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Taste of Home
tickets are
still available

The Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce
still has tickets available
for the “Taste of Home
Cooking” school resched-
uled for Tuesday, Oct. 23.

The school was origi-
nally set for Sept. 11, but
Chamber officials can-
celed the event in the
wake of the terrorist
attacks on New York and
Washington, D.C.

Tickets on sale

for Hangar 25
Pig Ball event

Tickets are available
for the Hangar 25 Air
Museum annual Pig Ball
fund-raiser : set for
Saturday pight, Oct. 25
near the air museum.

Seats are priced at $25,
$50 and $100.

year's event fea-
' nment by
Doughnut Dolls, Cindy
Nix and the Midland
/Odessa Symphony dance
band and participants are
encourage to dress in for-
mal, military mess dress
or 1940s, 50, and 60s cock-
tail attire.

For more information
contact Hangar 25 at 264-
1999.

WHAT’S UP...

TODAY

Q Senior Circle meets
at 4 p.m., at Scenic
Mountain Medical
Center. Sit and Be Fit
Chair Aerobics. People
50 and older are invited
to participate.

Q Big Spring Evening
Lions Club meets at 6:30
p.m. 1607 East Third.

Q@ DAV chapter 47
meets at 6:30 p.m. at 610
Abrams.

Q Christian Singles
Fellowship meets from 7
pm. t9 9 pm. at First
United Methodist
Church youth hall. All
singles in the community
are welcome to come for
an evening of fellowship,
food and table games.
TUESDAY

Q Intermediate Line
Dance class, 9 am.,
Senior Citizens Center.

Q Big Spring Rotary
Club meets at noon in
the Howard College
Cactus Room. °*
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" By ROGER CLINE

“Reflecti

lowing the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks

Staff Writer

“Overwhelming”
is the word Big
Spring Firefighter
Dusty Shelhamer
used to describe his
recent experiences
in New York City.

Shelhamer, 29, is
part of National
Disaster Medical
team that is helping
with the cleanup fol-

SHELHAMER

Fire Station 1.

“It was extremely overwhelmmg,
he said. “Not only from the actual
impact zone and devastation, but
the outpouring of support from the
people. The streets were just lined
with people with flags and signs. It

just lifted you up.”

on the World Trade Center towers.
Shelhamer arrived in Manhattan a
week after the attack, Sept. 18, and
was there until Oct. 6. He spoke to
members of the media Friday at

Shelhamer was reluctant to talk
about the disturbing sights he saw

a Proud Communi

in New York.

said.

 _——— -

disabled veterans.

.

WWMQMMWWMM&.M “Forget-
Me-Not Day” fundraiser for the local Disabled American Veterans' organization. Members
were out at various places In Big Spring collecting donations that will be used for local

WERALD phote/Lyndel Moody

“The enormity of it — all I had to
go on was what I saw on TV,” he
said, adding that the devastation
encompassed an area approximately
3/4 of a mile to a mile square.

“Probably about the same size as
the grounds of Howard College,” he

Instead, he preferred to focus on
the positive aspects of his trip.

“Everybody was extremely goal-
oriented. They had a one-track
mind. Everybody had a job to do
and they did it,” he said.
the things that impressed me the

RSVP’s members at work

on ‘Difference Day’ project

By LYNDEL MOODY
Staff Writer

To help victims of violent
crimes, Retired Senior
Volunteer Program mem-
bers are seeking travel size
toiletry items from the com-
munity during the month of
October.

“This year in observance
with Victim Services, we
are recognizing October as
National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month,” said
Nancy Jones of RSVP. “We
are conducting a drive to
collect travel size shampoos,
soaps, deodorant, toothpaste

and other toiletry needs to
make travel-size kits for vic-
tims of violent crimes.”

RSVP is conducting the
project for its Make a
Difference Day normally
celebrated on Oct. 27.

“We felt this is a project
we should conduct for the
whole month,” Jones said.
“We wanted time to get the
word out for people to col-
lect items.”

The collected unopened
items will be placed into a
crisis care packaged for
Victim Services use to give
to people seeking emer-
gency shelter.

“We felt this is something

Vandals create problems
at BSHS and Kentwood

By ROGER CLINE
Staff Writer

Classes are proceeding as
normal at a couple of local
schools despite weekend
vandalism.

Sometime during the
weekend, about $600 worth
of damage was done at
Kentwood Elementary
School when vandals appar-
ently threw rocks through
school windows.

“Three windows on the
east side of the building
were broken out,” Big
Spring Police Detective
Milton Horton said this
morning. “Another window
was also damaged, but it
wasn’t broken all the way
out.”

Horton said police are
investigating the incident,
but have no suspects at this
time.

Principal Wayland Pierce
said the vandalism hasn’t
disrupted classes at all.

“It's a couple of broken
windows,” he said. “We
tiped them up and every-

thing is functioning normal-
ly.”

Other vandals trying to
disrupt a homecoming
activity at Big Spring High
School Friday caused some
trouble on East 11th Place
in front of the school.

A group of students had
permission to whitewash
homecoming slogans and
designs on the street near
the school.

“When they were doing
the whitewashing, another
vehicle came up and kept
bothering the who
were auth to do the
whitewashing,” Horton
said. “They were spinning
their tires and destroying
the whitewashing they were
doing.”

Horton said the incident
led to a verbal dispute
between the parties. At one
point the whitewashers
chased the other group off,
but they later returned and
had to be told to leave by
police.

“You're always going to

See VANDALS, Page 2

we could do,” she said. “Our
age group travels extensive-
ly and is helping by collect-
ing those articles from
hotels they stay in.”

Travel-size items can be
found at local stores, Jones
said.

“These items can also be
found at stores like Wal-
Mart,” she said. “They usu-
ally run about 50 cents so
for $5 you could make a
really nice donation.”

Drop off boxes for the toi-
letry items are located at
the RSVP office, 501
Runnels in the Polly-Mays

See RSVP, Page 2

50 CENTS DAILY/$1.25 SUNDAY

‘Shelhamer says New York experiénce ‘overwhelming’

most, McDonalds and Campbell’s

Soup had tents set up for us. They
had food for us. We could just come
in and get it. We didn’t have to pay
for anything.”

He said he was very impressed by
the people. supporting the rescue
and recovery workers.

“Every time we sat down to take a

“One of

break there were people there with
a sandwich or a bottle of water.
There were massage therapists and
chiropractors to work on us and
keep us going. We had debriefings

See SHELHAMER, Page 2

Straight talk

Former television
show host to lead
Tuesday session

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Herald Correspondent

Telling it like it is.

That will be the focus dur-
ing a special event for
Howard College students on
Tuesday night.

Howard
College pre-
sents former
A B C
evening talk
show host
E11en
Gootblatt
Tuesday at 6
p.m. in a
special pre-
sentation of
"Straight Talk for Straight

Forward Relationships,” in
the. Fireplace Room of the
Dora Roberts Student Union
Building.

"This will truly be a treat
for our students, and the
public is invited as well.
There is no charge, and we
encourage anyone to
attend,” said Javier Flores,
dean of students and stu-
dent government sponsor
for Howard College.

Flores said Gootblatt was
a speaker for the state SGA
convention in April, and
came highly recommended
by Howard College's current
SGA president, Deidre Hirt.

"Deidre said the message
Mrs. Gootblatt offers is very
powerful and the informa-
tion she provides is some-
thing we want to provide on
this campus,” Flores
explained

“Several of our students
attended that convention,
and all were impressed
with Mrs. Gootblatt's speech
and asked that we bring her
to Howard College,” he
added.

Gootblatt hosted the ABC
talk show "Getting Together

With Ellen Gootblatt®" that
allowed her to interview
such celebrities such as
Lucille Ball, Steve Allen,
Valerie Harper, George
Carlin, Patricia Neal, David
Brenner and Kris
Kristofferson.

"Her message is primarily
about relationships, and
focuses on the experience
she has had in her life,~
Flores said.

Gootblatt has published
two books on relationships.
her most recent work,
"Meeting, Dating, Relating
and Mating: 250 Important
Questions To Ask Before
You Go Any Further In A
Relationship” answers spe-
cific questions important to
a meaningful relationship.

According to a press
release, Gootblatt's newest
work deals with each stage
of a relationship, and pro-
vides pointed questions that
are profound, practical,
serious, funny and thought-
ful

"The premise of this book
is that there are no wrong
answers, there are only
answers that choose not to
be given which can speak
volumes in and of itself,” the
release states

Gootblatt lectures about
family relationships, sib-
lings, friendships, careers,
values, morals and ethics
She provides insight into
quality of life 1ssues, and
relationships that directly
impact an individual's life,
Flores said

"This will be a treat for
Howard College and for our
community We invite
everyone to attend,” he said

For more information con-
cerning Tuesday night's
program, interested persons
can contact Flores by call-
ing Howard College Student
Services at 264-5028

WMmuusmmmmmnmmou
Sore Mead Trade Days Saturday while Sheri Brown signs her name on the patriotic ban-
ner. Around 30,000 attended the weekend festival.




OBITUARIES

Eugene G.

(Gene) Helms
Eugene G. (Gene) Helms,
78, of Big Spring, died on
Saturday. Oct. 13, 2001. in a
local nursing
home. Funeral E

services will
be at 4 p.m.
Wednesday,
Oct. 17, at the
First Baptist
Church with
the Rev.
D e nnisks
Teeters, pas-
tor. officiating, assisted by
Jerrod Helms. Interment
will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

He was born on Jan. 10,
1923, in Detroit Lakes,
Minn. and married Anna
Slinkard on Oct. 11, 1944, in
Grand Junction, Colo. She
preceded him in death on
Sept. 22, 2001.

He was a member of the
First Baptist Church and
was also a member of the
Masons and Gideons
International in Grand
Junction, Colo. Gene was a
staff sergeant during World
War Il and served in the
European Theatre.

Survivors include one son
and daughter-in-law, Dick
and Connie Helms of Big
Spring; one daughter and
son-in-law, Beccie and
Bruce Helsley of Big
Spring; one brother,
Dewayne Helms of St. Paul,
Minn.; one sister. Bonnie
Gordon: five grandchildren;
Jason Helms and wife.
Nicki. Jerrod Helms. James
Helms, Chelsea Helslev and
Cristina Helsley.

The familv suggests
memorials be made to
Circle 6 Ranch. P.O. Box
976, Stanton 79720 or
Gideons International. Big
Spring Camp 4206, P.O. Box
133. Big Spring 79721-0133.

The family will receive
friends from 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. Tuesday at the funeral
home.

Arrangements are under
the direction of Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Funeral

Home. www.npwelch.com
Paid obuuary

Harold Cochran

Funeral service for
Harold Cochran, 66, of Big
Spring, 1s pending with
Nalley-Pickle & Welch
Funeral Home. Mr.
Cochian died Saturday,
Oct. 13, 2001.

Pearl Keathleg |

Funeral service for
Keathley, 91, of Big Spring,
is pending with Myers &
Smith Funeral Home. Mrs.
Keathley died Sunday, Oct.
14, 2001, at her home.

MYERS & SMITH

- FUNERAL HHOME
& CHAPEL

241h & Joluwon

2678288

Pearl Keathley, 91, died
Sunday. Services are
pending.

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH

Funeral Home
Trinity Memorial Park
and Crematory
' 906 Gregg St.
(915) 267-6331

Eugene G. (Gene)
Helms, 78, died Saturddy.
Services will be 4:00 PM
Wednesday at First
Baptist Church. Interment
will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

i Harold Cochran, 66,
Hied Saturday. Services
pre pending.
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have some kids get out and

try to have some fun,” Big
Spring High School princi-
pal Mike Ritchey said this
morning. “We were disap-
pointed that some of our
students got into some
things that weren’t school-
related, but as far as put a
damper on it, no.
Homecoming was still a suc-
cess.”

RSVP

<“Continued from Page 1

Annex; the Big Spring Area
Chamber of Commerce; 215
W. Third St., and at St.

Mary’s Episcopal
Retirement Home Inc.,
Canterbury North and

South, 1700 Lancaster St.

“If anyone would like to
have a drop off box, please
call us,” Jones said.

To contact Jones call 264-
2397.

RSVP volunteers will
gather the items for the cri-
sis care packets and will
sort the articles into indi-
vidual bags.

Also during the month of
October, RSVP is the drop
off location for old, used,
workable cell phones for the
Victim Service cell phone
drive.

The cell-phones will be
refitted by Wes-Tex Telecom
for making 911 calls only
and will be given to people
who are in a domestic abuse
situation.

Other drop off places for
the the cell phone project
include, the Big Spring
Police Department, 400 E.
Fourth; the Howard County
Sheriff's Office, 300 S. Main;

KBST, 608 Johnson;
Sparenberg Building. 309 S.
Main: and West-Tex

Telecom, 711 Scurry.

SHELHAMER_

Continued from Page 1

every day. At the end of
each day we-had to sit down
and ' talk ‘about the day's
events.” ,

Shelhamer thanked Fire
Chief Brian Jensen, Fire
Marshal Carl Condray and
the men and women of the
Big Spring Fire Department
for making his experience
possible.

“l can’t stress enough the
importance of the firefight-
ers back home.” he said.
“Thev're the unsung heroes
in all this. ] get to talk to the
media and get all the glory,
but somebody has to do my
job while I'm gone. There's
not a single one of them that
wouldn’'t do what I do.”

Shelhamer has put his
name on a rotation list to
return for another tour of
duty in New York.

“They’'ve scheduled rota-
tions all the way through
for a complete year,” he
said. “I've put in to rotate
back in and help.
Eventually we're going to
whittle this thing down to
where the city of New York
can handle it and then they
won't need our help.”

A member of the disaster
medical team for six years,
Shelhamer also participated
in relief efforts after the
Houston flooding earlier
this year, and in cleanup
following tropical storms
George and Bret.

Polaroid’s
fortunes rose
with Land, but

fell under
burden of debt

BOSTON (AP) — Edwin
Land’s Polaroid Corp. was a
fantastical laboratory spew-
ing out gadgets consumers
loved: most famously, its
namesake cameras whose
instant prints began to
develop as soon as they saw
light.

The cameras didn't
always make a profit, but
the film did. Consumers
filled their albums with
Polaroid prints from back-
yard barbecues and chil-
dren’s birthday parties.

Land, a Harvard dropout
with a wide-ranging genius
in chemistry, optics, and
engineering, built the com-
pany into a multibillion
dollar enterprise before

\

«

retiring in 19832.

But over the next two
decades its business disin-
tegrated. The company ran
up hundreds of millions of
dollars in debt defending a
takeover attempt in the
1980s.

Analysts say the company
waited too long to develop
new digital technology. And
while it continued to sell
instant cameras — a record
13.1 million last year — it
was weighed down by too
many employees.

On Friday Cambridge,
Mass.-based Polaroid filed
for voluntary Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection. It
said it would continue oper-
ations but ‘‘accelerate’’
efforts to sell the company.

Polaroid isn’t dead. Its
instant camera business
and some of its new tech-
nology are considered
promising and could be of
interest to other companies
like Olympus or Canon Inc.

But the filing cemented
the failure of chief execu-
tive officer Gary T.
DiCamillo’s plan to turn a
profit on lower revenues by
slashing costs. Polaroid had
already laid off about 3,000
workers, or a third of its
work force, this year.

The final blow appeared
to be the Sept. 11 attacks.
“Despite our best efforts to
stabilize revenue, reduce
costs and maximize cash
flow, the company’s finan-
cial condition deteriorated
in recent weeks,”’
DiCamillo said Friday. The
company'’s debt now totals
$950 million.

Land would be devastated
by news of the bankruptcy,
said Peter Wensberg, who
wrote a biography of the
company'’s founder. Land
led Polaroid’s research
before his retiring in 1982
and he held more American
patents than anyone, save
Thomas Edison, Wensberg
said.

Land founded Polaroid in
1937, focusing on sunglasses
and other technologies to
polarize light. During
World War II, Polaroid’s
attention turned to optics
and ranging devices for the
military. Only after the war
did Land find his true call-
ing: photographic devices.

He introduced his first
instant imaging system in
1947. A year later. the com-
pany introduced its first
camera and film, retailing
it in Boston for $89.50.

The company'’s glory days
lasted from the 1950s
through the 1970s. with the
peak in 1972 with SX-70, the
first camera to spit out a
self-developing print.

‘““He and the company
totally reinvented the pho-
tographic process,"”’
Wensberg said. ¢

The cameras sold for $100,
but dealers reported getting
three and four times that,
Wensberg recalled. A trade
magazine showed a picture
of one Florida dealer
aboard a new cabin cruiser
with the name SX-70 print-
ed across the stern.

In 1991, the year Land
died, Polaroid received $925
million from Eastman
Kodak Co. to settle a patent
infringement suit. But
instead of paying down
debt, it spent the windfall
to develop a new type of
film and an instant camera,
the Captiva.

The real problem, though,
was management, humer-
ous analysts have said. The
company has been spending
37 percent of its sales on
administrative costs,
Yannas said, compared to
21 percent at competitor
Kodak. In 1998, it had over
1,000 employees managing
the bulk of its business
with mass merchants.

“That’s a hell of a lot for
20 accounts doing 70 per-
cent of your business,”’
Yannas said. ‘‘That’s

crazy.”
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Britain honors
New York City
Mayor Rudolph

Giuliani
with knighthood
NEW YORK (AP) —

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
received an honorary
knighthood Monday from
Queen Elizabeth II for his
“outstanding help and sup-
port to the bereaved British
families in New York."”

The queen also conferred
honorary titles -
Commander of the Most
Excellent Order of the
British Empire — on the
city’s police and fire com-
missioners.

The titles were
announced during a City
Hall visit by the queen’s
son, Prince Andrew, the
Duke of York.

Giuliani, who was named
Knight Commander of Most
Excellent Order of the
British Empire, does not
get the right to call himself
“Sir Rudolph.” He can put
the initials “K.B.E."” after
his name.

Police Commissioner
Bernard Kerik and Fire
Commissioner Thomas Von
Essen can use the initials
“C.B.E."”

The announcement
included a statement from
British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, who said
Giuliani “‘provided heroic
leadership of the City of
New York in the aftermath
of the terrorist attacks on
the World Trade Center."”

Kerik was honored for
“remarkable dedication and
professionalism in assisting
the relatives of British vic-
tims.” Von Essen was cited
for “‘remarkable dedication
and professionalism in
attempting to save the lives
of British nationals.’; ;v

Up ta 200 Britons are,list;.

ed as missing or Killed in,

the Sept. 11 attacks.

Others who have been
named honorary Knight
Commanders include for-
mer Presidents Bush and
Reagan, Secretary of State
Colin Powell and Bob Hope.

BRIEFS

55 ALIVE/MATURE
DEFENSIVE Driving
Class, will be held on Oct.
15 and 16 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at the Senior Citizen
Center.

This class is taught by
certified instructors. Those
who particvcipate in the
classes must attend both
days. The cost is $10. To
preregister please call 267-
1628.

THE NEWLY FORMING
COAHOMA Park
Improvement Committee is
looking for citizens interest-
ed in improving the city
park. Our first meeting will
be Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the
Coahoma community
Center.

For more information call
Irene at 394-4424.

SPRING TABERNACLE
CHURCH, 1209 Wright, has
free food for the area needy
from 10 a.m. to noon every
Thursday.

BIG SPRING AND SUR-
ROUNDING counties are
in critical need of foster

TAKE TIME OUT FOR
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families. Foster parents are
the caretakers of the chil-
dren in the community who
have been abused and
neglected.

For more information on
becoming foster/adoptive
families call Children’s
Protective Services office at
263-9669 or 1-800-233-3405.

THE MOBILE MEALS
PROGRAM, which delivers
to the elderly and home-
bound, needs volunteers to
deliver meals.

If you can spare one hour
per week to deliver eight or
10 meals, we need you.

About 85 to 90 meals are
prepared, packaged and
delivered within the city
limits of Big Spring. If you
can volunteer, please call
263-4016 before 3 p.m.

BIG SPRING CHAPTER
OF Credit Unions will
accept any donations to be
forwarded to the White
House for the Relief Fund.

This service is being pro-
vided by all eight area cred-
it unions in response to
President Bush's request for
every child to donate a dol-
lar.

SurPORT GROUPS

TODAY

*TOPS Club (take off
pounds sensibly). weigh-in
5 p.m. and meeting at 6
p.m.. Dora roberts
Rehabilitation Center, 306
West Third.

*Project Freedom,
Christian support group for
survivors of physical/emo-
tional/sexual and/or spiritu-
al abuse. Call 263-5140 or
263-2241 for dates/times of
upcoming groups.

*Narcotics Anonymous, 7
p.m.. St. Mary's Episcopal
Church. 1001 Goliad. Qpen
to all substance abusers.

*Encourager's .S ort
Group (All widows and wid-
owers are invitedauill meet
Monday at 6 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church at
Seventh and Runnels (enter
through the North door).
Bring a covered dish. For
more information call 398-
5622.

TUESDAY

« Caregivers Night Out,
meets everv fourth Tuesday
every other month from 6 -
7:30 p.m. at Community
Care Hospice.

*Gamblers Anonymous. 7
p.m., St. Stephen's Catholic
Church, room. 1, 4601
Neeley, Midland. Call 263-
8920.

*Alcoholics Anonymous,
615 Settles, noon open meet-
ing and 8 p.m. 12 and 12
study.

WEDNESDAY

»Gamblers Anonymous, 7
p.m.. St. Stephen's Catholic
Church, room 1, 4601

Neeley, Midland. Call 263-
8920.

*Alcoholics Anonymous,
615 Settles, noon open meet-
ing and 8 p.m. 12 and 12
study.

eNarcotics Anonymous, 7
p.m., St. Mary's Episcopal
Church, 1001 Goliad. Open
to all substance abusers.

FIRE/EMS

The following is a summary
of the Big Spring Fire
Department and EMS:

ALLAN’S
FURNITURE

100 Miles Free Delivery
202 Scwxrry  PH. 267-6278
Big Spring, Texas

1:45 a.m. — 1200 block of
East 17th, trauma call, one
patient transported to
Scenic Mountain Medical
Center,

2:43 p.m. — 900 block of
Goliad, trauma call, one
patient transported to
SMMC.

4:34 p.m. — 1600 block of
Lark, trauma call, one
patient transported to
SMMC. T g

POLICE

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the
following activity from 8
a.m. Thursday until 8a.m.
today:

« ELIAS SHAWN BIHL,
28, of 1209 E. 17th St., was
arrested for assault class
c/family violence and for
revocation of parole.

« JOHNNY LEE
JUAREZ, 19, of 538
Westover was arrested for
local warrants.

« ASSAULT CLASSC
was reported in the 1200
block of West 17th Street.

* DISTURBANCE/FIGHT
was reported in the 1900
block of Winston, the 1200
block of Gregg and the 300
block of Tulane Road.

* MINOR ACCIDENT
was reported in the 1600
block of South Gregg and
the 700 block of West
Interstate 20.

* DOMESTIC DISTUR-
BANCE was reported in
the 400 block of Young, the
area of Hilltop and
Birdwell, the 100 block of
East 24th Street, the 1200
block of East 17th Street
and twice in the 2900 block
of West Highway 80.

* LOUD PARTY/NOISE .
was arrested in the 800
block of West Ninth Street,
the 1700 block of Morrison,
the 1200 block of West
Second Street, the 2500
block of Dow, the 1500 block
of Oriole; the 1600 block bf '
Bluebird, twice in the 15007
block of Kentucky Was and |
twice in the 500 block of
Westover.

* CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
was reported

- At Kentwood
Elementary School in the
2500 block of Merrily Drive.
About $600 worth of damage
was reported to have been
done to the school.

- In the 3200 block of
Duke. No other details dre
available.

* THEFT was reported in
the 2000 block of South
Johnson. About $500 in
cash was reported stolen
from the location.

« SHOTS FIRED was
reported in the 300 block of
Tulane.

e BURGLARYOF A
VEHICLE was reported in
the 1900 block of South
Runnels. About $75 worth
of items was stolen from
three cars left unlocked at
the location.

RECORDS

Sunday's high 86
Sunday's low 56

Record high 95 in 1917
Record low 34 in 1949
Average high 78
Average low 51

Precip. Sunday 0.00
Month to date 0.05

Year to date 8.92

Sunrise Tyesday 7:51 a.m.
Sunset Tuesday 7:12 p.m.
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m?nﬂom pts continued sift-
lng tln‘ouxb Tubble from violent storms that

destroyed or damaged hundreds of South Texas homes
and businesses.

Schools in Hondo and nearby D’Hanis were closed on
Monday. Only about half of Hondo residents had water
service, but they were warned not to drink it because
authoritiu feared supplies had become contaminated.

More than 40 people sought treatment at a local hospi-
tal after Friday night’s storms, with a few hospitalized in
San Antonio.

About 40 mobile homes were destroyed along with four
other buildings, and 71 more were heavily damaged.
Nearly 300 buildings need new roofs, while 104 others
sustained light shingle damage. Thirty additional struc-
tures had minor damage, such as broken windows.

The destruction was part of a series of tornadic thun-
derstorms that raced across the state, triggered by a cold
front and upper-level low pressure system. Seven homes
were destroyed and 68 were damaged in Wise County.
Four businesses and a government building were
destroyed, while 18 more structures were damaged.

Two people were reported injured, one in Decatur and
another in Paradise.

Twisters reportedly touched down at the Colony and in
McKinney, and near Valley Mills.

Fermin Romero of Hondo broke his collarbone, verte-
brae, shoulder, an elbow and six ribs. Romero rode the
storm out with his wife, Sara Coronado, and five other
family members, inside their mobile home about 10:30
p-m. Friday, protected by a sofa and a mattress. Winds
tore the building from its foundation.

Hispanic recruits make new Army

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — An Army campaign to increase
the number of Hispanics in uniform includes a proposal
for Spanish-language testing that could be expanded
nationwide.

Military recruiters early next year plan to give the tests
in San Antonio and elsewhere, with 400 recruits chosen
for the Foreign Language Recruiting Initiative to then
study English for up to seven months at the Defense
Language Institute at Lackland Air Force Base.

It's part of a two-year pilot program in which recruits
would then take a standard entrance exam in English.
Those who pass will go on to basic training.

The language recruiting initiative that will start in
January is designed‘to draw a larger share of America's
growing Hispanic population into uniform. Hispanics
make up 8.5 percent of all soldiers, and represent 12 per-
cent of the nation’s population.

Army recruiters believe some Hispanics who fail the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, the test
used to evaluate all recruits seeking to enter the military,
could pass it if they better comprehended English — par-
ticularly those hailing from such places as Spanish-
speaking Puerto Rico.

Global church conference planned

FORT WORTH (AP) — The United Methodist Church,
the nation’s second-largest Protestant denomination, has
scheduled its 2008 worldwide conference for North Texas
inthonnt such satharingfor the region in more than 30
years. Ftu Bing e

s lﬁdnember search committee’ reVImd sites in San
Antonio and Houston before voting unanimously to send
delegates to Fort Worth for the 11-day ¢onference expect-
ed to attract at least 8,000 people, church officials said.

The UMC's General Conference, held every four years,
attracts 1,000 delegates — half clergy and half laity.

That increases to more than 3,000 with inclusion of
alternate delegates, spouses, speakers and choir mem-
bers, along with demonstrators who gather on homosex-
uality, abortion and other issues, said Tom McAnally,
who has attended 11 global conferences.
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Standoff ends; fugitive frees hostages; :

FORESTBURG (AP) —
One of two inmates
holed up in a North Tex4s
farmhouse his two
captives early Monday, then
shot the second fugitive to
end the standoff.

While jail escapee Gerald
Lynn Gantt slept inside the
house, his partner Bob
Harold Leach helped free
the two hostages, whose
hands had been tied. The
hostages then escaped
through a bathroom win-
dow, law officers said.

Vincent Forrester and his
wife, Irma, fled to shelter
behind hay bales near their
home. Before Leach could
escape, officers said, Gantt
awoke and the two suspects
began talking.

Law officers, who had
been negotiating with
Leach, then heard gunfire at
3:50 a.m., about 40 minutes
after the hostages were
freed. Leach, who was
unhurt, surrendered and
officers rushed inside,
where a cache of weapons
was found. Gantt was sent
to a hospital for treatment
of a gunshot wound.

“A gunshot was heard in
the house,”
Department of Public Safety
senior trooper Joe Clement
said. “Suspect Leach had

Texas .

shot suspect Gantt in the
abdomen.”

Leach walked
surrendered to rs, who
took him to Montague
County Jail for arraignment
scheduled later Monday
morning. The freed hostages
were uninjured.

“We were definitely pray-
ing and hoping everything
would come out OK,” said
Mark Forrester, the couple’s
son who waited at a law
enforcement command post
for word overnight.

After a brief reunion with
his parents, the younger
Forrester hugged and cried
with his parents, who were
in good spirits but tired.

“We don’'t know how
they're going to feel in the
house now, if they will feel
safe,” he said.

Law officers did not reveal
why Leach had decided to
cooperate with them.

The dramatic ending
capped a four-day reign of
terror. Leach, 38, and Gantt,
20, were among five men
who escaped Thursday
night from the Grayson
County Jail in Sherman.
Two inmates were captured
Friday, and a third was
nabbed Saturday night.

All five had been jailed on
various charges including

tside and

assault, kidnapping and
child rape, authorities said.
They had escaped by crawl-
ing through the ventilation
system and tunneling
through a dirt floor in the
basement.

The men fled to a horse
stable about 30 miles south
of Sherman, where two were
caught Friday. The fifth
escapee left the stables in a
vehicle but got separated
from Leach and Gantt and
was taken into custody
Saturday night at a house
southeast of Bonham.

Leach and Gantt abducted
the stable owner, Joyce
Silvius, and fled in stolen
pickup trucks, authorities
said, Silvius was. left

ed Sunday at a
horme the men had broken
into, authorities said.

But the pair abducted
another woman from that
house, police said.

Lt. David Hawley of the
Grayson County sheriff’s
department said the second
woman got away from the
men Sunday.

“We understand she did
get away, and that’s what
started all this,” he said.
The former hostage, 34-year-
old Lindsay Ann LaRue,
was under police protection
and apparently unharmed,

from
County,
Grayson County to the west,
began pursuit of a sport util-

ity vehicle they said fugi- '

which adjoins,.

tives Leach and Gantt stole

from a Bonham-area home.

With several law enforce-

ment vehicles in pursuit’

during which shots were =
exchanged, Leach and Gantt °
took two new hostages after’ -

jumping out of the stolen'
SUV and running into the
Forrester home on Farm
Road 677, about 2 miles

north of Forestburg in

Montague County.

Police and sheriff's offi-
cers from several counties,
along with DPS troopers
and Texas Rangers, sur-
rounded the farmhouse.
Amid scattered gunfire
from the house, Leach nego-
tiated with officers by tele-
phone.

A DPS helicopter flew
overhead, but retreated
after shots were fired at it
about 9:30 p.m. Several adja-
cent homes were evacuated.

Forrester has been a bus
driver for the Forestburg
schools for less than 10
years, and his wife is a
retired jailer for Montague
and Denton counties.

White House, some lazomakers look to limit drain:
on budget as requests for anti-terror help mount

WASHINGTON (AP) —
After an initial burst of fed-
eral aid, the Bush adminis-
tration and some lawmakers
are tapping the brakes on
taxpayer assistance to
groups seeking help after
the terrorist attacks.

From hotel companies to
urban water systems, scores
of trade associations and
state and local governments
are pleading for aid. While
no one has an authoritative
tally, congressional aides
estimate that the requests
total tens of billions of dol-
lars, probably more than
$100 billion.

“You name the industry
and it’s been coming by’ for
help, said Sen. Kent Conrad,
D-N.D.

Lawmakers also
their own proposals.

Sens. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., and
Zell Miller, D-Ga., want to
provide $500-per-person tax
credits for personal travel.
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev.,
wants more than $30 billion
to improve highways and

have

other transportation sys-
tems. Sens. Edward
Kennedy, D-Mass., and Bill
Frist, R-Tenn., are pushing
$1.4 billion to prepare for
bioterrorist attacks.
Congress has approved $40
billion to repair the damage
and bolster domestic securi-
ty and the military. Federal
agencies have proposed
more than $120 billion in
“helpful suggestions’” to
spend it, White House bud-
get director Mitchell
Daniels said last week.
President Bush and
Congress have provided $15
billion for the airline indus-

try. Lawmakers are ‘nmow:!

writing rival plans for stim-
ulating the dormant econo-
my. House Republicans
have a $100 billion plan,
heavy with tax cuts;
Democratic packages may
grow to $120 billion, mostly
for government spending.
“The bucket was full. It
can take a few leaks,”
Daniels said, referring to
robust federal surpluses

YOUR EVERY HEALTHCARE NEED (S IMPORTANT!

\Y ‘\Z

als to provide you

utmost compassion

that had been projected
until recently. “It can't take
the bottom dropping out,
however.”

Competing for federal help
is a dizzying list of groups:
travel industry employees,
gambling interests, tourist-
reliant Hawaii, Amtrak,
restaurants, travel agents,
airports, the insurance
industry, mortgage bankers
and others.

City water departments
serving 160 million people
have asked for $5 billion to
protect drinking water and
wastewater plants.

Amtrak has requested $3.1
billien to Amprove seourity.

Representatives  from- the
tourism industry asked law-
makers for grants, federally
backed loans and spending
to promote travel.

No one knows what the
final total will be, but the
requests have begun caus-
ing concern among lawmak-
ers from both parties. They
realize that what in August
looked like a $176 billion

surplus for the fiscal year
that started Oct. 1 is now all
but certain to end up as a.
deficit in the tens of bil-
lions.

“We'll look at other situa-,
tions case by case, but we're
not making any invitations”

Green, D-Texas. “But we
need to address it.”’

New York Gov. George
Pataki and several New
Yorkers from Congress vis-
ited congressional leaders
last week, pursuing $54 bil-
lion for debris removal,
rebuilding and economic
recovery.

New York bore the brunt
of the Sept. 11 attacks that
killed more than 5,000 peo-
ple, leveled the World Trade
Center and destroyed part of
the Pentagon. But Pataki
emerged only with promises
that his request would be..
considered.
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for requests for aid, said
House Speaker Dennis, -
Hastert, R-I11.

“They're asking for the
moon,” said Rep. Gene,
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DITORIAL

“Congress shall make no law res
lishment of religion, or prohibiti
cise thereof; or abridging the fr

ting an estab-
the free exer-

assemble, and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.”

om of speech, or
of the gress; or the right of the people peaceably to

-FIRST AMENDMENT

of the Big Spring Herald unless otherwise indicated.

Ken Dulaney
John A. Moseley Publisher

Managing Editor

Bill McClellan
News Editor

Information

access must
be kept free

e Sept. 11 terrorist attacks will cause
many changes in America, some good
and some bad. What they should not
produce is less access to public infor-

mation. Regrettably, either through devious-
ness or uncertainty, some public officials are
already responding to the attacks by setting up
more roadblocks to open government.

One civil libertarian who spoke at last week'’s
conference of the Freedom of Information
Foundation of Texas said some government
agencies are reluctant to release details about
innocuous topics like parking regulations. In
New York, a television journalist was told that
his crew could not film the medical examiner’s
office from public property, a blatant violation
of traditional public access. Authorities at the
ruins of the World Trade Center are telling non-
journalists they can’t take photographs even
a crime scene. ' .

Those impulses must be resisted. Infoermation

that could compromise public safety has always
been protected either by law or tradition, and it
always should be. But last month’s tragedies
should not be used as a catch-all excuse to shut
out taxpayers from things that should remain
public.
America was attacked because it is a free and
open society. In defending ourselves against the
zealots who caused such tremendous loss of life
and destruction, we should not weaken the very
liberties that make this country great.

THE ENTERPRISE
BEAUMONT

Opinions expressed on this page are those of the Editorial Board

from considerable distance because the area ig :

OPINION

So far, so good in

o far, so good. Way
' ta go, military. It
- has turned out, in
" previous campaigns
of oxymoronic "surgical
bombing,"
that initial
reports exag-
gerated both
the effective-
ness and the
accuracy of
our efforts.
But as of the
bombing of
Yugoslavia,
we seem to
be getting
better at the
ghastly art.
The pathet-
ic shortage of what the mil-
itary calls "first class ‘
targets” in Afghanistan was
underlined in the first
wave of bombing designed
to take out the Taliban's air
weapons — according to
one British expert, they
have or had 12 planes. Our
announced plan of clearing
the skies so we can bomb
them with butter seems to
me exceptionally shrewd,
although we have the
unfortunate precedent of a
humanitarian mission
turned sour from Somalia.
So the military is out
there doing its thing, in its
obscure language
Pentagonese, while some of
us nail-biters at home have
gotten into a bitter argu-
ment. The pundit class
seems to have fallen into
Manichean error - that's
the one where everything

MoLLy
IVINS

WE WD (UR TOUBTS. BUT THIS
CRISIS WAS REVEALED HIS
TRUE LEADERSHIP

CAPABILITIES!

gets oversimplified into ~
m,badc dﬂl‘kl“‘ht-
Among our more excitable
brethren, a few have con-
cluded that anyone who
advocates an Israeli-
Palestinian accord is play-
ing Osama bin Laden's
game and is thé moral
equivalent of the 1930s
appeasers of Hitler.

Get a grip.

Bin Laden is so appalling
that if he were in favor of
sunshine and laughter, one
would be tempted to vote
for dark and gloom. But
that would give him con-
trol. There is a mild paral-
lel to this situation in G.W.
Bush's foreign policy prior
to Sept. 11. As near anyone
could tell, the sole unifying
theme of his policies was to
be for whatever Bill
Clinton had been against
and vice versa.

Clinton pushed mightily
for a settlement between
Israel and the Palestinians,
therefore Bush would not
push. Clinton was for the
Kyoto Accord and various
international treaties ban-
ning biological weapons,
small arms trade, etc.,
therefore Bush was opposed
to same. And so it went.
One happy consequence of
this unthinking pattern
was that we seriously
ticked off the European
allies. Their generous sup-
port post-Sept. 11 is espe-
cially commendable given
that they were Not Happy
Campers to that time.

The point is that policy

f

needs to be judged not on
who is for it or against it
— for all we know Saddam
Hussein may be right about
something — but whether
the policy works. We are
the shrewd, pragmatic
Yankees, remember? It is
in our interest and the
interest of Israel and the
Palestinians to get that sit-
uation settled, so let's get
it. Who cares if Bin Laden
is for it, too? (He's not, of
course. He wants to destroy
Israel and the West. No one
is appeasing Bin Laden —
you can't appease a fanat-
ic.) I think those who are
flying into the boughs of
overwrought rhetoric at the
idea that something we
might do could somehow be
construed as "giving in" to
Bin Laden are ceding the
man entirely too much con-
trol over our decisions.
Why stick with a dumb pol-
icy because of him?

The main reason we want
to try something new as
regards both the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and the
Iraqi sanctions is because
what we're doing now
clearly doesn't work worth
squat. There is no percent-
age in letting a bad situa-
tion get worse. Pragmatism
may not be a great moral
philosophy, but it is useful.
Liberals, as usual, are
accused of being
naive, warm-and-fuzzy
peaceniks. To use a homely
phrase, someone here does-
n't have his thinking cap
on straight, and as far as |
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place of which we then hT
no reason to be fond. But it
was very smart of us.
Looking way down the
line, we need to rethink

our role in the arms traffic. :

According to a congression-
al study published in
August, world arms sales to
developing countries rose
by 8 percent last year, with
the United States dominat-
ing the market. Weapons
sales came to $36.9 billion,
with the United States
accounting for about half,
$18.6 billion. We've been
shot at with our own
weapons all over the world.
We armed the mujahedeen ..
(different war, different
world), but we didn't stick
around to help glue the
pieces back together when
it was over. Bush said
recently, "We're not into
nation-building,” as though
it were a venereal disease.

The question is, would it
work? We all have 20-20
hindsight on Afghanistan
now — better that than
this.
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Efforts to combat terrorism should not be considered a war

cities during the Blitz. This
was so because American

government first under-
stood how difficult it is to

e campaign to
defeat international
terrorists and the
nations that harbor

them is not and should not
be classified as a war. Why
not? Because a declaration
of war
accords cer-
tain rights
actual and
implied — to
the belliger-
ents.

Actual
rights
include
adherence to
the Geneva
Convention,
which means
that actions
such as plac-
ing a $5 million bounty on
Osama bin Laden’s head,
dead or alive, is a violation.

But more important are
the implied rights. No
German was hanged for
making war against British
civilians when their planes
hombed London and other

Jack
ANDERSON

opinions.
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and British planes also
bombed civilian centers
from Hamburg to
Hiroshima. It was called
“total war,” and it was
intended to break the civil-
ian morale.

But what Osama bin
Laden’s operatives did in

manufacture a vaccine
against anthrax, which has
spores so dangerous and
long-lasting that facilities

can never be diverted to
any other use.

Today, the only supplier
of anthrax vaccine to the

New York, Washington, defense department is
D.C., and over the skies of BioPort Corp., mainly to
Pennsylvania was a crimi- serve animal handlers and
nal act, not an act of war, mill workers. Last year,
and it should be treated inspectors from the Food
accordingly. and Drug Administration
The great worry today is gave BioPort a failing
that those Russian scien- grade. The company has
tists or their grotesque been forced to curtail pro-
inventions could become duction ever since.
available to Iran or other Routine vaccinations
terrorist-supporting states. against smallpox ended in
Iraq, of course, long has 1972. Recognizing the grave
had chemical and biological exposure for many, if not
weapons, and Saddam most, Americans, Secretary
Hussein even used them of Health and Human
against his own people, the Services Tommy Thompson
Kurds. It was during the told a Senate panel that
Gulf War that anthrax first productjon of 40 million
became a serious worry. doses of the vaccine has
That's when the federal been accelerated. But that,
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