all related
products together. For
example, store your blow
dryer and other hair
styling products in a
caddy mounted on the
wall or a cabinet door.
This gives you easy
access to supplies and
helps avoid last-minute,
frantic searches.

. Assign a place for
each person’s belongings.
For example, hang a hook
for each person outside of
the shower/tub area for
his or her current towel
and supplies.

. Clean up the clut-
ter on the edges of your
shower by mounting a
shower caddy on the wall
to store all your shower
products.

The 3M mounted bath-
room accessories shower
caddy works especially
well because it wuses
Command water-resistant
strips that hold strong in
cold, hot, wet and humid
environments but come
off cleanly when it’s time
to take down, cloan or
reposition.

Keep these tips in mind
and you may find that
organizing your bath-
room, and the rest of your
home, can be surprisingly
simple.

North American Prects
Syndicate Inc.

. Big

& Washer - Dryer Caonn.
2-3 Bedroom

Coronado Hi'':

qudroom - $350 + 2 Bedroom - $450 ¢ 3 Bedroom - $550

801 W. Marcy ¢ 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720 ,

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking

"Remmbcr Jou deserve the best!!”

Apartments

5A
state capitol
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University g

of North

Texas.
“1

have

liked to
draw my
whole life. I
hope to be
an interior
designer,”
she said.

Torres

. said her cre-
AtIVILY 1S NOt smmm—em—
restricted to art projects.
She also creates
Christmas costumes and
enjoys decorating.

“I like to draw more
than I like to paint and I
don’t like doing portraits.
I really like using char-
coal,” she said.

The art work will be dis-
played in the senator’s
office through June.

ANDREA
TORRES

Marsha Sturdivant is
the features editor for the
. Spring  Herald.
Contact her at 263-7331 or
e-mail lifew bigspringher-
ald.com.

bowe »

Herald photos /Marsha Styrdivant

Top right photo, Andrea
Torres, left and Anastacia
De Los Santos prepare their
art work that will be dis-
played in State Sen. Kel
Seliger's office in Austin.
Above, the graphite still life
drawing by Torres, and
right, “Couch Potatoes” a
clay sculpture by De Los
Santos. Part of an art-on-
loan program, the works will
remain on display through
June.
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FAST CASH

ON INCOME TAX
TAX REFUND LOAN WITHIN 24 HRS.*
CALL 264-6134

TAX ASSOCIATES

406 RUNNELS ST.
ACROSS FROM BARGAIN MART
“SE HABLA ESPANOL”

‘WITH RAL APPROVAL
® ® ® ® ® ® O ® ® O O ® S OO See e e 0

Tax Preparation Starting at
*59

Ger Tax Rerunps FAST

E-File Available
At No Charge

. H&R BLOCK®

tax, mortgage and financial services

1512 S. Gregg

Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel 432-263-1931

Fax 432-263-1402
jrichmond@hrblock.com

www.hrblock.com

A &L

Suporior Tax rogaration
@ 24 Hosur Tax @

Fast Tax Preparation
Anytime, Day or Night

Call 520-1546

Tax Preparation * Electronic Filing
Refund Anticipation Loans

Office Location:

4500 W. Illinois, Suite 214B, Midland
Extended Hours (Jan. 24 - March 6)
8am-9am M-F
1-5 Saturday, 2-5 Sunday
Standard Office Hours During The
Rest Of Tax Season

OR
Any -day or night
with an QQQigtmggg

A

Diane Viera, Manager
110 West 3rd * Big Spring

263-1138
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30

(T
» ———  Sat. 8:00-12:00

Evening Hours Vary

.
;
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While the kitchen is
considered the “heart” of
the home, the bathroom is
quickly becoming the
“soul,” as homeowners
transform their bath-
rooms into spalike envi-
ronments for quick, pri-
vate rejuvenating
retreats.

The greatest escapes —
luxurious showers — pro-
vide a more exhilarating,
efficient alternative to
whirlpool baths.

Homeowners can reju-
venate their bodies and
minds by stepping into
luxurious, glass-enclosed
shower environments
bejeweled with ornamen-
tal tiles.

The showers feature
multifunction shower-
heads, body sprays and
jets, state-of-the-art ther-
mostat  controls and
steam.

To help - consumers
obtain' the ultimate in
bathroom relaxation,
Basco, a company with a
50-year legacy of manu-
facturing quality cus-
tomized shower doors and
a leading name in the
industry, introduced the
first consumer-friendly
line of high-end, spalike

shower environments,
Celesta . Luxury Glass
Enclosures(r).

Whether homeowners
want a calming oasis or a
luxurious showplace,
these enclosures help ful-
fill that desire by trans-
forming dream bathrooms
into reality.

“With Celesta, home-
owners can add multiple
showerheads, steam units
and other spa features
that don’t require filling a
tub. They can be enjoyed
quickly and more often
than whirlpool tubs,”
reports George W. Rohde,
president of Basco. “It’s
also easier to maintain,
only 15 seconds to clean,
no motors to break and it
works in small spaces.”

Robyn Waters, presi-
dent of RW Trend, LLC, a
trend-consulting compa-
ny, gives her forecast for
bathroom design —

Bigger Is Better

Today’s homes are
devoting more square
footage than ever to bath-
rooms. Frequently, a mas-
ter bath becomes a well-
thought-out extension of
the master bedroom suite,
reflecting the homeown-
er’s personal tastes.

Color Rules

Color is a powerful
defining element. When
customizing the bath-
room, color adds a pop of
personality and unique-
ness to the space. Warm
tones, from brushed and
burnished metals and
deep-toned woods to earth
tones in tiles and stones,
are very popular.

Texture Tantalizes

Texture, a key design
detail, adds dimension
and personalization to
bathrooms. Stone, wood

A senior citizen driver
safety course is sched-
uled for 9:30-a.m.until 2
p.m. Thursday and
Friday with a half hour
off for lunch, in the
Spring City Senior-
Citizens Center.

There is a $10 fee for
the books. Most auto
insurance companies
give a.discount on insur-
ance premiums once the
course is completed.

AARP senior citizen driver safety course

To register, call the
senior center at 267-1628.

Class size is limited to
35.
This course is the
nation’s first and largest
classroom refresher for
motorists age 50 and
older. It deals with the
physical changes of the
mature driver and identi-
fies ways that such dri-
vers may compensate for
said changes.

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

Our Community. 5
Our Hospital. i
1601 W. 11th PI.  Big Spring, TX

ay out in the
country, there
lived a school
bus 156, THE GREAT
BIG SCHOOL
BUSdriver named
Michele. She drove a

great big school bus
named 156. Big old 156
was a greaf school bus.
He had shiny wheels
and a very bright yellow
color. He had great big
mirrors on each side.
And he had beautiful
bright, flashing lights.
Have you ever seen a
school bus? Have you
ever ridden on a big
school bus? | hope that

someday you will be
able to ride on old 156.
He loved to take chil-
dren to school! He
loved to carry them
home again after
school, too!

Old 156 had a lot of
friends who were
school busses, also.
But, they were not as
big as he was. Why,
156 could carry every-
one in your family and
your best friend's family
at the same time. One
of his friends was a little
school bus named
Wendy. She was a very,
nice bus, t0o. She ioved
to carry children every-
where. She never had
any trouble getting the
kids to school and back,
until THAT DAY!

“THAT DAY started off
looking like it was going
to be a very nice day.
And the clouds started

Modern bathrooms are becoming spa-like retreats complete

with multiple showerheads and jet streaming tubs or

jacuazzis.

and textured tiles are pop-
ular ways to add interest
to the walls and appoint-
ments. ¢

Let There Be Light

Utilize skylights to
bring the outdoors in and
let natural light flood the
bath or shower. Wall
sconce designs offer a
clean and modern look
and add an interesting air
of sophistication often
missing in the generic

bathroom.

Indirect lighting is also
an effective way to high-
light fresh design and

adds an interesting
dimension to a functional
space.

To learn more about
Celesta Luxury Glass
Enclosures, visit
www.celestabybasco.com.

North American prects
Syndicate Inc.

One-clay seminar set at St. Paul Lutheran Church

A one-day—seminar,
“Crea. . Irom the
beginning — A Biblical
View of the Origins of a
Defiant Culture,” is set
for 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
Jan. 22 in the St. Paul
Lutheran Church parish
hall.

The event . is free and
open to the public and
lunch and child care will
be provided at no charge.

This—seminar is con-~

ducted by the Rev. Steven
Misch, pastor of Good
Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Borger. he has
done extensive research
into the Biblical creation
of the earth.

Call the church office to
make arrangements for
child care or Withany
other questiong_at 267-
7163.

©). GGood Morning
s Donuts & Coffee

We Serve Fresh Donuts & 3
Gourmet Coffee Dally K
TRY OUR P16 ‘N A BLANKET
1307 B GREGG - RIG SPRING. TX
CALL IN ORDERS 432-0264-9445

rolling in. And it started
raining very hard! It
rained

and rained until all of
the roads were very wet
and muddy. And Wendy
‘was carrying a lot of
kids home from school
THAT DAY! Wendy
finally had gotten most
of the kids home safely.
She had to go through
very: deep mud holes.
She had to go through

! imq amogiess . ¥

Sonic Specials Everday
Check Out The Marquee!
~ Sonic #1 Sonic #2

1200 Gregg 601 E. FM 700

Maddening

ve had it. I'm done.
I'm through with

. stuff.

I don’t
want stuff,
I don’t like
stuff and
I'm getting
rid of stuff.

I have
stuff in the
closet. Stuff
in the
floor. Stuff
in the
pantry and
stuff in the ___
drawer.

I do not like iton a
plane. I do not like it on
a train. I will not ever,
ever, buy it again.

Pictures and paintings
and floral decor. I tell
you I'm finished. I can’t
take anymore.

If 1 see one more some-
thing on one more shelf,
I might just take it upon
myself to do something
drastic. I don’t know
what.

Matches and chain-

CHRISTY
ALTON

o e - A ————————

‘stuff’ is out

saws sound fantastic.

I know it sounds a bit
extreme, but after 13
years of stockpiling, I
have not a nook or cran-
ny left in which to
pigeonhole another
thing.

Some of this mess has-
n't seen the light of day
in three-plus years. It’s
obvious that it isn’t nec-
essary to our family
wellness. Talk about
Christmas past.

I found cards from
four years ago!

My New Year’s resolu-
tion is this — Keep it
simple. A

My stuff will be crop-
ping up at the goodwill
shops and the free
clothes bins at laundro-
mats. '

I'm through with stuff
and that’s a fact.

Christy Alton is mother
of two, works full-time
and is married to her
park ranger, Ron.

> Book Review

What goes through the
mind of a criminal pass-
ing the point of no
return? The answer may
be in a new psychological
thriller that reads into
“the madness that can
lead to murder,” accord-
ing to John Philpin,
forensic psychologist.

The book, “One False
Move” (MIRA Books;
$19.95), is by Alex Kava,
an author known for
exploring the depths and
complexities of criminal
behavior through her fic-
tion.

“One False Move” fol-
lows the path of con
woman Melanie Starks,
whose teen-age  son,
Charlie and brother,
Jared are part of a bank
robbery gone wrong:

Benny Boyd

Chevy « Chrysler - Dodge + Jeep

GMC - Pontiac + Buick + Cadillac
1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamesa, TX

866-236-2693

try!" So, up the hill
Wendy headed. She
had only gotten a few
feet when her wheels
started spinning. "What
am | going to do? | must
get these kids home
safely! But | can't get up
this muddy hill!" Pool lit-
tle Wendy was now in
big

trouble!

Do you know what she

very deep water. But did? What would you do

she tip-toed ever so if you had that problem

slowly through and you had a big friend
Pl

(ZZeZ 17, Shoppe
1702 GREGG 1001 S. Gregg
263-1381 263-7316 :
the bad spots until she like old 1567
came upon the hill Remember, a good

where the last two kids
lived.

"Oh, how am | going to
get up that muddy hill,"
she thought. "I must

friend will always be
there to help you! Do

you think that she
should call 156 to come
help her?

That is exactly what lit-

56, THE GREAT BIG SCHOOL BUS

tle Wendy did!

Old 156 was there in
no time, ready to +elp
his friend. He pulled up
beside Wendy and
opened his doors. Both
of the kids jumped on
156 and away they
went, up that hilll He
slowly, carefully went
through the mud holes
and
the deep water and up
the hill until he finally
had the two kids safely
home. And boy, did he
feel good, knowing that
the kids were safe! And
Wendy felt good, too,
seeing her kids walking
happily into  their
homes.

Then old 156 turned
around and went back
down that hill and slow-
ly, gently, pushed
Wendy back down the
hill, and she was now
safely out of the mud.

The three go on the run
and in their efforts to
evade the law, they take
thriller writer Andrew
Kane hostage from a
cabin where he’s staying
on a writing retreat.

As the unlikely four-
some hits the road,
Melanie finds her world
irreversibly altered and

her life in the hands of

her-dangerous-and-unbal-
anced brother.

Soon, the question is
raised — How far will
Melanie go to survive,
especially when she has
nothing left to lose?

For more information,
visit www.mirabooks
.com.

North Americafz Précts
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Gale’s Sweet Shoppe

Now Serving Sandwiches On

Saturday - 11 am -

Hrs. Mon-Fri., 8 am - 5 pm
Sat., 8 am - Noon 12083

230 pm

1200 E. 4th St.  263-2253

could count on you to
help me!" "You are wel-

come, Wendy. | am
happy that | could help
you," 156 said. "For as
long as you and | and
all of the busses work
together, we can keep
our kids safe!" And they
did work together, for-
ever and ever!

A few years iater,
Wendy helped 156 get
out of trouble. But,
that's another story and
someday, | will tell it to
you! Right now, it's time
to go to sleep, so Good

Night!
x -

*
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High-tech command center coordinating
50 agencies together on inaugural security

By CURT ANDERSON
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — Miles
from the Capitol where
President Bush will take
the oath of office, dozens
of officials from 50 feder-
al, state and local agen-
cies will work side by
side in a high-tech com-
mand center keeping
close tabs on the security
situation for the first
presidential inauguration
since the Sept. 11, 2001,
terror attacks.

At 120 work stations in
the northern Virginia
center and using giant
video screens, law
enforcement and security
personnel will be able to
watch from cameras that
monitor downtown
Washington streets, keep
track of aerial surveil-
lance flights and check
sensors scanning for evi-
dence of deadly biological
or chemical agents.

"If there is a piece of
technology that exists,
we've put it to use for this
event," said Jim Rice, the

FBI supervisory agent for

Thursday's inauguration.

For the first time, all
the federal agencies that
deal with security, law
enforcement and crisis
response will be housed
in a single Joint Field
Office for a presidential
inauguration. Also new
this time, under a post-
Sept. 11 presidential
order, the federal agen-
cies will be under the
command of a "principle
federal officer" reporting

directly to Homeland
Security Secretary Tom
Ridge.

For this event, that offi-
A W3R Y : s J

cer is Tim Koerner, a top
deputy in the Secret
Service, which is the lead
agency for the inaugural
security effort.

The idea is to improve
coordination among the
various federal agencies,
especially if there is a ter-
rorist attack or other
major disruption and
there is an. immediate
need for such things as
medical attention for
casualties, hostage rescue
or SWAT teams and
investigative specialists
such as FBI bomb techni-
cians. _

Law enforcement offi-
cials say that locating all
officials under one roof
will eliminate confusion
and duplication, as well
as enable them to quickly
determine whether
there's a real threat or
problem or if it's just a
false alarm.

"When an incident first
happens, in the first 30
minutes probably about
75 percent of the informa-
tion yow get is wrong,"
Rice said. "Being able to
look the guy in' the eye
that you're talking to, that
eliminates a lot of prob-
lems."

The field office will
command Coast Guard
cutters and helicopters,
canine bomb-sniffing
units, customs aircraft,
bicycle —patrols, —crowd
control and a host of
other security and law
enforcement assets.

Immigration, terrorism
and criminal databases
will be closely watched
for any suspicious match-
es of people arriving in
the United States or
placed under arrest some-

where in the country.
Commercial air traffic
will be watched closely.

Despite all the prepara-
tion, U.S. officials say
they have no indications
that al-Qaida or any other
terror group intends to
attack Bush's inaugura-
tion. If anything, officials
have been saying that ter-
rorist "chatter" picked up
in intelligence channels
about potential attacks is
at a low point compared
with previous major
events.

A bulletin circulated
within the U.S. govern-
ment on Jan. 11 by the
FBI, Homeland Security
Department and Defense
Department cited "no
credible information
domestic or international
terrorists" are planning to
attack the inauguration,
according to a federal
security official with
access to the bulletin.

The bulletin goes on to
say, however, that al-
Qaida remains deter-
mined to mount another
major attack on the U.S.
homeland and that
Washington is obviously
a prime potential target.
As a high-profile symbol
of American democracy,
officials involved in the
inauguration's security
are taking no chances
when it comes to prepar-

ing for the worst. o

The FBI, for example,
has stationed command
personnel and other
assets in concentric cir-
cles around Washington,
each a greater distance
from the nation's capital,
in case terrorists manage

See CENTER, Page 8A

Be Sure To Attend

Our First

Saturday, Jan. 29th
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

TSTC’s The Center
What’s happening at the fair?

- Free drawings will occur during the show.
- A free special bridal keepsake section
will be provided for each attendee by
the Sweetwater Reporter.
« KXOX will be doing live spots during the day.
- A fashion preview from participating vendors
~ will be from 3 to 4 p.m.
« TSTC’s new Culinary Arts Department
will be sharing their students’ projects.
* Free Live Entertainment
- A drawing for the Grand Prize of a Free
Three Day, Two Night Trip will close the show.
. s

Réportter

112 W. Third

325-236-6877 « Fax 325-235-4967

SWEETWATER, YEXAS
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Sen. Richard Burr and

KRT photo/Chuck Kennedy
his wife Brooke join Vice President Dick-Cheney-in-re-enacting

being sworn in on Tuesday, Jan. 4. The official swearing in takes place in the Senate
Chamber and is then re-enacted for photographs in the Old Senate Chamber in the U.S.
Capitol:—

Scenic Mountain, Medical

‘ Center |
invites you to.join our... ' '
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*Anita Cline,
268-4721

Tues.-Thurs.
“ 10:00 am - 4:00

Volunteer/Sr. Circle Director

Senior Circle Office Hours

January 18 ¢ Tuesday

*Mall Walking - 8:00 am

*The Board of Directors of the
American Heart Association,
Howard Division will meet:

12 Noon - Brew Pub, South 87

* Supper Club “Red Mesa” - 5:30 pm

January 19 » Wednesday

* Senior Appreciation Day - 11:30 am

January 20 ¢ Thursday

* Mall Walking - 8:00 am

* Coffee w Gale's - 10:00 am

* Lunch-N-Learn - 1 1:30 am- tioward
County Welfare Assn.

January 21 ¢ Friday

OPEN

January 22 ¢ Saturday

OPEN

January 23 ¢ Sunday

OPEN

January 24  Monday

* Sit & Be Fit - 4:00 pm

January 25 ¢ Tuesday

* Mall Walking - 8:00 am

* Supper Club “Cowboys” - 5:30 pm
January 26 * Wednesday
* Senior Appreciation Day - 11:30 am

January 27 ¢ Thursday

* Mall-Walking - 8:00 am
* Coffee @ Gale’ - 10:00 am

January 28 ¢ Friday

OPEN

January 29 ¢ Saturday

OPEN

January 30 ¢ Sunday

OPEN

January 31 ¢ Monday

* Games - 2:00 pm
* Sit & Be Fit - 4:00 pm

Free Pregnancy Testing Every Day

9:00 am -6:00 pm
OB Department, 2nd Floor,
Resuits In 4 Minutes r

Donna Mills, RN.
Director Of Women'’s Services

Road To Recovery
(TranSportation For
Cancer Patients)

LaWanda Ham,
263.7827

OB Dept., 268-4550

pm
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By GINA HOLLAND
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme  Court on
Tuesday dodged a dis-
pute over the govern-
ment's plans to conduct
military trials for Osama
bin Laden's former dri-
ver and other foreign ter-
ror suspects, avoiding
another clash over the
president's powers.

Justices were asked to
decide if the Bush
administration is trying
to shortcut the rights of
non-Americans facing
trials at the Guantanamo
Bay Navy base in Cuba.
They declined, without
comment.

The court's interven-
tion would have been
unusual because an
appeals court also is con-
sidering the issue and
has scheduled arguments
March 8. Lawyers for
Salim Ahmed Hamdan —
a Yemeni charged with
conspiracy to commit
war crimes, murder and
terrorism tried to
speed things up by
bypassing that court and
filing the Supreme Court
appeal.

The Supreme Court
dealt with several terror-
ism cases last year, and
in ‘a landmark decision

Supreme Court sidesteps
Guantanamo Bay case

held that the war on ter-
ror did not give the
White House a "blank
check" to detain people
without legal rights.

At issue in the latest
case was the govern-
ment's strategy in hold-
ing special military tri-
als, in which defendants
do not have the same
rights as those in regular
courts.

A federal court judge
had blocked the first
trial and told the govern-
ment to redo the plans to
ensure defendants have
more rights.

Neal Katyal, one of
Hamdan's attorneys, said
the case is not just about
the hundreds of people at
Guantanamo Bay Naval
Base in Cuba who could
face trials.

"This ecase will affect
the well-being of
Americans and other
individuals from around
the world who have been
or may be captured in
armed conflicts," Katyal
wrote in a court filing.

Bush administration
lawyer Paul Clement
warned that the court
could be prematurely
making determinations
"affecting the exercise of
the president's core com-
mander in chief and for-
eign affairs authority."

CENTER

Continued from Page 7A

to detonate a nuclear
device or other weapon of
mass destruction. That
would enable the FBI,
which has about 1,500
agents working the inau-
gural event, to remain
operational to respond to

such a disaster if its
headquarters were wiped
out.

"There are contingen-
cies for everything," Rice
said.

Officials also have
thought about the possi-
bility .-that terrorists
might try to strike a more
lightly guarded target or
targets outside
Washington.

NATION

By NEDRA PICKLER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON As
President Bush prepares
to take office for a second
term this week, he says
he's worried that people
"kind of write me off"
before he can get things
done.

Bush said Monday he
has "a big agenda in
mind," which includes his
campaign promises to
overhaul Social Security
and the legal liability sys-
tem; improve the tax
code, school standards
and the budget process;
and make health care
accessible to more
Americans.

He acknowledges that
four years isn't a lot of
time to get it all done but
says he hopes
Republicans and
Democrats can unite now
that all of his campaigns
are behind him.

"The good news is I'm
not running again, so
maybe politics won't

creep in quite as fast," he '

told CBS News during a
round of network inter-
views Monday afternoon.
"We got to get moving and
get some .things done
before — before people
kind of write me off."

Bush said unity across
party lines will be the
most important message
in his inaugural address
Thursday.

"I-have a responsibility
to try to unite this coun-
try to achieve big things
for all Americans," Bush
told ABC News. "I will say
that in my inaugural
address. I'm looking for-
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Bush says he has a big agenda,
not much time to accomplish it

off.”

“The good news is I'm not run-
ning again, so maybe politics
won't creep in quite as fast. We
got to get moving and get
some things done before —
before people kind of write me

ward to the challenge."

Before the president
delivers his State of the
Union address, Iraqis will
hold the first elections for
their new government,
but turnout is expected to
be limited by the threat of
violence at the polls. Bush
said the elections are
proving to be "a little
bumpy," but the fact that
they are being held at all
is a success. "The fact that
there's a vote is fantastic,"
Bush told NBC News.

"I think having a vote is
important to them.
They're staying away
because of fear, not
because they don't want
to vote," he said. "This is
just step one of a series of
important steps toward
an emergence of a democ-
ratic Iraq, and America
will be more secure in the
long run.”

Asked on the "Today"
show whether it would be
more difficult now to
launch a pre-emptive
attack against a country
deemed to represent a
threat, Bush said, "We
hope we don't have to. But

if we had to, to protect
America, you know if all
else failed and we needed
force to protect the citi-
zens of the United States,
I would do so. But ‘my
hope ‘is we never have to
do that again."

On concerns about the
possibility that Iran could
pose such a threat with a
nuclear weapons capabili-
ty, the president said, "I
hope we can solve it
diplomatically but I will
never take any option off
the table."

Besides Bush's swearing
in on Thursday, the inau-
gural week festivities
include a salute to
America's military and
several lavish balls. Bush
said he doesn't agree with
critics who say all the
pomp is excessive in a
time of war and with last
month's devastating
tsunami. "I've never been
much of a dancer, and the
idea of going to-11 balls
might be viewed as exces-
sive," he joked on CBS.

Bush said it's important
to celebrate a "peaceful
transfer of power" and

that he suspects inaugur-
al guests have been gener-
ous in donating to tsuna-
mi victims. "You can be
equally concerned about
our troops in Iraq and
those who suffered at the
tsunamis with celebrating
democracy," he said.

The president opened
the inaugural week
Monday with a salute to
his departing secretary of
state, Colin Powell, and
the late Martin Luther
King Jr. on the official
observance of the slain
civil rights leader's birth-
day. Bush called Powell
"one of the most effective
and admired diplomats in
America's history." '

Bush presented Powell
and his wife, Alma, with
the John Thompson
Legacy of a Dream Award
for representing King's
ideals and commitment to
community service..

In an interview
Monday, civil rights
leader Jesse Jackson said
Bush has failed to live up
to King's legacy on public
policy or social justice.
He criticized the presi-
dent for cutting social ser-
vices, failing to raise the
minimum raise, leading a
war with "no moral legiti-
macy" and refusing to
meet with civil rights
leaders.

"Extolling plaudits on
anoutstanding individual
is no-substitute for a com-
mitment to enforcing
civil rights laws," Jackson
said.

On the Net:
http:|/lwww.whitehouse.g
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Role players come up huge in big Howard win

HERALD photo/Troy Hyde

¢Howard College freshman Charles Burgess takes the ball strong to the basket Monday at
¢ the Dorothy Garrett Coliseum during the Hawks’ 73-66 win over No. 16 Frank Phillips in the
WICAC opener. Burgess finished with a team-high 18 points. He also had six rebounds and

three assists.

‘Fairley, Pena score at will, still

not enough for Hawk women

By TROY HYDE

Sports Editor

BIG SPRING — After a
22-point loss to Frank
Phillips earlier in the sea-
son and several injuries
plaguing the Howard
College women’s basket-
ball team, the Hawks real-
ly didn’t have much to
look forward to Monday
at the Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum in the WJCAC
opener.

than six minutes to play
in the game when fresh-
man center Latoya
Fairley took over. She
battled Frank Phillips
center Rochelle Vance for
every point and the two
traded baskets on four
straight possessions. And
at one point, Fairley
scored seven straight
Howard points, which cut
the Hawk deficit to fwo
with 3:30 to play.

“We did

Well,
maybe they
did.

A new
year and a
new coach
brought a

a good
job of get-
ting the
ball to
who we
needed to
get the

new result
to the' table, but in the
end the Hawk women still
came out on the short end
as Frank Phillips defeated
Howard (12-8, 0-1) 71-65.
Unlike the first game at
Odessa College in the
WJCAC preseason tour-
nament in November, the
Hawk women were in the
game from start to finish.
Howard trailed 37-35 at
halftime, but led by as
many as six in the first
half. v
“l thought we  were
right there the'-whole
time,” said first-year
coach Earl Diddle, who
took over the  program
earlier this month. “The
turnovers hurt us tonight

and we need to work on

oMmr passing as a team.”
Howard committed 20
turnovers in the game,
but 13 came in the first
half.
Howard trailed by five
points with just more

ball to,”
said Diddle.

Freshman - Jennifer
Pena, who finished with a
team-high 23  points
scored an old-fashioned
three-point play after
Frank Phillips went back
up by four on a Natasha
Summerville jumper.
Pena’s free throw cut the
Howard deficit to one, but
that is as close as they
would get as Tiffany
Davis’ 3-pointer and
another Summerville
jumper pushed the

Plainswomen lead back to

six.

Sophomore Jessica
Shusteric had two
chances from the behind
the 3-point line with
under 30 seconds to go,
but both shots hit the rim
and bounced off.

“Their guards at the end
f the game hit some big
shots for them,” said
Diddle. “It was pretty

much one of those things
where they hit the big
shots and we missed
them.”

Fairley finished with 22
points and 18 rebounds,
while sophomore Ciara
Tidwell, who was ques-
tionable before the game
due to injury, started the
game and finished with
seven points and six
rebounds. Pena led the
team in scoring  and
pulled down six rebounds
and dished out three
assists. Shusteric scored
five points, grabbed five
rebounds and delivered a
team-high four assists.

“I thought we rebound-
ed the ball extremely well
tonight,” said Diddle.
“Jennifer is a smart play-

er and she has a lot of- .§

energy. -

“We need to work on
our communication on
the defensive end of the
floor. I think they scored
like eight to 10 points on
miscommunication situa-
tions throughout the
game. Our subs entered
the game not knowing
who they had on
defense.”

Howard stayed in-the
game early due to strong
offensive rebounding.

" They scored four straight

points at one stretch off
three offensive boards.
However, every time the
Hawks would begjn a run,
Frank Phillips would
answer at the offensive
end.

Summerville, Vance
and Shakia Sanders led a

See WOMEN, Page 2B

* Hawks battle foul
trouble, defeat No. 16
Frank Phillips to open

, WJCAC Conference

By TROY HYDE

Sports Editor

BIG SPRING — After
his team started the sea-
son 14-2, Howard'’s first-
year men’s coach Mark
Adams still did not know
how his team would
begin conference play
Monday and he wasn’t
sure if the schedule they
played — which featured
several junior varsity
programs — was good
enough to prove the
team’s worth.

However, if Monday’s
game against No. 16
Frank Phillips was any
indication, the Hawks are
here to stay.

Powered by four players
in double figures, includ-
ing a double-double per-
formance by freshman
James Barrett, the Hawks
defeated the nationally
ranked Plainsmen at the
Dorothy Garrett
Coliseum, 73-66.

“This is a big win for us
to knock off a top-20
team,” said Adams. “It
proves to us that we area’
good team and that we
are serious about con-
tending for the confer-
ence title.”

Howard (15-2, 1-0) got
the win despite not hav-
ing two of its starters in
the lineup due to foul
trouble. Freshman
Rashad Mintz, who would
eventually foul out,
picked up his second foul
with 14:31 {o.play in the

first:half, while freshman .

Brandon Sampay record-
ed fouls two and three 27
seconds apart. His third
foul was whistled with
13:44 to play until half-
time.

“We never know who

our hero is going to be,”
said Adams. “Munir
(Shakir) shot the ball
well, Dezon (Harris) gave
us valuable minutes off
the bench and James
(Barrett) had a big night,
too.”

Shakir scored 14 points,
Harris added 15 and
Barrett contributed 12
points and 10 rebounds in
getting the start for the
injured Dwayne
Abraham.

The most impressive
stat of the night was
Howard’s ability to shoot
free throws. They went
22-for-<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>