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Online casino 
strikes again, 
buying naughty 
chiidrens’ gifts

HOUSTON (AP) -  
An online casino that 
bought a cheese sand
wich said to bear the 
Virgin Mary’s image 
and a plate that sup
posedly came from the 
Titanic has struck' 
again — this time pay
ing a man $5,300 for 
his naughty children’s 
Christmas gifts.

The Pasadena man 
said last week that he 
decided to auction the 
three Nintendo DS 
game systems because 
his sons, ages 9, 11, 
and 15, had misbe
haved.

The family’s deci
sion made national 
headlines, intriguing 
GoldenPalace .com, 
casino spokesman 
Monty Kerr said.

“Everybody knows 
Santa doesn’t come to 
naughty kids,’’ Kerr 
said Sunday.

The man, speaking 
on condition of 
anonymity, said his 
family will use the 
money to buy a new 
heating system for his 
Pasadena church. He 
said he was shocked 
by the attention his 
story received.

“When doing what is 
normal and standard 
in childrearing by 
teaching your chil
dren good, honest fam
ily values and giving 
them a sense of 
accountability 
becomes a newswor
thy item, what does 
that say about 
America today?” he 
said.

The casino, which 
has paid about 
$108,000 for eBay oddi
ties in just more than 
a month, plans to 
donate the game sys
tems to a needy 
Houston family, Kerr 
said.

I n d e x

Classified

Comics

Features

Obituaries

Opinion

Sports

4-5B

6B

5-6A

2A

4A

1-2B

Vol. 101. No. 25

Rnd ut online at: 
www.blgsprlngherald.com

To reach us, please call 
263*7331. Office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 
If you miss your paper, 
please call 263-7335 
before .7 p.m. weekdays 
and from 8 a.m. to noon 
Sunday.

Death toll from quake, tsunami reaches 21,000
By DILIP GANGULY
Associated Press Writer

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka — 
Rescuers piled up bodies along 
coastlines devastated by a tsuna
mi that obliterated seaside towns 
in Asia and Africa, killing 21,000 
people in nine countries. 
Hundreds of- children were 
buried in mass graves in India, 
and morgues and hospitals strug
gled Monday to cope with the cat
astrophe.

The death toll rose sharply a 
day after the magnitude 9 quake

struck deep beneath the Indian 
Ocean off the coast of Indonesia. 
It was the most powerful earth
quake in the world in four 
decades.

Walls of water sped away from 
the epicenter at more than 500 
mph before crashing into the 
region’s shorelines, sweeping 
people and fishing villages out to 
sea. Millions were displa^ced 
from their homes and thousands 
remained missing Monday.

The governments of Indonesia 
and Thailand conceded that pub
lic warnings came too late or not

at all. But olficials insisted they 
could not know the seriousness 
of the threat because no tsunami 
warning" system exists for the 
Indian Ocean.

Officials said the death toll 
would continue to rise, and the 
international Red Cross said it 
was concerned about waterborne 
diseases.

Sri Lanka said more than 
10,000 people were killed along 
its coastlines, and Tamil rebels 
said 2,000 people died in its terri
tory, raising that country’s toll to 
more than 12,000.

Saivation Army C hristmas dinner

Herald photo/Stave Reagan

Dixie Daves, left, and Brandon Burleson prepare a holiday meal at the Salvation Army offices on West Fifth 
Street Friday morning. The Salvation Army distributed an estimated 250 meals to local residents on Christmas 
Eve.

Indonesia reported about 5,00() 
deaths and India 3,000. Thailand 

- a Western tourist hotspot — 
said hundreds of people were 
dead and thousands more wen* 
missing. Deaths also were report 
ed in Malaysia, Maldives. 
Myanmar, Bangladesh and 
Somalia, 3,000 miles away in 
Africa.

On the remote Car Nicobar 
island northwest of Sumatra, 
Police Chief S.B. Deol told New 
Delhi Television he had' reports

See QUAKE, Page 3A

Short weekI

for those 
w ho close 
this Friday
By THOM AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

As the holiday season continues, 
many area agencies and business
es w'ill be closing their doors to 
celebrate the new* year.

The Herald office will be closed 
Friday, reopening, at 8 a.m. 
Monday. The paper for New 
Year’s Eve will be delivered at its 
normal time.

The city of Big Spring will close 
all offices, including the munici
pal landfill and compost facility, 
on Friday in observance of New 
Year's Day. There will be no sani
tation collection that day.

As many people prepare to enjoy 
a day off for New Years, area 
emergency personnel will be brac
ing themselves for the inevitable 
holiday onslaught. Local agencies 
including the Big Spring Police 
Department. Fire Department, 
Emergency Medical Services and 
Howard County SherifTs Office, 
all report the special day will be 
busier for them, as they pay spe

See CLOSING, Page 3A

City will accept holiday trees at landfill, connpost facility
By THOM AS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Once the presents have been unwrapped 
and the Christmas meal has been eaten, 
many area residents may find themselves 
faced with a holiday dilemma: What do I do 
with my Christmas tree?

The city of Big Spring has the answer that 
will not only help area residents get their 
trees out of their homes, but also make a con- 
tributioK to the environment, one wood chip

‘*lf someone puts their tree 
in a dumpster or next to 
the dumpster, we won't 
pick it up. ”

— Kenny Davis

at a time.
“We’ll be collecting the Christmas trees in 

containers at the municipal landfill and the

city compost facility,” said Kenny Davis, 
landfill supervisor.

Davis said the seasonal effort is two fold.
“The compost facility will grind the trees 

up to be used in the compost,” he said. "That 
way we’re recycling them and not Just throw
ing them in the landfill. The other reason we 
do this is to keep people from putting the 
trees in their dumpsters. When people put 
them in their dumpsters they get stuck and

See TREES, Page 3A

Suicide bomber kiiis 15, wounds dozens in attack
By BASSEM MROUE
Associated Press Writer^

BAGHDAD, Iraq — A suicide 
bomber detonated his car 
Monday at the gate of the home 
of the leader of Iraq’s biggest 
political par^, killing 15 people 
and injuring dozens, police said. 
The cleric was unharmed.

Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, head of 
the Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq — the 
country’s most powerful Shiite 
political group — was in his res

idence in Baghdad’s Jadiriyah 
district when the attack 
occurred, said his spokesman, 
Haitham al-Husseini.

The blast, which shook the dis
trict and sent a cloud of smoke 
high above the area, killed 15 
people and injured at least 50, 
said police Capt. Ahmed Ismail. 
Thirty-two cars on the street and 
near the gates were destroyed or 
damaged.

“It was a suicide attack near 
the gate leading to the office,” al- 
Husseini said. “Several of the

guards were killed and wound
ed.”

Hakim also heads the candidate 
list of the 228-member United 
Iraqi Alliance coalition, w'hich is 
expected to dominate Iraq’s new 
constitutional assembly follow*- 
ing the first free elections on 
Jan. 30. The coalition is support
ed by Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani.

Al-Hakim’s son, Ammar, 
accused Saddam Hussein’s fol
lowers of being behind the sui
cide attack.

“They are the remains of the 
dead regime and their allies who 
carried out similar criminal acts 
in the past.” he said, adding that 
many of the blast victims were 
innocent civilians who happened 
to be on the street when the 
explosion occurred.

The residence, where Hakim 
has his home and otTices, was 
previously the house of Tariq 
Aziz, a jailed formef senior aide 
to Saddam Hussein who has been

See IRAQ, Page 3A

Newspaper: Scores of Texas nurses are drug, sex offenders
AUSTIN (AP) -  Scores 

of licensed nurses In 
Texas are convicted drug 
and sex offenders, and 
some of them are working 
in violation of state law, a 
newspaper investigation 
has found.

An analysis by The 
Dallas Morning News 
found that 57 licensed 
Texas nurses are felony 
sex offenders, including 
31 who are listed in the 
state sex-offender reg
istry. About 140 nurses 
have felony drug records.

and about half of them 
hold current nursing 
licenses.

In one case, teacher 
Shell ie Jorden was sen
tenced to five years 
deferred adjudication for 
fondling one of his fifth- 
graders in San Antonio. 
Authorities recommended 
he no ionger teach kids, 
and the state revoked his 
teaching license.

But no one restricted 
the vocational nursing 
license he also held. 
Jorden, registered as a

“You probably don't 
want somebody who 
is a registered 
sex offender being 
alone with you in 
a room where 
you are probably 
not completely 
dressed."

sex offender, successfully 
completed his community 
supervision and returned

to nursing.
Now. at the community 

health clinic where he 
works, Jorden spends 
about half his time v.'ork- 
ing with young children 
seeking immunizations. 
He said he understands 
concern about whether he 
should be working as a 
nurse.

“I can see your point.” 
he said.

But, he added, “all it 
was, was an allegation.” 
He said he pleaded guilty 
because “that was the

best thing for me at the 
time. It’s not actually that 
I’d done anything or 
•harmed a child.”

However, the mother of 
Jordan’s victim said she 
is outraged he is w’orking 
with children again.

“This man has no busi 
ness being around any 
children, period.” she 
said.

There are about 500,000 
licensed nurses in Texas. 
About half of the licenses

See NURSES, Page 3A
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Obituaries
Cleta Plew

Cleta Plew, 96, of Big Spring died 
Sunday morning Dec. 26, 2004, at her 
home. Funeral services will be at 11 
a.m. Tuesday at Myers & Smith Chapel 
with Ralph Anderson, minister of 
Birdwell Lane Church of Christ, offici
ating. Burial will be in Trinity 
Memorial Park.

She was born Aug. 16, 1908, in Altus, 
Okla. She was the daughter Lewis Isaac 
Dial and Lola Catherine Kemph Dial. 

She married Earl Plew, July 3 1927, in Altus, Okla. Mr. 
and Mrs. Plew owned and operated Plew’s Fina 
Service Station and Grocery Store from 1945 until 1974. 
Mr. Plew passed away Feb. 12, 1988. Mrs. Plew was a 
member of the Birdwell Lane Church of Christ and the 
Rebekah Lodge.

She is survived by two sons, Billy Plew and his wife, 
Peggy of Big Spring and Kenneth Plew and his wife, 
Betty of Antioch, Calif.; one daughter, Louise Blalack 
and her husband, Gary of Boerne; one halfsister, 
Lavena Elliott of Bakersfield, Calif.; one halfbrother, 
Clyde Dial of Dallas; six grandchildren, Roger Plew of 
Dallas, Gary Plew and his wife, Kim of Big Spring, 
Tammy Pointon and her husband, Malcolm of Lazaro 
Cardenas, Mexico, Tim Plew and his wife, Paula of 
Santa Fe, Tina Fell and her husband, William of 
Anchorage, Alaska and Chris Blalack of Boerne; 11 
great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandson.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home. 
Pay your respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Paid obituary

Maxine Howard
Maxine Howard, 81, of Stanton died 

Saturday, Dec. 25, 2004, in a Midland 
hospital. Funeral services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2004, at the 
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel 
in Big Spring with Bill Welsh, minister 
of Belvue Church of Christ in Stanton, 
officiating. Interment will follow at 
Trinity Memorial Park in Big Spring.

The femily will receive friends today, 
Dec. 27, from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at her

home in Stanton, 803 N. St. Francis.
She was born Oct. 12,1923, in .Jones County to Ernest 

and Carrie Mims. The family moved to Martin County 
in 1929, where she attended Courtney School. She 
married Homer Howard Jr. Nov. 7, 1942, in Big 
Spring. He preceded her in death March 7, 1968.

Maxine and her husband farmed in the Tarzan com
munity. She was a homemaker and did secretarial 
work for the Guitar Gin of Stanton, the agricultural 
office and M&M Meter Service of Stanton. She loved 
yard work, gardening, crocheting and most of all, bak
ing for her family and the elderly. She was a member 
of Belvue Church of Christ.

Survivors include four sons and three daughters-in- 
law, Butch and LlaRee Howard of Tarzan, John L. 
Howard of Midland, Danny and Nancy Howard of 
Ackerly and Bill and Cynthia Howard of Midland; five 
grandsons; four granddaughters; and six great-grand
children.

She was also preceded in death by her parents and 
two brothers.

The family suggests memorials to the Martin County 
Senior Citizens P.O. Box 1233, Stanton 79782 or to a 
favortie charity.

Arrangements under,the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton. Online condolences can be 
made at www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Viola Hawthorne Daw

Weather

Frances Mims
Frances Mims, 78, of Cisco died Friday, Dec. 24,2004, 

in an Eastland hospital. Graveside funeral services are 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2004, at the Evergreen 
Cemetery Chapel in Stanton with Van Pendergrass, 
minister of the Downtown Church of Christ ofTiciat-
ing.

The family will receive friends today, Dec. 27, from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at the funeral home.

She was born Oct. 10, 1926, in Royce City to Charlie 
and Irene Matthews and married Douglas Mims Jan. 
4,1947, in Midland. She was a homemaker and a mem
ber of the First Baptist Church of Stanton.

Survivors include her husband, Douglas Mims of 
Cisco; her daughter and son-in-law, Sandra and Don 
Dickenson of Abilene; one sister, Crentell Simmons of 
West Point, Miss.; and numerous nieces, nephews and 
cousins.

She was preceded in death by her parents and two 
brothers.

The family suggests memorials to a charity of one’s 
choice. ,

Arrangements under the direction of Gilbreath 
Funeral Home of Stanton.

Online condolences can be made at 
www.npwelch.com.

Tonight -  Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. South 
winds near 10 mph.
Tuesday -  Partly cloudy. Highs near 60. South winds 
near 10 mph.
Tuesday night -  Mostly cloudy. Lows near 40. South 
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday -  Mostly cloudy. Highs near 60. Southeast 
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Wednesday night -  Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 
40s.
Tnursday -  Mostly cloudy with isolated showers. 
Highs in the mid 60s.
Thursday night -  .Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.

Milini Turner
Milini Turner, 51, of Big Spring died Monday morn

ing, Dec. 27, 2004, at Scenic Mountain Medical Center. 
Services are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Conny Wade
Conny Wade, 81, of Big Spring died Monday morn

ing, Dec. 27, 2004, at Mountain View Lodge. Services 
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Clara Dierschke
Clara Dierschke, 88, of Garden City died Saturday, 

Dec. 25, 2004, in a Stanton nursing home. Her services 
are pending with Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home 
& Crematory of Big Spring.

Take note
□  SENIOR CITIZEN’S NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE

Dec. 31 at the Spring City Senior Citizens. Monroe 
Casey’s “Prowlers” will be playing from 8:30 p.m. until 
to midnight. There will be free party favors and black- 
eyed peas and cornbread will be served. Tickets are 
$10 per person of $15 for two people. All senior citizens 
are invited. There will be no alcohol and no smoking.

□  REGION 18 SERVICE CENTER has video and 
audio-visual material used in the schools available for 
viewing Jan. 27. The session is 8 a.m. until 4:30 p..m. 
at the center, which' is located at 2811 LaForce Blvd., 
Midland International Airport. Persons wishing to 
request preview of the films may call Pam Winn, 
media supervisor of the education service center, at 
telephone number 432-567-3260.

□  CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for 
infant car seats to be given to needy families. Call 
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

□  A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to 
help with the cost of his cancer treatment. 
Contributions and prayers are appreciated”

Viola Hawthorne Daw, 93, of Abilene, 
formerly of Big Spring, died Saturday, 
Dec. 25,2004, in an Abilene convalescent 
center.

A graveside service will be 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2004, in Elmwood 
Memorial Park with Reverend Lee 
Fuller officiating.

Viola was born April 3, 1911, to Mary 
Elizabeth (Dykes) and William 
Hawthorne in Geneva County, Ala. She 

married Oscar Daw. The moved to Abilene from Big 
Spring in 1957. She was a very active member of the 
Lady’s Home League with the Salvation Army and was 
a member of the Salvation Army Church. Viola was a 
homemaker and a very devoted and loving mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her hus
band June 21,1993, and a daughter, Barbara Ann Letz.

Survivors include a son, Leslie Daw and wife. Sue of 
Abilene; four daughters, Myrt Thornton and husband, 
Otis of Big Spring, Naorhi Head of Abilene, Jean 
Moore and husband, Jimmy of Big Spring and Judy 
Belyeu and husband, Paul of Abilene; two sisters, 
Rushie Schad of Brewton, Ala., and Mavis Harris of ' 
Old Town, Fla.; 16 grandchildren; and 41 great-grand- ! 
children. I

Memorials may be sent to Hospice of the Big j 
Country, 4601 Hartford, Abilene 79605.

Arrangements are under the direction of Elliott- I 
Hamil Funeral Home in Abilene. <

Paid obituary

□  THE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS 
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed 
animals for Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s emer
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will 
be at Seams-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call 
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.

Lottery
Results of the Cash 5 drawing Saturday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 33-35-12-7-31. 
Number matching five of five: 1.
Prize per winner: $27,725.
Winning tickets sold in: Granbury.
Next Cash 5 drawing: Monday night.

Results of the Lotto Texas drawing Saturday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 10-12-13-20-21. Bonus Ball: 
36. '
Estimated jackpot for Wednesday night drawing: $36 
million.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Saturday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-4-1

NO PAYMENT  
TIL JANUARY
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Bulletin board
If you have Items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
edltordblgsprlngherald.com
TODAY
• Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain 

Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics. 
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call 
268-4721.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306 
W. Third, for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756 
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell 
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is 
offered every week, and anyone 7 years old or older 
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

• Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in La 
Posada Restaurant.

• Concerned Citizens Council meets at 7 p.m. at 500 
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meeting Room of 
the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

• Prospector’s Club work night begins at 7 p.m. at 
606 E. Third.

TUESDAY /
• Intermediate Line dance classes begin at 9 a.m. in 

the Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center. Call 267-1628
• Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the 

Howard College Cactus Room.
• A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at 

Primitive Baptist Church, 201E. 24th St. Everyone is 
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable 
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394- 
4835 for more information.

• The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 7 
p.m. in the College Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 
1105 Birdwell Lane. For more information, call
Tracey Pounds at 268-4948.

• Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
These are fifth weekdays for December and no

meetings are planned. To have a meeting placed in 
Bulletin Board for these days, contact 263-7331, ext. 
236.

MONDAY
• District Committee Lone Star of Big Spring meets 

at noon at 610 Scurry.
• Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain 

Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics. 
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call 
268-4721.

• Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at 
5 p.m. in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306 
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30 
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

Police blotter
The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol

lowing activity between 10 a.m. Saturday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• ANDREA ALENDER, 32, of 700 E. 15th Street, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of disorderly conduct - 
language.

• HEATHER HOUSTON, 20, of 3304 W. Highway 80, 
was arrested Saturday on a local warrant.

• CODY CLAYTON, 18, of 1505 Owens, was arrested 
Saturday on a charge of failure to display court order 
on OCC license.

• APRIL NOEL SHOR'TT, 28, of Highland, was 
arrested Saturday and held for the HCSO.

• JOHNNY RAY TORRES, 23, of 508 S. Benton, was 
arrested Saturday on a charge of driving while license 
suspended.

• ASSAULT/CLASS C was reported in the 1900 
block of Highway 87.

• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in 
the 400 block of Owens.

• THEFT was reported:
- in the 300 block of Owens.
- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.
- in the 400 block of Birdwell Lane.
- in the 800 block of Interstate Hignway 20.
- in the 1200 block of 11th Place.

Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol

lowing activity:
• TRAFFIC ACCIDENT was reported near the 173 

mile marker of Interstate Highway 20.
• BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in 

the 2600 block of Neil Road.
• DOMESTIC DISTURBANCE was reported in the 

1100 block of Highway 176.

-----------------------COUPON
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NURSES
Continued from Page lA

are current. Many of the 
rest have lapsed but could 
be activated easily if the 
nurse pays a fee or enrolls 
in professional course- 
work.

Texas prohibits felony 
offenders from working 
as nurses if they have 
gone to prison. The news

paper found 58 nurses 
who have been incarcer
ated for felony sex or drug 
offenses whose licenses 
have not been surren
dered or revoked.

The state board that 
licenses nurses conducts 
few background checks, 
in part because there is 
not enough money to do 
so. Instead, state officials 
rely on nurses to self- 
report their criminal con

victions.
Katherine Thomas, 

executive director of the 
Texas Board of Nurse 
Examiners, acknowledged 
that the agency “may not 
be aware” of nurses who 
have not self-reported 
their records. She said the 
board “would like an 
opportunity to investi
gate.”

The Texas Hospital 
Association, which repre

sents about 85 percent of 
the state’s hospitals, said 
most hospitals perform 
their own background 
checks. But they are not 
required by law to do so. 
And most doctors’ offices 
and clinics probably do 
not check nurses’ back
grounds, Thomas said.

It’s impossible to know 
whether any of the felons 
are harming patients, but 
victims’ rights advocates

questioned whether it is 
appropriate for them to be 
nurses.

“You probably don’t 
want somebody' who is a 
registered sex offender 
being alone with you in a 
room where you are prob
ably not completely 
dressed,” said Kristianne 
Hinkamp, executive 
director of the Dallas 
group Victims Outreach.

However people who

help rehabilitate sex 
offenders say a blanket 
ban would go too far.

“Just because someone 
is convicted of a sex 
crime does not determine 
their dangerousness,” 
said Allison Taylor, exec
utive director of the 
Texas Council on Sex 
Offender Treatment. 
“We’ve really got to look 
at who is dangerous and 
who is not.”

QUAKE
Continued from Page lA

that another 3,000 people may 
have died. If confirmed, that 
would raise India’s death toll to 
6,000 and the overall number to 
23,900.

“The Andaman ,and Nicobar 
islands have been~really badly 
hit,” said Hakan Sandbladh, 
senior health officer at the 
Geneva headquarters of the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies.

Offers of aid poured in from 
around the globe, as troops in 
the region struggled to deliver 
urgently needed aid to afflicted 
areas.

In Bandah Aceh, Indonesia, 
150 miles from the quake’s epi
center, dozens of bloated bodies 
littered the streets as soldiers 
and desperate relatives 
searched for survivors Monday. 
Some 500 bodies collected by 
emergency workers lay under

plastic tents, rotting in the trop
ical heat.

“We have ordered 15,000 
troops into the field to search 
for survivors,” Indonesian mili
tary spokesman Edy Sulistiadi 
said. “Theyare mostly retriev
ing corpses.”

Refugees in nearby 
Lhokseumawe, many of whom 
had spent the night sleeping 
outside on open ground, com
plained that little or no aid had 
reached them. The city’s hospi
tal said it was running out of 
medicine.

The Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu reported thousands of 
deaths. Chief Minister Jayaram 
Jayalalithaa called the scene 
“an extraordinary calamity of 
such colossal proportions that 
the damage has been unprece
dented.”

Nearby beaches resembled 
open-air mortuaries as fisher
men’s bodies washed ashore, 
and retreating waters left 
behind others killed inland. In 
Cuddalore, red-eyed parents 
buried more than 150 children

laid in a mass grave that a bull
dozer filled with sodden earth.

The tsunamis came without 
warning. Witnesses said sea 
waters at first retreated far out 
into the ocean, only to return at 
a vicious pace. Some regions 
reported a crashing wall of 
water 20 feet high.

“The water went back, back, 
back, so far away, and everyone 
wondered what it was — a full 
moon or what? Then we saw 
the wave come, and we ran,” 
said Katri Seppanen, who was 
in Thailand, on Phuket island’s 
popular Patong beach.

Sri Lanka and Indonesia said 
at least 1 million people were 
driven from their homes in 
each country. Warships in 
Thailand steamed to remote 
tropical island resorts to search 
for survivors as air force heli
copters in Sri Lanka and India 
rushed food and medicine to 
stricken areas.

In Indonesia, villagers near 
northern Lhokseumawe picked 
through the debris of their 
ruined houses amid the smell of

decomposing bodies.
One man, Rajali, said his wife 

and two children were killed 
and he could not find dry 
ground to bury them. Islamic 
tradition demands that the 
deceased be buried as soon as 
possible.

“What shall I do?” said the 55- 
year-old man, who, like many 
Indonesians, goes by a single 
name. “I don’t know where to 
bury my wife and children.”

Dozens of bodies still clad in 
swimming trunks lined beaches 
in Thailand.

In Sri Lanka — an island 
nation some 1,000 miles west of 
the epicenter — about 25,000 
troops were deployed to crack 
down on sporadic, small-scale 
looting and to help in rescue 
efforts. About 200 inmates took 
advantage of the chaos, escap
ing from a prison in coastal 
Matara.

The U.S. Geological Survey 
said the quake’s magnitude was 
9.0 — the strongest since a 9.2- 
magnitude temblor in Alaska in

1964 and the fourth-largest in a 
century.

The quake occurred more 
than 6 miles deep and was fol- 
lowetfhy a half-dozen powerful 
aftershocks. A 620-mile section 
of a geological plate shifted, 
triggering the sudden displace
ment of water.

Countries around the world 
were touched. Italy reported 11 
of its citizens had died; Norway 
10; Britain four; the United 
States and Denmark three each; 
Australia, France, Sweden and 
Belgium two each; and New 
Zealand one.

Those numbers likely would 
rise. Sri Lanka said 72 foreign 
tourists were killed there, and 
Thailand said 35 of the dead 
were foreigners.

President Bush expressed his 
condolences over the "terrible 
loss of life and suffering.” From 
the Vatican, Pope John Paul II 
led appeals for aid for victims, 
and the 25-nation European 
Union promised to quickly 
deliver $4 million.

TREES
Continued from Page lA

cause a sei iou 
us.”

For those who choose to dis
pose of their trees in dump
sters, Davis said the results 
could cet serious.

“ I f  ‘ >m»'nnr> puts their tree in 
ne.\t to the 

dump ter, we won’t pick it up,”

he said. “We’ll simply notify 
code enforcement and let them 
handle it.”

Davis said dropping your tree 
off at the landfill is free of 
charge, and there are only a few 
simple guidelines to follow.

“We need people to make sure 
all of the lights and ornaments 
are off the tree,” he explained. 
“We also can’t take it if it’s still 
wrapped in plastic or anvthitm 
like that. You aiiiO nee 
sure the tree stand has been

taken off. Once they drop it off. 
w'e’ll take it from there.” 

Contact Staff Writer Thomas 
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232 or hy 
e I il at
citydeskdn bigsprin^hera lei. com

CLOSING
Continued from Page lA

cial attention to motorists 
and party-goers. The 
police department’s main 
office will be closed 
Friday, and will reopen at 
8 a.m. Monday.

County employees will 
get time to spend with 
their friends and family 
as well, as the Howard 
County Courthouse and 
its corresponding depart
ments prepare to close for 
New Year’s Eve. The 
offices located at the cour
thouse are expected to 
closed all day Friday,

reopening as normal on 
Monday.

Those looking for party 
supplies at the last 
minute will be relieved to 
know the local Wal-Mart 
Supercenter, which is 
open 24-hours, will be 
open throughout the holi
day. H-E-B will also be 
taking the holiday in

stride, adhering to its nor
mal 6 a.m. until midnight 
schedule on both New 
Year’s Eve and New 
Year’s Day.

Keeping with their 24- 
hour, 365-day image, local 
7-11 convenience stores 
will also be open through
out the New Year holiday.

If you’re expecting a 
package in the mail, 
you’ll be glad to know the 
Big Spring Post Office 
will be delivering mail as 
usual on Friday. There 
will be no mail delivery 
New Year’s Day. The post 
office will be back in 
action at ■ 8 a.m. on 
Monday.

The Spring City Senior 
Citizens Center will be 
closed Friday in obser
vance of the holiday, 
reopening Monday at 8 
a.m.

Contact Staff Writer 
Thomas Jenkins at 263- 
7331 ext. 232 or hy e-mail 
at newsdesk(ri creommet ■'

IRAQ
Continued from Page lA

in prison since April last 
year.

Political and religious 
leaders of the Shiite com
munity, who strongly 
back the holding of next 
month’s vote, have been 
repeatedly targeted by the 
mainly Sunni Muslim 
insurgents since
Saddam’s ouster.

The Shiites, who make 
up about 60 percent of 
Iraq’s 26 million people, 
have traditionally been 
dominated by the Sunni 
minority, which accounts 

about a fifth of the 
population. Their leaders 
are eager to translate that 
numerical superiority 
into political power after 
next month’s ballot — the 
first free elections since 
the overthrow of the 
monarchy 45 years ago.

In another » blow to

Washington’s plans for 
the upcoming e'ections, 
the largest Sunm Muslim 
political party iliat had 
planned to take part in 
the Jan. 30 ballot 
announced Monday it was 
pulling out of the race 
because of the rapidly 
deteriorating security sit
uation and the lac k of 
public awareness about 
the vote.

“The security situation 
keeps going from bad to 
worse and has to be dealt 
with,” said Mohsen 
Abdel-Hamid, the Iraqi 
Islamic Party’s leader.

In August 2003, a sui
cide bomber killed 
Ayatollah Mohammed 
Baqir al-Hakim, elder 
brother of Abdul Aziz and 
former leader of the 
Supreme Council for the 
Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq.

Like his late brother, 
Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim is a 
Shiite cleric who opposed 
Saddam Hussein from

exile in Iran before 
returning to Iraq after 
last year’s U.S. led inva
sion.

Meanwhile, a U.S. sol
dier died of wounds 
Monday and another was 
Injured in a roadside 
bomb explosion in 
Samarra, 60 miles north 
of Baghdad, the C S. mili
tary said in a statement.

The latest casualty 
brings to at least 1,324 the 
number of U.S. troops 
who have died in Iraq 
since the beginning of the 
war in March 2003.

The violence came a day 
after the Iraqi militant 
group Ansar al-Sunnah 
Army posted a video on 
the Internet purportedly 
showing footage from last 
week’s suicide attack at a 
U.S. base in Mosul. The 
group claimed that the 
bomber slipped into the 
base through a hole in the 
fence during a guard 
change.

The footage showed a

black-garbed gunman 
wearing an explosives 
belt around his body — 
apparently the suicide 
bomber, identified in the 
tape as Abu Omar al- 
Mosuli — bidding 
farewell to his comrades. 
The video gives no fur
ther details about ihc' 
bomber beyond his name'.

The Ansar al-Sunnah 
Army had earlier said it 
would release a video of 
last Tuesday’s attack, 
which killed 22 people, 
including 18 U.S. service 
members and civilian 
contractors.

The bombing — the 
deadliest attack on a U.S. 
base in Iraq — has 
prompted a U.S. military 
investigation into how 
the bomber got onto the 
heavily guarded site and 
how security at bases can 
be improved.

In the first section of the 
video — with a time sig
nature of Dec. 20, a day 
before the attack — three

gunmen wearing black 
masks and clothes and 
holding automatic rifles 
are shown sitting in front 
of a black banner with the 
group’s name on it. One 
of them, apparently al- 
Mosuli. sits on the left, 
wearing an explosives 
belt.

The gunman in the cen
ter reads a statement 
describes how the* attack 
will be carried out. The 
authenticity of the video 
could not be independent
ly verified.

The two men then 
embrace the one wearing 
the explosives belt.

An image then shows a 
map of the base, as one of 
the gunmen points out 
locations using a military 
knife. One location is 
marked “the dining hall” 
in Arabic.

A later outdoor video 
image — shot on Tuesday, 
when the attack occurred 
— shows a fireball rising 
from the distance with

the accompanying sound 
of the explosion \ final 
image — shot from a vehi
cle driving past the base 
— shows the torn white 
tent that served as the 
base mess hall.

MYERS & SMITH
FU N E R A L HOM E 

& C H A PE L
&  J o h n s o n  2 6 7 -8 2 8 8

Kdna Hopper, 92, died 
Tuesday. Funeral
Services were at 11:00 
AM Monday at Myers «fc 
Smith Chapel. Burial 
will be at Trinity 
Memorial Park.

Ralph Mendez. Jr., 54. 
died Wednesday.V'igil 
Services will be at 4:00 
PM Monday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel.

Cleta Plew, 96, died 
Sunday. Funeral
Services will be at 11:00 
AM Tuesday at Myers & 
Smith Chapel with bur
ial at Trinity Memorial 
Park.

Full Moon RooRng would like to thank all our 
customers, employees and families for 

making 2004 our best year.
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D IT O R IA L
: Danger on so many fronts

O u r  V ie w s

Now is the tinw

Weren’t we supposed to be win
ning this thing?

Weren’t *we supposed to be wrap
ping up our occupation of Iraq • 
about now and bringing the troops 
home?

Yes, we were. Last _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
year, our military 
planners estimated 
that we would be 
withdrawing from 
Iraq this month.-

After all, President 
Bush said in May 
2003 that major com
bat operations in Iraq 
had ended.
Remember what the 
banner behind him 
proclaimed? It was:,
“Mission SSSSSSSS55
Accomplished.”

But try telling that to anybody in 
Mosul today, where 19 of our______

{‘H f
>y
R o g e r

S im o n

from three dozen to 50 insurgent 
groups operating in Iraq today. By 
general consensus, they are fight
ing a far more ferocious, far more 
sophisticated war than anyone on 
our side anticipated.

Consider: We have tanks, and 
they do not. We have planes, and , 
they do not. We have heavy 
artillery, and they do not. We have 
helicopters, and they do not. We 
have sophisticated satellite and 
other electronic intelligence-gath
ering, and they do not.

But they are blowing us up, any
way.

How bad is it? So bad that even 
George Bush, who rarely, if ever, 
admits to self-doubt, let alone 
making a mistake, sounded very 
grim in his press conference this 
week when it came to the insur
gency.

Bush said we would win in the

they leave the battlefield. I fully 
understand that."

There may be something else 
worth understanding from the 
Iraqi view: As long as U.S. troops 
are fighting and dying for the 
Iraqis, why should Iraqi troops 
bother?

Perhaps only when the United 
States gets serious about leaving 
Iraq will Iraqis get serious about 
defending the place.

Because there is but one real 
question left about this war: How 
many more U.S. lives is Iraq 
worth?

The official White House posi
tion is: As many as it takes for 
victory.

How many will that be? Nobody 
knows.

This is from retired Marine Lt. 
Col. Jay Stout, who fought in the 
first Gulf War, when asked by The

to develop your
leadership skills

A  community never has enough leaders 
— people that are not only willing, but 
both capable and knowledgeable to step 
to the forefront.* That is why the Rig 

Spring Area Chamber of Commerce annually 
conducts its Leadership Big Spring program.

And now is the time to sign up for next year’s 
Leadership Big Spring class.

The chamber is accepting applications for the 
program which will begin Jan. 13, 2005, and those 
wishing to take part must register by the dead
line of 5 p.m. Tuesday. _______

Applications are available at the ih.'tnbei 
office, 215 W. Third, or chamber staff (mm send
them to interested people by fax or e-mail n i)ie> 
are called at 263-7641.

Debbye Valverde, chamber executive director, 
said the program is designed to help participants 
develop and increase leadership skills while they 
learn more about the community.

“It helps people see what they can do to make 
Big Spring a better place,” Valverde said. 
“Hopeftilly they find an area where tiiey can 
s'erVe the community and start a habit that will 
continue for a long time.”

Participants meet the second Thursday of <'aeb 
month for nine months. They hear pres(.‘nt..lions 
from community leaders and business |*(ople, 
tour local industries and educational facilities, 
and study the most current management theo
ries.

Leadership Big Spring is designed for p(>ople 
who have demonstrated management and leader
ship ability, shown an interest in community 
affairs and have time and talent to ofbM. j ’hey 
must be w illing to give one day out of each 
month, January through May and .August 
through November, for the program.

Tuition is $300, which includes transp(irtali»m. 
meals and materials. The program is limited to 
the first 25 registered participants.

Leadership Big Spring has provided a number 
of dedicated citizens for various service organ i 
zations and boards over the years, and since 2(i03 
each class has completed a service project togetlv 
er.

We encourage those with an interest to contact 
the chamber and become a part of the 2005 class 
of Leadership Big Spring.

Both you and our community will be the better 
for it.

W To CONIAC I Us

Letter policies

troops were blown up recently in 
an attack inside a U.S. military 
base.

Inside the base! So you can  ̂
imagine how dangerous it is for 
U.S. troops outside the base.

Want an even more chilling 
thought? This is from Jeffrey 
White, former Defense Intelligence 
Agency analyst of Middle Eastern 
military affairs, quoted in The 
Washington Post: “The real danger 
here is that they' (the insurgents) 
will mount a sophisticated effort 
to penetrate or assault one of our 
camps or bases with a ground ele
ment.”

I’ll translate: The real danger is 
that the insurgents will attack one 
of our bases in force and kill our 
troops.

According to the estimates I 
have seen, there are anywhere

end. “But no question about it,” 
he said. “The bombers are having 
an effect.” And this was before the 
attack on Mosul.

Unlike Vietnam, where we 
seemed to have no working defini
tion of victory (except the death of 
everyone fighting against us), we 
have tried for a realistic goal in 
Iraq: the day when the Iraqis are 
willing and able to fight for them
selves against the insurgents.

So how is that going? How are 
Iraqi military units doing?

“Now. I would call the results 
mixed,” Bush said, “in terms of 
standing up Iraqi units who are 
willing to fight. There have been 
some cases where when the heat 
got on, they left the battlefield. 
That’s unacceptable. Iraq will 
never secure itself if they have 
troops that when the heat gets on,

Washington Post what our strate
gy in Iraq should be.

“We have few choices,” he said. 
“We can maintain the status quo 
while trying to build an Iraqi gov
ernment that will survive, we can 
get the hell out now and leave 
them to kill themselves, or we can 
adopt a more brutal and repres
sive stance.”

His recommendation?
“1 don’t know the right answer,” 

he said. “I gave up guessing a few 
months ago.”

To find out more about Roger 
Simon, and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car
toonists. visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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McCain not the average republican

D eb r a

S a u n d e r s

The Herald is always interested in our readers' opinions. 
In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer 

several ways in which you may contact us;
• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at 
editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan

at newsdesk(^crcom.net.
• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
• Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street 

address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.
• We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per

30-day period per author. ^
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone 

number or address will not be considered.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald, 

P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e- 
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

ly is John McCain so 
popular? It’s a ques
tion I asked the mav
erick Republican sena- 

toi’ from Arizona in his office 
Thursday. His answers were 
piMckly; still, the former Vietnam 
I’OW is a compelling figure.

Global warming? I note that
McClain was one of 95____________
senators who voted 
for a 1997 resolution 
'(Ivising the Clinton 

administration not to 
agree to a Kyoto glob
al-warming pact if it 
excluded developing 
o.ations such as 
' lima and India.
'Today, McCain is a 
cliampion for legisla
tion to reduce U.S. 
grwnhouse-gas emis-
s;jonS.

“'I'hat’s probably one of the least 
understood votes in history,” said 
McCain, as he explained the 
wrongheaded ness of penalizing 
U.S. industry while exempting 
large countries that could pollute 
with impunity. (Since Vice 
President A1 Gore nonetheless 
arrei)(ed exempting developing 
nations, I think it is fair to say 
that those 95 senators voted 
against the Kyoto Protocol.)

I’d like to hear McCain then say 
that the United States should pass 
regulations that reduce green
house-gas emissions in order to 
boost U.S.energy independence, 
reduce pollution and appease 
America’̂ s European allies who are 
Kyoto crazy. Instead, McCain 
re|)eats the Kyoto mantra: 
“Everybody knows that climate 
change is going on.”

Everybody? “Everybody who 
studies it knows it.” But,that’s not 
true. Many scientists refute the 
notion that human-induced global 
warming presents certain dangers. 
His was a true believer’s answer, 
not the response of someone who 
understands how complex the 
global-warming issue is.

McCain won’t recognize that 
environmentalists acknowledge 
that even if implemented, Kyoto 
would not stop global warming. 
“Oh, of course it is. It’s going to

put the brakes on it," McCain 
argued. Not according to the 
National Center for Atmospheric- 
Research, which predicts that a 
fully implemented Kyoto would 
barely change the Earth’s tempera 
ture.

1 question McCain’s claim tli.'' 
his Climate Stewardship Act co
written with Sen. Joe Lieberman, 
D-Conn., and intended to reduce 
some industries’ emissions to 2(KX) 
levels by 2010 — would only cost 
the average U.S. household $20 
annually. How can serious regula
tions cost so little? He responds 
that it “would be the first step.”

Then — as if to prove that he’s 
also willing to anger environmen 
talists — McCain supports using 
more nuclear power.

His McCain-Feingold campaign- 
finance reform legislation, which 
President Bush signed into law, 
was supposed to limit the amount 
of money fat cats could pour into 
the political races and discourage 
dirty advertising. Yet few would 
consider 2(K)4 a kinder, gentler (or 
cheaper) presidential race than 
past campaigns. Rich suits who 
once poured big money into the 
parties instead poured more 
money than ever into the parties 
and independent groups — also 
known as 527s, after their tax-code 
reference — that ran nastier TV 
spots than any credible campaign 
would dare air.

McCain doesn’t see it that way. 
“It has been overw’nelmingly suc
cessful,” McCain said of the legis
lation. “The problem is the 527s, 
but that’s not a problem with the 
law. That’s the problem with the 
Federal Elections Commission.”

The senator has been withering 
in his criticism of the FEC for 
refusing to enforce McCain- 
Feingold limits on 527s. Problem 
is, the courts have failed to make 
the FEC do what McCain wants it 
to do, and unless the courts force 
the FEC to change its ways, 
McCain-Feingold won’t have 
changed anything — other than 
weakening the parties and 
strengthening extremist groups.

“We’ll beat ’em,”' McCain insist
ed.

OK, but what if you don’t? “It’s a

nu-bniitier, so we’ll win in court.”
If the courts don’t back McCain, 

will he still support a law that 
doesn’t do what it’s supposed to 
do? “What if pigs fly?” was his 
clipped response.

Si>eaking of pigs — the war hero 
is a political hero for his assaults 
on pork-barrel spending. In the 
town that balanced budgeting for
got, McCain is the rare official — 
worse, the rare Republican — who 
is outraged at the lard fests that 
have bloated the Bush deficit. He 
denounced and then voted against 
the $388 billion catchall appropria
tions bill signed by President 
Bush.

McCain wouldn’t dish Bush for 
signing the bill. In fact, McCain 
argued that Bush is concerned 
about “out-of-control spending” 
and that he is better on budgeting 
than Democrat John Kerry, who 
has a “very liberal record on 
spending.” McCain is right about 
Bush, but the difference is: If John 
McCain were president, a GOP 
Congress wouldn’t dare send him 
a bill that funnels $1.8 million into 
berry research in Alaska or 
spends $150,000 on a therapeutic 
horseback-riding program.

There’s a principle involved 
here. That’s right, a principle, 
smack dab in the District of 
Columbia.

So why do so many Democrats 
like John McCain? “I’ve had many 
people come up to me and say,
Tm a Democrat from San 
Francisco, and I don’t agree with 
you on many issues, but I’ll sup
port you because I think you’re 
honest.’”

He is honest. Also, 1 think, in a 
world of officials who excel in 
keeping their heads down, right or 
wrong, John McCain is willing to 
stick his neck out for what he 
thinks is right.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at 
dsaunders^esfchronicle.com. To 
find out more about Debra J. 
Saunders, and read features by 
other Creators Syndicate writers 
and cartoonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.
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W\ Case reflects influence ethnic
differences have on genetic medicine
By APRIL LYNCH
Knight Ridder

SAN JOSE, Calif. -  
Something seemed odd 
with the families Dr. 
Nipavan Xhiamvimonvat 
and Dr. Kathryn Glatter 
wanted to help.

The heart specialists at 
the University of 
California-Davis were 
curious about two 
Chinese-American moth
ers diagnosed with inher
ited Long QT syndrome, a 
dangerous heart ailment. 
Both had been labeled 
with a particular form of 
Long QT after taking a 
test that compared their

San Jose M ercury News photo/JudHh Calson

A copy shot of Etta Boyle’s mother, Lelia Green, who died 
of breast cancer iml990.

genes to standards deveb—  
oped from a group of 
whites.

But their symptoms did
n’t match their genetic 
diagnoses. Chiamvimon- 
vat and Glatter decided to 
start a new study that 
included genes from 
Asian-Americans.

Their work revealed 
that the original diagno
sis was flawed — and had 
put the women and their 
families through years of 
the wrong medical care.

The women did have 
Long QT, but not the form 
originally suspected. One 
of the women had two 
small sons, who had both 
been screened previously 
with the wrong test. The 
elder boy, thought to 
share his mother’s Long 
QT gene, had been taking 
heart medication for 
years. His younger broth
er, deemed healthy, was
n’t being treated.

that the older son did not 
have the condition at all, 
and didn’t need heart 
medication. Instead, the 
younger son had inherit
ed his mother’s Long QT 
gene — and should have 
been treated long ago.

“It was chilling,”

Glatter said. “I cannot 
stress how important it is 
to have accurate matches 
when you are dealing 
with genetic issues. You 
need to make sure you 
are comparing apples to 
apples and oranges to 
oranges.”

' The UC-Davis finding 
reflects how broadly 
genetic medicine is influ
enced by ethnic differ
ences.

That effect would seem 
to contradict other genet
ic findings. Scientists 
have repeatedly said 
there is no genetic basis 
for race — no distinguish
ing Asian, white or blacks 
gene.

Why, then, do groups 
show genetic differences?

The reason, scientists 
say, lies in the long peri
ods of geographic isola
tion that mark much of 
human history.

Until relatively recent

ly, groups of people lived 
far apart. That isolation 
encouraged certain genet
ic traits, not just external 
traits such as a particular 
skin color, but also inter
nal traits, like cellular 
function. Now, genetic 
medicine is revealing just 
how much these internal 
traits can vary from 
group to group.

A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n  
women, for example, are 
known to suffer from 
more aggressive breast 
cancers. Doctors hope to 
reveal if these women 
have unique gene fea
tures.

“I really want to com- 
-pare Africans, African^ 
Americans and mixed- 
race women and see if 
there is a genetic profile,” 
said Dr. Denise Johnson, 
a breast cancer specialist 
at Stanford University 
Medical Center. “We did
n’t have the tools before, 
but now we do.”

Yushchenko claims decisive win in Ukraine’s presidential election
By ALEKSANDAR VASOVIC
Associated Press Writer

KIEV, Ukraine — Opposition 
leader Viktor Yushchenko cele
brated his insurmountable lead 
Monday in the re-run of 
Ukraine’s presidential election, 
thanking protesters who spent 
weeks camped out in the capi 
tal’s frigid streets for helping 
secure his win and the nation’s 
freedom.

Three exit polls gave him a 15 
to 20 percentage point lead over 
pro-Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych. The otTi 
cial vote count gave the 
Western-leaning Yushchenko a 
52.3 percent to 43.9 percent lead 
with ballots from 98.5 percent of 
precincts counted in Sunday’s 
voting.

While Yushchenko had 
already declared himself the 
winner, Yanukovych had not 
conceded defeat. Nestor 
Shufrych, a lawmaker and 
Yanukovych ally, told reporters

the Yanukovych campaign 
would appeal the results.

“Now, today, the Ukrainian 
people have won. I congratulate 
you,” Yushchenko told a jubi
lant crowd . in Kiev’s 
Independence Square, the cen
ter of massive protests follow
ing the Nov. 21 presidential 
runoff that was annulled after 
fraud allegations.

“We have been independent 
for 14 years but we were not 
free,” Yushchenko sdid. “Now 
we can say this is a thing of the 
past. Now we are facing an 
independent and free Ukraine.”

Results were trickling in 
slowly from two regions in pro- 
Yanukovych territory in east
ern Ukraine. Central Election 
Commission chairman
Yaroslav Davydovych urged 
election workers to do their 
jobs. “Put political issues aside. 
The state is waiting for 
results,” he said.

Georgian President Mikhail

Saakashvili, whose own acces
sion to power on a wave of 
peaceful protest in November 
2003 inspired Ukraine’s opposi
tion, congratulated Yushchenko 
in a Ukrainian-language mes
sage delivered over Ukrainian 
television. Saakashvili, who 
attended law school in then- 
Soviet Ukraine, apparently is 
first foreign leader to publicly 
recognize Yushchenko’s victo
ry.

Poland’s former President 
Lech Walesa told the Polish 
news agency PAP that 
Yushchenko’s victory meant 
“Ukraine on its road to freedom 
and democracy made a small 
move towards Europe.”

International observers 
praised the vote as calm and 
orderly.

Yushchenko was not taking 
chances. He called his support
ers back out onto the square 
Monday afternoon to defend the 
election victory, if necessary.

and asked for their help in 
what he called the main task 
facing the nation: forming a 
trustworthy government.

Ukrainians heading to work 
Monday stopped at 
Independence Square to see the 
latest results on a television 
monitor, cheering and chanting 
“Yushchenko! Yu-shchen-ko!” 
Their cheers were punctuated 
by blasts from car horns.

Some 12,000 foreign observers 
watched Sunday’s unprecedent
ed third-round vote to help pre
vent a repeat of the apparent 
widespread fraud on Nov. 21 
that sparked massive protests 
after Yanukovych was declared 
winner.

Both campaigns complained 
of violations. Yanukovych’s 
headquarters filed numerous 
complaints.

But Mykola Melnyk, a mem
ber of the Central Election 
Commission, insisted: “This 
repeat vote was fair and honest.

especially in comparison with 
the second round.”

Monitors said they’d seen far 
fewer problems this round, in 
which 77.2 percent of registered 
voters turned out.

“This is another country,” 
said Stefan Mironjuk, a 
German ‘ election monitor 
observing the vote in the north
ern Sumy region. “The atmos
phere of intimidation and fear 
during the first and second 
rounds was absent. ... It was 
very, very calm.”

Sure of victory, Yushchenko 
backers appeared to be taking a 
rest after weeks camped out in 
the square. About 5,000 had 
gathered in the square to hear 
his victory speech, setting off 
fireworks in celebration.

“Today we began to live! 
Today, we rose ofT our knees 
and showed ourselves and the 
world that our future can’t be 
dictated to us. We will dictate 
it,” said Olga Drik, 21.

U.S. to increase funding to remove unexploded bombs in Laos
By FREDERIC FROMMER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON -  
Three decades after the 
end of the Vietnam War, 
the United States is 
increasing aid to help 
remove unexploded ord
nance that continues to 
kill people in the former 
war zone, especially in 
Laos where 2 million tons 
of bombs were dropped.

During the war, the 
United States bombed 
Laos relentlessly for a 
decade in an effort to cut 
off North Vietnamese sup
ply lines.

Though the war ended 
30 years ago, the carnage 
from those bombings con

tinues.
Nearly a third of the 

bombs failed to explode, 
lying in wait as “de facto 
anti-personnel mines,” 
according to a Human 
Rights Watch report. The 
bombs have killed rough
ly 6,000 Laotians since the 
end of fighting.

“Every time I go to Laos 
I meet fresh bomb victims 
who have lost an eye or a 
leg or two,” said Jim 
Harris, a retired 
Wisconsin school princi
pal who helps educate 
people about the experi
ence of Laotian refugees 
in his state.

U.S. pilots dropped 2 
million tons of bombs on 
Laos from 1964-1973, dou

ble the amount dropped 
on Germany in World 
War II.

The United States has 
agreed to nearly double 
the amount of aid it pro
vides to help remove 
those bombs, known as 
unexploded ordnance, or 
UXO. Congress approved 
$2.5 million for bomb 
removal in Laos next 
year, up from $1.4 mil
lion, as part of a move to 
normalize trade relations 
with the impoverished 
Southeast Asian country.
'But the improvement in 

trade relations and even 
the increased funding for 
bomb removal were 
opposed by some critics 
who said Laos continues

to persecute its Hmong 
minority that fought 
alongside the CIA during 
the Vietnam War.

“Why should the U.S. 
taxpayer pay to remove 
land mines and unexplod
ed ordnance from the 
Vietnam War, when the 
Lao government and mili
tary are involved in mili
tary operations against 
the Hmong people?” asked 
Philip Smith, the
Washington director of 
Lao Veterans of America.

But Rep. Betty
McCollum, D-Minn., said

Comair hopes to be fully operational by Wednesday

the United States “has a 
moral obligation to part
ner with the people of 
Laos to help eliminate the 
ordnance and put the land 
back into productive use 
for this impoverished 
nation.”

Many of the Hmong peo
ple who fled Laos settled 
in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin.

While the Laotian gov
ernment is in charge of 
bomb removal, it relies on 
help from other countries 
and outside groups to 
help pay for it. The
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Laotian bomb removal 
agency, UXO Lao, hit a 
crisis point a couple of 
years ago.

“Money wasn’t coming 
in in sufficient numbers, 
and UXO Lao had to let go 
of half of its employees,” 
said Douglas Hartwick, 
the U.S. ambassador to 
Laos from 2001 until last 
July. “So there was a big 
push on the part of 
donors, and the Lao gov
ernment to put together a 
long-term coherent strate
gy, to clean up the unex
ploded bombs.”

202 Scurry • 267-6278

By JOHN NOLAN
Associated Press Writer

HEBRON, Ky. -  
Regional airline Comair 
will need several days to 
resume a full schedule of 
flights that were ground
ed over the busy holiday 
weekend due to a comput
er failure, a company otTi- 
cial said.

A day after all 1,100 of 
Comair’s flights were can
celed, customers frustrat
ed from days of delays 
and cancellations got 
some relief Sunday when 
the airline resumed 172 
flights, about 15 percent 
of its normal schedule.

“We anticipate Comair 
will be able to operate on 
a. full schedule by 
Wednesday,” said Nick 
Miller, a spokesman for 
the Delta subsidiary 
based at
Cincinnat i/Northern  
Kentucky International 
Airport. “That is our

goal.”
About 100 people stood 

in line Sunday at the tick
et counter shared by 
Comair and Delta, wait
ing to be helped by two 
dozen agents. Nearby in 
the terminal were huge 
piles of lost luggage.

Comair wasn’t the only 
airline that experienced 
problems during the holi
day travel rush. US 
Airways started chipping 
away Sunday at a moun
tain of backed-up luggage, 
part of what its chief 
executive called an “oper

ational meltdown.” 
Hundreds of US Airways 
flights were canceled 
from Friday to Sunday, 
the result of severe 
weather Thursday and 
large numbers of baggage 
handlers, ramp workers ' 
and flight, attendants call
ing in sick.

US Airways was operat
ing at near-normal levels 
by Sunday, when it had 
canceled 43 of about 1,200 
flights systemwide. That 
was down from 143 
scratched flights on 
Saturday.
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Jeff McFadden Is CEO and Chairman of Clarla, a Redwood City, Calif., company that makes “adware,” or programs that 
are loaded to PCs Initially as part of free services such a Kazaa filesharing or a new screen saver.

Claris at center of debate
on ethics in advertising
By Dan Lee
Knight Ridder Newspapers

SAN JOSE. Calif. - 
Claria is a company some 
just love to hate.

The Redwood City, 
Calif., software maker is 
the king of “adware,” the 
leader in an industry 
increasingly seen as a 
public nuisance on the 
Internet.

Claria has a simple goal: 
get you to download its 
software that serves up 
pop-ups and other 
Internet ads. Its software 
ends up on people’s com
puters when they down
load free programs. 
Claria’s adware tracks the 
computer user’s Web surf
ing and then serves up 
targeted ads.

Critics call Claria’s 
methods confusing and 
invasive.

“Claria presents its 
notice and consent...in 
such a manner that most 
users mindlessly press 
‘accept’ without under
standing that what 
they’re accepting is extra 
pop-ups,” said Ben 
Edelman, a Harvard grad
uate student who is a 
noted adware and Claria 
critic.

But the company says it 
is legitimately offering 
targeted advertising to 
Internet users who have 
granted permission. 
“These consumers are 
interacting with our ads. 
They’re voting with their 
mouses, their clicks and 
their wallets,” said Scott 
Eagle, Claria’s chief mar
keting officer.

No matter what, Claria 
finds itself at the center of 
a debate over the evolving 
rules and ethics of 
Internet advertising.

Its tactics have been 
pushed into the limelight 
with the emergence of 
spyware, a loose term for 
unsolicited, malicious 
software that can change 
computer settings or steal 
personal information. 
Claria says its adware is 
different from spyware 
because the company gets 
users’ consent and its 
technology is used strict
ly for advertising and 
marketing.

Claria, which last year 
changed its name from 
Gatbr, faces challenges 
from many sides, includ
ing legislative efforts to 
curb unwanted software 
programs, new technolo
gy that wipes out adware 
and spyware, pressure 
from Internet rights advo
cates and lawsuits from 
businesses that <dalm 
Claria’s -practices are 
unfair.

In one recent example, 
America Online last 
month began rolling out a 
“Spyzapper” feature that 
will allow most of its 23 
million customers to 
remove common spyware 
and adware programs 
including Claria’s. AOL 
said Claria’s programs 
were causing “connectivi
ty problems” for users.

The company also has 
faced lawsuits from retail
ers, banks and media 
companies who objected 
to its advertisements 
being displayed while 
surfers were viewing 
their Web sites. In 
August, Claria settled 
with Wells Fargo and 
Quicken Loans. The 
terms were not disclosed.

Internet users end up 
with Claria’s adware on 
their computers by agree
ing to download free soft
ware that’s supported by 
advertising. The most 
common way is when peo
ple sign up for free access 
to Kazaa, the popular file
sharing network, which 
has a partnership agree
ment with Claria.

The company also offers 
its own freebie programs - 
including screen savers 
and software that sets a 
computer’s clock - in 
exchange for its adware. 
“They are cheap digital 
trinkets,” said Wayne 
Porter, co-founder of con
sumer information site 
SpywareGuide.com.

Claria’s ads can appear 
at any time. For example, 
a Web surfer might get a 
pop-up ad for a DVD play
er while browsing the site 
of a rival electronics com
pany.

Claria says it explicitly 
tells consumers they will 
be served ads in exchange 
for free software. Jeff

McFadden, Claria presi
dent and chief executive, 
said the company has 
gone “way overboard” to 
label its ads as coming 
from Claria’s GAIN- 
advertising network and 
to provide instructions on 
how consumers can 
remove its adware. “We 
listen pretty carefully to 
what people are saying to 
us,” h« said..

But critics say more dis
closure is needed. They 
note that Claria’s ads can 
show up any time users 
are online, not just when 
they are on the free pro
grams they received in 
exchange for agreeing to 
take Claria s ads.

“It seems that Claria 
over time has not done a 
good job of explaining 
what software is running 
and why,” said Ari 
Schwartz, associate direc
tor of the Center for 
Democracy and
Technology, an Internet 
rights group.

Despite working to 
improve its disclosures 
and distance itself from 
less savory players in the 
adware industry, Claria is 
being tainted by the grow-. 
ing overall consumer dis
dain for unsolicited soft
ware downloads.

“It almost doesn’t mat
ter how they operate,” 
said Jim Nail, marketing 
analyst with Forrester 
Research. “That idea that 
there is some piece of for
eign software someone 
puts on your computer, 
all that gets lumped into 
this one category of 
adware if you’re polite 
and spyware if you’re 
not.”

Nonetheless, ' Claria 
seems to be sitting on a 
gold mine. The company, 
which has about 225 
employees, has shown 
impressive growth since 
its founding in 1998. It 
earned $34.8 million on 
$90.5 million in sales in 
2003 • a hefty 39 percent 
profit margin. The results 
were up from a $91,000 
profit on sales of $40.1 
million in 2002, according 
to regulatory filings.

The company filed to go 
public this year but with
drew those plans in

August, citing market 
conditions.

It has an impressive ros
ter of backers. Investors 
include Silicon Valley 
heavyweights U.S.
Venture Partners of 
Menlo Park, Calif., and 
Sun Microsystems co
founder Andy Bechtol- 
sheim.

Last year, Claria boast
ed 425 advertising cus
tomers, up from about 350 
in 2002, including Orbitz, 
FTD.com, Motorola and 
Sprint. The company says 
its advertising software 
runs on about 40 million 
computers.

Claria said its software 
tracks users anonymous
ly, and the company does 
not collect personal infor
mation such as last 
names, e-mail, addresses 
or computer passwords.

Claria said it sometimes 
shares “aggregated” Web
surfing information about 
its users with advertisers 
— such as telling a retail
er it has 50,000 sub
scribers who buy books.

Claria started out by 
offering its “Gator 
eWallet,” software that 
stores and fills in pass
words and other informa
tion in Web forms.

The company traces its 
roots back to a 1995 visit 
to the supermarket by 
McFadden, a company 
founder who began his 
career as a software 
developer for General 
Motors. He observed a 
clerk scan in bar codes on 
groceries, which trig
gered a printer to spit out 
coupons based on prod
ucts purchased - issuing a 
coupon for Pampers to 
someone who had just 
bought Huggies diapers, 
for instance.

Why not bring that cus
tom marketirjg to the 
Internet, he thought.

He envisioned watching 
Web page surfing pat
terns instead of bar codes 
to “notice that someone’s 
in the market for a mort- 

 ̂ gage, or a DVD player or 
a new car,” he said. 
“We’re trying to deliver 
the advertisements at the 
time they’re going to be 
most relevant to the con
sumer.”
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N e w s  b r i e f s
Israel releases 159 Palestinian prisoners 
as gesture to new Palestinian leadership

BEITUNIA CHECKPOINT, West Bank (AP) — 
Israel released 159 Palestinian prisoners Monday as 
a gesture to the new Palestinian leadership.

Interim Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas, the 
frontrunner in Jan. 9 presidential elections, wel
comed the release, but said Israel must free thpse 
sentenced to lengthy terms. Some 7,000 Palestinians 
are held by Israel on security-related charges, and 
Abbas is under intense pressure at home to win their 
freedom.

In the West Bank, Israeli troops shot and killed a 
Palestinian fugitive.

Dozens of prisoners arrived Monday morning at 
dropoff points in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
some waving Palestinian flags and flashing victory 
signs.

The prisoner release was part of a swap with 
Egypt. On Dec. 5, Egypt released Azzam Azzam, an 
Israeli who served eight years in an Egyptian jail on 
charges he was a spy. In exchange, Israel released 
six Egyptian students accused of planning attacks on 
Israel and agreed to release Palestinian prisoners.

Russia, China to hold unprecedented . 
joint military maneuvers next year

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia and China will hold 
unprecedented joint military maneuvers on Chinese 
territory next year involving both nations’ air forces 
and navies, Russia’s defense minister on Monday.

Sergei Ivanov, speaking at a Cabinet session 
chaired by President Vladimir Putin, said that the 
exercise would involve submarines and possibly 
strategic bombers, the Interfax and ITAR-Tass news 
agencies reported.

“For the first time in history, we have agreed to 
hold quite a large military exercise together with 
China on Chinese territory in the second half of the 
year,” Ivanov said, according to ITAR-Tass.

“The Russian side will not bring big numbers of 
servicemen, but mostly state-of-the art weapons — 
navy, air, long-range aviation, submarines to prac
tice interaction with China in different forms of mil
itary maneuvers,” he reported to Putin.

Putin then asked whether Russian strategic 
bombers would take part in the exercise. “It’s not 
excluded,” Ivanov answered.

Intelligence agencies cope 
with shortage of anaiysts

WASHINGTON (AP) — Counterterrorism agencies 
are shopping for talent at job fairs, dangling gener
ous scholarships and luring staff from each other in 
a race to overcome a shortage of analysts that may 
only get worse in the new intelligence overhaul.

The problem existed even before Congress and the 
White House approved an intelligence restructuring 
this month that creates positions for people whose 
skills already are in high demand.

There is no consensus across the nation’s 15 intel
ligence agencies on where staffing needs are the 
most acute. But few dispute that many more analysts 
are needed, particularly in the departments and 
agencies created since Sept. 11, 2001. The nearly two- 
year-old Homeland Security Department is a prime 
example.

To find them. Homeland Security and other agen
cies are heading to job fairs, often looking near mil
itary bases where civil service is part of the culture 
and people may have security clearances. They’re 
also trying to snag people from the private sector.

“If you had a hundred, we’d take them,” Pat 
Hughes, the Homeland Security Department’s top 
intelligence official, said earlier this year.
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Do you have an interesting sports item or 
story idea? Call Troy Hyde at 263-7331, 
Ext. 237. Email results to; 
sports @ bigspringherald. com
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Texas’ Young a nightmare for Wolverines
By JIM VERTUNO ________

AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES -  With Texas 
trailing late against Kansas and 
needing 18 yards on fourth down 
to keep a rally alive, quarterback 
Vince Young made something 
happen.

Instead of hanging in the pock
et to make the big throw, Young 
took off running. Twenty-two 
yards later, he had a first down, 
a key play in - comeback that 
ended with his touchdown pass 
to Tony Jeffery with 11 seconds 
left in the Longhorns' 27-23 win.

Without Young's ability to 
improvise and stay calm under 
pressure. No. 6 Texas (10-1) 
wouldn't be waiting to play No. 
13 Michigan (9-2) in the Rose 
Bowl on Jan. 1.

"One of the great things about 
Vince Young is that he can beat

you both ways," Texas coach 
Mack Brown.

That's also why he's such a 
nightmare for a Michigan 
defense that has been exposed 
this season as weak against 
mobile quarterbacks.

"What I try to do is keep 
(defenses) on edge knowing I'm 
going to run or pass," Young 
said. "I'm going to always go out 
there trying to be a defense's 
worst nightmare."

All of which leads to some fret
ful nights for Michigan coaches 
and players trying to figure out 
how to stop him. Defensive pres
sure up front sometimes isn't 
enough.

"He's made a lot of big plays 
when things go wrong in the 
pocket," said Michigan coach 
Lloyd (Darr.

The Wolverines looked flat-foot
ed in their last outing, a 37-21

loss to Ohio State when 
Buckeyes quarterback Troy 
Smith ran and passed at will 
against a defense that boasts two 
All-Americans in defensive 
backs Marlin Jackson and 
Ernest Shazor. Smith ran for 145 
yards and passed for 241 yards 
and two TDs.

Now comes Young, who at 6- 
foot-5, 220 pounds is a strong but 
fluid runner who is fast enough 
to outrun defenders and big 
enough to break tackles.

"He makes plays," Michigan 
linebacker Roy Manning said. 
"He has a great arm and can 
throw it over your head, throw it 
down the field while he's run
ning. He's just an exceptional 
athlete."

Young has run for 10 touch
downs while passing for 11 more 
scores. Longhorns tackle Justin 
Blalock said Young's big-play

ability more than once left his 
teammates laughing at defenders 
he left flailing hopelessly behind.

"There's been a couple of times 
guys have looked just silly," 
Blalock said. "That's bound to 
happen just about every game."

It wasn't all good all season. 
Young played his two worst 
games of the season in consecu
tive weeks against Oklahoma 
and Missouri.

In a 12-0 loss to the Sooners, he 
committed a key fumble deep in 
Oklahoma territory in the first 
half. The next week, he was 
benched in the second half after 
throwing two early interceptions 
in a 28-20 win over Missouri.

Never rattled, Young shook off 
those two games and came back 
with one of his best of the sea
son, • running for four touch
downs and passing for another in 
a 51-21 win at Texas Tech.

H e r o  m  i i e  m u u  m o m e i i t s

Testaverde 
throws late 
TD for win

By STEPHEN HAWKINS

AP Sports Writer

IRVING -  Sure, Vinny 
Testaverde heard the constant 
boos and chants from Dallas fans 
who wanted to see the Cowboys try 
another quarterback.

They were cheering at the end, 
even though they never got their 
wish.

With an unexpected last chance
— with 85 seconds and no timeouts
— Testaverde led the Cowboys on a 
75-yard drive. He hit Patrick 1 

Crayton with a 39-yard touchdownn 
pass with 30 seconds left Sunday 
for a 13-10 win over the 
Washington Redskins.

"He blocks most of that stuff out," 
said coach Bill Parcells, who has 
stood steadfast by his 41-year-old 
quarterback. "He'll remember that 
pass for a quite a while."

Testaverde blocked out not only 
the boos, but the poor play that 
preceded the final drive.

After Washington (5-10) took the 
lead on Patrick Ramsey's 5-yard 
TD pass to Robert Royal with 6:44 
left, the Cowboys had three other 
chances before the last drive.

There were a pair of three-and- 
outs when Testaverde was sacked 
three times, scrambled for two 3- 
yard runs and had an incomple
tion. The Cowboys (6-9) then 
picked up 9 yards to the 24 after 
Antonio Brown fumbled a punt, 
but a fourth-down screen to Julius 
Jones got nothing.

The boos were the loudest when 
Testaverde walked off the field, 
seemingly for the last time.

"You hear everything. My ears 
work," Testaverde said. "We all 
want to be cheered, we don't want 
to be booed. The only thing I can 
control is to go out and try to play 
the next play, not worry about the 
result of the last play."

Testaverde got another chance 
only after Ramsey, the young 
Washington quarterback coach Joe 
Gibbs has already tabbed as his 
starter for next season, couldn't get 
a first down and run out the clock.

The Redskins punted and 
Testaverde added to the drama

KRT photo/Ron T.* Enn(s/Fort Worth Star-Totocram

Patrick Crayton beats safety Sean Taylor for the game-winning touchdown in 
the fourth quarter as the Dallas Cowboys defeated the Washington Redskins 
13-10 at Texas Stadium.

with three straight incompletions 
— even with Washington backing 
off the pressure. But he converted 
fourth down with a 15-yarder to 
Crayton and later hit him in stride 
along the sideline for the rookie's 
first TD.

"I certainly didn't want to go after 
him and have someone open scot- 
free," Gibbs said. "We tried to play 
it smart, but got caught with one 
down the sideline."

The Redskins lost for the 14th 
time in 15 games against the 
Cowboys after Jeff Chandler's 57- 
yard field goal try fell short on the 
final play. They haven't won at 
Texas Stadium since 1995.

"It is an understatement to say 
this is a toqgh way to lose," said 
Ramsey, who finished 19-of-29 for 
158 yards with two interceptions.

Ramsey drove the Redskins 
inside the Dallas 11 the first two 
drives, but only got a field goal. 
They didn't cross midfield again

until the TD drive in the fourth 
quarter.

Gibbs wraps up his first season 
back on the sideline at home 
against playoff-seeking Minnesota. 
He's already got more losses than 
in any other season.

Dallas ended a two-game losing 
streak, even after managing just 
two field goals with two turnovers 
inside the 5 (Testaverde's intercep
tion and Jones' fumble) the first 
three quarters. But the Cowboys 
were eliminated from the playoffs.

Parcells, who had prepared sec
ond-year backup Tony Romo for 
the possibility of playing Sunday, 
hasn't said what his quarterback 
plan is for the season finale.

Testaverde, who was 23-of-39 for 
234 yards, plans to prepare like 
he'll play the entire game — like he 
has in all but two games. Rookie 
Drew Henson finished one game 
and played the first half 
Thanksgiving Day.

Texans hurt Ja g s ’ playoff hopes, 21-0
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -  

The Houston Texans damaged 
Jacksonville's postseason hopes 
with a 21-0 victory Sunday in the 
team's first-ever shutout.

Domanick Davis ran for a career- 
high 150 yards and a touchdown, 
surpassing the total 126 yards man
aged by Jacksenville without run
ning back Fred Taylor, the Jaguars' 
top offensive weapon, who missed 
the game with a sprained left knee.

"I just tried to come out here and 
do my thing today. Plus, the offen
sive line did a great job, there was 
no way I could have done it without 
them," Davis said.

The Texans moved the ball with 
ease. They finished with 333 yards.

much of it thanks to Davis. His pre
vious career high was 129 yards, set 
last season against the New York 
Jets and tied last month against 
Tennessee. He also caught five 
passes for 39 yards.

It was the most yards rushing 
gained by one player against the 
Jags since Chicago's Anthony 
Thomas had 160 in the 2001 season 
finale.

the Jags haven't been blanked 
since a 44-0 drubbing at Detroit on' 
Dec. 17, 1995, but this one could be 
far more costly than that loss to the 
Lions in Jacksonville's inaugural 
season.

Because Baltimore lost at 
Pittsburgh, the Jaguars (8-7) could

have taken control of the final AFC 
wild-card spot with a victory 
against Houston (7-8). Instead, they 
will need to win next week at 
Oakland and have the Ravens, 
Denver and maybe even Buffalo 
lose to return to the postseason for 
the first time since 1999.

"It felt good to win this game 
against them. They were talking 
playoffs and kind of overlooking 
us," wide receiver Jabar Gaffney 
said. "They still had two games left 
to play and we kind of took that as 
a little chip on our shoulder."

The Texans scorea on the opening 
possession, a 65-yard drive high
lighted by a perfect 19-yard pass 
from David Carr to Gaffney.

Manning 
breaks 
Marino’s 
T D  mark
By MICHAEL M AROT

AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS -  
Peyton Manning was too 
busy trying to beat the 
San Diego Chargers to 
celebrate his record- 
breaking touchdown 
pass.

The Indianapolis star 
broke Dan Marino’s sin
gle-season record with 56 
seconds left in regulation, 
hitting Brandon Stokley 
on a 21-yard post pattern, 
but still had a lot of work 
to do in the Colts’ 34-31 
overtime victory Sunday.

Edgerrin James ran for 
the tying 2-point conver
sion on a play Manning 
called at the line, and the 
Colts won on Mike 
Vanderjagt's 30-yard field 
goal on the first posses
sion of overtime.

It was only then that 
Manning, finally, let go 
by pumping his fist in the 
air, giving high-fives to 
teammates and hugging 
six-time Pro Bowl receiv
er Marvin Harrison.

"At the time I threw it, 
there wasn't a lot of emo
tion for me, because if we 
don't get the 2-point con
version, this is a down 
locker room right now," 
Manning said. "The fact 
that it happened, we won 
the game. ... it sure made 
for an exciting day."

For three weeks. 
Manning downplayed the 
significance of Marino's 
record, football's equiva 
lent of baseball's home- 
run mark, saying all he 
wanted to do was win.

In the closing minutes 
Sunday, Manning deliv
ered.

Indianapolis (12-3) 
scored on its final two 
possessions to win its 
eighth straight and wrap 
up the No. 3 seed in the 
AFC playoffs.

"The way it happened 
on that drive, I think 
Johnny Unitas would 
have been proud,"
Manning said.

The AFC West champi
on Chargers (11-4) tried to 
prevent the high-scoring 
Colts from torching their 
poor pass defense. They 
blitzed, used extra defen
sive backs and changed 
their looks to confuse 
Manning.

It worked effectively for 
three quarters.

Manning, who had been 
sacked just nine times in 
the first 14 games, went 
down four times against 
the Chargers. He fumbled 
twice, threw an intercep
tion and appeared to be 
pressing as he overthrew 
receivers, mistimed 
throws and ran out of 
trouble.
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Business Opportunity Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted National Ads National Ads
THIS NEWSPAPER is not re
sponsible for the specific con
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor
tunity with which you are unfa
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org ________________

Help Wanted
ASSISTANT MANAGER
needed at local Retail Com 
pany. Salary, health insurance 
and 401k. Average 48 hrs. 
weekly including nights until 
7:00 pm. with alternating week
ends. Please send Resume 
and References to; P.O. Box 
462, Big Spring, Tv  79721.

DO YOU enjoy working with 
the elderly and want to be part 
of a growing challenging indus
try? If so, we invite you to in
quire about a position in our 
nursing department.

IDEAL CAN D ID A TE:
LVN or RN and MED AIDE 

IN TE R E S TE D  IN LON G TERM  
EM PLO YM EN T 
RELATIONSHIP 

E X C E L L E N T Starting pay 
Health Insurance 
Retirement Plan
Great Vacation with a Flexible 
Schedule.

Apply at Mountain View 
Lodge, 2009 Virginia Ave.

MANAGER FOR new storage 
facility. Experience not re
quired, short training period. 
Good wage, plus bonus based 
on profits. Send resume to: c/o 
P.O. Box 1431/113, Big Spring, 
TX  79721-143t.

WAITRESSES NEEDED
Split Shift 

Must be 18 
Monday-Saturday 
Apply in person.
Red Mesa Grill 

2401 Gregg

Assistant Manager trainee. 
Must have good driving record, 
21 yrs old, motivated, paid va
cations, retirement, health in
surance, salary. Apply in per
son, Credit World, 1611 
Gregg. No Phone Calls Please.

ATTENTION STUDENTS 
PT HOLIDAY WORK

Can be perm.. Great Pay, Flex. 
Sched. sales/service, no exp. 
nec. All ages 18-t- condition ap
ply (432)699-6782. 
w . w.workforstudents.com 
<http://workforstudents.com>

DRIVERS BE HOME DAILY.
Coastal Transport is a leader in 
transport of LPG Asphalt & Pe
troleum Products. Coastal 
serves high profile accounts & 
needs dedicated professionals 
to join our growing team in Big 
Spring. Qualify 25 with class A 
& One year driving experience. 
Call Jay at 888-527-7221.

MITCHELL COUNTY Hospital 
District is taking applications 
for:
LVN - 7AM to 7PM at Mitchell 
County Hospital
RN - Weekend Coverage at ER 
at Mitchell County Hospital 
RN - 7PM to 7AM at Mitchell 
County Hospital
LVN - 3 PM to 11 PM - Wallace 
Medical Prison Unit 

These are full-time positions 
with benefits. Pick up an appli
cation at Mitchell County Hos
pital at 997 West 1-20. See 
Sandra Sullivan, Human Re
sources or call 325-728-3431, 
extension 7105.

Lost and Found

$2,500.00-»- WEEKLY Income!! 
Now Hiring Enveiope Stuffers. 
11 Year Nationwide Co. Needs 
You! Easy Work From Home. 
Free Postage, Supplies 
Provided.^ Written Guaranteel 
Free Information, Cat! Now! 
1-800-242-0363 Ext. 2500.

** ANNOUNCEMENT**
NOW HIRING For 2005 

Postal Jobs $17.50-$59.00/hr. 
Paid Training. Full Benefits. 

No Exp. Nec. Green Card OK. 
Call 1-866-895-3696 Ext. 6116

FOUND WASSON Road area. 
(1) female Dachshund brown, 
w/black. (1) male Pekingese, 
black w/brown. Call 
(432)263-5928.

$2000 WEEKLY! Mailing 400 
brochures! G U A R A N TEED ! 
FREE postage, supplies! Start 
Immediately! Free call anytime. 
Day or Night. 1-800-577-7735 
Call now for free information.

**ANNOUNCEMENT** NOW
HIRING for 2005' P O S TA L 
JO B S  $16.40-$59.00/HR.
Paid Training, Full Federal 
Benefits. No experipnce nec
essary. Green Card OK. Call 
1-800-606-5059 Ext #4000.

LOST DACHSHUND, 1 yr old
wearing red collar with rhine 
stones. Last seen at College 
Park Shopping Center. Call 
(432)267-2957.

National Ads

FARM HAND Wanted. Experi
enced Only. Call
(432)684-5418.

NEED EXPERIENCE drillers & 
roughnecks for Big Spring oil 
company. Must be able to pass 
drug test. Call (432)238-3832.

$$ EARN $3200 W EEKLY! $$ 
Processing Simple E-mails On
line! Make $25.00 Per Emai!! 
No Limit! Answer Sunreys On
line! Make $15.00+ Per Survey! 
Guaranteed Paychecks! Amaz
ing Employment Opportunities! 
http://www.processemails.com/

$25,000 FREE CASH 
GR AN TS! 2005! FOR PER
SONAL BILLS, SCH O O L, 
BUSINESS, E TC . N EVER RE
PAY! LIVE O P ER A TO R S ! 
APPROX. $49 B!LLION L E F T  
UNCLA!M ED 2004.
1-800-410-2613 EX T. 35, 7 
DAYS. -

ACCREDITED UNIVERSITY
D E G R E E S  based on life and 
work experience. Fast, Verifi
able, Confidential. Student 
Loans. 800-951-1203
www.arrc.org

$500! POLICE IMPOUNDS! 
Hondas/ Chevys/ Fords/ Jeeps. 
Cars, trucks, SUV's from $500! 
Listings: 800-749-8116 xA148.

BIG BUCKS$ driving Big 
Trucks! No Experience Neces
sary! $700-$900/Week with 
benefits. 16 Day training pro
gram. Job Placement avail
able. No Money - No Problem! 
1-877-554-3808.

TAKING APPLICATIONS: All
Positions - Shop Tire Tech, Ex
perienced Road Service Me
chanic, Counter person. Com
puter & Knowledge of Tires a 
must. Apply in person only, 
Don’s Tire & Truck Service, S. 
Service Rd. Exit 178. No phone 
calls.

HIRING
Parts Person 

Field Mechanic 
Asphalt Mechanic 

Salary D.O.E.
E.O.E.

Call Vernon Bruton 
(432)332-5070 

Jones Bros. Dirt and Paving 
1401 S. Grandview 

Odessa, Texas 79761

NEED EXPERIENCED Lube 
Tech/Porter. Apply in person 
only at Sen/ice Department 
Pollard Chevrolet, Buick & Ca
dillac, 1501 East 4th.

$$ FREE M ON EY $$ for 2005! 
Private-Government Grants for 
Personal bills. School, Busi
ness, etc. Never Repay. Live 
Operators. Approx. $49 billion 
dollars unclaimed 2004. 
1-800-410-2613 ext. 31.

$990 -$2,320 W EEK LY PO S
SIBLE! Mailing our letters from 
home. FR EE INFO. 100% Sat
isfaction Guaranteed. Call 
Now! 1-800-679-6844 24 hrs.

NOW HIRING spray applicator 
driver. Class A -CD L license 
and farm experience helpful. 
Excellent benefits. Excellent 
pay. Apply in person to Helena 
Chemical Company, 100 S. St. 
Peter, Stanton, Tx.

$$$ UP TO  $529 W EEKLY! 
Mailing letters from home. 
Easy! Any Hours!
Futl/part-time. No experience 
necessary. U.S. Digest 
1-888-389-1790 24 hours.

•*$$ FREE CASH G R A N TS ! 
$$** As Seen on T.V.! Never 
Repay! Gov't Grants for Per
sonal Bills, School, Business, 
etc. $47 billion left unclaimed.

Live Operators!
1-800-574-1804 ext. 712.

CASH GRANTS - 2005!
Private, Government grants for 
Personal bills. School, Busi
ness, etc. Approx. $49 billion 
dollars left unclaimed 2004. 
Never Repay. Live operators. 
1-800-410-2613 ext. 32, 7
days.

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!
Earn $12 - $48 per hour / No 
Experience Full Benefits / Paid 
Training 1-877-282-4091 ext. 
20.

DIRECTV FREE 3 R O O M S 
S Y S TE M  installed & delivered 
free. Say goodbye to cable 
forever + 3 months FR EE 
HBO/CINEMAX. Call
1-800-694-8644. 
www.dtv2day.com

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

CAR P ET YOUR AD CONCRETE CONCRETE FENCES FENCES

Bring Sam ples  
To Your Hom e
INANE BRANDS

Kenny Thompson
270-0548
263-4548

PUT YOUR 
AD HERE

CALL 263-7331
H e ra ld  C lassifieds

B IQ
S P R IN G HERALD

STUCCO 
DRIVEWAYS 
SIDEWALKS 

BLOCK FENCES

Chico and Sons 
Concrete

(432) 267-4044 
(432) 268-6322

Frank Rubio
621 Sgt. Paredez 

Big Spring. TX 79720

A ll Types - D rivew ay  
Patio, Sidewalk etc. 
Handyman work. 
Additions,
Patio 
Cover, 
etc.

Call 267-7659 
or 263-5272

CHAMUNK 
METM.>CfDAR 
DOG KENNELS 
ONNAMENTAL 
WON

B & M Fence Co.
COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL 
GET OUR PRICES COMPARE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
ROBERT MARQUEZ 

2 M -1 C 1 3  • 
1 -S O O -S 2 B -1 3 M

lOM Lmmm Wwf. • Op

Quality Fence Co.
Jim m y M arquez-Owner

Finest In 
Fencing

Wood&
Chainlink p l p i s t

Free Estimates
432-267-3340

0

FENCES FENCE HO M E IM P R O V EM E N T ■  HOME IMPROVEMENT H O M E  IM P R O V E M E N T

MARQUEZ 
FENCE CO.

All types 
* offences

liiLdl & repairs.
Concrete work, carports. 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Estimates 

Benny Marquez owner 
267-5714

PREMIER FENCE
Sales, Service, Installation 

Chainlink, Wood, Vinyl, 
Sheet Metal, Ornamental 
Custom Gates,
Oil Field
Panels, 
Carports, 
Dog Runs.

(432) 6S6-7BOB
I4 < t Saadaii CNy M>»v. M M w 4 T i .

~S freetC *f

W e Do It All!
Residential & Commercial 

Ceramic Tiles. Cabinets. Drywall, 
Textures, Plumbing, Klectrical 

AC.Roofs. New Additions 
& Lawn Service 

PiMMMi 4 3 2 -2 6 3 -2 9 1 1 
C«Ni 4 3 2 -6 1 6 -3 8 3 2

Christmas Special

R S
HOME REPAIR
Custom Wood Decks, 
Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting. Plumbing.

Minor Electrical 
pass MSTIMATSS 
Garage door repair, 
Appliances installed

816-3030

Gibbs Remodeling
New home Construction • Room Additions 

Carports • Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior 
Wallpaper Hanging • Ceramic Tile 

Installation & Repair
All Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.

Call 263-8285

HOME IM PROVEM ENT 1  H O M E IM P R O V E M E N T H O M E  W O R K S LAWN SERVICE RENTALS YO UR  A D

AFFORDABLE HOME 
MAINTENANCE

•Renovation 
•Repairs 

•Maintenance
Owriitv Werii 

Y o m  C m  T r u s t

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
NO JOB IS TOO SM ALL! 
Rms Crain Intmar) 432-270-2S6S

DOORS/
GARAGE

DOORS/OPENERS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work 
Repaired/Replaced 

Kitchen & Bath

BOB'S CUSTOM 
WOODWORK

409 E. 3RD 267-6811

ROOFING ROOFING

PA LA C IO S  
R O O FING  & HOM E  

IM PR O VEM ENT  
Roofs, Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Painting Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-263-5430
Cell#

432-213-0363

JO H N N Y  FLORES  
ROOFING

Shingles, Hot Tar & Gravel. 
All type of repairs! 
Work Guaranteed. 

Specializing in Hot Tar Roofs 
and

Doctor of Repairs!

Big Spring A Surrounding Areas.
267-1110 I

n fH o iro W o iltti"

FALL CLEANUP 
TREE TRIMMING

TILLING* HAULING
n M  BBfVlOB WBNBB5 Iv O U m C lO f
N ew  • Rem odel * Additions • Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
RetidOTtial • Coimmrciai CALL

Please Call For A  Free Estimate 432-267-5460
JiM6vNop|Mr*«32-517-055S LEAVE M ESSAGE

a ----M ffV W M IV  IH B W y  wwwm 816’61S0

GARAGE SALE ]^  IN TERN ET AD S ^

SELL YOUR For Information
HOUSEHOLD On Internet Ads

ITEMS Call,

CALL 263-7331
' Retail Advertising

2 6 3 -7 3 3 1Herald Classifieds

.™S3 H E R A L D « s S m E R A L D

VENTURA
COMPANY
432-267-2655
Houses • Duplexes 
1,2,3 Bedrooms 
For rent/sale 
7 0 9 1 .  12TN 
6 0 2  6. 12TH 
6 0 6  A 6tato  
2 0 4  ii-m

PUT YOUR 
AD  HERE

C A LL 263-7331
Herald Classifieds

SPRWO HERALD
PEST CO N TR O L WEB PRINTING

SOUTHWESTERN For In form ation
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL

On W eb Prin ting

Since 1954 Call

432-263-6514
2008 Birdwell Lane 

Max F. Mcxxre

Tony Hernandez
263-7331

www.swalpc.com  
mm@swa lpc.com .pnKSHERALD

B ig S pring He
Monday, Dec(

National
DRIVER TRAINEE
Career! Excellent Pi 
C.R. England N 
Driver Trainees! Co 
School. Limited P 
Now! Toll
1-866-619-6081.

FIRE YOUR Landio 
$$$0 DOW N HI 
Rent! Tax Repos 
cies! No Credit OK 
down! For 
1-800-501-1777 Ex

FREE CASH GRA^ 
Approx. $49 bilik 
claimed 2004. Priv 
ment Grants for Pi 
School, Business, 
Repay! Live 
1-800-410-2592 exi

GOOD WEEKLY
Guaranteed earnin 
company needs F 
pie in this area to 
sales brochures fro 
Supplies provided! 
1-800-357-1170.

GOVERNMENT Jl
LIFE / P O S TA L 
$58.00 per hour. Ft 
Paid Training. Call 
tion and Exam Inf 
Experience Nece 
Free 1-888-269-60!
LOWER YOUR
CostsIGIobal Medic 
1-866-634-0720 Ai 
sician owned. Cottc 
Prices Lower th 
www.globalmedicir

MEDICARE DIAB
Meter!!! No Cost C 
plies! Join Diabete 
F R E E  Memeben 
H O M E DELIVERV 
1737. Qualify NOVI

MYSTERY
N EED ED ! Earn 
Shop! Call Now To  
.1-800-467-4422 E)

NEED A JO B ! C 
P ER IEN C E? N O !  
$600-$900/WK.. h 
IN Y O U R
1-877-443-8289.

NEED AI
H E A L TH C A R E ?  5 
per Family. Np Li 
Pre-Existing cbndi 
Call P.S. Family 
1-800-550-2768 s

OWN A Comput 
Work! $500-$750( 
1-877-573-2785 2̂  
Free
www.9to5isover.cc

PARTN^ff^ WAK
Millions Weekly in 
checks from our 
line! 1-800-881-If

PRICESTORE S
DVD Players frorr 
Seized Property! 
Info: 800-749-812

PRiVATE-GOVEF 
CASH Grants! 
bills, School, Busii 
Never Repay! Live 
Approx. $49 bi! 
claimed 2004. 1- 
ext. 34, 7 days.

SECRET E
1-800-442-M EET 
Ladies Free!! 1-1 
V IS IT - singles.cc

SIMPLE WORK)
Honest Homewo 
- Assemble Refr 
nets. Serious 
O N LY! 1i
RC#1031.

START DATIN(
Have fun meetin 
gles in your are: 
1-800-ROM ANCE

STEEL BUILDINi
Beat AI! Competi 
for Spec or we'l 
check for 
1-800-973-3366. 
www.premierstee

STOP FORECLi
out Filing Bankn 
Selling Your Hoi 
teed! 1-800-771- 
www.house911.o

TRUCK
Wanted-Best Pa 
Time! Apply 
over 750 Compai 
plication, Hundrec 
http7/hammerlan(

VIAGRA $5.00,
W hy pay more? 
Refills and Fr 
1-866-402-5400 .

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.bbb.org
http://workforstudents.com
http://www.processemails.com/
http://www.arrc.org
http://www.dtv2day.com
http://www.swalpc.com
http://www.globalmedicir
http://www.9to5isover.cc
http://www.premierstee
http://www.house911.o
http://www.house911.o
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National Ads
DRIVER TRAINEES A Great 
Career! Excellent Pay/Benefits 
C .R . England Needs CD L 
Driver Trainees I Company Paid 
School. Limited Positions.Call 
Now! Toll Free
1-866-619-6081.

FIR E Y O U R  Landlordll!
$$$0 DOW N HOM ES! No 
Rent! Tax Repos & Bankrupt
cies! No Credit OKI $0 to low 
down! For Listings, 
1-800-501 1777 Ext. 8351.

FREE CASH G R A N TS ! 2005! 
Approx. $49 billion left un
claimed 2004. Private, Govern
ment Grants for Personal bills. 
School, Business, etc. Never 
Repay! Live Operators! 
1-800-410-2592 ext. 33.

GOOD WEEKLY INCOME! 
Guaranteed earnings! National 
company needs Reliable peo
ple in this area to prepare/mail 
sales brochures from home! 
Supplies provided! Call Today! 
1-800-357-1170.

GOVERNMENT JOBS! W ILD
LIFE / P O S TA L  $16.51 to 
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits. 
Paid Training. Call for Applica
tion and Exam Information. No 
Experience Necessary. Toll 
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100.

LOWER YOUR Prescription 
CostsIGIobal Medicines 
1-866-634-0720 American phy
sician owned. Cottonwood, AZ 
Prices Lower than Canada! 
www.globalmedicines.net

MEDICARE DIABETICS- Free 
Meter!!! No Cost Diabetes Sup
plies! Join Diabetes Care Club. 
F R E E  Memebership! FR EE 
H O M E DELIVERY! 1-800-287- 
1737. Qualify NOW !

MYSTERY SHOPPERS
N E E D E D ! Earn While You 
Shop! Cal! Now Toll Free 
.1-800-467-4422 Ext. 13134.

NEED A JO B ! C R S T  N O  EX 
P E R IE N C E ? N O  PROBLEM ! 
$600-$900/WK.. N O W  HIRING 
IN Y O U R  AREA.
1-877-443-8289.

NEED AFFORDABLE
H E A L TH C A R E ? $59.93/month 
per Family. No Limitations! All 
Pre-Existing conditions OK.
Call P.S. Family Healthcare! 
1-800-550-2768 sc. W-1009.

OWN A Computer Put it to 
Work! $500-$7500/mo PT/FT 
1-877-573-2785 24hr recording 
Free Booklet.
www.9to5isover.com

PAR-m^i^i^ WANTED! Share 
MillioiTs Weekly in profit sharing 
checks from our new products 
line! 1-800-881-1540x9005.

PRICESTORE SALE!!! TV's, 
DVD Players from $10! Police 
Seized Property! Computers! 
Info; 800-749-8128 XP686.

National Ads
YOUR ACCREDITED High 
School Diploma in 30-days or 
less.No classes. FR EE 
evaluation.
www.FinishHighSchool.com
1-866-290-6596.

Real Estate for Rent

' BEAUTIFUL "  
OARDEN

C o u r t y a r d
•Swimming Pool 
•Private Patios 

•Carports 
•Appliances 

•Most Utilities 
Paid

•Senior Citizens 
Discount 

•1 & 2 Bedroom 
Unfurnished 

PARKHILL TERRACE 
APARTMENTS

800 W. Marcy Drive- 
2635555 263 5000

!- W52II .!

1220 East 16th- 3/2 bath. 
1400 Sycamore- 3/1 bath. 
602 1/2 George- 1/1 bath. 

All have CH/A.
Call (432)267-2296.

1307 C O L B Y . 3 Bedroom, 1 
bath. Call (432)267-3841 or 
517-0642.

1408 PARK. Very clean 2 bed
room. 1 bath. CH/A, carpet and 
garage. References required. 
$350.00 month plus deposit. 
Call (432)263-0551.

1501 H ILLTO P  Road, back of 
house. One bedroom. $250. 
month, $200. deposit. Water in
cluded. Call afternoons & eve
nings, (432)263-6922.

1503 S C U R R Y . Large one 
bedroom, one bath. All bills 
paid. $350. month, $200. de
posit. Call (432)264-6611.

1505 TU S C O N . Four bedroom, 
two bath, CH/A. Call 
(432)270-3848.

1605 KENTUCKY Way. 3 Bed
room, 1 bath. Garage, CH/A, 
fenced backyard, washer & 
dryer connections $430/month, 
$350/deposit. Call
(432)263-8005 or 816-1330.

1606 11TH Place. 2 Bedroom, 
1 bath with big den. Good 
neighborhood. $350.00 month. 
Call (432)263-6922, afternoons 
& evenings.

PRIVATE-GOVERNMENT 
CASH Grants! for Personal 
bills. School, Business, etc. 
Never Repay! Live Operators! 
Approx. $49 bi!lidn left un
claimed 2004. 1-800-410-2592 
ext. 34, 7 days.

SECR ET ENCOUNTERS
1-800-442-M EET .69 p/m 
Ladies Free!! 1-800-201-TA L K  
V !S IT  - singles.com

SIMPLE WORK/TOP PAY -
Honest Homeworkers Needed 
- Assemble Refrigerator Mag
nets. Serious Homeworkers 
O N LY! 1 (570)549-3640
RC#1031.

START DATING TO N IG H T! 
Have fun meeting eligible sin
gles in your area. Toll Free. 
1-800-R O M A N CE ext. 9735.

STEEL BUILDING SALE! We'!! 
Beat All Competitor Bids Spec 
for Spec or we'll send you a 
check for $200.00! 
1-800-973-3366. 
www.premiersteel.org

STOP FORECLOSURE Wiih- 
out Filing Bankruptcy, Without 
Selling Your Home! Guaran
teed! 1-800-771-4453, x500 
www.house911 .com

TRUCK DRIVERS
Wanted-Best Pay and Home 
Time! Apply Online Today 
over 750 Companies! One Ap
plication, Hundreds of Offers! 
httpV/hammerlanejobs.com

VIAGRA $5.00, CIALIS $6.25 
Why pay more? Lowest Priced 
Refills and Free Shipping!! 
1-866-402-5400 .

Real Estate for Rent
CORONADO HILLS 

APARTMENTS
(432)267-6500 
801 W. Marcy 

Big Spring, Tx 79720 
During Months of 

December and January. 
Move in for 

$199.00 or $299.00.

Tom orrow  s H oroscope

FOR R E N T: 800 1/2 Nolan. 1 
Bedroom, 1 bath. Utilities in
cluded. -^ 0 0 .0 0  month, 
$300.00 deposit. Call 
(432)264-9907.

2604 ENT. 3 Bedroom 2 bath. 
New paint/ carpet. References. 
$400. month, $250. deposit. 
HUD accepted. Call
(432)267-7449.

NICE CLEAN open space, 
large 1 room apartment. Stove 
and refrigerator furnished. 
$250.00 month $100.00 de
posit. Call (432)263-4528,“ 
(432)296-0277 or 296-1523.

SUNSET RIDGE APTS.
2911 W. Hwy 80 

Big Spring 
New Management 

Family FrierwUy 
Central A/C 

Cable TV  
Large Rooms 

Move In Special 
(432)263-2292

Real Estate for Sale
$1,000 TO TAL Move in Cost.
On 1306 Marijo. New 3 bed
room, 2 bath, 2 car garage 
home. Reasonably good credit 
required, lowered interest rates 
to Qualified Buyer. Call now 
(432)520-9848 Cameo Invest
ments Inc.

1413 SYCAMORE, 2 Bed
room, 1 bath, CH/A. 
$14,500.00. Call
(325)695-6100 after 6:00 p.m.

1612 BLUEBIRD. Owner Fi
nancing. Buy for $277.00 
month or Rent $375.00 month. 
Call (432)264-9907.

20 ACRES on Hwy 176. Set 
up for Doublewide. 45K, 
$6,500.00 Down, assume 
$270.00 monthly @  7.4% for 
30 years. No Credit Check. 
Call (817)312-6322.

C-CITY LAKE Home, 4 Bed- 
room, 3 bath. Deeded land on 
large lot; fenced , newly remod
eled. Call (432)263-7373 or 
263-6824 after 5:00 pm.

J 9 0 3 _  GREGG Sj. for rent. 
"Great”  office or retail space. 
$375/month plus deposit. Call 
(432)213-2681.

2/2/3 near Elbow School. 
Country home, good water, 
quiet and shady, large 
grounds. Forsan ISD. $650 
montfi, $650.00 deposit. 1 yr 
lease. Call (512)755-1697.

3/2 WITH garage. Gourmet 
kitchen with built-ins. Forsan 
ISD, 2406 Cheyenne. $650. 
month, $400. deposit. Call 
(432)264-9907.

4207 P A R K W A Y. 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841 
or 517-0642.

4221 HAMILTON. 3 bedroom, 
1-1/2 bath. Call (432)267-3841 
or 517-0642.

612 G R E G G , 800 square feet. 
Strip/Center Location. $450.00 
month plus deposit required. 
Call (432)267-7449.

624 RIDGELEA. Clean 3 bed
room, 1-1/2 bath, CH/A. Stove 
& refrigerator furnished. 
Fenced yard, garage. $450. 
month, $200. deposit. Call 
(432)267-1543.

900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment. 
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups. 
Appliances furnished. $385.00 
month, $200.00 deposit. No 
HUt). Call (432)213-2681

BIG SPRING Building for Rent. 
Busy Location on Gregg Street, 
12,000 square feet, $5,000.00 
per month. Call (505)318-3378

CLEANEST 1 Bedroom in 
town. $300. Month, $150. de
posit. No pets. References re
quired. Carport. Call 
(432)213-2319.

Ridgeiv I

No Down Payment
OWNER FINANCING

Bad Credit O.K.
2-3-4-S & 6 Bedroom Brick Homes

Call Beveriy 263-3461

BY HOLIDAY MATHIS 
The full ___________

Holiday

Mathis

ELEGANT SPACE! Kentwood 
home, Rebecca. 2000 sq. ft. on 
large lot. 3/2 or 4/2. Deck,'ce
ramic tile. New A/C. Ample 
storage. $86,000. Viewing ap
pointments: (432)267-2462.

FOR SALE By Owner: Owner 
Firiancing^Provided. Low down 
paymmt, will work with income 
tax refund, low monthly. 2 Bed
room, 1 1/2 bath. Fenced yard. 
1505 South Johnson. Call Kelly 
(432)425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner 
financing provided. Low down 
payment, will work with income 
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed
room, 1216 Ridgeroad. Call 

■Kelly 432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner: Owner 
financing provided. Low down 
payment, low monthly, 3 bed
room, 500 1st St - Coahoma. 
Call Kelly 432-425-9994.

FOR SALE by Owner; Owner 
financing provided. Low down 
payment, will work with income 
tax refund, low monthly, 3 bed
room, 1321 Mulberry. Call Kelly 
432-425-9994.

R E N T to OW N. 4 Bedroom, 1 
bath. Washer and Dryer Con
nection with fenced yard. Call 
(432)264-6611.

moon in 
Cancer yes
terday likely 
brought up 
family and 
d o m e s t i c  
issues that 
will not be 
resolved for 
weeks. New 
information 
must be 
mulled over, 
s o r t e d
through and carefully 
processed. It’s important 
not to rush ahead with 
judgment or take action 
that cannot be easily 
undone. Reserve the right 
to change your mind 
later! -----

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . Relationships have 
seasons. Though it may 
be winter outside, it's deL 
initely spring in a special 
relationship. So make 
sure there's enough rain, 
in the form of honesty, 
and sunshine, in the form 
of fun, to grow this bond.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) . You're trying to make
a particularly challeng
ing situation work. 
Others have done it 
before you -  use the 
library or go online to 
find out how they did it. 
Knowing when to be 
silent will put you in an 
excellent position
tonight.

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . Your way of appor
tioning responsibility is 
not what the others had 
in mind. You'll be forced 
to re-examine your 
choice. Is it really fair or 
just convenient?
Probably, it's a little of 
both. Sometimes, you 
have to say, "My bad."

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . The infantile behav
ior of a full-grown person 
is appalling! It would be 
easy to write this person 
off as not worth the time, 
but the fact is, there's 
something "valuable at 
stake.* Find compassion, 
and communicate.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
It's the kind of day that 
requires stable blood 
sugar to get through -  in 
other words, make sure

you're eating often 
enough to keep your 
energy high! Others are 
depending on you to come 
through for the whole 
group.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22). Excellent use is made 
of your talent for distin
guishing the finer points 
of an argument or deal. 
For one thing, the 
specifics make or break a 
business situation. Also, 
a vocabulary choice could 
win a heart.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Yes, you're widely accom
plished, but be careful of 
the jack-of-all-trades 
(master-of-none) syn
drome! You're better off 
homing in on what you

the rest to those who'd 
love to have the work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). You're not acting 
your age -  depending on 
the task, you assign a 
much more mature ver
sion of yourself or send a 
childish part of you to do 
the job. Either way, 
there’s wisdom in your 
choice.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). You're in a shop
ping mood -  for a new 
job, perhaps, or a new 
love. "Trying on" the mer
chandise in your mind is 
half the fun. The sexiest 
thing about you now is 
your philosophy. Share it 
with potential partners.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). You’re not will
ing to spend major time 
on minor priorities -  
smart thinking. Now, all 
you have to do is teach 
certain loved ones to fol
low your lead on this, and 
everyone can work in the 
same direction.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20- 
Feb. 18). Sensational 
ideas float like dandelion 
seeds on the wind of your 
mind. There's no need to 
force things, as some will 
plant themselves natural
ly in the exact right 

■ plaoe. Loved^nes are in 
awe of your jlfocess!

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). As usual, the person 
who can help you the 
most is in close proximi
ty. The problem is, you 
don't want to ask - there's

A nnie’s Mailbox ®

NO DOW N Payment on 2 thru 
6 Bedroom Brick Homes. 
Owner Financing. Bad Credit 
OK. We can adjust your 
monthly payments to fit your 
Budget. Call Maria 
(432)263-3461.

ONE ACRE & small trailer in 
Forsan/ Elbow School District. 
Asking $7,000 cash or rent to 
own. Call after 5:00 
(432)816-6274.

SALE/LEASE: 7906 South 
Service Road (Sand Springs). 
4 Bedroom, 2 bath, CH/A on 13 
acres. $37,800.00 or $450.00 a 
month. Call (325)695-6100 af
ter 6:00 p.m.

OWNER WILL FINANCE! 3
bedroom home. Just rem^'d- 
eled! Great conditio-.! 1214

DOW N, LOW
M ONTHLY! Tad!ock Realtors 
(432)580-4883.

Dear Annie: I've been 
married to "Susan" for 
over 20 years, and we 
have two teenage chil
dren. Our marriage start
ed out like most -  a lot of 
good times, along with 
some difficulties, but 
nothing we couldn't work 
out. My job involves 
working shifts with a var
ied schedule, and 12 years 
ago, Susan got a full-time 
job with an ambulance 
service and also works 
odd shifts.

Nine years ago, at the 
age of 39, my wife needed 
a full hysterectomy. After 
this, our very good sex 
life slowly started to go 
downhill. At first, I tried 
to be understanding, but 
the situation didn't 
improve. My wife insist
ed there was no problem - 
- but it certainly was a 
problem for me. I asked 
her to seek counseling, 
but she had no interest. I 
saw a counselor on my 
own, but was told it 
wouldn't be much use 
without my wife's partici-

Real Estate for Sale

Kathy M itchell 
M arcy Sugar

SPACIGOS TWO-STGRY
home. 2150 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 
2 baths, office, 2 living areas, 
ash cabinets, fireplace. G a
zebo, 2 storage bldgs., 3/4 
acre, secluded. Lovely yard. 
$110,00. Call (432)263-4080.

'04 Freestar Vans
^ 0 0 0  AvaSabto

Rebates
Bob IB’Ot’k Ford
.j OUW. IU j_. 2r»7-7 12l

BAR CELO N A APARTM ENTS
Choosa Your Own Monthly Ront Options 

Such As MLL BILLS PAID
A e M r  MOVE in s pec ia l  a p p lic a tio n  & s e c u r it y  o ep . * 

538 Westovcr OPE/V SATURDAY 263-1252

too much "gunk" in the 
way of this relationship. 
Now is the perfect day to 
clear the path of commu
nication.

A S T R O L O G I C A L  
QUESTIONS: A Virgo 
writes: "My problem is 
that I've been stuttering a 
lot lately, and my doctor 
calls it social anxiety. It's 
starting to affect my 
social life. Can you please 
give me some advice on 
how to handle it without 
taking medicine?"

Stuttering affects 1 per
cent of adults worldwide 
and 4 percent of children. 
In astrology, stuttering 
falls under the domain of 
Mercury, the planet of 
communication, which 
happens-tcrhe vifgo'sittF

pation.
I thought we could work 

through our problems, 
but now Susan says if I 
need sex, I should go out 
and get it, but I should 
never expect to touch her 
again. She has asked for a 
separation.

I've suggested to Susan 
that her medications may 
need adjusting, but she 
insists she's just fine. So 
what I'm asking is, how 
can I convince her that 
we both need to talk to 
someone? - Left Out in 
the Cold

Dear* Left Out: While we 
recognize that some 
women lose interest in 
sex after menopause (or a

Vehicles

ing planet. I think you 
can lick this problem fast 
without drugs and with
out speech therapy, and I 
admire you for being so 
willing. Actually, it's a 
lucky problem to have 
because it’s a valuable 
opportunity for you to do 
some personal develop
ment and get to know 
yourself on a level that a 
lot of people will never 
reach because they never 
think they have a good 
enough reason. Start by 
examining your negative 
belief system (that you 
are being judged, that you 
must be perfect, that life 
is a performance and so 
on), and replace those 
negative beliefs with 
some positive ones (I am 
as good as anyone else, 
my feelings deserve to be 
heard and so on). There 
are many books and Web 
sites that will help you on 
this journey. I believe in 
you!

If you would like to 
write to Holiday Mathis, 
please go to www.cre- 
ators.com and click on 
"Write the Author" on the 
Holiday Mathis page, or 
you may send her a post
card in the mail. To find 
out more about Holiday 
Mathis and read her past 
columns, visi^• the 
Creators Syndicate Web 
page at
www.creators.com.

® 2004 CREATORS SYN
DICATE, INC.

hysterectomy), we do not 
understand why a loving 
wife would not make any 
effort to work on some
thing that so severely 
damages her marriage.

Ask your wife once 
more to go with you for 
counseling in the hope 
that you can work on this 
separation; Do not men
tion sex. If Susan refuses, 
please go back to your 
counselor and ask for 
help on the best way to 
cope with this latest 
development.

Dear Annie: Several 
weeks ago, a man I dearly 
loved died. We had 
known each other four 
short years. Although we 
planned to marry, and 
even bought the rings, we 
never made it legal. In 
our hearts we already 
were married. We 
thought we had plenty of 
time for a wedding.

I miss him with every
thing in my soul. I guess 
what I'm trying to say is, 
if you find the one you 
love, marry him when he 
asks, and don't keep put
ting it off. You never 
know when he will leave 
you. -  Sad and Lonely

Dear Sad and Lonely: 
Life is short, and we 
should not take anything , 
for granted. Thank you 
for reminding us to seize 
the moment and not let it 
pass by. Our condolences.

Annie's Mailbox is writ
ten by Kathy Mitchell 
and Marcy Sugar. Please 
e-mail your questions to 
'’ "• '^ ''''m n ilbox^com - 
cast.net, or write to: 
Annie's Mailbox, P.O. 
Box 118190, Chicago, IL 
60611.

© 2004 CREATORS 
SYNDICATE, INC.
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This Date 
In History
By the Associated Press

Today is Monday, Dec. 27, 
the 362nd day of 2004. There 
are four days left in the 
year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Dec. 27, 1979, Soviet 
forces seized control of 
Afghanistan. President 
,Hafizullah Amin, who was 
overthrown and executed, 
was replaced by Babrak 
Karmal.

On this date:
In 1822, scientist Louis 

Pasteur was born in Dole, 
France.

In 1831, naturalist Charles 
Dau*win set out r,n a voyage 
to the Pacific aboard the 
HMS “Beagle.” (Darwin’s 
discoveries during the trip 
helped to form the basis of 
his theories on evolution.)

in 1900, militant prohibi
tionist Carry A. Nation car
ried out her first public

smashing of a bar, at the 
Carey Hotel in Wichita, 
Kam.

in 1904, 100 years ago, 
James Barrie’s play “Peter 
Pan: The Boy Who Wouldn’t 
Grow Up” opened at the 
Duke of York’s Theater in 
London.

in 1927, the musical play 
“Show Boat,” with music by 
Jerome Kern and libretto 
by Oscar Hammerstein II, 
opened at the Ziegfeld 
Theater in New York.

In 1932, Radio City Music 
Hall opened in New York.

In 1945, 28 nations signed 
an agreement creating the 
World Bank.

In 1947, the children’s 
television program “Howdy 
Doody” made its debut on 
NBC.

In 1968, Apollo 8 and its 
three astronauts made a 
safe, nighttime splashdown 
in the Pacific.

In 1985, Palestinian guer
rillas opened fire inside the 
Rome and Vienna airports; 
a total of 20 people were 
killed, including five of the 
attackers, who were slain 
by police and security per
sonnel.

Today’s Birthdays:
Former U.S. Sen. James A. 
McClure, R-Idaho, is 80. 
Rockabilly musician Scotty 
Moore is 73. Actor John 
Amos is 63. ABC News cor
respondent Cokie Roberts is 
61. Singer Tracy Nelson is 
60. Actor Gerard Depardieu 
is 56. Jazz singer-musician 
T.S. Monk is 55. Singer- 
songwriter Karla Bonoff is 
53. Rock musician David 
Knopfler (Dire Straits) is 52. 
Broadcast journalist Arthur 
Kent is 51. Actress Maryam 
D’Abo is 44. Country musi
cian Jeff Bryant is 42. 
Actress Eva LaRue (“All My 
Children”) is 38. Musician 
Matt Slocum is 32. Actor 
Wilson Cruz is 31.
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Newsday Crossword CITY STRUCTURES by Gail Grabowski 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

www.stanxwords.com
ACROSS

1 Celebrity 
5 “Cut it out!”
9 Circle or 

square
14 Havana’s home
15 Domesticated
16 A tad too 

inquisitive
17 Considerably
18 Region
19 More than 

sufficient
20 Land along 

the Mississippi
22 Annoying 

individuals
23 Foot-operated 

lever
24 Initiate a duel
26 Apartment fee
29 Book of maps
32 NASA concern
36 “I dropped it!"
38 Choir voice
40 Curved 

entryway
41 South 

American 
mountains

42 Guided 
vacation

43 Lima’s locale
44 Rise in the sky
45 Kids with 

curfews
46 Birdcage 

feature
48 Community

g(m site 
ourmet cook 
52 Up in the air 

56 Hiding place 
59 Conservative 

group
63 Bring forth 
64 Civil unrest 
65 Overture 

follower

66 “Absolutely 
not!”

67 Use a phone
68 Fee!s regret
69 Deuce beaters
70 Author__

Stanley
Gardner

71 Manager’s 
aide: Abbr.

DOWN
1 Sign of a 

past injury
2 Dutch flower
3 Superior to
4 Evaluated, 

as a movie
5 Stallion’s home
6 Fictional 

plantation
7 Sign of the 

future
8 Mountain tops 

T

9 Get short with
10 Where the 

catcher squats
11 Vile vipers
12 Animal skin
13 Facial features
21 Hard to find
25 Scottish miss
27 Forbidden 

thing
28 NBC morning 

show
30 Lotion additive
31 Astound
32 Patsy
33 Get ready, 

for short
34 Land measure
35 Beer-bottle 

opener, 
slangily

37 Salon wave
39 Hospital sites: 

Abbr.

14
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41 Tennis great 
Arthur

45 Locker room 
powder

47 One-word 
toast

49 Royal 
residence

51 Strength
53 Scarlett 

of fiction
54 Adjust a 

camera
55 Carries 

around
56 Copper-coated 

coin
57 State with 

confidence
58 Small bay
60 Tail-tale teller
61 Raggedy Ann, 

e.g.
62 Shopping aid
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