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Blood drive

With the holidays in
full swing, United
Blood Services more
than ever is in-need of
people willing to give
the gift ofltfe’ %

A blood drive has
been set for 10 .a.m.
until 4 p.m. Monday at
Woodforest National
Bank in Wal-Matt, 201
W. Marcy. :

Donors must .be at
least 17 years of age,
weigh at least 110
pounds,, be: in good
health and have not
donated blood within
the last eight weeks.
All donors must pre-
sent some type of iden-
tification, such as a
driver’s license, school
or work I.D., Social
Security card or a pass-
port.

For more informa-
tion, contact United

Blood Services at (432) 7

Senlor tours

An RSVP meeting
will be held at 2 p.m.
Jan. 8 to plan upcom-
ing wvacation tours.
The meeting will be
held in the Dora
Roberts Community
Center.

The Retired Senior
Volunteer Program
offers tours through-
out the year. The 2004
schedule includes new
destinations as well as
some of the old
favorites.

For more informa-
tion, contact the RSVP
office at 264-2397 or
Bilbrey Tours at 1-888-
692-1308.
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Find us online at:
www.bigspringheraid.com

To reach us, please call
263-7331. Office hours
are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
If you miss your paper,
g‘ ease call 263-7335

fore 7 p.m. on week-

days and 11 a.m. on

_ season, many people may
faced with a holiday dilemma:

gv ’ L k2 %

™

Staff Writer

As the last few needles on thé

Christmas tree begin to fall tlig

What do I do with my tree now?

The city of Big Spring has the
answer,

“We’ll be collecting the”
Christmas trees in a large 80-
yard container here at the
Municipal Landfill,” said City
Sanitation . Supervisor Joe
Pesina. “We'll collect them all

overto tbgeity most !'acmty \i
Pesina said the seasonal effort
is two-fold. -
“The compost facﬂity will
grind the trees up to bé used in
' the compost,” he said. “That way

we're recycling -them and not

just throwing them in the land-
fill. The other reason we do this
is to keep people from putting
the trees in their dumpsters.
When people put them in the

Forthooe thatchooutodispose

of their trees in ‘dumpsters,
Pesina said the results could get

“If someéone puts their tree in a
dumpster or next to the dump-
ster, we won't pick it up,” he
said. “We'll simply notify code
enforcement and let them handle
it.”

Pesina said dropping your tree '
off at the landfill is free of
charge, and there are only a few

simple guidelines to follow.

dumpsters, they get stuck and
“We need people to make sure

cause a serious problem for us.”

T

50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 WEEKEND

ipal landfill

all of the lights and ornaments
are off the tree,” he explained.
“We also can't take it if it’s still
wrapped in plastic or anything

‘like that. You also need to make

sure the tree stand has been
taken off. Once they drop it off,
we’ll take it from there.”

All city facilities are closed
until Monday, including the
municipal landfill and compost

'facility.

Contact Staff Writer Thomas
Jenkins at 263-7331 ext. 232.

| more than 82,000 bales

A cotton farming season
that may have looked a
little rocky in the begin-
ning is showing a silver
lining, as gins all over the
area report above average
production. Area cotton
gins recently reported
have been completed this
season, with more on the
way. Local cotton produc-
er Horace Tubb reported
yields of 2.5 to 3.5 bales
per acre from irrigated
crops, and an average of
2 bales per acre on dry-
land cotton.

HERALD photos/Bruce School

By THOMAS JENKINS
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Gins report cotton production up

8,000 bales by the end of the sea-

Staff Writer

duction this season,

Cotton farmers and gin owners
in the Crossroads area report a
welcome upswing in cotton pro-

son, has had to change that outlook
as it races_to keep up with produc-
ers.

“We've been incredibly busy,”
said Rene Beall, bookkeeper.
“We've completed

despite what appeared
to be a rough start ear-
lier in the year.

Irma Leal, with the
Co-Op Gin in Ackerly,
said production is on
track compared to pre-
vious years and is
expected to top last
year’s figures by a
good margin.

“We’'ve done 18,340
bales so far, so I think

“It's been so strong
we've had to put
on a night crew.

We're really having

a great year.”

Brenda Robinson,
Tarzan Gin

approximately 6,600
bales of cotton so far,
and we'’re still going
strong. I suspect we’re
about halfway through
now.

“We managed todo a
little more than 12,000
last year and we're
expected to come close
to that this season as
well.”

season,”

gin this season.”

Sunday.

|

A

it’'s safe to say we're where we
expected to be at this point in the
said Leal. “This is going
to be.a better year for us compared
to last year. We expect to finish
between 32,000 and 35,000 bales.
There’s definitely more cotton to

The Big Spring Gin, which
expected to process approximately

With the abundance
of cotton also come the problems
associated with falling behind,
something Big Spring Co-Op Gin’s
Julie Bartlett said she’s happy to
see.

“After not ginning last year, this
is a very pleasant surprise,” said
Bartlett. “We've finished 7,346
bales so far, and we're about 10

expect to get behind.
See COTTON, Page 3A

days behind where we want to be.
Of course, when you have this
much product to deal with, you

LIGHTS!

One week left
to view displays
in the city park

By LYNDEL MOODY

Staff Writer

Sightseers have less
than a week to view the
vast array of illuminated
displays at Comanche

Trail Park this
holiday season
as the final day
for the Festival
of Lights is
Wednesday.
“It’s been
bumper-to-
bumper traf-
SINMonS fic,” Pat
Simmons, coordinator,
said on Christmas Eve.
“Last night, I was real
surprised. We had 1,400
people come view the
lights.”

Simmons said the num-
“beér of people to view the
annual display of lights
in the park had reached
almost 10,000 by Tuesday
and she is expecting that
number will double
before the end of the run
on Wednesday.

“I haven't counted up
all the people who've
come from different
states but we have had
someone from Germany
and someone from
Australia,” she said.

One constant problem
that plagues the yearly
event has yet to arise,
Simmons said with relief.

“We haven’'t had any
vandalism yet, other than
the bulb pullers,” she
said. “They're the ones
who get a kick out of
pulling a bulb out of a
strand of lights and
throwing it away.”

Since Dec. 15, the
Festival of Lights has
illuminate the spring and
lake areas of the park
with 500,000, lights night-
ly.

In one of the more
breathtaking displays,
large poinsettias decorate
the dam in a red and
green displays. Another
is located at the spring.
Numerous other lighted
exhibits range from patri-
otic to western themes.

The event runs from 6-

See LIGHTS, Page 3A ,

Dumas candldate wants to be farmer’s voice in Austin

By LYNDEL MOODY

the position currently held by Teel

Staff Writer

Texas Senate District 31 candidate Lee
Gibson hopes to bring the farmer’s voice to

Austin.

“I will be for the farmer — the voice who is
concerned about you, the voice who is aware
of your needs, the voice responsible for
ensuring farmers. get the treatment they
deserve, the voice eager to sérye the farming
community and the farmer representing you
in Austin who stands behind his word,”
Gibson said in a prepared statemqlt.

Gibson, a long-time Panhandle farmer, offi-
cially announced his intention to seek the
Senate seat from his home town in Dumas

Monday.

Holsamonuseven hopqmla hoping to fill

Bivins, R-Amarillo, who
announced his intention to leave
office on Jan..12. Bivins cited his '
nomination by President George
W. Bush as ambassador to Sweden |
and a desire to spend mofe time \
with this family as the reasons for

his resignation.
Gibson' defines himself as a
“straight shooter” congerned with the needs

of agriculture industry.

“I've always been up front with everybody
in this community. yousee is what you
,” he said. “Iheluhmyvolcl.mdhopo-

in the state of Texas.”

In other issues, Gibson said he undérstands
the need to reform the state public school
financing system and to ensure proper bene-
fits and retirement plans for teachers and all
state employees. :

 What he doesn't see the need for, Gibson
said, is a state income tax nor unfounded
state mandates.

Gibson has served in a number community
leadership and civic roles as well as several
agricultural committees. He has served as a
Dumas Independent School District school
board trustee since 1991 and was elected in
1991 to the Moore County Farm Bureau
 board of directors. He also served on the

See GIBSON, Page 34
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H. O. "Hack' Hudgins, 83, of Big Spring, died on
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2008, in a local hospital.
Gnvuidamwalurvicuwmbeheldatzpm
Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, at the Peace Chapel at Trinity
Memorial Park with the Rev. Gene Cravens, pastor of
First Christian Church, officiating.

- Mr. Hudgins was born on Dec. 21, 1920, ig Van Zant

County and married Katherine Morrison on Feb. 7,
1942, in Big Spring.

He came to Howard County from Van Zant County
with his family at the age of three. He was empl
with Cosden Oil and Chemical and Fina for 42 yeats,
retiring in 1982. He served with the Army Corps of
Engineers during World War II. He was a member of
First Christian Church.

His survivors include his wife, Katherine Hudgins
of Big Spring; one son and daughter-in-law, Wesley
and Dolores Hudgins of Abilene; two brothers, Pete
Hudgins of Big Spring and A. C. Hudgins of Carbon;
one sister, Dorothy Barnhill of Graham; two grand-
daughters, and a number of step-grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by one son, Jodell
Hudgins, in 1980.

The family will receive friends from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Friday at the funeral home. Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home &
Crematory of Big Spring. Online condolences can be
made at www.npwelch.com.

Joyce Barree

Joyce Barree, 74, of Big Spring, died Wednesday
morning, Dec. 24, 2003, at Comanche Trail Nursing
Home following a long illness. Funeral services will
be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday at Myers & Smith Chapel
with Captain Russ Keeney of the Salvation Army offi-
ciating. Interment will be held at Mt. Olive Memorial
Park.

Mrs. Barree was born Nov. 15, 1929, at Marlin. She
had been a resident of Big Spring more than 35 years,
coming from Snyder. She was a home care nurse.

She is survived by one son, Joe Barree and his wife
Deborah of Dallas, and one brother, James “Buddy”
Abernathy of Big Spring.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith Funeral Home.
Pay respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

J.B. Keaton

J. B. Keaton, 81, of Big Spring, died
Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2003, at his home.
Graveside services will be held at 2 p.m.
Monday at Trinity Memorial Park. The
family will receive friends from 6 p.m.
until 8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 28, at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Mr. Keaton was born March 17, 1922, in
Okmulgee, Okla. He grew .up. in
Oklahoma and worked with his father in
the oil industry until he entered the Army Air Corps
durihg World War I1. After his discharge he attended
Oklahoma University and became a geologist, work-
ing in the oil industry until 1972. He then went to
work for the city of Midland as a building official. He
retired from his work with the city of Midland in 1988
"and moved to Big Spring.

He is survived by his wife, P. V. “Pearl” Keaton of
Big Spring; two daughters, Tory Keaton of Walnut
Creek, Calif., and Hetty Keaton Yelland of Stockton,
Calif.; three sons, Frank Nobles of Salem, Ind., Mike
Nobles of Mt. Pleasant, S.C., and Eliot Green of
Wichita, Kansas; one brother, Gene Keaton of
Bedford; three sisters, Martha Dilday of Sapulpa,
Qkla., Betty Grable of Redding, Calif. and Zella Zigan
of Vancouver, Wash.; eight grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren; a number of nieces and nephews,
including his best buddy Richard Keaton.

Arrangements are by Myers & Smith*Funeral Home.
Pay respects online at www.myersandsmith.com.

Alice Smith

Alice Smith, 65, of Big Spring, formerly of Abilene,
died Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2003, at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center in Big Spring.

Mrs. Smith was born Aug. 30, 1938, to Henry Taylor
and Clare Elizabeth Fender Webb in Stamford and
grew up in Winters. She graduated from Winters High
School in 1956, graduating with honors, and was
selected most representative girl in her class.

She worked for two summers in Washington, D.C,.
and made maximum score on the civil service test.
She attended Texas Tech University and worked as a
technical secretary for a number of years. She served
as president of the PTA, was active in The Big
Brother and Big Sister program, and once was elected
as a Big Sister of the year.

She married Chuck Smith on Aug. 25, 1970, in
Oklahoma. She was a member of the Church of
Christ.

Her survivors include her husband, Chuck Smith of
Big Spring; three children, Irene Sanders of Salt Lake
City, Utah, Dorothy Nichols of Anderson, Mo., and
George Battey of Atlanta; two brothers, Brian Webb
and Bob Webb of Winters;, one sister, Virginia
“Ginny” Rhodes of Uvalde; seven grandchildren;
three surrogate grandchildren and several nieces and
nephews.

Services will be held at 3 p.m. Friday, Dec. 26, at the
Winters Funeral Home Chapel with Adam Hester offi-
ciating. Interment will follow in Bradshaw Cemetery
under the direction of the Winters Funeral Home.

Lottery

The winning Cash Five numbers drawn Thursday
by the Texas Lottery: 10 - 13 - 25 - 29 - 32
The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Thursday
night by the Texas Lottery, in order: 9-4-9

For all of your news, sports and local
information

" The nuwiwummuaau
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AYNIBAILIY 82, of Dallas, was

driving whﬂn license suspended.

* JOHNNY TREVINO, 37, ofMLorﬂll. man'ut
ed Thursday on charges of public intoxication and
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon.

« RICHARD RENTERIA, 30, of 1207 Marijo, was
arrested Thursday on a charge of public intoxication.

« AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY
WEAPON was reported ﬂn the 1600 block of Martin
Luther King Boulevard. ‘

« THEFT was reported’ -

- in the 1100 blo;:(k ¥f Lamesa,

- in the 900 bloc Willia. |

- in the 3300 block of FM 700.

* BURGLARY OF A VEHICLE was reported in the
1800 block of FM 700.

 CRIMINAL MISCHIEF was reported:

- in the 1700 block of Purdue.

- in the 1400 block of Stadium.

Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office reported the fol-
lowing recent activity:

* CADEN JAMES HALL, 17, was arrested Tuesday
by DPS on charges of failure to notify/report and dri-
ving while intoxicated.

* TERRY LEON PARTLOW, 35, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated-third or more offense.

* DETRICK L. HOUSTON, 36, was transferred to
the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while license suspended/invalid.

* MICHELLE A. BUSTAMANTE, was transferred
to the county jail Tuesday by the BSPD on a charge of
driving while intoxicated.

* DORA DEHOYOS, 25, was arrested Tuesday by
the HCSO on charges of possession of a controlled sub-
stance and bondsman off of bond.

« UNATTENDED DEATH was reported in the 3900
block of Rice. HCSO was advised of a possible unat-
tended death. Deputies responded along with Sheriff
Walker. Report to follow.

Take note

Q THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM, which deliv-
ers to the elderly and homebound, needs volunteers
to deliver meals.

If you can spare one hour per week to deliver eight
or 10 meals, you are needed.

About 85 to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and
delivered to recipients within the city limits of Big
sprmg' AR

If you can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3
p.m.

5

QO ROAD TO RECOVERY DRIVERS WANTED.
Volunteer drivers are needed to transport cancer
patients to and from treatments. If you can spare a
few hours each month, please consider volunteering
to drive somebody along the Road to Recovery. For
more information about volunteering or if you are a
cancer patient in need of the service, call La Wanda
Hamm, 263-7827.

Q BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are
in critical need of foster families.

Foster parents are the caretakers for the children
in the community who have been abused or neglect-
ed.

For more information on becoming foster parents
or adoptive families, call the Children’s Protective
Services office at 263-9669.

Q SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright,
has free food for the area needy.

Distribution is scheduled from 10 a.m. to noon
every Thursday.

Weather

Tonight...Mostly clear...Becoming mostly cloudy
after midnight. Lows in the upper 50s. South winds 10
to 20 mph with gusts to 25 mph.

Saturday...Mostly cloudy...Becoming partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 60s. South winds 10 to 20 mph.
Saturday night...Partly cloudy with a 20 percent
chance of showers. Cooler. Lows in the lower 40s.
South winds 10 to 20 mph becoming west.

Sunday:..Sunny. Highs in the mid 50s. West winds
10 to 20 mph. Sunday night...Mostly clear. Lows
around 30.

Monday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the upper 50s.
Monday night...Mostly clear. Lows in the mid 30s.

Tuesday through Wednesday night...Partly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 60s. Lows in the upper 30s.

New years day...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower

.........
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Spring City Senior Citizens country lnl wm

danceishold&oxﬁ'lmmlo:acpm.wlmm
citizens are invited.

AMBUCSmoetatnoonatLaPouda

Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon 1n
Howard College Cactus Room. :

Signal Mt. Quilting Guild will not meet the last
Friday of December.

Saturday

Dance begins at 8:30 p.m. at Eagles Lodge, 704 West
Third. Members and guests welcome.

i

Potton House, 200 Gregg, a restored historical home
is open from 1 to 5 p.m. A one-time admission fee of
$2 for adults and $1 for children and senior citizens

is encouraged.

Heritage Museum, 510 Scufry, is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Hanger 25 Air Museum is open Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Sunday 1:30 to 4 p.m.

For information on meeting times for Big Spring
Squares, call 267-7043 or 263-6305.

Monday '

Senior Circle meets at 4 p.m. at the Scenic
Mountain Medical Center for sit and be fit chair aer-
obics. People age 50 and over are invited to partici-
pate. 268-4721.

Evening Lions Club meets at 6:30 p.m. at La
Posada. The public is invited to attend.

Tuesday
Intermediate line dancing classes meet at 9 a.m. in
the Senior Citizens Center. 267-1628.

Big Spring Rotary Club meets at noon in the
Howard College Cactus Room.

n
-
£
¥

Support groups

FRIDAY

Q AA open discussion meeting from noon to l_p.m‘
at 605 Settles. Noon Open Big Book Study Meeting, 8
p.m. to 9 p.m.

SATURDAY

Q Open Discussion Meeting, 615 Settles, noon to 1
p.m. Open Podium/Speakers Meeting 615 Settles 8
p.m. to 9 p.m. Open Birthday Night, No Smoking
meeting the last Saturday of each month at 8 p.m.

SUNDAY
Q Alcoholics Anonymous meets from 11 a.m. to
noon at 615 Settles. Open meeting 5 to 6 p.m

Q Surviving Pregnancy Loss meets the second
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Howard
County Library Committee Room. Call 631-4430 for
more information.

TUESDAY

QO Area Agency on Aging of the Permian Basin will
hold a self-help support group for care givers in
Howard County on Tuesday.

The meeting will be held at Canterbury Retirement
Homes Inc., 1700 Lancaster, from 5:30 p.m. until 7
p.m. For more information, call Raynetta Williams,
caregiver coordinator, at (432) 563-1061 or (800) 491-
4636 or locally call Debbie Read at Home Hospice at
(432) 264-7599.

This group is open to the public and funded by the
Texas Department on Aging.

THURSDAY
Q Alcoholics Anonymous, 615 Settles, 12 noon to 1
p.m.; Women’s meeting; 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Non-
Smoking closed discussion meeting, 8 to 9 p.m.

Q Fibromyalgia/Chronic Fatigue Support Group
meets at noon at the Dora Roberts Rehabilitation
Center.-
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. ROME (AP) — From the
w‘lls of Vatican City to
Bethlehem's Manger
Square and beyond, the
world
Christmas amid  terror
warnings and Mideast
violence that underscored
Pope John Paul II's latest
appeal for peace.

U.S. troops in Saddam
Hussein’s hometown of
Tikrit paused in their
patrols Thursday to mark
the holiday with sliced
turkey, cranberry sauce
and apple pie. Their col-
leagues in Afghanistan
sang Christmas carols
and dressed as Santas and
elves in a parade of deco-
rated jeeps and Humvees.

“Of course it bothers me
that I'm away from my
family. But I'm doing
good work so it doesn’t
bother me so much,” said
Sgt. Jay Coniglia, a 10th
Mountain Division sol-
dier from Rochester, N.Y.,
as he manned the gate at
the main U.S. base in
Afghanistan at Bagram.

“I have no idea how
many more Christmases
we’ll be here — as many
as it takes,” he said.

The Christmas mood
was a bit more gloomy in

.the West Bank town of

Bethlehem, where
Filipino workers bused in
from Israel were virtually
the only foreigners
attending English-lan-
guage Masses in the tradi-
tional birthplace of Jesus.

Three years of Israeli-
Palestinian fighting have
kept thousands of tourists
and pilgrims away, and
dampened spirits of
Palestinian residents who
reljed on tourism for
their livelihoods.

And the violence contin-
ued Thursday: A suicide
bombing near a bus stop
outside Tel Aviv Kkilled
three bystanders in the
first such attack in more
than two months. In Gaza
City, an Israeli helicopter
fired two missiles at a
car, Kkilling a senior
Islamic militant and four
other people.

As Thursday wore on,
though, residents of
Bethlehem got into the
Christmas mood by don-
ning Santa outfits, carry-
ing Mickey Mouse bal-
loons and eating pink cot-
ton candy in a festive hol-
iday parade.

The pope turned his
thoughts to Israelis and
Palestinians during his
traditional Christmas
Day greeting, as well as
the “great evils” of war
and terrorism afflicting
mankind at the start of
the third millennium.

“Save us from the wars
and armed conflicts
which lay waste whole
areas of the world, from
the scourge of terrorism
and from the many forms
of violence which assail
the weak and the vulnera-
ble,” John Paul said to
thousands of people gath-
ered in St. Peter’'s Square
under a brilliant sun.

“Save us from discour-
agement as we face the

LIGHTS

Continued from Page 1A

10 ,ﬁ‘.m.

ose plannong to drive
through the display
should enter the park
through the Highway 87
entrance. The display is
also accessible for walk-
ers who would prefer to
view the exhibits by foot.

Contact Staff Writer
Lyndel Moody at 263-7381,

ext. 234, or by e-mail at

newsdesk@crcom.net
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celebrated:

paths to peace, difficult
paths indeed, yet pouible
and therefore necessary,”

he said, his voice strong

“despite having celebrated

a lengthy Midnight Mass

just hours earlier.

“Save us from the
wars and armed
conflicts which lay
waste whole areas of
the world, from the
scourge of terrorism
“and from the many
forms of violence
which assail the weak
and the vulnerable.”

Pope John Paul .

He stressed it was par-
ticularly urgent to follow
such paths to peace in the
Middle East.

Security around the
Vatican was particularly
tight this year, amid
reports that churches
could become terrorist
targets. Clusters of police
lined the main boulevard
leading to St. Peter’s on
Thursday morning, and
the faithful attending
Midnight Mass had to
pass through metal detec-
tors.

Intelligence warnings of
possible terrorist plots
also prompted the cancel-
lation of six Air France
flights between Los
Angeles and Paris. The
cancellations added to
holiday tensions already

high since President
Bush raised the national
terror alert level to

orange, the second high-
est level, last Sunday.

Violence, meanwhile,
continued in Iraq, with
anti-U.S. forces unleash-
ing a string of grenade,
rocket and mortar attacks
across Baghdad. The
Ishtar Sheraton Hotel,
where many foreigners
live, the Iranian and
Turkish embassies, banks
and the gates of a U.S.
army base were targeted,
although only one person
was injured. -

“lI guess they think
security’s going to be
downgraded because of
the holiday,” Army Lt.
Kurt Muniz of New York
City said after the hotel
attack. “If they want to
bring it, I say bring it
on.”

Outside the war zones,
though, Christmas went
off relatively without
incident.

Thousands of Christians
in mostly Hindu India
decorated their homes,
dressed as Santas and
flocked to five-star hotels
for parties — despite fears
of violence raised by anti-
Christian pamphlets dis-
tributed in western
Gujarat state, which has
been plagued by religious
violence this past week.

World leaders issued

Our Community.
Our Hospital.

1601 W. 11th PI.

'..”o""n".t-
Night Buffet

Us. troops celebrate wath carols

thelr traditional greet-
ings: Queen Elizabeth II
paid tribute to British
troops who took part in
the Iraq. war, while
Swedish King Carl XVI
Gustaf praised Foreign
Minister Anna Lindh as a
role model. Lindh was
fatally stabbed Sept. 10.

And in Puerto Rico, the
centuries-old tradition of
the Christmas parranda
continued, with revelers
bursting into homes
around midnight to sing
Christmas carols and play
music on maracas and
gourds in exchange for
food and drink. While the
tradition has waned in
recent years because of
high crime, some parties
still went off without a
hitch.

“This is the best parran-
da in San Juan,” said
Charles Juhasz, whose
home was targeted this
year. “They come and
drink everything!”

WMMM'

“A lot of the farmers are
getting their mods togeth-

'erbd’oreweeaneltchap

with them. We're just
glad to see so much cot-
ton.”

At the Tarzan Gin in
Lenorah, the increase in
product volume this sea-
son has the facility gin-
ning around the clock.

“It's been really heavy
the last couple of weeks,”
said secretary Brenda
Robertson. “It’s been so
strong we've had to put
on a night crew. We're
really having a great
year. We've finished
12,500 bales so far.

“A lot of farmers are
telling us they’re through.
It’s really been much bet-
ter than we thought it
would be. We had expect-
ed to make around 11,000
to 12,000 bales, but now
it’s looking more like
15,000.”

The Mustang Farmers
Gin in Lomax is also
exceeding its expectations
for the season.

“We’ve done 13,843 bales
so far,” said gin
spokesperson Cheryl
Cook. “That puts us past
where we were this time

year.
“When you look at the

" weather in West Texas,
-we’ve had a little more

help with things this
year, We're a little behind
right now, but that’s not
unusual when dealing
with these kinds of condi-
tions. A lot of the ers
have already gotteh their
crops completely
stripped.” ‘-

Farmer’s Co-Op ém in
Stanton is also riding the
wave of healthy produc-
tion this season.

“We've baled right at
23,500 so far,” said Jack
Shephard, spokesperson.
“We're right on schedule
at this point. It’s definite-
ly going to be a good year.
The weather conditions
have been excellent for
stripping the cotton. We
expect to complete about
30,000 bales before the
season ends.”

Success for this year’s
cotton crop didn’t begin
at the gins, however.
Local cotton farmer
Horace Tubb has been a
cotton producer for more
than 60 years, and cer-
tainly isn’t shy about the
results of this season’s
crop.

“It’s been excellent,”
said Tubb. “We’ve been
stripping in  Martin

Texas news briefs

Houston hospitals
work with ISD to

keep kids learning

HOUSTON (AP) —
Houston hospitals are
partnering with the
school district to make
sure hospitalized children
continue learning.

The University of Texas
M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center has a classroom in
the middle of its pedi-
atrics unit.

M.D. Anderson, Texas
Children’s Hospital and
10 other hospitals work
with the Houston
Independent School
District to provide the
classrooms.

In between appoint-
ments and treatments the
young patients study
everything from spelling
to-science and math and
even carve out time for
art, music and P.E.

Neil Sen, 12, whose
attended school at M.D.
Anderson for two months,
read through his science

"worksheet about acids on

a recent day before he
announced, “I want to be
an inventor!”

Fair winners send

treats to troops in Iraq

DALLAS — U.S. Army
Staff Sgt. John Belshe
missed the State Fair of
Texas this year, but he'll
get his fill of it soon.

A group of award-win-
ning State Fair cooks has
baked 50 dozen cookies
and mailed them to
Belshe and his fellow sol-
diers stationed in Iraq.

The cooks said sending
the nearly 48-pound care
package of high-ranking
cookies and other goodies
was the least they could

do for U.S. soldiers spend-
ing the holidays away
from their loved ones.

“I hope this will give
them some warm feelings
about home, that they
know we are thinking
about them,” said Donna
Thomas, who contributed
her sugar cookies, a sec-
ond-place finisher at the
State Fair, to the care
package. “I hope it makes
them feel a little better.”

The group of 34 amateur
cooks who donated treats
to Operation Cookie met
through State Fair cook-
ing contests they’'ve
entered over the years.
They said they are com-
petitors during the fair’s
run, beginning in
September, but they're
friends all year.

Mad cow scare not
seen as a boon by

poultry, pork producers

New concerns about
U.S. beef safety don’t offer
any glee to producers of
pork and poultry — they
figure Americans’ con-
cerns about one food can
easily translate to suspi-
cions about others.

“This is not good for
chicken,” said Bill
Roenigk, an official with
the National Chicken
Council. “Consumers
should be and are con-
cerned about their food
supply. Anything that
jeopardizes consumer
confidence in the food
supply is not good for us.”

The beef industry took
an early hit after an ini-
tial diagnosis of bovine
spongiform encephalopa-
thy, also known as mad
cow disease, in a dairy
cow slaughtered in

Two U.S. soldiers killed near Baghdad

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) —

Iraqi insurgents shelled a

base northeast of Baghdad, killing two U.S. soldiers on
a day of grenade, rocket and mortar attacks on the
capital, the military said Friday.

Your Fashion

Headquarters

11 E. Marcy 267-8283

Saturday Night Dance

Eagles Band
5300

8:30-12:30

Washington state earlier
this month. British scien-
tists confirmed the diag-
nosis on Thursday.

The largest importers of
U.S. beef — Japan,
Mexico and South Korea
— have halted shipments,
while others imposed
temporary bans.
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Admission Adults: $7.00
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* Pass Restricted

County, and we're getting
between 2.5 and 3.5 bales
per acre from that area.
We've also got some dry-
land cotton in Lomax
which is s producing
around 2 bales per acre
there, and that’s excellent
for dryland conditions.

“The price of cotton has
fallen a little bit lately,
but it’s still good. I figure
we’ll make around 1,000
bales this season, so that
should put some money
in the bank.”

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at newsdesk@crcom.net

GIBSON

Continued from Page 1A

Texas State Farm Bureau

resolutions committee for

a number of years.
Gibsen and his wife,

Paula, have three chil-
dren, Braden, Brett and
Katie.

Contact Staff Writer
Lyndel Moody at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
newsdesk@crcom.net

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson
267-8288

Joyce Baree, 74, died
Wednesday. Services
were 10:30 AM Friday at
Myers & Smith Chapel
with burial at Mt. Olive
Memorial Park. .

Willie “B. J.” Bowers,
36, died Tuesday.
Graveside Services will
be 2:00 PM Friday at Mt.
Olive Memorial Park.

J. B. Keaton, 81, died
Tuesday. Graveside
Services will be at 2:00
PM Monday at Trinity
Memor-‘al Park. The fam-
‘ily will receive friends
from 6:00 until 8:00 PM
Sunday at Myers &
Smith Funeral Home.

Maurice M. “Jack
Parkin, 85, died
Tuesday. Graveside

Services will be at 12:45
PM Monday at Houston
National Cemetery,
Houston, Texas.

AAAAI A1)
CINEMA 4 { STAR THEATRE §
: College Park Shopping Center :
Something Gotta Give (PG-13)] [ 263-2300 ...}
e :3;";‘:4:408;9;30 I Matinee $1.50 Evenings $2.00
o ountain
Daily: 2:00, 5:10 & 8:20 E HAUNTED MANSION (PG) .
*Mona Lisa Smile (PG-13) Fri. & Sat.: 2:15 7:15 [
Daily: 2:10 & 7:00 . .
*Cheaper By The Dozen . F':|?S>N _E‘!‘()'M_J) -
(PG) . ri. at.: 4: 9:30 .
iadindiakds . ELF o) .
op't.' Pan (PG) 4 Fri. & Sat.: 2:20 7:20 .
- dSTaR T:nlu'l’lll [l LOVE DON'T COST
nder New Management . A THING (PG) .
263-2300 N Fri.asat:2:20 7:20 3
ADULTS: $6.00 e 11 EOR '
$3.50 ALL MATINEES, | ! GALL FOR SUNDAY ©
CHILDREN & SENIOR CITIZENS . SHOWTIMES!
*PASS RESTRICTED 12 2 2222222222000 00

Ring in 2004 with the Eagls afd

RC Entertammem‘

per person in advance 1 2 at the door

Blockcycd peas and cornbread at midnightl

Eagles Bingo
ri. g 5:30 p.m., 9

After Christmas Sale!

STOREWIDE CLEARANCE
Saving Up To

50%

Fri. & Sat. 10 am - 6 pm

806 E. 3rq

Iﬁ.l



mailto:newsdesk@crcom.net
mailto:newsdesk@crcom.net

e R e STe e e R S D 1 o 8 8. S

E DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or
of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to

| assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

-FIRST AMENDMENT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Boq"
of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

" in Iraqi reconstruc-

Chuck Williams Susanne Reed
Publisher General Manager
John A. Moseley Bill McCiellan
Managing Editor News Editor

OUuR VIEWS

We salute:

Each week, the Herald salutes individuals
and groups from our community and area
who have been recognized for special achieve-
ments or accomplishments.

We recognize these special people for working
to help make our region a better place to live,
work and play

This week we salute:

* The CLASSICS and CAVALIERS, student
civic groups, on their canned food drive to bene-
fit the Salvation Army.

* BIG SPRING SYMPHONY AND CHORUS,
THE BAUER ELEMENTARY FOURTH
GRADE CHOIR AND JOYCE BRADLEY on
their wonderful holiday performance, “The
Symphony is Christmas.”

* The COSSACKS MOTORCYCLE CLUB
MEMBERS and the groups that assisted them in
raising funds to purchase and deliver toys and
other items to children.

_ WG TABERNACLE CHURCH, which
gave away toys to almost 300 children this
Christmas.

* Howard County Sheriff's Office award win-
ners CHIEF DEPUTY GARY PRITCHETT, who
was selected Deputy of the Year, and dispatcher-
NICCI GRIGG, named civilian Employee of the
Year.

* MEMBERS OF GIRL SCOUT UNIT 35, who
collected almost 200 gifts for the Big Spring
Herald Toy Drive.

« ALL GOOD LITTLE BOYS AND GIRLS
EVERYWHERE.

‘Is there an individual or organization in our
community that you feel should be saluted? If so,
please send us their name and why you think they
should be recognized. We must have your name
and telephone number and you must provide it in
writing.

LETTERS PoLiCY

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

 Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytimé telephone number, as well as
a street address for verification purposes.

* We reserve the right to edit for style and clari-
ty.

» We reserve the right to limit publication to one
letter per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a
telephone number or address will not be consid-
ered.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big
Spring Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.
They can also be e-mailed to jmoseley@crcom.net

How To CoNTACT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’
opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs,
we offer several ways in which you may contact
us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-72056

* By e-mail to Managing Editor John Moseley at
Jjmoseley@crcom.net or News Editor Bill
McClellan at newsdesk@crcom.net.

* By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

I am certainly glad
to see that we are

Russians. I oouldn t agree more
with the Bush administration that
those treacherous,
undependable coun-
tries should be pun-
ished for their past
cooperation with
Saddam by being shut
out of the $18.6 billion

tion contracts. No | / |

contracts for quis-

lings! Someone’s got !
to uphold of stan- Moty
dards of morality and Ivins

purity, and who bet-
ter than us? As the
president so often reminds us, this
is a fight between good and evil.

I was particularly pleased when
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz took that sharp little dig
at all three countries when he said
a prime consideration for who gets
the contracts was “protection of
the essential security interests of
the United States.” And was there
ever anything more inimical to
our security than all those tons
and tons of weapons of mass
destruction we have found in Iraq?
That’ll teach those vodka-swilling
Rooskies to think our security is
not their affair. Way to go, Wolfie.

Of course, it was a little awk-
ward that Wolfowitz gave the
three Saddam-dealing nations that
body slam just as former Secretary
of State James Baker was setting
out to ask them for money. That
did sort of bring up Casey
Stengel’s plaintive question,
“Doesn’t anybody here know how
to play this game?” But the beauty
of our position is its moral clarity.
Surely the French, Germans and
Russians won’t mind being cut out
and dissed just when we're asking
them for money — it would be so
petty of them.

I was especially entranced to
read about the moral case for stiff-
ing these nations on the op-ed
page of The New York Times in an

its website that m foundlﬂon ll
against terrorism, thus distin- |
guishing it from all the fourida-
tions in favor of terrorism. ;

Rosett calls the three delinquent
countries “the Axis of Avarice.”
Isn’t that cute? In all fairness, the
senior fellow reminds us: .
“Remember, plenty of money
flowed through Saddam Hussein’s
Iraq ... many countries took part
in that frenzy of lending, includ-
ing Japan as the No. 1 sovereign
lender. Then came Russia, France
and Germany and, yes, the United
States as No. 5.” But surely you
see the immense moral difference
between being No. 5, as opposed to
being 2, 3 or 4? All the difference
in the world.

Rosett continues: “But in the
1990s, as the Iraqi dictator’s
depravities became increasingly
evident to the rest of the world,

- that list narrowed.” (Actually, his

depravities had been evident to
many of us as far back as the days
when the Reagan administration
was sending Saddam arms.)

The senior fellow continues:
“Under the U.N.’s oil-for-food pro-
gram, the despot got to tap his pre-
ferred business partners. ... What
began as a relief program for
Iraqis suffering under sanctions
turned into a multibillion dollar
contracting business flowing
through the shrouded books of the
United Nations. By the end, the
Russians were selling the Baathist
elite luxury cars, the French were
providing broadcasting equipment
for the Information Ministry, and
the Germans and Chinese worked
on the phone system. ... Old
Europe’s indignation over the
(U.S.) list is a marvel of
hypocrisy.”

Speaking of marvels of
hypocrisy, the U.N.’s books on
who dealt with Iraq are not all
that shrouded. For example, one of
the disgusting companies actually
making profits from dealing with
the despicable dictator in the 1990s
— long after his depravities had

4 g

ment and serviees to Saddam
Hussein.

At least Halliburton was not sell-
ing luxury cars to the Baathist |
elite. Halliburton, the oilfield
equipment company, merely kept

Saddam Hussein’s oil fields pump-

ing, the only thing that allowed
the s.0.b. to stay in power.
Halliburton cleverly ran its busi-
ness with Saddam through two of
its subsidiaries, Dresser Rand and
Ingersoll-Dresser, in order to avoid
the sanctions.

Unlike the Germans, the French
and the Russians, Halliburton was
not punished by the Bush admin-
istration for dealing with the dic-
tator. Instead, it got the largest
reconstruction contract given by
this administration, with an esti-
mated value between $5 billion
and $15 billion. And the company
got the contract without competi-
tive bidding.

Halliburton has amply repaid the
administration’s faith. The
Pentagon is now investigating the
company for at least $120 million
in overcharges, including $60 mil-
lion for importing gasoline into
Iraq and $67 million on a food ser-
vices contract. Among the allega-
tions are that Halliburton had
blood in its food service refrigera-
tors and is serving our soldiers
rotten meat.

I think the French will particu-
larly enjoy being lectured on their
hypocrisy, preferably by Cheney
himself. It’s the kind of thing
sophisticated people especially
appreciate.

To find out more about Molly
Ivins and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2003 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

y-at |

] ers al
Evening pray
Monday throu

For more in
about St.
Episcopal Chi
267-8201 or visi
site
www.stmarysb:

St. Mary'’s is
1001 South Goli

St. Paul Lu
Churc

Bring in the
with Jesus. Joi
gregation for
New Year’s Ev
service on Wed
11 p.m.

The mission ¢
Lutheran Chu
serve Jesus C
word and deed
the power of
Spirit, proclai
love of God so t
one may have ef

First Presby
Churc
The scripturt
sermon the firs
after Christma:
2:41-52. Worshi
is held at 11
Rev. Matthew M
ister of the chi
present the serr
Sunday school
9:45 a.m., Tak
held at 10:

——

ADDRTESSES

* RANDY NEUGEBAUER

Phone: 202-224-2934
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President

The White House
Washington, D.C.
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Texas 31st District
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Washington, 20510
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Hinckley may be innocent, but never free

u can't blame John

/7 Hinckley for wanting to go
home for the holidays. You
can’t blame him for any-
thing, in fact. That's the problem.

Even though Hinckley shot
Ronald Reagan and
three other people on
March 30, 1981, the
law says he cannot be
blamed for that. A
jury said he was not
guilty by reason of
insanity.

Most people can sup-
port that concept —
as long as it is in the
abstract. If you are
not respongible for
your actions-through
a mental disease or
defect, then surely you should not
be punished for them.

In our society, we cure sick peo-
ple. We treat them therapeutically,
not punitively.

Unless they shoot the president
of the United States, that is.

Though John Hinckley is techni-
cally not a criminal, he certainly
is treated like one. Hinckley has
been committed to St. Elizabeths
Hospital in Washington, D.C.,
since he was judged insane in
1982.

He is in St. Elizabeths for one
purpose only: to be cured. When
he is cured and, therefore, no
longer a danger, he must be
released. The law says so.

People who shoot other people
and get convicted for it rarely
serve as long as 21 years in
prison. In fact, most murderers do
not serve nearly that long. But
Hinckley can be kept in St.
Elizabeths forever.

ROGER
SIMON

Although it always raises a pub-
lic outcry, over the last four years
Hinckley has been allowed outside
St. Elizabeths hundreds of times
for brief trips while accompanied
by hospital personnel. (He is also
shadowed by Secret Service agents
when he goes outside, who take
careful note of his activities down
to what kind of books he looks at
in bookstores.)

Recently, a federal judge ruled
that Hinckley will soon be allowed
visits with his parents unsuper-
vised by medical staff. But the
judge imposed strict guidelines:
His parents, both of whom are 78,
must be with him at all times and
all problems, even minor ones,
must be reported. If there are any
problems, Hinckley must be
returned to the hospital immedi-
ately. The judge and prosecutors
must be notified of any trips two
weeks in advance, and a detailed
itinerary must be provided.

This itinerary will also be pro-
vided to the Secret Service, which
presumably will continue to follow
him. (Reagan, as an ex-president,
gets round-the-clock Secret Service
protection.)

During his trips, Hinckley will
be prohibited from talking to
reporters. The trips will start out
as daytrips, and if these go well,
he will be allowed overnight trips.
The overnight trips must be to a
hotel suite with his parents, and
he cannot leave the suite without
one of his parents going with him.
All these trips must be in the
Washington area. The judge
refused to allow Hinckley to visit
his parents’ home in
Williamsburg, Va. .

Even with all these restrictions,
the judge’s ruling has not beena °*

popular one. The talking heads on
cable talk shows have protested
vehemently, as has the Reagan
family. The Justice Department
has not said whether it will appeal
the judge’s ruling or not.

Contrary to popular belief, insan-
ity is an extremely rare defense,
used in only about 1 percent of all
felony murder cases. It is success-
ful only about 25 percent of the
time.

It did not work for John Wayne
Gacy, who strangled 33 young men
and boys and buried 26 of them
beneath the floorboards of his
home in suburban Chicago. And it
did not work for Jeffrey Dahmer,
who dismembered and partially
ate 15 young men and boys in
Milwaukee.

Could anyone who performed
these gruesome deeds really be
sane? Their juries thought so, or
at least the juries did not want to
run the risk of ever putting either
man back out on the streets
(which is why most insanity
defenses fail).

When Hinckley was successful
with his insanity plea, it might
have seemed like a good deal to
him at the time. I doubt he feels
that way today.

In the eyes of the law, John
Hinckley is an innocent man. But
that doesn’t mean he is ever going
to be a free man.

Roger Simon can be e-mailed at
WriteRoger@aol.com. To find out
more about Roger Simon and read

features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists,
visit the Creators Syndicate web
MUgE Ut www.creators.com.

oczoos CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.



mailto:jmoseley@crcom.net
mailto:McClellanatnew8desk@crcom.net
http://www.cre-ators.com
http://www.cre-ators.com
mailto:WriteRoger@aol.com
http://www.creators.com
http://www.stmarysbi

WMy at 10 p.m. All
parishioners are invited. -
Evening prayer is said
Monday through Friday
at 5:30 p.m. in St. Mary’s

Chapel.
For more information
about St. Mary’s

Episcopal Church, call

267-8201 or visit our Web
site at
www.stmarysbst.org.

St. Mary’s is located at
1001 South Goliad.

St. Paul Lutheran
Church

Bring in the New Year
with Jesus. Join the con-
gregation for a special
New Year’s Eve worship
service on Wednesday at
11 p.m.

The mission of St. Paul
Lutheran Church is to
serve Jesus Christ in
word and deed, through
the power of the Holy
Spirit, proclaiming the
love of God so that every-
one may have eternal life.

First Presbyterian
Church

The scripture for the
sermon the first Sunday
after Christmas is Luke
2:41-52. Worship service
is held at 11 a.m. The
Rev. Matthew Miles, min-
ister of the church, will
present the sermon.

Sunday school begins at
9:45 a.m., Take Ten is
held at 10:35 a.m.

‘Rectory =~ on

Philadelp. tive
Baptist :
Elder David

10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. at
the Philadelphia Baptist
Church located at 201
East 24th Street.
Everyone is welcome.

Weekly Bible study will
resume at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 7.
Various biblical ques-
tions will be studied.

The annual New Year’s
Eve singing will be held
from 7 p.m. to 12:01 a.m.
Dec. 31 into the new year,
2004. Visitors are wel-
come.

Anyone having a ques-
tion about the Bible or
needing more informa-
tion about the church can
call Elder David
Machiavello at 267-6543 or
267-7558.

Church news is due in
by Wednesday for
publication on the
following Friday.

Story idea?
Contact the Life desk
with your
story suggestion.
263-7331, ext. 236
or e-mail
life@bigspringherald.com

Read us online:
bigspringherald.com

(NAPSI)- Families
throughout the world are
showing increased inter-
est in catching up with
loved ones and creating
new memories at
reunions, and doing so in
exotic locales.
According to the
American Society of
Travel Agents (ASTA),
intergenerational travel
is an important part of
vacation planning and
family reunion trips are
up 35 percent. Dr. Larry
Basirico, author of The

Family Reunion Survival -

Guide, says there's a good
reason for this trend.

“Destination reunions
offer the advantage that
they are very well
planned,” he explains.
“They offer a full slate of
activities and provide a
common experience for
people that is away from
their everyday lives.”

A survey sponsored by
ASTA and Vacation.com
found that family reunion
travelers are choosing
creative venues for their

reunions. When asked
where people are hosting
reunions, respondents

indicated cruise ships
(52.8 percent) as the most
popular, followed by all-
inclusive resorts (19.8 per-
cent).

Among other trends,
respondents said grand-
parents are now initiating
plans and reunions are
often planned around
milestone events like
anniversaries and wed-
dings.

Noting different genera-
tions' interests, Basirico

becommg more popular

More and more families are planning their family reunions In
interesting and respite type locations.

feels that having a travel
agent involved with
reunion planning is help-
ful.

“The value of using a
travel agent is to be able
to coordinate the details,
the schedules, getting
people to the right place,
offering people the right
activities and making
them happy”, says travel
agent Jan Hammond.

Travel agents aren't
alone in focusing on fami-
ly travel. From hotel
packages to Caribbean
cruise international
reunion programs, travel
industry leaders have
introduced programs to
make family reunion
travel easier and more
memorable, by adding
special amenities for
guests.

Royal Reunions, for
example, adds shipboard
activities to bring the
family together such as

family competitions, sou-
venir photos, in-state-
room surprises, and pass-
es to aqua-parks at the
cruise line's private desti-
nations.

“Three things make a
successful reunion”, adds
Basirico. “Daily sched-
uled' events, planned
activities and activities
that promote interdepen-
dence among family mem-
bers.

A successful reunion
can't be pulled off at the
last minute-planning in
advance is key. It's diffi-
cult to do all this on your
own; that's where experts
like travel agents come
in.

They have the experi-
ence and the knowledge
to match the destination
with the interests of the

family”.

When planning a
reunion, experts recom-
mend families should
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look for about 10 months
to a year in advance.

To learn more about
planning a “destination”
family reunion, speak
with a travel agent or try
the Web site at
www.TravelSense.org.

A growing number of
families are holding their
reunions in exotic loca-

‘ tions, such as on a cruise

ship or at a resort.

Keep alcohol
moderate for
New Year's Eve

Enjoy a New Year’s Eve
party without having
alcoholic beverages as
the center of attention.

Prepare plenty ,of foods
so guests will not drink
on an empty stomach.
Avoid too many salty
foods, which tend to
make people thirsty.

Encourage group games
that keep the focus on
fun-not alcohol. Never
serve alcohol to someone
under the legal drinking
age, and never ask chil-
dren to serve alcohol.

Offer a variety of non-
alcoholic beverages for
those who prefer not to
drink alcohol. Host a con-
test to create non-alco-
holic drink recipes. If
preparing an alcoholic
punch, use a non-carbon-
ated base, like fruit juice.
Alcohol is absorbed into
the bloodstream faster
with a carbonated base.

If some guests have too
much to drink, drive
them home or arrange
for transportation.
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Braising, roasting or
baking favorite winter-
time recipes using chick-
en is easy, tasty and ver-
satile for any menu.

In a braised dish, chick-
en parts are cooked while
covered over very low,
moist heat, alloed to sim-
mer until meat loosens
from the bones. Cooking
sould be done slowly,
using enough liguid to
provide a moist environ-
ment. When the chicken
is cooked, it will pull
away from the bone with
no resistance. Cool the
chicken slightly in the
braising liquid before
serving so that the juices
will stay in the meat.

Crock-pot cooking is a
familiar example of a
cooking method that is
perfect for the colder
months.

Braising and roasting
meats like chicken are
just as easy and give the
same tangy results with
much less cooking time.

Another advantage is
when braising or raositng
chicken, a larger quantiy
may be cooked than usu-
ally is eaten at one meal,
leaving delicious left-
overs that are the basis of
future dishes.

Pan juices Kkeep the
chicken moist and pro-
vide the perfect gravy.

Roasting applies the
opposite technique. The
high heat quckly
caramelizes the skin on
the surface of the chick-
en, evoking rich juices
and flavors. Very little
special equipment is
needed, just potholders
and a roasting pan of the
proper size.

A pan should have a flat
bottom and be no more
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Chicken Is always tasty and healthy and Is a versatile
Iingredient for aimost any menu or entree dish.

than two and a half inch-
es deep, to prevent steam-
ing of the food.

The basic roasting time
for chickens in this high-
heat method is approxi-
mately 10 minutes per
pound of meat.

The meat is done when
the juices run clear when
a knife is inserted into
the joint between the
thigh and the body.

Cuban-style braised
chicken

eight to nine chicken
drumsticks (about 3
pounds)

3/4 tsp salt

1/4 tsp black pepper

one teaspoon dried
oregano

one teaspoon ground
cumin

two cloves garlic, minced
1/4 cup orange juice

1/4 cup lime juice

one onion, medium-sized,
thinly sliced

one tablespoon olive oil

Do your ears hurt when flying?

Many people have prob-
lems with their ears
when flying, especially if
they have to take a trip
while suffering from a
cold or allergies.

To make air travel
more comfortable during
the busy holiday season,
ear specialists at the
House Ear Institute sug-
gest chewing gum or
yawning vigorously dur-
ing the descent to stimu-
late swallowing and
equalize pressure in the
middle ear.

Give babies a pacifier
or bottle, and give chil-
dren something to chew
on before take off and
landing to encourage

swallowing.

If possible, avoid flying
when you have an allergy
attack, cold or sinus
infection. The swelling in
the mucus linings is
aggravated by dramatic
changes in cabin pres-
sure, and you may expe-
rience extreme disconi-
fort or pain.

If these symptoms per-
sist after your trip, con-
sult an ear specialist as
you may have an ear
infection.

For more information,
visit www.hei.org, call
213-483-4431, or write HEI,
2100 West Third Street,
Los Angeles, CA 90057.

In large zipper lock bag,
combine salt, pepper,
oregano, cumin, garlic,
orange juice, lime juice
and onion slices. Seal bag
and shake to mix well.
Add chicken, seal, shake
well and refrigerate at
least two hours and up to
24 hours.

Remove chicken from
marinade and pat dry.

In a large skillet over
medium-high heat, warm
olive oil. Add chicken
and brown and all sides,
turning frequently, about
10 minutes total. Reduce
heat to medium-low,
cover skillet and let
chicken cook 10 minutes
more.

Remove chicken and set
aside on a plate. Pour
marinade with onions

into same skillet;
increase heat to medium.
When sauce simmers,

return chicken :to pan,
along with any juices that

have collected on the
plate.
Cover skillet, reduce

heat to very low and sim-
mer for 20 minutes.
Serves four.

Roast chiccken with
tasty glaze

whole chicken, cut into
eight parts (three to four
pounds)

1 1/2 teaspoons salt

1 1/2 teaspoons ground
cumin

1/2 teaspoon dried
oregano

1/2 tsp black pepper,
divided

two cloves garlic, minced
one tablespoon olive oil
1/4 cup plus two table-
spoons lime juice

3/4 cup guava jelly

3/4 cup guava nectar or
juice

one tablespoon balsamic
vinegar

LiFe
Chicken: versatlle tasty, nut

one tablespoon Dijon
mustard ;
one teaspoon
Worcestershire sauce
one teaspoon paprika

1/4 teaspoon dried thyme
1/4 cup salt-free chicken
broth

In small bowl, make a
paste by combining 1 tea-
spoon salt, 1 teaspoon
ground cumin, oregano
and 1/4 teaspoon black
pepper. Rub spices
between fingers to release
flayors. Stir in garlic and
olive 'oil. Rub paste over
chicken pieces. Arrange
chicken pieces in large
non-corrosive baking
dish.

Do not overlap chicken
pieces. Sprinkle 2 table-
spoons lime juice on top
of chicken. Cover dish
and refrigerate at least 6
hours and up to 24 hours.
One hour before cooking,

remove chicken from
refrigerator. Preheat
oven to 425.

Glaze

Make glaze by blending
together in a small
saucepan over medium
heat guava jelly, guava
nectar or juice, 1/4 cup
lime juice, balsamic vine-

gar, Dijon mustard,
Worcestershire sauce,
paprika, 1/2 teaspoon

cumin, 1/2 teaspoon salt,
thyme and 1/4 teaspoon
black pepper.

Bring sauce to a boil,
reduce heat to low and
simmef, stirring occa-
sionally, for 15 minutes,
until glaze is reduced to
about one cup. Set aside.

Place chicken in pre-
heated oven and roast for
15 minutes.

Reduce heat to 375; con-
tinue roasting for 30 to 35
minutes more, basting
with glaze several times
during the last 15 min-
utes of cooking. Transfer
chicken to warmed serv-
ing platter; brush with
glaze. Cover with foil and
let rest.

Pour excess fat off
roasting pan. Stir broth
into roasting pan, place
on stove top over medium
heat and stir with wood-
en spoon, scraping up
brown bits from bottom
of pan.

Add remaining glaze to
roasting pan. Bring mix-
ture to low simmer.
Strain and serve as gravy
alongside chicken.

Read us online:
bigspringherald.com

We Get You Out!
We Get You Through It!

A-1 Bail Bonds

213 E 3rd Street
Big Spring, Tx 79720
Don'’t settle for less-Call the best!
Terry Kinsey.........ccccceeenn.
Espanol..........cccccvvvvuvnennnns
We accept cash-credit cards-Check with approved credit

oje

................ (432) 268-1005
................ (432) 264-7772

¢ Space and design of homes

* Rental Rates

View These A
On Our Website Or Call For
A Mailed Brochure

¢ Location of apartment complex

OUR RESIDENTS TELL US THEY LIKE:

YOU WILL LIKE THEM, TOO!

Coronado Hills Apartment&
801 W. Marcy * 267-6500

www.coronadohillsapts.com
rtment Homes
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“Remember...you deserve the best!!”
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Saturday. December 27th 10 am
Thank You For Your Continued Support.

The Ivy Cottage

3101 No. Big Spring  Midland, TX  432-687-6010.
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To You And Yours!

We will be closed
December 24th & 25th

Annual After Christmas Sale

A

)

P // :

\

\J

&mtnanytlmhotorcoldmdlt'u;oodhryou,too.

Tasty tea is
simply healthy

NAPSI-Most people try
to lead healthy lifestyles,
but it can be hard work!

Between crazy work

schedules, driving the
kids to-and-from practice
and saving for college,
few people realistically
have the leisure time or
extra money to go to the
gym three times a week
or shop for groceries at
specialty health food
stores.

Yet, keeping the family
healthy remains a huge

-priority and there are

simple ways to achieve
this goal. From preparing
balanced, low-fat meals,
to climbing stairs at the
mall instead of riding the
escalator, everyone has a
few easy tricks that add
an extra boost of wellness
to the daily routine.
Here's another valuable
tip: drink more tea. Not
only is it calorie-free,
great tasting and about
half the caffeine as a cup
of coffee, but one serving
of Lipton black or green
tea contains about 190 mg
of flavonoid antioxidants-
compounds that are
believed to fight free rad-

SAT. 12-4

1712
GREGG

263-5500

WEST TEXAS DISCOUNT FLOORING

M-F 9-5:30 BLGL:LRLET
52-59 sf

16x16 Tile

51 .49 sf

icals in your body.

That's more flavonoid
antioxidant activity than
certain fruits and vegeta-
Mes! Though, be sure to
eat those five servings of
fruits and veggies each
day, because tea is not a
substitute for their nutri-
ents.

Additionally, scientists
are eagerly investigating
the relationship between
tea consumption and the
reduction of disease
risks, such as heart dis-
ease and stroke. And,
though there isn't defini-
tive evidence of this rela-
tionship just yet,
researchers are encour-
aged by preliminary find-
ings.

Of course, you always
could eat three eggplants
while chanting "ohm" as
you contort into the
Downward Dog yoga
position, but that doesn't
sound very simple.

To learn more informa-
tion about tea and health,
visit the Lipton Tea Web
site at
www.LiptonT.com.

Tea is a simple way to
be good to yourself..

Wilsonart
Plush Carpet
*6.99 yd

$7.49 ,a

810 11TH PLACE

worthless.

Service broadcast

on your dial

Cordially Invite You to
Attend our Services

TRINITY BAPTIST

267-6344

The Christmas spirit that
goes out with the dried-up

Christmas tree is just as

Randy Cotton
Pastor
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Sunday School........... 10:00 a.m.

Morning Worship...... 11:00 a.m.
over KBYG 1400 AM Evangelistic Service....6:00 p.m.|
' Wednesday Service...... 7:00p.m.

Sale Starts Friday. December 26th
Door Opens at 10:00 am

50% off

Entire Stock Christmas Items And Other Merchandise

Happy Holidaye -

Suggs Hallmark W

Inside Big Spring Mall - 263-4444
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will target : kill

ian itants in

on for a suicide
bonmibing that killed four
Israelis, senior security
sources said Friday.
Leaders of Hamas, how-
ever, will be exempt from
such strikes because the
group has halted its
attacks, the sources said.

Thursday’s suicide
bombing came minutes
after an Israeli air strike
in Gaza Kkilled three
Islamic Jihad militants
and two civilians. The
violence came after a rel-
atively calm period and
threatened tentative steps
to renew peace talks.

Defense Minister Shaul
Mofaz and his top com-
manders decided Friday
to target militants from
Islamic Jihad and the
radical Popular Front for
the Liberation of
Palestine — the group
that claimed responsibili-
ty for Thursday’s bomb-
ing, said security
sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Since the start of fight-
ing in September 2000,
Israel has routinely hunt-
ed down and killed mili-
tant leaders — often in a
manner similar to
Thursday’s helicopter air
strike, which killed the
top Islamic Jihad leader
in the Gaza Strip (news -
web sites). Friday’s deci-
sion signaled Israel could
step up such attacks.

Israel’s military chief,
Maj. Gen. Moshe Yaalon,
said in an interview pub-
lished Friday that Hamas
-~ :which has been
responsible for most sui-
cide bombings and been
the prime target of Israeli
strikes — had halted
attacks inside Israel in
response to Israeli
attacks on its leaders.

“It is no coincidence
that a group like Hamas
decides to stop attacks
within Israel, it comes
from the realization that
their organization is in
danger,” Yaalon said.

Due to Hamas’ decision,
Israel will not strike the
group, the security
sources said.

Hamas officials were
not available for com-
ment Friday.

Also Friday, Israeli sol-
diers shot at a crowd of

about 200 Israelis,
Palestinians and foreign-
ers demonstrating

against a security barrier
Israel is building to sepa-

rate the West Bank and:

Israel, wounding two pro-
testers.

Rescue workers said an
Israeli protester was mod-
erately wounded by gun-
fire, and a foreigner was
lightly wounded by a rub-
ber-coated bullet.

The army said the two
protesters were damaging
the fence, and that it had
opened fi.e only after
warning shots failed to
get them off the struc-
ture.

Israel says the barrier
is meant to block suicide
bombers, but' its route
dips deep into the West
Bank, infuriating
Palestinians and drawing
U.S. criticism.

In Gaza, tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians
attended the funerals of
the five people killed in
Thursday’s airstrike.

“Our message to (Prime
Minister Ariel) Sharon ...
prepare coffins for your
people because our earth-
shaking reprisals are on
the way,” an armed mili-
tant shouted to mourners
at the funeral of Mekled
Hameid, 39, a top Islamic
Jihad commander in the
Gaza Strip.
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Big Spring - 267-1113
Coahoma - 394-4256
Member FDIC

Entry/Garage
Doors & Openers
* Sales ¢ Service ¢ Installation
Bob's Custom Woodwork

267-5811

2000 SOUTH GREGG
263-3000 -
BIG SPRING, TEXAS

Graumann'’s Inc.

Specializing
OILFIELD PUMP & ENGINE REPAIR
A. A. (GUS) GRAUMANN, Founder
304 Austin

RES. 263-3787 267-1626

NARRISLUM&HARWARE.INC

1515 E. FM 700
267-8206
Big Spring. Tx.

LEE’S RENTAL CENTER
& SELF STORAGE

“SERVING YOU SINCE 1969
Experience Counts
1606 E. FM 700 263-6925
1-800-480-5337

For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting
life.

John 3:16

QUALITY
GLASS & MIRROR CO.

The Finest In Your Glass Needs
Residential-Commercial
Automobile
263-1891
505 E. 2nd

Big Spring Mall
Big Spring, Tx.
(432) 267-6335

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT
Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

THE HARLEY-DAVIDSON
"
‘OLDEST DEALERSHIP IN TEXAS®
908 W. 3RD ST. HWY. 8-0

263-2322 BIG SPRING, TEXAS
HOWARD & MARJO WALKER

Read us
online at:

bigspringherald.com

Specializing in O/U Shotguns
Maxwell Green
Buy * Trade « Sell
915-263-0395 or
263-4720
1505 Scurry, Big Spring, TX

FFLD

OUR BUSINESS IS EARTH MOVING

&

KEarthco

Office: (432) 263-8456 Shop (432) 263-3859

~ Bectl o

GOOD FAMILY SPORT
COME JOIN A LEAGUE OR OPEN BOWL

EAST HWY. 267-7484

So teach us to number
our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto
wisdom.

Psalm 90:124.
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OF YOUR CHOICE

810 Scurry

3:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

- 8t. Paul
Lu ‘heran Church

Sunday WOI‘Shlp

Sunday School and
Adult Bible Study

www.mo.quik/itishe

267-7163

K7 A Timeless
W|¥*  Design
W Florist & Gifts

1105 E. 11th Place
264-7230

Ouﬂlqmm

New Location
\ Drive Up Window
Water Sprinkler System

263-8781

EYHome Hesplce]‘

Offering the finest in
Hospice Care

264-7599 600 Gregg

If any man among you
seem to be religious, and
bridleth not his tongue,
but deceiveth his own
heart, this man'’s religion
is vain.

James 1: 26

FEED & SEED FERTILIZER
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS

Big Spring
Farm Supply, Inc.

Ronnie Wood
263-3382 Lamesa Highway

Duane Thomas,
President

Scott Nelson,

Business Banking Mgr
Jearod Taylor,
Consumer Banking Mgr

400 Main-Downtown Big Sporiing

267-5513 Membver FpIC

BAPTIST

AIRPORT BAPTIST
1208 Frazier St. 263-7451
BAPTIST TEMPLE
400 11th Place 267-8287
BEREA BAPTIST
4204 Wasson Rd. 267-8438
BIRDWELL LANE BAPTIST
1512 Birdwell Lane
CALVARY BAPTIST
1200 W. 4th. 263-4242
CENTRAL BAPTIST
Elbow Community
COLLEGE BAPTIST
1105 Birdwell Lane 267-7429
CRESTVIEW BAPTIST
Gatesville Street
EAST FOURTH BAPTIST
401 East 4th 267-2291
EAST SIDE BAPTIST
1108 E. 6th 267-1915
FIRST BAPTIST
705 Marcy Drive 267-8223
FIRST BAPTIST
Knott
FIRST BAPTIST
201 South Ave., Coahoma
FIRST BAPTIST
Sand Springs 393-5565
FIRST MEXICAN
701 N.W. 5th
FORSAN BAPTIST CHURCH
457-2342
HILLCREST BAPTIST
2000 W. FM 700 267-1639
IGLESIA BAUTISTA
CENTRAL
2105 Lancaster S. 267-3396
IGLESIA BAUTISTA LA FE
408 State Street 267-7512
LUTHEN BETHEL BAPTIST
Gail Rt.
MIDWAY BAPTIST
E. 1-20 263-6274
MORNING STAR BAPTIST
403 Trades
MT. BETHEL BAPTIST
630 Sgt. Paredez  263-4069
PRAIRIE VIEW BAPTIST
Farm Mkt. Rd. 2230
PRIMERA BAUTISTA MISSION
701 N.W. 5th 263-1139
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
201 East 24th
SALEM BAPTIST

1-20
TRINITY BAPTIST
810 11th Place 267-6344
ke

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
4319 Parkway 267-5381

ASSEMBlY OF GOD

RS
4th & Lancuter 267 7971
TEMPLO BELEN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
2205 GOLIAD

AhJ 4

NON- DENOMINATION

CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH
1008 Birdwell Lane  263-5683
TEMPLO BIBLIA ABIERTA
604 E. 13th St. 263-1998
MIRACLE REVIVAL CENTER

600 EAST FM 700 «
FAMILY FAITH VICTORY

CENTER, INC.
3401 E. 11th P1. & FM 700
267-6001

Samuel A. Segundo, Jr
Pastor
CORNERSTONE CHURCH
706 E. 12TH
263-3072

COLLEGE HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN
400 East 21st 263-2241
FIRST CHRISTIAN
911 Goliad 267-7851
ANDERSON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Green & Anderson 263-2075
BIRDWELL LANE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
11th Place
CHURCH OF CHRIST
14th & Main
COAHOMA CHURCH OF
CHRIST
311 N. 2nd
SAND SPRINGS CHURCH
OF CHRIST
Nine Miles East of B.S. on
Thomas Rd.

WEST HIGHWAY 80
CHURCH OF CHRIST
3900 W. Hwy. 80 267-6483
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY
15th & Dixie
COLLEGE PARK CHURCH OF GOD
603 Tulane Avenue 267-8593
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
2009 Main 267-6607
McGEE MEMORIAL CHURCH
OF GOD IN CHRIST
1000 N.W. 3rd 267-6605

IMMACULATE HEART OF
MARY CATHOLIC
1009 Hearn 267-4124
SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
508 N. Aylford 263-7884
ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC
605 North Main 263-2864

Days Inn Patio Room
BIG SPRING GOSPEL
TABERNACLE
1905 Scurry

EPISCOPAL

701 Runpels

SPRING TABERNACLE
1209 Wright St.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
1803 Wasson 263-4411

ST. MARY'S EPISCOPAL
1001 Goliad 267-8201

KINGDOM HALL JEHOVAH'S
WITNESSES
1500 Wasson Rd.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
810 Scurry 267-7163

BAKER'S CHAPEL AME
METHODIST
911 North Lancaster 267-7158
COAHOMA UNITED
METHODIST
Main at Central
FIRST UNITED METHODIST

400 Scurry 267-6394
IGLESIA METHODISTA
Unida Northside
Goliad & NE 6th St.
NORTH BIRDWELL LANE
UNITED METHODIST
2702 N. Birdwell 263-2536

FIRST CHURCH OF THE
NAZARENE
1400 Lancaster

THE PENTECOSTALS OF
BIG SPRIN

Jesus Name UPC
1004 Locust 432-263-0050
Pastor: Michael A. Mahaney

PRESBYTERIAN

RST PRESB RIAN
263-4211
FIRST\PRESBYTERIAN
205 N. 1st Coahoma

POWERHOUSE OF GOD IN CHRIST
711 Cherry
THE SALVATION ARMY
811 West 5th 267-8239
TOLLETT ALL FAITH CHAPEL
Big Spring State Hospital
FRIENDS OF UNITY
100 A. 8. Main (East Boxcar)
TEMPLO CENTRO DE ALABANZA
900 Magnolia

"WE BUILD"

Kiwanis Club of Big Spring

TAKE TIME OUT FOR
YOURSELF READ
THE
BIG SPRING
HERALD

Sherry Wegner Agency

Life & Health « Farm & Ranch
« Commercial Ins
267-55558
2121 Lamesa Hwy ¢ Big Spring

EXPRESS MEDICAL SUPPLY
24 HOUR SERVICE
1210 8. Gregg 267-6994

Big Spring, Texas
Calvin Carnes 1-800-829-1408

NOBODY ASKS FOR IT

Help STOP Sexual Assaults

Call 263-3312

Rape Crisis Services/Big Spring

Halley Pichle & Welch
Funeral Home

“Our Family Serving Your Family”
906 Gregg St. Big Spring, TX
915-267-6331
1-800-284-2141

Subscribe and Save

BIG
SPRING

Mo,

2637331

Gillihan
Paint & Body

25 Years - Same Location
Flexible Hours
264-6528
821 W. 4th Big Spring, TX.

Through wisdom is an
house builded; and by
understanding it is
established.

Proverbs 24:3

Now faith is the sub-

stance of things hoped
for, the evidence of
things not seen.

. Hebrews u:l'
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i 750 ml btl.

QU

vk

Moet
Champagne

750 mi btl.
White Star Extra Dry

Mumm
Cordon
| Rouge..

750 mli btl.

Perrier Jouet
Grand Brut

750 ml btl.

Piper Sonoma

750 ml btl.
Brut or Blanc de Noir

750 ml btl.

s 9.79ea.

"Domaine
Ste. Michelle

$8.69¢ca.

Chandon

or Tosti
750 ml btl.

$7.87ca.

$6.77 ea.

750 ml btl., Brut,

\
-~

5 L box, Blush, Chillable Red,

Franzia Wine

Refreshing White,

Crisp White or Oakleaf Red
ea. i

), W

Veuve Cliquot Yellow

$36.99ca.

$31.99¢a.

$12.99¢a.

Martini & Rossi
Asti Spumante

750 mi btl., Brut, Blanc de Noir,
Extra Dry or Blanc de Blanc

750 ml btl., Brut Fresco,
Brut Argentina or Fresco Perla

Asti Spumante or Pinot Grigio

Freixenet Cordon
750 ml btl., Negro Brut,
Extra Dry or Brut dé Noir

Chandon Champagne

Blanc de Noir or Extra Dry

$14.79eca.

750 mi btl.

l |

i3
1 8498
\ ea.

Ballatore

750 ml btl.
Gran Spumante
or .Rosso

or Totts

750 ml btl.
Brut or Extra Dry

Champagne

' Champagne

new to Texas!

e barrel-aged

e vacuumed-seal

[ world=class
wine

Al

per box
That's just
$5 per bottle!
Black Box
Wine

3 L box \
Napa Chardonnay
or Sonoma County
Merlot

th§nk ,
IS 1L
the box!

Black Box Wines

e four premium bottles

wines from

Napa Valley & Sonoma County

ed, 3-liter bags

; AnDRE
Mo

Cook’s
Champagne

4 pk., 187 ml btls.,

$4.99 ea.

Freixenet
Cordon Negro
Brut

3 pk., 187 ml btls.
bgut or extra dry

$6.87 ea.

Asti

4 pk., 187 mli btls.

$11.47ca.

Brut, Extra Dry or Spumante

Martini & Rossi

§™non-alcoholic

Sutter Home Fre
750 ml btl.

$4.89 ea.

Sparkling

Celebrations
Sparkling
Frult Beverage

750 ml btl. Tribute,
Applause, Ovation
or Passion

2 for $6

» A
A7
)

=7 4
5

Woodbridge Wine
by Robert Mondavi

1.5 L btl., Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Chardonnay, Zinfandel,
Syrah or Pinot Grigio

$10.56 ea.

Ste. Genevieve
1.5 L btl., Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Pinot Noir or Chardonnay

or Concha Y Toro
1.5 Lébtl., Merlot, Chardonnay,
Carmenere, Syrah/Malbec,
Sauvignon Blanc/Semillon or
Cabernet Sauvignon/Merlot

$6.97ea.

Kendall-Jackson
750 ml btl., Chardonnay,
Pinot Noir, Syrah or Zinfandel

$8-9 7 ea.

Blackstone

750 ml btl., Merlot,
Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah,
Zinfandel or Pinot Noir

or Rosemount

Diamond
750 ml btl., Shiraz, Merlot,
Pinot Noir or Cabernet Sauvignon

$8.97 ca.

Beringer

1.5 L btl., White Zinfandel,
Zinfandel, White Merlot,
Chenin Blanc or

White Cabernet Sauwgnon

$8.88 ca.

Riunite

1.5 L btl.

assorted varieties

or Sutter Home

1.5 L btl.
assorted varieties

35-9768.

Andre Champagne
750 ml btl.,
assorted varieties

3 for 3999

Cook’s Champagne
750 ml btl.
assorted varieties

2 for $9

>

B

g

Arbor Mist
Wine Blenders

1.5 L btl., peach,
blackberry o1 strawberry
Arbor Mist Wine

1.5L btl.,

assorted varieties

$5.79 ea.

Select

Brut - little or no sweetness
Extra Dry - less dry than Brut

Asti or Asti Spumante -
sweetest of the sparkling wines

or chill 30 minutes in a bucket.

* do not chill champagne

in the freezer!

Pop

* never shake a champagne bottle
* point the eork away from people
* remove foil and wire hood

* hold cork firmly and turn bottle.

Quick tips for a fabulous Champagne toast.

Chill

Champagne -

* should be well chilled

* store in a cool, dark place

* refrigerate upright for 2 hours

Clink

* the natural pressure in the
bottle will push the cork out
with a slight pop or sigh.

« it's customary to clink glasses
after a toast is given

* this tradition is meant
to ward off bad luck.

Cheers!

Prices Good Friday, December 26, 2003 Thru Thursday, January 1, 2004 We will be open New Year's Day.

At Your WW H-E-B Stores. oriers not .aiid At Brosoway Central Market

tems not avaliable at Central Market. Due To The Popularity Of Our Low Prices Every Day, We Reserve The Right Jo Limit Quantities

Some ems May Not Be Avallable In All Stores 04.0896CS ©2003 H-EB Food Stores

visit www.heb.com
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The sports year in Texas got
off to a rousing start with Bill
Parcells saying on Jan. 1 that
he had agreed to coach the
Dallas Cowboys. Now it's late
December and the Parcells-led
Cowboys are going to the play-
offs.

Wow, what a turnaround
from three straight 5-11 sea-
sons. Could there be'a bigger
story in 2003 in this football-

.mad state?

Unfortunately, yes.

While the Cowboys' revival is
impressive, the newsworthi-
ness is trumped by the bizarre,
tragic tale surrounding the
Baylor basketball program, a
series of events that are as baf-
fling now as when they unfold
ed this summer.

A 6-foot-10 player missing,
then found dead near campus.
A teammate and former room-
mate accused of murder. The

pyrwwd

Do you have an
story idea? Call Tommy Wells at 263-

sports item or

o 7331, Ext. 237. Email results to:
sports @bigspringherald.com
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respected coach resignlng in
shame after asking players to
spread lies casting the deceased
player as a drug dealer, those
conversations coming to light
because they were secretly
recorded by an assistant coach.

Things like improper pay-
ments to players and mishan-
dled drug tests seem tame by
comparison. Those misdoings
were revealed at the start of an
ongoing internal investigation
that could lead to severe pun-
ishment from the NCAA. That
ruling, and the ongoing legal
proceedings involving the case
against Carlton Dotson, ensure
that this story will linger well
into 2004.

It's not fair to even try gaug-
ing the pain suffered by the
families of all involved. Yet;
since this still a sports story,
the on-court impact can be
gauged, at least anecdotally.

The Bears were expectmg this
season to be coached by Dave
Bliss, with Patrick Dennehy
and Lawrence Roberts at for-
ward, and John Lucas IIT and

Kenny Taylor at guard.
Improvement from last season's
14-14 record seemed like a
layup.

Instead, Dennehy is dead and
those other players, Baylor's
top three scorers last season,
have transferred. Bliss is con-
sidered such a pariah that he
fled to Colorado, but even there
negative publicity forced him
to quit helping his son's high
school team.

Good thing other Texans pro-
vided plenty to cheer about this

Rice won the NCAA baseball
title, earning the first athleti
championship for a school lon
considered an academic wi
ner.

Soon after, the San Antonio
Spurs gave David Robinson the
ultimate retirement present _
an NBA title. They reached the
finals by beating the Dallas
Mavericks in an all-Texas con-
ference finals.

Lance Armstrong kept the
champagne spraying with his
record-tying fifth straight Tour
de France victory. It was by far
his toughest as he overcame ill-
ness, two crashes and a near-
miss to win by just 61 seconds.

There actually was some good
news from college basketball,
as the men's and women's
teams from Texas made the
Final Four.

From high school hoops,
Robert Hughes of Fort Worth

Oftragedy overshadows Parcells lmpact in Texas sports

Dunbar reclaimed his spot as
the nation's winningest basket-
ball coach with No. 1,275, then
won a state championship.

The biggest news out of Fort

Worth, though, came from the-

Colonial Country Club.

Annika Sorenstam became
the first women in a PGA Tour
event since Texas' own Babe
Zaharias in 1945. Although she
missed the cut by five strokes,
she performed admirably under
a worldwide spotlight. More
people probably remember her
two rounds than who won the
event.

Emmitt Smith would be
happy to forget what happened
when he returned to Texas
Stadium in October, eight
months after being released by
the Cowboys. Playing for the
Arizona Cardinals, he lost one
yard on six carries and left
with a broken shoulder blade.

,in 2003 after a season in

What team
is afraid of
the ‘Boys

IRVING (AP) — Every week this season,
coach Bill Parcells has asked the Dallas
Cowboys the same question: What team
scares you?

His point was to build their confidence. He
wanted to make them look around the league
and realize they're as good as any team, or at
least most teams, which meant they were
good enough to-make the playoffs.

It worked, of course. Rather than the usual
crutch of “us against the world,” Parcells
built a mental edge based on self-confidence
that helped the Cowboys shed their losing
ways. They're preparing for the finale
Sunday knowing they still have a chance to
win the division.

Now, though, it's time to turn the question
around. Is any playoff team afraid of the
Cowboys?

Running back Troy Hambrick thought
about that Monday, then flashed a devilish
grin.

“l don't think anybody
out there is scared of us,”
he said. “We've got
Quincy Carter at quarter-
back. We've got Troy
Hambrick at running

back and he can't run by

Da"as anybody. He's one-dimen-
sional.”

COWboys His sarcastic barbs echo

what folks have been say-
ing since August. He can say it jokingly now
because the Cowboys are 10-5 and are
already in the playoffs.

Yet, as far as the team has come, an inspec-
tion of their playoff path reveals a club that's
is far from a juggernaut.

» The two-game winning streak the
Cowboys are riding was built against teams
with no chance of making the playoffs. The
zero-touchdown, one-field goal showing the
defense has posted in that span came against
quarterback - Tim Hasselbeck in his third
career start and Jesse Palmer in his second.

» Dallas has beaten only two teams that
currently have winning records, Philadel-
phia and Carolina..

» Dallas also has beaten only two teams
that were above .500 at kickoff: Carolina and
the New York Giants, who were 1-0 at the
time and have since plummeted to 4-11.

* Five of the eight teams the Cowboys have
beaten are last in their divisions.

Historical note: Remember the 1998 squad,
which also bounced back from a losing
record to make the playoffs in their first sea-
son under a new coach? Chan Gailey's debut
club went 10-6 and won the division by going
8-0 against the NFC East and 2-6 against the
rest of the league.

year:

-

-l
HERALD photos/Tommy Wells

Westbrook freshman Allison Bray shoots over the top of a Kiondike defender during the Lady
Cats’ loss last Friday. Bray and the WHS giris will return from the Christmas holidays on Jan. 2
when they travel to Ira to face the Lady Bulldogs.

Newman wins
driving honor

NEW YORK (AP) —
Ryan Newman was hon-
ored as Driver of the Year

which he won eight races
and 11 poles in NASCAR's
Winston Cup Series.
This was only the sec-
ond time in the award's
37-year history the honor
did not go to a series
champion. Matt Kenseth
won this year's Cup title.

ARLINGTON * (AP)
Texas Rangers officials
say Alex Rodriguez will
be back with the Rangers
next season.

The Tuesday deadline
for a deal with Boston
passed without a trade of
the American League
MVP, and Rangers owner
Tom Hicks said talks
with the Red Sox are
finally over.

“It is time for the Texas
Rangers to look forward

Bill Elliott received the Jooh Wlﬂdﬂb Blig | to the 2004 season with
award in 1985 despite fin- Spring Steers wil play in Alex Rodriguez as our
ishing second to Darrell the Lamesa toumament | shortstop and team
Waltrip in the points. beginning Monday. leader,” Hicks said. “As

we explored recent oppor-
tunities, we always said
he would not be traded
unless it made our team
better, faster. Alex is the
best player in baseball
and we are excited to
have him as a leader in
the clubhouse and on the
field.”

Texas had proposed
sending Rodriguez to
Boston for Manny Rami-
rez, but talks collapsed
last week after the play-
ers' association rejected a
proposal by the Red Sox
to cut $28 million to $30
million off A-Rod's record

Texas says A-Rod will remain with Rangers

$252 million contract.

“Alex wants to compete
in the postseason, but he
also wants to help Texas
be a champion and be a
part of what we are doing
here,” Hicks said. “From
our conversations I know
he loves Texas and he's
happy being here."

There did not appear to
be any talks as the dead-
line approached.

“I know of nothing
going on,” Rodriguez's
agent, Scott Boras.

Texas and Boston had
talked for weeks of a pos-
sible trade.

Hawaii trips
Houston in
30T, 54-48

HONOLULU —
Benched and booed in the
final two regular-season
games, Timmy Chang
found redemption in the
Hawaii Bowl.

Chang came off the
bench and threw for 475
yards and five touch-
downs to lead Hawaii to a
wild 54-48 triple-overtime
victory over Houston in a
Hawaii Bowl that ended
with a nasty brawl
Thursday night.

Two of Chang’s scores
came in OT as he com-
pleted 26 of 42 passes and
was selected the game’s
MVP. The junior also
moved into third place on
the NCAA career passing
list with 12,814 yards.

But it was Michael
Brewster’'s 8-yard touch-
down run in the third
overtime that gave the
Warriors (9-5) the victory.

Shortly after Hawaii
stopped Houston on
fourth down in the third
OT, the Warriors poured
onto the field and several
scuffles broke out.

Players were swinging
helmets, throwing punch-
es and kicks. No major
injuries were reported.

“You don’t want a game
to end like that, but emo-
tions are so high like that
when people lose, they're
going to want to fight,”
said Hawaii's Kelvin
Millhouse, who intercept-
ed two passes. “They
were talking with us,
messing with us the
whole game. I don’t think
they liked us. I don’t
think we liked them very
much either.”

Coaches and police
broke up the brawl after
several minutes, and
Houston was escorted to
its locker room.

“The referees let it get
out of control during the
game by not taking con-
trol of some of the taunt-
ing and some of the
things that were going

n,” Hawaii coach "June
Jones said. “I told them
in the middle of the third
quarter, If you don’t get
control of this game
we've got a problem.’”

Houston (7-6) took
advantage of a clock man-
agement mistake by
Hawalii to tie it at 34 with
22 seconds left in regula-
tion.

Fans were filing out of
Aloha Stadium late in the
fourth, but the Warriors
failed to run out the
clock.

Houston used its last
timeout with 1:07 left, but
the Warriors passed on
third down from the
Cougars 12 instead of
running the ball and the
clock,
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Despite challenges, efforts to attract

minority drivers to NASCAR continue

By Davip POOLE
Knight Ridder Newspapers

he one.

On Dec. 1, 1963, Wendell Scott
won a 200-lap NASCAR Grand
National race at Jacksonville, Fla.
Buck Baker was originally ruled
the winner, but Scott protested the

scoring. Officials eventually found
4

an error and named Scott the winner.

It has been 40 years since that historic stock-
car racing event. Scott is still the only person
other than a white man to win a race in
NASCAR’s top series.

During the 2003 NASCAR season, Bill
Lester was the one — the only black driver in
any of NASCAR’s three national series. Unless
something changes before February, there will
be no black drivers in the Nextel Cup, Grand
Natjonal or Truck series next year.

“The problem with the diversity issue in
NASCAR is that we’ve been dealing with

‘ones,’"” said Greg Calhoun, a businessman from

Montgomery, Ala., and a member of
NASCAR's Diversity Council. “We need more
Bill Lesters out there, so that if a driver like him
loses a ride it won’t be a big story. It should be

about a group, so that if one falls out, it won’t be

the end of the world.”

During the week NASCAR celebrates its sea-

son with the Winston Cup awards ceremony in
New York, there are signs it is Yaking a new
approach to the issue with which it has had per-
haps the least success in its remarkable rise
since the days Scott was driving.

Calhoun is part of that new approach. He's
heading a new NASCAR-backed Drive for
Diversity, which has taken applications from
minority drivers and crew menibers for the past
month

For the next few »\uk\ the program will

pick four drivers to ¢b 1g s(\mu}ct
across the Southeast* The idea isto-start them

Cup champion Matt Kenseth began — allowing
them to learn their craft without the pressures of
stock-car racing’s major Series crushing in on
them from the start.

NASCAR is working with corporate spon-
sors to line up support for the Drive for
Diversity. It is working, too, with former NFL
star Reggie White, who in partnership with Joe
Gibbs Racing, is starting a team with a similar
strategy. White's team plans to put two drivers
in Late Model competition at short tracks in
2004 and move up as talent develops.

“A lot.of people want to see a black guy on
the track,” Calhoun said. “I want to see black

guys who will be out there and compete. We are

going to be part of history.”

However, in 40 years of history since
Scett’s victory, progress in drversity has
been limited.

Willy T. Ribbs had three starts in the
Cup series in 1986, and a year in the
Truck series. Shawna Robinson, with
eight Cup races in the 2001 and 2002
seasons, came as close as any woman
has in two decades to making it in “The
Show.” Carlos Contreras, from Mexico,
has competed in the Grand National and
Truck senies.

There are those who would argue
that NASCAR has no responsibility to
do anything other than remove any insti-
tutional barriers that would prevent
Lester or another minority driver from
picking himself up and finding his own
way into a ride.

Too many people use such rational-
1zations to mask the ugly stench of
racism, and the desire to keep NASCAR
a bastion of white dominance in professional
sports. Even those who have convinced them-

selves they are merely seeking a meritocracy are

being short-sighted.

A farmer doesn’t wait on nature, hoping the
winds will blow seed into his fields. He clears
the land, cultivates and fertilizes the soil, plants
seed and nurtures it. Only then, and only if he
has done hig joif well, does a harvest come.

There is $0 readily available crop of young, *

talented manority drivers. NASCAR has been
waiting«oo long — 40 years, in fact — for an

answer to the diversity question to simply show

up.
Calhoun and White now join others who

Robinson

Contreras

e A g .

g racing

have been trying to plant seeds so true diversity

might grow. If things go as planned, their efforts

will put at least six minority drivers into the
short-track mix next year.

Odds that one Cup race winner will someday
come from any group of six drivers are too high
to compute. But it’s a start.

Through programs such as the educational
scholarship component of Dodge’s diversity

program, and through the determination of some

people of color who have worked their way into
jobs in the sport, the NASCAR garage is no
longer as monochromatic as it was 10 or even
five years ago.

Jim Hunter, NASCAR vice president for cor-
porate communications, says Brian France,
NASCAR’s new chief executive officer, wants
“to see NASCAR as a truly American sport
across the full spectrum of America,”
describing it as France’s “‘vision.”

Another vision for NASCAR is of a
competitive black driver, which could
do for the sport what Tiger Woods has
‘done for golf, and what Venus and
Serena Williams have done for tennis.

part of NASCAR’s role is to_keep
stock-car racing healthy and help it
grow. A successful diversity program
would do both

“Diversity is going'to be an endless
pursuit,” France said. “We want every-
body in this country, every man and
woman, to be a NASCAR fan. If we

us more attractive to more people,
that’s important

“I also am the chairman of our
diversity council, and it’s an issue |
take personally. I think diversity is a
long-term pursuit that will help make NASCAR
more attractive to everyone.”

A decade from now, as the 2013 champion is
being crowned and someone is writing about the
50th anniversary of Wendell Scott’s victory at
Jacksonville, will NASCAR be any closer to
France's vision of a more diverse sport?

A decade should be plenty of time for the
sport to reach that geal,Bat four decades have
passed since Dec I, 1963 An that context, 10
years seems like a \fmn time. So short, in fact,
that to get there so soon, the sport can’t afferd
many mistakes

Perhaps not even one

% &L, ek,

RALPH LAUER/KRT

NASCAR Truck series driver Bill Lester climbs into the No. 8 Dodge truck in preparation for a 2002 qualifying race at Texas Motor Speedway.
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There is nothing wrong with that. A big

can put initiatives forward to help make
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THIS WEEK'S QUESTION
How many Nextel Cup races
do you plan to attend in 20047

Cast your vote at:
www.thatsracin.com
' LAST WEEK'S QUESTION
When will you start getting 3
really excited about the 2004 season?

Number of votes: 3,659

AT R

POSITION

.

When we get to thefinal 10 races
mthepropoudpiayoﬂpomssystom

ngSpoodooksatDaytona

At the green flag for the Daytona 500

RACIN’ NOTES

A.J. MAST/KRT

Richard Childress and driver Kevin Harvick.

Childress weighs in on
playoff system proposal

Team owner Richard Childress, who won
six Winston Cup championships with Dale
Eamhardt under the points system in place
since 1975, said he was hesitant about a pro-
posed playoff format for NASCAR's top
series, but has since gained a better under-
standing of it.

By mid-January, NASCAR plans to
announce whetherit will adapt a 26-race “reg-
ular season” and 10-race playoff format. Only
the top-10 drivers in points after 26 races
would be eligible to race for the ehampionship
over the final 10 races.

“From a purely selfish standpoint I would
prefer the system stay the same,” said ~
Chiltress, who wonmCup titles in 1986, '87,
90, '91, '93 and '94 with Earnhardt, the late
seven-time champion. “When I first heard
about it around the time of the (Cup awards)
banquet in New Yerk, I didn’t think much of
it.”

Childress said he recently spoke extensive-
ly with NASCAR officials, looking for
answers to several questions he had about the
proposal.

“I think I have a better understanding now
of what NASCAR is thinking. Sometimes you
have to step back and take a look at the big
picture,” he said.

“I can certainly see where the added media
exposure and excitement surrounding a play-
off atmosphere would help grow the sport and
continue its success.”

Childress said many questions remain
about the proposal.

“I'm not saying that I’m high on it right
now. All I'm saying is that it makes a little bit
more sense once you get a better understand-
ing of it, which I was able to do,” he said.

Childress maintains he doesn’t have a prob-
lem with some changes to the points system.
He said he was also “well aware” of the over-
whelming negative response fans have to the
playoff plan.

Nextel, which takes over sponsorship of the
Cup series in 2004, has been meeting with
NASCAR over the proposal. Many fans have
mistakenly cited Nextel as the reason for the
change, when in fact it has been heavily pro-
moted by new NASCAR chairman Brian
France.

Childress said one of his main concerns
regarding the plan has to do with “locking in”
only 10 drivers to compete for the title.

“I mean, look at Terry Labonte this season.
He worked his butt off to get that 10th spot in
points in the last race of the scason. Getting in
the top 10 and going to New York for the ban-
quet has always been a big deal in our sport,”
Childress said.

NASCAR’s playoff proposal isn’t catchmg on with racing fans

rom the looks of various polls conducted
on racing Web sites, it appears that

NASCAR is going to have a big selling job

‘on its hands if it decides to use a “‘postseason”

plan to pick its Nextel

Cup champion.

provided them, fans have
roundly rejected the idea
of using points scored in
just the season’s final 10
races to determine a
¢hampion.

objéctions seems to be
the idea of *“locking in”
the top 10 after 26 races
and having only those

At every opportunity

One of the fans’ main

s DAVID POOLE »

drivers contend for the title over the final 10
events. They feel that a driver who finishes strong-
ly ought to have a chance to finish the season in
the top 10.

In the 29 seasons the current system has been

used, however, only 33 drivers who were not in
the top+40 with 10 races to go finished there. Only

one driver, Kurt Busch in 2002, earned a top-five

points finish after being outside the top 10 with 10

races to go. Busch finished third. And the deepest
any driver has come from with 10 races to go to
earn a top- 10 finish was 16th. That has been done
four times, including by Bill Elliott in 2003.

If NASCAR decides to adopt some variation of
this 26-10 plan, it could very well include a provi-
“sion for a driver to earn his way back intp the top

10 after not being there through 26 races — some
form of a “‘wild-card™ playoff berth. NASCAR
isn’t expected to announce a decision on-whether
such a plan will be adopted until mid-January.

Jerry Nadeau's long road back

Jerry Nadeau got back in a stock car earlier this

month for the first time since being seriously
injured in a crash during practice May 2 at
Richmond (Va.) International Raceway.

“What's important is it gave me a baseline to
know where I am and what I have to do,” Nadeau
said of the session at Concord (N.C.) Motorsport
Park. “I learned a lot about myself and how far |
have come since the accident. I know ... it's going

to take time. I know I have a brain injury that |
have to let heal and I am not rushing it.”

While the crash certainly altered the course of
Nadeau’s racing career, the driver also said it
changed him in other ways, too.

“I want to tell everybody who has children to
spend more time with them,
play with them and be part of
their lives,” said Nadeau, who
this week will celebrate his 10-
month-old daughter Natalie
Kate's first Christmas with his
wife, Jada. ““You never know
when your day will come

“I have béen blessed to be
here. I don’t know how else to
say it. I had a very serious acci Nadeau
dent and was lucky to survive. This is going to be
a very special holiday for us. I am here to enjoy
these precious moments of life.”

When Nadeau raced Formula Opel series in
Europe, one of his teammates was Tony Renng,

the driver who died recently in a crash during test-

ing at Indianapolis Motor Speedway. Nadeau and
his father went to Florida to visit Renna’s parents

after the driver's death.

“Some people might say I had an unfortunate
year,” Nadeau said. "I look at it so much different-
ly. We had a healthy daughter come into our lives
and I survived a serious accident. I feel extremely
blessed.”

Sl takes measure of race fans

In its annual post-season NASCAR issue,
Sports Illustrated magazine includes results of a
survey of nearly 1,400 race fans conducted at vari+
ous tracks around the country. Some of the more
interesting results include:

M The fans’ three favorite tracks are Bristol,
with 22 percent; Daytona, with 19 percent; and
Lowe’s Motor Speedway, with 13 percent.

M More than half of the fans, 57 percent, attend
two to four races per year. And 48 percent of them
travel 200 miles or more to attend a race, with 25
percent traveling 500 miles or more.

B An amazipg 19 percent of fans said they had
spent $1,000 or more on NASCAR merchandise
in the past year, while 97 percent of the fans said
they'd bought at least one piece of merchandise in
the past year.
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OFFICE - 432-263-7331
FAX - 432-264-7205
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Phone hours for placing,
correcting or cancelling ads:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-4:30 pm
Please have your credit card

k ready if placing an Ad. )

\

TO

PLACE

AN AD BY
MAIL:

Include your name, address,
phone number,
M/C, Visa or Discover card
number, what you want the Ad
to say, start date &
number of days.
Classified Advertising
BIG SPRING MERALD
P.0. BOX 1431
k BIG SPRING, TX 79721 J
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TO
PLACE

AN AD BY
WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com
E-mail:

advertising@bigspringherald.com
24 Hrs. 7 Days on both. Please
include your name, address, day
phone number, evening phone num-
ber, credit card name, credit card
number, expiration date of credit
card, day to start ad, number of
days to run ad and what you want

in House Financing
8.’.Alli6. Siiics

A PEOV!N MONEY

MAKER!!!
6 Figure Potenfial from
home!
800-664-7680

HeLr WANTED

RN/LVN SIGN-ON
BONUS!
$750.00 for RN'S
& $500 for LVN's

BN's
12 Hour Shifts
w/ 3 day weekends
off every other weekend
Starting Salary

6:00 p.m. - 6:00a.m.)
(Part-Time Weekends
6:00 am. - 6:00 p.m.)

LVN's
2:00pm - 10pm shifts
Starting Salary
$16.00 an hour

CMA's
2:00 - 10:00 pm shift
Starting Salary
$10.00 an hour
Competitive Wages -
Health Insurance &
Benefits
Contact Human
Resources Dept.
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans
Home
1809 N. Hwy 87
Big Spnng. Texas

(432) 268-8387
or fax (432)268-1987
Equal Opportunity
Employer
|

Only Self motivated and
dependable need to
apply. Some
housework, cooking &
care for elderly lady.
lifting. Approx.

ys/wk. Able to
work extra hrs. if
needed. Smoking
envimoment.
References needed.
Call B8am-1pm.
264-0476.

LONG JOHN SILVERS
Day and Evening Shifts
Available. Must be
energetic. Apply in
erson, 2403 S. Gregg.
phone calls please..

X

Big Sprlng‘l

State Hosp

We offer top and
excellent benefits!

Make up to
$56,070(DOE) for
working
our evening or night shift
and every other
weekend'

Day shifts and extended
shifts are also available

LVN Needed!
Eam up to $30,716
(DOE) for working

Evening with opening
available

Big Spring State
Hospital has great
benefits such as
Paid Vacation and Sick
Leave, Holidays, Shift
Differential, Insurance,
Retirement, and
Educational Stipends
Flexible Hours. Housing
may be available for
extended shifts. Come
start a career!!!!!

Big Spring State
Hospital
1901 North
Highway 87
Big Spring, Texas

(432) 268-7256

I BE
DAILY Coastal
Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG &
petroleum products.
Coastal serves high
profile accounts & needs
dedicated professionals
to join our growing team
in Big Spring. Qualify
25 with class A & one
year driving experience.

Call il at

888-524-0287 _

STANTON NURSING
& REHAB

RN/LVN for all shifts.
Call or come by at 1100
W. Broadway, Stanton,
Tx. or phone
432-756-2841 ask for
Denise or Paula

training program will
prepare you for the
position. You should be
a sell-starter who is
outgoing, courteous and
able to assume
responsibility. Some
computer familiarity or
skills required. Primary
duties involve
processing loan
applications and making
loans. Starting pay is
$1,708 monthly, 401 (k)
plan, plus benefits. Call
432-267-1118 EOE

) startek

Customer Service Representatives

StarTek USA is hiring an additional 50
to 60 fulltime employees for work within
our state-of-the-art inbound call center.
We are currently sourcing for the
position Customer Service
Representatives to work with one of
the top wireless services in the nation.
Starting pay of $6.75 to $7.75 for

Apply at:

StarTek offers great benefits including
paid training. paid time off after 90
days, immediate childcare

i reimbursements, local business
discounts, medical/dental insurance,
paid holidays, and incredible
advancement opportunities.

Bi-Lingual (Spanish/English). If you
have a friendly speaking voice, general
computer knowledge, and type, you are

just who we're looking for!

StarTek USA Inc
501 Birdwell Lane, Suite 30
Big Spring, TX 79720
Or call (432) 264-2700
for more information

the ad to say.

Classifieds
Special
Holiday Special
10 Lines 7 Days

HALF PRICE
THAT'S ONLY

*30°°

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY

SPRING CITY
AUCTION
2611 W. Hwy 80
432-263-1831
Big Spring’s #1
Auaction Company
Always Accepting
Consignments
Join The Fun

B & M FENCE

All types of
Fences & Repairs.
Free Estimates..

Robert Marquez

NO REFUNDS

\

Saeedy
Construction

-24 Hour-
Residential &
Commercial

Ceramic Tiles,
Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing,

Electrical AC

Phone: 432-263-2911
Cell: 432-816-3832
Senior Discount

ircto:28.
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

Thursday Nights Owner
Scott Emerson 432-263-1613
TXS15051 *
APPLIANCE HOME
REPAIR IMPROVEMENT
A-2-7. ~
Service HOME REPAIR
Air Condition & Remodel, Carpenter,
Heating Service Painting, Plumbing,
washers & dryers Minor Electrica
ranges, refnigerators
dishwashers FREE ESTIMATES

Call
432-393-5217

for appointment
25 Years Exp

CARPET
CLEANING

e s ) Amazing Power
Carpet’
Cleaning
P FREE
\ Carpet Audit/
Estimate
Call:
Dmu"ls Bill &a Jackie
432-263-1488
Truck Mount Unit
FOR SUNDAY: NOON FRIDAY CLEANING
SUNDAY TOO LATES 4:30 FRI.
FOR MONDAY: 4 PM FRIDAY Wil G
MONDAY TOO LATES 8 AM-MON. Your
FOR TUESDAY-FRIDAY Home or
NOON THE DAY BEFORE Office.
TOO LATES For more
information
BY 8:00 AM THE DAY THE AD RUNS Call Sandy
’ or Jesse
'DADSTAKAFIE!MN) 263-2377

Garage door repair,
Appliances installed

DOORS/GARAGE
DOORS
Home Repair
Carpentry
Sheet Rock
repaired/replaced
Kitchen & Bath

BOB’S
CUSTOM
WOODWORK

267-5811
400 E. 3rd

432-816-3030
Remodelin
ATTENTION New home
<» THE BIG SPRING Construction
HERALD Room Additions
APPRECIATES Carports
YOUR BUSINESS Dry Wall Hanging
& Finishing
ettt | Paintin Interior
will rw you when - Xterior
placing m ad. After Wallpaper
your ad been Hanging
published the first dﬂ Ceramic Tile
we Installation &
RO |
All remodel needs
made v ey | " of any room in
UL T L Pl
. if your ]
s advriry o 263-8285
printed yu:. advance
g refunded and the
's lability
will be for only the Increase the
"m"""" for Power of your
e'v:. the right 1o Wind.
reserve
oditor rojectany ad for READ!
ostoursindacett | g HERALD
acceplance.

00 * 6-mo

www.bigspringherald.com

Dominos Pizza !rivors

needed. Hourly +
mileage + tips
Competition says better
commission, but you
can't make commission
doing dishes for the sit
down lobby. Go by 2111
S Greg? or call
432-267-4111

Typing and Computer
skills a must, good
phone manners. Must
answer phones and take
messages. Be at work
on Time. Send resume
to clo Bng Spring
O

Herald, Box
1431/221, Big Spring,
TX 79721

oL o]

)/

—h

il ;é,';;”

o)

By advertising your no-longer-used items in the
classifieds, you’'ll have extra cash to do
your own holiday shopping.

Holiday Special
10 Lines 7 Days
HALF PRICE
NOW ONLY *30*

PRIVATE PARTY ADS ONLY. NO REFUNDS
OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/03

The Big Spring
Herald

710 Scurry * 263-7331

> Holiday
Bonus

SELL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

ntrc: $42. er mo.

INTERNET W RENTALS SIDING
SERVICE

Local Unlimited HOMEOWNERS VENTURA FOUR
Internet Service No LOOK!! COMPANY SEASONS
Long Distance No ”}\")::’:\RI S 432-267-2655 Insulation &
800 Surcharge All TRUCKLOAD H ; Siding
services on TREES duplexs Big Spring’s
Internet Available ')]‘l'"'l“("'("":l‘l':"l""‘_“l'}' be:i 2,3 OLDEST
rahiDauesitar and Guarantee rooms. . i
Web Fages fof DECKER For rent / sale. LOCALLY OWNED
Pusiness & FARM SUPPLY 410 Dallas Insulation &
Personal Use & NURSERY 905 E. 15th Siding Company
\ 432-756-3444 710 E. 18th 432-264-8610
/ \ERESE. R -
268 8800 ROOFING TREE TRIMMING
(fax) 268-8801 DONT LET
We make it EASY SOMEONE
for YOU to get
e INTERNET . | | MAKE YOUR FULLMOON LUPE’S TREE
BIG SPRING'S DECISIONS ROOFING,INC. TRIMMING
PATH TO THE FOR YOU. Mare than 20
INFORMATION of experience,
wonar_ || OTE! o e
X FREE ESTIMATES and remevel.
LANDSCAPING CN&;{oney down‘ Call Lupe
L PLUMBING 432.267-5478 | | 432-268-9841
P
LANDSCAPING
Mowing F e Beald WEED CONTROI
Tree Trimming rank’'s Bac
Bty Mg Call Frank's ROOFING & HOME | - — g
yl"(-rtililing ks Plumbing, IMPROVEMENT SOUTHWESTERN
Heating & AC A-1 PEST
Call - CONTROL
432-263-1456 432-267-8578 'v?::‘mpcg.im
432-270-8461 Insured & Bonded Since 1954
LAWN CARE Frank Clark Home Phone# 263-6514
Master Pibg 9863 432-263-5430 “'WL.
MO TILLING, A/C TACLBOO0321E Celi¥ Max F. Moore
HA 432-?1}0363
TREE www.swalpc.com
CLEAN ST!

432-267-5460
LEAVE MESSAGE

JOHNNY

We Can Save
You Moneay By

Your
Business In Our

Professional
Service Directory!
Call

2"“3-7'1
s

D
E
C
2
6
2
0
0
3
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- Kwanzaa bcg
3905 Connally Cons | DLX OB C
" 2 bath, garage, AqQuarius
&A‘.’ b‘n&vqn’.a moon. It’s a
- nished,  hyoyant day
fenced yard. $450/mon.
$200/dep. Call tO sing,
432-267-1843 dance and
, 1 bath =2 extend
T Barm X, ype s “al - friendship
16th. Refrigirated air, o, BWEST"- ! to an array
OPENING stove & refrigerater of people
for clerk/cashier/cook. furnished. $225/mo — $50 MOVE-IN .
mat $100/dep. Call SPECIAL T h e Joyce Jillson
315 E. FM 700 432- o;;';;";“’;;’" Aquarius ——
“.g. bors BIE mﬁ wo oom —.
Convenience Store. :, ilding with 3 offices & Apartment home . moon and
Need truck drver 3 lots of & on fenced available. Venus have an eclectic
experience. Run y;ne 4 acre lot. . plus Sm?;,m $335.00 influence, opening 'our
states. Good driving dep. Westex Auto Parts, thons eyes to what we may have
iscorg. Call Gerald — Wnc 8:°3- 2853000 *FREE CABLE been afraid to see before.
s T R 2, & 3BDAM *On site Laundry Mercury is still retrograde
s S vy Hingt Faches so communication isn’t
Warehouse/Delivery CH/A. No Pets. No *Covered Picnic area
needed 1o move HUD . with BBQ Grills the easiest. '
furniture. Good driving 432-263-5818 or Playground for the Kids ARIES (March 21-April

*Central Air & Heat
SUNSET RIDGE APTS

record required. Must 213-0820
be 21. Paid vacation & 2BR, 1 bath. 1102

holidays. Apply in Lancaster. No pets. c -
person, Credit World Call 432-267-3841 or 2911 W. HWY 80 REAL ESTATE
1611 Gregg 270-7309 432-263-2292 FOR SALE

“it’s a trip to Australia, a

REAL ESTATE

FOR SALE

new car or a credit card
paid in full.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20). good to yourself!
Instead of spending down-
time working like a busy
,bee at home, make dates
' with yourself for special
treats — and then keep
them, An offer to attend a
social event is not to be
turned down!

GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Your creative juices
are flowing . freely. Good
fortune is a possible out-
come of every arrange-

NATIONAL

ADVERTISING

Carports,

Brindie). Companion & *Swimming Pool

JoBs WANTED 2BR, 1 bath. 1103
. RSN stanford. No pets. Call  Executive 3 Bedroom, 1 Fmo' SdoFBlny.nCOwhn;r
Certilied Nurses Aid 432.267-3841 or 1/2 bath. 2 car garage. 900 Scurry Prouided ® ““GOV'T POSTAL
will sit for Elderly. Good  270.7309 Great location. 5820/ 3/1 Apartment. CHA, L S JOBS*
References.  Call mo. Call 432-263-2382  Washer/dryer hookups. O W) DM, PUBLIC
432-264-2951 Appliances fumished 3 { b ANNOUNCEMENT
. 213-2681 SO USPS15LD
PETS Updated Kitchen & bath.
OC 1103 Sycamore UP TO $29.16 PER
AMERICAN LOVELY ? o *2]l Clean 1 br. furnished Call Kelly HOUR. FREE
STAFFORDSHIRE NEIGHBORHOOD : upstairs apartment. 432-425-9994. CALL/APPLICATION
TERRIER il BEAUTIFUL $240. Water paid. $100 INFORMATION. NOW
Champ. sired male, 8 GARDEN dep. 432-267-1333  Lake Thomas House HIRING 2003!
wks, shots & wormed Swimming Pool 1561. For Sale: 2 Story FEDERAL HIRE-FULL
Only 1 left (Blue w/alcony 2bdrm 112 BENEFITS, PAID

Nice 1 BR. furn. or bath. Call325-207-3372 TRAINING.

unfurn. Good location.
$225/mo. Call

Most Utilities

family protector. Call *Private Patios

New Construction

1-80-892-5549 EXT.95

ﬁ' “Call For

APARTMENTS Block of Marijo.
Move-In Spn'lals';

R00 W. Marcy Drive

1904 East 25th Street
267-5444

Sesssesssecssscssecscee

Payments till Feb. 2004.

4 /1, 3215 Auburn,

Bi i
Reasonably credt 41 1 S1p‘rtl'r‘\a . BENEFITS, PAID

432-393-5352 Paid, «Carports weekends and after 6:00 Open House. Sat.- Sun.
Senior Citizen *Appliances -268- ' 1-6 pm. or any time by .
: nce p.m. 432-268-1888 o | **U.S. POSTAL
Discounts *Most Utilities appt. 1308 Marijo. JOBS™
Found 2 male dog's ' Paid 432-520-9848. PUBLIC
around Lomax & Elbow I & 2 Bedrooms . P -
Call 432.398.5252 & *Senior Citizens REAL ESTATE Owner Finance ANNOUNCEMENT
i ? e Discount i Low Down Payment USPS15LD
to identify 1 or 2 Baths No Credit Check UP TO $29.16 PER
Unfuaished *1 & 2 Bedroom Rl idaloied 31,107 MillerB,  HOUR. _ FREE
Unfurnished $1,000 Total Move Coahoma CALUAPPLICATION
Barcelona KENTWOOD PARKHILL on eac‘r? ?:rr";mmg 3 2/, 1211 Lloyd, INFORMATION. NOW
i i ]
Apartments APARTMENTS TERRACE New homes on 1300 Big Spring HIRING 2003!

FEDERAL HIRE-FULL
TRAINING

. . - 263.5555  263-5000 required, Down i i
I BadEs Pard @ we, payment assistance and Bcgalngglrr? 1-80-892-5144 EXT.94
1 et § e L lowered interest rates to (432)631-5468

Qualified Buyer. No (432)570-8178 ® $$$ UP TO $529

WEEKLY! Mailin
Call now 432-520-9848 GARAGE SALES | g
o Aoty Sy LES etters from home

Easy! Any Hours'

Bedroom, arage, 2210 Main

HILLSIDE PROPERTIES

bath, well insulated, new

“"Swimmming Pool - Basketball & Volleyball Courts

i sq. ft, downtown office CP!'ONS
building. Would be ideal
for Doctor's Office. Call

432-267-3126

2501 Fairchild =Y Phone 263-3461

263-3519

Big Spring and
Howard County
agree...
the Big Spring Herald
is a MUST READ
before they spend
their money.

Advertising in the Big Spring Herald is a sign that lets our readers and your
best customers know that you are serious about doing business and
serving their needs at home...in their community. .

The Big Spring Herald is where your customers shop, make selections,
compare prices and save money by shopping their Herald at home first.

For More Calls. More Customers. More Profits.

It Pays to Advertise in the Big Spring Herald Every Day.

+SSHERALD

2908 Cherokee. 2 J PJ's Inside Sale, Full/Part-time No

Fri & Sat.  experience necessary.

fenced yard. $12,000. '0-4 %).asalgngest
No Owner Finance MISCELLANEOUS = -389-1790 24
-267-6667 i [OUurS
Homes With Alarm Systems e 727566;0.” L
Cheaper than a 2 - 80 MByte Hard  PUBLIC NOTICE
2 D s, 1 GB f CE 5
2-3-4-5, Even 6 Bedrooms Available storage building!  Dives: 1.0 RV of N0l O TG e
Cash Frice $4, 400MHz. NVidia Video 22, EXAS FROPERTY
or $500 down, Card WHZB MEVIe b | Cre i SeLr
. $94./mo. for 84 mos. LOCATE ’ T
Rent - Rent-to-Own or Buy With Owner Financing Coll 512-826.2583,  Memory, DVD & CD LOCATED AT 3314 ¢

Writer and Reader - A(c1ioN OF PROPERTY
For Sale: 2 Bdrm 1 HP), DVD & CD B8emG x()ul*{) SATISFY A
eéader (Plextor). LCD LANDLORD STIEN

SALE WILL BE AT 1100

roof /water heater. Call 17" monitor, 250 Watt 5 ock AM ON
for appointment 5.1 Dolby 5 speaker set, SATURDAY DECEMBER
432-267-3564 modem, 10/100 ethemet  27TH AT A-AMERICAN SELF
- STORAGE
24 Hour Emergency Maintenance e I I T R —

MS 10 HIGHEST BIDDER FOR

Keyboard/MS Optical CASH SELLER RESERVES

RIGHT TO NOT ACCEPT

mouse. Window Prof ,\% 80 ans 10
XP instailed. $1.500. WITHDRAW PROPERTY

FROM SALE PROPERTY
TOEACH SPACE MAY BE
SOLD ITEM-BY-ITEM. IN
BATCHES OR BY THE
PACE ALL SALES ARE
SUBJECT TO TEXAS STATE
SALES TAX SALE IS ON
THE CONTENTS OF
TENANT Raobert Angerson
CONSISTING OF Misc
Household tems. 35 hg
Evinruoe outboard motor
TENANT Ter2sa Calderon
CONSISTING OF TV misc
nems
TENANT Ma di Robey
CONSISTING OF Table
misc items
THIS DATE DECEMBER 11
2003
#4064 December 19 & 26th
2003

PUBLIC NOTICE

Invitation to Bid
The Sands Consoldated
Independent School Distnct will
receive buds for an nsulaled
metal bukding The bid should
nclude cost 1o pour a
foundaton and buid a 40'x50'x9
nsulated metal buikding It
should also nclude 1 single
standard metal door and 1 set
of standard double metal doors
All bids must be n by January
9. 2003 AN buds should be
addressed (o the
Superintendent of Schools at
P‘SQBOI 218, Ackerly, TX
79713
The Sands CISD reserves the
nght 1o accept or reyect any and
all bids and 1o waive any all all
formakhes or 1o accept any part
of thus bid deemed 1o be most
advantageous 1o the disinct
#4073 December 26, 2003

P
ATTENTION COX

Beginning on February 1, 2004,
the following new one-time
service charges will be n effect
(these changes will nol affect
your current monthly cable bell)
for Big Spring residential
customers Pre-wired home
nihal nstallaton ( anal or
digital) will change from $45 00
10 $31 00. Unwwed home mitial
nslallation will change from
$45 00 1o $49 99 Additional
outlet (2 or more) nstallation
(analog or diginal) will cha
from $1495 to $189
Additional outle! nstatlation
(analog or dignal) and/or
activation requinng an addtional
truck roll. will chan from
$24 95 to $28 99 All prices
quoted do not include franchise
fees and/or siles tax. Inquines
concerning these changes or
any other cable-related issue
can be nrade at Cox
Communications, 2006 Birdwell
Ln. Big Spring, TX 79720 or by
calng 267-3821

#4071 December 26, 28 8 29,
2000

ATTENTION COX
COMMUNICATIONS
SUBSCRIBERS

g on Febtuary 1, 2004,
the following monthly service
rate‘charges will be in effect for
Big Spring residentjal
customers Limited Basic will

mr?e from $16.00 to $17.15
and Expanded Basic will change

from $23905 1o $24.84
Converter rental charges
(analog and cigital) will

from $370 to $399 In
addion, the Channel Guide
Magazine monthly purchase
amount will change from $1.09
1o $2 50 All prces quoted do
not include franchise flees
and/or sales tax. Inquiries
conceming these or
any other cabb-vmoda‘."':.lw
can be made st Cox
Communications, 2008

Ln, Big ﬁ" TX 79720 or by

267-
1407; Deceniber 26, 28 & 29,
2008

you'd like to go with this,
or suddenly, you're walk-
ing down the aisle.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22).
Once again, your high pro-
file makes it impossible
for people not to take
notice of your every move.
Much is expected of you
but nothing that you are
incapable of. Drop co-
dependent tendencies,
especially those involving
finance.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You're appointed to a new.
post, so to speak. Review
standards for running a
successful operation,
whether it's a family, a
homestead or a business.
Opportunities come later
because you put the word
out now.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
A control issue continues
to try your patience, but
leave the children out of it.
Start the communication
with a partner, and soon,
you’ll have useful agree-
ments. Don’t expect your
first go-around to yield
results!

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). You may feel you're

Embrace your newbie sta-
tus.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Deé¢. 21). To avoid that
overwhelmed feeling
you've been getting lately,
focus on day-to-day assign-
ments rather than long-
term goals. Profits come
through creative projects
or well-researched invest-
ments.

CAPRICORN. (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). You are meant to
lead, even if you're only
leading yourself. It’s your
initiative that motivates
others to be productive in
their ' own lives, Gather
your strength for the last
remaining hurdle to a mid-
point goal.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Be cbjective about
what you believe, but still
believe it! In other words,
there are people around
you who can add to your
body of knowledge and
teach you to be more than
you are today — if you're
open to growing.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). You're 12 steps ahead
of the rest, which has
plusses and minuses.
Finances thrive because
you think ahead, but rela-
tionships require that
you're more in the
moment. Don’t think about
problems that haven’t
been created yet.

Annie’s Mailbox ©

Dear Annie: Our 24-year-
old son, “Rod,” has been
jobless for nearly a year
and now lives at home.
His mother and I have
tried everything to get
him off the couch and find
a job, to no avail.

At a recent free depres-
sion screening (thanks for
recommending it), Rod
was diagnosed with “mod-
erate depression,”
although he generally
seems to be fairly cheer-
ful. He sleeps most of the
day, and at night stays up
playing computer games
or goes out with friends.

Rod dropped out of col-
lege after his freshman
year, saying he’d rather
kill himself than go back
to school. Later, he took
one computer-graphics
course at a community
college and survived. He
doesn’t contribute to room
and board, but he will do
odd jobs to help out
around the house and yard
when asked.

Rod has a counseling
appointment next week,
which is good, but when
he’s gone for counseling in
the past, he’s never
returned for a second ses-,
sion. As an adult, he can't
be forced to do anything
against his will. And his
will to do anything seems
virtually nonexistent.

If I kick Rod out of the
house, I fear he won’t be
able to cope and will end
up on the street. But I'm
getting increasingly fed up
with his do-nothing
approach to life. What can
you suggest? —
Bumfuzzled in Nashville,
Tenn.

Dear Nashville: The
inability to “get off the
couch” is often a sign of
depression. It might help
to tie in Rod’s room and
board with counseling ses-
sions. Let him know he
can stay if he continues to
see a counselor. Also, help
him find some part-time
work, and insist he earn a
few dollars and be produc-
tive. Sometimes motiva-
tion comes quicker if it is
preceded by a swift kick.

Dear Annie: I was asked
to be a bridesmaid in a
cousin's wedding. Now,
with less than a month to
go before the wedding, I
am considering backing
out. The bride chose a
bridesmaid’s dress that
cost $200. I didn't think
that was so bad, but she
also chose shoes that were
$125. Then she selected a
necklace and earring ses
that cost $85. For the
shower, the bride chose an
expensive restalrant, and

ANNIE’S MAILBOX

my share of the bill was
over $100, and that didn't
include decorations or a
gift.

This seems like a lot to
spend for the “privilege”
of being a bridesmaid, but
there's more. The bride
recently informed us that
she expects her brides-
maids to act as waitresses
at the reception because
the couple cannot afford to
pay a wait staff.

Isn’t this way beyond the
duties of a bridesmaid?
The other bridesmaids are
offended as well, but we
don’'t know what to do.
Please help. — Bride's
Slave

Dear Slave: Some brides
go off the deep end. The
costly dress and shoes are
expected. The jewelry,
while a bit much, is OK.
Telling you where to host
her shower is improper.
Asking you to be a wait-
ress is so far over the top
that we are speechless at
her gall. (Well, almost.)
Next she’ll tell you to bake
the cake.

Once the ceremony is
over, your only obligation
is to have a good time. The
bridesmaids should get
their backbones together
NOW and tell the bride,
“Sorry, but we didn’t sign
up to be waitresses.” If she
insists, feel free to bow
out.

Dear Annie: You recent-
ly printed a letter from a
woman who was being
stalked. You suggested she
get an answering machine
and keep the tapes. Newer
answering machines are
all digital with non-remov-
able memory. She might
have to resort to turning
up the volume and placing
a tape recorder next to it.
— F.W,

Dear F.W.: We should
have known this, since we
have such a machine. The

woman should see if the’

tape recorder set-up
works. Thanks for the
heads up.
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By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Dec. 26,
the 360th day of 2003. There
are five days left in the
year. This is the first day of

the weeklong African-
American holiday
Kwanzaa. This is Boxing
Day.

Today’s Highlight in
History:

On Dec. 26, 1776, the

British suffered a major
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HAIRLINE CRACK ThlS Date over operation of the Richard Widmark is 89.
" nation’s railroads. Comedian Alan King is 76.
REMARK In 1941, Winston Actor Donald Moffat is 73.
P HAIRPIECE In HlStory Churchill became the first Rhythm and blues singer

British prime minister to
address a joint meeting of
the U.S. Congress.

In 1944, in the World War

II Battle of the .Bulge, the
embattled U.S. 101st
Airborne Division was

relieved by units of the 4th
Armored Division.

In 1944, Tennessee
Williams’ play “The Glass
Menagerie” was first per-
formed publicly, at the
Civic Theatre in Chicago.

In 1972, the 33rd president
of the United States, Harry
S. Truman, died in Kansas

Abdul “Duke” Fakir (The
Four Tops) is 68. Record
producer Phil Spector is 63.
“America's Most Wanted”
host John Walsh is 58.
Baseball Hall of Fame
catcher Carlton Fisk is 56.
Former baseball player
Chris Chambliss is 55. Rock
musician James Kottak
(The Scorpions) is 41.
Country musician Brian
Westrum (Sons of the
Desert) is 41. Rock musi-
cian Lars Ulrich (Metallica)
is 40. Rock musician J is 36.
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IN THE NEWS

Death toll may hit 10,000 in Iran

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A severe earth-
quake devastated the historic city of
Bam in southeast Iran on Friday, and a
preliminary estimate said the death toll
could reach 10,000.

Hasan Khoshrou, a legislator for
Kerman province where the quake
occurred, said there was still no precise
number of dead from the magnitude 6.7
quake, but officials working in Bam had
given him that figure. ’

“The quake hit the city when most of
the people were in bed, raising fears
that the death toll may go higher,” he
said.

Officials surveying the city of 80,000
people from helicopter said about 60 per-
cent of the city’s houses were destroyed,
Khoshrou said. Water, power and phone
lines were cut. The earthquake struck at
about 5:30 a.m.

The U.S. Geological Survey reported
the quake’s magnitude was 6.7, capable
of causing severe damage. It reported an
aftershock of magnitude 5.4 about two
hours later.

Authorities. in Bam, 630 miles south-
east of the capital Tehran, put out a call
for blood donations.

“Many people have died,” Kerman
province Gov. Mohammad Ali Karimi
told state media. “Many people are
buried under the rubble.”

Relief teams set up their headquarters
in a public square in Bam because their
offices in the governor’s building had
been ruined, Karimi told state radio.

Jetliner crashes during takeoff

COTONOU, Benin (AP) — A jetliner
clipped a building during takeoff and
crashed into the sea off the West
African nation of Benin on Thursday,
killing dozens of Lebanese workers on
their way home for the holidays.

A witness said 90 passengers were
dead, while a doctor said 57 had been
taken to a hospital morgue and more
bodies were being retrieved from the
water.

The chartered Boeing 727 bound for
Beirut had just lifted off from the sea-
side airport in Cotonou, Benin’s com-
mercial capital, said Jerome Dandjinou,
a senior airport security official.

“The back of the plane hit a building
at the end of the runway. There was a
fire and an explosion was heard,”
Dandjinou told The Associated Press.
“The plane exploded and the debris fell
into the water.”

Airport officials in Beirut said the
plane’ was chartered from United
Transit Airlines; but officials in Guinea,
where the plan began its trip, identified
the company as Union des Transports
Africain. Air France said the company
was unrelated to the former French air-
line UTA, which was absorbed by Air
France a decade ago.

It was unclear how many people were
on the plane. Benin's transport minis-
ter, Ahmed Akobi, said there were 156
passengers and an unknown number of
crew, while an official with UTA said
253 people were on board. g

Poison gas creates ‘death zone’

CHONGRQING, China (AP) — Clouds of
poison gas from a burst well left a
“death zone” of villages strewn with
bodies in China’s southwest, with at
least 191 people killed and 41,000 forced
to flee, news reports said Friday.

Gas spewed from the well in the
Chongqing region as technicians pre-
pared an emergency effort to seal it with
cement. They were supposed to make
the attempt Friday but put it off until
Saturday to let rescue officials focus on
rushing food and water to the evacuees.

More than 290 people were hospital-
ized, many of them children, the official
Xinhua News Agency said. Newspaper
photos showed children with red faces
and their eyes inflamed from chemical
burns

The gas well burst Tuesday in the
remote mountain town of Gaoqiao,
releasing a cloud of natural gas and
hydrogen sulfide, according to state
media. Xinhua said the disaster
occurred when a drilling accident broke
open a gas well.

“The poisonous gas hovering in the
air made an area of 25 square kilome-

ters (10 square miles) a death zone, as
many villagers were intoxicated by the

fumes in their sleep,” the China Daily:

newspaper said. Hardest-hit was the vil-
lage of Xiaoyang, adjacent to the gas
field. , :

Search continues in California

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. (AP) —
Rescue crews slogged past fallen trees
and boulders in an overnight search for
at least ten people trapped when a mud-
slide| triggered by heavy rains swept
over a foothill forest recently scorched
by wildfire. i

Traveling by foot becauséla road
bridge was washed out, one team
climbed up the steep terrain Friday and
another descended it in an effort to
reach the Saint Sophia Camp in
Waterman Canyon, just north of San
Bernardino.

Fourteen other people staying at the
Greek Orthodox youth camp had been
rescued by late Thursday, and ten vic-
tims covered in mud were treated at a
hospital for minor injuries, authorities
said.

Streets and homes flooded in San
Bernardino and elsewhere, while power
outages and other mudslides were also
reported after a storm dumped more
than 3 1/2 inches of rain on some of the
areas hit hardest by a series of massive
Southern California wildfires that start-
ed two months ago.

Wildfires make the region’s moun-
tains much more prone to mudslides
because they burn off vegetation that
normally would help shore up steep ter-
rain.

Fiery crash kills man, two children

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, Fla. (AP) —
A man drove his car into his in-laws’
house in a fiery Christmas Day crash,
killing himself and his two children
minutes before he was supposed to turn
them over to his estranged wife, accord-
ing to media reports.

Shahab Behzadpour, his 3-year-old
son, Sammi, and 6-year-old daughter,
Nikki, died in the crash in Altamonte
Springs, a northern Orlando suburb.

Behzadpour, 46, and his wife, Hope
Custodio, were undergoing a bitter
divorce. Court records show she had
accused him of abuse, and on Friday she
won a restraining order for him to stay
away from her, the Orlando Sentinel
reported.

But the couple had shared custody of
the children and he was supposed to let
them spend Christmas afternoon with
his wife, relatives and neighbors told
WKMG-TV of Orlando.

Behzadpour’s Ford Crown Victoria hit
a pillar at the front of Custodio’s par-
ents’ house, in the gated community of
Brantley Estates, and exploded into a
fireball.

Custodio’s brother Alex Custodio told
WFTV-TV of Orlando that he believed
his brother-in-law intentionally rammed
the house, and that Behzadpour had
threatened to harm himself and the
children in the past.

Officials seek source of infection

WASHINGTON (AP) Authorities
are looking for the source of infection
for the first case of mad cow disease in
the United States now that a British lab-
oratory has provided initial indepen-
dent confirmation of the disease.

Scientists at the Veterinary
Laboratories Agency in Weybridge,
England, told the Agriculture
Department on Thursday that they
agree with the reading of U.S. tests on
the stricken Holstein cow.

Those tests led U.S. officials to prelim-
inarily conclude that the animal had the
brain-wasting disease.

“We are considering this confirma-
tion,” said USDA spokeswoman Alisa
Harrison, adding that the English lab
still would conduct its own test using
another sample from the cow’s brain.

Federal officials were trying to find
the herd the cow was raised with, since
the cow likely was sickened several
years ago. The disease is spread by eat-
ing feed that includes parts from an
infected cow. The incubation period in
cattle is four to five years; said Dr.
Stephen Sundlof of the Food and Drug
Administration.

Security enhanced
WASHINGTON (AP)
Homeland Security offi-
cials have enhanced their
ability to monitor the air
for biological warfare
agents in 30 cities, one of
several ways the govern-
ment is preparing for pos-

sible terrorist strikes.
The alert also has acti-
vated special disaster
response teams, while
officials have been con-
ferring with foreign gov-
ernments to prevent ter-
rorists from boarding
international flights.

FREE PREGNANCY TESTING

Available Daily from 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

LABOR & DELIVERY DEPARTMENT (2nd Floor)
Scenic Mountain Medical Center

Our dedicated and customer friendly staff can confirm your
pregnancy while you wait. They can also provide you with
information regarding Prenatal Care, Childbirth Education,
Understanding Labor and Delivery and even make your first
appointment with a competent, local OB/GYN physician.

SCENIC MOUNTAIN

MEDICAL CENTER
Special Delivery and Women's Service

No Appointment Necessary

1601 West 11th
Tel: (432) 268-4550
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