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Herald holidays

The Herald office will
be closed at noon on
Christmas Eve and will
open again at 7:30 a.m.
Friday. There will be
no Christmas Day
paper. Subscribers
who do not receive
their Christmas Eve
paper should call the
Herald that evening
between 4 p.m. and 6
p.m.

R

Blood drive

With the holidays in
full swing, United
Blood Services more
than ever is in need of
people willing to give
the gift of life.

A blood drive has
been set for 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m., Monday at
Woodforest National
Bank in Wal-Mart, 201
W. Marcy.

Donors must be..at
least 17 years of age,
weighs at least 110
pounds, in good health
and have not donated
blood within the last
eight weeks. All donors
must present some
type of identification
such as a driver’s
license, school or work
[.D., Social Security
card or a passport.

For more informa-
tion, contact United
Blood Services at (432)
561-5539.

Senior tours

An RSVP meeting
will be held at 2 p.m.
Jan. 8 to plan upcom-
ing vacation tours.
The meeting will be
held in the Dora
Roberts Community
Center.

The Retired Senior
Volunteer  Program
offers tours through-
out the year. The 2004
schedule includes new
destinations as well as
some of the old
favorites,

For more informa-
tion, contact the RSVP
office at 264-2397 or
Bilbrey Tours at 1-888-
692-1308.
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Find us online at:
www.bigspringherald.com

To reach us, please call
263-7331. Office hours
are 7:30 am. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
If you miss your paper,
please call 263-7335
before 7 p.m. on week-
days and 11 am. on
Sunday.
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boxes for speclal election

WhonVotorsgotothepollsfortheJin.m
special election, it may not be the polling
place they're accustomed to.

Howard County commissioners voted unan-
imously to consolidate polling places for the
election, which will decide the fate of the
Texas Senate’s soon-to-be-vacated District 31
seat. Commissioner Jerry Kilgore said the
turnout in these types of special elections is
fairly low traditionally, and consolidating
polling places will help reduce the cost to the

county.

“On these elections it’s usually a small

turnout,” said Kilgore. “The fewer polling
places we have, the less expense we have. Of
course expense isn't as important as accessi-
bility to the voters, but:since we think there
will be less turniout, we think this consolida-

tion will be adequate.”

County Clerk Donna Wright said cost nor-
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Elytt-month-old Skyler Belcher gives Santa Claus an ear-full at the Big Spring Mall. Pictured with the merry

Girl Scouts get in
the Christmas spirit

By LYNDEL MOODY

Staff Writer

Instead of receiving
gifts this holiday sea-
son, members of Girl
Scout Unit 35 decided to
sacrifice their annual
tradition and give back
to the community.

“The girls decided
they didn’t want to
exchange gifts this
year,” said
Spokesperson.  Brandi

HERALD Staff Report

Pollock.

“Instead, at our annu-
al Christmas dinner
which was held on Dec.
8, each family brought
an unwrapped gift.”

Now those gifts are
going to help several
area children who
might otherwise
receive Christmas pre-
sents without commu-
nity toy drives have a
merry Christmas.

The Girl Scouts donat-
ed close to 200

unwrapped gifts to the -f

Herald’s Toy Drive,
which ended on
Wednesday.

All the toys deonated
in the drive wereé given

mally plays a large role when determining
polling places, and this special election is no
different.

'~ *Cost is the most prominent reason for the
consolidation,” said Wright. “Of course the
voter turnout on special elections is general-
ly low as well, so to be cost effective you need
to combine polling places.

“In the last special election, which was the
one with Congressman Neugebauer running,
1,749 people cast their ballots. That's out of
Just over 19,000 registered voters.”

Wright said she expects the consolidation

See POLLS, Page 3A

HoLipays.

County, city offices
plan to close their
doors for Christmas

By THOMAS JENKINS

Staff Writer

As area citizens race to finish their
Christmas shopping before Santa’s
Thursday morning deadline, many
area businesses and agencies are get-
ting ready to take some time off to
enjoy the season.

The city of Big Spring will close all
offices, including the municipal
landfill and compost facility, on
Thursday and Friday in observance
of the Christmas holiday. There will
be no sanitation pick-up on these
days.

Unfortunately the holiday doesn’t -
extend to emergency services,
including the Big Spring Police
Department, fire department, emer-
gency medical services and Howard
County Sheriff’'s Office, which all
report the spegial day will be “busi-
ness as usual” for them. The police
department’s main office will be
open from 8 a.m. until 5§ p.m. on
Wednesday and close Thursday and
Friday.

County employees will get time to
spend with: their friends and family
as well, as the Howard County
Clerk’s Office and County Attorney’s
Office both plan to close Thursday
and Friday. Both offices will also
close at noon on Wednesday. Other
county offices are expected to do the
same.

For those planning to take their
Christmas shopping down to the last
second, the Wal-Mart Supercenter
will close for the holiday at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, and remain closed until
6 a.m. on Friday. HEB will also share
in the holiday spirit, as it prepares to
open from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. on
Christmas Eve, and reopen at 6
Friday morning.

Area banks will also be observing
the holiday. American State Bank,
Big Spring Banking Center, First
Bank of West Texas, State National
Bank, Western National Bank and
Wells Fargo will all close Wednesday
at noon and reopen Friday at 9 a.m.

See CLOSING, Page 3A
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Clarence E. Williams *  ~ *
Clarence E. Williams, 62, of Forsan, died on Sunday,

' Dec. 21, 2008, at his residence. Funeral services will be

held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2003, at the Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood Chapel with the Rev. Jeff

Janca , pastor of Forsan Baptist Church, officiating.

Interment will follow at Trinity Memorial Park.

Mr. Williams was born on Nov. 11, 1941, in
Beckville, and married Judith Bondy on July 18, 1974,
in El Paso. She preceded him in death on Feb. 21, 2001.
He then married Ronda Campbell on- Nov. 23, 2
Clarence had lived in the community since 1956.
served in the United States Army. He worked as a

truck driver for Unichem. He had served on the

Forsan City Council for 12 years and as the chief for
the Forsan Volunteer Fire Department for many
years. He was a lgpving husband, father and PeePaw.
His survivors include his wife, Ronda Williams of
Forsan; three sons and daughters-in-law, Joe and
Teresa Williams of Del Rio, Chad and Angie Williams
of Big Spring, and Robert and Jennifer Williams of Big

jring Police Donrtmont reported the fol-
lowing g“' ly from 8 a.m. Monday until 8 am.

+ ROBERT BUCK, 34, of 111 Shifflett Drive, was
arrested Monday on a capias warrant and three local

warrants,
. BOLT, 43, of 1403 Nolan, was arrested
Monday on a capias warrant.

« TERRY PARTLOW, 35, of 1501 Lexington, was
arrested Monday on charges of driving while intoxi-
cated-third or more offense, possession of drug para-
phernalia and no seat belt.

"« MARK ROMINE, 30, of/1908 E. Highway 350, was
arrested Monday on a charge of public intoxication.

« DETRICK HOUSTON, 36, of 2601 Hunter, was
arrested Monday on & ¢harge of driving while license
suspended. |

« THEFT OF SERVICES was reported in the 1700
block of Third Street. !

« THEFT was reported:

- in the 1800 block of Gregg Street.

« POSSESSION/DELIVERY OF DRUG PARA-

- - Spring; three stepchildren, Marcus, Kynnie, and PHERNALIA was reported:
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 Christopher; one granddaughter, Hannah; and three Ei

D
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Katyanna Campbell all of Forsan; two brothers, Willie
Williams of Big Spring, and James Williams of
Odessa; four grandsons, Trevor, Caden, Brandon, and

great-grandchildren.
The family suggests memorials to the G.I.F.T. Fund

" at Allison Cancer Center, 301 North N, Midland, 79701.

Funeral arrangements under the direction of
Nalley-Pickle & Welch Funeral Home & Crematory of
Big Spring. Online condolences can be made at

. www.npwelch.com.
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Paid obituary

9

“Bud” Hammonds

Graveside services for Leroy “Bud” Hammonds, 75,
of Andrews was held at 2 p.m. Monday, Dec. 22, 2003
in the Andrews North Cemetery with the Rev. Jimmy
Braswell, Home Hospice chaplain, officiating.

Mr. Hammonds died Saturday, Dec. 20, 2003, at the
Home Hospice House in Odessa.

He was born Dec. 5, 1928, in Prague, Okla. He mar-

. ried Clora Dill on Aug. 11, 1962, in Boswell, Okla. They

previously lived in Andrews and Arkansas, and
moved back to Andrews in 1976. While in Andrews, he
worked for Carl S. Ham Well Service, and then
Harvey's Well Service for 23 years. He was preceded in
death by his daughter Carla Hammonds in 1963. He
attended the Assembly of God church.

He is survived by his wife Clora Hammonds of
Andrews; two sons, Wayne Hammonds of Andrews
and Carl Hammonds of Granite, Okla.; three daugh-
ters, Rhonda Lopez of Big Spring, Dana Ohta of Gait,

. Calif., and Tammy Ashabranner of Andrews, one sis-

ter, Anna Beatty of Bokchitg, Okla., 10 grandchildren;
and three great grandchildren.

Memorials may be sent to Home Hospice House, 903
North-Sam Houston;QOdessa, 79761. Services.
the:direction of MtNétt Funeral Home of Andrefvs.

P chmels

Alfredo S. Ramirez

Alfredo S. Ramirez, 79, of Lamesa died Sunday, Dec.
21, 2003, at Sage Health Care Center. Funeral services
will were held Tuesday at St. Margaret Mary Catholic
Church with the Rev. Father Rudy Crasta officiating.

- Interment will be in the Lamesa Memorial Park.

A Rosary service will be held at 7 p.m. Sunday, Deg.

» 28 and Monday, Dec. 29 in the Gonzales Funeral Home

chapel.
Mr. Ramirez was born Nov. 9, 1924, in Seguin. He
married Maria Delores Torres June 22, 1946, in

v¢' Lamesa. He worked most of his life as a farmer for
> John Middleton Farms. He moved to Odessa in 1978
- and worked in construction with B & B Construction

Company. After retiring in 1995 he returned to Lamesa
and lived there until his death.

Mr. Ramirez’s survivors are his wife, Maria Delores
Ramirez of Big Spring; two daughters, Olivia Gonzales
of Lamesa and Janie Deleon of Big Spring; one son,
Rudy Ramirez of Odessa; 10 grandchildren and 21
great-grandchildren; and many nephews and nieces.

Take note

Q THE MOBILE MEALS PROGRAM, which
delivers to the elderly and homebound, needs volun-
teers to deliver meals.

If you can spare one hour per week to deliver eight
or 10 meals, you are neéeded.

About 85 to 90 meals are prepared, packaged and
delivered to recipients within the city limits of Big
Spring.

If you can volunteer, please call 263-4016 before 3 p.m.

Q BIG SPRING AND SURROUNDING counties are -

in critical need of foster families.
Foster parents are the caretakers for the children in
the community who have been abused or neglected.
For more information on becoming foster parents or
adoptive families, call the Children’s Protective "
Services office at 263-9669.

Q SPRING TABERNACLE CHURCH, 1209 Wright,
has free food for the area needy.

Distribution is scheduled from 10 a.m. to noon
every Thursday. -

- in the 400 block of Fourth Street.

- in the 1000 block of Main Street.

* RUNAWAY was reported in the 1000 block of
th Street.

| Sheriff’s report

The Howard County Sheriff's Department reported
the following recent activity:

* JAMES D. HEADRICK, 31, was arrested Friday
by the HCSO on a charge of bailsman off of bond for
driving while intoxicated.

« JEFFREY CLARK FORSHEE, 45, was transferred
to the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of

“driving while intoxicated-second offense.

« RICHARD LEE BEATTY, 19, was transferred to
the county jail Friday by the BSPD on a charge of
assault/family violence.

* RUTHIE MARIE MURPHREE, 34, was arrested
Friday by the HCSO on a motion to revoke probation
for theft and two counts of forgery of a financial
instrument.

+ JAMIE JONES CHAPPELL, 26, was arrested
Saturday by the HCSO on a charge of assault/family
violence.

* BUCK B. CHAPPELL, 30, was arrested Saturday
by the HCSO on charges of assault/family violence and
interfering with an emergency call.

+ JAMES SIDNEY HENDERSON, 37, was arrested
Saturday by DPS on charges of failure to appear and
no liability insurance.

« BETTY NEWBERRY, 36, was transferred to the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of pos-

ion of marijuana-two ounces or less.

eI ALBERT SELF, 35, was transferred‘to the rotinty
»noJail Saturday. by the BSPD on a charge of resisting
arrest.

*« PATRICIA CADENA RODRIGUEZ, 29, was
arrested Sunday by the HCSO on a charge of
assault/family violence.

« BRYAN SCOTT RODRIGUEZ, 33, was arrested
Sunday by the HCSO on charges of unlawfully carry-
ing a weapon, evading arrest or detention, resisting
arrest and assault/family violence.

« SHELBY J. PARKER, 24, was transferred to the
county jail Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of felony
possession of a controlled substance.

RICKY MARTIN PITTS, 25, was arrested
Saturday by the BSPD on a charge of issuance of a bad
check.

« JIMMY DEE KILMAN, 54, was transferred to the
county jail on Monday by the BSPD on charges of dri-
ving while intoxicated and driving while license sus-
pended.

« RICHARD MARX DELACRUZ, 38, was trans-
ferred to the county jail on Monday by the BSPD on a
parole violation.

* TERRI JO HOBBS, 40, was. transferred to the
county jail on Monday by the BSPD on a charge of dri-
ving while intoxicated.

« KATHERINE DELORES SCAGGS, was trans-
ferred to the county jail on Monday by the BSPD on a
parole violation and charges of possession of marijua-
na-two ounces or less and failure to identify as a fugi-
tive from justice.

* MERCY NICOLE ROBLES, 20, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of issuance of a bad
check.

* BRIAN COLIN KESLER, 23, was arrested Monday
by the HCSO on a charge of harboring a runaway
child.

* PATRICK TERRALL KESLER, 25, was arrested
Monday by the HCSO on a charge of harboring a run-
away child.

«CADEN JAMES HALL, 17, was arrested Monday
by DPS on charges of driving under the influence of
alcohol by a minor and faflure to notify/report.

« THEFT was reported near Bow Hunter. HCSO was
notified of theft of oil rig equipment. Deputy was dis-
patched, report to follow.

* VEHICLE FIRE/COTTON STRIPPER was report-
ed near Highway 350 in Vincent. Deputy responded
along with the fire department.
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Intermediate line dance classes meet at 9 a.m. in'
the Senior Citizens Center. Call 267-1628 for more
information.

Chrlstmas’ Eve

Line dancing meets at 1 p.m. in the Senior Citizen's

Center in Industrial Park. Call 267-6966 or 267-1628
for more information.

Duplicate Bridge Club meets Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday at 1 p.m. at Big Spring Country Club.

The Optimist Club meets at 7 a.m. in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

Downtown Lions Club meets at noon in the Howard
College Cactus Room.

Senior Circle meets at 10 a.m. at Scenic Mountain
Medical Center classroom for stretch and tone.

Christmas
Merry Christmas
Friday

Spring City Senior Citizens country and western
dance is held from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. All area senior
citizens are invited.

AMBUCS meet at noon at La Posada.

Greater Big Spring Rotary meets at noon in
Howard College Cactus Room.

Signal Mt, Quilting Guild will not meet the last
Friday of December.

Saturday

Dance begins at 8:30 p.m. at Eagles Lodge, 704 West
Third. Members and guests welcome.

Potion House, 200 Greg, a restored historical home
is open from 1 to 5 p.m. A one-time admission fee of
$2 for adults and $1 for children and senior citizens
is encouraged.

Heritage Museum, 510 Scurry, is open from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Hanger 25 Air Museum is open Monday through
Friday;- 9 a:m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday 1:30 to 4 p.m.

For information on meeting times for Big Spring
Squares, call 267-7043 or 263-6305.

ROOFING

Commercial, Residential, Industrial

Insured » Bonded
$500,000 General Liability

FREE PREGNANCY TESTING

Available Daily from 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
No Appointment Necessary

LABOR & DELIVERY DEPARTMENT (2nd Floor)
Scenic Mountain Medical Center

Our dedicated and customer friendly staff can confirm your
pregnancy while you wait. They can also provide you with
information regarding Prenatal Care, Childbirth Education,
Understanding Labor and Delivery and even make your first
appointment with a competent, local OB/GYN physician.

SCENIC MOUNTAIN o |
. Published aftemoons Monday and Sunday momings, except Christmas
op 100 Roofing Contractors In Americ MEDICAL CENTER ?g.;nww‘&mm?mmwbwmw.
FREE ESTIMATES « (432) 267-5478 Special Delivery and Women's Services feopphini g Ay divivi ey e
Big Spring, Texas 1601 West 11th , BY THE MONTH HOME DELIVERY: Evenings and Sunday, $8.65 monthly; $93.42
HENRY BACKES l Tel: (432) 268-4550 uumts(xmcm;rozus: cuz.: m Howard & Martin Counties. $13.25 elsewhere.

Lottery

Results of the Cash 5 drawing Monday night:

Winning numbers drawn: 6-13-14-29-34.

Number matching five of five: 1.

Prize per winner: $48,978.

Winning tickets sold in: Dallas.

Next Cash 5 drawing: Tuesday night.

The winning Pick 3 numbers drawn Monday night
by the Texas Lottery, in order: 1-4-0

Weather

Tonight...Clear. Lows in the upper 20s. Northwest
winds around 5 mph shifting to the southwest after
midnight.

Wednesday...Mostly sunny. Highs in the lower 60s.
South winds 5 tol5 mph..Wednesday night...Partly
cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s. South winds 5 to 15
mph.

Christmas day...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 60s.
South winds 5 to 15 mph with higher gusts.
Thursday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower
40s.

Friday...Mostly sunny. Highs around 70..Friday
night...Mostly clear. Lows in the upper 40s.
Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
60s..Saturday night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid
30s.

Sunday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 50s..Sunday
night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the mid 30s.
Monday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the upper 50s.

ne HERALD

SPRING

www.bigspringherald.com
Reflecting A Proud Community

432-263-7331 432-263-7335

(Main switchboard) (Circulation calls only)
(Fax) 432-264-7205

The Herald is a member of The Big Spring Area Chamber of Commerce,
West Texas Press Association, Texas Daily Newspaper Association, The
Associated Press, Texas Press Association, Inland Press Assoclation,
National ‘Newspaper Association, Newspaper Association of America,
Small Newspaper Federation, Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
and American Newspaper Association.
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State Farm Bank will
keep normal hours
Christmas Eve and close

Christmas day,

message across "::xt'ux;ning at 8:30 a.m. on

tmas is
almost upon us,
and what better
way to get peo-
ple In the holiday mood
than the famous “T’was
The Night Before
Christmas”... Well, sort
of.

In recent months I've
watched one of my co-
workers (for anonymity
purposes let’s call him
Bill
McClellan,
news editor
for the Big
Spring
Herald, just
to protect
the pseudo-
guilty) bat-
tle with the
after-effects

of viruses THOMAS
and system JENKINS
crashes on
his PC for

several months.
Although I've given him
a great deal of advice on
how to right his system,
the conversation always
concludes in the same
manner.

“You know you could
avoid all of this mess if
you just reformat your
computer,” I say matter-
of-factly. Bill's response
is always something bor-
dering on “never” or
“not in a million years.”

[ recently came upon a
version of the famous
“T'was The Night Before
Christmas,” and
although the author of
this slightly different
version remains a mys-
tery, I thought this
would be an excellent
way to make my point on

rrefermatting. So,; Bill,

this one is for you.

“'Puter Night Before
Christmas “

'Twas the night before
Christmas, when all
through the house, not a
peripheral was stirring,
not even a mouse. The
modem was plugged to
the phone line with care,
in hopes that a download
soon would be there.

Our pirates were nes-
tled all snug in their
beds, while visions of
unprotects danced in
their heads. And Mama
in her kerchief, and I in
my cap, had just settled
down for a long winter's
nap.

When up on the hard
drive there arose such a
clatter, I sprang from the
bed to see what was the

matter. Away to the mon-

itor I flew like a flash,
sat down at the keyboard
and gave the spacebar a
mash.

The sight on the
screen, all a'flicker with
snow, gave the luster of
power surge to the menu
below. When, what to my
wondering eyes should
appear, but an
autoexec.bat that seemed

rather queer.
With a little print dri-
ver so lively and quick, I

‘knew in a moment I had

seen a new trick. More
rapid than eagles the
cursors they came, my
MIDI whistled, and
shouted, and called them
by name!

"Now Format, now
Rename, now Copy, and
Enter! On Num Lock, on
Caps Lock, on Scroll
Lock, and Printer! To the
top of the page, to the top
of the doc, now tab it
and bold it and merge it
and block!"

As utilities that build
up the CPU speed, clash
with just the programs I
need. So up to the screen
top the cursors they flew,
with a RAM full of mem-
ory and an expansion
board too.

And then, in a twin-
kling I heard on the
speaker, the grinding of
the hard drive growing
much weaker. As I tried
to reboot and turn it
around, the attributes
changed from blue into
brown.

I hit the control, the
alt, and delete. The
screen message it gave
me, I cannot repeat.

It asked me to Ignore,
Retry, or Abort. It told
me the parallel had
become the comm port.

Its lights how they
twinkled; its pixels how
merry, its prompts were
all scrambled, like a
bowl full of cherries. It
sounded just like it want-
ed to blow, the screen
was suddenly white as
the snow.

It scrolled its directory
before my eyes, with pro-
grams I didn't even rec-
ognize. It wouldn't see D-
drive, it wouldn't see E. |
couldn't get out of B into
C-

Norton's tried to read
it, finally finding the
FAT. But alas! The disk
was faulty, and couldn't
reformat. Away flew the
Excel, away flew the
Access. Away flew all of
Office, right out with the
Windows.

The spreadsheets were
spreading, the footers
were headings. What
once had been memory
was close to forgetting.
When the grinding was
over and the smoke had
all cleared, I looked at
the hard drive, it was
just as I feared.

The 16 gig wonder had
crashed in the night. I'll
never be able to block
out that sight!

So tell everyone you
know to avoid my plight.
Back up your files!
Merry Christmas! Good
night!

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at newsdesk@crcom.net

Discover
Another
World,

Read!

You never
know
what you
might find.

Linda Hall

formerly of Tonya’'s
has moved to

Brazo’'s

1508 E. FM 700
She invites all her former
clients to visit her new
location for all hair
services.

268-1019

SCENIC MOUNTAIN
MEDICAL CENTER

Our Community.
Our Hospital.

1601 W. 11th PI.  Big Spring, TX

Friday. Woodforest
National Bank will be
open until 4 pm. on
Wednesday and reopen at
9 a.m. on Friday.

Those people in search
of last-minute batteries
and egg nog won't be
without a safety net this
holiday season, however.
Seven-Eleven conve-
nience stores will be open
24-hours-a-day through-
out the Christmas holi-
day.

If you're expecting a
package in the mail,
you’ll be glad to know the
Big Spring Post Office
will be delivering mail as
usual on Christmas Eve,
with the windows at the
facility closing at 1 p.m.
On Christmas Day, the
post office will only be
delivering Express Mail
packages, with the facili-
ty set to reopen on Friday
at 8 a.m.

The Spring City Senior
Citizens Center will be
closed on Thursday and
Friday, and will reopen at
8 a.m. Monday.

The Herald office will
be closed at noon on
Christmas Eve and will
open again at 7:30 a.m.
Friday. There will be no
Christmas Day paper.
Subscribers who do not
receive their Christmas
Eve paper should call the
Herald that evening
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Contact  Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-7331
ext. 232 or by e-mail at news-
desk@crcom.net
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SCOUTS

Continued from Page 1A

program.

Friday was the deadline
to return the adopted
“angel” gifts to the

Salvation Army. The pre-
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Girl Scout Unit 35 spokesperson Brandl Pollock sorts through some of donations unit
members made to the Blg Spring Herald Toy Drive. The toys were delivered to the
Salvation Army for the Angel Tree program.

sents were being distrib-
uted today.

Those who still have
“angel” gifts can turn
them into the Salvation
Army at 811 West Fifth
St. or drop them  off
under the tree where the
card originated.
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HERALD photo/Lyndel Moody

For more information
on how you can help,
contact the Salvation
Army at 267-8239.

Contact Staff Writer
Lyndel Moody at 263-7331,
ext. 234, or by e-mail at
newsdesk@crcom.net

POLLS

Continued from page 1A

to save the county an esti-
mated $15,000.

“There’s a lot of money
that goes into these elec-
tions,” said Wright. “You
have to pay for your
polling officials, the bal-
lots, frames and for the
election computer techni-
cian to make up the styles
for the ballots. Before it's
all said and done, this is

. going to save the county
around $15,000.”

Polling places for the
Jan. 20 special election
are:

* Precincts 101-115,

North Side Fire Station,
100 N.E. Eighth Street.

* Precincts 202-205, 208,
Washington Place School,
1201 S. Birdwell Lane.

* Precincts 207, 405, 407-
409, Coahoma Community
Center, Coahoma.

* Precincts 302-305,
Goliad Middle School
Library, 2000 Goliad
Street.

* Precincts 401-406, 410,
Big Spring High School
Library, 707 E. 11th Place.

Early voting in the elec-
tion will get under way
Monday, Jan. 5, at the
Howard County
Courthouse from 8 a.m.
until 5 p.m. each day, con-
tinuing through Friday,

s dam 16,

Seven people have paid
their filing fee to the state
in hopes of replacing Sen.
Teel Bivins, R-Amarillo,
who will step down on
Jan. 12. Bivins, who has
served for 15 \years,
announced his resigna-
tion earlier this month,
citing his nomination by
President Bush as ambas-
sador to Sweden and a
desire to spend more time
with this family as the
reasons.

Those who have filed
are restaurant owner Bob
Barnes of Odessa, busi-
nessman Kirk Edwards of
Odessa, businessman Kel
Seliger of Amarillo, busi-

RACE

Continued from Page 1A

Miller, the lone
Democrat in the race, and
Gibson joined five other
senate hopefuls to pay
their filing fee to the
state.

The other five candi-

dates are restaurant
owner Bob Barnes of
Odessa, businessman

Kirk Edwards of Odessa,
businessman Kel Seliger
of Amarillo, businessman

Your Fashion

Headquarters !

111 E. Marcy  267-8283

Don Sparks of Midland

and restaurant
owner/attorney Jesse
Quackenbush of
Amarillo.

Another proposed candi-
date for the seat, Midland
Mayor Mike Canon,

dropped out of the race
and in fact announced
Monday he will seek a
second term as mayor.
Early voting in the elec-
tion will get under way
Monday, Jan. -5 at the
Howard County
Courthouse from ¥ a.m.
until 5 p.m. each day, con-

In observance of Christmas, Thursday, Dec. 25, these
financial institutions will observe the following hours...

Wells Fargo Cosden Federal
Closed Credit Union
First Bank of West Texas Closed
Closed
Education Employees T & P Federal
Federal Credit Union Credit Union
Closed Thurs. & Fri. Closed
Dec. 24th & 25th Citi Fed
Big Spring Banking Center Credit Union
Closed Closed

The Electric Utilities
Credit Union
Closed Thurs. & ri.
Dec. 25th & 26th

State Hospital Federal

Credit Union

Closed Wed., Thurs. & ri.

Dec. 24th, 25th & 26th

IRV ANV NI

tinuing through Friday,
Jan. 16.

Senate District 31 cov-
ers 26 counties, including
Howard, Midland, Martin
and Glasscock.

nessman Don Sparks of
Midland, farmer Lee
Gibson of Dumas, restau-
rant owner/attorney Jesse
Quackenbush of
Amarillo, all Republicans,
and Elaine King Miller of
Amarillo, a Democrat.

Questions about voter
registration and eligibili-
ty should be directed to
the County Tax
Assessor’s office at 264-
2232.

Contact Staff Writer
Thomas Jenkins at 263-
7331 ext. 232 or by e-mail
at newsdesk@crcom.net

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL

24th & Johnson
267-8288

We provide chapel,
church, graveside and
cremation services.

Shroff.

Back Row: Dee Clawson, Dr. Shroff,
Gonzales, Front Row: Becky Coker and Pragna

0 we \want fox Chuistmas is to thank eux
logal patients fox theix suppoxt. e hope this
holiday season brings you many Blessings in

Dr. Manish Shroff & Staff
Cardiology Clinic
1501 W. 11th Place .

Gracie

267-980%
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lishment of religion, or prohlbmn‘

of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Govemmmt Jora

redress of grievances.” .
-l"lu'r AMENDMENT

cise thereaf: or abridging the freedom.of speech,or | ¢

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Ednorw Board
of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Chuck Williams Susanne Reed
Publisher General Manager
John A. Moseley Bill McClellan
Managing Editor News Editor
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Let’s have a safe
holiday season
again this year

As Christmas draws near, let’s remember in
our gaiety and joy to take the time to think
things through, to use caution... to be smart.

Each year, homes and lives are lost across this
country because of preventable accidents caused
by faulty cords or lights, badly positioned space
heaters, candles left burning or appliances mis-
used.

This is the time of year, for instance, when
many people use extra extension cords. We use
them for lighting displays indoors and out, to
reach another outlet for that old crock pot or to
provide power to the electric blanket while we
curl up on the sofa. Before you do any of that,
check all cords to make sure they are not worn
or frayed. If they are, replace them. Don’t take a
chance.

In our effort to stay warm, we sometimes use a
space heater to provide heat to a cold bathroom
or utility room. But it’s easy to toss a towel or
clothes down in front of a heater without think-
ing. If you must use one of these portable
heaters, do so with extreme caution. Many have
a thermostat and can appear off when they're
not. They must be kept out of the way of any
flammable material and, of course, any source of
water.

Decorations are beautiful, but they can be fire
hazards, too. So always make sure you pull the
plug or throw the switch before you leave the
house or go to bed. Don’t ever leave them unat-
tended, especially if you have young children or
pets. Candles are another favorite holiday deco-
ration, but if you use them, think safety first. Be
certain they are placed away from any flammable
object and snuff out the flame before you leave
the room.

Then, take one more precaution. Make sure you
have smoke detectors in working order and that
each has fresh batteries. Have a plan so that
every family member knows how and where to
exit the home in case of a fire.

Let’s all have a wonderful... and safe, holiday
season. Let’s make sure the celebrating doesn’t
turn to weeping.

LETTERS POLICY

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor.

Please:

* Limit your letters to no more than 300 words.

» Sign your letter.

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a
street address for verification purposes.

* We reserve the right to edit for style and clarity.

* We reserve the right to limit publication to one
letter per 30-day period per author.

* Letters that are unsigned or do not include a tele-
phone number or address will not be considered.

» We do not acknowledge receipt of letters.

* Letters from our circulation area will be given
preference.

* Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring
Herald, P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721. They can
also be e-mailed to jmoseley@crcom.net or
editor@bigspringherald.com

How To CoNTACT Us

The Herald is always interested in our readers’
opinions.

In order that we might better serve your needs, we
offer several ways in which you may contact us:

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

* By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail to Managing Editor John Moseley at
jmoseley@crcom.net or editor@bigspringherald.com,
or News Editor Bill McClellan at
newsdesk@crcom.net.

« By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

should not be h .

near the tribunal.
For such people,
Hussein’s trial is an
opportunity to estab
lish how fair-minded.
they are as jurists, |
rather than a chance

to redress the r

of red blood spilled

in this thug’s name. DEBRA
And it takes a spe- SAUNDERS

cial kind of person to
insist — as United
Nations Secretary-General Kofi
Annan did Monday — that there
be no death penalty for a strong-
man responsible for, as The New
York Times reported in January,
possibly “a million dead Iraqis.”
It's ope thing to believe a free
state shouldn't kill civilians. It’s
another to argue that a murderous
head of state should be immune
from the only punishment he fears
— meeting his maker.

The enormity of Hussein'’s
crimes exceeds anything ever pre-
sented in a court of law; it asks a
court to settle questions historical-
ly settled in uprisings or on battle-
fields.

Thus, any trial would be prob-
lematic. For one thing, thére is no
need to “solve” the crimes. There’s
no Col. Mustard in the library
with the candlestick. The world
knows that Hussein is guilty, that

for Hussein: Not at the lm

when he ruled Iraq, his govern-
ment gassed Kurds, his henchmen
executed political enemies, his
prison guards tortured and killed
dissidents, and his military invad-

' ed Kuwait — a move that precipi-

tated two Gulf wars.

The purpose of putting Hussein
on trial then would be to deter-
mine the appropriate punishment,
and perhaps more important, to
prompt Iraqgis to acknowledge the
carnage that occurred in Hussein’s
Iraq and recognize that it is car-
nage they failed to prevent.

This is where I wouldn’t trust
the United Nations. The august
body has a name for Hussein’s
misdeeds — “crimes against
humanity.” The term, alas, turns a
thousand murders into one statis-
tic.

Under U.N. auspices, former
Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic is on trial in The Hague
for crimes against humanity.
Milosevic has turned the trial into
a farce. A lawyer by training,
Slobo has been having a ball cross-
examining witnesses and high-
lighting deaths caused by NATO
bombing. He has used the United
Nations’ fear of appearing to mete
out “victors’ justice” to prolong
his trial and mock his accusers.

Nothing would make Saddam
Hussein happier than a U.N. trial
in The Hague. It’s clear that, for
all his promotion of jihad and
martyrdom, Hussein is afraid to
die. That’s why he surrendered,
when a nearby pistol could have
made him a martyr.

It would be insane to give
Hussein a trial that spares him

threat of capital p,\;nhhmont
g’ Mwuhmoot

Monday that the United States
would work with Iraqis to try
Hussein in a way that would with-
stand international scrutiny. By
all means, let Iraqis judge
Hussein’s fate. If they choose the
death penalty, his crimes will
have warranted it.

The important thing, however, is
a trial that doesn’t politicize
Hussein’s many crimes. Iraq needs
a trial that humanizes Hussein'’s
victims.

Try Hussein for genocide, and
the tribunal will feature one
expert after the next opining on
the motives behind genocidal
crimes and historical enmities
that spurred the hate. Try Hussein
for each murder, however, and the
story will focus on the Kurdish
child who was gassed, the Shiite
boy who saw his mother raped, or
the scientist who was carted away
and never seen again. It could
take decades for all Hussein’s vic-
tims to tell their tales.

I want Hussein to get a fair trial
— but it won't be fair to Iraq if
Hussein is allowed to turn his
trial into a circus.

E-mail Debra J. Saunders at
dsaunders@sfchronicle.com. To
find out more about Debra J.
Saunders, and read features by
other Creators Syndicate writers
and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate web page at www.cre-
ators.com.

© 2003 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
INC.

A Governor

DDRESSES P.0. Box 12428
.+ Austin, 78711

* GEORGE W. BUSH

President

The White House
Washington, D.C.

e JOHN CORNYN
U.S. Senator
Washington, DC 20510-4305

264-2202.
Phone: 202-224-2934 « TEEL BIVINS Emma Brown — Home: 267-
Senator 2649.

* RANDY NEUGEBAUER
U.S. Representative (19th

State Capitol, Room 2S.1

* KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator

703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922

Texas 31st District
401 Austin, Suite 101

Texas 85th District
P.0. Box 2910
Austin, 78768

Phone: (512) 463-2000

HOWARD COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Phone: (512) 463-0604

OfricE — 264-2200.
BeN LockHART, COUNTY JUDGE
— Home: 263-4155; Office:

JErRY KiLGORE — 263-0724;
Work (Jerry's Barbers): 267-

BIG SPRING
CITY COUNCIL

Russ McEwen, MAYOR —
Home: 263-0907; Work (Russ
McEwen Insurance): 267-
1413.

GRrec Biooison — Home:
267-6009; Work (Ponderosa
Restaurant): 267-7121.

W.A. “WoopY” JUMPER —
Home: 263-0782; Work
(BSSH): 267-8216.

StepHANIE HORTON — Home:
264-0306; Work (VA Medical
Center): 263-7361.

Cong. District) . Big Spring, 79720. 5471. JOANN StAuLcup — Home:

1026 Longworth House Office  ppone: 268-9909; (915) 563-  Biw CROOKER — Home: 263  263-4980.

Building 0031, (915) 682-0455, (512) 2566. GLoriA McDonaLD — Home:

Washington, DC 20515 463-0131. GARY SIMER — Home: 263- 263-4835.

Phone: (202)225-4005 0269; Work (Ponderosa JoANN KNox — Home: 267-
* PETE LANEY Nursery): 263-4441. 6965; Work (BSISD): 264-

* RICK PERRY

Representative

3600.

Dean’s urban legend is typical

t was bad enough when
Howard Dean, interviewed on
National Public Radio Dec. 1,
spread a conspiracy theory
that George W. Bush ignored
Saudi Arabian warnings of the
9/11 terrorist attacks. It was worse
Dec. 7 on “Fox News Sunday,”
when the Democratic
presidential front-run-
ner neither apologized
nor repudiated him-
self for passing along
this urban legend.

None of Dean’s fran-
tic opponents for the
nomination immedi-
ately took him to
task, not wanting to
defend the hated
Republican president.
A week later, howev-
er, they contemplated whether the
doctor posed too easy a general
election target for President Bush.
Al Gore’s surprise endorsement
boosts:Dean among Democrats but
surely does not make him more
electable.

A half-hour after Dean alarmed
party regulars over television
Sunday, Sen. Hillary Rodham
Clinton on NBC titillated worried
Democrats by hesitating at closing
the door for 2004. Although her
prospects of being nominated for
president remain minimal, nor-
mally sober Democrats are looking
toward Mrs. Clinton in 2004
because of apprehension about
what Dean could do to the party.

Unlike George McGovern in
1972, Dean’s core problem is not
ideological. It is loose lips: fabri-
cating the story of a patient
impregnated by her father, seek-
ing support from pickup truck dri-
vers with Confederate flags, and
seemingly exulting in his draft
deferment for a bad back. Nothing
80 worries old-style Democratic
politicians, however, as proclaim-
ing the apocryphal warning from
Saudi Arabia.

ROBERT
Novak

In his Dec. 1 interview on NPR'’s
“The Diane Rehm Show,” Dean
was asked about allegations that
President Bush is suppressing
information that he was warned
about the 9/11 terrorist attacks.
“The most interesting theory that
I have heard so far . . .,” Dean
responded, “is that he was warned
ahead of time by the Saudis.” This
received scant media attention
(except for Washington Post
columnist Charles Krauthammer),
but Democratic politicians shud-
dered.

Dean was given a chance to back
off six days later by Chris
Wallace, debuting as “Fox News
Sunday’s” moderator. “I don’t
believe that,” the candidate said,
then added: “But we don’t know,
and it'd be a nice thing to know.”
He concluded: “Because the presi-
dent won't give information to the
Kean Commission, we really don’t
know what the explanation is.”
After playing to Bush-haters who
listen to National Public Radio,
Dean repeated the same canard to
Fox’s Sunday morning main-
stream viewers.

None of Dean'’s opponents raised
the issue during Tuesday night’s
debate in Durham, N.H., but mod-
erator Scott Spradling of WMUR
TV did. Dean still defended publi-
cizing what he now called a
“crazy” theory.

Where did Dean pick it up? A
Dean spokesman told this column
it was “out there.” A rival
Democratic candidate’s campaign
suspected it came from “some
blog.” The Russian newspaper
Pravda published reports that
Jordan’s and Morocco’s intelli-
gence — not Saudi Arabia’s —
gave the CIA advance knowledge.
The World Socialists circulated a
story that the Saudi royal family
knew of the attack in advance.
Somehow, the urban legend pene-
trated Dean’s mind.

“It’s McCarthyism in reverse,”
one 35-year Democratic political -

veteran told me. “Dean doesn’t
understand that he’s accusing
Bush of something worse than an
impeachable offense. It’s treason.”
He and several other Democrats
that I contacted all expressed the
fear that Bush’s political opera-
tives will shred an opposing presi-
dential candidate that undisci-
plined.

As worries about Dean’s nomina-
tion rise inside the Democratic
establishment, hopes of stopping
him diminish — particularly after
the Gore endorsement. To slow
Dean even temporarily, Rep. Dick
Gephardt must stop him in the
Iowa caucuses Jan. 19. That’s why
these worried Democrats were
stirred by Hillary Clinton Sunday
on “Meet the Press.”

After an impressive performance
answering Tim Russert’s policy
questions, the former first lady
would not flatly promise to turn
down a presidential draft. “The
nomination — it’s not going to be
offered to me,” she insisted. “But
if it did happen?” asked Russert.
“You know, I have, ] am — ,” she
stammered. “I think the door is
opening a bit, Senator,” Russert
concluded. “Oh, no, it’s not,”
Clinton shot back. Finally, when
pressed to say she would “never”
accept the 2004 nomination, she
said, “I am not accepting the nom-
ination.”

That was ambivalent enough to
intrigue Democratic worriers. It’s
a slender reed, but still reason for
them to think that Hillary Clinton
might be there if Howard Dean
self-immolates by next summer.
They are thinking such thoughts
because their prospective nominee
is spinning wild conspiracy theo-
ries.

To find out more about Robert D.
Novak and read his past columns,
visit the Creators Syndicate web

pdge at www.creators.com.

© 2003 CREATORS SYNDICATE,
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AUSTIN (AP) — Democrats

- are continuing to press the U.S.

Justice Department to release
documents they contend will
show that a GOP congressional
redistricting plan was approved
by political appointees who
overruled the agency’s staff.
Members of Texas'
Democratic congressional dele-
gation want a copy of a memo-
randum written by the Voting
Section of. the department’s
Civil Rights Division in time to
present it today in an Austin
federal court. A three-judge
panel was expected to rule after
closing arguments Tuesday in
the lawsuit challenging the new

NN R R G

N 5 t = @ ’ il w ’
congressional - plan - that’
Republicans want to use in the
2004 electiens. -

“It is vital that the public and

the three-judge panel have
access to the Voting Section’s
recommendation before the
start of closing arguments,” the
delegation said in a prepared
statement on Monday.

A lawyer representing the
congressional Democrats has
said sources within the depart-
ment told him the agency's
career professional staff found
that the Texas map violated
minority protections in the
Voting Rights Act. J. Gerald
Hebert said he was told the staff

.

|
/

s claim appointees overruled staff

of the' staff recommendation

under the Freedom of
Information Act.
“We urge the Justice

Department to immediately
release the Voting Section’s
memorandum so that the public
and the judges will know what
illegalities led career Justice
Department employees to rec-
ommend against pre-clearing
the Texas plan,” the congres-
sional statement said.

Jorge Martinez, a Justice
Department spokesman,
declined comment Monday.

Minority groups and
Democrats contend the congres-
sional redistricting plan passed
in October by the Legislature
illegally dilutes minority voting
strength. .t

Among those issuing the
statement were Democratic
U.S. Reps. Shelia Jackson Lee}
Chris Bell and Gene Green o
Houston; Lloyd Doggett .of
Austin; Chet Edwards of Waco;
Martin Frost and Eddie Bernice
Johnson of Dallas; Charlie
Gonzalez and Ciro Rodriguez of
San Antonio; Ruben Hinojosa of
Mercedes; and Nick Lampson of
Beaumont.

Others were Solomon Ortiz of

Corpus Christi; Max Sandlin of
Marshall; Charlie /Stenholm of
Abilene; and Jim Turner of
Crockett. ‘

Demcrats now lead Texas’
congressional delegation 17-15.
But the new map could give
Republicans, who already hold
an overall majority in
Congress, as many as seven
additional seats.

The Justice Department clear-
ance of the GOP redistricting
plan eliminates the existing dis-
tricts. But if the federal court
finds violations, it could restore
the old plan or make modifica-
tions to the legislative plan to
make it legal.

TEA to consider charter proposal to offer online learning

AUSTIN (AP) — The
Texas Education Agency
is considering a widely
criticized request that
would allow a Texas char-
ter school to begin offer-
ing online classes using
computer technology and
state funds to teach stu-
dents at home.

Eagle Academies of
Texas wants to expand
into online - education
from three campuses,
adding a total of 3,000 stu-
dents to its current limit.
The school would be able
to draw students from any
county in Texas to set up
the online school, under
the proposal.

TEA interim
Commissioner Robert
Scott has until

Wednesday to make a
decision on Eagle's
request to expand current
enrollment. No time limit
exists on the other two
parts
which would allow Eagle
to expand its boundaries
statewide and use online
teaching methods.
Forrest Watson, founder
of Eagle Academies of
Texas, said the online
classes would primarily
target students who
attend small schools that
may be limited in the
variety of classes offered.
“One area of concern is
the plight of small com-
munity schools that are
limited in some of the
curriculum offerings they
have available,” Watson

of the request,.

said. “This virtual educa-
tion program could
enable the extension of
the curriculum in the
small schools so they
could keep the student
enrolled in their school
and at the same time pro-
vide the needed curricu-
lum.”

Also, online classes
could be used to help stu-
dents who need to work to
support themselves or
their families and need
flexible hours, Watson
said.

Since the request was
made, TEA has received a
barrage of complaints
from school districts
statewide.

Public school officials
are concerned that the

already cash-strapped tra-
ditional schools would
lose money to virtual
charter schools.

“(State) monies foflow
the students,” said Mary
Perry, director of TEA's
charter school division.
“If students are moving
from one place where
they're already in atten-
dance, it follows public
school students. If they're
picking up students who
have not been enrolled in
public school this year,
for whatever reason, addi-
tional funds would flow in
because of that.”

The Legislature rejected
a proposed charter school
measure during the regu-
lar session this year.
Sponsors of the legisla-

tion said it would benefit
home-schooled students
and would give children
more flexibility to study
at home at their own
pace.

“We cannot afford to use
taxpayer money on a
questionable venture that
will take precious
resources away from the
children in our public
schools,” = said Doug
Rogers, executive director
of the Association of
Texas Professional
Educators.

“Our schools are having
trouble meeting their
budgets now, and drain-
ing money away from our
classrooms and sending it
to a for-profit enterprise
is not acceptable.”

Scott, who has said he
favors the idea of virtual
charter schools, said he
would ensure safeguards
were in place to ensure

that school districts didn't -

lose money. B

Some critics also say the
measures are an attempt
to mask public school
vouchers in Texas.

Charter schools, funded
by taxpayers, are consid-
ered public schools but
are free from many state
regulations that public
schools must abide by.

The Legislature com-
missioned a pilot online
learning program for pub-
lic schools, but a TEA
spokeswoman said Eagle's

charter request would not

be part of the pilot.

Two killed in California’s first deadly earthquake since 1994

PASO ROBLES, Calif.
(AP) — Rescue efforts
were called off as dark-
ness fell over this central
California city following a
magnitude-6.5 earthquake
that rocked the state’s
coast, Kkilling two people,
injuring dozens more and
prompting fears that
aftersiocks might ‘cause
more damage in the days
to come.

Residents from San
Francisco to Los Angeles
were shaken by Monday'’s
quake, the first to cause
fatalities in the state
since a magnitude-6.7
temblor hit Northridge in
1994.

The bodies of two
women were pulled from

under the roof of Paso
Robles’ 1892 clock tower,
which pitched into the
street and crushed a row
of parked cars in this San
Luis Obispo County com-
munity of 25,000 about 20
miles east of the epicen-
ter.

Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger planned
to tour downtown Paso
Robles on Tuesday.

The main shock was
centered in a sparsely
populated area about 11
miles north of the coastal
town of Cambria.

It was immediately fol-
lowed by at least 50 after-
shocks larger than 3.0, the
biggest of which was esti-
mated at 4.7, according to

the U.S. Geological
Survey.
The state Office of

Emergency Services said
there was a 90 percent or
greater probability that
aftershocks of 5.0 magni-
tude or greater would fol-
low in the next week.

By Monday night,
search and rescue crews
in Paso Robles had
combed all seriously dam-
aged buildings and were
confident they had found
all the quake’s victims,
though the owner of one
car crushed in the rubble
still had not been located.

“We're out of rescue
mode and now it's just
going to be general debris
removal,” said Battalion

Chief Scott Hall of the
Ventura County Fire
Department.

Earlier in the day, the
bodies of Jennifer
Myrick, 19, of Atascadero,
and Marilyn Zafuto, 55, of
Paso Robles, were found
on the street outside a
dress shop, police Sgt.
Bob Adams said.

“It appeared as though
they were trying to get
away,” he said.

A young boy suffered a
broken arm and another
person received minor
injuries when a bakery
collapsed, while citywide
there were reports of
about 40 minor injuries,
said Adams.

Officials inspected more

than 80 downtown build-
ings and all remained off-
limits Monday night.
About 10,000 homes and
businesses were without
power in the San Luis
Obispo area, said John
Nelson, spokesman for
Pacific Gas and Electric.

The quake was felt in
the control room of the
Diablo Canyon nuclear
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power plant operated by
PG&E. Nelson said there
appeared to be no damage
to the plant and that it
was functioning normal-
ly.

The quake shook the
Hearst Castle in San
Simean, the estate of the
legendary
William Randolph Hearst.
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Elevated terror alert causes problems

MATAMOROS, Mexico (AP) — Those waiting to
cross into Texas were feeling the effects of the elevat-
ed terror alert level Monday as lines extended not only
across the river, but several blocks into Matamoros'
downtown.

Maria Guadalupe Cordero, a vendor who sells tacos
and beans near the Gateway International Bridge, said
the line of pedestrians was the longest she had seen,
even longer than immediately after Sept. 11.

“Usually it's a few stands up,” she said, pointing to
the vendors lining the street .up to the bridge, “but
today it was three times as long.”

A major factor in the decision to raise the nation's
terror alert level from “elevated” to “high” was the
holiday season, when more people are distracted and
traveling and large numbers of people gather at
events.

But the upgrade from “yellow” to “orange” on the
terror risk scale was also based on intelligence that
al—Qaida may soon attempt to pull off a coordinated
attack in multiple places to cause mass casualties.

In San Anwnio, the SBC Center announced Monday
that it has enhanced its security procedures during
Spurs events in response to the current elevated state
of alert and a mandate by the NBA.

Outcry: Privatization could affect mental care

HOUSTON (AP) — A privatization change in state
law could unravel mental health safety nets across
Texas, several mental health experts fear.

“It would be a disaster,” Melanie Gantt, public poli-
cy director for the Mental Health Association of Texas,
said of the plan. “It's a hastily conceived notion that
does not take into account ramifications to the con-

Privatization supporters say it can lead to more
patient choice, access to better—quality care and
greater administrative efficiency, but opponents fear
the opposite could result if privatization is taken
statewide.

Gantt and others say the main problem is mental
patients could be left without care if private providers
replace the current system but later decide to leave
when it isn't as profitable as they'd like, the Houston
Chronicle reported Monday.

Rep. Talmadge Heflin, R—Houston, inserted the pri-
vatization provision into a social services overhaul
bill, stating that private providers would get prefer-
ence in serving the mentally ill and mentally retarded.

States consider regulating eating habits

Fighting to shed a few pounds and control that waist-
line? For the soaring number of Americans who are
becoming dangerously overweight, states and citjes
across the country want to help. I

With the U.S. Surgeon General calling obesity an epi-
demic, legislators nationwide are offering measures to
encourage healthy food choices and ban the worst
temptations.

Skeptics say government should stay away from try-
ing to legislate something as personal as what we eat.
But supporters say they can't ignore a growing public
health problem or how it drives the ever—rising cost
of health care.

Few ideas have become law yet. But states have con-
sidered scores of bills this year that would, among
other things: get kids exercising; warn restaurant
eaters about fat, sugar and cholesterol on the menu;
and, ban sugary sodas and fattening chips from school
vending machines.

sumer and the plublic safety net.”
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A Census of Our Feathered Friends

¢ Christmas Bird Count3#%%

For more than 100 years, people
have been leaving their cozy homes
to brave the cold outdoors and count
birds. Thousands of volunteers have
made the Christmas Bird Count part
of their holiday tradition.

It runs during the three weeks
around Christmas Day.

This bird census, sponsored by the
National Audubon Society, is the
longest-running wildlife review in the
world. It is also the largest.

in the winter.

much that they do it throughout the year.

Counting on birds
Most birds being
counted are North
American birds. The
Christmas count tries to get a good
picture of where these birds migrate

For example, many woodland
species that breed in North America
spend the winter months in South
America or the Caribbean islands.

Wom The My Fage by Betty Ostnerm © 3000 The Mini Foge Fubdeniy Compeny .

Counting time

Today the period for
counting birds stretches
from Dec. 14 through Jan.
5. Officials can choose any |{§ N
day in that period to count " N
in their area. |

This period is known as “early
winter.” During this time, many North
American birds are still on their
southward migration.

History of the count

The Christmas Bird Count got its
name because the first count took
place on Christmas Day in 1900.

It was founded by Frank Chapman
a scientist who :
studied birds.

He was upset
by an event of
the times, the
“Side Hunt.” In
this event, on
Christmas Day,
hunters chose
sides and then
shot as many
birds and small
animals as they
e . could. The side that killed the most

5 animals and birds won.

Many people were concerned that
overhunting was threatening entire
bird populations. Frank Chapman
came up with the idea of counting
birds on Christmas Day rather than
killing them.
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love bird watching so

Frank Chapman
(1864-1945)
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Y "Rookie Cookie’s Recipe

L Festive Fudge Goodie Bags

You'll need:
G %fj’

¢ 11/2 pounds white chocolate, broken in pieces

¢ 1 (10-ounce) can sweetened condensed milk

* pinch of salt

* 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract

¢ 1 cup gumdrop candy, cut in half

What to do: fT \

1. In a bowl, combine chocolate, milk and salt.

2. Microwave on high for 3 to 5 minutes until chocolate is melted

. Stir in gumdrops and vanilla extract.

. Line a pan with wax paper, pour fudge into pan and
refrigerate until firm.

5. Cut into squares and wrap several pieces u);,g ther at a time

. Place wrapped squares in a brown paper bag and dt‘((lhl(l
as you wish. Makes about 2 dozen squares.
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&Y' Gus Goodsport’s nepor
Supersport: Jason White

Height: 6-2 Birthdate: 6-19-80
Weight: 221 Hometown: Tuttle, Okla.
Jason White doesn’t wear a Santa Claus suit or
ride around town in a sleigh, but Oklahoma
University’s standout quarterback spreads lots of
cheer. He has participated with a Fellowship of
Christian Athletes holiday food drive, visited children in the
hospital, and helped with elementary school reading programs.
White also has given the fans of No. 1-ranked Oklahoma
lots to cheer about. He has passed for more than 3,000 yards
and rates as one of the top players in all of college football.
White, who underwent knee surgeries the previous two
years, is a sociology major who also enjoys art — and making
people happy, kind of like Santa.

Meet Sheryl Crow

Singer and songwriter Sheryl Crow grew
up with musical parents. Both her parents
pﬁ'lyed in swing bands and encouraged
their daughter to play music too.

Sheryl, 41, began playing the piano
when she was 6 years old while growing up
in Kennett, Mo. She studied music at the
University of Missouri. Then in 1986, she
moved to Los Angeles, determined to make
it in the music business.

Before she became famous for her own songs, Sheryl was a
backup singer to other musicians, including Don Henley and
Eric Clapton. She produced her first solo album in 1993. She
won a Grammy for Best Rock Album in 1997.

Sheryl likes all kinds of music, including rock 'n’ roll,
country, folk, jazz and blues. Her newest album is called “The
Very Best of éheryl Crow.”

from The Miry Page by Setty Debnem © 3000 The My Page Pubiering Comagavine |

£ s Mimd Jokes

All the following jokes have something in common. Can
you guess the common theme or category? /{:?

Chris: How do you make a banana split? lﬁ)\

Dawn: Cut it in half! \3\&

e The M Page by Sotty Dutrarn © S000 The Mird Page Publerung Company e

-~ Gareth: Why didn’t the banana want a
suntan? N\
David: He was afraid he might peel!

7

e
e
X (/ﬂ",’ /)
Tim: What is yellow and says “Ho, ho, ho™  *|/ /|
Neil: Santa Banana! Y/
&
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“m Bird Count FIND

Words and names that remind us of the Christmas Bird Count are
hodden in the bbcks below. Some words are hidden backward or
?_o \7 can find: OUTDOORS, VOLUNTEERS, WALK,
IDA TRADI ION, OBSERVERS, AMERICA, MIGRATE, FEED,
WINTER, CENSUS, ENVIRONMENT, HABITAT, DATA, AREA, OWL,
DUCK, JAY, DAY.

The value of bird counting

In the old days, miners used to
send a canary into a
mine. If the canary
came back safely, the
miners knew it was safe

== for them.

In nature, birds are also a good

sign of whether the environment is

pheto by Dawe Manke, courtesy U 3. Fish § Wikiite Servce

x5 Going Out for the Count s+
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The Conducting the bird count
numbers .
of blue All counts are done in a certain

jays way and in the same area each vear
have This gives a more accurate view of

gzstpl;d any changes in bird populations
in some On the chosen count day,
areas. volunteers travel through a circle

covering about 177 square miles
They count every bird they see or

healthy.

When the data from the Christmas
Bird Count are combined with data
from other studies, we get a good
picture of the overall health of birds
and of the environment.

By looking at how bird populations
have changed in the last century,
scientists can be :
alerted about
possible dangers.

For example, if

Rec¢ent finds

Blue jays and crows are especially
vulnerable to the West Nile virus.
Experts believe it has hurt groups of
these birds in some parts of the U.S.

But in the latest national bird
count, researchers did not notice
significant drops over the whole
country. Scientists do not know if
that means these species are safe, or
if they will suffer greater losses in

hear that whole day. Some birds,
especially in woodland areas, stay
hidden. There are usually people in
every counting group who can
recognize bird calls.

Often
watchers
will walk
slowly
through an
area in the
assigned

Phots by Gary M. Stote. courtesy (LS. Fih and Wikiile Servce

TNEMNORIVNEOOKH one type of bird the coming years circle. Then
TRADITIONKUUBLA dlsapptoarxll(;) an ; } b s It will take time to see how they will
HUWCAC I REMATSWSB g:t::] (li(\:(t);:) Ogu(c;xrl lttu l:lad lr;dt as ddnl;l;,emus the West Nile virus e e dn?(- ‘m the
OADAEDODEEFDE I I here is 8 discase. or that the specics | T J| hard to see, but they DXL SPo
LROULNAJAYNORNT :1 (rtxls a l'w(h((‘i()r‘th(lt t e §;i)ecws ’ make a fair amount of :m(} get out
as been poisoned with pesticides. noise. This is a great and walk
|l EWVCKSTOI DOVTA If bird populations go down a lot, } horned owl. again.
DALKDKOUALAREET it is a danger signal. " In some places such as marshes,
AETARGIMSLYSRRYV { volunteers go by boat. Others may
YLSREETNULOVSWD travel on skis or snowshoes. Some
l may spend the entire day standing
L Syt ———— e § by the ocean counting seabirds.
Mo - S 3 Experienced bird watchers are
lnl py e o & S : i| always present, so they can teach new
L . . . - Bird counters have noticed that many birds 'S \ ay \
Mlm. Spy and Rookie Cookie are feeding the birds. such as the cardinal are staying farther watchu's L pmper S “ i
See if you can find: ®* question mark * word MINI north in the winter. Experts believe this
® puppy may be because more people are
kg s Intior D feeding birds during this cold season.
| ® hot do Hunters were seeing fewer American Next week The Mini Page features a 2004
= St rﬁ black ducks. Scientists looking at 50 calendar of events.
y years of data from the Christmas Bird
9 Qe * letter C Count found the numbers truly were Look through your newspaper for stories
* gailboat going down. So hunters lowered the limit | about special events during this holiday
3, * dolphin on ducks m.:'tt:,ztél;i bag, and the season.
% Lo ® . numbers we up.
%3 : * number 3
0 The P
o s hell The Mini Page thanks Geoff LeBaron, e Mini “git"sycgj::aﬁ;d edited by
0 .  lips Christmas Bird Count director with the . , -
/Y/ ﬁ/ " ‘ e st.rawberry IN-UOnaI Audubon Society, for help with this Associate Editors Staff Artist Bird counters often begin thour omcnal
N ' 12 * coffee pot . Tall Denton Wendy Daley counting day around 5 a.m. and finish up
/ Site to see: www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/ Lucy Lien around 6 p.m.
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ARLINGTON (AP) — Alex

Rodriguez's agent, Scott Boras,

Rodriguez may not be leaving Texas, after all

Associated Press on Monday, that ~

| Rodriguez's $252 million, 10-

all-star Rodriguez may not become the his club would contact the believes Rodriguez would remain year contract has seven years
m first reighing MVP to switch Rangers before Tuesday's dead- the Texas shortstop next season and $179 million remaining.
Applications teams, after all. line. if the deadline passes. Ramirez has five years and $97.5
being accepted for the With a deadline imposed by If the deal is to be revived, “Tom Hicks told me he's setting ' million left his $160 million,
Ten Star  All-Star | -pexag Rangers owner Tom Hicks Henry said, “I don't believe there forth his plan for 2004 beginning eight-year contract.
Summer  Basketball | 1ooming Tuesday for the trade of are any public statements Icould Wednesday,” Boras said. “He  During negotiations last week,
Camp. Boys and girls | pageball's only $20 million-a-year make that would be helpful to said the team needed to make the players' association said
ages 10-19 are eligibleto | p1avers — Rodriguez to Boston the process other than to say that moves and put their marketing Rodriguez's agreement could be
apply. . for outfielder Manny Ramirez — although there have been dis- plan together.” restructured but not reduced,
Camp locations | there appeared to be no more agreements, I believe the princi- Red Sox president Larry and rejected Boston's proposal,

include Commerce and
Sterling, Colo.

For more information
call (704) 373-0873.

Hawks to return to

court against CVC

The Howard College
Lady Hawks will return
to action on Jan. 3
when they travel to
Lancaster to face Cedar
Valley College.

The Hawks, who will
open Western Junior
College Athletic
Conference play on
Jan. 12 against Frank
Phillips, entered the
holiday break sporting
a 5-3 record.

Steers to participate

in Lamesa tourney
The Big Spring Steers

negotiations.

Following weeks of discus-
sions, Hicks said Monday that he
hadn't spoken to anyone from the
Red Sox in three days. And
Boston was standing by its posi-
tion that the proposed deal was
“dead.”

Red Sox owner John Henry did
not alter that position or say, in
response to an e-mail from The

pals involved on all sides have
had good intentions thus far.”

Hicks didn't respond Monday,
but told The Dallas Morning
News for its Tuesday editions
that the deadline was final.

“If the deadline passes, we are
going to put it behind us,” Hicks
told the newspaper. “And the
best player in baseball is going to
be our team leader next season.”

Lucchino proclaimed the trade
“dead” Thursday, blaming the
players' association for not
approving a steeper proposed
reduction in Rodriguez's con-
tract.

If Rodriguez went to Boston,
the Red Sox presumably would
then trade longtime shortstop
Nomar Garciaparra, possibly to

which the union said would cut
$28 million to $30 million.
Instead, the union said it would
approve a change that would
lower the contract by $12 million
to $13 million in exchange for
Rodriguez getting the right to
use Boston's lago and trademarks
in marketing deals. In addition,
he'd be able to become a free
agent after the 2005 season.

the Chic‘f;o White Sox.

Orange
terror
alert felt
in sports

When the nation's ter-
ror alert was raised to its

close out the 2003 year second highest level,
with an appearance in Louisiana  Superdome
the Lamesa Invitation- p(la‘rsorlmel were ready. :
al Basketball Tourna- We've got the drll'll
ment, beginning Mon- down pretty good.,
day, Dec. 29. spokesman Bill Curl said
The BSHS junior var- Monday from New

sity will also play in
the three-day tourna-
ment.

Big Spring, 3-11 over-
all, is scheduled to open
District 4-4A play on
Jan. 16 with a bout

Orleans, where the Sugar
Bowl will be played on
Jan. 4.

He had one piece of
advice for fans attending
the Bowl Championship
Series title game between

against Frenship. LSU and Oklahoma:
“Come early and empty-
handed.”

BSHS swimmers face Several federal law

4-4A meet on Jan. 23

Big Spring High
School swim team will
try and nail down the
District 4-4A swimming
title on Jan. 23 when

enforcement officials

cluding Homeland Se?ur
ity Secretary Tom Ridge,
mentioned major bowl
games as potential al-
Qaida targets. Still, they

they travel to Fort urged fans to go about
Stockton. business as usual.
The Steers, under “This is a period of cel-

coach Harlan Smith,
finished second to dis-
trict rival Pecos at the
recent Aqua Tribe
Invitational Swim Meet
in Seminole.

Prairie View taps

new football coach

PRAIRIE VIEW (AP)
— Prairie View A&M
on Monday hired Henry
Frazier as the 22nd foot-
ball coach in school his-
tory.

Frazier, who built a

ebration,” Ridge said.
“There are public gather-
ings in major urban areas
around the country, big
celebrations. And we
encourage people to, like
we said before, be vigi-
lant and be aware.”

The Superdome is no
stranger to hosting
national sports events
amid heightened securi-
ty.

Two years ago, it was
the site of the first post-
Sept. 11 Super Bowl. The

4 : imposin dome was
26-24 record in five rin%ed ¢ by national
years at Bowie State guardsmen and chain-
University in Mary- link fences. In April, dur-
land, takes over a

downtrodden program
that just recently began
offering full scholar-

ing the war in Iraq, a
stepped-up police pres-
ence was in place when

! . the Superdome hosted the
ships again. Final Four men's basket-
Prairie View went 1-9 ball championship

overall and 0-7 in the
Southwestern Athletic
Conference last season.
The school fired first-
year coach C.L. Whit-
tington afterward, later
revealing that an inter-
nal investigation con-
cluded he had hit two
players during summer
workouts.

Rangers sign two to

minor league deals
ARLINGTON (AP) —
The Texas Rangers
have signed free'agents
Mike Bacsik and Jason
Tyner to minor league
contracts and have
invited both to spring
training, the team
announced Monday.

':#',
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Hordd Photo/Tmy Woells
Coahoma High School head coach Kim Nichols discusses a call with an official during the Bullidogs 64-49 loss to
Midland Christian Saturday. Nichols, who has coached at the school for 28 years and rolled up more than 320 career

win, will lead Coahoma back Into action on Dec. 29 at the annual Reagan County Invitational Tournament in Big Lake.

That kind of atmos-
phere was already evi-
dent at various bowl sites
around the country.

“I visited the TCU prac-
tice on Sunday and there
were more police around
the team than there had
been,” said Tim Simmons
of the Fort Worth Bowl.

FORT WORTH (AP)

TCU plays Boise State in
the inaugural Fort Worth
Bowl tonight. Ross

the four big-money games

Boise State, TCU to neet m Fort Worth Bowl tonight

Here's a change for Boise
State: The Broncos finally
are in a bowl far from
their blue-turfed home.

No. 18 Boise State meets
No. 19 Texas Christian
University in the inau-
gural Fort Worth Bowl on
tonight in a game
between one-loss teams
from non-BCS confer-
ences.

The Broncos (12-1) are
playing in a bowl on the
road for the first time
after three appearances in
four years in the
Humanitarian Bowl.

Yet, they will be the
“home” team against No.
19 TCU (11-1), which is
staying home for its post-
season game after a being
in contention for one of

in the Bowl Champion-
ship Series until its only
loss Nov. 20.

“Now the roles are

reversed and we're at

TCU's ho
game,” Boi
er-punt

for a bowl
@ State receiv-
returner Tim

‘Gilligan said Monday.

“We so much wanted to
go somewhere besides the
H-Bowl, and we got it.”

Baltimore continues rebuilding process by adding Javy Lopez

BALTIMORE (AP) —
Javy Lopez agreed to a
$22.5 million, three-year
deal with Baltimore, giv-
ing the Orioles a big hit-

ter and another key addi-
tion to their program.
The deal for the All-Star
catcher is contingent on
the free agent passing a

q

)

team physical.

Lopez, 33, hit .328 last
season for Atlanta, with
43 homers and 109 RBIs,
both career highs.

Baltimore added short-
stop Miguel Tejada last
week. The 2002 AL MVP
agreed to a $72 million,
six-year contract.

Bailey, in charge of oper-
ations at Amon G. Carter
Stadium, said- there
would be extra security
sweeps of the stadium.

At some sites, operating
at a high level of security
has been the norm since
the terrorist attacks.

“Ever since 9-11, we
boosted security up
across the board,” said
Shawn Schoeffler, a
spokesman for Friday
night's Insight.com Bowl
and the Jan. 2 Fiesta
Bowl at Tempe, Ariz, “We
never backed off from
that. We won't do any-
thing more.”




263-73’31

PLACE AN
AD BY
PHONE, CALL
OFFICE - 432-263-7331
FAX - 432-264-7205

"ty Y. 5
= 9 =
Phone hours for placing,
correcting or cancelling ads:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-4:30 pm
Please have your credit card

\ ready.if placing an Ad. )

PLACE
AN AD BY
MAIL:

Include your name, address,
phone number,
M/C, Visa or Discover card
number, what you want the Ad
to say, start date &
number of days.
Classified Advertising
BIG SPRING HERALD
P.0. BOX 1431
\_ B1G SPRING, TX 79721 )

PLACE

AN AD BY|
WEBSITE:

www.bigspringherald.com
E-mail:

advertising@bigspringherald.com
24 Hrs. 7 Days on both. Please
include your name, address, day
phone number, evening phone num-
ber, credit card name, credit card
number, expiration date of credit
card, day to start ad, number of

1986 !-150 Four wheel

drive. Cowboy sleeper.
Good looking. Runs
excellent. nice wheels
and stereo. Hooker
Headers. Dual exhaust
XLT package. Original
interior. Excellent

00

1997 F-350 Crew Cab.
Turbo Diesel. XLT. 5
speed. Runs perfect
Well maintained. Easy
start. Excellent
mechanical condition
Hidden Gooseneck
Nice wheels, tires
$6500.00

1997 F-150 Super Cab.
3rd Door. 82,000 miles
Well maintained
Chrome wheels. Bed
caps. gas saving V-6
engine. Clean. $7500.00

The Trading Post
4621 Andrews
(2 blks North of
Coliseum)
Odessa, Texas 79762
(432) 368-4011

2001 Chevy S10 Ext

Cab. Extra Clean. Great

ggs mileage. Call 432-
7-5857.

2003 Yamaha YZ 125
Rode 3 times. Make
offer. 425-7236

98 Mitsubishi Eclipse
convertible. $6500. Call
432-816-6074 or
432-264-0585

PENIR il -
87 Auto Sales

Great Selection of
03's with up to

1 month $47 25 2 Week Serv1ce Dlrectory $
Call 263-7331 to place your ad today!!

1987 Toyota Cressida.
V-6. Automatic. Moon
Roof. $1500 cash

1995 Chevrolet S-10
Extended Cab Pickup. 4
cylinder. Standard.
Nice. $3,950 cash

1998 Ford Taurus. 4
door. 6 cylinder
Automatic. Air
conditioner. Nice $3950
cash

Pete's Auto

1340 East

Odessa, Texas 79 612
432-335-9741

1997 Eddie Bauer Ford
Expedition (Laser Red)
Like new. Four wheel
drive, 5.4 liter engine,
low mileage, third seat,
CD/cassette, dual air,
uggage rack, tow hook
trail hitch. Call
432-267-5179

m

MAKER!!!
6 Figure Potential from
home!

800-664-7680

HELP WANTED

Clerks/carners/sorters
No exp. required.
Beneflts For

Dominos Pizza Drivers
needed. Hourly +
mileage + tips
Competition says better
commission, but you
can't make commission
doing dishes for the sit
down lobby. Go by 2111
S. Gregg or call
432-267-4111

1999 Chevrolet S10
Single Cab Pickup. 4
cylinder, automatic
15,900 miles. White
One owner. Slick
$7500. Call Gib
756-2341

2003 GMC Extended
Cab Pickup. 7,000
miles. Warranty. V-8,
automatic. SLE trim
One owner. Super
clean. $20,900. Call Gib
756-2341

1999 GMC Yukon.
70,900 miles. Super
clean. Pewter gray
Cloth. No 3rd seat. Call
Gib 756-2341

Wheeler Motor
Company
Stanton, Texas
432-756-2341

1999 Saturn 3 door
Coupe, 5 speed, sun
roof, CD player, alarm
system, $5800. Call
432-263-0514 or
267-8291

263-73331

wnss HERALD ...

DRIVERS BE HOME
DAILY Coastal
Transport is a leader in
transport of LPG &
petroleum products.
Coastal serves high
profile accounts & needs
dedicated professionals
to join our growing team
in Big Spring. Qualify
25 with class A & one
year driving experience.
Call ill at
888-524-0287

Experience Mechanic
needed at Natural Gas
Plant North East of Big
Spring. Fax resumes,
(432)399-4290 or mail
to: 11703 E. FM 846,
Coahoma, TX 79511

GAS PLANT “A”"
OPERATOR needed at
natural gas plant, NE of
Big Spring. 12 hr. shift
Fax resumes,
(432)399-4290 or mail
to: 11703 E. FM 846,
Coahoma, TX 79511

IMMEDIATE
OPENING
for clerk/cashier/cook.
Apply at
315E. FM 700
Neighbors
Convenience Store

H

Only Self motivated and
dependable need to
apply Some
nousework, cooking &
care for elderly lady
Some lifting. Approx. 30
hrs. § days/wk. Able to
work extra hrs. |if
needed. Smoking
envirnoment
Reterences needed
Call 8am-1pm
264-0476.

LONG JOHN SILVERS
Day and Evening Shifts
Available. Must - be
energetic. Apply in
person 2403 S. Gregg.
No phone calls please..

Typing and Computer
skills a must, good
phone manners. Must
answer phones and take
messages. Be at work
on Time. Send resume
to cl/o Big Spring
(0]

Herald, . Box
1431/221, Big Spring,
X 79721

Warehouse/Delivery
needed to move
furniture. Good driving
record required. Must
be 21. Paid vacation &
holidays. Apply in
person, Credit World
1611 Gregg

) startek

Customer Service Representatives

StarTek USA is hiring an additional 50
to 60 fulltime employees for work within
our state-of-the-art inbound call center.
We are currently sourcing for the
position Customer Service
Representatives to work with one of
the top wireless services in the nation.
Starting pay of $6.75 to $7.75 for
Bi-Lingual (Spanish/English). If you
have a friendly speaking voice, general
computer knowledge, and type, you are
just who we're looking for!

Apply at:

StarTek offers great benefits including
paid training, paid time off after 90
days, immediate childcare
reimbursements, local business
discounts, medical/dental insurance,
paid holidays, and incredible
advancement opportunities.

StarTek USA Inc
501 Birdwell Lane, Suite 30
Big Spring, TX 79720
Or call (432) 264-2700
for more information

Now Hirin ﬁy stafl

for Boys Home. Shift

work.
Immediate openings
Available.
Far West Emergency
Shelter in Ackerly.
Call 432-353-4464 or
432-258-0924.

Looking for Part-time
Personal Banker/Teller,
Sales experienced
preferred but not
required. Bring resumes
to WNB in Wal-Mart.

“ RN/LVN SIGN-ON
BONUS!
$750.00 for RN'S
& $500 for WWN's
RN's
12 Hour Shifts
w/ 3 day weekends
off every other weekend
Starting Salary
$25.00 an hour
(Full-Time
6:00 p.m. - 6:00 am.)
(Part-Time Weekends
6:00am. - 6:00 p.m.)

LVN's
2:00pm - 10pm shifts
Starting Salary
$16.00 an hour
CMA's
2:00 - 10:00 pm shift
Starting Salary
$10.00 an hour
Competitive Wages -
Health Insurance &
Benefits
Contact Human
Resources Dept.
Lamun-Lusk-Sanchez
Texas State Veterans
Home
1809 N. Hwy 87

Big Spring, Texas
79730

(432) 268-8387
or fax (432)268-1987
Equal Opportunity
Employer

JoBs WANTED

Certified Nurses Aid
will sit for Elderly. Good
References Call
432-264-2951
Housecleaning
Available. Discount for
Seniors Call
432-394-4423

28. 006 mo ontract $42 00 per mo

=

Fomdg!

in the area of 2nd &
Benton. Call
432-263-4502 to identify.
Lost Horse (TS Brand
on her hip) in the area of
Silver Hills addition.
Please Call
432-264-6711 or
816-9685

ON THE FARM

SE/4 Section 21, Blk. 33,
T-2-N, T & P, Ry. Co.
Survey. Howard Co
FSA Farm No. 2056,
Cotton base acres
151.1, FSA yield 563
Ibs., 1/4 minerals, some
royalty. 160 acres,
$800/acre or $128,000
Knott Area. Call
432-268-3110

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

1 Bdrm Dupx. 106
16th. Refrigirated air,

stove &
furnished
$100/dep
432-268-8353

refrigerater
$225/mo
Call

1408 Donley
Extra clean fum
1 bdr. apt
Water & Gas paid
$300/mo.,$150/dep
Sorry, no pets
432-263-4922

1514 E. Hwy 350. Large
building with 3 offices &
lots of stor; on fenced
4 acre lot g%eSO/mo plus
dep. Westex Auto Parts,
Inc. 432-263-5000

2, & 3BDRM
Houses for Rent
CH/A. No Pets. No
HUD
432-263-5818 or
213-0820

2 bdr. 1 bath, 1524 E.
17th. CH/A, fenced
backyard. $350/mo
$300/dep Call
432-267-4090 or
213-3864

2411 Morrnison. 3BR, 2
bath. CH/A. Stove,
refrigerator, washer &
dryer, microwave
$500/mo. $250/dep. Call
Tom, 978-869-6911

ANTIQUES FENCES HOME INTERNET m RENTALS SIDING
IMPROVEMENT SERVICE

days to run ad and what you want
k the ad to say.

Holiday Special
10 Lines 7 Days

HALF PRICE
THAT’'S ONLY

Q3qpo

PRIVATE PARTY ONLY
NO REFUNDS

EXPIRES 12/31/03

.

FOR SUNDAY: NOON FRIDAY
SUNDAY TOO LATES 4:30 FRI.
FOR MONDAY: 4 PM FRIDAY
MONDAY TOO LATES 8 AM-MON.
FOR TUESDAY-FRIDAY
NOON THE DAY BEFORE
TOO LATES
BY 8:00 AM THE DAY THE AD RUNS

SPRING CITY
AUCTION
2611 W. Hwy 80
432-263-1831
Big Spring’s #1
Auction Company
Always Accepting
Consignments
Join The Fun
Thursday Nights
Scott Emerson
TXS15051

B & M FENCE

All types of
Fences & Repairs.
Free Estimates.

Robert Marquez
Owner

432-263-1613

* e b om 1998

k NO ADS TAKEN AFTER 4:30 PM

J

APPLIANCE HOME
REPAIR IMPROVEMENT

\-2-7
Service

Air Condiion &
Heating Service
washers & dryers

ranges, refngerators
dishwashers
Call
432-393-5217

for appointment

25 Years Exp

CARPET
CLEANING

RS
HOME REPAIR

Remodel, Carpenter,
Painting,Plumbing,
Minor Electrical

FHEEFSTIMATES

Garage door repair,
Apphances installgd

432-816-3030

Amazing Power
Carpet
Cleaning
FREE
Carpet Audit/
Estimate
Call:

Bill & Jackie
432-263-1488
Truck Mount Unit

CLEANING
SERVICE

Will Clean
Your
Home or
'Office.
For more
information
Call Sandy
or Jesse
263-2377

ATTENTION
» THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful
Ipemdﬂonnaﬂonmal

wil mv ad. Aﬁer
2 you check

ho and
if errors have been
made we will gladly
correct the ad and run it
e loral chorge. ¥ you
. Iif your

adls not

meet our standards of

Speedy
Conatruction

-24 Hour-
Residential &
Commercial

Ceramic Tiles,
Cabinets, Drywall,
Textures, Plumbing,

Electrical AC

Phone: 432-263-2911
Cell: 432-816-3832
Senior Discount

DOORS/GARAGE
DOORS
Home Repair
Carpentry
Sheet Rock
repaired/replaced
Kitchen & Bath
BOB’S
CUSTOM
WOODWORK
267-5811
400 E. 3rd

Gibbs
Remodeling

’}va home
Construction
Room Additions
Carports
Dry Wall Hanging
& Finishing
Painting Interior
& Exterinr
Wallpaper
Hanging
Ceramic Tile
Installation &
Repair
All remodel needs
of any room in
your home

Call
263-8285

Increase the
Power of your
mind.

READ!
senna HERALD

Local Unlimited
Internet Service No
Long Distance No
800 Surcharge All
services on
Internet Avaitlabie
Web Pages tor
Business &
Personal Use

(REST,

268-8800
(fax) 268-8801
We make 1t EASY
for YOU to get on
the INTERNET
BIG SPRING'S
PATH TO THE
INFORMATION
HIGHWAY!!

LANDSCAPING

LEE’s
LANDSCAPING

Mowing
Tree Trimming
Lawn Work
Hydro Mulching
Fertilizing

Call

432-263-1456

LAWN CARE

MOWING, TILLING,
HAULING,
TREE TRIMMING,
CLEAN STORAGE
SHEDS
AND
ODD JOBS

CALL
432-267-5460

LEAVE MESSAGE

BUY-SELL*TRADE
In the
Big Spring Herald
Classifieds

263-7331

HOMEOWNERS
LOOK!!
BUILDER'S
SPECIAL
TRUCKLOAD
TREES
Dehivered. Planted
and Guaranteed'
DECKER
FARM SUPPLY
& NURSERY

432-756-3444

DONT LET
SOMEONE
MAKE YOUR
DECISIONS
FOR YOU.

VOTE!

PLUMBING

Frank’s Back!
Call Frank's
Plumbing,
Heating & AC

432-267-8578
432-270-8461

Frank Clark
Master Plbg 9863
A/C TACLB00321E

VENTURA FOUR '
COMPANY SEASONS
432-267-2655 Insulation &
Houses Siding .
duplexs Big Spring's
be;- 2,3 OLDEST
For rent / salle. LOCALLY OWNED
410 Dallas Insulation &
905 E. 15th Siding Company
710 E. 18th 432-264-8610
ROOFING TREE TRIMMING
FULLMOON LUPE’S TREE
ROOFING,INC. TRIMMING
Vot 1
R More than 20 years
of experience. Stump
grinder available.
i For Tree Trimming
Fl;l;li:‘STﬂ\:ATm and removal.
0 Money down <
COMPETITIVE. Call Lupe
PRICES 432-267-8317

432-267-5478

432-268-9841

PALACIOS
ROOFING & HOME
IMPROVEMENT

Roofs, Room
Additions, Ceramic
Tile, Fences, Painting
Insured & Bonded

Home Phone#
432-263-5430
Cell#
432-213-0363

JOHNNY
FLORES
ROOFING
Shingles, hand nailed
Hot Tar & Gravel.
All types of repairs.
Work guaranteed!!
Specialized Hot
Tar Roofs
Free I'llétmltes

Surrounding Areas
267-1110

WEED CONTROL

SOUTHWESTERN
A-1 PEST
CONTROL

Since 1954

263-6514
2008 Birdwell Lane
"Max F. Moore

www.swalpc.com
| mm @swaloc.com

We Can Save
You Money By
Advertising Your
Business In Our
Professional
Service Directory!
Call
263-7331
for more
information.

wmm
432-267- 3841
270-7309

pls ‘1
Call 432-26 -384
270-7309 )

3709 Dixon. C
bdr. 2bath [

& rr “‘w
lem ;u $475/mon

$200/dep.  Cal
432-267-1543 .

3BR, 1 bath. 130
Colby. No pets. Cal
432-267-3841 . 0
270-7309

$50 MOVE-IN
- n. . IO
One and Two Bedroom
Apartment home
available.
Starting from $335.00
per month

*FREE CABLE
*On site Laundry
Facilities
*Covered Picnic area
with BBQ Grills
*Playground for the Kids
‘Central Air & Heat

SUNSET RIDGE APTS
2911 W. HWY 80
432-263-2292

900 Scu
3 Bdr, 1 bath, CHA,
Washer/dryer hookups.
Appliances fumished.
213-2681

Clean 1 br. furnished
upstairs apartment
$240. Water paid. $100.
dep. 432-267-1333,
466-1561

Executive 3 Bedroom, 1
1/2 bath. 2 car garage
Great location. $850/
mo. Call 432-263-2382

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

$1,000 Total Move

in Cost
On each remaining 3
New homes on 1300
Block of Marijo
Reasonably good credit
required, Down
payment assistance and
lowered interest rates to
Qualified Buyer. No

Payments till Feb. 2004
Call now 432-520-9848
Cameo Investments Inc

2908 Cherokee. 2
Bedroom arage
fenced yard. $12.000
No Owner Finance
432-267-6667

Barcelona
Apartments
@  “Call For
Move-In .\‘pcrial{"G

All Bills Paid

b LOVELY
hy| NEIGHBORHOOD

}. COMPLEN 01
[} )
N ool e
8] Swimming Pool g
b.i "
}.{ Carports, ;.
;.4 Most Utilities g
\|
* P,,ll\'. ’
b te!

}.{ Senior Citizen

)
:.1 Discounts, ’
}:( | & 2 Bedrooms :{
}.: &

(8 1 or2Baths .
h{  Unfurnished
Q

}:¢ KENTWOOD
}.4 APARTMENTS

t 25th Street

{ 1904 F

0 267-5444
SR A H
N 263-5000

HILLSI

Homes |\

2-3-4-5
Rent - Rent-to

Swimming Po
24 Hour |

2501 Fairctk

The Big ¢

All or parts
Colby, Fist
Monmot

Bi(
SPRIN(

710 Scurry



http://www.bigsprin9haraid.com
http://www.swalpc.com

Stanford. No pets.
432-207-3841 or
iﬁdmﬂléu

Caﬂ 432-26
mms

bdr 2 bath 2
&rr “‘m
$200/dep Call
432-267-1543 b

3BR, 1 bath, 1307
Colby. No pets. Call
432-267-3841 or
270-7309

$50 MOVE-IN

One and Two Bedroom
Apartment home
available.
Starting from $335.00
per month

*FREE CABLE
*On site Laundry
Facilities
*Covered Picnic area
with BBQ Grills
Pla ground for the Kids

entral Air & Heat

SUNSET RIDGE APTS
2911 W. HWY 80
432 26}2292

900 Scu
3 Bdr, 1 bath, CHA,
Washer/dryer hookups.
Appliances fumished.
213-2681

Clean 1 br. furnished
upstairs apartment
$240. Water paid. $100
dep. 432-267-1333,
466-1561

Executive 3 Bedroom, 1
1/2 bath. 2 car garage
Great location. $850/
mo. Call 432-263-2382

REAL ESTATE
FOR SALE

$1,000 Total Move

in Cost
On each remaining 3
New homes on 1300
Block of Marijo
Reasonably good credit
required, Down
payment assistance and
lowered interest rates to
Qualified Buyer. No
Payments till Feb. 2004

Call now 432-520-9848
Cameo Investments Inc

2908 Cherokee. 2
Bedroom arage,
fenced yard. $12.000
No Owner Finance
432-267-6667

Barcelona
Apartments
@  “Call For
Move-In Spe(‘ial.f.;'u

All Bills Paid

COMPLEN

Swimming Pool
Carports,
Most Utilitic
Paid,
Senior Citizen
Discounts,

1 & 2 Bedrooms
(&

|'nruln|\hu1 Z
| KENTWOOD
APARTMENTS

1904 Fast

25th Street

267-5444

710 Scurry

.
Cah Price 84,90
sa.mes for 84
*

N

>

bdrm 1 bath. Nic

for oin m-m
m%&,

For Sale: 2 story, 35000
M wmu ideal
for Doctor's Office. Call
432-267-3126.

F
um

Lowdownm!.

Lake Thomas House
For Sale: 2 Stor
w/balcony 2 bdrm 1 1
bath. Call 325-207-3372

New Construction
Open House. Sat.- Sun.
1-6 pm. or any time by
appt. 1308 Marijo. Call
432-520-9848.

Owner Finance

Low Down Payment

No Credit Check
3 /1,107 Miller B,
Coahoma
2/1,1211 Lloyd,
Big Spring
41, 3215 Aubum,

Sprin
472, 15&) 11th gl.ce
Big Sgring
Call
(432)631-5468
(432)570-8178

MISCELLANEOUS

For Sale, Intet 2.2 GHz
2 - 80 MByte Hard
Drives, 1.0 GByte of
memory, Rambus
400MHz. NVidia Video
Card w/128 MByte of
Memory, DVD & CD
Writer and Reader
(HP), DVD & CD
Reader (Plextor). LCD
17" monitor, 250 Watt
5 1 Dolby 5 speaker set,
modem, 10/100 ethernet
card many more
option MS
Keyboard/’MS Optical
mouse. Window Prof
XP installed. $1,500
263-3519

Rodgers Drum set
$300. Call after 5:00
p.m. 432-267-2941 or
daytime 432-213-1363

NATIONAL
ADVERTISING
W “*GOV'T POSTAL
JOBS"
PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENT
USPS15LD
UP TO $29.16 PER
HOUR FREE
CALUAPPLICATION
INFORMATION. NOW
HIRING 2003!

FEDERAL HIRE-FULL
PAID

BENEFITS,
TRAINING
1-80-892-5549 EXT.95

® ""U.S. POSTAL
JOBS**
PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENT
USPS15LD
UP TO $29.16 PER
HOUR FREE
CALUAPPLICATION
INFORMATION. NOW
HIRING 2003!
FEDERAL HIRE-FULL
BENEFITS PAID
TRAINING
1-80-892-5144 EXT.94

HILLSIDE PROPERTIES

Homes With Alarm Systems
2-3-4 -5, Even 6 Bedrooms Available
Rent - Rent-to-Own or Buy With Owner Financing

Swimming Pool - Basketball & Volleyball Courts
24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
2501 Fairchild @ Phone 263-3461

B\ ——

W

The Big Spring Herald has the following
carrier routes open:

Route 385

All or parts of E. 16th, Baylor, Birdwell Lane,
Colby, Fisher, FM 700, Grafa, E. Marcy Dr.,
Monmouth, Phillips Rd., Robb Dr., and

Virginia Ave.

m'ﬂR'NG :

Contact Angie at

(432) 263-7331

you are unfamiliar,
call the National
Business Bureau
at 703-276-0100 or visit
www.bbb.org

experience. Run 48
states. Good driving
record. Call Gerald
King, 394-4037 after
5:00.

Found 2 male dog's
around Lomax & Elbow
area. Call 432-398-5252

0 identify

Penb:ook Suoet Odas;a ™
79762, is applying to the
Railroad Commission of Texas
for a permit to inject fiuid into a
formation that is productive of
oil or gas. The applicant
proposes to inyect fiuid. into the
Yates and Grayburg/San
Andres formations, S.T. Eason
“A” Lease. Well No. 1. This well
1s a vertical produced water
disposal well. The well 1s located
four miles West from. Forsan,
Texas, in the Howard
Glasscock Field in Howard
County, Texas. Fluid will be
injected into the subsurface
depth interval of 1300' -2360
LEGAL AUTHORITY:

Chapter 27 of the Texas Water
Code, as amended. Title 3 of
the Natural Resources Code. as
amended, and the Statewide
Rules of the Oil and Gas
Division of the Railroad
Commission of Texas
Requests for a public hearing
from persons who can show
they are adversely affected, or
requests for further nformation
concerning any aspect of the
application, should be
submitted, in writing, within
fitteen days of publication. to
the Environmental Services
Division, Oil and Gas Diwision
Rairoad Commussion of Texas
P O Drawer 12967 Capttol
Station. Austin, TX 78711
(Telephone (512) 463-6792)
#4070 December 23, 2003

ATTENTION
<» THE BIG SPRING
HERALD
APPRECIATES
YOUR BUSINESS

Here are some helpful
tips and information that
will help you when
placing your ad. After
your ad has been
published the first dal
we suggest you chec
the ad for mistakes and
if errors have been
made we will gladly
correct the ad run it
again for you at no at no
additional charge. If your
ad is advertently not
printed your advance
yment will cheerfully
gg refunded and the
newspaper's liability
will be for only the
amount actually
received for publication
of the advertisement.
We reserve the right to
edit or reject any ad for
publication that s not
meet our standards of

acceptance.

DONT LET
SOMEONE
MAKE YOUR
DECISIONS
FOR YOU.

VOTE!

~

i

NOW

%M% 2yrs.

emphasis
on the qual-
ities of

Capricorn
holds near
::d dear,

e  most ~
prevalent JoyeeJillson
of which is ™EEEE————
a simple matter of
respect. Give it where it's

due, and you’ll have no
problem getting it. Don't
give it, and you’ll be
craving it, never satisfied
that you've had enough.
ARIES (March 21-April
19). It's apparent —we
must stick together for
progress to be made.
Bond through shared
interests, especially cere-
bral ones. The excite-
ment of new romance is
featured. Tonight, dis-
agreeing relatives decide
to communicate.
TAURUS (April 20-May
20). One innovative idea
will bring dollars to you.
But which one? Look
deep down in your soul,
and make a decision —
except don’t try this in
the morning when every-
thing will be fuzzy. A for-
mer love is on your mind

tonight.
GEMINI (May 21-June
21). Boundary issues

don’t have to upset your
life. Instead of acting on
a whim, ask the opinion
of someone who has been
in your shoes. Problems,
even persistent ones, will
be sorted out in due time.

CANCER (June 22-July
22). Health tip: It's easy
to slip up, but that’s only

you don't stand up for
yourself.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22),
Life on the other side of
the fence looks better
than it really is — stop
worrying about what oth-
ers are doing, and find
out what pleases you.
Leave decisions to their
rightful owners.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22). You may feel you are
between a rock and a
hard place in a family
matter — resolution is
just around the corner.
Keep being open to
things turning out differ-
ently than the picture
you've got in your head,
which is limiting.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
23). Important business'is
placed under your supet-
vision, but you’re up to
it. Your best problem-
solving ideas come in the
morning. Stretch to
accommodate ever-
changing times, and earn
extraordinary pay for
ordinary work.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov.
21). Minor setback leads
to a major breakthrough.
Your new strategy will
work. The stars for
finance are especially
tricky. Your boldest
moves are rewarded.
Share your work with as
many as you possibly
can.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21). You’'ll be
introduced to circus life:
Everyone is running
around with different
agendas, and you are the

pe

. ringmaster. If you
sort through the
sion, you’ll find t.lmt
friends really do con-
tribute worthwhile ideas.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19). Work om, the
important, = but \not
urgent, items. Be
the beck and cal of
“emergency” stuff is a
good way to become
exhausted. Some things
marked “urgent” are
really distractions from
what’s truly important to
you.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18). Some situations
are designed to stress
you out. Those are easily
avoidable, though. Plan
to leave the house earli-
er, and make sure you
have enough cash in
your wallet and gas in
your car. Staying calm is
a choice.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20). Gifts, bonuses and
surprise invitations are
featured, along with the
rare chance to mingle in
the winning circle. Put
yourself in new environ-
ments — the health club,
a new art exhibit or a
computer class. This
leads to love.

WHEN THE
YEAR SMILES
AMBITIOUS

NEW
ON
SOULS,

HERE'S HOW TO TAP .

INTO YOUR INNER GO-
GETTER: The coming
year is the kind of year
that helps those who help
themselves. Luck will
strike the moving target
most often. But each sign
fuels up in a different

way. Where will you get.

your motivation in 2004?
ARIES: While others are
trying to get more ener-
gy, you weren’'t even

aware there was a short-
age. You've always got
that plugged-in feeling,
as if you'll never tire as
long as you're on track.
So stay on track! The
trouble is, you get such a

. hit off the beginning

stages of a project that
it’s hard to duplicate the
excitement in the middle
and end stages. Stick to
the plan! Finish! The
rewards come at the end.
TAURUS: You're an
expert at breaking pro-
jects down into chunks, a
very valuable skill. There
always seems to be
enough fuel to get to the
next checkpoint, then the
next, then the next, as
long as you keep each
task reasonable and
doable. To ensure that
your efforts arern’t wast-
ed, however, enlist a
long-range thinker to
help you with a business
plan. Meet with this per-
son often along the way.
(It could be a Capricorn

or Pisces.)
CELEBRITY PRO-
FILES: Daytime 'diva

Susan Lucci has a sensi-
ble Virgo moon as well as
many planetary place-
ments that suggest a par-
ticular knack for making
money. I'm willing to bet
that she has invested
well and that her friends
come to her for stock and
investment tips before
they ask their brokers!
Capricorn folks enjoy
sharing their knowledge
with others, so long as
they are being properly
thanked and respected.

If you would like to
write to Joyce Jillson,
please go to www.cre-
ators.com
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Annie’s Mailbox ® Advice for those in need

Dear Annie: Last year,
my wife and I decided it
was time to get a larger
house. Around the same
time,my mom concluded
she should sell her home.
Since the price Mom
wanted for her place was
too good to pass up, we
agreed to buy it. After
the papers were signed,
however, Mom decided
she would simply move
to one of the upper floors
instead of moving out.

The upper floor has its
own entrance, and Mom
assured us we would live
separate lives. We could-
n't very well throw her
out of the home she'd
known for years, so we
allowed the arrangement
to stick. The problems
began when Mom started
invading our section of
the house whenever she
pleased. If the doors were
locked, she simply would
use her garage key to let
herself in through the

ANNIE’'S MAILBOX

kitchen.

Three months ago, my
wife gave birth to twins.
At that point, Mom came
into the house every half-
hour. She’d bang on the
door if it was locked. I
decided to take the
garage key away because
her behavior was so
intrusive. My wife actu-
ally had heart palpita-
tions whenever she saw
Mom coming.

Get

®Holida y

Bonus

" SELL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

By advertising your no-longer-used items in the
classifieds, you'll have extra cash to do
your own holiday shopping.

Holiday

Special

10 Lines 7 Days
HALF PRICE
NOW ONLY *30*

PRIVATE PARTY ADS ONLY. NO REFUNDS
OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/03

The Big Spring
Herald

710 Scurry *

208-7331

My main problem,
Annie, ‘is that my wife
and««mother - always
respected each other.
Now that respect is gone,
and my mother cries
about the way my wife
has “changed.” My moth-
er believes we don't let
her see the twins often
enough. She thinks she
should be downstairs
every day.

The stress level in our
home is very high right
now, and I'm stuck
between my mother and
wife. I want to protect my
wife, but I don’t want to
hurt my mother in the
process. What do I do? —
M.P.

Dear M.P.: You must
get your mother out of
the house, or sell it and
move elsewhere. Mom,
no matter how well-inten-
tioned, is going to ruin
your marriage if you
don’t create a more solid
separation between her
and the life you have
with your wife and chil-
dren. Encourage Mom to
move into a condo or
apartment where she will
have autonomy and pri-
vacy. Help her look
through the classifieds.
We know the separation
will be difficult, and yes,
Mom’s feelings will be
hurt, but it is hecessary
to do this.

Dear Annie: I read the
letter about the 14-year-
old boy who wears thong
swimsuits. I'm in my 30s,
heterosexual, and I love
to wear skimpy ‘swim-
suits at the pool and tight
leotards at the gym.
Wearing these items,
which leave little to the
imagination, enhances
my workout because it
gives me ¢xtra energy, if
you know what I mean. I

_admit I'm an exhibition-

ist, but I'm proud of my

' ody-and enjoy the atten-

tion when I see people
staring at me.

Is it wrong to dress like
this if it helps promote

the intensity of my work-
out? — Love To Be
Nearly Naked

Dear Naked: As long as '

you aren’t doing any-
thing illegal, we say,
whatever floats your
boat. Just make sure you
don’'t get too carried
away.

Dear Annie: My hus-
band is an alcoholic, and
it makes me sick to look
at him. I have gone to Al-
Anon meetings, but not
recently. I just want to
get away as fast as I can.
We have been married
for 28 years, and he has
been drunk the whole
time. I want out. My sis-
ter says I should think of
him as having cancer.
Frankly, I do not consid-
er the two things the
same. I believe he has a
choice and he chooses to
drink. What do you say?
— Landover, Md.

Dear Landover: Try Al-
Anon one more time, and
let your husband know
how close to the brink
his marriage is. He is
addicted to alcohol, and
this is not a choice he
makes freely. If Al-Anon
cannot help you work
through this, and your
husband is unwilling to

make the effort to
change, it may be time to
pack up.

Annie’s Mailbox is
written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy

Sugar, longtime editors
of the Ann Landers col-
umn. Please e-mail your
questions to anniesmail-
box@comcast.net, or
write to: Annie’s
Mailbox, P.O. Box 118190,
Chicago, IL 60611. To find
out more about Annie's
Mailbox, and read fea-
tures by other Creators
Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web
page at www.creators.
com.
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“Could | mail this follow-up letter to Santa

*INSTEAD OF THE USUAL BEDTIME STORY, HOW

in case he has a surplus of anything?”
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I TOLDJUA NOT TO
MAKE THEM HOME
IMPROV'MENTS !!

BUT, NO, YOU JEST HAD TO
PAINT THAT
PIGPEN !!
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VISIT, MOM
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This Date
In History

By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 23,
the 357th day of 2003. There
are eight days left in the
year.

Today’s
History:

On Dec. 23, 1823, the poem
“A Visit from St. Nicholas”
by Clement C. Moore was
published in the Troy (New
York) Sentinel.

On this date:

In 1783, George
Washington resigned as
commander-in-chief of the
Army and retired to his
home at Mount Vernon, Va.

In 1893, the Engelbert
Humperdinck opera
“Haensel und Gretel” was
first performed, in Weimar,
Germany.

In 1928, the National
Broadcasting Company set
up a permanent, coast-to-
coast network.

In 1941, during World War

Highlight in

II, American forces on
Wake Island surrendered to
the Japanese.

In 1948, former Japanese
premier Hideki Tojo and
six other Japanese war
leaders were executed in
Tokyo.

In 1968, 82 crew members
of the U.S. intelligence ship
Pueblo were released by
North Korea, 11 months
after they had been cap-
tured.

In 1980, a state funeral
was held in Moscow for for-
mer Premier Alexei N.
Kosygin, who had died Dec.
18 at age 76.

In 1986, the experimental
airplane Voyager, piloted
by Dick Rutan and Jeana
Yeager, completed the first
non-stop, non-refueled,
round-the-world flight as it
landed safely at Edwards

Air Force Base in
California.
In 1987, Lynette

“Squeaky” Fromme, serv-
ing a life sentence for the
attempted assassination of
President Ford in 1975,
escaped from the Alderson
Federal Prison for Women
in West Virginia. (She was

recaptured two days later.)

In 1997, a jury in Denver
convicted Terry Nichols of
involuntary manslaughter
and conspiracy for his role
in the Oklahoma City
bombing, declining to find
him guilty of murder.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor
Gerald S. O’Loughlin is 82.
Actor Ronnie Schell is 72.
Emperor Akihito of Japan
is 70. Actor Frederic
Forrest is 67. Actor James
Stacy is 67. Rock musician
Jorma Kaukonen is 63.
Rhythm and blues singer
Eugene Record (The Chi-
Lites) is 63. Actor-comedian
Harry Shearer is 60. Singer-
musician Adrian Belew is
54.
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Newsday Crossword ON THE DINER TABLE by Randall J. Hartman
Edited by Stanley Newman

ACROSS 69 Politician 11 50-50 41 Broadway show
1 __Hari Kefauver 12 Playwright about Capote
5 Saunter 70 Falco of Simon 42 Prefix for
10 Lotto relative The Sopranos 13 Anthem sphere
14 Like ___ of 71 Steak starter 45 Baseballer
bricks seasoning 18 Former Ripken
15 Formal title 72 Gathers North Carolina 47 Auction bid
16 Currier's 73 Butterfly senator 50 Thief
partner catchers 24 Current 51 Examine
17 Medicine-chest North Carolina in detail
bottle DOWN senator 52 Charles
19 Star Wars 1 PC alternatives 26 Feign feelings Lindbergh and
princess 2 Above 27 Instance Wiley Post
20 Shopping jaunt 3 Go on the 28 Civil uprisings 55 Sale condition
21 Former science road 29 Philanthropist. 56 Israeli dance
magazine 4 Actress Yale 57 Israeli airline
22 Merely Bassett 30 LAX regulator 59 “__ boy!"
23 Attomey's deg. 5 Mornings: Abbr. 31 Region of 60 Short distance
25 Rugged rock 6 Fridge jar Austria 62 Errand person
27 Best 7 Apt. listing abbr. 32 Giraffe cousin 63 Skirt opening
34 Feel badly 8 Initial offering 33 Actor Ustinov 64 Barely
35 Doin 9 More than a 37 Don't leave manages,
36 Grabs kingdom 39 Bone with “out”
38 Get dirty 10 Metric mass connector 67 Slalom curve
40 Third planet
43 Damon of 1 ]2 [3 | 8§ [6 [7 (] 10 [11 [12 1
Good Will 14 16
Hunting
44 Body of 7 19
principles 3]
46 Cookie
introduced
in 1912
48 Pod inhabitant
49 Nutcracker
sprite
53 Medicinal plant |38 40
54 “Not __ can
help it!" M
55 Throat-clearing 1) 3
sound
58 Arm: Fr.
61 Shake an
Etch-A-Sketch
65 Seafood order
66 Dairy-case
container
68 Its capital
is Teheran 1
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