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Salvation Army uheasy over fewer Angel Tree applicants

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

Although the Salvation Army
finished taking applications for

its annual Angel Tree program
last week, recent layoffs at

,StarTek and the uncertainty sur-

rounding the future of the Big
Spring State Hospital has the
organization’s leaders leery to
call it complete.

R ik

300 appllcatlons at thlS pomt

which is almost 100 less than we

“People who have been effected by the Iayoﬂs or
the feasibility study at the state hospital can still
call and apply. We're going to sort of leave the
back door open for these folks.” \

Capt Russ Keeney

was last week, but the recent
layoffs and situation with the

“People who have been effected
by the layoffs or the feasibility
study at. the state hospital can
still call and apply. We're going
to sort of leave the back door
open for these folks.”

Keeney said the drop in the
number of applications com-
pared to last year isn’t an indica-
tion of better economic times,
just that area residents don’t

took last year,” said Capt. Russ
Keeney. “The deadline to sign up

state hospital has us a little bit

“We’ve taken approximately worried

See APPLY, Page 3A

PARTLY CLOUDY

B —— Student records
INSIDE system flawed

at Big Spring ISD

Administrators working
on solving software woes

By KENDRA WISS
Staff Writer

Big Spring High School students and par-
ents alike have voiced a concern about the
school’s Chancery SMS (Student Manage-

ment Sol-
“When all

utions).
The Chancery .

SMS is the portions of

computer soft- | the system

Suzanne Wade, H-E-B
president for food and
drug, visits thé Big
Spring grocery story to
begin a year-long cele-
bration of the compa-

ny’s 100th anniversary. ware  system
Page 1C that organizes are in place
and tracks stu- :
BRIEFLY d ey A
ance, sched- | jng students, Michael |
. ules and 4
Blood drive slated Srades teachers, Downes

Y Thist s an' ‘
excellent but parents and ‘

f‘la\geéi system,”  administrators will |
sai ig Sprin . . o<1
Independent  greatly enjoy its use.”
School. District T S e ST
Superintendent Michael Downes.

The district noticed the problems when the
systems were used for the first time.

“We have had over 70 incident reports sub-
mitted to the company. Forty-six of these
issues have already been resolved,” said
Downes.

The Rotary Club of
Big Spring and United
Blood Services will be
conducting a blood
drive from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Tuesday in the
Fireside Room of the
Howard College . ! !
Student Union - i o0 —
Building. P ¢

UBS officials have
noted that they must
collect 300 units of
blood each week just
to meet the needs of
hospitals in this area.
Included among those
hospitals are Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center and the VA
Hospital in Big Spring.

As usual, the crucial
factor will be finding
volunteers willing to
take a few minutes out
of one day to donate.

For more informa-

HERALD PHOTO/Kendra Wiss
Big Spring Independent School District Technology Director Corey Wood looks over completed
grade verification reports with Public Education Information Management Systems (PEIMS)
Coordinator Vickie Cheyne in the technology office. The district is verifying all six weeks grades to
be sure of accuracy in the school’'s Student Management System.

Commission to dispose of Big Sprmg Texas Guard Armory

HERALD Staff Report

See BSISD, Page 5A

Columbus, Odessa and Orange. YT U
The decision to close the | i ‘
armories, made by Lt. Gen.
Wayne D. Marty, Adjutant
General of Texas, was based on
Army reorganization and popula-
tion shifts.
“First,

The Big Spring Texas Army
National Guard Armory, which
has not been in use for more
than two years, is among eight
which have officially been

declared “excess” and will be dis- a decision by the

tion concerning the posed of. Department of Defense to reorga-

blood drive or to According to the Texas nize the United States Army into

schedule a time to give | National Guard, the other a smaller, more mobile force has * HERALD photo, Thomas Jenkins .
blood, call the UBS armories are located in Atlanta, The Big Spring Texas Army National Guard Armory is one of eight which

office in Midland at Athens, Brady, Coleman, See ARMORY, Page 8A have been declared “excess.” ;

432-561-5539.
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13.

The doors at
the Stampede
open at 8 a.m.
and the dance
is set from 9
p.m. until 1
a.m. Tickets are $10 per
person.

“Hoyle and Ben Nix
were pioneer musicians
in West Texas and this is
an opportunity to honor
them and to remember
the music the way it was

NIX

Tommy Harvell of Oak
Creek on guitar, Charlie
Smith on banjo, one of the
original West Texas
Cowboys, Raymond
McKee, who will “lend a
hand to music,” Larry
Nix on guitar and Amy
Hale on drums.

“About 10:15 or so, we're
going to step back in time
and do the old songs the
way we used to many,
many years ago,” Nix

INDEX
«sc | annual tribute at Stampede
Classified 6-8C | By MARSHA.STURDIVANT then,” said Jody Nix, |
Features Editor Hoyle’s son. |
: et This reunion will gather
Life 1-3C A grand o}’ time of good  joqy Nix and the Texas
memories and good music - cowboys with some of the
Obituaries 2A | marks the ninth annual rjginal  West Texas
Hoyle and Ben Cowboys.
Opinion aa | Nix and the Scheduled to perform
(VYQSt bTe};az are Dusty Stewart of
-0 WDO Houston on steel guitar,
Sports 1-4B Tribute Nov. .

Courtesy photo

Bob Wills, left, and Hoyle Nix appear in a vintage photo. November 13, the ninth annual

Hoyle and Ben Nix Tribute will be held at the Stampede. Tickets are $10 per person. The

See TRIBUTE, Page 5A

musicfest will begin at 9 p.m. and run until 1 a.m.

2004 Ford F350 Crew Cab 4X4 Lariat

BOB BROCK FORD

6.8 Liter V-10 » FX4 Pkg. * Loamor «CD tain Chairs * Heated Seats * More
i Lincoln-Mercury

Sale Price - ‘8025

i
- ; i = Ask About Commercial Rebate And Other Available Rebates = Total Available
3

500 W. 1th 267-71421

Savings

Big Spring. Texas



http://www.bigsprlngherald.com

2A
Obituaries

Jerry Roman

Jerry Roman, 70, of Knott, died on Tuesday, Nov. 4,
2004, at his residence. Funeral services will be held at
2 p.m. Monday, Nov. 8, 2004, at the Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Rosewood Chapel with Larry Marshall, minis-
ter of the Knott Church of Christ, officiating.
Interment will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

The family will receive friends from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday at the funeral home.

He was born on Oct. 2, 1934, in Big Spring and mar-
ried Leona Lancaster on Sept. 10, 1954 in Knott. She
preceded him in death on April 12, 1998.

Jerry had farmed in the Knott community. He was
an avid fisherman and enjoyed watching sporting

events. He was a member of First Baptist Church of

Knott; a- member of the Knott Volunteer Fire
Department and served as a director on the Howard
County Fair Board and Farmer’s Co-op Gin in Knott
for many years.

Survivors include two daughters and sons-in-law,
Leah and Ricky Hughes of Big Spring and Rene’ and

‘Joe Paul Beall of Knott; one sister, Joyce Walker of

Big Spring; one brother, Bobby Roman of Midland;

four grandchildren, Wes Hughes and wife Kim of
Knott, Kara Crenshaw and husband, Bucky of

Midland, Jerrod Beall and wife, Stacy of Big Spring,
Stuart Beall of San Angelo and two great-grandchil-
dren, Colten Hughes and Hailey Beall.

He was also preceded in death by his parents, Fred
and Velma Roman.

His family suggests memorials to Comfort Keepers,
7768 CR 1152, Snyder, 79549 or to Odyssey Hospice,
1003 E. FM 700, Big Spring 79720.

Arrangements under the direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of Big Spring.
Online condolences can be made at

www.npwelch.com.
Paid obituary

Sarah Bryant ‘

Sarah Bryant, 72, of Big Spring, died on Friday, Nov.
5, 2004, at

her residence. Funeral services will be 10 a.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2004, at the Kingdom Hall ofJehovah
Witness.

Rodolfo Brito

Rodolfo Brito, 80, of Big Spring died Friday, Nov. 5,
2004. Services are pending with Myers & Smith
Funeral Home.

Support groups

MONDAY

& All widows and-widewers are inwited to attend the
Eficourager’s Support group meeting at 6 p.m. at
F&n 4g 'Gafateria. _Call 398-5522 for more information.

TUESDAY

4 The Mul,f/ple Sclerosis Support Group meets at 7
p.m. the last Tuesday of each month in the College
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1005 Birdwell Lane.
Call Tracey at 263-4948 for more information.

THURSDAY

O Narcotics Anonymous, non-smoking discussion
meeting, 8- 9 p.m., at St. Mary's Episcopal Church,
1001 Goliad.

Q0 Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, noonto 1 p.m.;
women’s meeting; 6:30-7:30 p.m. Non-smoking closed
discussion meeting, 8-9 p.m.

Weather

Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 70s.
Northeast winds near10 mph.

Sunday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the upper 40s.
East winds near 10 mph.

Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs 65 to 70. East winds
near 10 mph.

Monday night...Partly cloudy. Lows near 50.

Tuesday...Partly cloudy with isolated showers.
Highs in the mid 60s.

Tuesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 40s.

Wednesday...Partly cloudy. Highs near 70.

Wednesday night...Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.

Veterans day...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s.

Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows near 40.

Friday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 50s.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Friday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 5-12-13-15-21.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $45,945.

Winning tickets sold in: Splendora.

Matching four of five: 170. Prize: $122.

Matching three of five: 5,526. Prize: $9.

Matching two of five: 51,331. Prize: $2.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Saturday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Friday after-
noon by the Texas Lottery, in order: 3-5-1

I Have Your F ireplace
g Checked Now!

LOCAL
Police' blotter

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol-
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Friday and 10 a.m.
today:

+ JAMES KING, 59, of 4100 Parkway, was arrested
Friday on a charge of driving while license invalid.

* DONALD REY WALKER, 48, of 1002 North Main,

was arrested Friday on a charge of possession of a
dangerous drug.

« DEBRA DENISE AUSBIE, 44, of 903 Sgt. Peradez,
was arrested Friday on a charge of possession of a
dangerous drug.

« BUFORD LADELL HOWELL JR., 48, of 500
Gregg, was arrested Friday on a charge of public
intoxication.

* EDWARD SANCHEZ, 43, of 1106 Wood, was arrest-
ed Saturday on municipal warrants and on a charge of
public intoxication. )

« HECTOR URIAS, 37, of 25112 Dow Drive, was
arrested Saturday on a charge of public intoxication.

* BURGLARY OF A HABITATION was reported in
the 700 block of Seventh Street.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:

- in the 2600 block of Fairchild.

- in the 1600 block of 17th Street.

+ CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 400
block of Fourth Street.

. DRIVING WHILE LICENSE
SUSPENDED/INVALID was reported in the 1500
block of Wasson.

+ POSSESSION/CONSUMPTION OF TOBACCO
BY A MINOR was reported in the 700 block of 11th
Place.

« THEFT was reported in the 1800 block of Gregg.

» UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A VEHICLE was
reported in the 100 block of Third Street.

Take note

O ELBOW ELEMENTARY IS GIVING AWAY A
METAL BUFFALO YARD SIGN Friday during the
Veteran’s Day assembly, with all proceeds to go to
Tristan Rangel, an Elbow Elementary kindergartener
diagnosed with leukemia,

0 MOSS ELENTARY PTA VETERAN’'S PRO- .

GRAM is set for Thursday begining at 8:45 a.m. with
a brunch to follow. Veteran's Day posters, essays and
the Wall of Heroes will be on display. All veterans are
invited. Call the school at 267-4148 or Leigh-Anne
Benson at 267-4650 for more information.

0 ALL COAHOMA EXES MEET AT THE SPAN- -

ISH INN TUESDAY at 7 p.m. to discuss homecoming
2006. Call Loma Jean Wynn at 394-4585 for more infor-
mation.

O VETERAN’'S APPRECIATION OPEN HOUSE
sponsored by the Comanche Trail Nursing Center and

. Hangar 25 Air Museum is set for 4-6 p.m. Thuxsday at

the museum, 1911 Apron Dr.

0 VENDORS NEEDED FOR CANTERBURY
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR set for 9 a.m. until
3 .m. Dec. 4. Call Mandy at 263-1265. Space is limited.

O AN ACCOUNT TO BENEFIT TRISTAN
RANGEL, son of Ione and Tim Rangel, has been set
up at the Big Spring Government Employees Federal
Credit Union, 2204 Gregg St., account No. 529903, to
help with medical expenses. He has been diagnosed
with acute lymphocytic leukemia and is in a Lubbock
hospital.

0O FALL IN LOVE WITH READING at Washington
Elementary begins at 6 p.m. Tuesday. This is a com-
munity of heroes family reading event. All parents are
invited. Call Washington Elementary at 264-4126 for
more information.

Q A COMMUNITY-WIDE FLEA MARKET AND

ARTS AND CRAFTS SALE to benefit a local family
is set for 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Nov. 13 at the County
Show Barn in Gail. Call 806-756-4432 for more infor-
mation.

O BUFFALO COUNTRY FINA is giving away an
autographed photograph of Michael Jordan, along
with two other Jordan magazine covers, to help with
medical costs of 12-year-old Sage Gibson, son of Big
Spring Junior High School assistant principal Tommy
Gibson, who has been diagnosed with a tumor. For an
update on Gibson’s
www.carepages.com/ServeCarePage?cpn=Sagepage&u
niq=923947. For more information about the Buffalo
Fina fund-raiser call 267-5050.

QO MARCY ELEMENTARY PARENTS/TEACHERS |

ORGANIZATION is hosting a Veteran’s Day Brunch
for all veteran’s in the community from 9-10:30 a.m.
Thursday. The food is free to all veterans and there
will also be a music program provided by Marcy
Elementary students.

O THE FAMILY OF MICHAEL STEADHAM is in
need of help to pay for his funeral expenses. Friends
of the family say he had no insurance and died sud-
denly. An account has been established at the Cosden
Federal Credit Union for those wishing to help the
family. For more information, call 264-0838 or 264-2600.

------1

1 Bill's Flreplace Centerl

GERMANIA FAm MUTUAL

Fowler Insurance
Agency

e o s o 2 e # Jowd

432-393-5712
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condition  visit .

Bulletin board

If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the
Herald news room at 263-7331 or email
editor@bigspringherald.com

MONDAY

« Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center for Sit and Be Fit Chair Aerobics.
Those 50 years and older are invited to attend. Call
268-4721. A ,

+.Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. 21 meets at
5 p.m: in the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation Center, 306
W. Third for weigh-in. The meeting begins at 5:30
p.m. Call 1-800-392-8677 or 263-0391 or 263-1758.

* Big Spring Band Boosters meet at 5:30 p.m. in the
Big Spring High School band hall.

« Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) No. TX 1756
meets at 5:30 p.m. Monday in the 11th and Birdwell
Lane Church of Christ. A different program is
offered every week, and anyone 7 years'old or older
is welcome to attend. Please enter through the north-
west door. Call 263-2786 for more information.

* Coahoma Lions Club meets at 6 p.m. in the
Coahoma Community Center at 306 North Ave.

» Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. in the La
Posada Restaurant.

« Archeology Society for Howard and Borden coun-
ties meets at 7 p.m. in the Howard County Library
Community Room in the basement. Call 270-2615 for

| more information.

» Concerned Citizens Councii meets at 7 p.m. at 500
S. Main St., in the Dorothy Lamb Meeting Room of
the Howard County Library. The public is welcome.

* Big Spring Commandery No. 31 meets at 7:30 p.m.
at the Masonic Temple at 221 1/2 Main St. Dinner
begins at 6:30 p.m.

« Big Spring Assembly No. 211 Social Order of ‘

Beauceant meets at 7:30 p.m. in the Masonic Temple
at 221 1/2 Main St. Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m.

- TUESDAY
"« Intermediate Line dance classes begin at9a.m. in
the Spring City Senior Citizen’'s Center. Call 267-1628.
 Howard-Glasscock Counties American Cancer
Society ‘director’s meeting in the dining room at
Scenic Mountain .Medical Center at noon. Call

,Sherry Hodnett at 264-7599 for more information.

» Big ‘Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

»» A Stitchin’ Time Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at
Primitive Baptist Church, 201 E. 24th St. Everyone is
invited to learn and share sewing skills, and portable
sewing machines are welcome. Call Kay Sikes at 394-
4835 for more information.

* Open House at Home Hospice, 5:30-6:30, 111 E.
Seventh. Special guest speaker Hank Dunn, author of
“Hard Choices for Loving People” will present
“Helping Patients  and Families Make End-Life
Decisions,” from 7-9 p.m. at First Presbyterian

Church.' Call Sherry Hodnett, 264-7599, for more’

information.

WEDNESDAY

* Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane.

* Senior Circle meets at 11 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for Stretch and Tone. Call
268-4721. .

* Downtown Lions Club meets at noon at the
Howard College Caetus Room.

* Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. at the Spring City
Senior Citizen’s Center in the Industrial Park. Call
267-6966 or 267-1628.

* Duplicate Bridge Club meets at 1 p.m. in the Big
Spring Country Club.

» Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. in
the Eagles Lodge, 703 W. Third.

THURSDAY

* Veteran'’s Day. ,

* Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060
meets at 7 a.m. in Herman'’s Restaurant.

» Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. in Gale’s Sweet
Shoppe.

+ Kiwanis Club. meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room, 1001 Birdwell Lane. Call 267-
6479.

* Friends of the Library meets at noon in the
Howard County Library, 500 S. Main.

* Big Spring Main Street meets at noon in the
Railroad . Museumm located at Second and Main
streets. :

* American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at
3203 W. Highway 80.

* The Prospector’s Club meets at 7:30 p.m. at 606 E.
Third St. The public is invited to these meetings. For,
more information contact Lola Lamb at 263-3340 or
Doyle and Virginia McClain at 263-8407.

* Masonic Lodge 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101
Lancaster.

* Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 219 Main
St.
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By KENDRA WISS
Staff Writer

Big Spring Junior High has
received new concrete to help
stabilize its once sinking
foundation.

Last year,. the school com-
pleted a $187,500 project to
repair damage that occurred
from movement of the build-
ing’s foundation. The district
spent more than four months
rebuilding the two girls’ lock-
er rooms, which had to be
redone because of the build-
ing shifting. The district tore
down the rooms and started
over using lighter materials
and pillars to prevent the
building from sinking any
more.

This latest project com-
pletes the district’s effort to
protect the building’s founda-
tion.

“This is a pre-emptive
move on the part of the dis-
trict to prevent the building

Commissioners to discuss Extension vacancy

from sinking,” said Big
Spring Independent School
District Superintendent
Michael Downes. “The school
receives monthly engineer-
ing reports and the founda-
tion is now stable.”

Howard Stewart, trans-
portation and auxiliary per-
sonnel director for Big
Spring ISD, surpervised the
concrete project. Stewart said

the school had a problem.

with water getting to the
school’s foundation.

“The northeast corner of
the building now has a water
run off so water can’t get to
the school’s foundation,” said
Stewart.

“This will be a good test to
see if the water is adequately
routed away from the build-
ing since we've had lots of
rain lately,” he added.

Built in 1999, the junior
high has seen its share of dif-
ficulty. The building’s foun-

LOoCAL
Concrete hoped to prevent more problems at junlor high

dation was poured on top of a
filled canyon, unbeknownst
to construction and school
personnel.

It was only when the prob-
lem became noticeably visi-
ble that an investigation into
what lay under the building
was conducted.

In 2000, the district filed a |

lawsuit against Terracon, the

company that performed the §

core samples and reported it
had found the site suitable

for construction. Later, all B

parties involved with the
original construction of the
building were brought into
the lawsuit.

In October of 2002, trustees
settled the two-year-old suit
for $1.5 million in recupera-
tive costs.

Contact Staff Writer Kendra
Wiss at 263-7331 ext. 234 or by e-
mail at reporter@bigspringher-
ald.com

3A

HERALD photo/Kendra Wiss
Big Spring Junior High School Principal Coby Norman and Grades Clerk Patricia
Shanks check to see that the water is being adequately drained away from the
building’'s foundation. The concrete project was completed last week.

By THOMAS JENKINS
Staff Writer

The Family and
Consumer Sciences office
with the Howard County
Extension Office may not
be empty much longer fol-
lowing Monday’s meeting
of the Howard County
Commissioners.

County Extension Agent
Tommy Yeater is expect-
ed to request permission
from the commissioners

to begin efforts to fill the
office, which has been
vacant since former agent
Katie Walker left in
August of 2003.
Commissioners decided
at that time to leave the
position vacant in an
effort to save an already
stretched budget.
However, during budget
sessions in early 2004,
Yeater approached the
commissioners to refill

the position. The commis-
sioners allotted funds to
cover the hiring as part of
the 2004 budget.

Also on Monday’s meet-
ing, County Auditor
Jackie Olson will be pre-
senting routine items,
including invoices, pur-
chase requests and budget
amendments. Also on the
list of routine agenda
items are personnel con-
siderations and a payroll

report, to be presented by
Teresa Thomas, treasurer
for the county.

Road and Bridge
Administrator Eddy
Jameson is also slated to
report on pipeline cross-
ings and road mainte-
nance. Also on the agen-
da, Phil Furqueron, con-
struction administrator
for the county, will pre-
sent a report on renova-
tions made at the county

APPLY

Continued from Page 1A

have their minds on the
Christmas holiday yet.
“With the election and
everything else that's
been going on, 1 don’t
think a lot of people are

really thinking about
Christmas yet,” said
Keeney. “We know the

need is there, and there’s
a lot of 'work to be done

' Re-employment meeting set Monday
The Big Spring Workforce Network will be offering a “re-

.| employment meeting” Monday for employees who have

| been affected by the recent layoffs at StarTek.

| The re-employment meeting will be held from 1 p.m. until

! 3 p.m. The Big Spring Workforce Network is located at 310
| Owens. For more information, call 263-8373.A similar meet- |

| ing will be held at 9 a.m. Wednesday in the Lamesa

| Workforce Network at 200 N. Third Street.

| ; .

gram will be “kicked off”
nationally at the Dallas
Cowboys football game on
Nov. 25, but he and his
staff have plans to sneak

a few extra days in this
year.

“We'll actually set up
the kettles and get the
program going on Nov.

15,” said Keeney. “On
Nov. 26 we'll also have a
brass band playing to sort
of kick things off at the
Wal-Mart Supercenter
and help get people in the
Christmas mood.”

For more information
on volunteering or these
programs, call 267-8239.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas dJenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at citydesk@bigspringher-
ald.com

courthouse and library.
Police Department rep-
resentative Lt. Terry
Chamness is also expect-
ed to make a presentation
to the commissioners con-
cerning emergency man-
agement grant funding.
The meeting is expected
to get under way at 10
a.m. in the commission-
ers’ courtroom, located on
the second floor of the
county courthouse.

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson 267-8288
Danny Priest, 46, died
Wednesday. Funeral
Services were at 1:30 PM
Saturday at Myers &
Smith Chapel. Burial
was at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park.

Rodolfo Brito, 80, died
Friday. Services are
pending with Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Precinct 1 Voters

Thank You

for your votes & support

God Bless Everyone Of You!
Gracias!

Commissioner Emma Puga Brown

Pd. Pol. Ad Emma Puga Brown, 1508 Oriole, Big Spring, TX

10150

between now and Dec.

29,

A lot of work indeed, as
the Salvation Army gears
up for one of its biggest
days of the year —
Thanksgiving.

“We’ll be going to HEB
with our grocery list in
the next week or so,” said
Keeney. “We're expecting
to prepare around 400
meals for Thanksgiving
Day, both for the people
that come here to eat and
the those we deliver to the
homebound people in the
area.” :

Keeney said he’ll be able
to keep his attention on
the Angel Tree and Kettle
programs thanks to
Delores Albert, who will
once again head up the
kitchen and serving staff
for the Thanksgiving din-
ner, which will be served
on .- Nov. 25 .at the
Salvation Army office,
located at 811 W Fifth
Street.

“Anyone who would
like to volunteer to deliv-
er meals or help in the
kitchen is more than wel-
come,” said Keeney with
a laugh. “Also, if people
would like to donate
turkeys for the dinner,
that would certainly
help.”

Also on the Salvation
Army’s holiday agenda is
the annual Kettle pro-
gram, which is a major
source of funding for the
charitable organization.

Keeney said the pro-

401 S. Main 263-7480
Movie Hot Line: 263-2479
For Showtimes For Friday

Admission Adults: $6.00
Child, Senfor & Matinee: $4.00

FOR
MOVIE SHOWTIMES
CALL 263-2479
OR VISIT OUR

10084

Ed Home Hospice

Invites you to our
Big Spring Office
Open House

Visit with

Natjonally-Acclaimed

Rev. Hank Dunn

Chamber Kibbon-Cutting

Author

Join us for:

Refreshments

Doorprizes

‘l 11 E. 7th Street, Ste. A

l

hOON o0 <0OZ

5: 00pm-7 00pm




A8

OPINION

BiG SPRING HERALD

Weekend Edition, November 6-7, 2004

DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridg-
ing the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.” :

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board of the Big
Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher

Bill McClellan
News Editor

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

s OUR VIEWS

Start getting your
Christmas parade
entries registered

t’s not too early to think about it now. In
fact, now is exactly the right time to make
plans for the Big Spring Herald’s 19th annu-

, al Crossroads Community Christmas
Parade, which we plan on making the biggest
and best Big Spring has ever seen.

After all, this year we celebrated our 100th
anniversary. That means this will be the 100th
Christmas season that the newspaper has served
our community. And in keeping with that
thought, the theme for this year’s parade will be
“100 Years of West Texas Christmases.”

Entry forms now appear on our pages on a reg-
ular basis, and one is included in today’s edition.
So, it’s time for individuals, businesses and orga-
nizations to begin registering entries for the
parade which is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 4..

The deadline for registering your entries is
Nov. 19.

The parade will begin at 5:30 p.m. and follow its
usual route up Gregg Street to downtown, arriv-
ing at the courthouse square in time for the
Christmas celebration scheduled at Heart of the
City Park.

Parade entries will be judged and plaques
awarded to first-place winners in four categories:
those sponsored by schools and churches; com-
mercial and manufacturers’ entries; those spon-
sored by civic organizations; and individual or
family entries.

In addition, the three entries will receive cash
prizes — $100 for the entry best expressing the
parade theme; $75 for the best lighted entry; and
$50 for the best costuming.

We're encouraging church groups, service
clubs, riding clubs, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
...anyone and everyone to planning an entry and
get registered.

And don’t forget to light those entries.

We want the Crossroads Community Christmas
Parade to continue being known as one of the
largest and best events of its kind. But we need
your help.

Please join us in making sure that this is not
only an historic year for the Herald, but a very,
very memorable Christmas season for us all.

How To ContAaCT US

e e

The Herald is always interested in our readers' opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer
several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail Managing Editor John A. Moseley at

editor@bigspringherald.com or News Editor Bill McClellan
-at newsdesk@crcom.net.

» By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

Seven scattered thoughts on the
recent election:

1. With the re-election of George
W. Bush and the illness of Chief
Justice William Rehnquist, there.
has been a lot of talk, especially
among the media, about how Bush
now has a chance to
make the court more
conservative.

But it’s not-that .
easy. Rehnquist is
very conservative —
he was one of two
justices to vote
against Roe vs. Wade
— but replacing him
with another conser-
vative would not
change the political
makeup of the court.
In fact, it might be oo et oo
hard for Bush to get
a nominee as conservative as
Rehnquist through the Senate.

What Bush needs to make the
court more conservative is for
moderate or liberal justices to
resign — John Paul Stevens or
Ruth Bader Ginsburg — and
replace them with conservatives.

Otherwise, the court is unlikely
to change much.

2. But does Bush really want
change that favors conservatives,
or does he want to “reach out”
and “heal” the nation?

Well; I wouldn’t make too much
out of all this healing talk. Bush

was elected by conservatives who
expect to be rewarded with conser-
vative legislation, canservative
judicial appointments and conserv-
ative constitutional amendments.

3. John Kerry gave a very gra-
cious concession speech, and he
even choked up at one point.
When he did, a thought struck me,
however: Now he shows human
emotion? In his concession
speech? Maybe he should have
shown a little emotion over the
last year or so.

4. 1 have said it before and will
say it again: Voters almost always

* choose the more likeable (or more

likeable seeming) candidate for
president. This election was no
exception.

5. Rarely has an incumbent pres-
ident received more bad news
before an election: fatalities in
Iraq, shortage of flu vaccine, high
gasoline prices, the Abu Graib
scandal, the Halliburton investiga-
tion, three badly reviewed debate
performances ... the list could go
on and on. But George W. Bush
won anyway.

Why? Values, values, values. His
were more in tune with voters’
than were John Kerry’s. What can
the Democrats do about this? Well,
[ suppose they could try to amend
the Constitution so Bill Clinton
could run again. Or they could try
to find a candidate who can appeal
to moderate as well as liberal vot-

Election thought from Rehnquist to Kerry

ers.

Sure, if Kerry had won Florida,
he could have been president with-
out winning a single other
Southern state. But wouldn't it be
nice for the Democrats if they
could find a candidate who was
even slightly viable in the South?

6. One lesson of 2004 may be
this: As both John Kerry and
Howard Dean learned, building a
coalition that depends on a high
turnout of first-time and young
voters is a very dicey proposition.

7. Once again, a legislator has
lost in his bid for the presidency.
Only three times in our history
has a member of the House or
Senate been elected directly to the
presidency: James Garfield,
Warren Harding and John
Kennedy. (All three died in office,
but that is a coincidence.) Why? It
may be that legislators have to
compromise so much and have to
defend so many votes that they get
torn apart in the general election.
Governors don’t have that prob-
lem.

To find out more about Roger
Simon, and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

. © 2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC. :

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

« Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

» We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

» We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

« Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can also be e-
mailed to editor@bigspringherald.com

A SMALL PRAYER

by K. Rae Anderson
May we come to you, Lord, and bring a friend along.

Amen
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A better Bush by becoming more democratic

he victory is sweet and

big, but the job ahead will

be more difficult than it

has to be because
President Bush has failed to unite
a country soured by political divi-
sion.

Both parties have
been guilty of lobbing
cheap personal shots
at the other team.
With the campaign
now over, Bush
should rededicate
himself to his 2000
campaign pledge to
be a “uniter, not a
divider.” At a time

when America is at VN
war abroad, many SAUNDERS
Americans are at war

with each other; they .. . . ___

care more about beat-
ing the other party than uniting
against terrorists. It is not good
for the country.

Many Bushies feel the president
has reached across the aisle but
has not received proper credit for
his attempts to work with
Democrats. After all, Bush named
a Democrat, Transportation
Secretary Norman Mineta, to his
Cabinet. His education initiative,
No Child Left Behind, was
designed to improve schools that
fail poor and minority children. In
his acceptance speech Wednesday,
Bush told Americans who voted -
for John Kerry he would seek to
earn their trust.

In order to do so, Bush will have
to convince skeptical Americans
that he puts their welfare before
his politics.

Here is what I think Bush
should do:

— Change will be coming to the
U.S. Supreme Court. Instead of
nominating controversial and out-

~ spoken conservatives who are sure

to spark bitter challenges, Bush
should begin his new term by
nominating acceptable conserva-
tive jurists. Let Bush show the
country he wants to nominate the
best justices, not the most conserv-

ative justices.

— Dump Attorney General John
Ashcroft. Under Ashcroft, the
Department of Justice has been
heavy-handed when it should not
be — as in the FBI arrest of an
Oregon attorney erroneously
linked to the infamous train bomb-
ing in Madrid. The FBI later
dropped the case — a good move
but a little late in that it further
undermined U.S. credibility
abroad.

Hire former Gotham mayor
Rudy Giuliani to be America’s top
lawman.

— Keep Secretary of State Colin
Powell. If Powell says he wants to
leave the admiinistration, make
him an offer he can’t refuse.

— Recently, Bush came out
against the GOP platform plank
that opposes civil unions for same-
sex couples. Bush could appeal to
the libertarian/states’ rights side
of the GOP, not to mention
Democrats, by pushing the GOP to
endorse civil unions in states that
want them.

Mary Cheney’s partner, Heather
Poe, has appeared on stage with
the Cheneys during the campaign.
Poe serves as a potent symbol that
gays and lesbians are here to stay,
so the GOP should accept them,
recognize their long-term relations
and encourage them to vote
Republican.

— Propose a requirement for
higher fuel efficiency for
America’s cars. When Bush
walked away from the 1997 Kyoto
global-warming pact in 2001, he
talked of working outside the
agreement to limit U.S. green-
house-gas emissions. If Bush went
after gas-guzzling cars, he would
win kudos from Europe, give
British Prime Minister Tony Blair
face and make America more
energy independent.

— Approach the war on drugs
with a fresh perspective. Bush
should commute the sentences of
drug offenders serving decades in
federal prison for first-time non-
violent offenses. Federal mandato-

ry minimums were supposed to
get tough with drug lords, and
Bush would do well to direct his
Justice Department to punish the
bad guys, not the small fries.

Work to change federal drug
laws so that states which want to
can legalize medical marijuana.
It's a good issue with conserva-
tives, who support states’ rights,
as well as compassionate.

— Name a bipartisan panel to
suggest government policies to
make abortion safe, legal and rare.
This panel would recognize the
legality of abortion — and move
the debate about abortion to ethi-
cal questions about what pregnant
women should do about unwanted
pregnancies. The panel also would
discuss how state laws could
address issues of parental consent
and whether the government
should limit abortion on viable
fetuses.

Let me mention another reason
for Bush to reach toward the cen-
ter: He should want the support of
undecided voters and reluctant
Republicans who have issues with
his religious-right proclivities but
who voted for Bush because they
backed his war on terrorism.

If Bush does all of the above,
there still will be Democrats who
trash him, give him no credit and
spare him no blame. But the good-
will of Democrats — like Kerry —
who wanted to spare America
from a nightmare recount, proves
that partisans can put politics
aside for a good cause.

Bush cannot win the war on ter-
rorism while hobbled by war at
home. He needs more friends, and
he will need to compromise to
earn their trust.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.cre-
ators.com.
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Board approves health books, asks for definition of marriage

AUSTIN (AP) — The
State Board of Education
approved health & text-
books for Texas high
school and middle school
students on Friday, after
publishers said they
would change the word-
ing in their books to
reflect marriage as being
between a man and a
woman.

A day earlier, a board
member had said the
books attempted to nullify
Texas’ law banning the
recognition of same-sex
civil unions because the
books used terms like
“married partners” but
did not define marriage as
an institution between a
man and a woman.

After hearing the debate
Thursday, one publisher,
Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, said it was
changing the textbooks to

include a definition of

marriage as a “lifelong
union between a husband
and a wife.” The defini-

‘tion, which was added to

middle school textbooks,
already was in Holt’s high
school editions, Holt
spokesman Rick Blake
said.

The other publisher,
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill,
changed wording
throughout books from
phrases like “when two
people marry” and “part-
ners” to “when a man and
a woman marry” and
“husbands and wives.”

Board member Mary
Helen Berlanga, D-Corpus

‘Christi, asked the panel to

approve the books with-
out the changes. Her pro-
posal was rejected.

“We're not supposed to |

make changes at some-
body’s whim,” Berlanga
said. “It’s a political agen-
da, and we're not here to
follow a political agenda.”

The elected board,
which includes 10
Republicans and five
Democrats, is allowed to
reject books only because

of factual errors or failure
to follow state-mandated
curriculum. A list of the
books that were approved,
as well as those that were

" “Marriage has been
- defined in Texas, so
it should also be
 defined in our health
textbooks that we
use as marriage
between a man and
| a woman.”

—Terri Leo,
board member

not, are sent to school dis-
tricts for guidance when
they choose books.

Board member Terri
Leo, R-Spring, said she
was pleased with the pub-
lisher’s changes. She had
led the effort to get the
publishers to change the

books.

“Marriage has been
defined in Texas, so it
should also be defined in
our health textbooks that
we use as marriage
between a man and a
woman,” Leo said.

Texas only permits mar-
riage between a man and
a woman. Last year, state
lawmakers passed the
Defense of Marriage Act,
which prohibits the state
from recognizing same-
sex civil unions.

Blake said Holt does not
contemplate adding its
definition of marriage in
books that will be sold
outside Texas. He would
not say how many books
the company expects to
sell in Texas.

“The board expressed
an interest in having us
(make the change),” Blake
said. “We thought it was a
reasonable thing to do.”

A spokeswoman for
Glencoe/McGraw-Hill did
not immediately respond

to questions from The
Associated Press.

Neither publisher added
all the changes Leo ini-
tially pushed for
Thursday. For instance,
one proposed passage in
the teacher’s editions
read: “Opinions vary on
why homosexuals, les-
bians and bisexuals as a
group are more prone to
self-destructive behaviors
like depression, illegal
drug use, and suicide.”

Randall Ellis, the execu-
tive director of the
Lesbian/Gay Rights
Lobby of Texas, said the

board overstepped its
bounds in suggesting and
adopting the new word-
ing.

“Their job is to review
for factual infdrmation
and instead what we see
is the insertion of some-
one’s ideology and agenda
into the textbook of mid-
dle-schoolers,” Ellis said.

The board’s approval
caps months of debate
over health textbooks.
Much of the debate had
centered on how much
sex education should be
included in high school
books.

Saturday is dance

Country Tradition

$ 200

cover charge 263-6862
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“The system’s main
problems come from it
not handling special situ-
ations well,” he said.
“The company tested the

program in a ‘perfect
world’  situation where
there were no schedule
changes and no
absences,” explained
Downes.

Many students and par-
ents are concerned par-
tially due to a recent pub-
lication in the Big Spring
High School student
newspaper, the Corral.
The story states that “pro-
gram designers have yet
to write a way to print
transcripts, leaving coun-

. and  senjors wor-

“Cyrrent transcripts are

‘available right now,” said

Downes. Transcripts are
updated on a previous
semester basis, so current
transcripts only have up
to last semester’s grades.
“By January, when the
next transcripts are need-
ed for students and par-
ents for college admis-
sions and scholarships,
they will be available for
students,” said Downes.

The story also stated
that the program had
problems with its grading
system and GPA calcula-
tions which would effect
class rankings.

“The gradebook pro-
gram has many prob-
lems,” said Downes. “In
an effort to help both stu-
dents and teachers, the
district has purchased
GradeSpeed. Although it
is not Web-based like
Chancery SMS, it can be
used by teachers at both
school and home through
the use of a floppv sys-
tem.”

On Thursday, junior
high and high school
teachers were given grade
verification reports to
complete by Monday.

“We are taking steps so
that we can be assured
that the grades in the
computer and the actual
grades the students have
received match,” said
Downes.

The previous grades
have not yet been entered
into the school’s new pro-
gram. Because the system
is not yet deemed to be
stable by scheol officials,
the large data amounts
would only create more
problems.

“When the systems are
stable, we can easily

translate that information
over so that there will be
no inaccuracies on the
permanent data,” said
Downes.

The district also pur-
chased a second server so
that the main system
won't have to be taken
down in order to test dif-
ferent strategies.

“This will give us the
flexibility to test issues
without messing up the
system beyond repair,”
said Downes.

The Chancery SMS is
the “Cadillac” of all stu-
dent management pro-
grams, according to
Downes.

“When all portions of
the system are in place
and functioning, students,
teachers, parents and
administrators will great-
ly enjoy its use,” added
Downes.

He explained that par-
ents will enjoy being able
to see their student’s
attendance record, grades
and overall averages just
by going to the Chancery
SMS link on the school’s
Web site.

Downes also said that
teachers will enjoy being
able to input their grades
at home and have them
instantly averaged and
saved without bringing a

TRIBUTE

Continued from Page 1A

said.

Some of those songs
include the classics by
Bob Wills, such as “Faded

Love,” “San Antonio
Rose” and “Maiden’s
Prayer.”

Nix said some of the tra-
ditional favorites of
Marty Robbins and Hank
Thompson are also on the
program.

“This is that good dance
music that is still popular
today,” he said.

Hoyle and Ben Nix

formed- the West Texas
Cowboys on Veteran’s
Day in 1946, just after the
end of World War II, Nix
said.

The men, along with
Bob Wills, performed
across West Texas, bring-
ing country music to the
area.

Nix started the reunion
nine years ago for the
50th anniversary of the
band. Each reunion has
been well received, with
people traveling from
across West Texas to lis-
ten to their favorite coun-
try and western songs
and to two-step across the

wooden dance floor at the
Stampede.

“This is really a labor of
love for me. This is about
the music and-about these
two pioneers, who taught
me to carry on this tradi-
tion like a family busi-
ness,” Nix said.

He said reservations are
being accepted and fans
were calling before the
event was publicized.

“It is always standing
room only. I try to accom-
modate everyone so they .
can all enjoy the night,”
he said.

To make a reservation,
contact Nix at 267-2060.

David Sommer,
president of
Germania Insurance
recently presented
Joy Fowler, Local
Germania Agent
“The Gold Star
Profitability Award”
for 2003.

Fowler Agency
108 South' Salem Rd.
(432) 393-5712

floppy back and forth
from school to home.

According to
Chancery's Web site,
many other school dis-

tricts have also been
given the promise of
future  greatness by

Chancery.

The largest school sys-
tem in America,
California’s Sweetwater
Union High School
District, uses Chancery,
as do Orange County
Public Schools and
Metropolitan Nashville
Public Schools.
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Seized files are scrutinized in
Michael Jackson pretrial hearing

SANTA MARIA, Calif. (AP) —
The judge in the Michael Jackson
case delayed ruling Friday on a
complex question involving search
warrants, but reiterated he would
start the pop singer’s child molesta-
tion trial Jan. 31.

Santa Barbara County Superior
Court Rodney Melville set up an
exhaustive schedule of hearings to
dispose of motions that may be
filed before trial. He also shot down
any chance of further postpone-
ments.

Also Friday, lawyers on both
sides spent: hours poring over file
folders seized by sheriff’s deputies
from the home of Jackson'’s person-
al assistant to sort out those that
would be considered confidential.
They were not released in open
court. _

The Los Angeles home of Evelyn

Mesereau Jr. contended attorney-
client privilege was violated
because deputies seized items relat-
ed to the pop star’s legal represen-
tation _ including folders labeled
“Mesereau.”

Other items taken were phone
records, e-mails and documents
showing the Jackson defense team
may have orchestrated demonstra-
tions outside the courthouse at pre-
vious hearings.

Melville expressed concern about
why the prosecution should have
access to files regarding demon-
strations. “Aren’t you only entitled
to seize evidence relating to
crimes?” he asked.

Deputy District Attorney Ron
Zonen said he felt the information
would be useful if the defense were
to file a motion for a change of

records showing one of Jackson’s
employees, Miko Brando, son of the
late Marlon Brando, was: given
$20,000 to deliver to Jackson. “This
particular person will likely end up
as a witness at the trial,” Zonen
said.

Defense lawyer Robert Sanger
responded, “There 1is nothing
unusual about Michael Jackson
having $20,000 cash delivered to
him for running his daily affairs.”

Sanger said much of the materials
seized involved events long before
Jackson was charged with child
molestation, and added that
deputies who served the warrants
exceeded their authority to take
materials.

Jackson was not at Friday’s court
hearing. He has pleaded not guilty
to child molestation, conspiracy

Tavasci was searched Sept. 15.
Thomas

Jackson attorney

venue.
Zonen also

sai(l' there

and administering an intoxicating

were

agent, alcohol, to a boy.

U.S. employment rises by 337,000 in
October in biggest jump since spring

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Employers went on a hir-
ing spree in October,
adding 337,000 new jobs,
many of them for hurri-
cane cleanup. The surge
was the largest in seven
months, a sign the jobs
recovery may have taken
hold.

More people resumed
their job searches,
expanding'the pool of peo-
ple wanting work and
sending the unemploy-
ment rate up slightly to
5.5 percent from 5.4 per-
cent, the Labor
Department also reported
Friday from a separate
survey of households.

Economists were sur-
prised and elated about
the net increase in jobs,
but also cautious. They
had forecast an increase
of about 175,000 in the
department’s survey of
employers’ payrolls.
August and September
employment also was
revised higher by about
113,000.

“This report is really
telling us the economic
expansion is solidly in
place,” said Anthony
Chan, senior economist
with JPMorgan Fleming
Asset Management. “For
those naysayers who were
expecting recession next
year, this certainly defies
those expectations.”

But economists noted
that much of the boost
came from jobs related to
the aftermath of four hur-
ricanes that struck
Florida and the Southeast
in August and September.
Construction employment
was up.71,000 last month.

“The October figures
may suggest a stronger
labor market than actual-
ly exists,” said Oscar
Gonzalez, economist with
John Hancock Financial
Services. Monthly
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increases of about 200,000
are more realistic
through the end of the
year, analysts said.

“While we still have
plenty of lost jobs to make
up, this report is bound to
boost spirits and hopeful-
ly spending as we head
into the holiday season,”
Gonzalez said.

On Wall Street, the bet-
ter-than-expected report
boosted stocks, extending
the rally for a ninth
straight session. The Dow
Jones industrial average
closed up 72 points and
the Nasdaq gained 15
points. :

The report also was

good news for President -

Bush as he prepares for a
second term. A generally
weak jobs market had
plagued his re-election
campaign, providing a
political target to his
Democratic challenger,
John Kerry.

Kerry and other
Democrats often criti-
cized Bush for jobs lost
during his watch, the first
president to do so since
Herbert Hoover as the
Great Depression set in.
Bush now is 371,000 short
of closing the jobs deficit
and has a second term to
work with.

October’s 337,000 jobs
gain was the largest since
March, when employment
jumped by 353,000.

The Bush administra-
tion quickly took credit.

“There can be no doubt
that President Bush’'s tax
relief, combined with
good monetary policy, the
strength of our small-
business sector and our
outstanding work force
has led to a growing econ-
omy that is producing
good jobs for American
families,” Treasury
Secretary John Snow

ROOFING
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said.

Democrats welcomed
the jobs increase, but
noted that recent hiring
has been by federal, state
and local governments
despite Republicans’ tra-
ditional desire for smaller
government. Private sec-
tor employment still is
down by a net 1.3 million,

including 2.7 million

manufactiring jobs.
Almost million people
are unemploved.

The vdministration
needs to ‘“‘take a sober

look at the plight of work-
ing families,” said AFL-
CIO President John
citing rising

Sweeney,

202 Scurrv * 267-6278

3103 Gregg + 264-9938

health care costs and stag-
nant wages. “Workers
deserve economic policies
that will improve their
standard of living and
provide sufficient time
with their families.”

The number of people
holding more than one job
rose by 519,000 to 8 mil-
lion. The average time for
the unemployed to find a
job was 19.6 weeks, the
same as in September.

The jobless rate for
blacks jumped to 10.7 per-
cent last month, up from
10.3 percent in
September. The rate for
Hispanics fell to 6.7 per-
cent from 7.1 percent.

Big Spring
- .'*v -

Brew Pﬁh

DPS: Four girls, toddler
die in crash near Columbus

ALTAIR (AP) — Four
female high school stu-
dents and a toddler died
Friday when the car they
were riding in lost con-
trol and slid into the path
of an oncoming tractor-
trailer, a Texas
Department of Public
Safety spokeswoman said.

The car's driver,
Christina Llanos, 16, of
Eagle Lake, and truck dri-
ver Dan Thomas Tucker,
52, of Runge, Texas, were
the only survivors, said
DPS spokeswoman Lisa
Block. Both were treated
and released.

The five others, all from
Eagle Lake, died at the
scene. They were Robin
Marie Aguilar, 16;
Heather - Kieborz, 17,
Yesenia Maribel Castillo,
17; Patricia Ann Ruiz, 17
and her 18-month-old son
Jeremiah Ruiz, who was
not in a car seat, Block
said.

The crash was reported
shortly before 3:30 p.m.,
about a mile from Rice
Consolidated High School
in Altair.

School had just let out
and the teens were head-

ing home, said Rice
Consolidated Independent
School District

Superintendent Michael
Lanier.

“It is pretty tough,”
Lanier said. “They are
here one minute and gone
the next. They hadn't
even started living yet.”

Assistant football coach
Michael Barnes said the
four teens killed were stu-
dents at Rice
Consolidated. He said the
accident devastated class-
mates, and that the team's
game against Bellville in

_Altair was rescheduled

for 2 p.m. on Saturday.

“Four of their fellow
students just died, so it's
pretty hard on them.
They were all crying,”
Barnes said of the play-
ers. “We had a meeting
and let them all go
home.”

Authorities were still
investigating what caused
Llanos to lose control of
the 1994 Nissan Maxima
she was driving, Block
said.

Altair is located about
65 miles west of Houston
on Interstate 10.
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JERUSALEM (AP) —
Israel remains deter-
mined té deny Yasser
Arafat burial in
Jerusalem, though
Palestinian officials say
such a generous gesture
could go a long way
toward building trust
destroyed in four years of
fighting.

Israel fears acceding to
Arafat’'s request to’ be
buried in Jerusalem’s Al
Agqsa Mosque would
strengthen Palestinian
claims to the traditionally
Arab sector of the city as
a future capital.

One Cabinet minister
on Friday said that the
holy city is reserved for
the burial of Jewish
kings, “not Arab terror-
ists.”

Palestinian officials
said publicly that it is
inappropriate to talk
about funeral arrange-
ments as long as their 75-
year-old leader clings to
life at a Paris hospital. A
hospital spokesman said
Friday that Arafat was in
a coma and “has not got-
ten worse.”

One official said
Palestinian leaders are
hoping to enlist interna-
tional support for a burial
at the Al Agsa Mosque
compound, Islam’s third-
holiest shrine, which was
built on the ruins of the
biblical Jewish temples.

The top Muslim cleric
in Jerusalem said Arafat
requested burial near Al
Agsa when the two met
four months ago. The

WORLD
Arafat has requested Jerusalem burial; Israel insists it will only permit Gaza funeral

comments by the mufti of
Jerusalem, Ikrema Sabri,
marked the first official
comment on Arafat’s bur-
ial wishes.

It is not clear if Arafat
has left a written will,
and Sabri said he was not
aware of one.

The way the dispute is
resolved could signal how
Israel and the emerging
Palestinian leadership —
Prime Minister Ahmed
Qureia and his predeces-
sor, Mahmoud Abbas —

will get along in the
future.
Arafat is reviled by

many Israelis, and seeing
him interred near what is
also Judaism’s holiest site
would draw public out-
rage. Israeli Justice
Minister Yosef Lapid said

Arafat “will not be buried
in Jerusalem because
Jerusalem is thé city
where Jewish kings are
buried and not Arab ter-
rorists.”

His blunt remarks came
despite Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s order to
government officials to
keep a low profile and
avoid antagonizing the
Palestinians, _ though
Sharon himself told his
Cabinet ladt week that he
would not permit Arafat
to be buried in Jerusalem.

Sabri said he didn’t
expect Israel to honor
Arafat’s wishes. “The
Israelis didn’t respect
President Arafat alive,
and we don’'t see them
respecting him when he’s
dead,” Sabri said.

Russia signs ratification of Kyoto Protocol

MOSCOW (AP) i
Russia gave final
approval to the Kyoto
Protocol on global warm-
ing as President Vladimir
Putin signed legislation
ratifying the landmark
environmental pact that
seeks to slow global
warming by reducing
greenhouse-gas emis-
sions, the Kremlin said
Friday.

The protocol, ratified by
both houses of Russia’s
parliament last month,
commits 55 industrialized
nations to make signifi-
cant cuts in emissions of
gases like carbon dioxide
by 2012.

The United States and
Australia have rejected
the pact, which was
signed by Putin late
Thursday and could not
have come into effect
without Russia, which
accounted for 17 percent
of carbon dioxide emis-
sions in 1990. The United
States accounted for 36
percent of carbon dioxide
emissions that year.

ermany praised

Russia’s-ratification, join--

ing Japan, Britain and
others in saying the pact
should give new impetus
to countries trying to
tackle transnational envi-
ronmental problems.
“With the entry into
force of the protocol, it
sees a decisive step by the
international community
toward more climate pro-
tection,” said Hans-
Hermann Langguth, a
spokesman for German
Chancellor Gerhard

* Schroeder.

Japanese Environment
Minister Yuriko Koike
said earlier this week that
Tokyo — one of the pact’s
biggest promoters —
would “continuously urge
the United States,
Australia and other coun-
tries which have not rati-
fied the protocol” to do so.

The pact’s approval fol-
lowed fierce debate
among Russian officials.
Opponents, led by Putin’s
economic adviser, Andrei
Illarionov, warned that it
would hobble the nation’s
humming economy.

Kyoto backers, however,
rejected the claim, saying
that even after a five-year
recovery, the post-Soviet
economic meltdown has
left emissions some 30
percent below the base-
line.

Energy Minister Viktor

Khristenko said Friday he

“shared the skeptical atti-
tude” of opponents,
according to the ITAR-
Tass news agency, but he
noted that it would also
form “a new sector on the
global market, which is
both interesting and
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promising.”

Putin pledged in May to
speed up approval in
return for the European
Union’s support of
Russia’s bid to join the
World Trade
Organization. The 1997
pact will take effect 90
days after Russia notifies
the United Nations of its
ratification.

One of the key provi-
sions of the pact allows
countries to trade green-

house gas emission
allowances. The
European Union is

launching a trading sys-
tem in January under
which European compa-
nies that emit less carbon
dioxide than allowed can
sell unused allotments to
those which exceed the
target.

The profit motive is
expected to drive efforts
and technology, and EU
officials expect “substan-
tial cuts” in emissions of
carbon dioxide, which
makes up 80 percent of
the EU’s greenhouse
gases.

-Russia’s rusting Soviet-
era power stations, aging

pulp mills and creaking
blast furnaces could
potentially be the biggest
source of emissions quo-
tas for Kyoto signatories,
Kyoto specialists say —
and could thus attract for-
eign investment. Under
the treaty’s so-called Joint
Implementation, foreign
companies will be able to
invest in cleaning up the
country’s decrepit indus-
try and claim the emis-
sions reductions achieved
as their own.

Economist Yuri
Safonov, with the Russian
Higher School of
Economics, told ITAR-
Tass that Russia should
be able to sell quotas for
the discharge of about 2.2
billion tons of greenhouse
gases without hurting its
economy.

“This amount is no
problem for the Russian
industry,” Safonov said.
“It will enable the coun-
try to attract new invest-
ments in the development
of its fuel and energy
complex, including the

thermal electrical utili- -

ties; and"h the housing
and utility services.”
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Industrialized countries
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Flash 900 photo/Hussein Hussein
In this handout picture from the Palestinian Press Office,
Palestinian President Yasser Arafat is shown with his wife,
Suha, as he leaves his West Bank headquarters to travel to
Paris, France, for medical attention.
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