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SMMC candy grams

Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center’s relay 
for life team is selling 
“Hugs & Kisses” candy 
grams for Valentine's 
Day as a fund-raiser for 
the American Cancer 
Society.

Prices are: for candy 
only, $5; for candy and 
one balloon, $7.50; for 
candy and two bal­
loons, $10. Alternative 
fruit packages are 
available at the same 
prices.

The candy-grams will 
be ready Friday. 
Delivery will be limited 
to the hospital. Family 
Medical Center and 
Malone and Hogan 
Clinic.

Orders 
received 
and can

must be 
by Thursday 
be made by 

calling Amber Rich at 
268-4960 or the main 
hospital switchboard at 
263-1211.

Daredevils cakes

The Yellow Dog 
Daredevils team is sell­
ing personalized minia­
ture cakes for 
Valentines Day as a 
fund-raiser for the 
American Cancer 
Society’s Relay for Life 
event.

Each cake is $3 and 
orders will be taken 
through Wednesday. 
The cakes will be rea^  
for pick up from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Friday at the 
Big Spring Mall.

To make an order, 
call the Big Spring 
Independent School 
District bus barn at 263- 
4108 and ask for Angel 
Sosa or, if after 5 p.m., 
call Georgia Torres at 
267-1312 or Sosa at 267- 
7588. Payment in 
advance for the orders 
is appreciated.
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before 7 p.m. on week­
days and 11 a.m. on 
Sunday.

Early balloting under way 
at Crossroads courthouses
HERALD Staff Report

Early voting in the 
Texas Senate District 31 
runoff election is under 
way at the Howard, 
Martin and Glasscock 
County courthouses.

Early balloting in the 
Feb. 17 election continues 
through Friday.

Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, 
and Kirk Edwards, R- 
Gdessa, are facing off for 
the right to fill the unex­
pired term of former Sen. 
Teel Bivins. Bivins, nomi­

nated by President Bush 
as am’iassador to Swedep, 
left office in January.

In a seven-candidate 
race in January, both 
Seliger and Edwards 
failed to garner 50 percent 
of the vote and avoid a 
runoff. Seliger collected 
35.72 percent of the vote; 
Edwards pulled in 20.56 
percent.

At courthouses through­
out the Crossroads area 
early voters can Cast their 
ballots from 8 a.m. until 5 
p.m.

HERALD photo /Lynde l Moody

Howard County Election Clerk Terri Blackshear looks over the list of registered Howard 
County voters. Early voting in the Texas Senate District 31 run-off is under way.

HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

Boy Scout Johnny Richardson of Big Spring Troop 7 officially retires a U.S. flag during the Buffalo Trail 
Council’s annual flag retirement ceremony Sunday. The event was held in conjunction with the celebra­
tion of the founding of the Boy Scouts of America which is traditionally the second Sunday in February.

County
Commissioners 
approve pact 
to house inmates
By LYNDEL MOODY

WALKER

staff Writer
The Upton County Jail will now ser­

vice the spillover of Howard County 
Jail inmates following Howard County 
commissioners’ approval during their 
meeting Monday.

According to Howard 
County Sheriff Dale Walker, 
the change will bring a mod­
est amount of savings for 
the county.

“Upton County is about 
an hour-and-a-half drive,” 
Walker said. “Dickens 
County, (which formerly 
housed spillover inmates 
from Howard County) is in 

the Panhandle and is about a two-hour 
drive. Upton will house our inmates 
for 50 cents less a day and provide the 
same services as Dickens, so there will 
be a little bit of savings.”

Any savings will most likely be wel­
come to a cash-strapped county, which 
faces the very real possibility of hav­
ing to build a new jail in the future.

Addressing that issue. Walker 
informed commissioners the county 
had been approved to participate in the 
U.S. Department of Justice Planning of 
New Institutions Program, which will 
be held on Monday, April 5, in 
Longmont, Colo.

“They train very few law enforce­
ment agencies in the nation,” Walker 
said. “They work with about 30 agen­
cies, so we had to apply to get into the 
program.”

According to Walker, the county had 
to prove the community was in sup­
port of and in need of building a new 
jail facility.

“They pay for all the expenses,” he 
said. “They fly two county commis­
sioners and two sheriffs office repre­
sentatives up there for a week to learn 
about the process of building a new 
institution.”

Walker said the training details the 
process from the construction methods 
to location site down to the type of bed­
ding needed for a jail environment.

In other sheriffs department busi­
ness, Walker introduced the new head

See COUNTY, Page 3A

Police are investigating 
cases of injury to a child
By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

Big Spring police are currently 
investigation two separate cases 
of injury to a child reported last 
week.

“We still haven’t determined 
how these injuries occurred and 
charges are pending until a fur­
ther investigation is conducted,” 
said Big Spring Police Sgt. Roger 
Sweatt, public information offi­
cer.

One case involves a six-month- 
old boy who was taken to Scenic 
Mountain Medical Center Friday 
night because of swelling and

tenderness to the right arm.
“After some checking, the med­

ical staff discovered a broken 
right arm,” Sweatt said. “The 
family advised they weren’t sure 
how this happened to the child.”

Because of the injury, the child 
was scheduled for surgery last 
Sunday at the hospital to repair 
the damage, Sweatt said.

The case is under investigation 
by Big Spring Police Det. Phil 
Whitten and Child Protective 
Services.

In an unrelated incident, Det. 

See INJURY, Page 3A

Set for c-o-m-p-e-t-i-t-i-o-n: 
Spelling bee is Wednesday
By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

Eight young spellers will bid 
for the district crown 
Wednesday in the first Big 
Spring Independent School 
District Spelling Bee.

“We invite the public to come 
out and support these fine stu­
dents who’ve^ lready shown 
they are wirmers.^ gaid Robin 
Ritchey, bee coordinator.

The competition begins at 4 
p.m. in the Big Spring Junior 
High School cafeteria, 624 E. 
Sixth St.

Representatives from eight

4 p.m. Wednesday, Big 
Spring Junior High Schooi 
cafeteria, 624 E. Sixth St.

Big Spring schools will 
crowned the district’s 
bee champion^In order 
fy for the competition, 
dents had to win their 
ual school contests. ' 

Participating in the 
are seventh grader

See BEE, Page 3A
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ObituariesFravis Oliver
Travis Oliver, 57, died at 11:08 a.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 8, 2004, at Midland
Memorial Hospital in Midland. Funeral 
services will be held at 4 p.m. Wednesday 
at Myers & Smith Chapel, with the Rev. 
Don Snipes of Baptist Temple Church, 
officiating. Interment with Military 
Honors will be held at Trinity Memorial 
Park. The family will receive friends 
from 6:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. Tuesday at 
Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Mr. Oliver was born Nov. 23, 1946, at Colorado City. 
He had been a resident of Big Spring since 1957 com­
ing from Colorado City. He was a Vietnam veteran, 
having served in the U.S. Navy from 1964 until 1967. 
He graduated from Howard College with a degree in 
business administration. He served as a boiler opera­
tor in the Navy and at the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center. He retired from the V.A. Medical 
Center in 1993. He then worked for the Big Spring 
Independent School District from 1993 through 2003. 
He was a Baptist and a Mason.

He is survived by his wife, Leta Oliver of Big Spring; 
two sons, Gary Oliver and his wife Melissa of Sand 
Springs, and Chris Oliver and his wife Jennifer of 
Midland; four grandchildren, Cody Oliver and Ariel 
Oliver, both of Sand Springs, and Travis Oliver and 
Sean Oliver, both of Midland; one brother, Bill Oliver 
and his wife Lucy of Albuquerque, N.M.; two sisters, 
Shirley Scott of Houston, and Valreye Nichols and her 
husband Jon of Marshall; a number of nieces and 
nephews, and special friends Clarence and Dee 
Henkell of Big Spring.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Chester 
and Ella Oliver and two brothers, Joe and Noble 
Oliver.

Pallbearers will be Clarence Henkell, Kevin Henkell, 
Kenny Birmelin, Randy Welch, Wylie Oliver and 
Barry Oliver.

Funeral arrangements are by Myers & Smith 
Funeral Home. Pay respects online at www.myersand- 
smith.com.

Paid obituary

Trudy Cleo Merworth
Trudy Cleo Merworth, 89, of Comanche died Sunday, 

P’eb. 8, 2004, at Western Bills Nursing Home in 
Comanche.

Mrs. Merworth was born on March 31, 1914, in 
Eastland County to Truman Townsend and DefTie 
Mamie (Williams) Townsend. She was a homemaker 
and a member of Pearl Street Church of Christ in 
Comanche.

She married Lewie Henry Merworth on Sept. 15, 
1932, in Haskell. He preceded her in death on March 
10, 2000.

She is survived by a son and daughter-in-law, Robert 
and Carolyn Merworth of Comanche; daughter and 
son-in-law, Deffie and Daniel Fairchild of Comanche; 
sister, Johnnie Holland of Eagle Lake; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Bobbie and Wesley Rogers of 
Texarkana; a sister and brother-in-law, Fannie 
Trumble and George Berry of McCarney; sister, Marie 
Townsend of Rule; \ brother and sister-in-law, Ira 
Buck and Myrtle Townsend of Rochester and brother 
and sister and law and O.G. and Hazel Townsend of 
Joshua. He was preceded in death by one grandchild, 
two brothers and one sister.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 11,2004, at Comanche Funeral Home Chapel, with 
Minister Gerald Stockstill officiating. Interment will 
be held at 3:30 p.m. on Wednesday in Trinity Memorial 
Park in Big Spring.

The family will receive friends at Comanche Funeral 
Home on Tuesday evening from 7 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Lunch will be served at Pearl Street Church of Christ 
following funeral services. J

Comanche Funeral Home is in charge of arrange­
ments.Sydney W. Johnson

Sydney W. Johnson, 77, died at 5:35 p.m. Monday at 
the Veterans Administration Medical Center. Services 
are pending at Myers & Smith Funeral Home.

Sheriff’s report
The Howard County Sheriffs Department reported 

the following activity:
• KENNETH ALAN  POTTER, 35, was arrested 

Friday on a charge of assault, family violence.
• LARRY GUTIERREZ, 30, was arrested Friday on a 

warrant for issuance of a bad check.
• CHRISTOPHER LEE PARTRIDGE 19, was taken 

to the county jail Friday after being arrested by Big 
Spring police officers on a warrant for motion to 
revoke probation, criminal trespass.

• LYNDELL BURL KN^X II, 20, was arrested 
Friday on warrants for bailsman off bond, criminal 
trespa ŝs and for bailsman off bond, possession of drug 
paraphernalia.

• DAVID CHRISTOPHER PETREE, 19, was arrest 
ed Friday on a charge of possession of marijuana, less 
than two ounces.

• TAM M Y DENIECE BEDWELL, 41, was arrested 
Friday on a charge of assault, family violence.

• CRAIG ANTHONY PARTRIDGE, 20, was taken to 
the county jail Friday after being arrested by Big 
Spring police on a charge of possession of marijuana, 
less than two ounces.

• G AILL LEE DAMGAARD, 40, was arrested Friday 
on a warrant for driving while intoxicated, third 
offense or more.

• M ICHAEL ERIC SOLIS, 30, was arrested Friday 
on a warrant for motion to revoke probation, unlawful 
retrain less than 17 years old.

• JENNIFER ROBLEDO, 23, was taken to the coun­
ty jail Saturday after being arrested by Texas 
Department of Public Safety troopers on a warrant for 
issuance of a bad check.

• DORIE LYNN HILLGER, 22, was taken to the 
county jail after Saturday after being arrested by Big 
Spring police officers on a San Angelo DPS warrant for 
theft of service, more than $20 but less than $500.

• FERNANDO K. ARRIAGA, 27, was arrested on 
warrants for issuance of bad checks.

• RICKY LIN  WALLACE, 38, was arrested Saturday 
on a warrant for theft, more than $1,500 but less than 
$20,000.

• ELLIS OVERTON SMITH, 34, was arrested 
Sunday on a charge of public intoxication.

• ROBERT RAMIREZ GONZALES, 38, was taken to 
the county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big 
Spring police officers on a charge of possession of mar­
ijuana, less than two ounces.

• JENNIFER DENETTE BONILLA, 21, was taken to 
the county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big 
Spring police on a charge of theft, more than $50 but 
less than $500.

• AM Y AM AND A MURRAY, 18, was taken to the 
county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big Spring 
police on a charge of possession of marijuana, less 
than two ounces.

• JOSHUA JAMES GIBSON, 19, was taken to the 
county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big Spring 
police on charges of purchases or furnishing alcohol to 
a minor and possession of marijuana, less than two 
ounces.

• CAROLS NELSON VINOLES, 54, was taken to the 
county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big Spring 
police officers on a charge of driving while intoxicat­
ed.

• CHRISTOPHER WAYNE MASON, 20, was taken 
to the county jail Sunday after being'arj'ested by Big 
Spring police on a charge of possession of marijuana, 
less than two ounces.

• KEITH ANDREW HILARIO, 19, was taken to the
county jail Sunday after being arrested by Big Spring 
police on a charge of possession of marijuana, less 
than two ounces. ^

• CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL FULBRIGHT, 19, was 
taken to the county jail Sunday after being arrested by 
Big Spring police on a charge of possession of mari­
juana, less than two ounces.»

• JOE RODRIGUEZ, 31, was arrested Monday by the 
HCSIO on a charge of bailsman off of bond for driving

while intoxicated-third or more offense.
• JARON KENDERO COBY, 19, was transferred to 

the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
harboring a runaway child.

• ADOLFO HUANTE LOPEZ JR., 31, was arrested 
Monday by the HCSO on a bench warrant.

• CHRISTOPHER RAY BUSTAMANTE, 17, was 
arrested Monday by the HCSO on a charge of theft- 
more than $50 less than $500.

• ROBERT EARL HAGAN HI, 21, was transferred 
to the county jail Monday by the BSPD on a charge of 
harboring a runaway.

• HARASSMENT was reported in the 2800 block of 
South Anderson.

• SUBJECT FALLEN OFF A LADDER was report 
ed in the 8200 block of North Service Road.

• RECKLESS DRIVER was reported at east bound 
on Interstate 20 at mile marker 168.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 300 
block of East Sixth and on Elder Road.

• ANIM AL THEFT was reported in the 1500 block of 
Hilltop Road.

Police blotter
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Bulletin board
If you have items for the Bulletin board, contact the 

Herald news room at 263-7331 or email 
editor@bigspringherald.com 
TODAY

Intermediate line dance classes meet at 9 a.m. in 
the Senior Citizens Center. Call 267-1628 for more 
information.

Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

WEDNESDAY

Line dancing begins at 1 p.m. in the Senior Citizens 
Center located in the Industrial Park. Call 267-6966 
for more information.

Duplicate Bridge Club meets Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday at 1 p.m. at Big Spring Country Club.

The Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

Downtown Lions Club meets at noon in the Howard 
College Cactus Room.

Senior Circle meets at 10 a.m. at Scenic Mountain 
Medical Center classroom for stretch and tone.

Eagles Lodge Ladies Auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. at 
the Eagles Lodge, 703 West 3rd.

THURSDAY

Kiwanis Club meets at noon in the Howard College 
Cactus Room. Call 267-6479 for more information.

Gideon International Big Spring Camp U42060 
meets at 7 a.m. at Herman’s Restaurant.

The Coffee Club meets at 10 a.m. at Gale’s.

American Legion Auxiliary meets at 6 p.m. at 3203 
West Highway 80.

Friends of the Library meet at noon in the Howard 
County Library.

Masonic Lodge 1340 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 2101 
Lancaster.

Big Spring Main Street meets at noon at the 
Railroad Museum, Second and Main.

Neighbors and Newcomers Club meets every sec­
ond Thursday. New members are welcome. For more 
information call 263-2005.

Masonic Lodge No. 598 meets at 7:30 p.m. at 219 
Main.

Arts, Craft and Quilting Club meets at 6 p.m. at 
Howard County Library at 500 South Main.

Lottery

The Big Spring Police Department reported the fol­
lowing activity between 8 a.m. Monday and 8 a.m. 
today:

• ANTHONY A. VASQUEZ, 29, of 1601 Avion, was 
arrested Monday on a warrant for a parole violation.

• JOHNNY SLAY ANCHONDO JR., 20, of 1202 S. 
Austin, was arrested Monday on a Howard County 
warrant for criminal mischief.

• CORNDUS JACKSON JR., 45, of 2536 Langley, was 
arrested Monday on a charge of assault with intent to 
cause bodily injury/family violence.

• CARMELITA JOHNSON, 40, of 2536 Langley, was 
arrested Monday on a charge interfering with an 
emergency phone call.

• ANTONIO GARZA, 27, of Lynn Street, was arrest­
ed Tuesday on a charge of assault/family violence.

• FAILURE TO IDENTIFY GIVING FALSE FICTI­
TIOUS INFORMATION was reported in the 100 block 
of Jones.

• EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION was report­
ed in the 100 block of Jones.

• ASSAULT/FAMILY VIOLENCE was reported:
- in the 2200 block of Lynn.
- in the 2500 block of Langley.
• INTERFERING WITH AN EMERGENCY 

PHONE CALL was reported in the 2500 block of 
Langley.

• CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported in the 1300 
block of Stadium.

• CRIMINAL TRESPASS was reported in the 200 
block of Marcy.

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night: 
Winning numbers drawn: 8-11-22-27-29. 
Number matching five of five: 2.
Prize per winner: $22,892.
Winning tickets sold in: Rowlett and Dallas. 
Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night 
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 0-3-8

Weather
Today...Cloudy. Highs in the mid 40s. Northeast 
winds 10 to 15 mph.
Tonight...Cloudy. A 20 percent chance of rain. Lows 
in the mid 30s. Northeast winds around 10 mph early 
in the evening becoming light.
Wednesday...Cloudy. A 30 percent chance of showers. 
Highs in the upper 40s. Light winds becoming north­
east around 10 mph late in the afternoon.
Wednesday night...Cloudy. Lows in the upper 20s. 
Northeast winds 10 to 20 mph.
Thursday...Cloudy. Highs in the mid 30s. North 
winds 10 to 20 mph.
Thursday night...Cloudy. Lows in the mid 20s. 
Friday...Cloudy. Highs in the lower 40s.
Friday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. 
Saturday through Presidents Day...Mostly clear. 
Highs in the upper 50s. Lows in the mid 30s.

SPR^G H E R A L D
www.bigspringherald.com

Reflecting A Proud Community

4 3 2 -2 6 3 -7 3 3 1  4 3 2 -2 6 3 -7 3 3 5
(Main switchboard) (Circuiation caiis oniy)

(Fax) 432-264-7205

Susanna Rtsd  
John A. Moseley 
Angie Worley 
Tohy Hernandez 
Dianne Marquez

Publishar/Advartlsing Manager............ Ext. 250
Managing Editor............................................... Ext. 230
Circulation Managar........................................Ext. 240
Production Manager.................................... „.Ext. 256
Bualnesa ONIce Manager...............................Ext. 255

The Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce, 
West Texas Press Association, Texas DaUy Newspaper Association, The 
Associated Press, Texas Press Association, Inland Press Association, 
National Newspaper Association, Newspaper Association of America, 
Small Newspaper Federation, Southern Newspaper Publishers Association 
and American Newspaper Association.

I
Published altemoons Monday through Friday and Sunday mominga. except Christmas 
Day All materials copyrighted Postmaster: Send address changes to Big Spring Herald. 
P.O. Box 1431. Big Spring. Texas 79721 Periodicals postags paid at Big Spring, Texas. 
USPS 1431-48 USPS 0055-940 ISSN 0746-6811
BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY; Evaninga and Sunday, $8.65 monthly: $93.42 
yearly (irx;ludes 10% discount tor yearly). .
MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: $12.50 monthly Howard & Martin Counties. $13.25 sisswhoro

B ig S pring  H i
Tuesday, Feb

The
Jt has beer 

military a 
by the nur 
coming an 

Pentagon in tht 
delivering food 
forge late-night 
this analogy, I : 
determine that 
unpleasant is h 
phone compani 
examining the 
antacid purcha 
pharmacies in 
surrounding th 
quarters. The r 
of VOIP (Voice 
Internet Protoc 
mature technol 
think is the roc 
discomfort, anc 
will get much \ 
the near future 
tional telephon 
nies as new prc 
devices, and ro 
of the ashes of 
width glut.

Over the past 
been a growing 
panies that are 
momentum in i 
producrts that c 
traditional offit 
phony. With th 
mercial VOIP a 
also been a par 
open source syi 
software and ir 
Most of this wc 
Linux and the: 
like operating i 
flexibility and i 
tures. The driv 
towards a softv 
hardware mode 
ble by Moore's 
power in avaik 
with a large nu 
ers who have b
source environ 
towards some t 
being available 
semi-sophisticc 
implement VOl 
office or home.

Traditional tc 
soon be faced v 
“free” phone sj 
the existing Ini 
traffiq.wUl mo\ 
just like email, 
dens of the old 
ing network. T 
(almost invisib 
nies that trans] 
your house, sui 
cable companic 
tance, already i 
to unheard of I 
with Internet c 
a free market b 
companies shoi 
about the outcc 

In its new inc 
free, as it was 1 
even so, its chs 
Unlimited loca! 
ing, and voice i 
as little as $201 
ing on the prov 

Analysts expc 
fees will genen 
revenues for pr 
move to VOIP i 
vendors as wel] 
keeps an eye oi 
network businc 
market for all  ̂
$1 billion in 20i 
almost $4.3 bill 

But despite al 
back for good, 
VOIP will not s 
tional telephon 
for example, th 
road there are 
million VOIP s
impressive inci 
who are expect

BEE
Continued from Pi

Biemeret, Bij 
Junior High Scl 
grader Mary 
Goliad Int 
School; fourtl 
Kaycee Clayto 
Elementary 
fourth grader 
Duchock, W 
Elementary 
fourth gradei 
Torres, Moss E 
School; fourtl 
Aaron Hanes, 
Elementary 
fourth gradei 
Goswick, Baue 
Elementary Sc 
fourth grade 
Carrillo, Ne' 
Christian Schoc 

Judges fof th

y.

http://www.myersand-smith.com
http://www.myersand-smith.com
mailto:editor@bigspringherald.com
http://www.bigspringherald.com


B ig  S p r in g  H e r a l d

Tuesday, February 10, 2004 L o c a l / N a t i o n

The ‘rebirth’ of VOIP

^ ; A

T h o m a s

J e n k i n s

Jt has been said that top-secret 
military activity can be predicted 
by the number of pizza trucks 
coming and going from the 

Pentagon in the middle of the night, 
delivering food to the staff as they 
forge late-night battle plans. To extend 
this analogy, I suspect that one could 
determine that something very 
unpleasant is happening to traditional 
phone companies by 
examining the trends of 
antacid purchases at 
pharmacies in the areas 
surrounding their head­
quarters. The recent rise 
of VOIP (Voice over 
Internet Protocol) as a 
mature technology I 
think is the root of thi ? 
discomfort, and matters 
will get much worse in 
the near future for tradi­
tional telephony compa- __
nies as new protocols, 
devices, and routing methods arise out 
of the ashes of the telephony band­
width glut.

Over the past 18 months, there have 
been a growing number of VOIP com­
panies that are starting to gain 
momentum in offering services and 
products that compliment or replace 
traditional office and residential tele­
phony. With the development of com­
mercial VOIP applications there has 
also been a parallel development of 
open source systems, based mostly on 
software and inexpensive hardware. 
Most of this work has been in the 
Linux and the BSD families of UNIX- 
like operating systems due to their 
flexibility and robust server architec­
tures. The drive of telephony systems 
towards a software model away from a 
hardware model has been made possi­
ble by Moore's law. This increased 
power in available systems, coupled 
with a large number of young develop­
ers who have been raised in an open 
source environment, is leading 
towards some truly stunning systems 
being available at little or no cost to a 
semi-sophisticated user who wishes to 
implement VOIP protocols for their 
office or home.

Traditional telephone companies will 
soon be faced with competition from 
“free” phone systems that operate on 
the existing Internet backbone. Voice 
traffiQ.wUl move between two people 
just like email, but without the bur­
dens of the old and expensive switch­
ing network. The price burden will 
(almost invisibly) shift to the compa­
nies that transport the bandwidth to 
your house, such as DSL providers or 
cable companies. The cost of long dis­
tance, already plummeting, will drop 
to unheard of low prices in nations 
with Internet capacity. It will be truly 
a free market brawl, and the telephone 
companies should be very nervous 
about the outcome.

In its new incarnation, VOIP is not 
free, as it was back in the 1990s, but 
even so, its charms are undeniable: 
Unlimited local and long-distance call­
ing, and voice mail and caller ID for 
as little as $20 to $40 a month, depend­
ing on the provider.

Analysts expect that even those low 
fees will generate some $4 billion in 
revenues for providers by 2007. The 
move to VOIP will benefit equipment 
vendors as well. Boardwatch, which 
keeps an eye on the communications 
network business, reports that the 
market for all VOIP equipment, about 
$1 billion in 2002, is likely to reach 
almost $4.3 billion in 2006.

But despite all the signs that VOIP is 
back for good, it is also evident that 
VOIP will not soon replace the tradi­
tional telephone. Analysts point out, 
for example, that three years down the 
road there are likely to be some four 
million VOIP subscribers. That is an 
impressive increase over the 378,000 
who are expected to sign up for VOIP

in 2004, but those four million pio­
neers will still represent a tiny frac­
tion of the 113 million households 
where the traditional phone call will 
still hold sway.

The death and “rebirth” of VOIP
VOIP succumbed to an undignified 

death in the late 1990s because the 
vast majority of computers were con­
nected to the Internet over convention­
al phone lines by 56K modems.
Making a phone call on the Internet 
was free, but because the primitive 
technology was incapable of providing 
the steady, uninterrupted channel 
required by voice communications, 
callers got exactly the kind of service 
they paid for. The advent of cable and 
DSL modems, which offer the sort of 
bandwidth that makes for smooth and 
clear transmission of voice calls, has 
been one of the key drivers behind the 
renewed effort to make VOIP a player 
in telephone communications. Yet 
even today only about 20 percent of 
U.S households have broadband con­
nections, which is another limitation 
on how fast the consumer market for 
VOIP can grow. Nor are matters likely 
to get dramatically better quickly. By 
2007 fewer than 40 percent of the 
-American households are expected to 
have broadband connections

Wrangling over regulatory issues 
may also put a drag on the speed at 
which VOIP spreads. Internet and 
VOIP advocates are adamant that fed­
eral and state bureaucrats keep their 
hands off VOIP, just as they kept their 
hands off the Internet. “The Internet 
has succeeded in large part precisely 
because government regulators have 
agreed to hold off on regulation,”
VOIP expert Jeff Pulver, president and 
CEO of Pulver.com, which calls itself 
the “Voice of IP communications,” 
recently wrote. “The FCC owes it to 
consumers to continue that policy 
when it comes to something with as 
much unfulfilled potential as Internet 
voice communications.”

But there is no doubt that federal as 
well as state officials see VOIP as a 
service they may well have to take in 
hand. Law enforcement officials want 
to make sure that they will be able to 
use wiretaps on VOIP calls as readily 
as they use them on conventional 
phone conversations. On a broader 
scale, state and federal officials con­
cerned with utilities worry that if 
VOIP gets too popular, ponventional 
phone line networks will atrophy, 
phone companies will no longer offer 
universal access and services such as 
911 will suffer.

The move to universal VOIP service, 
especially within the home, is likely to 
be slow, one that will have to make its 
way past some important roadblocks. 
As anxious as they are to take cus­
tomers away from the phone compa­
nies, the cable providers committed to 
providing VOIP service are themselves 
not completely convinced that the 
technology, is ready, according to 
CNET News.com. “Cable companies 
are worried that current VOIP equip­
ment has not been proven on the kind 
of large scale that would be typical in 
any nationvyide service,” the online 
news service concluded after inter­
viewing cable operators and analyzing 
white papers the providers had drawn 
up on the topic.

In addition, VOIP in the immediate 
future is likely to remain a computer- 
based application — rather than a ser­
vice that can be accessed directly with 
special phones — which means that 
the base of potential VOIP customers 
will be somewhat restricted, consider­
ing PCs have still only made their way 
into about 70 percent of the homes in 
the U.S.

Thomas Jenkins is a reporter for the 
Herald and writes a weekly column on 
computers and the Internet. He may be 
reached at 263-7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail 
at citydesk@bigspringhera ld.com

►News briefs

BEE
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Biemeret, Big Spring* 
Junior High School; sixth 
grader Mary Kincade, 
Goliad Intermediate 
School: fourth grader 
Kaycee Clayton, Marcy 
Elementary School; 
fourth grader Miranda 
Duchock, Washington 
Elementary School; 
fourth grader Alexis 
Torres, Moss Elementary 
School; fourth grader 
Aaron Hanes, Kentwood 
Elementary School; 
fourth grader Austin 
Goswick, Bauer Magnet 
Elementary School; and 
fourth grader Katie 
Carrillo, New Hope 
Christian School.

Judges for the district

event will be Joy 
Burnsed, Big Spring High 
School librarian; Eve 
Nieto, Aflac representa­
tive; and Tony Kennedy, a 
BSISD trustee. Former 
BSISD teacher Loyce 
Phillips will serve as the 
caller.

The district champion 
qualifies to compete at 
the regional spelling bee 
sponsored by the Lubbock 
A v a l a n c h e - J o u r n a l  
which will be held at 1 
p.m. Saturday, March 6, 
in the International 
Cultural Center of Texas 
Tech University in

China bans 
U.S. poultry

BEIJING (AP) -  China 
announced Tuesday that 
it was banning all poultry 
and poultry products 
from the United States, 
citing bird flu fears.

The emergency notice 
from the Ministry of 
Agriculture said U.S. 
poultry products that 
have already arrived at 
Chinese ports would be 
returned or destroyed.

The notice, carried by 
the government’s Xinhua 
News Agency, said China 
was suspending new 
import permits for U.S. 
poultry and canceling any 
permits already issued.

China’s action follows 
similar bans on U.S. poul­
try by Japan, Malaysia, 
Singapore and South 
Korea, after officials in 
the U.S. state of Delaware 
reported avian flu in a 
flock there.

China itself is a large 
chicken-farming country, 
and bird flu is confirmed 
or suspected in 14 of the 
nation’s 31 regions.

China has slaughtered 
millions of fowl to try to 
contain the disease’s 
spread and inoculated 
millions more.

Stewart secretary 
breaks down

NEW YORK (AP) -  In 
an abrupt collision of 
Martha Stewart’s cooking 
expertise and her crimi­
nal stock-fraud trial, a 
secretary burst into tears 
on the witness stand 
while describing a gift of 
plum pudding from her 
boss.

Ann Armstrong,
Stewart’s secretary for six 
years, broke down while 
describing a phone con­
versation with Stewart on 
Dec. 27, 2001, the day she 
made her well-timed sale 
of ImClone Systems stock.

Stewart _was calling 
from Texas during a refu­
eling stop on her way to a 
vacation in Mexico. 
Armstrong said the two 
first chatted about the 
holidays, the first chance 
they’d had to talk since 
Christmas.

“ I thanked her for the 
plum pudding she sent 
home,” the secretary said 
— thenj^egan crying. 
Armstron^tried to con­
tinue, but tnhjudge ended

the trial 15 minutes early 
for the day.

But it was another mes­
sage prosecutors were 
more concerned about. 
That same day Armstrong 
told Stewart that she had 
gotten a call from her 
stockbroker: “Peter
Bacanovic thinks
ImClone is going to start 
trading downward.”

The government claims 
Bacanovic was trying to 
get word to Stewart that 
ImClone founder Sam 
Waksal was dumping his 
shares. Stewart and 
Bacanovic say they had a 
pre-existing deal to sell 
ImClone when it fell to 
$60 per share.

Bush attacks 
Demos over taxes

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. 
(AP) — His voice rising to 
a shout. President Bush 
lashed out at Democratic 
rivals who want to roll 
back his tax cuts as he 
defended his economic 
priorities Monday in a 
presidential primary state 
where his record has 
been harshly criticized.

“There are some in 
Washington that are 
going to say, ‘Let’s not 
make the tax cuts perma­
nent.’ That means he’s 
going to raise your 
taxes,” Bush said at a fac­
tory. “When you hear peo­
ple say, ‘We’re not going 
to make this permanent,’ 
that means tax increase.”

The Democrats running 
for president say they 
would repeal all or por­
tions of Bush’s tax cuts, 
and Bush seemed to step 
more forcefully into his 
re-election campaign as 
he uefended his tax poli­
cies. Some of the cuts are 
to expire next year, 
including those for mar­
ried couples, and Bush is 
asking that" Congress 
make them permanent.

It was Bush’s 15th trip 
to Missouri and another 
case of the president 
appearing in a state 
recently visited by 
Democratic presidential 
hopefuls.

Court stays 
death sentence

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
—^Only hours before the 
scheduled execution of an 
inmate whose plight has 
generated celebrity sup­
port, a federal appeals

INJURY
Continued from Page lA

Whitten is also investigat­
ing a report where a 1-1/2- 
year-old girl received 
burns to her right ankle. 

According to Sweatt, the

Lubbock.
The Regional Spelling 

Bee champ will qualify 
for the 77th Annual 
Scripps-Howard National 
Spelling Bee set for June 
1-3 in Washington, D.C.

Contact Staff Writer 
Lyndel Moody at 263-7331, 
ext. 234, or by e-mail at 
reporter® bigspringher- 
ald.com

COUNTY
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jailer, Mike Smith, to 
commissioners. Smith 
replaces temporary head 
jailer Clint Galloway and 
comes to the job with a 
background in the field. 
He formerly worked for 
jails in Odessa and for the 
Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice.

Walker also informed 
trustees that the taping 
mechanism for the court­
house surveillance sys­
tem is no longer working. 
He is currently research­
ing the cost of replacing

court stayed the death 
sentence until evidence 
in the case can be tested 
for DNA.

The decision Monday by 
an 11-judge panel of the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals came less than 
eight hours before Kevin 
Cooper was to be execut­
ed. The U.S. Supreme 
Court later unanimously 
declined to overrule the 
court’s stay.

Cooper, who has main­
tained his innocence 
through 18 years of 
appeals, was convicted in 
the hacking deaths of four 
people in 1983. He claims 
a trio of murderers com­
mitted the attacks and 
says DNA tests on hair 
and a bloody shirt found 
at the murder scene will 
exonerate him.

Cooper won support 
from celebrities such as 
Denzel Washington, the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson and 
actor and anti-death 
penalty activist Mike 
Farrell.

The government
expressed optimism that 
Cooper will be executed 
soon.

Corps says it 
picked company

WASHINGTON (AP) -  
After stating that a multi­
agency team of govern­
ment experts evaluated 
Halliburton Co.’s new 
Iraq contract, the Army 
Corps of Engineers now 
says it alone picked the 
company despite allega­
tions that it overcharged 
U.S. taxpayers.

“The one person that 
made the selection was 
the source selection 
authority” — an official 
in the Corps of Engineers 
— the Army unit told The 
Associated Press.

The AP had sought fur­
ther information about 
assertions, on the Corps 
Internet site, that a con­
tract evaluation team was 
assembled and included 
experts from five other 
federal entities.

While the team existed, 
the Corps now acknowl­
edges what the public site 
never mentioned: The 
other agencies had no 
role in choosing 
Halliburton for oil 
restoration work worth 
up to $1.2 billion. Rather, 
the experts provided tech­
nical advice on the con­
tract process.

girl’s baby sitter noticed 
the burn.

“No one know what 
exactly happened,” 
Sweatt said. “There is 
good possibility the child 
could have been crawling 
around on the floor and 
touched an iron.”

the broken recorder.

Contact Staff Writer 
Lyndel Moody at 263-7331, 
ext. 234, or by e-mail at 
reporter® bigspring her- 
ald.com

Your Fashion 
Headquarters

J l l  E. Marcy 267-8283^

MYERS & SMITH
F U N E R A L  H O M E  

& C H A P E L
24th &  Johnson  

267-8288

Travis Oliver, 57, died 
Sunday. Funeral service 
will be at 4:00 PM 
Wednesday. Burial will 
be at Trinity Memorial 
Park. The family will 
receive friends from 6:30 
until 8:00 PM Tuesday.
Sydney W. Johnson, 77, 

died Monday. Services 
are pending at Myers & 
Smith Funeral Home.

Allan's
Furniture, X—

202 Scurry • 267-0278

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

O ur Com m unity.
O ur Hospital.

1601 W. 11th PI. Big Spring, TX

OUR RESIDENTS TELL US THEY LIKE:
• Space and design of homes
• Location of apartment complex 
•Rental Rates

YOU WILL LIKE JH^r TOO!
Coronado Hills Apaj;tmenta_

801 W. M arcy  •  267-6500
www.coronadohillMpts.com

view Those Apartment Homes «£>
On Our Websits Or Csll For ^
A Msiled Brochure ‘‘Remembtr...you dtservt tht btst.'l"

nORNAN HARRIS, N .D.
OBSTETRICS-QYMECOLOQY

Board Certified
PRO PROVIDER FOR:

H E A LT H  S M A R T  • UP1ITED H E A L T H C A R E  • P R O H E T  
C H A M P U S  • B C B S  • A E T N A  • H U M A N A  • B E E C H  S T R E E T

ACCEPTS MEDICAID 
Obstetrical Care at Westwood-Midland 

St Odessa

267-8226 1-888-729-BABY
616 GREGG STREET

Serving Big Spring 14 Years

rsEXT C Lirsic v i s i t  2 - 1 2 - 0 4

y.

http://www.coronadohillMpts.com
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DITOKI \L
"Congress shall make no law respecting an estab­
lishment o f religion.~or prohibiting the free exer­
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom o f speech, or 
o f  the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government fo r  a 
redress o f grievances. ”

-F irst A mkndmknt

Opinions expressed on this pagt.' are. those of the Editorial Board 
of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Susanne Reed
Publisher

John A. Moseley
Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor
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C iissroads a n a
jr ■  |here’s no question about it, 2004 is a signifi- 

■  cant year in Howard County as several of our
>  community's "institutions” celebrate mile- 

stone anniversaries.
Big Spring Refinery employees are already well into 

their year long schedule of events celebrating the 
refinery's 75th anniversary here in Big Spring.

And later this year another 75th anniversary will be 
observed when the Harley-Davidson Shop of Big 
Spring — the oldest Harley-Davidson dealership in 
Texas — commemorates its opening back in 1929.

Just a little older, of course, is the Big Spring Area 
Chamber of Commerce, which will celebrate it’s 85th 
anniversary during tonight's annual chamber banquet 
at Dorothy Garrett Coliseum.

We here at the Herald want to take this opportunity 
to congratulate all three of these institutions and 
salute them for the roles they’ve played in making Big 
Spring the distinctive community it is.
 ̂But we hope they’ll forgive us for taking a little 

pride as we begin to celebrate our own anniversary- 
one that we’re convinced makes the others pale in 
comparison.

Thaf’s because later this year the Big Spring Herald 
will celebrate the 100th anniversary of our first edi­
tion — that’s Vol. 1, No. 1 to those of us in the news­
paper business.

Yes, we’ll be celebrating 100 years — an entire cen­
tury - of chronicling the goings, comings and doings 
around Big Spring and Howard County.

In so doing, we’ll not only be recognizing our accom­
plishments and progress over the past 100 years, but 
the people, businesses and institutions who’ve made 
our century of service to this community memorable.

So today we officially begin offering our thanks to 
all those w'ho have allowed the Herald family to pros­
per since 1904, while we make plans to provide anoth­
er century of news coverage,

H o w  T o  C o n t a c t  U s

The Herald is always interested in our readers’
opinions.

In order that we might better serve your 
needs, we offer several ways in which you may 
contact us:

• In person at 710 Scurry St.
• By telephone at 263-7331
• By fax at 264-7205
• By e-mail to Managing Editor John Moseley 

at jmoseley(a'crcom.net or editor(« bigspringher- 
ald.com, or News Editor Bill McClellan at news- 
desk(u crcom.net.

• By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

L e t t e r s  Po l ic y

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.
- Please:

• L im it your letters to no more than 300 words.
• Sign your letter.
• Provide a daytime telephone number, as well 

as a street address for verification purposes.
• We reserve the right to edit for style and 

clarity.
• We reserve the right to lim it publication to 

one letter per 30-day period per author.
• Letters that are unsigned or do not include a 

telephone number or address w ill not be consid­
ered.

• We do not acknowledge receipt o f letters.
• Letters from our circulation area w ill be 

given preference.
• Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big 

Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big  ̂Spring,
They can also be e-mailed to ' '  ' '  ' 
jm oseley^crcom .net or editor@bigspringher- 
ald.com

Two books you ‘water’ to read
K, now for two fabulous 
books about... water!

M o l l y

I v in s

I promise, no matter what your 
politics, your stand on the envi­
ronment or even your lack of 
interest in the subject (that's for 
all you folks devoting your lives to 
avant-garde French film), these 
books are fascinating. You may 
think reading about water is as 
interesting as drink­
ing it, but you also 
know that nothing on 
earth tastes better 
than a glass of water 
when you are really 
thirsty. And that’s 
what these books are 
like.

For those of you 
with a stake in water 
- beach lovers, farm­
ers, ranchers, fisher­
men, coastal dwellers,
Weather Channel 
watchers, hurricane followers, 
anyone in government, journalists, 
taxpayers and humanity in gener­
al - these books are must-reads. 
Come to think of it, I’ve always 
disliked the phrase “must-read” - 
let's say, “books you are dying to 
read even if you don't know it 
yet.”

“Against the Tide: the Battle for 
America's Beaches” by Cornelia 
Dean is a jewel. A whole book 
about beaches? Yo - for anyone 
who has ever walked along a 
beach in that Zen-like state that 
only beach walks provide, do not 
miss this book. Especially if you're 
a taxpayer.

I think one reason this is such a 
fun book to read is that it's one of 
those deals we all secretly relish: 
All the experts are wrong, the gov­
ernment is once again doing really 
dumb things and any of us could 
have told them it wouldn't work.

Ever since the Bible was written, 
we have known not to build our 
houses on sand. You'd think we'd 
have got it by now. Dean investi­
gates the myriad ways that we 
have tried to circumvent this self- 
evident proposition: sea walls,

cuts, dams, etc. My favorite is the 
daffy concept of “beach replenish­
ment,” which leads to such grave 
questions as, “Who owns this 
sand?”

Every now and then, the discus­
sion becomes a little too esoteric - 
she lost me during a section on 
the effects of “edge waves” - but 
mostly, this is surprisingly fasci­
nating stuff.

Dean's discussion of “The Big 
One” - the monster hurricane that 
could crash into Florida, wipe out 
the Gulf Coast and drown New _ 
Orleans -  is one of those “ Holy 
gamoley!” deals. It's also sobering 
to reflect that it's not a “Oh-it'll- 
never-happen” so much as an 
“Amazing-it-hasn’t-happened-yet.”

Whenever I write a column 
about the folly of the federal flood 
insurance program, I get lots of 
mail from angry readers. From 
now on, I'm going to insist that 
they read this book before I enter 
a dialogue about the merits and 
demerits of the program.

Dean is not a prescriptive jour­
nalist; she’s not advocating any­
thing - she's just describing what 
happens. Nevertheless, there's no 
missing the implication of her evi­
dence: “The glaring flaw in the 
insurance program (is that) it is 
betting the federal treasury 
against a sure thing: coastal flood­
ing.”

I honestly think this could be 
one of those rare books that 
changes government policy -  at 
local, state and federal levels. I 
defy you to read it and not con­
clude that there must be a better

groins, dredging, stilts, jetties,

way.
Sandra Postel's “Pillar of Sand: 

Can the Irrigation Miracle Last?” 
has a global focus that makes it in 
one way less immediate - we 
always care more about what's 
closer to home. But it also gives 
her a perspective that is almost 
breathtaking.

All you Julian L. Simon fans 
will want to read at least her first 
chapter, “New Light on an Old 
Debate,” in which she does not so 
much demolish Simon as demon­
strate what the problem is.

“Today, the difference between

the Malthusian pessimists and the 
cornucopian optimists comes 
down to little more than an 
assumption about grain land pro­
ductivity over the next several 
decades -  specifically, whether 
yields will grow at closer to the 1 
percent rate of the 1990s or the 2 
percent rate of the previous four 
decades. This difference may seem 
small, but it gets magnified over 
time. At an annual growth rate of 
2 percent, food production would 
double in 35 years. Growing at 1 
percent, however, it would take 
twice as long -  70 years - to dou­
ble.”

Postel is firmly in the optimists' 
camp, but one must admit that her 
fairly brief recap of the history of 
civilization as the story of water is 
not encouraging. The ruined stat­
ue of Ozymandias, Shelley's king 
of kings, is her central metaphor: 
“Round the decay, of that colossal 
wreck, boundless and bare, The 
lone and level sands stretch far 
away.” It's a case of “First, you got 
to get the mule’s attention.”

The mule - mankind in this case 
- really does require the prover­
bial two-by-four upside the head. 
And it seems to me we're getting 
it, with summers getting hotter, 
hurricanes getting worse and the 
effects of melting polar ice caps 
becoming more clear.

Count me with the optimists, but 
before you can solve a problem, 
first you have to think about it. 
And to that end, neither smug 
denial nor ideological rigidity is 
going to help. One of the silliest 
statements imaginable is, “I don't 
believe in global warming.” You 
may not believe in it, but that's 
not going to change it.

Get a grip, and help by starting 
to think. And you can't find two 
better books to help you get start­
ed than these.

To find out more about Molly 
Ivins and read features by other 
Creators Syndicate writers and car­
toonists, visit the Creators 
Syndicate web page at www.cre- 
ators.com.

©2004 CREATORS SYNDICATE, 
INC.

A d d r e s s e s
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202)225-4005

• GEORGE W. BUSH
President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

• JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator 
Washington, DC 20510- 
4305
Phone: 202-224-2934

• RICK PERRY
Governor
State Capitol, Room 2S.1 
P.O. Box 12428 
Austin, 78711 
Phone: (512) 463-2000

P.O. Box 2910 
Austin, 78768 
Phone: (512) 463-0604

263-0269: WorK 
(Ponderosa Nursery): 
4441.

263-

HOWARD COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

BIG SPRING 
CITY COUNCIL

• RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th 
Cong. District)
1026 Longworth House 
Office Building

• KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator 
703 Hart Office Building 
Washington, 20510 
Phone: 202-224-5922

•  PETE LANEY
Representative 
Texas 85th District

Office —  264-2200.
Ben Lockhart, County 

Judge —  Home: 263-4155; 
Office: 264-2202.

Emma Brown —  Home: 
267-2649.

Jerry K ilgore —  263- 
0724; Work (Jerry's 
Barbers): 267-5471.

B ill C rooker —  Home: 
263-2566.

Gary S imer —  Home:

Russ M cEwen, Mayor —  
Home: 263-0907; Work 
(Russ McEwen Insurance): 
267-1413.

Greg B iodison —  Home: 
267-6009; Work 
(Ponderosa Restaurant): 
267-7121.

W.A. “W oody” Jumper —
Home: 263-0782; Work 
(BSSH): 267-8216.

Y o u r  V ie w s
To the  E d ito r:
I whole healthily agree! As much 

as I would like to be surprised, I 
am not when the turnout results 
are shown. Our turnout is a poor 
showing. Why, I know more peo­
ple who complain than those that 
turnout to vote. It is really an 
embarrassing state.

The number of people who 
proudly tout that, I don’t vote, is 
equally frustrating.

Finally, I wonder why it is that 
in third world countries people are 
literally dying for the privilege to 
vote.

What is wrong with this picture? 
Could it be like most things that 
don't work in America, we think 
that if we don't focus on it, it isn't 
happening to us?

That is precisely why we should 
all vote — so that we can vote for 
people who reflect our needs.

I have registered hundreds of 
people to vote. Unfortunately those 
numbers are not reflected in the 
turnout. I think that this should 
be looked at as a community prob­
lem and realize that registering 
people is the easy part.

Maybe what we need to consider 
is that when it is time to vote 
these first time voters don't know 
what their rights are, who will 
help them and how much help 
they are entitled to once they 
enter the polling place. It could be 
scary to some. _
, Maybe weihould conslda&.work'

voters o|i.,̂ ow Jt Is dotifc'ribii't 
think we will dver realize our , 
political muscle in Big Spring and

Howard County until we attempt 
to educate our potential voters.
I, personally would like to know 
that I tried everything in my 
power to get people to the polls.

While showing one’s patriotism 
by displaying a flag is a wonderful 
way to show how proud one is to 
be an American is awesome; the 
surest way to show the world how 
much of an American one is, is to 
get out and vote.

A special message to all of my 
Hispanic hermanas y hermanos: 
Right now the battlegrounds have 
been set in four of the high stakes 
states in the Southwest and South. 
Those states are Arizona, New 
Mexico, Nevada and Florida.
These states comprise 47 of the 270 
electoral votes required to elect a 
president. Those states are heavily 
populated by Hispanics.

The nation and the world are 
watching us. If, in fact, we want to 
be recognized, the only way that 
will happen is when we are count­
ed at the polls.

Right now is not the time to take 
thie attitude that the only way you 
will vote is if that candidate comes 
to you personally. That is not how 
other candidates handle their elec­
tions. There will never be enough 
time for a candidate to meet every­
one personally.

Follow their agenda which 
should include more than, "I’m 
running for this office because I 
want to be the sheriff, the judge, 
etc." Make sure your candidate 
will be good for you.

Also, as voters we need to know 
that It is llliegal for a candidate to

promise anything for your vote. So 
don't bad mouth a candidate 
because they can't give you some­
thing you want.

Please, please, please register 
and then vote.

P a t D e A n d a  
B ig  S p rin g

To the Editor:
I have known Kirk Edwards for 

several years and served with him 
on the city council for two years. I 
have found him to be very intelli­
gent, conservative and truly inter­
ested in what is best for our com­
munity. I really believe he is well 
qualified to represent us in the 
Texas Senate.

The Permian Basin was fortu­
nate to have three good candidates 
run in the special election to rep­
resent us in the senate. Now there 
is one. The time is now, for all 
voters of the area to come together 
to support Kirk Edwards with 
their votes. *

I have lived in this area for 
about 35 years. Never have we 
been this close to having a state 
senator from the Permian Basin. 
We must all act now. Please talk 
with your friends, family and co­
workers. The voters of this area 
must get out and vote. Absentee 
voting is Feb. 9-13. The people of 
Odessa and this area fumbled this 
ball several months ago. I hope 
history does not repeat itself so 
soon.

D r . Bob Slider 
Odessa

O
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Legislative leaders hear about budget, sales tax base
AUSTIN (AP) — The Legislative 

Budget Board, meeting Monday to move 
dollars around in the state budget, heard 
an economist’s view on how to generate 
large amounts of money to address an 
anticipated public school finance over­
haul — expand the sales tax base or 
increase the sales tax rate.

“ I don’t think we have a choice. If we 
want to generate substantially more rev­
enue at the state level, and it’s not going 
to be ... with personal income tax, it has 
to be from broadening the base of the 
sales tax or increasing the rate,” said 
Bernard Weinstein, director of the 
Center for Economic Development and 
Research at the University of North 
Texas.

Weinstein was one of the economic 
experts on a panel addressing the board 
about economic trends. Board member 
Rep. Fred Hill, R-Richardson, asked 
Weinstein about implications for the 
state’s economy if the sales tax base is 
broadened.

Some legislators have been exploring 
the possibility of expanding the sales 
tax base to include services to gain rev­
enue for schools while providing tax

relief to property owners. Property own­
ers pay a big chunk of the public school 
bill under the existing share-the-.wealth 
education finance system.

Republican Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, 
who co-chairs the budget board with 
Republican House Speaker Tom 
Craddick, has said he has been meeting 
with senators to improve upon a Senate 
school finance plan approved last year 
that broadened the sales tax base while 
reducing property taxes.

That Senate plan fizzled in the House 
in spring 2003. Many House members 
wanted to repeal the so-called ‘‘Robin 
Hood” finance system but offered no 
alternative funding system. Dewhurst 
and Craddick exchanged terse words at 
the time over their respective proposals.

Republican Gov. Rick Perry has said 
he may call a special legislative session 
on education funding this spring if a 
consensus emerges on how to deal with 
it.

Weinstein said he was not making a 
recommendation to le’gislators about 
what to do with sales taxes.

Expanding the sales tax base to ser­
vices likely would not have a negative

impact on Texas in cohipeting with 
other states for industries because 
Texas already has a such a narrow base, 
Weinstein said.

In the area of personal services, the' 
impact would be minimal because resi­
dents are not likely to go to another 
state for services, he said, adding that 
the impact of expanding the sales tax 
among business services is more com­
plex to evaluate.

James LeBas, chief revenue esi imator 
for the Texas comptroller’s office, told 
the budget board that sales tax collec­
tions are up about 5 percent the first 
five months of this fiscal year compared 
with 2003.

Dewhurst repeated that statistic, and 
noted that the state’s sales tax doesn’t 
cover all that it could. The service sec­
tor is a growing portion of the state’s 
economy, Dewhurst said.

“Our revenue is not reflective of 
where our economy is going,” Dewhurst 
said.

But neither Dewhurst nor Craddick 
directly brought up specifics about pub­
lic school finance during the budget 
board meeting.

A main purpose of the budget board 
meeting was to approve shifting nearly 
$20 million in the state’s current two- 
year, $117 billion budget. The governor 
has a month to decide whether to 
approve the actions.

To move the money, the board by law 
had to deem that there is an “emer­
gency,” but Dewhurst noted that there is 
no financial crisis. Those budget 
amounts are:

— $9 million for the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at San 
Antonio for operating the Regional 
Academic Health Center in Harlingen 
and Edinburg.

— $2 million for Texas Tech 
University Health Sciences Center for a 
new medical school in El Paso.

— $3 million to the Texas Cooperative 
Extension for each of the two fiscal 
years to address the risks of wildlife- 
borne diseases and wildlife damage.

— Up to $2.5 million over the two fis­
cal years to cover increased election 
costs and ensure access to polling 
places.

Cell phone use, road rage causing problems on Texas highways
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cellular phone usage con­
tributed to automobile crashes 
that killed 15 people on Texas 
roadways in 2000-2001, the 
Department of Public Safety 
said Monday.

Road rage, the DPS said, was 
a factor in one fatality in each 
of those years.

“ It is difficult to draw conclu­
sions at this point, but the data 
probably understates the prob­
lem,” DPS Director Col. 
Thomas Davis Jr. said. “There 
is no doubt that cell phone mis­
use and road rage create major 
problems on Texas roadways.”

Statewide, 1,032 cell phone- 
related traffic crashes were 
reported in 2001, the first full- 
year statistics released since 
Texas started tracking such 
data.

In the same year, 219 wrecks 
were attributed to road rage, 
according to reports compiled 
by Texas law enforcement offi-' 
cers.

Texas accident reporting 
forms were changed in April 
2000 to add cell phones and road 
rage among contributing fac­
tors officers can choose. 
However, some law enforce­
ment personnel did not receive 
the forms until later in the 
year. In 2000, 716 cell phone- 
related crashes were cited 
statewide, as were 90 road-rage 
related wrecks, the DPS said.

Four bills restricting driving 
and cell phone use were intro­
duced during the 78th Texas 
Legislature last year, but none 
passed. Three of the bills advo­
cated the use of handsfree 
devices while driving.

“ I have seen studies that show 
that the reaction times are as 
slow as someone who is intoxi­
cated when someone is holding 
the cell phone to their ear,” 
said state Rep. Jose Menendez, 
D-San Antonio, who introduced 
one of the unsuccessful bills.

Menendez said Monday he 
intends to try again during the 
next legislative session, includ­

“You can call for 

assistance. You 

can report a crime. 

The problem is, like a 

lot of things in life, if 
you overuse it.”

ing proposing a comprbmise 
bill that would ban the use of 
hand-held cell phones by 
young, inexperienced drivers.

“Obviously, I ’m showing my 
cards by talking to you about 
it,” he said. “ But I think we’ve 
got to do something. It’s ridicu­
lous for us to keep our heads in 
the sand on this.”

State Sen. Paul Moreno, who 
also has pushed for legislation 
to deal with the issue, agreed.

“The people in this world will 
not cease anything unless we

put some punishment, some 
sort of deterrent,” he said. 
“That’s the only way we’re 
going to stop it. We have to 
make it a traffic offense.”

Moreno, D-El Paso, was dri­
ving when reached and would 
not talk on the phone until he 
pulled over.

“Let me get off the highway, 
OK?” he said.

Moreno is one of the state’s 
leading opponents of DWG — 
driving while cell-phoning. He 
joked that he didn’t w" nt to vio­
late his own principles.

DPS spokesman Tom Vinger 
said requiring handsfree cell 
phones would be “a little better, 
but we question whether or not 
you’re giving due attention to 
the task at hand, which is dri­
ving.”

Critics of legislation argue 
that talking on a cell phone 
while driving is no more a dis­
traction than switching the 
radio station or eating a break­
fast sandwich.

Erin McGee, spokeswoman

for the Cellular
Telecommunications & Internet 
Association, a Washington- 
based advocacy group for the 
wireless industry, did not 
immediately return a phone 
call seeking comment Monday.

Vinger acknowledged that cell 
phone- and road rage-related 
crashes represented a tiny frac­
tion of the state’s nearly 324,000 
total collisions in 2001.

“That would not even register 
as a percentage point,” he 
noted.

But Vinger said the figures 
“drastically underrepresent” 
the problem because they 
depend on someone admitting a 
cell phone or road rage caused 
a crash, or an officer witness­
ing it.

“Cell phones are almost a 
must-have for any traveler 
because they have many posi­
tive benefits,” Vinger said. 
“You can call for assistance. 
You can report a crime. The 
problem is, like a lot of things 
in life, if you overuse it.”

Howard County 
Library

500 Main St.

264-2260
Fax: 264-2263

Library Hours: 
M on.-F ri. 9  am -6  pm  

S at. 8  am -1 pm  '

www.howard-county.lib.tx.ut

Two Seeds
Deep in the forest, a long time ago, two seeds fell to the ground. One was an acorn and one was a pine.

Rain started to fall, and as the seeds got wet, they began to grow. Then the sun came out and got them warm and they
grew even faster. The acorn was growing faster than the pine.

As they grew oider, the acorn had grown into a mighty oak tree with branches reaching as far as you couid see
and way up into the sky.

The iittie pine didn't grow very much because he was in the shadow of the oak. The rain and the suniight didn't get to him
as easiiy because the mighty oak grabbed it aii.

Ali of the animals in the woods came to see the mighty oak and play on its mighty branches and sit under its cool shade.

The poor little pine never had anyone play on his small branches. He felt so alone.

Then one day the little pine saw all the animals scurrying about as if they were frightened. "What is the matter?" 
the little pine asked one scared little squirrel. "Haven't you heard?" said the squirrel. "There is a bad storm coming

and I am finding a place to hide!"

"Oh, no!" thought the little pine, "I am so small the wind will blow me away. I wish I could hide, too!"

"Ha! Ha! Look at me," the mighty oak said. "Look at my branches. I am big and strong, and I am not afraid of the wind!"

And then the wind came, and it blew very hard. It blew so hard that the big mighty oak blew over and away. But the little pine held on. It 
didn't know it, but all of the time the mighty oak was growing its mighty branches, it was not spending enough time putting 

down roots that would have held him to the ground during that great windstorm!

The iittie pine was not growing branches but was growing a great big root so the windstorm could not pull him from the ground.

And as the wind and the rain went away, the little pine realized he was getting taller and taller!

The shade of the mighty oak was not there anymore, and the sun was shining proudly on the little pine.

The little pine grew and grew until one day it was taller than any other tree in the forest. All of the animals from 
the forest came to play on its mighty branches and sit under its cool shade.

And the mighty pine let them as long as they promised not to step on or shade out the
little tree trying to grow way down below.

The End

http://www.howard-county.lib.tx.ut
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Experts fear Ohio sniper has widened zone
COLUMBUS, Ohio (Al>) 

A recent burst of. 
sniper shootings along an 
Ohio highway has been 
linked to earlier shoot 
ings 25 miles to the noi th. 
leaving experts fearful 
that the gunman has 
widened his comfort zone 
and is looking for more, 
prey.

"This {)aiticular indi 
vidual is definitely get­
ting more brazen.” said 
Franklin County Sheriffs 
Chief Deputy Steve
Martin after authorities
linkeil two sshootings on 
Sunday to the string of 
attacks that have terror 
ized the community for

months and left one per 
son dead.

The growing target area 
could he part of a strategy 
to throw off the police and 
"freak out an additional 
portion of the popula­
tion,” N.G. Berrill, a 
forensic psychologist 
associated with the John 
Jay College of Criminal 
.Justice in New York, said 
Monday,

The serial shootings 
2.3 in all -  began in May, 
though most have 
occurred since mid- 
October. The shootings 
have happened at various 
times of the day and 
night.

Report: Billions in tax 
refunds still unclaimed

WASHINGTON (AP) -  
Nearly 2 million students, 
retirees and other taxpay­
ers stand to lose $2.5 bil­
lion in refunds if they 
don’t act quickly to claim 
the money.

The Internal Revenue 
Service said Monday that 
anyone who should have 
gotten a refund for taxes 
paid in 2000 but didn’t file 
a return must file and 
claim the money by April 
15.

“Don’t wait until it’s too 
late,” said IRS 
Commissioner Mark 
Everson. “ We want all 
taxpayers to get the 
refund they’re due.”

Half of those taxpayers 
could claim refunds of 
$529 or more, the IRS esti­
mated. That calculation 
does not include the 
earned income tax, which 
could make the refund 
even larger for some low- 
wage workers.

“That’s not chump 
change,” said Fred Grant, 
a-senior tax analyst at 
Intuit Inc., who urged 
taxpayers to '' file the 
returns before the law 
stipulates that the money 
goes to the U.S. Treasury. 
“ I ’m sure they’ll gladly 
take it,” he said.

Individuals owed a 
refund have three years 
to claim it. This year’s 
tax filing deadline is the 
last chance to claim 2000 
refunds.

Students, retirees and 
anyone who worked part- 
time or for only part of

the year are among those 
most likely to be owed 
money. Those individuals 
typically did not have 
enough income to be 
required to file a return, 
but they may have over­
looked the taxes withheld 
from their paychecks or 
payments for self-employ­
ment taxes. Since they 
didn’t file a return, they 
never got the refund due 
them.

In 2000, the IRS did not 
require individuals with 
income less than $7,200 
and married couples with 
income less than $12,950 
to file a tax return. Those 
age 65 or older could 
receive a little more 
before they had to file a' 
return.

Dependents, a category 
that includes many stu­
dents, were not required 
to file a return that if they 
earned $4,400 or less or 
received $700 or less in 
interest, dividends and 
capital gains.

A refund for taxes paid 
in 2000 w l l l^  held at the 
IRS if the'Ifaxpayer did 
not file a return for 2001 
and 2002, in case the tax­
payer owes taxes for 
those years. There is no 
penalty for filing a late 
return to claim a refund.

The IRS compares the 
reported wage informa­
tion with the Social 
Security Administration, 
which gives taxpayers the 
opportunity to correct 
any errors and protect 
their long-term benefits.

Judge strikes down 
Iowa sex-offender law

DES MOINES, Iowa 
(AP) A federal judge on 
Monday struck down an 
Iowa law that prohibited 
convicted sex offenders 
from living within 2,000 
feet of schools and day­
care centers.

The Iowa Civil Liberties 
Union had challenged the 
constitutionality of the 
law, claiming it effective­
ly banished offenders 
from most cities and 
towns.

Judge Robert Pratt 
ruled that the 2002 law 
“ unc o n s t i t u t i o na l l y  
infringes” upon the rights 
of sex offenders. He 
issued an order prohibit­
ing the state from enforc­
ing the law, making per­
manent a temporary 
restraining order issued 
last summer.

Iowa Attorney General 
Tom Miller said he was 
considering an appeal.

In arguments to the 
judge, plaintiffs’ attorney 
Philip Mears wrote: 
“There is no evidence 
that sex offenders re 
offend by living within 
any magic’* number of feet 
from a school.”

Assistant .^tlorney 
General Gordon .Mien 
argued that the law was 
sound public policy and 
designed to protect the 
state’s most vulnerable 
citizens — children.

“While some may find

the means chosen exces­
sive ... there is neverthe­
less a rational basis for 
the legislative choice,” 
Allen said.

Lawmakers reacted to 
the ruling by saying they 
are determined to keep 
sex offenders away from 
children.

“They committed a 
crime. We’re trying to 
keep them away from our 
kids if possible,” said 
Sen. Jerry Behn. “ I’d like 
to have something on the 
books.”
I Attorneys for the sex 
offenders had argued that 
such residency restric­
tions do little to keep chil­
dren safe.

“The lawmakers failed 
us,” said Ben Stone, ICLU 
executive director. 
“Evidence is out there 
that extensively shows 
that the greatest threat to 
kids is from people that 
they know.”

The Iowa law was based 
on an Alabama statute 
that also requires sex 
offenders to live at least 
2,000 feet from schools 
and day care centers.

Laws in Kentucky and 
Indiana make homes and 
apartments within 1,(KX) 
feet off limits, to sex 
offenders, while
California bars placement 
of an offender within a 
quarter-mile of an ele­
mentary school.

Investigators on
Monday linked the most 
recent gunfire to the bulk 
of the highway shootings, 
but would say only that 
the connection wasn’t 
based on ballistics tests.

Bullets have shattered 
windshields, flattened 
tires and pierced the alu 
niinum frame of cars, 
vans, delivery trucks and 
tractor-trailers. Shots 
have dented school buses 
and broken a school win­
dow. Homes also have 
been hit, with one bullet 
found in a bathtub. The 
only person hit so far has 
been killed.
. Until last month, the 
gunfire was scattered 
along or near Interstate 
270, a busy highway that" 
encircles (kjlumbus. The 
last four cases, including 
two shootings on Sunday, 
skipped outside that area, 
moving progressively far­
ther southwest on 
Interstate 71.

The freeway bisects the

state from Cincinnati to 
Cleveland and carries an 
average of 34,(M)o'vehicles 
a day in the area, accord­
ing to the Ohio 
Department of
Transportation.

"The logical thing is to 
go down the road a bit,” 
where peo|)l(' would be 
less concerned, Berrill 
said. Police al.so might 
not be as prepared as they 
would be in the original 
crime zone.

Serial criminals often 
start in the area where 
they live or work, said 
Clint Van Zandt, a former 
FBI agent who examined 
patterns of criminal 
behavior. As they contin­
ue to be successful, they 
will move out of their 
comfort zone and become 
more emboldened, lie and 
other experts say.

"He likes tlu'' chal­
lenge.” Van Zandt said. 
“He likes the possibility 
of being caught.

authorities.”
On Sunday, a minivan 

and a Mercedes were hit 
on 1-71 about 40 miles 
southwest of Columbus 
and - 25 miles outside 
the sniper’s original tar­
get area.

“ It’s obvious our target 
area has increased,” 
Martin said.

The latest shootings also 
gave investigators their 
best description yet: a 
white man of medium 
build in his 30s or 40s and 
a black sports car. >One 
victim said he saw the 
man fire from an over­
pass.

Pointing to the initial 
false descriptions in the 
Washington, D.C., sniper 
case, experts say eyewit­
ness information often is 
unreliable. However, the 
description in the high­
way shootings does make 
sense, they say.

“This is not a childish 
prank,” said Jack Levin,

tor of the Brudnick 
Center on Violence at 
Northeastern University. 
"This is an adult who is 
organized and quite 
crafty in the way he car­
ries out the crime.”

Serial criminals often 
are middle-aged men who 
may have suffered a 
financial disaster or other 
calamity, he said. “Some 
decide not to get even 
w'ith a spouse or boss, but 

w ith the w'hole communi­
ty,” Levin said.

But Van Zandt warned 
that authorities need to 
make clear that people 
should not exclude possi­
ble suspects because of 
the description. "My fear 
for you always is a copy­
cat,” he said.

Martin said the shoot­
ings are a new phenome­
non for investigators. 
“We’re all over the page 
on this,” he said. “We 
think it is random. This 
is a target of opportuni-
ty.”

GRAND OPEN

KURT KISER
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ing. Call today!”

West Texas' Largest Hearing Care Provider Now 
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Lady Steers, Steers
set to play Tuesday

The Big Spring High 
School Lady Steers and 
Steers will return to 
action Tuesday.

The Lady Steers, 5 li9 
and 1-8, will continue 
District 4-4A play by 
traveling to Andrews. 
The girls will begin 
play at 6 p.m.

The BSHS boys, com­
ing off a tough loss to 
Lubbock Estacado, will 
face Andrews at 8 p.m.

The Steers enter the 
game at 4-22 and 0-7.

Ten Star seeking 
all-star applications

Applications are 
being accepted for the 
Teh Star All-Star 
Summer Basketball 
Camp. Boys and girls 
ages 10-19 are eligible.

For more information 
call (704) 373-0873.

YMCA swim team 
spots available ‘

The Big Spring 
Family YMCA swim 
team has positions 
open.

To be eligible to par­
ticipate as a member of 
the swim team, at.hletes 
must be at lecW six 
years of age and mile to 
swim two lengths of the 
pool with proper rotary 
breathing. Swimmers 
are responsible for 
annual USS registra­
tion, all entry fees and 
equipment and all 
transportation.

For more information 
call Dolline Budke at 
264-8252 or 263-4505.

BSCGA to hold
membership drive

The Big Spring 
Chicano Golf Associa­
tion will be holding its 
annual membership 
drive on Sunday at the 
Comanche Trail Golf 
Course.

For more information 
contact Billy Pineda 
after 8 p.m. at 264-7116.

BSCC to hold 4-man 
scramble on Feb. 28

The Big Spring 
Country Club will hold 
a 4-Person Scramble on 
Feb. 28-29 beginning 
with a 1 p.m. shotgun 
start on both days. 
Entry fee is $75 per 
player plus golf cart.

For more information 
call (432) 267-5354.

Lady Hawks to make 
home debut Friday

The Howard College 
Lady Hawks will make 
their home debut 
Friday afternoon when 
they face Ranger 
College at Foundation 
Field.

The first game of the 
doubleheader will 
begin at 1 p.m.

Howard College 
enters the game with a 
2-0 season record.

Lady Steers to face 
Coronado in warm-up

The Big Spring Lady 
Steers will see their 
first live action of the 
2004 softball season 
Friday afternoon when 
they travel to Lubbock 
to face Coronado.

The scrimmage will 
begin at approximately 
1 p.m.

On the Air
Sports BroocIcMt Schoduto 

Fob. 10

Cvont, Tifno..............................Station

Lady StPcrs vs. Andrews. 5:45 p.m.........1490

Steers vs. Andrews. 7:30 pjti..................1490

Feb. 11

Event. Time.......................   .Station

MavencKs vs. Golden State. 7 pjn..........1490

Jones’ last-second FTs lift Hawks to fourth
By TOMMY WELLS
Sports Editor

CLARENDON -  Howard 
College head coach Jim Lewis 
has always stressed how impor­
tant it was for a team to convert 
free throw opportunities if it 
wanted a chance to win.

The Hawks found out just how 
right Lew'is was Monday night as 
Johnny Jones sank two free 
throws with three seconds left to 
help Howard College rally to 
claim a wild 84-83 win over the 
Clarendon College Bulldogs.

Jones’ two attempts from the 
charity stripe gave the Hawks an 
84-80 lead and negated Adrian 
Lewis’ three-pointer at the 
buzzer from hailf-court.

“I was sure glad to see Juice 
(Jones) drain those two free 
throws,” said Lewis, who saw his 
team trailing for much of the sec­
ond half before rallying in the 
final three minutes to end a 
three-game losing streak. “It was­
n’t a work or art or pretty but 
we’ll take it any way we can.” 

The victory over Clarendon

was made even more important 
when the Hawks learned 
Midland College had downed 
Odessa College, 83-71, and left 
Howard in sole possession of 
fourth place in the Western 
Junior College Athletic 
Conference playoff race with a 5- 
4 record. Only the top four teams 
advance to the Region V 
Basketball Tournament in 
March.

“Hopefully this will help us 
along toward the playoffs,” Lewis 
said. “We needed this win

badly.”
Clarendon, now 10-12 and 2-7, 

looked like anything but a last- 
place team in the first 30 minutes 
of the contest. The Bulldogs, 
behind the shooting of sopho­
more Alex Robles and Stanley 
Titsworth matched the Hawks 
shot-for-shot in the first half and 
raced to a 65-64 with just over 12 
minutes to play in the game.

Jones, who finished the game 
with 16 points, managed to help 
the Hawks kick-start their

See HAWKS, Page 2B

Clarendon 
fends off 
Howard 
women
By TOMMY WELLS
Sports Editor

Stephanie Russell did 
what she has done all sea­
son long Monday and the 
Howard College Lady 
Hawks paid the price for 
it.

Russell, the Western 
Junior College Athletic 
Conference’s top female 
scorer, pushed in 20 
points and powered the 
Clarendon Lady Bulldogs 
to an 82-55 victory.

With the win, the Lady 
Bulldbgs did two things. 
They all but clinched the 
conference’s fourth-place 
playoff berth and severe­
ly damaged the Lady 
Hawks postseason aspira­
tions. Clarendon, 13-12 
overall, is now 4-4 in 
WJCAC Play and holds a 
two-game lead over South 
Plains, Frank Phillips 
and Howard with just 
four games left in the reg­
ular season.

The Lady Hawks 
slipped to 10-15 and to 2-5 
in conference action.

Offensively, -Howard 
College picked up a solid 
performance from sopho­
more Kristen Valentine. 
She poured in a team- 
high 17 points in the set­
back.

The Lady Hawks also 
garnered strong outings 
from sophomore Desire’ 
Bostice and freshmen 
Ciara Tidwell and Alison 
Lopez.

The Lady Hawks are 
scheduled to return to 
action Thursday when 
they host the New Mexico 
Junior College Lady 
Thunderbirds at the 
Dorothy Garrett Colis­
eum.

Rebels to host 
Chaps Friday

The Big Spring Rebels 
will get their third shot at 
the San Angelo 
Chaparrals Friday when 
they host the defending 
Texas Professional 
Basketball League cham­
pions in the Steer Gym.

The Rebels are sched­
uled to begin play against 
San Angelo at 8 p.m.

The Rebels, led by Van 
Jamison, opened their 
inaugural season with a 
stunning 119-114 win over 
San Angelo last month. 
Since that win. Big 
Spring has managed to 
play .500 ball en route to 
building a 3-3 record.
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Herald P hoto /B ruce Schooler
Shannon Higgins and Brenn Swinney sandwich an Estacado player during the first half 
of the Lady Steers’ 90-48 loss Friday. Big Spring ends its 2003-2004 basketbali sea­
son today in Andrews.

Lady Steers to close “04 
season against Andrews
By TOMMY WELLS__________________
Sports Editor

The Big Spring Lady Steers have 
endured a long, trying season on the 
basketball court. Long losing stretch­
es, tough losses and injuries have all 
played a part in the Lady Steers’ 6-19 
record.

All the negatives could be put to rest 
this evening with a win over their 
biggest rival, the Andrews Lady 
Mustangs, in the 2003-2004 season 
finale. The two teams will square off 
at 6 p.m. in the Andrews gymnasium.

“We’re going to go in there and give 
it our best shot," said Big Spring head 
coach Gary Miller.

Winning in Andrews won’t be easy, 
however. The Lady Mustangs, behind 
senior guard Nitra Woods, desperately 
need a win over Big Spring — and a 
win by Levelland over Lubbock 
Estacado — to keep their playoff hopes 
alive. Andrews and Estacado.are cur­
rently tied for the district’s third-place 
playoff berth with 5-4 records.

Frenship and Levelland have 
already secured the top two seeds. The

Lady Tigers can clinch the 4-4A cham­
pionship this evening with a win over 
San Angelo Lake View.

Led by senior Leina Braxton, Big 
Spring heads into the game sporting 
one of the youngest lineups in the dis­
trict. The Lady Steers could start up to 
four sophomores against Andrews.

Braxton heads into the game averag­
ing more than 14 points a night.

The Lady Steers head into the show­
down sporting a 1-8 record in District 
4-4A play. For the year, the Lady 
Musta'ngs own a 15-13 record.

The Big Spring Steers, powered by 
the efforts of senibrs Michael Ornales- 
Doporto, Jordan Cobb, Wesley Smith 
and Erin Partee, will try and snap 
their 17-game district slide tonight 
against an Andrews squad they 
pushed to the brink last month in 
their first meeting. The Mustangs 
used a strong third-quarter push on 
Jan. 24 to claim a 61-47 victory in the 
Steer Gym.

Andrews, 21-5 and 5-2, is currently 
second in the 4-4A playoff race behind 
Estacado. Big Spring is 4-23 and 0-7 in 
loop play.

Mavs’
owner

Team
ATLANTA (AP) — 

Dallas Mavericks owner 
Mark Cuban already was 
against his players par­
ticipating in internation­
al play. Watching for­
ward Eduardo Najera get 
into a fight during an 
Olympic qualifying toui- 
nament over the summer 
only added to Cuban's 
resolve.

“The refs can't control 
the game,” Cuban said 
Monday after a small 
business symposium 
before the Mavericks 
played the Atlanta 
Hawks. “ If you're playing 
on the USA team, you 
have a little bit of leeway, 
because you've got all 
these stars.

“Eduardo Najera got 
into a fight at center 
court with a guy from 
another team because he 
was the focal point.”

Najera exchanged 
elbows with Canadian 
Peter Guarasci under the 
basket late in the second 
quarter of the first-round 
finale for both teams. As 
the teams headed 
upcourt, Guarasci shoul­
der-checked Najera to the 
floor in front of the 
Mexico bench.

Najera charged
Guarasci and tackled him 
near midcourt. A brief 
scrum ensued until 
coaches from both teams 
broke it up. Both players 
were suspended for one 
game of the tournament.

“ If you’re carrying 
Team Canada, you're 
really the only NBA play­
er,” Cuban said. “You're 
going to be the target of 
the opposing teams.”

Detroit Pistons and U.S. 
Olympic basketball coach 
Larry Brown doesn't 
share that view, to put it 
mildly. The two of them 
traded barbs on the issue 
through The Dallas 
Morning News over the 
weekend, and neither 
back down Monday.

“That's why we've got 
Asians and South 
Americans and African 
kids and European kids 
playing in our league,” he 
said after practice. “Most 
of the owners that have

See CUBAN, Page 2B

Rodriguez scorches field 
at Monahans Invitational
By TOMMY WELLS
Sports Editor

Ryan Rodriguez found 
the perfect way to begin 
the Big Spring Steers’ golf 
season Saturday after­
noon; He won.

Rodriguez fired a 2-over- 
par 146 and walked away 
with a six-stroke victory 
at the Monahans

Invitational, His effort 
also helped the Steers roll 
to third in the final team 
standings.

Rodriguez blistered the 
course through the first 
18 holes, firing a 72. He 
came back the following 
day to post a 74.

The Steers, who are

See THIRD, Page 2B
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Gee, Payne guide Lady Steers 
to sixth at San Angelo Classic
By TOMMY WELLS

Courtesy photo
Rachel Gee finished ninth 
at the San Angelo Classic.

Sports Editor
SAN ANGELO -  

Rachel Gee and Angela 
Payne turned in solid 
efforts Saturday after­
noon and led the Big 
Spring Lady Steers to a 
sixth-place finish in the 
Blue Division at the San 
Angelo Golf Classic.

The Lady Steers, in 
their first meet of the 
season, recorded a team 
mark of 778 over the two 
rounds. Defending 
District 4-4A champion 
Andrews won the event 
with a score of 680.

Gee, after battling cold, 
windy conditions in the

See BSHS, Page 2B
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HERALD Photo/Tom m y W ells
Big Spring Junior High School eighth grader Danieiie Jeter drives past a pair of Merkel 
defenders during the first half of the Lady Steers' regular season finale Monday in the 
BSJHS gym. The Lady Badgers came away with the win.

Navarro College students keep 
vigil following fatal van crash

CORSICANA (AP) -  
Many Navarro College 
students couldn't sleep 
early Tuesday. Instead, 
they gathered to pray and 
get updates about basket­
ball players and a coach 
involved in a deadly colli­
sion between a team van 
and a tractor-trailer rig in 
Northeast Texas.
• Two players died in the 
crash late Monday night 
while the team was trav­
eling back to Corsicana 
from a game at Paris 
Junior College' Seven 
other van occupants were 
injured, one critically.

“They're a good group of 
guys; that's why it's so 
shocking something like 
this would happen,’’ said 
Sasha Ybarra, an 18-year- 
old freshman from 
Bandera. “They were 
good students, good peo­
ple, guys from all over — 
Tennessee, Africa, New 
Orleans.’’

Director of Student 
Activities Roy “Happy” 
Solis said students started 
Hooding his office when 
he arrived on campus 
early Tuesday.

“Some were just sitting 
there,” said Solis, who is 
also Student Government 
Association adviser. 
“Some just wanted to 
pray to themselves. Some 
are not really sure what 
to think.”

Outside his office, some 
students sat solemnly in 
chairs. One huddled into 
a tight ball on a couch. In

a nearby room, people 
checked Internet sites for 
details and comforted one 
another.

Ybarra said the news 
spread “real quick” 
across the campus about 
60 miles south of Dallas 
where about 750 students 
live.

“Everybody knows the 
basketball team,” she 
said. “Somebody’s dating 
him that we know, or 
they're just friends in 
general. When something 
like that happens, its 
good to know as soon as 
possible.”

She said she imagined 
students were calling the 
players Monday night to 
see if the team won and 
then learned about the 
accident.

“For athletes, it was just 
like a regular trip to play

and come back,” she said. 
“This is not what you 
would expect.”

The team was well- 
respected on campus, said 
Joe Hervey, a 19-year-old 
freshman from Dallas.

“ It was a really good 
team. It was a playoff 
team — the team to beat,” 
he said.

Solis said he expects a 
memorial will be planned 
soon. Students will proba­
bly set up a wall for peo­
ple to write condolences, 
he said.

Ybarra said she wasn't 
sure if the tragedy had 
fully set into the campus. 
Corsicana is about 120 
miles southwest of Paris.

“ It will tomorrow and 
next week, when it starts 
hitting people. When the 
guys come back and it's 
not the same,” she said.

CUBAN
Continued from Page IB

Cowboys QB Hutchinson among 229 NFL Europe invitees
IRVING (AP) -  Chad 

Hutchinson is headed to 
Europe to try proving to 
Bill Parcells that he can 
be an NFL quarterback.

Hutchinson, who failed 
to impress Parcells at 

1 Dallas Cowboys, training 
I'caqip, last summer, was 

among 229 players the 
league listed Monday as

going to NFL Europe.
The opportunity to gain 

playing time overseas has 
been a boon for several 
players, including quar­
terbacks. Super Bowl 
starter Jake Delhomme of 
the- Carolina Panthers 
spent two seasons in 
Europe, the first as a 
backup to Kurt Warner.

Brad Johnson also played 
in Europe years before 
helping Tampa Bay win 
the Super Bowl.

Included among the 
other 18 Europe-bound 
quarterbacks are third- 
stringer Rohan Davey of
Super Bowl,, champion 
New England, former
University of Oklahoma

standout Nate Hybl of 
Cleveland, and Todd 
Husak, also of the 
Browns, who won NFL 
Europe's World Bowl two 
years ago.

Hutchinson went from 
four years of pro base )̂all 
to the Cowbpy^’;,‘,starter, 
midway through his rook­
ie season in 2002.

issues hqve benefited by 
that, so has the NBA.

“All of the sudden now, 
when we've got what we 
want, ‘It's not good to 
send our players over.’ 
It’s not fair to the game.”

Cuban wants his play­
ers to choose between 
their contract with the 
Mavericks and a spot on 
their national teams. Five 
of Dallas' players compete 
for teams other than the 
United States, including 
starters Steve Nash 
(Canada) and Dirk 
Nowitzki ((Germany).

“ I prefer that, if you 
have a contract, you 
make a choice,” he said. 
“We all make choices. If 
it's that important to me 
to play for my country. 
I'm not going to sign my 
contract.

“ I want that leeway to 
play for my country, 
understanding the risks 
involved. Notice, you

don't see players who are 
not under contract play­
ing for their national 
teams.”

Brown is the only man 
to play and coach in the 
Olympics, and he won 
gold medals in both 
capacities. He has served 
on six previous USA 
Basketball staffs, compil­
ing a 43-3 record.

“This has become a 
world sport because of the 
NBA,” he said. “The most 
popular athletes in the 
Olympic games are the 
NBA players. I think we 
have a responsibility to 
show our sport to help 
young kids all over the 
world to want to be in our 
league, and I think we've 
done that.”

Of course, Cuban dis­
agreed.

“He's entitled to his 
opinion. It's really easy to 
spend other people's 
money,” Cuban said of 
Brown. “And honestly, I 
don't think Larry fully 
understands. He under­
stands, from a USA per­
spective.”

HAWKS
Continued from Page IB

offense from there. The 
freshman guard sank the 
back end of a two shot 
free throw opportunity to 
tie the game at 65-65 with 
11:44 remaining.

Clarendon answered 
right back, however. 
Robles, after an inside 
basket from Dewayne 
Abraham had given the 
Hawks a slim 67-65 lead, 
knocked down a three- 
point attempt from the 
left corner and gave 
Clarendon a 69-67 cushion 
with 8:48 to play.

The Hawks, who 
improved to 14-7 for the 
season, stormed back. Joe 
Powell capped a 13-9 run 
over the ensuing five 
minutes of play by 
drilling a three from the 
top of the key. Powell’s 
trey put Howard on top 
by an 80-78 margin with 
1:05 left.

After Titsworth had 
missed two free throws

that could have tied the 
game, Jones drew a foul 
and ballooned the Hawks’ 
lead to three, at 81-78.

Clarendon managed to 
fight its way back to with­
in striking distance later. 
Lewis and Tits-worth 
both pocketed free throws 

w i t h  
l e s s  
t h a n  
f i v e  
seconds

GOFF

remain­
ing to 
c u t 
Howard 
C o 1 - 
l e g e ’ s 
lead to 
82-80.

With three seconds 
remaining. Clarendon 
was forced to foul Jones, 
who stepped to the line 
and nailed both attempts 
to give Howard a four- 
point lead.

Steve Goff paced the 
Hawks offensively, scor­
ing a team-high 19 points.

Howard will host NMJC 
Thursday.

BSHS
Continued from Page IB

first round, starred on 
Saturday. She hammered 
out a 78 and finished 
ninth in the final individ­
ual standings with a final 
score of 171.

Payne finished with a 
mark of 191 and took 31st 
in the field of 68 golfers.

Andrews’ Halli Rich­
ards won the individual 
honors. The Division I- 
signee fired rounds of 80

and 74 and finished with 
a two-day total of 154.

Brennan Bailey, Caylie 
Dunham and Joy Seay 
also played for the Steers. 
Bailey carded a 104 on 
Friday but did not com­
plete the final round.

Dunham etched out 
rounds of 99 and 95 and 
finished at 194. Seay shot 
a 239.

The Lady Steers will 
compete in the Big Spring 
Invitational beginning 
Friday at the Big Spring 
Country Club.

THIRD
Continued from Page IB --

scheduled to host the 2004 
Big Spring Invitational 
this weekend, also gar­
nered solid performances 
from Ryan Wegman and 
Jacob Castle. Wegman

fired rounds of 88 and 85 
to finish at 173. Castle 
recorded rounds of 91 and 

'î 5 and finished with a 
two-day total of 176. Jace 
Williqms and Tommy 
Billalba also scratched 
out strong efforts, finish­
ing at 177 and 178, respec­
tively.
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✓  Tax preparation available
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✓  10 yrs in the Electronic Tax 

Filing Business
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Especially for kids and their
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By BETTY DEBNAM
Saving the Memories and Messages...

Valentines From the Past
a t

O f •
V >
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1. Handmade valentines: This one was 
embroidered, or sewn, onto a piece of 
material. Early valuntines often had doves, 
hearts, flowers or Cupids.

2. Printed valentines: In the beginning of 
the 1800s, stationery stores sold little 
machine-made “scraps," or pieces of 
paper featuring roses, Cupids, flowers and 
beautiful women. People pasted them on 
paper or paper lace and added their own 
messages.
In the 1840s, before the Civil War, printed 
valentine cards and other cards assembled 
in small workshops became very popular. 
As more people moved to the cities, 
stationery stores sold valentines in great 
numbers.

Roses are red 
Violets are blue, 
Saving valentines 
Is fun to do!

It’s fun to get and send 
valentines. It’s also fun to save 
them.

You might have started your 
own collection at home. Someday, 
your valentines might wind up in 
a museum or an archive. (An 
archive is a place to keep records 
and collections.)

To find out about valentines of 
the past, The Mini Page visited 
the Archives Center at the 
Smithsonian’s Museum of 
American History.

The English brought the idea 
of exchanging valentines to this 
country more than 200 years ago, 
in the 1700s. Over the years, 
valentine cards have changed.

Th« Mini Page thanks John Fleckner, chief 
archivist; Faith Davis Ruffins, historian; and 
Allison Oswald, archivist, at the Archives 
Center of the simithsonian National Museum 
of American History.
Site to see: www.americanhistory.si.edu
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3. Vinegar valentines: Vinegar has an acid 
or unpleasant taste. Vinegar cards had an '  
unpleasant but usually humorous message. 
This valentine encouraged a young man to 
stop being a bachelor and get married.

Go dot to dot and color this 
Valentine’s Day symbol.
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We can 
learn about 
popular 
sports and 
fads by 
studying 
valentines.

ElMMan a,

4. Kids' valentines: Valentines for kids 
became popular in the early 1900s. This 
one was probably popular in the 1930s.

Rookie Cookie’s Recipe
Valentine M orning Biscuits

You’ll need:
• 1 ( 16-ounce) package refrigerated biscuits ^
• strawberry or raspberry jelly 
What to do:
1. Divide each biscuit by pulling it apart.
2. Gently stretch each half into an oval shape.
3. On a cookie sheet, place the two halves together, one 

overlapping the other, to form the shape of a heart.
4. Press the halves together m the middle firmly, 

flattening them to stick together well.
5. Bake according to package directions.
6. Remove and serve topped with jelly.
Makes 8 heart-shaped biscuits.

The Mini Page

Rookie Cookie Cookbook
Eoiy , e vs ryd o y  recipes  designed e sp e c ia lly  fo r  k ids!

• snacks Ingredients:
1) Sup-by-slep 

dirtcnoiis
2) Hcasuritig ups
3) Ulensil piide
4) Cooking terms
5) Hoiflo set 1 uMe 
() Table manners guide

• casseroles

• main 
dishes

• mkrowavc 
dishes

* desserts

Encourages Uds to rood and follow directions!

To ortlor. Mnd SiTS Uiil S1.2S fltw  aoU KmdliM ** 'Xti im - kM dwell or moiw, ordtf tU.t. lunai oUr) eoaW* 
to: Androwi McHool Unive'rsol, r.O. Box SSI4, Looweod. KS 44204 or tUI ut-lito |.SOO.S9l-tOei.
Pl#m wnU^_____tofwi U Thm M in i Pago R o o k lo  C o o k lo  Cookbook  (Itom #OOS4) at SI 1.20 aaih.
indwlinf pbtta|t aM haMNif (Suit diuaom MUolnijlian availabto u,«il lal|a«l.) www.iinartwar»hoin«g.coni
Nano: _ _ ____________________________________ ____________ _______  _____  __________________
Addini:______ _̂________________ _______________  _______________________ .. _ ____
Cily:___________________ __ _____ _______________________ Suit:_________ I f : __________

Gus Goodsport’s B̂ ort
Supersport: Kyle Maynard

Hometown: Suwanee, Georgia Weight: 103
Kyle Maynard is a happy, upbeat senior and 

successful wrestler at Collins Hill High School in 
Suwanee, Ga. As of Jan. 4, he had won 22 of 27 
matches and ranked fourth in the state in the 103- 
pound weight class.

That’s incredible —  considering that Kyle has no hands. He was 
bom with congenital amputation. His arms stretch to about elbow 
length. His legs extend to most people's kneecap. But Maynard 
always has had a “never quit” attitude. He’s smart on the mat and 
has remarkable physical strength. But it’s spiritual strength that 
makes Kyle go. “I have a very strong faith,” he said. “Tlothing is 
impossible with God.”

Kyle also enjoys video games, makes good grades in school, and 
plans to go to college next year. As for wrestling, his goal is to win 
the 103-pound state championship. Nobody’s saying he can’t do it.

Meet Jeremy Sumpter
The new star of the popular story 

“Peter Pan” is Jeremy Sumpter. W hile  
the movie is about the boy who would 
never grow up, Jeremy, 15, is actually 
the first boy actor to play the role.

Jeremy grew several inches taller 
while making the film. The size of the 

window on the set was changed so he wouldn’t bump 
his head when he flew in and out of it! The role is the 
biggest one for Jeremy so far. He began his acting 
career when he Was 10.

Jeremy was bom  in Monterey, C a lif, but grew up in 
Kentucky. Jeremy likes to surf. He now lives in Los 
Angeles with his family and has two sisters, including 
a twin. from rtsm MM 0«toM« O lOM Ttw MM X

™ M IGHTY  
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A ll the following jokes have something in common. Can  
you guess the common theme or category?

Valentine Cards of Today
Tricia: Why are elephants’ knees so

wrinkled? A
Kate: Because they tie their . 
tennis shoes too tight! '

Dawn: W hy do elephants wear 
trunks?

Joe: So they won’t be embarrassed!

Mike: How can you tell when elephants have 
been in your refrigerator?

Ken: The door won’t close!

Valentine Cards™No^
Words and names that remind us of valentines are hidden in the block 
below. Some words are hidden backward, both up and down, and 
diagonally. Some letters are used twice. Sise if you can find: HEART, 
DOVE, CUPID, ARROW. LOVE, VALENTINES. DAY. FLOWERS, 
GIFT, CANDY, COURTING, YOU, MOTHER. FATHER, SISTER, 
BROTHER, TEACHER, BE, MINE. GREETING. CARD, NOTE, POEM, 
CODE. RED. FUNNY.

F L O W E F I S G R E E T  I N G  
A X O N B V D F T K V Z C Y N  
T O  I G M E O P  I X O O O S  I 
H M Y  1 R X O L U C A N D Y T  
E R O F V A L E N T  I N E S R  
R N O T E A C H E R E Y V T U  
T R A E H R E T S  I S E O P O  
A R R O W E C A R D D  I P U C  
B R O T H E R F U N N  /  Y  A D

To firKi out more about valentines. The 
Mini Page talked with the e2cperts at 
Hallmark Cards. Hallmark is the largest 
greeting card maker in the world.

Valentine fact-a-roonies
• Valentine’s Day is the second- 

largest day for giving greeting cards. 
(Christmas is the largest.)

This year, more than 200 million cards 
will be exchanged. This number does not 
include the packages of valentines 
used for exchanging in the classroom.

• Today, there are many different 
kinds of valentines designed to be 
sent to special people, such as 
friends, brothers, sisters and 
grandpmrents. However, more than 
half, or 55 percent, are romantic 
valentines for women.

• While you can’t keep all of the 
valentines you get, you might want 
to keep:

— the ones that mean the most.
— the ones that tell us something 

of the times we live in. This might 
include cards featuring fads, TV 
shows and movies.

Kids’ valentines
Kids often buy their valentines in 

collections that they pass out to their 
classmates.

Many valentines that are meant to 
be sent to kids are based on well-known 
toys, TV shows, books and movies.

This Barbie'** card 
was designed for 
grandparents to 
send to their 
granddaughters.

This Tigger card was 
designed for parents 
to send to their sons. 
It is based on a 
character from the 
“Winnie the Pooh” 
book and cartoons.

The Mini Page thanks Hallmark Cards for 
help with this story.

Writing valentines
Richard Bagley has 

been writing greeting 
cards for Hallm ark Cards for 19 
years. When talking with him, we 
found out that:

• H is job is to help people by 
putting their emotions into words.

• Mr. Bagley works way ahead of 
when the cards will go on sale. In 
January, he was working on St. 
Patrick’s cards that will be available 
in March of 2005. Greeting cards go 
through editors and many other 
steps before they go on sale.

• He always carries a 3-by-5-inch 
note card in case he gets an idea 
away from the office.

Sometimes he gets an idea in 
seconds; other times an idea might 
take days.

• He writes cards from different 
viewpoints. For example, he may 
write a card for a daughter to her 
mother and another from a mother 
to her daughter.

M in i  S p y  , . .
Mini Spy and her friends are making Valentine’s Day cards. 
See if you can find: • man in the moon • question mark

• loaf of bread
• sailboat
• letter A
• ring • fish
• feather
• acorn • olive
• umbrella
• two rulers
• heart
• number 2
• number 3
• letter D
• mushroom 

H • number 8

Make a half-circia 
haad; add hair 
circlas. Add arms, 
arrow and 
bow.

4 .
Add wing; arasa 
lag Unas.

How to  draw a rose and a dove

How to make your own valentine
How to  drciw Cupid

' '  o
,.'b  ^

How to  write 
“I love you”

5.
Add feathars 
and a face.

V<alentlrie© from  
he^art© ‘ir

..'Xwha
Q  f '“̂ )Dog Cc’

Mouse
CatarpWar
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Business Opportunity Help Wanted Help Wanted Lost and Found National Ads Pets
A OK! Put that computer to 
work, $690-$5500 mo. PT/FT. 
888-685-9755 24-7 Hotline
dreamsinlife.com
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Need 
Immediate Sale. Flooring 
Store, Partner Sick, Will Go 
Fast. $75k OBO. Call 
(432)517-0078 after 5:00.

CLEAN UP with ServiceMaster 
Clean. People have trusted our 
company to help them to start 
their own business for over 50 
Years. Our principles of hon­
esty and integrity have made 
us a respected company With 
the highest customer, satisfac­
tion scores in the industry. Get 
started for as little as $7,500 
down plus working capital. Fi­
nancing available to qualified 
candidates. Call the leading 
franchisor in disaster restora­
tion, commercial and residen­
tial cleaning. 1-800-RUN 
YOURS ownafranchise.com

America’s Air Force
Jobs available in over 150 ca­
reers plus:
‘ Enlistment bonuses for certain 
careers
‘Up to $10,000 student loan re­
payment
‘Up to 100°o tuition assistarice 
■‘High tech training 
High school grads age 17-27 or 

prior service members from 
any branch, call 

1-800-432-USAF 
or visit

AIRFORCE.COM

LONG JOHN Silvers, Day and 
evening shifts available. Must 
be energetic. Apply in person, 
2403 S Gregg, No phone calls, 
please.

REWARD FOR: Small White 
Poodle (very old). Lost in the 
area of Alamesa. $100. Call 
(432)263-8742 or 213-205.

•“ •HIRING 2004f^^U .S .
POSTAL JOBS- Up to

Miscellaneous
MINIMAL PHYSICAL LABOR!
Truckdrivers needed. Must be 
able to travel. No need to relo­
cate. Two years truckdriving 
experience required. Class A 
CDL and good driving record a 
mlLst. Call 1-800-588-2669 
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm.

USED COMPUTERS, Internet 
ready. Complete, monitor, key­
board, mouse. $50 and up. Call 
(432)263-0700

$54,481.07-r year. FREE Call! 
for INTERVIEW & Registration 
Information, Paid training + 
Benefits, Sign on bonus. Select 
Areas. 1-800-892-5144 ext. 93, 
7 days.
^ • hI ^ G ”  M 04f^^POSTAL  
JOBS! UP TO $1,047.71

ALLERGIC TO Christmas pre­
sent. My lose is your gain. Full 
Blood Bengal Kitten. 5 mon. 
old.. Lovable. $100 or OBO. 
Call (432)267-5434.

TAKING DEPOSITS on 2 fe­
male Chinese Pug puppies 
(fawn). Ready on Valentine’s 
Day. Call Pam (432)268-9585

U.S AIR FORCE 
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

EXPERIENCED HEAVY
Equipment Operator Needed. 
Send resume to: P.O. Box 657, 
Forsan. TX 79733, or fax re­
sume : 432-264-0074.

LOSE WEIGHT for the last 
time! I lost 40 ibs in 2 mon. 
Ephedra Free. 888-244-6806
THIS NEWSPAPER is not re­
sponsible for the specific con­
tent of the National Classified 
ads. Before investing money in 
a business/employment oppor­
tunity with which you are unfa­
miliar, please call the National 
Better Business Bureau at 
703-276-0100 or visit 
www.bbb.org

FOOD SERVICE Positions
Big Spring State Hospital is 
currently seeking applicants for 
the following positions:

Food Service Worker I: 
Part-time S599/mo.

Food Service Worker I: 
$1,198/mo

Ability to read, write, and com­
plete basic arithmetic computa­
tions used in cooking. (Prefer 
HS diploma/GED) Duties in­
clude: serving food to clients 
with regular and modified diets, 
preparing dining area, cleaning 
food service area. Contact Hu­
man Resources at the follow-

NEEDED 
AT ONCE
•Assembly 

•Customer Service 
• Manager Trainee 

• FT/PT 
$2000

a month to start! 
if qualified

No experience necessary, 
but a plus.

Must be 18, neat 
in appearance, and able to 

start immediately!
Call Personnel Dept. 
Monday & Tuesday 

264-7171

WANT TO Purchase small 
Real-Estate Appraisal Busi­
ness in Midland/ Odessa area. 
Call (432)683-7460 or 
(432)661-4158.

National Ads

WEEKLY, FREE CALL! FOR 
INTERVIEW AND REGISTRA­
TION INFORMATION. SIGN 
ON BONUS 1ST 100 CALL­
ERS. SELECT AREAS, 
1-800-892-5549 fX T . 92, 7 
days

Real Estate for Rent

$$$ UP TO $%29 WEEKLY! 
Mailing letters from home. 
Easy! Any Hours!
Full/part-time. No experience 
necessary. U.S. Digest 
1-888-389-1790 24 hours
$25,000 CASH grants - 
GUARANTEED! All U.S. resi­
dents qualify! Money for bills, 
business, school, etc... Call 
1-800-363-5222 ext. 637

GOVERNMENT JOBS! WILD­
LIFE/ POSTAL $13.51 TO 
$58.00 per hour. Full Benefits. 
Paid raining. Calf for Applica­
tion and Exam Information. No 
Experience Necessary. Toll 
Free 1-888-269-6090 ext. 100

NURSES UNLIMITED, Hiring 
Pediatric RN, LVN for Big 
Spring area. Full time. Contact 
Kristi Young RN or Lou Comp­
ton LVN at 432-550-1720 or 
e-mail resume to
youngk@nursesunlimited.com

••••ANNOUNCEMENr^^HIR- 
ING 2004! FEDERAL
POSTAL JOBS!, Up to 
$54,481 07-I- year. FREE 
CALL! Interview & Registration 
Information. Sign on Bonus 1st 
100 Callers. Select Areas. 
1-800-892-5549 ext. 94, 7
days.

HOMEOWNERS! LIMITED of­
fer - 2.95‘’o. Loan Rate. I be­
lieve you will find this is the 
lowest rate av.iilable anywhere. 
Limited. offer. Nationwide 
Lender. Any credit. 
1-888-581-3328

Did you miss your Herald?
Call 263-7335 & ask for 

Circulation.
BIG

SPRING HERALD

>VVVVVVVVW VVVW 1
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NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMPLEX

Swimming Pool 
Carports,

Most Utilities Paid, 
Senior Citizen 

Discounts,
1 &  2 Bedrooms &

1 or 2 Baths 
Unfurnished

KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

t t i '
1904 Eiist 25lh Street

267-5444
,jj 263-5000 mv,i7 ^

2605 CINDY, 3 Bedroom, 2 
bath. Large livingroom, CH/A, 
fenced yard. $575 month + de­
posit. Call (432)264-8813.

ing;

Help W anted
$-$-$-$-$-$-$-$

RAPID
ADVANCEMENT 

CALL NOW! 
Management Positions 

Are Opening Up Due To 
Rapid Growth

• No Experience Necessary/.. 
* Will Tram For Position*_ 

$2100/Mo. Potential 
Call For Interview 

Monday & Tuesday 
264-7319 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

1901 N. Hwy 887 
Big Spring, TX 79721 _

(432) 268-7256 
EEOC Employer

HEL^W A N fgfc l'lu Il time. Ap-
ply at Wasson Road Grocery, 
2512 Wasson Road.

ROLLING PLAINS Physician 
Office in Sweetwater has a po­
sition for a full-time X-Ray 
Technician, certification in 
mammography helpful. Bene­
fits include PTO, Holiday Pay, 
401K, Health Insurance. Inter­
ested parties' may fax resume 
to (325)235-5925 or contact 
TWC.

Real Estate for Rent ■  Real Estate for Rent I Real Estate for Rent

HIRING IMMEDIATELY!
Truckdrivers needed with oil- 

TieTd' experrehce. Must be able 
to travel No need to relocate. 
Two years truckdriving experi­
ence required. Class A CDL 
and good driving record a 
must. Call 1-800-588 2669 
Mon-Fri, 8am-5pm.

WAREHOUSE/ DELIVERY
needed to move furniture. 
Good driving record required. 
Must be 21. Paid vacation & 
holidays. Apply in person. 
Credit World 1611 Gregg.

Instructional

FARM HAND Wanted, 
enced Only.
(432)684-5418.

—  rExperi-
Call

APPLIANCE REPAIR

A - 2 - Z
S e r v i c e

Air Condition  Sr Healinq Scivico 

F.. Washers fir Dryers h
M —Ranqes. Refrigerators 

8r Dishwashers I 
Call ------ -

432-393-5217
for appointment

25 Years Ext.

“It Fays To Read 
Bif,' Spring Herald 

C'lassineds”

PIANO & Voice Lessons Be­
ginners through Advance 
Years of teaching experience 
2607 Rebecca.Call
(432)263-3367

HILLSIDE PROPERTffiS
Homes With Alarm Systems 

2 .3  - 4 ' 5 ,  Even 6 Bedrooms Available 

Rent - Rent'tO'Ov/n or Buy With Owner Financing 

Swimming Pool - Basketball Volleyball Courts

24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

2501 Fairchild Phone 263-3461

T
i

$1.89 Per Day; 6-Month Contract $1.58 Per Day 
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!! ^

CARPET C LEANING

Amazing Power 
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Audit/Estimate 
Call

Bill & Jackie 
432-263-1488
Truck Mount Unit

FENCES FENCES HEATING HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT M  HOME IMPROVEMENT

B & M  F E N C E
All types of
Fences 8< 
Repairs.

Frpi’ Estimates.... 
Robert Marquez 

Owner 
432-263-1613

Q U A LIT Y  
FENCE  

Jimmy Marquez 
Owner

Finest in FencingTerms available 
Free Estimates Cedar, Redwood Spruce, Chainlink, 
CALL TODAY 
,432-267-3319

A. J. Finch 
Company

Heating and 
Air

Conditioning 

45 Yrs. Exp.

WE DO ELECTRIC
432-267-9654 |

R S
H O M E  R E P A IR

Remodel, Carpenter, 
Painting, Plumbing. • 

Minor Electrical
F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

Garage door repair. 
Appliances installed

432-816-3030

Call PeteItemodels Home - Repairs, Addition.s Trim. Commercial or Residential
M u n o z  C o n s t .
O ffice: 432-570-4815 r 

C ell: 894-1354 S

DOORS/
GARAGE
DOORS
Home Repair • Carpentry 

Sheet Work
Repaired/Replaced 
Kitchen &Balath

BOB’S CUSTOM I 
WOODWORK  

400 E. 3RD 267-5811

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT LAWN SERVICE RENTALS ROOFING

X
Primo's 

New York Nasonary II
Slabs, I’alios, Driveways, 
Walkways, IJrk h Dior h, -  

Stucco, Stonework and Tile. L- 
Also Repairs 
References 

18 Yrs. Experience 
Call

Anthony Primiano
(432) 264-6079X

L

Gibbs RemodelingNew home Construction • Room Additions Carports • Dry Wall Hanging & Finishing & Exterior Wallpaper Hanging • Ceramic Tile Installation & RepairAll Remodel Needs Of Any Room In Your Home.
Call 263-8285

MOWING, TILLING, 
HAULING 

TREE TRIMMING 
CLEAN STORAGE 

SHEDS 
AND

ODD JOBS
CALL

432-267-5460
L E A V E  M E S S A G E

V E N T U R A
C O M P A N Y

432 267-2655 
Houses 

Duplexes 
1, 2, 3 Bedrooms 
For rent/sale 
410 Dallas 
905 E. 15th 
710 E. 18th

FULLMOON 
ROOFING, INC. 

Voted T o p  100 
Roofing Contractors 

In America 
FREE ESTIMATES
No Money Down 
COMPETITIVE 

PRICES

432-267-5478 \

ROOFING ROOFING SIDING TAX SERVICES TREE TRIMMING WEED CONTROL

PALACIOS 
ROOFING & HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
Roofs, Room Additions, 
Ceramic Tile, Fences, 

Painting Insured & Bonded
Home Phone#

432-Q63-5430
f  *CeU#

432-213-0363 i

JOHNNY FLORES 
ROOFING

Shingles, hand.nailed 
Hot Tar & Gravel.

All types of repairs. 
Work guaranteed!! 

Specialized Hot Tar Roofs

Free Estimates & 
Surrounding Areas

267-^110

FOUR 
SEASONS 

Insulation & 
Siding 

Big Spring’s 
OLDEST

LOCALLY OWNED
Insulation & 

Siding Company

432-264-8610

FAST CASH
On Income Tax Refund 

Loan In I -3 Days
TAX ASSOCIATES

400  Runnels
(Acroot From 

Mart)
CALL

(432) 264-6134,
“Se Hebla Espenof

LU P E ’S TREE  
T R IM M IN G

More than 20 years 
of experience. Stump 

grinder available. 
For Tree Trimming 

and removal.

Call Lupe 
432-207-8317 
432-200-9841 j

SOUTHWESTERN 
A-1 PEST 
CONTROL
Since 19S4 

432'263-6514

2008 BirdweU Lane 
Max F. Moore

www.8walpc.com
mm@swalpc.com

Big Sprin(
Tuesday,

Real Esta

B a r e
A p a r t

Move-ln

All Bi
IWWwtoveRd.

Hei
ALL BIl

*200 MovRenovated
267

$50 MOVE- 
************1^

ONE and 
Apartment 

Starting

•FREE
•On site Lau 

•Covered 
with E 

•Playgrount 
•Central

SUNSET R 
2911 W. 

432-2f

1311 TUCSOK
eled, 2 bdr., 1 t 
rage, CH/A, 
Fenced yar 
$295./dep. 4G 
432-8005
1501 LINCOLI
Bedroom 1 
(432)267-3841
2 & 3 Bdrm f 
CH/A No p 
(432)263-5818
2, 3, 4, bdr. He 
sale. Or Rei 
432-267-3905.
3 BDR., 1
$375.mo. 2602 
432-352-0152.
4 BEDROOM,
newly rem( 
270-3848.
407 1/2 E. 8th
ment. Recen' 
New counter 
$275/mo. -t- de 
Call (432)267-2:
610 EAST 15
room, 1 bath 
$150/ de 
(432)263-1792 (
900 SCURRY.
CH/A, washer. 
Appliances fi 

*(432)213-2681

710 S

Nam e___

Address—

City.
Telephone

Write one i

Up to 25 V
$16.50
__Five Cc

___ Th ree '

Enhances
Price I

DE/
12 noon Fri. 1 
for Monday:  ̂
Tues; 12 noo 
noon Wed. fo 
Thurs. for Fri

Enclosed is 
_C red it Car 

Exp. Date___

Are you a s
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Real Estate for Rent I  Real Estate for Rent Vehicles

I

Barcelona
Apartments

“Call For
V  Move-tn Specials"

All Hills Paid

H eiglits
_____  Apartm ents

ALL BILLS PAID
$200 Move-in SpecialRenovated 1 bedrooms

2 6 7 -2 7 7 1
$50 MOVE-IN SPECIAL

ONE and Two Bedroom 
Apartment home available. 

Starting from $335.00 
per month.

•FREE CABLE
*On site Laundry Facilities 

‘ Covered Picnic area 
with BBQ Grills 

•Playground for the Kids 
•Central Air & Heat

SUNSET RIDGE APTS 
2911 W. HWY 80 

432-263-2292

1311 TUCSON Newly remod­
eled, 2 bdr., 1 bath, one car ga­
rage, CH/A, W/D hookup. 
Fenced yard. $410/mo., 
$295./dep. 432-270-0833 or
432-8005

1501 LINCOLN-A. Duplex. 2 
Bedroom 1 Bath. Call 
(432)267-3841 or 270-7309.

2 & 3 Bdrm Houses for Rent 
CH/A No pets No HUD 
(432)263-5818 or 213-0820
2, 3, 4, bdr. Houses for rent or 
sale. Or Rent-to-Own. Call 
432-267-3905.
3 BDR., i batfL CHA  
$375.mo. 2602 Albrook. Call 
432-352-0152.

4 BEDROOM, 2 bath, CHA,
newly remodeled. Call
270-3848.

407 1/2 E. 8th. 1 Bdrm Apart­
ment. Recently remodeled. 
New counter tops. CH/A. 
$275/mo. -H deposit. No HUD. 
Call (432)267-2296

610 EAST 15th St., 2 Bed- 
room, 1 bath. $285/ month 
$150/ deposit. Call
(432)263-1792 or 816-9984.

900 SCURRY. 3/1 Apartment. 
CH/A, washer, dryer hookups. 
Appliances furnished. Call 

*(432)213-2681

EDWARD’S HEIGHTS AREA
3 Bedroom 2 bath w/pool. 
$1250.00 month (w/pool & yard 
maintenance). Pets O.K., 
Smoking Outside Only. 
$1000.00 Deposit required. 
Call (432) 517-0038. '

LARGE 1 Bedroom, for rent. 
$350 month. All bills paid. $150 
deposit. Call (432)264-6611.

MIDWAY AREA, small 2 Bed- 
room Mobile Home. $300/mo. 
$150/deposit. Washer/ Dryer, 
CH/A. HUD approved. Call 
(432)393-5585 or 270-3928.

OFFICE/ SHOWROOM. 1800 
sq. ft. 1307 B. Gregg St., $400/ 
month + deposit. Call Westex 
Auto Parts @ (432)263-5000.

Real Estate for Sale
$1,000 TOTAL Move in Cost.
On each remaining 3 New 
homes on 1300 Block of 
Marijo. Reasonably good credit 
required, Down payment assis­
tance and lowered interest 
rates to Qualified Buyer. No 
Payments till Feb. 2004. Call 
now (432)520-9848 Cameo In­
vestments Inc.

705 S. Lancaster. Cheaper 
than a storage building! Cash 
Price $4,900. or $500 down, 
$94/mo. for 84 mos. Call 
(512)826-2553.

ANDA EN busca de una casa? 
Si, no tiene credito o mal 
credito hableme al numero 
(432)413-0549 Annette San­
chez. Tengo una casa de 2 re- 
camaras y 1 bano 705 S Lan­
caster Y otra de 1 recamarai y 
1 bano 1811 State St.

FOR SALE BY OWNER
Owner Financing Provided. 
Low down payment, low 
monthly. 3 Bdrm, 1 bath. Up­
dated Kitchen & bath. 1103 
Sycamore. Call (432)425-9994.

FOR SALE: 2 story, 3,000 sq. 
ft., downtown office building. 
Would be ideal for Doctor’s Of­
fice. Call (432)267-3126

NEED A home? I can help, no 
credit, bad credit, I will finance 
your home with a low 
down/payment. Please call An­
nette Sanchez @
(432)413-0549 1811 State 1 
Bdrm 1 bath & 705 Lancaster 2 
Bdrm 1 bath.

NEW CONSTRUCTION Open 
House. Sat.-Sun. 1-6 pm. or 
any time by appt. 1308 Marijo. 
Call (432)520-9848.

Great Selection o f  O.Ts with 
up lu

$ 6 5 0 0  
R e b a t e s  iBOB BROCK FORD

500 W.4TH 267-742-I

TA X  REFUND SALE
W E F IN A N C E  YO U  

Tax Checks Welcome!

87 Auto Sales
1263 2382 267^787

1990 HARLEY Davidson XLH
1200 Sportster needs work. 
$3000 OBO. Call
(432)267-1080 or 816-7759
1991 CHEVY Passenger Van, 
51k. $3400. 1993 Ford 15 Pas­
senger Van, 90k. $4300. Call 
(432)393-5231.
2000 OLDSMOBILE Intrigue, 
cruise, tilt, CD, cassette, all 
power. Excellent condition. 
$6,750. Call (432)268-3654 or 
466-2060.
EDDIE BAUER, 1995 pick-up 
(Two tone Red). 4 Speed with 
overdrive, 65k. Clean. Good 
Condition. $4500 Firm. Call 
(432)466-0227 leave message 
after 5 pm.
FOR SALE, red 2003 Ford 
F-250, 4x4, 29,000 miles. Re­
duce for quick sale, $26,500. 
Located 600 Main. Call 
432-207-3126, from 8:00-5:00, 
432-267-7648 after 5:00.

Legals
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLE 
TO: Registered Owners

Jack & Wanda Cunningham 
1505 Avion 

Big Spring, TX 79720 
This is to notify you that the follow­
ing described Abandon Motor Vehi­
cle is in my possission.
Year: 85
Make: Subaru GL
Vehicle Identification:
JFIAC43B2FC231866
Vechile may be reclaimed at 5716
Garden City Hwy., Big Spring, TX
#4107 February 10, 2004

u
We Can Save 
You Money By 

Advertising Your 
Business In Our 

Professional 
Service Directory! Call 

263-7331
for more information.

BIG
SPRING HERALD.

Legals
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
FLUID INJECTION WELL PERMIT
CrownQuest Operating, LLC is ap­
plying to the Railroad Commission 
of Texas for a permit to inject fluid 
into a formation which is productive 
of ( >1 and gas.
The applicant proposes to inject 
fluid into the San Angelo/ Clearfork 
formation in the Mary Foster lease, 
well number 337W. The proposed 
water injection welt is located nine 
(9) miles southwest of Westbrook, 
Texas in the latan, East Howard 
Field, in Mitchell County. Fluid will 
be injected into strata in the sub­
surface depth interval from 2,300’ 
to 3,140’.
LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 
of the Texas Water Code, as 
amended. Title 3 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code, as 
amended, and the Statewide Rules 
of the Oil and Gas Division of a the 
Railroad Commission of Texas. 
Requests for a public hearing from 
persons who can show they are 
adversely affected, or requests for 
further information concerning any 
aspect of the application should be 
submitted in writing, within fifteen 
days of publication, to the Environ­
mental Services Section, Oil and 
Gas Division, Railroad Commission 
of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Capitol 
Station, Austin, Texas 78711 (tele­
phone 512/463-6792).
#4113 February 10, 2004

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
FLUID INJECTION WELL PERMIT
CrownQuest Operating, LLC is ap­
plying to the Railroad Commission 
of Texas for a permit to inject fluid 
into a formation which is productive 
of oil and gas.
The applicant proposes to inject 
fluid into the San Angelo/ Clearfork 
formation in the Mitchell-C-Fee 
lease, well number 21W. The pro­
posed water injection well is lo­
cated nine (9) miles southwest of 
Westbrook, Texas in the latan. 
East Howard Field, in Mitchell 
County. Fluid will be injected into 
strata in the subsurface depth inter­
val from 2,300’ to 3,160’,
LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 
of the Texas Wafer Code, as 
amended. Title 3 of the Texas 
Natural Resources Code, as 
amended, and the Statewide Rules 
of the Oil and Gas Division of a the 
Railroad Commission of Texas. 
Requests for a public hearing from 
persons who can show they are 
adversely affected, or requests for 
further information concerning any 
aspect of the application should be 
submitted in writing, within fifteen' 
days of publication, to the Environ­
mental Services Section, Oil and 
Gas Division, Railroad Commission 
of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Capitol 
Station, Austin, Texas 78711 (tele­
phone 512/463-6792).
#4112 February 10, 2004

Tomorrow s Horoscope
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BY JOYCE JILLSON

The Aquarian sun loves 
a spirited msmmsmammmmm
exchange, 
the kind
that makes 
strangers 
into friends 
and friends 
into co- 
conspir­
ators. And 
under the 
Libra moon, 
it’s not hard 
to find 
counterpart

Joyce Jillson
a fantastic 
Libra’s air of 

diplomacy will be noticed 
at work, too. Shake hands, 
smile, and be aware that 
you are, in a sense, 
interviewing for the job all 
over again.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) . Judge others fairly. 
Try not to assign bad 
motives. Everyone is doing 
the best he or she possibly 
can given their own 
limitations. Higher-ups are 
seeing you as an equal. 
You can step up a notch on 
the corporate ladder.

•̂ .'AURUS (April 20-May
20) . Allowing yourself to be 
vulnerable shows that you 
care more about the other 
person than about how he 
or she sees you. It’s a way 
of putting others first, and 
it makes you irresistible. 
Who doesn't want to feel 
this important?

GEMINI (May 21-June
21) . Instead of expecting a 
change to occur, make one 
happen by acting in a 
different way. Modeling 
how you would like your 
significant one to behave 
is the only way guaranteed 
to produce positive 
changes in his/her actions 
now.

CANCER (June 22-July
22) . Money comes when 
you need it. But it’s no fun 
living check to check. The 
key is to convince yourself 
that you need it more. Set 
higher financial goals. A 
bigger financial safety net 
will reduce stress.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). 
Your overall mood is a 
little high-strung. Nerves 
and a feeling of being 
generally overwhelmed 
could make you sick if you 
let them continue to run 
you. Life only asks you to 
do your best, not the 
impossible.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Social situations call for 
you to be on top of your 
game. This afternoon 
shows you the fork in the 
road. Once you decide, 
don't hesitate. You owe an 
explanation to no one, as

long as you justify your 
actions to yourself first.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Learn all you can from 
someone who has been 
there, and you’ll avoid the 
potholes. Spending on 
credit is unnecessary. 
Besides, what you invent 
instead of buying is 
brilliant. Your love life 
needs a jolt of energy. Be 
spontaneous.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
21). A lighthearted mood 
takes hold, and you wish it 
would last. Keep a Libra or 
Gemini around, and it will. 
Research gives you access 
to new sources of income. 
Redecorate tonight. You’ve 
got a special way with 
color!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21). Your power at 
work is growing. Because 
people want to know you, 
you make connections 
without even trying. A 
Virgo can pick . the 
investment that will earn 
you top dollar. Loved ones 
are in a playful mood.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19). Make a real effort 
to stop worrying about 
what friends are thinking 
about, you. People who are 
worth having as friends 
won’t judge you by 
outward , appearances. In 
fact, peoph' Wurth having 
as friends uon’t judge you 
at all.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). You wake up feeling 
like a commanding figure, 
a leader. But that doesn’t 
mean you know what’s 
right for everyone. Think 
twice before instructing 
others. Later, someone 
spills your secret. It makes 
you more endearing.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20). Experience over 
training is emphasized. If 
you are in business for 
yourself, raise your rates. 
An unusual request is your 
chance to really shine. If a 
Scorpio is involved, 
definitely say "yes." More 
exercise will make you 
happier.

If you would like to write 
to Joyce Jillson, please go 
to www.creators.com and 
click on "Write the Author" 
on the Joyce Jillson page, 
or -you may send her a 
postcard in the mail. To 
find out more about Joyce 
Jillson and read her past 
columns, visit the Creators 
Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com.

©2004 JOYCE JILLSON
DISTRIBUTED BY
CREATORS SYNDICATE, 

INC.

Annie’s Mailbox
Dear Annie: I grew up in 

a very bigoted family, 
although I always have 
seen people as just people, 
not a "color."

At the moment, 1 am 
dating a man of another 
race, and I believe we have 
a future together. I know if 
my family discovers my 
relationship with "Hugo," 
they will disown me. When 
I look at this man, I see 
only a wonderful, sweet, 
caring, funny, considerate 
and loving person who 
cares very much for me 
and would provide a 
modicum of financial 
security and stability 
should we marry.

My family is not going to 
"come around." My anxiety 
over such a huge decision 
is causing me a great deal 
of unrest. What do 1 do? - 
Southern Belle

Dear Belle: Hugb
deserves a woman who has 
the courage to tell her 

.family she loves him. You 
do not have to confront 
your family right now, but 
should the relationship 
progress and marriage 
become likely, you will 
need to inform them.

Whatever the fallout, you 
will have demonstrated 
honesty and integrity.

Dear Annie: Recently, 
my daughter was 
diagnosed as being HIV­
positive. Our family was 
devastated, but we rallied 
around her.

My daughter looks 
perfectly healthy, and 
people with this vin’c 
lead productive, active and 
healthy lives for 10, 20, 
even 30 years. However, it 
is still socially 
stigmatizing to have HIV, 
so choosing which people 
to tell can be draining. For 
HIV-positive * people, 
keeping thjs secret can be

K athy M itchell M arcy  S u g a r
difficult.

Please help us educate 
readers about how you can 
and cannot spread this 
disease. Tell people you 
cannot spread it by casual 
contact, a kiss on the 
cheek, holding hands or 
hugging others. It is spread 
through unprotected sexual 
contact and/or sharing 
needles or infected blood 
products.

We are fortunate that we 
have a loving and 
accepting family. In the 
long run, we will be OK. I 
just pray that people will 
think twice about judging 
others. Someday it could be 
you. - Proud To Be Her 
Mom

Dear Proud: It is 
surprising, after all these 
years, that people are still 
ignorant about HIV. It is 
transmitted through blood 

body r.i’ ids. not by 
touching, kissing or 
sharing the same air. With 
proper medical care, people 
with HIV can lead normal 
lives for many years. 
Thanks for reminding 
everyone.

© 2004 CREATORS
SYNDICATE, INC.

http://www.bigspringherald.com
http://www.creators.com
http://www.creators.com
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T h is  Date  
In  H isto ry
By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 10, 
the 41st day of 2004. There 
are 325 days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight in 
History:

On Feb. 10, 1967, the 25th 
Amendment to the 
Constitution, dealing with 
presidential disability and 
succession, went into effect.

On this date:
In 1763, FVance ceded 

Canada to England under 
the Treaty of Paris, which 
ended the French and 
Indian War.

In 1840, Britain’s Queen 
Victoria married Prince 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg- 
Gotha.

In 1846, members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, the 
Mormons, began an exodus 
to the west from Illinois.

In 1942, the former French 
liner Normandie capsized

in New York Harbor a day 
after it caught fire while 
being refitted for the U.S. 
Navy.

In 1942, RCA Victor pre­
sented Glenn Miller and his 
Orchestra with a gold 
record for their recording of 
“Chattanooga Choo Choo,” 
which had sold more than a 
million copies.

In 1949, Arthur Miller’s 
play “Death of a Salesman” 
opened at Broadway’s 
Morosco Theater.

In 1962, the Soviet Union 
exchanged captured
American U-2 pilot Francis 
Gary Powers for Rudolph 
Ivanovich Abel, a Soviet 
spy held by the United 
States.

In 1968, Peggy Fleming of 
the United States won the 
gold medal in ladies’ figure 
skating at the Winter 
Olympic Games in 
Grenoble, France.

In 1981, eight people were 
killed, 198 injured, when 
fire broke out at the Las 
Vegas Hilton hotel-casino.

In 1989, Ron Brown was 
elected chairman of the 
Democratic National 
Committee, becoming the

first black to head a major 
U.S. political party.

Today’s Birthdays: Opera 
singer Leontyne Price is 77. 
Movie composer Jerry 
Goldsmith is 75. Actor 
Robert Wagner is 74, Singer 
Roberta Flack is 65. Singer 
Jimmy Merchant (Frankie 
Lymon and the Teenagers) 
is 64. Olympic gold-medal 
swimmer Mark Spitz is 54. 
Country singer Lionel 
Cartwright is 44. ABC’s 
“This Week” host George 
Stephanopoulos is 43. 
Actress Laura Dern is 37. 
Country singer Dude 
Mowrey is 32. Pop singer 
Rosanna Taverez (Eden’s 
Crush) is 27.
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Newsday Crossword ON TRACK by Norma Steinberg 
Edited by Stanley Newman

ACROSS
1 Closed-lips 

sound
4 Von__Family

Singers 
9 Clarinetist 

Shaw
14 Stop__dime
15 Actress Rene
16 Brink
17 It benefits 

everyone
20 Houston 

baseballer
21 Stage 

whisper
22 Actor 

Calhoun
23 Soft shade 
26 Dun &

Bradstreet
abbr.

29 Genetics
Ip ttp r^

30 X-rated stuff
31 Amphibian
32 Is forced
33 Tenor Enrico 
35 Croupier’s

phrase
38 Summer wear
39 Talent
40 Remain 

unresolved
41 Harness lines
42 Stewart or 

Steiger
45 Reverent 

respect
46 Turn sharply
48 YOU ARE _
49 Lesley of 

TV news51 Meat jelly
52 Display in a 

good light
57 Flax fabric
58 Housing 

development

59 Preacher’s 
subject

60 Runner Jesse
61 Adlai’s 

running mate
62 Demolition 

need

DOWN
1 Director Ron
2  l n _

(all together)
3 Meditation 

chant
4 Threesome
5 Diamond 

score
6 Donkey
7 Letter 

after chi
8 Spud
9 Be of service 

10 No longer
working: Abbr.

11 Auditioned
12 to Rio” 

(Peter Allen 
tune)

13 Poetic 
contraction

18 Humorously 
sarcastic

19 Put to good__
23 Stances
24 Bohemian
25 Pool table 

game
27 Low voice 

range
28 Hoo-ha
30 Agreement
31 Difficult 

journey
32 Difficult
33 Construction 

site machine
34 Fundamentals
35 “What a relief!”

36 Wanting 
company

37 Pt. of UCLA
38 Hot tub
41 Tell, as a tale
42 Meal
43 Starting point
44 Proper
46 Fills
47 “__asked

you?”
48 DDE’s 

predecessor
50 Bed size
51 Unwelcome 

houseguests
52 Good sign on 

Broadway
53 Hem and__
54 AMA 

members
55 Wine 

container
56 Flying expert
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