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=2 | Parade shaping up to be the best yet
December 1, 2004
WEATHER zyd,{?':zt:rz/SELEY “It's pretty obvious that the
Tonight: \'”“fl—*h“'l’ Christmas season will officially community takes as much

start Saturday afternoon when the 19th-annu : :
al  Big Spring Herald’s Community interest in the parade each

Christmas Parade begins its long procession year. because It seems that

north on Gregg Street at 5:30.

ning to compete for the three cash prizes that
are being offered this vear.”

A $100 cash prize will be awarded to the
entry selected as the winner of the Best of
Show_Award for the best interpretation of
the theme “100 Years of West—Texas
Christmases.”

The winner of the Mayor’s Trophy for the

And from all appearances. this may be one  your entries continue to get best use of lighting will receive a $75 prize,
of'the best parades the Hefald has sponsored Susanne while AT y Cors Al
" susanne while the winner of the Grand Marshal's
“It looks like this is going to be a great better and better. Reed Award for best costuming will receive $50
parade,” Publisher Susanne Reed said - Bobby MecDonald and Linda Conway will
TONIGHT TOMORROW ‘Several business representatives noted that  chamber of commerce's business roundtable serve as grand marshals for the event

their teams were hard at work planning their  meetine. And 1 know there are other com
entries more than a month ago during the munity groups and individuals that are plan- ~ See PARADE, Page 3A
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lights Friday night

[
Lou Ann Atkins,
director of the West a

29°32° 48°52°

D

Texas VA Health Care
System, has

é ed that the -

— VA Lightine of the——f—New-Homeland Security—
i : Holiday Eig}ﬂ'ﬁ rore————— v ——
mony will take place chief faces f/ght to Unlfy

at 6 p.m. Friday.

The Nursing Home nation’s anti-terror efforts
Care Unit choir will ‘
sing carols, refresh By TED BRIDIS
ments will be served Associated Press Writer

and Santa will visit
with all children.

The community is
invited to participate
in the turning on of
the lights.

WASHINGTON Tom Ridge's suc
cessor “as chief of the Homeland
Security Department will have to unify
a sprawling
bureaucracy, a
deadly serious
job where fail
ure could put
the United
States at risk
of another ter ow, R A
ror attack. Colorado Municipal Water District Photo

Ridee. who | The Colorado River at Murphy School Crossing. This is actually.in the upper basin of Lake J.B. Thomas,
announced his ‘- but has not been inundated in years
resignation -

. CRMWD lakes at higher levels

2

College group
‘collecting toys

“

The Mexican-
American Student
A%sociation at Howard
College is collecting
= | toys to give to home
less-children-all
around Howard

hOON ~oO

(‘()llllt)'v KRT photo/Oliver Doullery the frustra

Toys should be Tom Ridge, Secretary of tions of work = .
brought to the college the Department of ing out _the than they have been ln years lﬁ
library, administration Homeland Security, Kinks in the
building, STEPS lab. announces his resigna- broadest goy )
student services office tion on Tuesday. ernment reor- | Special to the Herald . received,” said John Grant,
or the registrar's . ganization R N R lam happy to CRMWD general manager ‘
office. halt a decade, a job critics say reman For the first time since the repon that our “Although- the rainfall sub

Off-campus collection | largely incomplete. “1 like going 1 4905 barge-mounted ) sided. almost ‘a week ago.
points are the Big work every day,” Ridge said. betore pumps aren’'t necessary to recreation users inflows continued*through the
Spring Herald and adding, "There are certain days I've [ Kkeep pump station intakes will also see holiday \\-u.l}\-_.lmf‘ lw(‘”“‘\‘,) of
KBYG. enjoved it even more.” ibmergeed it - Lake J.B saturated ground conditions

Gifts for children of Ridge said he will remain in the job  Thomas o1 .\ Spence substantial and the fact that Lake
any age will be accept until Feb. 1, unless the Senate confirms | Reservoir. it was reported . Colorado City was still spilling
ed. The toy drive will his successor earlier. Among thoss ['uesday benefits from Thanksgiving morning,”
through through Dec cited as potential candidates are [t's the latest encouraging this rainfall.” Grant Grant said substantial gains
15: Bernard Kerik, the former New York ' pews tfrom the Colorado River to both Thomas and Spence

City police commissioner who helped ™lunicipal Water District, “These unusual November have allowed the District to
COMIN rebuild 1Iraq's police force: forme: vhich has benefited greatly  rains were good for the pull out an intake barge.
4 from November abundant District in both quantity and

THis WEEKEN See RIDGE. Page 3A THE quality of the water we See CRMWD, Page 3A
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Unemployment remains

i (‘H\"l"“h'
e 5 steady for Howard County
By THOMAS JENKINS emplovment period.” said
Belew “The -~number

Staff Writer

given savs we have
approximately 700 more
worker actively emploved
or seeking jobs than we
did at the same time last
year

“The current labor force

While: the unemploy-
ment rate in Howard
County remained steady
for October, Texas
Workforce
Network offi-

INDEX

Classified 4-5B cials report a is comprised of 13.296
substantial emploved workers and
Comics 6B growth in the 152 job seekers, and the
civilian labor availability of  work
T force;— thanks should increase again

Features 6A to the holiday this month.
gea—.y BELEW The unemployment rate
Obituaries 2A Howard for the city of Big Spring
Lounty ”‘I“”i' : is-3.7 percent, according

b ed an unemplioyvment rate to Belew

Opinion A of 3.3 percent, the same  whjle the current statis
Lobi reported N tics look rather favorable
Sports 1-2B September. but down sngidering the season

more than 1 percent from
October 2003's 4.5 percent

Virginia Belew, director
of the Big Spring
Workforce Network, said
although the rate stayed

Belew said recent lavofts
at StarTek have vet to
make their way into the
reports

“The unemplovment fig
ure for October does not
steady, there are still jnclude the workers
wome very important fac- recentlv’ laid ‘off by
tors to take into consider- giarTek. " said Belew

Vol. 101, No. 5

Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

To reach us, please call
263-7331. Office hours
are 8a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

1
If you miss your paper | (l”}]w civilian labor ool ,“.xiw” I,h"m
- " e s ' next month. These affect
please call 263-7335 , HERALD photo,/ Thomas Jenkins lorce began to increase as o4 workers continue to
before 7 p.m. weekdays Pat Anderson, a deputy clerk with the Howard County Clerk's office, opens a gift during individuals have begun to  ,.tivelv seek re-entry into
and from 8 a.m. to noon her retirement party at the Howard County Courthouse Tuesday afternoon. Anderson is re-enter the workforce for
Sunday. retiring after nearly two decades with the county clerk’s office. the. holiday seasonal -gee JoBS, Page 3A
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Obituaries
Oralia Holland

Oralia Holland, 73, of Temple, formerly of Big
Spring, died Monday, Nov. 29, 2004, at her residence.
Funeral services were 10 a.m. today, Dec. 1, 2004, at
the Nalley-Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the
Rev. Arnold Tonn, pastor of Spring Tabernacle
Church, officiating. Interment followed in Mount
Olive Memorial Park.

She was born Oct. 19, 1931, in Rodarte, N.M. and
married Marvin H. Holland April 8, 1950, in
Albuquerque, N.M. He preceded her in death June 28,
2002.

Mrs. Holland loved to volunteer her time, and had
volunteered for more than 30 years at the VA Medical
Center. She loved her family and was very dedicated
to them. She was a wonderful mother and grandmoth-
L.

Mrs. Holland was a member of Spring Tabernacle
Church and a member of the Rebekah Lodge.

Police blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Tuesday and 8 a.m.

today:
« KAILEE MICHEL RADLOFF 18, of Robert Lee,

was arrested Tuesday on local traffic warrants.
Note: An activity log for Tuesday at 8 a.m. until 8
a.m. today was not available.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing activity: '

+ RANDY HERNANDEZ, 18, was transferred-to-the
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-
session of marijuana - 2 ounces or less in a drug free
zone. ;

+ JESSE JAY JUAREZ, 20, was transferred to the
county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of theft.

Survivors include two sons and daughters-in-law,
Ronald and Terri Holland of Temple and Mervin and -
Marjorie Holland of Vancouver, Wash.; one daughter
and son-in-law, Marilyn and Ernest Baumia of
Temple; five grandchildren, James Cramer and wife,
Ann, of Ferndale, Calif., Michael Cramer of Temple,
LLavana Holland, Oralia Holland and Elijah Holland,
all of Big Spring; two great-grandchildren; three sis-
ters and one brother.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at
www.npwelch.com.

Paid obituary

Mary Jo Potter

—M tter»67 of Ashland, Ky,

; 2004 in Klng S Daughter s Medical
| Center in Ashland, Ky. Services were

{ Nov. 23, 2004, at Carman Funeral home

1 in Russell, Ky., with the Rev. Stan

Williams officiating.

She was born June 21,1937, in
Quitaqua, to Joseph and Olene
Shannon Arnold. She married Kenneth
W. Potter Nov. 7, 1952, in Big Spring.

She is survived by her husband, Kenneth W. Potter
of Ashland; her son, Kenneth W. Potter and his wife,
Karen, of Farmers, Ky.; her daughter, Kathy Porter
and her husband, Harry, of Ashland; three grandchil-
dren; one great-grandchild; and three sisters.

Arrangements were under the direction of Carman

Funeral Home in Russell, Ky.

J VA MEDICAL CENTER LIGHTING OF THE
HOLIDAY LIGHTS is set for 6 p.m. Friday. Christmas
carols sung by the the nursing home care unit choir,
refreshments and a visit with Santa Claus are part of
the festivites. The community is invited.

J HANGAR 25 AIR MUSEUM AFTER CHRIST-
MAS PARADE RECEPTION Saturday in the muse-
um, 1911 Apron Dr. Hot cocoa and cookies will be
served. Call 264-1999 for more information.

4 THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN STUDENT ASSO-
CIATION OF HOWARD COLLEGE HOLIDAY TOY
DRIVE is set for Dec. 1-15. Bring toys to the Howard
College library, which is open from 7:30 a.m. until 9
p.m. Monday through Thursday, Friday from 7:30 a.m.
until 3 p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Toys
may also be taken to the administration building, the
STEPS lab, the student services office or the regis-
trar’s office. Gifts for children of any age are appreci-
ated, especially for children 13-15.

J THE BIG SPRING BASS CLUB is serving a bar-
becue plate dinner from 3 p.m. until 8 p.m. Saturday

at the Eagle's Lodge, 703 W. Third St. To-go plates
available for $5. All proceeds go to the family of
Robert Seago and the Muscular Dystrophy

Association. Call Gary Gillihan at 264-6528 or Jerry
Jones at 263-4329 for more information.

J BIG SPRING JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CHEER-
LEADERS brisket burrito sale; $2 each, from 9 a.m.
until 3 p.m. Saturday at the east door of Wal-Mart.

JCOLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD, 603 Tulane,
has chicken fried steak dinners for sale Friday at 11:30
a.m. for lunch pickup. From 5 p.m. until 8 p.m., there
is free delivery for dinner plates, which are $5 for
adults and $3 for children. Call 267-8593 to place an
order.

J CHRIS’ CROSSES WILL BE ON SALE AT THE
EAST DOOR OF WAL-MART Thursday as a fund-
raiser for Home Hospice Halos relay For Life team.
Call Sherry or Rose Ann at 264-7599 for more informa-
tion.

J A BENEFIT FUND HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED
at Cosden Federal Credit Union for Jeremiah Best to
help with the cost of his cancer treatment.
Contributions and prayers are appreciated.

J LETTERS FROM SANTA ARE AVAILABLE
FROM SCENIC MOUNTAIN MEDICAL CENTER as

FURNISHED APARTMENTS
Coronado Hills Apartments

Fully Furnished 2 Bedroom Corporate Town Homes
Utilities Included §
$900 Monthly, $225 Weekly, $100 Weekends

801 W. Marcy * 267-6500
Big Spring, Texas 79720
Pool, Private Patios, Covered Parking
& Washer - Dryer Conn. =

2-3 Bedroom
“Remember...you deserve the best!!”

meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary’'s Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad.

women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

Support groups

THURSDAY
Q Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion

Q Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noon to 1 p.m.;

O The Fibromyalgia Autoimmune Disease Support
Group will meet on the second and fourth Thursday
of the month at noon in the Dora Roberts

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

TODAY

« Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

» Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City
Senior Citizen’'s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

 Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

—»Fraternal Orderof Eagles Aerie meets.at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge at 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

* Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman’s Restaurant.

« Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet
Shoppe.

+ Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

« Genealogy Society of Big Spring meets at 7 p.m.
in the Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

« “Oliver,” a community-wide musical production,
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Big Spring High School
auditorium. Tickets are $5 at the door.

» Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101
Lancaster.

» The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.
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Q Alzheimers Support Group meets at 2 p.m. on the | 10th and Golaid streets. Members may bring their Wednesday -

third Thursday of each month at The Texas State
Veterans Home, 1809 N. Hwy 87. For more informa-

own lunch. Call 267-1037 or 267-7281 for more infor-
mation.

tion call Orand Carroll 268-8387.

FRIDAY

O AA open discussion meeting from noon to 1 p.m.
at 605 Settles. Noon open Big Book study meeting, 8-9
p.m.

SATURDAY

Q Open discussion meeting, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m. Open podium/speakers meeting 615 Settles 8-9
p.m. Open birthday night, no smoking meeting the
last Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

note

a Relay For Life fund-raiser. Each letter will have a
North Pole postmark for a $5 donation. Contact Amber
Rich at 268-4960 for more information.

0O GARAGE AND BAKE SALE TO BENEFIT CIR-
CLE SIX RANCH IN STANTON is set for Friday and
Saturday at the ranch, which is located six miles north
of Stanton on Highway 137. Call 432-458-3467 for more
information. :

O AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTIN
RANGEL, son of Ione and Tim Rangel, has been set up
at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

O BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA is giving away an
autographed photograph of Michael Jordan, along
with two other Jordan magazine covers, to help with
medical costs of 12-year-old Sage Gibson, son of Big
Spring Junior High School assistant principal Tommy
Gibson, who has been diagnosed with a tumor. For an
update on Gibson’s condition visit
www.carepages.com/ServeCarePage?cpn=Sagepage&u
niq=923947. For more information about the Buffalo
Fina fund-raiser call 267-5050.

O THE BIG SPRING WEST TEXAS GIRL SCOUTS
COUNCIL SENIOR TROOP 266 is collecting stuffed
animals for Scenic Mountain Medical Center’s emer-
gency room. A collection box for the stuffed toys will
be at Seams-So-Nice in the Big Spring Mall. Or call
Laurie Peterson at 432-267-9773.

QO CHRIST’S COMMUNITY CHURCH is looking for
infant cars seats to be given to needy families. Call
Karen at 263-3517 or the church at 263-5683.

Q AN ORIGINAL SUE BAGWELL PAINTING will
be given away in Apr#l at the Heritage Museum.

Contact the museum at 267-8288 for more details.
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Correction

In Monday’s edition of the Big Spring Herald, an edi-
tiorial encouraging the community to attend the com-
munity production of “Oliver!” this weekend, Eric
Barton, who plays the role of Fagin, was identified as
a student at Coahoma Elementary School. He is in fact
a 17-year-old senior at Coahoma High School.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Tuesday night:
Winning numbers drawn: 3-13-16-27-30.
Number matching five of five: 2, -

‘Prize per winner: $17,883.

“Winning tickets sold i Hooks, Pampa Sk,

Next Cash 5 drawing: Wednesday night.
‘The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Tuesday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 2-4-2

Weather

Tonight - Mostly clear. Lows near 30. Southwest
winds near 10 mph.

Thursday - .Partly cloudy.
winds 10 to 15 mph.

Thursday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper
20s. East winds near 10 mph.

Friday - .Mostly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s. Light
and variable winds.

Friday night — Mostly cloudy. Lows near 30. -,

Saturday - .Partly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Saturday night — .Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.

Sunday - Mostly cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
rain. Highs near 60.

Sunday night — .Mostly cloudy with isolated show-
ers. Lows near 40.

Monday - Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.

Monday night - Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.

Tuesday - .Partly cloudy. Highs near 60.

Highs near 50. North

The Living Chrzstmas Tree

First United Methodist Church
December 4th & 5th, 2004

8:00 P.M. in the Sanctuary
Dress Rehearsal Open To Public
Saturday, December 4th at 2:00 P.M.

Tickets available in church office

(Free) Limited Seating Nursery available
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CRMWD

Continued from Page 1A

“At one or the other
location — or at both —
we have needed to pump
the water up-river over
dams at the intakes to
keep them submerged,”
Grant said, noting this
was the first time since
about 1996 that the

District has been able to

remove and beach the
barge at the Snyder
intake station. Barge
operations have been spo-
radically started and
stopped since 1997 at the
Spence Reservoir.

Inflow from November’s
rains reached 131,110
acre-feet over the week-
end. That brought the
yearly total for CRMWD
reservoirs to approxi-
mately 190,000 acre-feet,
or 89.86 percent of the
annual average. Total
reservoir storage Monday
morning was 370,500 acre-
feet, which is 29.13 per-
cent of maximum storage.

“The way this large slug
of water arrived at the

Rising lake levels allow boaters to access ramps

Special to the Herald

- Spence and Thomas.”

Area boaters may be happy to
know that the recent rains have
made access easier to reservoirs
Colorado
Municipal Water District.

“I am happy to report that our
recreation users will also see sub-
stantial benefits from this rain-
fall,” said John Grant, CRMWD
general manager. “We have been
chasing water levels with tempo-
rary boat rampsattwo-of the three
reservoirs for about five years. As
a result of these inflows, we were
able to pull the temporary ramps
and reopen permanent ramps at

within . the

River

remained

At Lake Thomas, the effects of
the drought on recreation were 'boat ramp
dramatic. Bull Creek Park was
closed. White Island and Southside
Park were kept open but all three
permanent ramps were impassable
at some time during the drought. A
temporary ramp was necessary to

“allow boat launching at Southside
Park. Today, Bull Creek Park and
that ramp remain closed, but per-_
manent ramps at White Island and
Southside are finally under water.

At the Spence Reservoir, all of
the parks except Rough Creek

open

drought, but a temporary ramp
was necessary because none of the

permit

through the

reservoirs should produce
a significant improve-
ment in quality,” Grant
said. “The District’s
diversion system serves
to protect the Spence
Reservoir from the river
low flows and the early
flows of rain events
which are high in dis-
solved solids. Because of
the system and the cumu-
lative effect of years of

quality

management

TEXAS BRIEFS

efforts, we are able to
intercept the poor quality
water for sale to oilfield
applications or evapora-
tion before it reaches the

reservoir.
“In West Texas, chlo-

rides are one of the most
significant components
that impact water quali-
y,” Grant said, pointing
out that chlorides at the
pump station intakes
were around 60 ppm at

Lako Thomas, about ’i()
ppm at the. Spence
Reservoir and 200 ppm at
the Ivie Reservoir. Grant
said the District will not
take quality samples at
the reservoirs until the
incoming water disperses

and mixes with the exist-

ing supply, but the chlo-
ride readings.are early
indicators of improve-
ment.

“Our supplies at Spence

permanent

ramps were under|

water. Today, Paint Creek Park |

is under water and

another five feet of water would |
use of the ramp' at the |
Wildcat Park.

If no further rains are received.in |
the near future, Grant said recre-
ation crews would begin searching |
for a suitable location for the tem-
porary ramp at Wildcat.

“Due to construction and desngn
boat ramps at the Ivie Reservoxr‘
will remain passable as long as |
there is any appreciable amount of
water in the lake but this addition-
al 60,000 acre-feet brought the
lake’s edge a lot closer to our recre-
atlon facxlmeb

Grant sand

dnd ’lhomas [)Iacll(d]l
doubled,’so the impact of
that quantity of high-qual-
ity water will be substan-
tial,” Grant predicted.
“Improvements in the
location and quality of
our supplies also trans-
late into savings, “ Grant
said, explaining that hav-
ing adequate supplies at
the closest reservoir,
eliminating pump-back
operations to keep intakes

[]
submerged and eliminat-
ing the need to blend
water for quality purpos-
es should result in lower
pumping costs.

“For all practical pur-
poses, Lake Thomas is the
highest it has been since
the onset of the current
drought,” Grant said, as
he listed the status of
each reservoir.

Lake J.B. Thomas
gained 10.52 vertical feet
and captured 33,640 acre-
feet of water . during
November. The lake now
contains 62,400 -acre-feet
and is 31.11 percent full,
its highest level since
February of 1993.

E.V. Spence Reservoir
rose 10.06 vertical feet and
captured .37,070 acre-feet
of water. The reservoir
contains 78,850 acre-feet
and is 15.24 percent full,
its highest level since
March 2001.

O.H. Ivie Reservoir has
risen 6.48 vertical feet and
captured 60,400 acre-feet
of water. The reservoir
contains 229,300 acre-feet
and' is 41,36 percent full,
marking its highest point
since July 2002.

PARADE

Continued from Page 1A

better,” she added. “From
what I understand, that’s
certainly been the case
since the parade was

encourage -you go come
join us in getting the
Christmas season started
with a bdng

‘Governor holds fate-of condemned-woman—

——Reed stressed that‘fhe

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — Gov. Rick Perry considered
Wednesday whether to accept the Texas parole
board’s rare recommendation that he keep convicted
murderer Frances Newton from becoming only the
fourth woman executed in the state since the Civil
War.

The Texas Board of Pardons and Paroles voted 5-1
Tuesday, favoring the 120-day reprieve sought by
Newton and her lawyers. Perry could concur with
the recommendation and postpone Newton’s sched-
uled trip to the death chamber Wednesday evening
or ignore it.

“The case is still under review,”
woman Kathy Walt said late Tuesday.

Newton, 39, was scheduled for lethal injection for
the slayings of her husband and two young children
more than 17 years ago.

“I didn’t kill my family,” Newton told The
Associated Press in a recent interview from death
row. “I just have to believe the truth is going to come
out. And I've kept that hope all this time, and I still
keep that hope.”

Her husband, Adrian, 23; son Alton, 7; and daugh-
ter Farrah, 20 months, were found shot to death at
the family’s Harris County apartment in April 1987.

Prosecutors said she hoped to collect $100,000 in life
insurance benefits on policies she recently had pur-
chased.

Newton’'s lawyers argued for the extra time to
investigate claims she may be innocent, that evi-
dence should be retested and that she had poor legal
representation at trial. ;

Perry spokes-

Police continue to investigate slayings

KILLEEN (AP) — A Fort Hood soldier suspected in
the Thanksgiving weekend slayings of four people,
including three strip club employees, told police he
videotaped two of the killings while another man did
the shooting, according to court documents released
Tuesday.

Timothy D. Payne, a private with the 4th Infantry
Division, and Richard L. Tabler, a former customer
at Teazers Gentlemen’s Club, were arraigned
Tuesday on capital murder charges and ordered held
on $4 million bond each, Bell County District
Attorney Henry Garza said.

Neither Smith nor Payne had attorneys by Tuesday
afternoon, a court clerk said.

According to the arrest warrant affidavits, Payne“

18, and Tabler, 25, used a video camera to capture
Tabler shooting the strip club’s manager, Mohamed-
amine Rahmouni, 25, and his friend, Haitham Frank
Zayed, 28, on Nov. 26. Two days later, two female
dancers were fatally shot.

It was not immediately clear if investigators had
seen the videotaped slayings. Bell County Sheriff
Dan Smith referred calls to Garza, who declined com-
ment on the evidence in the case.

Smith said Monday that authorities believe the vic-
tims were part of a revenge plot hatched by Tabler
after he was asked to stop visiting the club. Smith
‘“-|'said Tabler drew up a “hit list” of as many as nine
more targets.

Attorney looks into mom’s disorder

DALLAS (AP) — A woman who admitted Kkilling
her baby by severing the girl’'s arms had several
invasive brain surgeries as a youngster, her attorney
said Tuesday.

Attorney Dayid Haynes said he'’s requesting
decades-old medical records to see if the procedures
could have affected the mother’s mental state.

Dena Schlosser, 35, faces a capital murder charge
in the death of her 10-month-old daughter, Margaret.

Haynes said his .client remained disoriented and
was not competent to stand trial.

“She knows Maggie is dead, but what she under-
stands beyond that, I'm not too sure,” said Haynes,
who said he has met with the Plano mother three
times since he was appointed last week.
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Herald takes great pride

in sponsoring each year’s
Community Christmas
Parade and employees
strive to make every pro-
cession just a little better
than that which came
before.

“Last year was my first
in Big Spring and I can’t
begin to tell you how
impressed I was — not
only in the quality and
number of entries, but
how almost the entire
community turns out.to
watch,” Reed noted.

“It’s pretty obvious that
the community takes as
much interest in the
parade each year, because
it seems that your entries
continue to get better and

Ia P |
—eihangea

judged for

RN

encouraged.”
This year’s procession,
set to stroll down Gregg

Street at 5:30 p.m.
Saturday, will have 53
registered entries.
However, Elizabeth

Flores, the Herald’s coor-
dinator for the event,
stressed that late comers
are welcomed to get their
entries ‘decorated and
show up to be included in
the parade. Only regis-
tered entries will be
awards and
plaques.

“This is the communi-
ty’s parade,” .Flores
explained. “So even if you
weren't able to register an
entry, but want to take
part in the parade, we
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asked to make sure they
do not block the drive-
ways of homes in the
process of lining up for
the event and to make
sure they clean up any lit-
ter created during last-
minute preparations.

Participants will begin
lining up for the proces-
sion at 4 p.m. The Big
Spring High School and
Forsan High School bands
will need to arrive at 5
p.m.

The parade will start at
the corner of East 24th
and Gregg streets, moving
northward on Gregg
Street, take a right on
Sixth Street, go all the
way up to Main, take a
left on Main Street and

disperse around the cour-

thouse area.
“The parade

pretty

iouto is
long-—and that’s
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to view the parade Reed
said, adding that she
hopes everyone in the

community has an oppor-
tunity to either enter the
parade or view it.

“It looks like the weath-
er's going to be pretty
nice, but people need to
remember that it gets cold
pretty quickly .once the
sun begins to set in
December,” she added.
“So, remember to dress
warmly, bring a thermos
of coffee or hot chocolate
and head- downtown in
plenty of time to get a
good vantage point. We
really think you won’t
want to miss this parade
and we don’t want you to
miss it either.”

JOBS

Continued from Pgage 1A

the workforce.
“Employers should be
reminded the availability
of these workers includes
training and experience
in customer service and

computers.
can call the workforce
network for assistance
and to list jobs, or they
can log on at www.work-
intexas.com to manage
the system themselves.”
While the unemploy-
ment rate in' Howard
County stayed the same

Employers

RIDGE
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Federal Emergency
Management Agency
Director Joe Allbaugh;
Environmental Protection
Agency Administrator
Mike Leavitt, and White
House homeland security
adviser Fran Townsend.

Others are also believed
to be interested in the job,
including Asa
Hutchinson, undersecre-
tary for border and trans-
portation security in the
Homeland Security
Department.

Critics said Ridge’s lega-
cy is mixed at Homeiand
Security, a collection of 22
disparate federal agencies

with more than 180,000
employees. It includes
Citizenship and

Immigration Services, the
Customs Service, the
Coast Quard, the Secret
Service and the
Transportation Security
Administration, with™a
combined budget of $36
billion.

“He was dealt an impos-
sible hand,” said Richard
Clarke, the former top
counterterrorism adviser
to President Bush who
resigned last year. “He
was not allowed to make
some of the key decisions
about the beginning of the
department. I think any-
one would have failed
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under those circum-
stances.”

Although the Homeland
Security Department orig-
inally was envisioned as a
broker of intelligence
after the 2001 . terror
attacks, the Bush admin-
istration opted to estab-
lish a new terrorist
screening centr and ter-
rorist threat integration
center, set up at the FBI
and CIA respectively.

“Ridge is a personality.
He engendered extreme
loyalty in headquarters
staff,” said Dan Prieto, a
research  director at
Harvard University and

between September and
October, the Permian
Basin's rate dr()ppvd from
1.4 percent to 4.2 percent.
The statewide rate also
dropped, sliding from 5.5
percent to 5.3 percent,
while the national rate
remained the same at 5.1
percent

former Democratic
member for the House
Homeland Security
Committee. “Was he the

‘'right person to go out on

a limb, knock heads and
make sure the depart-
ment achieved this goal? |
would argue that he was-
e

Even loyalists to Ridge
acknowledge the next sec-
retary must work to unify
the organization, which
still uses hundreds of dif-
ferent computer networks
for systems such as intel-

ligence, accounting, pro-
curement and hiring.
Auditors have com-

plained about the depart-

In comparison, sur-
rounding counties report-
ed the following unem-
ployment rates: Andrews,
3 percent; Borden, 2.3 per-
cent; Dawson, 5.1 percent;

Ector, 5.1 percent;
Glasscock, 3.4 percent;
Martin, 3.5 percent; and

Midland, 3.2 percent.

staff

ment’'s spending controls
and the security of its
own computer networks.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

& Johnson 267

24th -8288

Jan Novyes, 71, died
Sunday. Funeral
Services were at 2:00 PM
Wednesday at Mvers &
Smith Chapel.

Robert Seago, 48, died
Sunday. Funeral
Service were at 4:00 PM
Wednesday at Myvers &
Smith Chapel. Burial
was at = Mt. - Olive
Memorial Park.

Full Moon Roofing would like to thank all our
customers, employees and families for
making 2004 our best year.
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for a redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

C(m oress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Blll McClellan

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher

News Editor
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Don’t miss out
onh one of our
best traditions
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The glorious days of the Fudgesicle

e, other night, just
before dropping off to.
sleep, my wife said she
wanted a Fudgesicle. 1
asked her if a Dumbo would do
instead. She said no, she wanted
a Fudgesicle.

Dumbo is the name
of an ice cream treat §
we had the first night
we were married. '
August 26, 1963. We
were in Chihuahua, §
Mexico on our way to
Magzatlan for our hon-
eymoon destination.
We had just finished
a meal of
chateaubriand and
beer and were taking
a walk in the neigh-
borhpod around the
hotel. We saw a man pushing an
ice cream cart with the name
Dumbo painted on the side of it.
We strolled over and bought a
Popsicle. As I recall, the flavor
resembled root beer. We kept the
popsicle wrappers for years as
souvenirs.
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Back to the other night. I told
her my favorite ice cream treat
was a bananasicle. It was likea
fudgesicle, but it had a banana fla-
vor.

My dad had a grocery store, so
when I was growing up I had all
the sweet goodies I wanted.
Anytime I felt like a bananasicle, I
just went to the ice cream box and
got one. But it wasn’t the same as
getting an ice cream goody from
the ice cream man who sold his
wares from a cart or truck.

The pushcart was my favorite.

It had bells hanging from the push
bar. When my playmates and I
heard the bells, our mouths began
to water as we anticipated the
good taste we were about to enjoy.
When the ice cream man finally
got to our street, we ran to it with
nickels in hand.

There is no sound like the sound
of the lid being opened on an ice
cream cart. It kind of thumps as
the man grabs the‘tound handle
on top and slowly pulls it up and
leans it back. As he does, swirls
of deliciously fragrant cold air

drift out from the depths of the-ice
box.
asks.

“What’ll you have, boys?” he

That starts an ice cream shop-

ping spree that can last as long as
five minutes. It takes a long time
to figure out the exact taste we

want. After all, Popsicles come
in a number of flavors.

I remember them being frozen
so hard we had to wait a second
or two for them to thaw out. Then
we tore off the wrappers and start-
ed enjoying the good taste of sum-
mer.

It didn’t take long to6 consume a
Fudgesicle. About the time you
got the first lick in, it started
melting and you had fudgesicle
residue around your moth, your
hands, sometimes down to your
elbows. But so what? It comes off
easy.

No, I didn’t get up and go get my
wife a Fudgesicle. Bat if I would
have done so, you can bet I would
have got a bananasicle for myself.
I promise the next time she asks
for a midnight Fudgesicle, I will
accommodate her. *
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and take the whole family to the event.

It takes place beginning Saturday and Sunday
in the First United Methodist Church sanctuary.
Many Crossroads area residents have seen this
highly inspirational production before, but for
those who have not, it is truly a holiday tradition

not to be missed.

end lt S the 26th year for the Living
Christmas Tree, you’ll want to be sure

An orchestra, more than 30 actors and some 100
singers will be perform, with the show centered

around

by Big Spring’s Sue Partee.

There is no charge to attend either of the two 8
p.m. performances of The Living Christmas Tree.
However, tickets must be obtained in advance to
ensure that there will be enough seating for those
planning to attend. A nursery will be available.
Tickets always go quickly, so don’t waste time

getting yours.

“Hope Comes Home,” which was written

Something else to note, there is also a 2 p.m.
dress rehearsal on Saturday which is open to the
public. No tickets are required for attendance.

Tickets may be obtained at the church’s

office,

located at 400 Scurry, or by calling the church at

267-6394.

The Living Christmas Tree is one of Big
Spring’s most wonderful holiday traditions.

Don’t miss it.

ADDRESSES

* GEORGE W. BUSH
President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

* JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington,
4305

Phone: 202-224-2934

DC 20510-

e RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th
Cong. District)

1510 Scurry

Big Spring

Phone: (432) 264-0722

* RICK PERRY

Governor

State Capitol, Room 2S.1
P.O. Box 12428

Austin, 78711

Phone: (512) 463-2000

* KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

* PETE LANEY

State Representative
Texas 85th District
P.O. Box 2910

Austin, 78768

Phone: (512) 463-0604

*KEL SELIGER

State Senator

401 Austin, suite 101
Big Spring, 79720
(432) 268-9909

263-2566.

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

OFFicE — 264-2200.

BeEN  LockHART, COUNTY
JUDGE — Home: 263- 4155
Office: 264-2202.

Emma BrOwN — Home:
267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-
0724, Work (Jerry's
Barbers): 267-5471.

BiLL CrROOKER — Home:

GARY SIMER — Home: 263-

0269; Work (Ponderosa
Nursery): 263-4441.

BIG SPRING

CITY COUNCIL

Russ McEweN, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work
(Russ McEwen Insurance):
267-1413.

GReG BippisoNn — Home:
267-6009; -Work (Greg's

Grill): 267-7121.

W.A.
Home:

(BSSH): 267-8216.

STEPHANIE

HoRrTON

“WoopnY” JUMPER —
263-0782;

Work

Home: 264-0306; Work (VA
Medical Center): 263-7361..
JOANN StAauLcup — Home:

263-4980.

GLoriA McDoNALD — Home:

263-4835.

JoANN Knox — Home: 816-
9083; Work (BSISD):

3635.
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A SMALL PRAYER

4

by K. Rae Anderson

Dear Lord, may we take Your advice to our hearts.

Amen

et

ARFON BENN DURNAL

Inside report Gramm for treasury

ith Treasury Secretary

John Snow’s continua-

tion in office uncer-

tain, the White House
is seriously considering former
Sen. Phil Gramm of
Texas as his possible
SuCCcessor.

President Bush has
never been an inti-
mate of Gramm's, and
did not think of him
for Treasury four
years ago when he
made the disastrous
choice of industrialist
Paul O’Neill.
However, according
to sources close to the
president, he is giv-
ing his fellow Texan a serious
look this time. Gramm is now an
investment banker.

Snow at the Treasury has been a
hard worker who loyally presses
the Bush program. However, there
are complaints inside and outside
the administration that the ex-rail-
road executive is not equipped for

ROBERT
NOVAK

many Treasury duties, especially

international monetary affairs.
Gramm is a Ph.D. in economics
and a former professor.

Contrary to Capitol Hill rumors,
House Judiciary Committee
Chairman James Sensenbrenner
did not reject President Bush's
plea to yield on the 9/11 intelli
gence reform bill. Instead, they
agreed on a compromise that was
rebuffed by senators.

Bush, on his way to Chile, tele-
phoned Sensenbrenner and asked
him, because of Senate opposition,
to drop the provision forbidding
driver’s licenses to illegal aliens.
Sensenbrenner agreed, in return
for the president’s approval of
other immigration and law

enforcement provisions. However,
Sen. Susan Collins, the lead sena-
tor on the 9/11 Senate-House con-
ference, refused to go along.

As a result, the conferees accept-
ed a bill similar to the Senate ver-
sion that is dead on arrival in the
House. Speaker Dennis Hastert
pulled the bill last weekend after
the House Republican Conference
expressed opposition. Congress
will try again to agree after it
returns following Thanksgiving.

To show that President Bush is
serious about reducing govern-
ment spending, the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) is
asking government departments to
propose deep cuts.

Each agency is supposed to pre-
pare a budget 5 percent lower than
last year's request for all non-
Defense and non-Homeland
Security spending. They also are
preparing an extreme ("nuclear”)
option proposing 10 percent reduc-
tions.

A footnote: As expected,
President Bush has retained
Joshua Bolten as OMB director.
That is another disappointment
for outgoing conservative Rep.
Patrick Toomey, who lost his cam-
paign to oust Sen. Arlen Specter
in the Pennsylvania primary after
Bush supported Specter. Toomey,
a strong fiscal conservative, want-
ed the OMB post.
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Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada, who
will become Democratic leader in
the next Congress, won a battle of
wills in the lame-duck session by
getting his science adviser,
Gregory Jaczko, a seat on the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) without being confirmed by
the Senate.

Jaczko, a 34-year-old physicist,
like Reid opposes the Yucca

Mountain nuclear waste reposito-
ry in Nevada. With Jaczko
opposed by the nuclear industry
and nearly all Republican sena-
tors, Reid in retaliation held up
dozens of President Bush’s nomi-
nations in the lame-duck session.
Reid released his hold after the
White House agreed to put Jaczko
on the NRC with a recess nomina-
‘tion made when Congress is not in
session. That will not please Sen.
” James Inhofe, chairman of the
Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee, who refused to
give <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>