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Volunteers sought
for inicome tax
training classes

Volunteers are needed for
the income tax assistance
program. A training class by
the Internal Revenue Service
will take place at the Spring
City Senior Citizen's Center,
1901 Simler Drive, Monday,
Jan. 10 through Friday, Jan.
14 from 9 a.m.-noon each
day.

Volunteers who attend the
training and pass a test
given by the IRS will provide
free tax assistance on a vol-
unteer basis during
February and March to
senior citizens and needy
persons.

Call Dorothy Kennemur,
398-5522 or the senior center,
267-1628, for more informa-
tion.

WHAT'S UP...

TODAY

Q Eagles Lodge Ladies
Auxiliary, 7 p.m., Eagles
Lodge, 704 W. Third.

THURSDAY

Q Gideon's International
Big Spring Camp No. 4208, 7
a.m., Hermans.

Q Big Spring Senior
Citizens Center art classes

1 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. for 55 and

older.

Q Kiwanis Club, noon,
Howard College Cactus
Room.

0 Masonic Lodge No. 598,
7:30 p.m., 219 Main.

FRIDAY

Q Signal Mountain
Quilting Guild, 9a.m. to 5
p.m., St. Mary's Episcopal
Church. Bring a lunch.

0 AMBUCS, noon,
Brandin' Iron Restaurant.

Q Spring City Senior
Citizens country/western
dance, 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. All
seniors invited.

MONDAY

Q Big Spring Evening
Lions Club, 6:30 p.m., 1607
E. Third.

INSIDE TODAY...

Abby 5B
Classified 4-5B
Comics 6B
Horoscope 5B
Life 6-8A
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 Texas 3A
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DPS will have sero tolerance for drunk drivers this holiday period

By BILL McCLELLAN
News Editor

LLawrence Meadors, DPS trooper
out of Big Spring. “We'll have
zero tolerance on DWI
course. If we do apprehend you
for driving while drinking, you
will go to jail.”

The DPS is predicting as
many as 30 people may die from
traffic accidents between
Christmas Eve and Dec. 26, and
32 more from New Year's Eve to
Jan. 2

That number could escalate,
depending on the weather, said
Col. Dudley M. Thomas, direc-

Failure to use seat belts, dri-
ving while intoxicated and-
speeding are the three primary
reasons the Texas Department
of Public Safety is estimating
that as many as 62 people could
die in highway traffic accidents
between now and Jan. 2.

“We'll be focusing on some of
the things we always look for
factors that pnight contribute to
an accident,” said Sgt.

of

tor of the DPS
turns bad, the

[f the weather
number of acci

dents “is going to go up just as
sure as we are sitting here.” he
said

According to DPS statistics, 61
percent of the people killed
around Christimas last vear in
traffic accidents weren't wear
ing seat belts. Eleven percent ot
the those killed in vehicle acei
dents during the New Year's
holiday in 1998 weren't wearing
seatbelts

“Be sure and

and buckle up

buckle your children up,” said
Sgt. Meadors. “It's one of the
biggest problems we have, peo-
ple not wearing their seatbelts.”

lLast vear, 68 people died in
car accidents 33 in the 78
hours leading up to and after

Christmas and 35 in the 78
hours around New Years. Of
those, some 45.6 percent, were
alcoholrelated

Because  of  that and

because of people expected to be
celebrating the millennium
the DPS s especially concen

By MARSHA STURDIVANT

Staff Writer

More than 200 families received
Christmas presents Tuesday, as the
Salvation Army Angel Tree program came
to its conclusion.

“All the Salvation Army
angels were adopted, but
some people have not
returned their angel gifts
to us yet. As they trickle
in, we will call the fami-
lies intended to receive
those gifts so they can
come back and pick up
the rest of their pack-
ages,” said Danelle
Castillo, Salvation Army
social services director.

And Maj. Roy Tolcher, commanding offi
cer of the corps, said donations have
reduced significantly this year.

“We're nearly $3,600 behind where we
were last year with our mail appeals and
the kettle donations,” Tolcher said.

He added that kettle donations, which
are located at the post office, the Big
Spring Mall and Wal-Mart, have received
contributions this year.

“The difference is in our mail appeals.
Those are down, and as of Monday we had
hardly anything being returned,” he said.

The Salvation Army Angel tree program,
which allows community members to par-
ticipate and provide Christmas for those
less fortunate, proved successful this year,
as all angels were adopted.

However, Castillo urged those who who
adopted angels by taking the cards off the
Christmas trees to return those cards or
presents before Christmas.

“We call these our Forgotten Angels, and

TOLCHER

See ANGELS, Page 2A

strangely, and I guess it must
have looked different for these
big macho guys to be in the
kid's clothing section, holding

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Staff Writer

One reason . ;
the Salvation up pink dresses with ruffles
Army Angel asking about sizes,” said Lezlie

McCurdy, newly re-elected
director of the Harley Owners
Group
“We really had a good time. [t
was a lot of fun,” she added
McCurdy, who has not com-
pleted her personal Christmas

Tree program
was successful
this year was
because of a
bunch of good
HOGs.

The Harley

Owners Group shopping, took time out to
adopted the MCcCURDY make sure all the angels
last 82 angels. A group of 25 or received presents, (]l()ll;"\'\'llh
more bikers. some big, burly, other Harley Owners Group
and bearded, traversed a local mf‘mhm's.
department store, discussing Actually, it was kind of
pastel colors, tea sets and baby tough, because it's hard to
dolis. know what somecone will like
especially if you don't know

“We made quite a sight I'm
sure Friday night when we all
went into Wal-Mart to do the
Angel Tree shopping. I'm sure
a lot of people looked at us

them. But we had a goal and we
met that goal, and we had a
wonderful time doing 1t,” she
said.

All those whose

of angels

cards h id remained on one ot
the Salvation Armv Christmas
trees throughout the holiday
shopping scason were selected
by the group for adoption

The motorevelist had a
Seafood Fest fundrarser n
November, with the intention

of all of the monev minus opel

ating cxpenses going toward
Salvation Armyv Angel tree pre
sents, she said

‘We wanted to spend S4.000
and we were able to do that
she said

Theyv attempted to set a bud
et on the amount ot money pen
child to spend. Once all th
angels had gifts, the group wae
also able to donate £150 worth
of shoes and underclothes to
Children’s Protective Se

“We bought lots ot shoes, and
this was comething we reall
wanted to do tor thosc chil
dren,” she sad

In all, when the purchase:

Editor’s Note: The following is
the first in a series of articles
explaining how local entities
are preparing for Y2K. Coming
Thursday how Big Spring
ISD is addressing the problem.

By MARSHA STURDIVANT
Staff Writer
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/—\v

“We're on a fourth replace-
ment plan anyway, which

Howard College began prepar-
ing for Y2K several years ago,
and all is ready for the turn of
each computer clock Jan. 1,
2000.

“We have followed the path
we needed to take. We have
looked at all our hardware and
software, and made sure that
they are Y2K compliant,” said
Tessa Covert, Howard College
director of computer services.
And with more than 650 com-
puters within the college's net-
work, or linked together, and
900 computers district wide,
just 14 computers have to be
replaced.

means we replace one-fourth of
all our computers every year,
budget allowing,” she said.
Covert said the most impor
tant computers in the adminis-
tration and financial depart-
ments, as well as student
records, were the first remedi
ated, then tested and prepared
“These are our mission criti
cal systems, and we require
those to be operational at all
times. Student records carry all
student data back to 1990, and
we do not want to lose any of
that information,” she said.
Backup disks for all data have
been made, and those comput-

are used
work

ers that stand alone. or
for interdepartmental
were also tested

“We met with all the PC (per
sonal computer) users, and pre
pared those computers as well,”
Covert said.

Christmas comes to Ang,el Tree recipients

Danelle Castillo, left, Maj. Mary Delll Tolcher, Robbin Hutcheson and Jonathan Tolcher
Tuesday organize Salvation Army Angel tree applications and give away the gifts pur-
chased by the Big Spring community for children and seniors.

HOG helps brighten holidays for less fortunate

wore selected and the baskets
pushed  to the check out
counter. at least 16 buggies |
were hilled with presents, she
N

T'me o sire alot of the. other
customers wondered what we
were up to,” she said

In addition. the group also

|
(

f

Salvation

{

Danelle Castillo. social ser
vice director tor the corps, said
he generosity shown by the
! Up W 1s overwhelming

I'hev are so community ori-
Ioand I'm glad to see Lezlie

Wil re-clected She tiake
cha Kind of woman  What
they have done tor this pro-

IR 'uoll\ great and so
muoch more than | ever nmag
Sce HOG, | 2A

trating on the New Year's peri
od

“During the New Year's week-
end period, Dec. 30 through Jan.
3., everybody will be available
across the state,” said Meadors
“Those who aren't actually on
shift will be available if called.

“We'll try to have as many as
possible out during the
Christmas holiday, but of
course some people will be off to
be with their families,” he said.

See TRAFFIC, Page 2A

Death

HERALD photo/Marsha Sturdivant

wurehased 16 turkevs that were
histributed to the largest quali
ving  famihe within the
\rmy  Christmas
heer program

]

Big Spring man
dead near Miles,
Concho Valley

couple charged
By BILL McCLELLAN
News Editor

MILES A Concho Valley
couple has been charged in con
nection with the death of a Big
Spring man, whose body was
found early Monday morning at
a rural residence near here

Runnels County law enforce
ment officers were called to a
residence six miles north of
Miles at 5:20 a.m. Monday,
where they found the body of
21-year-old Weslev Craig Kerby
of Big Spring

The owner of the residence,
48-year-old Gerald Fritze, of
Miles, and 39-vear-old Donna
Mavhugh, of San Angelo, were
arrested at the scene Monday
and taken to the Runnels
County Jail.

Mayhugh has been charged
with manslaughter. Her bond
was set at $50,000. Fritze has
been charged with destruction
of evidence. His bond was set at
$25,000. Both were released
Tuesday evening after posting
bond

“The charges were based on
our nvestigation and inter
viewing other people there and
what they told us,” said
Runnels County Sheriff Bill
Baird. He said the couple may
also be charged with making
alcohol available to a minor

According to the complaint
report filed with the justice of
the peace office, Mavhugh
allegedly caused Kerby's death
“by delivering or selling the
said victim several methadone
tablets.™

The complaint states that
Kerby told a witness that he
had taken "6 methadones™ pur
chased for $3. Another witness
said that Mavhugh told her she
gave Kerby a bottle of cough
syrup contaimning codeine and
that the victim drank nearly all
the bottle

Another witnesses, according
to the complaint, saw the defen
dant give the victim pills on at
least two occasions

The complaint alleges
that law enforcement officers
found a bottle of prescription
medicine containing

also

See DEATH, Page 2A

Howard College began prepdm];, for Y2K several vears ago

HERALD file photo
Howard College officials say they have been preparing for some
time and will be ready when the clock turns to midnight on Dec.
31.

All computers were tested,
and special attention was also
given to the mini-computer that
links all the networked comput-
ers and is basically the brains
of the administrative system.

Also, e-mail availability and

financial data files were
checked. Covert said e-mail is
so often used as a form of com
munication today that is it nec-
essary that it continue to func
tion

“And when we do registration
in the coliseum, all those are
networked PCs and we need
them to register each student
We can not afford for those

computers to go down in dny
form or in any fashion.” she
said

Covert said she expects minor
glitches with Y2K comphance
throughout the world. but she
is confident the entire system
at Howard College will remain
unaffected when the new vear
hails

“We've done our homework,
and we've evaluated every com-
puter and done district-wide
testing.

“And I'll be here that morn-

See Y2K, Page 2A
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OBITUARIES

Wesley Kerby

Wesley Craig "Wes Kerby 21,
Big Spring, died on Monday,
Dec. 20, 1999, in Miles. Service
will be 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec.
23, 1999, at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Rosewood Chapel with
the Rev. Elwin Collom, pastor
of First Baptist Church of
Coahoma, officiating.
Interment will follow at Trinity
Memorial Park.

He was born on May 12, 1978,
in Big Spring.

He moved to Hewitt in the
early '80s and attended Midway
schools there. In 1990 he
returned to Howard County and
attended Coahoma schools. He
was a very outgoing and free
spirited person. He was the
type of person that even if you
were upset with him he could
make you smile. He never met
a stranger and always had a
compassionate heart for any-
one.

Survivors include: his father,
Troy Kerby and his mother
Cindy Kerby of Big Spring; four
sisters, Misty Baker and Krista
Kerby, both of Big Spring,
Hiliary Kerby of Lafayette,
Ind., and Dana Kerby of
Temple; one brother, Blaine
Kerby of Big Spring; his mater-
nal grandmother, Ellen
Thomason of Big Spring; his
paternal grandparents, Leon
and Nellie Kerby of Big Spring;
and numerous aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends.

Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home.

Paid obituary

Wanda Bruce

Mrs. Buster (Wanda) Bruce,
77, Abilene, formerly of
Glasscock County, died on
Tuesday, Dec. 21, 1999, in
Abilene. Graveside service will
be 11 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 23,
1999, at Trinity Memorial Park
with the Rev. Christopher
Colemd.n, pastor of Immaculate
Heart of Mary Catholic Church,
officiating.

She was born on April 12,
1922, in Amarillo, and married
Earl "Buster” Bruce on May 29,
1948, in Amarillo. He preceded
her in death on Jan. 9, 1999.

She proudly served her coun-
try in the United States Navy
from 1945 to 1946. She worked
as a ILVN at the Veterans
Administration Medical Center
for 22 years.

Mrs. Bruce was a member of

 Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church

Survivors include: a daughter
and son-in-law, Jean and Gary
Prescott of Ovalo; a son,
Timothy Bruce of Silsbee; two
grandchildren, Kent Beck of
Tuscola, and Amy Clemmer of
Colorado City; six great-grand-
children; three nephews,
Charles Stroud of Amarillo,
Mark Stroud of Sargent Bluff,
lowa, and Tom Evans of Big
Spring; and three nieces, Debra
Maas, Linda Stephens, both of
Big Spring, and Jonita
Ferguson ot Sand Springs

The tamily suggests memori-

MYERS & SMITH

FUNERAL HOME
& CHAPEL
201th & Johnson 267-8288

NALLEY-PICKLE
& WELCH

- Funeral Home

Trinity Memorial Park
ard Ciematory

. 906 Gregg St.
(915) 267-6331

Mrs. Buster “Wanda”
Bruce, 77, died Tuesday.
Graveside services will be
11:00 AM Thursday at Trinity
Memorial Park.

Wesley Craig “Wes”
Kerby, 21, died Monday.
Services will be 2:00 PM
Thursday at Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Rosewood Chapel.
Burial will follow in Trinity
Memorial Park.
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Pallbearers will be Marck
Shafer, Joseph Benford, Kent
Beck, Charles Stroud, Curtis
Clemmer and Darrell Stephens.
Honorary pallbearers will be
Gary Prescott, Tim Bruce,
George Ferguson and Mark
Stroud.

Arrangements under the
direction of Nalley-Pickle &
Welch Funeral Home.

Paid obituary

Continued from Page 1A

ing, to check on things. We
have battery power, just in case
there is a problem with the elec-
tricity, and I want to be here to
make sure everything is run-
ning smoothly,” she said.

DEATH

Continued from Page 1A

methadone tablets in the defen-
dant's purse.

There was no obvious sign of
the cause of death and the body
has been sent to the Bexar
County Medical Examiner's
Office in San Antonio for an
autopsy, Baird said.

“We've gotten the preliminary
autopsy back and as we sus-
pected, it does not indicate the
cause of death,” said Baird. “We
are waiting on bloodwork and a
toxicology report and it may be
several weeks before get that.”

Kerby is the son of Troy and
Cindy Kerby of Big Spring. He
was born in Big Spring, moved
in the early 1980s to Hewitt and
attended Midway schools. He
returned to Howard County in
1990 and attended Coahoma
High School.

Funeral service will be held at

2 p.m. Thursday at Nalley-
Pickle & Welch Rosewood
Chapel.

HOG

Continued from Page 1A

ined.

“Christmas just wouldn't be
possible for our angels if it
weren't for them,” Castillo said

ANGELS

Continued from Page 1A

these presents always come
trickling in this week just
before Christmas. Some people
just forget, but if the card has
been taken, we always assume
somebody will be bringing
those presents,” she said.

Castillo and Maj. Mary Nell
Tolcher sorted each family
application for the Salvation
Army Angel tree program,
which had been assigned a
number when approved.

From those applications, spe-
cific categories were created,
from food baskets, to toys, to
food and toys, and families were

assigned a category based on
need and family size, Castillo
said.

Through a systemm that

require many hands and sever
al strong backs, the presents for
the angels were then distributed
Tuesday as each family repre
sentative appeared at the corps
offices.

At least 10 volunteers distrib-
uted sacks filled with these pre
sents and boxes of food to more
than 234 families who qualified
for the program this year

“We had great need this year,

ALLAN'’S
FURNITURE

12 Months No Interest
202 Scurry PH. 267-6278
Big Spring, Texas

and had more qualify this year
than last year,” Castillo said.

All the presents issued and all
the food provided these families
was from benefactors through-
out the Big Spring community,
she said.

“Our senior angels moved
slowly this year, and that's gen-
erally because we tend to think
of Christmas as a time for chil-
dren.

“But those elderly people are
just as excited to get a present
at Christmas as the children,
and we remember our elderly
are children at heart,” she said.

In all the program concludes
Saturday with a community
Christmas dinner at the
Salvation Army lodge, 308
Avlesford.

“We have a very caring com
munity, and a very giving
bunch of people who live here
Now, if we can just get those
Forgotten Angels presents back
to us,” she said.

TRAFFIC____

Continued from Page 1A

“We wish everyone a happy
holiday period and a safe trip
on the road. For that to happen,
we need people to buckle up,
slow down and don't get behind
the wheel after they have been
drinking,” Meadors said.

SuPPORT GROUPS

WEDNESDAY

«Gamblers Anonvmous, 7
p.m., St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church, room 1, 4601 Neeley,
Midland. Call 263-8920.

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon open meeting and
8 p.m. 12 and 12 study.

*Narcotic Anonymous, 8 p.m.
St. Mary's Kpiscopal
Church.Call 268-4189 (pager no.)
Step study.

* Nurse Hospice and
Canterbury are sponsoring a
new grief support group. It will
meet the second Wednesday of
each month at 3 p.m. in the
community room at Canterbury
South, 1700 Lancaster

THURSDAY

*Alcoholics Anonymous, 615
Settles, noon open meeting.

*A.DD.AP.T. non-profit sup-
pott and Tearning organization
abont attentjon deficit disorder,
l(‘:n‘ning disorders and dyslex-
ia. Meets second Thursday of
S(-pt(\mhv October, November,
January, February, March,
April and May, Cerebral Palsy
building, 802 Ventura, Midland

*Alzheimer’s support group,
noon, Scenic Mountain Medical
Center, third Thursday of the
month. Call Janice Wagner at
263-1211.

*Grief Support related to the
death of a loved one. Call
Nurses Unlimited, Inc., at 264
(523,

*Alzheimer’s
Support Group, last Thursday
of the month, Comanche Trail
Nursing Center, 3200 Parkway,
7 p.m. Call 267-9459

*Narcotic Anonymous, 8 p.m
St. Mary's Episcopal Church
Call 268-4189 (pager no.)

*Al-Anon support group, 8
p.m.. 615 Settles.

IF YOU HAVE A SUPPORT
GROUP LISTING, PLEASE
SUBMIT IT IN WRITIN(

No home
computer
for young
hacker

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP)
A voung man who hacked into
America Online's computers
and replaced their programs

Association

’
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AROUND THE TOWN

with his own was sentenced
Tuesday to a year in jail — and
five years without a home PC.

Jay Satiro, 19, of New
Rochelle, “is to have no com-
puter in his room and no com-
puter access at home,’ said
Judge John M. Perone.

In pleading guilty to comput-
er tampering at AOL, Satiro
violated the terms of his proba-
tion for an earlier offense:
using bogus money orders to
pay for computer equipment he
bought on the Internet.

AOl, would not elaborate on
how access was gained or what
effect it may have had but said
the damage cost $50,000 to
repair.

MARKETS

March cotton 49.25, down 18
points; Jan. crude 25.84, down 42
points; cash hogs steady at 36;
cash steers steady at 69 even;
IFeb. lean hog futures 56.20, up
25 points; Feb. live cattle futures
68.95, down 20 points.

courtesy: Delta Corporation.

Noon quotes provided by Edward Jones &
Co

ATT 53% -4
Atlantic Richfield 84" +%
Atmos Energy 21% +'%
BP Amoco 59 - 1
Chevron 84" %
Cifra 18% to 19
Compaq Computer 27 -
Cornell Correc. 9 +'%
Dell 49 -
DuPont 63" -
Exxon 80" -\,
Halliburton 37% "
IMB 12" nc
Intel Corp 82" -
Mid Amer Energy 33% nc
NUV T'n e
Palex Inc. 6% Y
Patterson Ener 11% -
Pepsi Cola 35 +'%

Phillips Petroleum 44" -"«
SBC Com. 50" nc

Sears 30% +%
Texaco 53% +'
Texas Instruments 106" -
Texas Utils. Co 334 e
Total Fina SA 67% -5
Unocal Corp 32% +"
Wal-Mart 65% +%
Amcap 18.06-19.16
[Curopacific 40.18-42.63
Prime Rate 8.50%

286.40-287.40
5.18-5.23

Gold
Silver

FIRE/EMS

Following is a summary of

Big Spring Fire
Department/lkKMS reports:
TUESDAY
10:20 a.m. 3200 block

Highway 350, medical call,
patient transported to Scenic
Mountain Medical Center.

1:04 p.m Northwest First
and Trades, grass fire, extin-
guished by responding units.

5:35 . p.m: 3200 block
Parkway, trauma call, patient
transported to SMMC.

10:59 p.m. 500
Seventh, medical call,
refused.

RECORDS

Tuesday's high 48
Tuesday's low 20

Average high 57

Average low 28

Record high 84 in 1981
Record low 2 in 1983
Precip. Tuesday 0.00
Month to date 0.00
Month's normal 0.49

Year to date 11.84

Normal for the year 18.14
Sunrise Thursday 7:44 a.m.
Sunset Thursday 5:46 p.m.

N.W.
service

TEXAS LOTTERY

Pick 3:1,6,0
Cash 5: 8,19,28,32,39

Lottery numbers are unofficial until confirmed by the state lottery commission

SHERIFF

The Howard County Sheriff's
Department reported the follow-
ing arrests between Dec. 16 and
today:

* DAVID ARTHUR WIT-
TREIN, 19, was arrested on
charges of theft more than $50
less than $500 and assault with
physical contact (HCSO).

. LENNY LEROY
REDFORD, 19, was arrested on
charges of possession of mari-
juana less than two ounces,
possession of drug parapherna-
lia, minor in possession of alco-
hol and consumption of alcohol
by a minor (BSPD).

* TONI SUE WEGNER, 31,
was arrested on charges of
resisting arrest, assault on a
public servant, disorderly con-
duct and failure to identify
(BSPD).

* DELGADO LUCIANO, 24,
was arrested on charges of dri-
ving while intoxicated, speed-
ing and violation of a promise
to appear (BSPD).

*« ADOLBERTO ARIZMEN-
DI, 48, was arrested on charges
of driving while license sus-
pended and no liability insur-
ance (BSPD).

*« MICHAEL EARNEST
MCCORMICK, 27, was arrest-

ed on a charge of driving while "

intoxicated (BSPD).

. STEVEN JOHN
ALVAREZ, 35, was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxi-
cated, no driver's license and
having no liability insurance
(BSPD).

« JOSEPH DEWAYNE
TURNER, 22, was arrested on
charges of driving while intoxi-
cated, no driver's license and
having no liability insurance
(BSPD).

« MATIAS LQPEZ PEREZ,
73, was arrested on charges of
assault of a public servant and
fleeing a police officer (BSPD).

. ERIC "HOWARD
LANSPERY, 43, was arrested
on a charge of driving while
intoxicated, third or more
offense (DPS).

* DAVID MIRAMONTES, 44,
was arrested on charges of dri-
ving while intoxicated and dri-
ving while license suspended
(DPS).

« JOSUE JONNATHAN
PENA, 18, was arrested on a
charge of theft more than $50
less than $500 (HCSO).

* GEORGIA DENISE CHAN-
DLER, 56, was arrested on a
charge of delivery of marijuana
less than or equal to five
pounds, more than four ounce
(DPS).

« RICHARD KEITH HUCK-
ABEE, 39, was arrested on a
charge of driving while license
suspended (HCSO).

« CHESTON PHILLIP
LANE, 22, was arrested on a
charge of driving while license
invalid (HCSO).

« JOE DIAZ, 39, was arrested
on a charge of issuance of a
bad check (HCSO).

« FLOYD PHILLIPS JR., 39
was arrested on a charge of
unauthorized use of a vehicle
(BSPD).

« SYLVIA RODRIGUEZ, 27,
was arrested on a charge of
issuance of a bad check
(HCSO).

* RAY URIBE, 25, was arrest-
ed on a charge of sale of alcohol
to a minor (HCSO).

“‘Remember

“Wed. - ‘Kids FEat Free
with Adult “Buffet

1702 Gregg St.

263-1381

« MANUEL TORRES MAR-
TINEZ, 51, was arrested on a
charge of driving while intoxi-
cated second offense (DPS).

- TEDDY DANIEL MUR-
RAY, 21, was arrested on a
charge of driving while license
invalid (DPS).

* CARLOS MARINDA FLO-
RES JR., was arrested on
charges of resisting arrest
using a vehicle, driving while
intoxicated and resisting arrest
(BSPD).

« JAMES WALTER USSERY
JR., 39, was arrested on a
parole violation and charges of
disregarding a stop sign, no lia-
bility insurance, failure to
appear and failure to identify
(BSPD).

« MAXWELL RICHARD
WALKUP, 47, was arrested on
a charge of driving while com-
mercial driver's license disqual-
ified (HCSO).

. TERRY WAYNE
POINDEXTER, 46, was arrest-
ed on a charge of assault caus-
ing bodily injury to a family
member (BSPD).

. PATRICIA ANN
LABREW, 45, was arrested on
a charge of driving while
license invalid (BSPD). ‘

« JAIME LARA ARENIVAS,
26, was arrested on a charge of
driving while license invalid
(BSPD).

« JOSE MANUEL JIMENEZ,
24, was arrested for bondsman
off bond of a burglary of a
building charge (HCSO).

POLICE

The Big Spring Police
Department reported the follow-
ing incidents between 8 a.m.
Tuesday and 8 a.m. today:

* BARBARA QUERNHEIM,
34, was arrested on a charge of
public intoxication.

« STEPHEN CALAHAN, 43,
was arrested on a charge of
public intoxication.

« JOE TORRES, 18, was
arrested on a charge of public
intoxication.

« DOMESTIC DISTUR-
BANCE was reported in the
1400 block of East Sixth, 2900
block of West Hwy 80 and the
1000 block of Main.

* BURGLARY OF A BUILD-
ING was reported in the 2300
block of Gregg and the 400
block of West Ninth.

« MINOR ACCIDENT was
reported in the 700 block of
West 1-20 and the 800 block of
West FM 700.

« CRIMINAL TRESPASS
WARNING was reported in the
1100 block of North Lamesa.

* FORGERY was reported in
the 500 block of Lamesa.

« CRIMINAL MISCHIEF
was reported in the 100 block of
Cedar.

« THEFT OF A FIREARM
was reported in the 3000 block
of West Hwy 80.

« THEFT was reported in the
2300 block of Wasson, 2200
block of Morrison and 1700
block of East Third.

THE RITZ Thestre has returned to sib-run ‘
Admission will be $2.00 per person.

Tuesdays only $1.00 per person
Random Hearts (R)

Daily: 2:00, 4:30, 7:00 & 9:30
Superstar (PG-13)

Daily: 2:20, 4:20, 7:20 & 9:20

Pokemon (G)

Light It Up (R)
Daily: 7:10 & 9:40

STAR

College Park Shopping Ctr.

*STUART LITTLE (PG)
Delty: 1:30-3:30-5:30-7:30-9:30

*THE GREEN MILE (R)
Daily: 1:45-5:15-8:45

CINEMA 4
END OF DAYS gi)
Daily 1:20-4:20-7:20-9:

TOY STORY 2 (G)

*BICENTENNIAL MAN (PG)
Daily 1:10-4:10-7:10-9:66

*ANNA AND THE KING &90-13)
Delly 1:00-4:00-7:00-10
ADULTS: $5.80

$3.28 ALL MATINEES,
CHILDREN & SENIOR CITIZENS

‘ *PASS RESTRICTED
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TEXAS

HOUSTON (AP) Texas
Department .of Transportation
unconstitutfonally discrimi-

nates against some contractars
by doling out jobs to women
and minorities, a white busi*
nessman said Tuesday.

Erosion specialist Robert
Kossman is suing the state
agency for reverse discrimina
tion. ‘

The schoolteacher-turned-
contractor asked U.S. Judge
David Hittner to block the
department from using race,
ethnicity or gender in deciding
which companies will be hired
for projects.

“Any time the government
bases decisions on race or eth-
nicity, a very strong presump-
tion kicks in that that’'s ille

gal,” said Corbin VanjArsdale,
Kossman's attorney.’ “That’s
been true ever since the Civil
War.”

The state wants to keep the
system of grantihg bids intact.
Studies indicate’lingering dis-
crimination in the awarding of
state projects, said Ted Delisit,
spokesman for Texas Attorney
General John Cornyn.

A 1994 state study concluded
that 22 percent of minority and
female businesses owners suf-
fered from discrimination. The
state’s Historically
Underutilized Business pro-
gram was introduced in 1991 to
spread funds to companies
owned by women or minorities.

But squinting at the graphs
and equations in the 100-page

Man sues TxDOT for reverse discrimination

study during Tuesday’s hear-
ing, Hittner appeared unim-
pressed.

“This looks like something
from a science class,” he said.
“I mean, I have no idea. Either

there’s discrimination or
there's not.”
Kossman asked Hittner to

ban the transportation agency
from using racial or ethnic cri
teria in the two contracts that
have yet to be awarded this
year. Hittner refused to inter
vene, but set a court date for
Feb. 22.

Some transportation depart
ment projects specity how
many minority- and female
owned companies must be
awarded work

Kossman insists the solution

of quotas misses the mark.
Before squaring off against the
transportation agency, the busi-
nessman filed lawsuits against
the city of Houston and the
regional transit authority.

Though his bids are often the
lowest, Kossman has frequently
been turned down because gov-
ernment groups prefer to hire
companies owned by women or
minorities, Van Arsdale said.

Kossman’'s staff of 20 all
but two of whom are black,
Hispanic or female — have suf-
fered from the loss of contracts,
Van Arsdale said.

“People try to couch these
policies by saying they protect
minorities,” the lawyer said.
“But that's a bunch of
garbage.”

Tour bus crash kills 3,

CANON CITY, Colo. (AP)
Two people were in critical con-
dition today after their tour bus
spun out of control on an icy
highway and rolled down an
embankment. Three of those
aboard were killed and dozens
of others were injured.

The bus was carrying 57 peo-
ple returning to Texas from a
church-atfiliated ski trip. The
bus spun before it left the road
Tuesday night and rolled at
least three times before stop-
ping in a gully 100 to 150 feet
away, Canon City Police Chief
Martin Stefanic said

Passenger Casey Dubbelde
said the bus was carrying most-
ly high school students from
Houston on their way back

home from the Crested Butte
resort in western Colorado.

“The bus started to rock and
started to turn to the right and
went off the right side of the
road,” he said. “I woke up in
the dirt. I assume I fell out a
window."”

The crash happened on twist-
ing Colorado Highway 50 about
10 miles west of Canon City, or

nearly 100 miles southwest of

Denver.

Fire Capt. Dave Boden said it
had been snowing in the area
and the highway was icy

The ski group has ties to the

Windwood Presbyterian and
Bethel Independent
Presbyterian churches in
Houston, State Patrol

mjures dosens more

spokesman Ron Loven said.
Most of those aboard were
between the ages of 14 and 18

Names and patient conditions
were not immediately released.

St. More Hospital spokes-
woman Jennifer Kemp said the
Canon City clinic had seen at
least 48 patients, and was so
overrun that a waiting room
was transformed into a triage
center.

Four people were taken to
Memorial Hospital in Colorado
Springs. Two were in critical
condition, spokeswoman Rita
Burns said, and more patients
were expected to arrive today

Survivors of the crash were
taken to Grandview Christian
Church in Canon City to spend

Police arrest mother of toddler found drunk

DALLAS (AP) A 16-month-
old bov who tumbled down a
flight of stairs at an apartment
complex was legally drunk, and
his mother has been charged
with injury to a child.

Police say Latreece Deane, 32,
of KKuless was arrested Sunday
after the toddler’s blood-alcohol
level was found to be above the
legal limit of 0.08 percent. The
woman and her 13-yvear-old son
also were intoxicated when
police arrived at the complex

about 18 'miles northwest of
i Loahahd

ahvidiviu
Py bty v idydui
The two boys, who were taken

20N iy
to a hospital and released, were
custody

taken into by state

cl

“Original” prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actusl sales. P\
on original prices. Reductions on originel-priced merchandise effective until stock s dep

Child Protective Services, along
with their two sisters, ages 12
and 15, who were in the apart-
ment but not intoxicated, police
said.

Several neighbors told the
Fort Worth Star-Telegram that
Ms. Deane and some friends
were having a party Saturday.

“We have no idea how the
kids got (the alcohol), other
than the mother giving it to
them,"” Euless police Capt. Joey
Ziemian told The Dallas
Morning News.

*“8tre” had ‘left earlier to get
'!!?2",*“.‘%*‘90.'.‘9‘ m‘uj‘(‘:nnv b;.l(‘k
and passed out 1n the parking
lot,”” Ziemian said. “The 15-

vear-old and the 13-vear-old
were summoned, and the little
one came outside and tumbled
down the stairs.”

It's not uncommon for chil
dren to consume alcohol during
the holiday season, but it's usu
ally not on purpose, said Beth
Solomon, a spokeswoman with
Cook Children's Medical Center
in Fort Worth

“The parents have a holiday
party, they leave the cleaning
up to the next day and a toddler
finds a drink

off,” she said.

“It's one of the holiday dan-
gers we warn about,” she
added

and finishes. it

the night.

Investigators at the crash site
were trying to recreate events
that may have led to the crash.

“They will look at skid marks
and various other information
at the scene to help determine
what may have caused the
crash,” Loven said. “They will
also be inspecting the bus itself
to see 1If any mechanical prob-
lem may have contributed to
the crash.”

Houston television
KHOU-TV s
other Houston churches
Memorial Drive Presbyterian
and Grace Presbyterian also
chartered buses for the ski trip.
But those buses weren't
involved in the accident.

station
reporting two

3A
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DEA Agent's arrest prompts
support from fellow agents

BROWNSVILLE (AP) A
drug enforcement agent
accused of trying to hire some-
one to murder his cousin’s
alleged Kkiller is receiving sup-
port and financial aid
from fellow agents.

U.S. Drug Enforcement Agent
Salvador Martinez faces federal
murder-for-hire charges.
Martinez has been suspended
without pay and has been rep-
resented in court so far by a
court-appointed attorney

But current and former DEA
agents have rallied to
Martinez's side and donated
money to a legal fund set up for
him in Plano. As of Tuesday
morning, there was more than
$15,000 in the account, said
Martinez’'s cousin Phil Jordan,
a former high-ranking DEA offi-
cial.

“We've gotten an outstanding
response,” Jordan said, adding
that non-DEA agents who've

heard about his cousin's legal®
troubles have also contributed

Martinez, a DEA agent for the
past eight years, was arrested
last week in Brownsville for
allegedly trying to arrange the
murder of Miguel Angel Flores

Flores was tried three times
for the murder of Martinez's
cousin, Lionel “Bruno” Jordan
Jordan was Kkilled during an
apparent carjacking on Jan. 20,
1995 in El Paso.

Flores was 13 at the time of
the killing. Though he was con
victed at his first trial, the ver
dict was overturned and two
successive juries failed to reach
a unanimous decision. He was
freed earlier this year

The Jordan family has con
tended the slayving was not a
simple carjacking, but rather a
warning to the DEA and the
Jordan family to stay away
from Mexico's Juarez drug car
tel

Federal jury awards $1.24 million

MIDLAND (AP) A jury in
federal court on Tuesday
awarded $1.2 million to six for-
mer Unocal workers after find-
ing that the oil company dis-
criminated against them
because of their age.

“I feel real good,” one of the
plaintiffs, Donald R. Powers,
told the Midland Reporter
Telegram. “1 felt all along that
they did me wrong when they
laid me oft."”

Calls to" a Union
California attorney
returned to The

Oil of
were not
Assoclated

Press on Tuesday

Damages were divided among
the former employees, each who
were between 53 and 55 vears ot
age when they left the company
in 1997. However. U S District
Judge Royal Furgeson said he
will likely reduce the total to
about $890,000

The six all worked for U'nocal
in the West Texas counties of
Midland, Ector, Crane and
Andrews. They contended they
were fired by Unocal or put in
circumstances that eftectively
amounted to their discharge

DALLAS (AP)  The Tarrant
County sheriff who admitted
last week to being AWOL in
1976, testified three years ago
that the only punishment he
received from the Army was
for tardiness in 1973 or 1974.

The Dallas Morning News
reported Wednesday that
Sheriff David Williams in a

1996 deposition for a civil case
said a tardiness reprimand was
the only punishment he could
recall.

Williams on Tuesday
declined the newspaper’'s writ-
ten request for an interview.

He released a letter detailing
his military service. The letter

Sheriff didn’t mention AWOL in 1996 deposition

did not address differences in
statements and records con
cerning his military career

Tarrant  County  District
Attorney Tim Curry, who was
shown the deposition Tuesday
afternoon, said he saw nothing
for his office to investigate.

At a news conference Friday,
Williams admitted going
AWOIL, as a 22-vear-old military
policeman in 1976. However, he
sald he got an honorable dis
charge and displayed about a
dozen documents, including
letters of commendation, let
ters of appreciation and effi
ciency reports that described
his military conduct and ser

vices as excellent and outstand
ing.

Williams said he went AWOI,
in a desperate attempt to rec
oncile with his wife and small
child.

“It was an aberration in judg
ment on my part that | will
alwayvs regret,” he said

He also called 1t a “personal
and spiritual crossroads™ in his
life. He declined to say where
he was ftor the five weeks he
was missing

“There are parts that | don't
remember where | was at,”" he
said

“I was drinking pretty heavi
lv in those davs.™

re-christmas

50"off

Original Prices * Selected Styles
Hurry in!
Great savings in every

department throughout
the store!

JCPenney .

imited to stock on hand. Does not inchude entire ine. Cannot be applied to prior purch

off repr vings on original prices. Intermediate markdowns may have been taken
d. Selection of tems varies by store. Clearance includes selected styles only and is
Jowelry flable only at JCPenney stores with Fine Jeweiry Depts.

Dec. 22 & 23 9:30 am-9:30 pm - Christmas Eve 8 am-6 pm - Closed Dec. 25. Sun. Dec. 26 8 am-6 pm

e Watches

for men

e Sweaters

shoes

* Athletic Footwear

for women

* Dresses & Pantsets

* Winter-weight Outerwear

* Fall & Holiday Separates
from Worthington®

* Misses’ Sweaters & Blouses

* Misses’ National Brand Casual
& Career Separates

* Juniors’ Tops & Bottoms

* Bras & Panties

* Handbags & Totes

* Fine & Fashion Jewelry

* Heavyweight & Flannel Shirts
* Woven & Knit Sportshirts
* Selected Men's Gifts

for children
* Girls’ Tops & Bottoms
* Boys’ Tops & Bottoms

for the home

* Flannel Sheets

e “Very Rudolph Christmas”
CD Collection

e Animated Dancing Rudolph
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OUuR VIEWS
Don’

on't let tragedy
put a damper
{on your holidays

excitement, they can also become a time
of tragedy in the blink of an eye.

Already, the Texas Department of Public Safety has
issued its Operation Motorcide estimates for the num-
ber of highway deaths over the Christmas and New
Year's holiday period.

'he DPS estimates as many as 30 persons could die
during the 54-hour Christmas holiday that runs from
6 p.m. Friday through midnight Sunday and another
32 persons for the New Year's weekend.

Be careful when driving and don’t drink and drive.
If you plan to attend a function where alcohol is to be
served, remember your designated driver to get you
and yours home.

But holiday tragedies aren’t the only ones that damp-
en the holiday spirit.

Here are a few cautions to remember:

« If you use a live Christmas tree, be sure to keep it
watered, so that it doesn’t get dry and become a fire

aisinmsptqeheppen. Beppepphel that many of the. trees,

e purc P GO Mrave now ‘been cut fom
more than.a m'onra1 ardfan easily dry out and ignite,
'« Follow instructions on your Christmas lighting
packages and never string more lights together than
the packaging says is OK.

« Don’'t burn Christmas wrapping paper in your fire-
place, if you have one.

« Keeg a watch over open flames in your home and
place ofbusiness.

« Unphug or turn off your Christmas lights when no
one is hame, your place of business is closed or you
are asleep.

And remember, have a safe and Merry Christmas
and a:Happy New Year.

er DI DO BB PArssoobhbiorrobala

OTHER VIEWS

In the region
A domino effect could be
unleashed 1if the country casts off

The telegrams of condolence that
are reaching Croatia’s government
from western capitals are at least

politically polite Tudyman’s fantasies of a ‘greater
But between the lines one can Croatia’

clearly read the hope that an auto The peace process in Bosnia

cratic system defined by militant would get a new chance, and a

ethnic nationalism will go to the change 1n Croatia also would give a

grave with the late Franjo positive signal to Croatia

Croatia's citizens can take the
first step themselves in the next
few weeks, when they choose a
new parliament as well as a new
president

Tudyman

Balkan experts in European
Union foreign ministries are, for
once, sketching a rose-tinted out
look for the future

A more democratic Croatia could
become a true stabilizing influence

TAGES-ANZEIGER,
Zurich, Switzerland

LETTER POLICIES

The Herald welcomes letters to the editor

Please:

» LLimit your letters to no more than 300 words

» Sign your letter

* Provide a daytime telephone number, as well as a street
address for verification purposes.

*» We reserve the right to edit letters for style and clarity.

*» We reserve the right to limit publication to one letter per
30-day period per author.

» [Letters that are unsigned or do not include a telephone
number or address will not be considered for publication.

*» We do not acknowledge receipt of letters

« Letters from our circulation area will be given preference.

« Letters should be submitted to Editor, Big Spring Herald,
P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721.
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If the power goes out, we might even enjoy it

ere’s a part of me that
opes the lights really
will go off in a few
i days, as the clock
strikes midnight on Dec. 31.
Not for long, mind you, cer-
tainly not long enough to cause
any real hardship or mishap
for anyone.

Just long
enough to
hear the
silence, to
experience
the night sky
with only
stars and
moon to light
the dark, with
no television
to distract,
and no place
to go.

Maybe I've
spent too much time in air-
ports and malls this week, jos-
tled and poked by people in a
rush, lights flashing, bells ring-
ing, holiday Muzak invading
even the restrooms. Now, |
want some respite. Life in the
20th century has become so
bright and noisy, so hectic, so
filled with the pursuit of mate-
rial wealth and all that money
can buy. People no longer

depend on each other but on
machihes, oh things. Time has
become our most precious com-
modity. We are, all of us, con-
stantly in a hurry, afraid we
might lose a few minutes.

But what if the clocks sud-
denly stopped, their digital dis-
plays disappeared? What if dad
and mom had no office to go
to, schools closed, the SUV
wouldn’t start?

What if, instead, all of us
were forced to contend with
what has preoccupied mankind
for mast of existence: trying to
keep warm, to feed, shelter and
protect ourselves and our fami-
lies?

I got a chance to live out this
fantasy, if briefly, last winter
when a bad storm blanketed
my home in the Shenandoah
Valley.

We had moved to a log cabin
in rural Virginia only a few
months earlier from the sub-
urbs of Washington, D.C.
Although we frequently experi-
enced power outages when we
lived in the city, we could
always seek out the warmth
and light of a nearby mali. But
not this time.

The power went out without
warning in the early evening,
with winds howling and snow

| A
VU i e

falling rapidly. Our first con-
cern was to keep the cabin
warm enough, not only for our-
selves, but for the menagerie of
pets our middle son had left for
our safekeeping: several
lizards, a snake, a young par-
rot, plus, our own bird and
four dogs. Since we draw our
well water with an electric
pump, we also had to worry
about our water tank running
dry if the power lasted more
than a day.

We spent the early hours
gathering wood for the fire-
place, placing reptile tanks
near the hearth, and covering
bird cages with layers of blan-
kets to_trap in body heat. When
all indoor creatures were safe
and warm, we turned our
attention to our horses in the
pasture. With the blizzard
swirling about us, we tried
herding them into the walk-in
shed that would give them
some protection from the
vicious winds. But as quickly
as we would gather all three
into the shed, one or another
would break loose and gallop
across the fields. After a few
futile attempts, we gave up and
stood watching in awe as they
cavorted by moonlight, seem-
ingly oblivious to the bitter

1
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Paramore’s work is never boring

hances are you've seen
some of Charles
Paramore's work. He
designed Dr. Pepper
floats for the Cotton Bowl
Parades. He

created the
multi-media
theater at the
Garden of the
Gods in
Colorado
Springs. He
built exhibits
for oil muse-
ums in
Midland and
Kilgore. He
did the Texas
State

TUMBLEWEED
SMITH

Aquarium in
Corpus Christi and the Georgia
Music Hall of Fame in Macon.
Charles Paramore is presi-

dent of Museum Arts, a compa-
ny he founded in 1962. His edu-
cational background is in

graphic design and illustration.

He has assembled a team of tal-

ented designers, engineers,
audio visual specialists, com-
puter programmers and car-
penters who go around the
world building exhibits for all
sizes of museums, corporations
and cities.

His theaters do more than
show movies or slides. They
feature revolving stages, rotat-
ing globes, moving platforms
and the latest high density tele-
vision and surround sound.

“We find ourselves in the
museum business competing
with all sorts of entertainment
and other‘activities,” he says,
“so museums are becoming
more user friendly.”

The petroleum exhibit he did
for the museum of science and
industry in Chicago features
what he calls the Argonaut.

“It's a machine that you get
in and it drills into the center
of the earth. It's a ride that's
fun, but also educational.”

The first museum he built
was the Permian Basin
Petroleum Museum in
Midland. “With that project in
1973 I discovered one of the
most personal and satisfying
ways to practice my craft.
Things haven't been the same
since.”

He says his work is never
boring. “All of the research is
really part of the fascination
because every job is different.
We're working on a Formula
One project right now for rac-
ing that's coming to the United
States next year. I'm having to

study up on those cars and
how they're built and what the
public might want to see.”

At last year's State Fair of
Texas he designed the show-
case exhibit, The Operating
Room of the Future. “Here we
are learning about how they're
using minimal penetration into
the human body to do major
surgery with'little cameras and
robotics. Then the next thing |
know I'm trying to figure out
how the Norden Bomb Sight
works. It's fun.”

At the telephone museum in
Dallas, school kids will sit
through an 18-minute film on
the history of the telephone.
“They sit there because they're
waiting for the next surprise.”

Surprise is a big part of
Charles' work. He immerses
his audiences totally into the
presentations he creates. They
feel what it's like to experience
the gush of an oil well from
the drilling platform or a ride
down river rapids in a raft or a
volcano eruption from inside
the volcano.

“The one thing our team has
in common is we're all dream-
ers,” says Charles. “And what-
ever we dream, whatever we
imagine, we can create.”

Museum Arts is in Dallas.

cold.

Chilled, wet and tired, we
retreated inside to get ready
for bed. Thankfully, our alarm
clock was battery-powered,
since we would need it
throughout the night. We took
turns every two hours to tromp
downstairs to add more wood
to the fire. Despite our efforts,
the temperature dropped into
the 40s. Only the animals on
the fireplace hearth enjoyed
any semblance of warmth. By
early morning, we were anx-
ious to be up and about just to
keep warm.

Throughout the day, neigh-
bors checked in to make sure
we newcomers were OK. The
electricity came on again in
the afternoon, none too soon
for the cold-blooded critters
gathered round the fire. But as
the refrigerator started hum-
ming, the furnace whirred, and
the TV blared out the news
that “thousands of customers
are still without power,” |
found myself missing the quiet
challenge of fending for my
‘family’ of two- and four-legged
creatures.

So, if the power goes out
again, we'll manage. We might
even enjoy it, at least for a
while.

* BILL CLINTON
President

The White House
Washington, D.C,

* PHIL GRAMM
U.S. Senator
370 Russell Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone. 202-224-2934.
e KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON
U.S. Senator
703 Hart Office Building
Washington, 20510
Phone: 202-224-5922
* CHARLES STENHOLM
U.S. Representative
17th District
1211 Longworth Office BIdg.
Washington, 20515.
Phone: 202-225-66065.
* HON. GEORGE W. BUSH
State Capitol
Austin, 78701
Phone: Toll free 1-800-252-9600,
512-463-2000; fax 512-463-1849.
* RICK PERRY
Lt. Governor
State Capitol
Austin, 78701; Phone: 512-463
0001; Fax: 512-463-0326.
'« JAMES. E. “PETE” LANEY "
Speaker of the House
State Capitol
Austin, 78701
Phone: 806-839-2478,512-463
3000.
e ROBERT DUNCAN
Senator
Texas 28th District
Citizens FCU Building
Big Spring, 79720.
Phone: 268-9909:; (800) 322-9538,
(512) 463-0128, fax (512) 463
2424,
* DAVID COUNTS
Representative
Texas 70th District
P.O. Box 338
Knox City, 79529
Phone: (940) 6585012.
* JOHN CORNYN
Attorney General
P.0. Box 12548
Austin, 78711 2548
Phone: 1-800-252-8011.

OFFICE 264-2200.

BeN LockHART, county judge —
Home: 263-4155; Office: 264-2202.

Emma Brown Home: 267-2649.

JERRY KILGORE — 263-0724; Work
(Jerry's Barbers): 267-5471.

BiLL CROOKER — Home: 263-2566.

GARY SiIMer — Home: 263-0269;
Work (Ponderosa Nursery): 263
4441

BIG SPRING CITY COUNCIL

Tim BuacksHeEAR, mayor — Home:
263-7961; Work (Earthco): 263
8456.

GreG Biopison — Home: 267-
6009, Work (Ponderosa
Restaurant): 267-7121.

0scar GARCIA, MAYOR PRO TEM —
Home: 264-0026; Work (Cedar Hill
Unit, Cornell Corrections): 268-
1227. StePHANIE HORTON

- Home:

264-0306; Work (VA Medical
Center): 263-7361..

CHuck CawtHon — Home: 263
7490; Work (Chuck's Surplus): 263
1142.

Tommy Tune — Home: 267-4652;
Work (Howard College): 264-5000.

Joann Smoor — Home: 267-6965;
Work (BSISD): 264-3600.

How To CoNTACT Us

In order that we might better serve your needs, we offer sev-
eral ways in which you may contact us

* In person at 710 Scurry St.

+ By telephone at 263-7331

* By fax at 264-7205

* By e-mail at either bsherald@xroadstx.com or
jwalker@xroadstx.com.

» By mail at P.O. Box 1431, Big Spring, 79721

« Our normal hours of operation are from 7:30 a.m. until 5
p.m.

» Our offices are closed on weekends and holidays.

by
BRUCE TINSLEY
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it Social Security will take Y2K ' yme benefits
y w urity will ta precautions to ensure on-time benefi
. precgﬁgﬁcg‘g(;?ns(:w\?e;r };(S)O?) ?:;ela. For most people, that's :g;os: gfi:ourt\ttlry by Deca.lao,ta lnﬁontx‘e benefits, known as SSI, begin torectify Y2K problems, a sibly caused by problems at

, n. 3. r an usual, to which go to 6 million low- decade ago has been using local ban .
Eﬁurfg?gr - (c)?rrirg;u;enrd pl;‘:r?ll(imvsv'illthfecg?\?; Socsigl ngzzréﬁrz?tr;egsa?:a{ea r?: gg;\;;tiatcsm-tin:e postiingiof girelct irtx)clo(rine older people and dis- Y2K compliant computer pr(f transport?tl(:)l;\'“:‘y:l::;. uotnh:

;. ; = 2 5 0 ndividuals’ abled Americans, are not affect rrams to se i h'm
wered, Jagualry tSOleil Sﬁcurlty checks fit,” said Apfel. “We had to be accounts. ed because they normally tu(ro ﬁ:(::‘?\‘h::ns;xl’deat;eneﬁts out for ag%?gmf&mﬁlgecm
ltltw ook 32 :ifcbre(:\r:alfgts“ esdfor dlrfct- there, and I believe we are. About three-quarters of Social delivered on the last business “In  many Qvays Social servlce'centertlcrouthecouny«
3 toetr(:)(,mp th:r(m) i be a day earlier thioc%?le:gxl%;:?:grr?d to gtzclarity rec(ilp;ents hiave bene- day of the month. That's Dec. 30 Security has been a leader in try, for example, will be capable
- ' ' ent on s deposited electronically into this year, since the 31st will be the federal government in deal- : :
ore wood b'Il‘hde 4‘:m11l_1(‘m elderly and dis- Tuesday the last of the neces- their bank accounts. For those a federal holiday with New ing with tli(* $gar 2300"‘]' siﬁ:i ?rt; l;:rr‘lit(i)iun:g:;::;clkt:;o&eopk
ur efforts, g e n?ergcans who collect sary YZ}{-compllant files for who get mailed paper checks, Year’'s Day falling on a John Koskinen, the 'White to $999 per person e
pped into ocial Security benefits should electronic payments through they are printed and will be in Saturday. House's top Y2K advisor In a pﬁoxg:al month bo
L",’,f;if&’ :aixlggct ts(;iget St(})]fil;l mg:cea'ri(:; :);mk acq(;lllnts. Frtot:n 'I‘re:sutrhy, Xlef }J.S. Postal Service early, The Social Security However, in case delay.s some- 40,000 people’s Social S'ecauri‘tlyt
ey wi go, roug e pfel said. Administration among the how occur in the first benefi nefi
L S its benefi rted

:g:‘r;t;l:h:iy Commissioner Kenneth Federal Reserve, to banks Supplemental Security first organizations to detect and  pavments of the new year, pos- missint: are oo mak

out just to

Secretary of State Albright

blocks loan to benefit Russia, United States companies

y, neigh- WASHINGTON (AP) — The Ex “

e atro . ; TON (av) port- lmpprt Bank to tem- He welcomes the State She also praised Tuesday's Albright, in an unusual meet- Tues

OK. The i(:l‘}én;gg()d?nr?lll?(lj]“i?]tllooli)lrllssbthCk. ?}?ra;rlly reject guarantees for Department deg:lsion." Bradlgy decision, saying it will allow ing with bank chairman James Lat?:;y she sent a letter to the
again in oif compatiy partiail 0wne((; ?)n '?‘hoa}?s' e spokesman Eric Hauser said, “scrutiny of the report of Harmon, at first tried to per- bank, formally invoking a law
{65 S00R s Rues:izlm ggvernmenty Miniitr;ls(slzei[l]in:;lt?)ngolr‘:r?;l;?; ?}?;lcr:lgné:]da;teﬁl)]r sg:eral vyeelgs manipulation of bankruptcy law  suade the bank, an independent  that allows the administratjon
[‘Ci;let.t%r:t as Proceeds would have gone today on the move. is inappropriataes toegni\isy:;sgi;t- involving this company. federal agency, toact on its own  to intervene in its decisions.
tod Fiiimis d!rectly to American compa- A(.imlmstrati'on officials tance to Russia while it is

hirred, and nies. o . denied her decision was related engaged in “the brutal war in

yapind With U.S. officials expressing to strong US objections to Chechnya.”

ustomers concern 'abnut dealll‘lgs of }Eussmn military actions in Rep. Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y.,

(op ] Russia’s Tyumen Oil Co. and = Chechnya, although it came had called for the bank to stop

» t'he quiet aboHt mamtannng the rule of amid calls for a halt to such the loans to Tyumen because of

S For Y law” in Russia, Secretary of loans over Chechnya from reports it forced a company

' \ State  Madeleine  Albright members of Congress and with partial American owner-
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invoked a provision late
Tuesday that compelled the U.S.

Democratic presidential hopeful
Bill Bradley.

ship into bankruptcy to obtain
its oil fields.

Americans warned they could be targeted

WASHINGTON (AP) The
government is telling
Americans all over the world it
believes terrorists may target
them from now through mid-
January, especially at holiday
gatherings and millennial cele-
brations.

Airport security is being
tightened, and manhunts are
under way for up to three peo-
ple suspected of ties to an
Algerian arrested last week at
Port Angeles, Wash., and for a
California man said to have ties
to a terrorist network headed by
Osama bin Laden, the alleged
mastermind of the bombing of
two U.S. embassies in Africa
last year.

The stepped-up warning
Tuesday night from the State
Department, the second in 11
days, said the arrest of 13 sus-
pects in Jordan may have fore-
stalled attacks on hotels, tour
buses and tourist sites in the
Arab kingdom.

“We cannot rule out the possi-

“bility that attacks still may be

plannéd for this and other parts
of the world,” a department
statement said.

The Federal Aviation
Administration said travelers at
U.S. airports should expect
tightened security precautions,
including stricter enforcement
of parking regulations.

The agency said it would
make more use of devices to
check airline passengers for

Cuts in vehicle
emissions, gas
sulfur content
are announced

WASHINGTON (AP) — To cut
auto pollution by about three-
quarters, sport utility vehicles
will have to meet the same
emissions standards as cars
and sulfur in fuel will be
reduced dramatically under
regulations announced Tuesday
by President Clinton.

The changes would prevent
thousands of asthma attacks
and respiratory illnesses
nationwide, the Environmental
Protection Agency said.

“It will be the most dramatic
improvement in air quality
since the catalytic converter
was first introduced a quarter
century ago,” Clinton said.
“And manufacturers will be
able to meet these new stan-
dards while still offering the
kinds of models popular with
consumers today.”

With more cars on the road
each year driving more miles,
the president said tougher air
quality measures were needed.
Otherwise, ‘“‘air quality in
many parts of our country will
continue to worsen in the com-
ing decades.”

The cost increase at the gas
pump would be about 2 cents
more per gallon; and about $200
would be added to the price of a
light truck and $100 to a new
car, the EPA estimated.

For the first time, cars and
light trucks — SUVs, minivans,
vans and pickups — would all
be required to meet the same
strict emissions standards.
Nearly half the vehicles sold
now are light trucks, and they
produce three to five times as
much pollution as the average
passenger car.

The standards are meant to
address pollution in the coming
decades.

small traces of explosives and
additional bomb-sniffing dogs
and uniformed police would
patrol airports as the new year
approaches.

The new warning to
Americans was stated clearly:
“The U.S. government believes
that terrorists may be planning
to conduct attacks, including
against official and non-official
Americans, in and around the
New Year period, from now

through mid-January 2000."”

In another development, law
enforcement officials told The
Associated Press they were
searching for as many as three
people who may have been
accomplices to Ahmed Ressam,
who allegedly tried to enter the
United States from Canada with
nitroglycerin and other poten-
tial bomb-making materials in
his car on a false passport when
he was arrested at Port Angeles.
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Micheal Stephens M.D.

Adult Medicine
Dermatology

« Womens Health

Pediatrics

1100

Wadley Medical Plaza
1601 West 11th Place Big Spring. Tx.
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Mr. Noah®
Fleece Pant Sets
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52.00

Novelty embroidered fleece
top with matching solid fleece
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Beautiful stamped velour
Dresses in rich colors
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QUICK TRIVIA

@Scientists figure the famous star that guided the
wise men to the baby Jesus was either a comet, in
4 B.C., or the convergence of Jupiter, Mars and
Saturn in 6 B.C.

#Traditionally, the three wise men were named
Melchior, Ggspar and Balthasar, But the gospel of
Matthew dogs not mention their names at all. .

Got an item?

Do you have a
story idea for

the life! section?
Gall 263-7331,
Ext. 236.
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Start the new year with a plan to pay off your debts and save

It's hard to believe that
Christmas is just three days
away! My, how this year has
flown by

I've already had to write the
yvear 2000 on some stuff, and it
feels very strange'! Does that
mean we can abbreviate like
this: 1/1/00?

I hope you have finished your
Christmas shopping' | still have
one thing to buy and one pack-
age to mail; I know, I'm run-
ning behind. Time just got
away from me

Did you spend more than you
should have” Well, if you did,
there's still hope, especially
with the beginning of a new

year.

Jan. 2 will be the First
National Thrift with Flair Day.
It is the day for you to make a
fresh start. The Penny Orchid
newsletter helps families that
have gone into debt on impulse
purchases and luxury goods.

During the 1990s, the average
family has saved on 4.8 percent
of its income and was in debt to
the tune of 16.3 percent of its
income.

With the savings rate at an
all-time low, Americans are
now spending more than they
are saving.

Here are some ideas on how
to save money and pay off your

debts:

« Start paying on the debt for
which you are paying the high-
est interest rate (usually a cred-
it card). Write a check monthly
to that creditor for as much as
you can, while paying the mini-
mum payments due on all of
your other debts until the high-
est-interest-rate debt is paid.
Next, similarly pay off the debt
with the next-highest interest
rate, and so on.

* FFor just one week, write
down every single thing you
are spending money on. This
may include your morning cof-
fee, a newspaper, etc....

* Invest in a larger coffeemak-

er and a ther-

mos. Fill up
the latter and
tote it with
you. You'll
pay off the
investment in
just a couple
of weeks, and
from then on,
you're saving
several dol-
lars a day.

. Keep
home-cooked
dinners in

GINA®
GARZA

the freezer
for those nights when you don't
have time to cook. Prepare

more than your family is going
to eat at one sitting when you
do have time, and freeze the
balance in single-serving por-
tions remember to date and
label the packages. And, keep
on hand some prepared frozen
entrees for family members to
grab if the foods left over don't
entice them. The cost of pre-
pared frozen entrees espe-
cially if you used coupons at a
double-coupon store to buy
them is still far below pizza
delivery...and perhaps $20
below eating out in a restau-
rant.

« Put all the money you have
saved from the above strategies

NEW YORK (AP) Word about

“Donna’s Day’’ is traveling. Even on
planes

“When | fly,” says Donna Erickson,
“sometimes the pilot will announce that
['m on the flight: ‘You parents need an
1dea” And I'll go up and down the aisle
with barf bags and turn them into pup-
pets.”

Erickson grins as she offers a post-
script: “You can make great antennas
with the swizzle sticks.’

For parents and other adults with
children in their lives, “Donna’s Day"”
is one of the happiest things to come
along since well, the kids them-
selves. That's because Erickson can
help you make life with your children
even more rewarding.

The original 26 “Donna’s Day’ half-
hours were produced for public televi
sion and are still seen on some PBS sta
tions

This vear Erickson joined cable’'s
Odyvssey Network, whose familv-orient-
ed programming reac hv\’ nearly 30 mil
lion sabscribers. Odyssey airs “Donna’s
Day’™ Monday through Fridayv at 7:30
am. EST. And a special holiday edition
will be televised today at 6 p.m., with
additional airings next Friday at 7:30
am. and 4 pm

What does Donna cover on this spe

‘When I fly, sometimes the
pilot will announce that
I'm on the flight: ‘*You par-
ents need an idea?’ And
I'll go up and down the
aisle with barf bags and
turn them into puppets.’

chow host Donna Erickson

stamp their own designs on paper nap-
kins for the holiday table. How you can
put fresh cranberries in a vase of
water, then add a floating candle, for an
elegant centerpiece.

“Oh, great!’ you might be thinking.
“The last thing I need is more
reminders of all the things I'm not
doing with my Kkids, and more pressure
to do things I don't have time for, anv
way."”

For viewers who don't yvet know
Donna Erickson, it's important not to
mistake her for a kid-stuft Martha
Stewart (whom she passingly resem
bles)

“It's a misnomer to call our show a
crafts show,” Erickson says in an inter
view during a recent Manhattan visit

Real but happy: Parents find much to like about ‘Donna’s Day’

only a window dressing for the deeper

thing.”

That “‘deeper thing" is what makes
“Donna’s Day” essential viewing.

The “deeper thing" is all about this:
sharing what you love with a child, and
looking for ways to integrate that child
into your everyday routine.

More than anything, Erickson says,
“It’s about building confidence in an
adult that they have something unique
that only they can give to a child.

“That’'s what your kids want: to share
your values, to know what you're think-
ing, to get your opinions on things.
They want to get these things not from
outside sources, but from the people
who care about them the most.”

Relationship-building. Memory-build
ing. And on a budget!

lkrickson. a former Minneapolis class-
room teacher and the mother of three
teen-agers. builds into each breezy half-
hour lots of good-sense ideas under
powerful, overarching themes: Good
Things Can Come of Distraction; Good
lLaughs Bring Families Together;
Messes Can Be Fun.

She radiates the knack of, ves,
Martha Stewart. But she also brings to
“Donna’s Day’' the wit of Erma
Bombeck, the heart of Mr. Rogers, and
a don't-sweat-it temperament befitting

her Orlando, Fla.-based show in what
resembles a real home where real peo-
ple are living busy, hectic lives. Sound
familiar?

“We want order in the home, but it's
chaos,” she reflects. “We want perfec-
tion, but it's imperfection. I'm trying to
say in this program that's what life
really is.”

No guilt-tripping here. Denna under-
stands.

“I'm the first to say if you're over-
stressed, you don’t have to make your
Christmas cookies fresh,” she explains.
“Buy store-bought cookies! But then
decorate them with your kids. Adding
your creative touch is where the fulfill-
ment comes from.”

And the connection.

“When you engage in activities
together, you're shoulder-to-shoulder
with your kids, rather than eye-to-eye,
which 1s how things are when your
kids come in the door: You say, 'How
was school?” They say, 'Fine." You say,
"What'd you do?’ They say, 'Nothing.""

Erickson recalls when one of her sons
returned from camp, complete with
weeks of dirty laundry. She asked,
“What'd you do?”" “Nothing,” was his
reply. But when she invited him to help
her sort his clothes to be washed, he
cagerly broke his vow of silence.

cial show? Things like how to make 24
hour pickles for gifts ‘Ho'w Kids can

JOTVIVTOTER VTV VY NEV PRI Y VIt

“We put decorating, gardening, cooking

in a larger context: Those activities are the Dalai Lama

An unruffled r

“He
ealist, Krickson tapes

said, ‘Oh, these socks are all
messed up, Mom, because we had a
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Learning to let go
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Aging parents worry about mectlmS spcczal needs of son with Down syndrome

(()RPLS( HRISTI (AP) Up
for nearly an hour, Maurice
Fikes glances at the Kkitchen
cloek and puts aside his cup of
coffee

It's 6:30 a.m. and time to
rouse his son, Leslie, nudging
him into their morning ritual

[t starts with filling the bath
room basin and scrubbing his
son's fingernails. It ends when
Leslie freshly washed,
dressed and fed gets on the
morning bus for work.

‘“Time to get up, buddy.”
Maurice calls into the bedroom
where Leslie has slept nearly
every night of his 39 vears
“Time to get up ™

After 53 vears of marriage,
the couple said they know the
pride and pain of watching
children grow up and move
awav. They have done so with
three others 1 elder son
and two daughters

But not with Leshe
Down svndrome

“He's still our baby.” says
Maurice. who now shaves,
bathes and feeds his son every
morning since his wife's health
began getting worse the past
two vears

How does a parent learn to let
go when a child such as Leslie
can't force the issue, when
there are no milestones like a
driver’'s license, a first date or

who has

a job to mark the way?

I,cttm go is hard hn any pmun much less
when you think yow're the only person who

can care for this child,.”
Diane Staley, director of Nueces County MH/MR

“Letting go is hard for any
parent, much less when vou
think vou're the only person
who can care for this child,”
said Diane Staley, director of
Nueces Countv Mental Health
and Mental Retardation ser
vices

lm aging couples such as
Maurice and his wife Marie,
both 77, the most difficult step
may be learning to trust.a
world that once advised parents
to deny their mentally retarded
children.

The idea that parents will
outlive their mentally retarded “But letting go is a reality. It
children is no longer the norm. has to be talked about,” she
Between the vears 1990 and said
2030, the number of mentally LLetting [Leslie  stumble
retarded adults over 60 i1s through life's lessons has been
expected to double, according hard for his parents
to University of Illinois statis- So they take small steps to
tics bridge the transition. Like let-

For parents, that may mean ting lLeslie leave his job as a
including special plans in their kitchen worker at the county
wills or investing money for mental health center about a
long-term health care. But most year ago so he could work as a
fail to take advantage of special janitor at Naval Air Station
programs that will help them Corpus Christi
plan for their child’s future. Still, for the first three weeks,

l.ess than 10 percent of the his father drove to the base
ment: 1]1_\' retarded in South every day tocheck on him.
Texas' Nueces County are Years ago the couple got into
enrolled in county-sponsored their car and drove from their
programs. Statewide, only Lakeland, Ga., home to a hospi-
about 120 accounts have been tal two miles away. Four hours
set up under the Arc of Texas' after she felt the first labor
trust-fund investment program.  pains, Marie delivered a baby

Community NEWS

Joelle F.A. Ford, a French and history
teacher at Big Spring High School, was
one of 146 educators who were honored
in November by former students during
the Texas Academy of Mathematics and
Science's annual teacher appreciation
banquet.

Ford was honored by Sarah Sanghavi,
daughter of Kirit and lla Sanghavi and a
first-year student at the academy.

Pictured are Ford, left, and Sanghavi.

bov who was purple trom lack
of oxygen

Doctors worked to drain the
fluid from his lungs and revive
the infant to a healthy, pinkish
hue

But something didn't seem
quite right; and days later, a
doctor would tell the Fikes
they'd be better off taking their
disabled newborn to an institu-
tion and forgetting he was ever
born

Before education for the men
tally retarded began in public
schools and before the advent
of state-assisted group homes,
parents had two choices: They
could turn the child over to a
state institution or struggle at
home to raise a child who had
little chance of living more
than a year

l.eslie's fate would be differ
ent. Doctors were beginning to
realize that with the proper
care, babies with Down’ syn
drome could have a life
expectancy of 60 years instead
of facing the likelihood of dying
before their first birthday

In the small Georgia town
where Leslie was born, the
Fikes didn't know anyone else
with a mentally retarded child

“I was just a dumb old coun-
try girl, so I did what I thought
was right,”” Marie said. ‘“We
just lived as a regular family."”

To his brother and sisters,

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR the income tax assis-
tance program. A training class will take place at the
Spring City Senior Citizen's Center,
Monday, Jan. 10-Friday, Jan. 14 from 9 a.m.-noon each
day.

Volunteers will provide tax assistance during February
and March. Call Dorothy Kennemur,
senior center, 267-1628, for more information.

ForR YOUR INFORMATION

1901 Simler Drive,

l.eslie was another playmate, a
little brother whose small size
and loving demeanor made him
seem more like a living doll
than a fussy baby

The children took turns
putting him in their bicycle
baskets. Leslie would laugh at
the sky as they rode around the
neighborhood. When Leslie
wanted to walk like a grown-
up, his sisters would sling a
bath towel underneath his arms
and hold him up as he stomped
around the back yard.

“A lot of these families really
want to keep the child at home,;
it provides a lot of meaning in
their lives and becomes a
career for them,” said Tamar
Heller, director of the
Rehabilitation Research and
Training Center on Aging with
Mental Retardation at the
University of [Illinois in
Chicago. “But eventually, the
caregiver becomes frail or
moves out, and what worked
for many vears doesn’'t work
any more."”

Nationwide, one in four men-
tally handicapped adults
receives care from a family
member age 60 or older, accord-
ing to the center’s statistics.

While large institutions once
acted as a fallback to parents of
developmentally disabled chil-

See LEARNING, Page 7A

into paying off your debt.

If you would like a free sam-
ple of The Penny Orchid, you
can send a long self-addressed
stamped envelope to: Nancy
Dean, The Penny Orchid, P.O.
Box 642335, San Francisco, CA,
94164-2335.

You can also log on to their

website at
Thepennyorchid@hotmail.com
0 r

http://www.thepennyorchid.co
m.
I hope you and your family
have a very Merry Christmas!
Gina Garza writes a weekly
column on family tips and infor-
mation.

Tips to
make a
terrific
turkey

With Christmas drawing
near, many of us are looking
forward to gravy, mashed pota-
toes, stuffing and of course, the
featured attraction the
TURKEY! ’

Following a
few simple
turkey tips
will ensure a
succulent
bird for the
holiday.

In order to
make this a
less traumat-

ic event,
there are DANA
some steps to TARTER

follow. First,
decide how
many people
avill be, served, this wlx] help
ter e what § S
fefer mife, Hefr BT e

"One pound of meat should be
ample for one person unless
you want leftovers," advises Dr.
Sarah Birkhold, Extension
poultry specialist, "Then, esti-
mate one and a half pounds per
person.”

Knowing how much to buy
alleviates some anxiety for har-
ried shoppers facing freezer
cases of turkeys at the super-
market. There is no doubt that
the freezer cases will be full of
turkeys, so keep a watchful eye
and you may be able to find
reduced prices at this date.

Birkhold dismisses the myth
that hen turkeys are more ten
der than toms. "It doesn't mat-
ter" she states "tom or hen, ten-
derness is all the same."

If you have or will purchase
a frozen turkey, realize that it
should be purchased no less
than three days before the big
meal to leave enough time for
thawing. So, today would be a
good day to get that turkey if
vou plan on serving it for
Christmas.

It will take approximately 2
1/2 to 3 days to defrost a 12-15
pound turkey. A good rule of
thumb to follow is 24 hours per
five pounds of turkey
Remember food safety first
all thawing should be done in
the refrigerator and never at
room temperature.

Once the bird is selected,
thawed and ready for cooking,
be sure to remove the giblets
and neck bone from the body
cavity, then rinse inside and
outside. Set the oven and pre-

See TURKEY, Page 7A

398-5522 or the

THE LAsT WORD

Wit is only the wall between us and the

dark.
Mark Van Doren

Humour can be dissected, as a frog
can, butu the thing dies in the process.

E.B. White

There are things of deadly earnest that
can be safely mentioned only under

cover of a joke.
J.J. Procter
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Northerners desperate for
snow are buying, their own

MANCHESTER, N.H. (AP) —
With no snow on the ground
and only flurries in the fore-
cast, New Englanders desperate
for the white stuff are shelling
out the green stuff.

Bill Hurley, the owner of
Snow Meisers, has orders for a
white Christmas from more
than half a dozen people will-
ing to pay at least $400 for a
few inches of snow.

Mark LeBlanc of Goffstown is
one of them. His 5-year-old
daughter wanted to go sledding
and his family wanted a white
Christmas, so LeBlanc ordered
snow for his front yard.

“Hopefully we’ll have it now
to sled on for a couple of days,”
LeBlanc said Sunday as the
snow poured across his lawn.

A photograph Monday in the
Union Leader newspaper

showed a snowmaking machine °

hooked up to a fire hydrant and
dumping snow .across his yard
and house. It got people around
the state scrambling to be next.

“Our phone started ringing
off the hook at 7 a.m.,” said
Colette Veilleux, who works
with Snow Meisers. “Everyone
wants snow.”

And the $200-an-hour price to
make it snow didn’t deter
some.

‘“That’s OK,” LeBlanc said.
“It’s like a vacation. If the kids
are happy that’s all that mat-
ters.”

Snow Meisers has orders to
blow snow on the yards of four

LEARNING _
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dren, recent budget cuts have
forced states such as Texas to
accept only extreme cases in
state schools.

“It was always in the back of
our heads that this might be a
place for him to go when we
passed away,” Maurice said,
“because we didn’t know what
kind of family situations our
other kids would be in.”

For older parents such as
Maurice and Marie Fikes, the
idea of sending their mentally

‘handicapped child into a pri-

vate apartment or home can be
frightening, said Kenneth
Keith, psychology chairman at
the University of San Diego
and an expert on quality-of-life
issues for people with mental
retardation.

“Even if as parents we could
live forever, I don't think it
would be in our children’s best
interest to live with us forev-
er,” he said. “What we under-
stand now is that even when
parents provide good, quality
care, it does not allow a child
to develop independence.”

Today, Leslie’s brain contin-
ues to function as if he were 4
years old. Sometimes his words
don’t always make sense to
strangers.

Leslie said “No, bowling next
week’ one Thursday night
when his niece Lori, an educa-
tion major at Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi,
arrived to take Leslie to his
weekly bowling league. ‘‘No,
silly, we're going bowling
tonight,” Lori responded.

But more often, Leslie
demonstrates a special close-
ness and feeling for others.
Like holding the door for his
parents when they walk into
the restaurant. Hugging people
shortly after he gets to know
them. Or comforting his aunt
at her mother’s funeral.

As Leslie and his dad fall
into their morning routine,
each task completed assures
them this day will be as sure
and steady as the day before.

After washing up in the bath-
room, Leslie goes into his bed-
room and picks out a polo shirt
and pair of jeans. His socks,
keys and wallet are on the side
table next to the front door.

When he puts on his shirt
and freshly pressed Wranglers,
Leslie threads his belt through
the pants’ loops. He slaps each
loop as he goes, making sure
he doesn’t skip any.

“Yes, yes,”’ Leslie said, gaz-
ing out a window.

Later, a special bus for hand-
icapped adults waits outside.
Leslie grabs his tote bag and
keys as his father follows him
out the door. Leslie and
Maurice walk to the bus and
Leslie climbs aboard.

Maurice turns and walks up
the driveway as the doors close
and the bus pulls away.

‘“When he's not home, and we
don’'t know exactly what he's
doing, it's a scary feeling,”
Maurice said.

4

homes on Christmas Eve and
several others the day before.
But even making snow
requires some cooperation from
nature.

Although LeBlanc had
ordered a foot of snow, he
ended up getting only 4 inches
after eight hours of off-and-on
snowmaking.

“If the weather’s cold you can
make 3 to 4 inches an hour,”
Ms. Veilleux said.

L
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heat to 235 degrees F. Cooking
times for an 8-12 pound turkey
is about 2 to 3 1/2 hours.
Birkhold suggests a meat ther-
mometer be used even if a pop
up thermometer is found on the
turkey. "This adds to the mar-
gin of safety and helps to
assure doneness.

“The turkey is done when the
inner thigh reaches 185 degrees
F, juices run clear and the

joints on the bird move freely.”

While cooking, remember to
baste the turkey with natural
juices, with 15 minutes of cook-
ing time left cover with the pan
lid or a tent of aluminum foil.
This will help it to remain
tasty and tender.

A tip to help keep the bird
savory is to allow it to rest 15
to 20 minutes. This prevents
the juices from escaping and

allows them to settle into the
meat.

Any leftovers should be
refrigerated promptly; food
safety experts recommend no
longer than two hours from
serving to refrigerating the left-
overs.

Leftovers can provide a good
snack but be sure to reheat the
turkey to 165 degrees and
gravies should be brought to a

good boil when reheated.

This should help take a little
of the guesswork out of prepar-
ing your holiday meal.
Remember get an early start on
thawing out that turkey, and
don't spend the entire holiday
in the kitchen. Merry
Christmas!'

Dana Tarter is Howard
County Extension Agent — fami-
ly and consumer science.

FALL AND HOLIDAY

WOMEN, PETITES

50% OFF

LONG SLEEVE

WOMEN & PETITES

30% OFF

SATIN SLEEPWEAR

PRICES

25% OFF

(Excludes First Issue)

30% OFF

ALL MATERNITY"

SWEATERS FOR MISSES,

30-50% OFF

SELECT OUTERWEAR

BLOUSES FOR MISSES,

FALL WEEEKEND WEAR

40% OFF amanoa

STEWART BRUSHED-BACK

55% OFF aigniprces

HOLIDAY LONG SOCIAL
DRESSES, SEPARATES AND
COLLECTIONS WHEN YOU
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

25% OFF ALREADY-REDUCED

1499

SELECT JUNIOR TWILL,
REG. $22-$46

40-60% OFF

ongnal prces

WHEN YOU TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL 25% OFF
ALREADY REDUCED
CLEARANCE WOMEN'S
AND INTIMATE APPAREL

FOOTWEAR

30-50% OFF au

WOMEN'S FASHION BOOTS’

25-50% OFF

ALL SLIPPERS FOR THE FAMILY"

ALL ON SALE

& | LOVE COMFORT
WOMEN'S DRESS SHOES

BUY 1
GET 1 50% OFF

ALL MEN'S SHOES

APOSTROPHE®, MAINFRAME®

40% OFF

BLUES CLUES™ PLAYWEAR

40% OFF «ios

HEAVYWEIGHT OUTERWEAR

4’0% OFF GIRLS' 716

RELAXED-FIT CANYON RIVER
BLUES® JEANS, REC. 14.99

40% OFF BOYS' 8-20

CANYON RIVER BLUES
SWEATERS AND FLANNELS

40% OFF STAR WARS™

HAND HELD CAMES

30-40% OFF

KIDS' BRANDED ACTIVEWEAR

30-40% OFF

MEN'S HEAVYWEIGHT &
LEATHER OUTERWEAR

30-50% OFF

First pair must be reg. price; 2nd pair of equal

or lesser value Excludes clearance

ALL PETITE COLLECTIONS’

25% OFF g poces

ALL CRO<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>