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Relay for Life
meeting slated

The community
startup meeting for
Relay for Life which
was postponed earlier
this year has been set
for 6 p.m. Tuesday, .
Jan. 4 at the First
United Methodist

The meeting is open
to anyone interested in
Relay for Life, the
annual American
Cancer Society fund-
raiser. Underwriters,
sponsors and team
captains are especially
urged to attend.

INSIDE

Cocaine toxicity
cause of death

The September death
of a 33-year-old Stanton

manHas beefi Futat- 2T ‘

accident following the
release of toxicology
reports that determined
the cause of death as
acute cocaine toxicity.
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Donating an organ is
the equivalent of giv-
ing life, or at least
greatly improving the
life of someone in need
of a healthy kidney,
liver, lung, heart and
pancreas. While 85,000
Americans await life-
saving transplants, at
least 400,000 people
have received a donat-
ed organ over the last
50 years.
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By ANDI DJATMIKO

Associated Press Writer

BANDA ACEH,
Indonesia — The death
toll from epic tidal waves
that rocked 11 countries
rose to 40,000 people on
Tuesday after Sri Lanka
and Indonesia significant-
ly increased their con-
firmed deaths.

Medical supplies, food
aid and water purifica-
tion systems poured into
the region, part of what
the U.N. said would be
the biggest relief effort
the world has ever seen.
Millions remained home-
less.

Rescuers struggled to

Big Sky — Big Heart — Big Spring

Tidal waves death
toll reaches 40,000

reach remote locations
where thousands more
were likely killed by the
deadliest tsunami in 120
years. Bodies, many of
them  children, filled
beaches and choked hos-
pital morgues, raising
ears of disease across the
region.

Sri Lanka on Tuesday
raised its death .toll past
18,700. In Indonesia, the
country closest to
Sunday’s 9.0 magnitude
quake that sent walls of
water crashing into coast-
lines thousands of miles
away, the count rose to
15,000, a number the vice
president said could rise

Halk-Burger receive
sheriff’s office awards

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer o

Recognition for hard
work is one thing, but
when it comes from your
peers it’s even sweeter.

That’'s exactly what
Howard County Sheriff’s
Deputy Mark Hall recent-
ly found out, as he was
named Deputy of the Year
by his fellow co-workers
at the sheriff’s office.

“I was really shocked,”
said Hall after receiving
the award. “I was sur-
prised. There were a cou-
ple of other deputies that
I expected to win the
award, so (it came as a
total surprise.”

Hall, who has been a
deputy with the sheriff’s
office for eight years, said
he spends the majority of
his time on patrol, and
with an enormous num-
ber of square miles to
cover, it’s anything but a
9 to 5 job.

“We're set on an eight-
hour schedule, but it's
pretty rare that you get to
go home after eight
hours,” said Hall. “Just
because your shift is over
doesn’t mean you get to
go home. We're so short-
handed we have to just
carry over and cover the
shifts.

“I handle basic patrol
duties, which means we
answer calls that we're
dispatched to. It could be
anything from a cow in

i “There were a |
couple of other
deputigs that | |
expected to win the |
award, so it came as |
a total surprise.” |

| —Deputy Mark Hall |

i —————

the road or someone
shooting at someone else.
You never really know
what you're going to get. |
spend the majority of my
time in my car driving
around, driving through
neighborhoods and trying
to keep an eye on things.”

Hall said he has been
around law enforcement
all his life, but it wasn’t
until a friend became a
deputy with the Howard
County agency that he
realized what he wanted
to do.

“My stepfather, J.D.
Carter, worked for the
police department here in
Big Spring for 20 years,
retiring in 1989,” said
Hall. “Then he worked
with the sheriff's office
for a little while as a
reserve deputy. When I
was real little, I went
with him a lot to the fir-
ing range because he was
a firearms instructor. But
I really wasn’t interested
in it. Then a friend of

See DEPUTY, Page 5A

further.

“Thousands of victims
cannot be reached in
some isolated and remote
areas,” said Purnomo
Sidik, the national disas-
ter director.

Some 4,400 died in
India; 1,000 perished in
Thailand. The Red Cross
said malaria and cholera
could add to the toll.

Desperate residents on
Indonesia’s Sumatra
Island — 100 miles from
the quake’s epicenter —
looted stores Tuesday.
“There is no help, it is
each person for them-

See TOLL, Page 3A

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
Howard County Deputy Sheriff Mark Hall and Dispatcher Jennifer Burger show off the
awards they recently received from the sheriff’'s office. Hall was named Deputy of the Year,
while Burger received the Civilian of the Year award.
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By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

More than a year after
Howard County commis-
sioners began consider-
ing a new county jail
facility, it appears the
process will begin anew
— with a few
new players
involved.

Commissio-
ners dis-
cussed the
need for a
new jail facili-
ty during
their Monday
meeting,
which includ- |
ed a presenta-
tion from Big
Spring Mayor |

Russ Mc- |
Ewen, who
volunteered

the city’s par- fi
ticipation in
the process.
“The city is
extremely interested in
involving itself. Not in
the construction, obvi-
ously, because we want
to get out of the jail busi-
ness,” said McEwen. “It
doesn’t make any sense
in a county our size to
have two separate jails.
The police department is
in a position where they

LOCKHART

Working
together

Combined city-cotinty
law enforcement facility
could be real possibility

\

\

%

Howard County Jail A
Average Dally Population |

[ 2000 -

|“-2001 -
2002 -
2003 -
2004 -

‘ to date)

41 inmates
41 inmates
54 inmates
59 inmates
66 inmates (year

Jail capacity: 49
| Inmates
| Estimated cost of a new |
jail facility is between ‘
| $6.6 million (43,5
square feet) and £7.5
million (49,020 square
feet). ‘

- - = J
are currently bursting at
the seams, and we're
going to have to address
that.

“If you would consider
it, we would love to be in
a position where we
might consider having
joint offices and have
everyone under one
roof,” McEwen told com-
missioners. “It makes
sense to me. If all law
enforcement was under
one roof, it seems to me
like they would have bet-
ter coordination and
joint dispatch.”

McEwen suggested to
commissioners there is a |

See COMBINED, Page 3A

Local peace officers recognized

«: :

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins

Cpl. Brian Gordon, who was recently appointed to the Big Spring Police Department’s
street crimes division, was named the Officer of the Year recently.

Cpl. Gordon enjoys
work as an officer

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

After nearly a decade
with the Big Spring
Police Department, Cpl.
Brian Gordon ‘recently
received the ultimate
praise from his fellow
officers and police depart-
ment employees when he
was voted BSPD Officer of
the Year.

| “It's something where you try to work and
| be the best officer you can and something
} like this happens — it’s just overwhelming.”

|
|
{

—Cpl. Brian Gordon

“I was extremely sur- assigned to the depart-
prised. ] wasn't expecting ment'’s street crimes divi-

it at all,” said Gordon,
recently See OFFICER, Page 5A
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Obituaries

Mlldred Menser

== Mildred Menser, 83, of Coahoma died
“%¢ | Sunday, Dec. 26, 2004, in a Big Spring
.81 hospital. Funeral services will be held

; ,1 at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2004, at the

i | Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel

s @8 with the Rev. Elwin Collum, pastor of
§ o First Baptist Church of Coahoma offici-
g ating. Interment will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

Mildred was born June 15, 1921, in
» Coahoma and married W. Leon Menser

“Aug. 26, 1939, in Coahoma. He preceded her in death
Nov. 23, 1990.

Mrs. Menser was born and raised in Coahoma and
her parents were Howard and Mary Reid. She gradu-
_ated from Coahoma High School and was a lifelong
resident of Coahoma. Mrs. Menser had worked in the
Coahoma Post Office for 25 years before she retired.
She enjoyed painting as a hobby for many years.

She was a member of First Baptist Church of
Coahoma and a member of the Order of the Eastern
Star No. 67.

Survivors include one son, Tommy Menser of
Waxahachie; one daughter and her husband, Jerriann
and Lee Lott of Conroe; a sister, Sandra Dunzel of
Weatherford; a brother, Wallace Reid of Coahoma; four
grandchildren, Kamrine, Kristin, James and Joe; two
great-grandchildren; and one special nephew and his
wife, Ronnie and Carol Reid of Coahoma.

She was preceded in death by by her parents, one
brother and one sister.

The family suggest memorials be made to the First
Baptist Church of Coahoma P.O. Box 376, Coahoma
79511.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.

Paid obituary

Conny Wade

= Conny Wade, 81, of Big Spring died at
4 1:38 a.m. Monday, Dec. 27, 2004, at
8 Mountain View Lodge. Funeral services
will be at 2 p.m. Wednesday at St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church with the Rev. James
Liggett officiating. Burial will be at
Trinity, Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 6
p.m. until 8 p.m. today at Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

He was born June 17, 1923, in Coolidge
to Dudley and Ethel Wade. He married Norma Esch
May 25, 1946, in Waco. She preceded him in death Sept.
12, 1998.

He was a veteran of the U.S. Army, having served in
World War II in the Pacific Theater. Conny was an
electrical engineer, working at Texas Electric until
beginning work at Cosden Feb. 21, 1956 and worked
there for 32 years.

He also operated a #V repair bus‘mes onny ved
fixing and repairingsanything. He also emjoyed
ing and had built their home. Conny had been a resn
dent of Big Spring for more than 50 years and was a
member of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church.

He is survived by three daughters, Marilyn Wade of
San Antonio, Polly Lancaster and her husband, Steve
of Big Spring and Cindy Pierce and her husband,
Terrell of Odessa; four grandchildren, Michelle
Robinson and her husband, Ben of Tustin Ranch,
Calif., Allen Baker of Alamogordo, N.M., Todd
Lancaster and his wife, Paige of Granbury and Justin
Pierce of Odessa; two great-grandchildren, Chace
Baker and Beau Baker, both of Alamogordo, N.M.; one
sister, Margie Radke and her husband, Lonnie of
Hewitt.

Pallbearers will be Carl Bradley, Gloria Bain, Bob
Federman, Wayne Burns, James Pedigo, Roe Fulgham
and Spencer Wolfe. Honorary pallbearers are all of the
staff at Mountain View Lodge.

The family suggests memorials be made to St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, 1001 Goliad, Big Spring.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Paid obituary

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« ARSENA REGINA TURNER, 22, was arrested
Monday by DPS on a charge of unauthorized use of a
motor vehicle.

« THOMAS WILLIAM MURPHY, 25, was trans-
ferred to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on
charges of bondsman off of bond for failure to identify
as a fugitive from justice - giving false information,
violation of a promise to appear and open container.

« ROY D. STEWART, 51, was arrested Monday by
DPS on charges of unauthorized use of a motor vehi-
cle, fraudulent use/possession of identifying informa-
tion, credit/debit card abuse, tampering with govern-
mental records and license/seal defraud/harm.

* JOHNNY RAY TORRES, 23, was transferred to
the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while license suspended/invalid.

* BRANDI LYNN MAYO, 21, was arrested Monday
by the HCSO on a charge of aggravated robbery.

* MARIO RAYOS, 36, was arrested Monday by the
HCSO on a charge of robbery.

* DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported in the
100 block of Riva Ridge.

Take note

U SENIOR CITIZEN'S NEW YEAR'S EVE DANCE

Dec. 31 at the Spring City Senior Citizens. Monroe
Casey’s “Prowlers” will be playing from 8:30 p.m. until
to midnight. There will be free partv {avors and black-

Bk caw «ill be ser ved Tickets are
$10 per person of $15 for two people. All senior citizens
are invited. There will be no alcohol and no smoking.

Clara A Dlerschke

Clara A. Dijerschke, 88, of St.
| Lawrence passed away in a Stanton
1| care center Saturday, Dec. 25, 2004.
| Rosary will be at 7 p.m. today, Dec. 28,
112004, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Rosewood Chapel in Big Spring. Mass of
M the Christian Burial will be held at 2

p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 29, 2004, at the St.
Lawrence Catholic Church in St.
Lawrence with the Rev. Bernard
Getigan officiating. Burial will follow in
the St. Lawrence Cemetery.

Clara was born Jan. 31, 1916, to Joseph and Annie
Fayte Malinak in Shiner. She graduated from Shiner
High School. Clara was a leather tooler for many
years, working on saddles and other leather goods.

She married Bernard“Ben” Dierschke Dec. 28, 1949,
in Shiner. To this union one son, Alan, was born. Ben
and Clara lived and farmed in the community of St.
Lawrence. Ben preceded her in death Aug. 5, 1996.

She enjoyed baking, raising a garden and listening
and dancing to polka music. Clara was a member of
the St. Lawrence Catholic Church and the St. Theresa
Alter Society.

Besides her husband and parents, one brother, Ed,
preceded her in death.

Survivors are her son, Alan J. Dierschke of St.
Lawrence; one sister, Adel Kruse of Victoria; one
brother and sister-in-law, Frank and Floy Malinak of
Marietta, Ga.; two sisters-in-law, Cora Dierschke of
San Angelo and Elizabeth Truman of Houston; and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Pallbearers will be Bob Fulton, Chris Hirt, Mike
Batla, Wayne Jansa, David Weishuhn and Kervin
Frysak.

Memorials can be made to the Glasscock County
Volunteer EMS, P.O. Box 55, Garden City 79739 or to a
charity of choice.

Alan would like to thank all of the staff at Stanton
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center for the care they
gave Clara during her stay there.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Police biotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m.
today:

+ LAVON RENE HAGGARD, 36, of 806 San
Antonio, was arrested Sunday on local traffic war-
rants.

+ SHANNON ELEANOR LANG, 19, of 504 Jeffery,

was ax:pested Monday on char es of burglary of a
~b?.hld Ir counts) z ‘traffié‘eitation.
: J ANTHO U 18, of 1500 E. 11th

Place was arrested Monday on a charge of failure to
identify.

* CLIFFORD LEON ANGLIN, 20, of 304 W. Fourth
Street, was arrested Monday on a charge of evading
arrest and Howard County warrants.

« TIMOTHY DONALD TAYLOR, 46, of 1019
Ridgeroad, was arrested Monday on a parole violation.

* LARRY DALE KING, 21, of 4201 Oak, was arrest-
ed Monday on a charge of failure to identify.

* JOE DEWAYNE WOODRUFF, 33, of 1202 E. Third
Street, was arrested Monday on charges of violation of
a protective order and assault with intent to cause
bodily injury - family violence.

« ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported in
the 1200 block of Third Street.

* ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported:

- in the 300 block of 11th Place.

- in the 1200 block of Sycamore.

* BURGLARY OF A BUILDING was reported in the
2500 block of Gregg Street.

* CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:

- in the 800 block of Interstate Highway 20.

- in the 1200 block of Third Street.

* EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION was report-
ed in the 500 block of Westover Road.

* FAILURE TO IDENTIFY was reported:

- in the 1500 block of Sycamore.

-'in the 2900 block of Highway 80.

« THEFT was reported in the 800 block of Interstate
Highway 20.

« VIOLATION OF A PROTECTIVE ORDER was
reported in the 1200 block of Third Street.

Weather

Tonight...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the lower 40s.
South winds 10 to 15 mph..Wednesday...Partly cloudy.
Highs near 70. South winds 10 to 20 mph.

Wednesday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid
40s. South winds10 to 15 mph.

Thursday...Mostly cloudy. Isolated showers. Highs
in the mid 60s. Southwest winds 15 to 20 mph.

Thursday night.. Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.

Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs near 60.

Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows near 40..New
years day...Mostly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Saturday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Sunday...Mostly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Sunday night...Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Monday...Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.

Coronado Hills Apartments

| Bedroom - $350 ¢ 2 Bedroom - $450 ¢ 3 Bedroom - $550

801 W. Marcy - 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

» Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room.

« A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Slkes at 394-
4835 for more information.

* The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 7
p.m. in the College Baptist Church Fellowship Hall,
1105 Birdwell Lane. For more information, call
Tracey Pounds at 268-4948.

« Wednesday

e Thursday

» Friday

These are fifth weekdays for December and no
meetings are planned. To have a meeting placed in
Bulletin Board for these days, contact 263-7331, ext.
236.

MONDAY

« District Committee Lone Star of Big Spring meets
at noon at 610 Scurry.

 Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics.
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call
268-4721.

» Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

« Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in La
Posada Restaurant.

« Big Spring Chapter and Council RAM meets at
7:30 p.m. in the Masonic building at 221 1/2 Main St.

+» Howard County ARC meets at 806 E. Third in the
Bingo Hall. Call 264-0674 for more information.

TUESDAY

» Intermediate Line Dance classes begin at 9 a.m.
in the Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center. Call 267-
1628.

* Coahoma Senior Citizen luncheon is set for 11
a.m. in the Coahoma Community Center.

« Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

« A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is,

invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable'|

sewing machines are welcome. CaIl Kay Sikes at 394
4835 for more information. '

* VFW Post 2013 meets at 7 p.m. in the VFW Hall,
500 Driver Road.

+ Sheriff’s Posse meets at 7 p.m. in the clubhouse
on the Andrews Highway.

» Alzheimer’s Association, the Greater West Texas
Chapter meets at 2 p.m. in the Howard County
Library conference room, 500 S. Main.

Lottery

Results of the Texas Two Step drawing Monday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-6-18-35. Bonus Ball: 2.

Number matching four of four, plus Bonus Ball: 0.

Number matching four of four: 12. Prize: $878.

N imber matching three of four, plus Bonus Ball: 23.
Prize: $56.

Number matching three of four: 847. Prize: $20.

Number matching two of four, plus Bonus Ball: 579.
Prize: $20.

Number matching one of four, plus Bonus Ball: 3,400.
Prize: $7.

Number matching Bonus Ball alone: 5,938. Prize: $5.

Estimated jackpot for Thursday night drawmg
$350,000.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 10-17-32-36-37.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $37,520.

Winning tickets sold in: Houston.

Matching four of five: 107. Prize: $158.

Matching three of five: 3,789. Prize: $10.

Matching two of five: 37,511. Prize: $2.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-1-6
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Continued from Page 1A

lot to be gained by estab-
lishing local law enforce-
ment — both the Big
Spring Police Department
and Howard County
Sheriff’s Office — in one
central location, with one
jail to serve both agen-
cies.

“We’'re not saying we
want to insinuate our-
selves into your situa-
tion,” said McEwen, “but
we'd like to have some
input just in asking what
we can do to make it pos-
sible — to help you pay
for this thing because we
don’t need to be in the jail
business.

“If we were all under
one roof and did it all
together, there are some
tremendous savings to
the taxpayers of Howard
County and the city of Big
Spring. And that’s what
I'm looking for — to be in
a position where we can
do that.”

Commissioner Bill
Crooker agreed, saying
the idea of the city and
county working together
on the project makes
sense.

“I feel that this is defi-
nitely something both the
city council and the com-
missioner’s court need to
explore together, and
work our way through
these ideas and thoughts
that are presented,” said

"Crooker. “It makes a lot
of sense to me.”

McEwen suggested the
commissioners form a
joint commission, which
would include officials
from the city and county,
to explore the idea fur-
ther.

“I’d love to see us form
a joint commission or
committee where we
could get together the
police chief, sheriff, a
couple of commissioners
and a couple of council
membeérs,” said McEwen.
“That way we can figure
out what we need and
have input into that. This
is literally a once in a life-
time opportunity, and I
just don’t want us to pass
it up.” '

County Judge Ben
Lockhart agreed, saying
commissioners are dedi-
cated to making upcom-
ing discussions more pro-
ductive than those that
began more than a year
ago.

“We’'re going to do this
right this time,” said
Lockhart. “We're going to
have to figure out some
problems as we go along,
but we don’t want to do it
like we did last time and
end up with nothing after
more than a year of
work.”

v ne of the key elements
in designing a new facili-
ty will be a needs analysis
performed by the Texas
Jail Commission, and
while one was performed
in 2003, Sheriff Dale
Walker said his office
will request a new assess-
ment immediately.

“In 2003 we requested a

needs analysis for our jail .

from the Jail
Commission,” said
Walker. “It showed a pro-
jected growth and needs
based on our area’s statis-
tics.

“The Jail Commission
put out a report earlier
this year that due to cuts
to the state budget, they

are going to be forced to
charge counties for
reports and studies that
are above and beyond the
normal inspection
reports. That’s expected
to begin Jan. 1, so we’'ll
request another needs
analysis now to try to
avoid that fee.”

Walker said he favors a
central law enforcement
facility and jail, but
added careful considera-
tion of not just present
situations, but also future
situations, will be vital.

“I'm all for everyone
working together,” said
Walker. “And we're cer-
tainly doing that now. I
think we’ve proven that.
But understand also that
some people believe that’s
sort of a double-taxation
and stepping on toes in
the city and we don’t
want to do that. I think
it's clear from the mayor
that they want to do this
and we're willing to work
with them all the way.

“By working together
now and beginning with
the process, we have a
better understanding of
everybody’s needs. Right
now we work well togeth-
er. Twenty years from
now no one can really
say, but that jail or that
building will still be
there. So if it’s built, it
needs to be built with
consideration to - space
and distance between city
and county operations —
so we can both run inde-
pendently under the same
roof.”

Several presentations
have been made .to the
commissioner’s court
concerning the construc-
tion of a new jail facility
over the past year, includ-
ing feasibility studies by
architects Norris Fletcher
and Phil Furqueron.

“Option 1, which is the
160-bed facility expand-
able to a 212-bed facility
including furniture, fees,
necessary testing and all
of the project construc-
tion related costs, you're
looking at $6.6 million,”
Fletcher told the court
during a meeting in
October of 2003. “For the
212-bed facility, it's $7.5
million.”

“We're looking at a
sheriff’s office adminis-
trative area
square feet. That involves
the sheriff’s offices and
patrol offices, and that
would stay the same with
either option one or two.
Inmate housing for option
one is 20,550 square feet,
and option two is 25,560
square feet. That includes
the actual cell areas,
multi-purpose rooms, all
of which are necessary
with the detention of
inmates. We're looking at
option one being 43,509
square feet overall, or
option two, which is
49,020 square feet.”

Commissioners request-
ed a rough timeline for
the design and construc-
tion of a new facility be
drawn up by Furqueron
for future meetings.

Tuesday
Senior Buffet

$A49

With Tea
Call

267-8226

Serving Big

NORMAN HARRIS, M.D.

OBSTETRICS-GYNECOLOGY

Board Certified

PPO PROVIDER FOR:
HEALTH SMART « UNITED HEALTHCARE * PRONET
CHAMPUS - BCBS « AETNA - HUMANA - BEECH STREET

ACCEFPTS MEDICAID

- Obstetrical Care at Westwood-Midland
& Odessa

1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET
g Spring 15 Years

Autopsy: Wiltsie died of acute cocaine toxicity

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

The September death of
a 33-year-old Stanton man
has been ruled an acci-
dent following the release
of toxicology reports that
determined the cause of
death as acute cocaine
toxicity.

An opinion released by
a board of five forensic
pathologists with the
Lubbock County Medical
Examiner’s Office blamed
ingested cocaine for the
death of Robert Charles
Wiltsie, who died shortly
after being taken into cus-
tody by the Big Spring
Police Department Sept.
2.

“Antemortem blood tox-
icology was positive for
cocaine and cocaine
metabolite,” read a report
issued by the examiner’s

office. “The autopsy
revealed portions of plas-
tic within his (Wiltsie)
stomach.” g

Justice of the Peace
Bennie Green said he has
ruled the manner of death
as accidental.

“The deceased placed
multiple plastic wrappers
containing cocaine in his
mouth and swallowed
them,” said Green. “I've
ruled it an accidental
death because it wasn’t
any type of suicide
attempt or anything like
that. It was an attempt to
conceal, to hide the
cocaine from officers.”

Wiltsie, 33, of Stanton
collapsed while he and
another Stanton man
were being booked into
the Big Spring City Jail
by a Comptroller of
Public Accounts officer
on a charge of use of dyed

fuel in a taxable manner.

According to police offi-
cials, reports indicated
that Justin Scott, an offi-
cer with the
Comptroller’s Office,
stopped a pickup truck at
the intersection of West
Fourth and San Antonio
streets just before 9:30
a.m. Sept. 2, on the suspi-
cion it was being operated
on “dirty fuel.”

While questioning the
driver, 39-year-old Tracy
Lynn Kruse of Stanton,
Scott reportedly observed
the passenger in the vehi-
cle swallow something.
The passenger, Wiltsie,
had locked both doors to
the truck in an effort to
keep officers at bay.

Big Spring police offi-
cers were called for back
up and transported the
two men to the police
department, where they

of 6,586
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selves here,” district offi-
cial Tengku Zulkarnain
told el-Shinta radio sta-
tion.

The disaster could be
the costliest in history,
with “many billions of
dollars” of damage, said
U.N. Undersecretary Jan
Egeland, who is in charge
of emergency relief coor-
dination. Hundreds of
thousands lost all they
owned, he said.

In Galle, Sri Lanka, offi-
cials used a loudspeaker
atop a fire engine to tell
residents to place bodies
on the road for collection.
Muslim families used
cooking utensils and even
their bare hands to dig
graves. Hindus in India,
abandoning their tradi-
tion of burning bodies,
held mass burials.

Soldiers and volunteers
in Indonesia combed
through destroyed houses
to try to find survivors —
or bodies. The toll in
Thailand included at least
700 foreign tourists.

Stories of survival
emerged amid the devas-
tation.

A blond-haired 2-year-
old found sitting alone on
a road in Thailand and
taken to a hospital was
reunited with his uncle,
who saw the boy’s picture
on the hospital’s Web site.

“When I saw Hannes on
the Internet, I booked an
air ticket to come here in
less than five hours,” said

a man who identified
himself only as Jim.
Hannes Bergstroem'’s

mother died in the tsuna-
mi; his father was in
another hospital, the
Swedish paper
Aftonbladet reported.

In Malaysia, a 20-day-

old baby was found float-
ing on a mattress soon
after the waves hit
Sunday. She and her fam-
ily were reunited.

The geographic scope of
the disaster was unparal-
leled. Relief organizations
used to dealing with a
centralized crisis had to
distribute resources over
11 countries on two conti-
nents.

Helicopters in India

rushed medicine to
stricken areas. In Sri
Lanka, the Health

Ministry dispatched 300
physicians to the disaster
zone by helicopter.

Sri Lankan Foreign
Minister Lakshman
Kadirgamar. said the

United States was sending
helicopters. An airborne
surgical hospital from
Finland arrived, and a
German aircraft was en
route with a water purifi-
cation plant.

were booked at the
request of Scott.
Authorities believed

Wiltsie had ingested a
quantity of a controlled
substance during the traf-
fic stop, but the Stanton
man repeatedly denied
doing so when questioned
by officers.

After he collapsed,
Wiltsie was transported
to Scenic Mountain
Medical Center where
efforts to revive him were
unsuccessful. ‘

The Texas Rangers were
immediately called in to
investigate Wiltsie's
death in accordance with
Big Spring Police
Department policy.

Ranger Jeremy Wallace,
whois in charge of the
investigation, was not
available for comment fol-
lowing release of the toxi-
cology report.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288

Cleta Plew, 96, died
Sunday. Funeral
Services will be at 11:00
AM Tuesday at Myers &
Smith Chapel with bur-
ial at Trinity Memorial
Park.

Conny Wade, 81, died
Monday. Funeral
Services will be at 2:00
PM Wednesday at St.

Mary's Episcopal
Church. Burial will be
at Trinity Memorial

Park. The family will
receive friends from 6:00
until 8:00 PM Tuesday at
Myers & Smith Funeral
Home.

Milini Turner, 51, died
Monday. Services are
pending at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.
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——OUR VIEWS
Now’s the time
to sighup as a
CASA volunteer

re you or someone you know looking

for a chance to give something of your-

self to the community? Court-Appointed

Special Advocates (CASA) of West
Texas will begin a new training opportunity for
Howard County volunteers on Jan. 10.

CASA volunteers are selected by a judge to be
an advocate for a child involved in a legal child
abuse or neglect case. The CASA volunteer pro-
vides the court officer with information concern-
ing the well-being of the child and the best option
for safety and stability within a home environ-
ment.

With the guidance and support of case man-
agers, volunteers serve as the court’s eyes and
ears to help the judge decide whether a child
should stay with the parents, be placed with rel-
atives or, be freed for permanent adoption. The
goal is a safe, s‘tab.le‘%me for every ehild.

Each year in Howard County, more than 50
children are abused and neglectedsby theiy.fami-
lies Arfd’¢hdip without a’home o call their own.

Currently there are more than 20'td{%es pending -

in Howard County that need a volunteer to speak
up for a child.

CASA volunteers help make a difference by
making sure the abuse and neglect that the chil-
dren originally suffered at home doesn’t continue
at the hands of the system.

The program requires 30 hours of training dur-
ing a two-week schedule, and a commitment of
about eight to 10 hours per month, depending on
the case.

This service is vitally important to the well-
being and success of abused children in Howard
County, and CASA volunteers are urgently need-
ed.

So, if you would like to become a CASA volun-
teer, now is the time to call 263-4162 or 432 683-
1114.

We believe you’ll be glad you did. Most certain-
ly a child that’s been abused or neglected will be.

Inside report: Byrd’s nuclear option

scenario for an unspeci-
fied day in 2005: One of
President Bush’s judicial
nominations is brought to
the Senate floor. Majority Leader
Bill Frist makes a point of order
that only a simple
majority is needed for
confirmation. The
point is upheld by the
presiding officer, Vice
President Dick
Cheney. Democratic
Leader Harry Reid
challenges the ruling.
Frist moves to table
Reid’s motion, ending

debate. The motion is ROBERT
tabled, and the Senate NOVAK
proceeds to confirm

Rt S ———

the judicial nominee
— all in about 10 minutes.

This is the so-called “nuclear
option” that creates fear and
loathing among Democrats and
weak knees for some Republicans,
including conservative opinion
leaders. Ever since Frist publicly
embraced the nuclear option, he
has been accused of abusing the
Senate’s cherished tradition of
extended debate. In truth, during
six years as majority leader,
Democrat Robert C. Byrd four
times detonated the nuclear option
to rewrite Senate rules.

Thus, Frist would set no prece-
dent, would not contradict past
Republican behavior and would
not strip the GOP of protection as
a future Senate minority. The
question is whether Republican
senators will flinch from the only
maneuver open to confirm Bush’s
judges.

The unprecedented Democratic
plan to filibuster judicial nomina-
tions that do not meet liberal spec-
ifications has exceeded all expecta-

tions. None of 10 filibustered Bush
appellate court nominees has been .
confirmed, and another six are all
designated filibuster victims. This
is intended to have a chilling
effect on Bush in filling Supreme
Court vacancies.

All 16 of these nominees are
dead under present procedures.
Even with the net gain of four
Republican senators in this year’s
elections, Frist falls short of the 60
votes needed to cut off debate.
After early skepticism, I have
come to agree with Frist’s conclu-
sion that the old-fashioned fili-
buster-breaker of round-the-clock
sessions is a non-starter. Today's
Republican senators lack the will
to undergo this ordeal. They
would have to maintain a heavy
presence on the floor while a sin-
gle Democrat could hold forth.

Frist drew a line in the sand
Nov. 11 in addressing the conserv-
ative Federalist Society: “One way
or another, the filibuster of judi-
cial nominees must end.” The way
he indicated was a rules change —
the nuclear option.

That generated speculation that,
when the new Senate convenes on
Jan. 4, the Republican leadership
will propose a rules change. Reid, .
the Senate’s reigning master of
parliamentary tactics, has
promised to “screw things up” by.
bringing the chamber’s activities
to a standstill. Frist would only
tell me he wants “a full set of
options, ready and available.”
However, Senate sources believe
Frist will bide his time on opening
day and wait to make a point of
order to change the rules.

This is precisely what Byrd did
as majority leader, as explained in
an article by Martin Gold and
Dimple Gupta to be published in

)

the January issue of the Harvard
Journal on Law and Public Policy.
They wrote that Byrd “developed
four precedents that allowed a
simple majority to change Senate
procedures governing debate with-
out altering the text of any stand-
ing rule.” In each case, Byrd suc-
cessfully overcame dilatory tactics
by the Republican minority.

It remains an open question
whether Frist can mobilize
Republicans as effectively as Byrd
commanded Democrats to get even
51 votes. The “New England
Three” of liberal Republican sena-
tors from Maine and Rhode Island
may vote no. John McCain and
Chuck Hagel have misgivings,
with Hagel recalling the dark
Republican days of the “70s when
only a handful of Republican sena-
tors stood up against the
Democratic tide. :

Most worrisome to Frist is criti-
cism from respected conservative
voices — George F. Will and the
National Review — that the
nuclear opposition undermines a
bulwark of limited government.
But Republicans never have
employed the filibuster to block
liberal judges. The failure to con-
firm Lyndon Johnson’s nomina-
tion of Abe Fortas as chief justice
was caused not by a Republican
filibuster (as is now claimed), but
by inability to get a majority of
votes in a heavily Democratic
Senate. Using the filibuster to
block judges is something new,
and the Frist scenario looks like
the only way to end it.

To find out more about Robert D.
Novak and read his past columns,
visit the Creators Syndicate web
page at www.creators.com.
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The Herald is always interested in our readers’ opinions.
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer

several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
at newsdesk@crcom.net.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

« Limit your letters to no more than 300 words

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author.

« Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson

We have what it takes to make a difference, Lord, when we
trust in You.
Amen
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President
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U.S. Senator
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Land of the second

n this year’s State of the

Union speech, President Bush

extolled America as the “land

of the second chance.” It’s a
crying shame that his record
granting-presidential pardons and
commutations — only 31, with the
four pardons
announced this week
— belies that gener-
ous sentiment.

At the heart of the
issue is how this
country chooses to
treat people who
have broken the law.

According to the

National Institute on DEBRA
Drug Abuse, some 39 SAUNDERS
percent of high-

school seniors said

they had used drugs mmm———

in the previous year.

Most of them won't get caught,
and most will go on to become
productive citizens. Some of them
will become involved in drug deal-
ing, and some will go to prison.

The average sentence for a feder-
al inmate is now 50 months, dou-
ble what it was 20 years ago,
according to the U.S. Sentencing
Commission.

America’s war on drugs has
taken an ugly turn. Federal
mandatory-minimum sentences
have become so warped that some
first-time non-violent drug offend-
ers are serving sentences longer
than those that violent killers
often serve.

I realize that some readers have
no problem with sentencing first-
time non-violent drug offenders to
decades behind bars. They don’t
differentiate between violent
career criminals and young people
with murky futures who embark
on a path more dangerous to
themselves than to others. .

The lock-them-up-and-throw-
away-the-key crowd doesn’t notice
people who committed crimes but
then became positive forces within
their community. Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger pardoned on

Wednesday three such men — one
convicted of burglary and driving
under the influence of drugs,
another for two counts of selling a
controlled substance, and the third
for possession of marijuana for
sale and transportation of a con-
trolled substance decades ago. All
three served their time, and then
turned their lives around and
became contributing members of
society.

Bush has cleared 31 ex-cons’
records by issuing pardons —
that's less than half the 77 pardons
issued by his one-term father. The
number of federal prisoners now
stands at a record — more than
180.000 — yet Bush has commuted
a measly two sentences.

A first-time non-violent offender
named Clarence Aaron is sitting
in an Atlanta prison sentenced to
life without parole, that is, life
until he dies a natural death with-
out taking a another breath as a
free man. Aaron has served 11
years of his sentence — yet Bush
has not lifted a pen to free him.
Then, there’s Chrissy Taylor, who
at age 19 was sentenced to 19
years and seven months for buy-
ing legal drugs for her 35-year-old
boyfriend’s illegal drug operation.
As the group Families Against
Mandatory Minimums writes,
Chrissy “was barely an adult
when this happened, and she will
be 36 years old before she gets any
kind of second chance.”

Unless the president frees her.

When Bush was running for re-
election, his low pardon record
was at least politically understand-
able. In the last two decades, pres-
idents and presidential hopefuls
only have been hurt when they've
used their clemency power. Bush,
too, was burned: As Texas gover-
nor, he pardoned a man with a
misdemeanor drug charge, only to
see the man re-enter the justice
system as a deputy constable who
was arrested for stealing cocaine.

Re-election is no longer a factor
for Bush. And because the

State Representative BEN

Phone: (512) 463-0604

OFFICE — 264-2200.
LoCKHART, COUNTY
JUDGE — Home: 263-41565;
Office: 264-2202.

EmMMA BrOowN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724, Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

" _BuL CrookiR — Home:
_ 263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-
0269; Work (Ponderosa
Nursery): 263-4441.

chance?

Department of Justice is big
enough to screen applicants thor-
oughly, Bush needn’t worry about
releasing the wrong convict.

“When you think of the enor-
mous good that could be done with
the (pardon) power, and what the
(constitutional) framers thought
about it as a test of presidential
mettle and integrity, you can see
that it is a truer measure of presi-
dential courage than almost any-
thing else the president does,”
Margaret C. Love, the pardon
attorney under Presidents Bush
pere and Bill Clinton, wrote on the
Sentencing and Law Policy blog.

Mary Price of FAMM figures
“we could probably come up with
40 names” for Bush of inmates
whose sentences should be com-
muted.

San Diego attorney Sam Sheldon
helped win a pardon for first-time
non-violent offender Serena Nunn,
whom President Clinton pardoned
in July 2000. Instead of completing
a 16-year prison sentence, Nunn
graduated from Arizona State
University with honors and “just
finished her second year yester-
day” at the University of
Michigan. \

“The people I worked with didn’t
believe me,” Sheldon said when he
warned them about draconian fed-
eral drug sentences — and they
were lawyers. They didn’t come
around until Nunn's judge signed
a letter urging that her sentence
be commuted.

Now, Nunn is about to bécome
an attorney. She got her second
chance — thanks to President
Clinton.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at wwuw.cre-
ators.com.
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sion. “It’s an honor. It’s some-
thing where you try to work and
be the best officer you can and
something like this happens —
it’s just overwhelming.”

Gordon said he made the deci-
sion to become a peace officer in
high school, trying to avoid
what he describes as a “desk
job.”

“I've been with the Big Spring
Police Department since May of
1995,” said Gordon, who graduat-
ed from South Plains College
with an associate’s degree in law
enforcement.

“It was something I had always
wanted to do. I had a great-
grandfather that was in law
enforcement, but my interest in
the field was really what made
me want to be a police officer.”

Gordon said the face of law
enforcement has changed
immensely over the past 10
years, and while the idea of
catching criminals was what

drew him to the occupation,
there’s still a lot of “desk work”
involved.

“In just the amount of time
that I've been here (with the Big
Spring Police Department),
there has been a really dramatic
change between the way I start-
ed out doing things and the way
we do them now,” said Gordon.
“There have been a tremendous
number of changes just in the
way the paperwork is handled,
going from hand-written reports
to computer-generated reports.
The new racial profiling laws
have also brought about a lot of
changes. With all of the updates
to the laws just since I started,
it’s represented a very dramatic
change.

“The paperwork involved in
our job is amazing. A lot of peo-
ple think we go out and write
tickets all day and throw people
in jail and that’s the end of it —
but it’s not. That’s only about 10
percent of our job, while the
other 90 percent is time spent
typing reports, doing paperwork
or testifying in court.”

Gordon said several recent

attacks on fellow police officers
are a major concern for the
police department, but for the
most part, it’'s all in a day’s
work.

“You have to take it a day at a
time,” said Gordon.
always watching out for poten-
tial threats. Unfortunately there
are people out there that want to
attack officers or just don’t want
to go to jail or play by the rules.
But we have to go on with our
daily routines knowing the
threat exists and continue on
with our jobs.”

Also receiving awards from
the BSPD were Sgt. Tony Everett
for supervisor of the year; Ann
Reed, civilian of the year; and
Lt. Robert Fitzgibbons, Jerry G.
Edwards Award for
Professionalism. Officer Scott
Knight received a letter of com-
mendation for saving the life of
a motorist trapped in a burning
car.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by
e-mail at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

“You're #

Lawmakers propose cell phone limi

HOUSTON (AP) — Several lawmakers have filed b
the upcoming legislative session that would m&p mg
of cell phones by drivers. 5 s

Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, and Rep Jose M \en
San Antonio, have proposed leglslation would allow
handsfree cell phones while driving, excepttor cullsv ' ﬁmar-‘
gency responders. T :

Under Menendez’s bill, violators could pay ﬁnas ,ringins‘
from $25:to $200.

Similar laws have been enacted in New Jersey. the'mm%t
of Columbia and New York, although complaints arose after
New Yorkers began ignoring the law shortly after enactment
as law enforcement grew lax, said David Strayer, a member
of the University of Utah’s psychology faculty, .

Ellis admitted talking on the cell phone ‘was a distraction
for him a few years ago when he nearly crashed into anoth-
er vehicle.

“I almost hit somebody when I was on the phone, Ellis'
said. “I think that driving with a cell phone toyoureat some-
times can be as hazardous as driving while you're drunk.
This phone can be as mind-altering as alcohol.”

Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, took a different approach with
his cell phone bill. He is seeking to ban the use of all tele-
phones while driving for those under 18 with restricted
licenses for novice drivers.

Seliger’s approach shows promise, since similar restric-
tions regarding operating hours and number of passengers
have reduced fatalities for beginning drivers by as much as
50 percent, Strayer said.

DEPUTY

Continued from Page 1A

mine went to work here
at the sheriff’s office, and
I got to ride with him a
little bit and I got inter-
ested in it. So I made the
decision to go to the acad-
emy.”

While the decision to
become a deputy may
have only taken a few
minutes to make, Hall
said the reality of attend-
ing police academy class-
es in Midland while work-
ing a full-time job was
anything but easy.

“I was working a full
time job while I was going
to the academy because 1
couldn’t afford to just
take three months,” said
Hall. “It was pretty tough.
When 1 first started, it
was pretty easy to do
because I wanted to do it

so badly. I really enjoyed
it, but I was only getting
two or three hours of
sleep each night and hav-
ing to drive to Midland
every day.

“I was working for a
construction company at
the time. I would go to
work at about 6 a.m. and
then work through lunch.
After about eight hours I
would have to go straight
to the academy in
Midland, where I would
get out of class at about 11
p.m. That put me back in
Big Spring at about mid-
night, and I would get up
the next morning and do
it all over again. It was
great, but toward the end
I was getting pretty
cranky,” he said with a
laugh.

Hall said the job itself
hasn’t changed much
over the past eight years,
but the shear volume .of

calls he and other
deputies respond to cer-
tainly has.

“We’'re a lot busier
now,” said Hall. “We get a
lot more calls than we did
when 1 first started. It
seems like we get a call
for every little thing.
People expect us to be
miracle workers, and if
there’s even the slightest
problem they call us. A
lot of calls are from peo-
ple who are mad at one
another and just want to
try to use us as a tool for
revenge.

“We have a lot of fun
though. We have a really
good bunch of people here
at the sheriff’s office and
there have been a lot of
changes made. Being so
short-handed can make 1t
tough at times.”

Add increased calls to
the enormous area the
sheriff’s office covers, and

Hall said you have a
recipe for tough situa-
tions for deputies in need
of help.

“We have such a big
area to cover,” said Hall.
“With the police depart-
ment, if they need assis-
tance for anything their
help is maybe a minute or
two away. If we need help
and call for backup out
there, it may be 20 to 30
minutes before someone
can get there. And with
the rural areas, a lot of
times our radios don’t
work. So when you’re out
there, you may be by

Look What's New
In Big Spring!!

SPICE

Gifts ~ Accessories
207 W. 10th 264-6002

yourself. That makes it a
challenge.”

In addition to naming
the Deputy of the Year,

the Howard County
Sheriff’'s Office also
awarded its annual

Civilian of the Year to
Dispatcher Jennifer
Burger, who said she was
shocked to receive the
prestigious award.

“I was shocked. It’s such
a big award,” said Burger.
“I was so shocked I cried
in front of everyone. It’'s a
great honor.”

Burger said being the
eyes and ears for deputies

202 Sellry * 267-6278

in the field can be very
tough at times, but it
offers its own kind of
reward.

“At times it’s nerve-
wracking — knowing that
you're responsible for
their safety out there —
and in an emergency-type
situation it can be very
frustrating,” said Burger.
“It’s also very reward-
ing.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

Benny Boyd

Chevy + Chrysler + Dodge - Jeep

GMC - Pontiac + Buick + Cadillac
1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamesa, TX

866-236-2693

Scenic Mountain Medical Center
invites you to join our...

December 2004

December 20 * Monday

* Games - 2:00 pm

* Sit & Be Fit - 4:00 pm

December 21 ¢ Tuesday

* Mall Walking - 8:00 am

* Supper Club “Cowboy’s’ - 5:30 pm

* R.S.V.P. Christmas Council Party
Gale’s - 3:00 pm

December 22 » Wednesday
* Stretch & Tone - 11:00 am
* Senior Appreciation Day - 11:30 am

December 23 ¢ Thursday
* Mall Walking - 8:00 am
* Coffee @ Gale’s - 10:00 am

December 24 ¢ Friday

Open

December 25 ¢ Saturday
Christmas Holiday - Merry Christmas!

December 26 ¢ Sunday
Open

It all adds up! Newspapers in the classroom help
our children become better readers.

Thank you to the following businesses

for supporting the education

of our local children.
as====SILVER SPONSOR-===-==

D
E
C
p.
e
2
0
0
ATMOS December 77 Monday 4

* Senior Circle Office Closed

energy
-====-BRONZE SPONSORS==-=-=

Big Sprang
WAL-MART

ALWAYS THE LOW PRICE
ON THE BRANDS YOU TRUST

December 28 * Tuesday
* Mall Walking - 8:00 am
* Senior Circle Office Closed

December 29 » Wednesday
* No Stretch & Tone Today!

* Senior Appreciation Day - 11:30 am
* Senior Circle Office Closed

December 30 * Thursday
* Mall Walking - 8:00 am
* Coffee @ Gale’s - 10:00 am

} No Child Birth Classes
< In December

=====-CLASSROOM SPONSORS=====-

Finsy ,
ORI Western Container
Corporation

Big Spring Farm Supply
=e====SCHOLASTIC SPONSORS====>=
Myers & Smith

Blum’s Jewelers Gale’s Sweet Shoppe
Law office of Timothy Yeats Jane Armstrong

Warren Chiropractic

-

Mike Abusaab

Free Pregnancy Testing Every Day
9:00 am -6:00 pm
OB Department, 2nd Floor,
Results In 4 Minutes

Donna Mills, RN.
Director Of Women'’s Services

OB Dept., 268-4550

Volunteer/Sr. Circle Director

*Anita Cline,
268-4721
Senior Circle Office
Tues.-Thurs.
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Road To Recovery f

(Transportation For
Cancer Patients)

For more information on how you can become an
NIE sponsor call Angie at 432-263-7331 ext. 240.

LaWanda Ham,
263-7827

Tl
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Sewing implements bring on a case of hives

come from the gener-

ation that breaks out
into hives at the

sight of a sewing imple-

in the holes of a button.

Safety pins are awesome,

but they aren’t magic.
Rips and tears can

all over. She very kindly

said I could and I tossed

it in the trash can.
There was one guy in

Satellite broadband improves productivity for small businesses

(NAPSA) — There’s a
big myth that many small
business owners come up
against: “If 1 can’t get
cible or DSL, I can't get

ductivity. Businesses can
receive and quickly
respond to orders online,
conduct research, pur-
chase inventory, access

es are discovering they
can get the service they
need via satellite.

“l was extremely frus-
trated because we didn’t

ment. sometimes benefit from our class, (the best tailor  high-speed Internet (also electronic documents think high-speed Internet

During my formative the pin, but then there of all of us) and he found known as broadband).” from suppliers, and a5 available in our
years, VELCRO was dis- are those other times my garment in the trash If that were true, it receive large e-mail region,” said David
covered and hotglue, as when only a sewing and picked it up. He would mean that some attachments. Geiger, who is a parts and

well as
iron-ons,
were really
getting pop-
ular.

This is
why I
believe in
safety pins.

machine will suffice.

In highschool, I took
Home Ec as an elective.
Our assignment for the
semester was to pick out
a pattern and materials,
bring them to school and
sew our project.

Knowing that I wasn’t

took it to the teacher
and said, in his slow
drawl, “Mrs. Hensley,
someone threw their
bonnet in the trash.”

I was humiliated. Not
only was my vest a com-
plete failure, it looked
like-a bonnet!

businesses could not get
the broadband Internet
access they need to
remain competitive in
today’s marketplace.
According to the Small
Business Association, 73
percent of small business-
es have some type of

As these applications
become more prevalent
and customers become
increasingly reliant on
the Internet for purchas-
ing and communications,
experts say businesses
without broadband access
will struggle to compete.

service manager for a
small business called CKS

“And almost all of my
suppliers and manufac-
turers had gone to online
Web ordering and report-
ing in the last few years.”

Geiger is not alone.

These lit- ‘ a seamstress, my mom I made another stab at I : “ Tens of thousands of
i CHRISTY g . X nternet access, with 58 Fortunately, there are  *€ .

tle things ey l\:::'pegi rrnnelgl‘fé‘sfut A :ifﬁgl?:uﬁﬁﬁt{]t{fx&e 4  percent of them subscrib- other affordable and reli- small and medium enter-

serve a Y. SUBPID VOSL. B é : ing to  high-speed able alternatives-such as Prises have discovered

boatload of I bought trim and up my project on time. Internet. satellite-to get business- that satellite is an afford-

plf;poses. S thx;;aélld and sttralght pins She gaveIrtrlledan 801( : Small and medium busi- quality broadband,” says able and effective high:

son actually does sew
these days, I think they
are very accomplished
indeed.

Of course, since I have
a bad attitude toward the
whole needle/thread
thing,

I say pish posh and
buy everything ready
made.

Unfortunately, buttons
still fall off of clothing,
and rips and tears do
occur. I have tried, in
vain, to put a safety pin

Without too much
stress, I cut out the vest.
Days later, I had it all

sewn together.

Trim time. I had
picked out the tiniest of
trim and it was sheer
torture trying to sew it
around each edge.

My deadline of six
weeks was fast approach-
ing and I still hadn’t fin-
ished my vest.

With only about two
weeks to go, I asked my
teacher if I could start

hard.

I made a couple of
attempts to sew later in
life, but all were equally
as stressful.

That is why I'll stick
with safety pins.

Christy Alton is mother
of two, works full time
and is married to her
park ranger, Ron. She
writes this column for
her friends and family
and for the Big Spring
Herald.

Region 18 material available for viewing

parents and other inter-

previewing material

seen.

Internet to improve cus-
tomer communications,
grow their sales revenue
and improve overall pro-

dent of Hughes Network
Systems.

The good news is that
more and more business-

For more information
about satellite high-speed
Internet access, visit
www.dwayforbiz.com.

Video and audio-visual 2811 LaForce Blvd., available on this date, the
material used in local Midland International person making the A B -
classrooms is available Airport. request will be given a % :
for viewing Jan. 27 by Anyone interested in date on which it may be J j A
"
4 \

ested adults at the Region should notify the center Persons wishing to — 2

18 Education Service at least five days in request preview of the Full Moon Roofing would like to thank all our : wﬁ like'w

Center. advance. films may call Pam Winn, . o ‘g"t Texas
The session is 8 a.m.  Specific titles may be media supervisor of the customers, employees and families for ~Dk‘°ct°r DeL

until 4:30 p.m. at the cen- requested. education service center, making 2004 our best year. told the A

ter, which is located at Intheeventafilmisnot at 432- 567-3260. Press on Mon

SCENIC MOUNTAIN e-Sales :
MEDICAT CERTER Liak dis. oell youw sty Ranked #11 Texas Contractors * Ranked #95 Contractor In America
e f?q"(::,',:":'fy’ i on ebay Maryw FREE ESTIMATES * (432) 267-5478 ¢ Big Spring, Texas
1601 W. 11th PI.  Big Spring, TX ::3470: A Sonic #2 llenry Backes s
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Do you have an interesting sports item or
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331,
Ext. 237. Email results to:

sports@bigspringherald.com
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the game with 11 polnts
Lewi

take on

"-:Brown gets 1 new
zc'oni ract, raise

. ANA
(AP}« s, With T

; . with a raise. for
coac ‘Mack Brown.

~ "We like' what we' ve
got," Texas Athletlc
_Director DeLoss Dodds
told the Associated
Press on Monday, "He's
done a. wopderful job
with the program.” -

yla re's no
better" plaéef”to coach
E%T t};e Unjmst’ ¥ of
: Although Brown has
been . criticized for a
five-game losiﬁg streak
“to Big 12 . thxkval
Oklahoma, Texas (10-1)
has won at least 10
games the last four sea-
'sons and has become a
regular fixture among
the Top 10 in the
Associated Press rank-
ings during his seyen-
year tenure.

g §"' 254 '
" tu g A

Vols” QBs out .

for Colton Bowl?
IRVING .- Both. Rof
;.5Tennessee ﬂaes
‘quarterback may be,
‘out for the Cotto Bowl
~ Junior Ric}f 0

‘will start as plannet'l in
‘Saturday's’ .~ game
;against Texaa A&M (7

ey, who finished

ff;wogkmg up a new con-

Parcells ready for changes, not necessarily at QB

By JAIME ARON
AP Sports Writer

IRVING — With the Dallas
Cowboys eliminated from the
playoffs, coach Bill Parcells said
Monday he's going into the last
game ready to take a look at
some players who haven't played
much this season.

Even at quarterback?

"I'm going to think that over,"
Parcells said. "I'll let you know
Wednesday what I'm going to do
exactly."

Parcells said "there's a chance"

Vinny Testaverde will remain
the starter, which means there's
also a chance Tony Romo or
Drew Henson will play Sunday
night on the road against the
New York Giants.

There's no chance of a Romo
Henson rotation.

"I couldn't practice both of
them enough,” he said. "That
wouldn't be fair. I think what I'll
do is practice one of them and
then decide what we'll try to do."

Henson has taken snaps in
three games, even starting on
Thanksgiving. Two weeks ago he

was dropped to No. 3, a move
Parcells insisted was merely
rotating the backups, not a demo-
tion.

Once Romo became No. 2,
Parcells said he was looking for
the right situation for the sec-
ond-year quarterback to make
his NFL debut. That hasn't hap-
pened and now his window of
opportunity may have closed.

Parcells could go back to
Henson, saying it is his turn-in
the rotation. He noted Monday
that "Henson had a really good
week of practice on the scout

team last week, probably his best
of the season."

Then again, Parcells also said
that Romo "was well-prepared.”

"Tony was mentally ready to
play if he had to," Parcells said.
"So we'll see."

Parcells has started breaking in
different players on the offensive
line, at linebacker and in the
secondary. He's = considering
more this week, but those moves
can't match the attention paid to
the quarterback depth chart.

See COWBOYS, Page 2B

By BARRY WILNER
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didn't use him last week.

AP Football Writer

KRT photo/Eric Mencher/Philadeiphia Inquirer
The Eagles’ Roderick Hood tries to stop the Rams’ Isaac Bruce after Bruce caught a pass in the second quarter of their
game in St. Louis on Monday night.
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Rams keep playoff-hopes alive

topping punchless Eagles, 20-7

Top 25
for men
a repeat

By JIM O'CONNELL
AP Basketball Writer

Illinois and = Kansas
were 1-2 in The
Associated Press' college
basketball poll for a
fourth straight week
Monday, and the 25 teams
in the rankings were the
same for the third consec-
utive week.

The Illini (11-0) beat
Missouri in their only
game last week and
received 55 first-place
votes and 1,779 points
from the national media
panel. This is Illinois'
third appearance at No. 1
and the others — in 1952
and 1989 — each lasted
only one week, though
the Illini did reach the
Final Four both years.

Kansas (8-0) played its
first game, since presea-
son All-America Wayne

Simien underwent
surgery on his left thumb
‘and” ‘beat Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. ~———*Ffe

Jayhawks, who were the
preseason No. 1, don't
expect to have the senior
power forward back for at
least a month. Kansas

But Martz turned to the young-

A win for the Jets would put

them into the AFC playoffs. -

"After all the drama we've been

received 13 first-place
votes and 1,699 points.

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis Rams

ster immedidtely

against

else goes down.

nent. Behind rookie
brief pro career,

for a wild-card berth.

make up for lost time."
Jackson,

still have high playoff hopes. The
Philadeiphia Eagles just hope the
playoffs get here before anyone

By beating the Eagles' junior var-
sity 20-7 Monday night, the Rams
(7-8) ensured their season finale
against the New York Jets would-
n't just be meaningful for the oppo-
Steven
Jackson's best performance of his
St. Louis stayed
alive for the NFC West crown or

"It was a statement game for me,"
Jackson said after rushing for 148
yards and a 5-yard touchdown
before bruising his right knee in
the fourth quarter. "It was a must-
win game. I wanted to come out
and run the ball pretty hard when
I had the opportunities. I wanted to

a first-round draft
choice and the first running back
selected last April, missed the last
two losses that dropped the Rams
t6 the edge of elimination. A previ-
ous knee injury sidelined him two
weeks ago, then coach Mike Martz

march.

44-yard field goal.

that — spectacular.”
Sunday and Seattle loses

West.
take the division, St.
having Minnesota lose

New Orleans tying.

Philadelphia (13-2), and it paid off.

In a stark departure from his
passing persona, Martz — perhaps
sensing it- wowld be rJackson's
night — called 10 running plays on
the opening drive that covered 73
yards. Jackson ran for 46 yards
and Marshall Faulk for 27 on the

Jackson also had a 43-yard run in
the second period on a drive that
ended with Jeff Wilkins missing a

"That first series, we were hand-
ing the ball to him and he's run-
ning through them, around them,
every which way you can," Martz
said. "He's a terrific back and it
afforded us the ability to go down
and not throw the ball one time.
When you've got a guy playing like

If the Rams.(7-8) beat the Jets on

lay it all out there."

because they didn't

receiver Terrell Owens,

to them.

Donovan McNabb played

halftime, if not sooner.

See RAMS, Page 2B

through this year, to be in position
to potentially get into the playoffs,
how awesome is that?" Martz said.
"We will show up next week and

The Eagles, who own home-field
advantage for the NFC playoffs,
didn't lay it out Monday night
need
Perhaps spooked by the ankle and
leg injury that has sidelined star
they
weren't about to jeopardize other
stars in a game that meant nothing

Running back Brian Westbrook,
their prime offensive threat with
Owens out, was scratched, along
with starting tackle Tra Thomas.

series, when the Eagles got their
only points. Defensive end Jevon
Kearse never got onto the field and
to most of the starters were gone by
Atlanta, 8t. Louis will win the NFC
If the Seahawks win and
Louis can
make the playoffs by winning and

"You have to make a decision and
there have been some good ones
that have gone this route and there | yje.
at have been some bad ones that have
Washington, or by Carolina and

The top 11 teams stayed
the same from last week.

Oklahoma State (9-0),
which received the other
four first-place votes, was
third and was followed by
North Carolina, Wake
Forest, Duke, Syracuse,
Kentucky, Georgia Tech
to.| and Pittsburgh.

Connecticut was No. 11
for the third straight
week and was followed by
Gonzaga, Washington,
Arizona, Texas, Iowa,
North Carolina State,
Alabama, Louisville and
George Washington.

The last five ranked
teams were Mississippi
one State, Cincinnati,
Michigan State,
Maryland and Virginia.

No one in the Top 25
lost last week but that
won't be the case this
week with four ranked
matchups on the sched-

On Tuesday, No. 12

See TOP 25, Page 2B

A record even Manning can’t touch until February

e big question won't be
answered until the play-
offs begin and even the
NFL's biggest control

freak is helpless " ‘
to do anything
thing about that
at the moment.

But the record
came exactly the
way Peyton
Manning wanted
it — in the flow
of a game, with
the clock ticking
down, and some-
thing left to play ¥
for. And by now,
you're probably
familiar, too, with a few of the
details in what sounded like a
harmonic convergence Sunday
under the big top in

Jim
LITKE

Indianapolis.

How Colts owner Jim Irsay
dispatched his private jet to
pick up Manning's snowbound
parents in Memphis and whisk
them back to Indy in time to see
the final 9 minutes of the game
and overtime. And how Archie
and Olivia Manning's middle
son sidled over to wide receiver
Brandon Stokley with a minute
left in regulation, called a play
the Colts had never used in a
game, then called a dummy
audible at the line to confuse
the Chargers and almost every-
one else in the building, and
then threw the ball toward the
end zone even before Stokley
made his final cut at the 5.

"The ball was on me so quick,
I'm just glad I was able to get
my hands up," Stokley said. "I

didn't have time to think about
it.

"It would have been embar-
rassing, to turn around and get
hit with it in the face."

The best thing from Manning's
standpoint, however, wasn't the
perfect timing, even though he
conceded, "I was afraid I might
have thrown it too early."

No, the best part was that
touchdown pass No. 49 of the
season, the one that put Dan
Marino in Manning's rearview
mirror, came with the Colts still
needing a 2-point conversion to
force the extra period, putting
off the celebrations until later.

“Those didn't commence until

Manning had engineered a 61-
yard drive in overtime to set up
Mike Vanderjagt's field goal that
secured Indianapolis' eighth

straight win and the No. 3 seed
in the AFC for the playoffs.

"I think Johnny Unitas would
have been proud of that drive,”
Manning said afterward, which
is as much celebrating as he
allowed himself.

Just seven seasons into a
career, Manning's link to some
of the greatest quarterbacks
ever is already secure. By just
about any measure, he's off to
the best start of any passer in
history. What remains to be
seen, though, is whether
Manning winds up linked with
prolific Hall of Famers like
Marino, Fran Tarkenton and
Jim Kelly or consistent Super
Bowl winners like Joe Montana.

Championships are an

See LITKE, Page 28
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By CHUCK SCHOFFNER
AP Sports Writer

Connecticut's long run
is over. The dominant
program in women's bas-
ketball over the last
decade no longer is a Top
10 team.

On a day that New
Mexico joined the AP
poll for the first time,
Connecticut dropped to
11th after splitting two
road games, ending a
run of 199 straight
appearances in the Top
10.

The last time the
Huskies were ranked
this low was the week of
Jan. 25, 1994. They
moved to ninth the fol-
lowing week and had
been in the Top 10 in
every poll since until
Monday. UConn won five
national championships
along the way, including
the last three.

Connecticut (5-2),
which had been eighth,
lost at Arizona State 61-
50 last week, then beat
Colorado State 63-44 two
days later. Not since the
1992-93 season had the
Huskies lost twice in the
first six games.

During its long stint in
the Top 10, Connecticut
spent 94 weeks at No. 1
and rarely was out of the
top four.

"It has been as big a
struggle as anytime I've
been at Connecticut,"
coach Geno Auriemma
said last week.

Although ranked teams
were involved in just 18
games last week, that
was enough to produce
some significant changes
in the poll.

LSU remained unani-
mous at No. 1 in the vot-
ing by a nationwide
media panel, but Duke
replaced Stanford at No.
2 and Baylor moved up
to third, its highest rank-
ing ever. Michigan State
joined the Top 10 for the
first time.

New Mexico has gained
national attention under

UConn falls from Top 10;
New Mexico makes debut
in AP women’s hoops poll

coach Don Flanagan by
winning consistently
and drawing huge
crowds to The Pit and
the Lobos finally
squeezed into the poll,
joining at No. 25.

"It's a compliment to
these players and our
program," said Flanagan,
whose teams have made
seven straight postsea-
son -tournament appear-
ances. "It says a lot about
our schedule and the
early success that we've
had."

Arizona State returned
at No. 21 after a one-
week absence, while
Houston and UCLA
dropped out.

LSU (11-0) completed a
long road trip with a 72-
52 victory at UC Santa
Barbara last week and
received all 45 first-place
votes, the fourth straight
week the Lady Tigers
were unanimous.

Stanford (8-1) lost at
Tennessee on a last-sec-
ond shot in its only game
last week and dropped to
fifth, enabling Duke (11-
1) to climb one spot to
second. Duke finished
the pre-Christmas por-
tion of its schedule with
an 81-31 rout of Ball
State.

Baylor (9-1), fifth last
week, jumped past Texas
into the No. 3 spot, just
one point ahead of the
Longhorns. The Lady
Bears have won nine
straight since a 71-70 loss
to LSU in their opener.

Texas held at No. 4 and
Stanford was fifth, fol-
lowed by Notre Dame,
North Carolina,
Tennessee, Ohio State
and Michigan State. The
Spartans moved up from
11th, which had been
their highest ranking
previously.

Minnesota was 12th
and Texas Tech 13th.
Then it was Boston
College, Vanderbilt and
Georgia, followed by
Maryland, Iowa, DePaul
and Purdue.

Arizona State, Kansas

SPORTS

COWBOYS

Continued frgm Page 1B

That's been the main
issue surrounding the
team since October, when
it began to look like the
Cowboys weren't going to

make the playoffs.
Parcells stuck with
Testaverde anyway,

insisting that the 41-year-
old gave Dallas the best
chance to win. And with
five games left, the
Cowboys had a realistic
chance to get in.

They blew it, though, by
losing at home to New
Orleans on Dec. 12.

"Had we won that game,
I would have been disap-
pointed if we didn't make

Continued from Page 1B

gone this route,” coach
Andy Reid said after his
team's six-game winning
streak was snapped. "So I

it," Parcells said Monday.
"I think that's where the
season, the real season,
got away from us. There
are other games you can
look at and say they could
have gone a different way
as well. It doesn't make
any difference; that New
Orleans loss was the one
that hurt us the most."
Dallas still was mathe-
matically alive the last
two games, helping
Testaverde remain the
starter. In a quirk befit-
ting this season, the
Cowboys were eliminated
Sunday about the same
time Testaverde threw a
39-yard touchdown—pass
to rookie Patrick Crayton
with 30 seconds left to
beat Washington 13-10.
Fans jeered Testaverde
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every time he came out
for a series. There were
many anti-Testaverde
signs and even chants of
"Ro-mo" after an intercep-
tion. Parcells, said
Monday that Testaverde
frustrated him during the
Redskins game, too, but
said the winning throw
wds the kind of thing he's
seen Testaverde do.

"You have to step up, see
it and throw it accurately
with not too much air
under it and put it in the
right spot or else our
receiver is going to have
to come back for it, get
pushed out or, worse yet,
get tackled -in bounds,"
Parcells said. "It's not so
much why I trust him,
that's just some of the
things that he can do that

I'm not sure.others would
do under the same cir-
cumstances."

The pass capped a 75-
yard drive that started
with Dallas trailing - by
four with 1:25 remaining
and no timeouts left. Add
in the rough treatment
Testaverde endured from
the home crowd and
Parcells considers it a
good lesson for his young
quarterbacks to have wit-
nessed.

"I think probably the
best thing that happened
to them was having
Testaverde here," Parcells
said. "They have seen it
all now. They have
learned and watched him
work. It couldn't be a bet-
ter laboratory for any-
one."

don't think there's any
answer. I think you look
at past history when I've
been here, so I made that
decision to rest some
guys."

The second-string
defenders couldn't handle
Jackson or quarterback

Marc Bulger, who also
missed the Rams’ last two
games with a shoulder
problem.

Bulger was sharp, going
20-for-27 for 233 yards,
and hit Isaac Bruce for a
7-yard touchdown.

Martz revealed after the

game that Bulger has
been playing hurt since
the season opener.

Philadelphia managed
only 155 yards against the
24th-ranked defense, 63 on
the McNabb-led drive to
Freddie Mitchell's 7-yard
TD catch.

TOP 25

LITKE
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unyielding measure in
a team game like foot-
ball, where even the
quarterback can only do
so much. Marino couldn't
will himself a running
game — ever — and John
Elway had to wait until
he was 37 for all the
other pieces to fall into
place.

Manning has been a
staple on rotisserie
league teams since he
strolled into the league —
he's having arguably the
best season ever while
pulling the strings for
one of the most produc-
tive offenses ever. But as
a student of the game,
Manning knows that for

all the glossy numbers
Marino put up, his prede-
cessor is still most
remembered for never
passing his team to a
Super Bowl win. Maybe
that's why, for all his
impressive work in the
pocket, Manning does
just as much maneuver-
ing in interviews.

He put the team's goal
to win a championship at
the top of his priority list
when he reported for
training camp and he's
managed to keep it there,
no matter how much the
hype focused on his indi-
vidual performances.
Manning shares the cred-
it every bit as deliberate-
ly as he shares the ball,
having learned that the
fastest way to improve
on a 2-4 record in the

playoffs is to have his
teammates as prepared
and motivated as he is.
And so it should have
come as no surprise that
Dominic Rhodes, the
part-time running back
who returned a kick 88
yards in the final quarter
to make the comeback
against the Chargers pos-
sible, said afterward, "As
much as it's his, I feel
like it's my record, too.
"When I get old, in my
50s or whatnot, I'll say I
was on that team when
he threw that touchdown.
I was a part of every-
thing he's done, and
we've done," Rhodes said.
"It's.a special feeling."
Even Manning couldn't
deny that much.
"It's an individual
thing, but it meant a lot

Sy AR, 5 g,
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Gonzaga plays No. 3
Oklahoma State in
Oklahoma City. On
Friday, No. 22 Cincinnati
faces No. 1 Illinois in Las
Vegas. On Saturday, No. 9
Georgia Tech is at No. 2

Kansas in a rematch of
last season's St. Louis
regional final, which
Georgia Tech won 79-71 in
overtime. The last of the
ranked. matchups is
Sunday when No. 5 Wake
Forest is at No. 25
Virginia in an Atlantic
Coast Conference game.
The ACC has seven

ranked teams for the fifth
straight week, again
matching the record for
most schools from one
league in the Top 25.
Besides the two playing
Sunday, the other ACC
teams are North Carolina,
Duke, Georgia Tech,
North Carolina State and
Maryland.

to a lot of people. And
that," he said, "means
something to me."

But it will mean much
more if the Colts are still
playing when February
rolls around.

"We are happy about
the regular-season
records," Indianapolis
coach Tony Dungy said,
staying on message. "But
we are looking for the
big prize once the play-
offs start."

Jim Litke is a national
sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to
him at jlitke@ap.org

Expert & Aftordable
WINDOW
TINTING

I AM THE NEW YEAR!

will come
visit you many
times. I will
give you the
chance to be a good
little boy or girl
each time. Are you
already a good little
boy or girl? I
thought so! Your
parents told me
you are. You are
really nice.

When I come, I will bring new flow-
ers. Will you stop and smell my flow-
ers? Will you look at the beauty in
them? Will you really see the pretti-
ness of what I have worked so hard to
show you?

When I come, I will bring new baby
horses. Do you like horses? Do you
think I do a good job of making baby
horses cute? Have you ever ridden a
horse? I make them soft and gentle so
you can pet them. I make them big and
strong so they can carry you on their
backs, if you would like to ride them.
Have you ever pefted a baby horse?
Have you ever ridden a big horse? 1
bring big horses. I bring small horses.
I bring horses of many colors. Which
color do you like best?

When I come, I will bring new baby
birds. Do you like birds? Do you have
a pet bird? I will bring many different
kinds of birds. I will bring many dif-
ferent colors of birds. The birds will
all sing different songs. Do you like to
hear the birds singing? Which bird do
you like best of all? I bring big birds.
I bring small birds. And I also bring
birds of many colors. Do you like the
colors I choose? Which is your favorite
color of bird?

When I come, I will bring new trees.
Do you like trees? Do you like the
shade of a big tree in the summertime
when it is hot? Do you like to climb
on a big tree’s branches? Do you like to
see little squirrels scampering up a big
tree, jumping from branch to branch?
Do you like the fruit I will put on a
tree? Do you like the sound of the
wind whistling through my trees? Do
you have a tree in your yard?

When I come, I will bring new rain.
Do you like rain? Do you like to see it
falling from the sky? Have you ever
played in the rain on a warm day?
Sometimes, I will make the rain fall
softly, just so you can play in it.
Sometimes, I will make it rain hard, so
the trees and animals can have a nice
drink of water, because they love water
just like you do!

When I come, I will bring along the
most important thing in the world. Do
you know what the most important
thing is? It is something that no
amount of money can buy, but it is
free, and you can give it away forever,
to everyone you know, and you will
never run out! Have you guessed what
it is? You had a lot of it this year. You
gave a lot of it away to your family and
friends. They also gave you the same
thing back!

This thing is called love! Do you
know what love is? Do you know how
you feel whenever your parents hug
and kiss you? It makes you feel good,
doesn’t it? That is love! Do you know
how you feel when you hug and kiss
vour parents and friends? That is a
good feeling too, isn’t it? That is love!
Do you pet a little puppy and watch his
tail wagging? When he wags his tail,
he is telling you he loves you, too!

If you like to smell my flowers, or see
their beauty, that is love! If you ever
see a baby horse, and want to pet him,
that is love! If you watch birds and
like to hear them singing, and you
think their colors are pretty, that is
Jove! If you like to play in a soft rain
and watch the little trees growing into
big trees, and watch the little squirrels
scampering along their branches, that
is love!

And when I come, I will bring new
promises of a better year for you. I will
try to make you just a little bit happi-
er. I will try to make you smile just a
little bit more.

I will always come. Will you always
be just as sweet as you are right now,
for I need your help each year. If you
will help me, the both of us can make
this world even happier. Hug someone
new this year. Give your family and
friends a little extra hug this year.
Will you do this for me? I knew you
would!

I will come again next year, and I will
ask you if you if you helped me make
this year a happy one. And I know that
your answer will be “yes.”

I wish you a very prosperous and
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Business Opportunity

THIS NEWSPAPER is not re-
sponsible for the specific con-
tent of the National Classified
ads. Before investing money in
a business/employment oppor-
tunity with which you are unfa-
miliar, please call the National
Better Business Bureau at’
703-276-0100 or visit
www.bbb.org

Help Wanted

ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed at local Retail Com-
pany. Salary, health insurance
and 401k. Average 48 hrs.
weekly including nights until
7:00 pm. with alternating week-
ends. Please send Resume
and References to: P.O. Box
462, Big Spring, Tx. 79721.

Assistant. Manager = trainee.
Must have good driving record,
21 yrs old, motivated, paid va-

cations, retirement, health in-
» surance, salary. Apply in per-
son, Credit World, 1611

Gregg. No Phone Calls Please.

Help Wanted

ATTENTION STUDENTS
PT HOLIDAY WORK

Can be perm., Great Pay, Flex.
Sched. sales/service, no exp.
nec. All ages 18+ condition ap-
ply (432)699-6782.
www.workforstudents.com
<http://workforstudents.com>

CARPENTER NEEDED for
Resident & Light Commercial
remodeling. Must have carpen-
ter & painting experience,
transportation to and from
work. Call (432)267-2296.

MODERN HOME Health
Agency with new and exciting
programs for excellent patient
care and outcomes is search-
ing for RN’'s to join our team.
We offer our employees excel-
lent family oriented hours,
great pay, health insurance
plan with dental and life insur-
ance, 401k, mileage, and paid
time off. We are currently offer-
ing a $5000 sign on bonus.
Please apply at: Best Home
Care, 111 E. 7th., Suite C,
(432)263-3851.

Help Wanted

DO YOU enjoy working with
the elderly and want to be part
of a growing challenging indus-
try? If so, we invite you to in-
quire about a position in our
nursing department.

IDEAL CANDIDATE:

LVN or RN and MED AIDE
INTERESTED IN LONG TERM
EMPLOYMENT
RELATIONSHIP

EXCELLENT Starting pay
Health Insurance
Retirement Plan
Great Vacation with a Flexible
Schedule.

Apply at Mountain
Lodge, 2009 Virginia Ave.

View

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe-
troleum  Products. Coastal
serves high profile accounts &
needs dedicated professionals
to join our growing team in Big
Spring. Qualify 25 with class A
& One year driving experience.
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

Making Enocough?

Car Sales Experience?

11 Lines of new Vehicles - Over 100 used vehicles
“Above average Income”

Future Management Posslibllities g

Call Bob Bolin
1-866-236-2693 -or- 806-872-5484

Benny Boyd Auto Group-1611 N. Lubbock Hwy.-Lamesa

Help Wanted

HIRING
Parts Person
Field Mechanic
Asphalt Mechanic
Salary D.O.E.
E.O.E.

Call Vernon Bruton
(432)332-5070
Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving
1401 S. Grandview
Odessa, Texas 79761

RERRR AR T ARRA R AR AR AR R RR AR R R AR RN

Drivers

GIVE YOURSELF
MORE TIME OFF!

J.B. Hunt Dedicated is now hir-
ing professional drivers for po-
sitions offering BOTH weekly
time off and exceptional pay!
Average $800 per week and be
home up to a day & a half each
week! This dedicated package
also includes:

* Weekly pay, no delays
waiting for bills
* Paid vacation, pay raise
after one year
* Your own assigned
conventional
* 6-state area of operation
* Excellent benefits: medical,
dental, vision, 401Kk,
prescription discount, etc....

The holidays are here-give
rself the gift of more time
f! But call now; positions are
limited!

1-866-852-4327
EOE. Subj to d/s.
Class A & 6 mos. exp. req.

L e T

Help Wanted

MANAGER FOR new storage
facility. Experience not re-
quired, short training period.
Good wage, plus bonus based
on profits. Send resume to: c/o
P.O. Box 1431/113, Big Spring,
TX 79721-1431.

MOUNTAIN VIEW LODGE
Now Hiring a Cook

* Great Starting Pay

* Excellent Benefits

* Friendly Atmosphere

Apply in Person, 2009 Virginia
Ave.

NEED EXPERIENCE drillers &
roughnecks for Big Spring oil
company. Must be able to pass
drug test. Call (432)238-3832.

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube
Tech/Porter. Apply in person
only at Service Department
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca-
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

NOW HIRING spray applicator
driver. Class A-CDL license
and farm experience helpful.
Excellent benefits, Excellent
pay. Apply in person to Helena
Chemical Company, 100 S. St.
Peter, Stanton, Tx.

WAITRESSES NEEDED
Split Shift
Must be 18
Monday-Saturday
Apply in person,
Red Mesa Girill
2401 Gregg

Lost and Found

REWARD; Lost male grey cat,
800 East 3rd Street. Between
12/17 and 12/25/04. Collar with
tag (name). Has torn ear, miss-
Call

ing teeth, declawed.
(432)267-6305.

Miscellaneous

AFTER CHRISTMAS Blowout
Sale! New computer systems
starting at just $449! Name
brand Pentium4 and AMD Ath-
lons. Fast and fully loaded!
2515 Ent.. Call (432)466-0800.

SINGLE CHRISTIAN male
seeking room & board or
housesitting, in exchange for
house upkeep & chores. Ref-
erences, Shelby,
(432)264-7165.

National Ads

$$ FREE MONEY $$ for 2005!
Private-Government Grants for
Personal bills, School, Busi-
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live
Operators. Approx. $49 billion
dollars unclaimed 2004.
1-800-410-26813 ext. 31.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD-
LIFE / POSTAL $16.51 to
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits.

Paid Training. Call for Applica-
tion and Exam Information. No
Experience Necessary. Toll

Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

AKC PARTI Pomeranian
puppy, 7 weeks old, first shot
given. $400.00. Call after 5:30
pm (432)756-2288.

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day

Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

Bring Samples
To Your Home

PUT YOUR

STUCCO
DRIVEWAYS
E' SIDEWALKS
S————— BLOCK FENCES

All Types - Driveway
Patio, Sidewalk etc.
Handyman work,

Quality Fence Co.

Jimmy Marquoz -Owner

RA AD HERE ; Additions, 1 F FinestIn |§8%
e o Chico and Sons Patio g z% B & M Fence Co. Fencing éugﬂi
Nonay Thompson | | CALL 2637331 | | conaete " | e O | | S || wos
Herald Classifieds (432) 267-4044 etc. : 45 FREE ESTIMATES Chainlink
) ROBERT MARQUEZ
270-0548 TR Call 267-7659 X 2631613 Free Estimates
BIG 621 Sqt. Péredez === 1.800-525-1389 ¢
263-4548 s_EBL&G_HEBALD Frank Rubio Big Spring, TX 79720 or 263-5272 1008 Lamess Wuvy. - Big Spring 432-267-3349
FENCES FENCE HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT HQME IMPROVEMENT
MARQUEZ PREMIER FENCE Sheedy S| Gibbs Remodeling
FENCE CO. Sales, Service, Installation \“’ bl‘e .
. HOME REPAIR New home Construction « Room Additions
All types Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl, We Do It All!
£ Sheet Metal, Ornamental Residential & Commercial %“5“"(}‘ lwg"d Decks, Carports * Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior
0 en_ces Cus'om Gates Ceramic Tiles, Cabinets, Dryvwall, el.'nO. el, arpenter‘ \V ll H : " C 2 : Tl
& repairs. Oil Field ; vy Textures, Plumbing, Electrical Painting, Plumbing, alipaper nanging * Ceramic 11ie
Concrete work, carports Panels AC'Rgolf:ﬁ:ge[:gidctions Minat Kectricel Installation & Repa ighe-
All work guaranteed. Carports, Phone: 432-263-2911 'gﬂ ‘:ﬂmm All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.
Free Estimates Doa Runs. Cell: 432-816-3832 arage door repair,
Benny Marquez-Owner . (432) 686-7505 ~ R R gy e 54 Appliances installed Call 263-8285
267-5714 1409 Garden City Hwy. Midiand, Tx. 816-3030

AFFORDABLE HOME
MAINTENANCE

*Renovation
*Repairs

Satisfaction Guaranteed
NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!

Russ Crain (owner) 432-270-2585

DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS/OPENERS

Home Repair « Carpentry
Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced
Kitchen & Bath
BOB’'S CUSTOM
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-5811

Home Works

Full Service Building Contractor
New * Remodel * Additions * Repair
Residential - Commercial
Please Call For A Free Estimate

Jimmy Nopper * 432.517-0555

* Affordable Quality With

Attention to Detall *

FALL CLEANUP
TREE TRIMMING
TILLING & HAULING

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL

432-267-5460
LEAVE MESSAGE

816-6150

VENTURA
COMPANY

432-267-2655

Houses * Duplexes
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms

For rent/sale
JO9 K. 12TH
802 K. 12TH
606 A State
204 11TH

PUT YOUR
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

BIG
SP

__foorne K rooring [ camace sae inTERNET ADs N pesT conTroL J  WEB PRINTING

PALACIOS
ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Roofs, Room Additions,
Ceramic Tile, Fences,
Painting Insured & Bonded

Home Phone#
432-263-5430
Cell#
432-213-0363

JOHNNY FLORES
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel.
All type of repairs!
Work Guaranteed.

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs
and
Doctor of Repairs!
Free Bstimates!|
Big Spring & Surrounding Areas.

267-1110 i

SELL YOUR
HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

CALL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

For Information
On Internet Ads

Call .
Retail Advertising

263-7331
seana HERALD.

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL
Since 1954 .

432-263-6514

2008 Birdwell Lane
Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com

mm@swalpc.com

For Information
On Web Printing

Call
Tony Hernandez

263-7331
seana HERALD
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JACK RUSSELL Puppies:
Ready January 2nd. Call
(432)263-3255.

Real Estate for Rent
‘

LOVELY

NEIGHBORHOOD 4
COMPLEX a
Swimming Pool ;01
Carports, : ::1
Most Utilities Paid,  |¥]
Senior Citizen ::{
Discounts, >:<
| & 2 Bedrooms & :.1
lor 2 Baths }:4
Unfurnished ::1
KENTWOOD 4]
APARTMENTS  I{
1904 East 25th Street :{
267-5444 s

S 263-5000 17

SIS

1220 East 16th- 3/2 bath.
1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath.
602 1/2 George- 1/1 bath.
All have CH/A.
Call (432)267-2296.

1408 PARK. Very clean 2 bed-
room, 1 bath. CH/A, carpet and
garage. References required.
$350.00 month plus deposit.
Call (432)263-0551.

1501 HILLTOP Road, back of
house. One bedroom. $250.
month, $200. deposit. Water in-
cluded. Call afternoons & eve-
nings, (432)263-6922.

1503 SCURRY. Large one
bedroom, one bath. All bills
paid. $350. month, $200. de-
posit. Call (432)264-6611.

1505 TUSCON. Four bedroom,
two bath, CH/A. Call
(432)270-3848.

1605 KENTUCKY Way. 3 Bed-
room, ‘1 bath. Garage, CH/A,
fenced backyard, washer &
dryer connections $430/month,
$350/deposit. Call
(432)263-8005 or 816-1330.

538 Westover

BARCELONA APARTMENTS

Choose Your Own Monthly Rent Options
3299 Such As ALL BILLS PAID 5
MOVE IN SPECIAL + APPLICATION & SECURITY DEP. 8
OPEN SATURDAY

Real Estate for Rent

1606 11TH Place. 2 Bedroom,
1 bath with big den. Good
neighborhood. $350.00 month.
Call (432)263-6922, afternoons
& evenings.

1903 GREGG St for rent.
Great office or retail space.
$375/month plus deposit. Call
(432)213-2681.

2/2/3 near Elbow School.
Country home, good water,
quiet and shaay, large
grounds. Forsan ISD. $650
month, $650.00 deposit. 1 yr
lease. Call (512)755-1697.

2604 ENT. 3 Bedroom 2 bath,
New paint/ carpet. References.
$400.month, $250. deposit.
HUD accepted. Call
(432)267-7449.

3/2 WITH garage. Gourmet
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650.
month, $400. deposit. Call
(432)264-9907.

4207 PARKWAY. 3 bedroom,
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841
or 517-0642.

4221 HAMILTON. 3 bedroom,
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841
or 517-0642.

612 GREGG, 800 square feet.
Strip/Center Location. $450.00
month plus deposit required.
Call (432)267-7449.

624 RIDGELEA. Clean 3 bed-
room, 1-1/2 bath, CH/A. Stove

& refrigerator furnished.
Fenced yard, garage. $450.
month, $200. deposit. Call

(432)267-1543.

900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment.
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups.
Appliances furnished. $385.00
month, $200.00 deposit. No
HUD. Call (432)213-2681

BIG SPRING Building for Rent.
Busy Location on Gregg Street,
12,000 square feet, $5,000.00
per month. Call (505)318-3378

CLEANEST 1 Bedroom in
town. $300. Month, $150. de-
posit. No pets. References re-
quired. Carport. Call
(432)213-2319.

263-1252

- FOR SALE

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit 0.K.

2-3-4-5 & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes

Call Beverly 263-3461

Real Estate for Rent

CORONADO HILLS
APA ENTS
(432)267-6500
801 W. Marcy

Big Spring, Tx 79720
During Months of
December and January.

Move in for
$199.00 or $299.00.

COUNTRY HOME, 511 Cen-
terpoint Rd. 3/2, C/H/A, 1 acre
lot. $550.00 month $300 de-
posit Lease and references.
Call 432-267-2015 or
432-816-6595

FOR RENT: 800 1/2 Nolan. 1
Bedroom, 1 bath. Utilities in-
cluded. $400.00 month,
$300.00 deposit.
(432)264-9907.

NICE CLEAN open space,
large 1 room apartment. Stove
and refrigerator  furnished.
$250.00 month $100.00 de-
posit. Call (432)263-4528,
(432)296-0277 or 296-1523.

SUNSET RIDGE APTS.
2911 W. Hwy 80
Big Spring
New Management
Family Friendly
Central A/C
Cable TV
Large Rooms
Move In Special
(432)263-2292

Real Estate for Sale

$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage
home. Reasonably good credit
required, lowered interest rates
to Qualified Buyer. Call now
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest-
ments Inc.

1413 SYCAMORE, 2 Bed-
room, 1 bath, CH/A.
$14,500.00. Call

(325)695-6100 after 6:00 p.m.

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi-
nancing. Buy for $277.00
month or Rent $375.00 month.
Call (432)264-9907.

20 ACRES on Hwy 176. Set
up for Doublewide. 45K,
$6,500.00 Down, assume
$270.00 monthly @ 7.4% for
30 years. No Credit Check.
Call (817)312-6322.

RENT to OWN. 4 Bedroom, 1
bath. Washer and Dryer Con-
nection with fenced yard. Call
(432)264-6611.

C-CITY LAKE Home, 4 Bed-
room, 3 bath. Deeded land on
large lot;. fenced , newly remod-
eled. Call (432)263-7373 or
268-6824 after 5:00 pm.

ELEGANT SPACE! Kentwood
home, Rebecca. 2000 sq. ft. on
large lot. 3/2 or 4/2. Deck, ce-
ramic tile. New A/C. Ample
storage. $86,000. Viewing ap-
pointments: (432)267-2462.

FOR SALE By Owner: Owner
Financing Provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly. 2 Bed-
room, 1 1/2 bath. Fenced yard.
1505 South Johnson. Call Kelly
(432)425-9994.

Call—FOR SALE by Owner:—Owner

financing provided. Low down
payment, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 500 1st St - Coahoma.
Call Kelly 432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1321 Mulberry. Call Kelly
432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner
financing provided. Low down
payment, will work with income
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed-
room, 1216 Ridgeroad. Call
Kelly 432-425-9994.

NO DOWN Payment on 2 thru
6 Bedroom Brick Homes.
Owner Financing. Bad Credit
OK. We can adjust your
monthly payments to fit your
Budget. Call Maria
(432)263-3461.

SALE/LEASE: 7906 South
Service Road (Sand Springs).
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A on 13
acres. $37,800.00 or $450.00 a
month. Call (325)695-6100  af-
ter 6:00 p.m.

2

P
TWO-STORY

SPACIOU
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom,
2 baths, office, 2 living areas,
ash cabinets, fireplace. Ga-
zebo, 2 storage bidgs., 3/4
acre, secluded. Lovely yard.
$110,00. Call (432)263-4080.

OWNER WILL FINANCE! 3
bedroom home. Just remod-
eled! Great condition! 1214
Ridgeroad. LOW DOWN, LOW
MONTHLY! Tadlock Realtors
(432)580-4883.

‘04 Freestar Vans
$6000 Avaitable
Rebates
Bob Brock Ford

500 W. 4th 267-7424

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring
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v ADOPTION Swift Transportation,
- . SwiftTruckinglobs.
Note: It is illegal to be paid for anything beyond ey e Agoacem
medical and legal expenses in Texas adoption DRIVER: COMPANY DRIVERS- 30-day test

you want! Many regional run options, new
big pay increases. Low cost CDL training

the miles

1-800-231-5209,

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? We
can help! We specialize in matching families with
birthmothers nationwide. TOLL FREE 24 hours a
day, 1-866-921-0565. One True Gift Adoptions

AUTOMOBILES

AAA RATED DONATION. Donate your car, boat
or real estate. [RS tax deductible. Free pick-up/tow
any model/condition. Help underprivileged children,
1-800-598-921 1, Outreachcenter.org
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

#1 CASH COW!! 90 vending machines in 30
locations - $9,995. Call now! 1-800-836-3464,

1.800.VENDING.

DRIVERS WANTED

$1,000.00 SIGN-ON BONUS unti! January 14th

Enjoy your home time and families during this
holiday season. We offer $500 orientation pay for
company drivers and great miles. Owner/Operators
receive free base plats and permits with $2000
incentives and 1000 mile average length of haul
When you're ready to run, call us at Roberson,
1-800-767-7109

A/CDL DRIVERS: MINIMUM six months OTR
Teams run to West Coast. Late model equipment

Great pay, miles and benefits. Call Specialized kA $1 .02/mile with fuel LTL *
; . g 781 week. Average $1.02/mile wi el surcharge.
|:\‘[‘7rAc7Sj:_\i l 10! ﬁﬂahl 1-100-25 : 5_143__7 s 8» %40, StateWIde Ad ONNNINNNINNNINNNNNNINY m
ADVANCE YOUR DRIVING L | il daa B i m
2 NG career! Increase HIH H H

in pay package. Contractors and company needed EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY mm i”l's, LI Million Circulation
Flatbed - refrigerated - tanker. Oversthe-road, AIRLINE MECHANIC - RAPID training for a high North Reglon Only"”.""“" $175
some regional. Commercial Driver's License xyvioy career: Aviation Maintenance. FAA ficts s &
training. 1-800-771-6318, www primeinc.com L e sty . 102 Nﬂvmpers,}Sl,WClrculauon
Eil_\;ER-S ‘~| 600 Sli‘NA 0& '~ —_—— —-wi severe shortage. Financial aid, job placement assis- S h R . 0 l 17

i B i ersphi OF CRperichced tance, |-888-349-5387, AIM, 6 locations. s
OTR! Pay increase! Dedicated and regional avail- " o T vors 0‘“ eglon N y"'":”""" 5
able also. Owner/Operators, teams and CDL grad- FINANCIAL SERVICES 101 Newmpers,“MCmulamn
vates welcome. USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642 CASH LOANS UP to $1000.00. No credit check! »
DRIVERS - $1,000 SIGN-ON for experienced Cash in your checking account within 24 hours. Go to weSt Reglon Onlymmom--m'$175
teams' Earn 41 cents/mile. No NYC, pay on  www.paychecktoday or call 1-866-756-0600. 103 Newspapers, 254,000 Circulation

delivery and guaranteed hometime. USA Truck,

1-800-237-4642

DRIVERS/A/CDL FLATBED DRIVERS,
$50.000 yearly potential. High weekly miles
one year T/T experience. SMX, 1-800-247-8040,

WWW.SmXC.com
NOTICE: While
the Texas Attorn

528-3675

drive - L/P available, zero down! L/P and Owner/
Operators - .94 cpm plus safety bonus. Exclusive
CA fuel surcharge! Paid base plates, road taxes,
tolls‘and lumpers. John Christner Trucking, 1-800-

1-314-894-3776.

Opportunity Employer

DRIVER - COVENANT TRANSPORT.
Teams and solos check out our new pay
plan. Owner/Operators, experienced drivers,
solos, teams and graduate students. Call
1-888-MORE PAY (1-888-667-3729). Equal

Tidewater Tech.

DRIVERS/DRIVING SCHOOL graduates ask
about our pay increase! Tuition reimbursement. No
waiting for trainers. No NYC. Guaranteed hometime.
USA Truck, 1-800-237-4642

HUNT ELK AND RED STAG in Missouri. Guar-
anteed hunting license only $5.00. Our policy - NO
game, NO pay, reasonable rates. Call High Ridge,

INSTRUCTION & TRAINING

EARN YOUR DEGREE - Online from home. Busi-
ness, paralegal, computers, networking and more
Financial aid available, job placement assistance
and cotnputers provided. Call free 1-866-858-2121,

REAL ESTATE

183.2 ACRES, MULE DEER, blue quail,
dove and javelina. Panther Canyon with shared
well, cactus, sage and greasewood. West Texas,
$185/acre, owner financed. 1-830-885-4578.
www.ranchenterprisesitd.com

DRIVERS HAPPY HOLIDAYS! $4,000 sign-on
one year OTR experience/Class A/CDL. $500 on 20d
paycheck, $500 after 10,000 miles then .03 cpm for
100,000! 1-800-569-9232, Conwell Corp.

DRIVERS - NEW PAY Package- More freight
- less sitting! Company drivers OTR and regional
freight, Class A/CDL/HazMat. Clean MVR. Call
Bob/Wendy, 1-800-666-0380, NFT Industries.

1-800-264-3458

DRIVER- OWNER/OPERATOR run regional. Get
home more often. Plenty of miles/freight. Sign-on
bonus. Lease program with payment as low as $359/

FOR SALE

FREE 4.ROOM DIRECTY system includes
standard installation! 3 months FREE HBO
and Cinemax!.Access to over 225 channels!
Limited time offer. S&H. Restrictions apply. 1.80(

A ~t

To Order. Call

A BARGAIN. 100 ACRES - $37,900. Trophy white-
tails. Rolling hills and draws, great access. Abundant
turkey, quail, small game. More available. E-Z terms.
Texas Land and Ranches, 1-866-899-5263.

TANNING BEDS

WOLFF TANNING BEDS - Affordable - Con-
venient. Tan at home. Payments from $29/moath.
FREE color catalog. Call today, 1-800-842-1305.

Run Your Ad In TexSCAN!

most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact
General at |1-800-621-0508 or the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.fic.gov/bizop

Call this Newspaper to Advertise Statewide and Regionally or Call 512-477-6755

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Venus runs out ahead of
Mercury, and our hearts
take the lead over our logi-
cal brain. So if you already
know you have a tendency
to be a fool for lowve, this is
the time to ask friends
what they honestly think —
before you make any rash
decisions. On the brighter
side, if you’'ve been finding
it hard to forgive someone,
compassion wins out.

ARIES (March 21-April
19). Sweet harmony guides
your day as you reach an
mother or a maternal figure
and go to your neutral cor-
ners. Now, you can be
super-productive and whip
through that to-do list.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). Have a chat with the
gardener, the hairdresser
or someone else who
grooms you or your home
— but wait until after noon.
You’ll be better able to
articulate your needs, and
that person will be more
receptive to your sugges-
tions.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Every song on the radio
will seem to speak directly
to you. This is a prolific
time for Gemini poets,
songwriters and romantics.
Words of love roll easily off
the tongue — or out of the
pen if you prefer.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). There is a light at the
end of this tunnel! You feel
a surge of confidence as
you glimpse it. Any unfin-
ished business can be com-
pleted. Messes can be
cleaned up. You're capable
of more than you previous-
ly thought.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
The drama increases on
your life stage, and you
may feel as if you're flying
without a net. Rest assured
that a stabilizing force will
protect you from any rough
landings. The universe has
got your back.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're liable to feel a bit
irked by someone, particu-
larly if that person throws

Tomorrow’s Horoscope

your daily routine out of
whack. Stall for time. If you
still feel the same way in a
couple of hours, share your
concerns.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
Use your natural sense of
fair play to mediate a dis-
cussion between folks tak-
ing pro and con positions.
You’ll come out looking
like a hero as long as you
stay neutral. Another Libra
helps.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Others are drawn to
you by your passion and
mystery, but be careful of
their motives. Your intu-
ition is in high gear right
now, so if something feels
fishy, make a call to your
gut, and go with whatever
it has to say.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21). Passion is on the
menu, as is a taste for
telling it like it -is. You
express your affection with
flair and vim. Teachers,
lawyers and politicians can
win over the other side by
making their case with
enthusiasm.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Your family is
your strength, and you are
theirs. Reminiscing about
the past fills your heart
with tenderness and love. A
nice dinner can do wonders
for your spirit. Include at
least two of your favorite
comfort foods.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Social butterfly that
you 'are, you're probably
spreading yourself too thin.
You’re torn between focus-
ing on your own needs and
keeping a commitment you
made to a friend. Sleep in
late tomorrow if you possi-
bly can.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). The focus is still on
your relationship, but now,
the perspective has shifted
from your partner to you.
You're a natural-born nego-
tiator, so say what you real-
ly feel, and try to find com-
mon ground. It’s closer
than you realize.

© 2004 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.

Annie’s Mailbox -

Dear Annie: I have been
married for 25 years and
love my husband dearly.
Three months ago, “Nelson”
was offered a good job in
Maryland. However, it
meant we had to move five
hours from my children and
grandchildren, and it is
tearing me apart. I thought
I would be able to handle
the distance, but I can’t.

My daughter is now sepa-
rated from her husband,
and I feel I should be there
for her and the children.
My husband has said that if
I am so unhappy, he will
give up the job and we will
move back. But, Annie, I
know that he is enjoying
his new position, and 1
don't want to make him
move.

I am depressed. I cry a lot.
I have gotten a job in a
large office, but I still am
lonely for my family and
friends. I said I would give
it a year, but it is so much
harder than 1 thought.
Please tell me what to do. —
My Heart is in New York

Dear N.Y.: Of course it's
hard to move away from the
home you’ve known and the
family you cherish. Moving
is highly stressful under the
best of circumstances.
However, you need to give
Maryland more of a chance.

Maryland is not that far
away from New York. Can
you save up mileage so you
can visit your daughter per-
haps one weekend a month
(more often if you can
afford it)? Have you joined a
church or synagogue where
you can become involved in
its activities? Does your
new apartment, condo or
neighborhood have a social
committee? These efforts
will provide a distraction
from your unhappiness and
allow you to make new
friends. Please hang in
there a little longer before
giving up.

Dear Annie: 1 was raised
not to make noise when I
eat. I don’'t smack, crunch
or chew with my mouth
open.

I realize some foods make
noise, like crackers or
cucumbers, but in my
group of friends, there is a
woman who crunches the

ice in her drink. This is like
nails on a blackboard to the
rest of us. The subject has
been brought to her atten-
tion, but she told us in no
uncertain terms that she
liked to crunch ice and
doesn’t plan to stop.

We realize this is not an
earthshaking problem, just
an annoying one. Now what
do we do, other than dis-
solve the group get-togeth-
er, which we really don’t
want to do? Ear plugs? —
Deafened in South Carolina

Dear S.C.: Your friend
may have an iron deficien-
cy. One of the symptoms is
the desire to crunch ice.
Really. Tell her you are
worried about her health
and suggest she talk to her
doctor. Beyond that, there’s
not much you can do to dis-
suade her from crunching.
If she-is too inconsiderate to
stop when asked, you might
want to avoid including her
in these outings.

Dear Annie: You printed a
letter from a woman who
said her co-workers treated
the new supervisor terribly.
This woman works for a
state agency. Heavens, she’s
working with a bunch of
children, paid by your taxes
to run a department.

I am Canadian, and we’re
doing our darndest to root
out bad employees in gov-
ernment positions. You said
to let the supervisor handle
these juvenile employees.
My answer is to go above
his head and ask for a pri-
vate meeting with the head
honcho to spill the beans.
Something has to break
here, and staying silent is
the worst possible solution
for all, including the tax-
payer. — Nepean, Ontario

Dear Ontario: You may be
right, but we believe the
new supervisor should be
granted the opportunity to
assert his authority and
deal with the situation on
his own before bringing in
the big guns. Asking the
higher-ups to deal with this
assumes the supervisor can-
not handle his staff, and
this will undercut whatever
respect he could earn if
given the chance.

© 2004 CREATORS SYN-
DICATE, INC.
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This Date
In History

By the Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 28,
the 363rd day of 2004. There
are three days left in the
year.

Today’s
History:

On Dec. 28, 1945, Congress
officially recognized the
Pledge of Allegiance.

On this date:

In 1694, Queen Mary II of
England died after five
years of joint rule with her

Highlight in

‘ husband, King William I}M.

In 1832, John C. Calhoun

“became the first“4ice presi-

dent of the United States to
resign, stepping down over
differences with President
Jackson.

In 1846, lowa became the
29th state to be admitted to
the Union.

In 1856, the 28th president
of the United States,
Thomas Woodrow Wilson,
was born in Staunton, Va.

In.1897, the play “Cyrano
de Bergerac,” by Edmond

Rostand, premiered in
Paris.
In 1917, the New York

Evening Mail published a
facetious _ as well as ficti-
tious _ essay by H.L.
Mencken on the history of
bathtubs in America.

In 1937, composer
Maurice Ravel died in
Paris.

In 1944, the musical “On

the Town” opened on
Broadway.

In 1973, Alexander
Solzhenitsyn published

“Gulag Archipelago,” an
expose of the Soviet prison
system.

In 1982, Nevell Johnson
Jr., a black man, was mor-
tally wounded by a police
officer in # Miami video
arcade, setting off three
days of race-related distur-
bances that left another
man dead.

Ten vyears ago: CIA
Director R. James Woolsey
resigned, ending a tenure
that was shadowed by the
Aldrich Ames spy scandal.
President Clinton nominat-
ed Dan Glickman to be agri-

ON THE JOB by Shirley Sol
Newsday Crossword £ clied by’ Staniey Newman

culture secretary, succeed-
ing Mike Espy.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Lou Jacobi is 91
Bandleader Johnny Otis is
83. Former United Auto
Workers union president
Owen Bieber is 75. Actress
Dame Maggie Smith is 70.
Rock singer-musician
Charles Neville is 66. Rock
singer-musician Edgar
Winter is 58. Rock singer-
musician Alex Chilton (The
Box Tops; Big Star) is 54
Actor Denzel Washington is
50. Country singer Joe
Diffie is 46. Country musi-
cian Mike McGuire
(Shenandoah) is 46. Actor
Chad McQueen is 44,

N
o

nswer to previous pu

new

zolx|
»nm<

B DRRE

T
|

7 FiER

(=

I
L -

DLERE BEE

+—1

» 2> Z/Olm/=|»|rv/m

»cOO"EmMmO
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ACROSS 65 Act that 10 Capital of 36 Votes opposite
1 Church service precedes Poland 16 Across
5 Gaudy trinket the headliner 11 Obsolete 37 Help a
11 Common 66 Cairo’s office machine hoodlum
article waterway 12 Fictional Alpine 39 Ashley Judd's
14 In the matter of 67 Make a goof girl mom
15 New York lake 68 Contract 13 “Thanks, I've 44 Blacksmith,
16 Vote in favor certifier already __" at times
17 Campfire 69 Model 18 “Uh-oh!” 47 Holmes cohort
reciter Macpherson 23 Small 49 Like some
19 Cherry seed songbirds skates
20 Italian isle DOWN 25 Video game 50 Sans company
21 1550 1 Not fem. or parlors 51 Less green,
22 Stockholm neut. 26 Sahara and as fruit
resident 2 Hammett Gobi 52 Sports site
24 Gives hound 27 Taj Mahal town 53 Oarsman
approval 3 “Quit that!” 28 Person, place, 55 Worry
26 Evolution 4 The blues or thing 57 Nefarious
advocate 5 “l __ Rhythm” 29 Image 58 Alcatraz unit
27 Respond 6 Foe consultant 59 Beech or birch
~ 30 Not so many 7 Joins, 30 Big party 62 Naval noncom:
31 They convened as metal 33 Biblical brother Abbr.
in NYC in 2004 8 Fish feature 34 Sinking ship 63 Not at all
32 Thrill ride 9 Summer quaff deserter humid
offerings T2 P A 5 16 17 8 9 |0 71 |12 [13
35 Singer
Simone 14 15 16
38 Devastate
40 Lessen in al »
intensity 20
41 Attempt
42 Teacher in
Siam
43 Discourages
45 CBS logo 31
46 Carpenter’s pin
48 Need for water
50 Cooking

enticements
52 Flaming felony
54 Permissible
55 Toand __

56 Make a choice
60 Chonse,

with “for”
61 Vodka plus

61

orange juice
64 Prefix meaning

65

“recent”

zlzsx'glaz

69
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By BETTY DEBNAM
Presidents and First Ladies ...

White House Couples as Kids

Hey, kids! You or one of your
classmates might become president of
the United States someday!

Here are mini facts about some of
our country’s presidents and first
ladies when they were growing up.
Can you match the childhood pictures
with the adults?

hom The May P age by Betty Datram © 006 The Mini Page Pubilening Company inc

Se
© ~
He played Lmle e o
League baseball and b
took part in Cub - l
Scouts. She liked g
teaching her dolis to P
read. She was a Girl - |
Scout. 34
o e
{
- e
- s ‘.
-

-
wom

The Mini Page by Betty Debrem © 006 The Mini P sge Pubsening Company inc.

He learned to read by the time he was 3.
He was in the school band and had a jazz
group. She loved school and was a Girl
Scout. She enjoyed swimming, volleyball,

Rookie

Soate) " Rookie Cookie’s Recipe

tennis and skating. i

o Pineapple Cheese Casserole
§ — You'll need:
: Bill * 1/2 cup sugar
& i «

| ; He liked marbles and " * 2 tablespoons flour
i y baseball. Her real : * 2 (20-ounce) cans pineapple chunks, drained (save juice)
& name was Claudia ¢ 2 cups cheddar cheese, grated —
i but everyone called ¢ 1/2 cup Ritz crackers, crushed \’)
8 s 1 .
H her by her nickname. * 1/a cup butter, melted d/
What to do:

1. Combine the sugar and flour in a large bowl.

2. Add 6 tablespoons of pineapple juice and then the cheese. Mix well.
3. Stir in pineapple chunks.

4. Pour into a greased 9-by-13 casserole dish.

5. Top with crushed crackers and pour butter on top.

6. Bake uncovered in a preheated 375-degree oven for 25 minutes.

The Mini Page thanks Lee Ann
Potter, head of education and
volunteer programs at the
National Archives, and Ben

. Site to see:
He liked football. He www.archives.gov
worked in a circus

and was a lifeguard.

She loved acting, Irwin of the staff of the Office |t - = - Serves 8.
i dancing, tennis and of Presidential Libraries, | i ‘uosuyor pig Apen ‘g ‘uosuyor uopuAy °L fysng eine ‘g ‘ysng ‘M 961009 g You will need an adult’s help with this recipe.
swimming. N!u(m.{l Al(.lnw_ ", J L wﬁeeubuen'p ‘uebeay preuoy ‘¢ ‘vojug) Ay Z LoD g ‘| SSIemsuy rase Tow it Py Sty Dubeurn 15 5000 T S Page INASIAG Danaasly we.

o -mm.m-*nmn“.mmwnpwc-.qn

~ | Kidst!You're | <) 'Gus Goodsport’s zepert Meet Stephen Hillenburg

rEIi O : Stephen Hillsoburg, 43,
b Invited to the Supersport: Alonzo Mourning Wi e manbior é‘Jgular e
. White House Height: 6-10 Birthdate: 2-8-70 Weight: 261

Bl character “SpongeBob SquarePants.” When
? l A Kid's Guide to the White Alonzo Mourning is back, making baskets, grabbing 1 he was a boy, he loved watching movies
l, s 1 B | House is a terrific behind-the-scenes rebounds and blocking shots.

about the adventures of undersea explorer
look at & very special house I'hat’s amazing, considering the New Jersey Nets

Jacques Cousteau. This sparked his
Written with the cooperation of the center had a kidney transplant last December and wasn’t

_ interest in ocean life.
Siiine Moomi: Hibianvicil Bastointhe. the expected to play pro basketball again. The courageous At 15, Stephen liked to dive off the coast

book is full of fon inforniation, photos “Z0" wears a specially designed device to protect his kidney area. of California. He studied marine science at Humboldt State
’ (some in full color) and puzzles that Mourning, 34, naturally isn't the same dominating player who University. Later he taught marine biology to children at the
Betty Debnam kids of all ages will enjoy” made the NBA All-Star Team seven times and twice was named NBA Orange County Marine ufnstltute His young students
_____________________________________________ Defensive Player of the Year. But he’s making a solid contribution especially liked learning about undersea creatures.
'Toro?orr( g:;‘j ?b '.). ; ‘;‘;;“'Mc‘“e-d b 8 g DRN R 5000 e & b ' while play m;:.:l Inlly more than »hulf of each game. } Stephen also enjoys art and got a master’s degree in
ot i e : ; _ - Zo,” who is married and the father of two children, has made experimental animation. Then he got aJOb with the

: : : 5 v
ostage and handiing. Tol free number 1-800-531 2057, wwiw ’ ¢ contributions off the court as _woll He has helped raise sevelfal million i “R 1
. ‘ tollars for various charities, including those that benefit children. Nickelodeon show ko's Modern World.” One day, for fun,

jostind ' . : he drew a square, funny-looking sponge cartoon character —
e ' His wife, Tracy, also started a mentoring program for youth. Every : o .
A‘, ' . NBA team and town needs a Mourning — on and off the court. and created Nickelodeon's SpongeBob SquarePants’!
Ly e S e e e #rom The Mws Page by Bafty Dstmem © 2005 The Mint Page Pubishing Company inc
— B T S Page by By Guen 508 TS St Pags e e e , e e o -
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£53 wey, Mitmf Jokes e tchmaker
. Rl
All the following jokes have something in common. Can

you guess the common theme or category?

Ralph: What did the baby corn say to the
mama corn?
Dave: “Where’s my pupwr n?

Gretchen: How do you fix a broken tomato?
Francesca: With tomato paste!

He loved to play
baseball and to play
on the beach at his
grandfather’'s home
in Maine. She grew
up in Rye, N.Y., and
went to high school
in the South.

Alvin: What would you get if you crossed an
onion and a potato?
Diane: A potato with watery eyes!

He worked in his family’s peanut fields. He
loved to hunt and fish and read. She sewed
with her mother and helped support the
family.

Asset Brown e - luRY“N Rosalynn
s
‘ 5 The New Whlte House Knds : G
Houn FIND
Words and names that remind us of some presidents are hidden in the
block below. Some names are hidden backward or diagonally, and
some letters are used twice. See if you can find. BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN, RUTHERFORD, GROVER, ANDREW, WILLIAM

ZACHARY, JIMMY, RICHARD, MILLARD, MARTIN, ULYSSES
JOHN, RONALD, GEORGE, JAMES, THOMAS, THEODORE, BILL

yR 3
WOULD YOU RUTMH E‘ R F ORI & A 80 !
LUKETOLUVEINTHEE Y O H NCY PRKTHJIHER : 5
WHITENOUSE? /W E R DNA RKAE ZUONA He grew up in a He was taught at
[ althy family. The
RAHCIRAONLYMUJI :;:,erwu,;y i home until he was 14.
. He collected stamps
b R D Y B, AT AT discussing politics { and loved sailing. She
O 5 EORGEOBSCML SM I :"“:d":":igad' She lost her mom when
- LANORLSZTAMI I M g — l she was 8, and her
19 | ~ horses, write and dad died two years
s RHOVERESB T L L. Z FNR draw. later. After that, she
L ! XJd AMESNI'TRAMEFJI lived with her
grandmother.
§/eve T M gy Sy Bt 6 5008 T WG P Pulionang Gompaty 94
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Mini S &%
1mni PV ... o

Mini Spy and her friends are visiting George Washington’s

birthplace. See if you can find: ® question mark * whale

. lt-[?t" ])

* cal
* pencil Franklin
* horseshoe Roosevelt

He was a great reader. He did not take part
in sports for fear of breaking his glasses.
She loved playing sports, especially
baseball and tennis.

* seahorse

* ruler

* word MINI
* exclamation

ark — . B “u it Aueu *
mark ‘ When he was 15, a scrapc ~n his knee gave J10A0800Y m,:;w::{,::::o?u .:::.,.L ‘6 :g':;
* funny face him blood poisoning. Doctors wanted to cut eieqieg ‘g ‘UsNg ‘M'H 9B109D) *2 YOMOYURSII SR 'O
¢ fumber 7 off his leg, but he fought them. He won, and JOMOYUOSIZ WBIMG G "PW“.!LWIMMP '.' .A'p:”w,x
. catervillar his leg got better. As a young girl, she loved gty ! el r Barbara
bt Roosevelt dancing. e Bush
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