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Flu vaccine
available now

Leonard’s Pharmacy
in downtown Big
Spring has a limited
number of flu vaccina-
tions to be given on a
first-come, first-served
basis.

. The shots will be
given from 10 a.m.
until noon and 2:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. week-
days through
Thursdays until they
run out.

Cost is $20 for non-
Medicare covered indi-
viduals.

Polar Express
drive-through set

Coahoma Elementary
will host a Polar
Express drive-through
with painted and ani-
mated scenes from 6:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday.

There will be nine
scenes telling the holi-
day story.

Entrance to the drive-
through is at the north
entrance to the school
in front of the office.
There is no admission
fee, but donations will
be accepted and money
raised will help buy
new playground equip
ment. Cocoa and cook-
ies will be for sale.

United Way
luncheon Friday

The final tally of the
2004 United Way of Big
Spring and Howard
County campaign will
be presented at noon
at the Big Spring
Country Club, during
a joint event with the
Greater Big Spring
Rotary Club. Big
Spring High School’s
musical group,
Rhapsody, will per-
form. The meal is $15.
Make a reservation by
calling the office at
267-5201.
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To reach us, please call
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please call 263-7335
before 7 p.m. weekdays
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Many angels remain on trees
but time to give is running out

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

While many joke and make light of the
annual mad dash known
Christmas shopping, it’s no laughing matter
to the Salvation Army and its annual Angel

Tree program.

According to Capt. Linda Keeney, there are
more than 100 of the program’s “angels”
floating around the community with only a
few days left before the effort’'s Saturday

deadline.

as last-minute

“We've had more than 150 of the angel

cards taken off of the trees, but only a few of
the gifts have been returned,” said Keeney.
“l think a lot of people are holding on to

veterans and the Intelligence Bill.

“A child who has everything
they need provided for them
has no concept of children
out there that do without. If
we, as parents, don’t show
our children to share and to (., |insa
give back, then they won't
learn those things.”

them and just haven't found the time to go
out and purchase the gifts, or haven't found
time to bring them to the Salvation Army

office or where they got the card.’

[n an effort to help those shoppers caught
between the hustle and bustle of work and
holiday events, Keeney said the Salvation
Army office, located at 811 W. Fitth Street
will be open Saturday from 9:30 a.m. until

p.m. to accept the zifts

HERALD photo/Thomas Jenkins
District 18 Congressman Randy Neugebauer, R-Lubbock, talks with Big Spring residents Bebe and Art
McCasland during “Coffee with the Congressman,” an informational event held at Howard College Tuesday
morning. Neugebauer answered questions from those in attendance, fielding subjects such as health care for

Morning coffee

Sen. Neugebauer: Some liberal

judges need a good ‘paddling’

J Veterans, Intelligence
Bill among topics discussed

at cotfee here Tuesday.

By THOMAS JENKINS

Neugebauer, R-Lubbock, held a
community coffee at

College.

With the news of Secretary of
Anthony

resignation

Veterans Affairs
Principi's recent

Staff Writer

The Intelligence Bill and vet
eran-related issues topped the

still fresh in the minds of local
residents, Neugebauer said he
expects little change
process that will determine the

‘We'll be setting up

Howard appointment with him

Secretary

in the gathered at

discussion Tuesday morning as fate of the Big Spring VA

Congressman

Bush awards medal of freedom
to three men key*to his lraq policy

By JENNIFER LOVEN

Randy

Associated Press Writer
WASHINGTON
President: Bush awarded

the Presidential Medal of
Freedom on Tuesday to
three figures who were

central to his Iraq policy,
former CIA
George Tenet, former Iraq
administrator L. Paul
Bremer and retired Gen.
Tommy Franks.
Democrats

ing the

Director

suggested
Bush should have looked
elsewhere, at least in the
case of Tenet, in award-
government’s

Medical Center

highest civilian honor

Bush lauded all three
for playing “pivotal roles
in great events” and toi
advancing the cause of
liberty in Afghanistan
and Iraq

Tenet, who left the CIA
in July after seven vears
as director, has been crit
icized for intelligence fail
ures leading up to the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and
the Iraq war.

Tenet spoke up before
the terrorist attacks about
his belief that the al
Qaida terror network was
planning something big.

See COFFEE, Page 3A

But specific information
was never forthcoming,
and the attacks Kkilled
nearly 3,000 people in
New York, Washington
and Pennsylvania

The CIA also hés drawn
considerable criticism for
its part in flawed esti
mates that Iraqg had stock
piled weapons of mass
destruction

Sen. Carl Levin, D
Mich, the top Democrat
on the Armed Services
Committee, said he
“would have reached a

See HONOR, Page 3A

“We understand a (ot uf[‘\= le have a har
time getting to the cffice during the weel
because they have to work,” said Keene
“This way everyone will have a chance
Saturday.’

Keeney said there are still a numbel
cards -available for adoption .on the Ange

See ANGELS, Page 3A

Landfill

gate fee

In place

J Joyce Crooker, Richard Steel

and Raul Marquez replace
Charles Myers, Duane Thomas
and Terry Hansen on Moore Dev-
elopment for Big Spring board

By THOMAS JENKINS

trash-talking may be over
for now

(Jim
Nicholson, the unconfirmed
nominee for the position) and
establishing that relationship
with him just like we did with
Principi.”
Neugebauer told the audicnce
the college
Fireplace Room. “But you have

Staff Writer

The Big Spring City Council

The council approved measures

Tuesday evening that brought the
year-long dispute between the city
and county over fiscal responsibility

te
[ ¢

and a proposed gate
for the landftill
enacting aall

and cementing
between the two entities

'he counci

mous approval .
emergency agenda item
which only require ont
round of approval. came
ifter Howard County com
missioners approved an amend

MCEWEN

version of the' contract Monda
striking references to the
tion to tuture-tandfidstrom th
ument
While the change t
was viewed as a L,,\\\j‘;‘ e st
block for negotiations betwoe
\ 1

two entities. Mavor Ru
called it a win-win situat
the council meeting

‘It's a situation whert
missioners) were not to
able with going out long tern
the county attorneyv wWas Concern
with some things.” said M
“We can go ahead and move d
the road and do the things we
do to close the landtill. Theretore, |
gives us the opportunit
of time to start

them to try

e LANDFILL

ABACA Press photo/Olivery Doullery
President George W. Bush speaks with former CIA Director
George Tenet after presenting him, former Iraq administra-
tor L. Paul Bremer and retired Gen. Tommy Franks with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom at the White House Tuesday.
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Obituaries

Alta Allene Hamner

Alta Allene Hamner, 84, passed away Sunday, Dec.
12, 2004, in Big Spring. She was born June 7, 1920, in
Winters to Herbert and Nora Clayton Hardegree.

She graduated from Winters High School in 1938.
She married her husband, Stanley Hamner June 25,
1938, in Colorado City, where they made their home.

She was a cook for 30 years for the Colorado school
district and retired in 1985. She was a member of the
22nd & Austin St. Church of Christ where she was
actively involved in teaching children’s classes for
many years.

Mrs. Hamner was the mother of two children, Nancy
Wood and her husband, Jimmie, of Big Spring and
Larry Hamner and his wife, Nancy, of Waxahachie.
She is also survived by six grandchildren, Shelley
Choate and husband, Mark of Big Spring, Stacey
Parum and husband Russell, of Big Spring, Natalie
Kopperud and husband, Ron of Upland, Calif., Cade
Hamner of Dallas, Michael Hamner of San Diego,
Calif., and Tyler Hamner of College Station; also by
eight great-grandchildren, Jason Choate of Lubbock,
Kristin Choate of San Marcos, Caleb Choate, Brett
Griffin, Erin Griffin, Aubrey Parum, all of Big Spring,
and Cole Kopperrud of Upland, Calif.; also by two
brothers, Kenneth Hardegree of Abilene and Jimmie
Hardegree of Colorado City; and many nieces and
nephews.

She is preceded in death by her husband, her par-
ents, one sister, Wanda Hitch, and two brothers,
Talton Hardegree and Craig Hardegree.

Services will be 3 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 16, 2004, in the
22nd and Austin St. Church of Christ with Rick
Cunningham and Cade Hamner officiating. Burial will
follow in the Colorado City Cemetery under the diree-
tion of Kiker-Seale Funeral Home.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
today at the funeral home

Paid obitaury

Vll'glllld ‘Ginny’ D. Altman
%8 Virginia “Ginny” D. Altman, 57, of
¥ Elkton, died Dec. 6, 2004, at the Hadlow
i Center for Caring in Jacksonyille, Fla.
Funeral service was Thursday, Dec. 9,
1 at Masters Funeral Home of Palatka,
‘| Fla., with the Rev. John Miles officiat-
ing. Interment followed Saturday at
| Elmwnnd Cemetery in Birmingham,
 Ala.
Mrs. Altman .was born in East
Brewton, Ala., and had been a resident of Elkton for
the past two years, coming from Palatka. She had been
employed by the Putnam County Health Department
as a switchboard operator for the past four years. She
had also worked as a switchboard operator for St.
Vincent's Medical Center in Jacksonville for 11 years.
She is survived by her sons, Bobby Sulkosky of
Jacksonville and James “Duce” McKnight of Loxley,
Ala.; her mother and stepfather, “Myrt -and' ' ©Otis

Thornton of Big Spring; her companion, 'Alan-*
~fdwards-ot-kikion-maternal grandmot®er Viola Daw'’

of Abilene; and five grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband, J.C.
“Chip” Altman, a son, Kenneth Sulkosky, and her par-
ents, Kenneth and Virginia Dillon.

Memorial gifts may be send to Community Hospice,
525 SR 16, Suite 112, St. Augustine, Fla. 32084.

Support groups

THURSDAY

J Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion
meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad. '

J Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noonto1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

4 The Fibromyalgia Autoimmune Disease Support
Group will meet the fourth Thursday of the month at
noon in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center begin-
ning in January. Call 263-8273 for more information.

J Alzheimers Support Group meets at 2 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month at The Texas State
Veterans Home, 1809 N. Hwy 87. For more informa-
tion call Orand Carroll 268-8387.

FRIDAY

J AA open discussion meeting from noon to 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Noon open Big Book study meeting, 8-9
p.m.

SATURDAY

4 Open discussion meeting, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting 615 Settles 8-9
p.m. Open birthday night, no smoking meeting the
last Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
J Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5-6 p.m.

o W G N
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Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Tuesday and 8 a.m.
today:

« ERICK HERNANDEZ, 25, of 1502 Bluebird, was
arrested Tuesday on a charge of driving while license
invalid.

« ELIKINS LASHAWN DAVIS, 27, of Coleman, was
arrested Tuesday on a Howard County warrant.

.+ ANDRES JUAREZ, 45, of 411 Trades, was arrested
Tuesday on a parole violation.

« BRANDI MAYO, 21, of 1801 State, was arrested
Tuesday and held for the HCSO.

« ESTHER MEJIA, 26, of New Jersey, was arrested
Tuesday and held for the HCSO.

« THEFT was reported:

- in the 1800 block of FM 700.

- in the 1700 block of FM 700.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 1200 block of Wright.

Sheriff’s report

The Howagpd County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing actiVity:

« ISREAL MIRAMONTES, 21, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on charges of
unauthorized use of a motor vehicle, evading arrest or
detention with a vehicle, felony escape while arrest-
ed/confined and burglary of a habitation.

« JESUS MARTINEZ, 24, was transferred to the
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of crim-
inal mischief.

« TONY RANDALL PARTEE, 45, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of

riving while license suspended/invalid.

ARY MONTEZ, 37, was arrested Tuesday by the
HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for driving
while intoxicated - third or more offense.

« AGUINALDO MARTINEZ JR., 35, was arrested
Tuesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke commu-
nity supervision.

« BRANDI LYNN MAYO, 21, was arrested Tuesday
by the HCSO on a motion to revoke probation for
aggravated robbery.

« MARTHA MONTOYA MARTINEZ, 41, was
arrested Tuesday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke
probation for driving while intoxicated - second
offense.

o JIM MASON CORLER, Zo, was arrested Tuesday by
the HCSO on charges of retaliation, obstruction - harm
or threat and theft.

Take note

O BUS BARN YELLOW DOGS BAKE SALE
FUND-RAISER TO BENEFIT RELAY FOR LIFE is
10 a.m. until 2 p.m. Saturday in the Big Spring Mall.
Order cookies by the dozen to be picked up that day by
calling 264-4108.

0 CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant car seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

O THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDENT ASSO-
CIATION OF HOWARD COLLEGE HOLIDAY TOY
DRIVE continues through today. Bring toys to the
Howard College library, which is open from 7:30 a.m.
until 9 p.m. today. Toys. may also be taken to the
adminjstration building, the STEPS lab, the student
services office or the registrar’s office. Gifts for chil-
dren of any age are appreciated, especially for chil-
dren 13-15.

Q A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to
help with the . cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

Q LETTERS FROM SANTA ARE AVAILABLE
FROM SCENIC MOUNTAIN MEDICAL CENTER as
a Relay For Life fund-raiser. Each letter will have a
North Pole postmark for a $5 donation. Contact Amber
Rich at 268-4960 for more information.

Q AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTIN
RANGEL, son of Ione and Tim Rangel, has been set
up at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

U THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL STEADHAM is in
need of help to pay for his funeral expenses. Friends
of the family say he had no insurance and died sud-
denly. An account has been established at the Cosden
Federal Credit Union for those wishing to help the
family. For more information, call 264-0838 or 264-2600.

O THE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed
animals for Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s emer-
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will
be at Seams-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

-« Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the ,

Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Spring City
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third St.

« Festival of Lights at Comanche Trail Park opens.
Admission is free and donations are accepted.

THURSDAY

+ Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

* Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet
Shoppe.

« Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479. 1

« Citizen's Police Academy Alumni Association
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the RSVP office at 501 Runnels.

* American Legion Post 506 meets at 6 p.m. Call
263-2084 for more information.

+ Rackley-Swords 379, Vietnam Veterans of
America meets at 7 p.m. in the Sparenburg Building,
309 S. Main St.

» Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101
Lancaster.

» The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

FRIDAY

« Signal Mountain Quilting Guild meets from 9
a.m. until about 3 p.m. at 1019 Nolan St. Members
bring their own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for
more information.

» AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

» Greater Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in
the Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell
Lane.

‘» Spring City Senior Citizen’s Center country and
western dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area
seniors are invited.

SATURDAY

« Big Spring Shrine Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at
Goliad and First streets for a meal with a meeting to
follow.

 Big Spring Symphony and Chorale presents “The
Messiah” at 8 p.m. in the Municipal Auditorium.

» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

» Big Spring Squares. Call 267-7043 or 263-6305 for
more information.

MONDAY
» The Big Spring-Howard County Retired Teacher’s
Association will not meet today. They will resume
regular meetings Jan 17.
*« DAV and Auxiliary Chapter 47 meets at 6:30 p.m.
at 610 Abrams St.

Immaculate Heart of Mary
Penance Service

(Popularly called Confession or Reconciliation)

Thursday, December 16, 2004
7 PM

Christmas Eve Masses - Friday - Dec. 24
6 pm - Family Mass with Christmas Pageant

10 pm - almost Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Mass at 10:30 am

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 11-17-22-27-37.

Number matching five of five: 0.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Wednesday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-9-2

Weather

Tonight * Partly cloudy. Lows near 30. Southwest
winds 10 to 15 mph in the evening, shifting to the
northwest after midnight.

Thursday - Increasing clouds. Highs near 50. North
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night - .Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
20s. North winds 10 to 15 mph.

Friday - Partly cloudy. Highs near 50. Northwest
winds near 10 mph.

Friday night — Partly cloudy. Lows near 30.
Saturday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.
Saturday night - Mostly clear. Lows near 30.
Sunday -~ Mostly sunny. Highs in the mid 50s.
Sunday night - .Partly cloudy. Lows near 30.
Monday - Partly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Monday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Tuesday - Partly cloudy. Highs near 60.
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ANGELS

Continued from Page 1A

Trees, which are located at
Wal-Mart, the Big Spring Mall,
Scenic Mountain Medical
Center and the BI" Spring
Herald.

“If anyone is interested in
participating, all they need to
do is go to one of the Angel
Trees and pick up an angel,”
said Keeney. “It’'s a card with
the child’s age and sex and a
short Christmas list of what

that child would like. They go
and buy whatever they would
like to give the child for
Christmas. Then they can
either return the angel and gifts
to the location where they
chose the angel card, or they
can drop them off at our office
located at 811 W. Fifth Street.
We’ll package the gifts and get
them to the children . and
seniors on Dec. 21, which is the
distribution date for this year.”

The tree at the Herald works
in the same manner, but is des-
ignated to assist senior adults,

who don’t have enough income
to provide a Christmas for
themselves.

Capt. Russ Keeney said the
program means a lot to him and
the rest of the Salvation Army
staff.

“This program is extremely
special to me,” said Russ
Keeney. “Of all the programs
that we do, this one is my heart
because of the people it helps,”
said an obviously emotional
Keeney. “When we take the
toys to a family and there’s
nothing in the house for

Christmas and the child gets a
bike, it'’s just chaotic with
excitement. That's what it's all
about, helping a child see some-
body out there cares.”

.Capt. Linda Keeney said the
gifts donated to area needy chil-
dren through the annual pro-
gram can make an amazing dif-
ference in their lives, and the
lives of those that give.

“It's everything,” she said
firmly. “A child who has every-
thing they need provided for
them has no concept of children
out there that do without. If we,

as parents, don’'t show our chil-
dren to share and to give back,
then they won’'t learn those
things. That’s why it's impor-
tant, as a parent, to show these
children there are others out
there that are much worse off,
who do without things that we
take for granted everyday. If we
show that to our children, I
think it makes them a kinder,
more giving person as they
grow.”

For more information on how
you can help, contact the
Salvation Army at 267-8239.

LANDFILL

Continued from Page 1A

a proper agreement.

“To try to do that right
now maybe wasn’t the
right thing to do, so it's
just a situation where
they need time and we
need time, and that works
out better. I don’t see it as
a bad situation at all.”

Councilwoman
Stephanie Horton
expressed concern over
the wording of the amend-
ment, which stated, “The
per vehicle charge for res-
idents of Big Spring and
Howard County will allow
daily dumping of residen-

tial garbage up to a maxi-
mum of 1,000 pounds per
day.”

“I said it when we first
began considering this fee
and I'm saying it now,”
Horton told fellow council
members. “I believe $5
per trip is too much for
the constituents in my
district to bear. I believe a
$5 day-long fee would be
much better.”

“l was under the
impression that what we
were looking at here
tonight was $5 for the
entire day,” Councilman
Woody Jumper told the
council.

“The way it was writ-
ten, you could interpret it
both ways,” McEwen said

HONOR

Continued from Page 1A

different conclusion” than . . : .
Bush on giving the medal to win the war in Afghanistan and
Tenet. “I don't think (he) capture al-Qaida terrorists —

nation well,”

and who was “one of the first to

served the pmsldent or the
Levin said.

Bush lauded Tenet
one whose leadership helped
rebuild the CIA’s capabilities,

after the meeting. “We
just made sure everyone
understands that for resi-
dential customers the
charge is $5 per day and
that’s it.”

McEwen said the coun-
cil also approved the
removal of the 1,000-
pound daily limit as well.

“The 1,000-pound-per-
day limit that was in the
ordinance was stricken,”
said McEwen. “We need
to look at it and re-evalu-
ate it. It may be a situa-
tion where you need to
limit it at some point if
someone comes in 15
times and says it's resi-
dential materials and you
get the feeling it’s com-
mercial — those sort of

things you're just going to
have to look at. I expect it
to be adhered to properly,
but as with all things you
have to re-evaluate it if it
doesn’t work.”

As the council put the
“lid” on the issue,
McEwen said concerns
for closing the existing
facility and eventually
opening a new landfill are
still very much on the
minds of the council.

“The current landfill sit-
uation is solved,” said
McEwen. “Now we're
going to have to look into
the future and look at
opening another landfill.
We already have a sub-
stantial amount of money
put back already, and this

will transition us in.
Honestly, if two years
from now the amount of
revenue isn’'t what we
need — every bit of the
increases is going toward
the closing and opening of
a new cell — we’ll have to
look at it again. It’s only
logical to look at it now
while we have the luxury
of time.”

Council members also
approved several nomina-
tions to various boards
and committees during
the meetings.

The three open seats on
the Moore Development
for Big Spring Board of
Directors, which included
the unexpired term vacat-
ed by Charles Myers,

drew more than a dozen
resumes.

Joyce Crooker was
appointed to the unex-
pired term, which will
end in September of 2006,
while Richard Steel and
Raul Marquez were
appointed to the full-term
seats.

Bob Taylor was appoint
ed to the City Board of
Adjustments and Appeals
leaving two positions on
the board still open
Henry Roach was named
to the Teen Court Board
of Directors.

Seats were also’left open
on the Animal Control
Committee, Traffic
Commission and Zoning
Board of Adjustments.

as some- networks.,”

June.

recognize and address the
threat to America from radical

Bremer, the top civilian U.S.
official in postwar Iraq, over-
saw the transfer of power to an
interim Iraqi government in

secure.”

“Jerry, Iraq is free today, and
you helped make it so,” Bush the
said, using Bremer’s nickname.
“And a free Iraq will help make
generations of Americans more

Speaking’

saw combat in Afghanistan and
initial invasion of Iraq.
Bush said, “One of the highest
distinctions of history is to be
called a liberator and Tommy
Franks will always carry that
to Franks, of title.”

Midland, the general who over- Bremer has taken some blame

COFFEE

Continued from Page 1A

to understand that
Secretary Principi was
put in charge at the plea-
sure of the president. So
the CARES program is
part of an initiative that
the White House
embraced, and - that’s
going through the system
and making sure our vet-
erans are getting the best
possible care and making
sure we have the best
delivery system in place.
The president ic commit-
ted to that, and I'm com-
mitted to that.

“Just like any organiza-
tion, we have to stop
every once in a while and
ask ourselves if we're
doing things the right
way and treating our cus-
tomers the best way we
can. The new secretary
will take on that responsi-
bility. One of the things I
feel like we have to do,
just like we did with
Secretary Principi, is go
through an educational
process with him about
how we deliver health
care to veterans in a very
large territory like we
have here.”

Questions regarding the
way in which veterans
are being cared for today
also found their way to
Neugebauer during the
gathering.

“They took what they

felt like were our most
needy veterans in the sys-
tem and began processing
those veterans first,” said
Neugebauer. “As times
goes on, I believe it’s the
game plan of this admin-
istration to phase in and
make sure we keep our
promises to all veterans.

“When President Bush
took over in 2000, the
Veterans Administration
was in disarray. They
were way behind in pro-
cessing claims, and
because we've gotten
behind, it is taking some
time to get caught up.
They will continue to
work on that and we’ll
just have to see how
much headway we can
make.”

While local issues such
as the VA Medical Center
were a major concern
during the coffee social,
Neugebauer didn’t lose
sight of other national
issues, including his deci-
sion to vote against the
Intelligence Bill.

“I voted against that
bill,” said Neugebauer.

“When you do a piece of

folks
D:C.)

legislation, some
there (Washington,

will settle for half of

enough. Half of enough
when we’re talking about
the security of America is
not good enough for
Randy Neugebauer. We

left some things out of

that bill that we shouldn't
have left out.

“We left out some provi-

sions on driver’s licenses
when we have states that
are issuing driver’s
licenses to people that are
not citizens and are not in
this country legally. And
we all know that when
you give someone a form
of identification, that
opens up a lot of doors for
them that shouldn’t be
opened. We found out that
the terrorists that execut-
ed the Sept. 11, 2001,
attack had 63 driver’s
licenses between them.”

Neugebauer said “loop-
holes” in other parts of
the law must also be
addressed by the bill
before Americans will be
safe.

Christmas Choir Presentation
December 19th, 11:00 am

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th, 7:00 pm

East Fourth Street Baptist Church
401 E. 4th St.

Come celebrate Christmas with
East Fourth Street Baptist Church as the choir

celebrates the Savior’s birth through song and as we

remember the Christmas story through a candlelight service.

“We have a system
today that when a known
terrorist comes into this
country using some provi-
sions of asylum,” said
Neugebauer, “there are
some loopholes in our
current system that just
aren’'t good. We have to
know more about the peo-
ple that are coming into
this country both legally
and illegally. We need to
cut down on the number
of illegal people coming
into this country.”

The congressman also
answered questions
regarding the Dbattle

between state legislatures
and liberal federal judges
to “make laws,”

a situa-

tion Neugebauer said can
be cured by a few “pad-
dlings.”

“I really believe the sig-
nal that needs to be sent,
and I've discussed this a
little with some of my col-
leagues, is we need to
impeach a federal judge
or two,” said Neugebauer.
“When I was going
through school you still
got paddlings. And when
you got paddled, they took
you out in the hallway
and they left the door
open. That paddling was
for two different groups
— the group that was out
in the hall and the group
that was still in the room.
It was to send the signal
that you can get paddled.

ERNESTO FERNANDEZ, M.D.

is pleased to announce
the opening of his new office
for the practice of

PSYCHIATRY
t

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez,
Texas State Veterans Home

1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Texas

For appointment please call

432-268-8387 ext. 107

“I think we need to send
a signal to some of these
very liberal federal judges

who have gone way out of

bounds trying to overturn
what state legislators that
are elected by the people
in those states have
allowed to pass. To me.
those are impeachable
events and I'm going to
encourage some of the
members of the judiciary
to pursue that.”

MYERS & SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
24th & Johnson 267-8288

Affordable
plans.

preneed

Full Moon Roofing would like to thank all our
customers, employees and families for
making 2004 our best year.

Fappy Holidays From Oun Family To Youra
Ranked #11 Texas Contractors * Ranked #95 Contractor In America
FREE ESTIMATES + (432) 267-5478 ¢ Big Spring, Texas

Henry Backes

10827

Ticket Locations:

Big Spring Herald
Blum's Jewelers
Ch. of Commerce

BIG SPRING
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

BS Symphony Orchestra & Chorus
Midland-Odcssa Symphony Chorale
DR. KEITH GRAUMANN, CONDUCTING

George F. Handel's

- JMessiah

December 18, 2004 8 P.M.
Big Spring Municipal Auditorium

Single tickets: Ad $10 Sen. $8 Stud. $5
Book of four: Ad $35 Sen. $30 Stud. $15

Faye's Flowers - - M-l:::‘

Flr{: Bank of West Texas 432-264-7233 BT

Heritage Museum

Symphony Office www .bigspringsymphony.com
At the door bssa@bigspringsymphony.com
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for a redress of grievances.”

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government

-FIRST AMENDMENT

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Our VIEWS

At least state’s
coffers are full

at this moment |

t the top of the Texas Legislature's agen-
da next month will be public school
funding, a dilemma that has been
plaguing lawmakers for way too long.

However, at least as far as the budget, there
shouldn't be too many fussbudgets.

Considering how a plan to pay for public
schools has been the proverbial monkey on the
backs of lawmakers, they deserve some good
news, and got just that last week.

According to the comptroller's office, the
Legislature won't have nearly the trouble creat-
ing a budget as it did two years ago, when law-
makers were forced to slash- nearly $10 billion

just to make ends meet.

While the budget is predicted to swell to a
record $130 billion, estimates are the state is in
sound enough financial condition to handle it.

That's the best news we've heard in a long time.

Now about how to pay for public schools . . .

The Globe-News
Amarillo

YOUR

VIEWS

To THE EDITOR:

There's been a lot of
talk in the press lately
about how one activist
organization, the Parents
Television Council, is try-
ing to dictate television
standards for the rest of
the country by encourag-
ing its members to file
complaints with the FCC.
It seems that the press
believes that the hun-
dreds of thousands of
complaints filed by out-
raged citizens over the
rampant raunch on televi-
sion somehow don’t count
simply because the com-
plainant belongs to an
organized group.

If the networks put an
FCC complaint form on
their websites or if they

flashed the FCC’s phone
number across the screen
between shows there
would be a flood of com-
plaints. Parentstv.org is
currently the only web-
site that provides this
useful tool.

But the number of com-
plaints filed, and where
they’re coming from
shouldn’t matter.
Whether we're talking
about one complaint or
one million, it all boils
down to one issue: Are
networks breaking the
law by showing indecent
content and will the FCC
do its job to enforce the
indecency laws?

Jim BROWN
LUBBOCK

ADDRESSES

e GEORGE W. BUSH
President:

The White House
Washington, D.C.

* JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington,
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

DC 20510-

* RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th
Cong. District)

1510 Scurry

Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-0722

* RICK PERRY

Governor

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

* KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

* PETE LANEY

State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (512) 463-0604

*KEL SELIGER

State Senator

401 Austin, suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
(432) 268-9909

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

OFFICE — 264-2200.

BeEN  LockHART, CoOuNnTY
JubGe — Home: 263-4155;
Office: 264-2202.

EmmA BrowN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724, Work (Jerry's
Barbers); 267-5471.

BiLL Crooker — Home:
263-2566.

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-
0269; Work (Ponderosa

Nursery): 263-4441.

The little rod shop on Lake Fork

tewart Mahaney makes

fishing rods in a small

building not much larger -

than an outhouse. It is
located near Emory, on the main
road to Lake Fork, one of the best
fishing spots in the state. The
shop is littered with
cork dust and materi-
als Stewart uses in
making his rods. It
is sometimes filled
with fishermen.

“I get these friends
who drop by occa-
sionally.” Says
Stewart. "We fill up
the five or six chairs
in here and talk Saith
about fishing.”

Stewart is a dealer
for some of the top
lines of rods priced from $119 to
$500. Some have computer chips
in the spool to keep the reel from
backlashing. _

“A nice rod and reel of that cal-
iber will set you back about $800,”

says Stewart. “The clientele here
just don’t mind paying it because
they know it’s quality.”

He has about a thousand satis-
fied customers. Stewart had a
military career, then established a
conff)any that sold equipment to
the government, then settled down
in Emory. He moved around a lot
in the military and always carried
his rod and reel with him wherev-
er he went.

“I've always loved to fish and
everywhere I'd go I'd need a differ-
ent type of rod for fishing. I did-
n’t like what I was seeing in the
stores, so about thirty-five years
ago I learned how to make fishing
rods.

When he finally retired, his wife
told him he had to do something.

“I started making rods again and
fixing reels, selling reels. I've
been making rods here for nearly
a year now. I send them to Japan,
all over the United States. I have
a real nice clientele here on Lake
Fork that like my rods. Some
have eight or twelve of them.”
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He’ll spend up to eighteen hours

~making a rod. When [ visited

with him, he was making a green
and white one for a player for the
Philadelphia Eagles.

“They’re wrapped up real pretty
with different threads, colors,
metallics. The key to a good rod
is being able to balance that rod
with a reel on it by adding weight
to the handle in the back so it's
just effortless. You can fish all
day that way, just sit and hold
that rod and your wrist doesn’t get
tired. It's just like a féncing foil
in your hands and you can fish
with it for hours and not get
tired.”

Stewart says a good fisherman
needs a good-looking rod.

“It makes them look like they
know what they’re doing. I
always tell them if they want to be
important, they’ve got to look
important on the lake. And they
want the colors to match their
boat. Men are just as vain as
women in many ways, so I enjoy
making those rods for them.”

Maximum skepticism a must

elatively recent writings
on Social Security, both
. to reform and not reform,

convince me of two
things. One is that we should be
looking for maximum skepticism
in our sources on this subject.
And the second is
that anybody who
starts with dismis-
sive, condescending
and absolutist views
isn’t worth reading or
listening to on this
subject. So that
leaves out politicians.

There's a lot of fake
objectivity out there,
too. I personally
think the Bush pro-
posal for privatizing
Social Security is loony, radical
and unnecessary, but that’s not an
argument, it’s a conclusion. It’'s
the people who aren’t willing to
make the case that you have to
watch out for.

Also, beware hidden assump-
tions — as in, “Everybody knows
Social Security is (a) in trouble,
(b) bankrupt or (c) will expire
next week.” In fact, “everybody
knows” very little on this subject
because the arguments about the
system’s future are built on com-
plex, long-term economic models
that can easily be thrown off by a
single year. And if there’s one
thing the economy does with some
regularity, it is confound expert
predictions. Demographic changes,
population growth and many other
variables also influence how the
models are drawn.

A second problem is that
reporters of all kinds and stripes
are notoriously weak on math.
The Nation’s Calvin Trillin says
his trouble stems from his failure
to convince his math teachers that
many of his answers were meant
in an ironic sense. I sometimes
have to call John Pope of the New
Orleans Times-Picayune just to
make sure that going from 40 per-
cent to 60 percent is still an
improvement of 20 percentage
points, and also a 50 percent

MotLLry
IVINS

improvement.

This debate is landmined with
Phony Fun Facts. One notorious
scare tactic is to note that when
Social Security began, there were
42 workers for each retiree. Now,
there are three workers per
retiree. And in 25 years, there will
be only two. Ergo, we're doomed.
Actually, at the “frightening” cur-
rent rate of three workers per
retiree, the system is producing a
surplus and being skimmed to
finance the rest of the federal bud-
get. Alas, Al Gore’s famous “lock-
box” got lost along with a lot of
hanging chads in Florida.

Q: Can we at least agree that we
have a problem? A: No.

The argument in favor of “no”
has two parts. One-involves the
incredible shrinking doom date.
As Kevin Drum of Washington
Monthly points out, the Social
Security trustees, always operat-
ing on a properly gloomy forecast,
have been predicting disaster for
the system for years, but the pro-
jected point at which it will go
bust keeps moving.

In 1994, the system was supposed
to go bust in 2029, a mere 35 years
from the date of prediction. Now,
it’s supposed to go bust in 2042, 38
years down the road.

According to the Congressional

Budget Office, using a more realis-

tic model, the trust fund will run
out in 2052, and even then it will
cover 81 percent of the promised
benefits. To fully fund this short-
fall would require additional rev-
enue of 0.54 percent of GDP, less
than we are currently spending in
Iraq. Or, as Paul Krugman noted
in The New York Times, about
one quarter of the revenue lost
each year by President Bush's tax
cuts, “roughly equal to the frac-
tion of those cuts that goes to peo-
ple with incomes of $500,000 a
year.”

The second argument involves
the motives of those who are argu-
ing for privatization. If there is a
problem with Social Security, the
obvious solution would be to raise
taxes, cut benefits or some combi-
nation of both. Of course, I'm in

favor of eutting benefits to the
wealthy — Ross Perot doesn’t need
the payout, and he’s such a patri-
ot, he's probably giving it back
already.

Or, we could have a peppy dis-
cussion of how to raise what kind
of taxes, if necessary — especially
since the tax as it is structured is
a terrible burden on the poor and
middle class. It actually cuts OFF
at $87,900 a year.

But that’s not the Bush scheme
here. The Bushies don’t want to
mend it, they want to end it —
and they are quite upfront about
it.

This is not some leftist conspira-
cy theory: Grover Norquist of The
Club for Growth has been open
about it for years. What we have
here is a happy convergence of
ideology (the Market Can Solve
All Problems) and greed. The
greed is from the financial indus-
try, which stands to pick up an
incalculable sum in profits — and,
of course, the financial industry
contributes generously to Guess
Who. Just the Bush plan of partial
privatization would cost about $1.5
trillion in transition costs over 10
years, and Bush wants to borrow
that money.

Next week, the White House will
launch a giant public relations
campaign, just as it did with the
campaign to sell us on the Iraq
war, with a lot of phony informa-
tion to convince us all this lunacy

is good for us. Social Security is of

particular concern to women,
since we live longer and have
fewer earnings to rely on in retire-
ment.

It's kind of hard not to be
stunned by the irresponsibility of
this scheme. To just blithely bor-
row the money to destroy a suc-
cessful social program is, well,
loony, bizarre and irresponsible.

To find out more about Molly
Tvins-and-read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
© 2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
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Governor Perry announces 7,500 jobs for Texas

By JAMIE STENGLE
Associated Press Writer

RICHARDSON — A
California mortgage bank-
ing company will bring
7,500 jobs to Texas over
the next six years, Gov.
Rick Perry announced
Tuesday.

“We are in all 50 states

prompt the company to
bring more jobs to the

..and Texas is by far and
away the best state to do

business in,” said Angelo state.
Mozilo, Countrywide Fin- The expansion will
ancial Corp. chairman  more than double
and chief executive offi- Countrywide’s presence
cer. in Texas. It will begin in
Mozilo said the $20 mil- January as 2,500 employ-
lion from the Texas ees are added to the com-
Enterprise Fund helped pany’s Richardson office

over the next two years.
An additional 5,000 jobs
will come to Texas over
the next six years.
Mozilo said that those
jobs probably will go to
Richardson and Fort
Worth, and he will also be
looking at other sites.
“It’s been a good, pros-

perous relationship that
we expect will do nothing
but make Texas grow,”
Perry said.

The governor's office
calls the announcement
the largest job creation
announcement in the
United States in several
years.

The state has allocated
more than $200 million
from the Texas Enterprise
Fund to bring more than
22,000 new jobs to the
state and has generated
more than $6 billion in
capital investments,
according to the gover
nor’s office.

Coahoma ISD trustees to focus on start date, facilities assessment

HERALD Staff Report

The board of trustees for
Coahoma Independent
School District will meet
at 6:30 p.m. Thursday in

the Administration
Building at 600 Main St.,
Coahoma.

Among the items on the
agenda are diseussion of
next year’s school start

date, an update on the
facilities assessment by
Parkhill, Smith & Cooper,
and personnel issues that
include employment con-
tracts and resignations.

Festival of Lights opens tonight,
can use more volunteer greeters

Herald Staff Report

The Comanche Trail
Park Festival of Lights
opens at 6 this evening
and will continue nightly
~through Dec. 31.

Volunteer greeters, who
welcome visitors to the
display, provide informa-
tion and accept donations,
are always needed for the
event. Greeters work in
two-hour shifts for the
Festival of Lights, which
is open from 6 p.m. to 10
p.m. each day.

Anyone interested in
- yolunteering is encour-
aged to call Katie Cathey
at 263-4615 or Pat
Simmons at 263-4607 or
270-3889.

What follows is a list of

times for greeters, as well
as volunteers who have
already signed up.

Festival of Lights

Greeters

Wednesday, Dec. 15

6-8 p.m., Judy Plumlee
(Lions Club); 810 p.m.,
Russ and Laura McEwen,
Katie and Jerry Grimes.

Thursday, Dec. 16

6-8 p.m., Judy Plumlee
(Lions Club); 8-10 p.m., Lisa
Barber (Big Spring Banking
Center)

Friday, Dec. 17

6-8 p.m., Judy Plumlee
(Lions Club); 8-10 p.m., Lisa
Barber (Big Spring Banking
Center)

Saturday, Dec. 18

6-8 p.m., Judy Plumlee
(Lions Club); 810 p.m., Lisa
Barber (Big Spring Banking
Center)

Sunday, Dec. 19

6-8 p.m., Judy Plumlee
(Lions Club); 810 p.m., Jane
and D.W. O\ierman, Jeannie
Husky

Monday, Dec. 20

6-8 p.m., Debbye Val Verde
(Big Spring Area Chamber of
Commerce); 810 p.m., Mr.
andMrs. Kohl, Audrey Able.

Tuesday, Dec. 21

6-8 p.m., Judy Thompson
(State National Bank); 8-10
p.m., Judy Thompson (State
National Bank), Bob and
Holly Moore.

Wednesday, Dec. 22

6-8 p.m., Rene Burleson
(Crisis Center); 8-10 p.m.,
Rene Burleson (Crisis
Center)

Thursday, Dec. 23
6-8 p.m., Jill Shannon
(Senior Center); 810 p.m.,

BIG SPRING
_.\(’13'._ AUTO GLASS

P * Vehicles
4 * Residential
* Commercial

110 S. Johnson * 267-5247

fzza lhn,

Kids 13 & Under
with Each Adult Purchase

Only 99¢

mWednesday Night

Jack Cathey, Homer Museum)
Tomerlin, Iva Jo Hanslik, Bob
and Mary Miller. Tuesday, Dec. 28

' 6-8 p.m., Wanda Roman,
Jerrie Burchell; 810 p.m.,

Emma and Stanley Bogard

Friday, Dec. 24

6-8 p.m., Mike Henry, Pat
Simmons, Mr...and Mrs.
Pete Thiry; 810 p.m., Dusty
and Patty Choate

Wednesday, Dec. 29

6-8 p.m., Quail M. and
Judy Dobbs, Linda and Ace
Berry; 810 p.m., Katie
Cathey, Laneta Fryar

Saturday, Dec. 25

6-8 p:m., Pat Simmons; 8
10 p.m., Pat Simmons

Thursday, Dec. 30

6-8 p.m., Charlene and
Robert Ragan; 8-10 p.m.,
Mr. and Mrs. Pete
Hernandez, Rene Valdez

Sunday, Dec. 26

6-8 p.m., Jerry and Jan
Forsyth, lva Jo Hanslik (VA
Medical Center); 810 p.m.,
Gloria Fedderson, Iva Jo
Hanslik (VA Medical Center) Friday, Dec. 31

6-8 p.m., Pat Simmons,
Earlene Williams, Sara Fryar;
8-10 p.m., Pat Simmons,
Rene Valdez, Earlene
Williams, Sara Fryar.

Monday, Dec. 27

€-8 p.m., Nancy Raney
(Heritage Museum); 8-10
p.m., Nancy Raney (Heritage

Coronado Hills Apartments

1 Bedroom - $350 ¢ 2 Bedroom - $450 * 3 Bedroom - 5550 ;

801 W. Marcy » 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

\

| 2
Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking | *& %
& Washer - Dryer Conn. '
2-3 Bedroom

“Remember...vou deserve the best!!”

Superintendent Dr. Bill
Kingston said the board
will discuss its options for
the start of school next
year, now that state law
limits schools to starting
not before the week of
Aug. 21, whenever that
day falls. In 2005, Aug. 21
falls on a Sunday, limit-
ing the school to setting
Aug. 22 as its start date or

seeking a waiver to set an
earlier date.

Kingston said the board
will get an update on the
ongoing facilities assess-
ment by Parkhill, Smith
& Cooper.

The firm is examining
school district property so
trustees have information
to make future plans and
set priorities, Kingston

said.

Among other agenda
items, the board will rec
ognize students who
earned spots in
University Interscholastic
LLeague Regional band
and choir along with FFA
contest winners. Trustees
will review updated legal
policies and act on local
policies.

Southwest
Express

Thanksgiving through
New Years

(Public opening November 22 - 6 PM)

\

Museum of the Southwest,
1705 W. Missouri, Midland, Texas

For more info call

432-683-2882

Call
@ For Details

~/ A5 1702 Gregg

sfé\.vg‘,ﬂ 263-1381 |

BARGAIN MART

Discount Foods
403 Runnels, Big Spring, Tx
Open Mon.-Sat. 9-6:30

BRENNEN SMOKED
HONEY CURED HAM

s,

HALF OR
WHOLE

451"

3299
a4/51%
2/89°

DAVIDS SUNFLOWER SEEDS

6-0Z. PKG.

GRANITE WARE ROASTER

W/COVER - 4-QT. SIZE

El? LIGHTERS
LIBERTY GOLD SLICED PEACHES

14.5-0Z. CAN

PEYTON BONELESS
SKINLESS CHICKEN BREAST

L L

ALL SPAGHETTI SAUCES

8-0Z.
PORTIONS

89

26-0Z. JARS

RUSSET POTATOES $1 29
10-LB. BAG

MRS. FRESHLY MINI DOUGHNUTS 2 /$1 00
24-CT. - 11-0Z.

gOODY’S HAIR CARE ITEMS

4 Iors1 0

ALL RETAIL PACKAGE

FROZEN FOODS
(YOU CAN MIX ITEMS)

GET 1
=

BUY 2

Join us for our
Holiday Open House!

December 16 & 17
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

267-5555 * 1411 Gregg
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NEWS 1N-BRIEF.

Sprint Corp., Nextel Commumcauons

agree to merge in $35 billion deal

NEW YORK (AP) — Telecommunications giants
Sprint Corp. and Nextel Communications Inc. have
agreed to merge in $35 billion deal that would create
the nation’s third largest wireless telephone service
provider.

The widely rumored deal announced Wednesday
would create a company that would be known as
Sprint Nextel that would had about $40 billion in com
bined revenue in the latest year and would serve more
than 35 million wireless subscribers, trailing only the
industry leaders Cingular Wireless and Verizon
Wireless.

Sprint would get access to Nextel's large base of
business customers as a result of the deal while Nextel
would get an opportunity to expand faster as it was
approaching a decision on a big investment in upgrad-
ing its network infrastructure.

The deal was structured as merger of equals that val-
ues each company at about $35 billion.

After completion of the deal, the companies said that
Sprint’s local telecommunications business would be
spun off to the combined company’s shareholders. The
local telecom business accounts for about $6 billion of
the combined company’s estimated revenues.

Iraq’s defense minister accuses Iran,
Syria of supporting al-Zarqawi’s terror group

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Iraq’s defense minister on
Wednesday accused neighboring Iran and Syria of
supporting terrorists in his country and charged that
a senior Iraqi Shiite was leading a “pro-Iranian” coali-
tion into next month’s national elections.

Concerns have been raised over rising Iranian influ
ence in the political future of Iraq, where the majori-
ty Shiites are expected to dominate elections sched-
uled for Jan. 30. Campaigning for the vote began
Wednesday.

Hazem Shaalann, who has previously accused
Tehran of interfering in Iraq’'s affairs, said that
Iranian and Syrian intelligence agents, plus former
operatives from Saddam Hussein’s security torces, are
cooperating with the al-Qaida in Iraq group led by
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi “to run criminal operations in
Iraq.”

The Jordanian-born militant’s group is believed to
be leading a brutal campaign of hostage-takings,
beheadings —and- bombings that victimize both
Americans and Iraqis. U.S. officials have offered a $25
million bounty for al-Zarqawi.-

Iran and Syria have rejected U.S. and Iraqi claims
they are supporting insurgents in Iraq. Damascus,
however, has said it is unable to fully close its long,
porous border with Iraq.

Iraqi interim leader Allawi enters election race,

announces list of candidates for Jan. 30 vote
BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — Irage lpternn Prime
Minister Ayad Allavd feined the raee far I¥aq’s Jan. 30
eleemons at a-Wednesday news conference meant to
highlight his appeal to Iraq’s diverse and sometimes

Sdrrounded by women and men variously clad in

"-F,; A ﬁ.i;acgbus;zthnic and religious groups.

% ‘“,trlba]. garb, clerical turbans and smart suits, Allawi

pfmtgud to work for national unity and move away
from “religious and ethnic fanaticism.”

Allawi made the announcement on the last day par-
ties were allowed to register.

FCC considers allowing high-speed wireless

Internet access on commercial jetliners

WASHINGTON (AP) — When it comes to communi-
cation, commercial airline passengers go from the
Internet Age to the Stone Age once a plane takes off.

They can’t get a high-speed connection for their lap-
tops. They can’t use a wireless connection to check e-
mail on domestic flights. They can't use their cell
phones at all.

Federal regulators are considering changing at least
some of that.

They plan to vote Wednesday whether to allow trav-
elers wireless high-speed Internet access. And they
plan to talk about, without a vote, whether to end the
cell phone ban.

The Federal Communications Commission also is
looking again at the contentious issue of how to
increase competition for local phone service.

'irst, however, commissioners plan to deal with the
airline issue.

David Stempler, president of the Air Travelers
Association, a passenger group, said the changes
under consideration would “make business travelers
more efficient and while away the time for a lot of
other passengers. This is all the wave of the future
here.”

Currently, the only way passengers on domestic
flights can communicate with the ground is through
phones usually built into the seat backs. That service
isn't very popular: It costs far more than convention-
al or cell phonés — about $3.99 a mmute — and the
reception often is poor.

AIDS research chief rewrote safety report,

restarted research over objections

WASHINGTON (AP) — The government’s chief
AIDS researcher removed some negative safety con-
clusions from a subordinate’s report on a U.S.-funded
drug experiment, then ordered the research to resume
over objections from his staff, memos show.

As justification, Dr. Edmund Tramont, chief of the
National Institutes of Health’s AIDS Division, cited
his four decades of medical experience and argued
that Africans with an AIDS crisis deserved some
leniency in meeting U.S. safety standards, according
to interviews and documents obtained by The
\ssociated Press.

Tramont's staff, including-his top deputy, had urged

more scrutiny of the Uganda research site to ensure it$

overcame record-keeping problems, violations of fed-
eral patient safety safeguards and other issues. These
problems had forced a 15-month halt to the research
into using a single dose of nevirapine to prevent
African babies from getting AIDS from their mothers.
AP reported Monday that NIH knew about the prob- .
lems in early 2002<bmt did not tell the White House
before Presidegt Busk 1aunched a plan thatsummer to
spread nevirapine throughout Africa.

Now, officials have new concerns the lone dose_ of
nevirapine may cause long-term resistance to AIDS
drugs in the hundreds of thousands of African
patients who received it, foreclosing future treatment
options.

Fans mourn slain guitarist at service

ARLINGTON (AP) — The smoke was thick, the
music loud. The rum and the bourbon flowed, and so
did the tears.

"Guitar-shaped funeral wreaths lined the stage as
thousands of grieving fans, many wearing concert T-
shirts, gathered Tuesday night to remember slain
rock star “Dimebag” Darrell Abbott.

“This guy was full of life. He lived and breathed rock
‘n’ roll,” guitarist Eddie Van Halen said in a profani-
ty-laced tribute to his heavy metal friend.

The 38-year-old Abbott — best known ‘as the former
guitarist for Pantera — was shot to death last week in
Columbus, Ohio, while performing with his new band,
Damageplan. Three others also were killed before
police fatally shot 25-year-old gunman:Nathan Gale.

The public memorial service fallowed a private
funeral Tuesday that Abbott’s friend .Terry Cantrell, a
singer in the 1990s rock band Alice in Chains,
described as “beautiful.”

Lawmakers submit public funds bill

AUSTIN (AP) — It will be easier for people to find
out how the state is investing public money under a
bill proposed Tuesday.

If passed in the January legislative session, the
measure would clarify existing open records laws
dealing with how public money is invested.

“It protects the public’s right to know what is being
done with its tax dollars and it protects the ability of
the state of Texas to continue to invest in the future
of the state of Texas, which is important to all of us,”
said Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown, who is filing the
proposal along with Sen. Robert Duncan, R-Lubbock.

The measure would affect public investment agen-
cies such as the University of Texas Investment
Management Company, the Teacher Retirement
System of Texas, the Employees Retirement System of
Texas, the Texas Permanent School Fund and the
Texas Growth Fund.

Blockbuster plans to end late fees in 2005

DALLAS (AP) — Blockbuster Inc., the nation’s
biggest movie rental company, says it will eliminate
late fees on games and movies as of Jan. 1 — but if you
keep them too long, you buy them.

The offer announced Tuesday suggests that
Blockbuster is still struggling to blunt the competitive
threat from NetFlix Inc. and cable.

The company had expected to earn $250 million to
$300 million in operating profits next year from its
unpopular late fees but believes it can make up for the
lost income with increased volume — betting that cus-
tomers, no longer worried about late fees, will rent
more movies and games.

“We had to deal with late fees,” said chairman and
chief executive John Antioco. “It's the source of jokes
on late-night TV. It’s still anecdotally, and in some
sense really, the biggest negative to Blockbuster ...
There were customer transactions that never hap-
pened because of late fees.”
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Make their holiday even more special with a photo greeting!
Publishes December 24, 2004
FOR ONLY *20°°

Just complete the form below then bring the form
and photo to the Herald no later than

*Stabilizng Heel Cradle

Layaways
Available

All Styles
& Colors
17th Available
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*ATS Carbon-Fiber Forked Shank

*Qil & Slip Resistant Duratread Outsole
*Gel Cushioned ATS Footbed

*Absorbs Shock To Reduce Stress On Back

*EVA Foam Cushion Inseﬂ.
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Gift Certificates
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Save $53.0p
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‘How to Remodel a Man’ “" ’&

FEATURES TA

is goofily satisfying read

h AN 4

e

M AL AL

kind of panicked

when I realized it

was Monday after-

noon and I hadn’t
written my column!
When that happens, I
wander through the
stacks look-
ing at what
the library
has and just
pick out
what catch-
es my eye.
Sometimes
it may be
several RO
books on the HoLLIs
same sub-
ject, the title
is cdtchy
(like the
first book) and then
books that I think some-
one ought to read! So, sit
down and see if any of
these pique your interst.

The first one has a very

catchy title, one that will
appeal to many women:
“How to Remodel a Man:
Tips and Techniques on
Something You Know is
Impossible but Want to
Try Anyway” :
(McNAUGHTON) by W.
Bruce Cameron.
Cameron has written a
somewhat scrambled but
goofily satisfying parody
of inspirational how-to

MCCRIGHT

. books. While warning

women that effecting real
change in their men is
nigh impossible
("Attempting to modify a
man’s behavior is like
trying to talk cats into
playing the tuba — even
if you can convince them
to put their lips on the
thing, they’ll never
understand why.”), he
does offer plenty of
tongue-in-cheek hints. To
get a man to exercise, for
example, buy hime.cool

new gear; to cope with a

man who snores, “teach
yourself to snore back in
self-defense.” It is rather
amusing, but if you don’t
care for man bashing,
don’t check it out.

I like to read biogra-
phies and one person
who had always interest-
ed me is Gregory Peck.
Lynn Haney had full
access to the actor and
papers before his death
in 2001. Peck earned
iconic status as a nation-

Benny Boyd

Chevy + Chrysler - Dodge - Jeep
GMC - Pontiac + Buick + Cadillac
1611 N. Lubbock Hwy. Lamesa, TX

866-236-2693

BIG
SPRING

al father figure after por-
traying the noble and
taciturn Atticus Finch in
1962’s “To Kill a
Mockingbird.” In
“Gregory Peck: A
Charmed Life,”
(McNAUGHTON), she
plumbs Peck’s own
neglectful fathering (Peck
blamed himself for his
son Jonathan'’s suicide)
and philandering with
such co-stars as Ingrid
Bergman. Peck often pro-
jected massive calm on-
screen, but in private he
apparently required his
first wife, Greta, to cater
to his “monomania;” plus
he was also a heavy
drinker. Haney writes
vaguely about Peck’s
“being repressed,” but
doesn’t satisfactorily
investigate how an emo-
tionally stunted actor
became a cultural trea-
sure. Haney'’s insider
perspective on Peck,
whom she refers to as
“Greg” throughout, is
marred by a scattershot
narrative and flat, work-
manlike prose.

Another interesting
man to read about is Dr.
Phil McGraw. Sophia
Dembhifig and Lisa
Gutierrez have written
“The Making of Dr. Phil”
(McNAUGHTON, which
takes you inside the
world of this global phe-
nomenon.

Both an engaging biog-
raphy and business suc-
cess story, this compre-
hensive portrait intro-
duces you to the real Dr.
Phil, from his early days
as a young athlete and
student pilot, to his
failed first marriage,
decision to study psy-
chology, chance meeting
with Oprah, and other
big breaks along the way
that set the stage for his
incredible career.

Dembling and
Gutierrez dig deep to
uncover Dr. Phil’s moti-
vations, inner drive, and
the full dimension of a
personality more com-
plex than the “down-
home doc” portrayed in
his books and on televi-
sion.

How about a winter
trip to Wyoming?
“Wyoming Handbook,"”

Look What's New
In Big Spring!!

SPICE

Gifts ~ Accessories
207 W. 10th 264-6002

009412

Help Make a Child’s
Christmas Merrier...
Donate a new toy

to the annual

= Salvation Army
' Toy Drive

Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to the
Big Spring Herald office at 710 Scurry

before 5 p.m., Thur., Dec. 16

Toys will be give to the Salvation Army for
distribution before Christmas

Sponsored by the Salvation Army,
the Big Spring Herald and KBYG

HERALD

(917.8704 PIT D) by Don
Pitcher, will take you far
beyond Old Faithful and
Jackson Hole. Instead,
you will see grizzles
drinking at glacier made
lakes, the ruts of the
Oregon Trail and two-
pump towns where the
saloon’s bar still doubles
as a visitor center. Also
included are sections on
“no trace” camping, how
to duck the crowds and
how to find suitable
accommodations from a
fancy B&B to free camp-
grounds.

I grieved when Erma
Bombeck lost her battle
with cancer in 1996. 1
rarely missed reading
her column in whatever
paper I subscribed to.
One of her best compila-
tions of essays is “All 1
Know About Animal
Behavior I Learned in
Loehman'’s Dressing
Room” (814.54 BOM E).
Published in 1995, it still
resonates today with the
age-old question “what’s
for supper?”

Dave Berry has turned
50 and has lived to tell
about it! In “Dave Berry
Turns 50,” (814.54 BAR
D) the baby boomers
have come full circle. A
couple more books from
columnists are Robert
Fulghum'’s “Maybe
(Maybe Not): Second
Thoughts on a Secret
Life” (814.54 FUL R) and
Andy Rooney’s “Sweet
and Sour,” (814 ROO A)
which perfectly describes
his character.

The Howard County
Library will close at 1
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 23
for the Christmas holi-
days and will reopen at 9
a.m. Monday, Dec. 27. We
will be closed Friday,
Dec: 81 and Saturday,
Jan. 1 for New Year's.
The Library will reopen
on Monday, Jan. 3.

Howard County Library
is open from 9a.m. to 6
p.m., Monday to Friday
and 9a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday. The

. Internet/Video room closes

30 minutes before closing
and on Saturdays it is
closed from noon until 1
p.m. The library is locat-
ed at 500 S. Main St.

e-Sales
Let us sell your stuff
on ebay

213-3902

213-4768 o501
——

£

710 Scurry, Big Spring
432-263-7331

Wisking ygou and
your Family
a Safe and

Fealthy
FHoliday Seascn

From the Physicians
and Staff of:

John Farquhar, M.D.
Board Certified in Family Practice

Susan Roberts, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Practice

Cynthia Rutledge, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Practice

2301 S./Gregg Street, Big Spring, TX 79720
el: (432) 267-5531

Erich Byerly, M.D.
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Keith Ledford, M.D.
Board Certified in Obstetrics & Gynecology

1501 W. 11th Place, 2nd Floor, Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel: (432) 264-7180

Fakhar “Frank” Ijaz, M.D.

Board Certified in Internal Medicine
1501 W. 11th Place, 3rd Floor, Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel: (432) 268-9495

Juan Carlos Gonzalez, M.D.
Board Certified in Internal Medicine

FM 700, Suite C, Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel: (432) 263-7700

Alan Abel, M.D.
Board Certified in General Surgery

~ Robert McFaul, D.O.
Board Certified in General & Vascular Surgery

Alfonso Preciado, M.D.
Board Certified in General Surgery

1501 W. 11th PL., 1st Floor, Big Spring, TX 79720
Tel: (432) 268-6018

o

Committed fo pi‘oviding you
and your family with
high quality healthcare services

Accepting Medicare,
Medicaid, BC/BS
and other major insurance plans

SE HABLA ESPANOL
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Less stuff, less stress, and a lot more meaning

By SUZANNE PEREZ TOBIAS
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WICHITA, Kan. At
Christmastime; the
Spexarth family opts for
giving over getting, for
comfort over chaos, for
prayer and reflection over
ribbons and bows.

But it isn’t always easy.

“Our society 1s sO
overindulgent, especially
this  time of year,” says
Carolyn Spexarth. “The
message you hear is,
"More, more, more."”

But Joe -and Carolyn
Spexarth have chosen a
simple life for themselves
and their three children
— “frugal is a gentle word
for it,” Carolyn jokes
and their holiday celebra-
tion reflects that.

Their two-bedroom
home in south Wichita
won't overflow with gifts.
Their children 6-year-
old Anna, 5-year-old Peter
and 3-year-old Scott
will get presents, but they
won't be outrageously
expensive, and they won't
be the focus of Christmas
morning.

Instead, the family cele-
brates Advent the four-
week season prior to
Christmas with can
dles and good deeds. The
children put pieces of
straw in a shoe-box
manger as a reward each
time they do something
kind. They celebrate St.
Nicholas Day (Dec. 6) and
Epiphany (Jan. v, with lit-
tle treats cookies, lol-
lipops, nickels — that the
children relis!

At a time when the aver-
age American consumer
will spend mou .00
on the holidays, the
Spexarths may be buck-
ing a trend. But they're
not alone in their quest to
make Christmas less com-
mercial.

“More and more people
are ... voicing a desire to
scale back,” said Diane
Wood, executive director
of The Center for a New
American Dream, an
organization dedicated to
fighting  overconsu