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Architects needed Sunday

Gingerbread house raising party planned at Dora Roberts Community Center

By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Features Editor

Gum drops and red hots, licorice sticks and
candy canes combine with the sweet scent of
gingerbread to greet children and adults
alike who participate in the annual
Gingerbread House Decorating Sunday at the
Dora Roberts Community Center:.

“This is an annual event 1 do for the com-
munity that started years ago with. Troy
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Pittman.

“It has grown so big that now we
do this at the community center,”
he said.

Sponsored by Gale’'s Sweet
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It’s almost
» time for the
il big parade

Annual event expected to
draw thousands of spectators

By JOHN A. MOSELEY

Managing Editor
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College group
collecting toys

The Mexican-
American Student
Association at Howard
College is collecting
toys to give to home-
less children all
around Howard
County.

Toys should be
- brought to the coliege
library, administration
building, STEPS lab,
student services office
or the registrar’s office.

Off-campus collection
points are the Big
Spring Herald and
KBYG.

Gifts for children of
any age will be accept-
ed. The toy drive will
be held through Dec.

15.
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“We hope this will give
those who are unable to
get out and shop a way |
get their holiday gifts
bought,” said Shannoi
Nabors, Canterbury's
executive director
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residents of

lrement
'oth

s Bazaar
P.m
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will give these wonderful
people a place to
Christmas shop all in one
stop.” Nabors explained.
No vendors are charged
to up shop at the
bazaar and vendors keep
all of the money they earn
from the sale.
Canterbury doesn't
benefit from the sale, it
all goes to help those who
can't shop for extended
periods of time and for
those who don’'t want to

selt
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Courtesy photo

Sandie Osborne shows some of the items she will have for sale at the 25th annual
Canterbury Christmas Bazaar which begins at 9 a.m. Saturday at Canterbury South.

Vendors will have many unique gifts and homemade items for sale.

Local bands announce upcoming winter concerts

HERALD Staff Report

but we

each

person

are Festival” by Leroy Anderson,

“Slovanig Folk Suite” by Alfred

asking
who
for Christmas,”

audience and playing its entire
marching show

attends to bring two Reed, “Home
cans of food, which
will be donated to the
Salvation Army,” said
Rocky Harris, Big
Spring High School
band director.

The concert will fea
ture the full band, playing selec
tions such as “Christmas

Tuesday, the junior high band
will hold its winter concert at
6:30 p.m. in the junior high gym.

Tuesday, Dec. 14, the beginner
band will play a winter concert
at 6 p.m. at Goliad Intermediate

Winter concerts are coming up
for local bands, including the Big
Spring High School band, junior
high band and beginner band.

The high school band is team-
ing with the Salvation Army for
a concert set for 7 p.m. Thursday
in the school auditorium.

“There's no monetary charge,.

To reach us, please call
'263-7331. Office hours
are 8 am. to 5 p.m.

nday through Friday.
mou miss your paper,
please call 263-7335
before 7 p.m. weekdays
and from 8 a.m. to noon
Sunday.

“Green-sleeves Rhapsody” and
“Jingle Bells Forever.”

“*Jingle Bells Forever’ is actu
ally ‘Jingle Bells’ with ‘Stars and
Stripes Forever,’ complete with a
piccolo. feature at the end,” School
explained Harris. 'here will be no admission fee

The concert will be topped off for either concert
with the band surrounding the

HARRIS
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The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol- u e I n oa r :
Jesus H. Herrera lowing activity between 8 a.m. Thursday and 8 a.m. Bush taps f
Jesus H. Herrera, 91, of Abilene, formerly of Big today: - ' as next hon
Spring died Thursday, Dec. 2, 2004, in an Abilene hos- « DALE ROBERT SCHENCK, 22, of 1101 Sycamore, If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the WASHING']

pital. Funeral services are 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, ,

2004, at the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel in
Big Spring. Interment will follow in Trinity Memorial
Park.

He was born Dec. 13, 1912, in Mexico and married
Manuela Resendez in December of 1938. She preceded
him in death in 1995. Mr. Herrera had farmed in the
Ackerly area and moved to Abilene in 1995. He was a
Christian.

Survivors include two daughters; Mary Helen
Gonzales of Abilene and Elia Herrera of Austin; nine
grandchildren; and seven great-grandchildren.

He was also preceded in death by one son, David
Herrera.

Arrangements are under the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral Home and Crematory. Online
condolences can be made at www.npwelch.com.

Take note

J VA MEDICAL CENTER LIGHTING OF THE
HOLIDAY LIGHTS is set for 6 p.m. Friday.
Christmas carols sung by the the nursing home care
unit choir, refreshments and a visit with Santa Claus
are part of the festivites. The community is invited.

J HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM AFTER CHRIST-
MAS PARADE RECEPTION Saturday in the muse-
um, 1911 Apron Dr. Hot cocoa and cookies will be
served. Call 264-1999 for more information.

J THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDENT ASSO-
CIATION OF HOWARD COLLEGE HOLIDAY TOY
DRIVE is set for Dec. 1-15. Bring toys to the Howard
College library, which is open from 7:30 a.m. until 9
p.m. Monday through Thursday, Friday from 7:30 a.m.
until 3 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Toys
may also be taken to the administration building, the
STEPS lab, the student services office or the regis-
trar’s office. Gifts for children of any age are appreci-
ated, especially for children 13-15.

4 THE BIG SPRING BASS CLUB is serving a bar-
becue plate dinner from 3 p.m. until- 8 p.m. Saturday
at the Eagle's Lodge, 703 W. Third St. To-go plates
available for $5. All proceeds. go to the family of
Robert Seago and the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. Call Gary Gillihan at 264-6528 or Jerry
Jones at 263-4329 for more information.

J BIG SPRING JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CHEER-
LEADERS brisket burrito sale, $2 each, from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Saturday at the east door of Wal-Mart.

J COLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD, 603 Tulane,
has chicken fried steak dinners for sale Friday at 11:30
a.m. for lunch pickup. From 5 p.m. until 8. p.m., there
is free delivery for dinner plates, which are:$5 for
adults and $3 for children. Call 267-8593 to place an
order.

J CHRIS’ CROSSES WILL BE ON SALE AT THE
EAST DOOR OF WAL-MART today as a fund-raiser
for Home Hospice Halos Relay For Life team. Call
Sherry or Rose Ann at 264-7599 for more information.

J A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best, to
help with the cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

J LETTERS FROM SANTA ARE AVAILABLE
FROM SCENIC MOUNTAIN MEDICAL CENTER as
a Relay For Life fund-raiser. Each letter will have a
North Pole postmark for a $5 donation. Contact Amber
Rich at 268-4960 for more information.

J GARAGE AND BAKE SALE TO BENEFIT CIR-
CLE SIX RANCH IN STANTON is set for Friday and
Saturday at the ranch, which is located six miles
north of Stanton on Highway 137. Call 432-458-3467 for
more information.

J4 AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTIN
RANGEL, son of Ione and Tim Rangel, has been set
up at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

JTHE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed
animals for Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s emer-
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will
be at Seams-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.
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was arrested Thursday on two local warrants and a
Comanche County warrant.

« SAUNDRA JO GARRAD, 30, of 1520 Tucson, was
arrested Thursday on charges of driving while license
suspended and a citation for expired vehicle inspec-
tion.

« THOMAS WEBBER, 37, of 1602 Johnson, was
arrested Thursday on five local warrants.

« STACEY DAWN JONES, 19, of 1313 Mulberry,
was arrested Thursday on seven local warrants.

« EARL ALONZO WRIGHT, 28, of 3907 W. Highway
80, was arrested Friday on a charge of possession of a
controlled substance in a drug free zone.

« POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE
IN A DRUG FREE ZONE was reported in the 1000
block of Birdwell Lane.

« FORGERY was reported in the 1800 block of Gregg
Street.

« BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the
500 block of S. Nolan.

» THEFT was reported:

- in the 1500 block of FM 700.

- in the 1100 block of Lamesa.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity:

« TRUCK FIRE was reported in the 4600 block of
Wasson Road.

« DISTURBANCE was reported in the 1500 block of
Kentucky Way.

Support groups

SATURDAY

Q Open discussion meeting, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting 615 Settles 8-9
p.m. Open birthday night, no smoking meeting the
last Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
Q Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to noon
at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5-6 p.m.

MONDAY

Q All widows and widowers are invited to attend the
Encourager’s Support group meeting at 6 p.m. at the
Spanish Inn Restaurant, 200 NW Third. Call 398-5522
for more information.

TUESDAY

Q The Multiple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 7
p.m. the last Tuesday of each month in the College
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane.
Call Tracey at 263-4948 for more information.

THURSDAY :

Q Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion
meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary's Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad.

Q Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noonto 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

Q The Fibromyalgia Autoimmune Disease Support
Group will meet on the second and fourth Thursday
of the month at noon in the Dora Roberts
Rehabilitation Center. Call 263-8273 for more informa-
tion.

Q Alzheimers Support Group meets at 2 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month at The Texas State
Veterans Home, 1809 N. Hwy 87. For more informa-
tion call Orand Carroll 268-8387.

FRIDAY
Q AA open discussion meeting from noon to 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Noon open Big Book study meeting, 8-9

p.m.

First United Methodist Church
December 4th & 5th, 2004
8:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary

Dress Rehearsal Open To Public
Saturday., December 4th at 2:00 P.M.

Tickets available in church office
(Free) Limited Seating

Nursery available

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« AMBUCS meet at noon in La Posada Restaurant.

« Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* VA Medical Center Lighting of the Holiday Lights
at 6 p.m. Christmas carols, refreshments and a visit
from Santa Claus are part of the festivities. Public
invited. .

« “Oliver,” a community-wide musical production,
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Big Spring High School
auditorium. Tickets are $5 at the door.

« Spring City Senior Citizen’s country and western
dance from 7:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. All area seniors
are invited.

« Asleep at the Wheel at the Stampede. Tickets are
$20. Call Jody Nix at 267-2060 to make reservations.

SATURDAY

» Canterbury Christmas Bazaar 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.

» Living Christmas Tree dress rehearsal at 2 p.m.
in the First United Methodist Church. i

« Team Rustic Circle, an amateur paintball team,
meets for practice between 3 p.m. and dusk at the
Moss Creek Lake paintball facility. The public is
always invited, whether to participate or just spec-
tate. For more information contact Rick Boiles at 264-
2395 or 393-5246.

» Heritage Museum Parade Watech and Win&r's
Blessings Exhibit 4-7 p.m.

» Big Spring Herald Christmas parade begins at
5:30 p.m.

» “Oliver,” a community-wide musical production,
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Big Spring High School
auditorium. Tickets are $5 at the door.

« Living Christmas Tree at 8 p.m. in the First
United Methodist Church.

» Eagles Lodge Dance at 8:30 p.m. at 703 W. Third.

» Big Spring Squares. Call 263-6305 for more infor-
mation.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Thursday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 27-24-18-32-9.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Friday night.

Results of the Texas Two Step draWing Thursday
night:

Winning numbers drawn: 4-6-27-31. Bonus Ball: 29.
Estimated jackpot for Monday night drawing:
$275,000.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 4-4-0 T

Weather

Tonight - Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Northeast winds near10 mph.

Saturday - Cloudy with a 20 percent chance of show-
ers. Highs in the mid 50s. Light and variable winds
in the morning becoming south near10 mph in the
afternoon.

Saturday night - Cloudy with a 30 percent chance of
showers. Lows in the mid 40s. South winds near 10
mph.

Sunday - Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
showers. Highs in the lower 60s. Southwest winds 15
to 25 mph.

Sunday night — .Mostly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.
Monday - .Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.
Monday night - Partly cloudy. Lows near 30.
Tuesday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.
Tuesday night - Mostly cloudy. Lows near 40.
Wednesday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.
Wednesday night — Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Thursday - Mostly sunny. Highs near 50.

% Free Admission %

30th Annual

Christmas Bazaar

Dec. 4th Dec. 5th
10am-6pm Noon-5pm
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% Gifts For 1000 Lucky Customers
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bush taps former head of NYPD

as next homeland security chief

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former NYPD commissioner
Bernard Kerik, who helped rally New York City’s
police force and its citizens following the Sept. 11 ter-
ror attacks, is President Bush’s pick to run the
Homeland Security Department.

But Bush is losing his ambassador to the United
Nations, John Danforth, who has submitted his resig-
nation and plans to retire after serving as a trou-
bleshooter for Democratic and Republican presidents
alike. Danforth, a former Republican senator from
Missouri, served less than six months in the post.

Bush was formally announcing the Kerik selection
on Friday, a senior administration official said.

Bush on Thursday also announced that Nebraska
Gov. Mike Johanns, 54, was his choice as the next
agriculture secretary, replacing Ann Veneman.

As Bush lines up his second-term team, seven mem-
bers of his 15-member Cabinet have submitted their
resignations. Another departure, by Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson, also
appeared to be near.

Evidence gained by torture can be used

to detain enemy combatants at Guantanamo

WASHINGTON (AP) — Evidence gained by torture
can be used by the U.S. military in deciding whether
to imprison a foreigner indefinitely at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, as an enemy combatant, the government
concedes.

Statements produced under torture have been inad-
missible in U.S. courts for about 70 years. But the U.S.
military panels reviewing the detention of 550 for-
eigners as enemy combatants at the U.S. naval base in

Cuba are allowed to use such evidence, Principal
Deputy Associate Attorney General Brian Boyle
acknowledged at a U.S. District Court hearing
Thursday.

Some of the prisoners have filed lawsuits challeng-
ing their detention without charges for up to three

.years so far. At the hearing, Boyle urged District
Judge Richard J. Leon to throw their cases out. -

Attorneys for the prisoners argued that some were
held solely on evidence gained by torture, which they
said violated fundamental fairness and U.S. due
process standards. But Boyle argued in a similar hear-
ing Wednesday that the detainees “have no constitu-
tional rights enforceable in this court.”

Leon asked whether a detention based solely on evi-
dence gathered by torture would be illegal, because
“torture is illegal. We all know that.”

Boyle replied that if the military’s combatant status
review tribunals “determine that evidence of ques-
tionable provenance were reliable, nothing in the due
process clause (of the Constitution) prohibits them
from relying on it.”

Rejection of patch could discourage

research into female sexual dysfunction

WASHINGTON (AP) — In a move that could chill
excitement about experimental drugs to treat female
sexual dysfunction, federal advisers refused to
endorse a new testosterone patch for women.

Procter & Gamble sought to market the Intrinsa
patch to women with impaired libido due to surgical
removal of their ovaries. The company told a Food and
Drug Administration advisory panel that the drug had
not raised significant safety concerns in clinical trials.

However, the advisory committee was unanimous
Thursday: More research was needed.

The FDA is not bound by the committee’s recom-
mendation, though the agency usually follows such
guidance. An FDA decision on Intrinsa is expected in
a few weeks.

Panel member Dr. Steven Nissen, a Cleveland Clinic
Foundation cardiologist, said he worried about expos-
ing millions of American women to heart attack and
stroke risks to gain a marginal increase in sexual sat-
isfaction.

PARADE

Continued from Page 1A

seen in Big Spring. I was
absolutely amazed and
that has me excited about
what we think may be
one of the best parades
the Herald has sponsored.

“It - looks like this is
going ~“to be a great
parade,” Reed continued.
“We know several busi-
nesses have had teams
hard at work planning
their entries for some
time. We found that out
during the Chamber of
Commerce’s business
roundtable last month.
And I know there are
other community groups
and individuals that have
been doing the same.

“And since the Herald
celebrated its 100th
anniversary of publishing
this year, we decided we
needed to offer some cash
prizes to three winning
entries,” she added.

A $100 cash prize will be
awarded to the entry
selected as the winner of
the Best of Show Award
for the best interpretation
of the theme “100 Years of
West Texas Christmases.”

The winner of the
Mayor’s Trophy for the

»
best use of“ighting will
receive a $75 prize, while
the winner oY the Grand
Marshal’s Award for best
costuming will receive

50. '

Reed stressed that the
Herald takes great pride
in sponsoring each year's
Community Christmas
Parade and employees
strive to make every pro
cession just a little better
than that which came
before.

“I can’t begin to tell you
how surprised I was last
year when I drove our
grand marshal’s car in
the parade,” Reed said. "I
was not only impressed in
the quality of the entries,
but how many of them
there were. And then
when you consider how
many people turned out to
watch, it was just
astounding.

“It’s pretty obvious that
the community takes as
much interest in the
parade each year as we do
in sponsoring it,” she
added. “The employees
who've been here several
years say the entries con
tinue to get better and
better, especially since
the parade was changed
to an evening start and
lighted entries were

GINGERBREAD

Continued from Page 1A

groups who participate
now,” Pittman said.

The Big Spring State
Hospital Volunteer
Services members will be
selling drinks and food at
the event, with all the
proceeds going to the vol-
unteer. fund.

“This is a perfect oppor-
tunity for people to come

Continued from Page 1A

fight huge crowds of shop-
pers,” said Nabors.

The Canterbury
Auxiliary will have baked
goods for sale to benefit

the home’s Christmas
luncheon for residents.

“Our famous
Canterbury cooks are

busily baking to have lots
of homemade items ready

for Saturday,” said
Nabors.
Canterbury cookbooks

will also be available for
purchase.

Nabors said that along
with the baked goods, the
bazaar will also offer
hand-painted ornaments,

LIVING

process,” said the church’s minster of
music, Jim Wright.

The 75-minute presentation is usually

Continued from Page 1A

name of this year’s play, which will
accompany the music. It was written by
Big Spring’s Sue Partee.

Choir members, orchestra and a chil-
dren’s choir work together to bring the
annual presentation to the community.

“The production is collaborative

263-7331

attended by more than 2,000 people each
year, according to organizers.

Call the church at 267-6394 for more
information.

Contact Staff Writer Kendra Wiss at
exl.
reporter« bigspringherald.com

234 or by e-mail at
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it 3 Hand-Carved Meats

Served All Day, Every Day Only at Furr’s

PLUS FREE

WHOLE PIE
- With $25 Gift Card Purchase

Join Us For A Special Christmas Day Meal
Or Take Home Our Holiday Carry-Out Meals & Pies

UFFET

S——— I

2503 South Gregg, Big Spring

432-267-2895

and purchase pies, cakes
and cookies that they will
need this holiday season,”
said Dorothy Sheppard,
chairman of the Big
Spring State Hospital vol-
unteer organization.

A Girl Scout troop has
reserved a table to do
houses, as has a church
group, Pittman said:

“If a group wants to
come out, they just need

to call me so I can reserve *

a table for them,” he said.

jewelry, Ccrosses,
Christmas decor and
many .types of handmade
crafts and gifts to fill any
one’'s Christmas shapping
list.

For more information,
contact Nabors at 263
1265.

401 S. Main 263-7480
Movie Hot Line: 263-2479
For Showtimes For Friday

Admission Adults: $6.00
Child. Senior & Matinee
FOR

MOVIE SHOWTIMES

CALL 263-2479
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT

www.ritzbigspring.com

$4.00

‘included

encouraged.”

Bobby McDondld and
Linda Conway will serve
as grand marshals for this
year's parade.

This procession will
have 53 registered entries,
but even more are expect-
ed to join in the event.

Elizabeth Flores, the
Herald’s parade coordina
tor, stressed that late
comers are welcomed to
get their entries decorat
ed and show up to be
in the parade.
Only registered entries
will be judged for awards
and plagues, but last-
minute entries are
encouraged.

“This is the communi-
ty's parade,” Flores
explained. "Soeven if you
weren't able to register an
entry, but want to take
part in the parade, we
encourage vou go come
join us in getting the
Christmas season started
with a bang.”

Flores stressed that all
parade participants are
asked to make sure they
do not block the drive-
ways of homes in the
process of lining up for
the event and to make
sure they clean up any lit-

ter created during last-
minute preparations.
Pittman supplies the

houses, which are baked
and put together. He also
provides all the decorat
ing tools and items,
including icing and cake
decorating bags, vanilla
wafers that some may use
to construct a roof,
spearmint candy and
other types of candy.

“All they have to do is
show up and decorate,”
he said.

The Heritage Museum

Contact Staff Writer
Kendra Wiss:at .263-7331
ext. 1234 or by, e-mail at
reporterw btgspringher-
ald.com

Participants will begin
lining up for the proces-
sion at 4 p.m. The Big
Spring High School and
Forsan High School bands
will need to arrive at 5
p.m.

The parade will start at
the corner of East 24th
and Gregg streets, moving
northward on Gregg
Street, take a right on
Sixth Street, go all the
way up to Main, take a
left on Main Street and
disperse around the cour-
thouse area.

“The parade route is
pretty long and that’s
good because it gives lots
of people an opportunity
to view the parade,” Reed
said. “But remember, it
looks like the weather’s
going to be pretty cold
once the sun begins to set.
So, remember to dress
warmly, bring a thermos
of coffee or hot chocolate
and head downtown in
plenty of time to get a
good vantage point. We
want everyone to enjoy
this with us.”

Managing Editor John
A. Moseley can be contact-
ed by calling 263-7331, ext.
230, or he can be e-mailed
at editor@ bigspringher-
ald.com

assists with the event.
Tammy Schrecengost,
museum curator, said the
decorating project is a fun
event.

“And when you take
your decorated ginger-
bread house home, it fills
the' air with that great
Christmas smell,”
Schrecengost said.

To purchase tickets or
reserve a table, contact
Pittman at 263-2253.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288

Affordable
ning.

preplan-

Saturday from 3

['o g

The Big Spring Bass Club will be serving a
Barbeque Plate Dinner

8 p.m. at the Eagles Lodge
Plates will be >0 '1

» plates will be available

Proceeds will benefit the Robert Seago family and M.D.A

Sun., Wed. and Fri.

Then stay for the dance at 8:30 p.m.

RC Entertainment
S 300(»“\’ i

EAGLES BINGO

263-6862

806 E. 3rd.

Close Out!!

Brown Leather

$1.525

List Price
$3,.049

N

i ‘ -
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Mondera Sectional

»

FALL SALE PRICE
SOFA
List $1,899

FALL SALE PRICE FALL SALE PRICE
LOVESEAT
List $1,799
Sale $1,249 Sale $1,189 Sale $429

Leather Carmel

Includes 1 Recliner &

OTTOMAN
List $659

A Full Size Sofa Sleeper
$1,999
List Price #
$3.049

2309 Scurry

Big Spring’s Oldest, Finest, Largest Furniture Store

X 9 = m

267-8491
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the-Government
for a redress of grievances.”
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Our VIEWS

We salute:

Each week, the Herald salutes individuals
and groups from our community and area
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.

We recognize these special people for working

—— to help make our region a better place to live,

work and play

This week we salute:

« The Downtown Revitalization Association
on another wonderful Christmas concert, and
to all of those who participated.

« Washington Elementary School students
who “adopted” soldiers and are sending them
packages for the holidays.

« Pat Anderson on her retirement after
nearly two decades with the Howard County
Clerk’s Office.

* Traci Lindsey, winner of the United Way
of Big Spring and Howard County’'s 15
Minutes of Fame contest.

Is there an individual or organization in
our community that you feel should be salut-
ed? If so, please send us their name and why
you think they should be recognized. We
must have your name and telephone number

Decorating the Settles; you get the idea

anta,Clauses, candy canes,
trees... Help me out here,
OK? We need to figure out
what decorations we're
going to put at the top of the
Settles Hotel. That's right, we're
going to put holiday
decorations on the
Settles. I'm talking
lighted objects here.
Night time viewing.

What’s that?
Permission? Are you
kidding? That's the
last step anyone
takes. You're sup-
posed to just dive BiLL
headlong into a pro-
ject with joy and
cheer in your heart e e—
and emptiness in
your head and then throw a big fit
if it doesn’t work out. Use the
word Grinch a lot. Anti-Santa. You
get the idea.

Personally, I say if Borden
County can put a star on its
mountain, surely Howard County
can put something on its Settles.
True, the hotel is straight up,.but
it's not as tall as a mountain and
we've got stairs. (Planning note —
no star. It's already being done.)

The way I see it, there are a cou-
ple of choices here. We can either
put something on the very top of
the Settles or we can put some-
tkfing on each side near the top.
Picture a decorated tree on one
side, a candle on another, a candy
cane on another and a Santa on
another. You get the idea.

We could spell out some tradi-
tional greetings in multi-colored
lights on each side. Like “Merry
Christmas,” “Happy Holidays,”

McCCLELLAN

“Peace on Earth” or that age-old
favorite, “Shop Big Spring!”

Note: "Hair Salon Capitol of
Texas,” while applicable, just
doesn’t capture the essence we're
looking for, nor does “Auto Parts
Center of the West.”

We don’t want to get too elabo-
rate for obvious reasons, the first
being that it is the Christmas sea-
son and most of us have already
spent more money than we will
make for the next several years.
Second, we want to evoke the
warm, gentle spirit of Christmas
and not the shrill sirens of ambu-
lances rushing to the scene of a
bloody traffic accident caused by
idiots gawking at lights instead of
looking where they were supposed
to be going.

Obviously it would be wonderful
to have reindeer pulling Santa in
his sleigh around and around the
old hotel, but that’s probably a bit
over the edge, at least to start. For
now, these decorations will have
to be easy to construct and store.

I'm thinking we could build
them out of heavy duty chicken
wire and just string lights where
appropriate. They’d have to be fas-
tened down pretty well, of course.
The last thing we need is a family
of five to be crushed on Third
Street by a giant, dive-bombing
snowman. The city would get sued
and the family — those who sur-
vived — would make millions off a
book “Unsettled at the Settles —
Frosty’s Carrot Becomes Weapon
of Death.”

We, of course, would stand
around and say “Lights?” There
were lights up there?”

Anyway, back to the project. I
figure lots of chicken wire and

duct tape would be the way to go.
‘Each scene could be built in three

to four sections, depending on
actual dimensions of the project
and width of the hotel. Then we’d
lower the sections in place from
the top of the hotel. That’s the
idea, anyway.

You may have a better one. I'm
open for anything.

Storage shouldn’t be an issue.
Whatever display or displays we
come up with can be stored in the
Settles. There’s plenty of room and
we won't have to be worried about
vandals. That’s good because
while we all know Big Spring has
the most kind-hearted people in
the world, we also have a few low-
life, scum-sucking degenerates
who would rip the waddling
clothes off baby Jesus if they *
thought they could pawn them.

Here’s another bit of reality —
with just three weeks to go before
Christmas, lighting the Settles
nay be too late for serious consid-
eration this holiday season.
However, I think it is worthwhile
to look at for 2005.

Just imagine it. Seeing those
lights from afar would draw trav-
elers to our doorstep. Those lights
would beckon them into our city.
You can almost hear them saying
“Yes, this is it! This is the city of
lights. Home of the Comanche
Trail Festival of Lights. Come see
us. Come visit. Come eat with us.
Come move here and pay taxes!”

OK, maybe lights don’t talk to
everyone, but, hey, you get the
idea.

Bill McClellan is the Herald news
editor. He can be reached at (432)
263-7331, ext. 235 or by e-mail at
newsdesk@crcom.net

and you must provide i

t in writing.
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To THE EDITOR:

I would just like to take
a minute to discuss how
the fear of racism in
America has effected our
society.

The case involves the
incident that occurred in
New Jersey this past
week where a black man
was robbed in front of his
house by four black
youths. The man then
took it upon himself to
chase the youths in his
SUV as they got in their
car and drove away.
During the chase, the so-
called victim ran over
and killed one of the
youths after they had
fired on the victim’'s vehi-
cle.

Now most of the news
networks like CNN and
Fox News are saying this
man is a hero, but I don't
think he is. I feel the
main news media and law
enforcement officials in
New Jersey fail to see the
point.

The so-called victim in
this case became a vigi
lante and he should be
prosecuted. I think the
true reason he is not is
because he is a black man
and the media fears that
if it had made this man
out to be what he really
is, the black community
would not have just sat
around like it is now.

It’s a shame the fear of
racism has brought the
justice system to a halt
just because of someone’s
skin color. 1 do believe
that if it was a Hispanic
or a white person who'd
run over that black
youth, the black commu

nity would have made
sure that person got
arrested and prosecuted,
even though the youth
robbed and threatened to
rape the victim's daugh
ters.

There are laws in this
country for a reason and
no matter what one’s skin
color, we must abide by
them.

[t's a sad day in this
great country of ours
when the legal system has
to pause and think what
the racial repercussions
are going to be if they act
against a black man in
this type of incident.

SANTIAGO FLORES
B1G SPRING

To THE EDITOR:

I read with a great deal
of interest the editorial
about buying in Big
Spring. You stated that
usually it costs more or
as much to go out of town
and buy products.

Our city fathers and
city manager always say
buy in Big Spring, sup
port Big Spring mer
chants. All of this is
meant for the citizens’
benefit, I guess.

I see our local police
department went to
[Lamesa and bought
Dodge vehicles. Who put
the OK on this project? It
must have come from city
officials.

The old saying, “Do as |
say, not as I do,” must
come into play here.

KENNETH CARSON
B1G SPRING

ADDRESSES

* GEORGE W. BUSH
President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

Cong. District)

1510 Scurry

Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-0722
‘s RICK PERRY

State Capitol, Room 2S.1

Phone: (512) 463-2000

e PETE LANEY

State Representative

Texas 85th District
P.0. Box 2910
Austin, 78768

*KEL SELIGER

Governor
3 JOPRN SEIATNY P.0. Box 12428
U.S. Senator Austin. 78711
Washington, DC 20510- R )
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

e KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building

* RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th

State Senator

Big Spring, 79720
(432) 2689909

Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

Phone: (512) 463-0604

401 Austin, suite 101

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONER

OFFICE — 264-2200.

BEN LockHART, COUNTY JUDGE
— Home: 263-4155; Office:
264-2202.

Emma BrowN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-0724;
Work (Jerry's Barbers): 267-
5471.

BiL. CROOKER — Home:
263-2566.

Phil Gramm: Mr. Charm on his way back

oody, goody, gumdrop.

We could get Phil

Gramm back again, this

time as secretary of the
treasury. Oh how I've missed that
little ray of sunshine, the bleeding
heart from Bryan, the
man who thinks poor
people are all fat. As
author Jim
Hightower used to
say, if you need a
heart transplant, try
to get Phil Gramm’s

it's never been

used.

Just what we need MOLLY
for treasury secre IVINS
tary: the banking
industry’s errand s e a———

boy. The man who helped bring us
Enron.

According to The Washington
Post, President Bush wants a new
economic team. Can’t imagine
why. Oh, here it is. It's “part of
Bush's preparation for sending
Congress an ambitious second-
term domestic agenda.” He wants
sorheone “who can better relate to
Congress and be more effective in
dealing with financial markets
and television interviewers.”

There you have it — Phil’s per-
fect for the job. Mr. Charm. And
he knows how to talk those
seniors into getting rid of Social
Security. He’s in practice. He’s
been back here in Texas lobbying
to make it legal to sell “dead peas-
ant” life insurance to the Téacher
Retirement System.

“Dead peasant” insurance is
such a deal that Wal-Mart and lots
of big companies do it. See, a com-
pany like Wal-Mart takes out life
insurance on low-wage employees
(that would be Texas teachers),
then it gets to deduct the premi-
ums from its taxes. And when the
employee dies, the company gets a
benefit between $64,000 to more
than $250,000.

Gramm is currently vice chair-
man of UBS Investment Bank.
Under the UBS plan, the
Retirement System would buy
annuities and life insurance poli-
cies on retired teachers and keep
the proceeds when they die. Of

course, the investment and insur-
ance industries would profit from
the premiums and brokerage fees.

Those of you who are regular
readers know that I do not pick on
the wives or children of politi-
cians. I bring up Wendy Gramm
because she is a player in her own
right and also because this is a
classic example of How Things
Work in Texas.

Those who believe the entire
nation is being Texasified should
pay extremely close attention.
Those interested in history will
recall that W. Gramm was on the
board of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission when it
made what many regard as the
key decision to set up the Enron
scandal. She resigned from the
commission a few days later and
joined the board of Enron a few
weeks after that.

But she has another legal case
on her hands, State Farm Mutual
and Wendy Gramm vs. Lopez, to
be heard by the Texas Supreme
Court, which is known here as the
Dollar Docket. Texans for Public
Justice, an excellent public inter-
est group, keeps track of cases
before the court every month and
notes on its website the corre-
sponding contributions to the jus-
tices from the parties and/or attor-
neys involved. This keeps us
amused on slow days.

W. Gramm was on the board of
State Farm Mutual Auto from 1994
through 2001. A policyholder law-
suit alleges that Gramm and other
board members stiffed them on
dividends after the company
reported a $37 billion surplus in
1997.

Even though we elect justices in
Texas, Gov. Goodhair Perry gets
to make an appointment when one
resigns. Phil Gramm gave
Goodhair’s campaign the $612,000
he had left over from his Senate
campaign fund when he retired
prematurely from that body after
Enron collapsed. Goodhair had
appointed Wendy Gramm to the
Texas A&M board of regents-a
year earlier.

Gov. Goodhair in turn is close to
James Leininger, who is the big

sugar daddy of the Texas right
wing. Leininger also created the
Texas Public Policy Foundation
(not to be confused with the
Public Justice people), which is
dedicating to shaping public poli-
cy here in the state. Leininger is
particularly keen on school vouch-
ers and abstinence education. He
not only gives generously to mem-
bers of our legislative and execu-
tive branches, but also to candi-
dates for the Texas Supreme
Court. Wendy Gramm is the chair
of Leininger’s Policy Foundation.

Now, Goodhair Perry appointed
the current chief justice of the
Texas Supreme Court, Wallace
Jefferson, who was sworn in by
Antonin Scalia, who is rumored to
be on George Bush'’s list for chief
of the U.S. Supremes. Goodhair
has also appointed three other
Texas justices, making four out of
the nine.

You will be further amazed to
learn that Goodhair Perry and
James Leininger are such good
buddies they went sailing together
in the Bahamas last spring. Also,
Perry’s insurance commissioner
has filed two amicus briefs for
State Farm. (SET ITAL) His (END
ITAL) predecessor gets paid more
than $200,000 to lobby for State
Farm. There’s more in this
snake’s nest of interlocking inter-
ests, but I wouldn't want to bore
you. -

Based on experience here in
Texas, I can already tell you how
this all comes out. Not only will
Wendy Gramm and State Farm
win the case, but the Republican
legislature will then try to take
away everyone’s right to sue over
anything like it, and you won't
even know what happens after
that because it will all be in sealed
records. And anybody who objects
gets accused of aiding the terror-
ists. Don’t say I didn’t warn you.

To find out more about Molly
Ivins and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.
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Calvary Baptist
Church

Calvary Baptist Church
welcomes all those who
are looking for a place to
worship. Calvary Baptist
Church is located at 1200
W. Fourth Street.
Preaching services are at
11. a.m. and..5 p.m.
Sunday, Sunday school is
at 9:45 a.m. and
Wednesday Bible Study is
at 5 p.m.

Cornerstone Church

Church members have
coupon books with $125
worth of offers from local
merchants available for
$5, with all proceeds
going to the church build-
ing fund. Contact 816-3082
for more information.

Cornerstone Church, a
Morning Star
International Church,
invites children entering
kindergarten through
fourth grade to a new fall
program, “Looking At the
Pieces,” at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, featuring differ-
ent stories of the: Old
Testament. A new Sunday
school class for preschool-
ers continues with: the
story of Noah's Ark.

Cornerstone, located at
the corner of 12th and
Owens streets, offers a
family
praise and worship.
Morning worship begins
at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday
worship is at 7 p.m.
Childcare is available for
newborns through
preschool. Call Pastor
Craig or Cherise Felty at
263-3072 with any ques-
tions.

First United Methodist
Church

Dr. Dave Ring’s sermon
for Sunday is titled
“Hope.” The Old
Testament scripture
comes from Isaiah 40:1-11.

Worship services are at
8:30 a.m. and 10:50 a.m.
Sunday school classes
meet at 9:45 a.m. Chancel
Choir rehearsal is Sunday
at 2 p.m., and Children’s
choir practice is at 4 p.m.

Performances of the
Living Christmas Tree
are Saturday at 2 p.m. and
8 p.m. and Sunday at 8
p.m. Tickets are required
for the evening perfor-
mances. Tickets are free
and cannot be picked up
in the church office.

Orders are being taken
for poinsettias.
Poinsettias may be desig-
nated in honor or in mem-
ory of individuals. The
traditional flowers will
become part of the wor-
ship service Dec. 12, so all
orders are due in no later

atmosphere of

than Dec. 5.

Bring gifts for the baby
shower for Jesus to the
sanctuary during the wor-
ship services during the
Advent season. Gifts will
be donated to the pre-
natal unit of the Texas
Department of Mental
Health and Mental
Retardation. Gift sugges-
tions include receiving
blankets, newborn dia-
pers, sleepers or under-
shirts.

First United Methodist
Church is located at 400
Scurry. For moére infor-
mation on any of the pro-
grams, call the church
office at 267-6394.

East Side Baptist
Church

On Friday we will pre-
sent for your pleasure the
Toney Brothers. They
have been with us many
times in the past and they
have always been a bless-
ing and joy to our church
and all of our friends.

If you enjoy gospel
music, you will surely
enjoy The Toney
Brothers.

Join us for a night of

wonderful music, fun and
Christian entertainment.
The fun will start at:7
p.m., so come early for a
seat.

Sunday night in our 6
p.m. service the Hinckle
Family will be singing for
us. If you don’t have a
regular service to go to,
come join us for some
more great music.

December 11, we will
have our eighth
Children’s Christmas Fun
Festival, a program for
children 5 to 12 years old,

presenting the story of

Christmas in a
unique way.

The festival is free, how-
ever, we need you to
make reservations for
your children. Call 267-
1915 or 267-1845 to get
your children on the list
for the festival.

Come join the fun and
fellowship at East Side
Baptist Church. A nurs
ery is provided for chil-
dren four years and
younger.

most

Friends of Unity

The Rev. Jim Sims, min-

ister for Unity Church of

West Texas in Odessa,
will serve with us each
first Sunday of the month.
This allows us and all
who want to participate to
experience a traditional
Unity service with
hymns, prayers, affirma-
tions and a message. from
an ordained Unity minis-
ter. This service is at 1
p.m. in the,center in the

& Washer - Dryer Conn.
2-3 Bedroom

Coronado Hills Apartments

1 Bedroom - $350 ¢ 2 Bedroom - $450 * 3 Bedroom - $550 _

801 W. Marcy * 432-267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720

Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking

“Remember...you deserve the best!!"

FERNESTO FERNANDEZ, M.D.)

iIs pleased to announce
the opening of his new office
for the practice of

I PSYCHIATRY
at

Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez,
Texas State Veterans Home

Il 1809 N. Hwy. 87
Big Spring, Texas

For appointment please call

432-268-8387 ext. 107

Railroad Plaza at 100 S.
Main. All are welcome.

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church

Everyone is invited to
attend wership services at
St. Mary’s this Sunday.
Holy Communion will be
celebrated at 8 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. Sunday school
for all ages begins at 9:30
a.m.

St. Mary'’s annual
Advent Offerings
Congcerts will begin with a
concert Thursday at 12:05
p.m. in the church.

The Lone Star Brass
Quintet from Midland
will present “Carols for
Brass Quintet.” A light
lunch will be provided by
St. Mary's after the pro-
gram. There is no admis-
sion charge.

The community is cor-
dially invited to this cele
bration of the season of
Advent.

For more information
about St. Mary'’s
Episcopal Church, call
267-8201 or visit our web
site at
www.stmarysbst.org. St.
Mary's is located at 1001
S. Goliad.

First Presbyterian

Church
The Rev. Matthew
Miles, minister, will

speak on scripture from
Matthew 3:1-12 Sunday,
the second
Advent. Worship service
begins at 11 a.m. Sunday
school is held at 9:45 a.m.
and Take 10 starts at 10:35
a.m.

Opportunities for the
week include choir prac-
tice Wednesday at 6 p.m.
Members are encouraged
to adopt a teen from the
community by picking
one from the tree in the
narthex of the church.

Members of the church
will also be contacted by
various church youth and
asked to buy a poinsettia
40 be placed in the church

in memory or honor of

someone special to them.
Proceeds will go to the
youth program.

Other opportunities for
the week include an
advent workshop for chil-
dren at Dora Roberts
Community Center
Sunday. Also, Sunday the
Symphony Guild will
hold its reception at our
church and everyone is
invited to join us for

instrumental music, vocal

music and congregational
singing of traditional
Christmas music.

Please join us for any or
all of the previously men-
tioned activities.
Everyone is always wel-

I(N)r,

Sunday of

%, ¥
¢ Vegetable 0t & Choleste™™

come at First
Presbyterian Church
located on Runnels

between Seventh and
Eighth streets. Call 263
4211 for more informa
tion.

St. Paul Lutheran
Church

Don’t miss the Lighted
Christmas Parade this
Saturday. Come to our
Gregg Street parking lot
to receive free hot choco-
late, popcorn and a stick-
on 2005 calendar, compli-
ments of  St. Paul
Lutheran Church.

Join us on Sundays for
worship at 9 a.m. and
Bible Study for all ages at
10:15 a.m. Call (432) 267-
7163, for more informa-
tion.

Big Spring... a great
hometown; St. Paul... a
great home church!

Birdwell Lane Baptist
Church

Greetings in the name
of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. We encour-
age vou, if you do not
have a church home, to
visit us at 1512 Birdwell
Lane. We are the church
family you have been
looking for, where visi-
tors become friends and
friends become family.

The ladies are leaving
today for a ladies retreat
in Eastland set for 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Saturday.
There will be tellowship,

fun, food and plenty of

rest and relaxation physi-
cally, mentally and spiri-
tually.

In the morning worship
beginning at 10 Sunday,

the Hinckle Family
r o\

Singers will be with us
ministering in word and
song. We invite you to
come and be blessed by
this family's ministry.
This is a very busy time
of year, but we must not
forget that Jesus is the
reason for the season. For
information you can call
267-7157 or 267-8214.

East Fourth Street
Baptist Church

East Fourth Street
Baptist Church welcomes
everyone to our fifth
annual Hanging of the
Green. This holiday ser-
vice is filled with new
and traditional music,
highlighting the true

OXX/BEXTRA

have been linked to heart
attacks and strokes.

meaning of Christmas.

We invite all to this spe
cial service that will
begin at 6 p.m. in the
church sanctuary

Our Sunday schools for
all ages start at 9:45 a.m
while worship begins at
11 a.m. Youth, Royal
Ambassadors, Girls in
Action, Mission Friends
and Mission Babies begin
at 4:45 p.m., followed by
the Hanging of the Green.

If you already have a
church home, we encour
age vou to attend your
church, if you don’'t, we
welcome you here

East Fourth Street

Baptist, where families
come to
serve.

worship and

NO FEE FOR
FIRST VISIT

Ryan A. Krebs, M.D., ].D

Doctor-Lawyer in Full-time Law Practice

Timothy R. Cappolino, P.C.

If you or a loved one have suffered  Board Cerified ol iy T Law asd G T
lnbvmrTEnsBmmdi ;;rnh:a:u
ameron,

a heart attack or stroke which may

be linked to one of these drugs,

call us for professional insight.

CAPPOUNO 1S CERTIFIED AS ABOVE; OTHERS NOT CERTIFIEC
By THE TExAs BOARD OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION:

" www.defectivedrugslaw.com

1-800-460-0606

810 11TH PLACE

Cordially Invite You to
Attend our Services

TRINITY BAPTIST

267-6344

them inflated.

I Some church members
are like a tire with a
slow leak - it takes a lot
of pumping to keep

Randy Cotton

+ =—

Sunday i a.m.

Service broadcast

on yvour dial

Sunday School........
Morning Worship...... 11:00 a.m.
over KBYG 1400 AM Evangelistic Service....6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Service...... 7:00p.m.

- Pastor
10:00 a.m.

hd

Marble top
Plant Stands

17

202 Scurry

Oak or Cherry
Jewelry Armoire

*197

Schedule Your Christmas Eve Delivery uil
Allan’s Furniture

"Where All Of West Texas Comes To Save On Their New Furniture”

bd £3 6 [

267-6278

Cheval Mirrors / |

New Furniture Arriving Daily! All Specially Priced "f

|
PERMIAN BASIN 1 !
|

»

N

OVER 111 ITEMS CHANGE DAILY

INCLUDING

Shrimp, Beef, Chick&n, Pork, Mussels, Fish, Fried Squid, Fried Dumplings, Dim Sur
Bar-B-Q Spareribs, Rotisserie Chicken, Teriyaki Beef Vegetables, Sushi Roll, Salad Bar, Ice
Cream Bar, Fresh Fruit, Appetizers, Soup, Dessert...and More!

CARRY OUT BUFFET AVAILABLE

Children Under 4 Eat Free

Senior Citizens over 60 Years Old Get 10% Off

Buffet and Regular Menu Carry Out Available
For Take Out Order Please Call

268-8888
1300 Gregg St. * Big Spring

We Will Be Open On Christmas
& New Year's Da

!

11:00

OPEN EVERY DAY & HOLIDAY
LUNCH BUFFET:

DINNER BUFFE!
4:05 pm - 10:00 pm

am- 4:00 pm

Sun.-Thurs.

BUSINESS HOURS:
Open 7 Days A Week

: 10:30 am-10:00 pm
Fri.-Sat. 10:30 am-11:00 pm

OmOo

P

S OON WO


http://www.stmarysbst.org
http://www.dcfcctivcdiugslaw.com
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BEST AVAILABLE Copy
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‘Handmade Christmas cards
add touch to holiday greetings

-

BY JOAN MORRIS

KRT

Many - of "us are
beginning to panic about
one of the most daunting
tasks on the December
must-do list.

That's right, it's
time.

While we're not all early
mailers, about 85 percent
of us will dig out our
address books and work
our way through the lists,
sending cards that will
arrive sometime before
New Year'’s.

card

A growing percentage of

those cards will be
personalized — created by
crafters who spend hours
designing. and making
their cards by hand, and
by computer and Internet
wizards who point, click
and print their way to
holiday greetings.
Crafters credit the trend
to the steadily growing
interest in scrapbooking
and the staggering array
of products and expertise
now available to
consumers. On the
technical side of holiday
cards, trend-watchers say

digital cameras have
pushed the envelope.
More than 825 million

photos are now stored at
photo Web sites, ready to
be viewed and
transformed into a
variety of greeting cards
and gift items.

InfoTrends, a market
research and consulting
firm focusing on digital
imaging technologies and
markets, . reported in
August that revenue from
personalized holiday gift
items — cards, calendars,
photo books, mugs — has
been climbing and will
likely increase 45 percent
each year for the next
four years.

According to. a survey
conducted last month for
Shutterfly, a popular
online photo service,
about 40
Americans expect to
receive a personalized
photo card this season.

“Personalization is a
growing ‘trend with no
end in sight,” says Dave

Bagshaw, Shutterfly
president and CEO.
“People want. to send

cards that capture their
personalities, with an
inside message that
speaks their language.
Our photo cards bring
more meaning to loved
ones, especially when
they can’'t be together
during the holidays.”
Web sites such as
Shutterfly and Snapfish
offer one-click shopping
that permits customers to
make their cards in a
matter of minutes. They
pick out card styles and
designs, write a message
and download their own
pictures. They can 'even
enter addresses, choose a

percent of

postage stamp, and the
Web sites will print the
cards and mail them off.
Prices vary;~but many
cards cost well under $1
each, including postage.
For those who want to
add a more personal
touch, the printed cards
are sent to them, and they
write personal notes and
address the envelopes

themselves.

Even greeting card
manufacturers are
bowing to the trend.
Greeting card giants

Hallmark and American
Greetings both market
software programs for
home computers. The
programs contain
versions of cards that can
be personalized and also
allow users to design
their own cards. For the
cost of the program, card
stock and ink, users can
whip up as many cards as
they need.

Some people, however,
prefer a more hands-on
approach to card making.

Friends and co-workers
Katherine Patti and
Beckie Torgerson have
been making their own
cards for the past 10
years.

Patti owns Stamped

Creations Art Studio. in
Pleasant Hill, Calif. For a
small fee — $10 for up to
four hours — visitors can
use the work space and

assorted equipment,
which includes ink pads.
embossing tools, paper

cutters, die-cuts and more
than 6,000 rubber stamps.
Torgerson teaches classes
at the studio and is a
frequent visitor.

Patti hadn’t done a lot of
crafting before she
discovered stamping; but
it immediately captured
her imagination.
Torgerson Gémes from a
crafting family and was
schooled early in a
variety of arts.

Making their own cards
is a way of relieving
stress, flexing their
creative muscles and
sharing a part of
themselves in their
handiwork, they say.

“They are gifts as well
as cards,” Patti says.
“You're giving something
of yourself.”

While making cards by
hand takes more time
than picking up a box of
premade cards or using
your computer to create
them, Patti and

Merck has removed VIOXX from the market In all
countries because it has been associated with heart
attacks, stroke, cardiovascular injuries and other serious
side effects. Merck removed VIOXX after an internal
study showed that patients using VIOXX double their risk
of having & heart attack, stroke or cardiovascular injury

It you or & loved one has taken VIOXX, also known as
Rofecoxib, we will evaluate your case for absolutely
free. Find owt If that heart attack or stroke could be

related to VIOXX use. No Attomeys Fee or Expenses

Charged unlass we recover for you

Call Toll Free 1-800-468-4878

VIOXX RECALL

Rl UG G C LGB CEIGEE Consultation

Torgerson say it's not as
time-consuming as people
think.

They recommend
beginners start with a
basic design and play
around until they’ve
created a design they like.
Cards can be as simple or
as complicated as you
like, they say. Some of the
most detailed-looking
cards can be easier to
make than some of the
simpler-looking ones.

Although people have
been making their own
cards for generations,
modern card makers have
a lot more resources
available to them than
ever before. Most stores
that specialize in
stamping, scrapbooking
and crafts offer classes;
there are magazines
devoted to the art; and

other card-makers are
always willing to share
their knowledge and
experience.

If you'’re planning to
make your own cards,
whether by computer, the
Internet or by hand,
experts say you should

start now. But if you
tarry, you won’t be alone.
According to the
RoperASW survey, 17

percent of those polled
considered themselves
“early birds,” sending
their cards within the
first two weeks after
Thanksgiving:; 36 percent
said they-send “on time,”
about two weeks before
Christmas; and 27 percent
said they are “last
minute” mailers, posting
their cards less than a
week before Christmas.
And 4 percent said they
give up on Christmas and
send New Year’'s cards.

Howtodoit. . ...

- Here.dre s0iMasesounee s
to get you started.

Greeting card software:

« Hallmark Card Studio
2005, about $50

* American Greetings
Creatacard Platinum 8,
about $25

* Print Master Platinum
Version 16.0, about $35

* The PrintShop, var-
ious versions, $15-$65

* Art Explosion Christ-

ian Greeting Card
Factory, $25-$27
Web sites:

www.shutterfly.com;
www.snapfish.com;
www.cardstore.com;
www.imagestation.com

Free
Initial

WILLFS LAW FIRM-HOUSTON, TEXAS
David P. Willis
Attorney at Law

BOARD CERTIFIED
PERSONAL INJURY TRIAL LAWYER
Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Toll Free 1-800-883-9858
www.VioxxRecall.com
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Children’s Christmas Fun Festival
East Side Baptist Church (,'.":\[)\

1108 E. 6TH & SETTLES ST.

Saturday, Dec. 11, 2004
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Telling The
Christmas Story

With Actors, Puppets And Crafts

Space is limited -

Reservations are required

Call 267-1 915 or 257-1 845
r Lunch Is Provided

Parents Are Welcome To Observe

Our Purpose Is To Tell HIS Story

Bic SPRING HERALD
Friday, December 3, 2004

cards at an art studio in Pleasant Hill, Calif.

Best Prices In West Texas

202 Scurry * 267-6278

* Commercial

110 S. Johnson * 267-5247

KRT PHOTO/Bob Pepping
Katherine Patti, left, and Beckie Torgerson show two ways of creating your own greeting

‘ BIG SPRING —— E—
Allan’s I, SCENIC MOUNTAIN
lm i M VY AUTO GLASS MEDICAL CENTER
o * Vehicles . i
— N ] /'|‘\ « Residential Our Community.

Our Hospital. ;

1601 W. 11th Al

Big Spring, TX

Full Moon Roofing would like to thank all our
customers, employees and families for
making 2004 our best year.

Fappty Holiday From Oun Family To Yourns

Ranked #11 Texas Contractors * Ranked #95 Contractor In America

FREE ESTIMATES ¢ (432) 267-5478 ¢ Big Spring, Texas
Henry Backes
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STATEMENT OF REVENUES,

GLASSCOCK €OUNTY INDEPENDENT
o TTTE@ESCHOQOL DISTRICT

EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND

'BALANCE GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 2004

Data 10 Total
Control General Other Governmental
Codes Fund Funds Funds
REVENUES:
5700 Total Local and Intermediat $5.680.152 $35,924 $5,716,076
5800 State Program Revenues 250.800 56,224 307,024
5900 Federal Program Revenues 225,685 225,685
5020 Total Revenues 5,930,952 317,833 6,248,785
EXPENDITURES:
Current
0011 Instruction 1,814,884 206,409 2,021,293
0012 Instructional Resources & Media Services 29 840 503 30,343
0013 Curriculum & Instructional Stafl Development 500 500
0021 Instructional Leadership 7,144 7,144
0023 School Leadership 182,445 926 183,371
0031 Guidance, Counseling & Evaluation Services 18,411 12 48,453
0033 Health Services 296 296
0034 Suden (Pupil) Transportation 144,409 2,334 146,743
0035 Food Services 162,961 162,961
0036 Cocurricular/Extracurricular Activities 140,135 346 140,481
0041 General Administration 252,659 500 253,159
0051 Plant Mainenance and Operation 564,285 2,533 566,818
0052 Security and Monitoring Services 900 900
0053 Data Processing Services 11,703 11,703
Debt Service
0071 Debt Service - Principal on longterm debi 80,733 80,733
0072 Debt Service - Interest on long-term debt 7.567 7,567
Capital Qutiay s
0081 Facilities Acquisition and Construction 88,093 88,093
Intergovernmental
0091 Contracted Instructional Services Between Schaols 2,746,318 2,746,318
0093 Payments to Fiscal Agent/Member District of SSA 50,296 90,296
6030 Total Expenditures 6,163,474 (383,698) 6,547,172
1100 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues Over (Under) (232,522) (65,865) (298,387)
Expenditures
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
7912 Sale of Real and Personal Propert 6,414 6.414
7914 Non-Current Loans 334,336 334,336
7915 Transfers In 65,865 68,865
8911 Transfers Out (Use) (65,865) (65.865)
7080 Total Other <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>